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Elections

Lodhran upset and beyond

PML-N’s victory in the Lodhran by-election
came as a big shock to the Tehrik-e-Insaf. But
it was also a bit of a surprise for the N-League
itself. The by-election result – the defeat of Jahangir Tareen’s son by a big margin - proved
almost all political pundits wrong who had been
predicting a comfortable victory for the PTI.
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Law
Sharif’s dual disqualification
The Supreme Court of Pakistan has barred former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif from leading
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
after his disqualification as the prime minister on
July 28, 2017. The verdict was expected after
he had bulldozed the parliament and the spirit
of democracy to amend a law to allow himself
to head his party even after disentitlement, but
it has not only created troubles for his party but
for the continuity of democracy in Pakistan.
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Conflict

India – Playing
with fire
Maj. Gen. (r) Askari Raza Malik

India continues to blatantly indulge in unrelenting ceasefire violations, all
along the Line of Control (LoC) and the Working Boundary. In its recent
frenzy it seems to be possessed of a demon crossing all the limits of sane
human behavior. Scores of civilians have been unnecessarily killed including women and children and many more wounded with colossal damage
to civilian property.
In 2003, the ceasefire agreement between the two countries was hailed
as a “Key Confidence Building Measure” in the quest for a durable peace.
But since the arrival of Indian PM Modi, a proven religious fanatic, Pakistan-India relations have taken an obvious nosedive. Ceasefire violations
have seen an unprecedented spike both in numbers and intensity.
Pakistani civilian population has been the main victim of Indian indiscriminate heavy weapons and artillery fire. India has not only disregarded
an agreement between neighbours, it has unashamedly violated international norms and ethics to spare the civilian population the consequences
of military confrontation.
India pretends that it is only producing a “befitting response” to Pak-
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istan’s “nefarious designs”, a preposterous contention it has never been
able to substantiate. The Indian home minister, another diehard fanatic,
justifies the ceasefire violations; to stop the so-called infiltration of the terrorists into the Indian Occupied Kashmir.
India has effectively fenced this part of the border. The fence apart from
being electrified is also heavily manned with searchlight towers to facilitate
observation at night. If the terrorists can still cross the fence with impunity,
India has to seriously reevaluate the efficacy of its security apparatus.
The hue and cry about terrorists’ crossing over from Pakistan has also
proved to be a complete hoax. Elias Davidsson’s latest book, Betrayal of
India, Revisiting the 26/11 Evidence, proves beyond a shadow of doubt
that Mumbai terrorist attack of September 26, 2008, was planned and executed by no one other than the Indian intelligence itself. All the venomous
allegations directed at Pakistan at the time were readily believed by a
gullible world. Davidsson seems to believe that it was the Indian intelligence acting on its own that had brought discredit to the Indian government. But the same drama enacted again and again proves that the Indian
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government is deliberately involved in sinning against its own people for
insignificant political gains. The Indian mania reached its pinnacle when
the Bollywood style “Surgical Strike into Pakistan” fantasy was released
out of nowhere. One wonders how a highly professional soldier like the Indian Army Director General Military Operations could be a party to this
ridiculous claim of carrying out a surgical strike into Pakistan with nothing
to show on the ground. It is a sad commentary on the professional ethics
of a high-ranking military officer.
According to the Pakistan FO, India committed over 1,300 Ceasefire
Line (CFL) violations in 2017 alone as compared to 11 in 2003 and six in
2004. Since Modi took over 7,000 CFL violations have been committed resulting in the martyrdom of over 300 civilians and injuries to another 1,121.
The graph shows this spike between 2003 and 2017 with the dangerous
trending predominant after the Modi takeover.
India cannot eternally confuse the issue of an indigenous Kashmiri
movement for independence with bogus terrorists’ attacks from across the
border. The Indian occupation forces’ feral handling of unarmed civilian
protesters, brutal killings, ruthless firing of pellet guns and gang rapes further worsen the situation. It adds to the Indian government exasperation
that finds catharsis in firing at Pakistani civilians across the border. The
myth that Pakistan is home to all sorts of terrorist outfits may last for a
while as a superpower is working hard to keep it alive, for its own malign
reasons; the myth cannot endure for ever; as honest journalists like Elias
Davidsson will continue to shake the international conscience out of selfinduced slumber.
The Kashmir problem is not an internal issue of India. It started with
the Indian invasion of Kashmir on October 27, 1947. The Kashmiris gallantly fought the Indian army and were later joined by the tribesmen from
north western Pakistan to help their brethren against foreign aggression.
India, with defeat imminent, had rushed to the UN begging for a ceasefire.
The UNSC Resolution number 47 of April 12, 1948, asking for a plebiscite
in Kashmir under international supervision remains to be implemented.
That makes the UN a serious stakeholder in the conundrum. China is also
directly affected, as it occupies over 9,000 square miles of Kashmiri territory. Since the 1972 Simla Accord, India has found another excuse to
evade the issue by calling the Kashmir dispute a bilateral matter between
Pakistan and India. That amounts to closing its eyes to the historic and
prevailing ground realities. Indian intransigence is the biggest hurdle in
creating good neighbourly relations between the two nuclear neighbours
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that is of paramount importance for peace in the region.
One reason for the excessive Indian chauvinism is the prevailing
geopolitical situation, in which the unnatural US presence in the region
and its farfetched regional ambitions seem to place India at a fallacious
advantage. India is being nurtured to act as a regional answer to the growing Chinese power and eventually a close Western ally in the global tug of
war. This wishful thinking is of no practical consequences.
A purchasing power parity alone does not determine national power
criteria. There are a host of factors that distinguish a developed from a developing nation. India is no match for the Chinese and will never be, as indicated by the vast differences in power potential of the two countries.
Whether the West would ever realize the fallacy of their assessment, China
betrays no doubts about it. China keeps making subtle gestures to suggest
that India stands nowhere in it’s reckoning. The Western belief in India is
delusional.
The second reason for India’s delusion of grandeur is its well-equipped
military that has a definite quantitative edge over Pakistan and, going by
the numbers alone, should stand to gain in any near future conflict. On the
qualitative plane, India does not seem to appreciate the harsh current realities. Pakistan’s military is a battle-hardened fighting machine, one imbued with the indomitable spirit of jihad. According to Brian Cloughley,
“man-for-man it (Pakistan Army) will hammer any opponent, no matter if
the skies are filled with (enemy) bombers”. According to a New York Times
editorial assessment, despite India being a bigger country, it stands to lose
much more in any future war with Pakistan. This is not to brag about the
Pakistani military’s superiority. It is just to warn India not to be carried away
by superficial content and take a plunge into some expansive misadventure endangering the peace of the entire region. There is nothing for which
that risk is worth taking.
Modi and his party can win elections on their “hate everything nonHindu” philosophy. But the incalculable damage being done to an inclusive
Indian nationalism is bound to one day destroy the delicately hinged pieces
of Indian unity, as indicated already by the myriad insurgencies across
India.
War has no logic. India continues to play with fire. The balance is precarious. A war between two nuclear-capable antagonists will spell disaster
for the entire region and far beyond. It is high time the international community woke up to the impending disaster and stopped Indian madness
and provocations.
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Elections

Lodhran upset
and beyond
Nasim Ahmed

PML-N’s victory in the Lodhran by-election came as a big shock to the
Tehrik-e-Insaf. But it was also a bit of a surprise for the N-League itself.
The by-election result – the defeat of Jahangir Tareen’s son by a big margin - proved almost all political pundits wrong who had been predicting a
comfortable victory for the PTI.
It may be recalled here that Jahangir Tareen had won the seat in the
2015 by-election by a margin of over 40,000 votes, but his son has lost it
by 25,000 votes. This means a swing of 65,000 votes in favour of the PMLN candidate which defies all political calculations.
The seat, which fell vacant after the PTI’s Jehangir Tareen was disqualified from holding public office by the Supreme Court, should have
been easily won by the party. But the PTI committed a series of mistakes
of which the primary one was nominating Tareen’s son Ali to contest the
seat. This was in negation of the party’s claims that tickets are awarded
only on merit.
Imran Khan has always spoken strongly against the children of politicians inheriting seats and party positions. But in this case he argued that
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Ali Tareen was the most deserving candidate, a fallacious logic which resulted in the party losing the seat to the PML-N. In previous by-elections
in Punjab, the momentum seemed to be in favour of PTI, but the tide
seems to have turned. Imran Khan has tried to put a brave face on the
Lodhran defeat by saying that it gives the party an opportunity to learn
from its mistakes and do better in the coming national elections.
Political analysts have analyzed the Lodhran election results in detail
to identify the factors that caused the upset. In their opinion, it is wrong to
conclude that the victory has vindicated Nawaz Sharif’s narrative against
his disqualification. According to them, the result in Lodhran cannot be declared as the voter’s verdict against his disqualification. The truth is that
local factors – and not any national issues - played a big role in the final
outcome of this election.
According to media experts, above everything else, it is the Kanju factor – instead of Nawaz Sharif’s victim narrative – that swung the constituency in favour of PML-N. It is relevant to add here that the Shaheed
Kanju group had won all the national and provincial assembly seats from
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Lodhran district in the 2013 general elections, defeating both the PLM-N
and the PTI. Later, the Kanju group joined the PML-N, and one of its leaders, Abdul Rehman Kanju, now serves in the federal cabinet as a state
minister.
However, taking advantage of dissensions in the Kanju group, Jahangir Tareen was able to defeat Siddique Baloch, the PML-N’s candidate,

March 1-15, 2018

in the 2015 by-election. But in the recent by-election Siddique Baloch, for
personal reasons, refused to contest, paving the way for Pir Iqbal Shah’s
candidature. The Kanju group, other influential figures, MPAs, local representatives and different political factions formed an alliance against Ali
Tareen and fully supported Shah in the election. Another former candidate,
Rafi Shah of the PML-N, also backed him. It is interesting to note here that
Rafi had campaigned for Tareen in 2015 against Baloch. Lodhran is among
the most backward districts of Punjab. Some major development works
undertaken recently also helped the PML-N candidate.
But the PTI is no less to blame for the Lodhran debacle. It made some
tactical blunders. For one thing, according to media reports, Jahangir
Tareen disappeared from Lodhran soon after his win in 2015 and did little
to serve the needs of his constituency during his tenure. For another, Ali
Tareen, with his child-like appearance and little political experience, was
a weak candidate. Lodhran was unfamiliar ground for the Tareens who
had little grip on local affairs.
The main lesson that emerges from the Lodhran by-election is that the
selection of candidates has become an important factor in electoral politics.
No party can take voters for granted on the basis of its national standing.
Pir Iqbal Shah was a weak candidate, no doubt, but his reputation as a
humble and modest man helped him garner popular support.
In the larger national perspective, the Lodhran election result seems to
indicate that PML-N is gradually regaining its lost electoral ground. It is notable that so far, the PML-N has held itself intact as a party and has its
powerful electoral machine in full gear. This gives the party the confidence
that it would win the general elections. We must not overlook the fact that
the PML-N is still the dominant electoral presence in Punjab and faces no
immediate threat to its supremacy from any quarter.
There is a growing body of opinion in the country that the PTI’s antiNawaz rhetoric and corruption mantra are not having the desired political
impact any more. At least that is what is proved by the three by-elections
PML-N has won since the disqualification of former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif.
The question is: Has PTI learned its lesson? The political pundits’ advice is that while continuing to focus on Nawaz Sharif’s corruption, the PTI
should also campaign around the real issues facing the masses. No doubt,
the PTI has, in general, increased its vote bank in Punjab, but it needs to
work harder if it wants to dislodge the PML-N from its perch. The PTI also
needs to learn the ropes of electoral politics – micro management at the
constituency level without which no elections can be won.
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Water

Missing: A national
water policy
Nasim Ahmed

It is astonishing that despite facing an acute situation in the water sector, no
government in Pakistan has been able to develop a national water policy
with the consultation of all stakeholders. The draft National Water Policy was
finally taken up by the Council of Common Interest for approval in 2017 but
nothing came of it. In this connection it may be mentioned that the first draft
was prepared in 2002-2005, and then another attempt was made in 2010.
This took two years but could not be finalized due to the unresolved dispute
over federal versus provincial domain debate. The latest attempt was made
in 2015, which finally reach the Council of Common Interests. It is, indeed,
regrettable that the country is suffering from severe water scarcity, but the
government has not been able to formulate a sound national water policy. It

08

is relevant to mention here that neighbouring countries - India, Bangladesh
and Nepal - have had their water policies in place for decades.
It is a matter of concern that the water sector continues to be neglected
by the authorities concerned. This is proved by the fact that although water
supply and storage seem to be among top priorities of the government, the
utilisation of funds for water projects has gone down. This is so in the face
of the fact that the country is facing an acute shortage of water. Figures
show that during the current fiscal year 2016-17, the government has allocated Rs31.72 billion for development schemes in the water sector, but only
around Rs24 billion, or 76% of the total, would be utilised by the end of
June. This has been disclosed in the Annual Plan 2017-18. The govern-
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ment has not only delayed the release of funds for water projects designed
to enhance the country’s storage capacity, but it has also cut fund allocation
substantially since coming to power about four years ago. Instead, its focus
has been on building the road infrastructure and metro bus projects.
A detailed analysis of the situation shows that after coming to power in
mid-2013, the government earmarked Rs59 billion for fiscal year 2013-14
to be disbursed among different projects aimed at conserving and enhancing the country’s water resources. However, out of the total, only Rs35 billion could be spent as the government slowed down the release of funds.
In 2015-16, the allocation for water projects was slashed by around 50%
to Rs30.12 billion. However, only Rs23 billion was disbursed for injection
into the schemes. In the next fiscal year, almost a similar amount, Rs31.06
billion, was set aside for water schemes, but only Rs24 billion would be
released by the end of the year. For the upcoming fiscal year 2017-18, a
slightly higher amount estimated at Rs36.7 billion has been earmarked for
water projects.
It is common knowledge that Pakistan is fast becoming a water-scarce
country with dearth of storages, while India plans to build more dams on
rivers coming to Pakistan. So far no workable water management policy
has been put in place and farmers are forced to consume groundwater
with the help of tube wells to irrigate their crops, which inflates power consumption bills. Faced with increasing difficulties, the farmers staged a
protest in Islamabad last week on the eve of the budget for 2017-18 to invite attention to their plight as the government seemed to have relegated
the agriculture sector to the lower priority zone. In the previous fiscal year,
the agriculture sector did not grow, falling far short of the target, which had
a negative impact on the overall national economic growth rate. In the current fiscal year, however, the agriculture sector grew 3.46% – its highest
level in the past five years.
In the new budget, the government increased the agriculture credit target by 43% to Rs1.001 trillion and has announced loans of Rs50,000 for
small farmers. Still, it has paid more attention to the manufacturing sector,
which is provided loans at low interest rates whereas the farmers are compelled to bear high interest costs. The fertiliser manufacturers and sugar
millers have got billions in government subsidy, but its benefits have hardly
trickled down to the farmers.
Experts have warned that Pakistan will face energy and food security
challenges in future as the government is showing little interest in water
supply projects, which are closely related with agriculture production that
needs water as a major input. Pakistan has been facing flood devastation
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for the past seven years, but calls for building more water reservoirs have
fallen on deaf ears. At present, water storage capacity of the country is 14
million acre feet (MAF) whereas annual consumption stands at 117 MAF.
Consumption of 1 MAF of water has a positive impact of $1 billion on the
economy. Pakistan has been losing billions every year because of water
wastage as reservoirs are short of the need.
Little is known about the details of the water policy which has now been
drafted, but experts and industry insiders say that the water policy should
have representations from all sectors and should have all the following aspects covered: objectives, plan of action, implementation methodologies
and the time frame. The water policy is likely to have the Indus Water
Treaty as its part, but the experts are also of the view that the policy should
look beyond the Indus Water Treaty as it does not talk about the impact of
climate change on water availability and the groundwater usage.
Much has changed over the past few years and the changes must be
reflected in the water policy. Critical areas include climate change, building
storage capacity, addressing inefficient irrigation practices, rationalising
household, industrial and commercial water use, introducing water rights
and proper pricing. A research organization last year published a report titled Recommendations for Pakistan’s National Water Policy Framework
which highlighted five key focus areas for the policy to look at: improving
water access, financing the urban and rural water value chain, safeguarding the Indus Basin and its infrastructure, improving water institutions and
their governance, and finally building a base for science, technology, and
social aspects of water.
First, the country needs to address water issues in irrigation as over
90 percent of the water consumption is in the agriculture sector. Smarter
and efficient methods need to be adopted that consume less water. Efforts
to bring agriculture in the tax net as well as fixing the water tariffs and the
uniform pricing structure are much needed. Apart from reforming the water
pricing for the commercial and the industrial sector, the scarce resource
needs to be priced adequately for the domestic and household consumers
as well.
Infrastructure investment in water for conservation, recycling water
treatment, waste management should also be the government’s top priorities among other infrastructure projects. Finally, a lot can be also achieved
with public awareness; awareness campaigns and behavioural sensitisation should represent a key area of the National Water Policy. The goal of
the national water policy should be to bring water quality, equality and sustainability to the forefront of public attention.
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Law

Sharif’s dual
disqualification
Muhammad Hassan

The Supreme Court of Pakistan has barred former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif from leading the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) after his
disqualification as the prime minister on July 28, 2017. The verdict was
expected after he had bulldozed the parliament and the spirit of democracy
to amend a law to allow himself to head his party even after disentitlement,
but it has not only created troubles for his party but for the continuity of
democracy in Pakistan.
The landmark judgment, which will pave the way for true democracy in
the country, has declared all his acts, verbal or written, illegal since his disqualification as prime minister almost six months ago. In the period, he
has taken a number of important decisions as the PML-N president, including the appointment of Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, formation of the Central Executive Committee of the party and award of tickets
to candidates for by-elections and the Senate. The first problem arose for
PML-N candidates for the Senate, whose nomination papers had been approved by him. The party submitted a fresh list of candidates to the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP), but it ejected the names on the grounds
that the time for filing papers had expired. However, it announced that the
party candidates could contest the election as independent candidates.
The decision was taken by the ECP after a special session called by the
Chief Election Commissioner. It can still be challenged in the courts and
the candidates, approved by Nawaz Sharif, could be disqualified. In this
way, the ruling party could be deprived of its due share in the Senate, because of sheer obduracy of the former prime minister, who preferred his
personal wellbeing to the party’s interests. If the PML-N candidates are
disqualified, hopefuls of other parties could be declared winners.
In its historic order, a three-judge bench, headed by Chief Justice Mian
Saqib Nisar and comprising Justice Umar Ata Bandial and Justice Ijazul
Ahsan, declared that any person, who is disqualified under the Article 62
or 63 of the Constitution, cannot hold the position of “party head” by whatever name called. The disqualified person, the order said, is also prohibited
from exercising any of the powers provided in the Article 63-A of the Constitution as “party head” or any other power in that capacity under any law,
rule, regulation, statute, instrument or document of any political party. Such
bar and prohibition shall commence from the date of disqualification and
continue till such time that the lack of qualification/disqualification of such
person continues in terms of the provisions of the Articles 62 and 63 of the
Constitution. As a result, all steps taken, orders passed, directions given
and documents issued by Nawaz Sharif as party head after his disqualifi-
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The controversial amendment,
which allowed Nawaz Sharif to
become his party’s head, was
against the spirit of democracy
from the outset. Merit and the
rule of law, the two pillars of
democracy, had been bulldozed
in the process, which meant a
killer, dishonest person, liar and
even a traitor could lead a political party in Pakistan, even after
he was convicted by the courts.
It also allowed a convict to appoint the prime minister of the
country, even though he himself
could not become a councillor.
cation on July 28, 2017, are also declared to have never been taken,
passed, given or issued in the eyes of the law, the court observed.
The court said that the Election Act-2017 empowers a party head to
perform multifarious functions that have a direct nexus with the process of
elections to the parliament and to matters relating to the affairs of political
parties having a parliamentary presence. Justice Ahsan said a party head
had a direct connection with members of the parliament and if a disqualified person heads a party then the disqualified person can also control the
lawmakers. “If the party head is polluted, then the whole scheme is pol-
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luted,” he observed. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and other parties and individuals had approached the
Supreme Court for disqualification of Nawaz Sharif as party chief after his
disqualification in the Panamagate verdict.
Observations of the judges during the hearing of the case had made
it clear that an adverse judgment was coming for the former prime minister. At one point, the court wondered if a thief or looter could become
a political party head. It was a general observation but the Sharif family
took offence to it and criticized the court for using the words like “robber
and thief” for Nawaz Sharif. The court also sought details from the
lawyer of the ruling party if there was a precedent in any country of the
world that allowed a convicted person to take part in politics and head
a political party. It also questioned whether a convicted person could
run a party from jail?
The controversial amendment, which allowed Nawaz Sharif to become
his party’s head, was against the spirit of democracy from the outset. Merit
and the rule of law, the two pillars of democracy, had been bulldozed in
the process, which meant a killer, dishonest person, liar and even a traitor
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could lead a political party in Pakistan, even after he was convicted by the
courts. It also allowed a convict to appoint the prime minister of the country,
even though he himself could not become a councillor. The amendment
aimed to defy the Supreme Court of Pakistan, which had ruled that the former prime minister could not hold a public office for his lifetime, for corruption and concealing assets in the Panama case. Another dark aspect of
the amendment was the role of the parliament. The ruling party, which enjoys an absolute majority in the National Assembly, had passed the bill to
benefit only one person.
The court ruling will improve democracy in the country. It will also open
a floodgate of petitions in courts against the ruling party. All decisions taken
by Nawaz Sharif as the PML-N president will be challenged. The appointment of Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, formation of the Central
Executive Committee of the party and award of tickets to candidates for
by-elections will also be challenged. The results of all by-polls can be declared null and void. Even his party can lose its name. If he cannot lead a
party, how can he form an eponymous party? The court will have some interesting issues to decide in the coming weeks and months.
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Assets

Dubai leaks expose
Pakistani foreign
properties
Muhammad Ali

Over 7,000 Pakistanis own properties worth over Rs700b in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). They include former high-ranking military officials, politicians, bureaucrats, owners of media houses and journalists. The most shocking aspect of the list, called “Dubai leaks,” is that UAE authorities had
provided complete details of the owners to relevant Pakistani departments
in 2015, but the government has not been interested in bringing back national
wealth or including the owners in the tax net, because top leaders of the
ruling party are also involved in it.
Most people have bought the properties in the name of their children.
They include former Pakistan President and Army Chief Pervez Musharraf,
former Air Marshal (retd) Shahid Latif, PML-N Senator Raheela Magsi, former
Balochistan Chief Minister Akhtar Mengal, ex-PPP Sindh Minister Sharjeel
Memon, PPP MNA Munawar Talpur, who is brother-in-law of former President
Asif Ali Zardari, a media house owner, who is very close to former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, and dozens of journalists of the group. Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar’s sons also own properties worth billions of rupees. Over 269
women also own properties in the UAE, including PTI Chairman Imran
Khan’s sister Aleema Khan. As former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, his sons
and Ishaq Dar’s sons, one of them being son-in-law of Nawaz Sharif, also
own properties and businesses in the UAE, action has not been taken
against any accused. If they had not been involved, action would have been
taken against the owners long ago.
Interestingly, the issue has been kept alive in the parliament by PTI MNA
Asad Umrar, despite the name of sister of his chairman on the list. He requested the National Assembly Standing Committee on Finance to allow a
journalist, who had broken the story in 2015, to brief it about the stance of
the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) and Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
on details of the Pakistani citizens who own properties in Dubai. Instead, a
briefing by another journalist was arranged, which embarrassed the FIA and
FBR officials present in the meeting. The journalist informed the committee
the two organizations had received the record from UAE authorities in 2015,
but they have sitting on them since then. The committee was informed the
Dubai Land Authority had sent a list of Pakistanis who owned real estate in
Dubai to the FBR in 2015. The list included all details of the owners, including
addresses of their properties, passport numbers, names and even ages. “I
received a soft copy of the list from a senior officer of the FBR in 2015. There
are more than 35,000 names of people of various nationalities around the
world on the list,” the journalist informed the committee.
The committee decided to forward the list and the case to the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) but Minister of State for Finance Rana Afzal at-
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tempted to frustrate the effort on the pretext that an inquiry could start only if
the journalist was ready to disclose his source in the FBR, who provided the
list to him. It created an impression among the legislators that the government
wanted to cover up the corruption and malpractices and mismanagement in
the FIA and the FBR. “We have been discussing the matter for months and
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has clearly informed us that no permission
has been given to anybody to take money abroad to purchase property,
therefore, the whole process of buying the property was illegal. It is the primary responsibility of the FBR, the FIA and the NAB to probe the matter,” a
PML-N MNA said.
According to the documents, Pakistanis have bought over 967 villas/residential properties in luxury areas of Greens; 75 precious flats in Emirates
Hills; 165 properties in Discovery Garden (residential and commercial); 167
flats in Jumeirah Island; 123 residential properties in Jumeirah Park; 245
plush flats in Jumeirah Village; 10 properties in Palm Deira; 160 in Palm Jabel
Ali; 25 properties in Palm Juemirah Shorelines; 234 properties in International
City; and 230 in Dubai Cilicon. Around 200 Pakistanis, who are Canadian
nationals, 50 with Australian nationality and four holding New Zealand citizenship own residential properties in Dubai.
Like the Panama leaks, the government was not willing to probe the
Dubai leaks for fear that the PML-N and the PPP leaders would be exposed
in the scam. However, it appears the government will not able to sweep the
issue under the carpet for long as the Supreme Court of Pakistan has constituted a three-member committee to make terms of reference (TORs) to
trace properties of Pakistanis abroad, recover money smuggled out of the
country and stashed in foreign accounts. The committee will be headed by
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Tariq Bajwa and comprises Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) Chairman Mohammad Irshad and Federal Finance
Secretary Arif Ahmed Khan. Pakistan Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar formed
the committee after the FBR claimed there were no legal guidelines for the
tax authority to retrieve money stashed in foreign banks.
The issue has also been taken up by the National Accountability Bureau
(NAB), which has become active after the appointment of a new chairman.
It is possible that some people might have transferred money abroad through
legal channels and paid their taxes but it is believed that most of them have
bought properties in the UAE illegally. Business people may get away with
fines but politicians face serious consequences. They could be disqualified
for life for concealing assets, tax evasion and money laundering. Former
President Asif Ali Zardari and few PML-N ministers also own properties in
the UAE, which spell serious trouble for them ahead of elections.
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Corruption

NAB in “untouchable”
Punjab
Muhammad Zain

The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has become active in the
home province of the ruling party for the first time in Pakistan’s history.
The arrest of former Lahore Development Authority (LDA) Director General Ahad Cheema has panicked the Punjab government and the bureaucracy, which has been reduced to personal servants of the Sharifs
over decades.
According to sources, NAB is probing alleged corruption of over
Rs1,500b in development projects in the Punjab. Ahad Cheema, a close
aide to Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, has allegedly confessed
to his crime and told NAB investigators that the land, worth billons of rupees in the name of his family and relatives, belonged to “someone else.”
It is said he could turn an approver against his benefactors. Seven other
bureaucrats have also agreed to cooperate with NAB in its action against
graft. The Punjab government and bureaucracy are openly opposing the
arrest of Cheema for fear of more arrests. The Chief Secretary called a
meeting after the arrest, which was attended by all top officers. They expressed their concern over the arrest and claimed the bureaucracy was
being “harassed despite working under difficult circumstances.”
On the other hand, a Punjab government spokesperson termed the
arrest a breach of institutional jurisdiction by NAB. In a statement, he
said, “There are a number of precedents where NAB did not arrest an
accused for not appearing before it despite summons. The extraordinary
step against a senior official has led to unrest in the administrative machinery that runs the province. The arrest means unfair treatment of a
dutiful and hardworking official. The consequent turmoil can adversely
affect the performance of the provincial administration and governance.”
In its response, NAB defended its action and said it was not a breach of
constitutional and human rights as the law allows it to probe and collect
evidence on corruption charges against anyone without discrimination.
It said it was mandated to eradicate corruption from the country under
the law. “Ahad Cheema was apprehended under the law after arrest warrants. His arrest was required due to serious allegations of corruption
against him. He is accused of corruption worth millions of rupees,” it said.
Ahad Cheema, who received over Rs2.5m salary as Quaid-e-Azam
Thermal Power (Private) Limited CEO, has been a favourite officer of the
Punjab chief minister and worked on almost all top posts in the province,
even though he was a low-ranking officer. He also served as the Lahore
Development Authority (LDA) DG, the most lucrative post in the province.
He was arrested for irregularities in the Punjab Land Development Company (PLDC) and awarding a contract for the Aashiana-e-Iqbal project
to Casa Developers, allegedly owned by Railway Minister Khawaja Saad
Rafique. He was arrested after he failed to appear before an investigation
team of NAB. He was summoned twice with the relevant record of the
award of the contract, which was supposedly entrusted to him by the
chief minister, and purchase of 32-kanal land at Mauza Tedha, in Can-
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tonment, Lahore, but he failed to show up.
He also remained Secretary Higher Education Department and DCO
Lahore. During his stint at the LDA, he completed major projects in Lahore
worth billions of rupees, including the metro bus, Walton flyover and Azadi
Chowk flyover. He was summoned after NAB had recorded the statement
of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif in the case last month. Fawad Hassan
Fawad – former Secretary Implementation to the Punjab chief minister
and Principal Secretary to former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and current
Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi – has also recorded his statement
before NAB. Sources say he will also be arrested soon.
In another development, NAB has also launched an inquiry against
the Punjab Anti-Corruption Establishment Director General over allegations of misuse of power and failure to provide a record to it. In fact,
departments in the Punjab are willfully defying NAB orders to provide
it records of major projects. It has been awaiting the record of the Metro
Bus Multan, Ashiana-i-Iqbal Lahore, 56 public sector companies, including the Saaf Pani Company, and allotment of LDA plots by Nawaz
Sharif, when he was the Punjab chief minister. The defiance forced
NAB Chairman Justice (r) Javed Iqbal to issue a warning. “Some departments of the Punjab government are not cooperating with us over
investigations against the Sharifs. NAB will deal with the departments
with an iron hand.”
NAB is also expected to summon Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif in
alleged irregularities in the Multan Metro Bus project. Over a dozen senior officials, some very close to the chief minister, have already appeared
before it. They included Punjab Planning and Development Board Chairman Irfan Elahi, Punjab Metro Bus Authority Managing Director Sibtain
Fazal Haleem, Punjab Mass Transit Authority General Manager Aziz
Shah, Multan Metro Bus Service Project Director Sabir Khan Sadozai,
Multan Development Authority Director General Asadullah Khan, Member Infrastructure Dr. Abid Bodla, Additional Secretary Finance Ashiq
Hussain Olakh, Additional Secretary Technical Housing Urban Development and Public Health Engineering Department Shahid Latif, Social
Infrastructure’s Dr. Bushra Amaan, Member Services Punjab Planning
and Development Dr. Naveed Ahmad Chaudhry, Director General Monitoring and Evaluation Dr. Sajid Mubeen and Assistant Chief Technical
Muhammad Imran. Sources say seven of them have already confessed
to corruption.
Investigations against a large number of officers and the arrest of
Cheema have sent a shockwave through the Punjab bureaucracy. The
bureaucracy in the province was considered “untouchable” under the
Sharifs. It has been their favourite method to appoint junior officers to
senior posts to win over their loyalties, humiliate senior officers and obtain desired results. Cheema is a typical example. However, it appears
times have changed and NAB will land big catch in few months.
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Trade

Implication of
Indian control over
Chahbahar
Raza Khan
The recent agreement between Iran and India to lease out operation control of part of the strategic Iranian seaport of Chahbahar to New Delhi is a
significant development in the region and would have implications for Pakistan, in particular the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Chahbahar port, located just 90 km from the China-sponsored Gwadar
port of Pakistan, is considered as a transit route between India, Iran and
Afghanistan, bypassing Pakistan. India has been trying to develop Chabahar as a way to gain access to the markets of Central Asia as well as
Afghanistan. India has been especially interested in Chahbahar because
Pakistan has not been allowing New Delhi to use its territory to have an
ingress into Afghanistan and beyond into Central Asia. Islamabad has
been considering its adverse security relations with India more important
compared to its economic ties with Delhi. However, there is a cogent economic justification for Pakistan not to allow India use its territory to reach
Afghanistan and Central Asia.
Afghanistan, which is a landlocked country, has been largely dependent
on Pakistan for its imports and its miniscule volume of exports. In case
Pakistan gave access to India to Afghan and Central Asian markets, Islamabad would lose its own share of exports to Afghanistan. In fact, Pakistan has already lost a lot of its exports to Afghanistan and the recorded
volume of bilateral trade has come down to less than one billion dollars.
One of the key reasons for this declining Pak-Afghan trade is that after
part of the Chahbahar port has been made operational much of Afghan
trade has been diverted to Iran. There has been criticism against Pakistan
from Afghanistan, and India as well, that by denying India access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia and Kabul to India, Islamabad has mismanaged the situation which has ultimately inflicted heavy losses on Pakistan.
There may be some substance in this criticism, but denying India access
to Afghanistan has been Pakistan’s compulsion. Anti-Pakistani sentiments
in both Afghanistan and India have also played a significant part in diverting the Afghan trade away from Pakistan to Iran.
India may have economic reasons to seek and get control of part of
the Iranian port of Chahbahar so as to reach Afghanistan and Central
Asian markets. However, Indian’s more important motive is strategic. China
got operational control of Gwadar so as to develop the gateway to the
CPEC, which starts from the city. There may be some strategic interests
of China to have control over Gwadar but these are not more pronounced
than its economic interests. Gwadar and CPEC are part of China’s grand
design One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative of linking the Eurasian landmass by resurrecting the ancient trading Silk Route. But on its part, India
thinks of China’s control over Gwadar in completely strategic terms. New
Delhi considers that after control over Gwadar, China would be at a great
strategic advantage to challenge India’s naval superiority in the Indian
Ocean. Rather China’s presence in Gwadar would place Beijing along with
India’s arch-rival Pakistan in an advantageous position to impose a naval
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blockade against India during war and could stop its much-needed oil supplies from Gulf Arab countries. This fear has been compelling India to
somehow get control of Chahbahar which is very close to Gwadar, to offset the Chinese presence and, thus, strategic advantage in Gwadar.
India’s strategic interests in Gwadar can be gauged from the fact the
New Delhi has a rivalry not only with Pakistan but also China. Although
China and India have increased the volume of their bilateral trade manifold,
still they remain strategic competitors. India, therefore, has been completely against the CPEC as it would not only economically stabilize Pakistan but would also give, in its perception, “undue” advantage to both the
rivals strategically.
On its part, Iran by giving India operation control over Chahbahar, has
possibly made a grave mistake. Both China and Pakistan are not going to
accept this move by Iran and the relations of both the states with Tehran
could be severely affected by Chahbahar’s handing over to India. Pakistan
is a very important neighbour of Iran while Beijing is an important trading
partner of Tehran. Against this backdrop, Iran’s provision of space to India,
a rival of both Islamabad and Beijing, on its soil, close to the CPEC and
Gwadar would have grave consequences for Iran’s ties with Islamabad and
Beijing. Nevertheless, Iran must have calculated its costs and benefits after
giving operational control of Chahbahar to India. Here one aspect of the situation is quite important: in US President Donald Trump’s South Asia policy,
India is of significant importance. Iran knows this and Tehran also is cognizant of the fact that Washington may revoke the Iranian nuclear deal and
the sanctions once again may be fully in place against Tehran. With sanctions on the one hand and several hostile states in the Arab-Gulf region, Iran
would be hemmed in. In this situation, India, which is an important buyer of
Iranian oil and gas, would be of vital importance. However, Iran seems to
have made a strategic miscalculation. If the Iranian nuclear deal is revoked
by Washington and sanctions re-imposed on Tehran, no country would be
able to withstand the international pressure against having a large-scale
economic engagement with Iran. Already India has some apprehension
about developing Chahbahar because of fear of international pressure within
the context of sanctions on Iran. On its part, Tehran has been trying to rope
India into the region. Together with India, Tehran thinks, it could dominate
Afghan trade and provide an alternative route of integration of South and
Central Asia. This scheme of things obviously aims at bypassing Pakistan.
Tehran may not have overtly opposed Pakistan, but it has had its reservations on Islamabad’s role in Afghanistan which Tehran thinks has been
against Iranian interest. Therefore, Iran would like to counter Pakistan’s role
and influence in Afghanistan. Iran for the last few years has had developed
working relations with the Afghan Taliban, considered as Pakistan protégés.
The handing over of operation control of Chahbahar to India by Iran
would also not be liked by the Arab-Gulf states as it would be seen as a
strategy to divert business away from their seaports.
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US Imperialism

Pakistan takes the
US bull by the horns
Shahid Hussain
After years of accusations of harbouring militants and threats of dire consequences by the US, the Pakistan army, under General Qamar Javed Bajwa,
has adopted an aggressive policy of exposing the failure of US troops in controlling the Taliban in Afghanistan and blaming Pakistan for its failures.
In his recent address at a military conference at Munich, Germany, Army
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa informed the world how Pakistan has
successfully eliminated militant hideouts from its bordering areas with
Afghanistan and how it is repeatedly attacked by the Afghan Taliban. He also
delved deep into the concept of jihad and how it has evolved over the years
after the US promoted it as a state policy and created the Taliban to defeat
its erstwhile archrival the USSR in Afghanistan. He informed the world how
Pakistan had to face immense problems after the US abandoned the Taliban
and left the region in a hurry. His narration of the US role in creating the Taliban and promoting jihad may have been disclosures to the world and embarrassing for the US, but it has presented a true picture of the situation in
Afghanistan and Pakistan and eased the US pressure on Pakistan.
Addressing the military conference in Munich, General Bajwa highlighted
great successes the Pakistan army has achieved against violent extremism
and terrorism at a huge cost and sacrifice over the past few years. “In Pakistan, the notion of caliphate has not found any traction, but jihad has definitely been used to radicalize fairly large tracts of the population. However,
this phenomenon is not a recent creation or started after 9/11. The Frankenstein was actually created by the “free world,” with willing, but myopic cooperation from our side after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.
Therefore, we all are responsible for making the world population in general
and the Muslim population in particular, hostage to this extremist ideology,”
he elaborated.
He also threw light on the circumstances under which the Taliban were
created by the US. “Times have surely changed since the noon of March 10,
1982, when US President Ronald Reagan dedicated the March 22nd launch
of the Columbia space shuttle to the valiant Afghan Mujahedeen or Jihadis
and termed their struggle against the Soviet occupation forces as a representation of man’s highest aspirations for freedom. When I was young, Pakistan was as normal a country as any other on earth. Jacqueline Kennedy
flew to Karachi, the Beatles visited us, Queen Elizabeth went to the Khyber
Pass to chat with tribesmen. We were a favourite tourism destination for
many. We were hosting World Cups of hockey and cricket, besides many
other multi-national events. The World Bank termed Pakistan one of the most
progressive and dynamic developing countries in Asia in 1963. The 70’s were
nothing less than a disaster for us, but even the separation of the eastern
part of our country and the political upheavals thereafter, did not change society as deeply as the events of 1979, the year the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan and the Iranian Revolution. It was only then that we started learning that we were not only Muslims, but were Sunnis and Shias. It was also
the time that we were drawn to conviction of fighting Soviet invasion and also
challenging the communist ideology.”
Tracing the history of jihad in the world and Pakistan, he informed the
world how a syllabus was designed, with the able intellectual assistance of
“the free world,” in a western university for Madrassahs wherein jihad was
fed to young minds in a concentrated dose without context or explanation.
“An exception was created, using a self-defence clause to justify declaration
of jihad by non-state actors. Young men were recruited from all over the
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world, radicalized and then left and disowned after they had delivered us the
success. It is still very much a live issue for us, as fairly large number of people are radicalized, armed and empowered politically and ideologically. They
cannot be wished away, just because we don’t like them any more. We are
harvesting what we sowed 40 years back. So, it will be a while before this
scourge is eliminated in totality – but first, let’s stop calling it jihadism as it is
nothing else but terrorism,” he explained.
Telling the story of Pakistan’s struggle against extremism, terrorism and
so-called jihadism, he said the Pakistan army had waged a relentless and
bloody fight against terrorism and violent extremism, in which over 35,000
Pakistanis lost their lives, over 48,000 were critically wounded or disabled
and financial costs exceeded $250billion, only a fraction of which was actually
shared by global partners. “We still have their active and sleeper cells, who
are hiding in mountains, border towns and 54 refugee camps, besides some
major towns and cities. Out of the last 131 terrorist attacks in our border areas
last year, 123 were conceived, planned and executed from Afghanistan.”
The aggressive policy of the army chief towards US demands of “do
more” and threats, if it failed, has also started working. According to the Royal
United Services Institute (RUSI), a British think-tank, Pakistan, under the
“Bajwa doctrine,” appears far more confident than it was when the US threatened the then President General (retd) Pervez Musharraf and coerced the
country into cooperating with it. In a report, it said the US threats are futile as
the days of timidity and scurrying to please the Americans are over. “The current policy of the army that should not do more, but rather the world must do
more: the Bajwa doctrine dominant in Pakistan’s relation to the US. The doctrine projects Pakistan is now adamant that the time for American threats and
directives is over.” The report, quoting Milt Bearden, a former station chief in
Islamabad, and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, says Pakistan alone
is not responsible for the worsening conflict in Afghanistan. Even though in
Donald Trump’s administration, there is no tolerance for Pakistan, General
Bajwa has clearly stated even before Trump’s tweet that the time for Pakistan
to do more has come to an end. Pakistan delivered everything it promised
on Afghanistan but the US policy towards Pakistan appeared to be a departure from reality. Pakistan has also found new allies in the form of Turkey,
China and Japan, it noted.
=“The Pakistani military is fully prepared to face any cuts in US military
aid and potential threats of cross-border incursions by American forces and
feels its global recognition and reputation of its counter-terror efforts and the
military’s role is very different to what it was in 2001. US Secretary of Defence
Jim Mattis has already said that he is in touch with the Pakistani military, as
without them the US forces cannot move their equipment or survive in landlocked Afghanistan. Pakistan, as a military ally to the US, has proved more
productive than any of its NATO allies, and Pakistan is not losing its importance in the region in the near future,” the think-tank observed.
Pakistan has not adopted a more aggressive approach in its relations with
the US, which has always blamed it for promoting militancy and jihad. Pakistan has started informing the world that it was the US that created and promoted the Taliban and Jihad and left Pakistan in the lurch after it obtained its
political benefits in Afghanistan. The Taliban not only created problems for
Afghanistan and Pakistan, but the rest of the world and the US itself. Pakistan’s new approach will not only improve its image in the world but also
help deal with the militancy issue.

15

Insurgency

Taliban talks
offer to the US
Raza Khan

The recent offer of negotiations by the Afghan Taliban to the United States
has come as a surprise, but looking at it within the context of the conflict theatre in Afghanistan the proposal is quite logical.
The Taliban made the talks offer to the US in a letter published on its
website. The Taliban said they preferred to resolve the conflict that began in
2001 through peaceful dialogue and warned that the use of force alone
would complicate the problem in Afghanistan.
The manner in which the Taliban chose to propose talks to Washington
was through an open letter addressed to the American people. The letter
significantly said: "We still believe that it is not too late for the American people to understand that the Islamic Emirate (as the Taliban call themselves)
can solve its problems with every side through healthy politics and dialogue,"
This is an important statement from the fiercest Afghan insurgent group. The
aura of assurance in the missive to Washington is quite conspicuous. This
is encouraging that something constructive has come forth from a war-hardened group. There is also a message that the Taliban are ready to sit with
all the Afghan sides in a political dialogue. The Taliban themselves have
pointed at “healthy” politics in their communication.
The timing of the talks offer by the Afghan Taliban is profoundly significant. Firstly, it has come at a time when the Taliban have claimed responsibility for a series of terrorist attacks killing more than 100 people in Kabul. It
would appear that staging large-scale deadly terrorist attacks and, on the
other hand, extending an olive branch to Washington is contradictory. However, a deeper study of the situation reveals that in the Taliban calculation
carrying out some large-scale terrorist attacks before making a talks offer
was calculated. By such huge terrorist strikes the Taliban want to intimidate
both the Afghan people, government and the US authorities and forces in
Afghanistan, that fighting the Taliban has become extremely difficult and
there should be another way out of the situation. By making the talks offer
to Washington the Taliban have also shown the path of peace in
Afghanistan. The Taliban are assuming that the Afghan and US citizens after
getting tired of a tedious war in Afghanistan, would pressurize their governments to sit at the negotiating table with them (Taliban). The Taliban think
that in the post large-scale terrorist attacks situation the US and Kabul authorities would be more than ready to talk to the Taliban, so that at least an
uneasy peace could be restored in the war-devastated country. This Taliban
strategy seems constructive. However, only time and the response from
Washington would show to what an extent it may be successful from the
Taliban perspective.
Secondly, the Taliban talks offer also seems to be motivated by a sense
of fear within the group that after staging large-scale terrorist attacks the US
and Afghan authorities response may be to rachet up military activity. Thus,
the offer is also meant to prevent response from the Afghan and US forces.
Here it may be mentioned that after last month’s terrorist attacks in Kabul,
most of which were claimed by the Taliban, US President Donald Trump and
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani gave a matching response to the insurgents.
President Ghani even went to the extent of saying that now the Taliban
would be negotiated with on the battlefield. After that the Afghan National

16

Security Forces (ANSF) reportedly killed tens of Taliban in operations in different parts of Afghanistan. But it remains to be seen to what extent ANSF
personnel are committed to their objective, as the Afghan military and police
have been experiencing a high-level of dropouts and insider attacks. In other
words, the discipline within the ANSF personnel leaves a lot to be desired.
With such an indisciplined force it becomes extremely difficult to defeat the
insurgency of the Taliban, or to maintain a sustained response even.
The timing of the Afghan Taliban talks offer to Washington is also very
interesting. It has been made just before the spring, in which the Taliban,
since the 2001 ongoing conflict in Afghanistan, have been launching a surge
known as the Spring Offensive. So making a proposal for peace just before
the Spring Offensive demonstrates that the group means business.
The talks offer to America by the Afghan Taliban just before the Spring
Offensive and just after launching large-scale terrorist attacks in Kabul also
shows an element of war-weariness on the part of the Taliban. They have
been waging a continuous insurgency since the 2001 ouster of their regime
by the US-led North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) forces. Insurgent
intensity came in 2004 and this has been sustained since then. During this
period, the Afghan Taliban has been withstanding all efforts by the US and
its NATO allies, the number of whose forces at one point in time had crossed
150,000 personnel, to defeat the insurgent group. This resistance by the
Taliban has surprised even their profound critics, some of whom have had
to acknowledge the tactics of the militia. Nevertheless, any militia or insurgent group cannot fight unendingly and it is always extremely difficult for insurgent and terrorist groups to keep rank and file intact and to continue to
replenish its ranks. War weariness is a natural phenomenon and the Taliban
seem to be feeling the heat. They would like to put an end to the insurgency
but the costs have to be factored in.
The Afghan Taliban consider themselves as the legitimate ruling junta of
Afghanistan and have every right to lay claim to re-forming its regime in the
country. Although the Taliban have claimed that they are the legitimate power
aspirants, but other non-Taliban groups also have a right to partake in power
in Afghanistan. This is a healthy development in the Afghan conflict.
Now, after the talks offer by the Taliban, two questions are profoundly
important to be analyzed. The first is whether the proposal of negotiations
from the Taliban is worth the name and, secondly is the offer going to be
successful? Insofar as the question of value of the talks offer by the Taliban
is concerned, indubitably it is worthy of consideration. There is a virtual stalemate in the Afghan conflict theatre from which there is seemingly is no escape. Against this backdrop, the Taliban peace talks offer is quite valuable.
The success of the Taliban talks offer now rests on two factors: How it is
bought by the US and what other concessions and compromises the Taliban
could offer. Presently, the US and the Afghan governments are reluctant to
accept the Taliban talks offer. There may be a final military push from US
and Afghan forces in order to shatter the morale of the Taliban. Outright defeat of the militia seems to be improbable. However, President Trump seems
to believe that a battlefield victory for the US is possible. That seems highly
improbable. Which means, no early end to the suffering of Afghanistan.
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Economics

Fiscal deficit
the culprit
Tariq Waseem

The current account deficit is getting out of control. Most experts spend
their energy on finding out how to arrange external financing to fund this
deficit and how to reduce this deficit through monetary tightening and exchange rate adjustment.
We are faced with the dilemma of a twin deficit. Time and again, higher
fiscal deficit has led to high current account deficit, and vice versa. Thus,
to curtail current account deficit, the fiscal house has to be first put in order.
And that is a tough decision to take, especially when the government is
getting close to the elections.
The solution lies in overcoming the challenge of fiscal deficit. It is by
rationalizing the fiscal situation that we control external imbalances. It is
relevant to note here that that during the tenure of the present PML-N government, the fiscal revenues have increased from 13.3 percent of GDP in
FY2013 to 15.5 percent in FY2017. That is primarily attributed to growth
in tax revenues, from 9.3 percent of GDP in FY2013 to 11.6 percent in
FY2017. But there is not much about non-tax revenues; privatization, coalition support fund and other non-tax revenue information is hard to come
by. On the expenditure side, the control is visible. Spending equated to
21.5 percent of GDP in FY2013 and stood at 21.3 percent in FY2017. The
fiscal deficit was lowest in FY2016 at 4.6 percent, primarily due to restricting expenditures to 19.9 percent while the revenues were growing.
But in FY2017, the revenue growth slowed down. In this situation,
tough tax reforms are required to further push up the revenues, which is a
difficult proposition in months close to the elections. Concurrently, curtailment of expenditure, mainly development, is a difficult proposition. This
implies that the fiscal deficit will be higher close to elections. That happened during FY2009-13, when the deficit increased from an average of
6 percent of GDP (FY2009-11) to 7.5 percent (FY2012-13). It happened
earlier as well in FY2004-08 when deficit increased from an average of 3.0
percent of GDP (FY2004-06) to 5.7 percent of GDP (FY2007-08).
History seems to be repeating itself in FY2014-18 as the deficit increased from an average of 5.2 percent of GDP (FY2014-16) to 5.8 percent in FY2017. Now it may cross 6 percent in FY2018. This growing fiscal
deficit is the main culprit behind the widening current account deficit. The
question is: What can the government do to control the fiscal deficit? The
revenues are growing; but the problem is that half of the revenues are
going to the provinces after the seventh NFC awards. Provinces have no
political and economic incentive or compulsion to curtail their spending
while they lack incentive to raise tax revenues that fall in their domain.
Prior to the seventh NFC award, on average, 62 percent of revenues
(FY2004-10) were at the disposal of federal government – a figure that has
since come down to 50 percent (FY2011-17). The accumulation of deficit
has resulted in growing the debt-servicing cost over the period of time. This
means the federal government has lost control over expenditure.
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The debt-servicing cost, on an average, was 3.8 percent of GDP
(FY2004-10) prior to the seventh NFC award but it has now increased to
4.4 percent of GDP (FY2011-17). With the growth in both external and domestic debt, along with currency depreciation and a hike in domestic interest rates, the servicing cost may increase further. Federal hands are
tied when it comes to controlling debt servicing. Similar is the case with
defence spending and general administration expenses, although these
are relatively declining in terms of GDP.
Another inflexible expenditure is government employees’ pensions (including those of military personnel), and unlike others, it is growing fast.
This spending head has increased from an average of 0.5 percent of GDP
in FY2004-10 to 0.7 percent of GDP in FY2011-17. The pension expenditure was the highest ever at 1 percent of GDP in FY2017. The increase in
pensions of government employees amid more public servants reaching
retirement stage would be a cause of concern in years to come. But this
is a kind of expenditure which cannot be controlled in any way.
In these circumstances, development expenditure is the only sector the
government can tinker with. The PSDP was by far the highest at 5 percent
of GDP in FY2017 as compared to the average of 3.4 percent of GDP in
FY2002-16. The bulk of increase in PSDP came from the provinces, which
spent 2.7 percent of GDP on it in FY2017 versus an average of 1.5 percent
in FY2002-16. And they may be inclined to spend more in FY18 as the
provinces are sitting on an accumulated cash surplus close to the elections.
Given this, how much of the trillion-rupee federal PSDP can be
trimmed? Not much in the given situation, but the next federal government
ought to do so in FY19. But the main dilemma is how to curb provincial
spending. Well, if IMF programme becomes a reality, the fund may come
up with a contingency fund condition for the federal government from the
provincial share. But it is easier said than done, considering polarized
provincial political realities. Apart from development expenditure, the
grants and subsidies can be thinned. The subsidies were too high in
FY2010-11 when electricity-related subsidies were steep. They were reduced subsequently owing to clearance of circular debt and low oil prices.
Now oil prices are inching up again, and power capacities are adding
to increased capacity charges. Besides, imported RLNG, which is more
expensive than domestic gas, is increasing in the gas mix. At prevailing
tariffs (both for electricity and gas), the subsidies ought to increase unless
tariffs are revised up. Thus, the main fiscal challenge for the new government in FY2019 would be to cut development expenditure and raise energy prices substantially to control the fiscal deficit and, thus, curb the
current account deficit. But this would be at the cost of slowing the growth
process spurred by enhanced energy at affordable prices amid heightened
development spending, as of now.
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Education

Schools of their
own ilk
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Twelve years old Baasa believes he’s one of the luckiest persons in the
world as he reached Abdullah Shah Ghazi mazar and joined the Footpath
School working under the Bahria Icon Tower flyover two years ago. After
a brief chat, he was admitted to the “school” and named Muhammad
Abbas, though some of his old acquaintances still call him Baasa.
He’s doesn’t remember much about his past, except for his drug-addict
abba (father) and the streets of Sher Shah and Gul Bai localities of
Karachi. He abandoned his father about three years ago after receiving a
severe beating one hot suffocating evening. He had failed to beg enough
money that evening to buy a “puri” (heroin) and a pack of cigarettes for his
father.
Though he himself also used to share these drugs with his father at a
tender age of nine, he mostly disliked it and wanted to get rid of the habit.
His father, Chhamma, never told him where did they come from and who
was his mother. On that fateful evening, when he was severely beaten by
his father, he ran out of the small hut situated on the bank of a sewerage
nullah. Most of the night he kept walking the streets of Karachi and reached
the mazar of Syed Abdullah Shah Ghazi in the morning.
Though some older boys would assault him from time to time, he was
happy as he used to get “quality” food at the mazar, and cigarettes freeof-cost from those older boys.
Then one day, roaming around the area he saw children of his age
group, and even smaller, sitting in rows under the Bahria flyover. The sight
attracted him very much, giving him the courage to ask the children sitting
there what was going on. And a talk of only a few minutes with the teacher
had changed him from Baasa to Muhammad Abbas, a student of the Footpath School.
He was provided with a qaeda (book), and stationary and allowed to
sit in the class comprising at least 50 students at that time. In the evening,
he was also given a 20-rupee note “to make him come on the next day to
continue his studies”. “I like it here very much; madam gives us money
everyday and food too,” he says. “On Eid, we’re fortunate to get clothes
too.”
Muhammad Abbas is a regular and bright student of the class now. Sitting among more than 500 students, he prepares for his seventh grade
exams in 2018. He has a dream of becoming an engineer one day “to manufacture cars”.
And his teacher, Syeda Anfas Ali Zaidi, has even bigger and brighter
dreams for her students. Talking to Cutting Edge by telephone, she says
that the flyover, where the main “school” is working, has been here for the
past couple of years, but has only been used for negative purposes, such
as drug abuse or begging.
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It is ironical that an estimated 25
million children in the country are
out of school and deprived of a
basic human right i.e. education.
Out of them, more than 59% (6.1
million) are out of school in the
Sindh province. Only 36% of all
school-aged children within the
age bracket of three to five years
were enrolled in schools in 2016,
compared with 37% in 2015.
Also, 81% of all school-aged
children within the age bracket
of six to 16 years were enrolled
in schools, leaving behind at
least 19% yet to be enrolled
=Ms. Zaidi, the president of the Ocean Welfare Organisation (OWO),
is currently running one footpath school in two shifts under Bahria Icon
Tower flyover, and three footpath schools at Badar Commercial area in the
Defence Housing Authority (DHA) Karachi. She says that the main purpose of the project is to impart education to street children in a bid to keep
them away from begging, stealing and abusing drugs. “The allure of the
street is too much for these children and in order to keep them away from
it, the Footpath School must offer incentives”.
=Ms. Zaidi says the street children she registers for education are the
ones who have nothing – no parents, no homes and at times, not even
clothes to wear. Hence, we have to provide them everything here, she
adds. They are also offered refreshment and lunch every day by the staff
at the Footpath School.
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Ms. Anfas Ali Zaidi says she launched the project after the Army Public
School massacre in 2014, in a bid to thwart terrorist efforts to obliterate
education from young minds and instil hatred instead. To a question by
Cutting Edge, she says that the secret of her success is the fact that she
doesn’t wait for the ideal circumstances to occur.
=However, the Footpath Schools started facing some problems and external interference during the past one year. The Sindh provincial government asked Ms. Zaidi to either hand over the Clifton school to the Sindh
Education Foundation (SEF) or close it down.
=Due to mounting pressure, Syeda Anfas Zaidi requested the chief justice of Pakistan to take suo motu notice of the situation. She wrote in the
letter that the provincial government had collected billions of rupees in
taxes as well as foreign funds from international donor agencies but failed
to provide quality education facilities and opportunities to street children.
=The chief justice of Pakistan came to the rescue of students of Ms.
Zaidi’s Footpath Schools. He ordered in the second week of February that
the footpath school in the Clifton area should continue until the authorities
provide a proper place to relocate the school. A three-member bench, led
by the chief justice, observed that education is a fundamental right of the
country’s children that the government has to ensure, and that enforcement of providing these fundamental rights to the citizens is an obligation
of the judiciary.
=The NGO’s counsel said that the Sindh government was not implementing Article 25-A of the Constitution that guarantees free and compulsory education to all children between the ages of five and 16. He said that
the law also stipulates that public and private schools bear the education
expenses of 10 per cent of the students who cannot afford them. On the
other hand, the Sindh government has enacted the Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2013, but failed to enforce it in letter and spirit due to lack
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of rules of business.
=The apex court directed the Sindh education secretary to visit the
Footpath School and ensure that it is provided with all basic facilities. The
bench also barred him from closing the school, telling him to relocate it
and provide it with all the necessary facilities, the plan for which must be
submitted in the court in the first week of March 2018.
[=[It is ironical that an estimated 25 million children in the country are
out of school and deprived of a basic human right i.e. education. Out of
them, more than 59% (6.1 million) are out of school in the Sindh province.
Only 36% of all school-aged children within the age bracket of three to five
years were enrolled in schools in 2016, compared with 37% in 2015. Also,
81% of all school-aged children within the age bracket of six to 16 years
were enrolled in schools, leaving behind at least 19% yet to be enrolled.
[Also, the schools in the province largely lack basic facilities. Some
60% of government schools had drinking water facilities, and 54% of toilets
could be called usable. One of the major issues being faced by educational
institutions in Sindh is lack of sanitation and water facilities.
-Taking notice of this and other issues in the province, the Supreme
Court had constituted a judicial commission on December 27, 2016, to investigate and improve sanitation conditions in Sindh. However, the case
is still pending as the provincial government failed to submit a comprehensive report so far.
-In the province, 100,000 students leave school in the first month every
year due to the absence of basic facilities (such as water and sanitation).
This was admitted by the provincial education department’s secretary, Dr.
Iqbal Hussain Durrani, before the judicial commission.
-In such circumstances, if some Syeda Anfas Zaidis comes up with the
idea of a Foothpath School, they should be encouraged instead of creating
hurdles in the way of the functioning of their schools.
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Economics

Role of remittances in
the national economy
Tariq Waseem

Remittances play a crucial role in Pakistan’s economy, providing a muchneeded inflow of dollars to boost foreign exchange reserves. At $19.3 billion, Pakistan ranks fifth in the world that receives the most remittances
every year. India is the largest remittance-receiving country, at an estimated $72 billion, followed by China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($30 billion) and Mexico ($26 billion), according to the World Bank report 2015.
Globally, an estimated $574 billion was remitted by migrants to home countries in 2016, down 1% from 2015, when the amount was $581 billion. This
is the second drop in global remittances since the global financial crisis of
2007-08. Despite this recent decline, remittances sent by migrants are still
about double of what they were a decade ago, before the sharp decline in
the global economy during the late 2000s.
Pakistan receives most of its remittances from the Gulf countries, but,
within the region, Saudi Arabia and the UAE stand out. According to the
Pew Research Center, Saudi Arabia was the leading source of remittance
for Pakistan with $5.8 billion being remitted in 2016. Other leading countries were the UAE ($5.7 billion), the UK ($1.7 billion), the US ($1.33 billion), Kuwait ($1 billion), Canada ($565 million), Singapore ($531 million)
Qatar ($483 million), Oman ($403 million), Bahrain ($305 million), Spain
($251 million), Italy ($248 million), Germany ($193 million), Australia ($122
million) and Afghanistan ($119 million).
The number of Pakistanis abroad is estimated to be around eight million, constituting over 4% of the total population of the country. According
to a research study, the flow of remittances from overseas Pakistanis can
be substantially increased through the provision of better banking facilities. No doubt, Pakistani banks in the GCC countries, the UK and USA
have been serving the diaspora communities, but their main job has been
to work as collection centres for remittances. It has been suggested that
they can easily maximize the inflow of remittances if they improve the
range of their financial products, including asset management and investment services.
Pakistan received overall remittances of $19.3 billion in fiscal year
ended on June 30, 2017, down 3% compared with $19.91 billion in fiscal
year 2015-16. Remittances play a major role in stabilising Pakistan’s external sector, as they make up almost half the import bill and cover the
deficit in the trade of goods account. However, in recent times, they have
come under pressure due to global economic slowdown. In the given circumstances, the State Bank of Pakistan has been trying to devise ways
to increase home remittances. The widening of current account deficit over
the past one year-and-a-half has underlined the need to enhance the flow
of remittances from abroad. With a view to promoting home remittances
through legal channels, the State Bank has now launched “Asaan Remittance Account” scheme for prospective beneficiaries of home remittances.
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It is believed that this move will facilitate opening of bank accounts by lowrisk customers to receive home remittances through proper accounts instead of resorting to traditional cash over the counter transactions.
It may be added here that this initiative has been launched in collaboration with Pakistan Remittance Initiative (PRI) to promote the use of bank
accounts by home remittance recipients. Individuals can open these accounts with a simple, one-page account opening form, which is both paperbased and electronic, requiring only basic customer information. Some
time back Pakistan had launched the Pakistan Remittance Initiative (PRI)
to enhance the flow of remittances and the scheme produced positive results. But of late, the PRI seems to have lost its effectiveness. In view of
this, the latest initiative of Asaan Remittance Account has been started.
The new Asaan account is designed only for beneficiaries of home remittances and will be fed with the proceeds of home remittances only. A
maximum credit balance limit of Rs2 million, cash withdrawal limit of
Rs50,000 per day and fund transfer limit of Rs50,000 per day has been
set for these accounts. The prospective recipients and their family members can open bank accounts at banks' branches or through banks' permanent staff visiting customers' places. International Bank Account
Number (IBAN) and names of prospective remitter stating relationship with
the account holder is a mandatory requirement for the Asaan Remittance
Account.
Over 40 percent of Pakistan’s total migrant stock is estimated to be living in richer regions like the US, UK, Europe, and Australia but remittance
growth from these countries is slow. PRI needs to increase its penetration
in these markets. Recently, the banks have aggressively expanded their
networks in Saudi Arabia, UAE, USA and Europe. The State Bank has also
allowed the exchange firms to make agreements with 10 international
money transfer companies for the handling of remittances.
It is relevant to point out here that remittances are under pressure due
to world economic slowdown caused by low oil prices. The end of the
global commodity boom has led to tighter budgets in the Gulf, causing a
dampening of demand for cheap foreign labour in Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, and other economies. Given this, Pakistan should expect
continued fall in its remittance inflows for the coming days. This calls for
urgent attention from the policy makers to deal with the situation.
Looking at the long-term prospects, if we want to ensure that remittances maintain their present level and also increase, there is a need to diversify the markets and the industry categories our workers go to.
Construction-related labour exports will likely slow down over the next 5-6
years. What will then matter is quality labour export such as doctors, engineers, para-medical staff, hospitality business experts and other skilled personnel. This aspect calls for urgent attention from the relevant authorities.
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Law

Nawaz Sharif’s
choices
Faheem Amir

Nawaz Sharif’s political life is passing through very testing and hard times.
The apex court had already ousted him from the prime minister’s office
last year in the Panama case verdict. Now, he has been removed from the
presidency of the PML-N as well. A three-judge Supreme Court (SC) bench
headed by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Mian Saqib Nisar ruled that “an
individual disqualified under Articles 62 and 63 of the Constitution cannot
serve as head of a political party. The apex court's verdict was in response
to 17 petitions challenging the controversial Elections Act 2017, which had
been passed through the parliament last year to bring back Nawaz Sharif
as the PML-N's president.
The judgement issued by the court reads:"Under Article 63-A of the
Constitution, the position of a party head of a political party that has representation in, interalia, the Parliament has a central role in the performance of duties by the members of the Parliament. For rendering such a
role, a party head must necessarily possess the qualifications and be free
of the disqualifications contemplated in Articles 62 and 63 of the Constitution." "The Election Act 2017 empowers a party head to perform multifarious functions that have [a] direct nexus with the process of elections to
the Parliament and to matters relating to the affairs of political parties having parliamentary presence," the judgement adds.
"As a consequence, it is declared that any person who suffers from lack
of qualification under Article 62 or disqualification under Article 63 of the
Constitution is debarred from holding the position of ‘party head’ by whatever name called and prohibited from exercising any of the powers provided in Article 63-A of the Constitution, as ‘party head’ or any other power
in the said capacity under any law, rule, regulation, statute, instrument or
document of any political party. Such bar and prohibition shall commence
from the date of disqualification and continue till such time that the lack of
qualification/disqualification of such person continues in terms of the provisions of Articles 62 and 63 of the Constitution," the judgement said.
"As a result of the above declaration, all steps taken, orders passed,
directions given and documents issued by Respondent No.4 [Nawaz
Sharif] as party head after his disqualification on 28.07.2017 are also declared to have never been taken, passed, given or issued in the eyes of
the law. The Election Commission of Pakistan is accordingly directed to
remove the name of Respondent No.4 (Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif)
as president/party head of Respondent No.3 (PML-N from all relevant
record(s)," the court's verdict read.
After this verdict, Nawaz Sharif said: “deliberations underway to disqualify me from politics for life.” "First, they paralysed the executive," Sharif
said. "Then yesterday, they snatched away the authority of Parliament [to
make laws]." He added that after the Panamagate verdict stripped him of
his premiership and a subsequent ruling took away his position as party
head, he was now only left with his name. "Now, only I am left. My name
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif remains. If you want to snatch this as well then
do it," he said.
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Although this decision is a death-blow to Nawaz Sharif’s political power
and prestige, he is not willing to surrender. He is becoming more and more
aggressive against the judiciary because he knows he has nothing more
to lose. “Politics is the art of impossible” and Nawaz Sharif wants to force
the judiciary for reversing its decisions through public pressure. To achieve
this purpose, he has already launched "Adil movement" in the country.
Nawaz Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz are holding massive gatherings in which they are not only severely criticising the judiciary but also
instigating the people to rise against the judiciary.
He is also using the names of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto,
who have become victims of the judiciary. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was hanged
after the judiciary's decision while Benazir Bhutto's two governments were
not restored by the courts. It is very interesting that Nawaz Sharif himself
has used the judiciary against Benazir Bhutto and Asif Ali Zardari. The judiciary has always supported him in the past. But, this time, the judiciary
has ousted him from the prime minister’s office.
To stay politically relevant and create fear in the judiciary and the army,
Nawaz Sharif has even called himself an ideological man. He has also
termed Mujeeb Ur Rehman as "a patriot and pro-Pakistani leader, who
was forced to turn into a traitor due to the wrong policies of the establishment". In fact, Nawaz Sharif is threatening that if the cases against him
are not reversed, he would break away Punjab with the support of masses.
No doubt, Nawaz Sharif has a popular support but he will not be able to
destabilise the country. The army, the PTI , the PPP, the JI and many other
political and social forces will become united against such a nefarious
move. Nawaz Sharif should realise this reality and accept all the verdicts
of the courts as he has no other option.
Shaheen Sehbai writes:" For Nawaz, the history of the last 25 years of
leaders, presidents, and PMs ousted for corruption is not encouraging.
Among a few of these disgraced men and women were Arnoldo Aleman,
ex-president of Nicaragua who was sentenced to 20 years in 2002 (he
looted $100m); Pavlo Lazarenko, the prime minister of Ukraine who was
arrested by Swiss authorities in 2008 (he looted $200m); Zine Al-Abidine
Ben Ali, the President of Tunisia (2011, looted $1bn to $2.6bn); Suharto of
Indonesia (1998, embezzled $15bn to $35bn); Jacob Zuma of South Africa
was just ousted by his party; Alvaroi Colom of Guatemala was arrested,
disqualified and jailed; Brazil’s ex-president Lula ousted by his party for
corruption; Brazilian Senate suspended and impeached President Dilma
Rousseff and in the same year South Korean Park Geun-hye was impeached by the parliament; Iceland prime minister Sigmundur David
Gunnlaugsson stepped down after the Panama Papers. Not one of them
tried to become a revolutionary or a victim. As Zahid Hussain noted in his
Dawn column, “Notwithstanding Sharif’s newfound aggressive populism,
it will be hard for the party to resort to a mass movement to get the court
ruling reversed.”
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Kashmir

LoC situation
fraught with risks
Prof. Dr. Obaid-ur-Rehman

Recent flare-up of violations of the Line of Control (LoC) by Indian troops
has resulted in great hardship for the people living on both sides of the divide. According to Al-Jazeera TV, the number of violations in 2017 reached
more than staggering 1,300, killing at least 52 and injuring 175 civilians.
Very recent statistics indicate that the first three weeks of 2018 have witnessed a continuous spree of violations of the LoC and Working Boundary
(WB) by the Indian army and Indian Border Force (BSF). During these violations, in addition to small arms, heavy weapons were used to kill dozens
and to injure hundreds of innocent civilians straddling the LoC and WB,
violating the UN resolutions and Ceasefire Agreement-2003 and all international norms of engagement not to target the civilian population.
The recent history of violations reveals the details of the astounding
figure of 1,881 ceasefire violations from 2014 to 2016 — 315 in 2014, 248
in 2015, 2016 in 2016, respectively. These violations entailed 300 deaths,
1,121 injuries during the period. It is interesting to compare it to the figures
of 1,062 violations of ceasefire violations from the period 2003 to 2013 –
11 in 2003, six in 2004, nine in 2006, 18 in 2007, 30 in 2008, 46 in 2009,
113 in 2010, 104 in 2011, 282 in 2012, 464 in 2013 — showing a gradual
upward trend during the years starting from 2003.
The increase in such violations is glaring since the assumption of governmental control by the ultra-conservative Modi government. The augmented ceasefire violations coincide with an increasing trend in the
persecution of religious minorities, particularly Muslims. The intransigence
of the part of India is not limited to the Line of Control only; it extends to
the Working Boundary as well.
The pattern of events threatens a probably violent conflagration between the two nuclear-armed neighbours. The situation is fraught with risks
for an already fragile and uneasy peace prevailing between the two countries. It is the need of the hour that sense should prevail and efforts be directed to avert any dire eventuality.
The history of these violations dates back to the Indian invasion of Kashmir on October 27, 1947, which gave rise to the first India-Pakistan war that
continued till January 1, 1949, when United Nations intervened to effect a
ceasefire between the two countries. Later developments resulted in bilateral agreements between the two countries like the Karachi Agreement1949, establishing a ceasefire in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. The
ceasefire was to be backed and supervised by the UN through the Truce
Subcommittee of the United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan
(UNCIP) which was established by UNSC Resolution 47, passed on April
21, 1948, and further to resolve the Kashmir conflict through mediation.
This resolution was an extension of, and improvement upon, an earlier Resolution 39 adopted on January 20, 1948, setting up a commission of three
members. UNSC Resolution 47 undertook to enhance the number of members to five. The Commission was directed to visit India and Pakistan to restore peace in the region and to prepare for the plebiscite in Kashmir. The
Commission continued to function till March 1951, when the UNSC, through
Resolution 91(1951), formed the United Nations Military Observers Group
in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) to supervise the Ceasefire Line (CFL)
now renamed as the Line of Control (LoC).
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Since the signing of the Simla Accord of 1972, India has stopped UNMOGIP from visiting the LoC, misinterpreting the Simla Accord through
misleading proclamations, thereby confusing the world community that
Kashmir has become a bilateral issue between India and Pakistan, to be
resolved bilaterally. The fact is that Kashmir is not a bilateral issue between
India and Pakistan as, in addition to the Kashmiris, the stakeholders are
also China, which controls 9,000 square miles of the area, and the UN
which has played a historical role by adopting a number of resolutions.
Taking a holistic view of the issue, the Indian mantra of bilateralism in the
Kashmir dispute does not seem to hold much water, nor is the LoC a permanent border.
India attempts to draw multiple benefits out of the massive violations of
the LoC. On the one hand, it is diverting the world attention from massive
violations of human rights being perpetrated in India-Occupied Kashmir
(IOK); on the other, it aims to label Pakistan as the state sponsor of terrorism
in IOK, in addition to obstructing the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). As far as the Indian allegations of Pakistan as the
state sponsor of terrorism in IOK are concerned, there does not seem to be
much substance as the LoC is heavily fenced with no probability of unilateral
crossing from Pakistan. The height of Indian callousness can be gauged
from a recent incident in which Indian security forces have gone to the extent
of targeting a school van killing several children near the LoC thereby flouting
all international norms of engagement. India thinks that the threatening posture can arm-twist Pakistan into accepting its hegemonic designs.
Kashmir is not just a territorial dispute between two neighbours, it has
been turned into the epicentre of a humanitarian crisis, in which over six
hundred thousand Indian troops have turned Kashmir valley into a virtual
jail for the Kashmiris. People there are sporadically denied access to electronic and social media to put across their plight to the outside world. Arbitrary detentions and staged encounters in which freedom loving activists
are being put to death is the order of the day. Forced disappearances and
denial of access to international organisations to investigate human rights
violations are among the state policy tools in a bid to curb the legitimate
political aspirations of the people of Kashmir. A state policy of persecution
of the people of Kashmir for over seventy years since the occupation of
Kashmir by India has failed to distance Kashmiris from the aspirations of
their inalienable right to self-determination in a fair, equitable and transparent manner.
The situation along the LoC is fraught with diabolical consequences for
both world and regional peace as any misadventure may likely lead to a
deadly clash between the two nuclear-armed neighbours in South-East
Asia. The recent hint of surgical strikes from the Indian side can wreak
havoc with the already fragile security situation along the LoC. Any such
misadventure from either side has the potential of turning into a nuclear
trade-off between the two countries. The need of the hour is to talk and
act with sanity so that a catastrophic eventuality may be averted. In a scenario such as this, the responsibility of the international community and
the UN increases manifold, as they need to act decisively and proactively
to avert a nuclear apocalypse in South Asia before it is too late.
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Your View
Haj 2018 balloting

Developing Karachi
WITH elections approaching, all political parties have woken up to the situa-

COMPARED to previous years, the government has col-

tion, and jump-started development plans in Karachi. New pipelines and roads

lected money from the public on account of Haj 2018 a bit

are being laid, the Lyari Express Way became functional while the carpeting of

too early and announced balloting for intending pilgrims on

Sharea Faisal took sudden speed. Nearly all main roads have been dug up in

January 28, which was postponed after a Sindh High

the name of development, the already perfect Tipu Sultan road is being

Court order stopped balloting. After the passage of nearly

loaded with a flyover while commuters have to face dust and bumpy roads.

three weeks, there is no announcement of a new balloting

Several areas were dug up for installing new sewerage lines. Many of the de-

date nor has the concerned ministry taken any further ac-

velopment works have left citizen’s coughing and sneezing. The surplus of

tion in the matter. Thus the government has still retained

construction equipment has been left on site. This is an exploitation of govern-

billions of rupees of hundreds of thousands of applicants.

ment resources on unplanned infrastructure that is only seasonal.

The previous practice was that after balloting the unsuc-

Wajeeha Shahid
Karachi

cessful applicants’ money was returned. I request the
Chief Justice of Pakistan to ensure early balloting and return of unsuccessful applicants’ money.
Yahqub Lodhi
Karachi

CCE- 2018
MANY government employees have applied for the Combined Competitive
Examinations (CCE), 2018. In 2013, the minimum age for for the CCE was 21

Foreign equivalence

years and maximum 28 years on September 1, 2013, and for those who had
four years of government service, the upper age limit was 35 years.

IT is unfortunate that the policies of our educational insti-

However, for this years’ combined examinations the minimum age is 21 years

tutes are hampering the progress of our youth. I refer to

and maximum age is 30 years on September 1, 2018, with two years of gen-

media reports regarding the foreign equivalence issue

eral relaxation. For those candidates who have four years of government serv-

raised in the Senate. The Inter Board Committee of

ice, the upper-age limit is surprisingly the same, that is 35 years. It should be

Chairmen was instructed by the Senate to come up with

37 years (with two years of general relaxation). If normal candidates are get-

an alternative method for students who hold a Foundation

ting two years of general relaxation , why then aren’t government employees

Diploma from abroad which is equivalent to an ‘A’ level

getting the same general relaxation of two years? In the CSS examinations,

qualification. It is regrettable that even after the Senate’s

government employees working on a contract basis on projects or in various

findings and prior to the publication of the IBCC report, no

other organisations are also getting the same age relaxation similar to what is

action has been taken to date.Students awaiting their re-

offered to permanent employees. However, in the advertisement for the Sindh

sults can plan accordingly, if this anomaly is addressed.

Public Service Commission’s Combined Competitive Examinations, 2018,

Muhammad Javed

nothing is mentioned about the inclusion of age relaxation for government

Lahore

contractual employees.
Imran Khan
Karachi

Pakistan-US relationship
THE Pakistan-United States relationship has reached
critical proportions. America continues to accuse and at-

PTCL billing

tack repeatedly while Pakistan denies and defends. This

THE management of the Pakistan Telecommunications Company Limited
recently unilaterally changed the last date for the settlement of monthly
bills from the fifth of the succeeding month to the last day of the month.
This change has created many hardships for the salaried class and pensioners The PTCL management should look into the matter and revert to
the previous procedure. The restoration of the previous practice will save
millions of PTCL subscribers from unwanted hardship.
M.M. Ather
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Karachi

cannot continue much longer; something has to give.
Our relations with Afghanistan cannot improve unless
the Pak-US relationship is first addressed. We also need
to focus on our deteriorating relations with our eastern
neighbour, before an accident or tactical misadventure
befalls us. It makes eminent sense to proactively seek
permanent solutions. Think out of the box; more of the
same will not do.
Imtiaz Hydari
Dubai
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America’s Corn Belt is making
its own weather

Sheep-human hybrid developed in
lab to solve organ donor shortage

Kimberly Hickok
The Great Plains of
the central United
S t a t e s — A m e r i c a ’s
Corn Belt—is one of
the most fertile regions on Earth, producing more than 10
billion bushels of corn
each year. It’s also
home to some mysterious weather: While the rest of the world has warmed, the region’s summer temperatures have dropped as much as a full degree Celsius, and
rainfall has increased up to 35%, the largest spike anywhere in the world.
The culprit, according to a new study, isn’t greenhouse gas emissions or
sea surface temperature—it’s the corn itself.
This is the first time anyone has examined regional climate change in the
central United States by directly comparing the influence of greenhouse
gas emissions to agriculture, says Nathan Mueller, an earth systems scientist at the University of California, Irvine, who was not involved with this
study. It’s important to understand how agricultural activity can have “surprisingly strong” impacts on climate change, he says. The Corn Belt
stretches from the panhandle of Texas up to North Dakota and east to Ohio.
The amount of corn harvested in this region annually has increased by
400% since 1950, from 2 billion to 10 billion bushels. Iowa leads the country
for the most corn produced per state. To see if this increase in crops has
influenced the region’s unusual weather, researchers at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in Cambridge used computers to model five different
30-year climate simulations, based on data from 1982 to 2001.
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Zoie O'Brien
Man mixed with animal embryos were grown at Stanford University inside a
“surrogate” to test the
breakthrough.
Next, human stem cells will
be planted into sheep embryos if permission is given
to take the experiment to the next level. The embryos will be genetically
modified so they cannot grow a pancreas and scientists hope human DNA
will fill in the missing code. If successful, an unlimited supply of human organs could be grown for harvesting. It is hoped the experiment can run for
a further 70 days to establish whether human cells can create an organ.
The American Association for the Advancement of Science in Austin heard
from the man at the helm of the project, Dr Hiro Nakuachi.
The expert claimed in just ten years human transplants using organs grown
in animals could be successful. “We have already generated a mouse pancreas in rats and then transplanted those into a diabetic mouse and were able
to show almost a complete cure without any immunosuppressants. “When it
comes to human-sheep it seems more difficult. So we would like to proceed
a little longer and this time use organ-deficient embryos. It could take five years
or it could take ten years, but I think eventually we will be able to do this.”
Humans living longer has created an organ donor shortage as more and
more people join the list. The operations are becoming routine within UK
hospitals. Robin Lovell-badge said there is still room for error since human
bodies may reject animal-grown organs.
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Highly processed foods tied to higher cancer risk
Steven Reinberg
Every 10 percent dietary increase in packaged snacks, fizzy drinks, sugary
cereals and other highly processed foods boosts the risk for cancer by 12
percent, new research suggests.
Breast cancer, in particular, was associated with greater consumption of
mass-produced, ultra-processed foods, according to the study. While these
foods may taste great, they're often loaded with sugar, salt and fat. They
also lack vitamins, fiber and other nutritional value. But nutritional value
might not explain the observed heightened cancer risk, the French researchers said. "Our results suggest that the lower overall nutritional quality
of ultra-processed foods is not the only factor involved in this relationship,"
said lead author Dr. Bernard Srour, of the University of Paris.
Exactly what it is about these foods or their packaging that might increase
cancer risk isn't yet known, said Srour, a biostatistician in the unit of nutritional epidemiology. "Studies are needed to understand the impact of different dimensions of food processing," he said. These should look at
nutritional composition and different additives and contaminants, he added.
Marjorie Lynn McCullough, strategic director of nutritional epidemiology at
the American Cancer Society, isn't surprised by the new findings. "This
study supports what we have been recommending for a long time," Mc-

Cullough said. "This includes eating a mostly
plant-based diet rich in
vegetables and fruits
and eliminating red
meat, processed foods
and sugars."
In several developed
countries,
ultraprocessed foods may
make up as much as 50
percent of the daily diet,
the researchers noted.
This includes convenience foods, such as
mass-produced baked breads and buns, snacks and cookies -- plus those
staples of modern-day childhood, chicken nuggets and fish sticks, Srour
said. Also on the list: instant soups, frozen or ready-to-eat meals, commercially made desserts and products processed with preservatives other than
salt -- for example, nitrites.

Want to keep the weight off? Eat more slowly
Steven Reinberg
Instead of gulping your food, try eating more slowly. It may help you drop
those unwanted pounds, a new study by Japanese researchers suggests.
Also helpful: Avoiding after-dinner snacks and eating anything in the two
hours before you go to bed, the researchers said. The study linked those
simple changes to a smaller waist, and lower rates of obesity and overweight. Compared with people who gobbled their food, those who ate at a
normal speed were 29 percent less likely to be obese. But those who ate
slowly were up to 42 percent less likely to be obese. In addition, slow eaters
tended to be healthier and to have a healthier lifestyle than those who ate
quickly or at a normal speed. The study could not, however, prove that eating speed causes or prevents obesity, only that it appears to be associated,
the researchers noted. They were led by Dr. Haruhisa Fukuda from the Department of Health Care Administration and Management at Kyushu University Graduate School of Medical Sciences in Fukuoka, Japan.
But, eating slowly may very well play a role in curbing obesity, said Dr.
David Katz, director of the Yale-Griffin Prevention Research Center in
Derby, Conn. He had no part in the study. "Practices that impose some
mindfulness and discipline on eating may help with both losing weight
and staying healthy," Katz said. He's also president of the American
College of Lifestyle Medicine. Slow eating is characteristic of a more
mindful approach. Food choice is more conscious, and eating is appreciated for quality rather than just quantity, he said. "Avoiding food in the
hours just before sleep also suggests a more thoughtful approach to
diet that involves some reasonable constraints," Katz said.
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The research team's findings came from analysis of health insurance
data on nearly 60,000 Japanese residents with diabetes who had made
insurance claims and had regular checkups between 2008 and 2013.
The checkups included weight and waist size measurements and the
results of blood, urine and liver function tests. Participants also were
asked about their lifestyle, including eating and sleep habits and alcohol
and tobacco use. At the start of the study, more than 22,000 people routinely ate quickly, while nearly 33,500 ate at a normal speed and almost
4,200 ate more slowly. Although reductions in waist size -- a sign of a
potentially harmful midriff bulge -- were small, they were greater among
those who ate slowly or at normal speed, the study found.
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Transit

November

Guy Lodge

Jessica Kiang

There are those who treat melodrama as a dirty word, but no
working filmmaker gives it a
cleaner, crisper reputation than
German auteur Christian Petzold, whose extraordinary antihistorical experiment Transit
nonetheless registers as his
most conceptually daring film to date. A refugee portrait that piles contrivance upon contrivance to somehow land at a place of piercing emotional acuity, this adaptation of Anna Seghers’ 1942 novel takes a
brazen, bounding risk right off the bat by stripping its story — about a
German concentration camp survivor seeking passage to North America
in Nazi-occupied France — of any external period trappings, relocating
it to a kind of liminal, sunburned present day.
It’s a leap not every viewer will readily take, but there’s a method to the
madness of Petzold’s modern-dress Holocaust drama: Transit invites
viewers to trace their own speculative connections between Seghers’
narrative and the contemporary rise in neo-Nazism and anti-refugee sentiment, all while its surtext remains achingly moving. An unexpectedly
subversive companion piece in multiple respects to Petzold’s last film,
2014’s twisty Auschwitz-survivor portrait Phoenix, Transit should rack up
international sales on the basis of its conversation-piece singularity and
its characteristically immaculate formal execution — and ought to make
a star of superb leading man Franz Rogowski, whose planed, haunted
face lingers in the mind as long as the film’s surfeit of discussion points.

It’s a folk tale too odd to
begin with “once upon a
time,” and far too peculiar to
end with “happily ever after.”
And yet in this surpassingly
strange film in which kratts
— enchanted scarecrowish
bundles of sticks and garden tools — stalk the Estonian landscape doing the nefarious bidding of their peasant masters, the
most striking images may in fact be of faces.
Rainer Sarnet’s deliciously, anciently offbeat November, which deservedly won the cinematography prize in Tribeca and went on to collect the best Estonian film prize at the Black Nights Film Festival in
Tallinn, is as much in love with the humdrum detail of its folkloric setting
as it is with its witchiness. The extraordinary physicality of the largely
non-professional supporting cast, wearing the weary, suspicious expressions of Klondike miners, with the grime of Time itself collected in
the grooves of their brows, does much of the storytelling. It’s having the
ordinary in such close proximity to the outlandish that makes November
so uncanny. And it’s rooting the bizarre behaviors of its characters in
such understandable motivations (usually greed) that makes it so unexpectedly funny and scabrously relatable.

Lady Bird
Simran Hans

Horizon
Alissa Simon
Although Georgian women may
not be marking a #MeToo moment in quite the same way as
their counterparts in the U.S. and
Western Europe, recent Georgian
features such as Nana Ekvtimishvili and Simon Gross’s My Happy Family and Ana Urushadze’s
Scary Mother have given their countrymen’s patriarchal attitudes a drubbing. Now, the naturalistic, melancholy-infused, observational drama
Horizon from multi-hyphenate Tinatin Kajrishvili (a producer on Scary
Mother) shows a discarded husband literally pining away of heartbreak,
a fate usually reserved for female characters. This accomplished, absorbing, even-handed look at the pain of a marital breakup should
broaden the director’s fan base on the festival circuit.
Immature, idealistic Tbilisi designer Giorgi (George Bochorishvili),
known to his friends and former wife as Gio, can’t come to terms with
the fact that pretty, cosmopolitan Ana (Ia Sukhitashvili) has called it
quits on their marriage. He behaves as if the only thing required is
some time and some flowers, and then he will be able to return from
the inconvenience of his mother’s spare room to the nuclear family flat
where Ana remains with their two young sons. But, in fact, Ana is already seeing someone new.
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In the conversations that have ushered
in its theatrical release, Lady Bird has
been described as Greta Gerwig’s directorial debut. Yet, with seven screenplays to her name and a co-director
credit on Joe Swanberg’s 2008 mumblecore drama Nights and Weekends,
it’s not as though she is new to making movies. Still, the endearing shagginess and goofy imperfection associated with Gerwig’s work in front of and
behind the camera are noticeably absent in this polished, muscular, Oscarnominated debut proper. Not a criticism exactly, but perhaps an explanation
for why the film has managed to transcend its indie dramedy trappings.
Set in Sacramento, California in 2002, it centres on Christine Lady Bird
McPherson (Saoirse Ronan), a high-schooler who behaves with the unselfconscious conviction of a young kid. She insists she be called by her
“given” name of Lady Bird (“It was given to me, by me”) Gerwig’s pinkhaired protagonist is seemingly unencumbered by the awkwardness and
fear that dogs most teenagers on the cusp of change. This cusp-ness is
where the film’s magic resides; its joyful, forward-rushing narrative rhythm
captures the feeling of adolescence ending before it has barely begun.
Though the film gives us milestones from Lady Bird’s coming of age, its key
preoccupation is the jagged relationship between Lady Bird and her mother
Marion (Laurie Metcalf), an overworked nurse whose blunt pragmatism butts
heads with her daughter’s dreams of moving to New York, “where culture is”.
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Inside Parliament

Rumi's Secret

Derek O Brien

Brad Gooch

Derek O Brien dominated Indian television as the country s most wellknown quizmaster for over two
decades, asking questions to millions
across India. Now he plays a key role
in the Rajya Sabha, raising difficult
questions from the front row in the
Upper House. One of the most candid, courageous voices of the Opposition, O Brien is articulate, incisive
and provocative qualities that are apparent in his writing. In this book,
comprising his best political essays,
Derek O Brien reflects on the state of
the nation, offering insights from a
unique vantage point inside Parliament. Never afraid of controversy or contention, he covers topics ranging
from the Constitution, the effects of a hasty GST rollout and demonetisation to the media, the lessons he s learnt as an MP and the 2019 elections. Thought-provoking and captivating at once, Inside Parliament is
required reading for all interested in understanding today s India and all
who care about its future.

From MTV to Mecca
Kristiane Backer
In the early 1990’s Kristiane
Backer was one of the very first
presenters of MTV Europe. For
some years she lived and
breathed the international music
scene, quickly gaining a cult following amongst viewers and becoming a darling of European
press. As she reached the pinnacle of her success she realised
that, despite having all she could
have wished for, she was never
truly satisfied. Something very important was missing.
A fateful meeting with Pakistani
cricket hero Imran Khan changed
her life. He invited her to his country where she encountered a completely
different world from the one she knew, the religion and culture of Islam.
Instead of pop and rock stars she was meeting men and women whose
lives were dominated by the love of God and who cared very little for the
brief glories of this world. She began to read the Quaran and to study
books about the Faith. A few years later, after travelling more widely in
the Islamic world and knowing that she had discovered her spiritual path,
she embraced Islam in a London mosque. And then her real adventures
began. In this very personal memoir Kristiane Backer tells the story of
her conversion and explains how faith, despite the many challenges she
faced, has given her inner peace and the meaning she sought.
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The acclaimed author of
Smash Cut, Flannery and City
Poet delivers the first popular
biography of Rumi, the thirteenth-century Persian poet
revered by contemporary
Western readers. The ecstatic
love poems of Rumi are
beloved by millions of readers
in America as well as around
the world.
He has been compared to
Shakespeare, for his outpouring of creativity and to St.
Francis of Assisi for his spiritual wisdom. Yet his life has
long remained the stuff of legend rather than intimate knowledge. In this
breakthrough biography, Brad Gooch brilliantly brings to life the man and
puts a face to the name Rumi as well as vividly coloring in his time and
place, a world as rife with conflict as our own. The map of Rumi’s life
stretched over 2,500 miles. Gooch traces this epic journey from Central
Asia, where Rumi was born in 1207, traveling with his family, displaced
by Mongol terror, to settle in Konya, Turkey.
Pivotal was the disruptive appearance of Shams of Tabriz, teaching him
to whirl and transforming him from a respectable Muslim preacher into
a poet and mystic. Their vital connection as teacher and pupil, friend
and beloved, is one of the world’s greatest spiritual love stories.

Mind Platter
Najwa Zebian

Mind Platter is a compilation of reflections on life as seen through the
eyes of an educator, student, and
human who experienced her early
days in silence. It is written in the
words of a woman who came from
Lebanon to Canada at the age of sixteen and experienced what it was
like to have fate push her to a place
where she didn't belong.
It is written in the voice of every person who has felt unheard, mistreated, misjudged, or unseen. The
book contains over 200 one-page reflections on topics we encounter in our everyday lives: love, friendship,
hurt, inspiration, respect, motivation, integrity, honesty, and more. Mind
Platter is not about the words it contains, but what the reader makes of
them. May this book give a voice to those who need one, be a crying
shoulder for those who yearn for someone to listen, and inspire those
who need a reminder of the power they have over their lives.
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