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The economic cost of malnutrition
According to a new official report, Pakistan
loses $7.6 billion or three percent of its GDP
each year due to malnutrition. The Economic
Consequences of Undernutrition in Pakistan:
An Assessment of Losses report prepared by
the Pakistan Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Secretariat in collaboration with the United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP) has used economic modeling to review 15 nutrition indicators
from the 2011 National Nutrition Survey and the
2013 Pakistan Demographic Graphic Survey.
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laundering case against the Sharif family.
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2017

The year
that was
Nasim Ahmed

The year 2017 has passed into history, leaving a trail of bittersweet memories. It was a tumultuous year with high drama full of suspenseful moments and unexpected turns of events.
It was an eventful year on more than one count. The most dramatic development of the year was the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif and his
ouster as prime minister through a judicial verdict. Nawaz Sharif was ac-
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cused and convicted of dishonesty by the country's apex court in a historic
case that ran for more than six months. On July 28, Supreme Court Justice
Ejaz Afzal Khan announced that a five-member bench had unanimously
deemed Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif unfit for holding public office and
also ordered an accountability court to open references against him, his
family and other respondents.
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The saga began with the Panama papers that hit world headlines in
2016, following which the Supreme Court of Pakistan sanctioned a joint
investigation team to probe Nawaz Sharif’s unexplained enormous wealth.
On New Year’s Eve Chief Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar constituted
a five-member bench to hear the Panama Papers case which ultimately
led to the thrice- elected premier being disqualified on the grounds of not
having disclosed a nominal salary from his son’s Dubai-based company.
Nawaz Sharif’s ouster marked a signal victory for PTI chief Imran Khan
who had spearheaded a year-long campaign to remove his arch-rival from
office after the publication of the Panama Papers accusing Sharif of money
laundering and buying costly London properties through offshore companies.
As if the Panama disaster were not enough, another stroke of bad luck
for the PML-N government was the proposed amendment in the Elections
Act 2017 purporting to change the nature of the Khatm-i-Nabuwwat oath
which lawmakers are required to take before holding office. Religious parties charged that it was a deliberate act by high-ups in the PML-N and
formed part of a larger conspiracy to dilute Pakistan’s Islamic identity. Subsequently, Tehreek Labbaik Ya Rasool Allah (TLYR), the Tehreek-i-Khatmi-Nabuwwat, and the Sunni Tehreek Pakistan (ST) announced countrywide
protests, which culminated in a prolonged sit-in at Islamabad's busy Faizabad Interchange, where they gathered to demand the resignation of then
Law Minister Zahid Hamid. The Islamabad dharna continued for three
weeks before the military intervened and mediated a peaceful solution to
the crisis.
A notable achievement of the year 2017 was the holding of the national
census after a gap of almost two decades. The results showed that Pakistan’s population is growing at an unsustainable rate of 2.4 percent a year.
Bangladesh, which separated from us in 1971, has brought its population
growth rate down to merely 1.1 percent. The revision in population has
also resulted in Bangladesh overtaking Pakistan in terms of per capita income and export growth. High population growth is both a cause and result
of lack of development, both economic and social. It is also directly linked
to lack of education, lack of healthcare and lack of empowerment for
women.
The Justice Baqar Najafi report on the 2014 Model Town killings in Lahore, was finally made public on order of the Lahore High Court. The report
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held that Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif should be held accountable
for the massacre of 14 workers of the Pakistan Awami Tehreek. In the
wake of the report, PPP, PTI and other opposition parties joined forces to
press for the resignation of Shahbaz Sharif and his Law Minister Rana
Sanaullah. PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari and a PTI delegation recently
visited the Model Town residence of PAT chief Dr. Tahirul Qadri, pledging
support to his protest movement to force the PML-N leaders to resign from
public office.
After the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif, a power struggle has been
raging in the Sharif family between Maryam Nawaz on the one hand and
Hamza Shahbaz, on the other. Nawaz Sharif has let it be known publicly
that he wants his daughter Maryam to inherit the mantle of party leadership, while Shahbaz Sharif sees himself as the next prime minister and his
son Hamza as chief minister Punjab. A clear evidence of internal differences in the party emerged when Hamza Shahbaz opted to stay out of
Kulsoom Nawaz’s election campaign in Lahore’s NA-120. Maryam Nawaz
single-handedly ran the campaign and managed to secure a comfortable
victory for her mother in a tough contest. In a TV interview, Hamza recently
admitted to political differences with his cousin and expressed the hope
that he would be able bring Nawaz Sharif around to his point of view.
A major milestone of the year 2017 was the re-emergence the country’s
religious parties as a political force. Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), the
most successful alliance of religious parties in the country’s history, was
formally revived in preparation for the general elections 2018. In 2002, the
Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal had swept the polls in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, but has remained defunct for the last 10 years. It is expected to
put up a tough fight in KP and Punjab in the coming elections.
Another highlight of the year was assumption of office by the former
army chief, retired Gen. Raheel Sharif, as the head of a Saudi Arabia-led
39-nation Islamic Military Alliance amid criticism from within the country
and also from neighbouring Iran. The development has been officially portrayed as an effort to strengthen the Muslim world struggling to combat
terrorism, but Tehran thinks it is anti-Iran in its aim and composition.
As the New Year began, a thick cloud of uncertainty overhangs the national horizon. Doubts are being openly expressed whether elections will
be held on schedule in 2018. There are also rumours galore about a caretaker set-up to see things through for the next one or two years.
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Food

The economic cost
of malnutrition
Nasim Ahmed

According to a new official report, Pakistan loses $7.6 billion or three percent of its GDP each year due to malnutrition. The Economic Consequences of Undernutrition in Pakistan: An Assessment of Losses report
prepared by the Pakistan Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Secretariat in collaboration with the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has used
economic modeling to review 15 nutrition indicators from the 2011 National
Nutrition Survey and the 2013 Pakistan Demographic Graphic Survey.
The report says that “malnutrition is a heavy burden – both for the
mother of a weak baby, but also for the economy of Pakistan. And each
time a malnourished child is born to a malnourished mother, the burden
grows. It is possible to reduce these inequalities and to overcome the consequences of under-nutrition, but we need to work together, we need to
work at a local level, and we need to scale up our interventions for maximum impact”.
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According to the report, more than 177,000 children die annually in
Pakistan before their fifth birthday due to their, or their mothers’, malnutrition. Because this constitutes as future lost workforce, it costs the country
estimated US$2.24 billion per year. It is an alarming sign that more than
two-thirds of Pakistan’s children suffering from anaemia, iodine deficiencies or stunting will suffer deficits in mental and physical health, which results in lower school performance and lower productivity as adults. This
depresses the GDP by $3.7 billion annually.
Also, more than 90 million cases of diarrhoea and respiratory infection
among children are linked to to poor breastfeeding practices and zinc deficiencies per year, which costs the healthcare systems and families
greater than US$1 billion annually. Lastly, there is an annual reduction in
economic output, agriculture and other manual jobs by more than $657
million largely due to more than 10 million working adults with anaemia,
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suffering from chronic weakness and fatigue.
Nutritional problems in Pakistan are multifarious. They range from issues pertaining to governance, institutional mismanagement and distribution to low productivity, lack of awareness and the inflow of low-quality and
adulterated food items. The most debilitating impact of malnutrition is faced
by infants, lactating mothers and children. These issues are mostly triggered by poverty, unconducive hygiene conditions, poor maternal nutrition
and the lack of understanding among mothers about the weaning process.
Pakistan faces a severe nutrition crisis. The Global Nutrition Report
2015 said that only a small minority of children are growing healthily in
Pakistan, which is estimated to have more than half the children under the
age of five as stunted or wasted. The report claims that many countries,
including Pakistan, Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of Con¬go,
Ethiopia and Nigeria, had only a minority of children who were growing
healthily. It also presents a dismal picture of the global nutrition status and
says that no country is on track to achieve the global nutrition targets set
by the World Health Assembly.
Pakistan’s 2011 National Nutrition Survey (NNS) showed high levels of
stunting (43.7%) and wasting (10.5%) in children under five years of age.
Half of women of reproductive age are anaemic and the population suffers
from a significant lack of vitamins and minerals. The developmental, social
and health impacts of this burden are serious and often long lasting. During
his recent visit to Pakistan, the World Bank president said that Pakistan
should address the high prevalence of stunting among its children on a
priority basis. According to WB data, Pakistan has one of the highest
prevalence of stunting in the world: as many as 45% of its kids under the
age of five face stunted growth. He pointed out that if the problem of stunting is not tackled immediately, almost half of the workforce may not be
able to participate in the digital economy in about 15 years.
Malnutrition in Pakistan is not only about the physical state of an individual. Instead, it is also about the lack of education, awareness, faulty
distribution, bad governance, primitive agriculture and low-quality agricultural inputs. A balanced intake of carbohydrates, fats, proteins, water, vitamins and minerals may require technical advice. But for this it is
important to educate the people to maintain a healthy life. In a deeper
sense, nutrition is not only about the availability of food. It is also about
the suitability of food for human growth and health. This requires education, behavioural changes, lifestyle adjustments and a health-seeking social environment in addition to food supply.
The malnutrition threat in urban and rural areas is different in nature.
The lifestyle that we have been accustomed to in the urban areas is one
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of the major impediments towards creating a nutrition-conscious society.
In the rural areas that are plagued by extreme poverty, people face acute
malnourishment owing to poor distribution mechanisms and a macroeconomic policy that does not consider agriculture as a sector of priority for
investment. When production is driven by an economic proposition of profitability rather than the social and nutritional needs of the people, the issue
of malnourishment will continue to exist in a country where 42 percent of
children suffer owing to stunted growth and acute malnourishment.
The indiscriminate use of chemicals and pesticides are poisoning food
supply and the environment. Around 80 percent of the antibiotics that are
used on farms give origin to the danger of antibiotic-resistant superbugs.
This has devastating effects on public health and the local economy
whereby people have become vulnerable to fatal diseases.
According to local research sources, the prevalence of lifestyle-related
diseases like diabetes, hypertension, cancer and cardiovascular complications have increased by 80 percent during the last 20 years in relatively
healthy societies like Hunza. Dietary patterns have seen a significant shift
from the consumption of locally-produced organic food to the low-quality
and unhygienic products that are available in the market. According to a
senior agriculturalist of the GB government, the staggering challenge
posed by health issues is linked with the increasing reliance on low-quality
and adulterated food items that are sold in the local markets in collusion
with corrupt government officials.
The waste of food is another important dimension that causes malnutrition and food insecurity. More than 50 percent of food items produced
for the market is wasted due to systemic inefficiencies and the primitive
means of food production, processing, packaging and distribution in Pakistan. Crops such as sugarcane and cotton, which have high prospects of
return on investment, are grown on vast expanses of land while Pakistan
is not self-sufficient in wheat and corn cultivation despite being a predominantly agricultural economy.
It is good news that the Ministry of Planning Development and Reform
(MPDR) and the Health Services Regulation and Coordination are planning to review the current malnutrition programmes to figure out existing
gaps and actions to take. The government of Pakistan is taking many steps
towards improving the situation. Various networks have been formed and
are working under the leadership of the MPDR/ SUN Secretariat, linking
government, donors, UN agencies, civil society, the business community
and academia, in an attempt to combat malnutrition in the country. But
much work remains to be done to achieve food security and also improved
nutrition indicators.
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NRO

In search of
salvation
Muhammad Hassan

Rumours of a National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO)-like relief for the
Sharifs have waned after the first press conference of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on his return from Saudi Arabia. It is a fact that an NRO
is not possible in Pakistan in the current situation but the ruling party created speculation to obtain some objectives.
Everybody in Pakistan was waiting for the return of the Sharif brothers
after their sudden dash to Saudi Arabia. A special plane had reached Lahore to take Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif to the Holy Land. The
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media was especially invited to cover his departure. He looked very
pleased and shook hands with all the people around him at the airport before leaving the country. Former Prime Minister Nawaz followed him after
a few days. It created an impression that a deal was being finalized in
Saudi Arabia for the family to save it from corruption cases. A British newspaper also ran a story that Nawaz Sharif and his family could be allowed
to live in exile on certain terms. However, his first press conference proved
he was still in search of a miracle. His criticism of the establishment and
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the judiciary was harsher. He threatened to expose “what has been happening in Islamabad for the past four years if they (the establishment and
the judiciary) did not stop their propaganda. They are trying to change the
public viewpoint, block the way for a certain political party and pave the
way for their darling (PTI Chairman Imran Khan).” Taking a jibe at the military leadership, he said, “If a democratic government had been in place
in Pakistan instead of a dictatorship in 2001, the state would never have
sold its expertise to the US. It would neither have sold our expertise, nor
our self-respect.” His views reflect a defeatist mindset and it appears he
has foreseen his defeat in the next election.
According to media reports, the two brothers were treated differently
by the Saudi royal family as King Salman was unhappy with Nawaz
Sharif’s anti-army campaign and he conveyed his annoyance through
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman. Nawaz was informed that his campaign against the Pakistan army could destabilise the country, which was
the agenda of the enemies of Islam and the country. The Saudi government also downgraded Nawaz Sharif’s protocol after which he had to
travel by the Saudi airlines. Others say the two brothers had reached
Saudi Arabia with a request for a special economic package for Pakistan,
which King Salman approved. The package includes financial aid and oil
on deferred payment. It is said Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and
Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa had sought financial assistance
for Pakistan to repay the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in their recent
visits.
Several roumours were rife in the country in the absence of the Sharif
brothers. Opposition parties feared a deal was being finalised to rescue
the family. Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan even announced the launch of a movement if an NRO was granted to the Sharifs.
It is said the Saudi ambassador in Pakistan called him to assure him that
no safe passage was being discussed for the family in his country. Some
say the issue was discussed but the royal family is not in a position to
help them. The country and the royal family are facing serious issues and
they are also aware of the ground realities in Pakistan. Even if the establishment had accepted the demand, the judiciary and Imran Khan could
have been the biggest obstacles.
According to some analysts, an NRO for the Sharifs was out of the
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question and they had visited Saudi Arabia in the context of security issues of the Gulf state and its allies. Others say Saudi Arabia wanted reconciliation between the two brothers as it was concerned about
differences between them and Nawaz Sharif was told to get aside after
his disqualification and pave the way for his younger brother, so that Imran
Khan could not get a free ride in the election. It is said the Pakistani establishment has made it clear that it will not help Shahbaz Sharif if cases
are reopened against him. It was also speculated that Shahbaz Sharif
had been “summoned” by Saudi Arabia for interrogations for corruption.
Talking to a news channel, PML-N leader Zafar Ali Shah said princes
caught for corruption in Saudi Arabia had informed the Saudi agencies of
their business partnership with the Sharifs after which a special plane was
sent for Shahbaz Sharif to include him in investigations.
The speculation was created by the Sharif family itself. First, the media
was fed a report that Adviser to Prime Minister on National Security LtGen (retd) Nasir Janjua had called on Nawaz Sharif at his Lahore residence for “five hours” to discuss counterterrorism operations and regional
security. Some said he had conveyed a message from the establishment
not to disclose state secrets to the public in his rallies. Others said Nasir
Janjua was not even in the country and it was some businessman, with
the same name, who had met the former prime minister. Before his departure to Saudi Arabia, Shahbaz Sharif also invited ambassadors of 16
countries to Lahore to create an impression that he was being regarded
as a future prime minister of Pakistan by foreign countries.
According to some experts, the royal plane had been sent on the request of Shahbaz Sharif as he wanted the royal family to settle his affairs
with the international establishment to pave the way for his election as
the prime minister. It is said he had assured it of his support to resolve its
issues with Iran, Yemen and Qatar. It is also said the NRO propaganda is
part of a strategy of the ruling party to target national institutions, stop its
legislators from changing loyalty, keep its vote bank intact and maintain
control of the bureaucracy. It also aims to malign the image of the establishment as people would believe that false charges had been levelled
against the Sharif family and an NRO was offered when it suited the army.
Its main objective is to ensure the win of the ruling party in the next election after which it could find a way out for the Sharif family.
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Law

Hudaibiya case relief
revives Sharif hopes
Muhammad Ali

A three-member bench of the Supreme Court of Pakistan has pointed out
inordinate delay and malafide intentions as main reasons for not allowing
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) to reopen the Hudaibiya money
laundering case against the Sharif family. Ironically, the national graft-busting institution, under its former heads, had sat on the case for 17 years to
push the court to reach a conclusion favourable to the longest serving
rulers of Pakistan. In this way, the court has unintentionally served the purpose of NAB.
The relief to the Sharif family in the Hudaibiya case could also provide
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a glimmer of hope to former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who has been
disqualified on similar charges. According to legal experts, the Hudaibiya
and Panama cases pertained to money laundering, tax evasion, illegal assets and concealment of facts but the five-member and three-member
benches of the Supreme Court had ruled differently. Others say a criminal
case does not need the permission of a court to reopen when new evidence is found. If an investigation agency starts a probe into a criminal
case at any stage, it cannot be stopped. NAB, being an autonomous institution, could not be stopped from investigations, even by the court. It
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needed the permission of the Supreme Court to reopen the case because
the Lahore High Court (LHC) had decided against it. NAB favoured the
Sharifs by not appealing against the decision in the Supreme Court. The
decision has many grounds on which it could be challenged. First, NAB
cannot be stopped from reinvestigating a case if it finds fresh evidence.
Then, a five-member bench of the court in the Panama case had ordered
NAB to reopen the case after which it filed an appeal half-heartedly. According to legal experts, a three-member bench cannot overturn a decision
of a five-member bench.
The case has two parts. One part pertains to a written statement of Finance Minister Ishaq Dar before a magistrate, in which he confessed his
role in laundering $14.86 million on behalf of the Sharifs through fake bank
accounts. The other part relates to a London High Court verdict against
the Sharif family in 1999. The court had proceeded against Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif, his brother Abbas Sharif and father Mian Muhammad Sharif for defaulting on a loan obtained from the Al-Towfeek Investment Fund in the name of Hudaibiya Paper Mills and attached four
properties of the Sharifs. On the contrary, the Sharif family claimed it had
purchased the London flats after selling its business in Saudi Arabia in
2006. It appears the three-member bench of the court has ruled in favour
of the Sharif family on the basis of the first part of the case which consists
of the confessional statement of Ishaq Dar. The London High Court judgment proves money laundering, tax evasion, illegal assets and concealment of facts, under which former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was
disqualified in the Panama case and he still faces cases in an accountability court.
In its detailed judgment, the three-member bench observed that NAB
had denied justice to the Sharif family by keeping the reference pending
indefinitely and unreasonably. “The respondents were denied the right to
vindicate themselves. The reference served no purpose but to oppress
them. We have also noted with grave concern that lack of commitment and
earnestness on part of NAB at the relevant time. NAB did not produce the
accused in court, seek to have charges framed against them, examine a
single witness (or) tender evidence,” the judgment authored by Justice Jus-
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tice Qazi Faez Isa said. The three-judge bench, headed by Justice Mushir
Alam, (also comprised of Justice Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel), observed,
“We have come to the painful conclusion that the Sharif family members
were denied due process. The judges of the high court were justified to
quash the reference and once it was quashed the question of reinvestigation did not arise and fortuitously for NAB, one judge permitted reinvestigation, even though it had not requested it.”
The court said that the LHC judge had given no reason why he permitted reinvestigation. “The references also do not mention the ingredients
which constitute the offences as they do not allege that the Sharif family
had assets disproportionate to their known sources of income which they
could not reasonably account for or had misused their authority to gain
any benefit or favour for themselves or any other person,” the judgment
said and also questioned the findings of the Joint Investigation Team (JIT)
in the Panama case that it had detected additional foreign currency accounts of the family. “If this is so, it cannot be categorised as fresh material,
because the evidence was already in NAB’s possession. As regards the
point the JIT had recommended that NAB may be ordered to file an appeal
is worrisome because NAB is a statutory body and is expected to act independently; it should not have foregone its independence to act at the
behest of the JIT. With regards to the learned judges’ purported non-serious working, this cryptic allegation is not supported by a single fact. Therefore, to make such an allegation is utterly inappropriate and verges on
contempt,” it added. The judgment also noted that the JIT report had referred to “money laundering” that took place in 1991 and 1992. “However,
money laundering was not an offence in Pakistan until September 7, 2007.
Additionally, a money laundering case is to be tried by a sessions court,
and not by an accountability court, under the NAB Ordinance,” it noted.
Legal experts say the Hudaibiya and Panama cases are similar in nature but the court ruling was different. They say if Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif could be provided relief in the Hudabiya case, former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif should also expect reprieve, because there
could not be different verdicts in similar cases or the three-member bench
will have to review its judgment.
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Matrimony

Third time lucky?
Muhammad Zain

A section of the press, inimical to Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan, has launched a smear campaign against him at the behest
of the Sharif family over his third marriage. It reported he had caused a
split between his spiritual guide and her husband to pave the way for his
marriage with her. His morality was also questioned for “eying” his spiritual
leader during his visits to her residence. It appears a media campaign has
been launched to malign the PTI chief ahead of polls after he was cleared
of all court cases.
The saddest part of the campaign was that a woman, believed to be
about 50, with grown up children, was also targeted unfairly. According
to media reports, Imran Khan had secretly married Bushra Maneka he
used to visit for spiritual guidance in Lahore on the night of January 1. It
is said she has guided him throughout his court trials and he was cleared
of terrorism cases by an anti-terrorism court in Islamabad on the first day
of his marriage. “The marriage was solemnised by Mufti Saeed, a member of the PTI core committee, who also the nikah khawan when Imran
had married Reham Khan on January 8, 2015, amid reports of secret marriage in November 2014,” it added.
However, Imran Khan broke his silence about his possible third marriage after more speculation started and it was said even his sisters were
not aware of it and they were annoyed at him for not inviting them to the
marriage. It is said the news had also shocked his sisters, who complained they were kept in the dark once again after he had had not taken
them into confidence tying the knot with journalist Reham Khan in 2015,
a marriage which ended in just 10 months. It is said they had reached his
Bani Gala residence to confirm his marriage report after which Imran felt
the need to clarify the issue.
In a statement, a spokesperson for Imran Khan said he had only proposed to her through a common friend after her divorce and she sought
time to consult her family, especially her children, before making any decision. The statement insisted that the PTI chief would announce it publicly if she accepted his proposal. It said an extremely private and
sensitive matter was made the subject of an erroneous story leading to
all manner of public conjecture. “It has put an unacceptable burden, especially on the children of Maneka and Khan, who have had to learn of
such a private and intimate issue from the media,” the statement said.
Stressing the need for caution, he urged the media to “respect the privacy
of the two families, especially the children”.
It is said Imran Khan had first met with Bushra Maneka aka Pinki, a
mother of five, shortly before the 2015 by-election in Lodhran for the NA154 seat. She is around 50 and belongs to an influential Wattoo family in
Punjab’s Pakpattan district. She has recently been divorced by her husband Khawar Farid Maneka, a Customs officer and son of former Federal
Minister Ghulam Farid Maneka. Bushra’s two sons – Ibrahim and Musa
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– are getting higher education abroad after graduating from Aitchison College in Lahore. Her eldest of three daughters is the daughter-in-law of
Punjab MPA Mian Atta Muhammad Maneka. It is said she had asked
Imran to marry for a third time to brighten his chances of success in the
next election and he proposed her when she was divorced by her husband last year. He also wears a ring given by her for luck and to keep out
of harm’s way.
The malicious campaign about her split forced her former husband
Khawar Fareed Maneka to defend her. In a video statement on social
media, he deplored the manner in which a media outlet had reported the
issue. “Whatever a specific media outlet has been reporting, it is a matter
of grave concern for me. It is misleading and baseless and caused distress to my whole family. I categorically deny the claim that some dispute
had emerged between me and my ex-wife, which led to our divorce, due
to Imran Khan. My former wife is the most pious woman in the world.
Imran Khan values our spiritual family. I have not seen such a great person. May God help him,” he said.
Marriage is a private issue but personal matters of public figures are
discussed in the media all over the world. However, Imran’s wedding was
blown out of proportion. News channels accused him of undermining his
own movement. Some experts castigated him for tying the knot ahead of
polls. Last year, rumour of his marriage remained the topic of discussion
on all channels for many weeks despite denials by Imran Khan and other
party leaders. The media speculated about two women who belonged to
Pakpattan. When channels continued flashing pictures of the women,
Imran slammed media outlets for spreading news about his third marriage
and sharing pictures of women he “had never met”. “Women’s pictures
shown whom I neither know nor ever met. Such disinformation is irresponsible and shows a collapse of moral and ethical standards,” Imran
Khan said on Twitter. “Unethical of media to spread false news of my marriage based upon absolute lies. Had that happened in the UK heads
would have rolled,” he added.
Imran’s first two marriages and splits were flashed by the media all
over the world. However, the foreign media has always been careful and
responsible about its reporting. The Pakistani media has crossed all limits
of decency and respect for public privacy. It is said Imran Khan will be the
main target of the ruling party in its election campaign. He has humiliated
the Sharifs in the Panama case. They have invested heavily in at least
three women. They include his former wife Reham Khan, who can come
up with a malicious book or film against him. Estranged PTI MNA Ayesha
Gulalai and other women could also be used to malign him ahead of polls.
However, his popularity has increased to a level where no allegation can
harm him and devalue him before his supporters. His marriage will shield
him from the allegations.
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Economics

Pakistan’s economy:
Fake news
Tariq Waseem

Well known economist and former Advisor to PM on Finance Dr Hafeez Pasha
has once again refuted the government’s claim that Pakistan's economy is
moving in the right direction. According to him, as long as investment and exports do not increase, the claim of improvement in the economy does not
make any sense.
Recently speaking to the media, he said that Pakistan's exports had declined during the last four years and stood at $20 billion as compared to
Bangladesh's $34 billion and India's $300 billion. He urged the government
to pay attention to rising unemployment as 30 percent graduates were without
jobs, while textile and other small export industries were badly affected in Punjab. The government's short term borrowing, especially from external commercial banking sector, has increased significantly and as a result net outflows
have increased, jeopardizing our growth prospects.
Negative economic indicators are multiplying. Revenue collection has remained dismally poor despite a spike in indirect taxes, especially from petroleum products. Additionally, there has been a dramatic decline in non-tax
revenue primarily because of a drop in the State Bank profit and CSF inflows.
As a result, overall growth in revenue has been negative as compared to increased expenditure on account of interest payment on government debt. Figures released by the State Bank show that the government has been meeting
the expenditure on defence, security as well as development by borrowing
from domestic and foreign sources.
A short while ago, Policy Research Institute of Market Economy (PRIME),
a public policy think tank, which carries out studies and analyses of economic
performance of the government vs. their manifestos, analysed the performance of the government in three areas - policy developments, institutional reforms, and implementation. PRIME’s latest report presents a dismal picture
of government performance against PML-N’s promises and claims.
The study reveals that that the government has not been able to live up to
its manifesto claims as many macro indicators have worsened in comparison
to 2013, the year it came to power. GDP growth rate has been an exception
as it has increased from 3.7% in 2013 to 5.3% in 2017, though nowhere near
their manifesto claim of 6.5%. Tax to GDP ratio has slipped from 60% to 58%,
foreign currency reserves have deteriorated from $19 billion in 2013 to $12
billion in 2017, external debt has increased from $ 61 billion to 83 billion. These
are serious negative trends that are going to hurt the growth of the economy
in the long term. What has specially damaged the economy is the falling exports that have decreased from $ 24.5 billion in 2013 to $ 20.4 billion in 2017
resulting in a historic trade deficit gap widening from $ 2.4 billion in 2013 to
$22.1 billion in 2017.
These hard facts have been taken from the government's own sources,
but PML-N stalwarts continue to deny their own published figures by claiming
that Pakistan is well on its way to development. This denial is backed by heavy
advertisements in the media that present a picture not supported by data published by the State Bank. Such false claims are frowned upon in more developed countries where the voter is more informed and non-governmental
organisations take on the government claims and educate the voter on the
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real picture. But in Pakistan due to low rate of literacy, political sloganeering
passes unchallenged.
At another level, the government has dismally failed to initiate overdue
structural reforms. According to the PRIME report, all major reform areas like
state-owned enterprises, taxation and energy sectors are not even on the parliament table. State-owned enterprises are white elephants and a heavy drain
on national resources. Taxation reforms have also been badly neglected. New
taxes and duties have been imposed but on the same old tax filers who are
less than a million in a population of over200 million. The promise of broadening the tax net has had a negative impact as far as direct taxes are concerned. Instead, there has been an increase in indirect regressive taxes that
are paid by the masses.
Energy reforms have also taken a back seat. Though coal power plants
have been established, hydro power plants have neither been planned nor
facilitated in the provinces. Solar power projects were initiated according to
the plan but unfortunately as energy reforms did not take place, the Quaid e
Azam solar power project turned out to be a financial and operational disaster.
According to the latest reports, it was being sold out to some private company.
The PRIME Report not only talks about quantitative economic facts but
also takes into account qualitative aspects of governance relating to government expenditures and the decision making process. The promise of eliminating VIP culture and carrying out an austerity drive has vanished into thin
air. The report says, in fact, the VIP culture has flourished more under the
PML-N government. Similarly, the autonomous decision making has been a
big failure as regulatory institutions like NEPRA, OGRA, etc., instead of being
strengthened, have been brought under a centralized control system. This
has made the system less transparent than before.
The basic failure is lack of better governance. Political favourites and
cronies have been put in charge of vital sectors of the economy and they have
made a mess of everything. PIA is a pertinent example of mishandling and
mismanagement. The four years of government of PML-N are replete with
scant regard to parliamentary norms, laws, and even orders of the court. It is
this selective and arbitrary use of democracy that has created the current economic and political chaos.
There is no doubt that that the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
is a game changer but everything depends upon its implementation whose
speed is very slow. As per State Bank figures, only $500 million worth of imports under CPEC took place during the first six months of the current year.
The government has so far released only one-third of the $800 million Public
Sector Development Programme (PSDP), while total expenditure has not
been more than 25 percent. Unless the government gives priority to CPEC
through quicker and higher allocation of funds, its potential cannot be fully realized. However, the silver lining is that through the media, especially social
media, the understanding of what real democracy is all about has significantly
increased. As the public becomes more aware and is able to see the difference between economic facts and fiction, the rulers will be gradually forced
to mend their ways.
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Trumpery

Anatomy of US
allegations
against Pakistan
Raza Khan

United States-Pakistan relations have nosedived to an unprecedented low
after President Donald Trump accused Pakistan of lying and deception.
Furthermore, Washington has suspended security assistance to Islamabad
recently, raising serious questions on Pakistan’s capacity to continue on
with its war on terror as a US ally.
In the first social media tweet of the New Year, President Donald Trump
said the US had "foolishly" given Pakistan more than $33 billion in aid in
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the last 15 years and had gotten nothing in return but "lies and deceit." He
reiterated longstanding allegations that Pakistan gives "safe haven to the
terrorists we hunt in Afghanistan." Suspension of security assistance to
Pakistan is in connection with the Trump Administration’s ostensible frustration with Pakistan for failing to take "decisive action" against Taliban militants targeting US personnel in neighboring Afghanistan.
It appears that Washington has started implementing its policy strategy
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for South Asia which President Trump had announced in August last year.
The purpose of the reformulated strategy for South Asia was to end the
stalemate in Afghanistan, which has entered its 17th year and is therefore
the longest war in US history. The US State Department Spokeswoman
Heather Nauert while announcing suspension of security assistance to Pakistan on January 4, charged that despite sustained high-level engagement
with Pakistan's government, "the Taliban and Haqqani Network continue to
find sanctuary inside Pakistan as they plot to destabilize Afghanistan and
attack U.S. and allied personnel." She told reporters that until Pakistan took
"decisive action" against those groups, security assistance was suspended.
From the State Department announcement some respite must have
been felt by Pakistan as there is no open threat to target any such safe
havens which the Haqqani Network or any other anti-US groups, according
to the US, enjoy in Pakistan. In other words, there is no imminent threat of
US attacks inside Pakistani territory. Nevertheless, nobody knows what
President Trump has on his mind regarding Pakistan, his words notwithstanding.
Insofar as the US allegations against Pakistan of giving safe haven or
turning a blind eye to these sanctuaries of the Haqqani Network and the
Taliban are concerned, these are serious charges. Thus, they need to be
looked into and properly analyzed. The fact of the matter is that the US allegations raise a lot of questions. The foremost and most pertinent question
in this regard is that if Washington really believes that the Taliban and
Haqqanis have hideouts on Pakistani territory than why has it so far desisted from targeting these sanctuaries? Because otherwise the US has
been carrying out unmanned air vehicles (UAVs), commonly known as
drones, missile attacks continually for years on Pakistani Taliban and Al
Qaeda hideouts inside Pakistan territory. So what has prevented Washington from launching such attacks when it has already been violating the territorial sovereignty of Pakistan by launching drone attacks inside Pakistani
territory? More prominently, Al Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden was killed
by airborne US Special Operations Forces in 2012 in Pakistan without the
latter’s acquiescence.
If the answer is that the US out of sheer respect for an ally (Pakistan)
has not targeted Taliban and the Haqqani Network safe havens inside Pakistan, than this argument is specious. Does the US need a license from
Pakistan to launch attacks on the Haqqanis and Taliban hideouts? The answer from the international law and norms point of view is affirmative. However, keeping in view the realist stance of US foreign policy particularly with
regard to safeguarding its territory, people and personnel and the behavior
it has demonstrated in Afghanistan over the years, then one can safely
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state that if the US wants to target the Haqqanis, it does not need any approval for such attacks from Pakistan. Here it is important to note that Washington in the past targeted many members of the Haqqani Network in North
and South Waziristan with missiles, through drones. So whenever the US
would locate any members of the Haqqani Network or the Taliban, it would
definitely attack them whether in Afghanistan or Pakistan. It is also important to note that there have been no claims, even by the US, to have killed
any Haqqani Network members inside Pakistan for more than a year.
Here it seems that the US either wants Pakistan to take action against
the Haqqanis or Taliban safe havens on its territory or tries to look for some
excuse to meddle in Pakistan. Great powers have always been in search
of such excuses in order to arm-twist the states which are not malleable
and plaint to their dictates. In case the US really believes that the Haqqanis
and Taliban have safe havens in Pakistan and still desisted to launch attacks on these hideouts and instead wants Pakistan to do so, then again it
could have two reasons. By wishing Pakistan to take action, the US may
hope that the groups start feeling they have no supporters in the region and
therefore to give up fighting. This would provide Washington for a face-saving exit from Afghanistan, if it so desires. Secondly, Washington may also
want that the groups turn their guns on Pakistan instead of Afghanistan.
This may be aimed at mopping up these groups which the US believes
have been nurtured and sustained by Pakistan.
Keeping in view the Pakistani stance that there are no Taliban or
Haqqani safe havens or sanctuaries in Pakistan, Washington’s “beliefs” are
based on misunderstanding or mala-fide intentions. The US must be looking for some excuse to pressurize Pakistan to toe its line in the region. It is
unfortunate that the US regards Pakistan as a stumbling block to US objectives in South Asia. These objectives include containing China and using
India for the purpose. Washington may have immediate objectives in the
region that are not compatible with the national interest of Pakistan. However, this does not mean that for attaining certain objectives Washington
ditch a long-term ally like Pakistan, which in every decade helped US
achieve its objectives, particularly during the Cold War between the America-led capitalist world and Soviet-Union-led communist block. The US-Pakistan relations must be multi-dimensional and multi-purpose. In Pakistan
also Trump’s words should not be dismissed as the rage of an eccentric
leader. At least both Islamabad and Washington apparently want peace
and stability in Afghanistan, so if both the countries would disengage with
each other the biggest victim of this would be peace in Afghanistan. Moreover, any stringent action from Washington against Islamabad would further
destabilize the whole South Asian region.
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Migrants

Afghan refugees to get
stay extension yet again
Raza Khan

Millions of Afghan refugees are going to get another extension in stay by
Pakistani authorities in the country. The extension in stay to Afghan
refugees this time is totally incomprehensible as even the most important
stakeholder in the security of Pakistan, the military, has also started asking
for repatriation of all the Afghan refugees living on Pakistani territory for
being a potential risk to the security of the state.
Reportedly, Pakistan is likely to extend the stay of Afghan refugees for
six more months as the Ministry of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON)
has already sent a summary in this regard to the federal cabinet. Here it
is important to note that the last Afghan refugees’ stay expired on December 31 last. There have been six extensions in stay by Pakistan to millions
of Afghan refugees. Every time when the extension was given it was announced that there would be no further extension. However, every time
the concerned ministers and officials had to eat their words.
Pakistani security forces after huge losses of men and material have
been able to establish the state writ in the militant-terrorist infested regions
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on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. Most of Pakistani and their foreignaffiliated militant and terrorist groups have fled to Afghanistan and from
there are launching terrorist attacks inside Pakistan with the collusion of
anti-Pakistan Afghan authorities. Pakistan has also taken comprehensive
measures to manage its more than 2,400 kilometers long border with
Afghanistan by erecting gates on the main entry points, establishing more
than 1,000 pickets and digging around 1,100 kilometers-long trench in
Balochistan along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border the Durand Line, with
billions of rupees. All these successes would go down the drain if the government fails to revoke its decision to send back all the Afghan refugees
by the year end and instead sent them immediately.
Pakistan is currently hosting 1.9 million Afghan refugees, including 1.3
million registered and at least 600,000 unregistered refugees. Still the
exact number of Afghan refugees has remained unknown. UNHCR pays
every returning refugee $200 in cash but the repatriation had been slowest
in 2017. According to the Ministry of SAFRON, as many as 50,000
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refugees had returned in 2017. In 2016, nearly 500,000 documented and
undocumented refugees were repatriated to Afghanistan.
However, initially the federal government was pondering allowing
Afghan refugees to stay in Pakistan for a period of a year. Reportedly, the
army expressed reservations over such a long stay. It is not for the first
time that the army has aired its disapproval at the stay of Afghan refugees.
The Director General Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) has on more
than one occasion called for sending back all the Afghan refugees. The
army’s objection to Afghan refugees is fundamentally due to security issues which these refugees have created for Pakistan and its inhabitants.
Concerned authorities also have realization of the grave security threat
posed by Afghan refugees. For instance, currently as many as 100,000
new proof of registration cards (PoRs) had been blocked by NADRA because of security concerns. These cards had been printed but it had been
ordered not to issue them.
In 2016, the federal government had prepared a two-phased plan stating full repatriation of refugees to start in 2017 and the remaining refugees
to be sent back by 2018.
The government of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) policy
regarding Afghan refugees has been quite confused, at best. For instance,
on the one hand the federal cabinet was giving extension in stay to millions
of registered and unregistered refugees in Pakistan. Whereas, government’s long-serving erstwhile Federal Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali
Khan, on several occasions had stated that the Afghan refugees were
being used for terrorist attacks inside Pakistan.
The Afghan authorities have been asking Islamabad not to repatriate
millions of Afghan refugees as their country could not bear the burden of
these refugees. As almost all of these refugees have now become economic migrants their involvement in terrorist attacks inside Pakistan is intolerable. In other words the issue is not just of economic burden but has
translated into a grave security threat to the country. Keeping in view the
historical Afghan state animosity towards Pakistan, the use of these
refugees by intelligence agencies of their country of origin cannot be ruled
out. Against this backdrop, the extension in these refugees’ stay in Pakistan yet again by the federal government is unbelievable.
One explanation of this dichotomy of policy of the PML-N government
regarding the Afghan refugees can be the overbearing influence of Mahmud Khan Achakzai on PML-N chief Nawaz Sharif. Achakzai has always
been a vocal exponent of Afghan refugees rights and on one occasion
when the KP and Balochistan provincial governments had petitioned to
the federal government to immediately send back millions of Afghan
refugees to their country as there was strong evidence of their involvement
in terrorist activities in these provinces. Achakzai had declared that KP belonged to Afghanistan. PM Sharif has been under the dominating influence
of Achakzai because of the vocal support of the latter to the former against
the main opposition party of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).
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The involvement of Afghan refugees in anti-Pakistan activities had
forced Pakistani security authorities to convey to the government to repatriate all the Afghan refugees by the end of 2016 as they had posed grave
threat to the security of the state and its citizens. This had become the justification for recommending their repatriation. The security agencies recommendation came after the KP government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
and Balochistan government led by Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) took a stringent stand on the repatriation of Afghan refugees.
These two provinces, which have been hosting almost all the millions of
Afghan refugees, informed the federal government that they no longer can
bear the burden of these aliens as they had posed a serious threat to the
security of their residents.
Millions of Afghan refugees, which at one time peaked to nearly fourand-a-half million, constituting the largest refugee population anywhere in
the world have lived with complete freedom of movement and activities in
Pakistan for almost four decades. This free hand to millions of legal and
illegal Afghan refugees has been costing Pakistan dearly in terms of economic losses, devastating effects on Pakistani culture in the form of proliferation of Kalashnikovs and madrassas and many other ill-effects. But the
Pakistani government and decision-makers cared little as they, perhaps,
were enamored by the prospects of a “strategic depth” in Afghanistan for
which millions of Afghan refugees have to be given a free hand so that
they could feel at “home”. Now Pakistan has realized that it would not find
any strategic depth in Afghanistan and, in the words of former Advisor to
PM Sharif on Foreign Affairs and currently Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission, Sartaj Aziz, we abandoned the policy of “Strategic Depth”.
This abandonment was clearly the result of its impossible attainment. However, the fact of the matter is that the presence of millions of legal and illegal Afghan refugees has posed an existential threat to the very survival
of the state as many have become the agents of enemy intelligence agencies and most dislike Pakistan for no reason at all. Moreover, the interaction of such a large number of Afghan refugees with the pockets of
anti-Pakistan elements within certain ethno-linguistic Pakistani groups has
resulted in a colossal threat to Pakistan.
At a time when US President Donald Trump is threatening Pakistan to
target alleged terrorist and militant outfits operating out of Pakistan, it is
extremely necessary for Islamabad to abandon the policy of allowing stay
after stay to Afghan refugees and repatriate them at once. Otherwise as
has been the case in the past, rogue elements would keep on using the
garb of refugees to create unrest and chaos in Pakistan. More importantly,
they would use the name of refugees to remain on Pakistani soil and actually launching attacks inside Afghanistan on American interest and personnel. To avoid the repeat of loathsome attacks like the one on the Army
Public School, Peshawar, in which apart from Pakistani Taliban certain
Afghan elements were also involved, there is critical need to send back all
Afghan refugees immediately.
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Education

Sindh teachers get good
news at last, but what about
students and parents?

Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Teachers in Sindh province, protesting for regularisation of their services
for years, got the good news at last, on December 30, 2017. However, the
path to winning this assurance had not been that easy. Only five days ago,
they got a good thrashing at the hands of the police near the Karachi Press
Club and faced detentions, on December 25, while the entire country reverberated with resolutions of following Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s ideals of progress and tolerance on his 141st birth anniversary.
The ruling party’s young chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, came to
know about the plight of the protesting teachers only through TV channel
footage and flashing of headlines. His heart sank when he saw bleeding
heads of teachers and they being bundled into the police vans. He ordered
the authorities concerned to release the arrested teachers and look into
their problems, though it took the PPP leadership seven long years to extend an assurance to the poor teachers.
On the recommendation of the party chairman, the Sindh cabinet decided on December 30, 2017, to approve through an assembly act the regularisation of all contract teachers, who had passed the National Testing
Service (NTS) test. The cabinet also decided that a comprehensive education reforms bill would be presented in the assembly for improvement
of an overall education system in the public sector. The directions came
from the chief executive officer of the province. Sindh Chief Minister, Syed
Murad Ali Shah, said that the NTS-passed contractual teachers and the
contract teachers of the University of Sindh were around 2,100. He added
that under the recruitment rules, teachers would have to pass a test for
regularisation.National Testing Service as well as those appointed through
a test, held in Sindh University in 2010. Those associated with the Primary
Teachers Association demanded an upgrade in their services structure,
whereas the New Teachers Action Committee comprising teachers appointed in 2012 by the former education minister, Pir Mazhar-ul-Haq, demanded to be paid their salaries. Representatives of these teachers told
the media persons that the provincial government had failed to release the
salaries of 6,750 employees in the Sindh Education and Literacy Department for the past five years.
Abu Bakar Abro, chairman of the New Teacher Action Committee
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(NTAC), told Cutting Edge by telephone that they had been facing police
torture for a long time for demanding regularisation of their services and
payment of their salaries. They were baton-charged by the police on September 12, 2017 while protesting outside the Karachi Press Club. Again
on September 17, the police used batons and water cannons to disperse
the protestors. They were again beaten up on November 23, as they attempted to march on the Sindh Assembly from the Karachi Press Club.
Haji Shafi Mohammad, a senior leader of the All Sindh Primary Teachers Association, says that the issue was not limited to regularisation of
services of over 3,000 teachers, but also their promotion. Talking to this
writer by telephone, he said he had served 15 years as teacher. The government earlier promised to promote those who have completed more than
20 years in service to scale 16. The notification was issued, but no one
implemented it, he added. He claimed that more than 21,000 teachers
have passed the test conducted by the National Testing Service (NTS) and
Sindh University, but the government was still not giving them permanent
orders.
Another representative of the protesting teachers told Dawn, on condition of not being name, that the real issue was not of lack of funds but of
priorities. He claimed that billions of rupees had been released by the
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, European Union and other donors
during the past four years to promote education and provide the missing
facilities in schools, but a majority of the educational institutions were still
deprived of water, sanitation, boundary walls and furniture.
Jam Mehtab Dahar, provincial education minister, does admit problems
in the education department. He alleged that the authorities in his own
party’s government were bribed in 2012 to hire teachers in the hundreds,
who did not meet the criteria for selection at all. Talking to Cutting Edge
by telephone, he also admitted that 23,000 ghost recruitments were made
in 2012 across the province, with 11,000 in Karachi alone, at a time when
there were no vacancies.
According to ASER 2016, released in August 2017, at least 14% teachers didn’t show up in the government schools on a daily basis. This must
be kept in mind that the ghost teachers are not included in this list.
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The report also said that 45% of all government teachers surveyed
across the province were graduates, while 41% of them had Bachelor in
Education degrees.
While the Sindh government seems all-out to get rid of those teachers
also who have been hired by it, and who have even cleared the NTS test
to prove their eligibility, it needs thousands of more teachers to impart education to all its population under 16 years of age.
The Sindh legislature was informed on July 27, 2017, that close to three
million children were still out of school across the province. “There are
2,876,324 children ... who are out of school,” said Education Minister Jam
Mehtab Dahar while responding to a question filed by Nusrat Abbasi during
Question Hour in the Sindh Assembly session.
And even those attending schools don’t have many teachers to impart
education to them. The School Education Statistics Sindh 2015-16 official
data says that there are a total of 50,097 teachers in government schools
across the province. As many as 24, 514 of them are serving in primary
schools, 5,215 in middle schools, 16,604 in secondary schools, and 3,764
are teaching in higher secondary schools.
However, researchers believe that the main issue is not of lack of resources but lack of proper planning and misplaced priorities. One of the
leading research papers in this field was presented last year titled Pakistan’s Education Crisis: The Real Story by Wilson Centre fellow Nadia
Naviwala and Ahmad Ali from the Institute of Social and Policy Sciences
in Islamabad.
The research paper says that the 4% GDP public education spending
target - which is promoted as the gold standard by donors and campaigners - seems to provide a simplistic solution to Sindh province’s education
crisis, which is Pakistan’s second largest province. In 2016, the province
spent 12 times more on teacher salaries than it did in 2010; despite this
increase the majority of its fifth graders can’t read a second-grade level
text. Sindh has been on the forefront of a general trend of turning public
education departments into employment agencies.
Ironically, the researchers say, Sindh’s provincial government has itself
admitted that as many as 40% of its schoolteachers are ghost employees,
meaning that these teachers don’t show up for work, and in some cases
they don’t live in the towns where they are posted to teach. But the same
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teachers keep getting pay rises. Unsurprisingly, this toxic combination of
political patronage and ineffective policies has seen a decline in net school
enrolment rate in the province.
Parents rightly ask what’s the benefit for them in sending their children to
school when the children are unlikely to learn? Especially when these children are economically more beneficial for families when they are working.
The Sindh province, and the country at large, has to build more schools
and train its teachers. That requires it to “spend better, not simply more”.
Something international donors need to understand. Pakistan’s private education sector - which educates about 40% of the country’s students - can
serve as an example here.
The report says that private schools on average pay five times less to
their teachers than their public school counterparts. What’s even more fascinating is that private school teachers also have lower academic qualifications and are half as likely to receive training than teachers employed
in government schools. However, despite this, the students at these
schools are on average two grades ahead of their government school
peers.
Here arises a question: Why is it then that private school teachers deliver better? At the core, private school teachers feel more accountable to
parents. Parents can pull their fee-paying children out of school if they believe that their children aren’t learning the key skills. This makes teachers
and private school administrators more efficient at delivering quality education. This isn’t the case in government schools, which are answerable
to usually an education department located often miles away. That means
that public school teachers in the country are rarely fired - even if they
aren’t delivering in classrooms. How teachers are hired and promoted is
also crucial. Public school teachers regularly report that politics play a
strong role in these decisions, at times hinting towards outright political
patronage. The Sindh education minister’s admission in this regard clearly
showed that a large majority of teachers in the province are hired on political grounds.
That means the province can’t simply spend its way out of its education
crisis. The authorities will have to hire teachers on merit who can deliver
in class and then keep strict check on them if they really want to achieve
the desired results in the school education sector.
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Trump

In the eye of
the storm
Shahid Hussain

US President Donald Trump has not completed even a year in office, but
he has already become the most controversial head of state in the history
of the superpower. His funny tweets, erratic behaviour, staff infighting, highprofile resignations and firings have made him the biggest attraction for
the media. It appears he loves controversy and wants to be surrounded
by it. If there is no storm, he creates one for himself.
His tweet or comments become a topic of debate on the Western media
for days and now a new book has appeared which will be a topic of discussion for months, but threatens to bring down his presidency or the beginning of an end for him. Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House
by journalist Michael Wolff claims President Donald Trump doesn’t read
either because he’s “semi-literate” or suffers from dyslexia and he also
prefers to surround himself with “office wives.” Wolff writes that Trump
would read headlines of articles about himself as well as short blurbs in
gossip pages like Page Six of the New York Post. But others speculated
that he had a disability, which explained why he never delved deep into
complex topics. “Some thought him dyslexic; certainly his comprehension
was limited. Others concluded that he didn’t read because he just didn’t
have to, and that in fact this was one of his key attributes as a populist. He
was postliterate - total television. Not only did Trump not read, “but he
didn’t listen,” Wolff writes.
Quoting credible sources in the White House, he states, “He preferred
to be the person talking. And he trusted his own expertise - no matter how
paltry or irrelevant - more than anyone else’s. What’s more, he had an extremely short attention span, even when he thought you were worthy of attention. He likes to rely more on women rather than men in the workplace
because he tended to view females as less ambitious and more loyal. While
Trump was in most ways a conventional misogynist, in the workplace he
was much closer to women than to men. He liked and needed his office
wives, and he trusted them with his most important personal issues. Women,
according to Trump, were simply more loyal and trustworthy than men. Men
might be more forceful and competent, but they were also more likely to
have their own agendas. Women, by their nature, or Trump’s version of their
nature, were more likely to focus their purpose on a man. That is why he
entrusted his daughter, Ivanka, with a senior adviser role in the White House.
Other women who play key roles in the administration are Press Secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders and communications director Hope Hicks.”
Other important disclosures say Trump’s election campaign CEO Steve
Bannon described his son Don Jr's Trump Tower meeting with Russians
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as “treasonous and unpatriotic and thinks he will crack like an egg under
the pressure of the Russia investigation. Bannon said there's zero chance
Donald Trump didn't know about the meeting and said Don Jr. likely walked
them to his father's office. First Lady Melania Trump openly wept on the
night her husband won the election - and the tears were not of joy. The
whole campaign from the top down thought Trump would lose and everyone had planned for defeat, with Trump himself planning a TV network because he would be the most famous man in the world. Trump and Melania
sleep in separate bedrooms and he demanded a lock on his bedroom door
against the wishes of the Secret Service. He orders McDonald's so he's
not poisoned, told staff not to touch his toothbrush and strips his own bedsheets. He regularly sits in bed eating a cheeseburger at 6.30pm while
calling his friends and watching three TVs. White House Communications
Director Hope Hicks dated married Corey Lewandowski and Trump later
told her: You're the best piece of tail he'll ever have. He abused acting attorney general Sally Yates after she refused to enforce his immigration
ban. He tells the same stories three times in ten minutes and forgot a succession of old friends' names at a Mar-a-Lago party. He called his son-inlaw Jared Kushner a suck-up and said he should never have let Ivanka
and her husband move to Washington. His staff at the White House call
him dope, dumb, a hopeless idiot, a fool, lost his mind and incapable of
functioning in his job. Trump wondered what a golden shower was after
reading reports about the notorious Russian dossier. He also offered to
marry Morning Joe's Mika Brzezinski and Joe Scarborough - and mocked
Jared Kushner for saying he'd do it. Ivanka Trump jokes with friends about
her father's hair secrets: He had a scalp reduction, combs over from the
sides, and uses Just for Men badly. Donald Trump's chief counsel is Donald Trump. He once told MSNBC host Joe Scarborough that the person
he consults before he makes public pronouncements is, “Me. I talk to myself,” the book reveals.
According to some analysts, the book has the potential to bring down
the president. It has laid him bare in the eyes of the public and questions
are being raised whether he is fit to perform his job. The book has already
shot to the top of the bestseller list and Trump's closest allies have started
questioning his suitability for office. The charges against him appear to be
largely true because if not, he would have taken legal action against the
author. As he faces an investigation into an alleged Russian role in his
campaign, the new disclosures will add to his unpopularity and make him
unable to take important decisions, even if he is not impeached.
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Economics

Deepening financial crisis
in the external sector
Tariq Waseem

Last week, while briefing the National Assembly Standing Committee on
Finance, State Bank Governor, Tariq Bajwa said that there will be around
dollar 12 billion (later revised to dollar 2.5 billion) financing gap in the external sector for the current fiscal year. He did not specify how this gap will
be bridged but stated that there would be no issue as the country has foreign exchange reserves of dollar 14.5 billion.
The SBP Governor did not categorically rule out the possibility of going
to the capital market again but said that there is no immediate need of
short-term commercial borrowings subsequent to capital market transactions of Euro and Sukuk bonds. Regarding the future value of the rupee
against the greenback, Tariq Bajwa asserted that the market will determine
the actual value of the rupee against the dollar.
He, however, did not rule out the possibility of further depreciation of
the rupee. To quote his words, "In our opinion we are near the equilibrium".
The rupee has lost its value by around 3 percent since July, 2017, and
dropped by 5 percent now. The Secretary Finance who was also present
at the briefing disclosed that Pakistan is required to repay dollar 5.9 billion
external debt servicing and principal amount in the current fiscal year and
a payment of dollar 2.4 billion has already been made during July-November, 2017.
Since many issues of critical importance remained to be discussed, the
Committee decided to hold a detailed briefing by the Finance Minister, EAD
and the SBP on loans and financing requirements of the country in the
next meeting. Such a briefing is of vital importance as all relevant government departments, including the present management of the SBP usually,
paint a rosy picture of economy. As such, their assessment needs to be
fully reviewed and scrutinised.
Recently, Dr. Hafiz Pasha, a renowned economist and former Finance
Minister of the country, while speaking at a seminar organised by the German Institute, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, warned that the government will
run out of foreign currency reserves which will trigger a financial crisis. According to him, Pakistan's external financing needs will be dollar 32 billion
for the next 18 months, of which only dollar 8 billion will come through the
CPEC and FDI whereas the government will have to resort to borrowings
to cover the rest.
It is said the real challenge would emerge after departure of the caretaker government. Experts say that by that time, cracks will widen and foreign currency reserves will fall below dollar 3 billion. The only way out of
the predicament would then be to seek another bailout from the IMF that
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will not be a joyride to Pakistan due to a change in the US policy stance
towards Pakistan.
There is a consensus of opinion among the country’s leading economists
that Pakistan is facing a serious external sector crisis which, unlike the previous ones, may roll on for a long time and the IMF may not be as generous
as in the past. In all likelihood, the government will run out of foreign currency
reserves in less than a year's time, triggering a financial collapse.
The country has already been facing difficulties in managing its external
account due partly to mounting foreign debt repayments and a widening
current account deficit. To make matters worse, the government's response to the impending crisis is both slow and inadequate. It has recently
imposed a regulatory duty on certain kinds of imports, offered PM's export
package and lately devalued the currency by only 5 percent and that, too,
probably under IMF pressure. Such half-hearted measures may release
some pressure on the external sector but provide no durable answer to
the enormity of the challenge.
It seems that the government, instead of undertaking the needed reforms, is conducting a “holding operation” that, according to economic experts, is aimed at keeping foreign currency reserves at a level that will
allow it to defer the issue till June next year. The only way after the elections and for the new government then would be to go for another bailout
package from the IMF.
The economy is in a double bind. The only way out of the nut-cracker
for the government is to initiate the long overdue structural reforms. Otherwise, the situation would spin totally out of control. The present policy of
ad hocism could delay the problem for a few months more but cannot resolve the real issue in the medium to long-term. Also, the government
needs to tell the truth as there is a vast difference between the estimates
of the financing gap made by the SBP and the country’s renowned economists who openly say that over the past four-and-half-years, the government has pursued a path of presenting unrealistic and fabricated statistics.
Sensitive indicators like debt-to-GDP ratio, inflation and economic growth
are manipulated and fudged.
The root problem is that the government has been lying so consistently
and for so long that it has now started believing in its own manufactured
data. The need of the hour is to come clean. The government must move
quickly to dispel the impression that it is playing around with economic figures to save its political image. It must come out with full disclosures to restore the credibility of official statistics.
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US Imperialism

Is Pakistan in danger?
Faheem Amir
The year 2018 has brought many gigantic challenges, internal and external, for
Pakistan. On the one hand, the PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif is trying his level
best to destabilise the country just to protect his corruption and the Sharif family’s
political dynasty. While, on the other hand, US President Donald Trump has
threatened Pakistan with dire consequences for its alleged support to the militants, especially the Haqqani Network. He said “Pakistan had given the US
nothing but lies and deceit, despite Washington giving it more than $33 billion
in aid”. After that statement, the United States has also placed Pakistan on a
special watch list "for severe violations of religious freedom" on 4 January. The
White House has also warned that "President Donald Trump can follow through
his pledge to stop US assistance to Pakistan if it does not change its Afghan
policy". Nawaz Sharif is using every immoral, anti-religious, anti-nationalist and
undemocratic tactic to force the judiciary to reverse its Panama case verdict, in
which the supreme court has ousted him from the office of prime minister. To
achieve his target, Nawaz Sharif is not only criticising the apex court and the
army but also threatening that he will “spill the beans” of what took place in Islamabad for the last four years.
Addressing a press conference at the Punjab House on 3 January, 2018,
ousted Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said: “behind the scene” activities should
stop and old political traditions should not be practiced anymore. "If these activities will not stop, I will tell the story of last four years to the whole nation. Today
a new deal is being made for a 'Ladla' every day”, Nawaz Sharif mentioned. He
claimed that despite all conspiracies against it, the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz is the most popular political party of Pakistan. "No one should be stopped
through secret calls, disqualification and illegal verdicts," he asserted.
Everybody knows that the country’s powerful establishment had turned
Nawaz Sharif into a national political leader and also made him prime minister
three times in the last three decades. But, this time, Nawaz Sharif could not
manage the judiciary. So, now, he is speaking against the establishment just to
create confusion and disorder in the country.
Former President Asif Ali Zardari said that if Nawaz Sharif had some “secret”
he must share it with others. “He should share the secret with us. His party is in
the government and if he knows who is conspiring against him, he should get
the elements sacked,” the PPP Co-chairman said. “He (Nawaz Sharif) kept secrets with himself for four years and is now threatening to make them public.
This is strange,” he remarked.
Separately, PPP leader Senator Aitzaz Ahsan said Sharif was competing
with his own brother – Shahbaz Sharif. “He is illogically complaining of conspiracies. He has governments in the centre and two provinces. All governors are
from his party. The top ministers belong to the PML-N. One can’t understand
who is conspiring,” he said. Ahsan said Sharif was trying to blackmail the institutions, which was a damaging attitude. “He should tell us who is conspiring
against him. He is not ready to share the secret,” the PPP leader maintained.
It is also a fact that Nawaz Sharif has always used backchannel diplomacy
and behind-the-scenes manoeuvring to acquire and sustain his political power
in Pakistan. He got his political education and power under military dictator Zia
Ul Haq. He introduced corruption and Changha Mangha culture in Pakistan's
politics. He conspired against the PPP governments in 1990 and 1996. Even,
the Supreme Court building was attacked in his tenure. With the help of Saudi
Arabia, he saved his life in the Musharraf government and left the country for
ten years. Then, he came back in Pakistan after getting an NRO with the help
of Saudi Arabia and America. The PML-N Punjab government was also involved in the Model Town carnage. Then, to please and get support from Western countries, especially America, Nawaz Sharif has tried to change the Khatme
Naboowat article in the constitution. Now, he is again using backchannel diplo-
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macy for saving his corruption and political power. Many political pundits are
seeing Nawaz Shaif and his brother CM Punjab Shahbaz Sharif's latest trip to
Saudia Arabia as an effort to broker a deal between the family and the security
establishment. But Nawaz Sharif’s latest statement suggests otherwise. According to Imran Khan, Nawaz Sharif has become a security risk for the country
as he is following an anti-Pakistan agenda just to please external powers.
Nawaz Shaif should provide evidence to back his claims.
The military spokesman has also stated that Sharif should provide evidence
to substantiate his claims. Nawaz Sharif will increase his criticism against the
judiciary and the army in the coming days.
Meanwhile, the US is also threatening Pakistan with dire consequences if it
will not do more against the militants. Pakistan has called Trump's tweet “incomprehensible” and declared “it will do no more” during the Trump regime.
US-Pakistan relations have seen several ups and downs in the last 70 years.
But, this time, under President Donald Trump, America has increased the pressure manifold. In fact, America is not willing to accept its defeat in Afghanistan.
Rather, it is shifting blame on Pakistan for its failure in Afghanistan.
Talat Masood writes:"From Washington’s perspective, the Haqqani Network
and the Taliban Shura continue to benefit from sanctuaries in Pakistan’s tribal
belt. It is not prepared to accept Pakistan’s version that these entities do not
exist anymore. Moreover, according to the US’ own official sources, 13% of
Afghan districts are under insurgent control and an additional 30% are disputed
where largely the writ of the Taliban prevails. In this situation, the Taliban or the
Haqqani Network do not need Pakistani territory to operate. In any case, whatever advantage these groups would have had in locating in Pakistan, is no more
available to them. The US government holds Pakistan responsible for the activities of all militant groups that are operating within its territories. Whereas it
takes no responsibility for the militant groups that are launching attacks from
Afghanistan on Pakistan. Furthermore, it turns a blind eye to the support of the
TTP by Indian and Afghan intelligence agencies....The Trump administration’s
policy of assigning a much bigger role to India in Afghanistan and overlooking
its support for anti-Pakistan militant groups cuts against Pakistan’s interests.
This remains a constant point of friction and a major reason for the Pakistan
military not to take an antagonist position against the Haqqanis. The US should
respect Pakistan’s genuine national interest and avoid pursuing a one-sided
India-biased policy. Both countries need each other for their own valid reasons.
Success lies in how best to accommodate these interests".
In an interview with the BBC, Daniel Markey, author of No Exit From Pakistan
and a research professor at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International
Studies, says Trump’s coercive strategy on Pakistan will not work.
“Pakistan has some leverage and they also have nuclear weapons. This is
not a small country either. It’s about 200 million people in an important part of
the world and they have other friends, including the Chinese who have been
promising and delivering not just millions of dollars or tens of millions but billions
of dollars in both assistance and investment.... The big issue is: It’s one thing to
put pressure on Pakistan but Pakistan has very important interests in
Afghanistan and the region, so it has to be a combination of increased pressure
on one hand and offering some sense to Pakistan that a change in its strategy
could actually work in its favour. They are still worried that we are going to leave
Afghanistan, leave the problems in place and leave them without friends. So as
of right now I see little chance of kind of incremental ratcheting up of pressure
would actually payoff”.
America and Pakistan cannot afford a war in the region which is already in
turmoil. They should solve their problems amicably by protecting each other's
interests. But, it will not be an easy task.
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Your View
Gorakh hill road

Shahbaz thanked
SIXTY students of Balochistan Residential College Loralai undertook a

GORAKH hill station is a tourist place and the

study tour of Punjab in December where they had an opportunity to meet

highest peak of Sindh in Dadu district. Tourists

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi in Islamabad. The prime minister

from different parts of the country visit this

spared time to meet them and heard their problems. He agreed to two of

place. But lack of facilities causes problems for

their requests but declined the third one.

the tourists.

The prime minister agreed to provide a 30-seater bus and funds for the

The biggest problem is the poor condition of the

construction of a mosque but expressed his inability to provide the lap-

road. Only four-wheel drive jeeps can run on this

tops promised a year ago by former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. The

road. There is a steep and curved point on this

reason for declining the laptops was that they were provided to university

road called as Khawar Lak. This point is very

students only. A lot of students were disappointed when they heard this.

dangerous because this road is uneven and

Our wish was fulfilled by Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif during

there are hills from one side of the road while

our two-day stay in Lahore. He was not only a gracious host, but also

steep drops on the other.

distributed laptops among all students. The students of Balochistan Resi-

It is very difficult for the drivers to control their

dential College Loralai who embarked on Study Tour 2017 are thankful to

vehicles at this point. Several tourists have had

Mr. Shahbaz Sharif for his magnanimous gesture.

accidents. Recently, on December 25, some

Balochistan Residential College students
Loralai, Balochistan

tourists from Karachi had a fatal accident on this
road. One of the tourists lost his life, while others were severely injured.
The authorities concerned have been reminded
time and again about the poor condition of the

Revamping Natco

road and other missing facilities, but all in vain.
Riaz Ahmed
Dadu

THE Northern Areas Transport Corporation (Natco) has lost its utility as its losses
have increased manifold. Presently, Natco has more than a fleet of 70 buses,
which are too old.
The Gilgit-Baltistan government provides Rs100 million annually to Natco for its

Trump’s tweet

survival. Overstaffing and bad management have destroyed the organisation. Political interference has ruined it. Natco needs 300 employees whereas it has

AT a time when businesses are on the decline, and

1,200 employees which is a burden on national exchequer.

the prices of all the commodities are climbing very

The appointment on merit of a permanent managing director is also needed,

high, it has become difficult for a middle class family

while political interference in its affairs, especially recruitment must stop. The best

to survive.

remedy is privatisation.

People who were doing well in business till recent
H. Shamim

times were forced to quit their business as it became

Skardu

difficult for them to meet their everyday expenditure,
let alone make any savings.
Many middle class people are stuck in the quagmire
of economic hardship and find no way to come out of

Achakzai’s bail

it.
In such a situation, Lahore Electric Supply Company

MPA Abdul Majeed Khan Achakzai has been released on bail by an anti-terrorism

has become the tax-collector of medieval times for

court.

the people. The utility distributes the electricity bill lit-

He was booked in a hit and-run case last June when he crushed a policeman to

erally at the eleventh hour, caring not a whit of how

death under his vehicle.

people with modest means will pay the bill.

When he came out of jail, his supporters and workers cheered and showered

It is requested the bill distribution be managed by the

flowers and rose petals on him. It seemed as if the MPA had done a great job and

authorities in a manner to allow consumers ample

not murdered a human being.

time to pay.
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Keep global warming under 1.5C or
“quarter of planet could become arid”
Hannah Devlin
More than a quarter of
the planet’s surface
could become significantly drier if global temperatures rise 2C above
pre-industrial levels, scientists predict.
The study, which is one
of the most detailed assessments to date of future aridity, suggests that many regions could face
an increased threat of drought and wildfires. Limiting global warming to
under 1.5C would avoid extreme changes for two-thirds of these areas,
the study suggested. Chang-Eui Park, the first author from the Southern
University of Science and Technology (Sustech) in Shenzhen China, said:
“Aridification is a serious threat because it can critically impact areas such
as agriculture, water quality, and biodiversity. It can also lead to more
droughts and wildfires similar to those seen raging across California.”
Aridity is a measure of the dryness of the land surface, which can be calculated by combining predictions of precipitation and evaporation. The scientists studied projections from 27 different global climate models to
pinpoint regions where the land is expected to become significantly drier,
as global warming reaches 1.5C and 2C above pre-industrial levels. Manoj
Joshi, a co-author of the study from the University of East Anglia (UEA),
said: “Our research predicts that aridification would emerge over about 20
to 30% of the world’s land surface by the time the global mean temperature
change reaches 2C. But two-thirds of the affected regions could avoid significant aridification if warming is limited to 1.5C.”
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Could ultraviolet lamps slow
the spread of flu?
Jon Cohen Jan
Hospitals and laboratories often
use ultraviolet (UV) light to kill
microbes, but the practice has
one major drawback: It can harm
humans. So UV lights only do
their killing in places such as
empty operating rooms and
under unoccupied lab hoods.
Now, researchers have discovered that people might be safe around a
shorter wavelength of microbe-slaying UV light, theoretically turning it into
a new tool that could slow the spread of disease in schools, crowded airplanes, food processing plants, and even operating rooms and labs.
UV lights disinfect by disrupting the molecular bonds that hold together microbial genetic material or proteins. The most commonly used lights have
a wavelength of 254 nanometers (nm), which has a relatively short UV
wavelength—the so-called “C” category—but can penetrate the skin and
eyes, leading to cancers and cataracts. So for the past 4 years, a group led
by physicist David Brenner at Columbia University Medical Center in New
York City has tested shorter wavelengths, known as “far UVC light” that
can’t penetrate the outer layers of the eyes or skin. The researchers found
that far UVC eliminated bacteria on surfaces and did not harm lab mice.
Brenner and his co-workers next addressed whether far UVC could address
a major health concern in many public settings: airborne microbes. The
team first aerosolized influenza viruses inside a chamber and exposed them
to UVC light with a wavelength of 222 nm or, as a control, to nothing. The
researchers then collected liquid samples from the chamber and spread
them on dog kidney cells susceptible to the flu.
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Health

Turmeric a health star?
Stephanie Watson
Turmeric is taking a turn as the latest “super food” to trend. Sales of this
pungent spice with a rich yellow hue have risen steadily over the last few
years and are expected to keep climbing.
Today, turmeric is in everything from supplements to teas, along with claims
from supplement sellers and some media outlets that this "miracle spice"
can fight inflammation, prevent cancer, defend against Alzheimer's disease, and detoxify your body. Can turmeric really do wonders for your
health, or is it just another fad that promises far more than it delivers? The
research is enticing, but experts say there isn't enough proof to recommend it for preventing or treating disease just yet.
“There is a lack of evidence indicating turmeric is an effective treatment for
any health condition," says Craig Hopp, PhD, deputy director of the division
of extramural research at the National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health. Turmeric has been a staple of Indian cuisine for nearly 4,000
years. It's also been a staple of folk medicine -- used throughout the centuries
to improve digestion, relieve arthritis, heal wounds, and treat dozens of other
ailments. The buzz about turmeric comes from these and other health-promoting properties. Studies suggest that it acts as an anti-inflammatory, antibacterial, anti-cancer, and antioxidant agent. A compound it contains called

curcumin gets most of the
credit for these benefits.
In cancer, for example,
curcumin activates pathways that cause cancer
cells to die prematurely.
It also blocks pathways
that enable these cells to
grow, divide, and multiply. Turmeric is of special
interest to cancer researchers because it can
target cancer cells while sparing healthy cells. For inflammation, studies
have shown that curcumin changes immune system responses and blocks
enzymes that can cause arthritis inflammation. With so many possible applications for turmeric, it's not surprising that researchers have been investigating whether it can prevent or treat a variety of diseases, including
cancer, skin conditions like acne, itching, psoriasis, and rashes,
Alzheimer's disease, infections, arthritis, inflammatory bowel disease, High
cholesterol and heart disease, diabetes, depression and gum disease.

Could your salon visit make you sick?
Serena Gordon
Holiday parties and gatherings mean more trips to nail and hair salons for
some. But if you're not careful, you might end up picking up more than you
bargained for.
In a recent small survey of nail and hair salon clients, more than two-thirds
said they'd had one or more health issues after visiting a salon. These included skin problems, fungal infections and respiratory symptoms. “When
it comes to safety, the most important thing is being aware of the dangers
present in salons,” said Lindsey Milich, lead author of a study based on
the survey. She's a research analyst at the Rutgers School of Public Health
in Piscataway, N.J. Nail and hair salons generally offer a wide range of
services. Manicures, pedicures, applying artificial nails, removing hair with
wax, hair styling and hair coloring are common offerings.
However, many of these services involve exposure to chemicals that can
be hazardous for the client or for the nail technician or stylist, the researchers said. These products can cause allergic reactions and skin irritation. In addition, because many of the tools are reused from one client
to another, it's possible to pick up bacterial and fungal infections if proper
sterilization techniques aren't used. The survey included 90 patrons of nail
and hair salons from three counties in New Jersey. Nearly all (94 percent)
were women. Survey participants were asked about health symptoms, as
well as their knowledge of potential hazards and safety practices in salons.
About 42 percent said they’d developed skin issues and 10 percent reported
fungal infections after salon visits. These problems included itchiness to the
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hands or face, cuts, burning or
tingling sensations, pain or
redness around the nail area,
athlete's foot, finger or toenail
fungus, and nail discoloration.
One in six survey participants
reported respiratory symptoms, including runny nose,
itching or watery eyes, trouble
breathing and headache.
Across the board, the percentages for reported problems were higher for nail salons than hair salons.
Though the salon clients reported experiencing these problems after a
salon visit, Milich noted that the study did not prove that these issues were
caused by the salon. Milich was also involved in a second study, which
looked at the health of nail salon technicians. That study -- led by Derek
Shendell from the Rutgers School of Public Health -- included 68 workers
from 40 nail salons whose owners agreed to their participation. Most of the
nail salon workers were Asian women who said they'd had eye, nose,
throat or skin symptoms they believed were related to their jobs.
The study found that most workers had received training only in English, not
in their primary language. The researchers suggested that salon workers
needed "comprehensive chemical use training," and urged that more research
be done on the extent of salon workers' exposure to hazardous materials.
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Film

Happy End

What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?

Peter Sobczynski

Tim Robey

Having made a
name for himself
with a series of
impeccably
made but undeniably chilly stories,
Austrian
filmmaker Michael Haneke changed things up considerably with his last
film, Amour (2012). The film demonstrated a willingness by Haneke to
tell his story in a direct and heartfelt manner without any of the self-reflexive tricks or distancing techniques that he had employed in the past.
Having made such a success out of this new approach, some observers
have worried that the celebration of a happy Haneke might inspire him
to continue on in this vein and leave his boldly bleak narrative style behind for good. Those people can breathe easy, at least for a moment,
because one only has to go into his latest effort, Happy End, for a couple
of minutes to realize that the old Haneke is back with a vengeance.
The film is centered on the Laurents, an upper-class family living in a spacious mansion in Calais consisting of octogenarian patriarch Georges
(Jean-Louis Trintignant); daughter Anne (Isabelle Huppert), whom he has
put in charge of the family construction business; surgeon son Thomas
(Matthieu Kassovitz), who is with his second wife, Anais (Laura Verlinden)
and their newborn son); and Anne’s dissolute adult son, Pierre (Franz Rogowski). Their lives may seem elegant on the surface but they all have
their problems. Anne is forced to deal with a serious accident at the site
that has killed a worker, and which appears to have been caused by
Pierre’s negligence.
Thomas is carrying on a clandestine affair with a cellist (Loubna Abidar)
that we witness via a series of kinky texts and emails. As for Georges,
he appears to be in the early stages of dementia and is determined to
end it all and spare himself the suffering.

Sanctuary
Wendy Ide
One’s first impression
of Sanctuary, an Irish
film about two people
with intellectual disabilities (lovely performances by Kieran
Coppinger and Charlene Kelly) who want
to be together, was
that it was a gentle,
low-key comedy with charm but not much in the way of impact.
The physical humour is well handled, and although the performances,
from non-professional actors with special educational needs, are not
polished, they are persuasive. But there is rather more to it than that. A
devastating conclusion leaves us with an aching sadness and some
quite profound questions about the basic human right to love the person
we choose.
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From her first appearance in this
Grand Guignol screamfest, Bette
Davis's performance is the stuff
not just of a thousand prize-winning drag impersonations, but of
nightmares.
As former child star Baby Jane
Hudson, this decrepit princess of the screen can barely be bothered to
lift her feet off the floor, shuffling about the family manse with a degenerate gait, and trussed up to look like a vicious antique doll with her face
plastered in crumbling white paint. We see Baby Jane, played as a child
by Julie Allred, singing her heart out in the prologue of Robert Aldrich's
movie, where she brings a music-hall audience to their feet with the
necro-patriphiliac ditty “I've Written a Letter to Daddy.”
But that was a lifetime ago, and Jane is now a booze-sodden, deluded
wreck, "caring" for her disabled sister Blanche (Joan Crawford) after her
own more successful acting career screeched to a halt with a car accident. Most of the movie, directed by Aldrich with claustrophobic brio, is
a game of cat-and-mouse between the magnificently unpleasant Jane
and the passive-aggressive Blanche in her wheelchair.
Blanche is actually a pain, ringing the bell in her room at the slightest
upset, and Crawford's failure to win our sympathies as fully as she intends is precisely what makes the picture so interesting: they're thrown
on to Jane.

Renegades
Peter Bradshaw
Luc Besson has produced
this moderate gung-ho actioner about a roistering
bunch of US special forces
soldiers in Sarajevo in
1995, kicking war-criminal
ass, taking courageous
risks that are intensely
frowned on by the uptight
and incompetent “SAS”
Brits in overall charge and then discovering there is a fortune in looted
Nazi gold at the bottom of a lake, which the Germans abandoned there
in 1944.
The navy Seals’ plan is to secretly bring up these bullion bars, while on
enforced leave, and (having somehow found a cash buyer) split the take
50/50 between them and a beautiful Bosnian woman who had tipped
them off about the stash. She wants to use the money for her charitable
foundation. So our heroes have hearts of gold, too. There is a spectacular scene in which someone drives a tank off a bridge, and JK Simmons
gives the film some ballast as the guys’ scowling commanding officer,
but the rest of the time this resembles a TV movie of egregious averageness.
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Books

Undying Affinity

Tell Tale

Sara Naveed

Jeffrey Archer

True love never dies. It might
vanish, but if it is true, it will always find its way back. Twentytwo-year-old
Zarish
has
everything in life she could ever
ask for. She is rich, beautiful and
popular. She and Haroon, her
handsome childhood sweetheart, are inseparable until a
new finance professor joins their
university-Ahmar Muraad. Every
girl in the university has eyes for
him. He is attractive, charming
and intellectual. Even Zarish is
drawn by his suave personality.
But would he ever be interested
in her? Caught in a web of passion, little does Zarish know that one individual can completely change
her perspective towards life. Packed with romance, drama and tragedy,
Undying Affinity will stay in your heart forever.

Fairytale
Danielle Steel
Fairytale is an enchanting rendering of a much-loved classic
by the world's favourite storyteller, Danielle Steel. Camille
Lammenais has grown up in the
beauty of the Napa Valley surrounded by acres of her family's
vineyards.
Her
parents,
Christophe and Joy, still deeply
in love after two decades of marriage, have built a renowned winery and chateau modelled after
Christophe's ancient family estate in his native Bordeaux.
Camille has had a perfect childhood, safe in her parents' love.
After graduating from Stanford,
she returns to help manage Chateau Joy, her lifetime goal. But their
fairytale ends suddenly with her mother's death. Six months after losing
his wife, the devastated Christophe is easy prey for a mysterious, charming Frenchwoman visiting the valley. Camille, still grieving for her mother,
is shocked by the news that her father intends to remarry. Then she begins to see past the alluring looks, designer clothes and elegant manners of the Countess, while her innocent father is trapped in her web.
A wonderful, beautifully told tale from America's favourite novelist, Fairytale is a captivating example of the truths that will always withstand even
the darkest storms and a reminder that sometimes fairytales do come
true and good prevails over evil in the end.
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Nearly a decade after his last
volume of short stories was published, Jeffrey Archer returns
with his eagerly awaited collection of short stories, Tell Tale,
giving us a fascinating, exciting
and sometimes poignant insight
into the people he has met, the
stories he has come across and
the countries he has visited during the past ten years.
Find out what happens to the
hapless young detective from
Naples who travels to an Italian
hillside town to find out Who
Killed the Mayor? and the pretentious schoolboy in The Road to Damascus, whose discovery of the origins of his father’s wealth changes his
life in the most profound way.
Revel in the stories of the woman who dares to challenge the men at
her Ivy League university during the 1930s in A Gentleman and a
Scholar, and another young woman who thumbs a lift and gets more
than she bargained for in A Wasted Hour.
These wonderfully engaging and always refreshingly original tales prove
not only why Archer has been compared to Dahl and Maugham, but why
he was described by The Times as “probably the greatest storyteller of
our age”

Lincoln in the Bardo
George Saunders
The extraordinary first novel by the
bestselling, Folio Prize-winning, National Book Award-shortlisted George
Saunders, about Abraham Lincoln and
the death of his eleven year old son,
Willie, at the dawn of the Civil War
The American Civil War rages while
President Lincoln's beloved elevenyear-old son lies gravely ill. In a matter
of days, Willie dies and is laid to rest in
a Georgetown cemetery. Newspapers
report that a grief-stricken Lincoln returns to the crypt several times alone
to hold his boy's body. From this seed of historical truth, George Saunders spins an unforgettable story of familial love and loss that breaks
free of realism, entering a thrilling, supernatural domain both hilarious
and terrifying. Willie Lincoln finds himself trapped in a transitional realm
– called, in Tibetan tradition, the bardo – and as ghosts mingle, squabble, gripe and commiserate, and stony tendrils creep towards the boy, a
monumental struggle erupts over young Willie's soul.
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