INDEPENDENT . INCISIVE . ANALYTICAL

weeklycuttingedge.com

January 1-15 2018

Vol# 13 Issue # 10

Rs. 100

Tourism

A wasted resource
Recently, PTI Chairman Imran Khan posted
on the social media pictures from his trip to
Kumrat and Palas in Kohistan following which
there has been a surge in domestic tourism
in these areas. This is proof that our tourism
sector holds a lot of unutilized potential.
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Politics

Rocky ride
ahead
Nasim Ahmed

National politics has entered a highly uncertain phase. There is no sense
of direction, with both the government and opposition leaders expressing
apprehensions about the emerging shape of things.
National Assembly speaker Ayaz Sadiq’s recent statement that he
does not see the assemblies completing their term is one among many
examples of how politicians see things moving. He also ominously referred to “a greater plan” to destabilise the system. According to him matters are worse than in 2002 and 2008 and that has to be taken seriously.
Ayaz Sadiq’s statement is symptomatic of the murkiness that characterizes the national political scene today. Since Nawaz Sharif’s dis-
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qualification in July, things have been in a fluid state. Many known and
unknown factors are at work, the most prominent of which is the policy
of confrontation that the PML-N leadership has adopted towards the army
and the judiciary. PML-N stalwarts have been openly talking about hidden
hands behind Nawaz Sharif’s ouster.
All kinds of rumours are in the air. One is that the holding of general
elections after the assemblies complete their term on June 5 next year
is doubtful owing to the lack of consensus on electoral reforms and delimitation of electoral constituencies under the provisional results of the
census. The other hot rumour is that the ground is being paved for set-
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ting up a caretaker government for two years to undertake long overdue
electoral reforms and clear the decks for the next elections.
In making the confusion worse confounded, the Abbasi government
is playing no mean role. He appears to be heading a lame duck administration which does not know what it is doing or where it is going. When
he says that Nawaz Sharif is the real prime minister and he is just a stopgap appointee, he not only demeans himself but also undermines the
credibility of his government.
The lack of governance has exacerbated the sense of uncertainty in
the country. The existing system seems to be collapsing like a house of
cards. The economy is in a state of steady decline. Since Finance Minister Ishaq Dar’s flight to London on the pretext of medical treatment, the
country’s economy is being run without a finance minister. Dar has been
declared a proclaimed offender by NAB and is technically on an indefinite
leave. But no replacement for Dar has yet been found.
The trade gap is widening dangerously, while the current account
deficit has gone through the roof. All this is on top of a crushing debt burden which has touched unprecedented levels. The Pakistani Rupee
touching 110 rupees plus to a dollar is akin to covert devaluation. Dar
had artificially kept the rupee overvalued by pumping in millions of dollars
in the market from forex reserves. But the market forces are now asserting themselves.
The recent Islamabad dharna by a religious groups paralysed life in
the federal capital, and the government showed extreme ineptitude in
handling it. It allowed the agitation to fester on and when it sent in police
to disperse the crowd, the result was a disaster. In the end, the army had
to be called in to break the impasse. It was a shame that a military representative brokered a deal between the dharna group and the government. All this has led to the widely held perception that the government
has lost its grip on national affairs.
The publication of Justice Baqar Najfi’s report on the Model Town firing
case has added to the political tensions in the country. As if Imran Khan
were not enough, Tahirul Qadri has also joined the fray and demanded
the resignation of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif and Law Minister Rana
Sanaullah by the end of December. To make matters worse, the PPP has
also joined Tahirul Qadri who has threatened to stage another dharna.
Another bone of contention between the opposition and the govern-

January 1-15, 2018

ment is the FATA reforms under which the tribal areas are to be merged
with KPK province. Despite a consensus amongst all the mainstream
parties on this issue, the government has kept dithering to avoid alienating its allies, JUI-F chief Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman and Pakhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party chief Mahmood Khan Achakzai both of whom are opposed
to the proposed FATA reforms to serve their ulterior motives.
The ongoing rivalry within the Sharif family and the struggle for power
between Maryam Nawaz on the one hand and Hamza Shahbaz on the
other have raised question marks about the future of the House of Sharif.
As political analysts have repeatedly pointed out, Nawaz Sharif and
Shahbaz Sharif are not on the same page regarding how to meet the
challenge to their power posed by the Supreme Court verdict. Throughout Shahbaz Sharif, supported by ex-interior minister Ch. Nisar, has advocated moderation while Nawaz Sharif has adopted a hard,
confrontationist line.
The decks are cleared for Shahbaz Sharif as the PML-N’s prime ministerial candidate in the next elections as his elder brother has endorsed
his candidature. Both Nawaz Sharif and daughter Maryam Nawaz are
likely to be convicted in the NAB references against them. In that case,
the situation will drastically change. The apex court ruling against reviving of the Hudaibiya paper mills case has further strengthened Shahbaz
Sharif’s position. On the other hand, the Supreme Court has absolved
Imran Khan which gives the PTI chief new confidence in his relentless
campaign against the PML-N government.
Last week the army chief briefed Senate members on security issues
and clarified some wrong perceptions about the role of the military in national affairs. But it seems his address has not fully cleared the atmosphere of doubt and misgiving as Nawaz Sharif and his close aides
continue to attack the judiciary. To add to the miasma of confusion,
Nawaz Sharif has now threatened to launch a new countrywide movement for the restoration of what he calls justice, while Imran Khan has
announced his own plans to counter the move.
PM Abbasi a few days ago said that elections will be held as scheduled next year. But some pundits continue to predict early elections. With
Nawaz Sharif refusing to accept the judicial verdict and the opposition
parties planning new moves to bring down a tottering government, it
seems the country is in for a rocky ride ahead in the coming days.
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Tourism

A wasted
resource
Nasim Ahmed

Recently, PTI Chairman Imran Khan posted on the social media pictures
from his trip to Kumrat and Palas in Kohistan following which there has
been a surge in domestic tourism in these areas. This is proof that our
tourism sector holds a lot of unutilized potential.
The tourism sector has never been treated as a priority subject by successive governments. Consequently, the share of travel and tourism in
GDP is only around 2.8 per cent. In many countries this share is as high
30pc with almost similar opportunities for attracting tourists, such as Egypt.
How bad the tourism situation in our country is can be gauged from the
fact that in the Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Index 2017 of the
World Economic Forum, Pakistan was ranked at 124 out of 136 countries
covered. The worst category in the ranking scale was due to visa requirement where its position was 135 out of 136 countries. In terms of prioritisation of travel and tourism the country ranked at 132 among the 136
countries surveyed in the report. Similarly, the effectiveness of marketing
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and branding to attract tourists got the ranking of 125 out of 136. According
to the report, the quality of tourism infrastructure was ranked at 123, while
hotel rooms got ranking of 129. There are a total of 36 world heritage cultural sites in Pakistan while attractiveness of natural assets scored 127.
According to UNESCO, tourism presents both opportunities and challenges. With more than 1.2 billion people travelling across borders each
year, World Heritage sites, Biosphere Reserves and Global Geoparks
around the world are attracting a growing number of visitors. This is creating significant opportunities for local economic development, investment,
and revenue for conservation. It is also enabling us to educate more people about our cultural and natural heritage, and the need to protect it for
future generations. Tourism is also being used as a tool for creativity and
innovation, to support intangible cultural heritage and the creative industries.
An increasing number of people are visiting many destinations and
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World Heritage sites around the world each year. The large volume of people visiting during peak seasons is placing increased strain on management systems, infrastructure and local communities. Sites are increasingly
under pressure to strike a balance between managing visitor numbers and
protecting their Outstanding Universal Value. Climate change is a major
challenge and the tourism industry is under increasing pressure to be more
accountable and sustainable. In a larger context, tourism has a significant
role to play in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and these
are just a few examples of UNESCO’s contribution towards these goals.
Over the past six decades, tourism has experienced continued expansion and diversification, and it has become one of the fastest growing and
most important economic sectors in the world, benefiting destinations and
communities worldwide. International tourist arrivals worldwide have grown
from 25 million in 1950 to nearly 1.2 billion in 2015. Similarly, international
tourism revenues earned by destinations around the world have grown
from 2 billion US dollars in 1950 to 1.2 trillion dollars in 2016. The sector
represents an estimated 10% of the world’s GDP and 1 in 10 jobs globally.
It is estimated that tourism will continue to grow at an average of 3.3% annually until 2030. This growth over the second half of the 20th century and
the 21st is due to the fact that access to tourism has progressively expanded thanks to the recognition of the right to holidays in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the improved adoption of labour rights in
many countries and the growing middle class worldwide.
Recognizing the importance of international tourism in fostering better
understanding among peoples everywhere, in leading to a greater awareness of the rich heritage of various civilizations, on 22 December, 2015,
during its 70th session, the United Nations General Assembly designated
2017 as the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development
through a special resolution in which it “encourages all States, the United
Nations system and all other actors to take advantage of the International
Year to promote actions at all levels, including through international cooperation, and to support sustainable tourism as a means of promoting and
accelerating sustainable development, especially poverty eradication.”
This year, thus, provides a unique opportunity to reaffirm our commitment
to sustainability and move forward to ensure the positive impact of wellmanaged tourism on inclusive and equitable growth, sustainable development and peace.
Like any activity, tourism has powerful effects on the economy, society
and environment in generating countries and especially in the receiving
countries. In addition to the socioeconomic impact of tourism, the sector,
if managed sustainably, can be a factor for environmental preservation,
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cultural appreciation and understanding among peoples. Sustainable
tourism is defined as tourism that takes full account of its current and future
economic, social and environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and host communities. It should, thus,
make optimal use of environmental resources, respect host communities
and ensure viable, long-term economic operations so that benefits are equitably distributed among all stakeholders.
In addition to the socioeconomic impact of tourism, the sector, if managed sustainably, can be a factor for environmental preservation, cultural
appreciation and understanding among peoples. Sustainable tourism is
a positive instrument towards the eradication of poverty, the protection of
the environment and the improvement of quality of life, especially in developing countries. Well-designed and well-managed tourism can make a
significant contribution to the three dimensions of sustainable development
—economic, social and environmental. Pakistan has tremendous potential
for tourism promotion which has not yet been fully utilized. The need is to
launch a coordinated drive to boost both domestic and international
tourism.
The problems hindering tourism in Pakistan are mostly related to inadequate infrastructure, negative travel advisory to international tourists,
boarding and lodging, poor connectivity through air and road, NoC requirement for foreigners to visit northern areas including AJK, trust deficit in
public and private sector, poor tour operators and no skilful workers in the
industry.
There is no organised marketing strategy. At the federal level there is
no department to coordinate with provinces in promoting tourism at international level. It can be entrusted to the Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan. There are few models which can be replicated like Malaysian
Tourism and Exports Development Board and the Dubai Commerce and
Tourism Marketing Board. These two boards are responsible for marketing
tangible products and tourism services.
In the eight years following tourism’s devolution to the provinces, the
sector continues to stagnate. The failure ranges from evolving a provincial
tourism policy to inadequate infrastructure to attract domestic and international tourists. KPK and Balochistan have taken some tentative steps to
promote tourism. But there is no dedicated provincial tourism policy in Punjab and Sindh, while in Gilgit Baltistan the subject is still under the purview
of the federal government. To reap the benefit of tourism, both the federal
government and provinces should set up a coordination board to develop
cohesive policies and adopt the best tourism promotion practices that have
proved effective internationally.

07

Law

Supreme Court
judgement sets high
standards for politicians
Muhammad Hassan

The Supreme Court’s decision of absolving Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan of any wrongdoing and the disqualification of party’s
Secretary-General Jahangir Tareen has squeezed space for people with
suspicious financial issues in Pakistan’s politics. The verdict has set high
standards, which will be difficult to meet, even for clean politicians and it
appears the system would be purged of corrupt politicians in a few years.
The PTI chairman had to produce almost 7,000 documents to prove
his innocence in court. Despite being a player, not a businessman, he pro-
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duced financial transactions of 30 years. It was because he lived in the
West and the record was available despite the closure of banks and other
institutions. His former wife Jemima Khan helped him throughout the case
with required papers. He would have failed to present the record, if he had
lived in Pakistan. Very few business people can face such strict accountability in Pakistan. Most politicians stand no chance.
The Jahangir Tareen case is more alarming for others. He provided
bank records and other details of how he had earned money and how he
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set up an offshore company in the UK, but was disqualified from holding a
public office for life because he had not declared it in his nomination papers. “We hold that Shiny View Limited (SVL), an offshore company, was
established by the respondent which has legal title of the property measuring 12 acres, known as Hyde House, but the actual beneficial owner of
the property is the respondent,” the court ruled. “He sent around more than
Rs500 million at the exchange rate prevalent at the time. SVL or Hyde
House was never transferred to any trust by the respondent, thus, it is his
asset, which he failed to declare in his nomination papers filed on September 9, 2015, to contest by-elections from NA-154, Lodhran, therefore,
he is not honest in terms of Article 62(1)(f) of the Constitution read with
Section 99(1)(f) of the Representation of People Act,” the court observed.
Imran Khan faced four and his party two charges. The allegations
against the PTI were that it is a foreign-funded party and presented fake
asset certificates to the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP). To the allegation of receiving foreign funds, the court observed the petitioner, Hanif
Abbasi, had no business bringing the charge. It ruled the charge could only
be presented by the federal government for its validation on a reference
made to the Supreme Court. The ECP has sent notices to the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
over foreign funds. It is already investigating foreign funding of the PTI.
The court observed that the charge of false asset certificates against the
PTI was quite irrelevant at the stage, as it could only be determined in a
competent court of law after the ECP gave its findings on whether any prohibited funding had been received by the PTI.
The ruling party had brought four charges against Imran Khan. His disqualification was sought because he owned an offshore company, which
he failed to disclose in his nomination papers; he could not justify how he
had acquired funds for his Bani Gala property; he had not legally acquired
the ownership of the Bani Gala property and he owns a flat at Constitution
Avenue, Islamabad, which he failed to declare in his asset statement. However, the court observed that Niazi Services (NSL), the offshore company,
was not an asset which Imran needed to declare. “NSL was an offshore
company, of which he was the beneficial owner. However, it had been established solely as a corporate vehicle for the legal ownership of his London flat and he could not be proved to have been a shareholder or a
director of the company. He had later declared the London flat through an
amnesty scheme under Pakistan's income tax laws, after which there was
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no need left to declare it,” the court noted.
To the charge that Imran could not justify how he had acquired funds
for his Bani Gala residence, the court said it was satisfied that he had paid
Rs7.3 million and his former wife, Jemima, paid Rs36.2 million of the total
Rs43.5 million at the time of its purchase. “The amount was covered by
foreign currency remittances, made by her, which was later returned by
Imran Khan in 2003 after he sold his London flat,” the court noted. To the
allegation that Imran had not legally acquired its ownership, the court said
Imran was its owner after it was gifted to him by his ex-wife after their divorce. In response to the charge that Imran had not declared an Islamabad
flat in his assets statement, the court found that he had actually declared
his advance payment in the statement of assets and liabilities filed with his
income tax returns in tax year 2014. He was allotted the flat in the following
year and he had declared it in both his assets and liabilities statements
filed with his income tax returns for the year, as well as his annual returns
order filed with the ECP. "Therefore, no misdeclaration of assets was committed by him," the court ruled.
In his additional note, Justice Faisal Arab, a member of the bench, said
that Imran Khan’s case was different and could not be compared to that of
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. “Nawaz served on top level government posts for over 30 years and as per merit for these positions, the person should not have black financial stains. The Sharif family failed to justify
their source of income for London flats, Azizia Hotel, Azizia Steel Mills and
Gulf Steel Mills. Nawaz Sharif did not possess the assets before holding
the prime minister’s office. Imran Khan’s case should not be compared
and is not comparable to Nawaz Sharif’s case. Nawaz Sharif willfully withheld information from court, such as taking salary from FZE Company
which was inevitably revealed in the JIT report,” he observed.
The Imran case has set high standards for other politicians and many
would fail the test. It also has improved his image in the public and made
him a favourite to win the next election. It came as a blow to disgraced Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, whose role in politics is about to end. It will have farreaching effects on future politics of Pakistan. Now all politicians, with dubious financial backgrounds, can be brought to book. It will bring more people
to the accountability process. The court and Imran have upped the bar and
it appears few politicians will be able to cross it in the next election. They
will think many times before contesting the election and, if elected, they will
be disqualified for life if their cases reach the Supreme Court.
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Politics

Nawaz Sharif’s
Shahbaz gimmick
Muhammad Ali

Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has named his younger brother Shahbaz Sharif as the ruling party’s candidate for the post of the prime minister
in the next election. The move indicates the ousted prime minister has lost
hope of any relief from the judiciary or the establishment to reverse his disqualification. It also proves that he has realized that there is no chance of
his party winning the next election.
The news of the nomination of Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif
was leaked to the media, instead of a formal announcement by a party
spokesman or office-bearer. It indicates that the former prime minister still
has other plans in his mind if his party wins the polls. According to sources
in the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), his daughter, Maryam
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Nawaz, will be his first choice if the party wins the election. If she is disqualified by the courts, as she faces many corruption cases against her,
Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi will be his second priority. It is said
the nomination of Shahbaz Sharif is a political stunt to keep the party and
its voters intact.
According to media reports, former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif told
his aides that the younger Sharif would be the party's candidate for premiership in the upcoming election. Reposing confidence in his younger
brother, Nawaz Sharif said that Shahbaz Sharif had never disappointed
him or the party, and had risen to prominence because of his hard work
and performance. It is said that Nawaz also admitted that they had a dif-
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ference of opinion on some issues, but Shahbaz never violated party discipline and defied his orders. He was also quoted as saying that he had
accepted Shahbaz’s suggestions as well, at times. “I had to take General
(retd) Pervez Musharraf's call condoling our father's death upon Shahbaz's
insistence," he said.
According to sources, the ruling party also conducted a survey in its
strongholds to asses its popularity for the next election. The survey said
the popularity of the Pakistan Threek-i-Insaf has risen immensely after the
disqualification of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in the Panama case.
Its findings said only Shahbaz Sharif can provide best results against the
PTI, whose popularity has skyrocketed after the Supreme Court of Pakistan gave a clean chit to Imran Khan in a disqualification case against
him. It is a fact that the ruling party can only stay united and obtain the
best possible results if Shahbaz Sharif leads the party in the election, but
he still has no chance of becoming the prime minister of Pakistan, because
there are little chances of the success of his party in the election; and even
if its wins, it will not nominate him as prime minister. In July this year, he
had been tipped to replace Nawaz as the prime minister after his disqualification by the Supreme Court. However, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi was appointed the prime minister as Shahbaz claimed he wanted to focus on
completion of development projects in Punjab.
There are also rumours that the ruling party has entered into an agreement with the establishment, under which Shahbaz Sharif, who is considered close to the establishment, was launched. Political analysts say the
decision to appoint Shabaz Sharif as a candidate for the prime minister’s
slot is based on the party’s strategy to iron out differences with the establishment. PML-N legislators say the announcement has given a clear
roadmap to the party to contest the next election. “There was criticism over
some perceived misunderstandings, with other parties speaking of possible divisions within the party. But the situation has become clearer now,”
they believe. There was a general perception in the party that stern reaction by Nawaz Sharif to his disqualification had divided the party and many
feared for its future. While the former prime minister has been accusing
the judiciary and the establishment of victimization and partiality, his
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younger brother has always been vocal against his criticism of the institutions.
Party sources say Maryam Nawaz could also be a candidate for the
Punjab chief minister post in the next election. She will contest elections
for National Assembly and Punjab Assembly seats. It is believed she will
contest elections on four seats, NA-120, NA-123, PP-147 and PP-144, and
she has already launched a campaign in the constituencies without any
formal announcement. Both Maryam Nawaz and Hamza Shahbaz have
been included in a 27-member Central Executive Committee of the PMLN earlier this month. However, she faces certain jail in corruption, forgery
and perjury cases, alongside her father and brothers. Recently, the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has summoned the record of her interviews on television channels from the Press Information Department. It
has also sought the record of interviews of Nawaz Sharif and sons Hassan
and Hussain Nawaz. The request has been made following a probe
against the family over Avenfield properties, London. Earlier, an accountability court recorded the statement of prosecution witnesses in Azizia
Steel Mills and Avenfield properties references against the Sharif family. A
witness informed the court that over Rs 57m was transferred to Maryam’s
account from Hill Metal Company.
Shahbaz Sharif is also not free of trouble. He still faces the Minhajul
Quran case, in which 14 people were killed and over 100 injured. The Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PAT) has already announced a protest movement
against him. The Supreme Court of Pakistan has rejected a plea of the
NAB to reopen the Hudaibiya Paper Mills money laundering case against
him and other members of the family, but the issue will not fizzle out easily.
It will stare him in the face in a few months or later. There are also reports
of over 60 MNAs of the ruling party having contacts with the PTI. Seeing
Nawaz in jail before January 28, 2018, they are desperate to leave the
party. However, the PTI cannot absorb such a large number of “electables”
because it has to accommodate old party workers in the election. Shahbaz
Sharif’s chance of becoming the next prime minister appears to be dim. It
will be a great achievement for the PML-N if it saves its rule in its home
province, what to speak of anything else.

11

Institutions

Grand dialogue
begins
Muhammad Zain

Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa’s briefing to the parliament on
national and international issues has come at a time when misconceptions
between the civilians and the army have widened. A smear campaign by
the ruling party against the judiciary and the army after the disqualification
of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and a recent 22-day sit-in of religious parties in Islamabad forced the army leadership to allay the fears of
the civilians, who wanted grand dialogue among all political parties and
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national institutions.
The briefing was also important in the context of a recent debate and
questions raised in the parliament about Pakistan's role in a 34-state
Saudi-led coalition against terrorism, former Army Chief General (retd) Raheel Sharif’s responsibilities in it and Iran’s apprehensions against it. The
army chief’s recent visit to Iran also raised many eyebrows in the parliament and Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani had expressed his annoyance
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over keeping the parliament in the dark. PPP Senator Farhatullah Babar
had complained that when asked about the reservations of Iran on the
Saudi-led coalition, the Foreign Office said that it was unaware of them
and would reply after talking to the authority on the matter. “Who is the authority,” he asked. “One institution (army) is formulating policy on its own,”
he alleged.
In view of the situation, it was important for the army to take the parliament into confidence and brief it about the ground realities and challenges.
The in-camera briefing to the Whole House of the Senate Committee on
the most sensitive issue of national security is a beginning of grand dialogue which was proposed by the Senate chairman a few months ago and
welcomed by all parties and even the army. According to information
leaked to the media by some senators, the army chief reaffirmed his commitment to democracy and the rule of law and denied the military was playing any role in destabilising the civilian government. Accompanied by
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) Chief Lt.-Gen. Naveed Mukhtar, DirectorGeneral of Military Operations (DGMO) Maj.-Gen. Sahir Shamshad Mirza
and Military Intelligence (MI) Director-General Maj.-Gen. Asim Munir, the
army chief defended his institution for brokering a deal between the government and the protesters at Islamabad, saying the situation could have
aggravated had the military not intervened. The government had itself
asked the army to help end the sit-in and when it resolved the issue amicably, some ministers and so-called liberals condemned it for not using
force.
According to media reports, General Bajwa also accepted mistakes
committed by former army chiefs, especially General Ziaul Haq and Pervez
Musharraf, but said he could not be held responsible for their blunders.
Reportedly, he even asked the parliament to frame foreign and security
policies and promised to implement them. In a rare note of clarification, he
distanced himself and the army from views expressed by some retired generals in their public appearances and talk shows. “These are their personal
views and nothing to do with the institution,” he clarified. Many in the country believe the retired generals, appearing in talk shows daily, take guidance from their former institution and reflect its mindset.
The army chief’s view on relations with India must have shocked many
parliamentarians as he reportedly said the military was ready to back the
political leadership’s initiative for normalisation of relations with the archrival. In fact, relations with all neighbours should be normalised and political
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leaders should try to improve relations with India, he was quoted as saying.
He assured that the army would completely support their efforts. It falsifies
Indian propaganda that the army is against peace efforts and also negates
the stance of some analysts who claim former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
had lost the favour of the army for unilaterally undertaking peace overtures
towards India. However, General Bajwa informed the legislators that a
large part of Indian military deployment was against Pakistan and India
was fomenting instability and terrorism in Pakistan. He also informed them
about the nexus of India with the Afghan intelligence agency.
Speaking on one of the most important issues, General Bajwa said Iran
and Pakistan could not afford strained relations and informed the senators
about efforts for a rapprochement between Iran and Saudi Arabia, but the
initiative failed because of poor response from Saudi Arabia. To a question
about the Saudi-led military alliance, he said terms of reference of the alliance had not been finalised and promised to share them with the parliament when they were decided. He also assured the lawmakers that the
alliance would not be allowed to be tainted by sectarianism.
During the question-answer session, General Bajwa also favoured the
existing parliamentary form of democracy and said it was more robust and
offered a dynamic solution to challenges facing the country. To a question
on accountability in the army, he informed the senators that the army had
a robust system of accountability and answerable to the parliament. ISPR
DG Asif Ghafoor, in his media talk, said there was a consensus that Pakistan was a strong country and “we will have to move forward together”.
The briefing on sensitive issues will strengthen the parliament and add
to its confidence. The parliamentarians will have a better understanding
of issues. Pakistan is passing through a critical phase and internal and external challenges require better understanding and interaction among institutions. It could help remove misconceptions between politicians and
the army. It is hoped doubts in the minds of politicians must also have been
removed, who feared the army wanted to delay elections and set up a national government or a technocrat government for a few years. It is a beginning of a grand dialogue and it is hoped the judiciary will also be invited
to take part in it, because it is an important pillar of the state and ways
should be discussed to provide inexpensive and speedy justice to all people of Pakistan. Pakistan’s armed forces maintain international standards.
Its justice system should also meet international standards to join the
comity of civilized and advance nations.
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Foreign Policy

Trump’s security
strategy doctrine
Raza Khan

United States President Donald Trump after nearly a year in office has
announced his security strategy document which generally has largescale implications for the world in general and South Asia in particular.
The underlying theme of the new security strategy is “America First”.
Trump’s security strategists, being cognizant of the fact that security in
the twenty first century is a multidimensional concept, have made economic security the core of Washington’s new security strategy. The new
document “affirms the belief that America’s economic security is national security.”
The new US security strategy has four important strands which include:
protecting the country and the American people, promoting American prosperity, preserving peace through strength and advancing American influence. While protecting the country and its people and promoting American
prosperity are very much understandable and is the sovereign right of
Washington, but the emphasis on preserving peace through strength and
promoting American influence are quite problematic. Peace could only be
preserved through cooperation and establishing cooperative associations
between and among states. However, it is the reality of the international
system that it is very much anarchical and it requires according to certain
experts a “hegemon” to stabilize the system and the US consider this
hegemon itself. President Trump emphasis on “preserving peace through
strength” is an indication of this mindset. Promoting American influence is
again very confused as Washington already has sweeping influence
around the world, but promoting American influence means to curtail the
growing influence of other countries, particularly China. Beijing, through
such initiatives like the One Belt One Road (OBOR) and by linking the
Eurasian land mass, wants to dominate these regions and the US obviously would not like to see an increase in Chinese influence.
Making economic security the kernel of the US new security strategy
is a candid admission by the Trump Administration that more than anything
else, economics is important for Washington. This has always been the
case with US foreign policy and, under it, the defense policy of Washington, but arguably no US president in the past has acknowledged it in such
unequivocal terms.
President Trump’s administration has described its new security strategy as a comprehensive vision for tackling America’s complex security
challenges. This is something dichotomous on the part of Washington because, on the one hand, placing the economy at the core of the new security strategy while on the other hand saying that there are complex
security challenges to the US is incompatible. In other words, here the
Trump administration’s assertion regarding its new security strategy is
hazy. There should have been a clearer explanation from Washington that
the security challenges are more to the economic hegemony of the US,
than to its physical existence.
The new security strategy of the US with economics at its core calls for
bringing a balance in US economic relations with the rest of the world, es-
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pecially China. This clearly points towards the growing tilt in the balance
of trade between Washington and Beijing to the latter. This means that the
US strategists under President Trump are concerned about the growing
economic prowess of China. This increasing economic strength of China
obviously comes at the cost of the US’s shrinking economic power. It may
be remembered that President Trump has taken an aggressive stance on
trade and has had vowed to reduce the trade deficits, particularly with
China and has said that he wants to level the playing field for American
companies. Circumventing China economically, by Washington, does not
augur well for Pakistan, one of the closest allies of Beijing and with whom
it is engaged in giving a practical shape to multibillion dollar China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Against this backdrop, the US opposition to
CPEC under President Trump becomes more understandable. However,
it is important to note that by trying to reduce its trade deficits, Washington
may politically and strategically destabilize other regions, which ultimately
would boomerang on the US.
On its part, China has felt the heat from the new security strategy of
the US. The media quoted Beijing foreign ministry spokesman, Hua Chunying, as saying that US-China economic and trade relations “are mutually
beneficial.” At the same time she said that her country hoped the new US
policy would contribute to “our common safeguard of international peace
and security.” This is a clear indication that Beijing is seriously perturbed
by President Trump’s security strategy with economics at its core and
China as its target. Apparently, President Trump considers that US-China
economic relations are not mutually beneficial and has contributed more
to Beijing than Washington. However, the Chinese spokesperson is apt is
stating, as we analyzed above, that by pursuing its economic objectives,
Washington would make the world more unstable.
According to US defence secretary, Jim Mattis, “the greatest weapon
is our (US) strong GDP.” This is indeed a very important statement because without a strong GDP, which is number one in the world, the US
would not have been able to sustain its military dominance. Otherwise, at
the height of the Cold War between the US-led capitalist world and Soviet
Union-spearheaded communist world, the latter had more nuclear and
conventional weapons than Washington. But as the Soviet Union could
not sustain its economy, it simply fragmented because it could not continue
to spend on its expensive wars like the one in Afghanistan in the 1980s.
President Trump’s security strategy would have large-scale implications
for the world and particularly our region, because of the focus on China. It
is important to note that Washington no more considers non-state actors
like Al Qaeda and Islamic State as a grave threat to the US. It might be recalled that Al Qaeda, under its founder Osama bin Laden, had its objective
to target the US economic power and symbols because the group thought
that compelling Washington to pull out of the Middle East and other Muslim
countries was only possible by economically devastating it. Only time
would reveal the real impact of Washington’s new security strategy.
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Economics

Pakistan’s debt to rise
to $110 billion by 2020
Tariq Waseem

Many renowned economists have recently warned that Pakistan is dangerously enmeshed in a severe debt trap as the country’s external debt is
projected to swell to $110 billion by 2020.
As per the figures released by the State Bank of Pakistan in November
2016, the total central government debt as on 30.09.2016, stood at Rs19.9
trillion, “excluding liabilities”, and of which the domestic debt constitutes
Rs14.4 trillion while external debt makes up Rs5.5 trillion. During the first
quarter (July-September) of this fiscal year, the government added to the
debt by some Rs858 billion, taking the debt to GDP ratio to nearly 69.50%,
which in June 2016 stood at around 66.50%.
This is an alarming trend, as contrary to earlier predictions, the national
debt, instead of coming down, is going up. Last year, in order to hide its
inefficiencies, the government had made a clever move to avert criticism
over mounting debt by amending the Fiscal Responsibility and Debt Limitation Act of 2005, through a Finance Act that literally changed the debt
limits. The finance ministry not only diluted the law but also got relaxed
the statutory limit of restricting the public debt at 60% of GDP. Both the
previous PPP government and the present PML-N governments have violated this condition, but with the help of new legislation the PML-N government has set a new statutory deadline of June 2018, to bring the debt
back to 60% GDP level, as against the earlier deadline of June 2013.
It is the considered opinion of economic experts that Pakistan’s debt
sustainability indicators have significantly worsened in the past years and
especially in the last three years due to a high increase in foreign exchange
and refinancing risks resulting from reckless high cost borrowings. The average time to maturity of public debt fell in fiscal year 2015-16, which in
turn has increased the refinancing risks and similarly, the short term foreign
currency debt as a percentage of official liquid reserves and net international reserves increased in fiscal year 2015-16, which in turn increases
the foreign currency risk.
The government’s argument is that its debt management strategy sets
target ranges for currency, refinancing and interest rate risks, and though
quite a few indicators are currently in the red, they still fall within the limits
prescribed in its Medium Term Debt Management Strategy 2016-19. In
support of its stance, it quotes global statistics showing that amidst a high
prevalent global debt phenomenon, Pakistan’s debt at around $83 billion
for a population base of 200 million is quite manageable as compared to
Greece $367 billion, Ireland $865 billion, Spain $1 trillion and Italy $1 trillion. But the comparison is fallacious as all these countries are examples
of failed economies. Further, they are part of a single monetary block that
gets balanced through a complex system of intra-regional monetary balancing mechanism overseen by a European central bank. Pakistan is neither a European economy nor does it have the luxury of printing the
second leading reserve currency of the world.
Pakistan’s debt profile presents an even bleaker picture when one
starts to discover the nature of its historical debt and the one that has been
piled up in recent years. The historical debt profile has little to show for it-
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self: the national infrastructure fails to match that of any developed economy; public support systems of health, housing, utilities, education and social benefits remain unsatisfactory; poverty levels stuck at about 30% or
more; an extremely narrow and small industrial base; and a top heavy public administration system that despite being inefficient has become further
entrenched over time.
To make matters worse, during the past three years, the government
has been borrowing recklessly, acquiring expensive foreign and domestic
debt at commercial rates. Though it has repeatedly claimed that it is increasing its credit only to the extent of budget deficit requirements, the reality is quite different. The increase in federal government’s debt from
July-September 2016, added up to Rs858 billion, whereas, the budget
deficit in the same period was only Rs450 billion.
Borrowing in itself is not essentially a bad thing as long as it can be
spent in a productive manner. If all the borrowing had been put to productive use in self-sustaining projects, it would have generated growth. But
this was not done. The growth continues to remain elusive at under 5% ,
while independent economists say it is closer to 4%. But the point is that
unless the GDP growth rate goes up to 6.50% or beyond, the present level
of debt may is unsustainable. The problem is compounded by the fact
that Pakistan’s exports are rapidly declining and foreign remittances have
also slowed down considerably – both these trends are likely to continue
in the near-term.
Pakistan’s external debt to export ratio is projected to be at 442% by
2019-20, which will make it un-serviceable. Exports, which used to finance
80% of imports in the early 2000s, now finance less than 50% of imports.
Over the last decade, our exports have grown by merely 4% compared to
12% in Bangladesh and 10% in India. As for remittances, since they are
negatively correlated with oil imports (bulk of remittances coming from the
Gulf countries), the former are naturally slowing down due to oil prices
being low.
Pressure on the balance of payments has been rising and a weakening
reserves position is making the job of economic planners difficult in ensuring timely loan repayments. Repayment obligations will swiftly grow on
commercial debt besides the maturity of $2 billion Sukuk bonds during the
same period. Repayment to the IMF will soon start as well. Many economists believe that if Pakistan does not mobilise $10 billion within the current
financial year, it could face a default situation as is being anticipated by
some international agencies, including Bloomberg.
Pakistan has been placed among four out of 10 countries that would
default soon on repayment of external debt. Venezuela has already defaulted, while the other three countries in line are Pakistan, Egypt and
Ecuador. With the rising debt burden, the economy presents a dismal picture. Our foreign exchange reserves are debt driven, circular debt in the
power sector is touching dangerous levels and all state enterprises are in
the red. Unless the government moves quickly, the debt trap may strangulate the national economy.

15

Governance

Why FATA Reforms
Bill not tabled
Raza Khan

Recently there has been hue and cry in the National Assembly of Pakistan
from the opposition benches regarding the failure of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) federal government to table the FATA Reforms Bill on
the floor of the house to make it into a law. Almost all the leading political parties,
including the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
along with many smaller groups have been calling for introducing and passing
the FATA Reforms Bill in parliament. The government has also been promising
to introduce the same sooner rather than later. However, despite several walk-
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outs by the opposition parties and the subsequent promises, the government
did not table the bill. Perhaps the government might introduce the said law bill
by the time these lines appear in print, but this would be out of sheer compulsion rather than choice.
The government did not table the FATA Reforms Bill on December 20, as promised and the situation so deteriorated in the NA that the PML-N’s own Speaker of
the NA, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, had to say harsh words for his government’s minister
in-charge of FATA, Lt. General (R) Abdul Qadir Baloch. There are several reasons
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for the government’s inability or hesitance to introduce the FATA Reforms Bill in
parliament. The government knows that if the FATA reforms are introduced at once,
it would lead to another string of crises and conflict in the country.
It must be remembered that in March last the federal cabinet ultimately had
decided to introduce reforms in FATA including the merger of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province.
Despite that decision by the cabinet, the government has been unable to implement its decision; this points towards the fact that the government has come
to realize that it would lead to several conflicts. At the same time it must be recalled that the decision to merge FATA with KP taken by the federal government
was vague and was not comprehensive as it provided only for the merger over
the next five years. In fact, the merger over five years was originally recommended by the Advisor to PM Nawaz Sharif, by the Sartaj Aziz-led FATA Reforms Committee. However, the PTI, ANP, PPP, Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) and
certain other political groups have been demanding immediate merger.
Whereas, the JUI-F and PkMAP, two key coalition partners of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) have been vehemently against the merger.
The JUI-F very rationally has been suggesting that the merger of FATA with
the province should be subject to a referendum in FATA. In fact, the merger
must be linked to referenda in both FATA and KP. The vague decision by the
PML-N government to merge FATA with the KP province was aimed at shifting
responsibility from the present government and let the next dispensation implement it. However, the present decision to merge FATA is seemingly not
going to be implemented anytime soon. In other words, execution of the policy
decision regarding the merger would be very difficult to implement. There are
different reasons for that. For instance, implementing the proposed reforms
would entail amendments in various articles and clauses of the 1973 state constitution. This would require political consensus between the major political
groups having representation in parliament. In case most of the parties are
able to arrive at the draft constitutional amendments to make FATA part of the
province, it would require considerable time. If things were to be rushed, this
would be akin to sowing the seeds of future conflict.
The PML-N government with the aim of shifting responsibility to the next
government regarding the future of FATA has come under severe pressure
from the opposition parties for introducing the reforms and it may give in to that
pressure also. However, the mounting of so much pressure by the opposition
parties and making it a matter of life and death is, indeed, very surprising.
Another important feature of the reforms which were given a go-ahead by
the federal cabinet in its special meeting held on March 02, 2017, regarding
determining the future constitutional and political status of FATA was the reple-
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tion of the Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR). The FCR is the legal framework,
through which the affairs of FATA have been managed to date, since it was
first implemented by the British colonial rulers of India in the year 1901. Ironically, the FCR would be replaced by another proposed legal framework named
as “Tribal Areas Riwaj Regulation”. This was, indeed, strange. If a specific legal
framework has been designed for FATA, then what is the need of merging the
region with KP? Because KP has its provincial assembly, which is authorized
to legislate laws for the province. There is inconsistency, rather conflict, in the
two proposed reforms that is merging FATA with the KP province and also having a separate legal framework for the former. How can one province have two
sets of legal frameworks and then how would the provincial legislative assembly deal with this situation? If FATA is merged with KP and the Tribal Areas
Rewaj Regulation is also enforced that would be a grave mistake resulting in
an explosive situation.
The government may also have realized that having a specific legal framework for FATA to replace the existing FCR at the time of merging it with KP is
tantamount to the fact that FATA has a special status and its residents want to
be governed by their specific customary laws. If these customary laws have to
be codified in the Tribal Areas Rewaj Regulation so the laws have to be implemented within the territory through a legislative body. This legislative body could
be created in FATA and the regulations could not then be enforced through the
legislative assembly of KP. By proposing to have a Tribal Areas Rivaj Regulation is the admission that having a separate constitutional and political entity in
the shape of a separate province or regional authority is indispensable.
The real issue in FATA has been to replace the colonial and draconian FCR
with another code of law. Incidentally, sans a few dreaded provisions like the
40 FCR, which has largely been reformed through the FATA Regulation 2012
by former president Asif Ali Zardari, most of the FCR incorporated the customary or Rivaj laws into the FCR. The best option, thus, could have been to repeal
the FCR and replace it with a modern, civilized legal framework. In fact, the
proposition of the Tribal Areas Rewaj Regulation means that the government
has not been in the mood to take a drastic, but much-needed, step to change
the social and economic complexion of FATA. One is of the view that a new
legal order incorporating the ultraconservative customs and mores would be
able to address the multi-dimensional and multifarious problems of FATA.
The PML-N government has been under so much pressure, particularly regarding the corruption case of former prime minister Nawaz Sharif and his
henchmen that the party has not had time to focus on real issues of the country,
what to talk of reforms in FATA. If the PML-N government under pressure
passes the FATA Reforms Bill this would be another grave mistake by it.
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Education

In 2017, still
woefully behind
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

In the soon-to-end year 2017, the federal as well as provincial governments, once again, failed to fulfil the promises made to the public in the
Constitution of Pakistan. Article 25-A says: “The State shall provide free
and compulsory education to all children of the age of five to sixteen years
in such manner as may be determined by law.”
Article 37-b urges the governments to “…remove illiteracy and provide
free and compulsory secondary education within a minimum possible period.”
However, the outgoing year didn’t prove to be much different from the
previous years as far as developments in the education sector of the country are concerned. Budgetary allocations were decreased once again in
most cases, inequalities in education, particularly gender disparity, could
not be bridged, higher education remained neglected and a large number
of higher education institutions remained headless for the major part of the
year.
While parents protested against illegal and illogical increase in fees by
private educational institutions, college and university students in KhyberPakhtunkhwa took to the streets against a hike in fees by the provincial
higher education authorities. Medical education suffered many setbacks,
one after the other, starting from leak of entry test papers in Punjab and
Sindh and ending at disbanding of the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council by the government authorities.
Reports: The Global Education Monitoring (GEM) report, released in
the beginning of year 2017, warned that if the governments did not take
inequalities in education seriously and effect major transformation in the
sector to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, the
universal primary education goal would not be achieved till 2051, universal
lower secondary completion till 2062, and universal upper secondary completion till 2087. That means the country is set to miss by more than halfa-century the deadline for ensuring that all children receive a primary education.
It is a regrettable fact that Pakistan has the most absolute number of
children out of school anywhere in the world, including 5.6 million out of
primary schools, around 5.5 million out of secondary schools (48% of lower
secondary school age children), and a staggering 10.4 million adolescents
out of upper secondary school, all figures startling, mind-blowing.
Another report was released in September 2017 by Idara-e-Taleem-oAagahi (ITA), the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) Pakistan2016, reminding all concerned once again that Pakistani children may be
attending school, but they are not learning much.
The survey findings showed that the Punjab rural districts saw a slight
decrease in overall out-of-school children, but learning outcomes and early
childhood education deteriorated drastically, though the province is the
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most developed and, population-wise the biggest province of the country.
Budgetary allocations: As far as budgetary allocations are concerned, authorities again failed to fulfil their promise of allocating at least
4-6% of their GDP and 15-20% of the total public expenditure for the education sector in financial year 2017-18.
Centre: The federal government, apparently, increased the budget for
the education sector by almost six times, compared with the previous fiscal
year’s allocations. However, there was no mention in the budget documents that almost half of the previous year’s allocations for the sector remained unutilised. According to the Federal Audit Report, 47% of the total
development budget, Rs1324.67 million, out of 2762.30 million, remained
unutilised.
The budget proposals for financial year 2017-18 showed that the Centre would spend Rs90.52 billion on federal education and related services
in the current fiscal year. The allocation was nearly Rs6 billion higher than
the allocation under this head last year. Besides, Rs25.5 billion were allocated for 105 ongoing schemes, the government set aside Rs. 9.1 billion
for the 62 new projects, mainly focusing on development, research and innovation.
Punjab: It was a sad reality that the Pakistan Muslim League-N government in the Punjab province cut allocations for the education sector in
the financial year 2017-18, like in the previous financial year. According to
Alif Ailaan education initiative, allocation for education during the fiscal
year 2017-18 was Rs345 billion (17.5% of the total budgetary allocations),
which is 1% less than the allocations made in the financial year 2016-17.
Last year (2016-17), the finance bill showed that in its ninth consecutive
budget, the PML-N’s provincial government allocated Rs323 billion for education, which was 19% of the total budget of Rs1,681 billion. The budget
documents said that the education budget was 58% of the total annual development programme (ADP), allocated for the year. During the financial
year 2015-16, it was 77% of the total ADP, hence 19% reduction in the allocation.
And this year, too, the budgetary allocations were reduced by 1%, compared with the last financial year. However, the budget documents for year
2017-18 claimed that with an overall allocation of Rs345 billion, including
development and non-development budget, the provincial government increased the allocation by 9%.
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa: The provincial government, in its fifth annual budget, allocated Rs127.91 billion for education sector. Out of
which, Rs115.92 billion were allocated for primary and secondary
schools, and Rs6.32 billion for higher education, making a total increase of 18% in the education budget compared with the last year.
The higher education budget was increased by 31% and elementary
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and secondary education by 17%.
Fata: For the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata), the allocations for the education sector in 2017-18 financial year stood at Rs12.8
billion, showing an increase of 9.4% over the previous budget.
Sindh: In the Sindh Education Budget 2017-18, the allocation percentage for the development side was decreased from 21.03% in 2016-17 to
20.06% in 2017-18, with Rs202.7 billion set aside for the sector.
For the financial year 2017-18, the total budget under pre-primary and
primary education also went down from Rs55.3 billion in 2016-17 to Rs50.9
billion.
However, the provincial government claimed that education was a top
priority this year, too, with an overall increase of 24%.
Balochistan: The provincial government allocated Rs45 billion for the
education sector in the financial year 2017-18. The allocations show that
within the current budget, primary education is the largest claimant. The
allocation in the budget for 2017-18 is Rs15.9 billion, which is 42% higher
than the previous budget. Interestingly, it is only 1.3% higher than the revised budget. The budget allocation for 2017-18 is less than the revised
estimate of 2016-17 by 18.7%. There is an increase of only 4.3% over the
expenditure in 2015-16.
AJK: In the total budget of Rs94.4 billion for 2017-18, presented to the
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Assembly, the share of development was 25%;
and the share of education in the development budget was Rs1.7 billion,
or the fifth largest with a share of 7.3%. This amount is nearly twice the
amount of Rs852 million actually spent in 2015-16. Even the revised estimate for 2016-17 was Rs943 million. However, whether a jump of 88% in
2017-18 can be effectively utilised, is open to question.
Higher education: The publication of Quacquarelli Symonds World Universities Rankings 2017 in the start of November 2017, saw only one of
our 180 plus universities included in the top 500 universities, at 431st place
on the list. In the world University Ranking last year (2016), issued by the
Times Higher Education, not a single Pakistani university made it to the top
500, whereas only three universities were included in the top 800.
One should not wonder at this state of affairs keeping in view the fact
that despite passage of over seven years, all federating units and other
territories have not constituted their own higher education commissions.
Until now only Punjab and Sindh have set up their own HECs, while
Balochistan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kashmir
failed to make substantial progress on this front, even in 2017.
Dozens of universities and colleges all across the country remained
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headless through most part of the year 2017. Only in KhyberPakhtunkhwa, no regular vice-chancellors and pro-vice-chancellors were
appointed to top 10 universities and colleges of the province for months.
Medical education crisis: Medical education in the country faced backto-back crisis in 2017. Entry test results for admissions to medical universities and colleges in Punjab had to be cancelled after a leak of question
papers. The test was conducted by the University of Health Science (UHS)
Lahore, in Punjab, and in Sindh, the National Testing Service (NTS) was
responsible for the task.
Punjab Minister for Specialised Healthcare and Medical Education
Khwaja Salman Rafique confirmed to the media that a racket was involved
in the heinous offence of providing papers to specific aspirants. Members
of the racket were employees of UHS, doctors, academics and others.
Legislation: After the 18th Amendment, the education sector has been
devolved to the provinces. Under the law, the four federating units and
other territories are bound to legislate on Right to Education (RTE) in pursuance of the said article. However, despite passage of over seven years,
the process of legislation has not been completed. Either the provinces
have failed to legislate on the right to free and compulsory education for
children or implement the legislation in letter and spirit.
The plight of the disabled: The Lahore High Court (LHC) took notice of
torture of special needs children in Punjab after some videos emerged on
social media and then private TV channels, showing staffers manhandling
special children. At least two such videos emerged in October 2017, in
which bus conductors were seen torturing children of Gung Mahal School
for the Deaf and Dumb — a government institute in Gulberg.
Besides these special occurrences, there was no change in the conditions for the physically challenged students in the country in 2017 compared with the previous year. At least on three different occasions,
visually-impaired persons staged protest demonstrations in Lahore against
the government authorities, calling for education facilities for them and implementation of 3% job quota reserved for the disabled, and regularisation
of their jobs in letter and spirit.
Curriculum reforms: In December 2017, the Global Education Monitoring Report 2017-18 of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), expressed concern over school textbooks in many countries, including Pakistan, glorifying war and military heroes rather than teaching peace, non-violence and reconciliation. However,
all four provincial governments as well as the Centre have failed to make
a comprehensive strategy on curriculum reform so far.
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Challenges for
Pakistan in 2018
Faheem Amir

There are many mighty challenges like terrorism, extremism, corruption, political instability, poverty, malnutrition, illiteracy and pollution which need to be
tackled for making Pakistan a stable, progressive, moderate and democratic
country. There are also many external forces like India’s RAW, the Afghan NDS,
Israel’s MOSSAD and America’s CIA which are trying their level best to destabilise Pakistan. These evil forces are hatching many conspiracies to halt the
CPEC project and capture, or neutralize, the atomic weapons programme of
Pakistan. The most tragic thing is that there are many traitors who are support-
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ing these evil external forces. Even, our political leaders like Mehmood
Achakzai, Altaf Hussain, Asif Ali Zardari and Nawaz Sharif are speaking openly
against Pakistan, its army, its judiciary and its nuclear programme. According
to news reports, Asif Ali Zardari, former President of Pakistan, had even offered
to hand over nuclear weapons to the US against 100 billion dollars’ aid in 2008.
A famous TV anchor Shahid Masood has disclosed in his programme that a
very popular political leader has recently offered the same deal to America just
to protect his rule and power in Pakistan. In fact, there are many religious and
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political leaders who are following the instructions and plans of the external
forces in Pakistan. There are many insiders, political and religious parties and
leaders, who are educating, protecting and helping the militants, agents and
spies of enemies, like the Indian agent Kulbhushan Jadhav, to wage a terror
war against Pakistan. They are the real enemies of Pakistan who should be
dealt with an iron hand to protect the state.
The PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif is not accepting the verdict of the apex
court in the Panama case and severely criticising the judiciary and the army.
He has also announced to start a movement against the apex court's verdict.
Speaking to media representatives on the premises of the accountability
court, Sharif said: "The court's double standards and this blatant murder of justice will not be tolerated, not by the PML-N and neither by this nation." "We will
remain steadfast in the face of this verdict and take the matter to the people,"
Sharif said, once again threatening to start a movement against the SC's verdict. "This scale of justice outside the court should stand for insaf, not for
Tehreek-i-Insaf," Sharif remarked sarcastically as he concluded his tirade.
To get the support from the America and other Western countries, Nawaz
Sharif and the PML-N government have even tried to change the Khatm-iNabuwat declaration in the electoral law. Many analysts are of the view that
Nawaz Sharif and his PML-N government , in fact, wanted to ignite violence in
the country by instigating such a sensitive move . The PML-N government and
its Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, who is now wanted and an absconder in many
corruption cases, have also brought Pakistan's economy to the brink of collapse. Ishaq Dar is labelled as "the economic hitman" who wants to destabilise
Pakistan. In fact, the PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif wants to bring about a civil
war in the country just to protect his corruption, rule and power. If Nawaz Sharif
succeeds and violence erupts, then the US special forces will invade Pakistan
and capture its nuclear weapons. Jeffrey Goldberg and Marc Ambinder have
already disclosed the US plan in their story titled The Pentagon's Secret Plans
to Secure Pakistan's Nuclear Arsenal. In this story, they have unearthed that
by “hiding its nuclear weapons from Washington, Pakistan has made them
much more vulnerable to jihadists. In response, the Pentagon has devised secret plans to secure the Pakistani arsenal -- by force if necessary”.
Due to internal traitors and anti-Pakistan forces, despite sacrificing more
than 60,000 civilians, 6,000 security personnel and spending 120 billion dollars
in the war against terror, Pakistan has not yet won that war. A report, Body
Count: Casualty Figures after 10 Years of the ‘War on Terror’ was released by
the Nobel Prize-winning International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear
War, along with Physicians for Social Responsibility and Physicians for Global
Survival; it said at least 80,000 Pakistanis, including 45 journalists, 5,498 Pakistani security forces, have been killed in the US-led war on terror.
No doubt, the Pakistan army has broken down the power and annihilated
the sanctuaries of the militants in the tribal and Northern areas during the Zarb-

January 1-15, 2018

e-Azb and Raadul Fisaad operations. But, the militants have not yet been fully
defeated. They are still attacking across the country at will.
Just one day after the country observed the third anniversary of the Army
Public School attack in Peshawar, terrorists attacked at the Bethel Memorial
Methodist Church in Quetta, killing around nine people and injuring 40 others,
including women and children. The attack took place during Sunday services.
According to news reports, “two suicide bombers had tried to enter the church
but law-enforcement officials posted outside were able to kill the attackers.
However, one of them managed to detonate his suicide vest.
"Saving a dreadful attack from happening when some 400 Christians were
offering their Sunday prayers at the Church, security officials neutralized the
attackers at the entrance”, said IG Balochistan Moazzam Jah. Had the bomber
managed to get inside, massive casualties would have resulted. Army Chief
General Qamar Bajwa praised the effective and prompt response undertaken
by the security forces. “Quetta church attack targeting our brotherly Christian
Pakistanis is an attempt to cloud Christmas celebrations / create religious cleavages. Effective response by LEAs is commendable. We stay united and steadfast to respond against such heinous attempts”.
No doubt, the quick response from the security forces have saved Quetta
from an APS-like tragedy. But, it is also a fact that terrorists are attacking Quetta
repeatedly. The DIG Hamid Shakeel Sabir was killed in a suicide attack in November, while a car bomb killed eight policemen in October. Before that, around
72 lawyers lost their lives in a terror attack in Quetta. All these attacks call for
drastic action against terrorists.
Everybody knows that the minority communities and their places of worship
are a primary target for militant groups. Last year, terrorists attacked Gulshane-Iqbal Park in Lahore and killed many Christians when they were celebrating
Easter. Then, just a few days ahead of Christmas Day, the Christian community
has been targeted yet again in Quetta. The government and the security agencies should also learn lessons from their failure. They should launch an inquiry
into the Quetta Church attack to determine if there were any intelligence or security lapses. Justice Qazi Faez Isa has already written a comprehensive report
laying bare the failures of our counterterrorism strategies. The government
should also pay heed to this report and work on its suggestions.
The government has not implemented the National Action Plan fully. It
should implement the NAP fully without any further delay. Through military operations alone, we cannot win the war against terror. Pakistan needs to defeat
the extremist mindset that has flourished in the country due to poverty, a classbased education system, injustice, social and economic inequality. The media,
electronic and print, should unmask all the corrupt, unpatriotic and anti-state
leaders, who are working on the agenda of external powers. All the corrupt and
unpatriotic leaders should be arrested and punished. Only strong and independent institutions can save Pakistan. There is no other way!
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Ancient Asian cultures may have risen
and fallen on the strength of monsoons
Sid Perkins
About 3,900 years ago, one of
the biggest cradles of Bronze
Age civilization fell apart. For unknown reasons, people fled the
Indus Valley in what is today
Pakistan and northwestern India
to establish smaller villages and
farms farther to the east.

Desert spiders put sandcastle
builders to shame
Elizabeth Pennisi
Anyone who has tried to build
castles in dry sand knows the
challenges desert digging spiders face.

Now, analyses of cave formations from the region bolster the notion that
changes in the strength of that semiarid region’s summer monsoon may
have played a major role in this cultural upheaval, and others like it. Researchers looked at the ratios of two forms of oxygen atoms in the minerals
deposited in layers in two stalagmites that had formed in a cave in the Himalayan foothills about 200 kilometers north of New Delhi. Combining new
data with those garnered previously from another stalagmite from the same
cave provides a continuous climate chronicle that stretches back more than
5,700 years, the researchers report.

Because the grains don’t stick
together, it’s hard to dig a burrow
and keep its walls from collapsing. Even so, the "flic-flac" spider, Cebrennus rechenbergi—famous because it can cartwheel quickly across the desert—builds a tunnel 25
centimeters deep and uses it daily for shelter from Morocco's hot sun. Likewise, its neighbor, a newly discovered wolf spider called Evippomma
rechenbergi makes tunnels, too. Yet they use different tactics, researchers
report. The flic-flac spider picks the right spot to dig, then pushes sand together and scoops it up in a basket formed by fine bristles that overlap.
Lacking these bristles, the wolf spider instead glues sand particles together
by connecting the grains with fine silk threads. Then it drags the silk-sand
bundle away, the researchers report.

Notably, the rise and expansion of both the Indus Valley civilization (from
about 5,350 years to about 4,600 years ago) and the Vedic civilization (from
about 3,450 years to about 3,100 years ago) occurred during periods when
climate was relatively warm, wet, and stable. On the other hand, these civilizations apparently started falling apart when climate cooled and the summer monsoons failed to deliver as much water. Also of major interest, the
team notes, is that the sudden collapse of the nearby Guge kingdom of
western Tibet (ruins shown) around 1,620 C.E.—which had previously been
ascribed to military conflicts—occurred near the end of the region’s driest 3
decades in the past 5,700 years.

Other spiders use combinations of these tactics, and one that lives in slightly
moister areas will ball up the sand and hurl it like a shotput many centimeters from the burrow entrance. As for how to keep the tunnel walls from collapsing: The spiders studied incorporate silk threads into the tunnel as they
build it, so it remains standing even if all the surrounding sand is removed.
When it needs a new home, the flic-flac spider spends about 2 hours alternately digging and squeezing out the silk rings, then builds a lid. Those interconnected sand grains stabilize the walls, the researchers say. These
discoveries help answer a long-standing mystery and could provide inspiration for engineers and castle builders, they note.
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Flu hits men harder than women?
Alan Mozes
As winter rolls into town, so does the flu and all its miserable symptoms.
Yet, doctors and women alike have long noticed that men tend to bemoan
those symptoms more than women. The phenomenon even has a name:
the "man flu." So, are men just whiny wimps? No, a new analysis out of
Canada suggests, because respiratory illnesses may indeed hit men
harder than women.
According to study author Dr. Kyle Sue, "there are already many physiologic differences between men and women, so it makes sense that we
could differ in our responses to cold and flu viruses as well." Sue is a clinical assistant professor in family medicine with the Health Sciences Centre
at Memorial University of Newfoundland. "The evidence in current studies
points towards men having weaker immune systems than women, especially when it comes to common viral respiratory infections," Sue explained.
"Men are more susceptible to them, symptoms are worse, they last longer,
and men are more likely to be hospitalized and die from the flu."
To compare how flu symptoms manifest among both women and men, Sue
reviewed a number of studies involving both animals and humans. One investigation out of Hong Kong suggested that when the flu strikes, adult men

face a greater risk for being admitted to the hospital than their
female peers. Another American study also found that, all
things being equal, men seem
to face a higher risk for actually
dying from the flu than women.
Still another investigation indicated that in the face of both the
flu and other respiratory illnesses, men face a higher risk
for developing complications
than women.
What's more, several mouse studies suggested that hormonal differences
between men and women may actually offer women greater protection
from the full brunt of flu symptoms. Other patient-based studies similarly
indicated that the onset of a flu may trigger a stronger immune response
among women than men, blunting the full impact of symptoms. And yet
another study found that women tend to develop a stronger reaction to the
flu vaccine than men.

Could a hot cup of tea preserve your vision?
Amy Norton
A spot of hot tea in the afternoon might help you save your sight, new research suggests.
The study of U.S. adults found that people who drank hot tea on a daily
basis were 74 percent less likely to have glaucoma, compared to those
who were not tea fans. Experts were quick to stress that it may not be tea,
itself, that wards off the eye disease. There could be something else about
tea lovers that lowers their risk, said senior researcher Dr. Anne Coleman.
But the findings do raise a question that should be studied further, according to Coleman, a professor of ophthalmology at the University of California, Los Angeles. "Interestingly," she said, "it was only hot, caffeinated tea
that was associated with a lower glaucoma risk."
Decaf tea and iced tea showed no relationship to the disease. Neither did
coffee, caffeinated or not. It's hard to say why, according to Coleman. "Is
there something about the lifestyle of people who drink hot tea?" she said.
"Do they exercise more, for example? We don't know." Glaucoma refers
to a group of diseases where fluid builds up in the eye, creating pressure
that damages the optic nerve. It's a leading cause of blindness in older
adults, according to the American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO)
Some people face a higher risk than others, the AAO says: They include
blacks, people with a family history of glaucoma, and people with high
blood pressure, diabetes or other conditions that affect blood circulation. Some studies have suggested that people who drink a lot of coffee
have a heightened glaucoma risk. Others have hinted that caffeine can
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temporarily boost pressure within the eye.
On the other hand, some studies have failed to find a coffee-glaucoma link,
Coleman said. Her team decided to see whether there is any connection
between glaucoma and not only coffee, but tea or soda -- caffeinated or
not. So the researchers turned to data from a nationally representative government study where U.S. adults underwent eye exams and filled out nutrition surveys. Of nearly 1,700 survey participants, 5 percent had
glaucoma. Overall, Coleman's team found, the odds of having glaucoma
were 74 percent lower among people who said they drank hot tea more
than six times a week, versus non-drinkers. That was with a number of
other factors taken into account -- including age, weight, diabetes and
smoking habits.
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Pinocchio

Bingo: The King of the Mornings

Michael Billington

Simran Hans

The challenge in
staging this title – far
better known from
the Walt Disney film
than the Carlo Collodi
novel – is to reimagine it without ruining
it. There is no danger
of the latter in the
hands of such experts as dramatist Dennis Kelly, who wrote the book for Matilda, and
John Tiffany, who directed Harry Potter and the Cursed Child. The team
play on our memories of the movie Pinocchio while coming up with a
brilliantly distinctive piece of theatre.
The big idea is simple but logical. Since the story is about a wooden creation who strives to be human, why not put puppetry at the heart of the
show? So Geppetto, Pinocchio’s paternalistic creator, and the sinister
Coachman who rules over Pleasure Island both become giant-size puppets: in each case their handlers include the actors, Mark Hadfield and
David Kirkbride, playing the role. Even more intriguing is Jiminy Cricket.
In place of the fruity-voiced figure of the movie, the role is here wittily
played by Audrey Brisson who is one of the sprightly insect’s operators.
It’s a nice irony that Brisson, last seen joining an Italian circus in the
stage version of La Strada, here has to rescue Pinocchio from the
clutches of a travelling showman.

Augusto
(Vladimir
Brichta) is a single dad
and struggling actor. As
the louche, handsome
son of a famous actress,
performance is in his
blood. When he gets the
opportunity to audition
for the part of Bingo in
the Spanish-language remake of American morning TV hit Bingo the
Clown, he brings Brazilian swagger and a rambunctious energy to his
new role. Augusto gets the part, goes off script and drives up the show’s
ratings with salacious jokes and saucy guest stars. But as the show becomes successful, his backstage antics become more and more Boogie
Nights-esque, literally bleeding into his live shows. (one performance
sees his red nose disintegrating while a cocaine nosebleed flows underneath). Brichta’s performance has an edge of mania, creating a highenergy happy-sad clown quality that’s riveting, if exhausting, to watch.
Bingo wears its 80s setting, pop soundtrack and neon colours well, and
rollicks along enjoyably, though in doing so brings a sense of undue
haste to Augusto’s obligatory redemptive ending.

Star Wars: The Last Jedi
Mark Kermode

All the Money in the World
Peter Bradshaw
“The rich are different
from you and me,”
said F. Scott Fitzgerald, to which Ernest
Hemingway is famously alleged to
have replied: “Yes,
they have more
money.”
This film suggests they also have more fear of their own children –
fear that they will parasitically suck away energy that should be devoted to building up riches and status; that they will fail to be worthy
inheritors of it, or waste it, or cause it to be catastrophically mortgaged to their own pampered weakness.
This fear is the driving force of Ridley Scott’s raucous pedal-to-themetal thriller about the ageing and super-rich oil tycoon J. Paul Getty,
freely adapted by screenwriter David Scarpa from the 1995 pageturner Painfully Rich: The Outrageous Fortune and Misfortune of the
Heirs of J Paul Getty by veteran true-crime author John Pearson. It
is directed by the 80-year-old Ridley Scott with gleeful energy and riotous attack. The old guy is always the most interesting character on
screen, and that can hardly be an accident.
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The core theme of the ongoing Star Wars narrative
has always been one of
balance – an equilibrium
between light and dark, life
and death. Balance is also
the key to making a great
Star Wars movie, with the
directors of each new
episode standing or falling
on their ability to walk a tightrope between spectacle and substance, seriousness and absurdity – keeping both the fans and the first-timers
happy.
In this eighth episode in the official Star Wars saga, writer-director Rian
Johnson (who made his name with such adventurous features as Brick
and Looper) proves himself the master of the balancing act, keeping the
warring forces of this intergalactic franchise in near-perfect harmony.
Just as the film’s sound designers understand the tactical use of silence,
so Johnson instinctively knows when to internalise or externalise the
film’s multiple explosions – conjuring vast attack ships on fire and tiny
individuals in torment with equal ease.
Picking up where JJ Abrams’s The Force Awakens left off, The Last Jedi
puts distance between Daisy Ridley’s Rey and John Boyega’s Finn,
sending the latter chasing across the galaxy while the former searches
for her true self on the remote island where Luke Skywalker (Mark
Hamill) lurks.
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Zero K

The Path to Personal Power

Don Delillo

Napoleon Hill

Jeffrey Lockhart's father, Ross, is a
billionaire in his sixties, with a
younger wife, Artis Martineau,
whose health is failing.
Ross is the primary investor in a remote and secret compound where
death is exquisitely controlled and
bodies are preserved until a future
time when biomedical advances
and new technologies can return
them to a life of transcendent
promise.
Jeff joins Ross and Artis at the
compound to say "an uncertain
farewell" to her as she surrenders
her body. "We are born without choosing to be. Should we have to die
in the same manner? Isn't it a human glory to refuse to accept a certain
fate?" These are the questions that haunt the novel and its memorable
characters, and it is Ross Lockhart, most particularly, who feels a deep
need to enter another dimension and awake to a new world. For his son,
this is indefensible. Jeff, the book's narrator, is committed to living, to
experiencing "the mingled astonishments of our time, here, on earth."

The Intelligent Investor
Benjamin Graham
The author of this phenomenal book
is widely regarded as one of the
greatest investment advisors of the
twentieth century. He shares his philosophy of value investing, a concept
that can protect investors from considerable errors and subsequent
losses.
This stock market bible advises readers to plan long term, and this revised edition contains an additionally
commentary by Jason Zweig, a
prominent financial journalist. He
writes about the relevance of the author’s philosophies in today's market, and compares his examples to
popular headlines in finance recently. It commences with a preface written by Warren Buffett, and proceeds to an introduction by the author,
elaborating on what this book can accomplish for you. Thereafter, the
text is segregated into twenty chapters like Convertible Issues and Warrants, Shareholders and Managements: Dividend Policy, Investing in Investment Funds and The Defensive Investor and Common Stocks, to
name a few. The author uses popular allegories to explain his concepts.
For example, Mr. Market is used to exemplify the fluctuations of the stock
market and to teach the reader to reap profits from market follies as opposed to being active participants in it.
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This true lost manuscript from
the "grandfather of self-help,"
Napoleon Hill provides timeless
wisdom on how to attain a more
successful and wealthy life using
simple principles.
Napoleon Hill first wrote The
Path to Personal Power in 1941,
intending it as a handbook for
people lifting themselves out of
the Great Depression. But upon
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and
America's entrance into World
War II, these lessons were put
aside and largely forgotten--until
today. Discovered in the
archives of the Napoleon Hill Foundation, this never-before-published
work is made up of three easily digested lessons, each its own chapter:
Definteness of Purpose; the Master Mind; and Going the Extra Mile.
This concise book is a powerful roadmap that leads to a single discovery--you already have the power to attain whatever wealth, success, and
prosperity you desire in life. All you need to do is walk the path without
straying, and the rest will follow. Using these lessons, you have principles to live by that will help you stay on your own personal path to power,
and achieve success that you never thought possible.

Science in the Soul
Richard Dawkins
It is a kaleidoscopic argument for the
power and glory of science: the wonder
of scientific discovery; the practical necessity of scientific endeavour to society and the importance of the scientific
way of thinking – particularly in today’s
“post-truth” world.
With an introduction and new commentary by the author in dialogue with himself across the years, the essays,
journalism, lectures and letters gathered here range over subjects from
evolution and Darwinian natural selection to the role of scientist as prophet,
whether science is itself a religion, the
probability of alien life in other worlds and the beauties, cruelties and
oddities of earthly life in this one.
A sparkling showcase for his rapier wit, the clarity, precision and vigour
he brings to an argument, the beauty of his prose, the depth of his feeling and his capacity for joy, it is further evidence of Richard Dawkins’
status as one of science’s all-time great communicators.

25

Your View
Transgenders’ rights

New US policy
THE Trump administration’s first policy announcement on Monday is no

NOTHING is useless in this universe and every-

different from previous such policies. Packed with warnings to Pakistan,

thing that God has created has value and worth.

it seems to be an effort at “damage control” after suffering a setback in

Ttransgender people are also human beings, but

Afghanistan. This time, a new point is added, which urges Pakistan to

in Pakistan they are subjected to social preju-

demonstrate that it’s a responsible steward of its nuclear assets, and

dice and discrimination. However, there is a sil-

warns that fears of a nuclear conflict with India remains a key concern in

ver lining

Washington.

A transgender has been appointed as a junior

What have successive US administrations done to reduce or eliminate

clerk in Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University

this “feared conflict” in the subcontinent? Should one understand that

(SBBU), Nawabshah and this news is going

giving India access to the Nuclear Suppliers Group is part of such “ef-

viral. People appreciate this step.

forts”? Or is raising the bogey of Pakistan’s nuclear assets in the hands

While this news brings a smile, I would take this

of terrorists that easy?

opportunity to urge the federal and provincial

One may conclude that ever since Pakistan announced its response to

governments to chalk out suitable vocation pro-

India’s belligerent full spectrum nuclear/cold start doctrine, the US in-

grammes to give these unfortunate people the

tends to restrict Pakistan’s response to only conventional response,

means to earn a decent living and becoming

where India has a numerical advantage, thus facilitating India’s ‘hege-

happy and productive members of society.
Mukhtiar Ali Erri

monic posture’ in the subcontinent.

Nawabshah

One great flaw of this new policy is that it relies heavily on India by making some “over-estimations” about India’s capabilities and most important, its willingness to accept such huge responsibilities.
As for the “unilateral steps” the Trump policy will have severe implications in store for the US and its allies, including India.
Abid Mahmud Ansari
Islamabad

Sectarian harmony
WITH the elections approaching, religious political
parties have once again assembled under the umbrella of Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal (MMA) to attract
the religious vote bank in the country.

Power loadshedding

On the one hand, it is appreciable that religious
leaders have moved towards unity by setting

THE Trump administration’s first foreign policy announcement — as far as
Pakistan is concerned — is more or less the same as that of his predecessor.
Pakistan has once again been made the scapegoat and is expected to sacri-

common Pakistani like me is eager to see religious harmony in practice for a peaceful and tolerant society rather than just for political

fice its national interests for Washington.
President Donald Trump — as expected — is bent upon ensuring America’s
hegemony and countering China and Russia. This is more of the same strategy America practised during the Cold War. The sole US objective for its presence in Afghanistan for its so-called “war on terror” is to make trouble for
Beijing and Moscow and deny them access to the natural resources in their

expediency.
I will salute these religious political entities if they
come forward and boldly condemn all the hatred
that they themselves had been spreading in the
past against each other.
I will salute them if they issue verdicts against

vicinity.
Pakistan’s relations with Washington these days are frosty to put it mildly and
likely to become colder owing to what the US expects from friends. It is not

those killing in the name of sects, against those
who are spreading hatred in the name of religion
and those who have divided the nation through

possible for Pakistan to implement Washington’s “do more” mantra.
Islamabad will do well to remember that the long-term US plan is to oppose
the One Belt One Road initiative, more specifically CPEC. Moreover, Washington’s protectionist policies are against the global transformation of trade ini-

the religion card.
If they can join hands for a few seats, then why
can’t they join hands against the menace of sectarianism and extremism?

tiatives taken by Chinese President Xi Jingping.
Jalil Raza
Islamabad
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aside sectarian differences. On the other hand, a

Ajmal Hussain Abbasi
Jeddah
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Imperialism

Fears grow after US
threats to Pakistan
Shahid Hussain

Threats and warnings from the US of dire consequences for Pakistan have
increased in the last few weeks. Pakistan has been used to “friendly fire”
for many years but this time some quarters in the country fear the US could
launch missile and drone strikes deep inside the country in revenge for its
failure in Afghanistan.
The concern is not unfounded. The threats have never been so frequent and serious. In a recent visit to Afghanistan, US Vice President Mike
Pence said, "For too long has Pakistan provided safe havens to the Taliban
and many terrorist organizations, but those days are over. President Trump
has put Pakistan on notice. As the president said, so I say now: Pakistan
has much to gain from partnering with the US, and it has much to lose by
continuing to harbour criminals and terrorists. Under President Donald
Trump, the armed forces of the United States will remain engaged in
Afghanistan until we eliminate the terrorist threat to our homeland, our people once and for all.”
Earlier, Pakistan ignored Donald Trump’s warning and voted for a resolution in the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) against his announcement of recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. Pakistan’s
ambassador, Maleeha Lodhi, who spoke before the vote, took offense at
the pressure campaign by the White House, including last-minute threats
by Donald Trump to cut off aid to countries, which voted for the resolution.
Maleeha Lodhi said Pakistan remained a steadfast supporter of Palestinians “despite the kind of threats we have received in recent days” from the
United States. “All of these nations that take our money and then they vote
against us at the Security Council or they vote against us, potentially, at
the Assembly, they take hundreds of millions of dollars and even billions
of dollars and then they vote against us. Well, we’re watching those votes.
Let them vote against us; we’ll save a lot. We don’t care,” Trump had
warned before the vote.
In its reaction to US Vice President Mike Pence’s threats, Pakistan told
the United States to realize the ground realities instead of sending out
warnings and reminded that “allies do not put each other on notice”. A
spokesman for the Foreign Office said,” Instead of Pakistan, on notice
should be factors which are responsible for exponential increase in drug
production, expansion of ungoverned spaces, industrial scale corruption,
breakdown of governance and letting Daesh gain a foothold in
Afghanistan.” Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director General (DG)
Maj. Gen. Asif Ghafoor said that such statements by US officials could affect the war on terrorism. “The Pakistani forces took effective action against
terrorists and no one has ever done what Pakistan did against terrorism.
Pakistan and the US have had cordial ties; we do not need aid from the
US, but mutual trust. The Afghan war was imposed on Pakistan and there
is a need for elimination of terrorist dens in Afghanistan,” he told a news
channel.
Before it, the US insisted that Pakistan take a “decisive action against
militant and terrorist groups operating from its soil,” as President Donald
Trump unveiled a new national security strategy underlining the country's
interests and objectives worldwide. “We have made it clear to Pakistan
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that while we desire a continued partnership, we must see decisive action
against terrorist groups operating on their territory,” Trump said, announcing the new national security strategy at the White House. "And we make
massive payments every year to Pakistan; they have to help,” he emphasized.
Few months ago, leaders from Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa (BRICS) identified militant groups allegedly based in Pakistan as a
regional security concern and called for their patrons to be held to account.
In a declaration after a summit in the Chinese city of Xiamen, the fivemember bloc alleged the presence of the Taliban, ISIS, Al Qaeda and its
affiliates, including Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement, Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, Haqqani Network, Lashkar-i-Taiba, Jaish-i-Mohammad, Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Hizbut Tahrir, on Pakistani soil
and called for action against them. The message indicated even Pakistan’s
friendly countries have been influenced by malicious Indian propaganda
that it is sponsoring terrorism in the world. Pakistan has failed to inform
the world about Indian atrocities in Occupied Kashmir and terrorist activities on its soil. It could not effectively highlight the arrest of Kulbhushan
Jhadev, an India spy, and his involvement in subversive activities on its
soil.
In June this year, the United States and India urged Pakistan to bring
the perpetrators of the November 2008 terrorist attack in Mumbai to justice.
In a declaration after the end of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the US, the two countries also “committed themselves to making
joint and concerted efforts to disrupt all financial and tactical support to
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad, Dawood Ibrahim, the Haqqanis and
Al Qaeda. It also expressed “deep concern over the continued threat
posed by terrorism,” and underlined the need for “continued comprehensive global efforts to combat and defeat terrorism.”
The unusual threats panicked Pakistan’s Senate Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs members, who feared an Osama-like operation against
Jamaatud Dawa leader Hafiz Saeed in Pakistan. His organization,
Lashkar-e-Taiba, has already been declared a terrorist outfit by the United
Nations Security Council. Hafiz Saeed has attracted the world attention
after his organization took part in a recent by-election in Lahore and former
President General (retd) Pervez Musharraf called him his hero in recent
TV interviews.
It appears the US and India have begun contemplating the possibility
of targeted operations on Pakistani soil at some point in the future. In the
situation, Pakistan will have to take drastic steps to convince the world it
is serious about eliminating terrorist organizations from its soil. It will have
to take action against banned organizations which are working as welfare
outfits to avoid international backlash and isolation.
Most important, Pakistan will have to be far more effective in highlighting Indian denial of the infrangible rights of the Kashmiris - a result of state
terrorism. Also, the egregious acts of India in Balochistans and support of
anti-Pakistan terrorists in Afghanistan have to be strategized to make the
international community more sensitive to India’s state terrorism.
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