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great setback to the ruling PML-N. Although
the largest party in the Senate, the PML-N
could not manage enough votes and was
beaten by an unlikely combination of PPP
and PTI backed by some small political
groups. Some PML-N members also chimed
in and played a role in the opposition’s surprise win.
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Economics

Pakistan’s
financial fiasco
Shahid Hussain

Pakistan’s public debt has gone through the roof and every Pakistani
owes Rs130,000 as the five-year tenure of Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) government is about to end. Losses of public sector enterprises have exceeded Rs1.2 trillion and circular debt of the power
sector has reached over Rs1 trillion. Long power cuts have started with
the advent of the summer. The situation is worse than what Pakistan
faced in 2013, when the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government came to power.
An “experienced” team of politicians and economists has brought Pakistan to a point where the next government will find itself in deep trouble
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to run the affairs of the country. After almost five years of a rosy picture of
the economy, people have suddenly realised that all international surveys
and reports of Pakistan’s economic turnaround were not completely true.
More weaknesses and flaws of the present government will be exposed
in the interim setup and the next government would tell the people that the
national exchequer is empty and it has to repay huge internal and external
loans. The situation repeats itself with the installation of a new government
after every election in Pakistan.
According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Pakistan’s external
debt will climb to $103b by June 2019. In its latest assessment, it put Pak-
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istan’s gross external financing needs at a record $27 billion for the next
fiscal year and warned that arranging the financing at favourable rates
would be a challenge due to risks to the country’s debt sustainability. For
additional borrowings, Pakistan’s external debt would jump to $103.4 billion
by June 2019, up from this June’s projected level of $93.3 billion. Pakistan’s public debt would remain higher than the limit prescribed in the revised Fiscal Responsibility and Debt Limitation Act. Certain tables in the
report, which the IMF withheld in the past, show the adverse implications
of the PML-N government’s borrowing spree over the past four- and-a-half
years. The policy of building foreign currency reserves through expensive
loans and ignoring the export performance has come to haunt the policymakers. The IMF said the elevated current account deficit and rising external debt servicing, in part driven by the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC)-related outflows, were expected to lead to higher external
financing needs.
External financing would surge to $24.5 billion by June this year and
the country’s needs are expected to rise to around $27 billion by the end
of fiscal year 2018-19 and would go up to $45 billion by FY23. At the time,
Pakistan’s external financing needs will be equal to 10% of the national
output, which is a dangerous level. However, the more alarming part is the
growing challenges to arranging foreign loans. Pakistan has so far remained successful in contracting external borrowing that softened the impact of rising external imbalances on foreign exchange reserves. While
the level of external debt has remained moderate, continued mobilisation
of external financing at favourable rates could become more challenging
in the period ahead against the background of rising international interest
rates and increasing financing needs. Continued scaling up of CPEC investments could accelerate the build-up of related external payment obligations and Pakistan’s capacity to repay could deteriorate at a faster pace,
with faster depletion of foreign exchange reserves having adverse effects
on economic growth, it noted.
The IMF projections show a bleak picture for the next five years. Public
and publicly-guaranteed debt is projected to remain close to 70% of GDP
by 2023 under the baseline scenario. In the absence of strong consolidation measures, the fiscal deficit is expected to remain close to 6% of GDP
in the medium term, resulting in elevated debt levels. Adverse shocks, notably to economic growth and the primary balance, could lead to public
debt ratios rising well above 70%, it added.
In the meanwhile, circular debt in the power sector has almost doubled
from the levels in 2013. It is over Rs 922 billion. It has accumulated in over
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four years after the PML-N government repaid Rs 480 billion after coming
to power. According to the Asian Development Bank, there has been limited action in addressing the underlying causes of the circular debt, which
has kept investments at less than desired levels until 2017. “One underlying factor for the rise in circular debt is a lack of focus on the transmission
and distribution aspect of power supply amid the country’s increased focus
on adding capacities. The losses in the transmission and distribution system continue for a long time,” it noted.
Power outages have also increased in the country with the start of the
summer. Though the government claims there is no loadshedding in the
country, yet forced power shutdowns continue. Urban areas are facing four
to six hours of power suspension daily and the situation is worse in rural
areas, which suffer at least eight hours of loashedding. In December 2017,
the government had declared around 5,300 feeders load-free across Pakistan and said there would be no loadshedding on feeders with below 10
percent losses. Officials claim that electricity generation was 9,279MW in
December 2013, and demand was 11,800MW, having a shortfall of
2,522MW. They say the situation has changed now and the country has
surplus power. However, power theft, non-payment of bills and administrative issues lead to power cuts. As the government grapples with economic issues, losses of Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs), including the
PIA and Pak Steel Mills, have exceeded Rs1.2 trillion. Experts believe the
IMF has underestimated the losses and they have already crossed Rs1.6
trillion. Privatisation of the loss-making enterprises was part of the manifesto of the ruling party but it failed to act in four-and-a-half years. It plans
to sell them off in its last days, but it will not work. It will create doubts about
the privatization process and the opposition would resist it.
When the PML-N came to power in 2013, the biggest problem of Pakistan was terrorism. The issue has been resolved to a large extent but the
government cannot claim its credit. It was not even willing to launch a military operation against the Taliban, but the army decided to take a decisive
against militants and it has almost purged the country of them. Widespread corruption, large fiscal deficits, low expenditure on education and
health, electricity shortages, high inflation, rising prices, soaring unemployment and low economic growth were other issues, but the government failed to address them. Power cuts have improved in the
government but bills have almost doubled. All other challenges have compounded after years of inaction. The next government will have to face
even bigger challenges and it would have to take tough decisions to put
the country on the path to real progress.
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Elections

Senate showdown
and after
Nasim Ahmed

The Senate chairman’s election came as a great setback to the ruling
PML-N. Although the largest party in the Senate, the PML-N could not
manage enough votes and was beaten by an unlikely combination of
PPP and PTI backed by some small political groups. Some PML-N members also chimed in and played a role in the opposition’s surprise win.
It was yet another reverse that the PML-N has suffered on both legal
and political fronts in recent months. What happened in the course of the
Senate chairman’s election was a culmination of the political move initiated by Asif Zardari in Balochistan as a result of which the provincial government of Sardar Sanaullah Zehri was overthrown. It was an
unexpected defeat for the ruling party which was caught off-guard at a
critical moment.
That was a clear warning to the PML-N that the wind had begun to
blow in the reverse direction. It took the challenge seriously and, being
the single largest party in the upper house, was confident that it would
win the prized top post. It also played an ace by signaling its assent for
making PPP’s Raza Rabbani a consensus candidate.
But it had not reckoned with the wily Asif Zardari who manoeuvered
behind the scenes to frustrate the PML-N’s plans. The PTI joining hands
with the PPP was not really a surprise as their common objective was to
prevent the PML-N from taking control of the upper house. The two were
joined by smaller parties and some disgruntled PML-N members who
saw the ruling party’s bid to grab the Senate chairmanship as a threat to
the system itself.
The PPP-PTI partnership thwarted the PML-N’s attempt to establish
control over both houses of parliament. Winning the Senate election was
particularly important for the ruling party to be able to change the laws in
order to remove the disqualification of the former prime minister. The
Senate election had also assumed greater significance because of rising
political polarisation and the approach of the general elections. In the
last moments of a close fight, the PML-N committed a tactical mistake
by nominating Raja Zafar ul Haq, a weak candidate.
Disqualified ex-PM Nawaz Sharif who has unleashed a series of virulent attacks on the judiciary had made no secret of his plans to bring in
new legislation to curtail the powers of the judiciary. Winning the Senate’s
top slot would have been a step towards that. So, the battle was not just
about the control of the upper house of parliament. The larger aim was
to kill any possibility of political revival of a twice disgraced Nawaz Sharif.
Senate chairmanship would have given a massive moral and political
boost to the PML-N Guide for Life.
Some observers have interpreted the Senate election results as an
indicator of the shape of things to come. The PML-N candidate not only
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lost but lost by a big margin. The outcome was the result of arch political
rivals PPP and PTI coalescing into a marriage of convenience. Analysts
have argued that although PPP and PTI are politically and ideologically
far apart, the possibility of seat adjustment in the coming elections and
stray electoral alliances against the PM-N, the common enemy, cannot
be ruled out, especially in the crucial province of Punjab
From another perspective, the outcome of the Senate chairman election has further embittered the PML-N and deepened its animus against
the Establishment. PML-N supporters admit that there was a convergence of interests between the PPP and PTI but they do not discount
the hand of the deep state in the whole episode. According to them, the
tell-tale signs range from political re-engineering in Balochistan and the
emergence of an independent group of newly elected senators from that
province to the defeat of PML-N in the numbers game in the Senate elections.
What fate now awaits Nawaz Sharif? His shrill speeches in public
notwithstanding, he is a picture of a man sinking deeper into political depression with each passing day. The biggest challenge for him is to maintain unity in the PML-N ranks in the aftermath of the latest setback. He
is no longer official head of the party and with corruption cases against
him coming to a concluding stage, he seems to be fast losing his grip
over the party machine.
In these circumstances defections from the party are bound to grow
in the coming days. The party is now divided between Sharif loyalists
headed by Maryam Nawaz and supporters of Shahbaz Sharif who are in
favour of evolving an understanding with the Establishment. Support for
this line of action has gained traction after the latest warning by the top
military leadership that it stands with the judiciary in its efforts to bring
the corrupt to account and improve governance for the solution of people’s basic problems of daily life.
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But it had not reckoned with the
wily Asif Zardari who manoeuvered behind the scenes to frustrate the PML-N’s plans. The PTI
joining hands with the PPP was
not really a surprise as their common objective was to prevent the
PML-N from taking control of the
upper house. The two were joined
by smaller parties and some disgruntled PML-N members who
saw the ruling party’s bid to grab
the Senate chairmanship as a
threat to the system itself.
The growing judicial activism is a direct result of the failure of the democratic system to deliver. The fact is that democracy in Pakistan has over
the years become a smokescreen for rule by a small group of Sharif family members, which weakened civilian institutions and parliament, creating a vacuum to be filled by non-political forces.
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Society

World happiness
index and Pakistan
`Nasim Ahmed

What is the measure of happiness? How happy are we? Are we happier
than others? Is our happiness level going up or down? These are tricky
and difficult questions to answer.
Unlike inflation and economic growth rates, happiness is hard to measure. It is commonly believed that material well-being is a pre-condition for
being. But it has been found that many poor persons are happy, while
many rich people are miserable. In a wider sense, happiness is a state of
mind borne out of many complex factors.
Now the UN has come out with its annual fourth World Happiness Report that gauges happiness across the globe with an extensive survey of
thousands of happy and unhappy people. The report released last week
coincided with the UN World Happiness Day on March 20.
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The idea behind the “happiness project” is unique. The traditional
measures of economic well-being ike GDP, inflation and life expectancy,
which deal with numbers, have their limitations and fail to capture many
variables and intangible elements that go into making a person happy or
unhappy. Many former World Bank economists have expressed their dissatisfaction with GDP and such like metrics in assessing the level of
human happiness.
According to the authors of the Happiness Report, happiness provides
a better indicator of human welfare than do income, poverty, education,
health and good government measured separately. The latest report has
also included inequality of happiness as an additional measure and has
come to the conclusion that those who live in places where happiness is
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equitably spread are happier than
those who live in an unequal society.
The report was produced by the
United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network and edited
by three economists - Sachs, the network's director and a professor at
Columbia University, John F. Helliwell, a senior fellow at the Canadian
Institute for Advanced Research and
professor emeritus at the University
of British Columbia, and Richard Layard, a director of the Well-Being
Programme at the London School of
Economics' Centre for Economic
Performance.
The research is based on Gallup
International surveys conducted from
2015 to 2017, in which thousands of
respondents were asked to imagine
a ladder with steps numbered 0 to 10
and to say which step they felt they
stood on, a ranking known as the
Cantril Scale. According to Mr.
Sachs, to say one country is happier
than another is a dicey business. He
also noted that the happiest countries have very different political
philosophies from the US. He said
that most of the top 10 happiest
countries are social democracies,
which "believe that what makes people happy is solid social support systems, good public services, and even
paying a significant amount in taxes
for that."
The study cites six significant factors, which determine a person’s level of happiness. These are: gross domestic product per capita, social support, life expectancy, freedom to make
life choices, generosity and corruption levels. The results are based on
these six key factors.
According to the latest UN survey, Finland is the world’s happiest country while troubled Burundi in Africa is the most discontent. In addition to its
joyful locals, Finland is also home to the happiest immigrants, the study
found. The Nordic nation headed the 156-country ranking, followed by
last year’s winner Norway, Denmark, Iceland which clinched the second,
third and fourth positions, respectively. The United States and the United
Kingdom were in 18th and 19th place, respectively.
The issue of migration was placed at the heart of the 2018 report, which
also ranked 117 countries according to happiness of their immigrants. With
a population of around 5.5 million people, Finland counted some 300,000
foreigners in 2016. According to John Helliwell, co-editor of the report: “The
most striking finding of the report is the remarkable consistency between
the happiness of immigrants and the locally born.”

The idea behind the “happiness
project” is unique. The traditional measures of economic
well-being ike GDP, inflation and
life expectancy, which deal with
numbers, have their limitations
and fail to capture many variables and intangible elements
that go into making a person
happy or unhappy.
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The study found that the 10 happiest countries in the overall rankings
also scored highest on immigrant happiness, suggesting that migrants’
wellbeing depends primarily on the quality of life in their adopted home.
“Those who move to happier countries gain, while those who move to less
happy countries lose,” added Helliwell.
The unhappiest nation was Burundi whose leader, President Pierre
Nkurunziza, changed his title from “eternal supreme guide” to “visionary”
last week. Neutral observers decry the cult of personality surrounding Nkurunziza, who has been in power since 2005 and triggered a political crisis
in the tiny central African nation when he won a third term three years ago.
Venezuela, also rattled by a political and economic crisis, tumbled 20
places to the 102nd spot from 2017.
Surprisingly, Pakistanis are the happiest among all their bordering nations on the UN ranking table. Islamabad is 58 points ahead of its archrival India, 11 points ahead of its all-weather friend China, 31 of Iran, and
70 points ahead of Afghanistan. Pakistan is 92 on the list of 156 countries;
more joyous than Iran (105) and India (118), but lagging behind Saudi Arabia (34). Bangladesh was ranked 115, down 40 points compared to Pakistan; Sri Lanka was ranked 116; China 86; Iran 106; India 133; and
Afghanistan was ranked 145 on the index.
The report concludes that there are large gaps in happiness between
countries, and these will continue to create major pressures to migrate.
Some of those who migrate between countries will benefit and others will
lose. In general, those who move to happier countries than their own will
gain in happiness, while those who move to unhappier countries will tend
to lose. One solution is to raise the happiness of people in the sending
countries – perhaps by the traditional means of foreign aid and better access to rich-country markets, but more importantly by helping them to grow
their own levels of trust, and institutions of the sort that make possible better lives in the happier countries.
Some critics have found fault with the structure of the questions asked
to measure happiness - a ladder, with steps numbered from 0 at the bottom
to 10 at the top. The top of the ladder represents the best possible life for
one and the bottom of the ladder represents the worst possible life. The
respondent was asked to answer on which step of the ladder he/she felt
they stood. Thus, in essence, they were asked about personal accomplishments, not about happiness.
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Strategy

Musharraf as a
bargaining chip?
Muhammad Hassan

The government has set its sight to bring back former President General (retd) Pervez Musharraf to face a treason case in the country after
its failure to get relief for the Sharif family in corruption cases. It appears
the ruling party wants to use the former president as a bargaining chip
in negotiations with the establishment.
According to sources, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has
contacted the establishment twice for relief for his elder brother and former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family from corruption cases
after becoming the president of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N). However, the establishment informed him that it had no role
in the cases and it could not influence the court at any point. The ruling
party also created rumours, which were also carried by a section of the
press, that Shahbaz Sharif had called on Army Chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa twice in 72 hours. However, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the media wing of the army, rejected it. ISPR Director
General (DG) Major-General Asif Ghafoor said in a tweet, “News about
meeting of Army Chief with Punjab CM twice during last 72 hours being
reported by a media house is baseless and highly irresponsible. No
such meeting has taken place.” Later, Shahbaz Sharif also denied it.
The rumour of the meeting was created by the ruling party with a
purpose. It was a message to its legislators, who are ready to leave the
party after the conviction of ousted Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in corruption cases, that Shahbaz Sharif is close to the establishment and
will rescue his elder brother and the party. It was also an attempt to
woo voters. However, it failed to produce desired results as PML-N
MNAs and MPAs, who are annoyed at the party leadership, have not
changed their mind. Some of them have already joined the PTI and
other parties and the rest of them would ditch it soon. They say they
could not remain part of the ruling party even if it struck a deal with the
establishment and Nawaz Sharif was exonerated from all cases.
Few weeks ago, the ruling party displayed threatening banners for
the establishment, the army and the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) of
Imran Khan in its Sangla Hill public meeting. They were also advertised
in leading newspapers. They were from workers, who warned “actors
and directors” of dire consequences if they continued their activities
against the Sharif family. “Workers will lay down their lives for Nawaz
Sharif and they can also take lives of others for him,” the banners and
advertisement said. Obviously, the “actors” were the judiciary, Imran
Khan and the media and the “directors” were the establishment.
A recent “private” visit of Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi to
the US was also suspicious. It is said he assured the US officials of a
crackdown against all organizations on their hit list, if they negotiated
relief with the Pakistani establishment for the Sharif family. It is said the
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Sharifs have also been considering the option of using former President
Pervez Musharraf as a bargaining chip in talks with the establishment
for many months. The idea gained momentum after the Supreme Court
of Pakistan disqualified former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. They want
to see his return at any cost. They believe it will divert the focus of the
courts and the public from their corruption cases and if Musharraf is
convicted for treason, which is punishable by death, the country will
plunge into chaos and they could escape unhurt from the courts.
Under a planning, the government has focused its attention to bring
back Musharraf. It has started pursuing his case with renewed efforts.
The government had put the case in cold storage for years but revived
it after seeing a chance to settle the score with the establishment. A
special court hearing the treason case has also ordered the government to take special measures to bring him back from the United Arab
Emirates. A three-member special court, headed by Peshawar High
Court Chief Justice Yahya Afridi and Lahore High Court Chief Justice
Yawar Ali and Balochistan High Court Justice Tahira Safdar as its members, ordered the Interior Ministry to take action for his arrest through
Interpol. The court also ordered the attachment of his property. The
bench, formed in 2013, is hearing the case of imposition of an emergency by Musharraf in November 2007. The court also ordered suspension of his passport and the national identity card.
Seeing the noose tightening around his neck, Pervez Musharraf is
likely to return in the beginning of the next month after he gets an assurance of the provision of foolproof security from the government. It is
said he has been consulting his close aides about making Karachi a
hub of all his political activities on returning to Pakistan. He had left the
country after the government did not object to a Supreme Court order
to permit him to leave abroad for treatment. The government wanted
to use the judiciary for political point-scoring against him, which forced
the establishment to rescue him but it left the three in an awkward situation.
He faced charges including treason and the murder of former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto. The government launched a treason case
against him to distract the public attention from real issues of the country in 2014, which boomranged and threatened its own survival. The
government and the judiciary put the ball in each other’s court several
times. At last, the military had to intervene to save its former boss. If
he returns, the situation will not be different. The tenure of the PML-N
government will end in two months and the caretaker government would
not be interested in the case. The next government will not be in a position to pursue it and another pipedream of the Sharifs to save themselves and the party would be dashed.
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Psephology

Challenges to
transparent elections
Raza Khan

Pakistan is very much on the track of achieving a milestone in its history as
the elected governments at the federal and provincial levels are most likely to
complete their five-year constitutional tenures. This would be the second time
ever that elected governments would complete their stipulated time period.
The development augurs well for the country and democracy. However, the
future of democracy in Pakistan depends on the manner the next national
elections are conducted. If the elections were not to be free, fair and independent, it would be catastrophic for the country and democracy. At the moment there are several issues and obstacles in the way of free and transparent
elections, as well as the question of a sizable participation of people in the national polls.
The foremost problem is the installation of the caretaker governments at
the centre and provinces. According to the constitution, the sitting leader of
the house and leader of the opposition in each assembly would agree on the
caretaker prime minister and chief ministers. In case of disagreement between
them the matter would be referred to a parliamentary committee and it even
it fails to decide then the final decision would be taken by the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP). One hopes that our political parties would demonstrate the much-needed political maturity to put in place a caretaker prime
minister and chief ministers. If the matter at the centre and provinces were to
be left to the ECP, it may result in problems. Already certain decisions of the
ECP, like allowing absconding former Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, to contest
Senate elections and giving a clean chit to members of parliament and provincial assemblies, who have crossed floor, have made it controversial.
There is a strong possibility that political parties, especially the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) may start a movement to replace the sitting members
of the ECP, headed by former judge, Sardar Raza Khan. The PTI has been
raising objections to the behavior of ECP members and calling into question
their decisions. The PTI opinion would matter a lot in this connection as it has
been the party which staged the months-long sit-in in the federal capital, Islamabad, and held national life in abeyance to press for verification and counting of votes, as it levelled charges of electoral fraud against the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N). Although the PTI demand of resignation of
prime minister Nawaz Sharif did not bear fruit, but this agitation brought the
issue of free, fair and transparent elections to the fore and, thus, a key aspect
of political problems in Pakistan. Ultimately, Sharif was removed from office
due to large-scale charges of corruption unearthed by International Consortium of Journalists (ICJ), investigated by a Joint Investigation Team (JIT), appointed by the Supreme Court of Pakistan and which presented its findings to
the latter. Sharif’s removal through a judgment of the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) also brought the role of the ECP into question because it could
not look into the undeclared assets of candidates.
So the role of ECP in holding free, fair and transparent elections has become important and controversial at the same time.
A key issue in the next national elections would be the reconstitution of
electoral constituencies across the country. Apart from reconstitution changes
in the traditional sequence of national and provincial assembly constituencies,
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in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province it is also going to create’ controversies as
well as problems for the voters. There are charges from the opposition parties
of gerrymandering in favour of the ruling party the PML-N and creation of confusion among voters. For instance, traditionally in Pakistan the National Assembly constituencies have been starting from NA-1 in Peshawar, capital of
the KP province. However, in the new scheme of things, NA-1 would start from
the northwestern most KP district of Chitral. Such experimentation is not going
to help the country or democracy.
The issue of introducing electronic voting in the next general elections is
also there to test the credentials of the ECP. So far there is no clear cut strategy or announcement from the electoral body whether there would be electronic voting machines in the next parliamentary elections or not. However,
from time to time the ECP has been expressing its incapacity to introduce
electronic voting machines in the 2018 elections. Such expression of inability
does not absolve the ECP of its primary duty to hold free, fair and transparent
elections in the country. The issue of electronic voting is going to haunt the
ECP and quality of democracy in the country. Electronic voting may not be a
panacea to all the problems associated with electoral fraud and voter turn out,
but it could go a long way to improve the electoral process and, obviously, of
governance in the country.
The matter of giving overseas Pakistanis the right to vote is another very
important area for the ECP and even the superior courts of Pakistan. In the
2013 elections, the ECP had expressed its inability before the SCP to take
measures for voting across the world. At that time the SCP had given instructions that at least in the next elections to be held in 2018, the ECP should take
steps for participation of overseas Pakistanis and the electoral body had promised to comply. However, now again there have been reports that the ECP is
citing capacity issues to provide opportunity to overseas Pakistanis to vote.
The PTI, which last time pressed for the voting of overseas Pakistanis, has
now decided to take the issue to the SCP. One hopes that the latter would
give instructions to the ECP to make arrangements to provide the opportunity
of voting to overseas Pakistanis. The issue is not of capacity, but more of political will. This will has been lacking to give voting rights to overseas Pakistanis, a community which is profoundly patriotic as is evident from the sending
of tens of billions of dollars of remittances of their hard-earned money to Pakistan. If the overseas Pakistanis are not given the right to vote, this would create a question mark over the freeness of the next elections.
The above is not an exhaustive list of issues to be dealt with in the next
general elections. There are many other matters which need to be looked into.
These include, among others, how the newly registered voters would be provided the opportunity to vote. How many new voters would be eligible to vote.
What the ECP would do to improve the rate of voter turnout so as to improve
the scale of representativeness of the political system.
All these issues are really important for the future of Pakistan and democracy in the country. It is hoped that much homework must have been done by
the ECP and, if it has not, it must come in full swing to befittingly address all
these issues.
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A trailer for the
next elections
Muhammad Ali

The election of the Senate chairman was shocking for the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) as it failed to install its candidate
despite a clear majority. The number of votes of the ruling party and
its allies was at least 53 and the opposition trailed by at least two
votes. The opposition won by 11 votes in the final count and the result
could be a window to the next elections which are due in few months.
Balochistan Senator Sadiq Sanjrani, who was elected as an independent candidate, became Senate chairman after he secured 57
votes out of the total 103, defeating PML-N's Raja Zafarul Haq, who
managed only 46. He was supported by the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
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(PTI) of Imran Khan, on the grounds that he belongs to Balochistan
and his appointment as Senate chairman would alleviate the sense of
deprivation from the most impoverished province of Pakistan and
strengthen the federation. Initially, the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
said the idea was not bad and later announced support for him, on the
pretext that it would empower the people of Balochistan. However, it
did not forget to negotiate for the success of its candidate for the
deputy chairman slot in return. It was the first time the PTI and the
PPP struck an underhand deal and the PPP voted for the PTI-backed
candidate and the PTI voted for the PPP nominee. Their brief electoral
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However, the nomination of
Raja Zafarul Haq by the ruling
party told another story. The
late General Zaiul Haq called
him the opening batsman of
his team as he was his close
aide and minister in his cabinet. He is still close to the establishment.
alliance has become a new narrative of the ruling party ahead of the
elections.
Sadiq Sanjrani was backed by the joint opposition, including the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P), Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and independents from
Balochistan and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). The
PPP had 20 votes, PTI 12, FATA independents eight, Balochistan independents six and MQM-P five votes. The total number of their votes
was 51. The PPP's Saleem Mandviwalla and Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PkMAP)’s Usman Khan Kakar were fielded by the joint opposition and the ruling party's bloc, respectively, for the post of deputy
chairman. Mandviwalla was elected to the seat with 54 votes against
Kakar, who secured 44 votes. The MQM's five senators abstained from
the deputy chairman's election.
Earlier, the PM-N had offered the PPP its support if it named former
Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani for a third term. "I want to see a personality like Raza Rabbani as Senate chairman," Nawaz Sharif told
the media before the election. However, the PPP declined. If the PPP
had accepted the offer, Rabbani could have been re-elected without
resistance and all other parties would also have voted for him. Even it
would have been difficult for the PTI to oppose him. However, PPP
leader Asif Ali Zardari rejected the offer of former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif openly. Addressing a press conference, he accused
Raza Rabbani of not resisting the "undemocratic" moves of Nawaz
Sharif. He also alleged that Rabbani had not resolved the party’s reservations about the 18th Amendment and tried to side with Nawaz Sharif
during his tenure. He said he had the required number of votes and
challenged the ruling party to bring its own candidate. It is said Zardari
was not even willing to allot Rabbani a Senate seat and only agreed
to it on Bilawal Bhutto's request. Zardari had also rejected Rabbani's
repeated requests for a meeting with him since January this year,
which was a clear message to him.
It is said most PPP leaders supported Rabbani but Zardari was annoyed at him when his close friend and former Petroleum Minister Dr.
Asim Hussain was arrested in 2015. After it, Zardari broke all ties with
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and asked Rabbani to get tough
with the government, but he failed. By rejecting the offer of Nawaz
Sharif, Zardari conveyed a strong message to him that he had neither
forgotten nor forgiven him for Dr. Asim’s arrest. It is said Rabbani was
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also speaking against the establishment which was against the policy
of Zardari, who wants better relations with it. On the other hand, Rabbani was acting like a member of the PML-N by criticizing the establishment and the judiciary. His statements about the establishment and
the judiciary sometimes created an impression that he had joined the
ruling party secretly. The biggest issue for Zardari was that he could
not side with the sinking ship of the PML-N. He knows from his experience that the ruling party has no future and it will meet the fate of the
MQM after the arrest of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. It is said
the PPP and the PTI could enter into a secret alliance before the election because open support to each other would be damaging for them.
The victory of the opposition’s candidates as Senate chairman and
deputy has left PML-N leaders fuming. Maryam Nawaz, daughter of
Nawaz Sharif, termed both Asif Zardari and Imran Khan “pawns”. “You
did not win...you are losers. Zardari and Imran had become one after
reaching its (establishment’s) darbar (shrine). People have seen your
real face as you are herded like goats,” she said in her tweet. PML-N
Ministers Talal Chaudhry and Marriyum Aurangzeb said, “There is a
clear division between two teams — one is democratic eleven and
other is the one that dances to the tune of someone (a reference to
the establishment). In the 2018 general elections, the masses will not
vote for their representatives. Votes were bought in the election and
Sanjrani was not elected but recruited as Senate chairman,” they told
the media.
However, the nomination of Raja Zafarul Haq by the ruling party
told another story. The late General Zaiul Haq called him the opening
batsman of his team as he was his close aide and minister in his cabinet. He is still close to the establishment. The ruling party had fielded
him in a bid to get some favours for the party and the Sharifs from the
establishment. When it failed, the PML-N started criticizing the establishment and the PPP.
Sanjrani’s election was a success for the PTI, in the sense that he
was first named by it. It was the first time the PPP followed its archrival
and decided to vote for Sanjrani. The underhand understanding between the two parties could continue before and after the election, because both think the PML-N is a bigger evil and deeply-entrenched
and they would need each other’s support to uproot it. On the other
hand, the Senate loss is a huge shock for the ruling party and tells it
to get ready for similar results in the next elections.
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MMA

Religious parties regroup
to regain lost glory
Muhammad Zain

Five religious parties of the country have revived an old alliance with the manifesto of the protection of the Islamic identity of the country, its safety and democratic stability, 10 years after it was dissolved over differences following its
golden period in the Musharraf era. The future of the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
(MMA) appears to be uncertain and it will be a great achievement if it bags
more than one dozen seats of the National Assembly in the next election.
Two major parties of the alliance, the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
and the Jamaat-i-Islami (JI), are still part of the government at the Centre and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, respectively, which speaks about their dependence on
major political parties. Maulana Fazlur Rehman of the JUI-F is the president
of the alliance while Liaquat Baloch of the JI is its general secretary. One party
of the past alliance, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam of Maulana Samiul Haq, has refused
to become part of it, which has weakened it considerably, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), which
could be merged with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The MMA fancies its chances in
the election after religious parties performed well in by-polls in Lahore and Peshawar. However, it was the Brelvi Tehreek-i-Labbaik, headed by a firebrand
Khadim Rizvi, that had outperformed other religious parties and it is also not
part of the alliance.
The new alliance can also perform well if the formula of former Army Chief
General (retd) Ashfaq Parvez Kayani is tested again in the 2018 election, like
the elections in 2013 and 2008. The formula provided “something for every
party.” If it is applied again, a new alliance could form the government in Sindh
after defeating the PPP, with the help of regional and religious parties. The
Pakistan Muslim League-Q of the Chaudhrys of Gujrat could also form the
next government in the Punjab with the help of religious parties and defectors
from the PML-N. It could also be supported by the PTI, which can go to any
extend to dislodge the ruling party from its home province. The religious alliance can also bag a large number of seats in Balochistan and form the government. Even if it is not able to win majority seats, it will be in a position to
form a coalition government, which has been the past practice in the province
for many decades as part of efforts of the establishment to include all parties
in the government.
The PTI may come to power at the Centre but it will be dislodged in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, where the PML-N could form the next government, with the
help of religious parties. Though the PPP had come to power in 2008, yet the
PML-N miraculously bagged over 60 National Assembly seats. In 2013, when
the PTI had become a big political force, it was given its due hare in politics
by handing it the most restive province of Pakistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
However, it is yet to be seen whether the plan will succeed this time. The PTI
will resist if it is given power in the Centre but deprived of its share in the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. On the other hand, the PPP will resist its ouster
in Sindh tooth and nail. It has already been reduced to a rural Sindh party from
being popular in all the four provinces. It will not accept any move to be dislodged from its last refuge.
The Jamaat-e-Islami, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl, Jamiat Ulema-i-PakistanNoorani, Markazi Jamiat Ahle Hadith and Islami Tehreek have revived the alliance after meetings for many months. The JUI-F and the JI were not willing
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to join hands again from the outset and when it appeared the talks will fail,
they agreed mysteriously. The MMA was created by the establishment in the
Musharraf era to replace the PPP and the PML-N, whose leaders were in
exile. The religious alliance formed the government in Khyber Pakhtunkawa
(then NWFP) and was a coalition partner in the Balochistan government, but
failed to produce desired results in the Punjab and Sindh.
The MMA, representing all the four schools of thought, Brelvi, Deobandi,
Ahle Hadith and Shia, was established before the 2002 general election and
it proved to be the most successful alliance of religious parties in the country.
It emerged as the main opposition in the National Assembly to Pervez Musharraf’s “Kings Party” (PML-Q), and became the ruling party in the then NWFP
and an ally of the ruling alliance in Balochistan. However, the alliance became
defunct shortly before the 2008 polls after differences developed among the
top leadership over the mode of contesting elections. In other words, the alliance went into oblivion when the establishment stopped its patronage.
Religious parties belonging to the Brelvi sect have also formed the Nizami-Mustafa Grand Alliance to contest the 2018 general election. Former PPP
Minister Hamid Saeed Kazmi was elected its temporary head. The two religious alliances have been formed in the backdrop of the success of religious
parties in by-polls in Lahore and Peshawar. In NA-4, Peshawar, Dr. Shafique
Ameeni, an independent candidate, who was backed by Tehreek-i-Labbaik,
managed to get 8,218 votes while JI candidate Wasil Farooq received 6, 337
votes. In Lahore’s NA-120 by-polls, Sheikh Azhar Hussain, a candidate of
Tehreek-i-Labbaik, got 7,130 votes.
It is not yet clear whether the establishment is behind the revival of the
MMA, but it is obvious that the alliance aims to target Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan. Like the past, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will be its prime target.
PTI Chairman Imran Khan has already forged an electoral alliance with the
JUI-S of Maulana Samiul Haq, who is a staunch opponent of Maulana Fazlur
Rehman. In the current circumstances, it appears the PML-N of former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif might have facilitated the formation of the alliance to
upstage its archrival Imran Khan’s party in the province. However, if the establishment is behind its formation, it means it is still working on a decade-old
formula.
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Economics

Trade policy fails to
meet its target
Jahangir Hayat

According to the latest reports, Pakistan would miss its over-ambitious export target of $35 billion by June 2018, which the federal government set
in the three-year Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF) 2015-18. Now
another trade policy framework covering the period 2018-2023 has been
formulated with the target of $61 billion exports by 2023.
The new policy is said to revolve around eight key factors: “institutional
strengthening, trade promotion and branding, trade facilitation, marketing
access and regional connectivity, services strategy, product development,
compliance and gender mainstreaming.” That is what the last STPF focused on as well. But nothing concrete was achieved.
The latest official claim is that Pakistan can push exports above $35
billion in the next five years. As proof, the government cites the figure that
after a drop in exports over the past three years, the shipments have recovered at an average pace of 10-11% per month since the beginning of
the current fiscal year in July 2017. If the pace of growth is maintained in
remaining months of the year, then Pakistan’s exports will reach $23 billion
by the end of the current fiscal year.
The last document had said: “STPF 2015-18 has identified four main
pillars on the basis of (i) key enablers, (ii) evaluation of STPF 2012-15, (iii)
emerging global trade scenario and (iv) extensive consultation with the private sector and other stakeholders. These pillars are as follows: (a) Product sophistication and diversification (research and development, value
addition, and branding); (b) market access (enhancing share in existing
markets, exploring new markets, trade diplomacy and regionalism); (c) institutional development and strengthening (restructuring, capacity building,
and new institutions); and (d) trade facilitation (reducing cost of doing business, standardization, and regulatory measures).” The last STPF had
clearly spelled out that improving export competitiveness is one of its targets, whereas improving industrial competitiveness was also one of its key
enablers across various factors, including quality infrastructure, labour productivity, access to utilities, and level of technological development. But
few of these objectives were achieved.
Experts are of the opinion that Pakistan has failed to meet its export
target mainly due to delay in implementation of most of the policy initiatives
and partly due to a nine-month delay in announcement of the policy. Major
causes of the policy failure are lack of diversification of exports, little innovation and value addition in export goods, insignificant research to know
latest consumer needs and failure to find new markets. Seventy per cent
of exports comprise three traditional products including textiles. Secondly,
the country mostly exports commodities in bulk instead of shipping them
in packages. Around 74% of food items and 40% of textile goods are exported in the form of commodity. Needless to say, higher value addition
may attract higher export income.
Recently, a consultative session on the Strategic Trade Policy Framework (2019-23) was jointly organised by the Ministry of Commerce and US
Agency for International Development (USAID) at which various export options were discussed. The consensus of opinion at the meeting was that
Pakistan has a lot of potential and can achieve an export growth rate of
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15-20% per year.
To achieve this target, the new policy must be based on the lessons
learned from the failure of the last one. One of the key failures previously was
lack of an inter-ministerial and inter-governmental working relationship vital to
achieve targets of such a tall order. In this connection, it is important to mention
that several tax reform commissions have advised the government to form
working groups comprising the Ministry of Commerce (MoC) and the FBR;
MoC and Ministry of Finance; MoC and SMEDA; MoC and SBP and the MoC
and provincial governments. These working groups, according to their respective domains, were advised to look at a broad range of affairs, including tariff
rationalisation, informal trade, release of refunds and export development
funds, capacity building for SME exporters, bank lending and getting the
provinces to implement the conventions under GSP+ conditionality.
Marketing experts have recommended that the new STPF be implemented in liaison with provincial departments because, following the devolution, a host of economic functions such as labour laws, etc., now lie
with the provinces. The STPF should also set up specific delivery units for
each of the spotlight sectors in the light of Pakistan’s consistent failures in
public service delivery which is a complex process requiring coordination
of multiple stakeholders.
As experts have repeatedly pointed out, it is also time to rethink the
mandate of the Ministry of Commerce. As it is, among other things, the
MoC manages the administration of state-owned insurance companies.
Besides, the MoC already has a mandate to “assess and provide actionable intelligence to government entities on both foreign trade and domestic
commerce” in addition to the MoC’s task to look into “how to increase the
productivity” in the real sectors.
All said, before releasing the details of the latest STPF, the government
should first clearly state what it did or did not achieve from the last policy,
together with the reasons. Also, after the completion of the ongoing consultations, the government should share the draft with the wider public with
a view to correcting any shortcomings in the light of public feedback. It is
no use setting lofty targets without creating an enabling environment for
the same.
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IMF warns Pakistan on
economic backslide
Jahangir Hayat

The International Monetary Fund has issued a new warning, stating that the
government of Pakistan has frittered away the fruits of its three-year fund programme under which reserves were at an all-time high, growth was gaining
momentum, and inflation was subdued. But Pakistan lost that moment of opportunity after exiting the IMF programme.
The warnings have been sounding for a few years now, especially since
the visit of the IMF MD in October 2016. That was the month that reserves
began their downward trajectory, on which they have stayed ever since. Now,
an authority no less than the board of directors at the IMF is warning that matters are urgent and require immediate attention.
Last week, following its first post-programme monitoring (PPM) after the
completion of fund programme in September last year, the International Monetary Fund expressed concern over Pakistan’s weakening macroeconomic situation, including widening external and fiscal imbalances, reduction in foreign
exchange reserves and emerging risks to the economic and financial outlook.
The IMF’s post-monitoring report is a must read for other multilaterals and
the rest of the creditors (barring China) or investors, as they see the Fund’s
finding as a basic tool for decision making. The Fund in its previous programme
was deemed to be too lenient on Pakistan as experts perceived that the US
political clout on the Fund’s board was paving the way for a softer stance on
Pakistan as the country was a key US ally in Afghanistan war.
Because of substantially higher credit outstanding from the IMF, the borrowing members have to face closer monitoring of the policies under the PPM
and undertake more frequent formal consultation with the Fund than is the case
under surveillance, with a particular focus on macroeconomic and structural
policies that have a bearing on external viability. The IMF executive board also
asked the government to immediately refocus on near-term policies to preserve
macroeconomic stability and get back to fiscal discipline shown under the threeyear $6.64 billion multi-tranche Extended Fund Facility (EFF) to minimise risks
and economic distortions.
The IMF board has raised questions over the medium-term debt sustainability and called for additional revenue measures and containing expenditures.
The board expressed its anxiety over the deteriorating assessment that the
country’s fiscal deficit was set to hit 5.5 per cent of GDP — almost Rs505bn or
1.4pc — higher than 4.1pc budgeted by the government and current account
deficit to touch 4.8pc of GDP with the economic growth rate staying conservative at 5.6pc instead of the budgeted 6pc. It may be noted here that the real
GDP was estimated to grow by 5.6pc during the fiscal year 2017-18 due to improved power supply, investment related to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), strong consumption growth and ongoing recovery in agriculture.
The IMF has pointed out that the near-term economic growth outlook was
broadly favourable but “continued erosion of macroeconomic resilience could
put this outlook at risk”. Therefore, it also also emphasised the need for prudent
debt management and caution in phasing in new external liabilities, and the
urgency of tackling rising fiscal risks stemming from continued losses in public
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sector enterprises.
Following significant fiscal slippages last year and current year deficit estimated at 5.5pc of GDP, with risks towards a higher deficit ahead of upcoming
general elections, surging imports have led to a widening current account deficit
and a significant decline in international reserves despite higher external financing. Alarmingly, gross international reserves further declining in a context
of limited exchange rate flexibility. Against the backdrop of rising external and
fiscal financing needs and declining reserves, risks to Pakistan’s medium-term
capacity to repay the Fund have increased since completion of the EFF
arrangement in September 2016.
In the overall context, the IMF board directors welcomed the move to allow
some exchange rate adjustment last December, but stressed the importance
of greater exchange rate flexibility on a more permanent basis to preserve external buffers and improve competitiveness. They also encouraged the authorities to phase out administrative measures aimed at supporting the balance of
payments as soon as conditions allow them to minimise potential economic
distortions.
Needless to say, the external sector pressures are in part linked to the fiscal
deterioration during the last year and an accommodative monetary policy
stance, as well as high imports related to the CPEC projects. In this situation,
the government will need to strengthen fiscal discipline through additional revenue measures and efforts to contain current expenditure while protecting propoor spending and complementing the recent increase in the policy interest
rate with further monetary tightening.
This is important to address inflationary risks and help reverse external imbalances. Side by side, the authorities will have to start accelerating structural
reforms to reinforce macroeconomic stability, raise competitiveness and promote higher and more inclusive growth. In the aftermath of the recent setback
due to the action of the Financial Action Task Force, the IMF board has called
for further enhancing an anti-money laundering/counter-terror financing regime
and strengthening the fiscal federalism and monetary and financial policy
frameworks.
The government will also have to take steps to improve the business climate, continue to strengthen governance, achieve cost recovery in the energy
sector and expand social safety nets to protect the most vulnerable. Clearly,
as per IMF’s advice, the government needs to urgently focus on short-term
measures to contain the deterioration in the external and the fiscal accounts.
Given that the year ahead is an election year which will see an interim government come and go, with an election in between, followed by the arrival of a
new government, it will prove to be an increasingly difficult task to manage the
growing economic imbalances. This is also the year when the deficits, particularly on the external account, could grow to unmanageable proportions if present trends continue. Experts are of the opinion that the country is now back on
a glide path towards another IMF programme, and yet another round of macroeconomic “stabilization” is on the horizon.
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Clericalism

Why has the MMA
been revived?
Raza Khan
The defunct Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), an alliance of Muslim clerical
parties of Pakistan, has finally been fully revived. However, unlike the past
when the MMA was comprised of six parties this time so far only five groups
joined hands to resurrect the MMA. The four component parties of the revived
MMA include the Jamiat-Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), Jammat-e-Islami Pakistan (JI), Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Pakistan-Noorani (JUP-N), Tehreek-e-Islami (TI)
and Jamiat-e-Ahle-e-Hadith (JAH). The Jamiat-Ulema-e-Islam-Sami (JUI-S)
head, Sami-ul-Haq, has refused to make his group part of the revived MMA.
Fazlur Rahman of JUI-F has been made the convener of the MMA in a
meeting of clerical parties in Karachi held on March 20. While JI leader, Liaquat Baloch, has been appointed as the alliance general secretary. The
revival of the MMA just a few months before the national elections in the
country would appear to be a significant development. However, from the
dynamics of the national political scene it seems that the MMA has not been
revived to play a significant role in the country’s politics in the years ahead.
Rather, the obvious objective of forging an alliance of clerical parties is aimed
at winning as many parliamentary seats in the national and provincial assemblies as possible. The greater the number of seats the alliance were to
win, the stronger bargaining position the clerical parties would be in to join
coalition governments at the federal and provincial levels.
The MMA, in fact, has never been a political alliance or has any true political objectives to achieve. The alliance came into existence also as an
electoral alliance in the year 2002. The MMA was formed in peculiar circumstances when the United States-led North Atlantic Treaty Organization had
forcibly ousted the Afghan Taliban regime in Afghanistan in the wake of Al
Qaeda’s terrorist attacks on the American mainland on September 9, 2001.
The US-NATO invasion and occupation of Afghanistan and dislodging of the
Taliban government was exploited for political gains by Pakistani clerical
groups. First they formed a Defence of Afghanistan Council and later it was
turned into an electoral alliance in the shape of the MMA. The then military
regime of General Musharraf rigged the 2002 national elections in favour of
the MMA and handed it around 60 National Assembly seats and majority in
the provincial assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, then called the North West
Frontier Province. General Musharraf helped the MMA or clerical parties of
Pakistan win an unprecedented electoral victory so as to intimidate the US
and the West that they should not force him for the revival of genuine democracy in Pakistan, as this would mean that anti-US forces in the shape of the
MMA could sweep elections.
However, the MMA was facilitated by General Musharraf to form the government in the KP province. However, the five years of misrule in the
province, vested interests and sectarian conflicts resulted in the dilution of
the MMA in 2007. Apart from extremely bad governance the MMA facilitated
Taliban groups in the province and the adjoining Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) to organize and thrive. So it was not a surprise that the
very same year when the MMA ended its rule, the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) emerged.
Today in Pakistan the political situation and circumstances are far different from what prevailed in 2002. Today the Afghan Taliban have offered the
US talks in Afghanistan after almost 17 years of insurgency. A military regime
is not there to help the MMA. Yes, behind the scenes the alliance may solicit
some support from sympathizers within the establishment.
The MMA has been revived on the argument as explained by its con-
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vener, Fazl, that people have tested all secular parties but the conditions in
the country have been going from bad to worse. Therefore, the only option
left for the people is to attempt an Islamic system of governance, which could
only be provided by the MMA. This is quite an old argument but it has never
find much currency among people in Pakistan. Therefore, one does not think
that this argument has many takers among the citizens of Pakistan. Even
the leadership of clerical parties knows that in order to remain relevant in
the politics of Pakistan they somehow have to come up with such arguments. This time the clerical parties genuinely think that whatever miniscule
political clout they have may also vanish unless they forge an alliance. These
clerical parties know a very strong opinion prevailing among people in Pakistan that when the clerical parties could not come together on a single platform how come they could unite the Muslims of Pakistan and genuinely
struggle for their rights and, above all, for Islamic Shariah. So being conscious of this shortcoming of the clerical parties, the latter have now forged
another alliance to give a strong message to the masses that they have
come together for enforcement of Shariah in the country. However, this is
not the case at all. Even if the MMA would win a landslide victory in the elections, which is a remote possibility, the clerical parties could not bring an Islamic system of governance to the country. Such system cannot be brought
into being through popular electoral politics. Rather, it requires a societywide struggle so as the people could be convinced to make a popular demand for Shariah. These clerical parties of Pakistan have totally failed to
organize people in Pakistan in such a way that they may demand enforcement of Shariah.
It is important to note that the main components of the MMA, that is JUIF and JI, have only a genuine political constituency in KP, FATA and
Balochistan. The alliance has been revived on the premise that in the last
national elections held in May 2013, there were tens of seats in the KP assembly in which the vote polled for the JUI-F and JI, if polled together, could
surpass the tally of votes of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) candidates,
who returned in majority to the KP assembly. However, this argument of the
leaders of JUI-F and JI may have some substance, but again it would be
extremely difficult to convince the voters of JUI-F and JI or, for that matter,
all other clerical groups, who are all entirely formed on the basis of various
Muslim sects, to vote for each other.
The fact of the matter is that both the JUI-F and JI genuinely fear that
their political constituency would be further eroded by the sweeping political
challenge from the PTI. The PTI and its head, Imran Khan’s challenging of
the clerical parties has been unprecedented in Pakistani politics. Imran
throwing down a gauntlet to the clerical parties won a lot of liberal admirers
and this resulted in the PTI defeat of the JUI-F candidates in its traditional
strongholds of D. I. Khan, Tank and Bannu districts of KP. Whereas, the PTI
has been slowly gaining grounds in the political forts of JI in Dir and Buner
districts of the province. The fear of eroding of political constituency to the
PTI also is the main cause of the revival of the MMA. This is despite of the
fact that the JI is still part of the PTI-led coalition government in KP and has
been holding key ministerial positions of finance and local government there.
Keeping in view the prevailing political situation, the resurrection of the
MMA would not make much difference to the results of electoral politics and,
even if elections are held in a transparent manner, the alliance may lose
more than gain.
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Hope for Pakistan
Faheem Amir

On 23rd March, the nation celebrated the 78th Pakistan Day across the
country with traditional fervour and national zeal. Pakistan Day commemorates the passing of the Lahore Resolution on March 23, 1940,
in Lahore’s Manto Park, now, the Minar-e-Pakistan. In the Lahore Resolution, the All-India Muslim League demanded a separate nation for
the Muslims of the British Indian Empire on the basis of the two-nation
theory. Under the dynamic leadership of the Quaid-e-Azam, the Muslims achieved Pakistan in 1947 after giving untold sacrifices and facing
gigantic problems. To mark the day, a joint military parade was held at
the Parade Ground in Islamabad.
In his speech, President Mamnoon Hussain, “welcomed the Sri
Lankan president, and troops from Turkey, Jordan, and the UAE to the
parade. He paid tribute to the founders of the country who made the
creation of Pakistan possible and emphasised the importance of peace
and stability for the country's progress”. He also paid a rich tribute to
the martyrs of the Pakistan movement. Talking about anti-terrorism operations in the country, he lauded the armed forces as
well as the nation for eliminating terrorism from the
country under operations Raddul Fasad and Zarb-iAzb and announced a medal "Tamga-i-Azam" for
those who rendered sacrifices for “restoration of
peace”.
No doubt, the army has achieved many successes in the war against terror but, it is a bitter fact,
that the terror war is not yet over. On 14 March, at
least nine people, including five policemen, were killed
and 20 others injured in a suicide attack on a police
check-post set up near a religious gathering in Raiwind.
The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for the attack. The banned outfit released a statement in
which “it termed this retribution for the killing of its ‘associates’
in the Punjab; while threatening more violence targeting law enforcement agents”. In spite of sacrificing around 76 thousand
people, including 6 thousand security personnel, and spending around $120 billion, the Lahore attack clearly shows
that the security situation is as fragile as ever in the
country. The US is not acknowledging Pakistan’s sacrifices and efforts in the war against terror. Rather, it is
forcing Pakistan to “do more” against terrorism.
In his message to the nation on Pakistan Day,
Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi “urged his
countrymen to follow the teachings of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Allama Muhammad Iqbal
as a lively and determined nation for the stability and
supremacy of the homeland”.
It is very unfortunate that after 71 years of its creation, Pakistan is still fighting for its very survival. Prime
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi who himself openly negates the constitution by announcing Nawaz Sharif as his prime minister, is talking
about following the teachings of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
and Allama Muhammad Iqbal. Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
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is also facing many cases of mega corruption in the courts. It is very
ironic that a corrupt leader is talking about democracy and prosperity
in Pakistan.
After the ouster of Nawaz Sharif from the prime minister’s office in
the Panama case verdict, the entire PML-N government is trying to protect Nawaz Sharif’s corruption and politics. The PML-N leaders, including Nawaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz, want to create instability in the
country. To achieve their target, they are instigating the people to rise
against the judiciary and the army. To prove his money trail and innocence, Nawaz Sharif is not providing any document to the NAB
court. He is just speaking against the judiciary and the
army, while the PML-N government is taking every
step to bring about instability and financial failure
in the country.
Pakistan’s finance Minister Ishaq Dar, an
absconder and economic hitman, has weakened Pakistan’s economy very badly by his
corrupt, bad and unpatriotic eco-
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nomic policies. He has even taken loans against the very important
roads and buildings like the motorways and air ports. Pakistan is not in
a position to repay its foreign debt or even pay the interest. Now,
shamelessly, Ishaq Dar is putting all the blame on Shahid Khaqan Abbasi’s government and Miftah Ismail’s bad economic policies. It is very
strange that Ishaq Dar is criticising his own PML-N government from
England, where he is pretending to take medication. On the other hand,
the PML-N government does not know how to handle the economic free
fall. It just wants to sell the PIA, Pakistan Steel Mill and
other national assets like Reko Diq
to stop this rapid fall of
the economy. The Sharif
family's steel busi-

ness
a n d
P r i m e
Minister Abbasi’s private
airline are flourishing. It is a classic
example
of
"conflict of interests". No
doubt, these leaders have
used their power to destroy
the Pakistan Steel and PIA just
for earning more and more money
in their personal businesses.
One analyst writes, “True, the economy is
in bad shape, and former finance minister
Ishaq Dar, now implicated in graft charges,
was largely responsible for financial mismanagement. The crisis has been brewing
for a while, made worse by the deterioration of foreign exchange reserves.”
Miftah Ismail has devalued Pakistan's
rupee all of a sudden. General Secretary
Exchange Companies Association Zafar
Paracha, "holds foreign loans, the government’s unannounced commitments to
international bodies, and corruption, responsible for the sudden dip in rupees'
value". Paracha, speaking about corruption with respect to fluctuation in the dollar-rupee
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rate, alleges that those with “advance knowledge” of the changing value
were able to earn money off the adjusted rates, meaning even in this
crisis, people are making big bucks.
The PML-N government has also made criminals like Ishaq Dar,
Shaheen Butt and Rana Maqbool senators just to put more pressure
on the judiciary and the army. Nawaz Sharif would use them in creating
disorder in the country in the coming days.
The PML-N government has also appointed unacceptable ambassadors in critically important countries just to create anti-army feelings in
the world. Prime Minister Abbasi has appointed investment banker Ali
Jahangir Siddiqui as an ambassador to America. Ali Jahangir Siddiqui has also served in the PM's Air Blue. He is also working
as an adviser to Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi. This
appointment is a classic example of nepotism which has
surprised many sections of the society, including the army. Ali Jahangir Siddiqui is
also facing a case of over Rs40 billion alleged embezzlement in NAB. He has also
no experience of diplomacy. But, the
PML-N's corrupt government has nominated him as an envoy in America.
Samson Simon Sharaf, a political economist, writes: "Ali’s appointment is a case
of defiance by the PMLN government... I am
not sure if the appointee has been cleared by intelligence agencies or not. Perhaps they too would
not have the true measure of the extent of wheeling dealing,
backdoor deals and fraud that has made JS group such a juggernaut. Pakistan’s entire system is deeply infested by individuals who
serve outside masters, whose self-interests override national interests and whose only interest is money. Pakistan’s political will
is inversely proportional to its power potential. Most business
houses and politicians make a crucial link with outside powers to
get and stay in power. If Pakistan melts, it is not their concern. I
dread to think that an economic hit man will soon ride the dangerous currents of Pakistan-US relations and to what purpose?"
On the other hand, the army is fully aware of the bad intention
of Nawaz Sharif and the PML-N government's anti-state policies. General Bajwa has categorically declared: “The path to salvation lies in protecting and preserving the integrity of all state institutions (Parliament,
judiciary and military) as much as in upholding the rule of law on the
way to free and fair elections — come what may. Indiscriminate application of laws — anchored in the Constitution — is absolutely essential
if Pakistan has to extricate itself from the vicious cycle of mis-governance and selective application of laws; the rot must stop if we want to
see Pakistan survive and prosper as a self-respecting nation; subversion of the judiciary or its rulings will not be allowed; the country will
descend into chaos if we let the Supreme Court be humiliated by those
who don’t like its decisions; national security far outweighs individuals’
interests; everybody shall have to perform his/her function with honesty
and integrity... Political leaders like Altaf Hussain are history. All MQM
followers should realise that ‘Altaf, violence and extortion’ are not acceptable at all. Everybody is free to indulge in politics, but not at the
cost of the constitution and the law of Pakistan.”
The supreme court has also become very active. It is virtually taking
notice of almost every thing relating to the people's wellfare like monitoring drinking water and hospitals, cleaning village streets where funeral processions pass. The Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar has also
said that there is no place for “judicial martial law” in the Constitution.
Addressing a congregation of students at Lahore's Cathedral Church
on Pakistan Day, the CJP said, "The kind of things that are being said
about a judicial martial law — the Constitution does not allow any such
thing." The CJP asserted that he had "taken an oath to protect the Constitution". "Any deviation from the Constitution will not be tolerated," he
declared, vowing that he would not allow "democracy to be derailed in
the country". He said he hoped the upcoming elections would be independent and the next government would be formed in accordance with
the Constitution. He insisted that it was the duty of a judge to treat
everyone, be it a ruler or a citizen, equally.
Nawaz Sharif and the PML-N government should pay heed to the
words of the CJP Saqib Nisar and General Bajwa. They should refrain
from indulging in any anti-Pakistan activities as they will not be allowed
to destabilise the country.
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Education

Mainstreaming madrasa
education: KP government
on the right track
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Madrasa education has been a bone of contention in the country for almost three decades now. Till the mid-1990s, the madrasas were considered a major source of religious education in Pakistan. However,
when the Taliban formed their government in Afghanistan in 1996, the
Western countries started objecting to not only to the Taliban government, but also to madrasas in Pakistan, as a large majority of the Afghan
government functionaries were graduates of the seminaries, situated in
Pakistan.
Former president General Pervez Musharraf had to crackdown on
madrasas in the country under pressure from Western powers. Various
local and foreign functionaries time and again called madrasas factories
of terrorists, but no definite policy was ever formed by the government
of Pakistan to tackle the issue.
However, following the Army Public School massacre of 2014 – in
which 141 people, mostly schoolchildren, were killed by the Taliban –
the country’s military and civil leaders devised a 20-point National Action
Plan (NAP) which, among other things, sought registration and regulation of religious seminaries. The plan also included reforming the curriculum of the madrasas by introducing modern and secular subjects.
However, it is a pity that little headway has been made on this objective in almost all provinces of the country, Islamabad Capital Territory
as well as other regions and areas including Gilgit-Baltistan, the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and Azad Jammu and Kashmir, etc., during the past four years.
Population-wise, the largest and most developed province Punjab
has taken almost no steps for bringing about reforms in madrasa education. Almost four years after the provincial government announced
plans to register and reform madrasas as part of the National Action
Plan implementation, the ruling party is virtually shying away from taking
steps to reform the seminaries.
According to an official document shared with the lower house of the
parliament last year, the Punjab government had closed only two
madrasas over suspicion of contacts with militant groups despite having
well over 10,000 seminaries. On the other hand, Sindh, which followed
a “zero tolerance policy”, has shut down 167 seminaries which were suspected to have links with militants.
The independent sources say the original number of madrasas and
students studying there are much more than the official figures, and
thousands more are being registered by these institutions annually.
“Around 18,600 madrasas are registered with us countrywide, and they
are imparting religious education to more than 2 million students, both
boys and girls,” said Abdul Quddus Mohammadi, a spokesman for
Wafaqul Madaris Al Arabia.
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The board for madrasas belonging to Ahle Hadith school of thought
is the Wafaqul Madaris Al Salfia, which has 1,400 registered institutions
with around 40,000 students. Also, there are around 460 seminaries affiliated with the Wafaqul Madaris Al Shia, with strength of around 18,000,
mostly boys.
According to Pakistan’s Board of Madrasas, there are about 2.5 million students enrolled in more than 3,500 registered madrasas across
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the country. Additionally, there are thousands of unregistered madrasas
for which the government has no exact count.
The report presented in the National Assembly claimed that Punjab
had completed an “extensive and exhaustive” work of mapping 13,782
seminaries in the province. Sindh and Balochistan lag far behind, having
completed only 60 per cent of the exercise. Though the federal government had intricate details on seminaries in Punjab, it failed to provide
similar figures for Sindh or Balochistan beyond a percentage for how
far along the process was.
However, practically all these provinces have failed so far to chalk
out a comprehensive roadmap for implementing the National Action
Plan in letter and spirit. Last year, the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa provincial
government received a lot of criticism for what it claimed were “measures for mainstreaming of the madrasa education”.
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-led provincial government released
Rs. 577 million for its ally Maulana Samiul Haq’s seminary, Darul Uloom
Haqqania. Party Chairman Imran Khan, while defending the move in a
television interview, said that Maulana Samiul Haq had pledged that he
would keep on informing the party chairman about the syllabus and reforms in the seminary.
A spokesman for Imran Khan told this writer by telephone that the
madrasa students were not terrorists and it was a part of the KP government’s agenda to facilitate and mainstream those studying in a seminary, similar to those getting an education in any other institution. He
said that the KP government’s vision was to help other seminaries
through the aid to Haqqania madrasa, so that the students, after completing studies, have both formal and religious education and are not
dependent on anyone. But analysts say the funds allocated by the
provincial government have been used to expand and renovate the
seminary's vast campus, and not to modernise or diversify its teachings.
Experts on Pashtun culture and politics of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa believe that reforming madrasas in the said province is an uphill task due
to its specific cultural and religious circumstances. "Bringing reforms
seems to be a tall order," says Rahimullah Yousafzai, a Peshawarbased journalist.
In a telephonic talk with Cutting Edge, he said that these religious
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schools and their ideology had become entrenched over a long period
and now there are millions of students who have graduated from them.
Reforming and mainstreaming them would require a long-term and persistent policy, he says.
A report published recently in English-language daily Dawn said that
about 3,000 seminaries are registered with the government in the
province. However, the government has no data of the students enrolled
in the registered and unregistered seminaries. It has also no information
about the curricula or faculty of such seminaries.
The statistics received from the federal boards of the five religious
schools of thought show that the number of seminaries operating in the
province was more than twice of those registered with the government
departments. The data provided by provincial heads of each religious
school of thought shows that actually 6,733 seminaries are functioning
in the province with 1.022 million enrolled students.
Sympathisers of the PTI government, however, appreciate the latest
steps taken by it for mainstreaming madrasa education. In a major policy shift, the provincial government recently placed seminaries under
the supervision of the elementary and secondary education department.
Minister for Elementary and Secondary Education Mohammad Atif Khan
told Cutting Edge by telephone that the responsibility of registration of
seminaries was shifted to his department recently.
“The mechanism for registration of seminaries has not been chalked
out, rather it is under discussion in the education department,” he said
adding that nothing was yet final regarding registration.
The provincial government is delicately handling the affairs of seminaries, as it is a very sensitive issue, said the minister. Some elements
in seminaries consider their registration a positive step while others
looked at it with suspicion, he added. For the first time in the province’s
history, the education department would handle the registration, curriculum, examination, monitoring and other allied activities of seminaries.
The minister said that the establishment department had amended
the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Rules of Business recently to give the Education Department the role of supervising seminaries. He believes that
the process of reforming and mainstreaming madrasa education would
be completed in the next three to four years, during the time the PTI
would be having its government in the province.
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US Imperialism

Global peace comes last
in America First policy
Shahid Hussain

The recent sacking of several key officials by US President Donald Trump indicates a hawkish foreign policy, which will harden with the passage of time. An
administration, where everyone is on the same page, marks a serious blow to
the future of the Iran nuclear deal, a full-blown trade war with the European
Union and an increase in global conflict.
Experts fear Trump's flawed policy towards the Middle East could trigger a
nuclear arms race in the region and the possibility of the nuclear arms race will
unnerve European leaders, who have urged him to retain the Iran nuclear deal,
which imposed strict restrictions on the Iranian nuclear programme in return for
relief in sanctions. The US has already signed a whooping $110 billion arms
deal with Saudi Arabia in May last year and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman has set out plans for his country to develop nuclear weapons if Iran
starts making them in the event of a collapse of the international nuclear deal
signed in 2015. The EU signatories to the deal – UK, France and Germany –
want to retain it, but are willing to discuss a supplementary memorandum that
would seek to contain Iran’s ballistic missile programme. Iran insists its ballistic
programme is separate to the deal. Trump has given a May 12 deadline to the
EU to come up with revisions to the deal, or the US will pull out, reimposing
harsh economic sanctions and provoking a full scale crisis with Iran.
According to the Chinese news agency Xinhua, “With Trump's confrontational stance on issues such as the Korean Peninsula and Iran, we are likely to
see an unfiltered Trump going forward. The risk of this approach is his policy
likely will become more hawkish and confrontational. There likely will be an increase in global conflict and fewer calm voices sitting around the table." Quoting
experts, it said, “It will lift the shackles off Trump and allow him to behave more
Trump-like. Several of the individuals, who have been let go tried to keep Trump
from being himself and wanted to restrain his deeper impulses. Trump chafed
under that approach and is bringing in people who agree with his hardline and
confrontational manner. The new staff is not likely to restrain Trump, but rather
enable him.” The recent decisions to fire top officials come from two factors:
first, Trump is feeling more comfortable in managing his own presidency, and
second, he wants to pursue policies that are more hardline to satisfy both his
own policy priorities and energize the Trump base heading into election season.
This means a greater outlet for hawkish voices on Iran, North Korea, trade issues, immigration, and other key policy areas. From the campaign and his first
year in the White House, Trump at least likes to talk about using military force.
If all of his advisers on foreign policy think the same way, or start talking the
same way to stay in Trump's good graces, that likely means a hawkish turn for
U.S. foreign policy. However, some analysts say Trump is not particularly wellversed in foreign policy issues. "Trump is not someone who came to office with
a lot of background in foreign affairs and foreign policy except to the extent that
it related to his business ventures. It means he doesn't have a lot of independent
knowledge to use when it comes time to evaluating different options or proposals
about international relations," they say.
The abrupt dismissal of US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson was seen as a
hardening of the Donald Trump’s America First policy and an attempt to please
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, which have been frustrated by his
even-handed response to their dispute with Qatar. And when Saudi Arabia and
its Emirati allies imposed an embargo on Qatar in June, Trump immediately
took Saudi Arabia’s side while Tillerson criticised the Saudi ambush and tried to
broker a solution. Last week, Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Salman
warned that his country would develop nuclear weapons if Iran makes them
after a possible collapse of the international nuclear deal. “Saudi Arabia does
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not want to acquire any nuclear bomb, but without a doubt, if Iran developed a
nuclear bomb, we will follow suit as soon as possible,” he told a news channel.
Saudi Arabia wants to build two nuclear stations as part of its medium term programme to end its dependence on oil. It plans to build 16 civil nuclear stations
over 20 to 25 years to generate 16gigawat nuclear energy.
Saudi Arabia is the world’s second biggest importer of arms; nearly half of
US arms exports over the past five years have gone to the war-stricken Middle
East. According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, global
transfer of major weapons systems between 2013 and 2017 rose by 10% compared with the five-year period before that, in a continuation of an upward trend
that began two decades ago. The US, which is the world’s biggest exporter, increased its sales between the two periods by 25%. It supplied arms to 98 states
worldwide, accounting for more than a third of global exports. Russia, the
world’s second biggest exporter, saw a decrease of 7.1% in its overall volume
of arms exports; US exports were 58% higher than those of Russia. France,
Germany and China were also among the top five exporters. The UK is the sixth
biggest weapons exporter. ”The Middle East, a region where in the past five
years most countries have been involved in conflict, accounted for 32% of global
imports of weapons. Arms imports to the region doubled between 2013 and
2017 and in the five-year period before it. The US, the UK, and France were
the main supplier of arms to the region, while Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the UAE
were the main recipient countries. The UK exported nearly half of its arms to
Saudi Arabia, which has increased its imports by 225%,” the report said. In contrast, Saudi Arabia’s regional rival, Iran did not even make the list of the 40
largest importers – only accounting for 1% of arms imports to the region. Iran,
which is under an international arms embargo, spends a fraction of what its
Arab neighbours spend on weapons, instead relying on proxies and soft power
to advance its policies.
In 2015, an abrupt formation and announcement of a 34-state Islamic military
coalition by Saudi Arabia to combat terrorism shocked the whole world. Leaving
out Shia Iran, Syria and Iraq and sketchy details of its working, the alliance was
feared to threaten peace in the Muslim world by promoting sectarianism. It was
suspected the coalition was formed at the behest of the US. Iran and Saudi Arabia are fighting for dominance in the region. It has created opportunities for enemies of the Muslims to exploit the situation. If the two Muslim countries cannot
resolve their differences amicably, they should, at least, scale down the tension.
It would have stopped the US from making the biggest arms deal. The money
could have been spent on the welfare of the Saudi people. The weapons are
also being used by Muslims against Muslims.
Muslim leaders must understand that the US has long changed it policy to
fight with Islam. It promotes infighting among Muslims. For Donald Trump and
the US, only Islam is the problem and extremism and terrorism are related to it.
The fact is that the US is directly responsible for terrorism in the Muslim world,
from Pakistan to Afghanistan, to Iraq, to Syria and Yemen. It was the US that
created and funded al-Qaeda, the Taliban and ISIS. However, it were Muslim
rulers who allowed the US to interfere in their countries.The Shia-Sunni conflict
has existed for centuries and it cannot be resolved, but both sects of Muslims
can adopt a policy of co-existence for the greater cause of humanity. The sectarian strife between the two countries affects all Muslim countries of the world.
Saudi Arabia, being home to the two holiest places of Islam, has a greater responsibility to save Muslims from conflict. It should sit with Iran to resolve issues,
otherwise enemies will continue to exploit their differences to occupy their resources.
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Your View
Railway dinner

Happy Pakistanis
A recent United Nations Report on World Happiness has ranked Pakistan

I TRAVELLED on March 9 from Lahore to Rawalpindi by train.

to be a country happier than our neighbours. There is every reason for us

The Pakistan Railways staff served a meal consisting of two

to be sceptical about this finding. How can this be true?

sandwiches and a chicken piece. Thereafter, they offered every

The country is facing an insurgency and many social and economic is-

passenger a choice between tea and coffee. The meal and re-

sues. We have millions of people living below the poverty line. Our media

freshments were served in such a manner that all passengers

is constantly highlighting unpleasant facts. How can we be happy?

thought that it was complimentary as is the practice in airlines

I mulled the UN report to conclude that it is largely correct. My experi-

and some of the inter-city passenger bus companies operating

ence reflects the same.

on motorways. I had the meal and took a nap.An hour or so later

About 20 years ago, I was part of a five-member team selected from Pak-

a man woke me up and asked for payment for the meal. This

istan. Other countries from the South Asian region were also in the same

surprised me and naturally I protested as to why he had not

programme. The other members of the team had the professional back-

mentioned this before serving the meal that it was not gratis. His

ground and were of the same age as myself.

reply was apologetic but he insisted on payment. Per force I had

To make us a cohesive team, we were all housed in the same hotel to

to pay. I observed many other passengers also wrangled with

work on a joint presentation. Each Pakistani was a member of a separate

the man.This is a dubious way of doing business and I want to

team. I think that, as individuals, the Pakistani team members were

protest to the railway authorities.
Mohammad Nasir

colourful, lively and full of fun. On the day of the presentation, it again

Rawalpindi

struck me that the presentations made by the Pakistanis were delivered
with a touch of humour compared to the others.
Over the years, these observations have become a strong belief. Perhaps most Pakistanis handle pressures of life and its pains well. We for-

Delhi harassment

give and forget such episodes and move on.
I am now curious about finding out which province in our blessed country

THE harassment of Pakistani diplomats in the Indian capital

is the happiest, which city is the happiest, which rural areas are the hap-

has further sent the bilateral relations on a downward trajectory.

piest, etc.

No less than 29 cases have been reported and some of them
Altaf Noor Ali
Karachi

are also available for the world to witness through social media.
This act of harassment by Indian nationals is not only condemnable but is also contrary to international law, which guarantees certain rights to diplomats. This violation of basic rights
of Pakistani diplomats must be condemned and remedied at

Jewish collaborators

the earliest so that families of the affected people can rest easy.
Aurangzeb Zahidi
Gambat

ISRAELI politicians are accusing Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki of anti-Semitism, ever since the Polish government adopted a new
law concerning the Holocaust, which had involved Jewish perpetrators as
well as Polish perpetrators. This new law has banned any statements

Fishermen harassed

concerning the Holocaust.
The Israeli politicians’ accusations are merely an attempt to conceal the

AN undeclared embargo has been announced by some of the

role played by Jewish prisoners in Nazi camps. It is a known fact of Holo-

Balochistan-based oil refinery and power companies in the

caust history that some Jewish prisoners were put in charge of their fel-

Arabian Sea near Churna Island — between Gadani and

low Jewish prisoners in the Nazi camps by the SS. These Jews who

Mubarak village — which is creating hurdles for the fishermen

willingly cooperated and collaborated with the SS were called “Kapos”.

of Mubarak village. The factories have stationed their guards in

Actually, these Kapos are mentioned as “Jewish perpetrators”, in this

the sea who are harassing fishermen. Several complaints have

new law. The Israeli politicians’ accusations of anti-Semitism against the

been received from fishermen against the guards, who illegally

Polish government is unfounded and another attempt to continue to proj-

open aerial firing on fishing boats. The management of the fac-

ect the Jews as the worst sufferers for more than 70 years after World

tories should look into the matter and take action against their

War II ended.

guards.
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People used to drill holes
in their skulls
Katherine Foxhall
Trepanation—the
technique of removing bone from
the skull by scraping,
sawing,
drilling or chiseling—has long fascinated
those
interested in the
darker side of
medical history.
One stock tale is
that trepanning is one of the most ancient treatments for migraines.
The word trepanation comes from the Greek trypanon, meaning a borer.
The earliest known trepanned skulls date from around 10,000 BCE, and
come from North Africa. There are trepanation accounts in the Hippocratic texts (5th century BCE), when it was used in cases of fracture,
epilepsy, or paralysis, and in the second century CE Galen wrote of his
experiments with trepanation on animals in his clinical studies.
But the reasons for trepanning remain largely unknown. While the famous
17th-century physician William Harvey may have suggested that the procedure was used for migraines, recent authors have acknowledged that
there is little evidence to suggest this. So where did this persistent idea
come from? The real source of the myth seems to have come much later.
In 1902, the Journal of Mental Science published a lecture by Sir Thomas
Lauder Brunton, a London physician well-known for his work on pharmacology and ideas about migraine pathology.
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Tattoos are permanent, but the
science behind them just shifted
Rachel Feltman
If you ask most people
how
tattoos
work,
they’re likely to get it a
little bit wrong. The most
pervasive oversimplification is that tattoo needles inject ink into the
skin, deep enough that it
stays put. In fact, tattoo
needles are more like
the nib of a fountain pen
than a syringe; the ink
isn’t shot down through the needle, but suspended at the end of it when
an artist dips the tool into a well. Then, when the tip of the needle pierces
a hole in the recipient’s skin (both the epidermis and the dermis beneath
it), capillary action—the same force that makes liquid creep up the sides
of a straw—draws the ink down into the dermis.
That’s how the ink gets into your skin. But why does it stay there? Scientists
have known for a while that tattoos are made possible not by ink-saturated
skin cells, but by immune cells called macrophages. These white blood
cells exist to gobble up foreign and cellular debris, and they come rushing
whenever you’re wounded. So it’s not surprising that they show up when
a needle keeps stabbing you and your skin keeps sucking up ink. The
macrophages chow down, and their cellular membranes keep your tattoo
ink nice and cozy for years to come. Now, researchers have answered another question: How the heck do those macrophages stay put for so long?
Well, they don’t. According to a study in the Journal of Experimental Medicine, tattoos can persist after macrophages die.
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Poor sleep may heighten Alzheimer's risk
Steven Reinberg
Older adults who are sleepy during the day might have harmful plaque
building in their brain that is a sign of impending Alzheimer's disease, researchers report.
A hallmark of Alzheimer's is the accumulation of a protein in the brain called
beta-amyloid. It's believed that one benefit of sleep is to clear beta-amyloid,
and poor sleep might allow it to build up, the authors of the new study
pointed out. "Elderly individuals with excessive daytime sleepiness may
be more vulnerable to Alzheimer's disease-related changes," said corresponding author Prashanthi Vemuri, an associate professor of radiology
at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. Vemuri noted that the new study is
only observational and as such does not prove that poor sleep causes an
increase in beta-amyloid.
The association, however, is so strong that a link between sleep and betaamyloid probably exists, but exactly what that link may be isn't clear, she
added. It's also unclear how much poor sleep it takes to increase betaamyloid accumulation, the researchers said. Although beta-amyloid
buildup is a sign of Alzheimer's, it doesn't doom one to the disease, and
might only be a sign of other aging processes, Vemuri suggested. "Sleep
has been proposed to be important for clearance of brain amyloid," she

said. "This study affirms that disrupted sleep may be a risk factor
for Alzheimer's disease via increased amyloid." Vemuri's team
studied nearly 300 people aged 70
and older who didn't suffer from
dementia. About 22 percent reported having excessive daytime
sleepiness when the study began.
Study participants completed a
survey about sleep and had at
least two brain scans between
2009 and 2016. The researchers
compared the scans in search of
changes in the brain. They found
increased beta-amyloids in key
brain areas in participants who reported being very sleepy during the day. The co-author said consistent and
untreated sleep disturbance appears to aid Alzheimer's progression and it
can happen early, before any symptoms are seen.

The future of pain management
Sonya Collins
A bike accident in 2014 that caused a herniated disk, followed by surgery on
the wrong disk, left Scheib, now 54, living with constant back pain. The pain
had gotten so bad, she said, that “I wanted to go to bed and not wake up tomorrow. This life was so bad, so horrible, that I couldn’t imagine how I was
going to live the rest of whatever life I had,” says the Harrisburg, PA, nurse.
Today, the pain may be worse than it was in 2014, but Scheib is better.
She says that’s because she stepped off the well-trodden path of lifelong
prescription painkillers and took the less traveled road of pain management -- a combination of pharmaceutical and non-pharmaceutical treatments that gave Scheib her life back. Like Scheib, an estimated 100
million Americans live with long-term pain. Since the 1990s, physicians’
go-to treatment for constant pain has been prescription opioids, such as
oxycodone or hydrocodone. Though the evidence that opioids work for
long-term pain is lacking, Americans get more prescriptions for them than
the citizens of any other country in the world. The prescribing epidemic
has led to a national crisis of opioid misuse, overdose, and death. Now,
as policymakers and health care providers work to stem the tide of addiction and abuse, patients and some prescribers worry that the changes will
take pain medications out of the hands of people who truly need them.

multiple targets for painkillers. But researchers don’t have proven ways
to identify which pathway is causing the pain in each person. Drugmakers
may have zeroed in on a target for chronic back pain and osteoarthritis
pain. The FDA recently fast-tracked the drug tanezumab for approval.
Federal regulators had previously halted work on tanezumab and other
drugs like it over concerns about side effects.

Access to painkilling medications that can't cause addiction, abuse, and
overdose would make life easier for prescribers and could save the lives
of patients. Development of such drugs has been slow-going, in part because scientists don't completely know how chronic pain works. They believe the body has multiple pathways to chronic pain, and that means

The non-opioid blocks the production of nerve growth factor, a substance
that’s needed for certain types of pain to happen. Several other anti-nerve
growth factor drugs are in clinical trials. Opioids address pain in a different way. They look like chemicals that the body produces naturally to regulate pleasure, pain, and emotions.
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My Golden Days

Sweet Country

Peter Bradshaw

Robbie Collin

Arnaud Desplechin is such a distinctive
storyteller: intriguing, perplexing, seductively indirect. His ideas and plotlines
sometimes overlap or nestle on top of
each other, a mysterious palimpsest.
There is a certain confectionery in his
work, like a box of chocolates with all
the chocolates balanced on top of each other.
There is also a generic ambiguity; Desplechin deploys memories that
stray to the edge of whimsy and fantasy.
This latest film, in fact his last-but-one, was in the Director’s Fortnight
section of the Cannes film festival in 2015, and has only now found a
UK release. The incomplete jigsaw of its narrative ultimately felt less
than entirely satisfying. It is about the unbearably sweet and unchangeable nature of remembered youth, speckled with literary references to
Yeats, Proust and Homer.
There is poise and charm in its young leads: Quentin Dolmaire and Lou
Roy-Lecollinet, playing the student lovers Paul and Esther in the late 80s
and early 90s, and doing it with style. Mathieu Amalric plays the adult Paul,
an ethnologist, suddenly and vividly reminded of his past by a strange mixup
concerning his passport at the airport when he returns to France after many
years abroad. When he was a teenager, he gave away his passport on a
school trip to Minsk to help some Jewish dissidents get out of the country;
now that dual identity has come to the attention of the authorities. Paul’s
passionate affair with the bewitchingly beautiful Esther came later.

Early in Sweet Country, we
glimpse an Aboriginal girl
slumped at the side of a
horse-drawn wagon, face
plastered in blood, eyes
glazed in grief. It is not clear
whose blood it is, or even
when this is: only moments
ago we were watching the same girl, whose name is Lucy (Shanika
Cole), riding in the same wagon with Fred Smith (Sam Neill), a preacher
who employs her uncle and aunt as farmhands on his dust-blown Central Australian homestead.
Then the camera cuts away and suddenly Lucy is in the wagon with Fred
again, while her uncle Sam (Hamilton Morris) and aunt Lizzie (Natassia
Gorey Furber) look on with apprehension – perhaps dimly aware of this
awful event hanging in the air, yet to unfold. The glimpse was a premonition.
The blood is as good as spilled. Fate already has its ducks lined up. Warwick Thornton’s majestic, 1920s-set outback western does quite a bit of this
– momentarily slipping backwards or forwards through time to show us
characters as they once were or are yet to be, like echoes bouncing back
from canyon walls. Written down it sounds disorienting, but in practice it is
mesmerisingly intuitive – and an inspired means of expressing on film the
Aboriginal sense of time as a circular pattern, rather than a linear path.

Paradox
Monica Castillo

Tomb Raider
Tim Robey
Video game adventuress
Lara
Croft
started out as a figure
so absurd, not to mention implausibly proportioned, that she could
only have been played
by an impervious Angelina Jolie.
Of late, the Tomb Raider series has enjoyed a renaissance on newgeneration consoles, and Lara has thereby evolved into a grittier,
more vulnerable and altogether less pointy heroine. It’s this iteration
of her that Alicia Vikander now inherits. The rule seems to be, you win
the Best Supporting Actress Oscar in your mid-twenties (as both actresses did) and then it’s Lara time, providing a test of mettle in a
brazenly preposterous blockbuster franchise. The screenwriters behind this reboot have grappled, though not super hard, with the problem of Lara’s backstory. She’s the child of aristocracy and heir to a
fortune, following the disappearance of her archaeologist father, Lord
Richard (Dominic West), on a quest to Japan some years ago. But
how to make her relatable, rather than some dreadfully entitled trustfund creature out of Made in Chelsea?
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Trading the spotlight for the director’s chair, Daryl Hannah
teams up with her partner, musician Neil Young, to helm a fantasy western musical. Made
between Young’s tour stops,
Paradox is a chance for Hannah
to experiment with film-making
and a behind-the-scenes look at Young rehearsing with his band, Promise of the Real. It’s a wild journey that is difficult for outsiders to follow if
they’re new to either her activist career or to Young’s music.
Most of Paradox features collage shots of nature and the musicians
traipsing through it. Young and his band exaggerate their stage personas and improvise their lines. The film’s loose, rambling story is set
in the future, where men and women are separated until a full moon
unites them. The men are prospectors looking for old technology, and
must wander the frontier looking for things to trade with the women,
who harvest food somewhere off-screen. The story weaves and bobs
between musical interludes, where the real action occurs. As the Man
in the Black Hat, Young doesn’t say much but provides most of the
background music. His band are a misfit group of young musicians
and steely old-timers, who trade quips over dinner and games. For
the most part, the group lies about, waiting for something to happen.
The film’s energy doesn’t pick up until the rest of them pick up instruments alongside their leader.
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From the Other Side of the World

The Siege of Mecca

Elmira Bayrasli

Yaroslav Trofimov

Elmira Bayrasli's colourful narrative
takes readers through the world of highgrowth entrepreneurs as they overcome
vexing obstacles to build businesses that
create jobs and economic growth and,
perhaps most important, shift mindsets.
Here are the people who personify the
transformative force of entrepreneurship
from parts of the world that will be the
source of the overwhelming amount of
economic growth over the next twentyfive years.
Bayrasli takes us on an extraordinary
journey, with fascinating eyewitness accounts of courage, endurance and ingenuity, as people in some of the
world's most challenging societies build globally competitive products
and services that garner international praise and investment.Scores of
Jewish prophets, preachers, and would-be messiahs wandered through
the Holy Land, bearing messages from God. This was the age of
zealotry—a fervent nationalism that made resistance to the Roman occupation a sacred duty incumbent on all Jews.

November 20, 1979: as morning
prayers began, hundreds of hardline Islamist gunmen, armed with
rifles smuggled in coffins,
stormed the Grand Mosque in
Mecca.
With thousands of terrified worshippers trapped inside, the result was a bloody siege that
lasted two weeks, caused hundreds of deaths, prompted an international diplomatic crisis and
unleashed forces that would
eventually lead to the rise of al
Qaeda.
Journalist Yaroslav Trofimov
takes us day-by-day through one
of the most momentous - and
heavily censored - events in recent history, interviewing many direct participants in the siege and drawing on secret documents to reveal the
truth about the first operation of modern global jihad.

The Tiger’s Prey
Wilbur Smith
The Malabar coast is full of dangers:
greedy tradesmen, fearless pirates,
and men full of vengeance. But for
a Courtney, the greatest danger
might just be his own family. Francis
Courtney flees the comfort of his
Devonshire estate when his stepfather’s gambling debts leave him
penniless and at risk.
He sails to South Africa with revenge and fortune on his mind: his
uncle Tom Courtney killed his father,
and Francis intends to avenge his
death and make his fortune in the
process. However, upon his arrival
in Cape Town, he uncovers a truth
that leaves him overwhelmed and disoriented. Christopher Courtney
sets out to make his own way in the world, giving up his privileged position as the son of the Governor of Bombay. The perils and betrayals
on his journey carve a fierce warrior out of him, but they also harden his
soul and lead him to greater violence and treachery. As the lives of these
two Courtney men intertwine, the sins of the fathers will forever alter the
lives of a younger generation. The Tiger’s Prey takes readers on an epic
journey from the southernmost point of Africa, through the perilous waters of the Arabian Sea, to the lush Indian coastline. It is an incredible
and breathless tale of intrigue and family betrayal from one of the world’s
greatest storytellers.
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Those Children
Shahbano Bilgrami
When ten-year-old Ferzana Mahmud and her three older siblings
lose their mother to cancer, everything changes. Their heartbroken
father moves them from their familiar Chicago suburb to a city thousands of miles away in his native
Pakistan. To help them adjust to life
in Karachi and to the eccentricities
of their extended clan, Ferzana,
Fatima, Raza and Jamila escape
into a fantasy world of their own
making. As superhuman creatures
with incredible powers, they investigate the members of their grandfather’s household. In the process,
they discover astonishing facts not
only about the Mahmuds but also
about the nature of family, love and loss in the troubled yet beguiling city
that is now their home.
Told from the perspective of an adult Ferzana reflecting over that fateful
year, we see Karachi through the impressionable eyes of a ten-year-old
child as she negotiates everything from religious schism and genealogy
to patriotism and adolescence. Ferzana’s love of sleuthing helps her to
piece together her family’s complicated history, a history that brings with
it the promise of hope and redemption.
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