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Civil-military relations have had a troubled history in Pakistan. Having zig-

zagged throughout the last 60 years, inter-institutional relations took a

turn for the worse last week in the wake of a new controversy over the

Dawn Leak.

It is a sordid story of mistrust between state institutions descending into

a crisis of national proportions. It began with the publication of a high pro-

file news story titled “Act against militants or face international isolation,

civilians tell military” in Karachi’s daily Dawn in October 2016, whose gist

was that Pakistan’s civilian leaders, including Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif, had told the country’s military establishment in a closed door ses-

sion over the latter’s tolerance and support for non-state actors against

India and Afghanistan.

The article immediately kicked up a furor in the country. After first denying

the contents of the story, the government later ordered an inquiry to as-

certain the truth behind the news.  As a first step Information Minister Per-

vez Rashid was sidelined to douse the fires of speculation about who

initiated or leaked the story. While the committee set up to probe the leak

was carrying on with its investigations, a major event took place. Pakistani

military’s leadership passed from General Raheel Sharif to General

Qamar Javed Bajwa. Given the history of civil-military relations in Pak-

Sell-Out

Nasim Ahmed

A troubled 
relationship

04



May 16-31, 2017

istan, such transitions are discussed widely regarding their impact on the

country’s political landscape.

After eight months of closed-door fact finding, the inquiry committee pro-

duced a report and a set of recommendations that were presented to

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. The situation remained tranquil till April 29,

when the PM’s office issued a notification on the government’s investiga-

tion into the Dawn leak.  The notification, among other actions, said  that

the “allocation of portfolio of foreign affairs to Syed Tariq Fatemi, special

assistant to the prime minister, shall be withdrawn.”

The same day, Major General Asif Ghafoor, the head of Pakistan’s Inter-

Services Public Relations, in a tweet rejected the statement from the

prime minister’s office, saying that the “notification on Dawn Leak is in-

complete and not in line with recommendations by the Inquiry Board.”

This was a public rebuke to the government from the military as an insti-

tution, signalling that Fatemi’s sacking was an inadequate reaction from

the government and more action was needed to do justice in the case.

The story took a new twist when immediately afterwards Interior Minister

Ch. Nisar held a press conference and announced  that his ministry was

administratively superior to instructions from the prime minister’s office.

This, instead of clarifying matters, further confounded the situation.

The military openly taking a stand against the government came as a

surprise to analysts since it was believed that after a period of see-saw-

ing during General Raheel Sharif’s time, civil-military ties would improve,

given Nawaz Sharif’s unreserved endorsement of General Bajwa for the

post of COAS. This reading of the situation was bolstered by the reputa-

tion of General Bajwa as a professional pro-democracy soldier.

It is relevant to point out here that since General Musharraf’s departure

in 2008, civil-military relations have been mostly on an even keel, with

most of the differences reportedly ironed out smoothly behind the scenes.

But the latest spat has destroyed that perception of stability and tranquil-

ity in civil-military relations. The military under Bajwa reasserting its pri-

macy in such an aggressive manner has been decribed as

unprecedented, upsetting the conclusion in many quarters that Nawaz

Sharif had finally succeeded in ensuring civilian supremacy in national

affairs. 

As things stand, an atmosphere of uneasy calm prevails with both sides

apparently pondering their next move.  Everybody is wondering what

would happen next. A complicating factor is India’s looming shadow in the

background. As the differences between the military establishment and

the civilian government on the Dawn leak issue erupted in the open fol-

lowing General Ghafoor’s tweet, India alleged that two of its soldiers had

been killed and mutilated by Pakistan Army soldiers, adding to bilateral

tensions between the two neighbours. It may be added here that friction

has been running high since the September 2016 Uri attack, which New

Delhi blamed on Pakistan-based militants. India retaliated to that attack

by claiming to have carried out a cross-border “surgical strike” on militant

strongholds across the Line of Control (LoC), something Pakistan denied

ever happened. The Kulbhushan Jadhav episode and the confession of

a former Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan spokesperson alleging Indian hands

in terrorist activities in Pakistan are other elements in the present impasse.

Since, there is an almost complete breakdown of trust between the two

branches of State, things will only worsen with Nawaz Sharif coming

under increasing pressure because of the proceedings of the Joint Inves-

tigation Team formed by the Supreme Court to probe the Panama case.

It remains to be seen how the two vital organs of the State manage to find

a common ground to wriggle out of the imbroglio. The next few weeks will

be crucial in determining the direction of events 

In the second week of May, the government and the army came to an am-

icable settlement. The development rendered the above article somewhat

overtaken by events. However, it was run to indicate the high level of con-

cern about Pakistan’s security being used for political ends. The Dawn

Leaks inquiry can be stacked with the Memogate and Abotttabad reports

that, too, were swept under the carpet. All of the cases reek of corruption

and dishonesty. Got help Pakistan! [Editor]
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World Press Freedom Day was observed throughout the world on May 2.

In 1993, the United Nations General Assembly voted to declare May 3 —

the anniversary of the Windhoek Declaration — as World Press Freedom

Day. It is an annual event to honour journalists imprisoned or killed in the

line of duty, and to take stock of the state of  press freedom around the

world. World Press Freedom Day is co-ordinated by the UN Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which chalks out a de-

tailed programme of activities for the day.

As outlined by UNESCO, the purpose behind observing the day is

threefold: “To evaluate press freedom around the world; to defend the

media from attacks on their independence; and to pay tribute to journalists

who have lost their lives in the exercise of their profession.” The theme in

2017 World Press Freedom Day is “Critical Minds for Critical Times:

Media’s role in advancing peaceful, just and inclusive societies”. It is rele-

vant to mention here that the 2017 UNESCO/Guillermo Cano prize goes

to an imprisoned Eritrean-Swedish journalist called Dawit Isaak. Arrested

during a media crackdown in September 2001, he has not been heard

from since 2005 and his current location is unknown. Guillermo Cano, the
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Colombian reporter the prize is named after, was assassinated in front of

the offices of his newspaper, El Espectador, in Bogota in 1986.

UNESCO issued a special statement on the occasion, saying, “Free,

independent and pluralistic media has never been so important to em-

power individual women and men, strengthen good governance and the

rule of law, and take forward the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-

ment.” The year 2016 was specially hard for press freedom as 102 jour-

nalists were recorded killed during the year. Also new draconian laws were

passed. Rights groups have pointed to events in Turkey and the US as

examples of crackdowns on freedom of expression. Gathering pace is a

campaign to demand the release of more than 120 journalists detained in

Turkey following the summer 2016 coup attempt. Since the failed takeover

attempt in July 2016, at least 156 of Turkey’s media outlets have reportedly

been shut down and some 2,5000 journalists and other media workers

have lost their jobs.

The state of the press in America and elsewhere around the world is

experiencing a decline not seen in recent years. This reality can be attrib-

uted to governments’ and organizations’ overt disdain toward the press

and free expression. Silencing or, as has become the case in the United

States, disparaging the free press has become common practice and is

the most outright cowardly act in which the perpetrators engage in order

to advance their despotic and often criminal agendas at the expense of

the people they serve, thus shattering democratic norms and preventing

a discourse that generally can benefit society. The Trump Administration’s

attack on the press from the days on the campaign trail all the way to the

dais at the White House is putting the press on the defensive with detri-

mental consequences that include coverage of events and issues from the

lens of the oppressed rather than that of an objective pursuit of the truth.

On Press Freedom Day, the United Nations issued a statement saying

“fake news” is on the rise, and media accountability and credibility are

falling under question in a “post-truth” world. “Fake news” is an expression

popular with new US President Donald Trump. The coverage of news

events since the first day of his administration has been put under the spot-

light in a call-to-action by Amnesty USA. It claims reporters have been ar-

rested for merely covering events such as the riots following Trump’s

inauguration in January and protests against the controversial Dakota Ac-

cess Pipeline in February.

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, State censorship,

governments imprisoning critics, and internet crackdowns and surveillance

are all on the rise, which has led to an “upsurge in killings and imprison-

ment of journalists around the world,”. The CPJ’s 2017 Attacks on the

Press report, released last month, tracked its highest number of jailed jour-

nalists around the world yet — 259 — and over 1,200 journalists killed on

the job in the past 25 years, from Mexico to Russia to Iraq and Syria.

Freedom House, a Washington-based non-profit body, publishes an

annual report on world rankings of press freedom, and 2017 looks equally

bleak to them. “The fierce attacks we have seen on factual reporting pose

a danger to freedom of the press around the world,” said Michael J.

Abramowitz, Freedom House president. He specifically called attention to

the United States’ toxic political environment, where President Donald

Trump and his top cadre of advisers  labeled the press “the opposition

party.” Trump’s chief of staff, Reince Priebus, has confirmed they have

looked at changing libel laws to make news organizations easier to sue.

Freedom House reports that only 13 percent of the world lives in coun-

tries with a free media environment, and forty-five percent live in countries

without a free press. The report notes that some of the starkest drops in

press freedom occurred in Poland, Hungary, and Turkey — all members

of Euro-Atlantic institutions like NATO and the EU that tout a free press as

a core principle.

In Turkey, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan used a botched coup at-

tempt last July to consolidate power and purge journalists. Since the failed

coup, Erdogan’s government shutdown at least 156 media outlets, forced

the firing of 2,500 journalists, and jailed over 120. In response to this, U.N.

Secretary General Antonio Guterres has called for “an end to all crack-

downs against journalists — because a free press advances peace and

justice for all.” Reporters play a critical role in holding governments ac-

countable for human rights abuses. 

World Press Freedom Day is a reminder that resorting to censorship

and punishment of free speech by governments, groups and individuals

in power only illustrates their insecurities and their choice to suppress dis-

sent and divergent approaches exposes their fears. While the battle for

press freedom continues, the press also has a responsibility to stay true

to the tenets of journalism and engage in reporting facts and truths in order

to reclaim its credibility and the trust of the public. 

Freedom House re-
ports that only 13
percent of the world
lives in countries
with a free media en-
vironment, and forty-
five percent live in
countries without a
free press. The re-
port notes that some
of the starkest drops
in press freedom oc-
curred in Poland,
Hungary, and Turkey
— all members of
Euro-Atlantic institu-
tions like NATO and
the EU that tout a
free press as a core
principle.
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The Supreme Court of Pakistan has formed a six-member joint investiga-

tion team (JIT) to probe the ruling family on its offshore companies. Thir-

teen questions will be asked from the Sharif family, raised by the court

during the Panama case hearing. It appears the family will only attempt to

delay the proceedings with one petition or the other as it has no answers

to the questions.

With the formation of the investigation team, demands for the resigna-

tion of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif have gown. All political parties, except

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-F (JUI-F) of Maulana Fazlur Rehman and Awami

National Party (ANP) of Asfandyar Wali, which have ulterior motives with

the ruling family, have forged unity for his resignation before investigations

start. The investigation team has been handpicked by the court and it com-

prises the most competent and honest officers in the country. It will be

headed by Wajid Zia from the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) and

members include; Brigadier Nauman Saeed from the Inter-Services Intel-

ligence (ISI), Brigadier Kamran Khurshid from the Military Intelligence (MI),

Aamer Aziz from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Bilal Rasool from the

Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) and Irfan

Naeem Mangi from the National Accountability Bureau (NAB). It is the first

time in Pakistan’s history that national institutions will hold the sitting prime

Joint Investigation Team

Muhammad Hassan

Damning 
questions



May 16-31, 2017 09

minister of the country accountable.

The thirteen questions to be asked from the family include: How was

the Gulf Steel established; why it was sold; how were its liabilities paid;

where the proceeds were spent after selling it; how funds were transferred

to Jeddah, Qatar and the UK; had Hassan and Hussain, sons of the prime

minister, resources to buy flats in 1990, when they were very young; is the

Qatari letter true or fabricated; how bearer shares were converted into flats;

who is the real owner of Neilson Enterprises; how Hill Metals Est., owned

by Hassan Nawaz Sharif, was set up, where did the money for Flagship

Investment Limited and other companies come from; where did the work-

ing capital for the companies come from and where do the huge sums run-

ning into millions gifted by Hassan Nawaz to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif

drop in from?

In fact, questions had started arising after the onset of the Panama

Leaks in April last year. However, the prime minister attempted to dissoci-

ate himself from the offshore companies of his children and said his chil-

dren had set up them with money provided by his father, Mian Sharif. The

court has rejected his plea and he is the main accused to face investiga-

tions under the supervision of the court. The prime minister’s major prob-

lem was to save his daughter, Maryam Nawaz, from the possible fallout of

the case and many observers claim he has largely succeeded in his efforts.

Some people say he used some “powerful” connections to pressurise the

PTI lawyers not to press charges against her in the court.

Maryam was indirectly linked to the offshore companies in the Panama

Leaks. She will also have to face investigations. The court, in its verdict,

mentioned her name several times. It cited a judgment of March 16, 1999,

handed down by the High Court of Justice, Queen’s Bench Division, Lon-

don, whereby a huge sum of money was decreed on November 5, 1999,

in favour of Al Towfeek Company and against Hudabiya Paper Mills Lim-

ited, Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif (a younger brother of respondent

No. 1), Mian Muhammad Sharif (the father of respondent No. 1) and Mian

Muhammad Abbas Sharif (another younger brother of respondent No. 1).

“The record pertaining to the judgment and decree shows that for satis-

faction of the decree the same four properties in London which are also

the subject matter of the present petitions had been attached and subse-

quently on February 21, 2000, the charge/caution on those four properties

was lifted by the court upon satisfaction of the decree which was to the

tune of about 34 million US dollars. The Directors of Hudabiya Paper Mills

Limited included Mr. Hussain Nawaz Sharif and Maryam Safdar, respon-

dents No. 6 and 7 herein. The said respondents and the other defendants

would not have paid such a huge amount to get the charge/caution lifted

from the four properties in London if they had nothing to do with the own-

ership of those properties in the years 1999 and 2000. Mr. Hussain Nawaz

Sharif was aged about 28 years and had no business of his own till then,

Mr. Hassan Nawaz Sharif was a student with no personal earnings and

Maryam Safdar did not own any property at that time, as disclosed by

themselves in their interviews mentioned above. Apart from that the source

of funds available for making a huge payment of about 34 million US dol-

lars in the year 2000 towards satisfaction of the above-mentioned decree

had not been disclosed by respondent No. 1 and his children before this

Court till another statement of the same gentleman from Qatar was filed

before the Court later on,” the court noted.

It appears not only Maryam, but Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif

will also have to appear before the joint investigation team. If her father

and brothers have not been cleared of wrongdoing by the court, how can

she be left off the hook? According to the Panama Papers, she owns two

offshore companies. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s close relative, Finance

Minister Ishaq Dar, is also an accused in a reference filed against the NAB

chairman for not probing money laundering charges against him. His affi-

davit admitting laundering money for the Sharifs may land either him or

the ruling family in trouble. The court will also have to see whether an ap-

prover in a financial crime can remain the finance minister of the country

or not.

The ruling family has no answers to the thirteen questions. It failed to

answer them in the court and the parliament. It had produced only a

Qatari letter in its defence, but its authenticity was questioned by the

court. It will have to provide documented proof of its innocence, which it

has failed to provide. It appears it will submit the same letter to the in-

vestigation team. The situation looks hopeless for the ruling family but

some analysts believe the establishment is still backing the prime minis-

ter, because Imran Khan, who could become the next prime minister, has

not really come up to snuff.
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According to a recent survey, the popularity of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf

(PTI) has increased by 3pc after the Panama case verdict by the Supreme

Court of Pakistan. As a joint investigation team (JIT) has started a probe

against the ruling family under the supervision of the court, Imran Khan’s

party fancies its chances to come to power in the next election.

All political parties, except the Jamiat Ulemai-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), the

Awami National Party (ANP) and the Muttahid Qaumi Movement (MQM),

want an electoral alliance with the PTI. The JUI-F and ANP are benefici-

aries of the ruling party and their power base in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

has been seriously dented by the PTI. The MQM is ideologically opposed

to it. Even the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) seeks seat adjustment with

it in the Punjab in the next elections. However, it is waiting for the outcome

of the Panama case investigations. If the JIT rules against the Sharifs, the

ruling party will lose the Punjab to the PTI. The PPP has bleak chances in

the most populous province.

According to analysts, dozens of MNAs, MPAs and senators of the Pak-

istan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) may join a rebellion group, headed

by former MNA Suhail Zia Butt, an erstwhile close aide to Prime Minister

Nawaz Sharif. Suhail Zia Butt has founded his Aam Admi Party after he

was denied a ticket by the ruling party in the last election. He was offered

a senior post by the Musharraf government after the military coup in 1999,

but he refused. After which he had to face many cases but he firmly stood

by the Sharif family. But he was denied a ticket in the last election.

Analysts say he can create serious trouble for the PML-N, especially

Politics
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in Lahore, as almost 40 disgruntled leaders of the party are in contact with

him. They include at least three MNAs, a senator and dozens of MPAs.

They can pose a serious challenge to the ruling party in the next election.

Three more federal ministers are expected to resign after the announce-

ment of resignation of Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination

Riaz Pirzada. According to sources, many members of the parliament be-

longing to the ruling party have openly expressed their reservations against

alleged corruption of Prime Minister’s Principal Secretary Fawad Hasan

Fawad. They have sent their complaints against him to the prime minister

through their colleagues. The minister’s resignation opened a Pandora’s

box against the government. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s Principal Sec-

retary was involved in corruption of billions of rupees.

It is said one federal minister has submitted his resignation to the prime

minister but the latter has delayed action on it. He told the prime minister

that many ministers would resign because of the corrupt bureaucrat. It is

said two more federal ministers who are expected to resign are from South

Punjab and Sindh. Many legislators have also raised voices against the

principal secretary during National Assembly sessions.

On the other hand, Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-i-Azam (PML-Q)

President Ch. Shujaat Hussain has started contacting small political, reli-

gious and local parties to form a grand alliance against the ruling party.

According to party sources, all anti-government parties, except the Pak-

istan Peoples Party (PPP), will be invited to join an alliance against the

PML-N government in the wake of the Panama case verdict. Pakistan

Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan and Shujaat Hussain are al-

ready in contact with each other. Shujaat is also expected to meet leaders

of different factions of the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam, Awami National Party

(ANP), Muslim League Functional (Pagara Group) and Muttahida Qaumi

Movement in the coming weeks. It is said the grand alliance will become

a reality before the budget and a movement would be launched against

the government. Lawyers and trade unions will also be part of the alliance.

The PPP has launched its “Go Nawaz Go” movement in a bid to high-

jack the struggle of the PTI. According to sources, the former president

enjoys the complete backing of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N) to highjack the anti-government campaign, launched by Imran

Khan since 2014. After former President Asif Zardari’s return to Pakistan,

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s party had issued welcoming statements, in-

dicating they strictly believe in a two-party system in Pakistan and would

collude to defeat the PTI in the next election. Asif Zardari will contact all

political parties, including the PTI, to lead the opposition. He will also con-

tact defectors who have mostly joined the PTI. Some claim the PPP will

woo back almost all its “electables,” who have joined other parties. It will

again raise the issue of the Seraiki province to bag seats in south Punjab.

Demands for Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s resignation have grown

after the Panama case verdict. The PPP, the PTI and the Jamat-i-Islami

(JI) have demanded Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to resign to pave the

way for fair investigations by the joint investigation team. According to an-

alysts, the opposition can force the ouster of the prime minister if its mem-

bers resign from the Senate, National Assembly and four provincial

assemblies en bloc. The PPP leads the provincial government in Sindh.

The PTI runs the provincial government in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The PPP

has 46 members in a 342-member National Assembly. The PTI has 33

seats in the National Assembly. In the Senate, the PPP has the highest

number of seats, 27, which is one more than the ruling PML-N. The PTI

has seven seats in the 104-member Upper House. If the two parties resign

from the Senate, National Assembly and provincial assemblies of Sindh

and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the government cannot run its business and

will collapse in days. However, most observers say the PPP will not go to

such an extent, because it will suit the PTI.

On the other hand, PTI Chairman Imran Khan is not willing to forge an

alliance with any party at the moment. Many heavyweights of politics in

the Punjab are willing to join him. It is said the PPP has proposed to the

PTI to jointly wage a struggle against the prime minister after the Panama

case verdict. However, Imran Khan is not willing to join hands with the PPP.

Sources say big politicians from south Punjab and Sindh may soon join

the PTI, which will further increase its popularity. It can win the next election

single-handedly, if the Supreme Court disqualifies the Sharifs on the find-

ings of the joint investigation team.



May 16-31, 201712

In May, the government completes its fourth parliamentary year. With the

Panama leaks still threatening to cut its term short yet again, the four years

have been a tough journey for it as it faced one crisis after the other,

though most of them were self-induced.

The ruling party has been in power twice in the past with a heavy man-

date but was sent packing by the military establishment. It is already a

great achievement for Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who has completed

four years in office. In his earlier stints, he even failed to complete three

years. His first test came in the shape of sit-ins in Islamabad in 2014. The

protests could have been avoided, but the government delayed acceeding

to the demands of Imran Khan and Tahirul Qadri, which led to agitation in

the country. Imran had been demanding a probe into alleged rigging in the

election. Qadri was forced to take to the streets after the Punjab police

had killed 14 of his activists, allegedly at the behest of the government.

The government claims to have improved the economy but ground re-

alities are different. Over 35pc people of the country live below the poverty

line. Pakistan’s net public debt has crossed the Rs18.28 trillion mark, rising

about 35pc during the tenure of the ruling party. The volume of net public

debt as on September 30, 2016, was Rs18,277.6 billion. Total public debt

stood at Rs13.48tr at the end of fiscal year 2012-13 — almost three years
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ago. The major contribution to the increase in net public debt came from

an almost 40pc rise in domestic debt, which rose from Rs8.686tr at the

end of 2013 to Rs12.14tr at the end of the first quarter of the current fiscal

year (FY 2016-17). In the same period, foreign debt posted an increase of

28pc and went from Rs4.796tr in 2013 to Rs6.14tr on September 30, 2016.

Every Pakistani now owes about Rs130,00. The figure was Rs90,772 in

2013. It was Rs80,894 in 2012 and only Rs37,170 in early 2008.

Pakistan still faces a power shortfall of over 6,000 megawatts. Accord-

ing to a new schedule, urban areas face eight to 10 hours of power cuts

while rural areas suffer 12 to 14 hours of loadshedding. Almost the same

situation existed in 2013, when the government had come to power. Unan-

nounced and unscheduled loadshedding in the country has increased as

most of the country sizzles in the scorching heat.

The countrywide demand of electricity is 17,000MW whereas the pro-

duction capacity is 10,000MW. According to the National Power Control

Centre, the hydro power production has minimised to 2,000MW. The gov-

ernment power houses are producing only 4,000MW while 3,500MW is

being attained from private power houses and 500MW from solar and other

sources. The predicted shortfall during June-July is 8,000MW with the de-

mand persisting at 22,000MW.

The circular debt has also soared to Rs600b after Rs480b was paid to

the Independent Power Producers (IPPs) in December 2013. It exposes

the performance of the government in its topmost priority sector. It has only

taken cosmetic measures to address the energy crisis. In a shocking de-

velopment, the Punjab government has decided to sell off the Quaid-i-

Azam solar power plant in Bahawalpur, which it had inaugurated amid

great pomp and show. According to sources, the asking price for the proj-

ect has been set at Rs6-7 billion while it cost over Rs16.6 billion. Spread

over 10,000 acres, the 1,000MW plant was completed in May 2015, and

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif inaugurated it.

People have already started feeling the heat of the budget and Ra-

mazan as prices of flour, pulses, fruit and vegetables have skyrocketed in

the country. Fuel prices have remained the same but rates of food items

have increased.

The government had promised job opportunities and houses to people

but they still await them. Nawaz Sharif announced a highly publicised

Rs100 billion bank loan scheme for the youth, but it failed to click because

of serious flaws. 

After the government’s indecisiveness on terrorism, the military had to

launch operations in the Tribal Area and Karachi. The militancy has de-

creased in the country but the government cannot claim credit for it.

The number of out-of-school children in Pakistan is 22.6 million and

44pc children between the age of five and 16 are still out of school. Ac-

cording to the Pakistan Education Statistic 2015-16, launched by the Na-

tional Education Management Information System (NEMIS) – a subsidiary

of the Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training, 21pc pri-

mary schools in the country are being run by a single teacher while 14pc

have one room. The report says only 30pc children remain enrolled from

class one till 10. Balochistan is home to the highest proportion of out-of-

school children, followed by FATA. Over 40pc public sector primary schools

are operating without electricity, 28pc did not have toilets, 25pc are without

boundary walls and 29pc have no access to drinking water. Some 7pc

schools do not have any building and 43pc have unsatisfactory buildings.

Over 70pc children in Balochistan and 58pc in FATA do not go to school.

In fact, the overall literacy rate in Pakistan has declined by two per cent

over the past two years, according to the Pakistan Economic Survey, 2014-

2015. Female literacy in Khyber Paktunkhwa (KP) and Balochistan stands

at only 36 pc and 25 pc, respectively, compared to male literacy levels of

72 pc and 50 per cent. Sindh and the Punjab have slightly better percent-

ages at 43 pc and 52 pc for female literacy, respectively, but male literacy

levels are higher at 71 pc and 57 pc.

The PML-N government has taken steps which are highly visible, like

metro bus projects, laptops, Danish schools and loan schemes. It has

largely ignored education and health. Its priorities should have been health,

education and inexpensive and speedy justice, not roads and bridges.

People wanted relief from politicians when the PPP came to power in 2008.

They still lack basic amenities after another elected government is about

to complete its tenure.

A $46 billion China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project is top

of the list of government achievements, but it can’t claim the credit exclu-

sively. Negotiations for the project had begun in 2008, and China has its

own interests, though it will immensely benefit Pakistan. Some say its ben-

efits are overhyped and the common man’s lot will remain the same. 

The government has failed to improve governance, provide speedy jus-

tice, depoliticise the police and civil bureaucracy, set up an effective ac-

countability system, overhaul the tax net and empower parliament.

After the onset of the Panama leaks, the prime minister should have

changed his concept of development. He should have announced reforms

in the police in his home province and focused on health and education

facilities for people. Instead, he announced a number of highways and air-

ports in different areas of the country. Had he been sincere about devel-

opment of the country, he would have announced an education

emergency, approved maximum funds for health, overhauled the police

and bureaucracy and introduced stringent laws against corruption. The

people deserve more than roads and bridges from a democratic govern-

ment.
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Provincial autonomy has been a key issue in Pakistan’s political history

and is today still very relevant as smaller provinces continue to demand

their constitutional and legal rights, while the federal government of the

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) keeps on denying them the

same, in the tussle seriously affecting the state of union of the country and

health of the federation.

Before coming into power during its present stint (2013-2018) the PML-

N was expected to eschew its old practices in the hope that it may have

learnt something from its previous two experiences of governance at the

Centre and five stints of rule in the Punjab. The expectations of the PML-

N to give increasingly more provincial autonomy, apart from ensuring that

already enshrined in the constitution, were based on the fact that, to all

intents and purposes, the PML-N is itself a provincial party. Thus, it would

better understand the issues of the provinces, particularly due to the denial

of their economic and financial rights by the central government. Here it

must be mentioned that the PML-N won almost all of its National Assembly

seats from the Punjab province and, on that basis, was able to form the

federal government and it also won a majority to form the provincial gov-

ernment in the Punjab.

Under the present PML-N government, in terms of provincial autonomy,

the first casualty has been the National Finance Commission (NFC)

Award. Despite four years in power, the PML-N government has failed to

constitute a new NFC. Resultantly the provinces have been getting finan-

cial and economic resources as per the old NFC. The NFC is the mecha-

nism to apportion national resources and the proceeds from the sale of

national resources, between the federal and provincial governments on

the one hand, and the provinces on the other. The core criteria for appor-

tioning the national resources, which are first pooled up (Federal Divisible

Pool) and then distributed, is population. In the last NFC, the share of the

federal government was fixed at 42 percent and that of provinces at 58

percent. This was a great leap forward in terms of financial autonomy to

the provinces. The success of the last NFC award was given to Shahbaz

Sharif as Punjab's chief minister who agreed to reduce the weightage

given to population from 100 percent to 82 percent and give in to the long-

standing legitimate demand of the smaller provinces. In the last NFC cer-

tain other criteria for distribution of national resources were also included.

These criteria included 10.3 percent to poverty, five percent to revenue

generation/collection and 2.7 percent to inverse population density. No-

ticeably the PML-N then had its government in the Punjab while the Pak-

istan People’s Party (PPP) was heading the federal government. So the

agreement of the PML-N to revise criteria for the NFC was aimed more at

securing additional finances for the Punjab then any good intention to

strengthen the federation. This is proving evident today, as the PML-N

even after almost entering the last year of its five year tenure has failed to

constitute the new NFC. Nevertheless, the open-mindedness, though mo-

tivated by self-interest, demonstrated by Shahbaz Sharif in the last NFC

had a positive outcome for provincial autonomy. And strong provinces

mean a strong federation, not the other way round. However, this spirit

vanished during the PML-N heading the central government.

There have been reports that the present federal government of the
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PML-N has been desirous of curtailing the share of the provinces in the

NFC, instead of increasing it. However, due to constitutional guarantees

the share of the provinces cannot be reversed. In order to find another way

to have more resources from the national income for the central govern-

ment, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar proposed an additional  seven percent

outlay by provinces from the divisible pool, three percent for setting up a

National Security Fund and four percent for development of FATA, AJK

and Gilgit-Baltistan. On the other hand, by not coming up with a new NFC

the PML-N government has ensured that it has huge resources to spend

as it likes and deny the same to the provinces. This is especially the case

because in the two provinces, particularly the Khyber Pakhunkhwa, the

rival parties are in government, that is, the PPP in Sindh and the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in KP. The PML-N government has been against giv-

ing more share to provinces in the NFC because it fears that the provinces

run by the rival parties would get more resources through which they could

add to their governance performance and this would be at the altar of the

PML-N’s prospects in the next elections. The PML-N leadership, revolving

around the extended family of the Sharif’s, should have thought more for

the national unity, national development and national goals; but, alas, it

has acted the diametric opposite. Here one should recall the words that “a

politician thinks of the next elections while a statesman thinks of the next

generation.” The PML-N attitude towards KP has been particularly step-

motherly, because the PTI has been challenging the PML-N government

by launching continual agitprop against rigging in the last general elections

and the corruption of the Sharifs. As the PTI is the potential challenger of

the PML-N in the Punjab, the bastion of the latter, therefore, the Sharifs

have been trying their utmost to prevent the PTI from establishing a model

of good governance in KP, lest people in the Punjab turn increasingly to-

wards Imran Khan in the next elections. The victim of this situation has

been KP and its people. However, thanks to the strategies of the PTI gov-

ernment in KP, the party has been able to reform most of the government

departments. Although the PTI government is far from establishing a model

of good governance in KP, but the quality of governance according to in-

ternational institutions, like Transparency International and international

donor agencies like USAID, DFID, JICA, etc., is far better than other

provinces, including the Punjab.

However, one important outcome for Pakistani political culture and the

federation of this step-motherly treatment of KP by the federal government,

is that now a nation-wide party, the PTI, which has its government in KP,

has become a tribune of provincial rights. The PTI head Imran Khan has

been quoted as saying on many occasions that now he has realized how

unfairly smaller provinces are treated in Pakistan. If Khan, who is a poten-

tial prime minister of Pakistan, so realizes, then it is hoped that in case he

comes into power he would try his utmost to address the key issues of

provincial autonomy. Imran Khan has come to his conclusions about the

unfair treatment of KP by the federal government, after the refusal by the

latter to issue no objection certificates to international oil and gas explo-

ration companies that have intended to explore fossil fuels in the province.

Khan criticized the federal government for blocking oil and, particularly,

gas exploration, in KP. On one occasion Khan informed the media that a

US company, M/s Hycarbex, was ready to start exploration of oil and gas

in the Mattani area, on the outskirts of Peshawar, but the federal govern-

ment had refused to issue a NOC to the company. 

Of late, Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has threatened to discon-

tinue gas supply from the province to the Punjab if the federal government

failed to treat his province fairly. The situation in Balochistan is not much

better. The PML-N, with its own party man as chief minister has managed

the situation, but it is only a front.

It is high time that the PML-N mends its ways, to treat the smaller

provinces fairly. However, the PML-N cannot be expected to do so be-

cause it wants its bastion, the Punjab, to remain satisfied even at the cost

of estranging and angering the smaller provinces. This strategy may not

work as there is increasing consciousness within the Punjab, among the

masses, how such an attitude of the PML-N towards the smaller provinces

is affecting the federation. The people of the Punjab are patriotic; it is the

leadership that has, most of the time, led them astray. So the PML-N may

not capitalize on this negative strategy in the next elections, of usurping

the rights of the smaller provinces to have a few mega projects in the Pun-

jab which, in any case does not make a big difference to the ordinary res-

ident of the Punjab.
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The border attack by the Afghan forces on Pakistani territory in Chaman

in Balochistan province that killed at least 12 Pakistani civilians and secu-

rity forces personnel, yet again brings into the limelight two important is-

sues. One of these issues is the effective border management between

Pakistan and Afghanistan and the second is the question of demographic

balance between Pakhtun and Baloch in the Balochistan province of Pak-

istan.

The second issue needs to be analyzed first. The cross border attack

by the Afghan security forces killing Pakistani civilians and security forces

personnel, providing protection to officials collecting census data in Pak-

istani villages in Chaman on the border between Pakistan and

Afghanistan, was very craftily conceived. Targeting the officials conducting

census was aimed to intimidate the officials in order to prevent them from

getting exact data. It is important to note that in Balochistan many Afghan

nationals, living as refugees, have got themselves registered as Pakistani

nationals and have also got Pakistani citizenship documents. This they

have done with the collusion of the Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party

(PkMAP), which has influence in the Pakhtun areas of Balochistan. The

PkMAP has tried to tilt the balance of population in favour of Pakhtuns and,

therefore, it has been helping Afghanistan’s Pakhtuns living as refugees

in Balochistan, to get Pakistan national identity cards. PkMAP and its lead-

ership spearheaded by member of the National Assembly, Mahmud Khan

Achakzai, is well-known for pro-Afghan and anti-Pakistan rhetoric. The at-

tack on Pakistani civilian and security forces personnel seem to have been

made to manipulate the census figures, which Achakzai and his party have

always wanted. By doing so, the Afghan establishment wants to fan the

flames of conflict between Pakistani Baloch and Pakhtuns. The Baloch

have been complaining of parties like the PkMAP of helping Afghan

Pakhtuns to prove the ethnic group has a majority in the province, in order

to secure various benefits. Moreover, through the attack the Afghan forces
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have also tried to bring centre-stage, the “disputed” nature of the border.

Although Kabul has always claimed to champion the rights or Pakhtuns in

Pakistan, but the recent cross border attacks by the former on Pakistani

civilians in Chaman has proved yet again that the Afghan security-intelli-

gence establishment does not have any love for Pakhtuns because almost

all the Pakistani civilians and security forces personnel who were killed in

the attack were Pakthuns. This simply means that Kabul considers its in-

terests more important than the lives of Pakhtuns and could go to any ex-

tent to realize them even by soaking its hands in the blood of the Pakhtun.

Therefore, Pakistani Pakhtuns themselves must realize that Afghanistan

does not have any love for them and, therefore, must reject all these par-

ties and leaders, who are pro-Afghanistan.

Here it is also very important to note that the cross border attack by

Afghan forces on Pakistani officials and civilians were made only a day after

hated warlord, Gulbadin Hekmatyar, entered Kabul as a state guest after

signing a peace accord with the Afghan government of President Ashraf

Ghani. The Afghan security-intelligence establishment, which has never

been on the same page with President Ashraf Ghani regarding talks with

the Taliban and Pakistan, seem to have conceived the border attack on Pak-

istan to give it a message. What message the Afghan security establishment

wants to convey to Pakistan is that from the reconciliation between Hekmat-

yar and the Afghan government, Pakistan should not expect the creation of

any soft corner or room for itself in Afghanistan. Hekmatyar has always been

considered by regimes in Kabul as a Pakistani ally. There is some substance

in this, but Hekmatyar’s reconciliation with Ashraf Ghani’s government

seems to be more his personal decision than anything to do with Pakistan.    

Insofar as management of the Durand Line is concerned, it has its roots

in the core and longstanding issue between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Kabul has never recognized the Durand Line as the official border between

Pakistan and Afghanistan and it has always considered Pakistan’s

Pakhtun areas as part of Afghanistan. Therefore, Kabul has also consid-

ered the Durand Line as an “imaginary” line dividing Pakhtuns, whose tra-

ditional homeland is Afghanistan. Pakhtuns are the majority ethnic group

of Afghanistan whereas it is the second largest ethno-linguistic group of

Pakistan. The border between Afghanistan and Pakistan, the Durand Line,

is almost 2,640 kilometres long and most of it runs through rugged terrain.

It has always been very difficult to manage such a long border located in

a very inhospitable areas. Therefore, Pakistan had always thought it would

be next to impossible to manage the border. This was despite the fact that

Kabul has had irredentist claims to large tracts of Pakistani territory. Pak-

istan did not bother to have solid management of the Durand Line before

the mid-1980s, when there had never been in place any “Strategic Depth”

policy regarding Afghanistan. The strategic depth policy conceived by mil-

itary ruler General Ziaul Haq (1979-88) wanted to have open access for

Pakistani military forces in an eventuality of war with its eastern arch-rival

India. So that Pakistan forces could enter Afghan territory and then launch

a counteroffensive against Delhi from Afghanistan. In other words an open

border or no-border policy of Pakistan with Afghanistan, although very my-

opic, was understandable in the context of a strategic depth policy.

Now, when Pakistan has self-admittedly shunned the policy of strategic

depth in Afghanistan, there was critical need to revisit the strategy of open,

or no, border with Kabul. Fortunately, Pakistan strategists and decision-

makers rightly understood the situation and they came up with an elabo-

rate policy of border management. Under this policy, Islamabad started

fencing its long border with Afghanistan in mid-March, 2017, to effectively

control the inflow of terrorists and militants from Afghanistan and outflow

of armed militants from Pakistan.

The work to fence the Pakistan-Afghanistan border is being undertaken

by the paramilitary, the Frontier Corps (FC) and, noticeably, its personnel

were targeted in the recent attack. The fence is being erected on 1,300

kilometers, part of the 2,430 kilometers long border with Afghanistan, in

the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa

(KP) province. Although fencing in the hilly and mountainous terrain is quite

an uphill task, but the Frontier Corps is using different means to fence the

critical points. For this the Corps needs to be given full credit.

In order to better manage the border apart from fencing, aerial surveil-

lance and special radar systems are also being placed to check and hunt

down suspected terrorists trying to infiltrate into Pakistan. Here it may be

mentioned that Pakistan has already completed digging a 1,100 kilome-

ters-long trench on the Durand Line at Chaman-Kandahar, part of the bor-

der in Balochistan. The 11 foot-deep and 14 foot-wide trench completed

in 2013, on the entire stretch of the border has been instrumental in effec-

tive border management. This can be gauged from the fact that since the

completion of the trench there have been very few terrorist attacks in

Balochistan that could be linked to Afghanistan-based terrorists of Pak-

istani or Afghan origin. However, in FATA and KP province, where the bor-

der has remained porous, the number of attacks from Afghanistan-based

terrorists and militants, including those from Pakistani militant-terrorist

groups like the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the Jamaat-ul-Ahrar,

have increased manifold. Sensing the scope of terrorist infiltration from

Afghanistan to Pakistan, the Kabul security-intelligence establishment,

which is to the core anti-Pakistan and has been using terrorists to wage a

proxy war inside Pakistan, has resorted to naked cross border firing and

rocket attacks. This is an act of frustration in a sense, but such dastardly

acts of violence must strengthen the resolve of Pakistani strategists to

leave no stone unturned in managing the border.
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Muhammad Arshad Wahla* seems in a hurry to leave for his home. He

has received a call from his wife that his only son is suffering from high

fever. It is already 7 in the evening, the official time of closure of the wheat

procurement centre. But it seems it will take at least one more hour for Mr.

Wahla to complete the data entry process, and leave for home.

“I’m here since 7 in the morning, feeding data into the computer. I would

have left home for home maximum by 2pm had I been in my school doing

my original duty of teaching students computer and imparting to them prac-

tical lessons,” says Arshad Wahla, a computer science teacher at a gov-

ernment high school in district Bahawalnagar. 

Since the start of the wheat procurement process last month (April 15,

2017) in Punjab, the Education Department deputed him at a purchase

centre for carrying out the data entry process about the issuance of “baar

dana” (empty sacks for purchase of wheat) to farmers and the total wheat

purchased, on daily basis. 

Wahla says he is not the only teacher performing this duty in Punjab.

Hundreds of computer teachers have been assigned the task this year, as

in the previous years. Instead of going to their schools to teach their

classes, they are forced to spend over 12 hours at the wheat procurement

centres daily, feeding details of the wheat procured and other related in-

formation, into computers. 

There are two computer science teachers, including Wahla, in the gov-

ernment high school. As he is not going to school for the last one month,

his students are deprived of the computer education and practical lessons,

Wahla regrets. It seems wheat procurement data feeding is more important

for the government than teaching students, the computer teacher says in

a bitter tone. 

Shughufta Kanwal, a primary schoolteacher in Lahore, fully agrees with

Muhammad Arshad Wahla. She is going door-to-door in Chaudhry Colony

(Samanabad) area of Lahore on a hot May day, along with other team

members, to administer anti-polio drops to children under five years of age.

You utter a word of sympathy and she bursts into complaints. 

“You can’t imagine how much humiliation we have to face during the

vaccination campaigns,” Ms. Kanwal tells Cutting Edge. The unmarried 26

year old teacher has been part of dozens of anti-polio and anti-dengue

campaigns during the last six years. “A number of people even don’t bother

to open their gates when we knock, and many pass cheap remarks,” she

relates her ordeal. “Sometimes I wonder if we have been hired by the Ed-

ucation Department for teaching students or for garnering insults and scorn

while going from door-to-door?” 

“And, by-the-way, what do teachers have to do with these issues; these

are purely the health departments job,” she raises another question.

Kashif Shahzad Chaudhry, central secretary general of the United

Teachers Council Punjab, seconds views expressed by Mr. Wahla and Ms.

Kanwal. He says that being a schoolteacher in Pakistan is not a bed of

roses. The teaching community is continuously faced with various prob-

lems, he tells Cutting Edge in a telephonic talk. The teachers would stage

a protest rally from Masjid-e-Shuhada on The Mall to the Chief Minister’s

Secretariat on May 16, under the aegis of the United Teachers Council

Punjab to force the government to accept their demands. 

Besides other issues, Kashif Chaudhry says, teachers would also

protest against assignment of non-academic duties to teachers. From

his personal experience, he recalls that a teacher is made to go door-to-

door to collect voter information ahead of every election. He has to keep

going back, day after day, and ensure that he hasn’t missed anyone.

Then there is pressure from local landlords and other influential individ-

uals, who want him to register bogus voters, Chaudhry shares with Cut-

ting Edge. 

And currently, the population census duty. A large number of school-

teachers have been deputed for carrying out the house marking and pop-

ulation census in Punjab, like in other parts of the country, says the teacher.

“On our protest, the Punjab provincial government had withdrawn all its
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teachers from performing duties in the population census. However, later

on Provincial Census Commissioner (PCC) Punjab, Arif Anwar Baloch,

held a meeting with the government authorities and requested them not

to withdraw teachers from the process.”

Secretary general of United Teachers Council Punjab says that the

election duties had always proved a nightmarish experience for teachers.

They are assigned duties in places that are usually very far from their

homes, usually 40 or 50 kilometres. Standing in queues for hours waiting

to receive election material, ferrying the sensitive material to and from the

polling station – usually without any provision for transport – and, of course,

facing the wrath of political parties and activists on polling day, are humil-

iating and insulting, the teachers representative relates. 

Kashif Chaudhry says that despite this hard work and humiliation, most

government schoolteachers do not get compensatory holidays for week-

ends spent in the service of the provincial government. They are asked to

oversee health-related events on most Sundays, but are seldom paid for

it or given a leave in lieu of the working days on Sundays. 

The education initiatives, Alif Ailaan and the Society for the Advance-

ment of Education (SAHE) conducted a countrywide survey in 2016 and

presented the data collected in their report The Voice of Teachers: Learn-

ing from Teachers Across Pakistan. The report findings showed that most

government schoolteachers spend a quarter of the academic year in non-

teaching activities. “Government teachers are frequently called upon to

perform duties that require the deployment of personnel in large numbers.

As a result, many teachers are assigned tasks that take them away from

the classroom or eat into the time they would otherwise use to plan lessons

or mark papers,” the report said.

The report stated that schoolteachers are the single largest workforce in

the country, numbering around 1.4 million. More than half of them work in gov-

ernment schools. One of the main issues faced by them is allocation of non-

academic duties that force them to divert attention away from the classroom. 

Kashif Chaudhry says that the list of non-academic tasks assigned to

teachers is quite long. They are sent to special (sasta) bazaars for check-

ing price lists, forced to go to kilns to convince the labourers working there

to send their children to schools asked to visit katchi abadis to verify data

of families registered with the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP),

etc. 

The situation becomes further complicated when teachers are with-

drawn from the schools where the number of educators is already less

than their prescribed strength. Around half of all government primary

schools in Sindh and Balochistan and 29% in Pakistan as a whole have

only one teacher each, according to the Pakistan Education Atlas 2016.

Currently, 36,408 primary schools in the country are being run by one

teacher each, says the Atlas. 

Balochistan is on top of the list with 54% single-teacher schools, fol-

lowed by Sindh with 47%, KP 19% and Punjab 15%. In Gilgit-Baltistan,

which has 797 primary schools, 281 of the institutions (35%) have only

one educator each.

Central secretary general of United Teachers Council believes that

teachers should concentrate on teaching only and they should not be as-

signed any non-academic work. He believes that engaging teachers in the

activities other than teaching takes a toll on them and affects their primary

duty. He suggests raising a new force under the prime minister of Pakistan,

for carrying out all tasks that are assigned to teachers currently. It will help

improve education standards in the country. 

* Name changed on request
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Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family are still in hot water. The prime

minister is fully aware about the gathering political storm, yet he is not will-

ing to concede. The apex court has ordered that a joint investigation team

(JIT) should be constituted to probe further the Panama Papers scandal.

But, many people, including political and religious leaders, analysts and

TV anchors, have raised serious questions about the JIT’s ability to hold

an impartial, fair and conclusive inquiry. Pakistan’s history shows that many

JITs and commissions were formed but their reports could not be made

public. So, the formation of a JIT for probing further Nawaz Sharif and his

family’s corruption has already become controversial. 

In reality, the five-member bench, comprising Justice Asif Saeed

Khosa, Justice Gulzar Ahmed, Justice Ejaz Afzal Khan, Justice Azmat

Saeed and Justice Ijazul Ahsan, of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, has

not given a clean chit to the PM Nawaz Sharif and his family. Two judges,

Justice Asif Saeed Khosa and Justice Gulzar Ahmed have given their ver-

dict against PM Nawaz Sharif. They said Nawaz Sharif should be disqual-

ified as he could no longer be considered “honest” and “truthful” (ameen

and sadiq – qualifiers for legislative office in the constitution).

The 540-page judgement which starts from a popular quote, “Behind

every great fortune there is a crime”, from Mario Puzo’s novel The Godfa-

ther is historic. It has given neither a clean chit nor disqualified the PM.

Both the petitioners and the respondents in this case have welcomed the

verdict and equally celebrated it by distributing sweets. 

Keeping aside the verdict, Panamagate itself is seminal, as it has ex-

posed the PM and his family before the world. The investigation against

PM Nawaz Sharif and his family will continue. Many analysts are of the

view that the SC's verdict to institute a JIT has given the PM some relief,

because Nawaz Sharif knows that to prove the Sharif family's corruption

in 60 days will not be an easy task. The Panama verdict has also not said

anything about Maryam Nawaz, who is the likely political successor to

Nawaz Sharif. It is also very interesting that the JIT comprises the officials

of NAB, FIA, State Bank of Pakistan, Inter-Services Intelligence and Mili-

tary Intelligence. The SC has already severely criticised the institutions,

especially NAB and the FIA, for being ineffective and compromised. How

can lower-ranking officials interrogate a sitting prime minister and his chil-

dren? This is a question which many people, including TV anchors and

thinkers, are asking in Pakistan. However, the SC has given a reassurance

about justice. It has said that the special bench of the SC will be constituted

to monitor the progress of the JIT proceedings. Then, the inclusion of the

military spy agencies in a politically sensitive investigation has also made

the JIT more controversial. Even, the PPP leader Aitzaz Ahsan has ques-

tioned the impartiality of the ISI chief. He has clearly said that the DG ISI

is a relative of Maryam Nawaz and he should stay away from the inquiry.

On the other hand, the army leadership has also promised to play its

“due role” in the JIT probe. On 24 April, the Army's senior command re-

solved at a Corps Commanders' Conference at General Headquarters that

the military would play its “due role” as part of the Supreme Court-ordered

Joint Investigation Team (JIT) which will probe Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif and his family's business dealings abroad. Inter-Services Public Re-

lations (ISPR) in a statement said the forum had discussed the apex

court's Panamagate verdict with special reference to the JIT. 

"The forum pledged that the institution, through its members in the JIT,

shall play its due role in a legal and transparent manner, fulfilling [the] con-

fidence reposed [in the military] by the apex court," the ISPR said. This

statement clearly shows that the army is taking a keen interest in the power

game which is being played in the country. 

Zahid Hussain writes in The Nation: "Such controversies are certainly

not good for the country’s premier security agency. It is obvious that the

growing political polarisation has brought the military leadership under im-

mense pressure. There is a danger that the military could get more deeply

involved in the crisis if the ongoing political confrontation becomes more

serious.  Every political crisis has consequences for the civil-military bal-

ance of power. A weakening of civilian authority invariably leads to the mil-

itary gaining more space. We have seen this happening in the past and

there are already some signs of the generals getting more assertive. Not

a good omen for the democratic political process".

After the court's verdict, there also emerges a question of moral legiti-

macy. But, in Pakistani politics, there exists no morality . Almost all politi-

cians are immoral, corrupt, venal and unprincipled in Pakistan. Nawaz

Sharif is a past master in breaking his promises and buying other politi-

cians by using his wealth. So, he is not ready to tender his resignation on

moral grounds.  His refusal to resign has also raised the political temper-

ature in the country. The main opposition parties, including the PTI, the

PPP, the PML-Q, the JI, PAT, etc., have all become united in demanding

the resignation of the prime minister after the court's verdict. 

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan said, "I demand

Nawaz Sharif resign... Until the Joint Investigation Team (JIT) completes

its probe. If you're cleared within 60 days, you can return." The PTI chair-

man congratulated the nation on the "historic" ruling. "This has never hap-

pened in the history of Pakistan." "All five judges have decided that

whatever Nawaz Sharif said, it has been rejected. The money trail, the

sources of income ─ everything is in front of the nation... In other words, it

has been declared a falsehood." "The two most senior judges said to dis-

qualify the PM," Khan added. Imran Khan also held a rally for demanding
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Nawaz Sharif’s resignation in Islamabad on 28 April. 

"Nawaz Sharif should hand in his resignation," former president Asif Ali

Zardari said while addressing a press conference after the apex court’s

verdict. "Mian sahab you have failed. You cannot run the government. Give

someone else a chance to run the government," he said. "A decision which

the Supreme Court could not make, how will the Grade-19 officers under

the PM decide the case?" he asked. "You have deceived the nation,"

Zardari said. "I think it is evident now to the nation that Nawaz's real face

is not sharif." PPP Senator Aitzaz Ahsan termed the dissenting notes

"heavier than the decision of the other three judges." "The two judges have

declared the PM is disqualified. The decision of these two judges is the

Supreme Court's decision," Ahsan said.

The Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assemblies have also demanded

the prime minister should step down. On 21 April, the Sindh Assembly

passed a resolution moved by senior PPP leader Nisar Khuhro that said

in light of the Supreme Court`s decision, PM Nawaz is not Saadiq and

Ameen, hence he should immediately tender his resignation. On 25 April,

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly approved the resolution on the resignation

of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. In the Punjab Assembly, the PTI members

are very vocal and demanding the PM’s resignation. The passage of res-

olutions for the resignation of the PM from the Sindh and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa Assemblies clearly show that the PM and PML-N will have

to face great pressure from the opposition parties in the coming days. Dur-

ing the Imran- Qadri sit- in in Islamabad in 2014, the PPP gave support to

Nawaz Sharif and saved his government. But, now, times have changed.

All the main opposition parties are not only demanding the resignation of

Nawaz Sharif, but also relentlessly criticising his family and his inept and

corrupt government. 

Besides the opposition parties, the lawyers of the Lahore Bar Council

have also announced to launch a movement to push the PM to resign.

Nawaz Sharif has the following three options:-

1: He could accept the demand of the opposition parties and step down till

the JIT's final inquiry and verdict. Nawaz Sharif will not follow this option be-

cause he knows that he can easily control the institutions while he is in power.  

2: He could announce an early election and seek a fresh mandate from

the people of Pakistan to restore his moral right to govern. Nawaz Sharif

and the PML-N should think over this option very seriously. In spite of the

PTI's popularity in the country , the PML-N is still very strong in the Punjab.

The PPP is almost non-existent in the Punjab and KP. It is a fact that the

Sharif brothers and the PML-N are ruling the Punjab for the last many years

and they can win many seats again in the province. It is said, "The road to

PM House in Islamabad passes through the Punjab". 

3: He could continue his rule till the elections due in 2018. If Nawaz

Sharif and his party follow this option, then they will have to face a strong

resistance from the opposition parties and the media. Nawaz Sharif, on

the other hand, fully knows that Pakistan is not South Korea or Iceland

where thousands of people had come out on the roads against the corrup-

tion charges against their leaders and forced them to resign. Nawaz Sharif

has been enjoying power over the last 36 years. The PML-N is continu-

ously ruling the Punjab for the last nine years. The Nawaz family has also

a firm hold on the Punjab police and Punjab-dominated bureaucracy. Since

2013, the PM and his government have already tackled three major chal-

lenges - the thorny relationship with the military establishment after the

Dawn Leaks, facing at least two major rounds of street protests by the PTI

leader Imran Khan and the PAT leader Tahir ul Qadri and the Panama pa-

pers scandal. 

Keeping in view this experience, Nawaz Sharif is hopeful about tackling

this new pressure from the opposition parties successfully. That is why he

is not thinking about tendering his resignation. The coming days will be

very interesting, because one thing is very clear that Nawaz Sharif, his

family and the PML-N government are still in deep trouble as the opposition

parties like the PTI, the PPP, the JI, the PML-Q, etc., have taken a joint

anti-Sharif stand. Nawaz Sharif will have to make more effective choices

quickly  if he wants to save the democratic system, improve his tarnished

image, protect his political dynasty and secure his party’s popularity in the

country.   
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Rehydrate and rejuvenatein Ramadan

Ayesha Khan

Celebrating Ramadan means fasting from sunrise to sunset every day

for a month, so a good pre-dawn meal is really important.Ramadan is that

golden opportunity to detox the body, control diet and benefit the body

with highly nutritious and beneficial foods. It's important to eat a substan-

tial meal, but you may not actually need all the food that you may think

you do.There's no universal rule on how much food to eat, since specific

calorie needs depend on the individual.Here’s what to eat and drink at

Suhoor in order to stay as healthy, happy, and energized as possible dur-

ing Ramadan.

It's difficult to eat a lot of food at 3 am, your body can only process so

much food at once and your stomach really shrinks after a few days. Pro-

tein and fat will help keep you full longer as it is slowly digested, while car-

bohydrates are a good source of energy. Certain carbs are a good source

of high-fiber, less-processed starchy carbohydrates like oatmeal, as op-

posed to processed carbs like bread or pastries.It’s hard to believe that

we fill our stomachs with all sort of acidic, nutritional- less and difficult to

digest foods in this golden month. Always drink two glasses of water along

with your meal.

Dates and Nuts: Dates and nuts are one of the smallest, most nutri-

tious and energizing foods. We can make a number of dates and nuts

sweets, beverages and desserts. It will save us from gaining unnecessary

calories from other sugar rich desserts and sweets. And we get to enjoy

highly nutritious, energizing and delicious dates and nuts beverages and

desserts.

Yogurt, Cheese and Milk:Milk is the most basic requirement of every

human no matter what the age. Make decent allowance for milk in Suhoor

and Iftar meals in Ramadan in the form of a glass of fruity milkshake or

buttermilk.Yogurt and cheese are two foods that provide our body great

building material. Yogurt and cheese are not only rich in calcium, they are

also filling and you can enjoy them anytime of the day without worrying

about acidity and indigestion. Yogurt and cheese are everyone’s favourite

and can find their way in every other savoury or dessert. Cheese always

seems to find a VIP seat in most pasta, sandwich, appetizers and baking

recipes. Yogurt is a very nourishing, easily digestible and cooling food.

Prepare yogurt based dips and sauces, smoothies, curries and buttermilk

etc.

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables: Fruits and vegetables are most beneficial

when you take them fresh. You can make fresh fruit desserts or large bowl

of fresh fruit salad and season it with a new dressing every day. Vegetable

curries always lack valuable nutrients and are flooded with spices and

cooking oil which cause acidity and indigestion. Replace your vegetable

curries with fresh vegetable salads, steamed or broiled vegetables. You

can enjoy crisp pan seared or steamed vegetables in your favorite sand-

wich, wrap, lasagna and pasta recipes.

Whole Grains, Lentils and Beans: Whole grains, lentils and legumes

are a great source of fiber and carbohydrates. You can serve deliciously

crusty whole wheat bread with cheese, fresh vegetable salad and greek

yogurt dip or brown rice with broiled vegetable and meat. A bowl of deli-

cious barley, lentils or bean soup prepared with chunks of meat or veg-

etables and topped with a drizzle of cream is a great way to replenish your

body with proteins.. It will digest slowly and provide your body all that it

needs to keep you going while fasting. 

Foods 
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02
Travel

Someone wise once said, “When preparing to travel, lay out all of your

clothes and all of your money. Take half the clothes and twice the money”.

Travelling is a way of life. Here are a few summer travel tips for a hassle-

free holiday.

Summer Clothing: When it comes to packing clothing, we tend to think

that every new day requires a new outfit. However, most of us end up wear-

ing only a few pieces and carry more than we need. Pack light, pack only

essentials, and make sure you are not taking an outfit for every day; rather,

take a few essential pieces and mix and match them over the course of

your trip! For both men and women, summer travel-friendly clothing for a

week includes the very basics. Pack 2 pairs of shorts or pants, one cotton

pair, and one that is lightweight for hot and/or rainy cities. Add to that 4 t-

shirts and a shirt for formal occasions. 1 set of sleepwear that can also be

used as comfortable street-wear and 5 sets of underwear and socks com-

plete your apparel needs. Make sure you pack a pair of sneakers and flip-

flops, and you will not be left wanting on the trip. For women, leggings,

skirts or light cotton dresses are another essential piece of clothing, as it

can be used as nightwear or street wear.

Summer Hairstyles: For men, summer hairstyles aren’t a huge deviation

from the regular style; short hair is the way to go! Men could also opt for

crew cuts or shaved sides for a more on-trend look. For women, a braid

does wonders to get the hair off the neck. Women could also opt for a

shorter haircut – a bob or a lob – or put their hair up in a bun. Hats are a

great accessory to have for hot sweltering days and beach visits.

Beauty Products: A day at the beach requires sunscreen (sprays allow

for better coverage than creams and gels do), face-wash to use after swim-

ming in the sea or walking about the city all day, and a mild cleanser for

the body. The summer sun really leads to super dry chapped skin and lips.

This is why lip balm with a high SPF protection and a moisturizing lotion

are necessary to prevent dry skin.

Here’s a checklist which helps pack for most travel plans:

Accessories

• Contact lenses and/or glasses, if necessary (consider packing extra

pairs, too) 

• Slippers 

• Sunglasses 

• Batteries for small electronics and cameras 

• Camera (and film, if needed) 

• Chargers for your cell phone, camera, video camera, and laptop 

• Hair dryer (if your hotel doesn’t supply one) 

• Headphones 

• iPod and iPod dock 

• Tripod 

• Video camera 

HeAltH And BeAuty items

• Antibacterial wipes 

• Moisturiser/ sunblock

• Comb/ brush 

• Contact lens solution (if needed) 

• Deodorant 

• Face cleanser 

First Aid kit

• Gas-relief tablets

• Antacid

• Antidiarrheal medicine

• Antihistamine for allergies

• Bandages

• Candied ginger for motion sickness

• Mild laxative

• Non-aspirin pain reliever

• A thermometer in a hard case 

• Floss 

• Insect repellent 

toiletries

• Lip balm (choose one with SPF 15)  

• Personal-hygiene items 

• Prescriptions 

• Razors 

• Shampoo and conditioner 

• Shaving gel 

• Toothbrush 

• Toothpaste 

• Travel-sized deter-

gent 

• Makeup 

miscellAneous

• Addresses of friends

and family for post-

cards 

• Healthy snacks, such

as chewy granola

bars, dried fruit, mini

bagels, nuts, and

pretzels 

• Cash, ATM cards,

and traveller’s cheques

• Maps and directions,

if driving 

• Printouts of reserva-

tions 

• Sealable plastic bags

for stowing small liquid

containers 

• Travel journal 

• Travel pillow and

blanket 

Use these tips for your

next family outing for a re-

laxed and refreshing time

Summer travel essentials

Ayesha Khan
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03
Book

There were 380,000 Jews in Warsaw on the eve of World War II. Most did

not survive the Holocaust. The director of the Warsaw Zoo and his wife

were responsible for saving about 300. Why then write about them? Can

300 mean anything when hundreds of thousands died? Certainly any such

act of wartime courage is worth recording, but Jan and Antonina Zabinski’s

work was distinctive. The Nazis dehumanized the Jews; the Zabinskis hid

them in animal cages. The Nazis behaved like beasts; the zookeepers,

who were experienced with dangerous animals, threw them off the scent

with subterfuge and lies. The Zabinskis’ effort was not just merciful; it was

human in the deepest sense of the word.

In her poignant new book, Diane Ackerman, the noted nature writer, fo-

cuses on Antonina, the “zookeeper’s wife” of the title. But her husband,

Jan, lived the more dramatic life. He was a lieutenant in the clandestine

Polish Army and a professor in Warsaw’s secret university. He smuggled

Jews out of the Warsaw Ghetto to the zoo. But once there it was up to An-

tonina to safeguard them: to find them room and food, to keep their spirits

up, and most of all to hide them from the Nazis.

The Zookeeper’s Wife proceeds chronologically, starting before the war,

when the Warsaw Zoo was as esteemed as any in Europe. Soon the Nazis

destroyed the zoo with bombs and guns. Led by the criminal zoologist Lutz

Heck, they carted off the best animals for their own collections. Then Heck

and the SS held a shooting festival on New Year’s Eve, 1939, to finish the

job. Their brutality at the zoo foretold their brutality in the war, as Antonina

intuited in her diary, which Ackerman draws on heavily for her book. “How

many humans will die like this in the coming months?” Antonina asks her-

self, watching the Nazi shooting spree.

Soon after they captured Warsaw, the Nazis turned their attention to its

Jews, first rounding them up into the ghetto, then shipping them to exter-

mination camps. While the Nazis depopulated the ghetto, the Zabinskis

repopulated the zoo — this time with humans. The Nazis had allowed Jan

to turn the zoo into a pig farm. So Jan and his staff had reason to enter the

ghetto to pick up unused scraps to feed the animals. They brought in tref

— nonkosher food — and smuggled out people. More contacts ensued;

more pretexts to go into the ghetto; more Jews safeguarded. The Zabinskis

hid Jews in sheds, enclosures and even the lion house. Those who had

papers or Gentile looks were passed via the underground to other parts of

Poland. The rest stayed.

Antonina’s own looks helped allay suspicion. Fair and tall, she looked

“like a Valkyrie at rest,” Ackerman writes. She also had a unique gift, “a

nearly shamanistic empathy when it came to animals.” Antonina “loved to

slip out of her human skin for a while and spy on the world through each

animal’s eyes.” Ackerman’s chronicling of this “slippage of the self” forms

the freshest part of this book. For Antonina, animal and human formed a

continuum. Each of her “guests” was given an animal code name. The dis-

tinguished sculptor Magdalena Gross, for instance, was called “starling”

because Antonina “pictured her ‘flying from nest to nest’ to avoid capture.”

To cheer up her residents, Antonina stocked her “animal republic” with a

rabbit named Wicek and a chicken named Jacob and a pet badger who

uses Antonina’s son’s potty. “This house is totally crazy,” one mystified res-

ident complains. “You use animal names for people and people’s names

for animals!”

To fend off cuteness — Herriot’s Heroes — Ackerman returns often to

the carnage outside the zoo’s gates: the routine murder of children, Himm-

ler’s determination to destroy every stone in the ghetto as a birthday pres-

ent for the Führer, the firebombing of entire cities. In 1943, the Allies turned

the tide and began driving the Nazis back. The Polish Army rose up in re-

bellion as the Russian Army, fox-like, waited for the Germans and the Poles

to fight to the death. Then they moved in. The zoo reopened in 1949 —

with some of its old animals but without its old vigor, and with Stalinism

casting a new pall over the grounds. Two years later, Jan resigned as di-

rector.

At her lowest moment during the war, Antonina wonders whether the

horrible period she was enduring wasn’t “a sort of hibernation of the spirit,

when ideas, knowledge, science, enthusiasm for work, understanding and

love — all accumulate inside” where “nobody can take them from us.” Her

dream of a Warsaw spring — and a reborn zoo — would come true after

the fall of Communism, though she wouldn’t live to see it; she died in 1971.

Nature is patient, people and animals fundamentally decent, and the writer,

as she always does, outlives the killer — that is the message of The

Zookeeper’s Wife. This is an absorbing book, diminished sometimes by

the choppy way Ackerman balances Antonina’s account with the larger

story of the Warsaw Holocaust. For me, the more interesting story is An-

tonina’s. She was not, as her husband once called her, “a housewife,” but

the alpha female in a unique menagerie. I would gladly read another book,

perhaps a novel, based again on Antonina’s writings. She was special, and

as the remaining members of her generation die off, a voice like hers

should not be allowed to fade into the silence.

The Zookeeper’s Wife
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04
Film

It’s difficult to catch lightning in a bottle twice, and that’s exactly what James

Gunn tries to do in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2. Ultimately Vol. 2 isn’t  and

suffers from some pacing issues, but it still proves to be a fun time with a lot

of heart.

We pick up in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 a few months after the

events of the 2014 movie, with the Guardians’ reputation now spread across

the galaxy. They’re heroes for hire and are working a mission for the hilariously

conceited Sovereign (led by an excellent Elizabeth Debicki as Ayesha). Things

quickly go awry when Rocket steals some of the items the Guardians were

supposed to be protecting, and the team goes to the top of the Sovereign’s

to-kill list for slighting the golden, genetically-advanced race.

The Guardians trying to stay one step ahead of the Sovereign and the

team of Ravagers hired to kill them is the main thrust of the action of Vol. 2,

but the real heart of this movie is Peter Quill meeting his father at long last. It’s

established in the first scene that Kurt Russell’s Ego is the star man who im-

pregnated Peter’s mother, and it doesn’t take long for Ego to show up and in-

troduce himself to his son. The real question is whether Peter meeting his

genetic father fills the hole his absence had left in Star-Lord’s life, and whether

or not that hole had already been filled by people like Yondu, Gamora and the

rest of the Guardians.

Family is a big theme in this movie and serves as its unifying plot thread.

If the first Guardians of the Galaxy was about bringing the team together, this

one is about testing that bond. While Vol. 2 does a good job of earning their

group arc, the journey there involves splitting up the team for their own per-

sonal missions. Gamora and Drax join Peter when he goes off with Ego and

Mantis. Rocket and Groot end up paired with Yondu and Nebula. As such, the

wonderful chemistry that drove the first film is diminished a bit here.

We learn a lot more about why Nebula has such hatred for Gamora and

what went on during their childhood with Thanos, and there’s more insight

given into Drax’s relationship with his deceased family. While Peter Quill’s lin-

eage is a big focal point, there’s time spent exploring how Rocket’s creation

caused him some major trust issues, and it’s even explained where Yondu

came from. As the team grapples with the conflicts and personal demons that

threaten to tear them apart, their individual stories dominate the movie.

That would be fine if each arc was a bit better balanced. But with each

of these more isolated story threads comes with a new cast of supporting char-

acters, and it’s in trying to flesh them out that Vol. 2 starts to get unwieldy.

There’s Ayesha and the Sovereign, Taserface and his Ravagers, another new

group of Ravagers, and of course Ego and Mantis. PomKlementieff is a stand-

out as Mantis, but then so is Debicki as Ayesha, and Kurt Russell is as great

as you’d hope as Star-Lord’s father.

All these moving parts cause one to start to lose track of where the main

thread of the story is as the movie gets very dense, and it’s problematic that

major characters in the third act are absent for big chunks of the second act.

The decision to keep those specific characters out of big chunks of the movie

might have been to make certain elements of the plot be more of a surprise,

but also could have occurred simply because there was trouble balancing the

standalone storylines of a bunch of characters people already like.

The best thing Vol. 2 has going for it is the love we already have for each

team member. Coming into this movie, you’re rooting for Peter to find the re-

lationship he longs for with his dad, you’re livid when Ravagers bully Baby

Groot and you’re tickled every time a joke doesn’t go over Drax’s head. The

emotional growth Gamora and Nebula go through as sisters has real weight

because we know what came before for them. Rocket’s struggle with allowing

himself to find acceptance feels like a worthy follow-up to his tragic backstory.

Even though the team chemistry isn’t there for parts of the movie, splitting

everyone apart does allow each character’s arc room to grow and build off the

foundation of the first movie.

But Vol. 2 tries too hard to lean into what people loved and responded to

in the first film. You thought Baby Groot was adorable in the post-credits of

Guardians of the Galaxy? Here’s a dozen more over-the-top cute scenes with

him. Thought Drax’s lack of self-awareness was great? Here’s him making a

bunch of TMI toilet humor jokes. James Gunn plays into the strengths of his

characters, but goes a bit too far with some of them; overusing certain gim-

micks makes some of the moments lose their punch. Vol. 2 lacks a lot of the

effortless charisma of the first go-around because it’s trying hard to meet and

surpass lofty expectations.

That being said, Guardians brings itself together in its third act. Yes,

there’s yet another massive, almost-incomprehensible set-piece battle se-

quence that is now a staple of superhero movies (no last-minute dance-off

challenge in this one), but this is one of the most emotional conclusions to a

Marvel movie yet. Because these are characters we care about, there are real

stakes here across a wide array of heroes. And after keeping everyone apart

for a lot of the movie, their reunion and reaffirmed affection for one another

feels earned by the end. Gunn addresses common criticisms about one-note

villains and a lack of stakes in this film. He isn’t afraid to have this adventure

cost his characters. And while the main villain’s ultimate plan is universal dom-

ination (isn’t it always?), the culmination and aftermath of that story feels like

it’s something these characters could still be talking about and dealing with in

movies to come, unlike Ronan and many other throwaway MCU baddies.

It also shouldn’t be understated that Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 is as

beautiful to look at as the first movie, with its bright, almost psychedelic aes-

thetic getting some more ‘70s influences this time around. There are plenty of

new planets, though it’s unfortunate that the more interesting ones don’t get

explored much and the ones where people are stranded for a while aren’t es-

pecially interesting; Berhert is essentially a massive forest, while Ego’s planet

is stunning but feels empty. (There’s an argument to be made that that’s the

point, but more on that another day.) Similarly, Gunn  makes Awesome Mix

Vol. 2 impactful just like its predecessor, and it’s smart he  versus shifting into

more well-known pop music.

All this is to say that while Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 has a lot more

problems in terms of pacing and storytelling than the first installment, it’s still

very much a Guardians of the Galaxy movie. There’s no slavish need to tie

this into every other movie in the franchise; in fact, this is probably one of the

most standalone MCU movies in Phase 3. For all that it over-delivers on the

things you love about Guardians of the Galaxy, they’re all still in there. In any

other movie, the problems with Vol. 2 might have made for a much less satis-

fying film-going experience. But it’s hard to complain about another adventure

with characters you love, and in that way Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 fully

delivers.

The Verdict

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 is a fun go-around with characters we

love to spend time with, but the second film is far denser and has a few more

pacing and story problems than the first. Still, it’s a very good movie with one

of the most emotionally impactful endings of any Marvel Cinematic Universe

story yet. Vol. 2 does a great job developing its characters and growing them

over the course of the story, and does its best to address frequent criticisms

of MCU movies, including throwaway villains and a lack of true consequences.

Guardians of the Galaxy Vo. 2 Review

Terri Schwartz
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Your View

I APPLIED for a post of the Federal Public Service Commission (FPSC). The

post was advertised in April 2016, examinations were conducted in August,

and the result was declared in April last. Although there were posts for Khy-

ber Pakhtunkhwa, Fata and Balochistan, the results declared on their web-

site showed that mostly Punjab and Sindh seats were filled. This was despite

the fact that in most cases documents like no objection certificate were still

not submitted, while no one from the other three provinces were selected.

The reason given was that those candidates did not fulfil the exact experi-

ence required for the job. This one-year-long hiring process is wrong, espe-

cially in today’s electronic age. Most of the good candidates are hired by

other companies, while the remaining candidates have to wait unnecessarily.

Having a specific job requirement for candidates of all provinces is wrong,

since KP, Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan and Fata candidates cannot have ex-

tensive experience and specialised degrees like candidates from Punjab and

Sindh can have. The FPSC should publish the data about their working.

They should check their percentage of posts filled, while also ensuring that all

provincial seats are filled. This data will help improve the working of the

FPSC, whose mission should be to employ best candidates.

S. Khan

Peshawar

FPSC selection criterion

I think the media and the people have missed the sub-

tle twist in the Panama case. During the hearing by the

five-member bench under Article 184, the burden of

proof was put on the defendants (Sharif family) since

they accepted the ownership of the property. The de-

fendants failed to provide any evidence that the flats in

question were acquired through clean money. With the

formation of JIT, the burden of proof has been shifted

from the defendants to the JIT members, while it is

nearly impossible to produce it because of the cloak of

secrecy surrounding the offshore companies. They

need to probe and provide proof that the property was

acquired through dirty money and that dirty money is to

be traced to the prime minister, as he is a public office

holder.

What a U-turn indeed! The Sharif family lawyers have

acted smartly and clean chit to Sharif family is in-

evitable. The plaintiffs’ counsel have been outwitted.

Khawaja Arshad

Karachi

Panama case: U-turn?

IT was a Friday afternoon when everyone of us was excited about

reaching home. Without a doubt, the end of the week is a thing that

we as a whole sit tight for. Thus, we speedily got down from our uni-

versity transport and took the course to the bus stop through a lane

that passes by an area that was loaded with discount shops and

godowns. Political issues, squabbling, end-of-the-week plans and

relationship talks were noticeable all around. All of a sudden, a 45-

year-old man came running from our left and touched a young girl of

about 14 years in a very improper manner. The young girl yelled in

pain as she tumbled down out and about. However, he got away.

She was desensitised for a few moments and afterward begun to

cry. While a few of us quickly ran towards the young lady, I observed

that a few people around her remained there as rocks. The tea-stall

owner in the vicinity proceeded with his tasks. Later, the tea stall

owner chose to speak and told us that the young girl lived close by

and had come to get some tea and snacks at the tea stall, and while

she was asked to wait, the incident happened. The dread of getting

attacked or being touched coercively by a stranger will haunt her for

long. I wish somebody had made an endeavour to catch that man.

That would have helped the girl gain confidence in society.

Numaira Ali

Karachi

Sexual harassment

ONE evil which is not talked about much is of women being forced

to marry the Holy Quran. The term, traditionally known as Haq Bak-

shish, literally means giving up the right to marry. This tradition is as

inhumane as anything else in the world, where women are forced

off their right to marry and live in isolation. To think of it, these

women since childhood are treated as born slaves who will do

whatever the patriarchal mindset of their family says. The only thing

they could ever look forward to, ie right to marriage, is taken away

from them as well. The reason — the family keeps the property in-

stead of giving it away to girls upon their marriage. As a press report

said some years ago Zubaida Ali witnessed a bizarre ceremony in

her ancestral village in Sindh where her cousin, Fareeba, was mar-

ried to the Holy Book. It was extremely odd and, of course, very

tragic. Fareeba, who is a very pretty girl and was then around 25

years old, was dressed as a typical bride, with red, sequined

clothes, jewellery and mehndi patterns on her hands and feet but

over all this, she was draped in an enveloping dark chaadar. There

were music and lots of guests but no groom. Although Islam allows

women to marry whoever they want, it seems that the hidden evil in

Pakistan will claim a few more brides before it is addressed publicly.

Hira Farooq

Karachi

Evil practice






