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Politics

PML-N: War of
succession
Nasim Ahmed

Misfortune never comes alone. After the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif,
the PML-N is now facing what some analysts have described as an existential crisis. There are tell-tale signs of disaffection in the party, and there
is a strong lobby of party men who want Shahbaz Sharif to replace Nawaz
Sharif as the chief of the PML-N.
Media reports say that the PML-N is now virtually divided between two
groups – one led by former prime minister Nawaz Sharif and the other by
Sharif’s younger brother and incumbent Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif. The differences between the two are said to be too serious and
hard to reconcile.
Since Nawaz’s departure from the Prime Minister House, following the
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Supreme Court verdict in the Panamagate case on July 28, a thinking has
developed within the party ranks that the leadership role should be assigned to Shahbaz Sharif. There has also been talk of changing the
nomenclature of the party from Nawaz League to Shahbaz League – the
way Junejo League transformed into the Nawaz League and the Nawaz
League into Q-League.
While Nawaz Sharif has become a liability for the PML-N, especially
owing to his confrontationist attitude towards the judiciary and the army,
Shahbaz sharif has emerged as a voice of reason and moderation. Moreover, Shahbaz Sharif in his nine years of chief ministership has created a
strong following in the party. According to some informed sources, Shah-
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baz Sharif accommodated many powerful lobbies in the provincial government and acquired the role of a father-figure. This role is in sharp contrast
to the regal style of Nawaz Sharif who always kept party members and
the general public at bay and preferred to surround himself with a handful
of cronies, especially those close to Maryam Safdar.
Nawaz Sharif has been committing one blunder after another. In the
course of the Panama case hearing, he openly challenged the authority
of the Supreme Court and ignored the voice of saner elements in the party.
He sidelined time-tested aides like Ch. Nisar Ali Khan and Mehtab Abbasi
and relied on Maryam Nawaz and her cohort of hangers-on. The former
prime minister repeatedly ignored his younger brother’s advice and went
on a collision course with state institutions even before being disqualified
in the Panamagate case.
After Nawaz’s disqualification, Shahbaz Sharif was the obvious choice
for premiership and party leadership, but the former prime minister heeded
the advice of his daughter Maryam and wife Kulsoom Nawaz against elevating Shahbaz Sharif. Not only this. Shahbaz Sharif’s son Hamza was
also sidelined from the party affairs and replaced with Maryam to run Kulsoom’s election campaign for NA-120 by-poll. That further deepened the
split within the party and the family.
The possibility of Nawaz Sharif being convicted is strong. If Nawaz is
convicted by the accountability court, and he backs Shahbaz as his successor, then transition would be easy. Otherwise, there will be confusion
and disarray in the party. Some old party loyalists have already come out
openly to have Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif as PML-N leader.
Riaz Hussain Pirzada, a federal minister known for his frank outbursts, recently declared that it was time for the younger Sharif to replace former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif as PML-N chief.
This demand was later endorsed by a Punjab government spokesman
who commented that it was pragmatic to do so. Meanwhile, reports have
been circulating in the press about a meeting of 40 PML-N MPAs from various parts of the province in Lahore to discuss the possibility of replacing
Nawaz Sharif with his younger brother as the party head. Similar state-
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ments have also emanated from people said to belong to what is known
as “the Shahbaz camp” within the PML-N. These statements include those
made by Hamza Shahbaz, an influential MNA in his own right.
The dilemma facing the PML-N now is how to survive the challenge to
the party posed by the array of corruption cases facing Nawaz Sharif and
his family. The Shahbaz Sharif branch of the family and a large number of
Muslim League members have been advocating a moderate approach,
while Maryam Nawaz has taken an aggressive stance along with her father. It is generally believed that a more measured, less acrimonious thrust
on the part of the PML-N would ensure the survival of the party as a political entity. This will necessarily involve the passing of the leadership mantle
to Shahbaz Sharif. But so far, there is no nod for this from Nawaz Sharif.
In the view of some analysts, if there is an inordinate delay in the transition, the party risks losing members to opposing forces and a split will
come sooner rather than later. It is believed that at the moment Shahbaz
Sharif is willing to become prime minister and PML-N chief with Nawaz’s
support. But a stage would soon be reached where he will have no option
but to defy Nawaz Sharif.
A section of the media has repeatedly talked of “hidden hands” active
behind the scenes to create internal division in the PML-N, but long time
observers of the national political scene are of the opinion that if anybody
is to blame for the current situation, it is Nawaz Sharif himself. In this connection, it is relevant to note here that PML-N Chairman Raja Zafarul Haq
has termed the reports of any rift in the party as wishful thinking. The fact
of the matter is that the challenge to the PML-N is the severest in its 30year history.
No doubt, the party survived eight long and hard years of Pervez
Musharraf’s military rule, but the recent turn of events poses a real threat
to it. In the past, the PML-N faced external threats, but this time around
the threat is from within the family. The threat is from the war of succession
among members of the second generation of Sharifs. And, as always, the
struggle for power is a no holds barred game. The coming months will
show who wins – Maryam Nawaz or Hamza Sharif.
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Food

Pakistan:
problem of hunger
Nasim Ahmed

World Food Day is observed each year on 16 October, the day on which
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) was
founded in 1945 in Quebec, Canada. It was an important step forward in
man's perpetual struggle against hunger and malnutrition since the dawn
of civilization. FAO was conceived as a platform and mechanism through
which its member countries could deal with the problems of food supply
and hunger.
The objectives of World Food Day are to:
• encourage attention to agricultural food production and to stimulate
national, bilateral, multilateral and non-governmental efforts to this end;
• encourage economic and technical cooperation among developing
countries;
• encourage the participation of rural people, particularly women and
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the least privileged categories, in decisions and activities influencing their
living conditions;
• heighten public awareness of the problem of hunger in the world;
• promote the transfer of technologies to the developing world; and
• strengthen international and national solidarity in the struggle against
hunger, malnutrition and poverty and draw attention to achievements in
food and agricultural development.
Over the years, the world has made tremendous progress in the fight
against hunger. Since 1990, the number of hungry people in the world has
fallen by over 200 million while the global population has grown. Yet, 795
million people will still go to bed hungry every night, and another 1.2 billion
people are not getting the nutritious food they need to survive and thrive.
Not having enough or the right food to eat affects the physical and cog-
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nitive development of children, negatively impacting their ability to learn
and to become productive members of their communities. Hunger and malnutrition trap people in poverty. Malnutrition also plays a role in nearly half
the deaths of children under the age of five by weakening their immune
systems and making them more vulnerable to life-threatening diseases.
There's currently enough food to feed everyone in the world, but it's
just not distributed fairly and efficiently. Recently, 193 world leaders made
a historic commitment to 17 Global Goals to end poverty, fight inequality
and tackle climate change. One of these goals aims to eradicate hunger
and malnutrition in all forms by 2030. Achieving this goal all starts with
farmers. Smallholder farmers have the power to feed their communities
and countries, but they are too often affected by poverty and lack of resources.
The majority of people who live on less than $2 a day depend on agriculture for their livelihood. Empowering smallholder farmers is key to ensuring everyone has access to nutritious food and at the same it can lift
millions of people out of poverty. Yet the future of poor farmers is threatened by climate change. Three-quarters of the extreme poor base their
livelihood on agriculture or other rural activities. Creating conditions that
allow rural people, especially youth, to stay at home when they feel it is
safe to do so, and to have more resilient livelihoods, is a crucial component
of any plan to end world hunger.
Pakistan too faces the problem of rising hunger. According to a report
of the International Food Policy Research Institute, Pakistan remains at
the bottom of the Global Hunger Index, standing at 106 among 119 developing countries, as the nation faces serious hunger problems and lags behind India and even most of the African states. The Washington-based
IFPRI organization has released its fresh Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2017,
which shows that Pakistan is facing serious hunger problem and the situation could become “alarming” in the coming years. According to the report, 22% population is undernourished in Pakistan which continues to
raise concerns with its score on the high end of the “serious” category.
The 2017 report ranks 119 countries in the developing world, nearly
half of which have “extremely alarming”, “alarming” or “serious” hunger
levels. South Asia with 30.9 score has the highest levels of hunger, followed closely by Africa south of the Sahara 29.4. At 32.6, Pakistan has
the second highest hunger score – only Afghanistan has worse – in all of
Asia. Pakistan’s next door neighbour, India, has the third highest score of
31.4 in Asia, and is ranked at 100 overall. Afghanistan is ranked at 107
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with a 33.3 score. Countries like Ethiopia, Angola, Uganda and Rwanda
fared better than Pakistan, underscoring growing inequality in the country
despite official claims that Pakistan was on course to join top 25
economies of the world. The GHI score is a multidimensional index composed of four indicators—proportion of undernourished in the population,
prevalence of child mortality, child stunting, and child wasting (low weight
for height). On the severity scale, a GHI score of less than 10 means “low”
prevalence of hunger while a score of more than 50 implies an “extremely
alarming” situation.
The report says that about one-fifth of Pakistan’s total population is undernourished. This should be a matter of concern for policymakers. Instead
of improving the situation, the government has delayed releasing the data
on some social indicators like the employment status. The most alarming
figure is child stunting, as 45% children are facing the problem of impaired
body growth due to poor nutrition. This ratio was 40.3% during 2006 to
2010 period. According to the GHI report, slightly above one out of every
ten children of under five years of age were suffering from wasting –low
weight for their height, but it was down from 12.8% during 2006-2010. The
child mortality rate remained at 8.1% under the age of five – down from
9.6%, according to the report.
While referring to the results of various studies conducted between
2011 and 2016, the IFPRI said that between 2013 and 2015, Sindh suffered from a severe drought, particularly the Thar Desert region that covers
much of one district, Umerkot. In the most recent Human Development
Index for Pakistan, Tharparkar was ranked in the bottom category. An indepth assessment in 2015 concluded that virtually the entire population of
Thar was living below the international poverty line of $1.90 per person
per day. Thar has received fewer resources to stimulate its development
than other parts of the country. By way of contrast, the richest districts in
Pakistan receive five times more public funds on average than the poorest.
Clearly, the government needs to change its priorities.
The PML-N government had launched two programmes –first the Millennium Development Goals and then Prime Minister’s Global Sustainable
Development Goals Achievement Programme — and allocated billions of
rupees for improving social indicators across the country. It allocated Rs50
billion for these programmes in last two budgets. Ironically, the Rs30 billion
funds that are placed under the head of the PM’s Global SDGs Achievement Programme during fiscal year 2017-18 are spent on parliamentarians’ schemes like village electrification and provision of gas facilities.
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Artful Dodgers

Sharifs playing
games to save
each other?
Muhammad Hassan

Rumours are rife that work has begun on a relief package for Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif. Word has it that the Hudaibiya Paper Mills money
laundering and Model Town cases are being put on the back burner to
save the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) from disintegration and
politics of the Sharif family.
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According to analysts, former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his
camp, including his daughter Maryam Nawaz, Senator Asif Kirmani, ministers Tariq Fazal Chaudhry, Talal Chaudhry and Daniyal Aziz, will continue
to savage the establishment and the judiciary to get maximum relief from
the courts in corruption cases. On the other hand,it is said that Shahbaz
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Sharif will pretend to oppose his elder brother and his camp’s confrontation
policy to get maximum relief for himself and his son Hamza Shahbaz in
the Hudaibiya Mills and Model Town cases. It is said the powers-that-be
do not want a party, which they have promoted and nurtured for over three
decades, to fade away and they have chosen Shahbaz Sharif to head it
as he is more flexible than his elder brother and much closer to them.
Efforts to provide breathing space to the ruling party have expedited
after cracks started widening in it. Voices are growing in the party against
the election of Nawaz Sharif as PML-N president despite his disqualification by the Supreme Court of Pakistan. Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial
Coordination Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada suggested Shahbaz Sharif lead
the party since Nawaz Sharif was facing trial in corruption cases. What
Pirzada said could be his personal opinion, but it reflects aspirations of a
group in the party. Few days ago, over 60 PML-N legislators from the Punjab met to discuss their future. They asked Nawaz Sharif to announce a
clear roadmap to the 2018 election and tell them who would lead the election campaign. According to another report, more than 70 PML-N MNAs,
who call themselves a “worried group,” have held several meetings after
the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif.
Many PML-N lawmakers endorse Riaz Pirzada’s criticism of Nawaz Sharif
on his re-election as the party head and believe his proposal to replace
Nawaz Sharif with his younger brother is the only viable solution for the party.
“At the moment, most PML-N parliamentarians are confused and want
Nawaz Sharif and Shahbaz Sharif to have a sitting with us to give us a clear
direction leading to next year’s election,” Punjab Minister for Labour and
Human Resource Raja Ashfaq Sarwar told the media. He was among the
ruling party MPAs, who recently met in Lahore. It is said the legislators, mostly
from south Punjab, also discussed the formation a forward bloc in the party
to negotiate better packages with the Sharifs ahead of the election.
Against the backdrop of the rifts, the Sharif family has adopted a twopronged policy to keep the party intact and extract some relief from the
establishment. The two brothers and their families are trying to create an
impression among workers and legislators that they have no differences.
Nawaz Sharif and his camp continue to target the judiciary and the establishment while Shahbaz Sharif and his son, Hamza Shahbaz, appear to
be opposing his confrontation policy in public, but it is part of their strategy.
It is said the two brothers have a minor difference of opinion on some is-
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sues but their children, Hamza and Maryam Nawaz, have serious rifts. The
family attempted to play down the rifts by arranging a meting between the
two. The media highlighted their meeting, said to be the first since the
onset of the Panama Papers. They met at the Sharifs’ Model Town residence after the intervention of their elders. Shahbaz Sharif “mediated” between the cousins. According to media reports, Shahbaz advised Maryam
to abandon confrontation, because a clash with the judiciary or the military
would neither benefit the country nor the PML-N. “Confrontation among
institutions is not in the interest of the country,” Shahbaz said after the
meeting. Following in the footstep of his father, Hamza said a clash of institutions would be harmful for the system. “All of us should work together.
I love my forces — the army, Rangers and police,” he said, apparently
against the policy of his uncle. He also told the media he and his father
had failed to dissuade Nawaz Sharif and his daughter from adopting a policy of confrontation with institutions.
According to PML-N insiders, Maryam was directed by her father not
to take on the establishment and the judiciary for some time, after he received a “serious message from some quarters.” According to some analysts, work has already started to provide a National Reconciliation Order
(NRO)-like relief package to the Sharifs. Others say the situation has
changed now and another NRO is impossible to draft and implement.
When former President General (retd) Pervez Musharraf had drafted the
NRO, under pressure from international forces, to pave the way for Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif and his family to return from exile, the judiciary
and Imran Khan were not so strong. They will not let it happen again, even
if the establishment was forced by international forces to announce some
relief package for the Sharifs.
Even if Nawaz Shaif is allowed to leave Pakistan and cases against
him are put into cold storage, Shahbaz Sharif will not be able to lead the
ruling party for long as the Hudaibiya Mills case could affect his status.
The joint investigation team (JIT), set up by the Supreme Court in the
Panama case, had written to British authorities for details of a London High
Court judgment in the case after it was sealed. Desealing of the case requires some time and it is said all details will be provided to the court in a
few months. More cases are also expected against the Sharifs in the next
six months and it appears the good cop, bad cop policy of the Sharif brothers will not work.
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Crime

The LNG landmine
Muhammad Ali

The controversy surrounding a $22 billion agreement with Qatar for providing liquefied natural gas (LNG) to Pakistan for 20 years refuses to subside even after the passage of two years of the pact. Efforts of
governments of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and current Prime
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi to keep its details under wraps have added
to suspicions about it.
According to critics, the project is a source of over Rs20b annual corruption for some people who are close to former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif. As the project was signed between two private companies, not between Pakistan and Qatar, it opened avenues of corruption for investors,
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linked to the former prime minister. It is alleged that he persuaded his close
friends to invest in the project, in return for huge profits, at the cost of the
interest of the people of Pakistan. Some say owners of big media houses
are also partners in the project. According to complaints, the contract for
the LNG import and distribution was awarded to the Elengy Terminal, a
subsidiary of Engro, in 2013, in violation of the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) rules and relevant laws.
The project remained hidden from the public for some time but it was
brought into the limelight by Awami Muslim League (AML) chief Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed recently. He has filed a corruption reference against Prime
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Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi in the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), seeking his disqualification. “Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
is not Sadiq and Ameen (honest) as he, among others, had signed an
agreement (when he was the minister for petroleum and natural resources)
to buy LNG which involved irregularities up to Rs200 billion,” he said in the
petition. He intends to move the Supreme Court of Pakistan if the ECP
does not entertain his petition. He claimed that he was receiving threats
for filing the plea to open a case against the prime minister.
Earlier, the National Accountability Bureau (NAB), under its former
head, had cleared the prime minister of wrongdoing after probing the issue
for over 17 months. It registered a case on July 29, 2015, but it could not
cross the inquiry stage in the period, contrary to former NAB Chairman
Qamar Zaman Chaudhry’s claim that he had introduced a new strategy
under which the process of complaint verification, inquiry, investigation and
filing of references would be completed in 10 months. Ultimately, Abbasi
was cleared in December 2016. The case was registered on the complaint
of Shahid Sattar, an energy expert and former member of the Planning
Commission, accusing Abbasi of misusing his authority and causing a potential $2bn loss to the national exchequer in 15 years. Other suspects in
the case included former Petroleum Secretary Abid Saeed, Inter State Gas
Systems (ISGS) managing director Mobin Saulut, private firm Engro’s chief
executive officer Emranul Haq and the Sui Southern Gas Company’s
(SSGC) ex-MD Zuhair Ahmed Siddiqui.
According to NAB documents, its prosecutors had recommended placing the names of all accused in the case, including Abbasi, on the Exit
Control List (ECL), but the former NAB chairman abruptly decided to drop
the case. The former NAB chief was considered a Nawaz Sharif loyalist
and during his tenure he attempted to drop all corruption cases against
the Sharif family. The dumping of the LNG case could be part of his strategy. Earlier, the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) had also announced that it
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would move the Supreme Court for reopening the LNG case but later
dropped the idea and decided to raise the issue in the parliament to press
NAB, under its new chief, to reopen the inquiry.
The agreement was inked between Global Energy Infrastructure Ltd.
(GEIL) of Turkey and Qatar Gas Board, two private companies. Under the
project, Qatar is providing $1 billion LNG to Pakistan annually. Qatar Liquefied Gas Company Limited will sell LNG to Pakistan State Oil (PSO) till
2031. It is alleged that the Petroleum Ministry, through Inter-State Gas Systems (ISGS), had illegally awarded the LNG terminal contract to Engro, a
private firm, whose owner is a secret business partner of former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif. Officials of Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC)
reported to the investigators that they had been bypassed as the procuring
agency by the ministry when it empowered ISGS to award the LNG terminal contract. They said they were forced by the then petroleum minister to
sign an agreement for the capacity payment of $272,000 every day to the
private terminal company of Engro, which amounts to $100 million every
year from the taxpayers’ money, whether the terminal operates or not.
When the PSO management objected to it, it was sidelined and its board
was dissolved on the pretext of an enquiry into a petrol crisis.
The price of the imported gas has also been an issue since the signing of
the project. According to experts, $8 per million British thermal units (MMBTU)
is too high as compared to prices in other countries, which range between
$2 and $5 per MMBTU due to decline in LNG demand and increase in its international production. The purchase of LNG at a high price points out lack
of transparency and involvement of billions of dollars in kickbacks in the deal.
The secrecy in the agreement lends credence to apprehensions about
its fairness. It has not been discussed in the media, because of the involvement of media house owners in it and its technical details. All corruption
cases of the Sharif family, pending for decades, have been opened on the
order of the Supreme Court of Pakistan after the Panama Leaks.
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Corruption

Nabbing NAB

Muhammad Zain

The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) has drafted a bill, with the
help of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), to replace the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) with the National Accountability Commission.
The new law is based on the spirit that the National Accountability Ordinance (NAO) 1999, under which NAB and accountability courts were set
up, was framed by a dictator to punish politicians, and hence it should be
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abolished. It means the new law aims to provide relief to politicians from
the past law.
The role of NAB, under its former head, largely remained ineffective
in curbing corruption in Pakistan. It failed to investigate cases decadesold. The NAB chairman’s approval is necessary to investigate and send
cases to the accountability courts. The former chairman sat on corruption
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cases of the Sharifs and former
President Asif Ali Zardari and
others for decades and facilitated them through weak evidence and prosecution in the
accountability courts. The result
was that Asif Zardari was exonerated
in dozens of corruption cases against
him. NAB had also closed all cases
against the Sharif family, but the Panama
Leaks exposed its role. The Supreme Court of
Pakistan called it a dead organization during the
Panama case hearing.
According to government ministers and PPP leaders, the
National Accountability Ordinance is a draconian law, which was
framed by former President General (retd) Pervez Musharraf to harass
and punish “innocent” politicians. The question is that if the law was so
strict, why did it fail to control corruption in the country? Why did it fail to
net the big fish? If the government and the PPP had been serious about
purging the country of graft, they would have removed flaws in the law,
instead of bringing new legislation. Another question is that if a law, made
by a dictator to “witch-hunt” politicians, failed to bring the corrupt to book,
how could a law made by politicians to bring relief to themselves produce
desired results?
The new draft, made in the light of the Charter of Democracy (CoD),
signed between the PML-N and the PPP 11 years ago, is bound to raise
serious doubts. Under the agreement, both parties had decided to cover
up the corruption of each other’s leaders after coming to power alternately.
The PPP government, under former President Asif Zardari, and the PMLN government, under former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, proved it. Former NAB Chairman Qamar Zaman facilitated leaders of both parties. He
favoured them with flawed investigations, insubstantial evidence and
weak witnesses. The two parties, under a secret deal, dumped cases
against each other. When they have drafted a new law on corruption, it
means it will suit their purpose.
The new draft bill says: “The National Accountability Commission
(NAC) shall comprise a chairperson, deputy chairperson, member (legal)
and member (accounts). The chairperson will be a serving judge of the
Supreme Court and the deputy chairperson will be a serving judge of a
high court. In case a serving judge of the Supreme Court or High Court is
not available for appointment as chairperson or deputy chairperson, a retired judge of the Apex Court or High Court may be appointed as chairperson or deputy chairperson. It says the commission’s decisions will be
expressed in terms of majority and, in case of equal votes, the chairperson will have a casting vote. The chairperson, deputy chairperson and
members will be nominated by the prime minister in consultation with the
leader of the opposition in the National Assembly, and in case of the chairperson and deputy chairperson, with consent of the nominated judge and
with the concurrence of the chief justice and the chief justice of the High
Court concerned, respectively. The parliamentary committee shall confirm
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the nomination in a meeting to be held within 15 days of the receipt of the
reference by the committee in accordance with such procedure as may
be prescribed. After confirmation by the parliamentary committee chairman, deputy chairman and members shall be appointed by the prime minister for a term of three years each and shall not be eligible for any
extension of tenure or for re-appointment.
Under the existing National Accountability Ordinance, the term of the
chairperson, deputy chairperson and prosecutor general is four years.
The NAC bill says that the chairperson and deputy chairperson will continue to be entitled to the salary and privileges granted to a judge of the
Supreme Court and a judge of the High Court. It says the parliamentary
committee shall be constituted by the speaker of the National Assembly
in consultation with the Senate chairperson, and shall consist of six members from the treasury benches and six from opposition parties in equal
number from the Senate and the National Assembly. The committee will
make its own rules of procedure, including the manner of electing its chairperson.
According to media reports, the new legislation envisages that all accountability courts will also abolished and corruption cases would be
transferred to sessions courts, which would hear them on a daily basis.
Cases pending for over 10 years will be quashed. No court, even the
Supreme Court of Pakistan, will be able to take up corruption cases after
their hearing in sessions courts starts. Contrary to the existing laws, which
are prevalent all over the world in corruption cases, the National Accountability Commission (NAC) would have to provide proof of corruption
against the accused. Under the new law, loan defaulters could not be
prosecuted without a reference by the State Bank of Pakistan governor.
The sessions courts are already overburdened with cases. Millions of
cases are pending in the lower courts, where corruption is also rife. Daily
hearing of cases will put extra pressure on them. Corruption in the courts
means more chances for corrupt people to go scot-free. It appears the
PML-N and the PPP have drafted the new law, keeping in view corruption
cases against their leaders. If they had been serious about elimination of
corruption in the country, flaws in the old legislation could have been eliminated and procedures tightened up.
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Security

Changes in
the region
Raza Khan

Rapid changes could be observed in the security situation of the PakistanAfghanistan region, as well as wider South Asia, with some positive and
other negative developments. All these changes together would have a
strong impact on the stability and security of the region in the coming
months and years.
Firstly, in a US drone attack right on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border,
at least 20 hardcore militants of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Jamaat-ul-Ahrar (JuA) and other militant groups have been killed. There have
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been drone attacks in past years inside Pakistan, and in the border region
and they have also been quite effective. But the drone attack which was
carried out a couple of weeks ago in the Afghan area adjacent to the Kurram Agency of Pakistan, was extremely significant from our point of view
because reportedly the mastermind of the Army Public School (APS) attack of December 16, 2014, and Baacha Khan University in January 2015,
Khaleefa Omar Mansour was killed in the attack. Mansour was a ferocious
figure within the terrorists’ hierarchy.
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There have also been reports of the killing of Omar Khalid Khurasani,
another extremely important member of Pakistani Taliban groups. Although
Khurasani’s killing reports have remained unconfirmed, the elimination of
both Mansour and Khurasani would have wholesome effects on the security situation in the region. Both have been constant threats to the key national educational and military installations of the country particularly in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. It must be mentioned here that Khurasani,
who belonged to Mohmand Agency of FATA splintered from the umbrella
organization of Pakistani Taliban, the TTP, and had formed the JuA. The
JuA has also been coordinating with the Daesh-e-Khurasan, or the Islamic
State in the Af-Pak and Persian region. Although the JuA has so far desisted from merging itself into Daesh-e-Khurasan however, it could always
have been expected that the JuA would join forces with the latter. Some
accounts suggest that it was the person of Khalid Khurasani which stopped
JuA from joining the Daesh. So it has to be seen whether, after Khurasani,
the JuA merges into Daesh. If this happens, it would be an extremely dangerous situation for Pakistan. On the other hand the TTP under Fazlullah,
who is hiding in Afghanistan, has been decrying the loathingly violent and
gory tactics of IS and, despite many enticements to join forces with IS, has
not done this so far. The killing of Mansour would further weaken the TTP
and ultimately lead to the vanishing of the group in terms of its operational
prowess. The residual members of the group may have no other choice
but to join Daesh in Khurasan, as it is the only viable choice left to them.
The less hardened militants of the TTP may try to re-integrate themselves
in society. For this the government must have a very effective de-radicalization strategy in place.
The second important development with regard to security in the region
was the successful freeing of a Canadian woman Caitlan Coleman and
her American husband Joshua Boyle and their children, by Pakistani security forces in Kurram Agency. The couple was kidnapped five years back
in Afghanistan by the Afghan Taliban or Haqqani Network and was recently
moved into Pakistan. After a US intelligence tip-off Pakistani special forces
personnel effectively operated and were able to free the hostages and to
also arrest one of the militants holding them at gunpoint. This effective operation by Pakistan compelled even the US President Donald Trump to
praise Pakistan. Trump otherwise has been vehemently deprecating Pakistan and blaming it for not doing enough to root out terrorism from
Afghanistan and Pakistan itself. In fact, Trump, his Defence Secretary
James Mattis and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson have been charging Islamabad of patronizing militants. Against this backdrop, the freeing of the
Western hostages in such an effective manner is a befitting reply to
charges of not doing enough or promoting terrorist groups. In the last
issue, in these lines we had mentioned that the interdependency of Pakistan and the US has been so intense that they could not disengage and
if this would happen it would be to the utter disadvantage of both the countries. The freeing of Canadian and US hostages by Pakistani forces once
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again proves this argument.
The scope of bilateral relations between US and Pakistan is quite extensive and could not be confined merely to the issues of terrorism and
Afghanistan. Islamabad has been a key ally of the US during the Cold War
between Washington and the new defunct USSR, was instrumental in the
thaw in ties between Beijing and Washington in the 1970s, was the rallying
ground for US-sponsored anti-Soviet Afghan resistance in the 1980s and
has been the frontline state in the US-led global war on terror. On the other
hand, the US role in the development of Pakistan has been substantial. It
has been the biggest aid-giver to Pakistan; even China could not surpass
Washington in this regard. But the countries need to remember that historical context and must demonstrate flexibility to accommodate each
other’s objectives and concerns. After the hostage-freeing episode, the
American leadership is pointing at a new era of relationship between the
two countries, which is quite a healthy development regarding security and
stability in our region.
Another very important development regarding security in the region
was the martyrdom of four Pakistani soldiers in Kurram Agency only a couple of days after the freeing of Western hostages. This means that FATA
is far from secure because sometime back an army lieutenant was killed
in the Rajgal area of Khyber Agency. Recently, DG ISPR Major General
Ghafoor had claimed that the entire FATA had been cleansed of militants.
The shifting of Western hostages from Afghanistan on the one hand highlights the importance of border management with Afghanistan, while on
the other hand also raises questions regarding the claims of securing the
border by Pakistani authorities.
Although the operation to free the Western hostages is commendable
but the movement of the hostages across the international border on which
Pakistan has deployed almost more than 150,000 troops, would invite international criticism. At the moment the US, Canada and other Western
countries are praising Pakistan for the operation, but after some time the
same countries would criticize Pakistan on the same point. Already reports
in certain international media outlets have started pointing out that the
hostages had been taken by the Afghan Haqqani Network. Western countries and Afghanistan have been accusing since long, that the Haqqani
Network has been operating with the support of Islamabad. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director Mike Pompeo said that the US-Canadian
couple kidnapped by the militants in Afghanistan was held inside Pakistan
for five years. Such statements would decimate the goodwill which Pakistan earned earlier.
=In another incident, at least 50 Afghan army personnel were killed in
a Taliban attack in Kandahar at an army camp. Such a happening just before the visit of Afghan President Ashraf Ghani to Pakistan is unfortunate.
Thus, in a nutshell there have been some positive and certain negative
developments insofar as security in the region is concerned which would
have lasting impact on overall security in the months ahead.

15

CPEC

US and Indian
machinations
Raza Khan

In a significant policy shift the United States of America has recently objected to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) citing that the
project runs through the internationally disputed territory. The US allusion
is towards the Gilgit-Baltisitan region of Pakistan, which India argues is
part of the greater Kashmir region. As Kashmir is a disputed territory between Pakistan and India, therefore, any project by a third country or involving a third country is in violation of international treaties and UN
resolutions, or so the US would have it, in slavish imitation of New Delhi.
Although the US objection to the CPEC is on very weak grounds, but
the same has been made to achieve certain strategic objectives. Regarding the weakness of Washington’s reservations over CPEC, firstly, GilgitBaltistan is not part of Kashmir. Therefore, the question of objection does
not arise at all. Supposedly, if the US argument regarding the CPEC holds
water, even then the US is not an international policeman to tell countries
what to do and what not to do. On the other hand India on its part of Kash-
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mir has launched many infrastructure projects, but the US has not been
objecting to them.
Most importantly CPEC is a project of economic development and stability and Pakistan is its main beneficiary. The US at least must be convinced that the stability in the entire Af-Pak and South Asian region is
connected with the political stability and economic development of Pakistan. Therefore, any such project in which the development and stability
of Pakistan is involved must logically be supported by the US. In case of
CPEC, Washington must be more supportive because the entire investment is coming from China. The US has always been complaining of Pakistan having received billions of dollars from the former, but to no effect in
terms of Islamabad’s support to the US-led global war on terror. So in case
of CPEC, Pakistan and the wider region would attain stability without US
taxpayers’ money, which should be a win-win situation for all. It is important
to note that US President Donald Trump’s policy in this regard is contrary
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to the policy of the previous president Barack Obama. The latter’s administration had been supportive of CPEC because it would infuse economic
prosperity and development in the region and, ultimately, would be instrumental in its stability. Despite these benefits why is the US raising objections to CPEC now?
There could be two main reasons for the US objections to CPEC. The
first is that the US considers China as a strategic competitor and a rising
economic giant. Therefore, Washington under the hawkish Trump, is doing
whatever it can to stop China from becoming the leading economic power.
This may sound strange but, in fact, it is the hard reality of international
politics that every state thinks for itself and therefore it is the sovereign
right of the US to do whatever it could to stop China from becoming the
leading economic and, ultimately, military power.
However, from Pakistan’s standpoint, this strategic rivalry between Beijing and Washington does not augur well for its own future development
and economic progress. The fact of the matter is that CPEC is part of the
$900 billion plus China’s initiative of One Belt One Road (OBOR) which
would involve a number of north-south economic corridors across Asia as
well as connecting the Eurasian landmass for trade and commerce. Obviously by investing so heavily in the OBOR initiative, China has on its
agenda to become an unrivalled economic superpower. This does not fit
well into the plans of American strategists. However, the American policymakers must think beyond China; it is the question of stability and prosperity of Pakistan without which, as earlier said, the whole region could
not be peaceful and stable. In case US is having issues with OBOR at
least it should have no problem with CPEC which is only part of it. In fact,
China, since the launch of CPEC, has been desirous of making
Afghanistan a part of it, albeit its inclusion cannot be immediate. But, on
their part, the Americans must consider that despite fact that it has been
in the longest war of its history in Afghanistan, it could not secure either
the country or stabilize it, not even by spending nearly one trillion dollars
there. One of the key reasons for America’s failure in Afghanistan has been
that Washington could not economically develop Afghanistan and put its
economy on sustainable lines. By joining CPEC, there are great prospects
for Afghanistan to achieve the much-needed economic stability and financial sustainability. In this way, the CPEC including Afghanistan would facilitate Washington to leave Afghanistan, in a sustainable position. The
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question is whether it wants to leave?
Against this backdrop, if the US still goes ahead with its objection to
CPEC, then this vividly indicates that it has other intentions. Here it may
be mentioned that many experts have argued, over a decade, that the US
wants to have a firm presence in Afghanistan because of the strategic location of the country. By ensconcing itself in Afghanistan, the US could
run a check on Russia, China and Iran as well as Pakistan. The last three
are immediate neighbours of Afghanistan.
The second important reason due to which the US seems to have
raised objections on CPEC is India, which has not been at all in favour of
CPEC. The obvious reason for Delhi’s problem with CPEC is that it would
give benefits to Pakistan, its arch rival and China, also an enemy. On the
other hand, India also thinks that through CPEC, China would be able to
have a near-total control of the strategic Pakistani port of Gwadar. In Donald Trump’s strategy for South Asia and Af-Pak, India is of central importance. Washington thinks that India could play an anchoring role in peace
and stability in the region by both lending a helping hand for peace and
security in Afghanistan and by keeping a check on Pakistan. The US reportedly even asked India to contribute its troops to the Afghan war theatre,
but Delhi refused to do so as it knows how difficult it would be to manage
the situation. However, on its part India must have asked the US at the
highest level, to do whatever it could to stop implementation on CPEC.
The US, so far could raise only an objection to the project, and that also
untenable and self-serving.
Interestingly, Beijing is very much aware of India and the US’s objection
to CPEC and wants to address their genuine concerns. According to the
Indian media, China was prepared to consider renaming CPEC if it would
end India’s reservations over it. In this connection Chinese Ambassador
to India Luo Zhaohui was quoted as saying that the OBOR had no connection to “sovereignty disputes.” “China has no intention to get involved
in the sovereignty and territorial disputes between India and Pakistan,” Mr.
Luo told the audience of mostly retired armed service officers at a Delhi
military-operated think tank in May.
Thus, the US and India must realize that CPEC is a core project upon
which the stability and prosperity of the region depends in the coming
years, therefore, they should desist from erecting roadblocks in the way
of the project.
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Education

MDCAT racket
busted – really?
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar
Ahmad Yar Khalti* is really worried these days about his daughter’s educational future as well as the money he paid to a “teacher” of an academy
to ensure her admission to a medical college a few months back. Though
he has been assured of all help, still, he has doubts after reading some
news reports appearing in the press recently.
Mr. Khalti, currently living in a posh locality of Lahore, hails from Muzaffargarh district of southern Punjab. He is a zamindar by profession, and
owns vast irrigated agricultural lands in his district. Himself educated at a
British university, he wanted his eldest daughter to study medicine and become a doctor.
His daughter also has special interest in the field, and she passed her
F.Sc. pre-medical examination with very good grades last year. However,
she failed to secure the desired score in the MDCAT (medical and dental
college admission test), hence
failed to get admission to any
medical
college
in
the
province.
For the 2017-18 session,
she started preparation for
MDCAT at a famous academy
in Johar Town, Lahore, months
before the test date. One day,
Mr. Khalti’s driver, who used to
drop and pick his daughter
from the academy told him the
academy in-charge wanted to
meet him. The message was
conveyed by a security guard,
and there was nothing unusual
in it, as the teacher might have
something about his daughter’s studies to discus with him.
However, the meeting
proved to be perplexing for
him. To his astonishment, the
academy teacher told him he
could help him secure 100 per
cent a medical college seat for
his daughter in exchange for a
“small amount”. When he expressed doubts, he was promised a meeting with some other
parents who had already ‘re-
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served’ a medical college seat for their children for the upcoming session.
Mr. Khalti was to pay 27 lakh rupees, and a group of people woven in
a chain from the academy to a medical college through the University of
Health Sciences, would ensure his daughter’s admission “at any cost”. He
was asked for 35 lakh rupees, but after a bargain, the deal was done for
27 lakh rupees.
It was part of the deal that the applicant would be provided the question
paper one to two weeks prior to the test date. She would also be helped
out during test in the examination hall, and if something went wrong despite this arrangement, her answer-sheet would be replaced with that of a
candidate who would have secured the desired marks in the test. “Now, it
is the only way out for ensuring an admission to a medical college,” he
was told. “Now more than 60 per cent of those reaching medical colleges
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adopt this path.”
Everything went well. His daughter was given three question papers
during the last two weeks, and one of those was supposed to be given to
her in the examination hall. And then one day before the test date, she
was given the final paper. She attempted the paper and returned home
happy, sure of a 100 percent result.
However, the next two, three days started unveiling a series of bad news
for Ahmad Yar Khalti. Some adventurer had uploaded a section of the
“leaked MDCAT paper” to a social media site, and the news spread rapidly.
The news was of great concern for almost all as a large number of people were linked with it directly or indirectly. More than 65,000 candidates
including 41,000 female students had appeared for MDCAT on August 20,
across Punjab. The test was held simultaneously at 28 centres established
in 13 cities – Lahore, Faisalabad, Sahiwal, Multan, Bahawalpur, Rahim
Yar Khan, Sargodha, Gujrat, Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Sialkot, DG Khan
and Hassan Abdal.
Prof. Dr. Junaid Sarfraz Khan, the then vice chancellor of the University
of Health Sciences, immediately refuted the news and rubbished it as mere
rumours. He also contacted the cyber crimes cell of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to track the “hoaxer” who, according to him, had
dented the credibility of the institute. But the “rumour” refused to die down.
A group of students moved the Lahore High Court against the alleged
leak of the paper. They stated that a teacher at a private college/academy,
in connivance with the authorities at the UHS, uploaded the leaked paper
and also confessed on his Facebook account to selling the paper to a number of students for Rs. 50,000 each.
Also, a large group of students staged protest demonstrations in different areas of Lahore, including outside the Lahore Press Club, for cancellation of MDCAT results and re-conduct of the test. Various students as
well as their parents demanded that the condition to appear in MDCAT for
admission to medical and dental colleges be withdrawn, as only students
of private tuition centres performed well in it. The academies charge Rs.
30,000 to 50,000 for MDCAT preparation sessions, and everyone could
not afford it, they said.
Justice Shahid Waheed of the LHC ordered the University of Health
Sciences to withhold the results of Medical & Dental Colleges Admission
Test 2017, and sought a report from the provincial government.
After a number of denials, allegations, counter-allegations in the press,
and a nerve-wrecking wait of weeks, Khwaja Salman Rafique, Minister for
Specialised Healthcare and Medical Education, came with a clear-cut admission. Speaking to the media at the Directorate General Public Relations
(DGPR) offices in Lahore, he admitted that a racket was involved in the
heinous offence of providing papers to specific aspirants.
The racket comprising employees of UHS, doctors, academics and others was exposed by the Additional Inspector General Commandant, Pun-
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jab Constabulary, Hussain Asghar-led inquiry team, which proved that
MDCAT-2017 paper was leaked. Hassan Bhatti, Evaluation/Monitoring Office, Tauseef Iqbal, Naib Qasid, Mian Kashif Imran (husband of Saima Tabbasum, UHS Deputy Controller of Examination), Dr. Haider Jatoi, Dr. Inam,
Anas Rehman, etc., were identified as the culprits, and arrested.
One Abdul Haseeb of Star Academy was also arrested for posting information about leakage of MDCAT paper through his Facebook account
titled “Ya mbbs ha mamu”.
An FIR (first information report) was registered, according to the minister, and UHS Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. Junaid Safraz Khan was sent on
forced leave to probe his role in the crime. Also the provincial government
appointed Prof. Dr. Faisal Masood as the acting VC of the University of
Health Sciences.
The inquiry report, submitted to the Punjab chief minister, revealed that
the accused doctors/academics used to first identify influential candidates
from different districts in the province. They would contact them and promise them success in the entry test against a hefty amount ranging from two
to three million rupees, each.
Hussain Asghar told Cutting Edge by telephone that statements of Adil
Khaliq (co-owner Star Academy), Salman Maqsood (MD KIPS) and
Muhammad Tahir Iqbal (Director Star Academy) and Abdul Hafeez, (Franchise Star Academy Rahim Yar Khan) were also recorded during the investigation. These statements helped a great deal in exposing the culprits,
he added.
This year, the candidates are competing for 3,405 MBBS seats in 17
public sector medical colleges and 216 BDS seats in three public dental
colleges of the province. Besides, there are 2,590 MBBS seats available
in 21 private medical colleges and 555 BDS seats in nine private dental
colleges, affiliated with the university.
The UHS has announced re-conduct of MDCAT on October 29, without
charging any extra fee from students.
All these high-profile happenings, especially the outcome of the inquiry
and the arrest of over a dozen “culprits” has really unnerved Ahmad Yar
Khalti. The persons, who had promised him all help and his daughter’s admission to a medical college, had also gone underground meanwhile. At
one stage, he believed that all his money had gone waste, and his daughter’s admission would also not be possible.
However, during the past week he received some consolation when he
was contacted by one of the academy men. He was told that the issue was
almost resolved, as the Naib Qasid at the UHS had “claimed” responsibility
for this fiasco. He was assured that either his daughter would be admitted
to a medical college “at any cost”, or his money would be returned. His
trust was further restored in the authenticity of the claim when a news item
appeared in a section of the press that “the Naib Qasid had done it all”.
* First two words of the name changed on request
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Politics

The PML-N's fate in
the coming days
Faheem Amir

After the decision of the Accountability Court to indict Nawaz Sharif, his
daughter and son-in-law in corrupt financial practices, the political scene
has changed in Pakistan.
Political instability and uncertainty have increased while the judicial system is showing its strength and power in the country. Nawaz Sharif , his
dynasty and the PML-N are in a real danger of losing their power, prestige,
unity and rule. Although the PML-N and its leadership are using every tactic to avert this grave and existential crisis, there are many signs and facts
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which demonstrate that Sharif's dynasty and the PML-N's unity are about
to end.
The Sharif family and many PML-N leaders are severely criticising the
JIT and the Apex Court's decision to prosecute Nawaz Sharif and his family on corruption charges. They are trying to project this case of mega corruption as a civil-military conflict. They are also calling it a conspiracy
against the Sharif family and democracy. Many PML-N leaders like Nawaz
Sharif, Maryam Nawaz, Foreign Minister Khawaja Asif, Interior Minister
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Ahsan Iqbal, State Minister Talal Chaudhary, Railway Minister Khawaja
Saad Rafique etc are openly saying that the army and judiciary have
hatched a conspiracy to oust Nawaz Sharif from the office of the prime
minister.
Other political parties like the PTI, the Awami Muslim League, the PAT,
the JI and, now, even the PPP have rejected the PML-N's propaganda
campaign and false accusations against the army and the judiciary. They
are terming it as a tool and strategy to save the Sharif family from accountability. This has created an environment of confrontational politics in Pakistan. Not only confrontational politics, but also political uncertainty will
increase in the coming days in the country.
Confrontation is also prevailing among the members of the PML-N
within the party. Now, it is an open secret that there are two groups – one
led by former prime minister Nawaz Sharif and the other by Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif in the party. Shahbaz Sharif and his son Hamza's
latest statements regarding Nawaz Sharif and his policy clearly shows that
the differences between the two brothers and their families are very serious, and hard to reconcile.
There is no doubt the PML-N is in a real danger of disintegration and
disunity. Many members of the PML-N have already raised their voice in
favour of Shahbaz Sharif's selection as the party head. Minister for InterProvincial Coordination Riaz Hussain Pirzada has categorically said that
"Shahbaz Sharif should take over the PML-N as he better understood the
people's issues. If Shahbaz Sharif led the PML-N, a major political force in
the country, it would be in the greater interest of the party".
“Shahbaz has played it smartly. In his nine years of chief ministership,
he created his own following in the party. On the other hand, Nawaz kept
party members and general public at bay – and remained surrounded by
a handful of favourites,” a PML-N National Assembly member told the Express Tribune.
“Shahbaz accommodated the powerful lobbies in provincial government
and has acquired the role of a father-figure in the Punjab chapter – the
bastion of our political strength,” added the lawmaker. “So, in case of any
eventuality, Shahbaz has appeared as the obvious choice.” Speaking on
condition of anonymity, the MNA told The Express Tribune that there was
a feeling among the PML-N ranks that Shahbaz had not been rewarded
for his sacrifices for the party.
Kanwar Dilshad, a constitutional expert who has previously served as
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secretary of the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), said: “The PMLN stood the test of time and survived an adversary as powerful as General
(retd) Musharraf mainly because Nawaz had a loyal aide and supportive
brother in the form of Shahbaz by his side. The N-League is again faced
with existential challenges. But this time around, the threat comes from
within, and there is no Shahbaz to count on” .
According to political analyst and writer Dr. Hassan Askari Rizvi , “There
is disquiet, confusion and concern in the PML-N but not to the extent that
they will dump Nawaz and opt for Shahbaz at this stage” . “If Nawaz is convicted by the accountability court and he backs Shahbaz as his successor
then transition would be easy, otherwise, there will be confusion and we
don’t know how far will Shahbaz be able to lead the party in defiance of
Nawaz Sharif". “At this stage, things have not reached the point where
Shahbaz can act in defiance, especially till Nawaz is convicted,” he added.
While many PML-N members are of the views that Nawaz Sharif's present policy is giving a chance to “hidden hands” for creating internal division
in the party. “When you sideline your time-tested aides like Shahbaz, Nisar
[Ali Khan] and Mehtab [Abbasi] and rely on newly-born politicians like
Maryam Nawaz, you are bound to face the music,” said a senior PML-N
leader.
PML-N Chairman Raja Zafarul Haq termed the reports of any rift in the
party as the wishful thinking of rivals. “Such attempts have been made in
the past countless times and failed. If we can survive Musharraf’s dictatorship, trust me, we can survive anything… come what may!”
But, it is also a fact that the Hudaybiya case or the Model Town killings
case is also hanging like a sword of Democles over Shahbaz Sharif which
makes his option as the party head weak. Secondly, Nawaz Sharif wants
to keep the leadership in his immediate family. Thirdly, Nawaz Sharif and
his daughter Maryam will not give up their egoistic approach. In spite of
listening to the seasoned and old loyalists, they will rely on "political paratroopers or new party entrants" Danyal Aziz, Talal Chaudhry, Muhammad
Zubair and Marriyum Aurangzeb. Fourthly, the PML-N's senior leaders like
Chaudhry Nisar, Khawaja Asif, Mehtab Abbasi, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi,
Ahsan Iqbal and Raja Zafarul Haq along with Shahbaz Sharif are not willing to accept Maryam as their leader.
So, these tensions and differences among the party will increase as the
trial of the Sharif family advances. Crucial and testing times are coming for
the Sharif family and the PML-N!
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Film

The Silence of the Lambs
Peter Bradshaw
It’s a film with the most sensational
“entrance” scene in modern film history – and the person doing the entering is entirely still. This is also the
least cute meet-cute. FBI rookie
Clarice Starling is sent to interview
notorious incarcerated serial killer
Dr. Hannibal Lecter in his glass cell,
to see if he can be intrigued, or persuaded, or teased, into helping the
agency track down another psychotic murderer, nicknamed Buffalo
Bill, who is still at large.

Breathe
Mark Kermode
Joy is a complicated emotion to capture
on screen – particularly when your narrative deals with paralysis, imprisonment and a desire for death. Yet Andy
Serkis’s directorial feature debut, about
the life of pioneering polio survivor
Robin Cavendish, is so full of laughter
that one might easily forget its sombre subject matter. Part exuberant
love story, part great escape adventure, this is an old-fashioned tale of
triumph over adversity that refuses – like its protagonists – to succumb
to confinement. Comparisons with The Diving Bell and the Butterfly and
The Theory of Everything are perhaps inevitable, but one was reminded
more of the warmth and wit of the lovely 2014 Edwyn Collins documentary The Possibilities Are Endless.
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Horror Movie: A Low-Budget Nightmare
Luke Buckmaster
In an attempt to explain the twisted,
wigged-out ambition of writer/director Craig Anderson – namely what
compelled him to make his feature
film debut, the horror movie Red
Christmas – there is no better person to refer to than the man himself.
Laying himself emotionally bare in
the opening reels of Horror Movie: A
Low-Budget Nightmare, director
Gary Doust’s surprisingly delightful two-part documentary about the
film-maker’s backbreaking journey to realise his dreams, Anderson gets
watery-eyed as he reflects on his life.

Call Me By Your Name
Wendy Ide
There is a moment just
before a teenage crush
bursts its dam and becomes a fully fledged first
love. It’s a moment in
which time is briefly suspended; it’s that shiver of uncertainty before you dive over the edge of the
waterfall into the kind of love you could drown in. It’s this – the exquisite
torture of not knowing if feelings are reciprocated followed by the helpless
flood of emotions – that is captured so intensely and urgently in this gorgeous work of yearning. Director Luca Guadagnino has a gift for romance.
This adaptation of the novel of the same name by André Aciman, penned
by James Ivory, forms the concluding part of Guadagnino’s Desire trilogy,
following I Am Love (2009) and A Bigger Splash (2015).
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02
Health

Depression increases chance of early death by 30pc
Depression increases the risk of an early death by up to three times, new
research reveals. Men’s risk of a premature passing increases three-fold
when suffering from the mental health condition, while women’s risk is
heightened by up to 51 percent, a study found.
The findings were published in the Canadian Medical Association Journal. Previous research reveals depression causes the release of stress
hormones that suppress the immune system, putting sufferers at an increased risk of conditions such as cancer. People with the mental health
condition may also be more likely to have unhealthy lifestyle habits, including a poor diet, inactivity and excessive alcohol intake, past studies have
shown. Lead author Stephen Gilman from the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development in Maryland, said:
“For some individuals depression can be very serious condition.It is very
important to seek treatment for depression and to be vigilant about recurrences.”
How the research was carried out. The researchers analyzed 3,410
adults between 1952 and 1967, 1968 and 1990, and 1991 and 2011. The
study’s participants’ had an average age of 50 when the trial started. Results reveal depression increases the risk of an early death by up to three
times. Men’s risk increases three-fold, while women’s peaks at 51 percent.
The risk is greatest in the years following a depressive episode.
Previous research has linked depression to the release of stress hormones that suppress the immune system, putting sufferers at increased
risk of disorders including multiple sclerosis, arthritis and even certain cancers. People with depression may also neglect their physical health through
lifestyle habits such as a poor diet, inactivity, smoking and excessive alcohol intake.
The mental health condition is more prevalent in women, however, past
findings suggest men suffer the effects of it more as they are often less inclined to seek help.
Is your social media use harming your mental health?
When it comes to social media, most of us routinely use at least one or
two social media platforms. Whether you are a fan of Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, or any of the other social networks out there, it is undeniable
that social media is ingrained in our daily lives and can aid in keeping us
strongly and quickly connected to our family and friends with just a click of
a button. As wonderful as it may seem, to always feel connected and keep
abreast of what everyone in your social network is up to, there can sometimes be a downside or pitfall to constant social media use.
Extreme and excessive use of social media has become an enormous
problem for many people. I’m sure we all know of someone who essentially
bases their entire life existence on social media, to the extent that their online identity has become their only identity. It’s a huge sign that your social
media use is problematic when you begin to lose your sense of self and
no longer have or can maintain any actual real-life relationships. Nonetheless, it is key to really grasp the various ways social media overuse can
have a damaging effect on your mental health and well-being.
Research has associated considerable social media use with depression, anxiety, and feelings of isolation, especially in young adults. At the
core of the problem is what some psychologists cite as the phenomenon
of social comparison. Perhaps you see a post from a colleague, relative,
or friend showcasing their incredible success, and all that is running
through your mind is, “Wow, they’ve really made it! Do I measure up? Can
I ever measure up?” We have this tendency to compare ourselves and our
social standing with that of others, especially in the world of social media.
These constant comparisons may unfortunately begin to gnaw away at
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one’s self-esteem and psyche.
Potassium may play vital role in heart health
Many people know potassium's role in helping prevent muscle cramping, especially leg cramps, but a new study from the University of Alabama
at Birmingham is showing promise for this important mineral in maintaining
a healthy cardiovascular system.
The study showed the correlation between low potassium intake and
hardening of the arteries. Unlike most minerals, there is technically no recommended daily allowance, so that makes it tough to determine how much
daily potassium is needed. The amount generally considered adequate
can vary by quite a bit, anywhere between 1,600 mg to 4,700 mg daily, depending on who you're asking.
Taking a daily potassium supplement can help, but finding a potassium
supplement much above 99 mg will likely involve a doctor's prescription.
Though uncommon in healthy adults, for certain individuals, high potassium supplementation can have risks like muscle fatigue, and in serious
cases, abnormal heartbeat. Check with your doctor before supplementing
with higher doses of potassium if you have any cardiovascular or kidney
issues.
Many healthy fruits and vegetables, like avocados, spinach, bananas,
sweet potatoes and broccoli, have high potassium content. Other sources
include coconut water, vegetable juices, green juices or powders and blackstrap molasses. Making a high potassium smoothie, using coconut water
as your liquid, adding a handful of spinach, using a banana or blackstrap
molasses as your sweetener, and avocado to make it creamy, can make
for a tasty way to get a good bit of dietary potassium all in one place. Add
cacao powder and a pinch of cinnamon for a spiced dark chocolate flavor.
Potassium is a very important, yet sometimes overlooked mineral, but
by paying attention to your diet, low potassium levels can be a thing of the
past.
When “healthy eating” ends up making you sick
People, it seems, have never been so afraid of their food and, say some
experts, an obsession with healthy eating may paradoxically be endangering lives.
Twenty-nine-year-old Frenchwoman Sabrina Debusquat recounts how,
over 18 months, she became a vegetarian, then a vegan eschewing eggs,
dairy products and even honey -– before becoming a “raw foodist” who
avoided all cooked foods, and ultimately decided to eat just fruit. It was
only when her deeply worried boyfriend found clumps of her hair in the
bathroom sink and confronted her with the evidence that she realised that
she was on a downward path. “I thought I held the truth to food and health,
which would allow me to live as long as possible,” said Debusquat.
For some specialists, the problem is a modern eating disorder called
orthorexia nervosa. Someone suffering from orthorexia is “imprisoned by
a range of rules which they impose on themselves,” said Patrick Denoux,
a professor in intercultural psychology at the University of Toulouse-Jean
Jaures. These very strict self-enforced laws isolate the individual from social food gatherings and in extreme cases, can also endanger health. Paris
nutritionist Sophie Ortega said she had one patient who was going blind
due to deficiency of vitamin B12, which is needed to make red-blood cells.
B12 is not made by the body, and most people get what they need from
animal-derived foods such as eggs, dairy products, meat or fish or from
supplements. “A pure, unbending vegan,” her patient even refused to take
the supplements, said Ortega. “It was as if she preferred to lose her sight…
rather than betray her commitment to animals.”
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Invisibility cloak takes one step closer to
revealing itself
Microscopic structures that can bend light are helping researchers lay the
foundations of an invisibility cloak.
Two research teams have made structures that could help conceal objects from daylight – taking the next step towards making the visible, invisible. Recent progress draws on advances in so-called metamaterials,
which are microscopic structures that bend light in unnatural directions.
Metamaterials have already managed to reroute microwaves, infrared radiation and, given the right circumstances, visible colours, so that they go
around metal obstacles and living creatures.
“These experiments have demonstrated the underlying physics of a
cloaking device,” said Professor Costas Soukoulis from the Foundation for
Research and Technology in Heraklion, Greece, who is also working to develop this technology through a research project called Photometa, funded
by the EU's European Research Council (ERC). But Prof. Soukoulis acknowledged that existing invisibility cloaks still fall short of the standards
set by Perseus or Harry Potter and said that “most metamaterials still struggle to bend light that is visible to the naked eye”.
An additional shortcoming is the tendency of metamaterials to absorb
part of the light that shines through them, which casts a recognisable
shadow. Most are also cumbersome to carry and impractical to manufacture. However, Dr. Patrice Genevet from the CRHEA research centre in
Valbonne, France, is hoping to address these challenges by using light
materials and visual techniques from the electronic display industry.
As part of his ERC-funded research, Flatlight, Dr. Genevet is coating
flat lenses with skin-thin layers of gallium nitride, the material that emits
blue light in LED displays. The gallium nitride is then carved into pillars that
are small enough to create delays in how light waves flow through them.
Having studied how different-shaped pillars distort light, Dr. Genevet can
now design lenses that force light in any direction, looping it sideways or
backwards on demand.
All metamaterials can pull off similar feats, but electronic materials like
gallium nitride are unusual in that they do so with visible light. The material’s properties provide the potential of someday developing a real-life
cloaking device. “If you want to bend light around sharp angles, you have
to use materials that cannot be found in nature,” said Dr. Genevet. While
conventional metamaterials tend to be ill-suited for moving around unnoticed, Dr. Genevet fashions his pillars in thin layers that could, in principle,
be deposited on flexible surfaces and incorporated into stealth suits.
EU’s future cyber-farms to utilise drones, robots and sensors
Bee-based maths is helping teach swarms of drones to find weeds,
while robotic mowers keep hedgerows in shape.
“We observe the behaviour of bees. We gain knowledge of how the
bees solve problems and with this we obtain rules of interaction that can
be adapted to tell us how the robot swarms should work together,” said
Vito Trianni at the Institute of Cognitive Sciences and Technologies of the
Italian National Research Council. Honeybees, for example, run on an algorithm to allow them to choose the best nest site, even though no bee
knows the full picture.
Trianni runs an EU-funded research project known as SAGA, which is
using the power of robotic groupthink to keep crops weed free. “We can
use low-cost robots and low-cost cameras. They can even be prone to
error, but thanks to the cooperation they will be able to generate precise
maps at centimetre scales,” said Trianni. “They will initially spread over the
field to inspect it at low resolution, but will then decide on areas that require
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more focus,” said Trianni. “They can gather together in small groups closer
to the ground.” Importantly the drones make these decisions themselves,
as a group. Next spring, a swarm of the quadcopters will be released over
a sugar beet field. They will stay in radio contact with each other and use
algorithms learnt from the bees to cooperate and put together a map of
weeds. This will then allow for targeted spraying of weeds or their mechanical removal on organic farms.
Today the most common way to control weeds is to spray entire fields
with herbicide chemicals. Smarter spraying will save farmers money, but it
will also lower the risk of resistance developing to the agrichemicals. And
there will be an environmental benefit from spraying less herbicides.
Plants light trick to look blue to bees
Plants use a trick of the light to make themselves look blue to bees, UK
scientists have found.
Unlike humans, which dress up with the aim of attracting others, plants
need to pretty themselves up to pull in pollinators. Their aim is to swap
genes with other members of their species so that they can successfully
set seeds. Many have developed attractive blooms laced with a sugary
treat intended to appeal to insects like bees. But the quandary for Cambridge plant scientist Beverley Glover and her colleagues was that insects,
like bees, see best at the blue end of the spectrum. And yet blue is a very
costly colour for many plants to make, which is why blue flowers tend to
be rare.
Then the team noticed, when they looked at several unrelated plant
species, that some plant petals have an iridescent effect, like a reflection
from the surface of a CD, when light falls on them. "And then we realised
that they also scatter blue light off the petal surfaces to produce a blue halo
around the flowers," says Glover. "And when we investigated we found that
cells on the surfaces of the petals have a finely wrinkled surface. The wrinkles are the same size as the waves of blue light, which is why the blue
colour gets scattered off the petal surface."
Wondering whether the observation was a one-off in the couple of
species they'd looked at, the Cambridge team then worked their way
through the diverse collection of plant species at the Cambridge University
Botanic Gardens, and also looked at specimens from Kew. Many of the
flowers they studied were also endowed with cells in their petals capable
of scattering blue light in this way. But although the end result was always
the same - the appearance of a subtle blue halo around the flower - the individual shapes and structures of the cells responsible were different. "That
told us that all these different plant species had independently evolved this
trait, because they were all doing it slightly differently."
The question is why. Glover and her colleagues suspected that, because blue is hard for a flower to make, perhaps they were using this trick
of the light from their petals to make their flower look blue to a bee and
thereby boost their pollination prospects. "So then we did the experiment,"
she explains. They made mock flowers with surfaces etched at the
nanoscale in an identical pattern to the wrinkles in the petal surfaces so
that they produced the same blue halo seen around real blooms. These
fake flowers were charged either with a sweet sugary treat, or a bitter quinine-laced nectar. Bees unleashed on the phony flowers learned to avoid
the ones laced with quinine, or to target only the sugar-loaded examples,
proving that they could clearly see the blue effect. They were also much
more time efficient at visiting flowers when they were marked up with the
blue halo effect.
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Genghis Khan and the Quest
By Jack Weatherford
Throughout history the world's greatest
conquerors have made their mark not just
on the battlefield, but in the societies they
have transformed. Genghis Khan conquered by arms and bravery, but he ruled
by commerce and religion. He created the
world's greatest trading network and drastically lowered taxes for merchants, but he
knew that if his empire was going to last,
he would need something stronger and
more binding than trade. He needed religion. And so, unlike the Christian,
Taoist and Muslim conquerors who came before him, he gave his subjects
freedom of religion. Genghis lived in the 13th century, but he struggled with
many of the same problems we face today.

What the Quran Meant and Why I Matters
By Garry Wills

A World of Three Zeroes: The New Economics of Zero
Poverty, Zero Unemployment, and Zero Carbon Emissions
By Muhammad Yunus
Eight individuals now own more wealth
than 50 per cent of the global population,
and high unemployment in many countries means that people’s skills, knowledge, and creativity are being wasted.
Rampant environmental destruction only
adds to this picture of a bleak future in
which humankind will no longer be able to
sustain itself.
But what if there is another way?
Muhammad Yunus is the economist who invented microcredit, founded
Grameen Bank, and earned a Nobel Peace Prize for his work towards
alleviating poverty.

A Theory of Isis: Political Violence and the
Transformation of the Global Order
By Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou

Garry Wills has spent a lifetime thinking and
writing about Christianity. In What the Qur’an
Meant, Wills invites readers to join him as he
embarks on a timely and necessary reconsideration of the Qur’an, leading us through perplexing passages with insight and erudition.
What does the Qur’an actually say about veiling women? Does it justify religious war?
There was a time when ordinary Americans did not have to know much about Islam. That is no longer the case. We
blundered into the longest war in our history without knowing basic facts about
the Islamic civilization with which we were dealing. We are constantly fed
false information about Islam—claims that it is essentially a religion of violence, that its sacred book is a handbook for terrorists.

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria has been
the subject of intense scrutiny in the West.
Considered by many to be the most dangerous terrorist organisation in the world, it has
become shrouded in numerous myths and
narratives, many emanating from the US,
which often fail to grasp its true nature.
Against these narratives, Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou presents a bold new theory of ISIS. By tracing its
genealogy and documenting its evolution in Iraq and Syria, he argues that
ISIS has transcended Osama Bin Laden's original project of Al Qaeda, mutating into an unprecedented hybrid form that distils postcolonial violence,
postmodernity and the emerging post-globalisation international order.

Find Your Why. A Practical Guide for Discovering
Purpose for You and Your Team

Let There Be Justice. The Political
Journey of Imran Khan

By Simon Sinek
With Start With Why, Simon Sinek inspired
a movement to build a world in which the
vast majority of us can feel safe while we
are at work and fulfilled when we go home
at night. Now, along with two of his colleagues, Peter Docker and David Mead,
Sinek has created a guide to the most important step any business can take: finding
your why.
This easy-to-follow guide starts with the search for your personal
why, and then expands to helping your colleagues find your organization's why. With detailed instructions on every stage in the process, the
book also answer common concerns, such as: What if my why sounds
like my competitor's? Can you have more than one why?
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By B. J. Sadiq
Imran Khan is in the spotlight once more,
this time for his defiant presence on the
political stage of Pakistan and not on the
cricket field. Although not a beginner in
politics-for he has been roaring out his
public speeches for nearly two decadesbut it is only now that he is being perceived
as a serious contender in the country.
Imran's sporting life; his personal life and
his character have always drawn much media coverage. Rising from virtually nothing, his `Pakistan Movement for Justice' party enjoys a strong
voice in the opposition. He has managed to draw huge crowds to the
voting booths-an uncommon spectacle in Pakistan. His opponents hate
him, not least because of the coverage he enjoys in social media.
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Your View
Environment

Opening up the mind
WE have talked and read a lot about educating our youth if Pakistan

Regarding the construction of a highrise building in

is to progress. But this has not been addressed properly as the level

Block 9 Clifton, the most important issue is of air

of education in our society is very low. Education plays a vital role in

quality. According to WHO, 92 per cent of air quality

enhancing the mental abilities. The modern world’s requirements are

worldwide is bad. It is most dangerous for unborn

much greater than what conventional education provides. Our youth

children, expecting mothers, young children and sen-

desperately needs to be de-radicalised and become visionary and

iors.

liberal. But how is this to be achieved? Pakistan has limited re-

Karachi is the fourth most polluted city in the world.

sources when it comes to youth development programmes. Good

With the acceleration of road building and building

strategies can bring better results, not merely the opening of more

construction, we will probably soon head the list!

schools. Our schoolteachers, especially in the rural areas, teach

Children’s undeveloped lungs inhale 15,000 litres of

only how to read or write, or how to calculate. This is just basic edu-

bad air daily. Fine particles known as PM 2.5 and PM

cation, that too of a poor standard. Teachers are untrained, mostly

10 destroy our lungs leading to asthma, bronchitis,

closed-minded, radicalised, and even extremist. I firmly believe that

cancer, diabetes, heart attacks, kidney failure and

we can utilise our electronic media with the help of the ministry of

strokes. These minute particles affect every citizen.

education, Pemra, universities and scientific research institutes. We

The same WHO report states 10 years of our lives

have TV sets in almost every household. Different channels air lots

are lost to bad air.

of programmes. Drama serials are viewed by the largest number of

Second, Karachi is located on three earthquake fault

households. But they only portray only in-law, marriage and divorce

lines (Eurasian, Arabian and Indian tectonic plates).

issues, or beautiful faces and fashion. This is not helping our youth

Unless the buildings we construct are of earthquake-

in any way. The education ministry, with the help Pemra, must make

proof quality, this city will suffer immensely when and

it mandatory for every channel to devote 60 or 90 minutes of airtime

if this happens.

every day to educational programmes. Further, the ministry can

Third, with the rise of sea levels, this coastal city is

launch its own channel to promote intellectual curiosity. These chan-

very susceptible to climate change. Buildings on re-

nels, with the help of university faculties and students, can air pro-

claimed land will suffer like Miami Beach.

grammes that open up our youth’s mind. Interactive and interesting

Citizens must be aware of the risks that Karachi is

lectures and workshops must be televised. Our scientists, doctors,

facing and its future.
Venu Advani

technicians and thinkers can participate voluntarily; Unesco and

Karachi

other international organisations can also provide material and research-based programming, which can be dubbed in our national
and provincial languages. The time has come to change our thinking, and let go of obsolete ideologies.
Fayyaz Ahmed Sheikh
Karachi

Art of warfare: surprise
HISTORY rates “surprise” as the biggest factor in
winning a battle or a war.
The Director General of Inter-Service Public Rela-

Tomato, onion prices

tions in his press conference of October 14, rejected

THE authorities have failed to control the price of tomatoes and
onions which have increased quite sharply in the past two
months. One seriously wonders whether the government’s price
control department has been wound up and citizens left at the
mercy of profiteers.
I implore the federal and provincial governments to introduce
measures where the prices of basic commodities essential for
life are strictly monitored in favour of citizens.
Moonis Shakil
Karach
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the possibility of martial law or a technocrat government. He has assured the nation of the continuation
of the present system according to the Constitution
and law.
I am sure everyone agrees with the DG ISPR for the
sole reason that the army is not in a position to open
a new front when it is already faced with so many issues at present. But then, surprise still remains a
major factor in achieving the betterment of Pakistan.
Col. (R) Khan Salman Baber
Lahore
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Your ability to communicate with ease will
win the hearts of those you are in touch with
this week. Be honest in your communication
and don't lose your cool. Rid yourself of that
which is old and no longer of use. Relatives
may not be telling you the whole truth about
a family situation. Your lucky day this week
will be Sunday.

Older family members may take advantage
of you by making you feel guilty. Be prepared to have relatives or close friends introduce you to new and exciting individuals.
You won't have to look for the action. If you
want to make your mark, try to get involved
in projects that will bring you some glory.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Coworkers may not be on your side. Don't
play on your partner's emotions. Don't overspend to impress others. Make plans that
will take you to exotic destinations.Your
lucky day this week will be Monday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Do things with your children and avoid situations that make you feel as if you've neglected the ones you love. Social activity
should be on your agenda. Put your energy
into moneymaking ventures. You may want
to take a look at the personal papers of elders in your family. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.

You will make new friends through physical
activities. There might be a problem with a
will or with an insurance policy. You might
have a problem hanging on to your money
this week. You should try to elaborate on an
idea you have regarding a product or service
for the home. Your lucky day this week will
be Monday.

Finish overdue paperwork and catch up on
letter writing and reading. Lovers may no be
truthful. You can continue to forge ahead if
you make a few long distance calls pertinent
to closing pending deals. Your home environment may be volatile if precautions aren't
taken. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Involvement with prestigious organizations
will be to your advantage. You will need to
spend extra time sorting through your work.
Don't bother getting even; they'll make themselves look bad. You may want to look into
warm vacation spots. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday.

In-laws or older individuals may give you a
bit of a hard time this week. Check your personal papers and make sure everything is in
order. You can't help everyone. Put your efforts into physical fitness programs or competitive sports. Your lucky day this week will
be Wednesday.

You can become obsessed with detail and
must be sure to divide your time appropriately. You are best to keep your cash in a
safe place. Be sure to take care of the needs
of your immediate loved ones first. Your
ideas may be good, but they aren't necessarily right for everyone. Your lucky day this
week will be Sunday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You may be ill-treated if you have to deal with
institutional environments. Try to keep to yourself; work diligently on domestic chores and responsibilities. You will have to watch out for
minor health problems related to stress. Your
high energy and discipline will enable you to
complete any seemingly insurmountable tasks.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Your temper may get the better of you if a
colleague has tried to ruin your reputation.
Secret affairs can only lead to devastating
circumstances. Try to stay calm, and whatever you do, don't nag. Your self confidence
will attract members of the opposite sex.Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

You can stabilize your personal relationship
if you're willing to communicate honestly.
Don't hesitate to go ahead with any plans for
entertainment. You will learn a great deal
from people with different cultural backgrounds. Concentrate on home improvement. Small de tails will make a difference.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.
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