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Corruption

Pakistan’s cleanest
government?
Muhammad Ali

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has claimed his government is corruptionfree and has not been tainted by even a single financial scandal. The claim
is also repeated daily by his brother and Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif. However, the public perception and ground realities about corruption beg to differ.
The government has silenced the media to a large extent through an
advertisement campaign of billions of rupees. From the payment of
Rs480b circular debt few months after coming to power to the Nandipur,
Neelum-Jhelum power projects, Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park in Bahawalpur,
Metro train and buses, laptop scheme and almost Rs1b expenditure from
the national exchequer on the Raiwind Palace are glaring examples of corruption. The record of the Lahore and Multan metro bus projects was burnt
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even before they were launched to avoid audit.
According to a recent report of the US State Department, Pakistan
loses more than $10b a year to trade-based money laundering. According
to the Swiss National Bank, Pakistanis have stashed more money in Swiss
banks and bought properties worth billions of rupees abroad in recent
years even after the onset of the Panama Leaks. According to another report, Pakistani politicians and bureaucrats have purchased properties
worth Rs700 billion in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the last few years.
Transparency International’s Global Corruption Barometer survey for Asia
Pacific countries for 2016, shows that around 70pc of Pakistanis who came
into contact with either the police or the courts had to pay a bribe. Over $9
billion are illegally remitted outside Pakistan, according to the State Bank
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of Pakistan (SBP). Finance Minister Ishaq Dar says tax evaders have
stashed up to $200bn in Switzerland.
The 969 megawatt Neelum-Jhelum hydropower project was launched
in haste that caused immense losses, including loss of human lives. Initially
estimated in 1989, to cost Rs15.2 billion, the project cost ballooned to
Rs414 billion in 2015, according to Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) documents submitted to the Planning Commission. Almost Rs990 billion graft was suspected in the project. The project
management had deployed expensive tunnel-boring machines, which
were bought at an exorbitant cost of Rs19.5 billion, on the claim that the
project would start generation by November 2016.
The Nandipur power project is another model of incompetence, corruption and mismanagement. The PML-N government criticized the PPP
for corruption in the project but made the most of it after coming to power.
The government tried to knit a web of deceit and lies to hoodwink the nation about its operational and financial viability. The project, which was to
cost Rs22-23b, reached a whooping Rs65b billion in three years of the
PML-N government.
The Orange Line Metro Train, which Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif calls a great gift of China, is another project rife with corruption.
Many contractors have been arrested for corruption in the project. The
biggest flaw in the project is that its details were kept secret from the public
by the ruling party. However, calling it a gift of China is a cruel joke on the
people. It is loan, at about 3pc mark-up, which is very costly, considering
recession in the world and loans offered by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WB) at much lower rates. In 2006, interest
rate on the original loan for an underground train project, negotiated with
the WB, was 0.3pc. But the PML-N government scrapped the underground
project, planned by the then Punjab Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi, and took
a new loan at a hefty interest rate. Then, Rs16 billion subsidy on the
Rs200b project every year will overburden the national exchequer further.
The Punjab government is already providing Rs1.8b billion annual subsidy on the Lahore metro bus service. Launched at a cost of Rs30 billion
(critics say it cost Rs70b) on a 27-kilometre-long route, the bus service is
causing a daily loss of approximately Rs5 million to the government while
the Turkish company operating the buses has almost recovered its cost
within a year, according to figures by the Metro Bus Authority. It has caused
almost Rs2 billion loss to the government since its inauguration in February
2013, in terms of subsidy, which the government has paid to the Turkish
company. A passenger pays Rs20 for one-way travel while the government
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has to pay a subsidy of Rs40.
Besides, the government is providing Rs2b subsidy annually on the Islamabad metro bus. According to the subsidy sharing formula, — calculated on the basis of ridership and length of track by the Punjab Metro Bus
Authority (PMBA) — the Centre pays Rs1.2 billion and the Punjab Rs0.8
billion annually to keep the bus service running. Of the total length of the
metro corridor, 8.5km falls in Rawalpindi and 13.9km in Islamabad. It cost
the nation Rs44.2 billion. The total annual subsidy on the three metro projects is about Rs20b.
The Punjab government has spent almost Rs1b for the security of the
Sharif family’s private residence at Jati Umra. The allocation of a hefty
amount for personal safety from taxpayers’ money is unprecedented even
in Pakistan’s history. Taxpayers’ money was used to build a wall around
the private residence of the prime minister. Over 2,751 police officials have
been deployed for the security of the family. They perform duties as chief
coordinator of security, chief minister’s squad in Islamabad; Rawalpindi;
CM’s Office GOR-1; Banquet Hall, 90 Shahrah-e-Quaid-e-Azam, Lahore;
CM’s residence, 96-H, Model Town, Lahore; CM’s residence, DHA, Lahore; PM’s residence, Jati Umra, Raiwind, Lahore; a squad for CM’s son
Hamza Shahbaz; a squad for Mrs. Nusrat Shahbaz, wife of the CM; a
squad for Salman Shahbaz, son of the CM and his family; a squad for Mian
Imran Ali Yousaf, son-in-law of the CM, a squad for Begum Tehmina Shahbaz, wife of the CM, 51-A, Judicial Colony, Lahore; and Punjab House,
CM Secretariat GOR-1; 108-H, Model Town and Jati Umrah. According to
media reports, security for the Sharif family costs taxpayers over Rs20m
a month. This is too much for a country, where over 60pc of the population
lives below the poverty line. The huge spending on the Raiwind Palace
from the public exchequer is the worst form of corruption. It could have led
to the ouster of any prime minister in the world. It would have been intolerable even if a PPP prime minister or chief minister had done it.
The Senate recently found “criminal negligence” and “blatant irregularities” in the payment of Rs480b circular debt, the first task the PML-N government performed after coming to power in 2013. The Senate has
decided to refer the case to investigation agencies for a detailed probe.
Over Rs60.7 billion was paid to some favourite Independent Power Producers (IPPs), which had not even run their plants.
Every project of the government is tainted with huge corruption. However, it has attained special skills to hush it up through its experience of
decades. The Panama case shows its past skills, when it built motorways.
New cases of corruption will emerge after its ouster from power
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Poverty

Pakistan’s growing
malnutrition crises
Nasim Ahmed

According to a new UN report, the world is facing a serious nutrition
deficit crisis. An estimated 800 million people around the world go to bed
hungry every night, and more than two billion are deficient in crucial vitamins and minerals. In 2015, 156 million children under the age of five years
were stunted (too short for their age which is a sign of chronic malnutrition)
and 50 million were wasted (much too thin for their height — a sign of
acute malnutrition).
Nutritional stunting means short height for an age or a reduced growth
rate in human development. Stunting basically results from malnutrition.
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Stunted children cannot be expected to grow up as productive adults compared with those who are fed adequate food in the first five years of life.
Malnutrition is a widespread problem in Pakistan and affects a large section of the population. At a recent conference organized by the Planning
Commission, Country Director World Food Programme said that two out
of every five (44 per cent) children under the age of five are stunted, 32
per cent are underweight and 15 per cent children are suffering from acute
malnutrition in Pakistan.
Childhood stunting and wasting remains a serious problem as more
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than 160 million children worldwide under five are too short for their age
or stunted, while more than 50 million do not weigh enough for their height
or are wasted. The report underscores the need for implementing critical
nutrition actions urgently in countries with the greatest need, and especially
in Pakistan where we face the double burden of persisting maternal and
childhood under-nutrition and growing obesity.
Realising the gravity of the crisis, governments, development agencies,
implementing partners and research institutions have joined hands to address the underlying causes of malnutrition. They are mobilising mass
media to generate awareness in the community and developing coherent
nutrition-related policies and plans. Within the framework of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, world leaders at the United Nations
General Assembly recently proclaimed the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition from 2016 to 2025, which marks a new vision and direction in global
action to address nutrition challenges. The Decade represents a unique,
collective opportunity for achieving better nutrition for all people through
access to affordable, sustainable and healthy diets.
Needless to say, Pakistan faces a severe nutrition crisis. The Global
Nutrition Report 2015 said that only a small minority of children are growing
healthily in Pakistan, which is estimated to have more than half the children
under the age of five as stunted or wasted. The report claims that many
countries, including Pakistan, Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of
Con¬go, Ethiopia and Nigeria, had only a minority of children who were
growing healthily. It also presents a dismal picture of the global nutrition
status and says that no country is on track to achieve the global nutrition
targets set by the World Health Assembly.
Pakistan’s 2011 National Nutrition Survey (NNS) showed high levels of
stunting (43.7%) and wasting (10.5%) in children under five years of age.
Half of women of reproductive age are anaemic and the population suffers
from a significant lack of vitamins and minerals. The developmental, social
and health impacts of this burden are serious and often long lasting. During
his recent visit to Pakistan, the World Bank president said that Pakistan
should address the high prevalence of stunting among its children on a
priority basis. According to WB data, Pakistan has one of the highest
prevalence of stunting in the world: as many as 45% of its kids under the
age of five face stunted growth. He pointed out that if the problem of stunting is not tackled immediately, almost half of the workforce may not be
able to participate in the digital economy in about 15 years.
According to the annual report of the National Economic Council, which

June 1-15, 2017

was some time back placed before the National Assembly, one out of three
Pakistanis “does not have regular and assured access to sufficient nutritious food”. The report suggested that the “poor performance of the agriculture sector in recent years” is responsible for this situation, and that the
remedy lies in making agriculture growth more “pro-poor”, that is by diversifying the base of incomes and creating more linkages between the farm
and non-farm sectors.
A recent World Bank report has warned that malnutrition costs nations
up to 3.0 percent of the annual GDP and malnourished children lose 10
percent of their lifetime earning potential, while stressing that malnutrition
in Pakistan is the severest in the region. The statistics gathered from various United Nations and donor sources indicate that Pakistan ranks below
China, India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka on prevalence of stunting, micronutrient uptake, adolescent and adult nutrition status and various other
indicators directly related to nutrition.
According to United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)/ World Health
Organization (WHO) data, prevalence of stunting below the age of five in
India was 62 percent in 1990, but it has now declined to 48 percent, in
China it has declined from 22 percent to 9.0 percent, while in Pakistan it
has increased from 43 percent in 1992 to 45 percent 2012. In Bangladesh,
prevalence of stunting below the age of five was 51 percent in 2004 and
has now declined to 41 percent. Sri Lanka has even a better record where
stunting has declined from 28 percent in 1995 to 15 percent now.
Successive governments in Pakistan have miserably failed to address the issue of malnutrition and stunting. Malnutrition increases Pakistan’s healthcare costs, reduces productivity and slows economic
growth. It perpetuates the cycle of disease and poverty in the country.
The malnutrition crisis is a long standing one but successive governments have paid little heed to it. Experts say that Pakistan can add 2-3
per cent to its GDP by tackling the issue of malnutrition. The paradox is
that despite Pakistan being one of the major food producing countries
in the world, 50% of its population is food insecure. Pakistan is the 8th
largest food producing country, the 6th largest producer of apricot, 5th
largest producer of milk and grows about 25 million metric tonnes of
wheat. Yet, food insecurity is on the rise, and a growing majority of its
children are malnourished and underweight due to lack of access to adequate food. It is time the authorities concerned prioritized the issue or
malnutrition and food insecurity and allocated sufficient budget to tackle
it on a long term basis.
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Treason

Celebrating
humiliations
Muhammad Hassan

The Dawnleaks issue has been resolved but it has left many questions
unanswered. The government, on its part, claims to have established civilian authority and forced the establishment to back off. The powers-thatbe adopted a soft approach to support democracy in the country. However,
both sides have been bruised in the process.
According to experts, the findings of the commission to probe the leaks
will be leaked soon. The government is celebrating the “victory” because
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s daughter has been given a clean chit in the
probe after she was accused by the opposition of being the main character
behind the issue. However, the image of the country and the army has
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been maligned by the leak, which was its main objective. Whether the leak
was fake or planted, it has advanced the narrative of India against Pakistan. All government ministers are rejoicing at the “vindication” of Maryam
Nawaz, but nobody is willing to vindicate Pakistan and its armed forces,
which were targeted in the leak.
When the military said it had resolved the dispute with the government
and withdrew a tweet in which it rejected the inquiry commission's report,
it provided an opportunity to the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and social
media to criticize the “retreat.” Social media called it a “secret deal” between two old partners. Some questioned whether the army could have
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A “leaked” story in the Dawn
newspaper about Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif “confronting” the army for allegedly
supporting Jihadi groups remained a hot topic of discussion
for months, even in the army.

adopted the same approach if the incident had occurred in a government,
other than the PML-N’s.
Addressing a press conference, PPP Punjab President Qamar Zaman
Qaira alleged both sides had made a secret deal on the issue as a sudden
“consensus” was reached after initial disagreement. PPP leader Nabeel
Gabol claimed an audio clip was played before the commission in which
Maryam Nawaz was heard asking the newspaper editor for the publication
of the news. “She told the editor that Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif wanted
its publication. However, the editor said he would have to seek the permission of the owner,” he told a TV channel.
A “leaked” story in the Dawn newspaper about Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif “confronting” the army for allegedly supporting Jihadi
groups remained a hot topic of discussion for months, even in the army.
Despite several explanations, it emerged that the fake report was fed by
the government to gain sympathies of the world powers to wriggle out of
the Model Town tragedy and Panama Leaks.
The government issued several rebuttals, but its main emphasis was
that the story was true. However, it was a fact that the writer and the newspaper were carefully selected to make a maximum international impact to
malign the army at a time when it was fighting a decisive war on terrorism

June 1-15, 2017

in the country. It also aimed to corroborate Indian allegations that Pakistan
was backing and raising Jihadists to fight a proxy war against it, at a time
when it perpetrated unprecedented atrocities in Occupied Kashmir.
It is a classic example how Pakistani politicians can sacrifice national
interests for their personal gains. According to sources, the English language newspaper was chosen carefully after long deliberation. First, a
media group, which is known for its staunch opposition to the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and blind support to the government, was contacted
by the PM’s House for the publication of the fabricated news. However, its
owner refused on the grounds that his group was still reeling from confrontation with the army after an attack on its anchor few years ago and
he could not afford to offend the army anymore. He also told people, who
were interested in publishing the story, that his group had already lost credibility after unreasonably siding with the PML-N government and suggested
the name of the other newspaper, which was the best for the purpose as
it was more credible and its report would be highlighted by Indian and international media.
The purpose was served as the report was highlighted by the Indian
and world media. Citing the news item, the Telegraph said Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had accused his military chiefs of leading the
country into diplomatic isolation by failing to act against terror groups. “He
blamed military intelligence for hampering efforts to tackle Pakistan-based
terror groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-i-Mohmmad, which have
masterminded terror attacks in India, and the Haqqani network, which operates in Afghanistan. Nawaz Sharif also indicated he may reopen a longstalled investigation into the Mumbai 2008 terror attack, which was carried
out by Lashkar-e-Taiba,” it reported.
The next day after the leak, the same newspaper carried another story
on its front page to advance the government agenda to malign the army.
It quoted a ruling party legislator as saying; “Which eggs is Jammat-udDawa (JuD) Chief Hafiz Saeed laying for us that we are nurturing him?"
During a meeting of the National Assembly Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, PML-N lawmaker Rana Muhammad Afzal said, “The efficacy
of our foreign policy speaks for itself when we couldn’t curtail Hafiz Saeed.
India has built such a case against us about the JuD chief that during the
meeting on Kashmir, foreign delegates mention him as the bone of contention between Pakistan and India,” he maintained. He recalled a trip to
France, where he had been tasked with explaining the worsening situation
in Kashmir, and said that the name of Hafiz Saeed was brought up time
and again by foreign delegates. In a way, he was backing the Indian and
US allegations that the Pakistan army was protecting militants to advance
its agenda in India and Afghanistan.
The government took at least seven months to complete the investigations. It was also not willing to act upon the recommendations of the commission. Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs Tariq Fatemi
and Former Principal Infomation Officer (PIO) Rao Tehseen were sacked.
Earlier, Information Minister Pervez Rashid was forced to resign. They
were accused of not being able to stop the fake news. The question is;
how could they stop it? If they had not given the points to the newspaper,
who was the actual mastermind? If it was not a security breach, why were
the three officials punished?
It appears the establishment has accepted the three “sacrifices” for the
sake of democracy as an Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) statement
said the Pakistani army "reiterates its firm commitment and continued resolve to uphold the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
support the democratic process." It avoided confrontation with the government, which was bent upon seeking “political martyrdom.” People, who
were expecting martial law, were disappointed but the establishment, despite being all powerful, chose to side with democracy for the greater national interest.
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Development

The new
Silk Road
Nasim Ahmed

The One Belt One Road (OBOR) summit held last week in Beijing was
a mega event. Leaders from 29 countries, including Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte and Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni, as well as the
heads of the United Nations, International Monetary Fund and World Bank,
attended the OBOR forum. Pakistan’s delegation was one of the biggest,
consisting of 11 senior leaders including the prime minister and chief ministers of all four provinces, and five members of the cabinet. The OBOR
summit was an important event for Pakistan, whose participation was crucial by virtue of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
The huge One Belt One Road project, unveiled in 2013 and champi-
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oned by Chinese President Xi Jinping is an ambitious one, and the May
14-15 summit was designed to overcome doubts and questions about it.
Addressing the summit, President Xi Jinping urged major multilateral institutions to join his new Belt and Road Initiative, stressing the importance
of rejecting protectionism in seeking global economic growth. He said it
was necessary to coordinate policies with the development goals of institutions, including the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), ASEAN,
African Union and the European Union. President Xi also pledged $124
billion for his new Silk Road which aims to bolster China’s global leadership
ambitions by expanding links between Asia, Africa, Europe and beyond.
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The Chinese president emphasised the need to improve policy coordination and reject beggar-thy-neighbour practices. He rightly said that we need
to seek win-win results through greater openness and cooperation, avoid
fragmentation, refrain from setting inhibitive thresholds for cooperation or
pursuing exclusive arrangements and reject protectionism.
One Belt One Road is a developmental and an infrastructure-building
project which is truly a game changer. No wonder, it has frightened the US,
leader of the current global economic and political order. Washington interprets OBOR as an attempt by China to redraw the global order. The
most puzzling in this regard has been the reaction of India which boycotted
the Beijing conclave. Even the US and Japan sent delegations to the summit in Beijing but Delhi stayed away. Some time back India unfurled its own
Act East, Neighbourhood First and Go West policies and claimed that connectivity is at the heart of its foreign policy. But, contradicting itself, Delhi
opted out of OBOR on the pretext of debt traps and financial responsibility.
New Delhi has also objected to CPEC on the ground that the GilgitBaltistan region is integral to the Kashmir issue. CPEC is only a part of
OBOR, which has already drawn in virtually all of India’s neighbours. It is
relevant to point out here that the growth of relations between China and
India itself has proved that trade and economic cooperation can reduce
political tensions and create enough incentives for long-term disputes to
not turn into open conflict. But as some analysts have rightly pointed out,
India sees itself as a global power to rival China and is loath to join any
venture initiated by the latter.
Pakistan took a leading part in the OBOR deliberations. Speaking at
the summit, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) had no geographical boundaries and, therefore, it
must not be politicised. He said that in implementing this corridor, “we are
not striving to merely leverage geography for economic prosperity; we are
also trying to build a peaceful, connected and caring neighbourhood”. He
pointed out that peace and development go hand in hand and nothing
could pave the path for peace and security more than economic development achieved through regional collaboration. He informed the gathering
that Pak-China joint infrastructure, energy and industrial projects were
moving as planned. Many of these will be completed by, or even before,
their timelines.
According to him, unprecedented economic, social and cultural benefits
will accrue from CPEC – not just for the people of Pakistan, but also for
the people of the entire region. CPEC makes Pakistan both a conduit and
destination for cross-regional investment and trade. CPEC is producing
new entrepreneurs, creating new jobs and businesses and attracting international investment. It will build critical pathways in the years to come
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New Delhi has also objected to
CPEC on the ground that the
Gilgit-Baltistan region is integral
to the Kashmir issue. CPEC is
only a part of OBOR, which has
already drawn in virtually all of
India’s neighbours. It is relevant
to point out here that the
growth of relations between
China and India itself has proved
that trade and economic cooperation can reduce political tensions and create enough
incentives for long-term disputes
to not turn into open conflict.
for economic and financial cooperation, business-to-business collaboration, and people-to-people contacts. A prime need in this connection is to
set up a monitoring mechanism to ensure expeditious completion of the
projects in the pipeline.
One Belt-One Road is an inter-continental mega-project that integrates
infrastructure, energy, trade, telecommunications, investment and industrial development. OBOR embraces three continents Asia, Africa and Europe. It covers half of the world population, half of its resources, and 65
countries. According to experts, it would help in eradicating poverty and
achieving Sustainable Development, leaving no one behind. OBOR is seen
as the dawn of a truly new era of synergetic intercontinental cooperation.
If OBOR succeeds in achieving its objectives, it would generate an endless
cycle of mutually beneficial trade and economic benefits for billions living
in the three continents.
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Strategy

Divide et impera
Muhammad Zain

In May, the government completes its fourth parliamentary year. With the
Panama leaks still threatening to cut its term short yet again, the four years
have been a tough journey for it as it faced one crisis after the other,
though most of them were self-induced.
The ruling party has been in power twice in the past with a heavy mandate but was sent packing by the military establishment. It is already a
great achievement for Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who has completed
four years in office. In his earlier stints, he even failed to complete three
years. His first test came in the shape of sit-ins in Islamabad in 2014. The
protests could have been avoided, but the government delayed acceeding
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to the demands of Imran Khan and Tahirul Qadri, which led to agitation in
the country. Imran had been demanding a probe into alleged rigging in the
election. Qadri was forced to take to the streets after the Punjab police
had killed 14 of his activists, allegedly at the behest of the government.
The government claims to have improved the economy but ground realities are different. Over 35pc people of the country live below the poverty
line. Pakistan’s net public debt has crossed the Rs18.28 trillion mark, rising
about 35pc during the tenure of the ruling party. The volume of net public
debt as on September 30, 2016, was Rs18,277.6 billion. Total public debt
stood at Rs13.48tr at the end of fiscal year 2012-13 — almost three years
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ago. The major contribution to the increase in net public debt came from
an almost 40pc rise in domestic debt, which rose from Rs8.686tr at the
end of 2013 to Rs12.14tr at the end of the first quarter of the current fiscal
year (FY 2016-17). In the same period, foreign debt posted an increase of
28pc and went from Rs4.796tr in 2013 to Rs6.14tr on September 30, 2016.
Every Pakistani now owes about Rs130,00. The figure was Rs90,772 in
2013. It was Rs80,894 in 2012 and only Rs37,170 in early 2008.
Pakistan still faces a power shortfall of over 6,000 megawatts. According to a new schedule, urban areas face eight to 10 hours of power cuts
while rural areas suffer 12 to 14 hours of loadshedding. Almost the same
situation existed in 2013, when the government had come to power. Unannounced and unscheduled loadshedding in the country has increased as
most of the country sizzles in the scorching heat.
The countrywide demand of electricity is 17,000MW whereas the production capacity is 10,000MW. According to the National Power Control
Centre, the hydro power production has minimised to 2,000MW. The government power houses are producing only 4,000MW while 3,500MW is
being attained from private power houses and 500MW from solar and other
sources. The predicted shortfall during June-July is 8,000MW with the demand persisting at 22,000MW.
The circular debt has also soared to Rs600b after Rs480b was paid to
the Independent Power Producers (IPPs) in December 2013. It exposes
the performance of the government in its topmost priority sector. It has only
taken cosmetic measures to address the energy crisis. In a shocking development, the Punjab government has decided to sell off the Quaid-iAzam solar power plant in Bahawalpur, which it had inaugurated amid
great pomp and show. According to sources, the asking price for the project has been set at Rs6-7 billion while it cost over Rs16.6 billion. Spread
over 10,000 acres, the 1,000MW plant was completed in May 2015, and
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif inaugurated it.
People have already started feeling the heat of the budget and Ramazan as prices of flour, pulses, fruit and vegetables have skyrocketed in
the country. Fuel prices have remained the same but rates of food items
have increased.
The government had promised job opportunities and houses to people
but they still await them. Nawaz Sharif announced a highly publicised
Rs100 billion bank loan scheme for the youth, but it failed to click because
of serious flaws.
After the government’s indecisiveness on terrorism, the military had to
launch operations in the Tribal Area and Karachi. The militancy has decreased in the country but the government cannot claim credit for it.
The number of out-of-school children in Pakistan is 22.6 million and
44pc children between the age of five and 16 are still out of school. Ac-
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cording to the Pakistan Education Statistic 2015-16, launched by the National Education Management Information System (NEMIS) – a subsidiary
of the Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training, 21pc primary schools in the country are being run by a single teacher while 14pc
have one room. The report says only 30pc children remain enrolled from
class one till 10. Balochistan is home to the highest proportion of out-ofschool children, followed by FATA. Over 40pc public sector primary schools
are operating without electricity, 28pc did not have toilets, 25pc are without
boundary walls and 29pc have no access to drinking water. Some 7pc
schools do not have any building and 43pc have unsatisfactory buildings.
Over 70pc children in Balochistan and 58pc in FATA do not go to school.
In fact, the overall literacy rate in Pakistan has declined by two per cent
over the past two years, according to the Pakistan Economic Survey, 20142015. Female literacy in Khyber Paktunkhwa (KP) and Balochistan stands
at only 36 pc and 25 pc, respectively, compared to male literacy levels of
72 pc and 50 per cent. Sindh and the Punjab have slightly better percentages at 43 pc and 52 pc for female literacy respectively, but male literacy
levels are higher at 71 pc and 57 pc.
The PML-N government has taken steps which are highly visible, like
metro bus projects, laptops, Danish schools and loan schemes. It has
largely ignored education and health. Its priorities should have been health,
education and inexpensive and speedy justice, not roads and bridges.
People wanted relief from politicians when the PPP came to power in 2008.
They still lack basic amenities after another elected government is about
to complete its tenure.
A $46 billion China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project is top
of the list of government achievements, but it can’t claim the credit exclusively. Negotiations for the project had begun in 2008, and China has its
own interests, though it will immensely benefit Pakistan. Some say its benefits are overhyped and the common man’s lot will remain the same.
The government has failed to improve governance, provide speedy justice, depoliticise the police and civil bureaucracy, set up an effective accountability system, overhaul the tax net and empower parliament.
After the onset of the Panama leaks, the prime minister should have
changed his concept of development. He should have announced reforms
in the police in his home province and focused on health and education
facilities for people. Instead, he announced a number of highways and airports in different areas of the country. Had he been sincere about development of the country, he would have announced an education
emergency, approved maximum funds for health, overhauled the police
and bureaucracy and introduced stringent laws against corruption. The
people deserve more than roads and bridges from a democratic government.
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Provinces

Deferring FATA
merger with KP
Raza Khan

Eventually sanity has started prevailing in the power corridors and the
much-hyped and demanded merger of the Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province has been deferred by the federal government. The latter introduced the Constitution
(Thirtieth) Amendment Bill in the National Assembly, but later deferred voting on the bill in the lower house of parliament. The introduction and postponement seems to be part of the strategy of the government of the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N). However, this is a correct strategy and the government must be given credit of devising it.
Under the Constitution (Thirtieth) Amendment Bill more seats in the
provincial assembly of KP province would be created so as to give representation to FATA in the legislature. Thus, the process of merging of FATA
with KP could be initiated. The bill was put on hold after stringent opposition from two coalition partners of the PML-N, that is the Jamiat-e-Ulema-
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e-Islam (JUI-F) and the Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party (PkMAP). But it
seems that government of the PML-N is also not in favour of the merger
of FATA with KP. Albeit pressured so by parliamentarians from FATA, main
opposition parties, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and others it has been hard pressed to announce the merger
in the light of the recommendation of the FATA Reforms Commission, constituted by Prime Minster Nawaz Sharif. The main argument behind the
demand for the merger of FATA with KP has been that it would result in
the mainstreaming of FATA. Even the introduction of the Thirtieth Amendment Bill, of which many political groups have been supportive, cannot
make any difference. Because mainstreaming of such a big region like
FATA with KP would not be possible just by giving 23 seats in the KP
provincial assembly to FATA. 23 would-be members could not mainstream
FATA, a region of nearly 8-10 million people. This would result in more
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conflicts and unrest among the inhabitants of FATA instead of creating conditions and a framework for addressing their needs and fulfilling their aspirations.
Simultaneously, the PML-N government also introduced the Rewaj Act
2017 which provides for the extension of the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court of Pakistan and also that of the Peshawar High Court to FATA. Hitherto there has been no extension of FATA into the mainstream political and
judicial system of Pakistan.
Fazlur Rahman’s (head of the JUI-F,) opposition to the merger of FATA
with KP is politically motivated and is well known. However, now Fazl, like
PkMAP Chairman Mahmud Khan Achakzai has also started citing wrong
historical reasons for opposing the FATA merger with KP. According to the
new stance of the JUI-F head, expressed soon after the introduction of the
Thirtieth Amendment Bill in the NA, the unification of KP and FATA would
be opposed by the neighbouring state of Afghanistan. Because, according
to Fazl’s statement, as per the treaty between British India, and
Afghanistan, the 1893 Durand Agreement, the Durand Line was recognized as the border between the two countries and FATA, which straddles
the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, was made the “no man’s land”. But this
is factually wrong, because under the Durand Agreement, Afghanistan
legally recognized the Durand Line as the border between the two states.
Therefore, there can be no objection, as warned by Fazl, from Afghanistan
over the merger of FATA with KP. Going by that argument, FATA could not
be mainstreamed, as whenever there would be an effort to merge it with
KP, pro-Afghanistan parties, like the JUI-F and the PkMAP would raise a
hue and cry.
In order to proceed in the best possible interest of FATA, which is incontrovertibly a part of Pakistan, FATA should constitute a new province.
Although the government of the PML-N has deferred the process of
merging FATA with KP, hopefully sanity would prevail and the debate would
end for good.
The decision to merge FATA with KP taken by the federal government
was vague and was not comprehensive, as it provided only for the merger
over the next five years. In fact, the merger over five years was originally
recommended by the Advisor to PM Nawaz Sharif,the Sartaj Aziz-led FATA
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Reforms Committee. However, the PTI, ANP, PPP, Jamaat-e-Islami (JI)
and certain other political groups were demanding immediate merger. The
JUI-F and PkMAP, two key coalition partners of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), have been vehemently against the merger.
Previously, the JUI-F very rationally had been suggesting that the
merger of FATA with the province should be subject to a referendum in
FATA. We would go a step further and would suggest that the merger must
be linked to referendums in both FATA and KP. The above-mentioned
stance of JUI-F that the merger of FATA with KP would result in objections
from Afghanistan is incomprehensible. Clearly, the aim is to prevent the
merger.
The vague decision by the PML-N government to merge FATA with the
KP province was merely aimed at shifting responsibility from the present
government’s shoulders regarding the status of FATA, and let the next political dispensation implement it. As the decision was vague and taken
under pressure, predictably, it could not be implemented. Keeping this in
view we had forecast in these lines, last March. We wrote: However, the
present decision to merge FATA is seemingly not going to be implemented.
In other words execution of the policy decision regarding the merger would
be very difficult to implement. There are different reasons for that. For instance, implementing the proposed reforms amendments in various articles and clauses of the 1973 state constitution would be required. This
would require political consensus between the major political groups having representation in the parliament. As the PML-N and the PTI, two of the
main parties having representation in the parliament, although having an
isolated agreement on the merger, would be very difficult to be brought together. In case most of the parties are able to arrive at the draft constitutional amendments to make FATA part of the province, it would require
considerable time. If things would be rushed this would be akin to sowing
the seeds of future conflict.
Thus, it is good that the government has taken a timely decision to stall
the process of merging FATA with KP. Even in future, if a decision would
be taken to merge, this would have the same result—conflict and confusion. So the only way to mainstream FATA is to declare it a separate
province with its own self-governing institutions and apparatus.
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Profile

The awkward body
language of
Donald Trump
Frank Bruni

Our golden-haired leader is no silver-tongued devil, but that’s O.K.
What he lacks in verbal zingers he makes up for with physical ones.
Body language — both his and that of the pitiable people around him
— is telling the story of Donald Trump’s foreign adventure better than anything else. When I say “pitiable,” I’m thinking about the pope, of course,
and the first lady, naturally, but especially Dusko Markovic, the prime minister of Montenegro, who was the visibly stunned victim of the shove heard
round the world. Please tell me you saw it. Markovic, Trump and other
heads of state were arranging themselves for a photograph. And Markovic
had the misfortune to be standing between Trump and the front of the
pack, a lesser beauty in the bossy prom queen’s path.
But not for long! Trump batted him out of the way, perhaps mistaking
him for a political reporter or picturing James Comey. Then, triumphal,
Trump straightened his suit jacket, stiffened his posture and raised his
fleshy chin. He was ready for his close-up. With Trump, struts, scowls and
pouts reveal every bit as much as what tumbles from his lips, which is a
lot less trustworthy. His words can be counterfeit. His gestures are genuine. So it only makes sense that we lean on them for the narrative of his
post-truth presidency, whose latest, foreign chapter brimmed with more
awkward physicality than a toddlers’ gymnastics class.
The shove heard round the world was preceded by the curtsy heard
round the world, when Trump did precisely what he maligned President
Obama for — well, one of the countless things he maligned President
Obama for — and approached Saudi Arabia’s monarch, King Salman, in
a pose of deference. Hypocrisy, thy name is Trump, and thy knees are
bent and thy head is bowed. Thy sense of rhythm doesn’t exist. Did you
see him during that Saudi dance, not so much rattling his saber as dangling it while he wobbled, like a Weeble, from side to side? I imagined the
following dialogue balloon above his head: “When I told the king I was a
swordsman, this wasn’t what I meant.”
And the dialogue balloon above Pope Francis’s head when he posed
with Trump in Vatican City later in the week would have said: “Forgive me,
Father, for I cannot fake delight.” I’ve been told by Vatican insiders that the
pope never forgets that he’s on camera and that the precise angle of his
eyes and curl of his lips are being captured. He stared straight ahead, his
mien as joyless as a gulag.
George Bernard Shaw wrote a play titled Arms and the Man. Someday
somebody will write a Trump biography titled Hands and the Man. From
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Spy magazine’s long-ago caricature of Trump as a “short-fingered vulgarian” to that unforgettable moment during a Republican presidential debate
when he displayed his digits to try to prove the opposite — Look, Ma, big
hands! — his paws have been at center stage.
That remained true on the trip. In Israel, there was the swat heard round
the world, when, walking alongside Bibi Netanyahu across a red carpet,
he noticed that Netanyahu was holding his wife’s hand and so reached
back for Melania’s. To say that she withheld it would be an understatement.
To say that Twitter and comedians had a field day would be even more of
one.
After another, subsequent incident in Rome when Melania seemed to
decline the heady opportunity to hold her husband’s hand, Seth Meyers,
the host of “Late Night,” joked: “Former C.I.A. Director John Brennan tes-
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tified today that there was contact between President Trump’s campaign
and Russian officials. However, still no contact between Donald and Melania.”
There’s so much she could still be smarting over, including the inauguration back in January, when her husband bounded out of the car and up
the steps before her, rushing to greet the Obamas and leaving her in his
wake.
Courtesy: absent. Chivalry: dead. Her revenge came soon after, on the
inaugural stage. She let a smile at her husband drop from her face so
quickly and emphatically that it was like an announcement to the world
that she’d been wearing a mask.
But back to our president’s paws, which aren’t just at center stage but
also at the center of so much controversy. When Chancellor Angela Merkel
of Germany visited him in Washington in mid-March, there was debate
over whether he denied her a handshake that she’d suggested or simply
didn’t hear her request.
The tension in their postures prompted observations about how much
more relaxed she and Obama always seemed, but there was another point
of comparison — a weirder one — if President George W. Bush came into
the picture. At a G8 summit meeting in St. Petersburg in 2006, he walked
up behind Merkel, who was seated, and massaged her shoulders. This
visibly surprised her. It didn’t seem to amuse her much, either.
Amusement wasn’t a word that popped to mind when you saw pictures
and read accounts of Trump’s encounters with Emmanuel Macron, the
newly elected president of France, in Brussels. Maybe that’s because
Trump was once again sowing doubt about his commitment to NATO. Or
maybe that’s because he reportedly told Macron that he’d supported him,
even though his affections had clearly been for Marine Le Pen of the National Front.
Whichever the case, Macron at one point seemed to swerve away from
Trump, despite Trump’s outstretched arms, so he could embrace Merkel
instead. At another point, during a formal greeting, Macron and Trump
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That remained true on the trip.
In Israel, there was the swat
heard round the world, when,
walking alongside Bibi Netanyahu across a red carpet, he
noticed that Netanyahu was
holding his wife’s hand and so
reached back for Melania’s.
“grabbed each other’s hands, jaws clenched, in an extended grip that
turned Mr. Trump’s knuckles white,” according to The Times. “Their faces
tightened,” reported The Washington Post. “Trump reached in first, but
then he tried to release, twice, but Macron kept his grip.”
Sacred texts have received less scrupulous analysis than Trump’s foreign-leader handshakes, his presidential-debate snorts (remember those?)
and the reactions — aghast, awe-struck, puzzled, peeved — of those who
bump up against (or happen to be married to) him.I think that’s fitting, not
just because his actual speech is so honesty-challenged but also because
the analyzers are paying respect to the way he takes in information. He
prefers television to reading, images to pesky words. Shouldn’t we return
the favor when appraising him?
And aren’t we in the right to take note of an Israeli diplomat’s physical
reaction when Trump said, in Israel, “We just got back from the Middle
East,” as if Israel were in South America or something? The diplomat, Ron
Dermer, briefly buried his head in one of his hands.
Do cry for us, Montenegro.
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Education

More reports,
more bad news
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) annual report, released on May 11, 2017, provides a glimpse into the performance of the
education sector in the country, during the year 2016.
According to the report, the year 2016 witnessed minor improvements
in a few areas of the sector, but continued to see a decline in many. The official figures showed that the number of out-of-school children decreased
from 25 million to 24 million, but the adult literacy rate went down from 58%
to 56.4%. There was only moderate improvement in the learning outcome
score – from 2015’s 52.33% to 54.78% in 2016.
Quoting the Alif Ailaan data, the report said that a large number of
schools failed to get basic facilities. The most disturbing news of the educational year was that the federal and two provincial governments – Punjab
and Balochistan – cut their budgetary allocations for the sector, despite
showy claims of giving education a priority.
Almost all reports on education, released by the local and international
organisations during the year, painted a gloomy picture of the sector,
claimed the HRCP report. The United Nations Global Education Monitoring
Report 2016, released in September last year, claimed that Pakistan was
50-plus years behind in its primary and 60-plus years behind in its second-

The HRCP report noted that Punjab Higher Education Commission
(PHEC) and the Federation of All
Pakistan Universities' Academic
Staff Association (FAPUASA)
remained at loggerheads throughout the year 2016. Balochistan
universities had a long list of complaints against the Higher Education Commission (HEC), and the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Higher
Education Commission was
yet to take any shape.
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ary education targets.
That means the country is set to miss by more than half-a-century the
deadline for ensuring that all children receive primary education. The report
said that Pakistan had the most absolute number of children out of school
anywhere in the world, including 5.6 million out of primary schools, around
5.5 million out of secondary schools (48% of lower secondary school age
children), and a staggering 10.4 million adolescents out of upper secondary
school.
Also, the report said, there was a wide gap between school completion
rate and education attainment between the rich and poor, urban and rural
and between boys and girls. Poor rural males showed a literacy rate of 64%
(official data, though educationists have always doubted these figures), but
their female counterparts stood far behind in comparison with only 14%.
The issue of learning among the students is equally important. A report,
issued in July 2016 by the US-based Wilson Centre, said that more than
half of eight-year-olds had learnt nothing despite spending three/four years
in schools. The report said that despite the budget growing twofold to $7.5
billion in the last six years, literacy and dropout rates remained abysmal
and “ghost schools” persisted.
According to the HRCP report, the Balochistan provincial assembly was
informed in May 2016, that there was no record of 15,000 teachers, and
there were over 900 ghost schools in the province with almost 300,000 fake
registrations of students.
A study titled Pakistan's Education Crisis: The Real Story noted that the
United States, Britain and the World Bank poured money into Pakistan’s
stagnating public education sector, but the number of children out of school
is still second only to Nigeria.
The data collected by the Wilson Centre, however, noted improvement
in teacher absenteeism, which dropped from 20% to 6% in Punjab during
the past five years.
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf led provincial government in KhyberPakhtunkhwa has always claimed giving top priority to education and
health. However, the HRCP report revealed that most of total 28,000
schools in the province lacked basic facilities. The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
Independent Monitoring Unit said in its May 2016 report that 26% of the
government schools did not have potable water facility, and 10% had no
boundary walls, despite the province facing a sensitive law and order situation. Also, 11% schools have no toilets and 34% have no electricity connections.
Different districts’ performance across country was reported very poor.
In Balochistan, according to a report, released by the Academy of Educational Planning and Management (AEPAM), a federal government institu-
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tion, more than 1.8 million children are out of school. The official data show
that there are 13,279 government schools in Balochistan. Of these 84%
are primary schools with only 16% schools offering middle and higher education to students. Almost 54% of the total primary schools operate with
only one teacher. Almost 26% government schools in Balochistan function
with only one classroom. And across Balochistan, the condition of 83% of
government primary schools buildings is “unsatisfactory”.
According to the non-governmental education initiative Alif Ailaan, a
staggering 75% of girls aged between five and 16 are out of school, compared with 65% boys in the same age bracket in Balochistan. Girls continue
to suffer severe disadvantage and exclusion in the province.
The Alif Ailaan findings reveal that only 25% females have ever been to
school, compared with 60% males. Every year, 130,000 students get enrolled in schools but only 61,000 appear in matriculation examinations, and
out of which only 30,000 are able to pass the exams. At the university level,
the number further goes down and only 3,000 pass out from the universities
annually.
Of the 32 districts in Balochistan, 23 districts have an education score
of less than 50%.
Gilgit-Baltistan (G-B) is a mountainous area, but has a better enrolment
position than other provinces. 85% of children are enrolled in G-B schools,
compared with a 81% enrolment rate at the national level in Pakistan. The
proportion of out-of-school children decreased compared with 2015 in GB. In 2015, 15% of children were reported to be out of school. Around 12%
of the children had never been enrolled in school and 3% had dropped out
for various reasons.
In terms of enrolment in early years schooling to class 10, gender parity
and parental education, district Hunza-Nagar topped the list among all the
seven districts of G-B with a 97.6% enrolment rate. Then comes district
Ghizer with 96.9% enrolment, followed by district Astore with a 92.8% enrolment rate in class 1 to 10. However, in Diamer district, enrolment is highly
skewed in favour of boys as the out-of-school children are more than inschool children in class one to 10 and only 16% of girls from these enrolled
students can read at least a sentence. In early childhood education (ECE)
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class, only 9% children are enrolled whereas, 91% of ECE level children
are out of school in Diamer.
The HRCP report notes with concern that the federal as well as provincial governments’ priorities seemed misplaced in the field of education. Billions of rupees were spent on Prime Minister's National Laptop Scheme,
and 100,000 machines, worth over Rs. 4 billion were distributed among students in the first phase. In the second phase, 25,867 laptops were given to
students in February-March, 2016, further adding to the phase-one cost.
According to independent data, only 5.1% of people aged 17-23 years
actually pursue higher education in Pakistan. How is it wise to spend four
billion rupees on something other than basic education and, that too, for
only a small percentage of the youth? Has the government ever thought
about the rest?
n the other hand, providing facilities for higher education institutions
seemed a non-priority for almost all governments. After the passage of the
18th Amendment in April 2010 and devolution of the education sector to
provinces, higher education seems in a serious crisis.
The HRCP report noted that Punjab Higher Education Commission
(PHEC) and the Federation of All Pakistan Universities' Academic Staff Association (FAPUASA) remained at loggerheads throughout the year 2016.
Balochistan universities had a long list of complaints against the Higher Education Commission (HEC), and the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Higher Education Commission was yet to take any shape.
Under the 18th Amendment, the provincial governments were supposed
to establish their own higher education commissions (HECs). But, despite
passage of more than six years, only Punjab and Sindh established their
own HECs, while Balochistan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-Baltistan
failed to make any substantial progress on this front.
That is why, the latest QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) higher education institution rankings 2016-17 placed Pakistan at the bottom of the table. The
country doesn't have a single university ranked among the top 500 of the
world in the latest Times Higher Education (UK) rankings. Instead of only
distributing laptops, the federal and Punjab government particularly need
to focus on promoting higher education in the country.
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Pakistan

Will we get
it right?
Faheem Amir

The state of Pakistan is sliding rapidly towards failure and collapse.
No nation can survive without accepting new ideas, following new trends,
using new scientific inventions, innovations, discoveries and technology,
encouraging rationalism, scientific outlook, education, research, promoting love, patience, fraternity, inter-faith harmony and moderation, tolerating criticism, raising new questions and doubts, appreciating new
answers, acknowledging new philosophical, political, cultural, economic,
social, regional and international realities, adhering to ethics, abiding by
laws, rules and regulations and adjusting to new changes and cultural
diversities. In Pakistan, all these driving, revolutionary, binding and progressive forces are non-existent.
Unfortunately, Pakistan has become a land where ignorance, bigotry,
parochialism, prejudice, exploitation, irrationality, emotionalism, fanaticism, religious extremism, corruption, false traditions and superstitions
rule. Any one who tries to challenge these prevailing ills or talks about
progressive and revolutionary ideas is destined to face dire consequences and a sharp reaction from the custodians of these dark forces.
The ruling elite, being an indispensable part of these dark and evil forces,
not only gets help from these dark forces to acquire rule, power and prestige but also tries its level best to promote and protect these forces for
sustaining its rule and controlling and exploiting the poor, helpless and
innocent people. Any person who challenges this rule is killed; any voice
that protests against this tyranny is silenced; any light which is kindled
in the darkness of ignorance is extinguished; any march towards
progress is stopped, crushed and trampled. Since the creation of Pakistan, the ruling elite, including politicians, religious leaders, civil-military
officers, businessmen, feudal lords etc., is using religion, democracy, national interests, doctrine of necessity and nationalism to protect their own
partisan interests and deceive the people.
Along with the ruling elite, many pseudo ulema, fake peers and false
faithhealers are also relentlessly looting the poor people of Pakistan in
the name of religion. Many Pakistanis, being ignorant, simple, poor, unemployed, frustrated, hopeless and emotional, fall an easy prey to these
evil people. There are many reports which expose the deplorable activities of these evil persons. There are many ulema who are creating extremism and sectarianism by their hate speech. There are also many
fake “faith healers” who are not only plundering the poor but also raping
many women across the country. A fake healer Ghulab Singh allegedly
raped two women in Rahim Yar Khan some weeks ago under the pretext
of curing them of jinns. Some days ago, a woman, who claimed to be a
faith healer, along with her husband was arrested for selling a baby in
Muzaffargarh. According to the news reports, “the parents of the child
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had taken their baby to the woman, who had taken the baby inside a
room and after two hours had declared the baby dead”.
These incidents clearly show that the poor people of Pakistan are
simple and superstitious, who believe that faith healers can cure their
diseases, solve their problems and bring peace and prosperity in their
troubled lives. The state deliberately encourages such sort of faith among
the people. Because, it is a fact, there are many custodians of shrines
who are in the parliament of Pakistan. They have attained power and become very rich by propagating such teachings and don’t want to lose
power by introducing a process of enlightenment in the country.
It is also a fact, under Zia-ul-Haq’s rule, Pakistani society became

“Having defeated terrorism
physically, now their deceitful
message and narrative must
also be defeated.” “These so
called Muslims, have nothing to
do with Islam. They are just a
bunch of thugs and killers led
by their greed and evil ideologues.” “They have realised
that through the ballot they
cannot achieve power but
through violence they can.
more religiously fanatic due to a politicisation of religion at an unprecedented level. Due to his policies, now, society has become extremist.
Even, the students of our universities have fallen prey to extremism and
religious emotionalism. The example of Mashal Khan can be given in this
regard. On 13 April, Mashal Khan, 23 years old, an idealist and a bright
student of journalism at Abdul Wali Khan University in Mardan, was
lynched by a mob, consisting of fellow students and some department
staff, due to allegedly having committed blasphemy. The most horrific
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and tragic thing is that some faculty members and university employees
incited the students to kill Mashal by using the false accusation of blasphemy. They were not happy with Mashal because he was vocal against
mismanagement and corruption in the university. The KP police, chief
minister, the PTI leader Imran Khan and one of Mashal’s university teachers have said that Mashal Khan did not commit blasphemy. The lynching
of Mashal Khan is a stark reminder of what our rulers have done to Pakistani society. This tragic incident is a manifestation of barbarity, intolerance, insanity, ignorance, radicalisation of educational institutions and
religious exploitation. Then, a medical student Naureen Laghari’s confessions about getting training from the IS in Syria also clearly indicate
that the Pakistani youth is vulnerable and could be exploited by the IS,
the TTP and other terrorist groups.
Even the Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa has admitted that
the Pakistani youth “was being exploited by terrorist groups due to poor
governance and lack of justice in society”.
Addressing a seminar on the role of youth in fighting terrorism and
extremism organised by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) at the
General Headquarters in Rawalpindi, the Army chief said: “Pakistan is a
young nation, both in history and demographically. Demographically, over
50 per cent of our population is projected to be less than 25 years of age.
The future of our country literally lies with the direction that our youth take
over the next few years. We are standing at a crossroads; ten years down
the line, we will either be enjoying the fruits of a youth dividend or suffering at the hands of a youth bulge, especially with the youth which remains
vulnerable to extremism. Extremism is a relative term. It is relative to our
perception of what is normal. Therefore, we will only have a clear concept
of extremism if we have a clear concept of our own identity and values.”
“A youth driven towards extremism is a youth without a clear idea of its
values and identity.” The Army chief maintained that the most important
stimulus driving a young adult, was to find purpose and meaning in life.
“It is during this stage that one is ready to commit to professions, to relationships, to causes and to ideologies. It is a wonderful stage in life; but
it is also the most vulnerable.”
“Extremism is also related to the environment and the time we live
in. From that perspective, we must admit that Pakistani
youth is being exploited due to poor governance
and lack of justice in society,” the Army chief
added.
“As we transit gradually from major operations against terrorism to more intricate,
targeted operations against residual
threat,

under the ambit of Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad,
we must also find ways to ensure that the
causes behind terrorism are addressed and National
Action Plan is actualised.” “Foremost amongst them
is extremism. Please remember, while army fights terrorists, terrorism and extremism is fought by law enforcing
agencies and society.”… “Although it is not always out of malice, but misunderstanding; yet it is imperative that we understand extremism in our
own context.” “The Western definitions of countering violent extremism
are mostly confined to what they call ‘Islamic extremism’.It is unfair and
dangerous. Unfair, because of its inherent and totally wrong association
of extremism with Islam. Dangerous, because it focuses too much attention on Muslim societies and masks the rise of extremism in multiple so-
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cieties across the world.”
Referring to the rise of Hindu extremist groups, he said: “Extremism
is not due to any religion or ideology, it is a mindset where passion has
given way to hate and intolerance of others.” …The country seems threatened from multiple directions. It just does not seem fair… Despite incessant propaganda, the fact is that as a nation, Pakistan has rejected
terrorism. That speaks of the robustness of our social and religious values and I have no doubt that we equally reject extremism in all its manifestations.”
“With Pakistan becoming securer and more promising by the day, it
is perhaps time to reverse the brain drain. Your country needs you more
than any other country in the world.”
He said Pakistan’s enemies, both state and non-state, were actively
pursuing divisive tendencies in society. “Let me say that they are waging
the biggest and most sustained Hybrid War against us from multiple directions and using multiple ways.”
“We are being targeted by not
only terrorists but
also spin masters of multiple hostile
agencies,
trying to subvert our minds,
particularly
that of our
youth. Being
denied opportunities in the
mainstream media, they
are using faceless platforms
on the internet and smart
phones.”
He stated that
the Indian leadership had made
no secret of its active involvement in a
proxy struggle in erstwhile East Pakistan
and now in Balochistan;
nor were the assertions of
some other leaders, any
more secret.
“We are cognizant of these
threats and are actively countering
them with the support of the whole
nation.”
“Please remember, we have defeated
terrorism together, now we will go after extremism too and rout it with our values, mental
faculties and physical energies,” the army chief
said.
“Having defeated terrorism physically, now their deceitful message and narrative must also be defeated.” “These so called
Muslims, have nothing to do with Islam. They are just a bunch
of thugs and killers led by their greed and evil ideologues.”
“They have realised that through the ballot they cannot
achieve power but through violence they can. Therefore
coercion, fear and destruction are their tools of choice.
If you strip away the guile and verbosity, what they say
amounts to stopping the fire by lighting more fire.”
“Let’s join hands to counter extremism by providing an ideal environment in your respective institutions
and through diligence and discipline. Let’s help each
other in identifying, curtailing and defeating any attempts to pollute the
minds of our youth,” he concluded.
The Army chief has clearly pointed out all the gigantic problems which
the state is facing. In fact, Pakistan needs a strong, honest, nationalist
and patriotic political leadership who should have a mature political will
and determination to get rid of all these problems by implementing the
NAP fully, introducing an equitable economic system, ensuring speedy
justice and creating a unified education system in the country. This is the
only way to save Pakistan.
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Music

The Affect Music Has..
Ayesha Khan
Music is a euphonious symphony and may hold completely different
interpretations and relatable feelings for each individual listener. Everyone’s taste in music varies, and all genres of music have many ways of
leaving an impact. Music can be relaxing, soothing, pumping, energizing, sullen, morose; the sheer amount of emotions felt for a particular
piece by an artist is infinitely impossible to count.Each person finds
music relevant on a different level and relates their own personal experience or a moment in time when they first heard it to each song they
like.
People can use music to express themselves, in ways it can’t be expressed through behavior or art. You can usually tell how someone’s
feeling by the type of music he or she is listening to at the time. It’s a
tool used by many. Groups of people around the world can come together and gather at concerts, shows, and venues to show what their
interests and likings are and you see how many people have similar likings as you.
Innumerable marketed genres of music arereadily available for listening, such as rap, pop, rock, folk, desi, bollywood, fusion, country,
indie, alternative, hardcore being some off the top of my head. Music
sends out positive or negative messages that may inadvertently have
big impacts on how people react or compose a mood bearing on what
they’re frequently listening to.
Rap and Rock music are two very important types of music in the
world for teenagers. They both send out different messages and can
be motivational for kids. The lyrics sung or rapped by the artists can
beapplicable to things going on in their own personal lives, and kids
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with similar types of problems and issues listen to them knowing there’s
hope out there in the world. Music can also serve as a catalyst for new
ideas, listening to new things or about experiences out there, kids learn
different things going on in the world and they become more openminded because they’re exposed to different streams of music and experiences by the artists they like.
Rap music is very popular amongst teens and tweens. It has a very
powerfulinfluence on youth. The lyrics generally cover taboo topics and
use foul language revolving around sex and drugs which are topics
many parents don’t want their kids understanding or comprehending at
an impressionable age. Many of the music videos made by rap artists
in the world show these, building up on them as the fast-paced life
styles of the rich and famous,gilded and blinged out, that parties, private
jets, cars, mansions, girls, drugs, money, etc is the only way to live.
They sell such notions to impressionable youngsters who then adopt
not only the artist’shigh-street fashion, but also language, demeanour,
etc and may get involved in petty theft or major crimes trying to quickly
aspire to be like their favourite artists.
I can personally relate to the effects that music has on its listeners
as it’s a big part of my life. The music I listen to makes my day go by
better if I’m having a bad day or feeling low. It makes me want to get up
and dance if it’s a catchy beat. It uplifts my spirits and often makes me
wonder at times about the woes that some artists sing about, the harsh
or morose realities of life or of the missed opportunities and chances
and the roads not taken.What would life be without music, it’s a life I
would not to care to know.
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Land of Mine
Inspired by real events the film Land of Mine is
almost as explosive as the mines the POWs defuse

Vicky Roach
•
Four stars
•
Director Martin Zandvliet
•
Starring Roland Moller, Louis Hofmann
•
Running time 101 minutes
German soldiers buried millions of mines on Denmark’s beaches during their occupation of the
neighbouring country for almost all of WWII.
Surely it was their job to defuse those same mines
when the Allies finally won.
Sergeant Carl Rasmussen (Roland Moller) — who
illustrates his pent-up rage in the film’s opening sequence by beating up a vanquished soldier after
he souvenirs a Danish flag — is unequivocal on
the matter.
After five years, he feels nothing but contempt for
his German occupiers.
Even when Rasmussen meets the group of POWs
that have been assigned to him — some as young
as 15 — he doesn’t waver.
But as, one by one, the kids are blown up or
maimed, the ethical complexities of his situation
start to become apparent.
Over time, Rasmussen can’t help but develop relationships with his young charges, conscripted by
Hilter during the last days of the war.
He, like his audience, is forced to question notions
of justice, culpability and retribution much more rigorously.
And that’s what makes Land of Mine bearable.
Because the scenes in which the boys inch their
way across the sand on their bellies, prodding
carefully for the tell-tale clink, digging the mines
out with their bare hands, are close to unwatchable.
When they come, the explosions — caused by
shaky fingers, freak accidents, booby traps — are
almost a relief.
Understated performance from a fine bunch of
young actors, including Louis Hofmann, who plays
Sebastian, the natural leader of group, ensure an
intense emotional investment on the part of the audience.
Nominated for an Oscar for Best Foreign Film,
Land of Mine is inspired by real events.
Two thousand German soldiers were forced to remove mines. Many of them were teenagers. Half
lost their lives or limbs.
It’s a little-known story, powerfully told. The message is both timely and timeless.
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Health

Refresh, rehydrate, revive, revitalise!
Ayesha Khan

Are all juices the same? Think again. Cold pressed juicing is healthier
than traditional household juicing. Cold pressed juices contain all the goodness extracted from raw fruits and vegetables - without any preservatives.
There are many advantages to a diet of fresh, whole raw fruits and vegetables. It's a proven fact that eating raw fruits and vegetables has many benefits. There is more evidence that raw vegetables are associated with a
decreased risk for certain types of cancer. Cooking and processing destroys
temperature sensitive vitamins present in fruits and vegetables, which are
then lost and unabsorbed by our bodies even after consumption.
Juice fasting is ideal for cleansing the body of toxins and weight loss. It's
a healthier type of detox than a simple water fast, as your body is still receiving high quantities of vitamins and nutrients. Juice fasting is often a misunderstood practice and can be very disadvantageous if not approached
correctly.Preparation is the first step to enjoying a great and effective juice
detox. This article will teach you how to perform a juice fast safely and effectively. Always check with your doctor before starting a juice fast.
Set a goal: Fasting can be tough, both physically and mentally, so you
may find it easier to start small. It is better to complete a short fast successfully than to falter in the middle of a long one.
Grocery shopping: It is very important that you buy organic produce, free
from pesticides and preservatives - the whole idea of the juice fast is to rid
toxins from your body, not introduce more. Stock up on oranges, lemons,
limes, tomatoes, spinach, kale, celery, carrots, cucumbers, apples, grapes,
blueberries, beets, garlic and ginger root.
Invest in a good juicer: Having a good quality juicer is essential when
performing a juice fast, as it will maximize the amount of juice. Make sure
you get a juicer with at least 700 watts, which will easily power through any
fresh produce you throw at it. You should also look for a juicer with as few
parts to assemble and disassemble as possible.
Decide when to do your juice fast:Ensure that you have plenty of time in
the mornings to prepare your juices and that you do not have any high-energy activities planned for the 3-5 day period. You should also be aware that
as the juice fast stimulates the flushing out of toxins from the body, your body
will need to eliminate this waste frequently.
Prepare your body for the juice fast: Before the three-day juice fast, you
will need to take a day to prepare your body for the days ahead. This can be
done by eating only raw fruits and vegetables the day before the fast.
Make plenty of fresh juice every morning: If you have time in the morning,
you can save yourself a significant amount of effort throughout the day by
making the entire day's juice in one go. Keep it in the fridge until you're ready
to drink it. Experiment with different fruit and veg combinations to get tasty
and unusual combinations. Fruit juices can contain a lot of sugars which are
harder for your body to process, so limit the fruit juices to the morning and
stick to vegetable juices for lunch and dinner.
Drink as much juice as you like throughout the day: Your body will need
the vitamins and nutrients from the juice to keep you going and do the important work of cleansing your body. Whenever you feel hungry or thirsty,
drink a juice. If you are doing the juice fast to lose weight, you should not try
to limit your juice intake either. Your body is being deprived of enough calories as it is, and limiting your juice intake will only send your body into survival
mode, retaining extra weight. Stick to a minimum of 4 glasses a day.
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Drink plenty of water: Staying hydrated is extremely important when on
a juice cleanse, as the water will help to flush toxins from your system, along
with helping you to rehydrate after eliminations. Drinking water will also help
to keep sensations of hunger at bay. You should aim to drink at least 16 oz
of water with each juice, either by diluting the juice or by drinking them one
after the other. You should also drink additional water between juices. Drinking herbal tea is another great way to drink more water.
Do some light exercise. A little light exercise each day of the fast will allow
you to take your mind off any hunger symptoms and will help to stimulate digestive movement. A short walk outdoors or some simple yoga movements
will do you good, but refrain from anything more strenuous, as it may leave
you feeling weak.
Stay strong. No matter how enthusiastic you feel at the beginning of your
cleanse, you are sure to be faced with temptations over the course of the
three days. Solid food may seem to be calling to you to be eaten, so stay
strong and remember why you decided to do the cleanse in the first place you are ridding your body of toxins. You will feel much better afterwards both physically and mentally - and enjoy the satisfaction at having successfully completed your first juice fast.
Take a day to ease your body out of the fast. This day will be like the day
prior to the cleanse - you will eat only salads and fruits. Stick with small portions so as not to overwhelm your stomach and digestive system.
The Juicery, based in Lahore and run by the beauty with brains Zehra
Gilani, has the perfect surprise for those who want to reset their metabolism
and don’t have the time or can’t be bothered with the whole hassle of juicing.
The Juicery is a god-sent easily available variety of great flavoured coldpressed juices that can be delivered to your door step.The only juice detox
program in town that incorporates superfoods like kale, broccoli and chia
seeds. Drink your nutrition and keep yourself hydrated through this heat.
Their cold pressed juices contain all the goodness extracted from raw fruits
and vegetables. The only one day detox package for summers available in
town with super foods and fresh seasonal fruits. Beat the heat with their
detox juices delivered to your doorstep!
Here are some of my favourite juices from The Juicery:
•
Date Me is ideal for replenishment after a long summer's day fast.
It’s a refreshing energy drink with all the goodness of dates and almond milk.
It's great for your skin, nails and hair! Almond milk’s benefits are vast, especially for weight loss. It is an ideal alternative for those who are lactose intolerant or have allergies to soy or dairy milk. It's the best substitute for the red
syrup drinks that are loaded with sugar and artificial food coloring. It’s must
have Iftar drink!
•
Oh My Greens provides you all the nutrients that will keep you energized for long. This is the perfect Sahoor drink!
•
Coco Chia packs a mighty punch with naturally refreshing young
coconut water and the super energy of chia seeds.
•
Up Beet is a super food in liquid form. With all the goodness of
beets, it's perfect for a Ramzan detox of your liver.
•
Peach Loves Papaya - a perfect, light, summer drink. It contains all
the goodness of minerals, antioxidants and vitamins C & B from peaches
and papayas, along with anti-inflammatory and anti-aging properties of sweet
basil leaf.
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The Minitry of Utmost Happiness
Arundhati Roy
The sophomore effort of a
novelist whose debut made a
splash is fraught with high expectations that all too often go
unmet. Arundhati Roy presents a
special case. It’s been two
decades since she won the
Booker Prize and wide acclaim
for The God of Small Things. But
in the intervening years her nonfiction and activism have drawn
comparisons to Noam Chomsky
and Vandana Shiva. Her new
novel, The Ministry of Utmost
Happiness, underscores this
veer toward politics.
The novel is one of the most
polemical in recent memory, and
the characters act as animators
of these polemics. Expressed
with her usual musical precision,
Roy’s anger has many targets.
The rise of the Hindu nationalist
Narendra Modi is one bête noire.
Another is India’s continued possession of the Muslim-majority
Kashmir region.
Roy’s first novel arrived
weeks before India’s first nuclear
test—which she condemned—
and commentators saw the novel
and the test as assertions of a
rising India. Her second novel is
an indictment of an India drunk
on power, mistreating its poor
and minorities. Ever the contrarian, Roy defends Kashmiris who
seek self-determination. To Roy
this is a matter not only of justice
but also of survival—of India as
a heterogeneous, secular state
and of South Asian civilization.
Experts consider Kashmir to be
the most likely flashpoint for a
nuclear war.
More a mosaic than a traditional, coherent story, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
sometimes resembles James
Joyce’s Ulysses. Even in style it
ramifies, and Roy’s characters
are a jumble—similar to India’s welter of competing adversities, which
V.S. Naipaul described as a “million mutinies.” The God of Small
Things was a lively, virtuosic performance. In its successor, disgust
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is a recurring theme, and Indian media will likely pan it for anti-Indian
propensities. But Roy’s love for the people of India is clear. She doesn’t hate India; what she hates is oppression. Courtesy: Book Page

25

Your View
Pakistan Omitted

Trump’s agenda
The US leaders have no problem associating closely with regimes

PAKISTANIS were greatly disappointed by US President Don-

which are totalitarian and violate human rights. They pick up these

ald Trump when he mentioned India as one of the countries

issues only when they want to bash some state.

hurt by terrorism but he did not say anything about Pakistan,

As for supporting only one side of the sectarian divide, well, with

the only country in the world which has been facing terrorism

the arrival of Trump in the White House, America’s very warm and

for the last 10 years.

close relations with Israel have now been further upgraded to al-

Pakistan has lost more than 100,000 people, including sol-

most a family connection. His daughter married a Jew, a fanatic

diers,in attacks by Indian terrorists like Kulbhushan Jadhav,

Israeli supporter who Trump has made his principal adviser on the

Kashmir Singh, Ravindra Kaushik, Sarabjit Singh and Sheikh

Middle East.

Shamim.

As for Iran, the writer says it remains one of the few major powers

How is it possible that President Trump did not know about

in the Middle East which has not descended into chaos, though

this?

“not yet made to descend into chaos” would be better. Both Israel

Trump should know that the US and India have been using

and the US see it as an adversary.

Afghanistan to destabilise Pakistan in order to denuclearize the

However, what could be better for Israel and the US than to see

only Muslim nuclear power (reference: Our Secret War in Pak-

Saudi and Gulf rulers on the one side and Iran on the other, fight-

istan by Richard Engel, NBC News Chief Foreign Correspon-

ing and destroying each other, using their own resources in men

dent, October 2008, sent from Jalalabad, Afghanistan).

and material, with only marginal input from Israel and the US?

Mr. Trump spoke on all issues of US interests and asked Muslim

That will only leave nuclear-armed Pakistan to deal with, which

countries to take care of themselves, meaning probably he does

the US, Israel and India all see as an adversary, especially as an

not expect any country, including the US, to go to their help.

ally of China. For that reason the US and India doubly hate it. In

Yes, we shall stand up on a stronger footing on our own rather

preparation for the move against Pakistan, Trump has already

than stand on the crutches of USAID. Thanks to ZAB, we are

started hardening his stance towards it.

self-sufficient in our defence.
S.R.H. Hashmi

Sajid M. Ansari

Karachi

Karachi

Zakat deduction
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Ramazan & prices

A BANK holiday is observed in Pakistan for the purpose of

THE moment Ramazan begins in our fair land, the prices of

deducting zakat. The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and all

fruits, vegetables and other basic commodities show an as-

other banks remain closed for public dealing for deducting

tounding increase. And we have the gall to call our country

Zakat. It is also not clear as to why the SBP is closed where

an Islamic republic when our acts of omission and commis-

it does not deal with any individual accounts.

sion go against our religion.

Readers may recall that in the past no holiday was observed

More than one-third of Pakistanis live below the poverty

by banks which rather opened an hour late after deducting

line. A similar number barely makes ends meet and strug-

Zakat through the computerized system. This is rather a mat-

gle to keep their tattered cloak of self-respect around. In

ter of one hour for the system to deduct Zakat from relevant

many countries even non-Islamic states, with the advent of

account-holders by using a simple command.

Ramazan, prices are reduced to facilitate Muslims. We on

The federal finance minister and the State Bank governor

the other hand raise prices.

should revisit the decision to keep banks closed on the first

The poverty problem can only be resolved if both society

day of Ramazan.

and government play their role in tackling it.
A banker

Alina Fatima

Karachi

Karachi
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Your ability to communicate with ease will
win the hearts of those you are in touch with
this week. Be honest in your communication
and don't lose your cool. Rid yourself of that
which is old and no longer of use. Relatives
may not be telling you the whole truth about
a family situation. Your lucky day this week
will be Sunday.

Older family members may take advantage
of you by making you feel guilty. Be prepared to have relatives or close friends introduce you to new and exciting individuals.
You won't have to look for the action. If you
want to make your mark, try to get involved
in projects that will bring you some glory.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Coworkers may not be on your side. Don't
play on your partner's emotions. Don't overspend to impress others. Make plans that
will take you to exotic destinations.Your
lucky day this week will be Monday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Do things with your children and avoid situations that make you feel as if you've neglected the ones you love. Social activity
should be on your agenda. Put your energy
into moneymaking ventures. You may want
to take a look at the personal papers of elders in your family. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.

You will make new friends through physical
activities. There might be a problem with a
will or with an insurance policy. You might
have a problem hanging on to your money
this week. You should try to elaborate on an
idea you have regarding a product or service
for the home. Your lucky day this week will
be Monday.

Finish overdue paperwork and catch up on
letter writing and reading. Lovers may no be
truthful. You can continue to forge ahead if
you make a few long distance calls pertinent
to closing pending deals. Your home environment may be volatile if precautions aren't
taken. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Involvement with prestigious organizations
will be to your advantage. You will need to
spend extra time sorting through your work.
Don't bother getting even; they'll make themselves look bad. You may want to look into
warm vacation spots. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday.

In-laws or older individuals may give you a
bit of a hard time this week. Check your personal papers and make sure everything is in
order. You can't help everyone. Put your efforts into physical fitness programs or competitive sports. Your lucky day this week will
be Wednesday.

You can become obsessed with detail and
must be sure to divide your time appropriately. You are best to keep your cash in a
safe place. Be sure to take care of the needs
of your immediate loved ones first. Your
ideas may be good, but they aren't necessarily right for everyone. Your lucky day this
week will be Sunday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You may be ill-treated if you have to deal with
institutional environments. Try to keep to yourself; work diligently on domestic chores and responsibilities. You will have to watch out for
minor health problems related to stress. Your
high energy and discipline will enable you to
complete any seemingly insurmountable tasks.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Your temper may get the better of you if a
colleague has tried to ruin your reputation.
Secret affairs can only lead to devastating
circumstances. Try to stay calm, and whatever you do, don't nag. Your self confidence
will attract members of the opposite sex.Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

You can stabilize your personal relationship
if you're willing to communicate honestly.
Don't hesitate to go ahead with any plans for
entertainment. You will learn a great deal
from people with different cultural backgrounds. Concentrate on home improvement. Small de tails will make a difference.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

