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Economics

In declensional
mode
Tariq Waseem

PML-N leaders continue to claim that there has been a significant improvement in the national economy due to the forward looking policies of the government. But this claim is
not borne out by the evaluation undertaken by independent economists. This is particularly true with respect to
the widening budget deficit, current account deficit and
the continued heavy reliance on borrowing - domestic
and foreign - at higher rates of return.
It may be recalled here that the PML-N government had started with plans of lower tax rates, privatization and filling the energy gap. Energy gaps
have been thinned but at a cost of excessive capacity payment. This will hurt the economy even
after twenty years; just as the ills of IPPs policy
is hurting today. In case of taxation, the GST
was raised in the first budget, the WHT and
other indirect taxes are imposed across the
board, to not only make compliance difficult
but also increases the actual cost of taxpaying businesses. The individual income tax
rates have increased while the corporate
income tax rates have declined from one
side, but super tax and higher dividend
taxes have nullified all the benefits.
Actions speak louder than words.
Consider the privatization progress,
or perhaps the lack of it. The government failed to privatize any of
the ailing PSEs including PIA,
PSM and DISCOs. The benefit of
doubt can be given to incumbents as
dealing with employees union is a tough political choice. But how can the
PML-N, especially the Punjab government, justify the formation of a
plethora of new PSEs, for an array of power projects?
There is no need to mention how brutally economic institutions are manipulated to favour the sitting government – be it the SECP, CCP, SBP or
OGRA. Most are headed by “yes men”. The only policy institution that is

04

still working in its
own
capacity
is
NEPRA whose wings the
government recently tried to
clip by reducing its power.
NEPRA has been raising a voice
against the arbitrary allocation of
power projects and the skewed energy mix.
The original policy was one of relying
on indigenous power sources for the
long term while the imported fuel projects
were to fill in for the
short to medium term
gap. However, on the
ground, all the new projects
are either on imported RLNG or
coal with no groundbreaking work done
on indigenous power sources. The government came up with RLNG contract with Qatar on
“take or pay” – implying that gas has to be imported or
Pakistan pays anyway. Two RLNG terminals are operational
with wheeling charges to be paid, irrespective of how much RLNG
is re-gasified. Additionally, three RLNG plants have been set up with
capacity payments to be made even in case of not running the plants.
Now if the gas is not purchased, we pay Qatar anyway; and even if the
terminals are not used, we pay the charges regardless. And in turn, if
power plants are not working, capacity payment will still be made. In
essence, the country is booked to pay RLNG energy chain for the next two
decades or so, irrespective of how much gas is being used. Two million
new domestic gas connections are planned to be installed. The present
policy of using domestic gas for inefficient household connections has long
been criticized; and now the government is going one step further. The
gas will be imported for inefficient stove burning at home at subsidized
rates. Who will pay the differential? This may result in the formation of
RLNG-based circular debt in years to come.
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Last, but not least, is the continuity of the agriculture support price
mechanism despite the fact that international wheat and sugar prices are
on a downhill slide since 2014. The country has a surplus of
wheat and sugar stocks which cannot be exported due to
differential in prices. And the commodity financing is
stuck at over Rs600 billion, brewing another circular
debt. Sugar is supported to appease the
political lobby at the cost of low cotton production which is hurting
textile exports. And now
surplus sugar is
being exported
at subsidized

rates.
Experts
have recently
voiced serious concern over the fact that the
Abbasi administration has already surpassed the one billion
dollar budgeted reliance on procuring
loans from the commercial banking sector abroad, which is at very high rates of interest with a very small amortization period,
while programme/budget support loans from multilaterals and bilaterals
have already sharply declined after the completion of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) programme last year. The reason: lack of donor comfort level with the government implementing agreed reforms without rigid
IMF monitoring. Poor governance continues to be the hallmark in nearly
all sectors while increased tax collections are sourced to the imposition of
higher taxes rather than on widening the tax net, while the energy sector
continues to suffer from rising circular debt and transmission losses.
A piece of good news is that in November exports rose by 12.3 percent
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in comparison to the corresponding period of the
year before, and industrial growth increased by
8.77 percent in October in comparison to the
corresponding period last year. Improved
performance of these two indicators is
certainly to be appreciated. However, it is relevant to note here
that imports as per the
State Bank of Pakistan rose from
17.730 billion
dollars (July-November) 2017 to
21.881 billion dollars
in the comparable period
of 2018 accounting for a
worsening current account
deficit. As for industrial growth, it
is relevant to note that not only was
the base low in previous years but the
components of this growth have shifted
from textiles and other value added products to sugar whose surplus could only be
exported through subsidy.
Equally, disturbing is the fact that foreign direct
investment in July-November 2018 declined to
1000.2 million dollars from the 1774.9 million dollars in
the comparable period of last year, despite the start of the implementation
of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects. If around a billion
dollars is Pakistan's absorption capacity for these projects, then the 46 billion dollar plus CPEC would take a long time to be completed.
The government has been claiming a growth rate that has been challenged by independent economists. Ground realities show that there are
serious issues with the economy which must be tackled head on to avoid
a negative impact on key variables. There is a consensus of opinion that
there is an urgent need to change policies formulated by Ishaq Dar. But
up till now there is no sign of this happening.

05

Contempt

On the
war path
Nasim Ahmed

Nawaz Sharif is on the war path, and there are no two opinions about this.
His attacks on the judiciary have become more virulent with time. One
public meeting after another, his refrain about his unjust ouster from the
office of prime minister continues unabated.
Nawaz Sharif, supported by his equally strident daughter Maryam
Nawaz, is following a simple strategy: raise enough political dust to divert
public attention from his financial corruption and crime now being investigated by the courts. His desperation is growing as the court cases against
him are coming close to a decision.
In his quest for power, Nawaz Sharif has been committing political
blunder after blunder. When the Panama papers scandal broke last year,
he had the option to resign months before the Supreme Court proceeded
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to disqualify him. His ouster was a foregone conclusion as he and his family failed to provide justification for money transferred abroad and concealment of their overseas assets. He got banned for life from contesting
parliamentary elections.
After disqualification, he laboured under the wrong notion that there
would be a countrywide uprising against the court decision. But the public
response was poor in the long march he undertook from Islamabad to Lahore, despite the fact that the ruling party used all state resources to bring
out people on the streets. His dire warnings that he had serious state secrets to reveal also failed to impress the powers-that-be. However, he has
managed to politically survive for the time being, after having himself reelected as the party president. Emboldened by this shrewd move, he and
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his party loyalists have gradually become more shrill in their attacks on the
judiciary.
After showing restraint for months, the Supreme Court finally decided
last week to call some PML-N leaders to account for their anti-judiciary
rhetoric. The court sentenced Senator Nihal Hashmi to one-month jail term
together with a Rs 50,000 fine, also disqualifying him from holding any
public office for five years. It may be recalled that during the proceedings
of the case against Sharif, Nihal Hashmi had crossed all limits when he
hurled naked threats against the judges, the court appointed JIT members,
as well as their children. While disqualifying Nihal Hashmi, the court observed: "we have felt satisfied that the contempt committed by the respondent is quite grave, and is one which is substantially detrimental to the
administration of justice, besides tending to bring this court and the judges
of this court into disrespect and hatred."
Hours after the apex court sentenced Hashmi, Chief Justice Mian Saqib
Nisar took suo motu notice of “contemptuous speeches” by PML-N leader
and Minister of State for Interior Talal Chaudhry, ordering him to appear to
clear his position over the tirade against the judiciary. Talal Chaudhry, who
has been bitterly criticising the judiciary in TV shows and media talks, last
week went a step further and urged the PML-N president to “throw out”
PCO judges. Flying off at a tangent, he had said: “There was an era when
the Kaabah was full of idols. Today, the judiciary, which is the country’s
highest institution, is also full of PCO [Provisional Constitution Order] idols.
Mian Nawaz Sharif, throw them out, throw him [CJP] out of the court . They
will not give justice but will continue their injustices”.
The next in line is another PML-N firebrand Daniyal Aziz who has also
been summoned by the court to explain his scurrilous attacks on the judiciary. According to legal experts, now that the court has taken cognizance
of three contempt cases, it would not be surprising if the judges may also
decide to go after the brain and motive force behind the contemners Nawaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz. If this happens, Nawaz Sharif will be
in real trouble. It will be a double bind for him, as the ongoing proceedings
in the NAB court are also about to reach a conclusion.
Nawaz Sharif’s strategy to survive the court cases is to increase political pressure on the judiciary. But the strategy has proved counter-productive. On the one hand, he has antagonized the judiciary and on the other
he is not on good terms with the army whom he obliquely blames for being
behind the apex court which ousted him over the concealment of his overseas assets. At the same time, he has failed to reconcile with the defiant
senior members of his divided political party, including his younger brother
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Shahbaz Sharif who has kept himself aloof from post-disqualification policies of the party high command.
Nawaz Sharif’s battle for political survival received a serious blow two
weeks ago when an internal revolt toppled his party’s government in the
politically sensitive province of Balochistan. Balochistan was the only
province, besides Punjab, where Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League (N) was
in power. The removal from power of staunch Sharif loyalist Nawab
Sanaullah Zehri just weeks before the important mid-term Senate elections
has changed the political dynamics of the country. The Balochistan
episode seems to have intensified the showdown between Nawaz Sharif
and the Establishment. While the disqualified PM remains defiant, the powers that be have made it abundantly clear that he will not be allowed to return to power.
The confrontation is getting messier by the day, with Nawaz Sharif
seemingly ready to go to any length to become PM again. In the end,
everything will depend upon the outcome of his trial in the anti-corruption
court. A conviction will seal his political fate forever.
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Democracy

Status on
a scale
Nasim Ahmed

Democracy is the most accepted form of governance around the globe.
But, unfortunately, only a minuscule proportion of the world population enjoys the fruits of democracy. According to a new report ranking countries
by how functional their political systems are, less than 5% of the world's
population lives in a "full democracy”.
The Economist Intelligence Unit recently released its 2017 Democracy
Index, which ranks 167 countries on a 0 to 10 scale. Only countries with
scores above 8 are categorised as "full" democracies. The US was downgraded from a "full democracy" to a "flawed democracy" in the same study
last year, which cited the "low esteem in which US voters hold their government, elected representatives, and political parties."
Democracy Index 2017 has described Pakistan as a “hybrid regime”
rather than a fully functioning democracy. In a list of 167 countries Pakistan is placed at 110.
The EIU is the research and analysis division of the UK-based media
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giant The Economist Group. Created in 1946, the EIU describes itself as
having over 70 years of experience "in helping businesses, financial firms
and governments to understand how the world is changing and how that
creates opportunities to be seized and risks to be managed".
To recall, a decade has passed since Larry Diamond, a political scientist at Stanford University, put forward the idea of a global “democratic recession”. The tenth edition of the Economist Intelligence Unit’s Democracy
Index suggests that this unwelcome trend has become firmly entrenched.
The index, comprises 60 indicators across five broad categories—electoral
process and pluralism, functioning of government, political participation,
democratic political culture and civil liberties. Nearly a third of world population live under authoritarian rule, with a large share of those in China.
Overall, 89 of the 167 countries assessed in 2017 received lower scores
than they had the year before.
Norway remains the most democratic country in the ranking, a position

February 16-28, 2018

it has held since 2010, and western Europe accounts for 14 of the 19 “full
democracies” that make up the ranking’s top tier. Nonetheless, the region’s
average score slipped slightly in 2017, to an average of 8.38 points out of
10. The Spanish government’s attempt to stop Catalonia’s independence
referendum by force on October 1, 2017, caused the country’s score to
fall by 0.22 points, leaving it just 0.08 points above the “flawed democracy”
threshold. In Malta, the unresolved murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia, an
anti-corruption blogger, raised questions about the rule of law and the authorities’ willingness to investigate sensitive crimes, leading to a drop of
0.24 points. And France, already a “flawed democracy” according to the
taxonomy of the index, fell further down the table, even though its voters
firmly rejected a far-right candidate in a presidential election last year. The
country’s civil-liberties score declined because its legislature passed a law
expanding the government’s emergency powers.
The study has five basic criteria: Whether elections are free and fair
("electoral process and pluralism"), governments have checks and balances ("functioning of government"), and whether citizens are included in
politics ("political participation"), support their government ("political culture"), and enjoy freedom of expression ("civil liberties"). The index ranks
165 independent states and two territories on the basis of these five criteria. The list has been divided into four broad categories — full democracy,
flawed democracy, hybrid regime and authoritarian regime.
In the 2017 Democracy Index, the average global score fell from 5.52
in 2016 to 5.48 (on a scale of 0 to 10). Some 89 countries experienced a
decline in their total score compared with 2016. 27 recorded an improvement. The other 51 countries stagnated, as their scores remained unchanged compared with 2016. Almost one-half (49.3 per cent) of the
world's population lives in a democracy of some sort, although only 4.5
per cent reside in a "full democracy", down from 8.9 per cent in 2015.
The top three positions on the list are occupied by Nordic countries —
Norway, Iceland and Sweden. New Zealand is at fourth and Denmark at
fifth place, while others in top-ten include Ireland, Canada, Australia, Finland and Switzerland.
India has slipped to 42nd place on an annual Global Democracy Index
amid "rise of conservative religious ideologies" and increase in vigilantism
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and violence against minorities as well as other dissenting voices. India's
overall score has fallen to 7.23 points, even as it scored well on electoral
process and pluralism (9.17). It has not managed to score so well on other
four parameters — political culture, functioning of government, political
participation and civil liberties. "The rise of conservative religious ideologies also affected India. The strengthening of right-wing Hindu forces in
an otherwise secular country led to a rise of vigilantism and violence
against minority communities, particularly Muslims, as well as other dissenting voices," the EIU added. The US (ranked 21), Japan, Italy, France,
Israel, Singapore, and Hong Kong have also been named among “flawed
democracies”.
Only top-19 countries have been classified as “full democracies”, while
the hybrid regimes include Pakistan (110th), Bangladesh (92nd), Nepal
(94th) and Bhutan (99th). Top-ranked Norway has been given an overall
score of 9.87 with perfect-ten scores for electoral process and pluralism;
political participation; and political culture.
2017's report which also measured the state of media freedom around
the world noted that in India, the media is “partially free”. Moreover, journalists are at risk from government, military and non-state actors and radical groups, and the threat of violence has a chilling effect on media
coverage. "India has also become a more dangerous place for journalists,
especially the central state of Chhattisgarh and the northern state of
Jammu and Kashmir. The authorities there have restricted freedom of the
press, closed down several newspapers and heavily controlled mobile internet services. Several journalists were murdered in India in 2017.
The star performer in the 2017 rankings is the Gambia. After 22 years
of rule by Yahya Jammeh, a dictator who suppressed political freedoms,
centralised powers within his ethnic group and used the army to instil fear,
the country enjoyed its first-ever democratic transfer of power last year. As
a result, its democracy score improved from 2.91, classified as an “authoritarian regime”, to 4.06, a “hybrid regime” 30 places higher in the rankings.
Conversely, the most notable declines occurred in Indonesia, which fell from
48th place to 68th, and Venezuela, whose score dropped into the “authoritarian regime” category. America sits in 21st place in the ranking, level with
Italy. It remains a “flawed democracy” for the second year in a row.
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Corruption

Shahbaz Sharif
entangled in web
of NAB inquiries
Muhammad Hassan

Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has appeared before the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) for the alleged misuse of authority in the
construction of a low-cost housing scheme. It was his first summons,
which unnerved him. He faces a number of serious inquiries in the coming days, which will decide the future of the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N).
Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz
are adding to his problems by bashing the establishment and the judiciary.
PML-N legislators are already uncertain of the future of the party after the
disqualification of Nawaz Sharif. Their concern will grow and they could
leave the party after his conviction, expected in the current month. Punjab
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif is the only hope of concerned legislators
and voters of the ruling party. They could disperse after seeing the younger
Sharif in a deep web of inquiries by the NAB before elections.
Shahbaz Sharif’s frustration was evident from his press conference
after appearing before NAB. He said he had appeared before it only to uphold the rule of law, and accused it of being biased against him. He had
been summoned over his alleged involvement in the cancellation of Aashiana-i-Iqbal scheme’s contract to successful bidders M/S Ch. Latif and Sons
and the award of contract to M/S Lahore Casa Developers, a proxy group
of M/S Paragon City (Pvt) Limited, linked to Railway Minister Khawaja
Saad Rafique, which caused a loss of millions of rupees to the national
exchequer. “If saving the nation's money and halting corruption is a crime
and I have crossed the line to do so, then I will repeat it tens of millions of
times,” he said furiously.
In contrast, he had few answers to NAB’s 22 questions. The questions
were interesting for his critics and disturbing for him. He was asked: “What
is the reason behind the failure of Ashiana Iqbal project? Why its foundation has not been laid even after seven years? The project was not only
delayed but its cost has also increased. You revoked the contract of M/s
Chaudhry Latif and Sons on petty violations but you have not taken any
action against M/s Lahore Casa Developers despite its failure to complete
the project in the stipulated time (2015). Do you know Lahore Casa Developers is a fake company? Do you know Paragon City is owned by Railway Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique? Did any Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) board member or another person inform you about the link
between Lahore Casa Developers and Paragon City? Do you know
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Khawaja Saad Rafique used his influence on the Punjab Land Development Company (PLDC) and the LDA to award the contract to Casa Developers and then asked them to remain soft on the Casa Developers despite
its illegal works? Did Saad Rafique ask you any legal favour or concession
for Casa Developers? Did you ask Saad Rafique to use his influence on
Casa Developers to initiate and complete the Asiana Iqbal project? Do you
know if the Punjab Land Development Company (PLDC) or the LDA has
received any gift or money from Paragon City? What is the reason and
idea behind setting up public sector companies in the Punjab while similar
institutions are already working in the province? What are their rules and
regulations? On March 20, 2013, you ordered the PLDC to cancel the contract of Ashiana Iqbal. You know it was the prerogative of its board and
CEO. You forced the board to accept your decision, which caused a loss
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of Rs193m to the national exchequer and the PLDC had to pay Rs5m
penalty to Latif and Sons. Explain your position. The PLDC handed over
the project to the LDA on your orders after the contract with Latif and Sons
was cancelled. Can a contract of one company be awarded to another on
the orders of the chief minister? Why was the project handed over to the
LDA illegally?”
NAB reminded him that Ashiana Quaid Lahore, Sahiwal and Faisalabad had been completed by the Punjab government. “Ashiana Iqbal was
also launched by the Punjab government. Later, it was decided to launch
the project under public-private partnership, under which the government
decided to transfer 2,000 kanal land to private developers. What was the
reason behind it? The LDA awarded the contract to Casa Developers,
which consists of Bismillah Engineering, Sparco Company and Anhui
Construction Company, which are known companies of Paragon City.
There was no standard set for them after which Bismillah Engineering
was awarded a project of Rs14b while it was entitled to maximum of
Rs100m. The LDA, after fudging figures, awarded 33.3pc score to each
company while the fact was that Bismillah Engineering had 90pc, Sparco
Engineering 9pc and Anhui Construction 1pc shares. The name of Anhui
Construction was wrongly used to provide maximum benefits to Bismillah
Engineering. It caused a huge loss to LDA. Explain your position. Casa
Developers could not provide required documents or bank guarantee.
Despite its inability, under a plan to benefit Paragon City, 3,000 kanal
land was transferred to Casa Developers, which was against the plan of
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the project. The project, launched in 2011, could not be started until now.
Its land is still in the possession of Casa Developers. Can you assess
the rise of the cost since 2011? The project caused a loss of Rs715m.
You ordered the PLDC CEO to award consultancy of Ahiana Iqbal to
ECSP Consultancy Company, which demanded Rs240m but when the
company objected, the consultancy company reduced the fee to
Rs192m. When the PLDC informed the constancy company that NESPAK had demanded Rs34.4m, it agreed to the amount. Had you interfered in the affairs, so that ECSP could embezzle money?” The questions
indicate Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif and Railway Minister Saad
Rafique are in deep trouble.
NAB has also sent notices to Shahbaz Sharif, seeking details of his assets and asked him to submit details of the funds spent in the construction
of Raiwind Road, leading to the Sharifs’ Jati Umra residence. It has already
ordered an inquiry against Zaeem Qadri, a close aide to the chief minister,
for allegedly taking favours from the Punjab Small Industrial Cooperative
Employees Housing Society. He is also accused of illegally occupying land
of the society with the connivance of its management. The Multan Metro
Bus Project is also being investigated for corruption.
Some say speedy investigations against Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz for corruption are the fallout of his elder brother’s criticism of the establishment and the judiciary. They say Nawaz Sharif wants to sink his
party along with him, rather than leaving it to his younger brother and Shahbaz Sharif is piling up problems for himself by siding with him.

11

Law

Options after Nihal
Hashmi’s conviction
Muhammad Ali

Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his close aides are unfazed
by the conviction of former Senator Nihal Hashmi for threatening the
Supreme Court of Pakistan. In fact, contempt of court seems to be part
of his strategy to malign the court with an aim to offend it after his disqualification. However, the question is: how many ministers will commit
contempt after many have already committed it and whether the court
would punish all of them?
Nawaz Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz have blatantly been
committing contempt since the court took up the Panama case against
the Sharif family. Many ministers, closed to the former prime minister
and his daughter, have followed suit. However, Nihal Hashmi had
crossed all limits. He warned the judges hearing the Panama case of
“dire consequences” for investigations against the Sharif family. “Those
carrying out investigations against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his
family members would not be able to live in Pakistan. Listen! You ask
the son of Nawaz Sharif to submit details of bank accounts. Who are
you to ask him about his account details? We are workers of Nawaz
Sharif, those who have made the Sharif family accountable (earlier)
and (those) doing so (now) will not be spared... we will make an example of them. You are in service today and it will difficult for you and your
family to live in this country, like you are making it difficult for an honourable and conscientious Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,” he had said.
After his threats to the judges and JIT members and their families, he
was asked to resign from his Senate seat and his party membership
was also suspended. However, he refused to step down.
His tirade had forced the Supreme Court to call the government the
Sicilian mafia. It was clear that he could not have threatened the judges
and JIT members on his own. Eight months after the threats, the court
sentenced him to one-month in jail and barred him from holding public
office for five years. His conviction has divided law experts. Some say
the court should have pardoned him after he had apologized to it since
courts usually observe restraint in contempt cases and forgive the accused. Others opine he had attempted to sabotage the justice system
of Pakistan and deserved the punishment. The verdict was announced
by a three-member bench comprising Justice Asif Saeed Khan Khosa,
Justice Dost Muhammad Khan and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah. It was a 21 decision, with a dissenting note by Justice Dost Muhammad Khan.
The verdict says the former senator had attacked the judiciary, the
judges and those who were tasked by the court with investigating allegations of criminal conduct on part of his political boss – Nawaz Sharif
and his family. “After a verbal tirade and threats, Hashmi himself realised his behaviour to be improper, unwise and imprudent. His controversial speech was an effort to obstruct, interfere and prejudice the
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proceedings pending before the court and the JIT investigating the
Panama Papers case. The belated apology submitted by the respondent after about seven months of commencement of the proceedings
and at the fag end of the proceedings when the evidence of the prosecution has already been completely recorded and closed speaks volumes about the apology being an afterthought,” the court observed.
The judgment indicates the court might have pardoned him if he had
not delayed the apology. However, if ministers, all of them from the
Punjab, who have committed contempt, are pardoned, the court will be
criticized that it had punished a middle class senator from Sindh, but
failed to lay hands on powerful ministers from the Punjab. Legislators
and people of Sindh will raise the issue. On the other hand, if the court
punishes all of them, it will have to face criticism for being careless
about its use of authority. Even if the court pardons all contemnors,
there is also a possibility that the ruling party can use more ministers
and legislators to commit contempt, so that the court could be incited
and forced to take action against them. It will be a tricky situation for
the court, though it has many options at its disposal. According to experts, it can bar the media from telecasting and printing speeches of
firebrand ministers. If the ruling party still continues to target the judges,
the court can ordered the government to ban it. According to the Article
17 of the Constitution, “Every citizen, not being in the service of Pakistan, shall have the right to form or be a member of a political party,
subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of
the sovereignty or integrity of Pakistan and such law shall provide that
where the Federal Government declares that any political party has
been formed or is operating in a manner prejudicial to the sovereignty
or integrity of Pakistan, the Federal Government shall, within fifteen
days of such declaration, refer the matter to the Supreme Court whose
decision on such reference shall be final.” The court can ban the PMLN under the law if its leadership continues its tirade against the judiciary
and the establishment.
Even if all contemnors are convicted, it will be unfair if former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz are not punished under the contempt law, because they are leading a smear campaign against the judiciary. Perhaps, the court is sparing them because
it knows each of them will be sentenced to at least 14 years in jail and
disqualification for 10 years in corruption cases. An accountability court
is expected to announce its verdict in at least one case by the end of
this month. Verdicts in other cases will be announced after a gap of
weeks. It appears both have decided to make the most of the period
and commit contempt to the maximum level. It will be still unfair if the
court does not punish them for contempt.
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Judiciary

The revival of
judicial activism
Muhammad Zain

Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar has taken dozens of suo motu notices
in recent months. He has also visited hospitals in Lahore and Karachi
which was not taken well by politicians and lawyers, who advised him
to remove flaws in his institution and work for speedy and inexpensive
justice to the people. He does not believe in judicial activism, but his actions prove he wants to make a difference in Pakistan’s judicial history
through far-reaching reforms.
According to statistics, he has taken over 36 suo motu notices so far
and all of them were issues of public interest, except three contempt notices, taken against former Senator Nihal Hashmi and ministers Talal
Chaudhry and Daniyal Aziz. Nihal Hashmi has already been convicted.
The CJP’s important notices are on foreign wealth, VIP movement, the
Zainab murder case in Kasur and poor conditions at hospitals. In the
foreign bank accounts case, he observed that many Pakistanis in positions of power held accounts in foreign banks and they had been robbing
the country and transferring money abroad through illegal channels.
“The wealth deposited in overseas bank accounts is a national asset
and has to be brought back,” he observed and directed the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR), State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and Securities
and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) to submit details of
wealth stashed abroad by Pakistanis. He also directed the Intelligence
Bureau (IB), Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), Military Intelligence (MI)
and Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to provide information to the
court. The case could seal the fate of corrupt politicians and bureaucrats, if pursued with a resolve.
A notice of frequent roadblocks for VVIP movement in the country is
also an important issue of public interest. On his order, barricades were
removed from outside the residence of Hamza Shahbaz. He has announced that he would personally visit Lahore and Karachi to provide
relief to people from roadblocks and barricades. The Punjab police
sprang into action only after he took notice of the Zainab case in Kasur
and the accused was arrested after almost two weeks of the incident.
Following growing complaints of lack of facilities at public hospitals in
Lahore, he summoned medical superintendents of 19 hospitals in Lahore to appear before him with a detailed report on facilities at their respective facilities.
In a landmark step, the chief justice has decided to hear cases on
Saturdays and Sundays. He has also issued new policy guidelines to the
judiciary to check delays in cases and get rid of backlog. The guidelines
include directions that stay orders, rent, succession and other such cases
should be decided within a period of six months. The district judiciary has
been ordered to announce judgments in 30 days whereas High Courts
cannot reserve verdicts for more than three months. The National Judicial
Policymaking Committee (NJPC) has also decided to set up expert courts
to decide special cases such as rent, family and child care, etc. It has
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also recommended alternate dispute resolution methods to resolve common disputes of the general public in a timely and cost-efficient manner.
Effectively use of information technology is the hallmark of the policy to
clear the backlog. The committee has also sought improvement in the
existing process of serving notices, summons, etc., to check delays.
The NJPC also decided to reform the judicial sector for the provision
of speedy justice to the people of Pakistan. Judges have been ordered
to work with utmost dedication to address the problem of delay in disposal of cases and to clear backlog within available recourses. The parliament has also been directed to upgrade laws according to present
needs. The High Courts will continuously monitor the district judiciary to
know about reasons for delay in verdicts. To improve the criminal justice
system, the court has decided to improve the standards of investigation
and prosecution agencies, upgrade judicial academies, train judges,
publish bench books for judges for ready references to basic principles
of civil and criminal laws.
It appears the chief justice has started taking suo motu notices only
after introducing wide-ranging reforms in the judiciary. However, the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and the Pakistan People
Party (PPP) are concerned over the revival of judicial activism. They accuse the superior judiciary of interfering into the executive affairs. Some
have already started comparing him with former Chief Justice Iftikhar
Muhammad Cahudhry, who made headlines daily, but failed to transform
judicial activism into public service and speedy and inexpensive justice
to the common man. Lawyers are also worried about the appointment
of retired judges to oversee certain matters, which are being adjudicated
by the Supreme Court.
Lawyers are also divided on the return of suo motu notices. One
group says the approach is necessary to wake up the executive to discharge its responsibilities. They say one could object to the chief justice’s style of conducting proceedings, but his judgments are within the
parameters of the law. However, they urged him to ensure that his remarks and speeches are carefully worded because everything he says
is taken very seriously. They say the performance of the Law and Justice
Commission of Pakistan has also not been satisfactory for the last
decade and there is a dire need to revamp the institution for the delivery
of justice. They complain that the Judicial Commission of Pakistan rules
have not been reviewed to ensure transparency in the appointment of
judges despite demands of lawyers and their bodies. The process of accountability in the judiciary has also slowed down. The Supreme Judicial
Council, led by the chief justice, initiated misconduct proceedings
against few judges but the matter has been pending after two of them
challenged the SJC rules in the court. They suggest the chief justice
shift his focus only to improve the justice system as it is the area where
he can leave a lasting legacy in Pakistan.
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Governance

Is democracy on
track in Pakistan?
Raza Khan

With a new wave of judicial activism, the military’s adherence to its professional role, the civilian rulers defying both the military and judiciary while
the media hyperactive in the country as tribune, the most important question in today’s Pakistan is whether democracy in the country is on the right
track or the country’s experience with democracy would be short-lived.
The political situation in the country is fraught with contradictions. This
can be gauged from the fact that even the ruling party, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), having its government at the centre and the
largest province of the country, the Punjab, is crying foul. The party is complaining of the “unjustified” ouster of its founder and patron, Nawaz Sharif
as prime minister by the Supreme Court of Pakistan on the charges of not
being truthful while facing substantive charges of large-scale corruption.
Having all the state institutions under the federal government’s thumb sans
the higher judiciary and the military, the ouster of Sharif is, indeed, very
surprising. Because the Sharif family has had near totalitarian control over
various government departments thanks to at least 30 years of a continual
grip over power in the Punjab, the heartland of Pakistan. Now the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) under the direction and tutelage of the SCP
has taken up old and new corruption references and cases against the
Sharif family and there is a great likelihood that multiple cases might find
Sharif and his family guilty of financial corruption. Apparently, the Sharif
family, which still has one of its key members, Shahbaz Sharif working as
chief minister of the Punjab, seeing its political downfall, is trying to create
a perception within the public that the higher judiciary, NAB and other institutions are targeting the family. The family and its government ministers
in the federal government and the Punjab have indirectly pointed fingers
at the country’s security establishment for stage-managing the situation.
Obviously, sensing its possible political death round the corner, the
three-time prime minister Nawaz Sharif along with his henchmen and
henchwomen is trying to bring down the whole political system and the
democratic edifice. There is plausible reason for Sharifs to do that because
in the existing political system they would not have any scope to make a
political comeback; as they lose more power after the completion of the
tenures of the present federal and the Punjab government, NAB and other
agencies would emerge stronger and the corruption charges against them
might prove correct. So Sharifs think that the best way to save their skins
and to keep them relevant in politics and the political system of Pakistan,
is to call into question the key institutions of the system, specifically, the
judiciary and military. This does not augur well for the process of democracy in Pakistan; if the process gets derailed, it would be extremely difficult
for bringing it back on track.
Here it is important to note that there might be multiple weaknesses and
grave problems with the existing democratic political system of Pakistan
but whatever good we could see today unfolding in the shape of judicial
activism, the media’s watchdog role and the military’s distancing itself from
the political arena, is because of the continuity of the political process. Noticeably, it is the third successive government which would be completing
its tenure. Previously it was the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid led gov-
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ernment (2002-2007) and Pakistan People’s Party-led regime (2008-2013)
which completed their respective constitutional periods. There has been a
kind of unstable stability in the political system of Pakistan and this needs
to be acknowledged by all those who value democracy and people’s rights.
A key factor of instability in the country has been the unprecedented
wave of terrorism in the name of Islam. This wave which roughly commenced from 2007 and lasted till 2016 and still has not completely died
down has had undercut the capacity and performance of the parliament,
civilian bodies and has badly affected governance. This has been particularly so because the politicians have been the target of the terrorists, who
have maintained the democratic political dispensation as being against
their and the “people’s” interest. It was the parliament which created consensus regarding the state response to terrorists and extremists and it was
the parliamentary guidance and political ownership by all stakeholders
across the political spectrum which motivated the military to fight the terrorists.
So whatever might be the flaws of the existing political system, the way
forward for Pakistan is this system or, perhaps, another system arguably
presidential, but it has to be political. No dispensation driven by a technocracy, bureaucracy or the military is the answer to the functioning and
development of the state of Pakistan. This realization is very important for
the Pakistani masses and particularly the leadership. While this realization
seems to be extensively there within the higher judiciary of Pakistan and
can be ascertained from statements of Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar that
his institution, which is the guardian of the constitution, won’t let democracy
derail. Here it is also important to point towards the fact that the present
judicial activism is not by design but seems to be by default. The power
vacuum due to the bad governance in the country and lack of seriousness
on part of the federal government has sucked in the judiciary to induce the
administration to perform better.
It is heartening to see that the military, which in the past has usurped
state powers in Pakistan several times, is today avowedly all for democracy and the constitution of the democratic dispensation. This is the single
most important support to democracy in the country.
Although the media as a whole lacks the requisite intellectual capacity,
still its role in strengthening democracy has been commendable. The signs
of fatigue amongst the masses from political debate and discussions on
prime time TV shows may be there, but still these shows have played a
critical role in bringing on to the public’s and policymakers’ agenda relevant
political issues. The role of the media in the Panama corruption scandal
regarding the Sharif family has been historic. Politicians in the opposition
must understand that their importance has mainly been due to the media
support because, historically, the media has always challenged the wrongdoings of rulers in support of democratic forces.
Thus, there may be serious issues with the political system of the country and the quality of democracy in Pakistan leaves a lot to be desired, but
again the way forward is democracy. To address the ills of democracy there
should be more democracy, as has been wisely observed.
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Politics

Imran’s hurdles
Shahid Hussain
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan has won a legal battle
for his survival in the Supreme Court and hopes to win the general election.
However, he still faces some hiccups which will continue to trouble him
before and after the polls, even if he wins. The media and women, funded
by the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), will come up with new
reports and allegations to malign his image in Pakistan and abroad.
The intention of some media houses is already clear. They twist and
distort his words and interviews to create a bad impression about him. If
he says he has reformed the police, hospitals and schools in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, where his party rules, but it is still not enough and according
to international standards, the media blares out, “Imran accepts his failure
in KP.” It attempts to highlight issues in KP to prove that nothing has
changed in the province where the party with a slogan of change is ruling.
Two women, sponsored by the PML-N, are already out to defame him, his
former wife Reham Khan and estranged PTI MNA Ayesha Gulalai. Reham
believes he should be disqualified by the Supreme Court for “hiding their
marriage from the public for two months.” Reportedly, she is also writing a
book to defame him, which will be released weeks before the election. Gulalai has accused him of sending her “indecent” messages, but she has
not provided proof of her claim at any forum. It is said few more women
will come up against him with similar allegations ahead of elections.
Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was disqualified by the Supreme
Court of Pakistan after Imran Khan forced it to hear the Panama case following protests for months. The former prime minister and his party will
seek revenge and employ all possible resources to defame and stop him
from winning the next election. Some media houses, sponsored by the ruling party, are on the forefront against him. They twist and spin reports to
portray that he is a sympathizer of the Taliban and unfit to lead the country.
Few days ago, to a question by a journalist he said he was dangerous. It
became a headline of all news bulletins for the whole day and flashed by
newspapers the next day. The gist of the report was that he had himself
admitted that he was a bad guy.
Another report accused him of using helicopters of the KP government
illegally. It said the provincial government had spent millions of rupees on
the use of its two helicopters. “The PTI chief used the KP government's
helicopters free of charge for a total of 74 hours to travel approximately
18,000 kilometres. The provincial government recorded in its books a total
expense of Rs2.1 million at approximately Rs28,865 per hour for his 40
trips on two helicopters -- an Mi-171 and an Ecureuil. Similar trips using a
private helicopter would have cost the PTI chief tens of millions of rupees,”
it added. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) took notice of the report and ordered an inquiry against him and the chief minister. However,
the provincial government clarified that he had never used any official helicopter for his private and personal use. “Imran Khan never used the helicopters alone and he was always accompanied by ministers and advisers
on their official tours,” it said in a statement.
Then, Imran was accused of awarding tickets to billionaires for the Senate elections. A report said he had awarded tickets to Azam Swati, Khiyal
Zaman Orakzai, Ayub Afridi, Faisal Javed Rana, Fida Hussain, Abdul Latif
Yousufzai and Dr. Meher Taj Roghani, who were billionaires. His interview
to a British newspaper was twisted and moulded by the Pakistani media
to create an impression that he had no strategy for the development of
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Pakistan and only the Taliban and the establishment wanted to see him
as the next prime minister of the country. He talked about a wide-range of
issues but only negative aspects of his interview were highlighted.
Last month, the media launched a smear campaign against him over
his third marriage, which has not happened yet. He was accused of causing a split between his spiritual guide and her husband to pave the way
for his marriage with her. His morality was also questioned for “eying” his
spiritual leader during his visits to her residence. However, Imran Khan
broke his silence about his possible third marriage after speculation and
said he had only proposed to her through a common friend after her divorce and she had sought time to consult her family, especially her children, before making any decision.
Later, there was a series of interviews of his former wife Reham Khan
on news channels. She told a channel that she had left Pakistan after "receiving threats." She alleged that she had been receiving threatening
phone calls since September last year. She also shared with a news channel an audio recording of a person, who allegedly made intimidating statements to her coordinator, warning him against working with her. In another
interview, she wondered how the Supreme Court could declare him honest
when he had hid his marriage with her for over two months. “The Supreme
Court’s observation that he is kind-hearted does not match his character.
What can I say and what can I do if the highest court of law tags him as a
friendly and trustworthy person. I can only tell you based on my experience. I don’t know what measures or what rules they have applied,” she
observed. Ayesha Gulalai also appeared on many news channels but
failed to provide evidence of her claims. She has been exposed, like
Reham Khan. People will not believe them after they failed to bring substantial proof against him.
There is also a possibility that more women will level charges against
Imran as the election nears. More reports and details will emerge about
his personal life. Besides Reham’s book, there are also reports of some
people making documentaries to malign him. However, it appears no propaganda can work against him because his young and educated followers
have blind faith in him. They will not believe even if he kills somebody, considering it propaganda of the ruling party.
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Insurgency

Kabul-US nexus
of failure
Raza Khan

Of late two deadly terrorist attacks in Kurram Agency and Swat killed several
civilians and security forces personnel raising fears of a terrorist comeback
in both these regions of north-west Pakistan. In the first terrorist attack terrorists through a roadside bomb targeted the vehicle of members of a Shiite
family in Maqbal area of Kurram tribal district. Resultantly, eight people including three women and a child lost their lives. In the second incident on
February 3, 11 security forces personnel lost their lives in the Kabal area of
Swat in Khyber Pakhtunhwa province, when a suicide bomber ran into a army
sports area, killing several servicemen.
The two incidents are extremely important within the unfolding regional
context. It is important to note that the first terrorist attack in Kurram was not
owned by either the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) or the Islamic State
(IS). The Swat attack was claimed by the TTP. Last year too in Kurram a suicide attack in a vegetable market which had killed more than 20 people was
owned by the TTP.
The terrorist attacks in Pakistan occurred almost at the same time when
the terrorist spree continued in Afghanistan which killed more than 150 people
in at least three major attacks. Forty people were killed after Taliban fighters
attacked Intercontinental Hotel in Kabul on January 21. On January 25, another attack on Save the Children office in Jalalabad left at least six people
dead. In the deadliest of recent terrorist attacks in Afghanistan more than a
100 people were killed in a suicide attack in Kabul city centre. The attack left
at least 191 people wounded. The attack was claimed by the Afghan Taliban.
Furthermore on January 29, at least 11 soldiers were killed and 16 others
wounded in a pre-dawn attack on a military compound in Kabul. The attack
was claimed by IS. Afghanistan blamed Pakistan for all these terrorist attacks.
The IS does not have any strong presence in Pakistan and has not carried out any strikes here. The group has also not been able to stage largescale terrorist attacks in Pakistan. This means that the attacks in Pakistan,
of which one was claimed by the TTP, are backed by Kabul. Afghanistan
intelligence operatives may like to settle scores with Pakistan and, thus,
apparently have facilitated the terrorists. Pakistan’s Foreign Office
spokesman also stated that the Afghan connection was there in the Kurram
terrorist attack. Kabul since long has had alleged that its Taliban have been
getting official support from within Pakistan. However, Kabul could never
substantiate the claim sans only one incident when the Taliban head, Mullah
Akhtar Mansour was killed in a US drone attack in Balochistan, Pakistan.
It is quite well-known that the TTP commanders including Fazlullah is living
in safe havens inside Afghanistan and there have been strong indications
that he and other anti-Pakistan terrorist groups have received official patronage from Kabul. Apparently, the Kurram attack was conducted by
Afghanistan-based IS, which has a strong anti-Shiite agenda and by killing
members of the sect it wants to pit them against the Sunnis. There have
been reports in the international media that the Afghan National Directorate
of Intelligence (NDS) has been nurturing IS as its bigwigs consider it a counterpoise to the Afghan Taliban and also wants the group to foment trouble
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inside Pakistan. But this strategy is akin to playing with fire.
On its part US President Trump’s administration has also been blaming
Pakistan for supporting the Afghan Taliban, who have been behind instability
in the war-ravaged country. If it is accepted, for argument’s sake that Pakistan
is behind the Afghan Taliban, then the question arises what of the US and its
NATO allies, plus 300,000 Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF). Is the
US going to spend the next 100 years sitting in Kabul, blaming Pakistan? If
it is believed that Pakistan has been the source of succor and sustenance
for the Afghan Taliban than the recent statement of Pakistan Home Minister,
Ahsan Iqbal, is a historic opportunity for Washington and Kabul to seize the
moment. In his statement Mr. Iqbal said that there are more than three million
Afghans living as refugees in Pakistan and in this situation it is impossible to
ensure that certain anti-Afghan elements might not have used Pakistani soil.
Therefore, he suggested that if there was still any wrongdoing in which Pakistan-based Afghans have been involved, it is important to repatriate three
million Afghan refugees to their homeland after which Pakistan could guarantee there would be no Taliban and Haqqani Network elements operating
from inside Pakistan. Ahsan’s suggestion is, indeed, a cogent stand on the
part of Pakistan, regarding the allegations against Pakistan by Afghanistan
and the US. However, the US has reportedly refused to assist Pakistan in
repatriating millions of Afghan refugees to their country. In the meanwhile,
Pakistan has given yet another extension in stay to registered Afghan
refugees in Pakistan till the end March this year. The earlier deadline of January 31, 2018 expired. It is good that in Pakistan’s policy circles there is clarity
of mind that Afghan refugees not only are a great burden on our national resources but elements among them have been used by anti-Pakistan groups
to create trouble inside Pakistan. Whereas, the same refugees’ presence has
been made use of by Kabul to blame Pakistan for nourishing Afghan Taliban.
So, Pakistan has made a very sound offer to the US and Kabul for putting
an end to any presence of Afghan miscreants on its soil. However, it remains
to be seen what would be the response of Washington and Afghanistan to it.
Kabul has already requested Pakistan to grant extensive permission of stay
to millions of Afghan refugees on its soil. On its part, as mentioned earlier,
Washington is not interested in repatriation of Afghan refugees. Whether
Kabul likes it or not and Washington is supportive of the move or not, Pakistan
in its national interest must send all Afghans back to their country without any
further delay.
Insofar as the relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan, especially
within the context of war against terrorism are concerned, at least the two
countries have made a new beginning by holding secretary-level talks under
the Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan for Peace and Solidarity (APAPPS).
Islamabad made an astute diplomatic gesture by holding the first meeting of
the APAPPS in Kabul. The plan had been proposed by Pakistan, and
Afghanistan reluctantly accepted to become part of it. However, keeping in
view Kabul’s harsh and delusional anti-Pakistan policy, one is not very optimistic about the success of this initiative.
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Economics

FBR drags its feet on
tax reform
Tariq Waseem

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi recently asked the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) to increase revenue collections under the existing tax
laws as well as broaden the tax net. This is not the first time that such directives have been issued but little has so far been done to implement tax
laws and broaden the taxation base. The main issue is sloth on the part of
the taxation machinery. For instance, under the Income Tax Ordinance on
those who own urban land or a flat above a certain covered area, as well
as several professional groups, including members of chambers of commerce and industry, engineering council and medical associations, etc.,
are required to file income tax returns annually even if all their income is
exempt from imposition of income tax. This includes even those whose income is sourced to agricultural income (which remains outside the ambit
of the FBR according to the constitution).
The objective was to enable the FBR to assess whether the entire income of the filer is from a source that is not subject to tax or whether part of
it is taxable. But, according to a report, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
is delaying on reform measures which were originally designed to block all
loopholes in the tax administration system leading to revenue losses. The
reform measures were evolved as part of the Tax Reforms Commission’s
recommendations and were tasked to the Tax Implementation Reform Committee. This committee which has a representation from the private sector
was not taken on board seriously by the tax authority’s top management.
Several meetings were held on all crucial reform measures but they still
await approval for implementation despite the lapse of several months.
One of the reform measures relates to the introduction of forensic audit
for major companies, especially the telecom sector. The second big reform
proposal was the introduction of electronic monitoring of tobacco products.
Originally, it was agreed to introduce a track and trace system for the tobacco industry from the start of the current fiscal year.The committee also
finalised the system for curtailing tax evasion in the tobacco industry but
some FBR officials are blocking the proposal. It is estimated that more
than Rs30 billion per annum revenue was lost due to tax evasion in the
tobacco industry. It was also agreed to establish data connectivity with
other departments for bringing more people under the tax net but progress
on this account is very slow.
According to the source, State Bank of Pakistan is willing to provide
data on withholding taxes to the FBR. However, the response from the
FBR is negative. The withholding agents withhold taxes but do not submit
the same into the government exchequer. Another proposal was regarding
the offer from Pakistan Banking Association on data sharing with the tax
department. TIRC also recommended registration of Rs25,000 and
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Rs40,000 bonds to check whitening of black money through these bonds.
But the government has not yet moved to implement this reform measure.
The FBR high ups are also opposing the introduction of single page income tax return form. The current FBR team is only interested in temporary
measures to raise money for achieving the revenue target.
Those who do not file returns are subjected to payment of 0.6 percent
, a component of the 2015 Finance Act which was initially reduced but is
now charged at that rate. This rule stipulates that every "banking company
shall collect advance adjustable tax from a non-filer at the time of sale of
any instrument" (inclusive of cheques and pay orders) and "transfer of any
sum" through paper or electronic means "where the sum total of payments
for all transactions ... exceed fifty thousand rupees in a day". The application of this law has led to lower bank deposits and fuelled a cash economy
that has increased the size of the informal economy. The non-filers prefer
to pay the non-filer rate (with the differential between filer and non-filer increasing with each subsequence Finance Act) on a number of transactions/services rather than file their returns as they not only complain about
the complexity of the form for filing returns (and the continued duration of
filing when the filer is technically no longer eligible to file, for example, after
retirement) but also have extreme reservations of the abuse of power of
FBR staff.
The question is how to raise revenue so that the government is able to
reduce its reliance on borrowing (domestically and from abroad) to meet
its growing development and other expenditures. There are several ways
to broaden the tax base. Agriculture is a major window. Another important
source is the income of professionals like doctors, accountants and
lawyers. Research studies have als shown that our collections from the
stock market are very low - around 5 to 6 billion rupees per annum. India
for example, generates more than 100 billion rupees from its stock market.
The overriding need is to reform the tax structure and improve the tax administration to boost revenue in the long run.
According to experts, the main reason for failure to raise tax revenue is
that the focus has been on raising total tax collections by any means, instead of trying to improve the tax structure by making it more fair, easy, simple and equitable. The effort should be to increase the number of income
taxpayers rather than put more the burden on the existing taxpayers who
are mostly salaried persons and have their tax cut at source as well as on
the corporate/productive sector). Increasing the withholding tax which is
mainly on transactions rather than on income and which now accounts for
75 percent of all direct tax collections is in effect a sales tax which is an indirect tax whose incidence on the poor is greater than on the rich.
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Education

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa:
Much more left to do
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The Economist, a London-based English-language weekly paper, said in
its January 4, 2018 publication: “Pakistan is home to the most frenetic education reforms in the world.”
The magazine-format paper specifically mentioned KhyberPakhtunkhwa and Punjab provinces as far as development in the education sector is concerned. The report claimed that education reforms in
these two provinces are happening at a pace that is “hardly seen anywhere
in the world” – something other developing countries could learn from.
Nadia Naviwala of the Wilson Centre, a think-tank, suggested in the
report that data-driven reforms in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa may have a better
chance of success, since they are less dependent on the whims of a single
minister.
Taimur Khan Jhagra, an educationist, claims to have “closely observed
the education reforms in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (from 2011 to 2017), which
were supported by UK’s Department for International Development (DfID)”.
In a telephonic talk with Cutting Edge, he said that the public sector education in the province, currently being ruled by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
led coalition, has changed significantly for the better over this period.
The province, he believes, has “improved a great deal from a very low
base”, and what has happened is an achievement worth a celebration. He
lists a number of things which have changed in the province: ghost schools
have been almost completely eliminated; teacher and student attendance
rates have gone up significantly; and basic facilities (toilets, drinking water,
boundary walls and electricity) are now widely available. His list is a little
more lengthy: “There is a functional and reasonably independent monitoring system in place in the province and the management now visits schools
and feels more accountable.
“Budgets are increasing and a larger proportion of the budget is actually
spent. The recruitment of teachers is now merit-based and conducted
through an independent test administered by the National Testing Service
(NTS).”
Mr. Jhagra says that the leadership is playing a crucial role in bringing
about improvements in the KP education sector. A number of stakeholders
are involved in the leadership role including the chief minister, the education minister and the elementary education department, who help take action on the party chief Imran Khan’s vision of transforming education, he
claims.
That’s why Ms. Naviwala believes that data-driven reforms in the
province may have a better chance of success, as they are less dependent
on the whims of a single minister.
However, on the contrary, the picture painted by various other reports
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Also, under the 18th
Amendment, the provincial
governments were supposed to
establish their own higher
education commissions (HECs).
Until now, the provincial
government has failed to
make substantial progress
on this front.
on the education sector of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province is not very bright.
Around 1.5 million children, from five to 16 years, are still out of school in
the province, according to a survey, conducted in 2017 by the Elementary
and Secondary Education Department of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. Of them,
the age of 0.6 million children is five to 10 years while 0.9 million children,
who are not going to school, are 11 to 16 years old. However, various unofficial reports put the number of out-of-school children in KP at 2.5 million.
Instead of enrolling more children, a report disclosed that the number
of out-of-school children in the province increased in year 2016. The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER-Pakistan 2016), said that 86% of
all school-aged children, between six to16 years-of-age, were enrolled in
schools across the province.
Of these, 73% of children were enrolled in government schools, while
27% were attending non-state institutions including 26% in private schools
and one per cent attending madrasas. Over the past year, it noted that the
overall number of out-of-school children in the province had increased by
a percentage point.
The report showed that in 2015, there were 13% of children who were
not in school. This figure, the report showed, had increased to around 14%
in 2016. According to the report, 9% of children have never enrolled in a
school while a further 5% have dropped out of different schools of the
province for various reasons.
Another report, published in English-language daily, Dawn, on Decem-
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ber 11, 2017, revealed that the Elementary and Secondary Education Department closed down around 1,000 government primary schools across
the province in 2017 owing to low enrolment and shifted their students to
the nearest schools.
According to the report, the abandoned school buildings, which had
cost billions of rupees, were constructed by the Education Department at
unfeasible places and in violation of criteria merely on the directives of the
then rulers to oblige their voters. Most of the closed schools were located
in the rural areas. The number of closed schools in Peshawar was 45, in
Mansehra 100, in Abbottabad 65, in Bannu 60, in Battagram 90, in Kohistan 87, in Charsadda 58, in Chitral 55, in Mardan 60, in Haripur 60, in
Swabi 55, in Lakki Marwat 60, in Dera Ismail Khan 12, in Malakand 15, in
Swat 10, in Tank 10, in Torghar seven and in Nowshera four.
The province, like other federating units of the country, also failed to
allocate a UN recommended minimum of 4% of GDP for the sector. The
provincial government, in its fifth annual budget, allocated Rs127.91 billion
for education sector, which was just over 2% of the GDP. Out of which,
Rs115.92 billion were allocated for primary and secondary schools, and
Rs6.32 billion for higher education, making a total increase of 18% in the
education budget compared with the last year.
And no wonder that the provincial government, despite tall claims, has
failed to provide missing facilities in all educational institutions even in four
years. According to the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Annual Statistical Report of
Government Schools, nearly 10,000 out of 27,000 schools are without
basic facilities due to shortage of funds. The total number of functional
government schools in KP is 27,261, out of which 22,044 are primary
(13,579 male and 8,456 female) and 5,217 are secondary schools (3,208
male and 2,009 female).
The total number of teachers in these schools is 125,265 (81,344 male
and 43,921 female, out of which 70,876 are in primary schools, 15,207 in
middle, 28,186 in high and 10,996 in government higher secondary
schools.), according to the report.
The Independent Monitoring Unit of the provincial government, which
collects data for all key performance indicators for schools on a monthly
basis, says that nearly 30% schools have no electricity facility, 17% have
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no facility of water, seven per cent are without boundary walls while eight
per cent have no toilet facility for either staff or students.
As far as legislation under Article 25-A of the Constitution of Pakistan
is concerned, the province showed a lot of slackness. After the 18th
Amendment, the education sector has been devolved to the provinces.
Under the law, KP, like the other four provinces, was bound to legislate on
the Right to Education (RTE) in pursuance of the said article.
However, the provincial assembly fulfilled its constitutional obligation
after over four years. On February 5, 2017, the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
cabinet approved a bill proposing that primary and secondary education
be made compulsory for all children between five to 16 years of age. Under
the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Free Compulsory Primary and Secondary Education Act, 2017, education will be imparted free of cost in all public sector
educational institutions. "Parents would be punishable with imprisonment
up to one month or fine which may extend up to Rs100 per day or with
both for not sending their children to schools," the Act says. Also, the government will establish an authority for ensuring attendance in schools.
Interestingly, the education department is yet to frame the “Rules of
Business” to implement the law, passed by the cabinet. Keeping in view
its pace of work in the sector, it seems almost impossible to make the
Rules of Business to implement the law practically, at least in the next one
year, when its constitutional term ends.
Also, under the 18th Amendment, the provincial governments were
supposed to establish their own higher education commissions (HECs).
Until now, the provincial government has failed to make substantial
progress on this front.
In such circumstances, no wonder if dozens of universities and colleges
all across the country remained without a head through most part of the
year 2017. No regular vice-chancellors and pro-vice-chancellors were appointed to top 10 universities and colleges of the province for months.
These universities and colleges were: University of Peshawar, University
of Engineering and Technology Peshawar, University of Swat, Kohat University of Science and Technology, University of Swabi, Bacha Khan University Charsadda, Khushal Khan Khattak University Karak, Malakand
University and University of Science and Technology Bannu.
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Media

Parameters of
media influence
Faheem Amir

Man has been gifted with an insatiable curiosity, indomitable will, limitless speaking and writing skills, and other creative propensities. Being
a social animal, he does not live alone as he depends on others for fulfilling his various needs. This dependence on others for sustaining life
on this planet has given birth to language, family, tribe, village, society,
city, province and country. For satisfying the curiosity to know more and
more about other fellow beings, locality and the world, man has invented press, print and electronic media, including social media.
The power of the press, print and electronic media is an established
truth. With the power of the press, many nations of the world have shattered the chains of slavery and achieved independence from colonial
powers. Many nations have reached the acme of progress and prosperity by using the press and media positively, responsibly and productively. In the subcontinent, Sir Syed Ahmad Khan’s Scientific Society
and Tahzibul-Akhlaq, Abdul Halim Sharar’s Muhazzab, Maulana
Muhammad Ali Johar’s Comrade and Hamdard, Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad’s Al-Hilal , Maulana Zafar Ali Khan’s Zamindar, Hameed Nizami’s
Nawa-i-Waqt, Dawn founded by Quaid-e-Azam and Pakistan Times by
Mian Iftikhar are the names of some newspapers and magazines which
have played a pivotal role in the creation of Pakistan. With the mighty
power of press, these great Muslim leaders, writers, thinkers and journalists defeated the British Raj by educating, informing and guiding the
Muslims of the subcontinent.
It is also a fact that, now, our world has turned into a global village
due to the different channels of mass communication. Due to this, an
information revolution has taken place. All the geographical boundaries
have been removed and there are no more iron curtains in the world.
The people of the world have not only become more informed but also
addicted to the media, including print, electronic and social. There is a
cultivation theory proposed by George Gerbner which suggests that
"TV is responsible for shaping, or 'cultivating' viewers' conceptions of
social reality". So, all the powerful and technologically advanced countries like America, England, France, Russia, etc., are using the media
to control the people of the world by changing their ideas, behaviour
and attitude. The media has also become an important part of Psychological Warfare, which, is also called a fifth generation war. According
to Yuri Bezmenov (former KGB agent) and author of Deception Was
My Job, "the media has tremendous power. Who gave them this power
? They have the power to 'Rape your mind'".
Napoleon Bonaparte also aptly said, “Four hostile newspapers are
more to be feared than a thousand bayonets”. In this age of mass com-
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There are many anchors who
are not well-read, professional
or have research experience.
They do not carry out serious
investigative reporting. They
just use sensationalism to get
popularity among the people.
While, some anchors are antigovernment. They are exposing
the corruption of the PML-N
government. The government
ministers, officials and the
PML-N's supporters dislike
them.
munication and computerised world, Julian Paul Assange , an AustrianEcuadoran computer programmer and the founder of WikiLeaks, has
exposed the dark face and clandestine activities of America in the countries of the world through WikiLeaks. This exposure forced America to
tender apologies to England and other countries for indulging in clandestine activities in their countries. Edward Joseph Snowden, former
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the National Security Agency
employee, has also leaked classified information from the National Security Agency (NSA) to journalists Glenn Greenwald, Laura Poitras and
Ewen MacAskill. "His disclosures revealed numerous global surveillance programs, many run by the NSA and the Five Eyes Intelligence
Alliance with the cooperation of telecommunication companies and European governments". Snowden's disclosures have unmasked many
countries, including America, that are breaking privacy rights of their
people.
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No true democracy can flourish in a country without a free and responsible media. It becomes a watchdog in a democratic country as it
not only appreciates the good works of the government but also criticizes its bad and anti-people policies. It also exposes corruption in the
system. The Watergate scandal's investigative coverage by The Washington Post, forced President Richard Nixon to resign in 1974. Now, the
International Consortium of Investigative Journalists have come out
with the Panama Leaks and Paradise Papers which have revealed the
corruption of many powerful people and rulers of the world, including
Nawaz Sharif and his family.
In Pakistan, the media, especially electronic, is very popular. There
are around 36 TV channels in Pakistan. They are means of informing
the public. Pakistanis love to watch political talk shows. This is good
for Pakistani society and democracy. Through these talk shows, a culture of free debate and discussion is developing in society. These
shows are also informing, educating and guiding the people of Pakistan.
But, there are also some negative things which are having pernicious effects on the people. Due to the success and power of the media
, many businessmen, exploiters, corrupt people, anchors and managers
with no background in journalism, have joined the electronic media
world. Their sole purpose is quick and easy money and fame. Some
corrupt people want to cover their corruption through this powerful tool.
Rasul Bakhsh Rais, a columnist, writes : "Investigative journalism is a
weaker part of the profession for obvious reasons of big personal risks
and a general apathy towards powerful new ‘elites’ that have become
fabulously rich by selling education, fake degrees or running industries.
In many cases, a channel or channels have become a political means
of protection, intimidation and influence peddling to cover up the questionable wealth of owners. There are also other motives, agendas and
powerful political interests behind some media houses".
There are many anchors who are not well-read, professional or have
research experience. They do not carry out serious investigative reporting. They just use sensationalism to get popularity among the people.
While, some anchors are anti-government. They are exposing the corruption of the PML-N government. The government ministers, officials
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and the PML-N's supporters dislike them. So, there is a division in the
media world in Pakistan. Some TV channels are pro-government. They
just want to get more and more ads from the government. Anti-government TV channels suffer because the government does not give them
ads.
Dr. Shahid Masood, a famous TV ‘anchor’, is not only against the
PML-N government but also the PPP government in Sindh. He openly
declares that the ruling elite is the real enemy of democracy and Pakistan. Due to his views, his talk show is very popular among the people
of Pakistan. Sometimes, he also creates sensationalism by breaking
news. After the rape and murder of Zainab in Kasur, Dr. Shahid Masood has triggered fear and anxiety with his sensational disclosure that
Imran Ali, the man arrested for the rape and murder of little Zainab, is
a member of a larger network of paedophiles that is working in Pakistan
and other countries. In Pakistan, powerful people, including one federal
minister, are running and protecting this nefarious business. He also
claimed that Imran had more than 37 local and foreign currency accounts. He also appealed to the Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar to take
notice of these revelations. The chief justice summoned him to the court
the next day where Dr. Masood gave the chief justice some account
numbers and the name of a federal minister involved in this racket of
child abuse in Kasur. The next day the State Bank of Pakistan announced that Imran Ali had no account.
Then, while hearing the suo motu case of the rape and murder of
Zainab at the Lahore Registry of the Supreme Court, Mian Saqib Nisar
formed a joint investigation team to probe the claims of Shahid Masood,
regarding Imran Ali, the prime suspect in Zainab case. He said the JIT
headed by the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) Director General
Bashir Memon would look into the claims made by the anchor.
If the claims of Dr. Shahid Masood prove true, then it will be a very
big news in the history of the Pakistani media. It would increase the
image and popularity of Dr. Shahid Masood among the people many
times over. But, if the news proves fake, then the Supreme Court should
take stern action against the anchor. However, one has to wait and see
how this case plays itself out, and whether it has any seminal effect on
the conduct of the putative pundits in the media.
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War

Kabul attacks:
Plot against Pakistan?
Farooq Ashraf
In a latest development the United States has ruled out quick talks with the
Afghan Taliban following a wave of bloody large-scale attacks in Kabul on a
military academy, on an Afghan army battalion and on the Hotel Pearl Continental which killed over 200 people. Though the Afghan Taliban and Daesh
have claimed the responsibility for the bloody attacks, yet the Afghan government is, directly and indirectly, blaming Pakistan “for providing sanctuaries
and safe havens” to the terrorists who are conducting attacks in Kabul.
Andre Vitchek, a war correspondent who was in Kabul, painted in his recent article “Is Kabul falling?” a gory picture of the Afghan capital, saying
“Afghanistan is now facing mortal danger. It has to survive but it is not clear
how it can manage.” Afghan President Ashraf Ghani recently gave an interview to a foreign journalist and in utter dismay said the Afghan capital can
fall in three days and the Afghan National Army might collapse in six months’
time if the USA left Afghanistan. Former President Hamid Karzai in a tweet
accused “a foreign country” of harbouring the terrorists who are attacking in
Kabul. He asked for immediate action against “that country.”
In the most blatant and glaring accusation, the Afghanistan’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Mahmoud Saikal
said that the Pakistan Army is supplying military equipment to the Taliban
and the terrorists involved in the Kabul hotel attack were trained in Balochistan. Pakistan has vehemently denied the allegation and observers believe
that Pakistan is not capable of doing so, particularly at a time when Islamabad
is striving to convince Washington to desist from opting for a military solution,
but to find a negotiated settlement in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan Times in an editorial urges the US administration to take direct action and eliminate safe havens of the terrorists enjoying sanctuaries
in Pakistan. “Despite pressures on Pakistan asserted by the US President
Donald Trump’s administration, NATO and regional community, Pakistanbased terrorist groups including the Taliban and the notorious Haqqani network continue as instruments for terrorist and destructive activities across
Afghanistan. These terrorist groups have been enjoying safe sanctuaries,
training and fundraising centers in big cities of Pakistan including the Tribal
Region, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.”
Most of the news analyses and reports appearing in the international
press aim their criticism at Pakistan suggesting “punitive” action against the
country. Back in Washington, US Senator Rand Paul was all set to introduce
legislation seeking a permanent ban of $2 billion civilian assistance to Pakistan. The bill recommends redirecting the said funds, amounting to $1.28bn
from the State Department and $852 million from the United States Agency
for International Development to the Highway Trust Fund. Earlier, following
President Trump’s January 1 tweet, the United States has already stopped
the Coalition Support Fund, military aid and civilian assistance to Pakistan.
The international community, intelligentsia and defence observers see a
method of “madness” behind the series of attacks in Kabul. Smelling a well
thought out “plot” to implicate Pakistan and find a reason to launch incursions
against Pakistan, they observe, “it is next to impossible that Daesh or Taliban
would carry out attack after attack and that too on sensitive targets as well
without any worthwhile resistence. How is it possible that the United States
that has massive intelligence presence, both land and aerial, is unable to get
information on such well-planned attacks?” Rex Tillerson has warned that
those who support terrorists or offer sanctuaries to them will no longer be tol-
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erated. “The statement is understandably aimed at Pakistan and should leave
no doubt about what plans the United States has for the region.”
Saner elements, however, advise the Trump administration to eschew
the path of resorting to the use of force as this has miserably been failed to
produce any results in the past. Laurel Miller in a recent article under the caption “The United States and Pakistan: Best Frenemies Forever?”, says “the
United States needs a strategy in Afghanistan and policy towards Pakistan
based on the best Pakistani behaviour it can have, not the Pakistani behavior
it wants to have.” The United States, it says, is once again ratcheting up the
pressure on Pakistan to fall in line with the US policy in Afghanistan by ending
the Afghan Taliban’s enjoyment of safe haven. Unsurprisingly, Pakistan is
once again pushing back. Amid the mistrust, mutual recrimination, and stale
narratives that have increasingly characterized the US-Pakistan relationship
in recent years, there is one Pakistani talking point I have heard routinely
from officials that should be taken at face value: Pakistan does not intend to
fight the Afghan war on Pakistani soil. “New political tensions and demands
will create opportunities for Pakistan to build up other relationships in the region at US expense.”
That’s why Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khurram Dastagir Khan underscored recently when he spoke of a regional recalibration of the country’s
foreign and security policy, including looking towards Moscow and Beijing for
military supplies.
Daily Times in its January 30 editorial said “many in Pakistan fear that
there may be method behind the American ‘madness’; with some arguing
that aid cuts represent the first step towards this end.” It argues that the latest
American cash manoeuvrings are widely being seen by some as sowing the
seeds of economic chaos; that preferred first step in the path to overseas
regime change. “We are seeing possible and interlinked edeavours to destabilize this country to the point of Afghanistan.”
President Trump’s announcement of “No Talks” with the Taliban came
despite the ongoing sincere efforts by China and Pakistan to bring the Taliban
to the negotiating table and reach a reconciliation. Recently China hosted
the talks with the presence of Pakistan and Afghanistan’s foreign ministers.
The Chinese leadership managed to bring warmness in the ties of both the
countries. Earlier this month, a meeting of the Taliban’s Qatar delegation has
already taken place in Islamabad with the Pakistani officials, in which the Taliban had agreed to come to the table to initiate talks with the US; however,
they had refused to hold talks with the Afghan government.
It obviously means that President Trump’s abrupt decision, in the backdrop of series of attacks in Kabul, has buried the hopes of seeking the solution through parleys. This also aims at frustrating the honest efforts being
made by Pakistan. The five-member Qatar-Taliban delegation that included
Shahabuddin Dilawar and Malawi Rasool, showed its willingness to hold the
dialogue and find ways for political settlement to end the ongoing violence in
the country. Apparently, peace efforts are being scuttled. The situation is
being deliberately taken to a point of no return.
The question is, what would happen if the US, in collaboration with India,
resorts to taking what it terms “punitive” military action against Pakistan? This
is likely to be catastrophic and the magnitude of it is not being realized. The
Afghan imbroglio is reaching a boiling point and the region will be on the
verge of a volcano if this “madness” is not stopped now.
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Your View
Lyari Expressway: facts

Afghan stand
AFGHAN President Ashraf Ghani once again accused Pakistan, in a tele-

NOW that the Lyari Expressway project is finally

vised address to his nation, of abetting the insurgent Taliban against his

complete, the popular myth is that the LEW project

country.This is not the first time he has accused Pakistan of carrying out ter-

was initiated in 2002 during Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s

ror attacks on Afghan soil. After every attack in Afghanistan, the high-ups of

reign. The project was presented for the first time in

that country raise fingers at Pakistan without any rhyme or reason. Pakistan,

the Karachi Development Plan for 1986. However, it

justifiably, doesn’t want to see the growing Indian leverage in Afghanistan

was shelved. A decade later in 1996, the then KMC

which could, undoubtedly, undermine the security interests of the country.The

Adminstator, Faheem Zaman Khan, initiated the

death of about 130 people in Kabul over the past week caused a great pain

LEW project. On many an occasion, he would be

not only to Afghans but also to Pakistanis who share the same religious be-

seen personally bulldozing encroachments in and

liefs, sentiments, common objectives, culture and civilisation with their

alongside the riverbed. This was not liked by the

Afghan brethren.Yet it is sad to see that the Afghan government always

many vested quarters and Mr. Zaman was removed

blames Pakistan.We have suffered as much as has Afghanistan in the war

from his post. A consortium of local and international

on terror and, therefore, it is unjustified to hold Pakistan responsible for these

firms was awarded a letter of intent in 1996. This

explosions which emanates mostly from lapses of the Afghan security per-

consortium went for the project’s financial close with

sonnel.It is time Afghanistan stopped hurling unfounded and unwarranted ac-

a Chinese company as the lowest bidder at a cost of

cusations at Pakistan for its own failure to maintain law and order in the

Rs1.6 billion. Hurdles were created in the project and

country.

it was eventually shelved. The project was reinitiated
Naqeeb Hussain

by Gen. Musharraf in 2001 and the consortium was

Parachinar

approached by the government to share its design.
However, later this consortium was shown the door
and the government executed the LEW project. Initiated in 1996 it was completed in 2018. A project sup-

Tobacco as bioenergy

posed to have cost Rs1.6 billion, used Rs 23 billion
in government funding for its completion.

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA produces about 77 per cent of all tobacco leaf grown

M. Faiz Kidwai

in Pakistan. The province also produces nearly all of Pakistan’s flue-cured Vir-

Karachi

ginia (FCV) and light air-cured (Burley) tobacco types. Pakistan is now the seventh largest producer of FCV tobacco in the world. One acre of tobacco can yield
up to 80 wet tonnes of biomass. All the byproducts, including sugars, oils and proteins, can be used in products ranging from biofuel and animal feed to soil
amendments (nutrients added to improve soil). Tobacco is grown in Pakistan on

LHWs still suffering

around 0.25pc of total irrigated land. The crop plays an important role in the coun-

THE Lady Health Workers (LHW) programme was in-

try’s economy by generating income and employment through its farming, manu-

troduced in 1994 by Benazir Bhutto under the PPP

facturing, distribution and retail. The earning from export proceeds of tobacco and

government. Lady Health Workers in all provinces go

its products fell to Rs1.52bn in 2014-15 from Rs2.33bn in the year 2009-10, a de-

to unreachable areas. And yet, they are treated as if

cline of 35pc. This fall showcases structural and policy issues prevalent in the

their just demands do not matter. Although lady health

sector. Data compiled by the Pakistan Tobacco Board shows a workforce of

workers know the fact that their lives would be in dan-

350,000, directly and indirectly employed within the tobacco industry.

ger during field campaigns, they go from door-to-door

The sector generates an annual income of around Rs300bn and is a source of

to save children from diseases. Irregular salaries, job

livelihood for 1.2m people.

insecurity and fear of attacks and abuse by the peo-

Official data shows that Pakistan exported 4.27m kg of tobacco to 21 countries in

ple they encounter are among the problems they

2014-15 against 6.67m kg in the previous year, a decline of 36pc. The decline

face. It has been two and a half decades but, unfortu-

was also seen in exports of cigarettes which fell to 30.41m in 2014-15 from

nately, the Sindh government is not ready to take any

83.96m in the previous year, a decline of 64pc. Vast and sincere efforts are

positive step in their favour. The Supreme Court has

needed to exploit such hidden agricultural boom.

taken many a suo motu notice regarding LHW issues

Pakistan may produce enormous quantity of biofuel to curtail the fuel shortage .
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but their service has not been regularised.

Ghulam Sarwar Soomro

Abdul Rehman

Mirpurkhas

Mirpurkhas
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Injection helps the immune system
obliterate tumors, at least in mice
Mitch LeslieJan
Our immune cells
can destroy tumors,
but sometimes they
need a kick in the
pants to do the job. A
study in mice describes a new way to
incite these attacks
by injecting an immune-stimulating
mixture directly into tumors. The shots trigger the animals’ immune system to eliminate not only the injected tumors, but also other tumors in
their bodies.
“This is a very important study,” says immunologist Keith Knutson of the
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida, who wasn’t connected to the research. “It provides a good pretext for going into humans.” To bring the
wrath of the immune system down on tumors, researchers have tried
shooting them up with a variety of molecules and viruses. So far, however, almost every candidate they’ve tested hasn’t worked in people.
Hoping to develop a more potent approach, medical oncologist Ron Levy
of Stanford University in Palo Alto, California, and colleagues used mice
to test the cancer-fighting capabilities of some 20 molecules, including
several types of antibodies that activate immune cells. The researchers
first induced tumors by inserting cancer cells just below the skin at two
different locations on the animals’ abdomens. After tumors started growing at both sites, the scientists injected the molecules, alone or in combination, into one tumor in each mouse. They then tracked the responses
of both tumors.
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The real culprit behind snowmelt
floods isn’t temperature — it’s dirt
Roni Dengler
Every spring in the western
United States, snow melts
off mountains, feeding
rivers with surges of water
that can cause disastrous
floods. But warm weather
isn’t the main culprit, a new
study finds. Instead, dusty
soil that sticks to snow can
darken it and accelerate its melting. The findings could establish a new
way of forecasting snowmelt flooding—and suggest that the current prediction system has been getting it all wrong.
The work is “groundbreaking,” says Adrian Harpold, a hydrologist at the
University of Nevada in Reno who wasn’t involved with the study. “Dust is
a really big deal for snowpack.” The desert regions of states from Colorado
to California rely on snowpack as a natural water reservoir. In the spring,
for example, melting snow feeds the headwaters of the Colorado River, a
crucial source for irrigation, hydroelectricity, and drinking water for at least
27 million people in seven states. Current snowmelt forecasts, which depend heavily on air temperature, get it wrong by as much as 40%. That
means critical decisions about water allocation often have to be made at
the last minute.
Tom Painter, a snow hydrologist with NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena, California, wanted to make the predictions better. He knew from
previous research that dust from the deserts of Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico—dry red and gray soil that blows over to the Rocky Mountains—can accelerate melting and shorten snow cover there by more than a month.
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You've lost the weight. How soon before it comes back?
Serena Gordon
If you've just shed a lot of pounds, you might want to hold off on buying a
new wardrobe full of "thin" clothes.
That's because new research finds that lost weight starts creeping back almost immediately after a diet stops. “We noticed that individuals transitioned
from a weight loss intervention immediately to weight gain," said Kathryn
Ross, of the University of Florida, Gainesville, College of Public Health and
Health Professions. As to why weight started to come back so quickly, Ross
said, "There are a lot of different reasons. There's not an easy answer." It
may be that people need a specific maintenance intervention where the
focus shifts from how to lose weight to how to maintain that loss.
Ross said people also need to understand how challenging the environment
is, and how it's geared to weight gain because of the easy and seemingly endless access to high-calorie foods. People also get a lot of positive reinforcement when they're losing weight. Family and friends probably comment on
what a great job the dieter's doing. Once weight loss is done, however, no one
pats you on the back and says, "Hey, great job maintaining your weight!" said
Ross, an assistant professor in the clinical and health psychology department.
There are also physiologic and metabolic changes that may make it easier

to regain weight if you're not following some sort of dietary plan, said dietitian Samantha Heller. She's with NYU Langone Health in New York City.
"Weight loss and maintenance are tough," Heller said. "Bodies like hanging
on to weight. And when dieting, if you're too hungry, our bodies think no
food is available. So the body encourages you to eat more."

Salt may affect the brain and memory
Matt McMillen
Salt has for years been cited as a cause of high blood pressure. Now
new research suggests high-salt diets may harm your brain, too.
The latest study to show a link between a high-salt diet and memory
and thinking problems was done in mice. But earlier research on humans suggests a link between high-salt diets and brain health as well.
In the newest study, researchers fed mice either 8 or 16 times the normal amount of salt in their diet. Within 8 to 12 weeks, the mice showed
signs of memory and thinking problems. They had trouble telling new
and familiar objects apart. It got harder for them to get through mazes.
And they couldn't build a nest as well. These behaviors are all central
to a mouse’s interaction with the world.
“We translate that in humans to activities of daily living, and that’s what
we would call severe cognitive impairment or dementia,” says Costantino Iadecola, MD, a professor of neurology and neuroscience at Weill
Cornell Medical College in New York City and the study’s lead researcher. For humans, the impairment would be like having memory
problems, disorientation, and not being able to dress, cook, pay bills,
or do other everyday things. Iadecola says the amount of salt he and
his colleagues fed the mice was extreme. It likely would be 5 to 6 times
the salt in a typical American diet. But he says “no one knows exactly
how much salt Americans eat, because most of it is hidden in processed
foods or restaurant foods. I’m sure it’s grossly underestimated.”
Also, mice showed the same level of impairment no matter which of the
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two high-salt diets they ate. That suggests to Iadecola that less salt
could cause the same problems: “I suspect that you can get cognitive
impairment from even lower levels than we used.” The study could
change the conversation about diet with her patients, says Pinky Agarwal, MD, a neurologist who specializes in movement disorders like
Parkinson’s disease at EvergreenHealth in Kirkland, WA, and a fellow
of the American Academy of Neurology. When doctors think about salt
and patient health, they focus mostly on high blood pressure, or hypertension, cardiovascular disease, and stroke, she says. “If a patient does
not have hypertension, we don’t talk about salt at all,” says Agarwal,
who was not involved in the study. “This study provides a good reason
for us to ask everyone about salt intake.”
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Shirkers

Journey's End

Charlie Phillips

Peter Bradshaw

An unexpected delight, this documentary about Singapore’s only
hipsters making one of its only independent films in the early 90s
is a highlight of the Sundance
programme. First-time director
Sandi Tan revisits a time when
she and a group of pretentious
visionaries shot a feature length film also called Shirkers, the story of
an 18-year-old killer roaming the streets having adventures. The result
is a joyous and funny recollection of a youth when anything felt possible
– and it could be a big hit if it gets the wide distribution it deserves.

For the 100th anniversary of the First
World War’s end, here is an unassumingly excellent new film version of RC
Sherriff’s classic 1928 stage play,
adapted by Simon Reade and directed
by Saul Dibb. It is expertly cast and really well acted: forthright, powerful,
heartfelt. The dramatic action is opened out, while always conveying the
essential, cramped claustrophobia of this tragic ordeal. Cinematographer
Laurie Rose’s coolly observant, dynamic camerawork helps drive the dramatic momentum and the sinuous musical score by Hildur Guðnadóttir
and Natalie Holt creates a growing sense of horror and dread.

Tan’s original film project was a cross between Heathers and Godard and
it looks stunning, but we see it only in snatches and hear no original audio.
This is because at the emotional heart of the film is the loss of her magnum opus thanks to the inexplicable behaviour of an older male mentor –
Georges – which meant that the cans of film were held captive for 25
years. Tan beautifully weaves together details of the strange dynamic between her and Georges in a way that would delight her cinematic heroes.
There are classic cinema elements everywhere - a road movie element
based upon breathless, impossible challenges based on Fitzcarraldo, and
street scenes modelled on Paris, Texas. Georges was a liar, even to himself, and his manipulative lies were infused with an intense cinephilia.

Asa Butterfield plays the young Second Lieutenant Raleigh, newly arrived
at the front in 1918. In all his moon-faced naivety, he asks to join C company in the trenches, because the commanding officer there is Captain
Stanhope (Sam Claflin), who was a few years ahead of Raleigh at school
and a family friend. The artless innocence of his beamingly casual attitude,
so imminently to be ruined, is made even more ironic by the nepotism.
Raleigh doesn’t use his connections to avoid combat, but to be in thick of
it; his uncle is a senior officer who is pained at Raleigh’s crashingly tactless
request, but at last gruffly asks him how his father’s crocuses are doing.
On hearing bad news on this point, he shrugs and says he’s planting them
at the wrong depth. It is a quietly horrible vignette of innocence: an Edenic
world where the health of crocuses is something to worry about.

Tan has a fine line in absurdity, and even suggests she that the original
Shirkers pre-empted scenes from Ghost World and other early 2000s indie
films. She and her crew were certainly ahead of their time and a series of
admirers wonder what could have been. Unlike any other film made in a
strict rule-following Singapore culture, it could have changed the course of
the local film industry and made the young crew famous. But the film also
suggests it was always destined to be that way, in line with the general absurdity of the whole project, and really it was all about friendship.

Den of Thieves
Mike McCahill
It’s been 23 years since Michael
Mann’s landmark LA crime opus
Heat alchemised pulp into gleaming screen spectacle, raising the
possibility an entire generation has
gone unaware of the symbiotic
cops-and-robbers trope. Writer-director Christian Gudegast here leaps into that demographic gap with a film
that falls somewhere between Mann fan art and an extended upgrade of
those late-90s knock-offs with titles such as City of Industry and Body Count.
The script, co-credited to Prison Break mastermind Paul Scheuring, outlines yet another mirrored face-off. On one side, jacked and tatted outlaws – headed by Orange is the New Black’s Pablo Schreiber – who
have the audacity to steal an empty armoured van for reasons initially
unclear; opposite them, jacked and tatted detectives, headed by alldrinkin’, ever-smokin’ bad boy Gerard Butler, some indication of where
we are in relation to the film’s obvious inspiration.
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Science Fair
Peter Debruge
An affectionate and supremely entertaining celebration of the allAmerican nerd, Science Fair may
look like a straightforward super-kid
contest doc, à la Spellbound and
Mad Hot Ballroom, but there’s a lot
more going on behind the scenes of
Cristina Costantini and Darren Foster’s thoroughly researched crowdpleaser, winner of Sundance 2018’s inaugural festival-wide audience
award. At a time when politicians pooh-pooh climate change and peddle
the fantasy of “beautiful, clean coal,” the best way to make America great
again is not by backtracking to old ideals, but by embracing science and
progress — and the heroes most likely to carry us forward aren’t necessarily old guys in lab coats (though we’ll need them, too!), but a new
generation of science geeks eager to make a difference.
Now, here’s the twist even world’s biggest high-school bully could get
on board with: The thing that motivates these kids to excel isn’t group
hugs or chanting “Kumbaya,” but a fiercely competitive attitude combined with good, old-fashioned greed — since the winner of the best
overall project at the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair
(ISEF) stands to collect $75,000. For any who doubt how much an ISEF
win can mean, Science Fair opens with footage of high school freshman
Jack Andraka apparently losing his mind when his name is called for the
prestigious Gordon E. Moore Award.

February 16-28, 2018
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The Bourne Initiative

Fire and Fury

Eric Van Lustbader & Robert Ludlum

Michael Wolff

Jason Bourne is on the run. His old
friend, General Boris Karpov, is dead.
But Karpov, once head of the feared
FSB, lives on in the cyber weapon he
devised before his death, capable of
penetrating the heart of America's
final defense: nuclear launch codes.
Both the NSA and Meme LLC, a black
off-site cyber operation, believe
Bourne has taken over the enterprise
and a kill team is sent to terminate
him for committing treason against
the US. Flushed from cover, hunted
by assassins, wounded and nearly
killed, Bourne is forced to join forces
with his bitterest enemy, a Somali
magus named Keyre, whose terrorist organization Bourne once decimated. Now Keyre is more powerful than ever and he might help
Bourne, but to what end? From the Greek island of Skyros to Somalia
and the underbelly of Moscow, Bourne must unravel the mystery of Boris
Karpov's last legacy, a weaponized code that may very well bring about
the unthinkable: a violent end to America.

The Islamic Connection:
South Asia and the Gulf
Christophe Jaffrelot
The region inhabited by the
largest number of Muslimsroughly 500 million-today is
South Asia. In the course of the
Islamization process that began
in the eighth century, the region
developed a distinct Indo-Islamic
civilization that culminated in the
Mughal Empire. In the Gulf,
while paying lip service to the
power centres, including Mecca
and Medina, this civilization cultivated its own variety of Islam,
which was based on Sufism.
Over the last fifty years, pan-Islamic ties have intensified between these two regions. Gathering together some of the best
specialists on the subject, this volume explores these ideological, educational and spiritual networks, which have gained momentum due
to political strategies, migration flows and increased communications.
At stake are both the resilience of the civilization that imbued South
Asia with a specific identity and the relations between Sunnis and
Shias in a region where Saudi Arabia and Iran are fighting a cultural
proxy war. The Islamic Connection investigates the nature and implications of the cultural, spiritual and socio-economic rapprochement
between these two Islams.

February 16-28, 2018

The first nine months of Donald Trump's term were stormy,
outrageous and absolutely
mesmerizing. Now, thanks to
his deep access to the West
Wing, bestselling author
Michael Wolff tells the riveting
story of how Trump launched
a tenure as volatile and fiery
as the man himself.
In this explosive book, Wolff
provides a wealth of new details about the chaos in the
Oval Office. Among the revelations:
What
President
Trump's staff really thinks of
him, what inspired Trump to claim he was wire-tapped by President
Obama, why FBI director James Comey was really fired, why chief
strategist Steve Bannon and Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner couldn't
be in the same room, who is really directing the Trump administration's
strategy in the wake of Bannon's firing, what the secret to communicating with Trump is, what the Trump administration has in common with
the movie The Producers.
Never before has a presidency so divided the American people. Brilliantly reported and astoundingly fresh, Michael Wolff's Fire and Fury
shows us how and why Donald Trump has become the king of discord
and disunion.

The Begums of Bhopal
Shaharyar Khan
Between 1819 and 1926 four Muslim
women rulers reigned over Bhopal,
the second largest Muslim state of
India, despite staunch opposition
from powerful neighbors and male
claimants. Even the British India
Company initially opposed female
rule in Bhopal until the Begums
quoted Queen Victoria as their model
and inspiration.
Each Begum--or Queen--impressed
her own personality on the role and
succeeded in reigning over a mostly
Hindu population. Qudisa, the frst
Begum, was supported by her powerful French-Bourbon Prime Minister
in her departure from the traditional. She was succeeded in 1844 by
Sikandar, her only daughter, who was also followed by her only daughter, the highly controversial Shahjehan. The story ends with the last
Begum, Sultan Jehan, and her abdication in favor of her son, the first
male ruler (Nawab) of Bhopal in five generations.
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