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What started as the Panama papers scandal has now morphed into a

new ball game – JIT proceedings –  in which the opposing parties have

become involved with the same intensity and grimness  as during the

Panama case hearings.

It may be recalled here that the Supreme Court of Pakistan had an-

nounced its verdict in the Panama case on April 20, in which it ordered the

formation of a Joint Investigation Team to probe the offshore assets of the

Sharif family. In its judgment, the Supreme Court had also outlined the

scope of the proposed JIT, which was to probe how the Gulf Steel Mills in

the UAE came into being, what led to its sale, what happened to its liabil-

ities, where did its sale proceeds end up, how did they reach Jeddah,

Qatar and the UK, whether Hussain Nawaz and Hassan Nawaz in view of

their tender age at the time had the means to possess and purchase the

flats, and whether the sudden appearance of the letters of Hamad Bin Jas-

sim Al-Thani of Qatar was a myth or a reality.

The court also asked how bearer shares translated into the four expen-

sive flats in London, who was the real and beneficial owner of Nielsen En-

terprises Limited and Nescoll Limited, how did Hill Metal Establishment

come into existence, where did the money for Flagship Investment Limited

and other companies set up, or taken over, by Hassan Nawaz come from

and where do the huge sums running into millions gifted by Hussain

Nawaz to the prime minister drop in from.

Headed by FIA Additional Director Wajid Zia and comprising SBP offi-

cer Amer Aziz, SECP Executive Director Bilal Rasool, Balochistan NAB
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DG Irfan Naeem Mangi, intelligence officials retired Brig. Nauman Saeed

and Brig. Kamran Khurshid, the JIT is now on the job and both Hassan

and Hussain have appeared before it several times.  The JIT has a 60-

day time limit to complete its task. 

In the meantime, several controversies have erupted around the pro-

ceedings and structure as well as the credibility of the JIT, with PML-N tak-

ing the offensive and obliquely challenging the fairness of the investigation

process. In this connection the most shocking development was an open

verbal attack on the court by former senator Nihal Hashmi who threatened

the judges and their children for their role in the Panama case and putting

PM Nawaz Sharif and his family through the wringer of the judicial process.

He warned those in service of the state – who are seeking to hold Nawaz

Sharif to account and making his life difficult – of dire consequences and

of making Pakistan unliveable for them.

Strongly reacting to Nihal Hasmi’s diatribe, the court drew a parallel

between the government and the Sicilian mafia. The situation took a turn

for the worse when an unnamed government spokesman accused the

judges of breaching their code of conduct. Another controversy around the

JIT relates to the alleged VOIP calls by the Registrar SC to heads of the

SECP and State Bank, raising a question mark over the JIT’s composition.

It has been pointed out that the court order in the Panama case was that

the JIT shall include “a nominee” each from the State Bank and SECP, to

be nominated by their respective heads, and such names to be placed be-

fore the bench in chambers for “nomination and approval”. If the Registrar

SC asked the SECP and State Bank, as alleged, to nominate pre-identified

individuals, such request wasn’t in accordance with the SC order. 

The “leaked” photo of Hussain Nawaz sitting in wait for a call from the

investigators is the latest scandal to hit the JIT proceedings. While PML-

N has expressed serious apprehensions over the leak, PTI leader Ali Zaidi

has alleged that the media cell run by Maryam Nawaz is behind it. Mean-

while, PTI spokesperson Fawad Chaudhary has said that Chaudhary Nisar

and the IB leaked the photo of Hussain Nawaz. On the other hand, Rail-

ways Minister Khawaja Saad Rafiq has said that Hussain Nawaz’s under-

investigation picture was leaked to humiliate the Sharif family. In a

statement, he said action should be taken against those responsible for

sharing in-camera proceedings of the JIT.

Ever since the Supreme Court took

up the Panama Papers case last No-

vember, the court has been faced with

a difficult task which is to deliver a fair

judicial verdict in a matter that has

been heavily politicised. The PML’s ap-

prehension is that the Supreme Court

is out to send the government packing.

That is why the party spokesmen are

making such a song and dance about

the JIT proceedings and trying to make

them controversial.

It appears PML-N is preparing the

ground for a boycott of the JIT if an ad-

verse report incriminating the Sharif

family comes out. In that eventually, it

will take to the streets and will be con-

fronted by the opposition parties with

equal force. That will result in uncon-

trollable chaos which may lead to any-

thing, including intervention by the

military.
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It is a matter of concern that the water sector continues to be neglected

by the authorities concerned. This is proved by the fact that although water

supply and storage seem to be among top priorities of the government,

the utilisation of funds for water projects has steadily gone down. This is

so in the face of the fact that the country is facing an acute shortage of

water. 

Figures show that during the current fiscal year 2016-17, the govern-

ment has allocated Rs31.72 billion for development schemes in the water

sector, but only around Rs24 billion, or 76% of the total, would be utilised

by the end of June. This has been disclosed in the Annual Plan 2017-18.

The government has not only delayed the release of funds for water proj-

ects designed to enhance the country’s storage capacity, but it has also

cut fund allocation substantially since coming to power about four years

ago. Instead, its focus has been on building the road infrastructure and

metro bus projects.

A detailed analysis of the situation shows that after coming to power in

mid-2013, the government earmarked Rs59 billion for fiscal year 2013-14,

to be disbursed among different projects aimed at conserving and enhanc-
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ing the country’s water resources. However, out of the total, only Rs35 bil-

lion could be spent as the government slowed down the release of funds.

In 2015-16, the allocation for water projects was slashed by around 50%

to Rs30.12 billion. However, only Rs23 billion was disbursed for injection

into the schemes. In the next fiscal year, almost a similar amount, Rs31.06

billion, was set aside for water schemes, but only Rs24 billion would be

released by the end of the year. For the upcoming fiscal year 2017-18, a

slightly higher amount estimated at Rs36.7 billion has been earmarked for

water projects.

It is common knowledge that Pakistan is fast becoming a water-scarce

country with increasing shortages, while India plans to build more dams

on rivers coming to Pakistan. So far no workable water management policy

has been put in place and farmers are forced to consume groundwater

with the help of tube wells to irrigate their crops, which inflates power con-

sumption bills. Faced with increasing difficulties, the farmers staged a

protest in Islamabad last week on the eve of the budget for 2017-18, to in-

vite attention to their plight as the government seemed to have relegated

the agriculture sector to a lower priority zone. In the previous fiscal year,

the agriculture sector did not grow, falling far short of the target, which had

a negative impact on the overall national economic growth rate. In the cur-

rent fiscal year, however, the agriculture sector grew 3.46% – its highest

level in the past five years.

In the new budget, the government has increased agriculture credit tar-

get by 43% to Rs1.001 trillion and has announced loans of Rs50,000 for

small farmers. Still, it has paid more attention to the manufacturing sector,

which is provided loans at low interest rates whereas the farmers are com-

pelled to bear high interest costs. The fertiliser manufacturers and sugar

millers have got billions in government subsidy, but its benefits have hardly

trickled down to the farmers.

Experts have warned that Pakistan will face severe energy and food

security challenges in future as the government is showing little interest in

water supply projects, which are closely related to agriculture production

that needs water as a major input. Pakistan has been facing flood devas-

tation for the past seven years. But calls for building more water reservoirs

have fallen on deaf ears. At present, water storage capacity of the country

is 14 million acre feet (MAF) whereas annual consumption stands at 117

MAF. Consumption of 1 MAF of water has a positive impact of $1 billion

on the economy. Pakistan has been losing billions every year because of

water wastage as reservoirs fall short of need.

Per capita water availability has fallen from approximately 5,000 cubic

meters per year to around 1,000 cubic meters per year now. According to

the World Bank, we are heading towards water availability of less than

1,000 cubic meters per year per person by 2035. In Balochistan, the

kaarez have gone dry and in Lahore the groundwater is going down. In its

recent report, the Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources

(PCRWR) has warned that the country will approach absolute water

scarcity by 2025. The study predicts that if no remedial measures are taken

the country will face a drought-like situation in the near future. It is a silent

crisis building up with serious consequences for the future of the country. 

Pakistan is now facing extreme weather conditions, including frequent

bouts of floods and droughts that cause severe damage to the country’s

agricultural, livestock and water infrastructure. Much of these costs is at-

tributable to lack of adequate storage capacity. The total dam storage in

Pakistan represents only 30 days of average demand, compared to 1,000

days for Egypt and 220 days for India.  A new study by the IMF quotes

Pakistan as a case study “where, despite an abundance of water a few

decades ago, faulty policies have raised the prospect of water scarcity that

could threaten all aspects of the economy”. The study says that water

scarcity in Pakistan could threaten all aspects of the national economy,

while blaming “lack of proper management” for the water mess we find

ourselves in.

While the population has been growing fast with a concomitant increase

in agricultural and industrial activity, we have done little to build reservoirs

and dams to conserve water and prevent water wastage. Over the past

many years we have remained engaged in futile discussions on building

the Kalabagh dam, but the possibility of building small dams has been ig-

nored. To make a bad situation worse, climate change is threatening to

further damage and disrupt our agrarian economy. Environmental scien-

tists have been warning of alternating cycles of floods and drought ulti-

mately leading to severe water shortages. The signs are already evident

in recurring floods and bouts of drought in recent years. We must act be-

fore it is too late.
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A smear campaign and threats from the government have forced the

judiciary to call it a “mafia”. It appears the joint investigation team (JIT),

which was set up and is being overseen by the Supreme Court of Pakistan,

may not be able to withstand the pressure and threats and will fail to reach

any conclusion against the ruling family in the Panama case.

A malicious campaign started against the judiciary when it decided to

hear the Panama case last year. Government ministers ridiculed the

judges outside the court, daily. However, their tirade has intensified after

the court decided to form the joint investigation team after reaching a split

decision. Two judges of a five-member bench found Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif guilty of corruption and money laundering and ordered him to step

down. However, three others said a thorough investigation was needed to

reach a conclusion. Consequently, it formed the joint investigation team.

Since then, the government has attempted to hamper its work and

make it controversial. First, it objected to two members of the team for

being partial. However, the court rejected the objection as premature and

without any proof. Then, a vicious campaign was launched in the media,

creating an impression that the Supreme Court of Pakistan had exceeded

its power and expressed a bias in the selection of JIT members. Acting on

the lines of Newsleaks, a story was planted in the media, which claimed
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the registrar of the Supreme Court had forced the State Bank of Pakistan

and the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan to include spe-

cific names in the JIT. According to the fake news, a Whatsapp caller, in-

troducing himself as the Supreme Court Registrar, told top bosses of the

State Bank of Pakistan and Securities and Exchange Commission of Pak-

istan to include specific names in the panel to be forwarded to the

Supreme Court's special bench for the constitution of the JIT on the

Panama case. “The caller gave the names of Amer Aziz to the SBP and

Bilal Rasool to the SECP for their inclusion in the organizations’ respective

panel of officers for the JIT on the Panama case against the prime minister

and his children. According to one source, the caller also sought the name

of Irfan Naeem Mangi from NAB, but it could not be confirmed,” it alleged.

The story was bogus on the grounds that the Supreme Court of Pak-

istan had mandated itself to chose the JIT members and it could have or-

dered any department to include any officer in the team. It is also a fact

that the registrar could not contact any person on his own. If he had con-

tacted the SBP and SECP heads, he must have done it on an order of the

judges. However, the government tried to create an impression that the

registrar was working on his own and the court wanted to target the Sharif

family through the appointment of its handpicked officers as JIT members.

The nexus of the government and its favourite media group was ex-

posed by the Supreme Court when it said it had itself formed the joint in-

vestigation team to probe the Panama scandal. “We have constituted the

team and we are not afraid of consequences. The court itself had issued

directions to the registrar for the constitution of the JIT,” Justice Ejaz Afzal

said and warned that strict action would be taken for mocking the judici-

ary.

As if the media campaign was not enough, the judges, JIT members

and their families were given life threats and warned of “dire conse-

quences” by a ruling party senator for investigations against the Sharif fam-

ily. This time, the ruling party used its senator from Karachi, Nehal Hashmi,

who could never have dreamt of becoming a senator without the support

of the ruling party. He repaid favours to the party by threatening “those car-

rying out investigations against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family

members would not be able to live in Pakistan. Listen! You ask the son of

Nawaz Sharif to submit details of bank accounts. Who are you to ask him

about his account details? We are workers of Nawaz Sharif, those who

have made the Sharif family accountable (earlier) and (those) doing so

(now) will not be spared... we will make an example of them. You are in

service today and will retire tomorrow. We, the Pakistani nation will make

it difficult for you and your family to live in this country, like you are making

it difficult for an honourable and conscientious Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif.” After his threats to the judges and JIT members and their families,

the prime minister asked him to resign from his Senate seat and his party

membership was also suspended.

His tirade forced the Supreme Court to observe the government was

acting like the Sicilian mafia. A special bench, set up to enforce the Apex

Court’s April 20 judgment in the Panama leaks case, also decided to insti-

tute a contempt of court case against Nehal Hashmi. It is clear that he

could not have threatened the judges and JIT members on his own; he

must have been directed by the party leadership.

Irked by the court remarks, in which it called the government a mafia,

a government spokesman said the comments were "against the code of

conduct" of the court. In a statement, he said,” The comments made by

the judge damaged Pakistan's reputation and integrity internationally. The

prime minister's action against the PML-N member was neglected during

the hearing. The record available in print and social media proved that the

government had swiftly expressed its anger when Hashmi's inflammatory

speech came to light, which showed that the government's policies were

not in line with Hashmi’s remarks”. Expressing "deep regret" over the re-

marks, the government spokesperson said the SC judges had levelled "un-

founded allegations" against the government.

It is an established fact that the ruling party has appointed its favourite

people to head all national institutions. Heads of all departments are either

relatives of the family or their close aides. It has conquered almost all in-

stitutions. The court was right when it called the government a mafia. How-

ever, the court’s observation shows the JIT members, who are government

officers, may not be able to withstand the government’s pressure and

threats and the accountability of the ruling family could remain only a

dream for the people of Pakistan.
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Pakistan Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar has observed that a disquali-

fication case against Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf Chairman Imran Khan is a

counterblast to the Panama case against the ruling family. The case shows

how a government can use state resources and institutions to lodge bogus

cases to silence its critics and divert the public attention from its wrongdo-

ing in Pakistan.

There is no comparison between the Panama case against the ruling

family and the case against the PTI chairman. In the Panama case, which

was revealed by an international consortium of investigative journalists,

the Sharif family was accused of amassing ill-gotten wealth, tax evasion

and money laundering. In other words, they earned money in Pakistan but

transferred it abroad illegally. On the other hand, Imran earned money by

playing cricket abroad and brought it to Pakistan. It is strange he still had

to provide the proof of a money trail and was warned of consequences by

the court, if he failed. However, he hopes to be exonerated in the case

after his former wife Jemima Goldsmith said she had succeeded in tracking

down documents to establish the money trail for the purchase of the Bani

Gala estate. “Finally tracked down 15-year-old bank statements to prove

Imran Khan money trail/ innocence in court. Now please go after the real

crooks,” she tweeted. PTI’s official Twitter account also posted that the

money trail had been established and the case “demolished,” although the

court has not yet decided the issue.

It is a fact the court decided to hear the Panama case against the Sharif

family because of a long struggle by Imran Khan. He continued his protest

and the court had to hear the case at last, when all institutions concerned

failed to move. In return, a similar case of money laundering was filed
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against him to malign him. Everybody knows Imran Khan had not caused

any loss to Pakistan when he brought money to Pakistan. But he still had

to face a long and hard trial, because the government was behind it. In

contrast, the Sharif family has allegedly caused a loss of trillions of rupees

to Pakistan, according to the Panama Papers, but it took Imran Khan al-

most six months to force the court to take up the issue through his coun-

trywide protests. All other institutions also remained silent.

The same was the case when Imran Khan moved the Supreme Court

of Pakistan against encroachments near his Bani Gala residence a few

months ago. Instead of removing the encroachments, the Capital Develop-

ment Authority (CDA), a government institution headed by a close aide to

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, came up with a startling finding that Imran

had built the house illegally and it would be razed. The Capital Development

Authority (CDA) declared his residence “illegal”, which “requires to be de-

molished” in a report to the court. “The PTI chief’s residence is among 122

illegally-constructed buildings in the area, which have been raised in viola-

tion of the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Zoning Regulations, 1992,” it

said. It added it had recently conducted a survey to identify illegal commer-

cial buildings constructed in Bani Gala, according to which, 122 illegal and

unauthorised buildings existed. “They are either under construction or have

been completed. As per the ICT Zoning Regulations, the constructions are

unauthorised and required to be demolished,” the report added, which was

submitted on behalf of the CDA and the ICT Administration.

Imran Khan had purchased the land and built his residence in 2002.

After 15 years, the government department has suddenly realized that it

was built illegally after he filed a plea against encroachments in the area

in the court. The CDA surveyed the area only after he filed the plea in the

court. The residence was built even before the promulgation of the present

bylaws and the approval for the construction was granted by the union

council concerned. Its building plan was also approved by union council

23. The government has so far ignored his Lahore Zaman Park residence,

which was built by his forefathers. It needs little effort to prove it was also

built illegally and in violation of many rules and regulations. Many Patwaris

will happily do it.

As the Bani Gala case appears to be subsiding, a foreign funding case

against his party still looks threatening. A petition, filed against the party in

the Election Commission of Pakistan, accused him of receiving foreign

funding and embezzling it. Pakistanis living abroad are biggest donors of

his cancer hospital and the party. It is cruel to call Pakistanis living abroad

foreigners. As regards embezzlement charges, the government should use

its graft-busting institutions to find the truth and bring its proof before the

people of Pakistan. His party is popular among Pakistanis living abroad

but the government is trying to create an impression that he is receiving

money from Jews and Hindus. It is an injustice to Pakistanis living abroad.

The “foreign funding case” was filed in November 2014, by Akbar S. Babar,

a founding member of the PTI and its former vice president, who allegedly

had joined the PTI at the behest of the PML-N.

If action is taken against him or his party on the basis of “foreign fund-

ing,” almost all parties, including the ruling party will also not go unpun-

ished. The PTI counsel recently submitted documents before the Supreme

Court which said the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, Pakistan Peo-

ples Party, Muttahida Qaumi Movement, All Pakistan Muslim League and

even the Pakistan government owned companies in foreign countries to

collect donations. “The PTI is not the only one but other political parties

also have companies abroad,” said PTI lawyer Anwar Mansoor before a

three-judge bench, headed by Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar. He submit-

ted a set of documents showing the initiation of a company called the PML-

N UK with Zubair Gul having the right to exercise control over the company.

“The company’s statement of objectives says that its purpose is to promote

democracy, peace, prosperity, social justice, rule of law, education and

health, tolerance and equality in Pakistan. One of the purposes of the party

is to strengthen democratic institutions in Pakistan and engage Pakistanis

living abroad, particularly in the UK, to participate in Pakistani politics,” he

added.

The “foreign funding” case is still a threat to Imran and his party. How-

ever, it is very difficult to prove he received funds from non-Pakistanis

abroad or embezzled them. Even if some adverse action is taken, he will

still remain Pakistan’s only hope in its fight against corruption. He has be-

come so popular among his followers that he will remain unscathed even

if more serious allegations are leveled against him.
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Two former ministers in the last Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) govern-

ment and two ex-Members of National Assembly have joined the Pakistan

Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) in the last few weeks and many more people from

the party are ready to defect to Imran Khan’s party. It appears the PPP will

not even be able to find candidates in the Punjab for the next election.

Former PPP Federal Minister from Mandi Bahauddin district, Nazar

Muhammad Gondal, and his younger brother former PPP MNA Zulfiqar

Gondal have announced joining the PTI, few days after another former

PPP Federal Minister Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan defected to that party. Few

weeks ago, a former PPP MNA from Peshawar, Noor Alam Khan, an-

nounced his support to the PTI. The PPP leadership held meetings with

them, even former President Asif Zardari called on Dr Firdous Ashiq to

convince her not to leave the party, but could not stop her. According to

reports, almost all top leaders of the PPP are expected to join the PTI

ahead of elections after the policies of their party have made it impossible

for them to take part in politics in the Punjab. Others who feel it undignified

to break their long association with the party, may quit politics altogether.

In his reaction to the defections, PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto said it

was his party that had appointed the defectors to high posts during its last

tenure and leaving of a few people would not affect the party. A large num-
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ber of people have left the party, but the PPP leadership is still not willing

to review its strategy. It will have to review its policy of being a toothless

opposition and acting as a B team to the government to maintain its pres-

ence in the biggest province of the country. Some time ago, the PPP’s

Okara chapter switched its allegiance to the PTI en bloc. A majority of for-

mer parliamentarians of the party from the Punjab believe the leadership

failed to address their reservations despite many requests and the only

option for them was to leave it for their survival in the future political land-

scape of the province. Several parliamentarians, who failed to win assem-

bly seats in the last general election, accuse the party leadership of

ignoring them due to their failure in the elections, while they faced alleged

victimisation at the hands of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N) in the province.

Some PPP leaders say the leadership has sacrificed the political inter-

ests of the party in the Punjab to save its interests in Sindh, which created

panic among PPP leaders in the province. The PPP is not in power in the

province but it still failed to play the role of a real opposition. It is why party

representatives believe that they have become irrelevant to the PPP in the

Punjab. Former PPP State Minister Syed Sumsam Ali Bokhari and Provin-

cial Minister Ashraf Khan Sohna have already joined the PTI. They blamed

PPP Co-Chairman Asif Zardari’s continued policy of conciliation with the

ruling party in the Punjab had made them virtually redundant in the

province’s political sphere and forced them to change sides.

Besides internal rifts, the party faces the biggest challenge to its exis-

tence from the PTI. Instead of the PPP, the PTI is seriously challenging

the MQM in Karachi and the PML-N in the Punjab. The last few years saw

a steep rise in the popularity of the PTI, the ruling party in Khyber

Pukhtunkhwa, for highlighting failures of the PPP government in Sindh and

the PML-N governments at the Centre and the Punjab.

The PPP launched Bilawal Bhutto Zardari to revive its fortunes after a

heavy drubbing in the last general election. He started his campaign with

fiery speeches and bitter criticism of the MQM and the ruling PML-N. How-

ever, he failed to click because his party had made a bad bargain to sup-

port Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in exchange for his backing for PPP

governments in Sindh, Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan assemblies.

The PPP faces the toughest time in its history, as the PTI threatens to

eliminate it in many areas, even its strongholds in interior Sindh and south

Punjab. Its task becomes even more daunting when memories of poor

governance of its last government at the Centre and Sindh are fresh. The

PPP failed to deliver after a win in the 2008 elections. However, it was still

not hurt too much. The most damaging point for the party came when it

announced its support to the PML-N government after protests by Imran

Khan and Dr. Tahirul Qadri in Islamabad. It failed to assess public senti-

ments and sided with the government which cost it dearly. The PPP was

a heavy opposition in the Punjab until 2013. Now, the PTI has replaced it.

The situation has dejected its workers and leaders and forced them to

change their loyalties.

With the PPP bearing the brunt of what is dubbed the “PML-N friend-

ship alliance” in the political crisis, the Punjab leadership of the party feels

the chairman needs to focus attention on ignored and disgruntled workers

in the country’s most important province. According to experts, it will have

to adopt an aggressive policy against the PML-N, if it wants to avoid more

losses. Asif Zardari’s image has been tainted among the masses for cor-

ruption charges. He should quit politics and allow his son Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari to run the affairs of the party. In this way, the PPP can make seat

adjustments with other parties in the Punjab. Even the PTI could be willing

to make seat adjustments with it if its head is Bilawal, as a PPP, with Asif

Zardari in command, will not be acceptable to any party. Rather, it will be-

come a liability for other parties. He should leave politics for the survival

of his party in the Punjab, otherwise the party will find it hard to find can-

didates for all constituencies in the province. Asif Zardari has harmed his

party to such an extent that it has been confined to rural Sindh only and it

will take the next two elections for its complete elimination from its home

province. 



June 16-30, 201714

The security situation in Afghanistan has become extremely adverse

after a series of terrorist attacks in the country in late May and early June,

killing more than 100 and maiming at least 500 people. In the first attack

through a truck bomb inside the Kabul Diplomatic Enclave, at least 90 peo-

ple were killed. Several Afghans were killed on the second day of the truck

bomb  attack (May 31) when security forces opened indiscriminate fire on

protesting people expressing their anger at the Afghan government’s fail-

ure to protect citizens from the terrorist attacks. 20 Afghans perished in

suicide attacks during the funeral of killed protestors on June 3. Noticeably,

neither the Afghan Taliban nor the Islamic State, two main militant and ter-

rorist groups most active in Afghanistan, claimed the attacks.

The Afghan intelligence agency, the National Directorate of Intelligence

(NDS), blamed the Taliban-affiliate Afghan Haqqani Network for the attack.

The NDS claimed that the Haqqani Network was based in Pakistan and

had official patronage from Islamabad, particularly its intelligence and se-

curity apparatus. The NDS allegations have been seen by observers as a

stratagem to divert attention of the Afghans and the world from the failure

of the Afghan government, particularly its security establishment, including

the NDS itself. While the Haqqani Network has not claimed responsibility

for the above-mentioned attacks, the terrorist strikes raise serious ques-

tions on the performance of the Afghan security apparatus. The truck

bomb is an undeniable proof of the failure of President Ashraf Ghani’s gov-

ernment to protect even the high security zone let alone common Afghans.

How the truck entered such a high-security zone, is a million dollar ques-

tion.

Rejecting the allegations of the Afghan NDS, Pakistan Ambassador to

the United States, Aizaz Chaudhry, said that the Afghan Haqqani Network,

once based in Pakistan’s North Waziristan Agency, on the Afghan border,
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has relocated to Afghanistan after the launch of operation Zarb-e-Azb in

June 2014. Therefore, Afghanistan instead of blaming Pakistan should

take care of the Haqqani Network on its own territory, if it considers the

network behind the series of attacks. Chaudhry’s argument can hardly be

refuted. Even Afghans do not seem to accept the tiresome allegations by

the Afghan government and the NDS against Pakistan. That is why, on the

very next day of the May 31 bombing in Kabul, hundreds of Afghans

staged protests against President Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Ab-

dullah Abdullah and demanded their resignations. The official Afghan ha-

tred for Pakistan is historic. However, it is no longer working with the

common Afghans when the latter are being ruthlessly killed in unabated

terrorist attacks by the Taliban and Islamic State (IS).

Here one must advise the Afghans that if they continue to shift the

blame on to Pakistan, that is up to them; but this is not going to solve their

problems. On its part Pakistan, which has been greatly affected by the

conflict and crisis in Afghanistan, has finally reached the conclusion that

neither could Afghanistan provide Islamabad the once hoped for “Strategic

Depth” nor security. Therefore, it is a viable option to manage the 2,600km-

long border with Afghanistan, in order to protect Pakistan from the ill-effects

of crisis and conflict in Afghanistan, as well as to put an end to Kabul’s

blame-games and the international community’s canards of Pakistan push-

ing terrorists and militants into Afghanistan from Pakistani territory, to keep

the insurgency alive in Afghanistan. Afghanistan has not been doing near

enough to protect its citizens or territory from what it has alleged have been

the activities of Pakistan-based and Pakistani-supported terrorist organi-

zations.

Coming back to terrorist attacks in Afghanistan, if these have not been

claimed by the Taliban, the IS and even the Haqqani Network, then who

could possibly be behind such attacks? None of these groups could be

blamed for the attacks because they have been claiming each and every

attack, including the most deadly, carried out by them. So it would be naïve

to argue that these groups shied away from claiming the recent attacks for

fear of public outrage against them.

Certain quarters are linking the attacks to the recent policy shift by US

President Donald Trump’s administration regarding Afghanistan. According

to the policy shift more American forces would be deployed in Afghanistan

and instead of curtailing US financial support to Kabul, it would be in-

creased and annually $23 billion would be provided to the Afghan govern-

ment in various sectors. The policy of President Trump’s predecessor

President Obama was to gradually pull out all the US troops from

Afghanistan. President Ghani of Afghanistan has been desirous of a con-

tinued and pronounced presence of US and NATO troops in Afghanistan.

President Obama had wanted to place increasing responsibilities on the

Afghan government and Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) to man-

age the affairs of the country, instead of looking towards Washington. How-

ever, President Ghani and his security establishment, seeing Kabul’s

incapacity and unwillingness to take on full responsibilities of running the

affairs of Afghanistan, particularly managing its economy, has been calling

upon Obama and now Trump, to commit more troops and financial assis-

tance to the Afghan administration. Trump’s national security advisers also

seem to have persuaded him to increase the US presence in Afghanistan.

However, within the US there is large-scale criticism of committing more

US troops and dollars to Afghanistan. That is considered against what

Trump promised in his election campaign, i.e., not to sacrifice American

lives and money for someone else’s war. Seeing this situation, the Afghan

infamous and incompetent security establishment may have contrived to

rope in the US and it may itself have staged the recent terrorist attacks.

Here, the attack on Kabul’s Diplomatic Enclave is quite meaningful.

Through this, the Afghan security establishment wanted to create a per-

ception that its forces were incapable to provide security even to the for-

eign missions, which necessitated the continued and increased presence

of US forces.

By having significant presence of Americans in Afghanistan, the Afghan

president, his security establishment and the Indian lobby in Afghanistan,

think to keep a check on Pakistan in Afghanistan. However, this is coun-

terproductive on their part, because as long as US forces remain in

Afghanistan, peace would remain elusive. The Taliban have always taken

the position that unless all the foreign forces left Afghanistan, there is no

likelihood of their participation in peace talks with the Afghan government.

The unfolding situation in Afghanistan and its mismanagement by the

Afghan authorities is a very serious development, particularly for Pakistan.

Kabul has developed a dependency on the US and the West, which has

prevented it from nation-building, controlling and rehabilitating the Afghans.

Pakistan and other stakeholders are trying to keep their hands off, sensing

a possible burning. In this situation there is need for the rise of a mature

and genuine Afghan leadership to put its house in order before it is too

late. A perpetuation of the present situation may result in the ultimate divi-

sion of Afghanistan.
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As the current political dispensation of Pakistan has entered the last

constitutional year of its stipulated tenure, people and political parties have

started revamping their strategies to win as many votes and parliamentary

seats as possible. In this regard, the role of young men and women, both

as voters and candidates, would be critical in the next national elections.

Arguably, the next national elections would revolve around young men and

women. Although the role of the country’s youth was quite significant in

the last national elections held in 2013, but next time whenever elections

would be held in the country, the role of young men and women would be

extensively influential.

In the election campaign for the 2013 general elections, one of the most

important developments had been the participation of a large number of

young men and women in the electioneering. While we cannot ascertain

what was the exact level of participation of young men and women in the

voting but empirically speaking they obviously played a significant role in

the whole process. In the next elections the participation of the youth would

be even more pronounced. There are different reasons for this proactive

role of the youth in the process of election campaigns. These causes are

intricately linked to the social and economic conditions of the youths of

Pakistan.

Generally the conditions for, and of, Pakistani young men and women

have been extremely pathetic and there has been a strong urge within the

youth to change their condition; which would drive them to take part ac-

tively and in great numbers in the next elections.

Soon after the last general elections, the British Council Pakistan, had

published a very important report titled Next Generation Goes to the Ballot

Youth Bulge
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Box. A critically important finding of the report was that “a next generation

middle class is emerging in Pakistan.” This is one of the most positive de-

velopments in the country and will have a far-reaching impact on the coun-

try’s society, economy, politics and security. Democracy and the middle

class have a symbiotic relationship and this is the lesson we learn from

modern world history. One of the reasons due to which democracy could

not flourish in Pakistan has been the significant absence of a strong middle

class. As the middle class grows, it would result in more and more move-

ments and struggles for people’s rights. In the 2013 polls, voting turnout

remained relatively high by Pakistani standards. On average, the turnout

was 55 percent, which was the highest since the start of the so-called dem-

ocratic era in 1988. Fundamentally, this high turnout meant more partici-

pation from the middle classes, particularly by the young professionals. In

the last four years, sizable numbers of young men and women have joined

different professions and in the run up to the next elections more youths

would have joined the professional class. Professionalism hones youth

and it has a huge impact on their thought processes, including their political

views. They come to know realize that regarding the political system of the

country, they could not remain passive bystanders, as the political devel-

opments, particularly policymaking, carried out by government, largely im-

pact their lives and careers. And as governments come into existence

through electoral processes therefore, they ought to participate in the

processes. This realization among the young men and women would in-

crease the voter turn out in the next elections and whichever political party

would be able to harness this young professional class, would gain the

most electorally.

About the voting behavior of the young population the above-mentioned

British Council report had found, “A small set of issues will influence the

way young people vote” and that “Young voters could have a pivotal influ-

ence on elections.” I think today the most important issue is of corruption

by the government and politicians which has been highlighted by the

Panama case against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Moreover, there are

certain other youth-specific issues which would prove a decisive incentive

for the young population to actively participate in the next elections. These

issues include employment, educational opportunities, career development

and so on. Therefore, again whichever party would promise these to the

youth and the latter believes it could deliver, keeping in mind its track

record, would get most of the votes of the young population.

From the results of the last general elections, for the young the main

issues were educational facilities and career or economic opportunities,

besides the prestige and security of the country. So these issues domi-

nated the young voters' preferences. This influence did not change results

in a big way but has transformed the political culture of the country, which

will have its impact in the next elections as the political culture has been

evolving.

The most alarming finding of the British Council report was, “Young

people are losing confidence in the democratic system.” However, the high

turnout of voting in the elections of 2013 negated this finding to a great ex-

tent. More participation may also mean that the youth has decided to

change the system and this would itself restore their confidence in the

democratic system. The next general elections would be the benchmark

of how much confidence the youth has in the democratic system of Pak-

istan.

It is important to mention that in the last elections, for the first time ever,

nearly more than 50 percent of around 85 million total voters comprised of

young men and women between the ages of 18-40. Of these young voters,

nearly three million, constituting 34.68 percent, were below 30 years of

age of which most voted for the first time. This was a healthy sign for a

nascent and vulnerable democracy like Pakistan that most of its voters

were young and they have started participating in the political process.

Next time the young men and women, who voted for the first time would

be voting for the second time and they would be joined by millions of other

eligible young voters. A clear picture would emerge once the results of the

recently concluded national census are revealed.  

Since all the successive Pakistani governments have failed due to lack

of vision and commitment to cater to the needs of the growing young pop-

ulation, the latter have to come forward and create conditions in which they

will have opportunities. As elections are the best opportunity to create such

conditions and a milieu, the young men and women of Pakistan have

started realizing that they must take part in the electoral process, that is

electioneering and voting, if not politics. Because in such a way they could

bring in a government of their liking which then could formulate policies

and devise programmes which directly benefit the youth. Taking part in the

electoral process also is a short cut for the youth and it is less time-con-

suming and through which concrete results could be secured.

Keeping the above-mentioned dynamics of the young population of

Pakistan and their possible role in the next elections, it would be inter-

esting to see what strategies main political parties of Pakistan devise to

win young voters to their side and how effective these strategies turn

out to be.
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On May 26, 2017, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar presented the federal

budget for financial year 2017-18. Apparently, there was great news in the

budget speech for the education sector: the budget for the sector had been

increased almost six times compared with the previous fiscal year’s alloca-

tions. However, there was no mention in the budget documents that almost

half of the previous year’s allocations for education sector remained

unutilised. Interestingly, the finance division released only Rs8 billion from

the Rs. 21 billion to the HEC till May 2017.

The budget proposals for financial year 2017-18, show that the Centre

will spend Rs90.52 billion on federal education and related services in the

upcoming fiscal year. The allocation is nearly Rs6 billion higher than the al-

location under this head last year. Besides, Rs25.5 billion allocated for 105

ongoing schemes, the government has set aside Rs. 9.1 billion for the 62

new projects, mainly focusing on development, research and innovation.

The major chunk of the budget, 75.4%, will be spent on tertiary educa-

tion and related services. The break-up of the figures shows that pre-pri-

mary and primary education will receive Rs8.75 billion, secondary

education Rs10.8bn, and tertiary education Rs68.25bn. Administrative

costs will account for Rs1.29bn of the total allocation.

An allocation of Rs35.66 billion for the Higher Education Commission

(HEC) was also made in the budget. This budget includes allocations for

establishment of a National Sports University, Pakistan Academy of Social

Sciences, and drug addiction preventive programmes in higher education

institutions, among others. 

Among the new schemes, Rs20 million is earmarked for the Pakistan

Academy of Social Sciences, Rs100 million each for the PM University

Olympics and the PM’s electric wheelchair scheme for university stu-

dents.

As in the previous years, a handsome amount has been earmarked for

scholarships. Rs550m has been allocated for the Fulbright Scholarships

Support Programme of HEC-USAID Phase-2, while Rs527m allocated for

the Pak-USAID Merit and Need Based Scholarship Program (Phase-II).

However, the ministry included 70% of the projects from the previous

fiscal year, which remained incomplete. The Federal Education and Pro-

fessional Training Division got more than Rs2 billion in the Public Sector

Development Programme (PSDP) for fiscal year 2017-18. In PSDP 2016-

17, the allocated funds for the federal education were Rs512.764 million.

As per the budget documents, Rs2961.926 million have been allocated

for ongoing and new schemes for projects all-over the country. Three new

projects have been included, but all of them are unapproved so far. As per

details, Rs2,385.926 million has been set aside for ongoing projects, while

Rs576 million allocated for new projects. The new projects include capacity

building of education managers and Rs26 million has been allocated for

the scheme.

The allocated amount for new schemes also includes the development

of academic and research infrastructure at the University of Gwadar, with

total funding of Rs200 million, while Rs400 million has been earmarked for

establishment of the National Science and Technology Park at the Central

Campus of the National University of Science and Technology. Rs240 mil-
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lion has been allocated for the establishment of sub-campuses of public

sector universities at the district level. 

On the school side, Rs1.46 billion will be spent on the establishment

and operation of Basic Education Community Schools (BECS) in the coun-

try. Similarly, for the National Education Reform Initiative, Rs500 million has

been set aside and for the project of teaching Holy Quran in Basic Educa-

tion Community Schools (BECS) and National Commission for Human De-

velopment (NCHD) schools, Rs. 50 million has been allocated. Rs16 million

has been allocated for Vocational Schools in public private partnership.

However, the status of all these schemes is unapproved. That means these

schemes would not be able to get funding until their approval, and alloca-

tions for them may remain unutilised throughout the year, according to

some experts. 

Meanwhile, under the outgoing schemes, a total of 10 projects are under

way including a Educational Leadership and Institutional Programme, es-

tablishment of a National Curriculum Council (NCC) Secretariat, improving

human development indicators, mainstreaming of madaris, modernisation

and standardisation of the examination system, best teachers awards, vo-

cational schools in public-private partnership, participation in trends inter-

national mathematics sciences, use of data for educational planning and

management using and establishment and operation of the Basic Education

Community Schools in the country. 

For establishment of the NCC Secretariat, Rs39 million has been allo-

cated, while Rs40 million will be spent on the National Best Teacher Awards

and National Teachers Training Institute. 

For mainstreaming of seminaries, Rs16 million has been set aside and

for Improving Human Development indicators Rs737.180 million earmarked

with a focus on Millennium Development Goals relating to education. Rs500

million would be spent only on a National Education Reforms initiative.

About Rs200 has been set aside each, for establishment of the National

Centre for Cyber Security and the National Centre for Robotics and Au-

tomation. Rs100 is allocated for establishment of a National Centre for

Human Nutrition and National Centre for Basic Sciences. About Rs78 mil-

lion has been kept for bridging the job market skill gap for general post-

graduate degree holders. 

The budgetary allocations make special mention of the new project, the

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Rs160 million has been allo-

cated for establishment of national institutes of applied technologies and

specialised research centres to support CPEC initiatives. 

Also, Rs150 million has been allocated for a medical college at federal

level and Rs200 million for enterprise resource planning system. Rs90 mil-

lion set aside for award of 50 scholarships for Masters degree classes in

Punjab and 50 scholarships for Chinese language for students from

Gwadar.

Rs170 million has been announced for a science talent farming scheme,

while Rs200 million for strengthening of core network and expansion of

PERN footprints through CPEC’s optic fibre.

In fiscal year 2017-18, five new universities, including University of

Baltistan (GB), University of Chitral, Agriculture University in Dera Ismail

Khan, University at Gwadar and Federal University in Hyderabad, Sindh,

will be launched.

The ongoing schemes of the HEC include establishment of a Women’s

University, Multan, for which Rs339 million has been earmarked, while

Rs300 million would be spent on the provision of higher education oppor-

tunities for students of Balochistan and FATA.

The officials in the HEC admit that the overall budget has been in-

creased, but express concerns that the proposed budget has not been ap-

proved by the HEC Board, and even the provincial governments and other

stakeholders have not been consulted. That means, they fear, the alloca-

tions would never be released to the HEC. 

An official at the HEC told Cutting Edge that almost 89% universities --

160 out of 183 -- are the ones which are under the domain of provincial

governments. According to the Federal Audit Report, 47% of the total de-

velopment budget, Rs1,324.67 million, out of 2,762.30 million, remained

unutilised.

The previous history of utilising the HEC allocations is not very encour-

aging either. In 2014-15, 28 out of 54 and in 2015-16, 37 out of 56 new de-

velopment schemes indicated in PSDP, remained unapproved and thus

failed to receive the budgetary allocations made in their names.

In 2016-17, the number of new development projects decreased to 39,

out of those only four were approved, which meant the release of funding

is conditional to approval by competent forums.  
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Although women-related issues have been the concern of policy makers

in Pakistan over the years, yet the post-18th amendment scenario in the

Constitution in 2010 unleashed a renewed focus on the subject at provincial

level in Punjab. In 2012, a paradigm shift was witnessed in government of

the Punjab’s approach to empowerment policy titled Punjab Women Em-

powerment Package (PWEP) announced by the Chief Minister Punjab

Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, during celebrations of International Women’s

Day on 8 March, 2012, which was followed by Punjab Women Empower-

ment Initiatives, 2014 and 2016.

Punjab Women Empowerment Package 2012, has declared unequivo-

cally that women empowerment and gender equality commanded a place

of prominence among the priorities of government of Punjab. Establishment

of a dedicated Women Development Department, with the mandate to im-

plement PWEP 2012 followed by Punjab Women Empowerment Initiatives

2014 and 2016, for gradual transformation of the provincial government,

commenced an objective to turn government of Punjab into an entity of ac-

tive practices and promotion of women empowerment and gender equality.

This endeavour entails a number of landmark measures undertaken with

the overwhelming support of the chief minister and the assistance of admin-

istrative departments. Under the supervision of Chief Minister Shehbaz

Sharif, a number of landmark steps have been taken to help provide better

quality of life to women.

In this regard, establishment of a dedicated Women Development De-

partment with a mandate to implement Punjab Women Empowerment Pack-

age 2012, Punjab Women Empowerment Initiatives 2014, and Punjab

Women Empowerment Initiatives, 2016 is an important achievement. Sim-

ilarly, establishment of office of Ombudsperson under the Punjab Protection

Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act 2012, is a very useful

institution for dealing with complaints of harassment. Anti-Harassment Com-

mittees in all public and private sector departments and districts have also

been constituted to inquire into complaints of harassment.

The Punjab Commission on the Status of Women has been set up under

the Punjab Commission on the Status of Women Act 2014, as an independ-

ent, autonomous body to review laws, rules and policies affecting rights and

status of women and suggest their repeal to eliminate discrimination. Simi-

larly, the Social Welfare Department is assigned to establish Violence

against Women (VAW) Centers to protect women from physical and psy-

chological violence. A center has already been established at Multan, while

two such centers are in the pipeline. Meanwhile, Punjab Women Protection

Authority is being established soon. It may be added here that Punjab

Women Development Department’s Helpline 1043 is managed by the Pun-

jab Commission on the Status of Women. This commission is established

to provide referral support to women in access to justice and in other mat-

ters. 16 Working Women Hostels are also providing safe, secure and eco-

nomic accommodations to working women.

The Punjab Fair Representation of Women Act 2014, was passed in

2014, amending 66 laws to provide 33% representation of women in public

sector companies, regulatory bodies, special task forces and committees at

district level. Under this law, more than 25,000 women have been placed at

decision-making level. Women Development Department has got registered

Punjab Day Care Fund Society (PDCF) under the Societies Registration

Act, 1860. The PDCF has funded more than 75 day care centers at various

public and private sector institutions and offices with a grant of Rs.200 mil-

lion. Punjab Working Women Endowment Fund Society has been also reg-

istered for provision of financial assistance to working women residing in

hostels. For the purpose, the government of the Punjab has released Rs.295

million. Meanwhile, out of 709 police stations in the province, female help

desks have been established in 696 police stations to help litigant women.

The offence of acid throwing has been notified to be dealt with by the

Anti-Terrorism Courts. The punishment under this offence is life imprison-

ment or imprisonment up to 14 years and a fine worth Rs.10 lakh. Moreover,

Provincial and District Acid Burn Survivors Boards have been established

for medical and psychological care of the victims. To regulate sale, purchase

and storage of acids, Local Government Department has notified model by-

laws for adoption and strict compliance by Deputy Commissioners. 12

Women Crisis and Rehabilitation Help Desks are working under the Social

Welfare Department to provide medical, legal and psychological care.

Gender
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Under rule 15 of the West Pakistan Minimum Wages Rules 1962 and notifi-

cation issued by the Labour and Human Resource Department same mini-

mum wage has been ensured for both male and female workers.

Following amendments in laws have been made to introduce measures

aimed at eliminating discriminatory practices against women in matters of

inherited property. Punjab Land Revenue (Amendment) Act 2012, has been

passed by the Provincial Assembly and notified for mandatory partition of

property by Revenue Officers within 180 days from the date of sanctioning

of mutation of inheritance. The partition Act of 1893 has been repealed and

the Punjab Partition of Immovable Property Act, 2012 has been passed by

the Provincial Assembly for curtailing delays in the disposal of partition cases

and alleviating problems being faced by the joint owners due to protracted

litigation. Under newly amended Punjab Land Revenue Rules 1968, notified

by the Board of Revenue Punjab, provision of Computerized National Identity

Card and B-Form or similar documents of the deceased and all legal heirs

has been made mandatory for attestation of inheritance mutation. In order

to take action against delinquent Revenue Officers, District Enforcement of

Inheritance Rights Committees (DEIRCs) have been constituted by the

Board of Revenue Punjab, in every district to scrutinize cases when a person

is deprived of his / her inheritance rights by Revenue Officers, or any other

person, with mala fide intentions or on account of negligence. The commit-

tees have held more than 870 meetings throughout Punjab and decided

207,761 cases for inheritance, mutation and partition of property.

The Board of Revenue has approved issuance of certificates for allotment

of Jinnah Abbadies / Kachi Abadis and regularization of village Abadies de-

claring equal shares of husband and wife. As a result of this policy, a total of

110,000 plots in Jinnah Abadis were allotted throughout the province and

8,273 plots in Katchi Abadis were allotted to both spouses. Table of Regis-

tration Fees under Registration Act 1908, has been amended and no regis-

tration fee is charged in urban areas on inheritance-based partition

instrument. The Stamp Act 1899, has also been amended and stamp duty

of Rs500 has been fixed for an inheritance-based partition instrument in

urban and rural areas. Similarly, the Punjab Muslim Family Laws (Amend-

ment) Act 2015, binding  the Nikah Registrar to fill all columns of the Nikah

Form and the Punjab Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Act

2015, have been passed under

which marriage of a girl below the

age of 16 years is an offence.

Likewise, 15% employment

quota for women in the public sector

has been notified in 2012, providing

double benefit to women. They can

compete against the women’s

quota as well as against open

merit for employment. This inter-

vention has brought thousands

of women into public sector

employment. Maternity leave

rules have also been

amended and now leave is

automatically considered

approved upon submis-

sion of application to an

immediate superior.

This intervention has

saved working

women from an

exhausting has-

sle. Paternity

leave has

b e e n

g r a n t e d

for the first

time in the

history of

Pakistan, sharing the

grievances and looking after

working women by their husbands. It is well that pow-

ers to sanction maternity leave have been delegated

to district/divisional level officers saving women from

having to visit provincial offices for sanctioning of

leave. Three-year age relaxation over and above the

prescribed relaxation as a

special dispensation to women has been granted, enhancing eligibility of

women to enter into government service.

Inclusion of one woman mandatorily in the recruitment committee in all

departments has been notified. Under this intervention, the rights of women

to enter into public sector employments have been protected. Separate

washrooms and prayers-room for women have been earmarked in all ad-

ministrative departments and district level offices. Specially designed wash-

rooms for women are constructed at the Punjab Civil Secretariat, Lahore,

for women’s protection and their dignity. All administrative departments have

been requested to replicate the design in their offices and institutions and

demand funding through their Annual Development Programs. Missing fa-

cilities have also been provided in different public sector girls’ schools and

colleges. Besides provision of 275 buses, at least one Girls Degree College

has been provided in every district with a hostel facility.

As for as the improvements in health facilities under the Punjab Women

Empowerment Initiatives are concerned, 800 BHUs are providing 24/7 hours

mother and child care services. Comprehensive nutrition programs in 700

BHUs have been started. Out of 7.9 million beneficiaries of the Health In-

surance Scheme, 4.1 million are women (57%). Moreover, 49,000 LHWs

have been regularized and 14 Mobile Health Units, with mammographic

services, are also provided.

The Women Development Department has also trained domestic work-

ers in different beneficial skills including cooking, serving, laundry, caring (for

infants, children and elderly people), housekeeping including training on per-

sonal hygiene, manners/ethics and awareness about their rights. Interest-

free loans to 617,750 women amounting to Rs12.70 billion have been given.

Similarly, skills training to different women, including domestic workers has

been granted in marketing, start-up programs for small businesses and poul-

try farming

The Punjab government has also distributed more than 256,000 poultry

units and 28,144 cattle heads and goats among women in 36 districts.

The provincial government has established Daanish Schools and Cen-

ters of Excellence in different districts where needy, but bright, girls

are given admission to study free of cost; and PEEF scholarships have

also been awarded to more than 119,313 students

amounting to Rs5.087 billion.

The above-mentioned

steps are the start of providing

a conducive atmosphere to

women so that they can play a

proactive role in the national de-

velopment. It is hoped that

these steps will help to form

a women-friendly society in

Pakistan where they will be

treated equally at every

level.
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Split

By A. O. Scott

• Director M. Night Shyamalan 

• Writer M. Night Shyamalan 

• Stars James McAvoy, Anya Taylor-Joy, Haley Lu Richardson, Jessica

Sula, Betty Buckley 

• Rating PG-13 

• Running Time 1h 57m 

• Genres Horror, Thriller 

At once solemn and preposterous, sinister and sentimental, efficient and

overwrought, Split represents something of a return to form for its writer and

director, M. Night Shyamalan. Or maybe I should say a return to formula. The

movie, shot in and around Philadelphia, Mr. Shyamalan’s hometown, proceeds

nimbly and with suave misdirection toward a pair of rug-pulling final twists that

an attentive viewer will probably be able to anticipate. It’s not exactly a Choose

Your Own Adventure, but you can opt either for the pleasure of surprise at the

end or for the satisfaction of working out the puzzle as you go along.

Thanks to The Sixth Sense and Unbreakable back around the turn of the

century, Mr. Shyamalan stands as a pioneer of spoiler-centric cinema. Like

those movies, and like his later, lesser entertainments (The Village; The Hap-

pening), Split is all plot, an ingenious (and also ridiculous) conceit spun into an

elegant ribbon of suspense. The less said about that plot, therefore, the better.

What I can safely divulge is that three teenage girls are kidnapped after a

birthday party by a close-cropped guy named Dennis in a buttoned-up shirt.

He is obsessed with cleanliness, and he sounds weirdly like John Turturro for

a guy supposedly from Philly. In fact, Dennis is played by the soft-eyed, shape-

shifting British actor James McAvoy, as are the other 23 personalities residing

in the body of a guy who shares the surname of a famous (and famously odd)

Philadelphia-born artist.

These “alters” — a word familiar to fans of the Showtime series United

States of Tara and other pop-cultural treatments of a controversial and often

poorly understood psychological disorder — are a diverse bunch. Some are

male, some female, at least one is a child (named Hedwig) and another (named

Barry) is a gay stereotype. What they want with their captives is not immediately

clear. What Mr. Shyamalan wants is to strip them down to their underwear and

to explore, exploit and occasionally subvert the basic tropes of the female-victim

psycho-slasher movie.

One of the young women — a gothy, spooky misfit named Casey (Anya

Taylor-Joy) — is singled out for special attention from the camera (though not,

at least initially, from Dennis and his colleagues). Her fellow abductees, Claire

(Haley Lu Richardson) and Marcia (Jessica Sula), alternate between panic and

defiance, but Casey counsels patience and watchfulness. Flashbacks to a hunt-

ing trip she took as a 5-year-old (Izzie Leigh Coffey) in the company of her

father (Sebastian Arcelus) and uncle (Brad William Henke) seem to explain the

source of her survival skills, though it turns out that those memories have an-

other, darker meaning as well.

Dennis and company, meanwhile — it’s mostly Barry, actually — consult

with a therapist, Dr. Fletcher, who lives alone in a gracious, book-stuffed row-

house and who is played by the wonderful Betty Buckley. Dr. Fletcher’s primary

function is to explain the movie to the audience, foreshadowing the climax with

her heterodox pseudo-scholarly theories about her many-sided patient, but Ms.

Buckley also provides a dimension of warmth and wit that Split would be much

duller and uglier without.

Film
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Book

Who will Americans miss more, Barack or Michelle Obama? He needs

her, it’s become clear, the way ivy needs an oak. As this estimable couple

shift into private life, others may need her as well, and lonely eyes will in-

creasingly turn in her direction.

Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama is all of 52. She has, you suspect,

a memoir to write. And after that? Whether or not she ultimately enters pol-

itics, her every move will be political in a way it has rarely been for most of

this country’s first ladies.

She will be watched for lessons in how to speak for certain values, in

how to behave, in how to live a meaningful and expressive and nondull

life. The most interesting things she has to offer might still be in front of us.

A new book, The Meaning of Michelle, collects essays from 16 writers,

many of them African-American women, about what it’s been like to wit-

ness Michelle Obama in the White House. “Witness” is the correct word.

The first thing most of these writers admit is that they’ve been unable to

take their eyes off her.

This is because, first of all, she so resembles them. The novelist Be-

nilde Little, in her essay, notes that Mrs. Obama is entrancing, partly be-

cause she is “a dark-skinned woman without ‘classically’ beautiful features

and no social provenance.”

Damon Young, the editor of the digital magazine VSB (Very Smart

Brothas), suggests that while Mrs. Obama’s hair is full and stylish, it is not

what is commonly and perversely referred to as “good hair.” He writes: “It

was black hair, the type of hair that communicated to us all that she knew

what her ‘kitchen’ was, was very well acquainted with the nap, and had a

back-and-forth relationship with hot combs.”

Chirlane McCray, the first lady of New York City, describes meeting Mrs.

Obama and simply “looking up in awe at a whole lot of tall and gorgeous.”

Many of the contributors to The Meaning of Michelle linger upon Mrs.

Obama’s toned upper arms. At least one of them, this book’s editor, Veron-

ica Chambers, admits to waking before 5 a.m. two days a week to try to

get guns like that herself.

Tanisha C. Ford, an associate professor at the University of Delaware,

considers the political implications of those arms. While Jackie Kennedy

also wore sleeveless frocks, she writes, “her milky arms were read as lithe

and petite, nonthreatening.” 

Conservative pundits found Mrs. Obama’s arms too masculine, Ms.

Ford writes, and this fixation allowed them to “have a conversation about

the whole of her body and the ways in which it was out of place in the White

House.”

In what might be the finest essay here, Sarah Lewis, an assistant pro-

fessor at Harvard, writes about the overlapping meanings of what it means

to gaze at a public figure, and to be gazed upon.

“Authenticity is not an achievement,” she writes. “Yet authenticity does

take effort if you are upending centuries of history with your mere presence.

It takes work to let people stare, wonder, probe and prod to determine the

veracity of your life.” Mrs. Obama performed an odd sort of service, Ms.

Lewis writes, by “donating her body to the nation’s gaze for constant as-

sessment for us all.” 

Several of the writers in The

Meaning of Michelle assess

Mrs. Obama’s initiatives while

first lady, especially her work to

understand and prevent child

obesity. Many seem more im-

pressed by her work as a

mother.

“When she declared herself

mom-in-chief to the chagrin of

many white feminists who felt

that she should ‘lean in,’ many

black women celebrated,”

writes Brittney Cooper, an as-

sistant professor at Rutgers

University. “For once, African-

American motherhood would be

center stage in American poli-

tics in a celebratory manner. As

mom-in-chief, Michelle Obama

could correct decades-long stereotypes of black women as neglectful par-

ents and money-grubbing welfare queens.” 

Social class emerges frequently in this volume. Mrs. Obama does not

come from money. Her father, who had multiple sclerosis, tended boilers

at a water-filtration plant. The writer Ylonda Gault Caviness says that Mrs.

Obama’s style and cadences, born during a childhood of modest means,

are “as familiar to me as stovetop hot combs and fried chicken gizzards.”

Ms. Little notes that the members of Mrs. Obama’s family did not belong

to the black bourgeoisie in Chicago. She contrasts Mrs. Obama’s upbring-

ing with that of her fellow Chicagoan Valerie Jarrett, the Obamas’ political

godmother, “who grew up going to her family’s home on Martha’s Vine-

yard,” and who “introduced that Black Bourgeois mecca to Michelle and

Barack.”

When the essays here don’t work, it is generally because the contribu-

tor absorbed this book’s subtitle, 16 Writers on the Iconic First Lady and

How Her Journey Inspires Our Own, and took its second half too literally.

The most first-person of the essays here are deeply solipsistic and third-

rate. It’s Mrs. Obama these writers admire, but it’s themselves they wish

to emote about. 

Other contributions, such as Roxane Gay’s, seem to have been dashed

off in the back seat of an Uber. The chef Marcus Samuelsson’s tepid essay

may not have been literally phoned in, but it reads as if Ms. Chambers —

she is the co-author of Yes, Chef (2012), his very good memoir — had

merely transcribed a telephone conversation with him.

Mrs. Obama is compared to many historical and contemporary figures

in this book, from Sojourner Truth and Zora Neale Hurston to Beyoncé and

Angela Bassett.

The best thing about her, though, nearly all of these writers contend, is

that she’s been like no one else at all.

The Meaning of Michelle: 16 Writers on the Iconic
First Lady and How Her Journey Inspires Our Own

Edited by Veronica Chambers
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Food

Healthy eating is not about strict dietary limitations or depriving your-

self of the foods you love. It’s about feeling great, having more energy,

improving your health, and stabilizing your mood. It seems that for every

expert who tells you a certain food is good for you, you’ll find another

saying exactly the opposite. We all know that eating right can help you

maintain a healthy weight and avoid certain health problems, but your

diet can also have a profound effect on your mood and sense of well-

being. Studies have linked eating a typical diet filled with processed,

packaged meals, takeout food, and sugary snacks with higher rates of

depression, stress, bipolar disorder, and anxiety. Eating an unhealthy

diet may even play a role in the development of mental health disorders

such as ADHD, Alzheimer’s disease, and schizophrenia, or in the in-

creased risk of suicide in young people. Eating more fresh fruits and

vegetables, cooking meals at home, and reducing your intake of sugar

and refined carbohydrates may help to improve mood and lower your

risk for mental health issues. 

Eating a healthy diet doesn’t have to be overly complicated. The

healthy diet pattern should be to replace processed food with real food

whenever possible. Eating food that is closest to the way nature made

it can make a huge difference to the way you think, look, and feel.

Switching to a healthy diet doesn’t have to be an all or nothing propo-

sition. You don’t have to be perfect, you don’t have to completely elim-

inate foods you enjoy and don’t have to change everything all at

once—that usually only leads to cheating or giving up on your new eat-

ing plan.To set yourself up for success, think about planning a healthy

diet as a number of small, manageable steps—like adding a salad to

your diet once a day—rather than one big drastic change. As your small

changes become habit, you can continue to add more healthy choices.

While some extreme diets may suggest otherwise, we all need a bal-

ance of protein, fat, carbohydrates, fiber, vitamins, and minerals in our

diets to sustain a healthy body. You don’t need to eliminate certain cat-

egories of food from your diet, but rather select the healthiest options

from each category. 

By using these simple tips, you can cut through the confusion and

learn how to create a tasty, varied, and healthy diet that is as good for

your mind as it is for your body.

Prepare more of your own meals. Cooking more meals at home

can help you take charge of what you’re eating and better monitor ex-

actly what goes into your food. You’ll eat fewer calories and avoid the

chemical additives, added sugar, and unhealthy fats of packaged and

takeout foods that can leave you feeling tired, bloated, and irritable, and

exacerbate symptoms of depression, stress, and anxiety.

Make the right changes. When cutting back on unhealthy foods in

your diet, it’s important to replace them with healthy alternatives. Re-

placing dangerous trans fats with healthy fats (such as switching fried

chicken for grilled salmon) will make a positive difference to your health.

Switching animal fats for refined carbohydrates, though (such as switch-

ing your breakfast bacon for a donut), won’t lower your risk for heart

disease or improve your mood.

Simplify. Instead of being overly concerned with counting calories,

think of your diet in terms of color, variety, and freshness. Focus on

avoiding packaged and processed foods and opting for more fresh in-

gredients.

Read the labels. It’s important to be aware of what’s in your food

as manufacturers often hide large amounts of sugar or unhealthy fats

in packaged food, even food claiming to be healthy. 

Focus on how you feel after eating. This will help foster healthy

new habits and tastes. The healthier food you eat, the better you’ll feel

after a meal. The more junk food you eat, the more likely you are to feel

uncomfortable, nauseous, or drained of energy.

Drink plenty of water. Water helps flush our systems of waste prod-

ucts and toxins. Many of us go through life dehydrated which causes

tiredness, low energy, and headaches. It’s common to mistake thirst for

hunger, so stay well hydrated.

Eat in moderation It means eating only as much food as your body

needs. You should feel satisfied at the end of a meal, but not stuffed.

For many of us, moderation means eating less than we do now. But it

doesn't mean eliminating the foods you love. 

Try not to think of certain foods as “off-limits.” When you ban

certain foods, it’s natural to want those foods more, and then feel like a

failure if you give in to temptation. Start by reducing portion sizes of un-

healthy foods and not eating them as often. As you reduce your intake

of unhealthy foods, you may find yourself craving them less or thinking

of them as only occasional indulgences.

Think smaller portions. When dining out, choose a starter instead of

an entree, split a dish with a friend, and don't order supersized anything.

Your serving of meat, fish, or chicken should be the size of a deck of

cards and half a cup of mashed potato, rice, or pasta is about the size

of a traditional light bulb. By serving your meals on smaller plates or in

bowls, you can trick your brain into thinking it’s a larger portion. If you

don't feel satisfied at the end of a meal, add green leafy vegetables or

round off the meal with fruit.

Take your time. It actually takes a few minutes for your brain to tell

your body that it has had enough food, so eat slowly and stop eating

before you feel full.

Eat breakfast, and eat smaller meals throughout the day. A

healthy breakfast can jumpstart your metabolism, while eating small,

healthy meals (rather than the standard three large meals) keeps your

energy up all day.

Add more fruit and vegetables to your diet. Fruit and vegetables

are low in calories and nutrient dense, which means they are packed

with vitamins, minerals, antioxidants, and fiber. Focus on eating the rec-

ommended daily amount of at least five servings of fruit and vegetables

and it will naturally fill you up and help you cut back on unhealthy foods.

A serving is half a cup of raw fruit or veg or a small apple or banana,

for example. To increase your consumption, add berries to breakfast

cereals, eat fruit for dessert, swap your usual side dish for a salad,

snack on vegetables such as carrots, snow peas, or cherry tomatoes

instead of processed snack foods. Make your meals colorful, the

brighter, deeper colored fruits and vegetables contain higher concen-

trations of vitamins, minerals and antioxidants—and different colors pro-

vide different benefits. 

How to Plan and Stick to a Healthy Diet
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Trends

Parisians can be a notoriously tight-lipped group—just try to pry

the names of their favorite bistros and boites from them. But when it

comes to weddings, Parisian brides are like any other: glad to share

the details of their special day. Just don’t try to bond with them over

bridal boot camp. “The French bride will pay attention to her diet,”

says Anne Mulvihill, founder of Fête in France. “But, she would be

much less likely to work out.” Instead, brides-to-be put in overtime at

local spas, booking routine facials at hot spots like Orlane and The

Peninsula Paris.

After all, glowing skin is key in a culture that embraces laid-back

beauty. “Just like their everyday looks, Parisian brides like to keep

things simple, minimal, and effortlessly chic,” says Caroline Greyl,

president of Leonor Greyl Paris. Though some wear elegant buns in-

spired by Grace Kelly and Alexandre de Paris, “most brides go for a

bohemian vibe, as seen on It girls like Jeanne Damas, Lou Doillon,

or Sonia Sieff,” Greyl says.

Makeup is applied with a light touch, and brides oftentimes leave

their hair down or swept into a side fishtail braid—hold the hair spray,

please. “For French brides, a few bits of hair falling around your face

is no big deal,” says Anne-Flore Chapellier, editorial director of My

Little Paris. “If anything, it adds to the romance.”

This fresh, free-spirited look complements the dresses from in-de-

mand designers like Rime Arodaky, Delphine Manivet, and Laure de

Sagazan. “The popular silhouette is relatively unstructured, and much

more flowy than what you see in U.S. bridal fashion,” Mulvihill says.

This less-structured aesthetic also applies to bridal-party fashion.

Groomsmen do wear matching cravats, ascots, or bow ties. “Cinabre

is the trendy Parisian brand for men’s [wedding] accessories,”

Chapellier says. “But, it kind of goes without saying that matching

bridesmaid outfits are a Parisian wedding no-no.”

It’s no wonder, then, that mismatched plates and other touches of

bohemia are enduringly popular in décor. Mulvihill says that loose,

wild floral arrangements, long tables, and table runners made of

greenery are seeing a spike, as are vintage place settings. Chapellier

can attest to that: “I spent an entire year scouring flea markets from

Paris to Normandy to find 500 vintage plates, which we ended up

using for a reception dinner,” she says.

Tropical décor is also in style. At Chapellier’s wedding, the groom

and groomsmen wore ties made from vintage Hawaiian shirts; table

runners were made from tropical leaves; and palms and pineapples

further spruced up the space. Note: That wasn’t the work of a team

of 20 designers. “Parisian weddings tend to be very DIY compared

to American weddings,” says ClémentineHerzhaft, wedding and

events planner at The Peninsula Paris. And Chapellier adds that it’s

“rare to have a wedding planner in France.”

But for the brides who do enlist professional help, the planning

process isn’t typically overwrought. According to Herzhaft, “more and

more, it’s getting trendy to plan last-minute weddings and feel the ex-

citement and rush of the unexpected.”

However, pitch-perfect food and wine—those sacraments of

Parisian culture—are something that every couple and wedding guest

expect. “The French love their cocktail hour, which can oftentimes be

two or three hours in length,” Mulvihill says. “Of course, there is foie

gras in at least one form, and plenty of Champagne.” Other appetiz-

ers may include oysters, smoked salmon, and caviar. Then, it’s on to

a seated dinner, which is typically served at around nine o’clock and

comprises a main course and a cheese course.

And who could forget the sweets? “The famous French pièce mon-

tée is the traditional cake served at weddings, and everybody is al-

ways curious to [see] the magnificent dessert,” Herzhaft says. And

while Chapellier says that French weddings in general are more

about “closeness and family than glitz and glam,” there is a bit of glitz

in the sparklers that accompany the dessert’s presentation.

Not every French couple goes for the croquembouche, mind you.

“The traditional American wedding cake has risen in popularity in re-

cent years, and many couples have wholeheartedly embraced the

gateau à l'américain,” Mulvihill says. Chapellier notices a trend to-

ward smaller, quick-to-eat confections like choux a la crème and

mignardises. “Basically, we want to get dessert done with as fast as

possible so we can start dancing,” she says.

Regardless of what’s for dessert, there’s much more on the menu

the next day. While French couples don’t host a rehearsal, and hence

don’t have rehearsal dinners, they take the morning-after brunch se-

riously. The affairs tend to last for around four hours, Mulvihill says,

and—no surprise here—they “involve a good amount of rosé.”

How to Get Married Like a French Woman

Jenny Berg
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THERE is a need for giving a boost to our exports to strike a reasonable

trade balance. The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) can

help a lot simply by making the laws more rational and flexible for drug

manufacturers. It is unfortunate that despite immense potential our phar-

maceutical industry is still behind India and Bangladesh in exports. The

reasons obviously are poor drug regulations, uncompromising attitude of

DRAP and Pakistan’s inability to secure quality certification from interna-

tional agencies. Our drug manufacturers are not allowed third-party con-

tracts — a facility which gives India and Bangladesh a clear edge over

Pakistan. It is time the current legislation which restricts contract manu-

facturing of medicines for export be revised. The government should

allow contract manufacturing to help local manufacturers reach efficient

scales and become more competitive. With third-party-contract manu-

facturing, Pakistan can achieve greater industrialisation since many

companies will then offer to produce drugs on behalf of the established

brands. This will also open more employment opportunities. Third-party

manufacturing would bring in foreign investment as international drug

manufacturers would prefer to outsource medicine production to Pak-

istani firms to offset their own high-production costs. There is an urgent

need for reforms in the existing regulatory framework to unlock the po-

tential of ‘scale’ within the local pharmaceutical manufacturing sector to

produce essential drugs locally and also to give our manufacturers ac-

cess to global markets.

Kashif Mustafa Qadri

Karachi

Pharma industry

GETTING students involved in community-based social

work on a voluntary basis is an uphill task. Most students

see it as a paid internship to be done during their educa-

tional breaks, the purpose being to build up their resume

for admission to university. There is no real empathy be-

hind their taking up social work. There are many factors be-

hind it — our educational system has no social work

integrated into it. There are some international educational

systems which have a component of community work,

which runs parallel to regular academics, but not here. This

not only trains the students for voluntary work, but also in-

culcates in them empathy and a sense of responsibility to-

wards society while they are growing up. Our TV show

hosts give out millions of rupees to people who can sing,

dance, and perform silly acts on stage but are hardly seen

taking their shows to under-privileged areas or homeless

people or maybe start a drive for less plastic or garbage re-

moval or underage labour and marriages. Why not start a

drive against beggary or in favour of educating poor chil-

dren. Despite the growth of NGOs and social aid groups,

we have not been able to break through the mindset of

seasonal social work which mostly involves monetary help

but no personal involvement. I believe this requires a col-

lective effort from educationists, parents, celebrities, state

and media to make us a nation of sympathizers and em-

pathisers. Social and community work should be a manda-

tory part of school timetables.

Saadia Asad Qureshi

Lahore

The interns

THE recent performance by the Pakistan team against Indians is dis-

appointing and needs investigation. While the foreign coach and fit-

ness trainers are paid heavy fees, the fact that their performance is

below par is evident from the final playing combination and injury-

bearing fitness problems. It has been a constant practice of our team

to drop catches, lose nerves, select poorest shots, and curtail the rota-

tion of the strike in high voltage matches. The players’ body language

was self-defeating and submissive. At the time of decision-making,

Sarfraz looked blank and confused. Our bowlers repeatedly made

mistakes of poor length while bowling, coupled with an irrational field-

ing plan. Although the team is young and inexperienced, repeating the

decade-old mistakes is inexcusable. It is time we worked on a long-

term plan, formulating the potential combination, polishing the skills

and focussing on World Cup 2019 in which we might have to first play

the qualifying round instead of direct participation.

Engr. Fahad Lakhwera

Multan

Our cricket team

THE Millat Express (Sargodha to Karachi) does not stop at

Chenab Nagar. Almost half-a-million people live in this

zone located west of the Chenab river. The Pakistan Rail-

ways will earn considerable revenue if Millat Express stops

at this town. In the past, Chenab Express and Super Ex-

press used to stop here. It is baffling that now when the

population has increased, not a single express train stops

here. The railways authorities are requested to make

Chenab Nagar a stop for the Millat Express and win plau-

dits from a grateful population.

Shameem A. Khalid

Dist. Chiniot

Railway stop
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You may want to stay in the background this
week. Opportunities to get ahead will be ev-
ident. It's a great day to attend social func-
tions. Be careful disclosing information. Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Concentrate on getting ahead financially
and let your personal life settle down for a
while. Changes in your home will be posi-
tive. Property in vestments should payoff.
Expect to experience a sudden reversal of
fortune. You can make positive changes in
your home. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

You should consider getting into self im-
provement endeavors. Get involved in com-
petitive sports. Friends will appreciate your
attention and playful nature. Someone is try-
ing to pull the wool over your eyes, and if
you're gullible, it may cost you. Avoid friction
with your mate. Your lucky day this week will
be Thursday.

You may find that female colleagues will be
more help than you anticipated. Difficulties
relating to children will be stressful. Your
high energy and discipline will enable you to
complete any seemingly insurmountable
tasks. You may find it necessary to confront
a situation that has gotten out of hand. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Abrupt action will cause difficulties with rel-
atives. Family responsibilities are mounting.
You can expect opposition at work. Don't let
your competition be privy to information that
could be in criminating. You will want to com-
plain about the in justice that is going on.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Use your creative flair. Romantic opportu-
nities may not be as they appear. Your fam-
ily needs to spend some time with you, too.
You have worked hard and the payback is
now. Your lucky day this week will be Sat-
urday.

Your self esteem will come back if you take part
in organizational functions that allow you to be
in the lime light. Be prepared to overcome frus-
trations and obstacles at work. Empty promises
and a lack of cash may put a damper on your
plans. You may find that your plans will cost a
little more than you had expected. Your lucky
day this week will be Tuesday.

You can expand your circle of friends if you
get out and socialize. Don't get talked into
get rich quick schemes. Talk to an older fam-
ily member you have helped in the past. Col-
leagues may try to undermine you. Your
lucky day this week will be Saturday.

You will have original ideas for ways to make
extra money. Don't let your health suffer be-
cause of abuse. Hold your temper and re-
frain from doing anything that might cause
injury. Snap out of it. Your lucky day this
week will be Thursday.

Take things slowly, especially for the sake of
those you love. You haven't been totally honest
with yourself and it's time to review your mo-
tives. Discord may arise with someone you're
close to. You have the stamina and determina-
tion to succeed. Your lucky day this week will
be Tuesday.

This might not be a day for hasty decisions. You
may have problems with skin, bones, or teeth if
you haven't been taking proper care of yourself.
You can make a big difference to children if you
are understanding of the difficulties they are ex-
periencing. Your ability to organize and get
everyone together will enhance your popularity
and bring interest from potential mates.

You can make major gains if you talk to your
boss about your findings. You need to take
a long, hard look at yourself and your per-
sonal situation. You need activity. Don't vol-
unteer private information about yourself
unless you're prepared to be talked about
behind your back. Your lucky day this week
will be Tuesday.

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19) Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22) Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20) Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22) Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22) Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22) Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23) Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)




