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Crime

The JIT
controversy
Nasim Ahmed

The Joint Investigation Team probing the Panama leaks scandal has been
made the butt of a needless controversy by the stalwarts of the ruling party.
Over the past couple of weeks, PML-N leaders have launched a well orchestrated vilification campaign against the JIT, challenged the integrity
and neutrality of its members and questioned the very legitimacy of the
whole process.
The JIT was set up on April 20, 2017, by the Supreme Court to investigate the business dealings of the Sharif family in connection with the
Panama Papers’ verdict. The JIT, composed of six members from the FIA,
SECP, State Bank, ISI, MI and NAB, is tasked with probing the 13 questions spelled out by the Apex court. These questions are meant to follow
the money trail leading to the purchase of London’s Mayfair flats by the
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Sharif family.
As the investigation got under way and Hussain Nawaz appeared before the JIT to answer questions regarding the sources of Sharif family’s
assets abroad, PML-N spokesmen began to hurl allegations about the integrity and honesty of some members of the JIT. They first pounced upon
a WhatsApp story in a section of the Press hinting at malfeasance in the
selection of certain members of the JIT. It was followed by the leaked photo
of Hussain Nawaz sitting before the JIT which the ruling party members
described as humiliating and insulting for the Sharif family. Then followed
a farrago of allegations against the JIT which was accused of operating
as 007 and intimidating witnesses.
According to some observers, such tactics have been traditionally used
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by the PML-N to scuttle the investigation process, make independent investigators controversial and, thus, escape justice in the Panama leaks
scandal. What seems to have particularly alarmed the ruling family are
hours-long interrogations and cross examinations of Tariq Shafi, a cousin
of the Prime Minister, on his dubious role in illegally transferring money
abroad from Pakistan over the past many decades.
It is no secret that the PML-N has been using its control over government departments to deny JIT access to vital information relating to the
Panama probe. Matters came to a head on June 12, when the JIT told the
SC that some governmental departments have shown reluctance in handing over relevant records. According to media reports, the JIT has also informed the Supreme Court that some state institutions are tampering with
records and creating impediments in its way, besides threatening some
members of the team.
In its report to the SC about the difficulties, hurdles and pressure on it
during the course of its investigations, the team of investigators has
charged the SECP chairman with record-tampering and non-cooperation.
The JIT has also accused Intelligence Bureau personnel of threatening
JIT Panama members, Bilal Rasool, and trying to hack Rasool and his
family’s Facebook accounts. It has alleged that IB personnel were seen
near the residence of Bilal Rasool on May 24, where they also threatened
his servant. The NAB too has been accused of pressurizing JIT member,
Irfan Mangi who was issued a show cause notice on April 25, 2017, for his
deputation in the anti-graft body in 2004, and asked to submit an explanation in 15 days.
The Panama JIT investigation team has also accused the government
of leaking details of JIT correspondence with concerned institutions: “The
chairman of Ittefaq Group directed Tariq Shafi to visit PM House before
his appearance before the JIT, wherein he was asked to submit a statement according to their directives.”
It is easy to see that the controversy created around the JIT is aimed
at discrediting the whole investigation process. However, it must be remembered that the investigation team is not going to pass judgment
against the Sharif family. It would just collect evidence on the basis of
which the three-member bench of the Supreme Court would hand down a
final ruling on the fate of the prime minister. Some media reports say that
in the course of cross-examination by members of the Joint Investigation
Team, some witnesses have reportedly spilled the beans about Nawaz
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As the investigation got under
way and Hussain Nawaz appeared before the JIT to answer
questions regarding the sources
of Sharif family’s assets abroad,
PML-N spokesmen began to
hurl allegations about the integrity and honesty of some
members of the JIT. They first
pounced upon a WhatsApp
story in a section of the Press
hinting at malfeasance in the
selection of certain members
of the JIT.
Sharif’s suspected role in money laundering.
The million dollar question is: what next? If the Supreme Court gives
an adverse verdict against the Sharif family, how will the PML-N react?
Will Nawaz Sharif step down and call for new elections? The PML-N’s
present mood is ugly and there are tell-tale signs that its diehard workers
will take to the streets. According to media reports, lawyers from various
bars of the country are also all set to launch a full-fledged movement
against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif after Eid. This will inevitably lead to
street clashes.
As someone rightly said at the time the Panama papers were leaked
that it was a bolt from the blue, presaging endless trouble for the Sharif
family. That has turned out to be true. Nawaz Sharif is mired in trouble,
and so is Pakistan. All signs point to stormy days ahead.
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Business

A path strewn
with hurdles
Nasim Ahmed

The World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business 2017 report is out, and once
again Pakistan is in the rank of countries where doing business is a hurdles race. The WB index uses a number of indicators to assess how difficult or easy it is to do business in a country.
The Doing Business Index is a flagship World Bank publication. Each
year the World Bank conducts a survey and publishes a comprehensive
report on Ease of Doing Business and country ranking. The parameters
considered in the survey are: Starting a Business, Construction Permits,
Getting Electricity, Getting Credits, Paying Taxes, Cross-border Trading,
Property Registration, Contract Enforcement, Resolving Insolvency, Protecting Rights of Minority Shareholders. The latest report is the fourteenth
in a series of annual reports measuring governmental regulations that enhance or constrain business activity. Doing Business looks at quantitative
indicators on business regulations and the protection of property rights,
which can be compared over time, across 190 economies. It measures
regulations affecting different aspects of running a business.
Pakistan is the only South Asian country to have improved its overall
ease of doing business ranking this year but it is still ranked 144th out of
190 countries. With a series of far reaching reforms in recent years, Pak-

According to the World Bank, in the
previous year, many governments
around the world continued to implement a broad range of reforms
aimed at improving the regulatory
environment for the local entrepreneurs. Historical experience and
empirical evidence proves that
economies that both improve the
efficiency of regulatory procedures
and strengthen the legal institutions that support enterprise,
trade, and exchange are better able
to facilitate growth.
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istan has made trading across borders easier by introducing a fully automated, computerized system (the Web-Based One Customs system) for
the submission and processing of export and import documents.
The ten economies highlighted by the World Bank this year for making
the biggest improvements in their business regulations include Brunei,
Kenya, Indonesia, Georgia and the UAE. While Pakistan has been praised
for improving infrastructure and streamlining procedures such as introducing a new electronic platform for customs clearance, it is still considered
a low middle income, and ranked quite low overall. It may be noted here
that those countries which also rank well in Rule of Law and Judicial Risks
do well in securing investments too. Pakistan's judicial system and legal
framework are archaic and hostile to business. Our legal framework and
laws related to contract enforcement, dispute resolutions and similar issues are outdated.
Several emerging countries have moved on to a reformed legal structure, such as an on-line system in the regulatory process, electronic filing
of court proceedings, citizens' and stakeholders' inclusion in rule making,
expanding court automation, speedy small-claims commercial courts, enforcing judgement more efficiently, respect of arbitration clauses and proceedings, a streamlined and shortened timeframe for insolvency
proceedings, reformed legislation and regulations for investors' interest
and workers' protection and social benefits. All these reforms have re-
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duced the cost of doing business.
According to the World Bank, since 2005 all economies around the
world have taken steps to improve the business environment. Last year,
for the first time, Doing Business compilers collected data for a second city
in economies with a population of more than 100 million. In Bangladesh,
it now analyses the business regulations in Chittagong and Dhaka; in India,
in Delhi and Mumbai; and in Pakistan in Lahore and Karachi. As per latest
research, half of the economies around the world have an electronic database for rights and encumbrances. However, much more still needs to be
done to make processing of business-related matters easier. The report
has strongly criticised long enforcement times in many countries which
frustrate freedom of contract and limits freedom of contract in the areas of
future determination of contract price, exclusion of liability for gross negligence and public policy and legal capacity.
In Pakistan, there are only four limitations to freedom of contract, but
still resolving the standardised dispute takes 976 days in Karachi: “Freedom of contract and efficient contract enforcement matter to businesses.
The exercise of freedom of contract by parties with similar negotiating
power and good knowledge of market conditions promotes efficiency in
the allocation of resources, maximising individual welfare and spurring efficiency in the marketplace.” The World Bank report notes: “Efficient contract enforcement promotes investment by influencing the decisions of
economic actors. By promoting investment, good judicial institutions can
also contribute to economic growth and development.”
According to the World Bank, in the previous year, many governments
around the world continued to implement a broad range of reforms aimed at

July 1-15, 2017

improving the regulatory environment for the local entrepreneurs. Historical experience and empirical evidence proves that economies that both improve the
efficiency of regulatory procedures and strengthen the legal institutions that
support enterprise, trade, and exchange are better able to facilitate growth .
The World Bank Ease of Doing Business report has lessons which developing countries like Pakistan can ill afford to miss. The message is that
the more you facilitate business dealing through the elimination of procedural bottlenecks, the more you promote business growth. No wonder,
economies like Singapore have performed miracles by creating a business-friendly environment and laying out the red carpet for investors.
Pakistan's low ranking in the Doing Business Index should be a matter
of concern for the government. What we are seeing around us as development is project business in the energy sector and infrastructure funded
largely against loans. But there is very little inflow of foreign direct investment, which is the real driver of a country's economy and a source of employment for the masses. Another serious issue is the constant decline in
our exports, which if not corrected will severely deplete our foreign reserves
presently being sustained through remittances from overseas Pakistanis.
The government needs to undertake large scale economic, legal and
administrative reforms and bold decisions to make Pakistan attractive for
investment and promote exports. It is interesting to note in this context that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set the goal of getting India into the top
30 countries in this ranking by 2018. President Vladimir Putin’s goal is
more ambitious, as he wants Russia (which is currently ranked 51) to be
in the top 20 countries in terms of ease of doing business. Pakistan too
needs to move quickly to improve its business friendly image.
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Law

The prime minister’s
non-sequitors
Muhammad Hassan

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif appeared before the joint investigation team
(JIT), formed by the Supreme Court of Pakistan, to probe corruption allegations against his family. His party claimed he had created history by submitting to the rule of law and the supremacy of the Constitution but
practically, he mocked the judiciary by accusing it of holding a “puppet
show” of accountability of his family.
In his speech after appearing before the JIT, he said, “My financial documents are already available with all relevant institutions including the
Supreme Court. Today, however, I submitted them to the JIT as well. It
should be noted that the allegations have nothing to do with my tenure as
prime minister and are not charges of corruption. They are charges against
me and my family on a personal level. I have been the Punjab chief minister and the prime minister of Pakistan for the third time. But not a single
allegation of financial corruption could be brought against me. I have put
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myself and my family up for trial and provided details of financial transactions made even before my birth."
The prime minister started with the claim that he was not even an accused in the Panama case but he still had decided to present himself for
interrogations. He was the prime accused in the case and even two judges
of a five-member bench of the Supreme Court had found him guilty of corruption, tax evasion and money laundering and ordered his disqualification.
The three other judges did not exonerate him and said more investigations
were required and provided him with a chance to prove his innocence in
the JIT. If he had not been an accused, he would not have been summoned by the JIT. As regards presenting himself and the family for accountability, it took Imran Khan six months of protests to force the court to
hear the Panama case.
After being interrogated by about two hours, Nawaz Sharif said he had
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submitted his financial documents to the investigators and earlier presented them to all institutions, including the Supreme Court. In contrast,
the fact is that he failed to produce any evidence to prove his innocence
in the court during the Panama case hearing for over six months. The only
proof he provided to the court was a Qatari letter, which was unanimously
rejected by all five members. The letter was based only on hearsay and
did not contain any bank document to prove the claim that London flats
had been transferred to the Sharif family after a business deal with the
Qatari royal family in 2006. The case would not have been assigned to the
JIT if the Sharif family had provided bank documents to prove their claim
to the court.
The prime minister asserted, "My opponents have levied charges of
corruption against me. However, neither in the past, nor in the present,
have any charges of corruption been proved against me and my family." It
was also far from reality. The charges of corruption have not been levelled
by his political opponents. It was the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) that had broken the Panama story and the international media highlighted it. The international media carried news with
the pictures of him and his children, but the family remained silent. If the
allegations were baseless, he could have claimed billions of dollars in damages. But the family did not dare to sue the international media and the
ICIJ despite initial claims in the Pakistani media that “it reserved the right
to file a defamation case against them.”
The last part of his speech was more ridiculous. “People should not
forget that there will also be a larger JIT next year comprising 200 million
people and they will decide who has worked for the betterment of the country. We will not let our opponents turn back the wheel of progress and the
nation will support us even more than it did in 2013. If factories working
on certain agendas, disregarding the public mandate, were not closed, not
only the law and Constitution but the country’s solidarity could also be in
danger. The puppet shows should stop now. Days are over when plays
planned behind closed doors remained secret”.
It was the crux of his speech. He indirectly accused the establishment
and the judiciary of “victimization” of him and his family. Taunting the judiciary, who he thinks is acting on behalf of the establishment, as has been
the case in the past, he warned it of his public support and claimed he
would be elected in the next election with even a bigger majority. In other
words, his argument was that if people elect a person in an election, he is
automatically exonerated from all charges. Even if he is re-elected in the
next election, will it prove that he has done nothing wrong in his life? Advancing his reasoning, is it not right to abolish courts of law in the country
and instead allow the people of Pakistan to decide the fate of criminals in
elections. Linking his stay in power to national solidarity is also beyond
reason. No person is indispensible to the country.
His claim of winning a bigger majority in the next election was also a
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The last part of his speech was
more ridiculous. “People should
not forget that there will also
be a larger JIT next year
comprising 200 million people
and they will decide who has
worked for the betterment of
the country. We will not let our
opponents turn back the wheel
of progress and the nation will
support us even more than it
did in 2013.
hoax. If he believed he could win the next election, he would have stepped
down immediately when the Supreme Court had started hearing the
Panama case. He also could have honourably quit his office before being
interrogated by the JIT. Contrary to the facts, he called the Panama case
the handiwork of the establishment and the judiciary. His reference of “puppet shows” and “factories working on certain agendas” aimed to malign
national institutions.
His claim that he had faced accountability even before his birth was
exaggerated beyond belief. It is a fact that the establishment has been
the biggest supporter of him and his party. When former Prime Minister
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto nationalized all institutions, including their Ittefaq
Foundries, it was not accountability. The late General Ziaul Haq returned
the factory to them and put all national resources at their disposal to
crush the PPP. Even when General (retd) Pervez Musharraf toppled
Nawaz Sharif’s government, he did it with a heavy heart. It is on record
that he had offered Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s younger bother Shahbaz Sharif to become the prime minister of Pakistan. The PML-N and the
Sharif family have been groomed and promoted by the establishment for
decades. The establishment sheltered his government in the Dawnleaks,
which was unimaginable for the government of any other party. If the
family survives the Panama case, it would also be because of the establishment, because its elements would also be exposed if the Sharif family
is subjected to strict accountability.
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JIT

Subversion
of justice
Muhammad Ali

After verbal attacks by government ministers and legislators, government institutions have ganged up against the join investigation team (JIT)
to stop it from reaching a possibly adverse conclusion against the ruling
family in the Panama case.
According to an application, submitted by the joint investigation team
(JIT) in the Supreme Court of Pakistan, government institutions and departments are providing tampered records to it, creating obstacles to the
probe and even threatening its members. It also apprehended that the
challenges could leave it unable to complete the investigation within the
stipulated two-month timeframe. In its application, the JIT said that Secu-
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rities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) Chairman Zafarul
Haq Hijazi "was instrumental in closing the investigation of a money laundering case launched against the Chaudhry Sugar Mills Limited, which is
owned by the Sharif family, in 2016. This act of backdated closure of investigation is a criminal act, with a view to facilitating the Sharif family.”
It said the SECP chairman's orders to tamper with the record and
drop investigations against the Chaudhry Sugar Mills Limited were executed by SECP Executive Director Ali Azeem Ikram, who was incidentally nominated initially by the chairman to be a member of the JIT, with
a clear intent to subvert the investigation. The JIT also accused the
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SECP chairman, who has been very close to Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar, of restricting his officers from complying with its requests. The facts
came before the JIT after a conscientious officer of the organization
spilled the beans before it. His name was withheld for security reasons.
According to sources, the SECP chairman had managed the deputation
of his man in the Federal Judicial Academy, where the JIT is holding its
proceedings. The employee leaked the picture of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif’s son sitting in a room, which provided ammunition to the government to bash the JIT. The SECP chairman also leaked the record of correspondence and phone calls between him and the Supreme Court of
Pakistan Registrar to a pro-government media house, to create an impression that the court wanted its favoured officers to punish the Sharif
family though the JIT.
The role of the Intelligence Bureau (IB) was also questioned by the
JIT in the investigation of its members. An application filed by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s son Hussain Nawaz to the court in which he had objected to two members of the JIT highlighted how the government was
using the civilian secret agency for its personal gains. Hussain Nawaz’s
application against two JIT members — Bilal Rasul of the SECP and
Amer Aziz of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) — carried copies of computerized national identity cards (CNIC) of Bilal Rasul and his uncle Mian
Azhar, the former Punjab governor, who was once close to the Sharif
family but now has joined the PTI of Imran Khan. The CNIC copies bore
the requisitioning number printed by the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA), which showed they had been obtained by the
IB and provided to Hussain Nawaz. In another allegation, the JIT said
Hussain's application contained copies of screenshots from the social
media account of Bilal Rasul and his family. "The Facebook account of
Bilal Rasul, which is also used by his wife/family, was ostensibly hacked
to retrieve the contents attached [with the application]... without the consent of Bilal Rasul or his family. It was done ostensibly through the facilitation of the IB," it noted and added some field staff of the IB were "found
loitering" near the house of one of the JIT members on May 24, and they
later "adversely questioned" the housekeeper of the JIT member, causing
fear amongst his family members.
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Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif extended the contract of Intelligence Bureau (IB) DG Aftab Sultan for the third time last year. He was appointed by
the prime minister after coming to power in 2013. He enjoys the prime minister’s trust and was appointed the IG Punjab before the 2013 general elections by the then caretaker Punjab Chief Minister Najam Sethi, who is also
very close to the prime minister. It is said he had also produced desired
results for the government during the PTI sit-in in Islamabad.
The JIT also accused the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) of employing an underhand strategy to intimidate one of its members, Irfan
Naeem Mangi, who is NAB Balochistan Director General. He was served
a notice by the NAB on April 25, 2017, for “not having the required experience at the time of his induction in the NAB in 2004.” When he sought
some time from his boss to respond to the notice as he was performing
the JIT duty, the NAB sent him a letter on May 31, 2017, directing him to
submit his reply within 15 days "failing which an ex-parte decision would
be taken against him". It is clear the notice aimed to harass him, so that
he remained within limits.
In their replies to the court, the government departments have rejected
all allegations of the JIT, as was expected from them. However, the efforts
of the government departments to save Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and
his family are not suprising, because he has appointed all his relatives,
friends or friends of friends as heads of government departments and it’s
payback time. At least 22 relatives of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif are in
politics including his brother, who is the chief minister of the Punjab, a
nephew, who is the state minister for power, and the finance minister, who
is the father-in-law of his daughter. At least 84 government departments
are headed by his relatives and handpicked people. If government departments are threatening the JIT and hampering its working, it is understandable.
According to sources, two members of the JIT, who belong to the Inter
Service Intelligence (ISI) and the Military Intelligence (MI), and their families have also received life threats and they have informed their departments and the court about it. If the unknown officers from the top secret
agencies of the country are facing life threats to them and their families,
what could be the level of dangers to the civilian members of the JIT?
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Law

Alhamdu Lillah,
Shahbaz Sharif is also
part of Panamagate
Muhammad Zain

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s son Hussain Nawaz unwittingly added to
the problems for his family when he admitted the ownership of London
flats after the Panama leaks in April last year. “Alhamdu Lillah, I own the
flats and I had purchased them,” he proudly informed some TV anchors.
A few days later, Hamza Shahbaz, son of Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif, sent text messages to anchors and said, “Alhamdu Lillah, the family
of Shahbaz Sharif is not included in the Panama leaks.”
However, the joy of the Shahbaz Sharif family was short-lived and he
had to appear before the joint investigation team (JIT) in connection with
the Hudaibiya Paper Mills case, which is enough to prove that Prime Min-
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ister Nawaz Sharif and Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif are guilty of
money laundering. The London High Court’s 1999 verdict in the Hudaibiya
Papers Mills loans, acquired through the Al-Towfeek Investment Fund,
proves the Sharif family owned the London flats since 1999, but the prime
minister’s children claim to have purchased or acquired them through a
settlement with the Qatari royal family in 2006. The London court had proceeded against Shahbaz Sharif, Abbas Sharif and Mian Muhammad Sharif
for defaulting on a loan obtained from the Al-Towfeek Investment Fund in
the name of Hudaibiya Paper Mills and had attached four properties of the
Sharifs.
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On the contrary, the Sharif family claims it had purchased the London
flats after selling its business in Saudi Arabia in 2006. The money was
transferred through legal channels to the UK where the offshore companies and London flats were bought. However, the UK High Court proves
otherwise. How, it could have attached the flats if they were owned by the
Qatari royal family? This is damning for the family.
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar’s confessional statement against the Sharif
family in 2000, also provides details of their money laundering. According
to a court document, Senator Dar's handwritten statement before a magistrate on April 25, 2000, alleged the Sharif brothers used the Hudaibiya
Paper Mills as cover for money laundering during the late 1990s. The reference was made on the orders of the then President Pervez Musharraf,
but it was shelved after the Sharif family was exiled in December 2000.
The confessional statement of Ishaq Dar was recorded before a district
magistrate in Lahore. He was brought to the court from a jail by Basharat
Shahzad, who was then serving as assistant director in the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA).
At one point in the 43-page statement, on the instructions of Mian
Nawaz Sharif and Shahbaz Sharif, he says, “I opened two foreign currency
accounts in the name of Sikandara Masood Qazi and Talat Masood Qazi
with the foreign currency funds provided by the Sharif family in the Bank
of America by signing as Sikandara Masood Qazi and Talat Masood Qazi”.
He said that all instructions to the bank in the name of the two persons
were signed by him under the orders of the “original depositors”, namely
Mian Nawaz Sharif and Mian Shahbaz Sharif. “The foreign currency accounts of Nuzhat Gohar and Kashif Masood Qazi were opened in Bank of
America by Naeem Mehmood under my instructions (based on instructions
of the Sharifs) by signing the same as Nuzhat Gohar and Kashif Masood
Qazi.” Besides the foreign currency accounts, a previously opened foreign
currency account of Saeed Ahmed, a former director of First Hajvari
Modaraba Co. and close friend of Dar, who is now appointed as National
Bank of Pakistan (NBP) president by the Nawaz government for his “services”, and of Mussa Ghani, the nephew of Dar's wife, were also used to
deposit huge foreign currency funds provided by the Sharif family to offer
them as collateral to obtain different direct and indirect credit lines.
He had disclosed that the Bank of America, Citibank, Atlas Investment
Bank, Al Baraka Bank and Al Towfeeq Investment Bank were used under
the instructions of the Sharif family. He also confessed that he, along with
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his friends Kamal Qureshi and Naeem Mehmood, had opened fake foreign
currency accounts in different international banks. He said $3.725 million
in Emirates Bank, $ 8.539 million in Al Faysal Bank and $2.622 million
were transferred to the accounts of Hudaibya Paper Mills. The case was
also taken up by the Supreme Court during the hearing of the Panama
case. However, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s lawyer informed the court
that Ishaq Dar had given the statement under duress and he could not be
punished for it. To it, the court said if Dar had turned an approver in the
case, action could not be taken against him, but his confessional statement
could be used against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family.
Hamza’s messages to anchors reflected rifts in the Sharif family. After
the onset of the Panama leaks, only the prime minister, his children and
ministers defended the charges initially, though without much success.
Other family members remained silent. Tehmina Durrani, wife of Shahbaz
Sharif, stunned the people of Pakistan when she urged the family to return
all foreign and local wealth to the nation. In a series of tweets, she said
that according to her point of view, keeping offshore accounts was an unethical act. “Doing something against the law is illegal while unethical acts
are similar to selling your soul, the latter being a more grave offence,” she
added and advised the Sharif family that the only way they could distance
themselves from the allegations was to bring back to Pakistan the money
saved in offshore accounts and foreign countries. Neither her husband nor
his family reacted to the harsh criticism. However, many PML-N workers
believed Tehmina Durrani had expressed her feelings with the consent of
her husband.
However, when Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif was summoned
by the JIT for questioning, his tone changed suddenly and he accused it
holding only one family accountable. “To hold a single family accountable
is no accountability. I request the court to hold accountability without any
discrimination,” he added. After appearing before the JIT, he claimed his
family had faced accountability five times. According to the Panama leaks,
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s family owns nine companies in the name
of his sons Hassan Nawaz, Hussain Nawaz and daughter Maryam Nawaz,
Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s relatives own seven, though he is
not directly linked, However, the Hudaibiya Paper Mills case, with the London High Court verdict and Ishaq Dar’s confessional statement, could be
more damaging for the Sharif family than the Panama case, because it
contains solid and documentary evidence against them.
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Insurgency

Baloch nationalists
in religious garb
Raza Khan

Recently Pakistan authorities have claimed to have dismantled what it described as the budding network of the Islamic State in Pakistan. This while
on the one hand is welcome but on the other hand is disturbing. According
to media reports the IS (Daesh) headquarters in Pakistan was destroyed
in a military operation spanning a whole week. The base of the IS was located in the remote area of Balochistan province, Mastung district. Special
commandos participated in the operation to destroy the base of the IS
spanning several kilometers of a long cave complex. The cave complex
was being used by the IS and its local affiliate Lashkar-e-Jhanghvi. In the
operation, at least 12 IS commanders were killed and some were captured.
Unfortunately, top commander, Ejaz Bangulzai, who was controlling the
operation of Daesh in Sindh, Balochistan and the Punjab reportedly escaped. Although the national and international media reported the dismantling of the IS network in Mastung, neither the military spokesman or
government spokesman described the network of IS. This according to
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certain media reports was deliberate to downplay the presence of IS in
Pakistan.
The dismantling of the Daesh network in Pakistan is, indeed, a very
important achievement in the country’s war against terror, but there have
been claims from top political and security leaders of Pakistan, including
former Army Chief General Raheel Sharif that there was no presence of
IS in Pakistan. Suddenly the news of the presence of a redoubt of IS in
Pakistan and its dismantling has come as an eye-opener, although independent quarters and even low level officials have been admitting to the
presence of IS in Pakistan. Another very important element in the recent
dismantling of the IS network is that the operation was launched only after
attacks on the senate Deputy Chairman Ghafoor Haideri and the abduction, and possible killing, of two Chinese teachers based in the Balochistan
capital, Quetta. Reportedly during the Mastung operation the vehicle of
the Chinese nationals was recovered, but their whereabouts could not be
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traced. Officials also claimed killing the attackers of Haideri. Thus, the operation was reactive rather than proactive, which is very unfortunate. Keeping in view the threat level of IS and its gravity, our authorities must be
more than vigilant,.and unremittingly pursue the terrorist. Most importantly,
a policy of pre-emption must he assiduously implemented.
Here it is important to explain that the Pakistani sectarian terrorist, outfit
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ), after the killing of its ferocious commander, Malik
Ishaq, had also forged an undeclared alliance with IS. The common ground
for LeJ and IS is their anti-Shiite agenda. After space for the LeJ was
squeezed inside Pakistan due to effective state action against the group,
it naturally moved closer to IS. IS considers its Khurasan chapter extremely
important mainly in order to raise recruits for its Middle Eastern war theatre.
After experiencing reverses in both Iraq and Syria, where it occupied vast
tracts of territories, the IS is also considering its Khurasan chapter not only
important for recruits but also for future sanctuaries as Al Qaeda got in
1990s. Here it must be mentioned that as a group the TTP has so far resisted from joining ranks with IS and, in fact, on one occasion its leadership
distanced itself from IS raising questions on the strategy of IS of killing
Muslims.
The kidnapping of Chinese who were teaching Chinese in Quetta apparently by IS, is extremely unfortunate. Because at a time when work is
producing on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) such an incident is profoundly meaningful. To date, terrorist and militant organizations
whether the TTP, Al Qaeda or any of their foreign and local affiliate(s),
have not claimed or vowed to attack CPEC projects and personnel engaged in work on these projects. Although according to the Pakistani Interior Ministry, the two Chinese were in Quetta not to teach their national
language as part of the CPEC, under which Beijing has sent many Chinese
language teachers to Pakistan. Rather, according to the Interior Ministry,
the two Chinese nationals were Christian missionaries, who were engaged
in the preaching of Christianity. This has again made the situation very
complex and raises many questions. How, from a Communist state and
Buddhist-dominated society, could Christian missionaries come to Pakistan and preach their religion? Then, why did these Christians choose to
preach their religion in one of the most dangerous areas of Pakistan,
Quetta. More importantly, who gave them permission to preach Christianity
in Pakistan, where the state religion in Islam and there is a conventional
restriction on non-Muslim missionaries. Even if the Chinese were preaching Christianity secretly, then why could our security agencies not track
them and deport them? Our security agencies could only come to know
about the Chinese once they were abducted? This is really surreal!
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Irrespective of official claims, there is a connection between the abduction of a Chinese couple and CPEC. Mainly, it has been the Pashtun and
Baloch nationalists in Pakistan and their groups who have been raising issues regarding the CPEC. Traditionally, they have had strong linkages with
Islamabad’s arch-rival India, and the latter has been using these militant
groups to create problems in Pakistan. The revelation that IS in Pakistan,
whose headquarters was destroyed in Mastung, was led by a Baloch , Ejaz
Bangulzai, is very surprising. Because there has been virtually no presence of ethnic Baloch within the religious-oriented militant and terrorist
groups operating in Pakistan which have been dominated by Pashtuns
and Punjabis. Most of the Baloch have been part of non-religious separatist militant terrorist groups like the Baloch Republican Army,and the
Baloch Liberation Front; these groups never espoused an Islamist agenda.
Against this backdrop, it is not difficult to conclude that Bangulzai must
have received support and funding from India and Afghanistan, both of
which are vehemently against the CPEC, as they do not want to give Pakistan any leverage to attain economic stability. Bangulzai and other Baloch
nationalists like him may be using the IS name to obtain the funding and
support to create unrest in Pakistan and take forward the separatist
agenda of the nationalists and creating obstacles to CPEC. Here it is important to note that already an Iranian Baloch nationalist and Sunni sectarian group, Jundullah, founded by Abdul Malik Regi, struggling to
separate Baloch and Sunni-dominated Sistan-Balochistan province of Iran
to create and independent Baloch state, used religion as its foundational
and operational agenda. Pakistani Baloch separatist militant and sectarian
groups failing to get a separate state after decades of struggle with support
from India and Afghanistan, may now want to join hands with Jundullah or
follow it seeing the latter’s strategy more viable and workable. But Baloch
separatists group and individuals would like to use a religious façade only
to create problems for CPEC.
It is also important to note that groups like the TTP, Al Qaeda or sectarian groups like LeJ have never been strong in Baloch-dominant parts of
Balochistan or, for that matter, Balochistan overall. This context facilitates
one’s comprehension as to why the IS or the LeJ want to create their network in Balochistan and not in the remote and relatively more mountainous
and inaccessible FATA. They must have been provided sanctuaries by
Baloch nationalists in the province to create optimum problems for the Pakistani state and its security forces, aiming to make CPEC a failure. Noticeably, Mastung has been a stronghold of the Baloch separatist BRA and the
unearthing of the IS network there proves the viability of our contention of
the Baloch nationalists inviting IS to create maximum trouble for Pakistan.
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Imperialism

New American
strategy in
Afghanistan
Raza Khan

As United States President Donald Trump’s Administration is carving
out a new strategy in Afghanistan, the bad news is that the Islamic State
(IS) terrorists in the country have captured the strategic mountains of Tora
Bora on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border. According to the new American
strategy in Afghanistan there is going to be an increase in the number of
United States as well as NATO troops there. Although there is no mention
of the level of the troop increase, but it is going to be significant in terms
of what Washington already has in the war-ravaged country. Presently, the
US has around 8,000 troops who are mainly providing crucial support to
over 300, 000 Afghanistan National Security Forces (ANSF) to fight the
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Taliban.
Whether the new American strategy in Afghanistan, focusing on raising
the troop level there, would work or not, is a question that only time will
tell. However, if the past is any guide, then this strategy will not achieve
the desired results—defeating the Taliban. What is of more concern is that
President Trump has given carte blanche to his Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis to come up with a new strategy for Afghanistan. This is quite dangerous because, historically, the Defense Department of the US, whenever
given the authority to deal with a crisis and conflict in a country has mostly
failed. Because the department’s strategy mainly has been to focus on de-

July 1-15, 2017

feating the enemy militarily. In Afghanistan the US and its allies along with
hundreds of thousand of ill-disciplined and poorly-trained ANSF personnel
have failed to defeat a few thousands of the Taliban because they could
not understand the dynamics of the conflict. The Taliban insurgency has
sustained itself in Afghanistan, because the Taliban have had the strong
support of the people, particularly in the Pashtun-dominated regions of the
country in the central, south and west of Afghanistan. The International
Security and Assistance Forces in Afghanistan (ISAF) since their deployment in the country in 2001 reaching a peak of 140,000 men after the Taliban regime was defeated and ousted from power in Kabul by the
Washington-led blitzkrieg, could not trounce the Taliban, primarily because
they could not put in place a viable political system in the country.
Another very important factor which has prevented the US-led Western
forces to establish a viable presence in Afghanistan has been the failure
of the successive Afghan presidents and their administrations to deliver
the much-needed social services and social requirements. For instance,
both the former president, Hamid Karzai and incumbent head of state,
Ashraf Ghani, could not lay down the foundation of a modern and sustainable economic system and institutions in Afghanistan let alone giving economic stability to Afghanistan. This is despite the fact that Ashraf Ghani is
an economist by profession, whereas Hamid Karzai’s family has a chain
of restaurants in the US besides other numerous businesses.
While US Defense Secretary Mattis has announced that the new
Afghanistan strategy would be delivered by mid-July, a very disturbing development has taken place in Afghanistan. Of late, IS has captured the
strategic heights of the Tora Bora mountains on the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border. These are the same mountain heights in which Al Qaeda founder,
Osama bin Laden, took cover after the dislodging of the Taliban regime by
the US-led NATO forces in 2001. The Tora Bora heights are extremely inaccessible and remote and cannot be reached through normal logistic operations. It is important to note that IS had made first the Achin district of
Nangarhar province as their operational base in Afghanistan. After the base
was obliterated by the dropping of the mother-of-all-bombs or the biggest
non-nuclear bomb of the world by the US forces on the bases of IS in Achin,
it has made Tora Bora its new base. It means that the dropping of even
such a huge bomb by the US could not neutralize the IS threat in
Afghanistan. This raises serious question on the capacity and capability of
the ANSF and the strategy of the US. Here there seems something fishy.
The reports of Afghan National Directorate of Security (NDS) support to IS
have been making the rounds and there seems a lot of substance in these
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reports. The NDS has been desirous of pitting IS against the Afghan Taliban
and there have been bloody clashes between the two groups resulting in
killing of dozens of militants from both side. The NDS has also been wishing
to use IS to create trouble in Pakistan in the manner in which it and the rest
of the Afghan government alleges Islamabad has been using the Taliban
to foment trouble in Afghanistan. By doing so, the NDS has been playing
with fire and it could not count the cost of its misadventure as, in the final
analysis, the support to IS would create disasterous blowback.
On its part, the moving of IS in Afghanistan to Tora Bora is disturbing
for Pakistan, as from there the next destination for it would be the Khyber
Agency of FATA. The Tora Bora heights adjoins the remote Tirah Valley in
the Khyber Agency of FATA in Pakistan. Now if there would be more pressure from US forces on IS in Afghanistan, they would infiltrate into Pakistan. Although Pakistan security forces have tried to make foolproof
arrangements to stop the cross-border infiltration of terrorists and militants,
nevertheless keeping in view the porous nature of the border the IS terrorists could always sneak into Pakistan and create trouble. Here it must
be mentioned that Pakistan security forces, although, have cleansed the
entire FATA including North Waziristan, once the biggest terrorist redoubt,
of Taliban, Al Qaeda and their local and foreign affiliates. However, there
is only one area, Rajgal valley, in remote Khyber Agency near Tora Bora
where the remnants of these groups have acquired new sanctuaries. Operations are ongoing against the terrorists. But if somehow the IS militants
in Tora Bora are able to join hands with the TTP in Rajgal it could be disastrous.
Pakistani security forces must keep this in perspective while launching
operations against the militants in the Khyber Agency and also carrying
out border management over the Durand Line. This whole situation once
again reinforces the importance of the border management on the Durand
Line. The US must also take into consideration, the support, rather the
connivance, of the Afghan NDS with IS while preparing their new strategy
in Afghanistan. Because, Afghan Taliban, according to even the NATO allies of the US, are a political force and there must be a dialogue with the
group. But the more serious threat in Afghanistan is the rising IS, perhaps
it is due to the fact that the US forces used the mother of all bombs which
has not been used against the Taliban ever. With President Trump in the
saddle it could be a possibility now.
The new US strategy in Afghanistan would be of critical importance
and hopefully it would be formulated keeping in view the lesson learnt from
the longest-ever US engagement in a foreign conflict.
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Education

Punjab cuts
education
budget yet again
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Pakistan Muslim League-N government in the Punjab province has always
been making tall claims about giving education top priority and enhancing
the literacy rate in the province, but it is not reflected in the provincial government’s budgetary allocations. The allocations for the sector have been
cut in the current financial year (2017-18) also, as in the previous one.
A brief analysis of the budget for education has been conducted by the
education initiative, Alif Ailaan, which shows that allocation for education
during the fiscal year 2017-18 is Rs. 345 billion (17.5% of the total budgetary allocations), which is one per cent less than the allocations made in the
financial year 2016-17.
Last year (2016-17), the finance bill presented in the Punjab Assembly
showed that in its ninth consecutive budget, the PML-N’s provincial government allocated Rs. 323 billion for education, which was 19% of the total
budget of Rs. 1,681 billion. The budget documents stated that the education
budget was 58% of the total annual development programme (ADP), allocated for the year. During the financial year 2015-16, it was 77% of the total
ADP, hence 19% reduction in the allocation.And this year too, the budgetary
allocations have been reduced by 1%, compared with the last financial year.

In higher education, the maximum allocation, Rs. 5 billion, has
been recorded for the Punjab Educational Endowment Fund
(PEEF), while Rs. 500 million has
been given each for Punjab
Higher Education Commission
(PHEC) and Lahore Knowledge
Park/ Information Technology
University Punjab (ITUP).
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However, the budget documents for year 2017-18 claimed that with an
overall allocation of Rs. 345 billion, including the development and non-development budget, the provincial government increased the allocation by
nine per cent. Of this, Rs. 82.6 billion has been earmarked under the Annual
Development Programme (ADP) 2017-18, with the claim of an increase of
11% compared with the previous fiscal year on the development side.The
development budget is further sub-divided into two parts, i.e. development
revenue and development capital, which share the budget in the ratio of
18% and 82%, respectively. Under the development head, a maximum allocation of Rs. 53.3 billion has been set aside for the School Education Department, followed by Rs. 18 billion for higher education. Out of allocations
for the SED, Rs. 17.7 billion would be spent on new schemes. The prominent new schemes include a “School Meal Programme”, provision of security cover in schools, up-gradation of primary and elementary schools,
provision of missing facilities, provision of IT labs, teachers training programme, strengthening of District Education Authorities (DEAs) across
Punjab and introduction of early childhood education (ECE) in 5,000 primary schools.
For Literacy and Non-Formal Basic Education, the provincial government allocated Rs. 1.6 billion development budget. Out of it, the government would spend only Rs. 44 million on new schemes, while the remaining
chunk would be spent on the ongoing schemes. The new schemes include
the Project for Supporting Non-Formal Education, under which the department would collect recommendations from district-level stakeholders including non-governmental organisations (NGOs), community-based
organisations (CBOs) and educationists, working in the Non-Formal Basic
Education and Adult Literacy sectors.Over one billion rupees have been
set aside for special education. Almost half of the development budget of
Rs. 1.06 billion for the sector, Rs. 522 million would be spent on new
schemes and the rest on the ongoing schemes.
Some of the new schemes include establishment of Government Degree Colleges of Special Education at Rawalpindi and Faisalabad. One of
the new initiatives also includes public-private partnership. Another new initiative includes establishment of four Secondary Schools of Special Education for Hearing Impaired Girls at districts Bahawalpur, Gujrat, Sahiwal
and Khanewal.The budget for sports and youth affairs in the current fiscal
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year stood at eight billion rupees.
Within the school education budget, the highest allocation – Rs. 16 billion – went to the Punjab Education Foundation (PEF).the Public School
Support Programme (PSSP) received Rs. 7 billion, while Daanish Schools
and Centre for Excellence Authority got Rs. 3 billion. Eight new Daanish
schools will also be established, four each for girls and boys.
The district education budget has been enhanced to Rs. 230,000 million
for 2017-18. This indicates an increase of more than 28% over 2016-17.
The Punjab provincial government has also devised separate sets of rules
and procedures for district budgeting. The local government’s law envisages
formation of District Education Authorities (DEAs) to monitor education service delivery in the districts, with administrative and financial autonomy to develop and implement their own financial plans independently.
The government is establishing the DEAs with an amount of Rs. 230
billion, which is 66.6% of the education budget. However, the modus
operandi for working of the DEAs is yet to be devised, and their composition, funds distribution, local government’s involvement in decision-making
etc., are the questions that need to be answered yet.However, educationists
believe that formation of DEAs would be useless without capacity building
of the heads of the new bodies. Mostly, such bodies fail to deliver as either
they are not released funds to carry on their plans or they themselves fail
to acquire and utilise the funding due to their capacity issues.
However, the district component of the education budget is not part of
the education department’s budget, but is included in each district's share
as determined under the Provincial Finance Commission (PFC) Award.
It is very important that the federal government increases the education
budget to 4% of gross domestic product (GDP) first; only then the federating
units would be able to increase their allocations by 4%, as promised by the
PML-N almost nine years ago.The 2017-18 budget of provincial component
has been slashed by 31% and development (revenue) budget decreased
by 3% over 2016-17. Budget estimates, apparently part of the provincial
budget, has been allotted to the districts, as their budget has increased
considerably. The provincial component has been decreased by 11%,
whereas the total budget allocation has increased from Rs. 312,800 million
to Rs. 345,000 million, showing an overall increase of 10.29%.
The provincial component of Rs. 119,136 million is split between current
and development portions in the ratio of 37% and 63%, respectively.
The overall education budget during the last four years, from 2014-15 to
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2017-18, has steadily been increased from Rs. 282,000 million to Rs.
345,000 million in 2017-18, with an allocation for pre- and primary education,
decreasing by 8% and for secondary education by 23% over 2016-17. The
overall share of the provincial education budget is 21%, which shows a decline of one per cent, compared with the previous year. (22% in 2016-17).
In higher education, the maximum allocation, Rs. 5 billion, has been
recorded for the Punjab Educational Endowment Fund (PEEF), while Rs.
500 million has been given each for Punjab Higher Education Commission
(PHEC) and Lahore Knowledge Park/ Information Technology University
Punjab (ITUP).
Out of total Rs. 18 billion, the Higher Education Department would receive Rs 5.8 billion, which would be spent on new schemes including establishment of Leadership and Faculty Development Academy, community
colleges in Punjab, strengthening of PHEC and establishment of new universities and sub-campuses of the universities.Separately, Rs. 1.7 billion
has been allocated for Technical Education and Vocational Training Authority (Tevta) and Rs. 1.8 billion for Punjab Vocational Training Council (PVTC).
These allocations, though related to education, are not reflected in the education budget, but in budgetary allocations for the Industries, Commerce
and Investment Department.
Apparently, the Punjab provincial government has tried to balance developmental and education expenses, yet the promise of making education
an important component of the PML-N government priorities doesn’t seem
being fulfilled, at least for the current fiscal year.
Another important factor is enhancing the literacy rate in the province.
But it is a matter of concern for all related with the education sector that
during the past years, the literacy rate has gone done instead of showing
any upward trends, according to Alif Ailaan annual surveys.
According to official data, the literacy rate in the country saw an annual
drop of 2.0 per cent to 58 per cent during fiscal year 2015-16 — a level last
seen in FY2013-14 when the current PML-N government came into power.
The decline in the literacy rate has been witnessed in Sindh, Balochistan
and Punjab, while it remained stagnant in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP).
There’s no use of billions of rupee allocations for the sector in the annual
budgetary papers if we see the net result in the form of reduction in literacy
rates, with each passing year. The PML-N government had previously resolved to increase school enrolment to 100%; however, no timeframe had
ever been given by it in black and white.
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The Apex Court —
only hope in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

Many things, good and bad, are happening simultaneously in Pakistan. One
good thing, which has occurred in Pakistan, is that Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif has appeared before the Panama Papers Joint Investigation Team
(JIT) probing his family’s alleged corruption on 15th June. After a nearly twohour-long appearance before the JIT, the PM Nawaz Sharif said, "My financial
documents are already available with all relevant institutions including the
Supreme Court. Today, however, I submitted them to the JIT as well."…"I
have put myself and my family up for trial and provided the details of financial
transactions made even before my own birth," the prime minister said.
He added: "My opponents have levied charges of corruption against me.
However, neither in the past, nor in the present, have any charges of corruption been proved against me and my family."
"However, people should not forget that there will also be a larger JIT
next year comprising 200 million people and they will decide who has
worked for the betterment of the country," the premier said in an apparent
warning to his opponents about the upcoming 2018 General Election...."I
came here today because we are all equally accountable to the institutions,"
he said.
No doubt, by appearing before the JIT, the PM Sharif has shown some
respect to the country’s law. He has also gained some political popularity
among his party workers and supporters. The PML-N’s many political leaders are saying that after appearing before the JIT the PM has written a new
history in Pakistan. Maryam Nawaz has said the day has created history in
Pakistan. In a tweet, Maryam Nawaz said, “The day creates history and sets
a much required and welcome precedent for others to emulate.” Many progovernment talk-show hosts, journalists and media houses are also praising
the PM’s act. While, on the other hand, the PTI leader Imran Khan, the PPP,
the JI along with many anti-Nawaz Sharif talk-show hosts, journalists and
intellectuals are slamming the prime minister for refusing to resign after facing such grave corruption charges and appearing before the JIT in a criminal
investigation.
It is a proven fact that Nawaz Sharif and his family are corrupt. After plundering the country and its poor people, Sharif family have bought many flats,
established many business empires in the UK, Saudi Arabia and many other
countries of the world. The ICIJ, the guardian and the BBC have already exposed the mega corruption of Nawaz Sharif and his family. Even the SC has
given its verdict against Nawaz Sharif in the Asghar Khan case. Nawaz
Sharif has himself confessed that he has taken money from the ISI and

20

All the aforementioned developments clearly manifest that the
Nawaz Sharif, his family and the
federal government are in a very
precarious situation. Times have
changed now. Due to the powerful Supreme Court, vibrant electronic, print and social media and
changed international realities,
Nawaz Sharif is not in a position
to launch a physical attack on the
SC and JIT’s members.
Osama bin Laden. He has introduced Changha Mangha culture in Pakistan.
He and his government have also attacked the Supreme Court. The Model
Town tragedy has happened during the present PML-N government in Punjab. The Supreme Court has also termed Nawaz Sharif as “godfather” who
has made all the institutions of the state weak, submissive and corrupt just
for protecting his own corrupt rule. These are established facts but, in spite
of all these criminal activities and charges, Nawaz Sharif and his family are
ruling the country and not willing to accept their corruption.
In fact, Nawaz Sharif has lost his moral authority to rule but the PML-N
and its leadership have no concern with the question of morality. The PM is
not willing to resign.
The entire world knows that the Panama Papers consist of 11 million
documents, which the reporters of 100 media organisations in 80 countries
have collected after very hard work. These papers have exposed 2, 15,000
offshore entities. Nawaz Sharif family is one of them. But the PM Nawaz
Sharif is not accepting that the ICIJ has exposed his corruption. Rather he
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is blaming the PTI and other opposition parties for hatching conspiracy
against him. This is a real Machiavellianism - a devilish stroke to divert the
blame and attention of the people. Nawaz Sharif has proved himself a real
Machiavellian Prince who can do everything, even put the national security
at risk (classic example of the Dawn Leaks can be given in this case) for
sustaining and protecting his rule.
According to the reports, although the PM, his two sons Hassan Nawaz
and Hussain Nawaz and brother the CM Punjab Shahbaz Sharif have appeared before the JIT, they have not cooperated with the JIT fully in answering the questions. They are fully aware that the JIT investigation is going
against them. So, the Sharif family and the PML-N are trying their utmost to
halt the process of the JIT’s investigation. To achieve this target, they are
not only threatening the JIT members and their families but also trying to
make it controversial by uttering very abusive sentences against the JIT.
“The JIT is like a butcher’s shop”, one PML-N leader says. “If JIT can’t stop
leakage of a screen shot of PM’s son, how will it provide justice.” “We are
being politically victimized and I am saying from day-1 that this JIT is either
biased against us or incompetent,” stated Talal Choudhry. Punjab’s Law Minister Rana Sanna ullah even threatened a street agitation and promised to
lead it. Daniyal Aziz, Dr Fazal, Kirmani, Nihal Hashmi and some ladies are
also talking openly against the JIT and its members. Senator Nehal Hashmi,
in a video clip, which went viral on social media, had threatened the JIT and
SC in these words: "Listen! You ask son of Nawaz Sharif to submit his account details. Who are you to seek his account details? We are the workers
of Nawaz Sharif. We will make an example of those who are trying to hold
him accountable."
On the other hand, the JIT has told the Supreme Court that all the government institutions including the IB, FIA, FBR, SECP etc are not cooperating with the JIT. These institutiobs are also changing the record of the Sharif
family. After listening these threats and seeing these negative activities of
the PML-N leaders and its government, the Supreme Court has compared
the federal government to the notorious Sicilian Mafia of Italy. It says that
government has, apparently, joined the ranks of terrorists. The Apex Court
said on 20th June , “the federal government seems focused on influencing
public opinion through the media rather than presenting a solid case on its
apprehensions regarding the Panamagate probe in court”.
Lending his voice on the issue, Justice Azmat Saeed commented that if
one was to go by the day's newspapers, it would appear that the Attorney
General's services were no longer required.
"The media seems to have already handed out the verdict on channels
and newspapers," he remarked. "Reports suggest that the government is
getting [such reports] published itself."
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"[Nonetheless,] media reports cannot influence the court and we know
what needs to be done," he continued. "We are not as immature as to not
understand what is happening here," he concluded.
All the aforementioned developments clearly manifest that the Nawaz
Sharif, his family and the federal government are in a very precarious situation.
Times have changed now. Due to the powerful Supreme Court, vibrant electronic, print and social media and changed international realities, Nawaz Sharif
is not in a position to launch a physical attack on the SC and JIT’s members.
After Eid, Nawaz Sharif will try to survive till general election in 2018.
While, the PTI and other opposition parties will try to see Nawaz Sharif behind the bar in corruption charges. The Supreme Court will give its final decision after receiving the JIT report.
Shaheen Sehbai has very aptly said: “One thing is clear If Sharif goes
down, the entire Sharif family, his government and the PML-N’s house of
cards will go down with him”. So, very interesting times are coming.
On the other hand, Pakistani society, no doubt, has become an insane
and cruel society, where evil and dark forces are trying their utmost to defeat
and kill all the forces of goodness, truth, virtue, tenderness and love. Even
many well-educated and professional people have become callous, immoral,
extremists and bigot. On June 1, a sanitary worker Irfan who “fell unconscious while cleaning a drain lost his life after doctors at Civil Hospital
Umerkot refused to treat him until his body was washed”. It is said that one
of the doctors refused to attend the Irfan because he was observing fast. In
his eyes, if he touches the dirty body to save the life of a human being, his
fast will be broken. Misunderstanding and misusing of the religion is the real
tragedy of Pakistan. Even, well-educated doctors don’t know that Islam says
who saves the life of one person saves the lives of all human beings. In another case, Baksheesh Elahi, a journalist and the editor of K2 – an Urdu publication from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) was killed by unknown attackers. It
is yet another attack against the auspicious profession of journalism and free
speech in Pakistan. He is not the only one. Pakistan has already been declared the fourth most dangerous country in the world for journalists in 2016.
A week ago, another Journalist Rana Tanveer from the Express Tribune “was
run over by a car after he was repeatedly threatened. His crime – report on
issues of minorities, the Ahmadiyya community in particular”. In another
case, “two minors died in the Hazro area of Attock district after their mother
threw them and a sibling into a 30-foot deep well before jumping in herself
in an apparent bid at suicide. Saeeda Bibi was reportedly agitated for not
being able to buy her children new clothes for Eid”. All these tragic news
manifest that Pakistan is becoming more and more instable. Now, only the
Supreme Court can save the country from failure and instability by bringing
all the culprits of corruption to book. There is no other hope.
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Home

Quick ways to a sparkling home
By Ayesha Khan
Go green by using eco-friendly ingredients to concoct cleaning potions, here are a few cleaning
hacks that produce sparkling results.
Hack #1:Citrus- Vinegar Spray For Spiffing
Surfaces
You'll Need:
Distilled White Vinegar (64-ounce)
One Orange
Three Lemons
Jar
Spray Bottle
Not your average spiffing up spray, but can be used
everywhere.You can also use it for cleaning smudges,
for wiping down countertops, for mirrors and windows,
and also for de-gunking greasy stovetops.
How To:
first peel the very outer layer of the citrus and put the
pieces into a jar — the peels should ideally fill half
the jar. Fill the rest of it with white vinegar to infuse
the oils from the peels into the vinegar. Transfer it to
a spray bottle after four or five days, spritz as necessary, and then wipe down any home surface that
needs a little spiffing up.
Hack #2: Micro
You'll Need:
Heinz Distilled White Vinegar (64-ounce)
Paper Towels
One Lemon
How to:
Grab a microwave-safe bowl from your and fill it
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with 1/2 cup of water, 1/4 cup of white vinegar, and
the juice of one lemon (to absorb the smells). Place it
inside your microwave, and let it run for three minutes.
After the timer goes off, wait a few minutes before
opening the door and removing the hot bowl. Then,
grab a paper towel and wipe up the loosened gunk
from all sides of the microwave, including the door.
Hack #3: Stainless Wood Cutting Board
You'll Need:
Pure Baking Soda (2-pound)
One Lemon
Salt (3-pound)
How to:
For dull or stained wooden cutting boards, this
easy scrub helps restore their rich colour.Sprinkle 1
teaspoon of salt and 1 teaspoon of baking soda
across your cutting board, in a light layer. Rub a
halved lemon until it lifts the stains. Rinse off the
board and pat dry.Great way to sanitise the board
and get rid of germs as well.
Hack #4: Polish Stainless Steel Sink
Restore shine to a lifeless sink, stainless-steel
fridges and stovetop ranges as an alternative to
chemical cleaners.
You’ll Need:
One heaped tablespoon of baking soda
Two Lemons juiced
How To:
Combine thebaking soda and the lemon juice in
a bowl to form a paste. Dip a paper towel or sponge

into thepaste, scrub the water spots and gunk off of
the walls and bottom of your stainless steel sink.
Rinse the sink down once you've gotten the whole
thing good and pasty.
Hack #5: Use a Vinegar Towel Soak for a
Sparkling Faucet
You'll Need:
Distilled White Vinegar (64-ounce)
Kitchen Paper Towels
How To:
This one hack is simple and super-effective for
restoring the luster to a faded faucet.Just soak three
or four kitchen paper towels in white vinegar, and
wrap them around your entire faucet. Unwrap after
two or three minutes. Wipe it dry with a clean paper
towel to reveal a shiny faucet! Alternatively, you can
also use the citrus vinegar spray to wipe spots off
with a cloth or paper towel.
Hack #6: Streak-free Tub With Citrus
You'll Need:
Salt (3 lb)
One Grapefruit
Baking Soda
How To:
A great alternative to more powerful household
cleaners is taking half a grapefruit, sprinkling it with
salt, and scrubbing the walls of the tub. Tougher
stains may require a little bit of baking soda (and
some serious scrubbing), but light streaks should
dissolve easily to reveal a smooth finish.
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Music

How headphones changed the world
By: Derek Thompson

If you are reading this on a computer, there is an excellent chance that
you are wearing, or within arm's reach of, a pair of headphones or earbuds.
To visit a modern office place is to walk into a room with a dozen songs
playing simultaneously but to hear none of them. Up to half of younger
workers listen to music on their headphones, and the vast majority thinks
it makes us better at our jobs. In survey after survey, we report with confidence that music makes us happier, better at concentrating, and more productive.
The triumph of headphones is that they create, in a public space, an
oasis of privacy
Science says we're full of it. Listening to music hurts our ability to recall
other stimuli, and any pop song -- loud or soft -- reduces overall performance for both extraverts and introverts. A Taiwanese study linked music
with lyrics to lower scores on concentration tests for college students, and
other research have shown music with words scrambles our brains' verbal-processing skills. "As silence had the best overall performance it would
still be advisable that people work in silence," one report dryly concluded.
If headphones are so bad for productivity, why do so many people at
work have headphones?There is an economic answer: The United States
has moved from a farming/manufacturing economy to a service economy,
and more jobs "demand higher levels of concentration, reflection and creativity." This leads to a logistical answer: With 70 percent of office workers
in cubicles or open work spaces, it's more important to create one's own
cocoon of sound. That brings us to a psychological answer: There is evidence that music relaxes our muscles, improves our mood, and can
even moderately reduce blood pressure, heart rate, and anxiety.
What music steals in acute concentration, it returns to us in
the form of good vibes.
That brings us finally to our final cultural answer: Headphones give us absolute control over our audio-environment, allowing us to privatize our public spaces. This is
an important development for dense office environments
in a service economy. But it also represents nothing less
than a fundamental shift in humans' basic relationship to
music.
A SHORT HISTORY OF PRIVATE MUSIC
In 1910, the Radio Division of the U.S. Navy received a
freak letter from Salt Lake City written in purple ink on blueand-pink paper. Whoever opened the envelope probably
wasn't expecting to read the next Thomas
Edison. But the invention contained within represented
the apotheosis of
one of Edison's more famous, and
incomplete, discoveries: the creation of sound from electrical signals.
The author of the violet-ink note, an eccentric Utah tinkerer
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named Nathaniel Baldwin, made an astonishing claim that he had built in
his kitchen a new kind of headset that could amplify sound. The military
asked for a sound test. They were blown away. Naval radio officers clamored for the "comfortable, efficient headset" on the brink of World War I.
And so, the modern headphone was born.
The purpose of the headphone is to concentrate a quiet and private
sound in the ear of the listener. This is a radical departure from music's
social purpose in history. "Music together with dance co-evolved biologically and culturally to serve as a technology of social bonding," Nils L.
Wallin and BjörnMerker wrote in The Origins of Music. Songs don't leave
behind fossils, but evidence of musical notation dates back to at least
Sumeria. In 1995, archaeologists discovered a bone flute in southern Europe estimated to be 44,000 years old.
The 20th century did a number on music technology. Radio made music
transmittable. Cars made music mobile. Speakers made music big, and
silicon chips made music small. But headphones might represent the most
important inflection point in music history.
If music evolved as a social glue for the species -- as a way to make
groups and keep them together -- headphones allow music to be enjoyed
friendlessly -- as a way to savor our privacy, in heightened solitude. In the
1950s, John C. Koss invented a set
of stereo headphones "designed explicitly for
personal music
consump-

tion,"
Virginia
Heffernan
reported for
the New York
Times. "In that
decade, according to
KeirKeightley, a professor of media studies at the
University of Western Ontario, middle-class men
began shutting out their families with giant headphones
and hi-fi equipment." Headphones did for music what
writing and literacy did for
language. They made it private.
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Nutrition

Design your dream diet
By Ayesha Khan

A dream diet has lots of variety so meals and snacks never get boring.
And it has plenty of treats too! A day to cheat a little? Sure, why not?!
Follow this easy plan with plenty of meal choices for a month and
enjoy real food (not just rice cakes and cottage cheese) and your favorite treats. The trick is to have smaller portions, more protein and
healthier carbs. Just mix and match one breakfast, lunch and dinner
plus two treats for six days of the week. Then, on day seven, indulge
with a cheat day!
BREAKFAST (300 CALORIES PER SERVING)
1.Peanut butter and apple quesadilla: 8" whole-wheat tortilla + 1 Tbsp
peanut butter + 1 sliced apple
2. Apricot ricotta breakfast sundae:1 cup nonfat ricotta cheese + pinch
nutmeg + ½ tsp agave nectar + 4 chopped apricots
3. Turkey and scrambled egg bagel:1 egg scrambled in 1 tsp oil; 1
whole-wheat bagel thin; 1 turkey sausage link; 6 oz low-sodium vegetable juice
4.Strawberry French toast: 1 slice whole-wheat bread dipped in 1
beaten egg and cooked in 1 tsp butter + 1 cup sliced strawberries
5. Toasted oat cereal with nuts:1 cup toasted oat cereal + 1 cup 1%
milk or soy milk + 2 Tbsp tart dried cherries + 1 Tbsp chopped walnuts
6. Egg sandwich: 1 whole-wheat English muffin + 1 egg fried in 1 tsp
olive oil + 1 oz Canadian sausage (about 2 slices) + 1-2 slices tomato
7.Bran flakes and blueberries: 1 cup bran flakes + 1 cup 1% milk or
soy milk + ¾ cup blueberries
8.Maple almond oatmeal:1 cup cooked oatmeal + 1 Tbsp almond butter + 2 tsp maple syrup
9. Smoked salmon roll-up: 8" whole-wheat tortilla + 1 Tbsp whipped
cream cheese + 1½ oz smoked salmon + 1 sliced scallion
10. Smoothie: 1 cup nonfat plain yogurt blended with 1 cup frozen
peaches + ½ cup calcium-fortified orange juice + ½ banana + 1 Tbsp
ground flaxseed + pinch nutmeg
11. Greek yogurt: 8 oz nonfat plain Greek yogurt + 1 tsp honey + 3
Tbsp sliced almonds
LUNCH/ DINNER (400 CALORIES PER SERVING)
1. Veggie Burger: Veggie burger + 1-oz slice Monterey Jack cheese +
1 Tbsp barbecue sauce + lettuce and tomato + whole-wheat hamburger bun; 1 cup watermelon cubes
2. Turkey-bacon-avocado pita: 2 oz deli turkey + 2 pieces of thinly
sliced avocado + 1 slice bacon + 1 Tbsp honey mustard + lettuce and
tomato + 6" whole-wheat pita; 1 nectarine
3. Blue cheese chicken pita: ½ cup shredded skinless rotisserie
chicken breast + ½ cup shredded romaine lettuce + ¼ cup sliced celery + ½ cup shredded carrots + 1 Tbsp light blue cheese dressing +
6" whole-wheat pita; 1 peach
4. Turkey Swiss burger: 4 oz lean ground turkey patty + 1 thin slice
Swiss cheese + 1 Tbsp barbecue sauce + lettuce, tomato and onion
slices + whole-wheat hamburger bun; 1 cup cantaloupe cubes
5. Black bean-tomato soup: 1½ cups chilled tomato soup or low-
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sodium vegetable juice + 2 tsp red wine vinegar + ½ cup black beans
+ ½ cup corn niblets + ½ yellow bell pepper + 1 tomato + 2 Tbsp red
onion; 15 all-natural tortilla chips
6. Grilled shrimp Caesar: 3 cups romaine lettuce + 10 large grilled
shrimp + 2 Tbsp Caesar dressing + 1 Tbsp grated Parmesan; 12
whole-wheat pita chips
7. Pasta salad: 2 oz* whole-wheat penne pasta, cooked, then cooled
and refrigerated + 5 halved cherry tomatoes + 1 oz part-skim mozzarella, diced + ¼ diced yellow pepper + 2 Tbsp Italian vinaigrette
dressing + 2 fresh basil leaves, roughly chopped
8. Chicken Cheddar sandwich: 3 oz grilled chicken + 1-oz slice reduced-fat Cheddar + lettuce and tomato + 1 Tbsp light mayo + wholewheat sandwich thin; ¾ cup grapes
9. Mediterranean tuna wrap: 3 oz water-packed tuna + 3 chopped
Kalamata olives + 1 tsp capers + 2 Tbsp chopped onion + 1 tsp olive
oil + 1 tsp red wine vinegar + 8" whole-wheat tortilla; 1 apple
10. Couscous with chickpeas: ⅓ cup* whole-wheat couscous, cooked
+ ¾ cup chickpeas + ½ cup diced tomato + ½ cup diced cucumber +
1 Tbsp chopped fresh basil + 2 Tbsp crumbled feta
11. Cheese quesadilla: two 8" whole-wheat tortillas + ¼ cup reducedfat shredded Cheddar, cooked in nonfat cooking spray; ¼ cup salsa;
2 Tbsp nonfat plain Greek yogurt; 5 grape tomatoes
12. Roast beef horseradish sandwich: 2 slices rye bread + 2 oz lean
roast beef + 1 Tbsp reduced-fat canola mayo mixed with ¼ tsp horseradish + lettuce and tomato; ½ cup coleslaw
13. Asian spinach salad: 3 cups baby spinach + ½ cup skinless rotisserie chicken breast + ½ chopped apple + ¼ cup shelled edamame +
½ cup grated carrots + 2 Tbsp Asian vinaigrette
LUNCH/ DINNER(500 CALORIES PER SERVING)
1. 4 oz lean sirloin steak:4 oz lean sirloin steak, ½ baked potato with
2 Tbsp nonfat plain Greek yogurt; 2 cups mushrooms sautéed in 2 tsp
olive oil
2. Lemon pasta with salmon and asparagus: 2 oz grilled salmon + 2
oz whole-wheat penne, cooked and tossed with + 1 Tbsp olive oil + 2
Tbsp lemon juice + 1 clove garlic, sliced + 1 cup chopped asparagus
+ 1 Tbsp fresh basil
3. Mexican burrito bowl: ⅓ cup* brown rice, cooked + ½ cup pinto
beans + ½ cup grilled vegetables cooked with 2 spritzes of olive oil
cooking spray + ½ cup shredded lettuce + ¼ cup corn salsa + ¼ cup
guacamole
4. Italian tilapia: 6 oz tilapia baked with 1 cup canned diced tomatoes
+ 4 chopped green olives + 1 tsp olive oil + pinch Italian seasoning; ⅓
cup whole-wheat couscous, cooked
5. Chicken stir-fry: 4 oz boneless, skinless chicken breast strips + 2
cups broccoli florets + 1 sliced scallion + 2 tsp peanut oil; ½ cup brown
rice, cooked
6. Pasta with cannellini and feta: 2 oz whole-wheat pasta, cooked +
¾ cup cannellini beans + 1 cup chopped fresh tomatoes + 2 tsp olive
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oil + 1 Tbsp chopped fresh basil + 1 Tbsp crumbled feta
7. Spaghetti and meatballs: 2 oz whole-wheat spaghetti, cooked + 3
turkey meatballs (1 oz each) + ½ cup marinara sauce; 2 cups tossed
salad + 1 Tbsp Italian vinaigrette
8. Portobello burger parmigiana: 1 portobello mushroom cap, misted
lightly with olive oil spray and broiled or grilled + ¼ cup marinara
sauce + 1-oz slice part-skim mozzarella + fresh basil + whole-wheat
hamburger bun; ½ romaine lettuce heart + 1 large sliced tomato + 1
Tbsp balsamic vinaigrette
9. 5 oz tuna steak: ½ cup brown rice, cooked; 2 cups broccoli sautéed
in 1 tsp peanut oil
10. 1 cup summer chili: ¼ cup chopped onion + 2 oz lean ground
turkey breast sautéed in 1 tsp olive oil + ½ cup canned white beans +
½ cup corn niblets + ½ cup canned diced tomatoes + hot sauce to
taste; ½ cup brown rice, cooked
11. Pasta with chicken and spinach: 2 oz whole-wheat pasta (or mix
1 oz whole-wheat pasta with 1 oz regular), cooked + ½ cup shredded
skinless rotisserie chicken breast + 1 cup baby spinach + 1 clove garlic, sliced and sautéed in 1 Tbsp olive oil + 1 Tbsp Parmesan
12. BBQ Grill: 4 oz skinless chicken breast, then baste with 1 Tbsp
barbecue sauce; 1 ear corn; ½ cup potato salad

SNACKS, SWEETS AND TREATS!
150 CALORIES PER SERVING
•6-oz container 0% fat fruit-flavored Greek yogur •¾ tcup light chocolate ice cream •½ pear + two 1" Brie cubes
•Three 2½" cinnamon graham cracker
squares + 4 Tbsp nonfat ricotta •12 oznonfat latte; 1 Oreo
•1 hard-cooked egg sprinkled with celery salt;
ten 1" whole-grain crackers •½ banana + 1 Tbsp peanut butter •45 pistachios
•4 cups lowfat microwave popcorn tossed with 1 tsp cocoa + pinch chili
powder •1.14-oz bag of pretzel M&M's
•1 mini cinnamon raisin bagel + 1 Tbsp soy butter •½ cup soft-serve
vanilla frozen yogurt + 1 cup mixed berries
CHEAT DAY!
You've made smart choices six days in a row—now it's time to indulge a little. On the seventh day (or another day you choose), relax
the rules and do one of the following:
•Add a third treat or snack from the "Snacks, Sweets & Treats" list above.
•Follow the slim-down plan for breakfast and lunch, skip the snacks,
and eat whatever you want for dinner.
•Forgo the snacks and have dessert after dinner.
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I Got This: To Gold and Beyond
By Laurie Hernandez
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Gold medal-winning Olympic gymnast and Dancing
with the Stars champion Laurie Hernandez shares her
story in her own words in this debut book for fans of all
ages—with never-before-seen photos!
At sixteen years old, Laurie Hernandez has already
made many of her dreams come true—and yet it’s only
the beginning for this highly accomplished athlete. A
Latina Jersey girl, Laurie saw her life take a dramatic
turn last summer when she was chosen to be a part of
the 2016 US Olympic gymnastics team. After winning
gold in Rio as part of the Final Five, Laurie also earned
an individual silver medal for her performance on the
balance beam. Nicknamed “the Human Emoji” for her
wide-eyed and animated expressions, Laurie continued
to dance her way into everyone’s hearts while competing on the hit reality TV show Dancing with the Stars,
where she was the youngest-ever winner of the Mirrorball Trophy.
Poignant and funny, Laurie’s story is about growing
up with the dream of becoming an Olympian and what
it took to win gold. She talks about her loving family, her
rigorous training, her intense sacrifices, and her amazing triumphs. Be prepared to fall in love with and be
mesmerized by America’s newest sweetheart all over
again.
Hardcover, 240 pages
Published January 24th 2017, by HarperCollins
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Your View
A fabulous win

Saving dairy sector
I REGRET to say that the increasing import of milk and whey pow-

KUDOS to minnows Pakistan for their outstanding show

ders is slowly destroying the local dairy sector and contributing to

against a formidable Indian team. The contest saw the Pakista-

rural poverty and playing havoc with people’s health.

nis emerging as champions of the ICC Champions Trophy

The Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry

2017.

(FPCCI) estimated that the local dairy sector has become unattrac-

Isolated now for eight years and ranked eighth before the tour-

tive for investors and has resulted in falling milk production owing to

nament, the green shirts began their campaign as underdogs.

the closure of hundreds of farms.

Their humiliating loss against the Indians in their first clash of

Also, the EPCCI claimed that the local dairy sector has been going

the tournament dented and dashed the hopes of Pakistan;

down since 2013, owing to the import of milk powder which runs in

fans. Given this depressing scenario, their resounding victory

tens of millions.Hence, the government and authorities concerned

is, indeed, fabulous, to say the least.

should put out awareness advertisements and hold seminars to in-

In the words of Virat Kohli, who appeared to be gracious in de-

form the public about the difference between fresh milk and syn-

feat, ‘They outplayed us. They were more intense and passion-

thetic products which are damaging for our future generations.

ate on the day.”

M. Bakhtiyar Phullan
Turba

Hats off to Sarfaraz who faced a barrage of criticism after the
first clash. He kept his cool and led the team to victory against
all odds, giving a befitting reply to his detractors in the end.
Under his bold leadership, our boys played like a cohesive unit
and earned a glorious win for the country, making the entire na-

Unrestricted imports

tion proud. With his humble attitude and hard work in the field,
Sarfaraz has endeared himself.

IT is alarming that the export sector is in disarray while imports are
ballooning. A record trade deficit of $30bn has already occurred while
the full year figure will be much higher. Unfortunately, the economic
policies are designed by the rich for themselves.

Along with the Champions Trophy, Pakistan is taking back
home two finds in the shape of opener Fakhar Zaman and spirited bowler Hasan Ali, who received a golden ball for being the
best bowler.

The common man is totally ignored in the development model being
pursued. Pakistan has become a legalised free-trade zone for dumping foreign goods, destroying the local manufacturing capability and

Our cricketers proved to the world once again that we have
enormous potential and tremendous talent. Let us pray that
they build on this supreme performance.

agriculture. Fruits, cut-flowers, vegetables, chocolates, perfumes, cos-

Khadim Hussain Subhpoto

metics, juices, BMWs, Mercedes, Land Cruisers, latest electronic

Hyderabad

gadgets, etc., are being permitted for liberal import.
To support the massive volume of non-essential imports, expensive
foreign loans are being taken to satiate the appetite of the elite class
and this has led to foreign debt.
Huma Arif

Recycling water

Karach
PAKISTAN is one of the most water-stressed countries in
the world. Statistics show it has only 30 days of water, instead of 1,000 days for a country of our size. Shouldn’t this

Unrestricted imports

be our top priority?
Countries like Singapore, Australia and Namibia are using

THE Pakistan Railways’ introduction of an online reservation service

recycled water for drinking purposes. American states like

fulfils the people’s long-standing demand that the ticket purchase sys-

California and New Mexico are doing the same. Let’s begin

tem be modernised and made simple. This measure will be of great

with each industry recycling its own water, the agriculture

convenience to the people Hopefully the long queues of passengers

industry could do the same. We should not depend on rain

braving the weather for a ticket will become a part of the past. The rail-

only, let’s use the drain.

ways authorities should improve the train service.

Venu Advani
Abdul Zahir

Karachi

Jafarabad
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You need to take a break with the ones you
love. Residential moves are evident. Travel
will be in your best interest. Concern yourself
with legal matters and formulating contracts
rather than finalizing your objectives. Your
lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Your changing attitudes may be causing
concern for your partner. You should be
able to tie up loose ends this week. You can
mesmerize anyone you meet with your cultured attitude and outlook. Rely on yourself
and you will look good to superiors. Your
lucky day this week will be Thursday.

If you join intellectual or cultural groups, you
should meet individuals who stimulate you.
Depression may result if you don't get to do
things your own way. You can find out important information if you listen to friends and
relatives. Don't let others restrict you from
saying how you feel about family issues.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

You may find that your mate is well aware of
the circumstances. Your persuasive nature
will win the heart of someone you've had
your eye on. You'll find you're detail oriented
this week. You will learn a great deal about
yourself if you go somewhere secluded.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

You need to concentrate on solving existing
problems. Changes to your self image will
be to your benefit as long as you don't over
pay. You will have a problem sorting out your
true feelings when it comes to your relationship. Be prepared to take advantage of your
good fortune. Your lucky day this week will
be Thursday.

Get involved in activities that will bring you
knowledge about foreign land, philosophies, or cultures. You should be on the
road. You may need a good friend to lean
on. Your mate is going to want and need
some attention. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You are best to tuck your money away where
no one will be able to touch it, including yourself. Older family members may try to put unreasonable demands on you. Make plans to do
the things you enjoy. You can deal with large
institutions or government agencies successfully this week. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday.

This will not be the time to give too much to
your children. Remember; talk to them, not
at them. Outings with relatives or good
friends will provide you with stimulating conversation. Do not make rash decisions about
your personal life. Your lucky day this week
will be Wednesday.

Find a quiet spot where you can work diligently and stay out of the way. Pleasure trips
will be favorable and bring about possible romance. Social events will be rewarding.
Don't spend more than is necessary on
travel or friends. Your lucky day this week
will be Sunday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You will meet new romantic partners if you
get involved in seminars or travel. You may
not get your facts correct this week; doublecheck before making any statements. Jealous attitudes may lead you astray. Pleasure
trips will ease the tension between you and
your mate. Your lucky day this week will be
Monday.

Changes involving your domestic scene may
be unpleasant. You can ferret out secret information if you just listen to what others have to
say. Club memberships or donations could be
expensive and prove unnecessary. Don't be
shy to promote your own interests. Your lucky
day this week will be Sunday.

Travel will be enjoyable but could be expensive. You will be able to communicate well
this week. Do your best, but don't make too
many promises or you may exhaust yourself. You need to clear up some important
personal documents before the end of the
year. Your lucky day this week will be Friday.
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