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Law

The JIT
thunderbolt
Muhammad Zain

The final report of the joint investigation team (JIT) has found Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his three children guilty of holding assets beyond
their known sources of income, concealing assets and presenting forged
papers to the Supreme Court of Pakistan. It appears the prime minister
will not only be disqualified, but the whole family, except his wife, would
be jailed.
The JIT has obtained attested copies of documents from different countries, which will be impossible to reject at any forum. Documents attested
by the UEA government reveal that Nawaz Sharif had obtained a work visa
for Dubai and received salary even after becoming the Prime Minister of
Pakistan. He managed an offshore company, Capital FZE, from August 7,
2006, to April 20, 2014, but did not declare it in his income tax returns,
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wealth statements or nomination papers submitted to the Election Commission of Pakistan. During the period, he also received AED 10,000 (Rs
286,000) salary every month.
His son Hussain Nawaz informed the investigators he had set up the
offshore company to buy properties in the UAE, which was later dissolved
even though the purpose for which it was created never materialized. He
said no other family member was associated with the company. However,
contrary to the Sharif family’s documents and official claims, the company
remained functional until 2014. In this way, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
was still working for a foreign company when he was elected as the Prime
Minister of Pakistan in 2013. On the basis of his employment, he had obtained a work visa (Iqama) for Dubai from July 5, 2009, to June 4, 2015.
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The prime minister and his family also failed to produce information
confirming “known sources of income” which “is prima facie tantamount
to not being able to justify assets and the means of income”. The Sharif
family submitted selective documents, which lacked substance and the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) did not provide complete tax returns of
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar. Irregular movement of huge amounts was
found in the shape of loans and gifts from companies based in Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates to the prime minister and his Pakistan-based companies. “The role of offshore companies
is critically important, as six companies have been identified to be linked
with the Sharif family business in the UK. The companies are mainly used
for the inflow of funds into the UK-based companies, which not only acquired expensive properties in the UK from the funds but also revolve the
funds amongst their companies in the UK, the USA, the UAE and Pakistan,” it noted.
“Financial details of his companies, banks and his declaration in the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) prove that PM Nawaz Sharif is in possession of assets beyond known sources. He built assets and declared
them in the name of his children when there was no plausible source of
income of the prime minister or his children,” it observed. It also found that
after the Sharif family’s political rejuvenation in 2007-8, funds were shifted
from their UK and UAE empires to Pakistan in the forms of gifts in excess
of Rs880 million. “Substantial funds were transferred in the accounts of
the prime minister in the forms of gifts from his son Hussain Nawaz and
accounts of the Hill Metal Establishment (a leading steel company in Saudi
Arabia) taking advantage of tax exemption on foreign remittances.” The
report also points out that the prime minister in his tax return in 2013 had
claimed that he donated Rs100 million to his party and concealed the fact
that he received back Rs45 million from the party account before the close
of the financial year.
The JIT also rejected the prime minister’s claim that his business empire was based on the inherited money from his father who owned millions
of rupees in the 1970s. “A financial analysis of Mian Muhammad Sharif
does not substantiate his claim. An exorbitant hike in the build-up of his
tax returns is not commensurate with his growth which leads to the presumption that this empire is based on illegal monetary sources.” It also observed the assets of the prime minister’s sons had increased
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phenomenally in the early 1990s with no declared source of income, as it
was the period the Sharif family was part of the ruling elite. “This build-up
of assets was through irregular means and Hassan was used as a proxy
to build family assets.”
It also found damning indictment with serious consequences for
Maryam Nawaz, daughter of the prime minister and his heir apparent.
British Virgin Islands (BVI) has duly verified she is the beneficial owner of
Nielsen and Nescoll companies, which also conducted forensic examination of the documents she produced before the JIT and found them forged.
“Maryam Safdar has submitted fake and falsified documents to the JIT
which is a criminal offense. The documents are decoys to manipulate facts
and camouflage the truth. Hussain Nawaz and Capt. (R) Safdar as well as
Maryam Safdar have also signed these falsified and misleading documents. Hasan Nawaz, having submitted these documents as Respondent
No. 8 is also prima facie involved in manipulating and misleading the
Supreme Court of Pakistan,” the JIT observed. Another aspect, which
proved Maryam had provided forged documents to the court, was the font
she used in her documents as the Calibri font was not available for the
public use then. According to the record of the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), she is also guilty of hiding her assets and tax evasion. She obtained
loans worth millions of rupees despite having no source of income, and
bought agricultural land whose income is exempted from tax from the
funds that she received as a gift in 2008.
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar’s wealth statement in 2008-9 showed an
increase of 91 times in his assets from Rs9.11 million to Rs831.7 million.
“This exorbitant leap in his asset is not clarified or supported by any plausible financial documents. His confessional statement regarding moneylaundering was based on facts.”
Though Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has not been accused
of any crime in the report, yet the JIT has recommended re-opening three
references against the Sharif family, including Hudaibiya Papers Mills and
Hudaibiya Engineering case. Then there is the Chaudhry Sugar Mills case.
These are money laundering cases and Punjab Chief Minister Shabaz
Sharif will also be included in them later. The cases are based on solid evidence and will prove fatal for him, when investigated under the supervision
of the Supreme Court. It appears his son, Hamza Shahbaz, will have to
lead the party in the next election.

05

Environment

Can humans survive
Earth’s degradation?
Nasim Ahmed

There is growing worldwide concern over environmental degradation and
its consequences for the survival of mankind on earth. Renowned scientist
Stephen Hawking says that if steps are not taken to stop the rot, the world
will become uninhabitable in the next 100 years. This world, where we live,
is our home and it is our duty to take care and make it worth living for
everyone.
The UN General Assembly in 1972, decided that measures should be
taken in order to maintain a balance between the environment and human
interference. World Environment Day was inaugurated in 1972 following
the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm,
Sweden on 5-16 June – the first international conference on environmental
issues.
Two years later, in 1974, World Environment Day was celebrated for
the first time on June 5 and since then, every year, all the countries around
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the world celebrate this day aimed at environmental betterment. It is a day
to raise awareness about the ever-rising problems of global warming, deforestation, wildlife habitation crisis as well as increasing pollution.
There’s a different theme every year, and this year’s theme is - ‘Connecting People to Nature – in the city and on the land, from the poles to
the equator’. While the issues of environmental degradation affect everyone, not all are aware enough to step ahead and do something worthy.
The World Environment Day official website sums up the situation: “Nature’s gifts are often hard to value in monetary terms. Like clean air, they
are often taken for granted, at least until they become scarce. However,
economists are developing ways to measure the multi-trillion-dollar worth
of many so-called ‘ecosystem services’, from insects pollinating fruit trees
in the orchards of California to the leisure, health and spiritual benefits of
a hike up a Himalayan valley.”
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Canada, being the host country of this year, has taken some great initiatives. The government of Canada is offering free entry to its national
parks and marine conservation areas. As a great initiative, UN Environment and the government of Canada are calling the citizens from all over
the world to think about how everyone depends on nature, and to find fun
and exciting ways to experience and cherish that vital relationship.
The environment gives man physical sustenance and affords him the
opportunity for intellectual, moral, social and spiritual growth. In the long
and tortuous evolution of the human race on this planet a stage has been
reached when, through the rapid acceleration of science and technology,
man has acquired the power to transform his environment in countless
ways and on an unprecedented scale. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development states mankind’s resolve “to ensure the lasting protection of
the planet and its natural resources”. In particular, Goals 14 and 15 focus
on protecting under water and on land ecosystems, as well as on sustainably using marine and terrestrial resources.
The celebration of Environment Day provides us with an opportunity
to broaden the base for responsible conduct by individuals, enterprises
and communities in preserving and enhancing the environment. Since it
began in 1974, the Day has grown to become a global platform for public
outreach that is widely celebrated all over the world. Billions of rural people
around the world spend every working day “connected to nature” and appreciate full well their dependence on natural water supplies and how nature provides their livelihoods in the form of fertile soil. They are among
the first to suffer when ecosystems are threatened, whether by pollution,
climate change or over-exploitation.
The recent climate risk report is a red signal which the world can ignore
at its own peril. Scientists point to the mounting threat from storms, floods,
droughts and rising seas if mankind cannot reduce emissions from heattrapping greenhouse gases, especially from fossil fuels. It is pertinent to
note here that the report has only looked at the direct results of extreme
weather, whereas the indirect consequences of extreme weather such as
drought and famine resulting from heat waves can be much more deadly.
A growing body of research connects global warming with extreme
weather. Global warming is a direct cause of gradual sea-level rise, glacier
melting and more acidic and warmer seas. It is yet to be fully recognized
that the Climate Risk Index indicates a level of exposure and vulnerability
to extreme events that countries should understand as a warning to be
prepared for more frequent and/or more severe events in the future. While
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some vulnerable developing countries are frequently hit by extreme
events, there are also some others where such disasters are a rare occurrence.
Environment Day has special importance for Pakistan. If steps are not
taken to slow climate change, Pakistan is among the six countries that will
be most affected. As glaciers melt in the Himalayas, flooding is projected
to substantially increase with the possibility of a repetition of the floods of
2010 and 2011. In the longer term as glaciers recede, the country must
cope with the challenges of decreased river flows with the obvious effect
on agriculture and urban water supplies, but also the less obvious effect
of the depletion of underground aquifers from overuse and in some cases
from insufficient recharge.
Monsoon rains are likely to fluctuate more in coming years as climate
change increasingly affects patterns of rainfall, thus provoking alternating
floods and droughts. The likely increase in climate-related disasters would
take a heavy toll on people, on infrastructure and on the economy. The
harsh effects on people from the current extended drought in Sindh’s
Tharparkar district shows what could happen in other parts of Pakistan as
climate change accelerates.
The 1990 National Conservation Strategy laid out a series of steps
needed to protect Pakistan from the effects of climate change. Action has
taken in many areas: vast areas in Gilgit-Baltistan are better protected than
they were, renewable energy is used much more and Pakistan has some
of the leading experts in the world on that. The many challenges Pakistan
has been facing, means that Pakistan has immense work to do in adapting
to climate changes. Adaptation will require significant investment in alternatives — both alternative energy sources and extensive water conservation and management — as well as in protecting people and infrastructure.
As the frequency and duration of major climate change patterns accelerates, this could affect economic growth, particularly in Pakistan’s vitally important agricultural sector, on which tens of millions of people depend.
Among other things, Pakistan has adopted the Climate Change Act
2017, which brings Pakistan into the group of countries with specific legislation building on the commitments made in Paris in 2015. The scope of
the legislation reflects the scale of the challenges: establishment of the
high-level Climate Change Council, the full-fledged Climate Change Authority and the Climate Change Fund. Such institutional arrangements will
be
instrumental
in
fulfilling
Pakis¬tan’s
international
com¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬mit¬¬ments aimed at saving the environment.
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Law

Law in a
slave state
Muhammad Hassan

An American Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) employee’s memoir about
his imprisonment in Pakistan for killing two men, and his release through
coercive tactics lays bare the working of America’s spy network all over
the world. It also reveals the US mindset to kill innocent people mercilessly
and belittle other nations and trample on their laws to obtain desired results.
It also exposes our military and civilian leaders’ efforts to outperform
each other to obey US diktats. The way our former military and civilian
leaders helped former CIA contractor Raymond Davis out of his predica-
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ment proves how the laws of the country are applied differently to different
people. His memoir indicates the Pakistani leadership has low self-esteem
and what is happening with Pakistanis in other countries of the world is
understandable. In the case, the Pakistani state proved that it considers
its own people inferior to others and the blood of its citizens is also
cheaper. It also points out flaws in our judicial system, which cannot provide justice to poor people and allows the wealthy to go scot-free even
after killing people.
In his memoir, The Contractor: How I Landed in a Pakistani Prison and
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Ignited a Diplomatic Crisis, Raymond Davis said he had no regrets over
the killings, In fact, he appears to be proud of killing two people as his description of the scene portrays. “As soon as I saw the gun’s muzzle moving
in my direction, I unclicked my seatbelt and started to draw the gun. My
fastest time — including lifting my shirt, drawing my gun, aiming it and firing
— was .95 of a second, while my average was 1.1 second. That’s about
as long as it takes a hummingbird to flap its wings fifty times or a plane to
travel 800 feet. I had left the house that morning with 17 rounds in the magazine and one in the chamber, and while defending myself at Muzang
Chowk, I squeezed off 10 as I aimed for the two men on the motorcycle.
And in a matter of two or three seconds, the entire engagement, from the
moment I saw the threat to the moment it had been eliminated, was over.”
He proudly tells his readers that the two men on the motorcycle who pulled
in front of him at Lahore’s Muzang Chowk could not have known how fast
he was at drawing his weapon. “Thankfully, all 10 rounds I fired found their
intended targets.”
On March 16, 2011, which was his 49th day in jail, Davis appeared before a makeshift courtroom inside Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat Jail. “I imagine that
at least one of his (Gen. Pasha’s) texts described the entrance of a man in
a suit, whom I recognised but whose name I could not recall. As soon as
this man entered the courtroom, the room went silent. No one spoke a word.
If a cell phone rang, the person to whom it belonged got up and walked
outside to answer it. The only thing you could hear was the ceiling fan. I
asked a US embassy official who this man was, who identified him as an
ISI colonel and said: ‘He’s a fixer.”
Earlier, he also recounts how former
ISI chief Shuja Pasha was “clearly committed” to ensuring that the deal for his
release was successful. “Gen. Pasha
was also responsible for replacing the
original prosecutor, Asad Manzoor Butt,
who was working pro bono at the behest of Jamaat-i-Islami with Raja Irshad, who was more beholden to ISI
than any religious group. The plan to
rescue me by paying blood money
hinged on the acquiescence of the 18
family members of the victims and ISI
agents applied as much pressure as
needed to get them to accept the diyat”.
With the support of the first prosecutor, several relatives resisted the
plan. “To separate the family members
from the radical Islamists whispering in
their ears and the lawyer who endorsed
a hard-line Islamic agenda, ISI operatives intervened on March 14, 2011, detaining and sequestering all 18 of them.
On the night before the March 16 trial,
ISI agents took the family members to
Kot Lakhpat jail and encouraged them
to accept the deal. They were told that
if they forgave me, they would be given
a large sum of money in return. If they
did not, the consequences of that decision were made clear the following
morning when they were reportedly
held at gunpoint just outside the
prison’s courtroom for several hours
and warned not to say a word about it
to the media,” Davis describes.
“When Butt (the lawyer) arrived at
the prison that morning, he received
similar treatment. … Butt was never
able to see or talk to any of his clients.
The shock of being denied access to
the man who’d guided them through
their country’s convoluted legal system
for more than a month, and forced to
agree to a deal that many of them did
not want, was evident on their faces as
they shuffled to the front of the courtroom on March 16”.
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Citing Carmela Conroy, then US consul general in Lahore, he reveals,
“The women were indeed the ones taking it the hardest. Some of them
had tears in their eyes. Others were sobbing outright. The new prosecutor,
Raja Irshad, presented a signed document to the judge, showing that all
18 legal heirs of the two victims had agreed, at least on paper, to forgive
Davis. The judge asked the relatives to prove their identity and then gave
them $130,000 each for a total of $2.34 million, the largest amount of blood
money ever awarded in Pakistan. After each relative had signed the papers, the judge asked if any of them had been coerced into doing it. All 18
relatives said no. The judge also reminded both the defence and the prosecution that they were entitled to object. Neither did.” It sums up the pathetic situation of the justice system in Pakistan.
After the release of the memoir, all politicians, who had played a role
in the release of Davis, have blamed the former military leadership for it.
In fact, they are guiltier than others because they are public representatives and supposed to protect people and their rights. The incident also
highlights serious flaws in our legal system. Besides, it exposes the US
interference in the affairs of other countries. No wonder, strong anti-US
sentiments exist in Pakistan and other countries of the world, where it is
interfering in their internal affairs. According to Davis, the two men he had
killed were robbers. If they were really robbers, he would have been released by the court in weeks. Instead, the US adopted its much trusted
arm-twisting tactics to show its real face to Pakistan, its own people and
other countries of the world.
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Politics

Kayani formula to
be tested again?
Muhammad Ali

Rumours are rife that a large group of legislators will leave the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) as it is weighing options after possible
disqualification of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in the Panama case.
Sources say Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif may name his wife, Kusloom
Nawaz, as the next prime minister, if he is disqualified. It is said she could
be elected on a reserved seat for women in the National Assembly. The
party believes she could be the best option for the ruling family because it
would save the party rule and the system in the country. It could also avoid
rifts in the party. However, the problem with the idea is that she is a housewife and has never been in active politics.
There are also reports that the party will go to any length to save Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif’s daughter Maryam Nawaz and Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif to secure its political future. However, it is feared that
they could also be disqualified by the Supreme Court of Pakistan in the
light of findings of the joint investigation team (JIT). In that case, the party
has planned to challenge the findings of the JIT and any adverse verdict
of the court and drag the case for six more months, so that it could com-
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plete its mega development projects and win the next election, even without its top leaders.
Some say few people in the Sharif family also want to take over the
party. They say a large number of people, who stood by Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif even in the Musharraf government, believe his policy of confrontation with the judiciary and the army is not right and it will encourage
other people in the Sharif family to exploit the situation.
According to sources, Benazir Income Support Programme Chairperson Marvi Memon, whose status is equivalent to state minister, has not
been in contact with the ruling party leadership for many weeks. It is learnt
that she has switched off her phones after speaking in favour of the joint
investigation team (JIT) on a news channel, which is against the policy of
the ruling party. Many party leaders also confirmed that she was not taking
their calls, either at home or office. Her three phones are switched off. Talking to the news channel few weeks ago, she said the JIT had been empowered by the Supreme Court to summon any accused in the Panama
case and it was working according to its mandate. Her statement is clearly
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against the policy of the ruling family and ministers, who have threatened
the JIT of dire consequences and made an all-out effort to discredit it since
its inception.The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has also started
investigations against her after many complaints emerged against her for
massive corruption. As the NAB is under the tight control of the government, it might have forced her to sever her connections with the ruling
party.
According to sources, at least 35 legislators will announce quitting the
ruling party in few weeks. However, it is said they will not join the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI). The legislators will become part of an alliance, to be
led by former President General (retd) Pervez Musharraf and Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain of the PML-Q. The group will include all factions of the
MQM, which would unite under Pervez Musharraf. It will also enjoy big
support in the Punjab, with many PML-N legislators from the province joining the PML-Q. It is said the group may bag a large number of seats in
Sindh, the Punjab and Balochistan. It could even form governments in
Sindh and the Punjab. Recent meetings of PML-Q leaders and people of
other provinces with Pervez Musharraf have created speculation in political
circles, which see an active role for Pervez Musharraf and the PMLQ in
the next election and future politics of Pakistan.
According to speculation, the new alliance could form the government
in Sindh after defeating the PPP, with the help of regional and religious
parties. The PML-Q could also form the next government in the Punjab
with the help of religious parties. It could also be supported by the PTI,
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which would go to any extent to dislodge the ruling party from its home
province. The alliance will also bag a large number of seats in Balochistan
and form the government. Even if it is not able to win majority seats, it will
be in a position to form a coalition government, which has been the past
practice in the province for many decades as part of efforts of the establishment to include all parties in the government.
It is said the PTI may come to power at the Centre, but it will be dislodged in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where the PML-N could form the next government. If implemented, it could be General (retd) Kayani’s model, who
held the last two elections under the formula of “something for every party.”
In 2008, though the PPP came to power, yet the PML-N miraculously
bagged over 60 National Assembly seats. In 2013, when the PTI had become a big political force, it was given its due share in politics by handing
it the most restive province of Pakistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
However, it is yet to be seen whether the plan will succeed this time.
The PTI protested against rigging in the last election for years and weakened the democratic process. It will also resist if it is given power at the
Centre but deprived of its share in the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
On the other hand, the PPP will resist its ouster in Sindh tooth and nail. It
has already been reduced to a rural Sindh party from being popular in all
the four provinces. It will not accept any move to be dislodged from its last
refuge. As regards the PML-N, it will not accept a KP government in exchange for its home province, which it has ruled for decades. However, it
can be uprooted by the PTI, not the PML-Q and religious parties.
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Terrorism

Parachinar attacks and
securing Tribal Areas
Raza Khan

As the death toll in the June 24 terrorist attacks in Parachinar has crossed
the hundred mark, new questions have surfaced regarding the security
and stability in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). The attacks
in Parachinar, the headquarters of Kurram tribal district of FATA, took place
just before Eid-ul-Fitr bringing ineffable miseries to a large number of inhabitants of the town, who lost their near and dear ones. The attacks in
Parachinar, which came in the shape of twin suicide attacks was extremely
deadly. It appears that Parachinar town, mostly inhabited by members of
the Shiite sect, is once again becoming a target of attacks by terrorist organizations. It may be mentioned that on March 31 a suicide attack killed
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at least 22 people in Parachinar town. Kurram Agency remained a target
of terrorist attacks by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) for many
years; however, the area remained peaceful for some years after peace
deals between Shiite and Sunni community leaders, all of whom vowed
not to give any leverage to TTP terrorists.
The recent terrorist attacks in Kurram Agency, have raised question
marks on the claims by the Pakistani authorities of having completely secured the tribal region. Because the operation Zarb-e-Azb, followed by the
ongoing operation Radul Fasad have broken the back of the TTP, whereas
the once foreign mentor of the TTP, al Qaeda, is no longer operational in
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the region. More importantly the June 24 terrorist attacks responsibility has
not been unequivocally claimed by any terrorist organization. Whereas,
the March 31 attack was owned by Jamaat-ul-Ahrar (JuA), a splinter group
of the TTP. It is also important to note that JuA joined hands with Islamic
State (IS) in Afghanistan. Recently, United States and Afghan authorities
claimed that IS, which had become quite active in a Afghanistan, has relocated its base to the Tora Bora mountain heights in a remote part of the
Nangarhar province of Afghanistan. Noticeably, the Tora Bora heights are
located on the border of Kurram Agency close to Parachinar. Therefore, it
is not difficult to figure out that the terrorist attacks in Kurram Agency have
been the handiwork of the IS-JuA collusion. This is, indeed, a very dangerous development.
We have been continually pointing towards this danger and also mentioning that the Afghan intelligence agency, the National Directorate of Security (NDS), has been constantly trying to use IS to create problems for
Pakistan. However, it has been due to the effective measures by Pakistani
authorities that IS could not create problems in Pakistan on a large scale.
However, after pushing IS to Tora Bora by Afghan security forces, the NDS
aims to create security issues for Pakistan and the Parachinar attacks are
the result of this strategy.
Here it is important to note that Pakistani security forces completed
placing barbed wire on around 400 kilometers of the 2,600 kilometers long
border with Afghanistan. So far, the barbed wire fencing has been completed in northern Mohmand and Bajaur tribal agencies of FATA while the
fence has not been erected in Kurram Agency as yet. Resultantly, terrorist
attacks in Bajaur and Mohmand agencies have reduced dramatically, while
there has been an increase in attacks in the Kurram Agency, where the
porous border facilitated the cross border movement of terrorists. Through
this situation, the importance of fencing the Pakistan-Afghanistan border
can be rightly understood. Therefore, Pakistani authorities must continue
fencing the border without any halt. Fortunately, Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Bajwa has had vowed on several occasions to complete the
fencing of the entire border. This would be the single most important measure to counter terrorism in Pakistan.
From the above facts and their analysis we, in a nutshell, can say that
despite the successful Operation Zarb-e-Azb in North Waziristan, Operation Khyber II in the Khyber and the ongoing Operation Radul Fasad, FATA
is far from secure. Unless FATA is not fully secure, terrorists and militants
cannot be prevented from making a comeback. The tribal areas of Pak-
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istan have been instrumental in the militancy and terrorism of groups like
the TTP, al Qaeda in Pakistan (AQIP) and many other local, national and
international outfits and unless the region is fully secured, groups like IS
and its affiliate JuA could wreak havoc by making use of the territory in the
tribal areas.
The foremost reasons for the rise of the TTP and disparate groups of
militants and insurgents in FATA and acquiring hideouts by several global
and regional militant organizations like al Qaeda and the Afghan Taliban
in the region have been the political, administrative and governance vacuum in these areas straddling Pakistan’s border with Afghanistan. This
vacuum, in turn, was the upshot of the indeterminate political-legal status
of FATA. This can be gauged from the fact that the Constitution of Pakistan
recognized the FATA as an integral part of the country, but at the same
time the law of the land is not enforceable there. This is something of a
weird situation. There has been little attention from successive governments to address this anomaly. The recently recommended FATA reforms
are generally expected to solve the issue of the indeterminate political and
constitutional status of FATA. However, one does not think so. By giving a
practical shape to the reforms, which primarily call for merging FATA into
KP province, the problem would get worse. Even KP would become insecure and the situation may not be able to be negotiated by the country’s
political and military leadership.
The continual military operations against the extremists and terrorists
in FATA by Pakistani security forces dislodged, the base of the former in
one district after another. Both North and South Waziristan proved to the
toughest nuts to crack. Although South Waziristan, the base of Mehsudtribe dominated TTP, was cleared after an offensive was launched in 2009,
but the NWA became the redoubt of almost all militants and terrorists once
spread across the FATA. In June 2014, Pakistan decided to launch an offensive Zarb-e-Azb in the NWA. This operation has been very successful
and by now most of the district has been secured and extremists and terrorists are on the run.
But clearing FATA, including the NWA, is only half the task. The other
half, which is rather more important, is how to fully secure FATA in the postoperations period, so as to prevent the region from being used by terrorists
and militants as launching pads for attacks and activities in mainland Pakistan. Because failing to conclusively secure FATA may result in a resurrection of the militant and terrorist networks there, once the Army
operations end.
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Education

No change in Sindh
education despite claims
of more allocations
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

In the Sindh Education Budget 2017-18, the allocation percentage for the
development side has been decreased from 21.03% in 2016-17 to 20.06%
in 2017-18 with Rs. 202.7 billion set aside for the sector.
For the financial year 2017-18, the total budget under pre-primary and
primary education has also gone down from Rs. 55.3 billion in 2016-17 to
Rs. 50.9 billion.
However, the provincial government claims that education has been
given top priority this year too, in the annual budget 2017-18 with an overall
increase of 24%. Presenting the budget in the Sindh Assembly, Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah claimed that the increase in non-salary allocation for
the education sector was much higher compared with the previous years.
The break-up of the budgetary allocations show that Rs. 21 billion has
been allocated for the sector in the Annual Development Programme
(ADP) from the total of Rs. 244 billion for the ongoing and new schemes.
Education received 6.1% of the total Rs. 344 billion ADP in 2017-18, including foreign funding, federal funds and district budgets.
Rs. 21 billion has been specified for the 460 ongoing and new schemes
for all five sections of education – school education, college education,
special education, Sindh Technical Education and Vocational Training Authority (Stevta) and universities and boards. The ADP for 2016-17 was Rs.
17 billion in total, while in the current year allocations has been increased
mainly in the schools and universities and boards departments. The
budget for special education and Stevta has remained the same.
The documents show that the allocation for the ADP 2016-17 was Rs.
17.2 billion, with Rs. 13 billion for the education and literacy department,
which until last year included schools and colleges under one roof, Rs.
213 million for special education, Rs. 1.07 billion for Stevta and Rs. 2.95
billion for universities and boards.
The current annual development programme includes establishment
of comprehensive schools, cadet colleges for girls in different districts, construction of the Ghulam Muhammad Mahar Medical College in Sukkur, renovation of Chandka Medical College and construction of Noori girls hostel
in Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Medical University (SMBBMU),
Larkana.
With an increase of Rs. 645 million in the budget, five new schemes
have been added to the universities and boards departments, including
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A major ongoing project in
secondary education is the
establishment of 25 English
medium schools in each district,
which is supposed to be completed in June 2018, with an allocation of Rs. 400 million. In the
teacher’s education budget, capacity building of teachers has been
added as a new scheme with an
estimated cost of Rs. 40 million.
the establishment of a postgraduate research diagnostic laboratory at
SMBBMU, strengthening of water and sewerage infrastructure at Karachi
University and development of Dawood University of Engineering and
Technology.
The up-gradation of the Government College of Technology into a university of technology and skill development (Khairpur) was included in the
2016-17 budget, which has been repeated in the new schemes section
this year, as the project never gained approval. The 2016-17 documents
stated that the project was being completed in collaboration with the federal government – Rs. 1.5 billion would be the federal government’s share
while Rs. 1.5 billion would be the Sindh government’s – but the 2017-18
budget book stated that the project would receive Rs. 892 million from the
Sindh government and Rs. 1.5 billion from the Centre.
Sindh Technical Education and Vocational Training Authority’s budgetary
allocation has not been increased but seven schemes have been included
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in the new schemes section. Two different projects for the establishment of
government vocational centres for girls have been ongoing since last year
and a similar scheme has been added for other districts. Four units of vocational centres in Shaheed Benazirabad, Khairpur, Kamber-Shahdadkot and
Tando Allahyar are to be constructed at a cost of Rs. 92 million.
As far as education for special children is concerned, the main scheme
included in the new budget is establishment of an audiovisual library at
the special education complex in Karachi. Last year’s main highlight – the
construction of an autism centre in Karachi – was just approved and the
land has been allocated. According to the 2016-17 budget books, the project was to be completed by June, 2018, but the upcoming budget states
that the date of completion will be June 2020 with the estimated cost increased by Rs. 188.4 million from the Rs. 100 million estimated in 201617.
The college education, which received Rs. 4.5 billion last year, has
been allocated Rs. 5 billion in the current fiscal year. The ongoing schemes
include the establishment and completion of cadet colleges in Mithi, Shaheed Benazirabad, Dadu, Khairpur, Karampur, Kahirpur, Kashmore,
Sukkur, Ghotki, Larkana and Jacobabad. The department does not have
any new schemes.
According to the budget book, the biggest chunk of the Rs. 21.2 billion
would be spent on the school education department. The total Rs. 11.2
billion allocation has been divided into Rs. 3.7 billion for elementary education, Rs. 5.08 for secondary education, Rs. 239 million for teacher education, Rs. 625 for the Sindh Education Foundation and Rs. 1.58 billion
for miscellaneous schemes.
The biggest scheme introduced in the 2017-18 fiscal year for elementary schools is a solar project. A total of 12 schools will be included in the
project initially, with an allocation of Rs. 40 million per school. The project
will be completed by June 2020.
Thirty-one schools will be upgraded from primary to elementary level
in phase one of the project, with a budget of Rs. 20 million to Rs. 50 million
each, depending on the size of the school.
A major ongoing project in secondary education is the establishment
of 25 English medium schools in each district, which is supposed to be
completed in June 2018, with an allocation of Rs. 400 million. In the
teacher’s education budget, capacity building of teachers has been added
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as a new scheme with an estimated cost of Rs. 40 million. Another new
scheme is establishment of the Sindh Education Foundation Complex at
a cost of Rs. 566 million.
However, those aware of complexities of budgetary allocations, declare the budget trends for primary and secondary education incomprehensible. They say that the secondary education budget has increased
by 41%, according to the government claims, and the primary education
budget decreased by 8%, which can't make head or tail of the ups and
downs of the figure.
According to the budget documents, Sindh’s education budget has
gone up by an average of 17.5% since 2010, on papers. Sindh’s budget
for education has octupled (increased by a factor of 8x) since 2010, according to a paper by SAHE and Alif Ailaan. But its effects are not visible
anywhere in the field. Over 6.2 million children are still out-of-school in the
province.
As many as 50% girls drop out of primary school, whereas 61% of girls
in Sindh will never attend school.
Dr. Seema Zia, a Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf member of the Sindh Assembly tells Cutting Edge at a function in Karachi that the education system in Sindh province is in a shambles. “Even the provincial administration
has failed to resolve the issue of 5,000 fake schools and 5,000 fake teachers in the province,” she complains.
Another Sindh Assembly member of PTI, Samar Ali Khan, said that up
to half of the population of Sindh was without schools, and not a single
teacher was available in up to 47% of the schools of the province.
Nand Kumar, Pakistan Muslim League-Functional’s MPA, tells Cutting
Edge that the education sector had been ruined, as half of the schools in
the province are still without basic facilities such as drinking water, electricity, toilets and furniture, etc.
According to Alif Ailaan’s 2016 report, despite increased allocations,
Sindh has the largest overall decrease in learning scores among all four
provinces.
Education campaigner, Baela Raza Jamil, a trustee at Idara-i-Taleemo-Aagahi, tells the audience at a Karachi function that increasing budgets
do not necessarily indicate better utilisation of funds, especially in Sindh
and Balochistan. More money without adequate reforms cannot improve
education indicators, she believes.
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Pakistan

A tormented
state
Faheem Amir

Pakistan is bleeding. Pakistan is burning. Pakistan is declining. And the
tragedy is that there is no one who could stop this eventuality; there is no
leadership who could create peace in this poverty-stricken and conflict-riddled
land; there is no institution which could protect the fundamental rights of the
Pakistanis; there is no force which could crush the menace of terrorism, sectarianism, extremism, corruption, poverty and ignorance. The State, the government and its all institutions have utterly disappointed the Pakistanis. The
people have become disillusioned with the false pledges, erroneous assertions and hyperbolic slogans of the corrupt leadership of the country. In short,
there is no hope for the poor people to lead a prosperous, productive and
peaceful life in this “land of the pure”. Due to this uncertainty, insecurity and
hopelessness, even, a heavy pall hangs over the country, blighting what
should be unalloyed joyous occasions.
Even in the holy month of Ramazan and just before Eid ul Fitar, around
300 innocent people, including children and women, have lost their lives in

16

different incidents of terrorism in Parachanar, Quetta, Karachi and the oil
tanker blast tragedy in Bahawalpur.
On June 23, the last Friday of Ramazan (Jumma tul Wida), around 90 innocent people were killed and more than 200 others injured in two different
terror attacks in Parachinar and Quetta. The death toll from Friday's two
blasts is still increasing and there are still many injured persons who are in a
very critical condition.
According to reports, “the first blast, which took place in the busy Turi Market where people were shopping for Eid, occurred minutes after an Al Quds
Day rally had started dispersing at some distance from the scene of the attack. Another explosion shook the area soon after a large number of people
rushed to the site to help the injured”. The Lashkar-i-Jhangvi al-Alami has
claimed the responsibility of these two terror blasts.
In fact, Parachinar, capital of Kurram Agency in FATA, a mainly Shia area
in the tribal belt, has become a constant target of terrorism this year. Before
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Friday’s attacks, the terrorists, belonging to the banned Lashkar-i-Jhangvi alAlami and a splinter group of the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
led by Sheheryar Mehsud, killed 24 people in January 2017. In March, the
militants killed around 22 people in a second terror attack. The terrorists belonging to the Jamaatul Ahrar claimed this attack. The gravity of the situation
can be realised by the fact that 133 people have been killed and 555 injured
in the first six months of the year. The terrorists have used the same pattern
in all the terror attacks. It is a security failure. The PML-N government has
egregiously failed the people of Parachinar.
“We have been a constant target of the Taliban, but the government has
always failed us,” Muzamil Hussain, an activist from Parachinar told AFP. “I
don't understand how can someone drive a bomb-laden vehicle through all
the checkposts of the military and other paramilitary troops and reach here;
it simply isn't logical, and this is what we are protesting against,” he said.
Members of the Shia community protested against these killings and the
government’s failure to protect their lives. According to local officials, “They
offered their Eid prayers wearing black armbands in the market in Parachinar,
where the bombs tore through crowds of shoppers on Friday”. The protesters
also rejected the compensation package announced by Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif that came a week after the incident. They demanded to be
treated like the rest of Pakistan. However, after the visit of the Army Chief to
Parachinar, the protestors ended their protest. The Army Chief has pledged
to crush terrorists across the country and declared Parachinar a safe city.
Then, in another incident, terrorists belonging to the militant Islamic State
group and the Jamaatul Ahrar, killed 14 people, including 10 policemen in
Quetta. On that very day, militants killed four policemen in Karachi. They were
killed when they were breaking their fast at a roadside restaurant.
It is very strange that PM Nawaz Sharif has not visited the area of Parachinar. It shows Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s callousness, carelessness, unpopularity among the people and absence of any political solution to crush
terrorism. It also shows that the Panama case has absorbed all the energies
and attention of the PM. He only wants to protect his and his family’s corruption, political power and rule. In other words, the PM has literally become
blind to other important security-related issues which the country is facing.
Many analysts and politicians are of the view that Nawaz Sharif gives importance to the Punjab only. They say that “the prime minister left London to
rush to Bahawalpur. The naysayers were unimpressed: prior attacks in FATA
and two other provinces didn’t shatter his complacency, so why this? We
hoped he would prove them wrong. Instead the naysayers were proven right.
Bahawalpur is part of Punjab. Parachinar is not. Quetta is not. Karachi is not.
As of this writing, the prime minister has visited one of the above, and none
other”.
These terror incidents clearly manifest that, in spite of sacrificing lives of
around 65,000 civilians and 6,000 security personnel and spending more
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than £120 billion, the war against terror is still proceeding. There is no respite
in terror attacks in the country and the government and the army have failed
to conclusively defeat the terrorists.
The Parachinar attacks clearly show that terrorists are trying to ignite sectarian war in Pakistan. It is the duty of our government and security agencies
to foil the evil designs of the sectarian ISIS and Lashkar-i-Jhangvi by taking
pre-emptive measures. No doubt, there was a security lapse in Parachinar
and Kurram Agency which should not be repeated. The government is not
serious about implementing NAP (National Action Plan) fully. It should keep
aside its partisan interests and give priority to national interests. The war
against terrorism cannot be won without getting rid of poverty, corruption, unemployment, inept police and judicial systems, ignorance, feudalism , economic inequality and foiling the conspiracies of external forces like the Indian
RAW, the Afghan NDS the American CIA and Israel’s Mossad.
The Bahawalpur tragedy - in which 206 innocent people, including children and women, were burnt alive - could have been avoided. But, there was
no road police and safety awareness. The investigative report on this tragic
oil tanker inferno suggests that the police showed negligence which turned
the accident into a calamity. The motorway police did not play its role professionally. There was not a large contingent of police to stop the people from
collecting the spilled oil. There was no senior officer in place. It is a fact that
the SHO and the AC reached the spot very late. There was no staff present
at the site from the disaster management department. There were no burn
units in the hospitals of the area. After ruling Punjab for more than 20 years,
the PML-N government has done nothing for the people of that backward
area. It has just plundered the poor people of Pakistan. The corrupt PML-N
government is diverting funds allocated for hospitals and education to building
roads and bridges to earn more kickbacks and commissions. They are tools
in the hands of “economic hitman”. They are deliberately ignoring the education and health sectors.
The people of Pakistan need education, good health and economic prosperity. But, Pakistani leaders are not willing to provide these life-giving,
progress-making and nation-developing facilities to the poor people of Pakistan as these things are threat to their corrupt rule. The ruling elite likes to
build its rule on the dead bodies of the poor Pakistanis. The callous ruling
elite should pay heed to columnist Fahad Hussain’s words: “Parachinar.
Again. Quetta. Again. Karachi. Again. The same terror, the same carnage.
The same murder, madness and mayhem. Yet again they strike. Yet again
we fail. Yet again we die…”
No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent,
a part of the main… Any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved
in mankind. And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls
for thee
(John Donne)
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Ideology

Trump’s defense of
Western civilization
Marc A. Thlessen

The president heaped praise on Poland as a country “at the center of
European civilization” and warned that our shared Western civilization is
threatened by “totalitarian forces in the world who seek . . . to further their
barbarous assault on the human spirit.” He called on the West to defend
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“the great civilized ideas: individual liberty, representative government, and
the rule of law under God” and criticized “the shyness of some of us in the
West about standing for these ideals.”
The president in question was not Donald Trump, whose recent speech
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in Warsaw calling on the West “to summon the courage and the will to defend our civilization” has drawn irrational criticism here at home. It was
Ronald Reagan, in his famous 1982 Westminster address promising to
“leave Marxism-Leninism on the ash-heap of history.”
In fact, Trump’s words could have been delivered by almost any American president of either party in the past century. They could have been
delivered by Harry S. Truman, who in 1952 praised the United States for
saving “Western civilization from enslavement by a godless creed.” They
could have been spoken by John F. Kennedy, who in a 1963 speech in
West Germany spoke of “preserving Western culture, and Western religion, and Western civilization” and defending “our common heritage from
those who would divide and destroy it.” They could have been uttered by
Lyndon B. Johnson, who warned in 1966 of “ideologies . . . that threaten
the very roots of our common Western civilization.” They could have been
spoken by Bill Clinton, who declared in 1994 his belief that “Western civilization was the greatest of all, and America was the best expression of
Western civilization because of its commitment to . . . the belief that the future could be better than the present and that we have an obligation to
make it so.”
Never mind all that, according to Sarah Wildman of Vox, Trump’s call
to defend Western civilization “sounded like an alt-right manifesto,” as the
headline on her article described it. In the Atlantic, Peter Beinart complained that “Trump referred 10 times to ‘the West’ and five times to ‘our
civilization’ ” and that “His white nationalist supporters will understand exactly what he means” because “The West is a racial and religious term.”
No, it isn’t. Quite the opposite, Western civilization is founded on ideas
that transcend race and religion. As Yale historian Donald Kagan put it:
“Americans do not share a common ancestry and a common blood. What
they have in common is a system of laws and beliefs that shaped the establishment of the country, a system developed within the context of West-
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ern civilization.” He added that every student should study “the philosophical, scientific, agricultural and industrial revolutions in the West” which allowed human beings “to produce and multiply the things needed for life so
as to make survival and prosperity possible for ever-increasing numbers”
and gave birth to “the theory and practice of the separation of church from
state, protecting each from the other, and creating a free and safe place
for the individual conscience.”
These ideals are described as “Western” not because they are exclusive to the West, but because of the historical fact that they emanated from
the West: the first democracy in Greece under Pericles (which predated
Christianity by more than four centuries); to the principles enshrined in
Magna Carta; the works of the Renaissance humanists; and the treatises
of Enlightenment philosophers that inspired the authors of our Declaration
of Independence.
“Western” values are universal values, and Trump affirmed their universality in Warsaw, declaring that “we value the dignity of every human
life, protect the rights of every person, and share the hope of every soul to
live in freedom.”
Since the 1980s, the left has been on a tireless crusade to drum the
study of Western civilization out of universities in the name of fighting “Eurocentrism.” Now, apparently, they want to drum Western values out of
presidential rhetoric. We must not let them do so.
Trump has said many objectionable things, but his eloquent defense
of Western civilization in Warsaw was not one of them. It is ironic. The left
likes to paint Trump as a threat to democracy. But the real threat to democracy is when the leader of the free world can no longer defend the ideals
of the West — which, Reagan told us, “have done so much to ease the
plight of man and the hardships of our imperfect world” — without being
accused of bigotry.
Courtesy: The Washington Post
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Imperialism

America can succeed
militarily in the
Mideast. ISIS’s defeat
in Mosul tells us how
David Ignatius
What lessons can we take from the Islamic State’s defeat in Mosul and its
coming eviction from Raqqa? The collapse of the caliphate tells us that
the United States can succeed militarily in the Middle East if — and probably only if — it works with local forces who are prepared to do the fighting
and dying.
Where the massive U.S. ground campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan
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over the past decade and a half became expensive exercises in frustration,
the war against the Islamic State has been far less costly in money and
American lives — and also more successful. Amazingly, over the past
three years, just five Americans have been killed in action in Syria and
Iraq, according to the U.S. military.
The overall human toll has been horrific, even if Americans haven’t
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been paying the price. A triumphal Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi
proclaimed victory in Mosul, but pictures of the city showed a devastated
wasteland of pulverized buildings. We may never know how many thousands of civilians lie under the rubble.
Because the U.S. footprint and casualty levels have been so modest,
to Americans this war has mostly been out of sight, out of mind. But it’s
worth examining how the strategy has worked militarily — and to recognize
the lack of any corresponding political strategy, which may well cause problems down the road.
The American campaign has been built around Special Operations
forces. The SOF slogan has been that the battle must be waged “by, with
and through” local partners. That has meant training, equipping and advising Iraqi and Syrian soldiers — then providing them with air support that
has relentlessly pounded the enemy.
The most brutally efficient part of the campaign has been the secret
“capture or kill” strikes by the United States and some of its partners. In
simple terms, when the United States has had actionable intelligence about
a terrorist operative, it has tried to take that person off the battlefield.
The marriage of local ground forces with U.S. drones, warplanes and
intelligence has been potent. Linda Robinson, a Rand Corp. analyst who
spent weeks observing the fight this spring in Iraq and Syria, wrote in a recent blog post that the United States has found a “new way of warfighting.”
Credit for this innovative campaign goes to the U.S. military, which became increasingly confident after a slow start; to President Barack Obama,
who sent thousands of U.S. troops to Iraq and Syria despite public wariness; and to President Trump, who delegated decisions to the military in
ways that accelerated the campaign.
The surprise has been how motivated and disciplined the Iraqi and Syrian forces have been. They’ve fought bravely, taking significant casualties.
And for the most part, they have cooperated across sectarian lines.
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In Iraq, the United States has relied on two battle-hardened forces: the
Iraqi army’s Counter Terrorism Service and the Kurdish peshmerga. The
two cooperate on the battlefield (even as their political leaders continue to
bicker). Meanwhile, Iraq’s Shiite militias, which analysts feared would undermine the fight against the Sunni extremists, haven’t played that spoiler
role.
In Syria, America’s decisive ally has been the Kurdish militia known as
the YPG. This partnership began almost by accident back in 2014, when
the marauding Islamic State was on the verge of capturing Kobani in northern Syria. Iraqi Kurds from the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan militia touted
the Syrian YPG to their American advisers, and an improvised system of
spotting, targeting and air assault evolved. The Americans were astonished
by the determination of the Kurds, and a warriors’ kinship developed.
The Syrian Kurds were an awkward ally politically, because Turkey regards them (probably rightly) as an offshoot of the terrorist PKK. But as
U.S. Central Command commander Gen. Joseph Votel said at a training
base inside Syria a year ago, “We have to go with what we’ve got” in Syria,
which meant the Kurdish-led force.
This sort of improvised approach has characterized the U.S. effort since
2014. Rather than build the ideal force on a U.S. model, commanders
adapted. Political problems — bitter Turkish opposition, Iraqi Kurdish ambitions for independence, incoherent political strategy for Syria — were put
on the shelf for later. The military strategy has been built on political quicksand, but it’s still standing.
In 2012, the CIA conducted a study that argued that American support
for such local forces had rarely worked. But sources say that agency analysts had an important caveat: In the U.S. interventions that were successful, the United States had operated closely with its partners on the
battlefield. This finding seems to have been reinforced in Syria and Iraq.

Courtesy: The Washington Post
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Difficult Women
By Roxane Gay
Roxane Gay is one of those public intellectuals who
has come to represent a school of thought: in her
case, a 21st-century intersectional feminism that’s
friendly to lipstick but against body shaming; fond
of pop culture but strongly critical of its exclusionary
tendencies. She is known for her fierce stance
against violence towards women, and against the
way fictional representations tend to normalise or
even excuse it. But in her new short story collection,
she is in danger of suggesting that women can find
abuse both cathartic and sexually satisfying.
Gay is a writer of formidable charm and intellect,
with a knack for intriguing premises. She is especially masterful at writing striking openings: “My husband is not a kind man and with him, I am not a
good person”; “The stone-thrower lives in a glass
house with his glass family”; “My husband is a
hunter. I am a knife”. In many stories, this strength
is sustained and magnified. “Requiem for a Glass
Heart” develops into a beautiful allegory on human
frailty. Another gem is “North Country”, about a
young academic at an isolated college who starts a
relationship with a working-class local; it’s meticulous in tone and detail, understated and exquisite.
Where there are flaws in individual stories, they
are those one would expect from someone who is
by temperament a popular writer. Gay’s language
is powerful but sometimes careless, which can result in Fifty Shades prose, like this passage from
“Noble Things”: “From the beginning, they had
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shared something strong, something beyond anything they had ever known … Parker loved her
edge, how she could never be tamed.” The dialogue can also be mechanical. In “La Negra
Blanca”, a woman being sexually harassed by her
boss states baldly, “I need this job”, before submitting to his advances; he then says to her, “Do you
need a Daddy?” by which point the reader is cringing for the wrong reasons. But we’re generally carried past these clumsy details by the force of Gay’s
narrative voice.
The abuser is always a cartoonish, leering, violent pig who not only lacks good qualities; he lacks
any other qualities
A peculiarity of short-story collections is that any
preoccupation of the author stands out, as story
after story returns to it. Here, violence against
women appears in roughly half the stories. This is
not unexpected; what is surprising is how it is portrayed. The abuser is always a cartoonish, leering,
violent pig who not only lacks any good qualities; he
lacks any other qualities. His only feelings are belligerent insecurity and bestial lust. His female partner feels nothing for him – not even fear or guilt. But
all too often, she’s with him voluntarily because she
wants to be beaten. Here is the culmination of a typical scene: “He clasped my throat and squeezed
harder and harder, leaving his mark … I waited for
him to punish me, and when he did, it was perfect
relief.” To be clear, this is a sex scene. In Difficult

Women, abuse only occurs in the context of sex.
Even in the stories that don’t deal with abuse,
sex is most satisfying to women when it leaves
bruises. Occasionally, the bruising is mutual: “They
wanted to hurt each other as much as they loved
each other.” More often, she alone is left with “fresh
bruises spreading across my back, down my ass,
between my thighs”. If a man is gentle, his partner
chides him with, “You don’t have to be soft with me.”
Long story cut short, she’s asking for it.
There are only two instances in which Gay’s
protagonists don’t appreciate violent treatment in
any way. First, thankfully, the stories involving
abuse of children. And in the story “La Negra
Blanca”, a woman who is raped is simply traumatised, as one would expect; but the story focuses
so intently on the man’s vile, racist sexuality and
lingers so much over physical details that it still
leaves an ambiguous taste. The one treatment of
abuse that fully succeeds is in the final story, “Savage Gods”, where the protagonist’s masochism is
deeply explored, and revealed to be a response to
early sexual trauma. Here, the heroine’s psychology is utterly convincing, and the leering pig-like
characters feel magnified by emotion rather than
unrealistically caricatured. This demonstrates that
Gay’s complex investment in this issue can produce fascinating results. But in most of the stories,
the handling feels self-indulgent, even exploitative;
it produces a torrid heat, but sheds no light.
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Bamboo Union: A Pan-Asian delight
for the taste buds
By: Ayesha Khan

We were invited to an exclusive food tasting of Bamboo Union's latest
additions to the menu. Amongst the new additions were the Spicy Tempura
Maki Rolls, the Ginsoy Prawns, Teriyaki Fish, Kung Pao Chicken and Spicy
Basil Beef. Bamboo Union gained popularity in a quick span of time mainly
because of its unique flavours and Asian spice blends that hit the right
spots with an explosion of flavour to tantalise your taste buds.Bamboo
Union is based in a posh locality of Lahore with high-end cafes and restaurants all around. Having such a highly competitive placement geographically has worked to its advantage and secured quite a throng of loyal
customers. The minimalist yet smart decor gives you the feeling that their
focus is truly on their gastronomic creations. They don’t intend to impress
you with an ostentatious façade and substandard food. With an open
kitchen, the live cooking stations are visible at all times from the ground
floor seating.
The 32-year old entrepreneur Raza Ahmed, not a chef professionally,
told us that at Bamboo Union they strive to stand out by pushing limits and
trying new techniques of combining contrasting flavours and textures
whenever adding something new to the menu. His passion for good food
is what drives him to experiment and get creative. He adds "Since I wanted
to get into a sustainable business and not just a faddy place, I opted for
Pan-Asian cuisine. We Lahoris love our desi food and second favourite
food preference is Chinese. Pan-Asian that way appeared to be a safe
choice. Sadly we, as Lahoris, tend to go with the "safe options" rather than
trying something new or different each time."
Soon as we were seated, they served us their version of a refreshing
chilled Mint Margarita, one of the better ones in the city. Spicy Tempura
Maki, for most of you who have never tried sushi, is probably your safest
choice. It contains cooked shrimp. This is slightly different from a regular
crunchy maki, as the outer-crust of the roll is just glutinous-rice with some
Japanese spice, topped with a small piece of shrimp, to be dipped in a
spicy sauce. One bite and we were in love with these rolls. Then came the
Ginsoy Prawns, apart from being absolute eye candy, they were packed
with flavour. These prawns are deep fried, coated with a spicy wasabi mayo
sauce and finally dipped into thinly sliced deep fried potatoes, creating an
unusual crunchy coating. The entire construction is too good and a pleasure for the taste buds.
Coming to the main courses, the Teriyaki Fish was excellent, as the
sauce was pretty well balanced and the fish had perfect texture owing to
the fact that they only use fresh river sole. It’s always safe to order fish
here. Kung Pao Chicken was also very nice, I think. The same can be
found elsewhere with a similar sauce but we had no complaints with the
flavour as the one at Bamboo Union has some extra secret to their sauce
which makes the dish better balanced in terms of spices. Lastly, the Spicy
Basil Beef with its blend of aromatic savoury essences, served with long,
fried red whole chillies on the top, is a firecracker for your palate. For all
Thai food lovers, it’s a must-have as the beef is extremely tender and succulent. The fresh basil and Thai chili made the flavors stand out. If your
spice tolerance is low, this dish is definitely not for the faint hearted. Bamboo Union has also started a secret menu which changes from time to time,
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offering some intriguing innovation or tantalising specialty.
Our regular favourites at our favourite Pan-Asian haunt include the
Grilled Broccoli with Chili Sambal Romesco, a hot, garlicky, nutty red-peppered relish atop grilled broccoli- a must try for broccoli lovers. Another
great dish is the Black Sesame and Ginger Chicken Noodle salad, a safe
option for ordering if you’re not very adventurous with your food choices.
The Chinese Treasure Soup and the Tom Kha Gaye are two soups which
are my personal favourites. Having holidayed in Thailand many times,
(Thai food being one of my favourite cuisines), these soups are as authentic as they come. Sometimes I do feel the need to add some extra spice to
the Tom Kha Gaye as it’s a primarily coconut-based curry soup. A little fish
sauce and chilli-oil goes a long way in terms of enhancing flavour.
For starters, Chicken Dumpling Nachos have tantalising pickle-based
cheese dip; these fried stuffed dumplings pack quite a flavour punch.
Chicken Dumpling sare tender warm pockets of chicken with a pleasant
sauce. The Fiery Tempura Prawnsare quite a favourite of ours as they are
served fresh and tantalising. The delicious Thai Green Curry, Sichuan Chili
Dry, Grilled Prawns with Garlic and Red Chillies,Beef Chili Dry, Crunchy
Honey Beef are all very enjoyable dishes with their own distinctive tang to
tease your senses. They are best served with Sticky Jasmine Rice, the
yummy Egg Fried Rice,or the mouth-watering Garlic Rice. The Lettuce
Wraps with Wok-Fried Chicken/Beef are nice when you don’t want to have
just the usual rice or noodles. The Beef Bibimbap is a Korean dish in which
the rice is topped with sautéed vegetables, chili paste and beef with a nice
fried egg on the top. This is a wonderful concoction for those cold winter
nights when one wants warm soothing comfort food. The Pad Thai with
Chicken/Prawns is the best pad thai Lahore has to offer! Last, but not the
least, Lemon Grass Tea is necessary to help digest all the delightful food
that one consumes so eagerly at Bamboo Union.
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Music

Bridging cultural gaps with music
By Squad Mekhennet

While most media coverage around Islam focuses on wars or terrorism, two
female singers, Falguni Shah and Emel Aykanat, are using music to show a
fuller picture.They do not know each other — one lives in the United States,
the other in Switzerland — but for years they have each used Oriental instruments and rhythms to speak out against racism and try to overcome prejudices.“If there is anything that brings together people and not divide them, it
is music,” said Mrs. Shah, who goes by the name Falu. “When people of different backgrounds become united by valuing the same ideas, I think it is
very easy to fight anything. Radicalism and racism can be fought with a message of peace through beautiful music and inspiring lyrics.”
She was born in India and raised a Hindu, but early in life she encountered
Islam through a Muslim, Sultan Khan, who taught her classical Indian music.
Mr. Khan not only influenced her music, he introduced Falu to her husband,
an oncologist, who also studied music and is now a member of her band.
Halfway through a recent interview at her New York apartment, the singer
stooped to pick up her 11-month-old son Nishaad, planting a kiss on his
cheek.“Bringing a child into this world also increases your responsibility to
save the best things on the planet,” she said, saying that had inspired a recent
song, “A Prayer for the Planet.”
She and her band mix Hindustani classical — a fusion of Arabic and South
Indian music — with pop and Oriental styles. It is East and West, ancient and
modern. Falu said she often collaborated with Arabic musicians, absorbing
Islamic culture as she went. Increasingly well known in India and America,
she performed at the White House in 2009. New York’s openness and multiculturalism made the city her chosen home, although she professed shock
at certain moments: for example, the protests last year against building an
Islamic community center and mosque near the World Trade Center. “I
thought this was driven by a lack of knowledge, and by generalizations that
can be countered through education,” she said. “I am planning to write a song
about it.”
Half a world away in Switzerland, where in November 2009 voters approved a ban on the construction of minarets for mosques, Emel Aykanat
spoke — in German with a Swiss accent — of her feeling that the country
where she was born was becoming openly anti-Muslim.“I remember how I
was marching, advanced in pregnancy, against the ban,” she said. Her
boyfriend, who is also the father of her 22-month-old daughter, Ayleen, was
even more active in fighting the minaret ban, she said. He is half-Jewish, half-
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Christian. Ms. Aykanat is the daughter of Turkish immigrants and grew up in
a mainly immigrant neighborhood in Zurich with workers from Turkey, the former Yugoslavia and Arab countries.
Her mother taught her prayers, and she attended Koran school; her family
welcomed friends of all cultural backgrounds. “I was also influenced by Christianity since I grew up with many Christians. For all of us, it is clear there is
one god, and it is the same god for all monotheist religions. And all human
people have been made by god.” In the 1990s, she performed with the musicians Xavier Naidoo and Sabrina Setlur and the band FettesBrot, wellknown in German-speaking countries. She hopes to reach the finals to
represent Swizerland in a European song contest.In the late 1990s, she
moved to Los Angeles with her then husband, Ashley Ingram, a black musician who played bass in a band, Imagination. She said it was Mr. Ingram who
had inspired her to include more Turkish and Arabic culture in her music.
Today, she sings mainly in English; her themes are political and social.
In one new song, “She,” Ms. Aykanat explores so-called honor killings,
addressing directly the mother, father and brother of the victim. “People who
are from the same culture very often keep silent, and I had the feeling that
people in the West think we would agree to it,” she said, pausing and looking
at her daughter. “It was important to me, as a Turkish woman, to show people
how I would talk to the family of the victim.”Like Mrs. Shah, Ms. Aykanat believes that music is one of the best ways to fight prejudices. “If I write a song
as a Muslim woman, which the people like, I think it is much more complicated
for people to hate a culture or a group, if they already know someone they
like.”Both singers say it would be important to have more role models and
people who can build bridges between cultures. “As a child, I was always
looking for female Muslim role models,” Ms. Aykanat said. “People who have
made it, even though it was a hard road.”
Mrs. Shah sees a need for cultural ambassadors as the gaps between
cultures and religions deepen. “Music is an important tool, but it is also important who is singing, speaking or writing,” she said. “If you got the right people, you can build bridges and translate the fears and problems of the other
side.”Ms. Aykanat remembered a Swiss woman who came to her to complain
about her Moroccan neighbors, who were taking the fresh mint from her garden to make tea. “I told her, go and tell them I have cursed the mint — if you
eat it, you will have seven years’ bad luck. The woman called me later and
said it worked,” she laughed.
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Film

King Arthur: Legend of the Sword
By Manohla Dargis

•
Directed by Guy Ritchie
•
Stars Charlie Hunnam, Astrid Bergès-Frisbey, Jude Law,
Djimon Hounsou, Eric Bana
•
Rating PG-13
•
Running Time 2h. 6m
•
Genres Action, Adventure, Drama, Fantasy
A film review about Guy Ritchie’s “King Arthur: Legend of
the Sword” misidentified the royal figure that Jude Law’s villainous character, Vortigern, is channeling in the film. It is
Richard III, not Richard II.
The galumphing digital elephants crashing through the
hectic, murky opening of King Arthur: Legend of the Sword
are an early sign that this isn’t meant to be your granddad’s
Arthurian legend. And, well, why should it be or how could it
be, given who’s behind the camera? The director Guy Ritchie
likes his action fast and frenetic, and he’s more focused on
how things look — mostly, he’s chasing that certain something called cool — than in narrative coherency or plausibility.
And, anyway, those angry elephants are magical, just like the
dragons swooping through the HBO show Game of Thrones.
It’s hard not to attribute the existence of this new
Arthurian tale in part to the global success of Game of
Thrones, which has hooked legions on its epic soap opera,
clashing swords, spurting blood and unending intrigue. The
Arthur story has played out differently across the centuries,
from the Middle Ages to T. H. White’s novel The Sword in the
Stone to Disney’s 20th-century cartoon take, and each moment in time shapes the way it’s told. In this case, that means
something old, something blockbustery and that Guy Ritchie
je ne sais quoi.
Put differently, this variation on the Arthurian legend fleetingly brings to mind Game of Thrones but mostly plays out
according to the Ritchie template: a self-amused, endlessly
resourceful laddish hero gets in and out of trouble with winks,
smarts and brute force, sometimes in the company of Jude
Law. This time the resident rogue is Arthur, played with easy,
low-wattage charisma by Charlie Hunnam, who has a gift for
delivering nonsense without seeming embarrassed. Mr. Law,
who played Watson in Mr. Ritchie’s “Sherlock” flicks, takes on
mustache-twirling duties as Vortigern, a louche pouter who
skulks around in black, doubtless dreaming of Richard III.
Arthur and Vortigern mix it up amid a lot of shenanigans, detours
and filler, some bad, some good and all of it disposable. Written by Mr.
Ritchie, Joby Harold and Lionel Wigram, the movie is mostly about establishing Arthur’s origin story, which turns on the usual reluctant hero
coming to terms with his destiny, meaning Dad (Eric Bana) and Dad’s
mighty sword. This lineage and its burdens take a while to work
through, primarily because this movie plays like the first installment in
a hoped-for series. Merlin scarcely makes the scene, and Guinevere
and Lancelot have yet to arrive to stir up trouble.
The opener is a clotted visual mess, which isn’t surprising. But it is
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disappointing just because the whole thing — the landscape, castle
and so forth — is so drearily fake and ugly, even if the elephants are
kind of amusing and it’s always nice to see Mr. Bana. The movie improves once Mr. Ritchie moves closer to his actors, a pleasantly diverting crew that includes Djimon Hounsou as a fixer extraordinaire and
Astrid Bergès-Frisbey as a witchy woman of some type. They help sell
the generic goods — basically, a band of merry, dirty dozen (or so)
smarty-pants renegades giving it to the Man — and the results are
easy enough to watch, especially if, like Mr. Hunnam, you don’t embarrass easily.
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Your View
What to eat

Contaminated water
THE residents of Sector 7D/3, North Karachi, have been facing great

PUNJAB Food Authority officials are continuing their raids

difficulties because of poor civic facilities such as lack of water, and

to ensure that people buy and consume hygienic, healthy

damaged roads, overflowing sewerage, stinking garbage. But the

and adulteration-free food.

biggest problem is the supply of unhygienic and contaminated drinking

They are conducting raids on outlets of manufacturers and

water. The cause of this is the sewerage system which is inadequate to

suppliers of food items such as the bakery stuff, fruits

cater to the needs of an overwhelming population. Much of the sewer-

packed and fresh milk, juices, sweetmeat, eggs, chips and

age remains standing on roads in the locality. Furthermore, lack of re-

what not, destroying huge quantities of items found un-

pair and maintenance has damaged the water pipelines. Thus,

healthy and adulterated in any manner and also imposing

sewerage gets mixed with drinking water at various points in the locality.

heavy fines on the guilty.

The contaminated drinking water is leading to the spread of diseases

They are doing a fine job, but in doing so, food authority offi-

like hepatitis, diarrhea and cholera, among the residents. The Supreme

cials have made the list of eatable items very limited. Every

Court has passed orders directing all relevant authorities to ensure sup-

day, people read in newspapers such and such food items

ply of hygienic drinking water to the people. It seems the authorities

are adulterated and not fit for human consumption. The

concerned didn’t take this point seriously. Many complaints have been

people are horrified on reading what their food items gener-

lodged with Complaint Cell 919 and 136 at the chief minister and gover-

ally contain.

nor houses, respectively, but no stringent action has been taken so far.It

This is to request the PFA officials to tell the public at large

is suggested that sewerage lines be segregated from water where the

what they should eat and what they should avoid, as the list

cause is found. Besides, new lines should be installed.

of adulterated food items is already pretty long and getting
Nisar Ahmed
Karachi

lengthier with every passing day.
The law governing the PFA should be revisited on a priority
basis and the amount of fine as well the jail term should be
enhanced to make the law effective and stringent.

Maryam before JIT

Em Zee Rifat
Lahore

MARYAM Nawaz told reporters: “Nobody has any right to look into the
private accounts of the Sharif family.” What a misleading statement!
Doesn’t she remember her father had declared “all (his) private accounts” to the election commission, as prime minister? Doesn’t she remember that the Supreme Court and JIT exercise is not towards public

Tourism and security

money, but ‘private money’ and its sources? Facts would be known to
the public since one can fool some people for some time, all people for
some time but cannot fool all people for all the time.
Qasim Abbas
Canada

INTER-CITY tourism in the country has seen a rapid rise
over the years, especially owing to an improvement in security conditions.
Citizens, who once used to travel abroad during vacations
are now taking tours to the northern areas such as Hunza
and Gilgit-Baltistan, which have plenty of picturesque land-

K-Electric

scapes to offer along with the fresh, clean and cool air.

I WOULD like to highlight the severity of torment that we Karachiites
are facing at the hands of K-Electric. Generally, the frequent power
breakdowns are observed in many parts of the city, be its settled or
unsettled areas, but in particular the situation got worse in the recent
rain where almost the entire city was without electricity for several
hours. In some blocks of the Federal B Area the power breakdown
lasted more than 18 hours. This is the situation in areas where KE
gets full revenue of its billing. One can assume the problems in those
areas where the KE does not get full recovery.
Hareem Muneer
Karachi
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A matter of concern is crime. However, it is good to know
that a special tourist police force is being launched along
with a tourist facilitation centre in the Nathiagali area. The
centre will work round-the-clock.
In fact, the provincial government has also plans to set up
similar tourist facilitation centres at other tourist destinations such as Swat, Mansehra and Abbottabad.
Other provinces with a range of popular tourist points
should follow suit.
Zaman Riaz
Karachi
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You can make money through your own creative efforts. Friends and relatives can give
you good advice. You may have difficulties
with foreigners. You will have to check your
cash flow before you decide to indulge in
hobbies or entertainment that may be beyond your budget. Your lucky day this week
will be Wednesday.

You should expect to have changes in your
home. You can set your goals and make a
beeline for your target. Keep calm. Someone around you is bouncing off the walls. Investments that deal with property will be
lucrative; however, upsets with family members may be likely. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.

Look into attending seminars that can expand your perception. You could find yourself caught in a one sided relationship. You
have been going through a period of change
that has caused problems for you with your
loved ones. Limitations will set in if you
haven't followed the rules. Your lucky day
this week will be Sunday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Go out with friends and avoid the situation
on the home front. You will find their philosophies worth exploring. Look for something
entertaining to do. You've got that competitive edge. Only bite off what you can chew.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Your emotions may get the better of you.
Don't let your health suffer because of
abuse. Be extra careful with your valuables;
loss and theft are evident this week. You
need some excitement in your life, and
meeting new people in exotic destinations
will certainly satisfy your desires. Your lucky
day this week will be Thursday.

Your ability to organize and get everyone
together will enhance your popularity and
bring interest from potential mates. Do not
allow colleagues to hinder your ambitions.
Don't count your chickens before they
hatch. You have to let go of your past if you
wish to get out of any sentimental mood
that might be hanging over your head.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Debates will stifle passion and result in estrangement. Look into projects that you feel
would con tribute something to your appearance. You will have no problem getting your
point across to those in a position to help you.
Verbal abuse may lead to walkouts; don't make
any rash statements you may regret later. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday.

Plans to make physical improvements may
lead to psychological changes, too. Take
time to find out if anyone has a better suggestion before you make arrangements for
the whole family. Don't ruffle the feathers of
those you care about most. You can make
major accomplishments while on short trips.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Social events held in your home will be successful and entertaining for those who attend. Listen to the advice given by others.
You can certainly gain popularity; however,
don't do it by paying for everyone else. Opportunities to travel will develop through
peers. Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Sudden changes regarding colleagues may
surprise you. You are best to be discreet.
You can expect changes in your living
arrangements. Depression may be likely if
you're away from home. Your lucky day this
week will be Monday.

You should spend your day trying to get things
completed at work. Try to be reasonable. Relatives may not be telling you the whole truth
about a family situation. Do your best, but don't
make too many promises or you may exhaust
yourself. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

Pleasure trips will turn out to be better
than anticipated. Travel opportunities
should be your first choice. Opportunities
for travel must be carefully considered.
You can bet officials will be waiting for you
when you do.Your lucky day this week will
be Tuesday.
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