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In its latest Pakistan Development Update report, the World Bank has

painted an alarming picture of Pakistan’s economy. It says that Pakistan’s

macroeconomic conditions have significantly worsened in the past one

year and heavy reliance on short-term foreign commercial loans can create

repayment issues in the coming months. 

Explaining, the World Bank has said that Pakistan’s reliance on short-

term foreign commercial loans has significantly increased as the govern-

ment obtained $5.8 billion short-term loans in just two years. Pakistan also

received record-high gross disbursements amounting to $10.1 billion in

the last fiscal year and 43 percent of them came from commercial banks.

The government deems this instrument a diversification of its existing fund-

ing avenues but the World Bank sees these “bullet facilities” as a source

of vulnerability. As a result, the macroeconomic imbalances have signifi-

cantly worsened over the last nine to 12 months and widening macroeco-

nomic imbalances could increase the country’s vulnerability to external

and domestic shocks.

Economics
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Going further, the World Bank has projected that Pakistan will miss all

key macro indicator targets set for this fiscal year, notably fiscal deficit,

current account deficit and annual economic growth rate. Against the gov-

ernment’s target of limiting budget deficit to Rs1.5 trillion or 4.1% of the

GDP, the lender has projected roughly 6.1 percent of the GDP or Rs2.2

trillion deficit for this fiscal year. About Rs700 billion higher than officially

projected deficit would also negatively impact the debt reduction path.

Against the official target of 6 percent annual GDP growth rate, the econ-

omy is expected to grow at a pace of 5.5 percent this year. The World Bank

has projected a 4 percent current account deficit against the official target

of 2.6 percent of the GDP. This would mean that there will be more pres-

sure on the already sliding foreign currency reserves.

Part of the overall gloomy picture is the wide current account deficit

which is expected to remain a concern, with pressure on international re-

serves likely to persist for quite some time. It may be added here that the

limited exchange rate flexibility has contributed to higher imports and the

widening trade deficit. To quote the World Bank, “with declining reserves

and elevated debt ratios, Pakistan’s ability to withstand external shocks

will be compromised and the risks will remain predominantly on the down-

side.”  Another dire prediction from the World Bank is that Pakistan’s work-

ing-age population is expected to continue to grow at 2.1 percent per year

over the next decade. The country will thus face the triple challenge of cre-

ating enough jobs for this growing population, improving the quality and

productivity of jobs, and enhancing access to jobs and economic opportu-

nities for women.

The latest data released by the State Bank show that the total foreign

exchange reserves of the country have decreased by 19 percent, or $4.54

billion, in the last one year and currently stand at a little over$19 billion as

on November 15, 2017. The reserves are depleting mainly due to debt re-

payments, ballooning imports, reduced exports and slowdown in remit-

tances. With depleting reserves, Pakistan has looked to tap all available

sources of foreign currency, including Eurobonds, China, international

lending agencies as well as selling stakes in profitable entities. At the same

time, the country’s foreign debt has now swelled to all-time high of over

$83 billion. The crisis in the making would be triggered by the widening

current account and trade deficits.

At present, Pakistan has foreign exchange reserves equal to 2.5

months of imports. But things may worsen in the coming days. Pakistan’s

reliance on short-term foreign commercial loans has significantly increased

during the last two years. According to the World Bank, these facilities of

relatively short duration can create repayment issues in the future. To ad-

dress these types of pressures, Pakistan will need to adopt certain meas-

ures like increasing exchange rate flexibility. There is also need for a

medium-term agenda to increase economic competitiveness in order to

increase exports and contain imports. Pakistan’s trade deficit widened $9.1

billion in the first quarter of the current fiscal year, up 30 percent as imports

grew at double the pace of exports. This is an untenable situation which

calls for immediate remedial measures. According to experts, the right type

of policy interventions will be needed to correct the existing distortions in

the economy and accelerate growth.

What is the way out of the situation? The World Bank report has

stressed the need to devalue the rupee against the US dollar, saying an

overvalued currency severely damaged the exports. It also urged the fed-

eral government to have a fully automated and able tax administration to

take advantage of modern IT infrastructure that uses the available data to

reduce the chances of tax evasion, stressing Islamabad to have an “able

tax administration” to broaden the extremely narrow tax base. It is also im-

portant to have an appropriate policy response that corrects imbalances

and increases buffers able to absorb future shocks to reduce risks and

support the positive growth outlook.  

There is obviously a need to maintain a competitive Real Effective Ex-

change Rate (REER) – supporting exports and import-competing indus-

tries – as well as efforts to improve revenue collection and improved

coordination between the federal and provincial governments to reduce

public spending. Indeed, Pakistan faces a serious challenge and it needs

to mobilize all available resources to meet it successfully.
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According to a recent research report, Pakistan is now the world’s fifth

most populous country with a population of 220 million, which works out

to a 2.4% annual growth since 1998.

There is more bad news ahead. The UN’s projection is that Pakistan

will become the third most populated country in the world by the year 2050.

Experts say that in view of the limited resources available, such a high

population growth rate has serious implications for the future wellbeing of

the Pakistani people. It is relevant to mention here that Pakistan’s ranking

is 149 among 188 countries in the first global assessment of countries’

progress towards the United Nations’ health-related Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDGs). The ranking shows our abysmal performance in the

health and other sectors. Among other things, overpopulation lies at the

root of Pakistan’s failure to reach SDGs goals as a whole.

In 1960 Pakistan’s population was 46 million. But due to lack of family

planning measures, it rose to 190 million in 2015 – a 400 percent jump.

The latest census results have confirmed the worst fears about Pakistan’s

ticking time bomb. Because of runaway population growth, there is a short-

age of everything. All plans for provision of jobs, houses, transport,

schools, hospitals come to naught, and the poverty index and deprivation

of the lower strata of society relentlessly increases.

Rising population has not only put tremendous pressure on the existing

resources but also put in jeopardy the prospects of future growth. The

country is experiencing growing scarcity of food and water, while basic

health, education, housing and related facilities are proving increasingly

inadequate to meet the needs of the people. The factor of overpopulation

is also the root cause of unemployment, land fragmentation, overcrowding

and proliferation of katchi abadis, poverty, crime and environmental degra-

dation. Rolling blackouts, dwindling water supplies and electricity and nat-
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ural

gas shortages are

incontrovertible proof of a

worsening equation between the country’s growing

population and available resources. 

Given Pakistan’s high birth rate, the urban population is expected to

double in the next 20 years causing more and more forests to be cut to

make way for new human settlements. Figures show that deforestation is

continuing apace at the alarmingly high rate of 2.5 percent which has no

precedent anywhere in the world. Environmental degradation is a natural

offshoot of overpopulation. Falling water tables due to excessive pumping,

lack of sewerage facilities, over-motorization and emission of monoxide

gas and increasing numbers of factories gobbling up green fields have in-

creased the pace of environmental degradation.

The problem of overpopulation becomes even more serious in an era

of shortage of safe drinking water and climate change due to the depletion

of the ozone layer. Other forms of environmental pollution associated with

population are marine pollution, noise pollution, depletion of agrarian re-

sources, etc. The alarming situation in the water sector is a prime example

of the dangers posed by unchecked population growth. At the time of in-

dependence in 1947, water availability was 5,000 cubic meters per capita

but it has now declined to about 1,000 cubic meters. The annual water de-

mand is expected to exceed availability by 100 billion cubic meters by

2025, if not earlier. All projections show that Pakistan will be a water-scarce

nation in the next few years.

A high birth rate is also the cause of poor nourishment and inadequate

healthcare suffered by a majority of the population. Recent studies suggest

that lack of proper nourishment and health care has led to a situation

where children grow up without attaining their full mental and physical ca-

pacity. Experts believe that if conditions don’t improve, we would soon

reach a point where food and medical care would not be available to a

large proportion of the country’s population. 

There is little dispute that our family planning approach has failed to

achieve its targets. Many blame religious beliefs and cultural impediments.

But there are other factors involved. India and Bangladesh have a popu-

lation growth rate of 1.2% and 1.1%, respectively. Other Muslim countries

like Iran, Malaysia and Saudi Arabia have growth rates of 1.2%, 1.5% and

2.2%, respectively. But our growth rate is the highest.

As is well known, future population growth depends on fertility rates,

depicting average number of children born alive to a woman during her

lifetime. Pakistan’s fertility rate stands at 3.8, according to the Demo-

graphic and Health Survey 2012-13. And there is not much difference

across provinces, with Punjab at 3.8 and Sindh and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa

at 3.9. Balochistan does have a higher fertility rate of 4.2 but due to its

small population size, it has little bearing on our national fertility rate. India

and Bangladesh, on the other hand, have fertility rates of 2.4 and 2.14, re-

spectively, whereas Iran, Malaysia and Saudi Arabia are at 1.68, 1.93 and

2.71,

r e s p e c -

tively. Need-

less to say, due to

our poor healthcare service

delivery, our population growth

would have been even higher. Aver-

age life expectancy in Pakistan is merely 66 years, as compared to 72 for

Bangladesh, 74 for Malaysia and Saudi Arabia and 75 for Iran. If we some-

how improve our life expectancy to Bangladesh’s or Iran’s level, our pop-

ulation growth rate would be much higher.

The question is: How can fertility rates be lowered? Through increasing

contraceptive prevalence rates (CPR), which depict percentage of women

who are currently using at least one method of contraception. According

to the last reported figures, CPR in Pakistan stands at 35% amongst mar-

ried women of reproductive age, compared to an average of almost 53%

for South Asia and 77% for Iran. One in every five women wants to space

her next birth or stop childbearing entirely but is not using contraception,

depicting a very high unmet need. Assuming that married women of re-

productive age represent 16% of total population, there are 6.6 million

women with unmet need out of a total of over 33 million. Adding 3.3 million

more using traditional contraceptive methods, we can very well understand

that a large part of our failure can be attributed to non-availability of serv-

ices. 

A recent Population Council report on low modern contraceptive use

in Pakistan and neighbouring countries blamed supply-side factors, includ-

ing poor access to services and lack of counselling and technical knowl-

edge of unmotivated providers as primary reason behind low uptake of

contraceptives. Given our poor track record with family planning, there is

a need to adopt out-of-the-box  solutions. 

Punjab is the first province to realise the limitations of existing family

planning service delivery and has established the Punjab Population In-

novation Fund to address the unmet need in rural, poor and un-served

areas.  Looking at the past trend, we’ll touch 450 million by 2050, but even

if we assume that our growth has slowed down to 2%, we’d still be at 400

million. 

The problem of high population growth calls for new policy measures

by the government to comprehensively deal with the issue. The need is

not only to increase the budgetary allocation and treat family planning as

part of the overall health care program, but also to create a new public-

private partnership framework under which civil society activists and NGOs

work in close cooperation with the government departments to provide

better health services to the people. 
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Encouraged by their performance in recent by-elections in Lahore and Pe-

shawar, six mainstream religious parties have decided to revive the Mut-

tahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), almost 10 years after it was dissolved over

differences, following its golden period in the Musharraf era.

According to sources, the formation of the religious alliance will be an-

nounced formally by mid-December and it would contest the next elections

on its old symbol (book) and manifesto. The six parties, Jamaat-e-Islami,

Jamiat Ulma-i-Islam-Fazl, Jamiat Ulma-i-Pakistan-Noorani, Markazi Jamiat

Ahle Hadith, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Samiual Haq and Islami Tehreek, have

decided to revive their alliance after meeting for many months. The MMA

Elections ‘18
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was created by the establishment in the Musharraf era to replace the PPP

and the PML-N, whose leaders were in exile. The religious alliance formed

the government in Khyber Pakhtunkawa (then NWFP) and was a coalition

partner in the Balochistan government, but failed to produce desired re-

sults in the Punjab and Sindh. The parties have also decided to contact

other likeminded parties to convince them to join the alliance to make it

more effective.

Announcing the formation of the alliance, Jamaat-e-Islami Chief Sirajul

Haq and JUI-F Chief Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman told the media in Lahore,

“We have decided, in principle, to restore the MMA but its formal an-

nouncement will be made after a meeting at the residence of JUP Secre-

tary General Shah Awais Noorani in Karachi.” The announcement was

made after a meeting of Senator Sirajul Haq, JUI-F chief Maulana Fazl-

ur-Rehman, JUP-Noorani President Pir Ijaz Hashmi, Markazi Jamiat Ahle

Hadith President Senator Prof. Sajid Mir, JUI-S leader Maulana Yusuf

Shah and Secretary General Maulana Abdur Rauf Farooqi, Islami Tehreek

Pakistan Secretary General Allama Arif Wahidi, JUI-F Secretary General

Maulana Abdul Ghafoor Haidri, Hafiz Abdul Karim, Liaqat Baloch, Dr. Farid

Paracha, Maulana Amjad Khan, Akram Durrani, Muhammad Asghar and

others. A steering committee, comprising Liaqat Baloch, Ramazan

Tauqeer, Shafiq Pasruri, Akram Durrani and Anas Noorani, will make rec-

ommendations to expand the alliance.

Sirajul Haq and Maulana Fazlur Rehman have been critical of each

other over the years. They are still in opposite political camps, with Fazl’s

party being a coalition partner of the PML-N government at the Centre and

the Balochistan government, while Siraj’s party is in the camp of their bitter

rival Imran Khan, who never spares a chance to criticize him. Siraj ex-

pressed his gratitude to Almighty Allah over the revival of the MMA and

said it would be great news for the nation. “The alliance is inevitable to

steer the country out of the impending dangers from all sides, run the state

affairs according to the Constitution and hold elections on time. The MMA

will try to take all religious parties along for a brighter future of the country,”

he added. Maulana Fazlur Rehman said the MMA would contest the next

elections on its previous symbol (book) and manifesto.

The MMA, representing all the four schools of thought, Brelvi, De-

obandi, Ahle Hadith and Shia, was established before the in 2002 general

elections and it proved to be the most successful alliance of religious par-

ties in the country. It emerged as the main opposition in the National As-

sembly to Pervez Musharraf’s “Kings Party”, the PML-Q, and became the

ruling party in the then NWFP and an ally of the ruling alliance in Balochis-

tan. However, the alliance became defunct shortly before the 2008 polls

after differences developed among the top leadership over the mode of

contesting elections. In other words, the alliance went into oblivion when

the establishment withheld its patronage.

In another development, religious parties belonging to the Sunni sect

have also formed a new alliance, Nizam-i-Mustafa Grand Alliance, to con-

test the 2018 general elections under its banner. Former federal minister

for religious affairs in the PPP regime, Hamid Saeed Kazmi, has been

elected its temporary head. The two alliances have been formed against

the backdrop of the success of religious groups in the last two by-polls in

the country. In some NA-4, Peshawar, Dr. Shafique Ameeni, an independ-

ent candidate, who was backed by Tehreek-e-Labbaik, managed to get

8,218 votes while JI candidate Wasil Farooq received 6, 337 votes. Earlier

in Lahore’s NA-120 by-polls, Sheikh Azhar Hussain, a candidate of

Tehreek-e-Labbaik, won 7,130 votes while the Milli Muslim League (MML),

a political front for the Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), bagged 5,822 votes, over

four times that of the PPP.

Alarmed at the revival of the MMA, PTI Chairman Imran Khan has

forged an electoral alliance with the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Sami (JUI-S)

of Maulana Samiul Haq, who is a staunch opponent of Maulana Fazlur

Rehman. Maulana Samiul Haq, who is called the father of the Taliban, has

almost the same following as that of Maulana Fazl. Affiliation with him will

taint the image of Imran Khan at the international level. Though Maulana

Fazl also belongs to the same sect and philosophy, yet nobody objects to

his joining the PPP or the PML-N.

It is not yet clear whether the establishment is behind the revival of the

MMA or not, but it obvious that the alliance aims to target Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. As in the past, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will

be its prime target. In the current circumstances, it appears the PML-N of

former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif might have facilitated the formation

of the alliance to upstage his staunch opponent Imran Khan’s party in its

efforts for re-election. However, if the establishment is behind the devel-

opment, it means it is still working to implement a decade-old formula,

under which the PML-N could form the government in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa along with its allies. In return, the PTI could form the gov-

ernment at the Centre and the Punjab.
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All regional and national political parties have intensified their efforts to win

the maximum number of seats in the next general election. The Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP), which has been confined to its home province since

the last election, will have to face the possible alliance of Muttahida Qaumi

Movement (MQM) and the Pakistan Sarzameen Party (PSP) in Karachi

and a coalition of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and other parties in

other parts of Sindh.

Though the alliance of the MQM and the PSP was short-lived, yet they

can join hands against the PPP before the election. There are still chances

of the merger of the two parties under a new name. It is difficult for the

MQM to continue its politics in the name of its founder. However, if it

merges with the PSP once again, it will be hard for them to woo voters,

who have traditionally voted for the MQM. In such a situation, the PPP and

the PTI will have better chances of winning more seats from Karachi and

Hyderabad. On the other hand, if the MQM and the PSP contest elections

independently, the PPP and the PTI can win more seats in Karachi than in

the last election.

Former President Pervez Musharraf, who has eyed an active role in na-

tional politics since his retirement, has announced a "grand alliance" of 23

political parties that will operate under the umbrella of the Pakistan Awami

Itehad (PAI). Addressing a press conference via video link, he announced

that he would head the alliance while Iqbal Dar was appointed its secretary

general. The main office of the alliance was set up in Islamabad. He also

denied rumours that he wanted to lead the MQM, claiming that it was ridicu-

lous to think of a “national level” leader like him to lead a "minor, ethnic

party". “The party is merely half of what it used to be. I am concerned about

the internal rifts of the party. I have no interest in replacing Farooq Sattar

or Mustafa Kamal even if their parties are united," he insisted.

The political parties that joined the PAI included the All Pakistan Muslim

League (APML), the Pakistan Awami Tehreek, Sunni Itehad Council, Ma-

jlis-i-Wahdatul Muslimeen, Pakistan Sunni Tehreek, Muslim Conference

(Kashmir), PML-Junejo, PML-Council, PML-National, Awami League, Pak

Muslim Alliance, Pakistan Mazdoor Ittehad, Conservative Party, Muhajir

Ittehad Tehreek, Pakistan Insani Huqooq Party, Millat Party, Jamiat Ulma

Pakistan (Niazi Group), Aam Log Party, Aam Admi Party, Pakistan Ma-

sawat Party, Pakistan Minority Party, Jamiat Mashaikh Pakistan, Social

Justice Democratic Party.

However, several parties dissociated themselves from the alliance a
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day after the announcement of its formation. First, the Pakistan Awami

Tehreek distanced itself from it. Then, Majlis-i-Wahdatul Muslimeen denied

being part of it. MWM spokesman Allama Mukhtar Imami said his party

had not yet decided to join any alliance. He said they were focused on the

recovery of their missing workers. "Neither anyone has consulted us over

an alliance nor any of our leaders attended meetings of any political or

electoral alliance. The party has not approved participation in any alliance,”

they said. Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC) Chairman Sahibzada Hamid Raza

also clarified that his party's alliance was not meant for the election. He

said he would start election politics from the platform of a grand alliance

of Ahl-e-Sunnat parties.

The alliance of the MQM and the PSP also split, one day after its for-

mation. Dejected by criticism over joining hands with the rival Pak Sarza-

meen Party (PSP), MQM-Pakistan chief Dr. Farooq Sattar announced

leaving the party and politics. He, however, took his decision back after

party leaders and his mother persuaded him. Addressing a press confer-

ence at his residence, he said the decision to form an alliance was taken

in consultation with other leaders of the party. “They should have come

forward and said that they had been consulted,” he said, referring to state-

ments of party leaders, who claimed they were not aware of any talks in

the party. Citing PSP Chairman Mustafa Kamal's statement that the talks

on the alliance had been underway for six months, Sattar said he had kept

the details secret but written them at length in a letter to the prime minister,

the army chief, Inter-Services Intelligence and Military Intelligence DGs

and the chief justice of Pakistan.

On the other hand, PSP Chairman Mustafa Kamal dropped a bomb-

shell when he alleged the establishment had asked him to forge an alliance

with the MQM on Farooq Sattar's request. Addressing a press conference,

he said, “Sattar and his team have been calling us with help from the es-

tablishment for the past eight months. It is not an 8-month-old plan. It

started on August 22, 2016, when Farooq Sattar was made head of the

MQM." He also accused the MQM of still being close to the party's founder,

saying that they had not once said a word against Altaf Hussain throughout

the drama. Kamal said it was his party that had convinced the establish-

ment to release 70 missing Mohajir men. He also alleged that the MQM-P

was formed at the Rangers headquarters "under the supervision of the

then Rangers DG Maj-Gen. Bilal Akbar.

It forced the establishment to respond. Talking to the media, Sindh

Rangers DG Maj-Gen. Muhammad Saeed said the establishment had

nothing to do with the merger of the parties. “We just don't want a clash

between them. MQM and PSP leaders had meetings with the Rangers and

law enforcement agencies, however, we have not dictated any organisa-

tional policy for the political landscape of the metropolis,” he clarified.

It is clear that the establishment is suspicious about the contact of the

MQM with its founder. If more evidence emerges of its links with him, the

party cannot be allowed to function independently. In this situation, it will

have no option but to merge with the PSP, without any strings attached.

Their merger may hit the efforts of the PPP which eyes more seats in the

next election. 
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People, especially politicians, in the West at least resign when they are

even accused of moral or financial corruption. But the situation is entirely

different in Pakistan, where the ruling party is celebrating the passage of

a law, which allows former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to become the

party head despite being disqualified by the Supreme Court for corruption,

fraud, concealment of facts and forgery.

The law, passed by the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-

N) on the back of its absolute majority in the National Assembly, indicates

how Pakistani rulers can use their political parties for personal gains and

how legislators ignore morality and interests of their country to pass laws,

which are against the basic concept of democracy. The law means that

even a terrorist and a serial killer can form a political party and control it

from behind bars even after their conviction. The law even allows bank

defaulters to contest elections. The ruling party leaders and ministers daily

Law
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give lectures to people on values and benefits of democracy on TV, but

can they tell the people of Pakistan if such a law has ever been passed in

any democracy of the world? Is it even possible to draft it in a real democ-

racy?

Earlier, the National Assembly rejected a bill with a simple majority,

seeking to amend the Election Act, 2017, that had paved the way for

Nawaz Sharif’s re-election as president of the PML-N despite his disqual-

ification in the Panama case. The bill was rejected after 163 members of

the government and its allies voted against the proposed change in legis-

lation against 98 votes of the opposition parties. Earlier this year, the PML-

N had managed to pass the Elections Act, 2017, by the Senate and then

the National Assembly to allow Nawaz Sharif to head the PML-N after his

disqualification. The government and its allies numbered 213, with the

PML-N 188, Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl 13, PML-Functional 5,

Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party 3, National Peoples Party 2, PML-Zia 1

and National Party 1. The opposition parties’ numbers were: PPP 47, PTI

33, Muttahida Qaumi Movement 24, Jamaat-e-Islami 4, Awami National

Party 2, PML-Quaid 2, Balochistan National Party 1, Qaumi Watan Party

1, All Pakistan Muslim League 1 and Awami Jamhoori Ittehad Pakistan 1.

The government managed to defeat the opposition’s move at a time

when there were rumours of massive defections in the ruling party. How-

ever, the whole process was overseen by the former prime minister. It was

also not an appropriate time for those who are ready to jump ship. They

are expected to take a decision after Nawaz Sharif and his family will be

jailed in a few months. Punjab Chief Minister Shabaz Sharif and his son

Hamza will also be in serious trouble after the reopening of the Hudaibiya

Paper Mills money laundering case. The Minhajul Quran massacre report

can also see the light of day anytime. Seeing all the Sharif family in jail,

many would defect to other parties for their safe future. According to PTI

Chairman Imran Khan, the ousted prime minister had offered Rs94 billion

in bribes to 163 Members of the National Assembly to attend the session

and defeat the opposition’s bill.

The law only aims to belittle and humiliate the Supreme Court of Pak-

istan for its ruling against the Sharif family in the Panama case. It was nei-

ther a requirement of the state or the nation, but specific to a person for

his personal gains. Many dictators have ruled the country for almost half

of its history, but no one passed such a law. It is also a matter of shame

for all those who voted for it. They betrayed the people of Pakistan and

democracy. Accountability and merit are two important pillars of democ-

racy, and the new law violates both. When the highest court of the country

has disqualified former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif from holding any pub-

lic office, how can he head a party which is more important than holding a

public office? If he cannot become an MNA, MPA or even a councilor, how

can he head a party? These are basic questions which the Supreme Court

of Pakistan will take up shortly. It is highly likely that the court will strike

the law down.

The Supreme Court of Pakistan has already admitted petitions against

the law for regular hearing, which has panicked the ruling party, which al-

leged “shoulders of the judiciary are being used for a nefarious agenda.”

On October 22, Pakistan Chief Justice Saqib Nisar overruled objections

raised by the Apex Court’s registrar office to petitions against the Election

Act 2017, and admitted them to determine their maintainability and legal

aspects. The registrar had asked the applicants, including Imran Khan and

Sheikh Rashid, to approach a proper forum before moving the court. Re-

acting to it, Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah said, “Lawmaking is the

right of the parliament but some anti-people and anti-democracy elements

take every political issue to the Supreme Court. They have a negative ap-

proach and want to pitch the court against the masses.” He requested the

Chief Justice of Pakistan to check the move of the anti-democracy forces

and reject the petitions.

The former prime minister appears to be more aggressive after defeat-

ing the opposition’s move. His criticism of the judiciary and establishment

has become harsher. His daughter said it was a “golden day” in Pakistan’s

history when the parliamentarians had voted against the bill by defeating

“fear and pressures” (from the establishment). On the other hand, PTI

Chairman Imran Khan lashed out at the ruling party lawmakers for rejecting

the bill, saying “their only purpose in the parliament is to protect the Sharif

mafia’s corruption. It is a terrible and demoralising message to the nation.

All PMLN MNAs should hang their heads in shame for making a farce out

of our democracy.”

Even if the Supreme Court restrained itself from repealing the law, it

will not benefit the former prime minister for long, as all cases against him

will be decided by January 28, 2018. He will be in jail even before it. How-

ever, he has provided huge development funds on his legislators from La-

hore, Faisalabad, Gujranwala and Rawalpindi and they could remain loyal

to him even after his detention. His legislators from the rest of the Punjab

will leave him. The absence of his 26 MNAs, despite all possible efforts

and offers, from the National Assembly, is the writing on the wall.
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Leading Muslim clerical political groups of Pakistan have agreed in “prin-

ciple” to revive their now defunct alliance, the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal

(MMA). The agreement to revive the MMA has been arrived at between

the Jamiat-e-Ulema –e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) and Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan

(JIP) and some other parties. Although no formal announcement has so

far been made but the decision to resurrect the MMA according to the lead-

ers of the MMA has been taken and a final declaration in this regard would

be made in December.

Whether the MMA would see the light of the day or not, only time will

tell, as such agreement(s) to revive the alliance had been reached be-

tween different components of the MMA in the past also, but to no effect.

The MMA was a six-parties’ alliance which apart from the JUI-F and JIP

had included Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Pakistan (JUP), Jamiat-e-Ulema –e-Islam-

Sami (JUI-S), Tehreek-e-Nifaz-e-Fiqh-e-Jafaria. Noticeably, only the JUI-

F and the JIP seem keen to revive the MMA and, perhaps, a faction of the

JUP may also be part of the decision. Other important parties of the MMA

like the JUI-S and successor or the TNFJ have not clearly announced to

join the revived MMA. In fact, the JUI-S has placed conditions to join the

MMA. This includes the condition that JUI-F head Fazlur Rahman give up

his opposition to the merger of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas

(FATA) with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. One does not think

that the JUI-F head would give up his stand regarding the merger of FATA

with KP, as his stance is critically important for the political future of the

JUI-F.

So the MMA, if revived, would be practically a two parties alliance. This

would make the alliance not as effective as it used to be, especially in the

2002 national elections. However, JUI-S and its head Sami-ul-Haq, if the

past is any guide, has not been very consistent in his politics and stand.
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Therefore, the JUI-S may jump on to the bandwagon of the MMA. The rea-

son is that the JUI-S, along with other clerical parties, gained unprecedent-

edly due to their alliance. In fact, the JUI-S gained the most from the MMA,

as independently the party may not win a single seat, as has been the

case in the last two national elections. Whereas the JUI-F and JIP inde-

pendently won at least a few parliamentary seats in the last two elections,

or since the dismemberment of the MMA in 2007. In 2002, the MMA

bagged around 60 National Assembly seats and a majority in the KP As-

sembly. 

There are strong question marks on the reality of the 2002 mandate of

the MMA. Noticeably, former head of the ISI’s political cell, Ihtisham Za-

meer, at one point had stated that the 2002 elections were rigged. This

statement proved correct the allegations that the MMA got such a large

number of seats in the 2002 elections as the military ruler General Mushar-

raf wanted it so. It is also important to note that the JUI-S may have put

conditions to rejoin the MMA but its head Sami has expressed his mind

that unity of the ‘religious’ parties was the need of the hour. This is a gen-

eral theme of the argument of almost all clerical parties of Pakistan.

There is little doubt in the analysis that JUI-F and the JIP have decided

to revive the MMA in order to win as many seats of national and provincial

legislatures as possible in the next elections particularly to win a majority

in the KP province and FATA. The last two regions of Pakistan, arguably,

are the ones where the influence of clerical parties is greater than in any

other province.

After the 2008 national elections, the JUI-F joined the coalition govern-

ment of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and after the 2013 national

elections, the JUI-F joined the federal government of the Pakistan Muslim

League-Nawaz, while the JIP entered the government of the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in KP. But neither the JUI-F nor the JIP could come

in a position to lead the coalition at the centre or even in a single province.

Therefore, the clerical parties want to revive the MMA because it was the

first time that it secured for them political power, at least in KP. In other

words, by reviving the MMA clerical parties could realistically expect to

grab political power.

The context of the revival of the MMA is very important. The political

conditions are quite tough for the clerical parties or, more appropriately,

for the traditional groups among them. There is a two-fold threat to the tra-

ditional political parties. The first is the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf and the

second is the rise of new clerical outfits.

Insofar as the threat from the PTI is concerned, the party of Imran Khan

has made inroads into the traditional political constituency of the JUI-F in

KP and FATA and JIP in Karachi. Moreover, the PTI head Imran Khan un-

precedentedly fearless challenging of Fazl and his Islamist credentials has

made him the bête noire of the JUI-F. Khan’s tirade against the JUI-F has

extensive attraction among the masses. This is, indeed, a very bold stance

by the PTI head because challenging a cleric like Fazl could be fatal both

politically and physically, as the JUI-F has significant support among the

conservative sections of society and the Taliban. On the other hand, the

JIP although a coalition partner of the PTI, but the latter has encroached

upon the political forte of JIP in Malakand division of KP and in Karachi.

So the JIP fears that it could only secure its political base in Malakand after

facing ignominious parliamentary defeat in the rest of Pakistan by having

a deal with the JUI-F. Although, the revival of the MMA is unlikely to dent

the vote bank of the PTI, as is expected by leaders of JIP and JUI-F. In

fact, the parties’ bigwigs argue that in the 2013 national elections there

were at least 20 seats of the KP assembly which the PTI won, but could

have been won by an alliance of the JUI-F and JIP as the separate votes

of the parties if combined would have surpassed the tally of votes of the

PTI.

Insofar as the threat to traditional parties from the newly emerged par-

ties is concerned in this connection, the rise of Labaik Ya Rasul Allah

(LYRA) and the Milli Muslim League (MML) is quite significant. The critical

situation which the JUI-F and JI, and even the JUI-S, are facing after the

emergence of LYRA and MML can be gauged from the results of last two

by-elections for the National Assembly seats of NA 120 Lahore and NA 4

Peshawar. In both constituencies the JIP performance was dismal. The

JUI-F, supported the PML-N candidate in NA-4, who was ignominiously

defeated by the PTI. Whereas in both constituencies LYRA and MML got

a significant number of votes. In case the LYRA and MML also join the

MMA, as well as factions of the JUP, then the alliance of clerical parties

could pose a grave threat to the mainstream or non-religious parties like

the PTI, PPP and PML-N in the next national elections. However, the com-

ponent parties of the MMA have deep ideological and sectarian differ-

ences, which would always kept the alliance from being very effective in

the long run.

Nevertheless, despite such deep-rooted sectarian and ideological dif-

ferences two reasons have compelled these parties to join hands. The first

has been the expectation of winning some parliamentary seats and the

second has been political engineering by military-intelligence establish-

ment at the behest of the then military ruler. The Musharraf-led military-in-

telligence complex wanted to form an alliance of the religious parties in

order to hand over to them the governments in KP and Balochistan. This

could justify the position of Musharraf and military to negotiate the con-

cocted Islamist threat. Moreover, the general also wanted to convey to the

US and the West that if they would insist on the revival of democracy then

the public sentiments in Pakistan were such that they would vote for the

fundamentalist parties. Against the above-mentioned backdrop the revival

of MMA may not be that effective.
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While the US has completed almost 16 years of its presence in

Afghanistan it is important to analyze the role of Washington in the country

and its positive and negative effects. There are mainly two arguments re-

garding the US presence in Afghanistan since late 2001 when it ousted

the Taliban regime in the wake of September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks by

the Afghanistan-based and Taliban-protected global terrorist group, Al

Qaeda. The first argument has been that the US presence has kept the

Taliban away from power and defeated Al Qaeda and second is that it has

destabilized Afghanistan and has got itself in a strategic quagmire out of

which there is no easy way out. Both the arguments have substance.  

Analysis of the conflict and crisis in Afghanistan since 2001 would re-

veal that the situation has aggravated and the crisis seemingly inter-

minable. The woes of Afghanistan due to this unending crisis and conflict

are so unremitting that generally Afghans now think of the US as more of

a problem than a solution. Afghans cannot be blamed for this attitude. Be-

cause it is almost more than 16 years since Washington has been unable

to put an end to the insurgency of the Taliban or place the Afghan govern-

ment on a stable footing. While the US cannot be blamed entirely for the

conflict and crisis in Afghanistan, but it has been the most important ex-

ternal factor in Afghanistan since 2001 and has been solely responsible

for the security of the country along with its NATO allies. Therefore, the

Afghans think that it is due to Washington that they face the untenable sit-

uation in their country. However, this is, arguably, not a realistic assess-

ment.  

Insofar as the eradication of the Taliban is concerned, it had not been

the primary objective of the US when it occupied Afghanistan. This needs
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to be understood and kept in perspective by the Afghans as well as inde-

pendent analyst when assessing the role of the US in Afghanistan. Wash-

ington has not been concentrating on conclusively mopping up the Afghan

Taliban. Perhaps, this has been a contributing factor for the continued in-

surgency of the Taliban. For Afghanistan this has been a strange situation.

Because the external force which came to stabilize Afghanistan could not

eliminate the main destabilizing factor— the Taliban. Consequently, the

Taliban insurgency has been gathering constant support from the Afghans.

The Afghan Taliban have been fighting the US-led North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) forces since their occupation of Afghanistan in Oc-

tober 2001, after ousting the Taliban regime (1996-2001), as well as the

Afghanistan National Security Forces (ANSF).

Against this backdrop, the role which the Americans have been acting

out in Afghanistan is not easy to explain. The strategies which Washington

has adopted to achieve its objectives have raised many questions. The

ostensible objective which the US-NATO claimed for occupying

Afghanistan was to eliminate Al Qaeda from Afghanistan and to establish

a legitimate political set-up, so as to stabilize the country. The US has been

able to defeat Al Qaeda in Afghanistan to the extent of eliminating the en-

tire frontline leadership of the group and killing of its founder Osama bin

Laden. Unfortunately, eliminating Al Qaeda in Afghanistan does not serve

the second primary objective of the US to establish a legitimate govern-

ment in Afghanistan. This has required much effort, not only money, which

Washington has pumped into Afghanistan since 2001. These efforts of pro-

viding a viable and vibrant political and governmental apparatus in

Afghanistan required institution making. By institutions one does not mean

raising large and extensive buildings. Unfortunately, Washington could not

carry out the process of institution- building in Afghanistan due to which

stability in Afghanistan is far from achieved, while the crisis and conflict in

the country has become more complex. However, the US cannot be

blamed entirely for its inability to create viable and vibrant institutions in

Afghanistan. The Afghans have themselves contributed to this flawed

process of institution-making. This has primarily been because in a tribal,

ultra-conservative and closed society like Afghanistan, it becomes very dif-

ficult for an external force like the US to effectively carry out institution

building. This is particularly so as the US does not have a very strong his-

tory of nation-building in occupied territories, because historically the US

has not been a colonizing power, to the same extent as European imperi-

alist powers.

The US efforts to stabilize Afghanistan have been subverted by the

vested interests among Afghans. Due to the conflict and crisis in

Afghanistan, a huge war economy has evolved and key members of the

Afghan establishment have extensively benefited from it, apart from the

Taliban. On their part, these officials do not want to see an end to the

Afghan conflict, like the Taliban. The US could not put an end to this war

economy or keep a firm check on the vested interests in Afghanistan.

Insofar as the US attack on the Taliban leadership is concerned, this

could be attributed to the dilemma of Washington regarding Afghanistan.

In order to achieve an effective and meaningful end to the longest war of

US history, Washington has had to target the Taliban. Because without tar-

geting the Taliban leadership the group cannot be weakened so that it could

be compelled to negotiate. And without weakening the Taliban and making

them negotiate from a disadvantaged position, the Taliban could set their

terms, and this would be tantamount to a loss for Washington. This obvi-

ously is not acceptable to the sole superpower on the face of the earth.

Noticeably, former Afghan President Hamid Karzai has yet again ac-

cused the US for working against Afghanistan and its people by lengthen-

ing the war against the Taliban insurgents. Karzai has even blamed the

US for promoting the Islamic State (IS) in Afghanistan. Karzai said that the

Taliban were less of an obstacle to peace than the Americans.  The per-

sonal stature and track record of Karzai is not such that his statement could

be believed. Nevertheless, Karzai’s statements have a lot of substance.

This is despite the fact that he is trying to find a way to return to power

within Afghanistan. For him, after playing a stooge of the US for so long,

he is now trying to portray himself as a great Afghan nationalist. In order

to prove his credentials, he deprecates Washington. Having said this,

Karzai’s stance that the US bas been behind the rise of the IS in

Afghanistan is very serious. Importantly, Washington could not respond to

the charges by Karzai, and this has raised a lot of eyebrows.

Although the US is not solely responsible for the continued conflict and

crisis in Afghanistan, still it is worth mentioning that the US has strategic

national interests in Afghanistan. By having its presence in Afghanistan,

Washington has had its interest to be in China’s proximity, which is a strate-

gic competitor of the US in the region. Moreover, by having its foothold in

Afghanistan, the US thinks it could keep a strict vigil on Iran, one of three

states once termed as the Axis of Evil by former US president George W.

Bush. Afghanistan is also not far away from Russia and Washington would

like its presence in the region so that Moscow’s influence in the Central

Asian States and Afghanistan could be checkmated. Washington may also

want to take maximum advantage of the economic potential of Afghanistan

and Central Asia’s natural resources.

The core problem in Afghanistan apart from the presence of the US, is

the profoundly tribal structure and system and ethnic divisions. The US

has not been able to do much in this situation to give a legitimate govern-

ment and viable state apparatus to the country, or carry our effective insti-

tution-building.
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A protest demonstration, organised outside the Karachi Press Club on No-

vember 12, was perhaps the first of its kind, rather unique in nature. A

group of people protested, not for any political party, not for any job, not

for payment or increase in salaries, not against any police brutality, but for

their children’s right to “quality education”. 

Fed up with the rotten-to-the-core education system in the Sindh

province, and the country at large, they demanded that children of the na-

tion must be imparted a better, quality education. To register their protest,

they wanted to move towards Governor’s House, as they wanted to pres-

ent him a charter of demands. 

However, the provincial government authorities felt threatened by these

few hundred unarmed persons. They were warned against moving ahead,

and then fully armed cops were let loose on them. 

The police used water cannon and teargas against the protesters.

Dozens were injured and at least one dozen were arrested and bundled

into police vans. SP Saddar Tauqeer Nazim told the media later on that a

case was registered against the protesters by the Artillery Maidan Police

Station. Social activist Alamgir Khan, the protest leader, and others were

booked for “violation of the red zone, and pelting the police with stones”. 

Alamgir Khan has a long list of examples to prove that the quality of

education in Sindh was poor. The social activist shot to fame last year after

spray-painting the images of former chief minister Sindh, Qaim Ali Shah,

on open manholes and along the piles of garbage to draw attention to un-

derlying administrative issues of Karachi city.

Talking to Cutting Edge by telephone, Mr. Khan says that corruption is

rife in the Sindh Education Department. Annual allocations range from 2.1
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to 2.8 per cent of the GDP. There are at least 40,000 ghost teachers, and

5,229 ghost schools in the province, despite allocation of Rs145.02 billion

budget for education. 60% schools remain without drinking water facility,

40% without electricity, and 35% without any boundary walls. 

Many of us are witness to the deteriorating conditions, ghost schools,

teachers, high ratio of dropouts, poor infrastructure, corporal punishment,

low standard curriculum, untrained teachers, copy-culture and many more.

Even in Karachi, around 170 posts of headmasters are lying vacant for the

past three years. In such circumstances, how can a quality education be

given children? 

The examination system has been corrupted to the core. One can buy

a matriculation, intermediate or graduation degree for 10,000 to 50,000 ru-

pees even today. You can get a masters degree also if you can spend a

hundred thousand rupees or a little more. Almost all papers are leaked out

before the start of the papers in matric and intermediate examinations, and

by offering 500 to 1,000 rupees to the invigiselators, you can use unfair

means in solving papers with impunity, Alamgir Khan continues, depicting

a picture of education in the province. 

And the result is obvious: 52pc of class five students could not read

Urdu, Sindhi or Pushto, 46pc couldn’t read sentences in English while 48pc

couldn’t do two digit division in arithmetic.

According to the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) Pakistan-

2016 launched in September this year by the Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

(ITA), many children may be attending schools, but they are not learning

much. ASER volunteers visited some 83,324 households to see how

255,269 children were being educated. They also visited 5,540 schools in

Sindhi areas.

According to the survey findings, teacher attendance in government

schools remained 87pc and in private schools it was 92pc. The children’s

attendance was 83pc in government schools and 84pc in private schools.

Dr. Baela Raza Jamil, the trustee for Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA),

Centre for Education and Consciousness (CEC), says that the ASER Re-

port 2017 clearly depicted that despite improvement in access to education

in various parts of the province, the quality of education had not improved.

Many children are attending schools but they are not learning much, she

adds.

Alamgir Khan and Dr Baela have many more experts to second their

views. Edward Davis, senior education adviser, Department of Interna-

tional Development, said that the report told him two stories: One story is

that of the rich boy, who is going to achieve higher education, and the other

story is of the poor girl who will fall way behind.

Dr. Monazza Aslam is a D.Phil. in Economics from the University of Ox-

ford and a Visiting Researcher at the Institute of Education, University of

London. She tells Cutting Edge at a seminar in Islamabad recently, that

complete lack of education for many as well as the poor quality of educa-

tion imparted to millions of others – measured by low learning outcomes –

undermines competitiveness, growth and hinders efforts to alleviate

poverty. She repeats with concern that more than half the children, who

are in class 5, simply do not have the competencies expected of them at

the end of class 2. That means after at least five years of formal schooling,

these children have not even mastered the competencies expected of

them after two years of primary schooling. 

“If we realise and recognise that a well-educated, literate and numerate

workforce is critical to generating and sustaining growth in this rapidly

changing world, the cadre of children we are developing will be simply un-

able to compete in this globalised world,” Dr. Monazza believes. The social

and economic implications of this cadre of ill-prepared individuals – both

those who did not enter the education system at all or dropped out and

especially those who entered with dreams and expectations but where the

system failed them – are disquieting. 

The education economist says that Pakistan stands at a crucial juncture

in its history, and perhaps never before has the value of education been

so well-established than it is today. Suggesting a solution, she says that

perhaps the most important education reform agenda needed today is the

need to prioritise interventions that focus on outcomes rather than on in-

puts alone. A teacher who is unable to cater to the needs of children either

because he/she is not well trained, or does not have the necessary skills

or resources, will not be effective in delivering quality education. 

Dr. Monazza Aslam says that there are countless examples and anec-

dotes of how fundamental a teacher is in a child’s life. A good teacher can

alter the life of an individual for the better. An absent teacher or a poor

quality teacher will also alter the life of an individual, but adversely, with

repercussions for the entire country.

Alamgir Khan totally agrees with the education economist. He believes

that Pakistan does not have a choice today. We will have to provide our

children with meaningful and valuable quality education. The only way to

transform the country and get ourselves back on our feet is to overhaul our

education system and give quality education to our upcoming generations.

Mr. Khan is well aware of the fact that the ills in the education depart-

ment and system could not be eliminated overnight and the dream of pro-

vision of quality education to the upcoming generations could not be

realised in weeks or months. It will need continuous and collective effort

by all stakeholders for years in the shape of a campaign, adds Alamgir

Khan. He pledges to lead this campaign in Sindh province, despite the

odds and to overcome all hurdles. It is to be hoped that the enlightened

people of his province support him in this most exigent of causes.  
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Nawaz Sharif and the PML-N government are trying their best to malign the

army and the judiciary just for covering the corruption of the Sharif family.

The former prime minister Nawaz Sharif is continuously speaking against the

judiciary and the army. He is not willing to accept and abide by the orders of

the apex court, which has ousted him from the office of prime minister in case

of the Panama Leaks verdict.      

Addressing a public gathering in Abbottabad, the PML-N leader Nawaz

Sharif said that "no court's decision can break the ties" between him and his

following in Abbottabad. People speak of a 'minus-Nawaz Sharif formula', he

said. "But Nawaz Sharif is an ideology and this ideology will bring revolution-

ary change across Pakistan," he claimed. "Nawaz Sharif is not a loser. If he

was a loser, you and I would not be friends," he told the crowd. "Will you sup-

port me in this struggle?" The ousted premier claimed that not a single

penny's worth of corruption had been proved against him or his family mem-

bers. "When all efforts to do so were unsuccessful, the SC said that I did not

take a salary from my son, so I was disqualified," he said. He railed against

the apex court, which he claimed had no qualms about taking an oath from

former president Pervez Musharraf. "That's why the caravan keeps getting

looted," he said, referring to a small quotation in the SC order on the judge-

ment, "and why democracy kept going off the rails." "Lots of games like this

have been played time and time again," he warned. "Everyone is awake and

they will take account of each and everything." 

Nawaz Sharif, who is an acclaimed and convicted corrupt leader, is using

abusive language against the institutions shamelessly. The most tragic thing

is that almost all the politicians and ministers belonging to the PML-N are

also supporting Nawaz Sharif and criticising the army and the judiciary. They

are trying their level best to have a clash with the institutions. Because, in

this clash rests Nawaz Sharif's political survival. It is a very sad, and danger-
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ous thing that an elected government is trying to involve the army and the ju-

diciary in politics. This strategy has developed a unique situation in the coun-

try, which can be summed up as follows:-

1: The Parliament has lost its respect among the people as the elected

leaders are not able to run the Parliament efficiently. In spite of following and

executing laws, all ministers and politicians from the PML-N are busy in pro-

viding the VVIP protocol to Nawaz Sharif and his family members. The PML-

N government  is doing nothing except to protect the Sharif family and its

corruption. Even, the Prime Minister Shahid Khaqqan Abbasi has categori-

cally declared that "Nawaz Sharif is still my prime minister". It is a violation of

the constitution and the Supreme Court's verdict . In fact, the PM Shahid

Khaqqan Abbasi is a helpless and powerless prime minister who wants to

conceal his own corruption by supporting Nawaz Sharif. 

2: Pakistan is perhaps the only country in the world that has a convicted

and absconder finance minister. The Finance Minister Ishaq Dar is refusing

to resign and has left the country. There is no one who can force him to resign

as he has the full support of Nawaz Sharif. So, the concept of "might is right"

or "the powerful people have different law" is being proven right in Pakistan.     

3: The ruling party is trying to present itself as a victim of the establish-

ment. The party is not saying anything about Nawaz Sharif and Sharif family's

massive corruption and plundering the country and its poor people over the

years.

4: Other political parties, especially the PPP, the MQM Pakistan, etc., are

also trying hard to protect their leaders who are "either caught in the account-

ability net or fear they might be the next target in line". So, all the political par-

ties except the PTI, the JI, and PAT, are united to defend and protect their

corruption. They are endeavouring  to halt the procedure of accountability

and trial in the country. They have become so unprincipled and unethical that

they have voted for a convicted leader to become eligible for party leadership

in the Upper House as well as the Lower House. In their eyes, democracy is

a name of protecting the rights of the ruling class. If the judiciary tries to stop

the ruling elite from corruption or clips their power, they become united to de-

fame the institutions. Those who have been charged and convicted by the

apex court are rejecting the verdict openly in the public. Is it not a mockery of

justice?   

After the address of Nawaz Sharif, the Pakistan Army’s spokesman Major

General Asif Ghafoor has also spoken out on the prevailing situation in the

country on November 23. During an interview on a private TV

channel, the Director General, Inter Services

Public Relations (ISPR), Major General Asif

Ghafoor, said: "selective application of

the Constitution shouldn’t happen, and

keeping the Constitution supreme in

its true spirit is everyone’s responsi-

bility”. He also said no individual is

greater than an institution, and no

institution is more important than

the state. The armed forces of

Pakistan are an institution of the

state and whatever decision the

government makes, the army will

act according to it. He said when-

ever the government has called

the army, it has fulfilled its re-

sponsibility. Referring to the Is-

lamabad sit-in, he said it would be

better to resolve the situation am-

icably, but whatever course of ac-

tion the government decided would

be implemented. The ISPR chief said

intelligence-based anti-terrorist opera-

tions are continuing across the coun-

try. These operations will improve in

the days to come. “No army can

succeed without the sup-

port from its nation,”

he said. The

DG ISPR

c a l l e d

Afghanistan an example of a country where the government has failed to con-

trol the situation. “This is causing a security gap there. We are fencing our

border, but the situation will not improve unless the other side also takes

steps.” On the political situation and the statements of some politicians, he

only said the political process should continue. “Let the political leadership

and parliament do what they do.” On convicted Indian spy Kulbhushan Jad-

hav being allowed to meet his family, he said the Foreign Office has already

issued an official statement, while adding that there is no harm in letting him

meet his mother on humanitarian grounds. “There will be no effect on the

case.” Earlier, Major Gen Ghafoor said the constitution gives the right to free-

dom of expression, but the same constitution bars the ridicule of some insti-

tutions, because if institutions weaken, the tasks they are doing will also

weaken. He added that the constitution forbids any “comments that damage

the morale of the forces, especially given the situation they are in".

Major Gen Ghafoor's statement clearly manifests that the Pakistan army

holds the Constitution, and its spirit, as its foremost objective. It wants the

spirit of the Constitution to be implemented fully and there should be no se-

lective application of the Constitution. In the eyes of the army, the State is all

and no person or institution is bigger than it.

Shaheen Sehbai, a prominent journalist, writes: "Analysed objectively,

General Ghafoor is saying that the law will take its course, the Constitution

will be followed, and there will be no interference either for, or against, anyone.

Simply speaking, there will be no NRO for either the deposed PM or those

who may in future come in the grip of the law for their actions. After these

lines have been clearly drawn by the Army, including some unspoken red

lines, it will now be on the politicians to understand where the khakis stand

and what they might or might not do. The unspoken red lines are also not dif-

ficult to understand. When General Ghafoor says the “selective application”

of the Constitution must stop, he means the manner in which institutions are

being targeted should, and possibly would, not be allowed. He is also hinting

at the use, or misuse, of Parliamentary strength to protect, glorify and promote

persons who have been disqualified and are being tried for a long list of

crimes. This is not the spirit of the Constitution. When he says categorically

that there is nothing larger or higher than the State, only dimwits would fail to

get the message clearly. The interests of the State, he is making it clear, are

supreme and the Army is committed to protect these interests. It has been

speculated several times that the strategy of the ousted prime minister and

his family has been to bring the Army into the ongoing fracas so that leaders

caught in financial crimes and illegal acts could become political victims and

could claim some kind of martyrdom. General Ghafoor is simply saying this

will not happen as the Constitution and the laws will play out their

course. It is obvious that this will increase the desperation and sense

of defeat among the guilty parties, whether in power or out of it.

They could double their efforts and magnify their provocative acts

to challenge the State....As Gen Ghafoor repeatedly pointed

out, the Army has its plate full to counter threats within the

country and from enemies outside. It is a fulltime job and

the khakis do not want to be distracted by political insta-

bility at home. But having said that, if some disgruntled

people, who have been caught by accident or default and

failed to prove their innocence, feel they can bulldoze the

State into accommodating their selfish interests, the

Army is not closing the door on doing “whatever may

be needed’ to protect the State and its interests. The

message is clear and those who fail to get it may regret

their decision for a long time".

The ball is, now, in the court of the politicians, es-

pecially Nawaz Sharif and Asif Ali Zardari. They should

realise the gravity of the situation. They should give

due respect to the institutions, if they want to save

democracy in Pakistan. But, there is every chance that

Nawaz Sharif and the PML-N will not obey the

orders of the court in the coming

days as Nawaz Sharif's

political survival lies in

the confrontation

with the institutions,

especially the

army and the ju-

diciary. So,

wait for the

final round

in Pak-

istan!
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The Lord Howe stick insect is officially 
back from the dead
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Science

It’s a rare triumph when a species comes back from the

dead. A new genetic analysis has officially established

what many entomologists and conservation biologists

hoped was true: The Lord Howe stick insect (Dryoco-

celus australis) lives.

Nicknamed “tree lobsters,” the dark-brown crawlers are

nocturnal, flightless creatures that can grow up to 15

centimeters long. They feed on tea trees, which are

dense shrubs found on Lord Howe Island in New South

Wales, Australia. Black rats, introduced to the island in

the 1920s, wiped out the walking sticks. Or so re-

searchers thought.

In 2001, scientists climbing Ball’s Pyramid, a treacher-

ous rocky outcrop southeast of Lord Howe Island, dis-

covered three stick insects feeding on a lone bush. The following year,

researchers spotted 24 more. The insects looked eerily similar to the Lord

Howe insects, but some physical differences between the new finds and

museum specimens called for genetic testing to see if the two were the

same. Now, a comparison of the DNA of the Ball’s Pyramid stick insects

with that of the museum specimens from Lord Howe suggests that the two

are the same species. Though the museum specimens have a flatter body,

larger spines on their legs and a lighter brown coloring, DNA found within

the mitochondria of the two populations is more than 99 percent identical.

This is good news for conservation biologists intent on reintroducing the

long-lost insect to Lord Howe Island. “Now that we know that it is the orig-

inal stick insect, there is a much stronger case” for releasing it into the orig-

inal habitat, says evolutionary biologist and study coauthor Sasha

Mikheyev of the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate

University in Japan.

The Melbourne Zoo has been breeding stick insects taken from Ball’s Pyra-

mid since 2003, with the goal of reintroducing them to Lord Howe. As of

November 2, about 14,500 insects — spanning 14 generations — have

been bred at the zoo. Before sending the critters to their original homeland,

however, the Lord Howe Island Board plans to eradicate the black rats and

a second nonnative rodent in 2018. Without these predators, the tree lob-

sters have a better chance of reestablishing, Mikheyev says. “The story of

this insect really highlights the fragility of island ecosystems,” he adds.

“With this species, we have a second chance.”
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Nearly half of all adult Americans will be considered to have high blood pres-

sure under new guidelines by the nation's top heart health organizations.

The new guidelines lower the diagnostic threshold for stage 1 high blood

pressure to 130/80, down from the previous level of 140/90, according to

a joint statement from the American Heart Association and the American

College of Cardiology. Further, the guidelines also call for more aggressive

treatment of high blood pressure, asking doctors and patients to set 130/80

as the new goal of therapy.

High blood pressure can lead to heart attacks, strokes and heart failure.

But the guidelines also press for more judicious treatment of high blood

pressure -- sometimes called hypertension -- and an emphasis on lifestyle

risk factors. Prescriptions for blood pressure drugs are not expected to leap

under the guidelines, experts said. The two heart organizations announced

the new guidelines at the American Heart Association's annual meeting,

in Anaheim, Calif. The guidelines were last revised in 2003.

The change means that 103 million Americans will be considered to have

high blood pressure, or about 46 percent of the adult population, said Dr.

Paul Whelton. He is chair of the 2017 Hypertension Practice Guidelines

and a professor of Global Public Health at Tulane University School of Pub-

lic Health and Tropical Medicine in New Orleans. That's a 14 percent in-

crease from the previous guidelines, under which 72.2 million Americans

(32 percent of adults) were considered to have high blood pressure. The

latest medical evidence has proven that people with blood pressure in the

130-139 range carry a doubled risk of heart attack, stroke, heart failure

and kidney failure, compared to those with lower blood pressure, said Dr.

Joaquin Cigarroa, a member of the clinical guidelines task force.

Previously, those people were considered to have prehypertension, but

not actual high blood pressure. "By incorporating the latest science, we

recognize the risk is doubled," said Cigarroa, chief of cardiology and clinical

chief of the Knight Cardiovascular Institute at Oregon Health & Science

University, in Portland. "This now allows 14 percent of our population to

understand that's a call to action. We have to empower them with the tools

to make a difference."

Here's to keeping your health on a tight leash: New research suggests that

having a dog might boost a single person's life span.

The study tracked more than 3.4 million Swedes, middle-aged and older,

for 12 years. All were free of heart disease at the beginning of the study.

The researchers reported that dog owners who lived alone were 11 percent

less likely to die of heart disease and a third less likely to

die from any cause, compared with those who lived alone

and didn't have a dog. The study couldn't prove cause-

and-effect, but its lead researcher said there are many rea-

sons why having a pooch might do a body good. "We know

that dog owners in general have a higher level of physical

activity, which could be one explanation to the observed

results," said Tove Fall, an associate professor in epidemi-

ology at Uppsala University in Sweden. "Other explana-

tions include an increased well-being and social contacts

or effects of the dog on the bacterial microbiome in the

owner," she said in a university news release. A person's

"bacterial microbiome" consists of the trillions of "good" mi-

crobes living within the body that help keep it healthy.

Experts in the United States agreed that the findings made

sense. "Stress relief through companionship has an inherent benefit to

people's overall health, so it is not surprising that dog owners display a

lower risk of heart disease," said Dr. Satjit Bhusri, a cardiologist at Lenox

Hill Hospital in New York City. Dr. Gisele Wolf-Klein directs geriatric care

at Northwell Health in Great Neck, N.Y. She agreed that Fido or Rover can

force their humans to get more active.

Definition of high blood pressure drops

Adopt a dog, live longer

Dennis Thompson

Robert Preidt
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Mudbound

Simran Hans

“I dreamed in brown,”

sighs Carey Mulligan’s

voiceover of her charac-

ter Laura McAllan’s

mudbound existence.

This graceful adaptation

by Dee Rees (director of

the luminous Pariah) of

Hillary Jordan’s 2008

novel is unable to wash itself clean of mud, fertile ground for deep-rooted

prejudice and a filthy, sticky substance that taints and traps its characters

in a world resistant to social progress. The gorgeous digital cinematog-

raphy by Rachel Morrison (Black Panther, Fruitvale Station) deserves

to be seen on the big screen.

Set in the Jim Crow south, this complex, thoroughly modern period

drama looks at the overlapping lives of two families – one black (the

Jacksons) and one white (the McAllans). Hap Jackson (Rob Morgan)

and his weathered wife, Florence (the singer Mary J Blige, poignantly

articulating the particular burden shouldered by black women), await the

return of their solider son, Ronsel (Jason Mitchell of Straight Outta

Compton). The sharp-minded, soft-spoken Laura (Mulligan) and her

husband, Henry McAllan (Jason Clarke), struggle to settle into life on

the farm while Henry’s charismatic, boozy brother Jamie (Garrett Hed-

lund) is flying fighter planes. Also present is Pappy (Jonathan Banks),

Henry’s fuming, racist father.

Good Times

Mark Kermode

This adrenalised

street opera from

feted indie film-mak-

ers Josh and Benny

Safdie has been

hailed in some quar-

ters as a revelatory

breakthrough for former Twilight star Robert Pattinson, shedding his

celebrity status to “disappear” into the role of an aggressively unsympa-

thetic street hustler. Yet Pattinson (who one thought was terrific in the

sneeringly maligned teen-vampire series) has always been much more

than a pretty face, proving his mettle in films, creating an electrifying

urban thriller that combines authenticity with accessibility in a compact,

combustible package.

\

Pattinson plays Constantine “Connie” Nikas, a volatile live-wire whom

we first meet bursting in on a therapy session for his brother Nick (Benny

Safdie), who has learning disabilities, whisking him off to serve as his

accomplice in a half-baked heist. When Connie’s escapist dream blows

up in his face, Nick is jailed and hospitalised, leaving his brother franti-

cally planning another rescue. But fate – facilitated by quasi-comic in-

competence – has other plans, teaming Connie instead with ex-con Ray

(Heaven Knows What co-star Buddy Duress), and sending them on an

increasingly unhinged quest involving identity mix-ups, fluorescent fair-

ground rides, and a soda-pop bottle full of liquid LSD. 

The Star

Peter Debruge

Though it probably could

have gone without saying,

The Star ends with a po-

litely worded note to the ef-

fect that, while having fun

and taking artist license,

its creators strived to

maintain the spirit and val-

ues of the greatest story ever told. Sure enough, it offers a playful

retelling of Jesus’ nativity, as seen from the animals’ point of view, while

keeping the necessary irreverence that entails to a benign minimum. As

kid-friendly Christmas movies go, this one actually goes out of its way

to remind what the holiday represents, which should please parents

looking for something a little more sophisticated (but just barely) than

the VeggieTales cartoons.

In the tradition of Robert Lawson’s appealing young-adult books Ben

and M (about founding father Franklin and his “good mouse Amos”) and

Mr. Revere and I (in which Paul’s horse recounts his master’s famous

ride), this CG co-production between Sony Pictures Animation and the

Jim Henson Studio anthropomorphizes the various beasts who bore wit-

ness to important historical events — most notably Bo the donkey

(Steven Yeun), Dave the dove (Keegan-Michael Key) and a loquacious

sheep named Ruth (Aidy Bryant), although there are also the three wise

men’s camels and a handful of other critters.

12th and Clairmount

Owen Gleiberman

It is always fascinating to encounter a

documentary about a historical event

after you’ve seen the meticulously

staged Hollywood version. Your

hunger to take in the subject is prob-

ably ramped up a notch or two — but

beyond that, there’s now an added

point of interest, since a good docu-

mentary will shed powerful light on a question that lurks behind any piece

of dramatized history. Namely: How accurate is it? It is an illuminating and

innovatively crafted account of the 1967 Detroit riot, is a documentary that

viewers will be eager to compare and contrast with Kathryn Bigelow’s De-

troit (timed, like this film, to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the upris-

ing). That’s likely to give it that much more of a specialty niche.

Not that the movie wouldn’t be absorbing on its own. Brian Kaufman,

who directed and edited it, takes a disarmingly personalized approach,

mixing newsreels and photographs with grainy silent 8mm home movies,

a number of which are accompanied on the soundtrack by first-person

testimonials from the people who shot them. It’s not just riot footage, ei-

ther. Kaufman, in 81 minutes, creates a revelatory portrait of the city,

reaching back to the late ’50s and early ’60s, when Detroit was one of

the most racially diverse places in the United States but the word Detroit

didn’t carry the connotation of violent entropy and broken-down ruin that

it would acquire — and hold onto — after the riots
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The Great Mughals and Their India

Dirk Collier

A definitive, comprehensive and en-

grossing chronicle of one the greatest

dynasties of the world – the Mughals –

from its founder Babur to Bahadur

Shah Zafar, the last of the clan.

Mughal history abounds with all the in-

gredients of classical drama: ambition

and frustration, triumph and despair,

grandeur and decline, love and hate,

and loyalty and betrayal. In other

words: it is great to read and offers

ample food for thought and a reflection

on the human condition. Much more

importantly, Mughal history deserves

to be widely read and reflected upon,

because of its lasting cultural and socio-political relevance to today’s

world in general and the Indian subcontinent in particular. For, whether

we like it or not, the Mughals have left us with a legacy that cannot be

erased. With regard to the eventful reigns of Babur, Humayun, Akbar,

Jahangir, Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb or their successors, crucial questions

arise. Where did they succeed? Where did they fail? And more impor-

tantly, what should we learn from their experiences, including both tri-

umphs and failures? In this volume, the author attempts to narrate

Mughal history from their perspective rather than from the viewpoint of,

say, historians from the UK or other countries, while, at the same time,

he does not shy away from dealing with controversial issues.

Camino Island

John Grisham

All trails became dead-ends. Tips that had

at first seemed urgent now faded away.

The waiting game began. Whoever had

the manuscripts would want money and

a lot of it. They would surface eventually,

but where and when and how much

would they want? 

The most daring and devastating heist in

literary history targets a high security vault

located deep beneath Princeton Univer-

sity. Valued at $25 million (though some

would say priceless) the five manuscripts

of F. Scott Fitzgerald's only novels are

amongst the most valuable in the world.

After an initial flurry of arrests, both they and the ruthless gang of thieves

who took them have vanished without trace. Dealing in stolen books is a

dark business and few are initiated to its arts, which puts Bruce Kable right

on the FBI's Rare Asset Recovery Unit's watch list. A struggling writer bur-

dened by debts, Mercer Mann spent summers on Florida's idyllic Camino

Island as a kid, in her grandmother's beach cottage. Now she is being

made an offer she can't refuse: to return to the peace of the island, to write

her novel - and get close to a certain infamous bookseller and his interest-

ing collection of manuscripts.

Dangerous Games

Danielle Steel

An unputdownable novel from the

biggest selling living fiction writer in

the world, Dangerous Games is a

gripping story of family, ambition and

power by bestselling phenomenon,

Danielle Steel.

Alix Phillips is a successful TV

news journalist always willing to

put herself on the frontline for her

job. All that matters is getting the

story. After great loss in her early

life, Alix struggles to let anyone get

too close. The only people she has

allowed to get close to her are her

mother, Isabelle - their bond is so

strong that it crosses oceans - and her nineteen-year-old daughter,

Faye, and Ben, her friend and cameraman. Neither of them fears death

- it's love that is more terrifying.

When Alix's boss suspects a major political scandal in the White House

involving the Vice-President, he sends Alix to uncover the truth. This story

could blow the corridors of power wide open and this time Alix is feeling

the heat. But then she receives some devastating news which helps her

to put her life in perspective and find out what is truly important to her.

For someone who was never scared, Alix now realizes that the time has

come to play some very Dangerous Games.

All the Bright Places

Jennifer Niven

Theodore Finch is fascinated by

death, and he constantly thinks

of ways he might kill himself. But

each time, something good, no

matter how small, stops him. Vi-

olet Markey lives for the future,

counting the days until gradua-

tion, when she can escape her

Indiana town and her aching

grief in the wake of her sister's

recent death. 

When Finch and Violet meet on

the ledge of the bell tower at

school, it's unclear who saves whom. And when they pair up on a project

to discover the 'natural wonders' of their state, both Finch and Violet

make more important discoveries: It's only with Violet that Finch can be

himself - a weird, funny, live-out-loud guy who's not such a freak after

all. And it's only with Finch that Violet can forget to count away the days

and start living them. But as Violet's world grows, Finch's begins to

shrink. How far will Violet go to save the boy she has come to love? An

intense, gripping novel, perfect for fans of John Green, Jay Asher, Rain-

bow Rowell, Gayle Forman and Jenny Downham.
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Your View

I FAIL to understand why the Sindh police have provided an eFIR filing fa-

cility on the Internet when it has no intention to take action on it. I have

lodged eFIRs/complaints with the Sindh inspector-general of police, the

SSP and SHO concerned but no action has been taken by them. Unfortu-

nately the traditional ‘thana’ culture still prevails and a redressal of citizens’

grievances has no priority with those who wield power. The Sindh chief

minister should probe this issue and ensure relief to citizens.

Mazhar Butt

Karachi

eFIR

SUGAR is not only bad for health but its production also consumes a huge quan-

tity of water (up to 4,000 liters of water are required to produce one kilogram of

sugar), while water is getting scarcer every year. Sugar exports are subsidised by

the government, as is the fertiliser required for it. As a result, sugar millowners fur-

ther enrich themselves and are able to buy expensive properties abroad (as

some of our politicians have done). The government should immediately stop aid-

ing those involved in sugar production. Instead, it should help farmers to produce

those items that we import at a cost of billions of rupees, like lentils (daal) and

palm oil. Import substitution is badly needed for the economy to recover.

Shakir Lakhani

Karachi

Sugar subsidy

THE setting up of a cyber crime unit in the Federal

Investigation Agency is a good measure. However,

the government should direct the FIA to set up

CCUs at least at the divisional level if not at the

district level. The social media today has become

a tool of choice for inter-action. This facility is also

misused to defame and harass individuals, leading

to conflict and violence. It is the need of the time

to forbid unethical and abusive practices on the

social media. The procedure of lodging complaints

should also be allowed in national and major re-

gional languages. If the FIA finds itself overbur-

dened, the government should give thought to

creating CCUs in the provincial police set-ups in

the special branch or the district intelligence

branch of the respective police departments.

Xahid Khoso

Thatta

Cyber crime unit

BALOCHISTAN has been neglected for several years. Probably, this is one of the

vital reasons that foreign funded non-state actors sabotage peace in the province.

Attacks like the one we saw in Quetta discourage officials from serving in that region.

Without recognising that a militarised security strategy in Balochistan has failed to

produce results in a province that is beset by a range of security challenges,

Balochistan cannot begin to find answers to the complex, layered security threat.

Perhaps now is the time for the civilian government, or one of its partners, to issue

an urgent call for a fresh national dialogue on Balochistan. Previous attempts have

achieved little. Only a combined civilian and military strategy can give Balochistan a

chance to escape from its otherwise seemingly endless misery. Challenges such as

sectarianism, external interference, domestic militancy, radicalisation of parts of the

population and a low-level separatist insurgency require different responses. But

they all need a coherent state strategy. At the moment, it is not clear what strategy

the state has to respond to this latest wave of violence. A fresh initiative by the civil-

ian leadership can open the door to a permanent peace in Balochistan. The lack of

ideas and initiatives in Balochistan appears to be undermining security in the

province. It is time another path was taken.

Muhammad Aized

Gujranwala

Balochistan and dialogue

THE Higher Education Commission (HEC) sends a

number of Pakistanis to different countries through

scholarship programmes every year. However, there

is lack of planning. According its policy, the HEC de-

termines the least possible amount as stipend that

includes a living allowance, health insurance and all

other things. Some students can’t even afford on-

campus residence and they have to collectively rent

a home off-campus. According to the contract signed

with the HEC, students receive stipends every month

and are barred from doing any full-time or part-time

job or using any other scholarship during the PhD

period. Unfortunately, the meagre stipend is delayed

for several months. Currently the HEC scholars

studying in South Korea are facing one such situa-

tion. Our stipend was due since September 1, of this

year but yet there is no news about it. Adding to the

grievances of scholars, HEC officials have chosen

not to reply to any email or phone call made to them.

We have to take care of our rents, visa extensions

and health insurance to be renewed every semester,

but the HEC has opted to leave us high and dry.

Naeem Hameed

(A Ph. D scholar)

South Korea

HEC scholars
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19) Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22) Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20) Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22) Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22) Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22) Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23) Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Don't let others know about your private af-
fairs. You may be able to get some good ad-
vice about your personal problems. You can
have a working relationship with children if
you exercise patience and understanding of
the dilemmas they face. Be careful while
traveling. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday.

Romance could be exciting if you are spon-
taneous. You are best to deal with those out-
side your family. Eliminate situations that are
no longer to your advantage. Don't be too
eager to dismiss someone who works under
you. Your lucky day this week will be Satur-
day.

Emotional upset at work will set you back.
Be prepared to take advantage of your good
fortune. Be careful while traveling. Your boss
may not be in the best of moods this week.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Take time to deal with authority figures or
government agencies. Your stubbornness
coupled with your mate's jealousy don't
make for a favorable time. You can make
money if you work on personal investments.
Opportunities for romance will develop
through activities with large groups. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Be firm when dealing with matters pertaining
to your environment. Avoid any gossip and
be careful that you aren't misinterpreted. You
should be putting in some overtime. Secret
affairs may be tempting. Your lucky day this
week will be Sunday.

Don't be critical or overly opinionated with dislikes;
it could cause disapproval and unwanted opposi-
tion. Don't volunteer private information about
yourself unless you're prepared to be talked about
behind your back. Be diplomatic and honest, and
that person will only be made to look bad. You are
best to be accommodating for the time being.
Sudden romantic infatuations won't be lasting.

You may have difficulty trying to get your
mate to understand your position. You're on
the right track and you can make money if
you are willing to go out on a limb. Debates
will stifle passion and result in estrangement.
You need to take some time out to decide
what you want to do. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday.

You need to take a long, hard look at yourself
and your personal situation. Do your best, but
don't make too many promises or you may ex-
haust yourself. You may be overreacting to per-
sonal problems. Your creative ideas will be put
to good use if you dig in and do things around
the house that will make your family happy.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Try to enlist the help of those you trust in
order to fulfill the demands being made of
you. Look into alternate means of sup port-
ing your financial burdens. Your bankbook
will suffer and your restrictions will put a
damper on your relationship. Luck is with
you, regardless of the financial venture. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

You need an outlet that will not only stimulate
you but also challenge your intelligence as well.
It will do you some good. Plan to visit friends or
relatives. Don't get involved in secret affairs or
underhanded involvement's. Your lucky day
this week will be Thursday.

Pleasure trips will be favorable and bring
about possible romance. Any capricious be-
havior will confuse loved ones and your
mood swings will result in loneliness. Now is
the time for completing hobbies that you've
been working on for a long time. You'll find
travel or involvement in large groups gratify-
ing. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Such over indulgence due to emotional
upset will be your downfall. Friends from
your past may come back into your life. En-
tertainment should include sports events or
physical activities. Don't hesitate to enlist the
aid of friends or family if you have a big proj-
ect to finish in your domestic environment.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.




