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Politics

The London
plan
Nasim Ahmed

There have been many London plans in the past, and now there is another
London plan in the news. In the past, it was mostly MQM supremo Altaf
Hussain sitting in London who hatched one conspiracy after another to
maintain his control on the strategic city of Karachi. Later, Zardari held
many meetings in the British capital. In the last couple of years, PTI-PAT
meetings in London have made the headlines.
But this time, it is another ball game, and much more interesting. Previously, it was those out of power who conspired in London. But now it is
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the sitting government in Pakistan represented by PM Khaqan Abbasi and
other senior ministers who are constantly shuttling between London and
Islamabad to plan a return of disqualified Nawaz Sharif to power.
Apparently, ex-PM Nawaz Sharif is in London to look after his ailing
wife. But don’t forget that his two sons have their permanent abode in London and hold vast properties there. London is a sort of second home for
the Sharif family. Especially after being ousted from power, Nawaz Sharif
has almost shifted to London and been running the government from there.
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Over the last four weeks, he had summoned the top government and
party leadership for frequent consultations, sparking speculation in the
media about a new London plan in the offing. What feeds the rumour mills
is the servile remarks by no less than the incumbent prime minister and
his ministers that Nawaz Sharif is the real prime minister and they all are
dummies.
The huddle of the top PML-N leaders in London last week set in motion
the rumour mills working overtime again. The confabulations with PM Abbasi stopping over in London twice assumed great significance against the
backdrop of the bailable arrest warrant issued for Nawaz Sharif and his
sons for failing to appear before the accountability court and the brewing
revolt within the party ranks.
It was not the first time that Nawaz Sharif summoned to London prime
minister Abbasi and several members of the cabinet for deliberations. But
the issue this time was much more serious. The meeting was called to
chart the future course of action to deal with the serious crisis facing the
ruling party whose head has been removed through a judicial verdict. As
we saw later, following the London consultations, Nawaz Sharif returned
to the country to face trial in the accountability court.
But, as usual, it was a glum Nawaz, defiant and obstinate, with the Abbasi government adding to the atmospherics by according him the protocol
and privilege of a sitting prime minister. To all indications, the lobby in
favour of shunning the policy of confrontation with other State institutions
has been overruled because Nawaz Sharif has left nobody in doubt that
the minus-one formula is not acceptable to him. According to the latest information, Nawaz Sharif and his group of supporters have also decided
that the party will now put its full focus on the coming elections.
What is more, any doubt about Nawaz Sharif’s staying on as president
of the party has been removed. That has strengthened Sharif’s position
as the unchallenged party head. It means that PML-N’s campaign in the
coming elections will revolve around him. Some media reports say that the
dominant view in the PML-N is that the party should go into the general
elections in Nawaz Sharif’s name. But it should not be forgotten that the
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situation could dramatically change in the next few months if the court rules
against the Sharif family in the ongoing corruption cases.
As things stand, the ousted prime minister is still in effective control of
the party and government and running the Abbasi administration. This is
affecting relations between the Abbasi government and state institutions,
especially the security establishment. Needless to say, this duality is not
only vitiating the political atmosphere in the country but also poses a threat
to the democratic process.
Another crisis Nawaz Sharif is facing is growing resentment among
party members who are in favour of a more moderate approach and want
Shahbaz Sharif to be installed at the top. This is so because a majority of
PML-N parliamentarians is worried about its own political future in case
Nawaz Sharif is convicted by the accountability court.
It is no longer a secret that over the past few weeks the intra-family and
intra-party rifts have further deepened, due to the truculent and aggressive
stance taken by Maryam Nawaz. Her oversized political persona and
frontal attacks on the state institutions have been a major cause in widening the gulf within the family as well as creating difficulties for the party and
Nawaz Sharif.
Maryam’s recent interview with The New York Times in which she said
that the family has decided to give her a leadership role came as bombshell to Shahbaz Sharif and his circle of supporters. Over time she has
built a strong support base among the younger party leaders who see her
as more dynamic and charismatic than Shahbaz Sharif and Hamza Sharif.
Her repeated visits to her family constituency in Lahore underline her political ambitions. But, in the long run, all her plans may fall flat if, like her
father, she is also convicted by the accountability court.
All said, PML-N is facing an existential crisis. Despite the show of solidarity with the ousted prime minister at the London meetings, the top and
middle level party leaders are unsure about the way forward. Former interior minister Nisar Ali Khan’s recent statement that the larger interests of
PML-N should not be sacrificed for saving its leader is indicative of which
way the wind will blow in the coming days.
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Business

How not to do
business in Pakistan
Nasim Ahmed

Doing business in Pakistan is not easy. There are so many hurdles. The
Word Bank’s latest Ease of Doing Business Index once again proves the
point. According to the index, Pakistan has slipped three places and is
now ranked a lowly 147th among 190 economies. This is highly damaging
to the government’s pro-business image ahead of the next general elections.
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It may be added here that the index is mostly used as a guide by foreign investors to learn more about a country, affecting decisions on pouring
in money in the economy. Significantly, Pakistan slipped from its last year’s
rating despite the introduction of some reforms in areas of starting a business and making international trade relatively easier. Last year, Pakistan
was ranked at 144th position.
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The Doing Business Index is a flagship World Bank publication. Each
year the World Bank conducts a survey and publishes a comprehensive
report on the Ease of Doing Business and country ranking. The parameters
considered in the survey are: Starting a Business, Construction Permits,
Getting Electricity, Getting Credits, Paying Taxes, Cross-border Trading,
Property Registration, Contract Enforcement, Resolving Insolvency, Protecting Rights of Minority Shareholders. The latest report is the fourteenth
in a series of annual reports measuring governmental regulations that enhance or constrain business activity. Doing Business looks at quantitative
indicators on business regulations and the protection of property rights,
which can be compared over time, across 190 economies. It measures
regulations affecting different aspects of running a business.
The World Bank has released the Doing Business 2018 report that covers 190 economies and measures how close each economy is to global
best practices in business regulations. In South Asia, Bhutan, at the 75th
place in the Doing Business rankings, is the highest-ranked economy followed by India (100) and Nepal (105). Pakistan, at the 147th position, was
at number six in South Asia followed by Bangladesh (177) and Afghanistan
183. International investors consult the report and the Global Competitiveness Index of the World Economic Forum before taking decisions about
their investment plans.
According to the World Bank, since 2005 all economies around the
world have taken steps to improve the business environment. Last year,
for the first time, Doing Business compilers collected data for a second city
in economies with a population of more than 100 million. In Bangladesh,
it now analyses the business regulations in Chittagong and Dhaka; in India,
in Delhi and Mumbai; and in Pakistan in Lahore and Karachi. As per latest
research, half of the economies around the world have an electronic database for rights and encumbrances. However, much more still needs to be
done to make processing of business related matters easier. The report
has strongly criticised long enforcement times in many countries which
frustrate freedom of contract and limits freedom of contract in the areas of
future determination of contract price, exclusion of liability for gross negligence and public policy and legal capacity.
The report is based on surveys carried out in Karachi and Lahore. Pakistan lost 16 positions on the indicator of paying taxes, standing at 172,
according to the 2018 report. Last year, Pakistan’s ranking was 156. One
of the reasons behind the dismal performance was the increase in overall
tax rates that surged to 33.8% of total profits. Although the PML-N government reduced the overall corporate tax rate to 30%, it imposed Super
Tax on big companies that jacked up tax contribution. Due to multiplicity
of taxes, people and companies made 47 tax payments every year which
consumed 311.5 hours. Instead of broadening the tax base, the government relied heavily on the existing extremely narrow tax base to meet its
additional revenue requirements. This made business uncompetitive.
Pakistan also lost 23 positions on the indicator of getting credit for doing
business. The country stood at 105th position this year as against 82nd
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last year. Due to the government’s growing budget financing needs, very
little capital was left for the business to expand. On the indices of starting
a business and registering property the country lost one position standing
at 142 and 170, respectively. There are 12 kinds of procedures that require
about 18 days to complete them. Similarly, for registering a property about
155 days were required. Although the country improved its position by
three notches, it still remained at 167th on the index of getting electricity.
There were about six kinds of procedures that an applicant has to complete
for getting a connection.
It is notable that the country did not make any progress on the issue of
reliability of supply and transparency in electricity tariffs. Survey results
showed that despite the government’s focus on the energy sector the people perceptions did not change. On the index of dealing with construction
permits, the country improved its ranking by nine notches and stood at
141. There are 15 types of procedures that require 252 days for an investor
to get a construction permit. On the index of trading across the border,
Pakistan did improve its position by one notch but it still remained at 171_
-among the bottom 20 economies. For fulfilling border compliance, an exporter needs 75 hours and the cost of documentary compliance was $257.
The cost of border compliance was $457.
In the case of imports, the cost of documentary compliance is $735 and
border compliance is $936.6. On the index of enforcing contracts, the
country was ranked at 156 – a notch above last year’s ranking. Similarly,
Pakistan improved three positions on the index of resolving insolvency and
stood at 82.
If one particular government department is to be blamed for the overall
poor performance, it is the ministry of finance, as the country’s ranking
nosedived on the indicators of paying taxes and getting credit. The findings
of the report serve as a rude reminder to the PML-N government that has
claimed making Pakistan an easier place to do business in, while also
helping it become one of the fastest 25 growing economies of the world.
Instead, the country was ranked at 43 from the bottom on the influential
global index. This year, Pakistan did make it easier to “start a business”,
“register property”, “strengthened minority shareholders protection” and
made it easier to “do trade across the border”. It also introduced electronic
processing of documents for exports and imports and strengthened port
infrastructure. But all this was not enough to improve its ranking in the
world index. The report provides ample food for thought for the country’s
policy makers.
The government needs to undertake large scale economic, legal and
administrative reforms and bold decisions to make Pakistan attractive for
investment and promote exports. It is interesting to note in this context that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set the goal of getting India into the top
30 countries in this ranking by 2018. President Vladimir Putin’s goal is
more ambitious, as he wants Russia (which is currently ranked 51) to be
in the top 20 countries in terms of ease of doing business. Pakistan too
needs to move quickly to improve its business friendly image.
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Leaks

From Panama
to Paradise
Muhammad Hassan

Names of 135 Pakistanis have appeared in the Paradise Leaks after over
400 were caught in the Panama Leaks last year. Contrary to the Panama
Leaks which hit mainly Pakistan and former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
the new disclosures have rocked the whole world. Over 25,000 companies,
owned by the world's rich and influential people from 180 countries, have
been exposed in the biggest leaks so far and investigations and protests
have already started against them.
The Paradise Papers include 127 politicians and public officials and 14
of them are current or former country leaders from more than 47 countries.
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Some 140 politicians and public officials from more than 50 countries had
been named in the Panama Papers in April, 2016. From Pakistan’s perspective, only few politicians and known figures make the new list. They
include former Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, former National Insurance
Corporation Limited (NICL) Chairman Ayaz Khan Niazi, Sadruddin Hashwani, founder of the Hashoo Group of Companies, Mian Mansha, a close
aide to former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and chairman of the Muslim
Commercial Bank (MCB) and Nishat Group of Companies, Zaheeruddin,
the successful bidder of the DTH service in Pakistan, Nooruddin Feerasta,
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owner of Soneri Bank, and Hussain Dawood, chairman of the Dawood
Hercules Corporation.
The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) has not
yet released a complete list of Pakistanis who own offshore companies.
According to it, the record of the Pakistanis was mostly found in Bermuda,
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands and Malta. Former Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz was linked to two trusts. Cititrust Limited was set up by the
Citibank in Bahamas and he was its director. It was formed when he
worked at the bank. He set up the Antarctic Trust in his own name. His
wife, three children and a granddaughter are its beneficiaries. Ayaz Khan
Niazi holds four offshore companies in British Virgin Islands. Sadurddin
Hashwani owns one company each in Barbados and Cayman Islands. The
companies were used to obtain hefty loans from Standard Chartered in
another offshore haven, Mauritius, and its branch in London. Mian Mansha
owns six offshore companies. Four of them are in British Virgin Islands
and two in Mauritius. He has also owned an account in a Swiss bank since
1994.
According to the ICIJ, Alauddin J. Feerasta, chairman of Soneri Bank,
is the owner of Rangeworth Limited, a company registered in the British
Virgin Islands, with an account in a Swiss bank. Nooruddin Feerasta, his
nephew and chairman of Rupali Polyester Limited, also owns a company
in the British Virgins Islands with an account in a Swiss bank. Obaid Altaf
Khananai, who was convicted of money laundering in the US, also had a
Swiss bank account. Hussain Dawood is linked to a company registered
in the Isle of Man, with two Swiss accounts. Islamabad-based businessman, Zaheeruddin, who won the DTH bid, owns three companies in the
British Virgin Islands and two accounts in HSBC, Bermuda, and Bank of
Bermuda. He had not declared them when he provided his business details
to the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulator Authority (PEMRA). The Paradise Papers say a Mauritius-based offshore company, Balyasny SI Limited, invested in an English language daily in Pakistan. Balyasny is a
subsidiary of the Shakti Master Fund L.P., which also purchased shares
of Pace Pakistan, owned by the family of former Punjab Governor Salmaan
Taseer, who was assassinated in 2011.
The biggest names of the world, caught in the new leaks, include British
Queen Elizabeth II and her son Prince Charles. The Duchy of Lancaster,
the private estate of the Queen, was found to have millions of pounds in-
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vested in offshore arrangements. Around £10 million from the Queen’s private fund was paid into funds in the Cayman Islands and Bermuda between 2004 and 2005. Prince Charles’ private estate invested millions of
pounds in offshore funds and companies, including a Bermuda-registered
business run by one of his best friends. The documents also reveal shady
business connection of US President Donald Trump’s Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson with Russian companies, secret investment of Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s chief fundraiser, offshore investment of
the Queen of Jordan, presidents of Ukraine, Columbia and Liberia, the
Australian prime minister, a former Austrian chancellor, two sons of the
Turkish prime minister, finance and agriculture ministers of Brazil, a few
parliamentarians of Iraq, Iran and Ukraine, a minister and officials of the
Kazakhstan oil ministry, foreign minister of Uganda, former presidents of
Ghana, Indonesia, cousin of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, a former
prime minister of Japan, Qatar’s Finance Minister Ali Shareef al-Emadi,
former Emir of Qatar Hamad bin Khlifa al-Thani, Prince Hammad bin Jassim bin Jaber al-Thani, two important figures of the UAE, Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman bin Abdul Aziz, Muhammad bin Nayef, Prince Saud bin Fahd
bin Abdel Aziz al-Saud, the late King Fahd’s wife Al Jawhara bint Ibrahim
Al Ibrahim.
Renowned singers Madonna and Bono also make the list. Social media
giants Twitter and Facebook and over 100 multinational companies, including Apple, Uber, Nike and Botox-maker Allergan are also caught. Despite tight financial controls, 714 Indians also figured in the leaks.
Protests and probes have already started in other countries, but Pakistan is still mired in the Panama Leaks and its aftermath. It is also noteworthy that no one in the world has rejected the leaks while former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and ministers still call the Panama leaks a conspiracy against him and Pakistan. He has been disqualified, but still faces
cases. The rest of the accused named in the Panama Papers have not
been touched. Nawaz Sharif would have not been punished if PTI Chairman Imran Khan had not launched a protest movement for months, which
forced the Supreme Court to take up the issue. The government and its
institutions are not interested in action against the accused named in both
leaks. In this situation, the Supreme Court should form a joint investigation
team (JIT) to probe all accused named in the Panama and Paradise Papers. Otherwise, action against the Sharif family could not be justified.
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Fraud

Parallel governance
in Punjab
Muhammad Ali

The future of 56 public sector companies, set up by the Punjab government, looks bleak after their creation and functioning have been questioned through a writ petition in the Lahore High Court (LHC). Besides
incurring losses of billions of rupees without any work for years, over
Rs80b corruption has been detected in the companies.
According to critics, the Punjab government has set up the companies
as part of its plan to bypass government institutions and accommodate its
blue-eyed persons and bureaucrats at lucrative salaries and perks through
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privatisation of civil administration. Under the plan, the Punjab government
has transferred its functions and powers of local governments to the companies, registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan under the Companies Ordinance of 1984. A brainchild of Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif, many companies exist only on paper but their staff
has been receiving salaries for over eight years. Besides blue-eyed civil
servants, the firms are headed by members of the ruling party. Their boards
of directors are also packed with friends of the rulers and their relatives.
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The companies include Punjab Saaf Pani Company, Punjab Agriculture
and Meat Company, Lahore Transport Company, Lahore Waste Management Company (the company exists in seven big cities), Lahore Parking
Company, Multan Cattle Market Management Company, Punjab Livestock
& Dairy Development Board, Quaid-e-Azam Solar Power Company, South
Punjab Forest Company, Punjab Health Initiative Management Company,
Punjab Power Development Company, Quaid-e-Azam Thermal Power
Limited, Quaid-e-Azam Hydel Power (Pvt) Ltd., and Punjab Municipal Development Fund Company. Very few people know about their complete
list. Even the Punjab chief secretary was not aware of all of them. His “ignorance” came to light when he sought details of all companies from all
departments of the province through a circular. He ordered all administrative secretaries to provide him with details in a day. He was also unaware
of government officers, who had been hired or deputed to the firms, and
about their terms and conditions.
A few days ago, an acting project manager of the Punjab Saaf Pani
Company was arrested for corruption of millions of rupees in various clean
drinking water schemes. After reports of rising corruption in the companies,
the Punjab chief minister constituted a special committee to probe irregularities to cover up the issue. However, the issue also reached the court.
On the other hand, the Punjab Finance Department said the companies
were not under its direct control and funds were issued after formal approval from departments concerned. According to media reports, over
Rs80b irregularities had been detected in the financial affairs of the companies a few months ago, but the government hushed up the issue. It is
said the companies were set up to improve governance in the Punjab after
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif was inspired by the Turkish model. According to estimates, over 40,000 workers have been hired by the Punjab government for the public sector entities.
According to the government’s own record, an officer of grade 20 in
one company is drawing Rs200,000 while the other in the same grade is
drawing Rs 2 million in another company. Besides hefty salaries, billions
of rupees are being spent on foreign tours of the officers. Millions of rupees
have also been set aside for the purchase of bulletproof vehicles for officers of the Saaf Pani Company. The company also interviewed candidates
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for unknown reasons and wasted millions of rupees. Saaf Pani Company CEO Nabeel Javed draws Rs1.4 million in salary. The CEO of the Quaid-e-Azam Solar Power Company draws

November 16-30, 2017

Rs 1.5 million per month. The CEOs of the Lahore Transport Company,
Lahore Parking Company, Lahore Waste Management Company, Punjab
Agriculture and Meat Company, South Punjab Forest Company, Punjab
Health Initiative Management Company, Punjab Power Development Company, Quaid-e-Azam Thermal Power Limited, Quaid-e-Azam Solar Power
(Pvt.) Ltd., Quaid-e-Azam Hydel Power (Pvt.) Ltd., Punjab Municipal Development Fund Company and others are drawing different salaries, some
in millions and others in lacs.
It is a fact that the financial rules and regulations that govern government departments do not apply to the companies, though they handle public funds worth tens of billions of rupees. The government believes the
companies have helped avoid red-tape of bureaucratic approvals and complete development projects expeditiously. The officers serving in the companies receive incentives in the form of attractive compensations, which
are 10 to 15 times higher than their normal salaries. For example, the civil
servants serving in energy companies of the Punjab government are drawing Rs1.5-2 million per month in salaries, as compared to salaries of
around Rs150,000 to 200,000 for grade-21 and grade-22 officers. According to experts, the legality of a higher salary to a serving civil servant as
an executive officer of a limited company is questionable. Under the official
rules, a civil servant deputed in a government-owned company is only entitled to a deputation allowance, which amounts to around Rs6,000 and
they cannot receive higher emoluments.
Some blue-eyed officers of the rulers are simultaneously enjoying perks
and privileges of being CEOs of the companies and government servants.
Its perfect example was Ahad Khan Cheema, who was the Lahore Development Authority (LDA) director general, when the Punjab government appointed him the chief executive officer of the Quaid-i-Azam Thermal Power
(Private) Limited. He was also allowed to continue to work as LDA DG in
addition to his new assignment till the appointment of some senior official
as the new LDA chief.
The Punjab government has further curtailed the powers of local governments through the companies, which have failed to deliver. The Saaf
Pani Company is the biggest example. It has failed to provide clean drinking water to people of the province but its officers have received billions in
salaries and devoured billions more through fraud. According to legal experts, the court will declare the companies illegal. However, people question whether action will be taken against people who created them or not?
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Politics

The final
round begins
Muhammad Zain

A war of words has intensified after the Supreme Court of Pakistan provided a strong-worded reply to former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to his
repeated question on disqualification. The situation will aggravate in weeks
as the former prime minister plans a head-on clash with the judiciary because he believes only an offensive policy can provide relief to him and
his family.

12

According to informed sources, the former prime minister wants a repeat of the 1999 situation, when his government was toppled by the then
Army Chief General Pervez Musharraf. In other words, he intends to take
the situation to a level where the army is forced to take control of the country. He thinks the establishment is behind the corruption cases and his disqualification. Sources say he is desperate to take the war to the
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establishment and even asked his hand-picked Prime Minister Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi to remove Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa from
his post a few weeks ago, but he refused for fear of serious consequences.
Sources say if Nawaz Sharif had been the prime minister of the country,
he would have sacked the army chief long ago.
Sources say the establishment had conveyed a message to Nawaz
Sharif through Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi during the ruling
party’s London meeting that it had not played any role in the corruption
cases against him and his family or his disqualification by the Supreme
Court. The establishment had also assured him that it would not interfere
in his cases in the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and accountability
courts at any stage. It also promised to remain neutral if the Hudaibiya
money laundering and Model Town cases reopen and Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif was included in investigations.
After the London meeting, the Sharif family fed fake reports to the media
that Shahbaz Sharif would be the party’s candidate for the prime minister’s
post in the next election. The reports aimed to create an impression that
the Sharif family was united and the leadership of the party would remain
in the family. The Sharif family understands that problems for Shahbaz
Sharif will increase as he is the main accused in the Hudaibiya and Model
Town cases, which have been pending for years. In this situation, the Sharif
family believes confrontation with the judiciary and the army is the only option that can pave the way for any kind of relief to it. It is said Nawaz Sharif
had conveyed to the establishment that he was ready to quit politics and
renounce his policy of confrontation if his daughter Maryam Nawaz and
brother Shahbaz Sharif were spared cases against them. He wants
Musharraf-like relief for the Sharif family, under which cases were frozen.
However, he was informed that only courts could provide such relief.
Signs of a pitched battle between the Sharif family and the Supreme
Court can already be seen. Pakistan Chief Justice Saqib Nisar, reacting
to sharp criticism of the judiciary, observed that the court deserved appreciation for observing restraint on derogatory comments. Earlier, the court
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provided a strong-worded reply to Nawaz Sharif, which some said was
below the dignity of the court. In its detailed order on rejection of pleas of
the Sharif family in the Panama case, the court said the ousted prime minister tried to fool the court and the people, both inside and outside the Parliament, and never came up before the court with the whole truth. “Nawaz
Sharif even tried to fool the court without realizing that you can fool all the
people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time,” it observed.
In its reaction, the ruling party and the Sharif family made their intentions clear that they want a full-blown war. In a press release, the party rejected the “inappropriate and derogatory words” against Nawaz Sharif and
said, “Whatever was said about the three-time prime minister falls short of
the court’s standards. The detailed judgment is a very unfortunate example
of malice, hostility, anger and provocation from beginning to the end.” The
statement also used unusually harsh language to criticise the Supreme
Court for being unable to deliver justice and accused judges of taking oath
of allegiance to bandits in the past. Nawaz Sharif said the judges were biased against him and he had no hope of justice from them. He said the
judgment was another dark chapter in Pakistan’s history. His daughter,
Maryam Nawaz, said it was not Nawaz Sharif but justice that had been
targeted in the verdict.
As the Sharif family has turned the heat on the institutions to save itself
from jail, legislators of the ruling party have panicked and started looking
for options, because they think the party would sink with the Sharif family
if it continued with its policy of confrontation. They are right in thinking that
no party or person can survive in the country by clashing with state institutions. It is an open secret that at least 40 PML-N MNAs are ready to join
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) of Imran Khan and over 120 are in the
camp of former Interior Minister Nisar Ali but they will formally announce
it after Nawaz Sharif is jailed in few weeks. Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi can also dissolve the National Assembly in weeks to avert a crisis
and pave the way for early elections.
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Politics

Premature or delayed
elections: Bad omens
for democracy
Raza Khan

A new debate has started in Pakistan whether there should be early national elections while it seems that the next general polls may not be held
in time. The only vociferous proponent of early elections is main opposition
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) while all other political parties have
opposed premature polls. On the other hand the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has warned the government and the parliament that if a
constitutional amendment is not made before November 10, 2017, to hold
the next general elections according to the new census, the holding of
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elections as scheduled would not be possible. The debate has raised serious questions on the sustainability of democracy in Pakistan.
Insofar as the PTI demand to hold early national elections is concerned,
this is an unjustified demand. At times one thinks that there is complete
lack of political acumen within the ranks of the PTI. Nevertheless, if one
looks at the demand of the PTI from the standpoint of the party, then the
demand is comprehensible. The party wants to deny the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) getting a majority in the Senate of Pak-
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istan. The next election for the Senate is due in March 2018, when half of
the members of the Upper House of parliament would be retiring and in
their place new members would be elected. At the moment, the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) has a majority in the 100-member Senate of Pakistan
followed closely by the PML-N. The PTI also has sizable presence in the
Senate thanks to its majority in the KP Assembly. The members of the
Senate are elected by members of the provincial assemblies and in case
of Islamabad and FATA members of the National Assembly form the Electoral College. At the moment the PPP has a majority in the Sindh Assembly, the PTI has a majority in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Assembly
while the PML-N has a majority in the Punjab and a slim majority in the
Balochistan Assembly. Thus, the PML-N is all set to win most of the Senate
seats from the Punjab and Balochistan. The PTI and the PPP would be
returning their nominees as senators from the KP and Sindh, respectively.
The PTI thus feared that even if the party may win a majority in the National
Assembly in the next elections and may even form the federal government,
the party would be short of a majority in the Upper House. This would seriously stunt the party’s ability and scope to legislate on key policy issues.
However, the PTI demand seems unjustified because preventing the
PML-N government from completing its five-year constitutional tenure
would create another political crisis in the country. The PML-N, whose
founder Nawaz Sharif and three-time prime minister, who was ousted by
the Supreme Court of Pakistan on the recommendation of the Joint Investigation Commission (JIT), which investigated the alleged corruption of Mr.
Sharif, has already been arguing that his ouster is an “attack” on democracy. Early elections in any manner would give credence to the propaganda of the PML-N that undemocratic forces have been trying to derail
democracy and the political system. Majority in the Upper House is not
more important than having sustainable democracy in the country. The demand for early elections by the PTI suggests that all the allegations against
the PTI of furthering the agenda of the establishment of the country are
insubstantial. Because the establishment traditionally has tried its best that
a political party should not be in a position to have a majority in both
houses of parliament lest it would do whatever it wants in the domain of
key policy decisions without any check on it. For instance, there is no doubt
that in 1997, the PML-N was handed a two-thirds majority by the establishment, but when the then prime minister, Nawaz Sharif, tried to have full
control of every policy and institutions in the country, the powers-that-be
sent his government packing, just before the next Senate elections. At that
time, the PML-N had a two-thirds majority in the NA, but was short of the
same in the Upper House. Mr. Sharif, as prime minister, was naïve enough
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to forget the lesson of history and has had to pay a heavy price by trying
to effect fundamental changes in the country’s policy, this time around, particularly regarding relations with India. So the establishment would never
like the PTI to win a majority in both houses of parliament and therefore
the PTI demand for early elections so as to prevent the PML-N from getting
a majority in the Senate, may be quite annoying for the powers-that-be.
But if early elections are against the spirit of democracy, delaying polls
would be more damaging to the country and democracy. There have been
rumours for the last several weeks that the PML-N and the PPP have been
trying together to delay the elections. Although at the moment the plausible
reason could be the lack of constitutional provision to hold elections on
the basis of the census held early this year. But ultimately it would be the
seasonal or weather factor which may be made a pretext to delay the elections. It must be mentioned here that the existing NA and provincial assemblies would be completing their five-year constitutional tenure in June
2018. Under the constitutional provisions, new elections to the NA and
provincial assemblies must be held within three months or 90 days of the
dissolution of the outgoing assemblies. Thus, according to the constitution,
elections must be held before August 2018 or at the latest by 5 September,
2018. Around this time the weather is too hot for people to go to the polls
and far more difficult for the political parties to carry out extensive electioneering. All the political parties must understand that delaying elections
would necessitate the extending of the tenure of the caretaker set up. And
as a caretaker setup has to be decided upon by the outgoing government
and opposition in the NA and provincial assemblies, controversies would
most likely to emerge. The situation in Pakistan is such that delaying elections cannot be conducive to the stability of the state.
Pakistani democracy is nascent and there are multiple threats to the
democratic political system from within and without. There are already very
strong demands from the non-political forces for establishing a government
of technocrats. There is no provision of a technocratic set-up in the constitution. In other words, it is totally unconstitutional. In order to bring such
a set up there could only be two ways; one to bring a constitutional amendment and the other through the intervention of the military. Presently, none
of the political parties having representation in the NA and Senate has any
favourable tilt towards a technocratic set-up for obvious reasons. A technocratic set up through the intervention of the military would be to all intents and purposes a martial law and one thinks that the present military
leadership is mature enough that it will not exercise that option. Pakistan
critically needs democracy, and for a strong democracy the need is a sustainable political system which would allow a democratic culture to evolve.
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Political dynamics
of today’s Sindh
Raza Khan

Rapid political developments are taking place in SIndh province at the moment which would have far reaching impact on the outcome of 2018 national elections and future complexion of the government in the province.
Presently, indubitably the ruling party of the province, Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP), is in control of the province and its government as well as
most of the district governments. The PPP has also gained strength in
urban areas of province due to the banning of Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) after the anti-Pakistan statements of its founder in August 2016
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and the emergence of MQM-Pakistan led by Farooq Sattar, the (former?)
henchman of Altaf. The ostensible splitting of MQM into London or Altaf
and Pakistan or Sattar factions has provided a new lease of life to the PPP
in urban Sindh. In these areas the PPP has been steadily losing ground to
the MQM for the last three decades.
The banning of MQM-Altaf in Pakistan and the weakening of the party
has also psychologically unchained the Urdu-speaking communities of
urban Sindh to consider other political options. These communities have
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been politically and forcibly made dependent by the MQM-Altaf on the
party so that they should and cannot look to some other political party. This
psychological unshackling of the minds of the Urdu-speaking communities
of Sindh would have far reaching impact on the future political scenario of
the province. However, factionalism in the MQM not only has created political space in urban Sindh for the PPP but also for the Pak Sar Zameen
Party (PSP), led by former mayor of Karachi, Mustapha Kamal Pasha and,
more importantly, for the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). The PTI got the
second largest number of votes in the May 2013 national elections from
Karachi, once considered as a bastion of the MQM. Albeit, the PTI due to
extremely weak organizational structure and rifts in Sindh could not maintain its new-found ground in urban Sindh. Resultantly, it has been woefully
struggling to get more votes in by-elections. Due to the weak organizational
set-up of the PTI in SIndh more and more people in urban Sindh have
been moving towards the PSP, which presented itself as an alternative to
the mainstream MQM.
But because of PSP support to Hammad Siddiqui, the main accused
of Baldia factory fire incident, in which more than two hundred workers
were burnt to death, questions are being raised on the PSP. The PSP
which so far has been trying to present itself as a clean party and against
the “terrorism” of the MQM, if found involved in supporting terrorists then
it may also lose support of the Urdu-speaking communities as well as other
ethnic groups, who have suffered tremendously due to terrorism by the
MQM and other parties including the PPP and the ANP. It may be recalled
that it was the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) special bench on the
Karachi violence which during the hearing had remarked that all the political parties of Karachi were involved in terrorism and had especially mentioned the names of PPP, MQM and ANP. The list did not include the PTI.
After the recent revelations by the MQM-Pakistan estranged member
of the National Assembly, Salman Mujahid Baloch that the MQM-Altaf was
behind the Baldia factory fire, has created a lot of problems for the MQMPakistan and the PSP. In a letter to DG Rangers Sindh, Baloch revealed
that the factory fire was triggered by one Hammad Siddiqui and he was
getting directions from top leaders of the MQM. The situation may reverse
the dwindling prospects of the PTI in urban Sindh yet again. The timing of
the emerging situation just before six months of the next elections will be
consequential.
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In rural and interior Sindh, the PPP, as said earlier, is well in control.
There still may not be a big political challenge to the PPP there, but the incumbency factor and the political psychological factor and adverse governance by the PPP could result in a doomsday scenario for the PPP. The
winds of change in Sindh seem to be blowing with the PTI holding massive
public meetings in Sukkur, Hyderabad, Obaro, etc. The way the inhabitants
of Sindh are rallying to the PTI in recent weeks is quite surprising. Even
before the 2013 elections unlike the rest of Pakistan, where the PTI was
holding huge public meetings, the party could not gather a worthwhile number of people in SIndh. In fact, the PTI, if one recalls, had organized a few
rallies before the 2013 elections in Sindh. Much of its focus was on the
Punjab and on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This was a grave mistake which
Imran Khan and his party committed because Sindh has always been extremely important from the federal politics point of view and its role could
be instrumental in forming the next federal government. Realizing this, the
PTI has started holding public meetings and rallies in every part of Sindh,
including the remotest areas like Obaro. This would definitely prove beneficial for the party.
Imran Khan’s consistent stand on the Panama corruption case and the
disqualification of former prime minister, Nawaz Sharif, on the basis of
Khan’s petition in the SCP, would also have its impact in Sindh. More than
that, the worst ever performance of the PPP government in Sindh would
also play a critical role in the next elections in Sindh. However, in order to
woo away voters from the PPP or to attract non-voters in Sindh, the PTI
and other provincial opponents of the PPP would have to forge an alliance.
At the moment, certain key Sindhi parties that have been against the PPP
are Pakistan Muslim League-Functional (PML-F), Awami Qaumi Party of
Ayaz Pallijo and the group led by former PPP interior minister, Zulfiqar
Mirza. If all these anti-PPP forces could forge an alliance it would constitute
a very tough challenge to the PPP. Here it may be mentioned that the
Sindh National Front of Mumtaz Bhutto has merged the party with the PTI.
It should be remembered that whatever the situation that would emerge
in the rest of Pakistan during the electioneering for the next elections,
would have its impact, although to a lesser extent, in Sindh. This time
Sindh province may deny the PPP a hat-trick of government in the
province, as the general mood of change in the country may also ultimately
engulf the province.
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Education

Let legal Madrasas
contribute
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar
Qari Abdur-Raheem Salfi is worried about his “mission” and the future of
his students. He’s Mohtemum Aala of his madrasa in Sabzazar area of Lahore, and his “mission” is to “equip all Muslim children of Pakistan with religious education, only to please my Allah”.
Starting from one madrasa in Dholanwal area along Bund Road, Lahore, he’s currently running three in the semi-slum neighbourhood. His
main seminary is situated in Sabzazar area now, where at least 450 students are getting religious education.
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All his three madrasas are registered with Wafaqul Madaris Al-Arabia
under the Societies Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 2005, which is
an amended form of the Societies Registration Act 1860.
Qari Abdur-Raheem, himself has an MA in Islamic Studies from Shaikh
Zayed Islamic Centre of Karachi University, believes in following the law
of the land. His madrasas are open to any government authorities any
time, as his students study a government-approved syllabus.
However, during the past over one year, he feels threatened, as the
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visits by officials of different government departments, including security
agencies personnel, have increased manifold. He, himself, and his students are questioned about their studies, syllabus and their religious affiliations with religious groups repeatedly.
“It is really disturbing and annoying. Parents of many of my students
have been asking for withdrawing their children. They fear taking away of
their children by the security agencies one day for questioning, on one pretext or the other,” a worried Qari says.
A few months back, the National Assembly was informed that the government had shut down hundreds of suspected and unregistered
madrasas across the country, under the National Action Plan (NAP) implementation. The Plan was finalised by the government in January 2015,
to crack down on terrorism and to supplement the ongoing anti-terrorist
offensive in the country. It is considered as a major coordinated state reaction following the deadly Peshawar school attack.
Point number 10 of the Plan directly deals with madrasas, pledging regularisation and reformation of seminaries across Pakistan. The House was
told that 167 suspected seminaries were shut down in Sindh, 13 in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, two in Punjab, and 72 unregistered madrasas in Sindh
were closed. Also, 102 madrasas were sealed for stoking sectarianism,
2,471 cases registered, 2,345 people arrested and 73 shops involved in
the business were sealed.
All these news stories appearing in the media from time to time add to
the worries of the Qari. He is not convinced that madrasas are engaged in
promotion of extremism and terrorism. “And if there’s any truth in this claim,
only a very small number of madrasas might be involved in such activities,”
he claims.
Now, one seldom finds any news item in the press that a madrasa student was found involved in any anti-state, or extremism activity, Qari
Abdur-Raheem Salfi says. But in the recent past, people learn from a number of stories on the mainstream media that university students and those
from higher education institutions were joining the ranks of international
terrorist groups. The Qari asks, “Would you shut down those universities
and colleges?
A report recently published by the Dawn newspaper indicated that education did not prevent militancy: Sindh’s Counter Terrorism Department
said that out of 500 militants currently held in Sindh’s jails, 64 hold a master’s degree and 70 have a bachelor’s.
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Sociologists believe the deprived and confused youth, particularly those
who can’t find answers to their problems, are most vulnerable to fall into
the hands of extremist groups, such as IS, which is highly tech-savvy and
relies heavily on cyberspace to provide hardline narratives that glorify terrorism. Other factors include political disillusionment, increasing militancy
in the country, and poor security measures.
Another incident shook the nation in the middle of the current year.
Naureen Leghari, a bright, 20-year-old medical student from a well-educated family in Sindh province, joined a group and was planning a suicide
attack on Lahore’s Christian community. She had pledged allegiance to
Islamic State.
These incidents aside, Qari Abdur-Raheem’s question has relevance
in the current circumstances of Pakistan. Seminaries are supplementing
government efforts to help meet the education needs of an estimated 50
million school-age children. Despite 220,000 schools nationwide, more
than 20 million children are not in school, according to the official data.
The federal and provincial governments are continuously hiking the
budget for the education sector, but efforts are not producing the desired
results. The United Nations estimates Pakistan’s current education budget
at 2.65 per cent of GDP, roughly US$8 billion, or around US$150 per student.
In such circumstances, madrasas appear to be part of the solution, instead of a problem. A large number of poor families send their children to
madrasas, where they live and receive Islamic education.
Qari says madrasas provide shelter, three full meals, and a good education to young people whose families are unable to make ends meet. As
such, these centres of learning share the state responsibility of providing
free education to its children.
Since independence, Pakistan has seen gradual increase in the number of seminaries. In 1947, Pakistan had less than 300 madrasas. By 1988,
it had less than 3,000, but now we have around 26,000 registered ones.
Estimates on unregistered madrasas vary from 10,000 to 15,000 across
the country.
According to Qari Abdur-Raheem, madrasas mostly teach Islamic subjects such as memorization of the Quran, Tafseer (interpretation of the Holy
Quran), Hadith (thousands of sayings of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH),
Usool-ul-Hadith (rules of Hadith), Fiqh and Usool-ul-Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence and principles of Islamic Jurisprudence), Sarf and Nahw (branches
of Arabic grammar), Arabic language, Islamic finance, Mantiq (logic), philosophy, classic Arabic literature and eloquence. Mastery of these subjects
qualifies a student to become an Islamic scholar.
However, various madrasas now teach other subjects also. About 12
years back, the federal government introduced the Government Madrasa
Reforms Programme 2004, under which the seminaries were bound to
teach their students English, Mathematics, Social Studies and General
Science, from primary to secondary level. Also, English, computer sciences, economics and Pakistan studies were to be taught at the higher
level. This programme was only partially implemented.
Various plans and policies approved in the past are already in hand,
says the Qari. Instead of closing down madrasas, or taking any adverse
action against them, the government should implement its policies and let
them play their role in increasing the literacy rate in the country.
In June 2002, the government drafted the Voluntarily Registration of
Regulations Ordinance 2002 and passed it through the federal cabinet.
Also, the government had promulgated the Societies Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 2005 for the registration of seminaries.
However, the ordinance did not work out in its intended spirit and the
madrasas rejected survey forms from the office of the interior ministry on
the grounds of non-fulfilment of the agreed conditions. The Ittehad
Tanzeemat Madaris Pakistan (ITMP), the umbrella body representing
madrasas, resented the perceived intervention by the government, claiming that the government was seeking credentials from the seminaries.
Qari believes the issue needs to be resolved through talks with all
stakeholders, as the cause should be greater than ego. The state had already reiterated its resolve earlier in the form of the National Internal Security Policy (NISP), promulgated more than a year ago. Under this, the
National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) was mandated to carry out
the registration of madrasas.
It was believed that NAP would build upon this, but the reality is that
NACTA, till date, remains powerless and without resources, an organisation on paper. The issue of illiteracy could be resolved to a great extent if
madrasas and the boards regulating them are taken on board, and various
policies and programmes made to date are implemented with sincerity, believes Qari Abdur-Raheem.
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Pakistan needs
cleanliness
Faheem Amir

How difficult it is to avoid the conclusion that the thick smog that envelopes
the Punjab, is a metaphor for the socio-political miasma that prevails over
the country. Not only political, economic, social and judicial corruption but
also water, noise and air pollution have affected the country and
its people badly. In fact, through their ill-advised policies, our
venal and inept rulers, including corrupt policy makers, politicians, bureaucrats and technocrats, have put the very existence of the state and its people in jeopardy. The people of
Pakistan are drinking poisonous water, eating contaminated
food and breathing the air which is poisonous. The most tragic
thing is that the rulers are doing nothing to protect the country and
its people from both corruption and pollution.
Due to this air pollution and smog, the much-awaited three-match
T20 series between Pakistan and the West Indies is expected to be postponed. According to a Pakistan Cricket Board official, "the thick blanket of
smog in Lahore, [where the matches were expected to be held], and the
commitment of West Indies' major players to the Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) became the main reasons for the postponement of the bilateral T20 series". "The PCB and the West Indies Cricket Board had
agreed that West Indies will tour Pakistan in November, but now it is unlikely to happen because of the smog and some other reasons. The official
added that the Meteorological Department had been unable to specify a
timeframe for the dissipation of the smog. “Both the boards are now deliberating other possible dates for the series".
It is a setback for the Pakistan cricket board, the government and its
people who are hoping to normalise international cricket in the country. By
holding the T-20 series, the state also wants to tell the world that Pakistan
has defeated terrorism and extremism. The country is, now, peaceful and
secure for holding any international event . The Lahore smog has defeated
these efforts. Moreover, the smog is disrupting life and the health of millions in the Punjab. Many flights, buses and trains have already been cancelled due to insufficient visibility.
There are many causes which have proved instrumental in the emergence of this foul smog across the country, especially in Lahore.
According to The Daily Times, "Lahore, Pakistan’s second largest city
and home to more than 10 million people unusually experiences a sudden
elevated rise in air pollutants which is a combination of urban air pollution,
calm wind (mainly in the winter months) and penetration of polluted air
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from India causing visibly dense smog that is said to have
worsened over the past five years. Air pollution has
emerged as a major health issue in the country causing almost 60,000 deaths because of the rising high
levels of fine partic-

ulate matter in the air and Pakistan, due to its air pollution, is now listed as
one of the deadliest places in the world according to a 2016 report by the
World Health Organisation (WHO). An ever-increasing rise in industrial development in Punjab combines with unrestricted tree felling and vehicular
emissions are the real culprits behind the rise in air pollution in Lahore,
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but equally so is a growing number of crop fires; coal plant emissions
burning in neighbouring India are also contributing to the mix of pollutants worsening the air quality.
A recently published report by the
Lancet Commission identified pollution (including air pollution) as
the worst environmental
culprit responsible for
premature deaths and
diseases in the world
especially in rapidly industrialising countries
like Pakistan, India,
China and Bangladesh.
The report claims that
almost 22 percent of
premature deaths in
Pakistan are
attributable
to
pollution
— and
t h i s
comes
t
o
about

300,000
deaths annually more than the
deaths caused by road accidents in the country.
According to the
latest WHO figures,
there are some
alarming facts that
are of concern to
experts about
the deteriorating air quality in
Lahore. Pakistan’s median
exposure to
pollutants like
(CO) carbon
monoxide, oxides of nitrogen (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2) and other
fine particulate matter is around PM 2.5, which is
the most harmful concentration of pollutants in the air.
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According to this source, a yearly average of 68 µg/m3 of
PM2.5, is a reason for Lahore being ranked at a figure
of 155 (unhealthy) on the Air Quality Index. However,
air pollution can reach much higher and even hazardous levels with the worst that was experienced
last year in November 2016.
Similarly, data obtained from noted climate expert Dr. Mehmood Khalid confirmed
on Radio Pakistan that according to fresh readings from the
recently
installed monit o r i n g
equip-

ment, the level of
carbon monoxide was 21.29
(milligram per metre) on the Mall Road, 17.52
in Mohlanwal, and 6.94 in Gulberg’s Liberty Market
as against the maximum permissible limit of 5.
Shahid Javed Burki, a prominent Pakistani economist
and former federal minister, writes: "The damage pollution is doing to Pakistan is well illustrated by some of the
numbers given in a recent report by the World Health Organisation (WHO) about the ill effects on health resulting
from poor quality of the air most Pakistanis now breathe. According to WHO, the mortality rate in Pakistan attributed to
household and ambient pollution per 100,000 of the population
was 87.2 in 2012. Then the population of Pakistan was 178 million, which means that 155,000 deaths in that year were the result
of atmospheric pollution. A comparison of this number with the deaths
related to terrorist activities is revealing. In the 14-year period between
2003 and 2017, Pakistan lost 62,574 people to terrorism. This means that
on average the country has been losing 4,500 persons a year to violence.
However, air pollution is taking 30 times as many lives".
All the above-mentioned facts and figures demonstrate the gravity of
the situation. But, unfortunately, the PML-N and its corrupt leaders are
hardly bothered by these dreadful facts. They have plundered the country
and its people by earning massive kickbacks from the mega projects like
motorways, flyovers, underpasses, overpasses, orange and yellow metro
lines, etc. There is no doubt the Sharifs have turned Lahore, once the city
of gardens, into a veritable concrete jungle where they have used iron
from their own factories. The PML-N has been ruling the province for more
than twenty years. While, Shahbaz Sharif is about to complete his unbroken ten years rule in the province. The Sharifs have not focused on the
real indicators of human development like education, health, including
clean drinking water, pure food and pollution free environment for all the
people of the province. The Sharifs fully know that Pakistan is one of the
worlds’s most water stressed countries. But, without any fear of law or remorse, the PML-N government is cutting down trees continuously in Lahore. Then, there is untreated industrial waste, sewage and solid waste
management and environmental unfriendly industry which are creating pollution in the province. The Supreme Court should take action against these
anti-people policies of the corrupt PML-N government. The media, electronic, print and social, should also play its role by informing and educating
the people about this very important issue. If no strict action is taken
against the PML-N's ill-advised policies and massive corruptions against
the Sharifs, by the state, nature will take its course by turning the country
into an acrid waste-land.
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Mystery void is discovered in the Great Pyramid of Giza
Maria Temming
High-energy particles from outer space have helped uncover an enigmatic void
deep inside the Great Pyramid of Giza.
Using high-tech devices typically reserved for particle physics experiments, researchers peered through the thick stone of the largest pyramid in Egypt for
traces of cosmic rays and spotted a previously unknown empty space. The mysterious cavity is the first major structure discovered inside the roughly 4,500year-old Great Pyramid since the 19th century, researchers report online
November 2 in Nature.
“It’s a significant discovery,” says Peter Der Manuelian, an Egyptologist at Harvard University not involved in the work, “although precisely what it means is
unclear.” The open space may comprise one or more rooms or corridors, but
the particle-detector images reveal only the rough size of the void, not the details
of its design. Eventually, though, this detail of the Great Pyramid’s architecture
could offer new insights into one of the world’s largest, oldest and most famous
monuments. The only one of the ancient Seven Wonders of the World that’s still
standing, the Great Pyramid was built as a burial tomb for Pharaoh Khufu.
“Imagine you’re an archaeologist and you walk into this room no one has walked
in for [over] 4,000 years,” says Nural Akchurin, a physicist at Texas Tech University in Lubbock who wasn’t involved in the study. “That’s huge. It’s incredible.”
Researchers probed the Great Pyramid’s interior with devices that sense muons
— by-products of spacefaring subatomic particles called cosmic rays striking
atoms in the atmosphere. Muons continuously rain on Earth at nearly the speed
of light. But while the subatomic particles easily streak through open air, rock
can absorb or deflect them. By placing detectors near the base and areas deep
inside of the Great Pyramid and measuring the number of muons that reach the
detectors from different directions, scientists could spot empty spaces inside the
ancient edifice.
For instance, if a detector inside the pyramid picked up slightly more muons
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from the north than the south, that would indicate there was slightly less rock on
the north side to intercept incoming muons. That relative abundance of muons
could indicate the presence of a chamber in that direction. Muon imaging an
enormous, dense construction like the Great Pyramid “is not an easy game,”
Akchurin says. The monument obstructs 99 percent of incoming muons before
the particles can reach detectors, so collecting enough data to spot its hollow
spaces takes several months.
The newly identified void was first seen with a type of muon detector called nuclear emulsion film, which the researchers laid out in a space called the Queen’s
chamber and the adjacent corridor inside the pyramid. When muons zip through
these films, the particles’ chemical interactions with the material leave silver trails
that reveal which direction the particles came from, explains Elena Guardincerri,
a physicist at Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico not involved in
the work.
Upon developing these films, the researchers saw a surprising excess of muons
coming through a region above the Grand Gallery, a sloping corridor that runs
north-south through the center of the pyramid. The cavity appears to be at least
30 meters across — about the size of the Grand Gallery itself. “Our first reaction
was a lot of excitement,” says study coauthor Mehdi Tayoubi, cofounder of the
Heritage Innovation Preservation Institute in Paris. “We said, ‘Wow, we got
something big!’”
Tayoubi and colleagues confirmed their discovery with observations from two
other types of muon detectors, which generate electrical signals when muons
pass through them, placed inside the Queen’s chamber and outside at the base
of the pyramid.
Akchurin hopes this finding will pave the way for muon imaging of other ancient
monuments around the world — particularly at archaeological sites where traditional excavation may be difficult, like deep in the jungle or on mountainsides.
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Researchers find women make better
surgeons than men
Alice Park
If you had a choice between going under the knife with a female surgeon or a
male surgeon, which would you choose? Would your surgeon’s gender even
make a difference?
In a new study, researchers asked that very question. Surgery has long been
a male-dominated occupation: first because few women enrolled in medical
school, and then because they weren’t perceived (by male surgeons, no less)
to have the temperament needed to make the life-and-death decisions required
in an operating room. But in the latest report, it turns out that the patients of female surgeons tend to have lower death rates, fewer complications and lower
readmissions to the hospital a month after their procedure, compared to the
patients of male surgeons.
The study included all of the people in Ontario, Canada, who had operations
from 2007 to 2015 (more than 104,000, in total) as well as their surgeons. Dr.
Raj Satkunasivam, assistant professor of urology at Houston Methodist Hospital and leader of the study, and his colleagues went to great lengths to equalize the comparisons between the male and female surgeons. Since surgery is
a field in which experience can lead to better outcomes, they matched the surgeons by age and experience. They also matched the patients of each surgeon
as much as possible to account for the fact that some surgeons might have
had more difficult and complicated cases.
Even after those adjustments, patients of female surgeons were 4% less likely

to die, be readmitted or experience complications 30 days after their surgery
compared to patients of male surgeons. This is not the first time a study has
found that a doctor’s gender may influence patient outcomes. In a study earlier
this year, other researchers from the Harvard School of Public Health looked
at a group of patients seeing general internists and found that those with female
doctors tended to have lower death rates and were less likely to be readmitted
to the hospital within 30 days than those with male doctors. The authors attribute the favorable patient outcomes to the female doctors’ ability to communicate
and engage with their patients to ensure compliance with medications and therapy, their adeptness at collaborating with colleagues and their tendency to adhere to guidelines when treating patients.

Sugary drinks could break your heart
Serena Gordon
If you're a fan of sodas, fruit juices and sugary sports drinks, you're probably not
doing your heart any favors.
A new review suggests that regularly quenching your thirst with sugar-sweetened
beverages not only contributes to your risk of gaining weight, it also ups your
chances of developing type 2 diabetes and metabolic syndrome, a cluster of conditions that raises your risk of heart disease. “Some studies found that consuming
as few as two servings of sugar-sweetened beverages a week was linked to an
increased risk of metabolic syndrome, diabetes and heart disease and stroke,”
said study senior author Faadiel Essop, a professor at Stellenbosch University
in South Africa.
“Others found that drinking at least one sugar-sweetened beverage per day was
associated with elevated blood pressure," he said, and added that even more
alarmingly, some studies found that sugary drinks could raise blood pressure in
teenagers. Metabolic syndrome occurs when you have three or more of the following risk factors for heart disease: abdominal obesity, high levels of triglycerides
(a type of blood fat), reduced levels of HDL (the good) cholesterol, elevated blood
sugar, and higher than normal fasting blood sugar levels (but not yet high enough
to be considered diabetes), according to the American Heart Association. The
review included 36 studies that looked at the effects of sugary drinks on heart
and metabolic health. The studies were done within the past 10 years.
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The studies had varied findings, according to the researchers. But most suggested an association between drinks containing sugar and the development of
metabolic syndrome. The majority of the studies also looked at people who had
more than five sugary drinks a week. It’s not clear exactly how these drinks increase the odds of metabolic syndrome, Essop said. But certainly excess consumption of sugary drinks is linked to a higher waist circumference -- a factor in
metabolic syndrome -- and weight gain. Such drinks have also been tied to decreased insulin sensitivity (a risk for diabetes), inflammation, abnormal cholesterol
and high blood pressure, he said.
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Film

Battlecreek

Bad Match

Joe Leydon

Owen Gleiberman

One of the more impressive qualities of
Battlecreek, a slowburn drama set in a
sultry
Mississippi
town, is the way it upends audience expectations by taking a
surprise detour or two
while covering familiar ground.
Throughout much of her sophomore feature (after 2007’s Rails & Ties), director Alison Eastwood does not transcend so much as artfully paper over
the clichés and contrivances of a script, by Anthea Anka, that could easily
be reconstituted as a stage play with only minor tweaking. But give Anka
this much: When push comes to shove, she makes the resolution of her scenario all the more dramatically and emotionally satisfying by revealing that,
in at least two cases, what appeared to be set-ups were in fact fake-outs.
It also helps that the movie is anchored by the sensitive and engaging performance of Bill Skarsgard “It” as Henry, a budding artist and chronic introvert who, because of a rare skin condition, must avoid any exposure to
direct sunlight. As a child, Henry wandered outside his house one afternoon — and wound up with reddish scars on his neck and chest. Ever
since, he has been, in the words of Robert Frost, his favorite poet, “one
acquainted with the night.”

A Gray State
Dennis Harvey
Anyone who engages in online public discourse these
days, even on the most mainstream news sites, has become accustomed to an
ever-growing trend: People introducing conspiracy theories as if they were agreed-upon fact. The end of the
Obama presidency has done nothing to soften the absolute certainty of many
that he was “born in Kenya,” to name just one long-running, high-profile example.
Not long ago, such sentiments would’ve gotten the poster consigned to the same
looney bin reserved for UFO-abduction and Bigfoot obsessives. But now, in an
era when the concept of “fake news” has given many permission to dismiss any
reality that doesn’t fit their private world view, such out-there speculations have
hardened into “alternative facts” that fuel a paranoid sense of embattled alienation. It’s no great stretch to assume folks who’ve signed onto this notion might
develop — or already have — problems elsewhere in their lives. A worst-casescenario illustration can be found in Erik Nelson’s documentary A Gray State.
Grizzly Man producer Nelson (this film is executive produced by that film’s
helmer, Werner Herzog) weighs the disturbing recent saga of a charismatic military veteran with libertarian leanings who industriously sought to make a
“dystopian future reality movie” portraying America’s imminent conquest at the
hands of the “deep state” in service of the “New World Order.”
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It’s a sign of how little most
movies channel contemporary experience that the
manners and habits and attitudes of the age of Tinder
have remained a relatively
off-screen topic.
Jack Cutmore-Scott, who suggests a randier version of the young Greg
Kinnear, plays Harris, a sleazy-smart young L.A. Dickwad. He works
for an advertising agency, and when he’s not soaking up his time with
murder-fantasy video games he’s usually on a hook-up app. In movies,
the cad who discards women as quickly as he finds them is an old
trope (if Michael Caine’s Alfie had Tinder, he would have been this
dude). But what gives Bad Match its twinge of originality is the way
that Harris uses technology to seal himself inside an impenetrable bubble of solipsistic male coolness. Even on a date, where his opening
gambit is to predict what drink the girl he just met is going to order,
he’s staring at her through an imaginary computer screen.
Then he meets Riley (Lili Simmons), a willowy and confident 21-yearold student who seems just as avid in her gullibility as the others, until
she fastens onto Harris and won’t let go. She keeps texting, calling,
imploring. Is she stalking him? Or is the stalking in the eye of the beholder with the cold shoulder?

Murder on the Orient Express
Simran Hans
Kenneth Branagh’s film adaptation of Agatha Christie’s 1934
novel is a juicy fruitcake of a film
(or, perhaps more accurately, a
Belgian iced bun: a nostalgic
pleasure, goes down easy, irresistible on a Sunday afternoon).
Everyone’s favourite mustachioed detective, Hercule Poirot (Branagh himself), has decided to take a holiday to read Charles Dickens and enjoy three
days on the Orient Express “without care, concern or crime”. But, as we
know, no good deed goes unpunished, and a murder inevitably occurs on
board. Poirot sets about solving the delicious, chewy whodunnit, each of
the train’s curio passengers a potential suspect.
The ensemble cast comprises an enjoyable mix of actor’s actors (the brilliant Olivia Colman), British institutions (Derek Jacobi, Judi Dench) and Hollywood movie stars (Johnny Depp, Willem Dafoe and Penélope Cruz), with
Michelle Pfeiffer’s kittenish widow and Star Wars heroine Daisy Ridley’s
fiery, principled governess the best of a very good bunch. The whole thing
works especially well if you don’t remember the book’s original ending (or
Sidney Lumet’s 1974 film), though it’s not exactly spoiled if you do. Written
by Blade Runner: 2049 scribe Michael Green, it doesn’t try (and so can’t
fail) to reinvent Christie, though it does update her slightly, keeping the opulent colonial trappings but having characters call out the period’s racism.
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The Shah of Chicago

The Fault in Our Stars

Nate Rabe

John Green

When he gets out of jail for the seventh
time, Yaqub Shah aka Jack King—from
Chicago—vows never to go back again.
Fed up of running small-time scams for
other people, he convinces his law-abiding guardian, Uncle Jalal, that he wants
to sort out his life and return to Pakistan.
What he really has in mind is a blockbuster heroin deal—sourcing product
from the motherland, and supplying to
the Midwest in America—which will let
him retire as the ‘King of Chicago.’
Heading back to the place of a painful
past—his dear mother long gone and
an estranged father only interested in
his business empire—Jack is determined to stay no longer than necessary.
Pakistan, however, finds a way of getting under his skin—he falls in love
with the beautiful Afroz, who reminds him of the futility of running away
from home; he gets into a drunken scuffle with Mushtaq Gill, who happens
to be the head of the National Intelligence Agency; and when things really
start heating up, he must confront himself and the life he truly desires.
A thrilling caper, a hedonistic romp and a poignant homecoming story, it is
a high-octane, swashbuckling adventure.

Diagnosed with Stage IV
thyroid cancer at 12, Hazel
was prepared to die until, at
14, a medical miracle
shrunk the tumours in her
lungs, for now. Two years
post-miracle, sixteen-yearold Hazel is post-everything
else, too post-high school,
post-friends and post-normalcy. And even though
she could live for a long
time (whatever that means)
Hazel lives tethered to an
oxygen tank, the tumours
tenuously kept at bay with a
constant chemical assault. Enter Augustus Waters.
A match made at cancer kid support group, Augustus is gorgeous, in
remission, and shockingly, to her interested in Hazel. Being with Augustus is both an unexpected destination and a long-needed journey,
pushing Hazel to re-examine how sickness and health, life and death,
will define her and the legacy that everyone leaves behind.

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them
J.K. Rowling

Women Who Work: Rewriting the Rules for Success
Ivanka Trump
“Our grandmothers fought for the
right to work. Our mothers fought for
the choice to be in an office or stay
at home. Our generation is the first
to fully embrace and celebrate the
fact our lives are multidimensional.
Thanks to the women who came before us and paved the way, we can
create the lives we want to lead
which looks different for each of us.
I’ve been fortunate to be able to build
my career around my passions, from
real estate to fashion. But my professional titles only begin to describe
who I am and what I value. I am an
executive and an entrepreneur, but I
m also and just as importantly a wife,
mother, daughter and friend. To me,
work encompasses my efforts to succeed in all of these areas.
After appearing on The Apprentice years ago and receiving a flood of
letters from young women asking for guidance, I realized the need for
more female leaders to speak out publicly in order to change the way
society thinks and talks about women who work. So I created a forum
to do just that.
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It is a brand new edition of
this essential companion to
the Harry Potter stories, with
a new foreword from J.K.
Rowling, an irresistible new
jacket by Jonny Duddle and
line illustrations by Tomislav
Tomic.
An approved textbook at
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry since publication, Newt Scamander’s
masterpiece has entertained
wizarding families through
the generations. Fantastic
Beasts and Where to Find
Them is an indispensable introduction to the magical
beasts of the Wizarding World. In this comprehensively updated edition, eagle-eyed readers will spot a number of new beasts and an intriguing new author’s note. Scamander’s years of travel and research
have created a tome of unparalleled importance. Some of the beasts
will be familiar to readers of the Harry Potter books - the Hippogriff,
the Basilisk, the Hungarian Horntail. Others will surprise even the most
ardent amateur Magizoologist. Dip in to discover the curious habits of
magical beasts across five continents.
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Your View
Vegetable prices

Sugarcane export
SUGARCANE is an important cash crop of Pakistan. It is sown on a large area

VEGETABLE prices soared recently with toma-

of the country. A number of sugar mills have been established in the country.

toes being sold at Rs300 per kilo in some cities.

Also, some part of the sugarcane crop is used for making gur (brown sugar) in

Fruit is also out of reach of the common man.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

It is surprising that vegetables and fruit are

Sugarcane is a long duration crop compared to other cash crops grown in the

being imported from neighbouring countries.

country. Farmers require great skill and huge investment to grow this labour-in-

This is unacceptable and embarrassing for an

tensive and cost-oriented crop, and face a lot of problems including increase in

agricultural country like Pakistan.

the cost of inputs, labour and water.

The government has no policy and direction to

According to the Pakistan Sugar Mills Association, the area under sugarcane

increase agricultural yield. More and more agri-

has increased by about 30pc in the last seven years, while output has more

cultural land is being encroached upon by hous-

than doubled with the help of government subsidies for fertilisers and other aids.

ing societies in several cities.

The country produced seven million tonnes of sugar in the 2016-17 crushing

This has greatly reduced cultivable land. Cul-

season ending Sept 30, exceeding local demand of around 5m tonnes. Also,

tivable land has been reduced from 2.9 per cent

the association predicts this year’s crop at a record 8m tonnes.

in 1998 to 2.3pc at present, while the population

The government ensures sugar exports through quotas in an effort to ensure

has increased immensely.

sufficient local supplies. This year it has authorised 725,000 tonnes of shipment

The government must frame a clear policy to

so far, which will make Pakistan the world’s ninth largest exporter.

bring more land under cultivation. Effective irri-

However, the country has exported only about 350,000 tonnes. The traders esti-

gation schemes should be initiated and tube

mate current stockpiles at about 1m tonnes.

wells should be constructed to generate water

Pakistan had allowed an export subsidy in 2015-16, set at Rs13,000 per tonne

for cultivable lands.

for export of 650,000 tonnes of sugar. The industry has again demanded a simi-

Pakistan being an agricultural country should be

lar subsidy as mills are not in a position to export sugar at current international

an exporter of fruit and vegetables, not an im-

prices.

porter.
M. Sayyad Alam Khan

The sugarcane crushing season 2017-18 is fast approaching. However, the

Peshawar

sugar mills will not be in a position to pay farmers for new supplies, while large
stockpiles will stop domestic prices from rallying in the country.
The government should allow export of surplus sugar lying with the mills providing suitable subsidy. This will enable the mills to clear the outstanding dues of
farmers in respect of the previous crushing season, earn valuable foreign ex-

US gesture

change for the country and help mills to commence the coming sugarcane
crushing season on time.

Five former US presidents gathered to attend a
Khan Faraz
Peshawar

concert for raising funds for the recent hurricane
victims.
Their efforts (three Democrats and two Republicans) raised over $31m. I hope all our leaders
also demonstrate the unity and gather on one

FATA merger

platform to serve the nation.

THE Islamabad sit-in for FATA’s merger with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa by different

To begin with, they all must get together on De-

political parties has created a new turmoil for an already beleaguered govern-

cember 25 — Quaid-i-Azam’s birthday — and

ment. Whatever decision is taken regarding the future of FATA, it should be

enter the Quaid’s mausoleum with one bouquet

taken with utmost care. Any experimental or sentimental decision and political

with signatures to demonstrate unity and show

point-scoring can cause irreversible consequences, which FATA cannot bear.

the world that we are united. Similarly, on March

The solution or decision must ensure the guarantee of basic human rights and

23 and August 14, they all should get together

the implementation of development projects throughout FATA.

for flag hoisting and the national anthem.

Any vague stance can only deepen the problems of an already strife-torn region.

It is time our leaders showed unity in all ranks.

26

Safeer Ullah

Akber D. Vazir

Mohmand Agency

Karachi

November 16-30, 2017

Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Lowered vitality could affect your work. Get
involved in competitive sports. Friends will
appreciate your attention and playful nature.
Make amends if you can. Put your energy
into learning new skills or picking up valuable
information. Your lucky day this week will be
Tuesday.

It would be in your best interest to stay away
from any intimate involvement with a client or
coworker. Unpleasant situations concerning
family members will be unnerving. Don't be
too eager to spend what's left over; more unexpected expenses are evident. You need to
concentrate on your business ventures more
than on your relationship this week.

You should be getting into self-improvement
projects. If you can't trust someone, question
the connection. Abstain from getting involved with married individuals. Concern
yourself with legal matters and formulating
contracts rather than finalizing your objectives. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Be discreet and don't reveal any personal information. You might get behind if you spend
too much time debating senseless issues.
Authority figures may be less than accommodating if you have done something deceitful. Make alternate plans just in case you
need to make a career shift. Your lucky day
this week will be Tuesday.

You can become obsessed with detail and
must be sure to divide your time appropriately. You are best to avoid confrontations.
An older member of the family may need assistance. Help elders with their concerns.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Secret affairs may only cause complications
in your life. Investments will cost more than
you anticipated. You need to spend less time
daydreaming and more time accomplishing.
Look closely at motives and honesty in your
personal encounters. Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

People who try to persuade you to do things
their way will annoy you. Look out for those
wanting to push you into a disagreement.
You will have to put those you live with in
their place if they try to interfere with your
work. Family responsibilities are mounting.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Relatives may be less than easy to deal with.
Your emotional life may be up in the air if
your mate has been going through a change
of heart. Beware of individuals who are not
that reliable or well known to you. You may
want to try your hand at a little creative writing. Don't let your boss get the better of you.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Disharmony in your relationship may cause
minor ailments. Do not overspend on entertainment. You could find that children will be
a handful. Contracts will not be as lucrative
as you think. Make arrangements to spend
quality time together. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You need activity. Social events will be plentiful.
Put your energy into your work or moneymaking ventures rather than into your emotional life
this week. Set aside any decisions regarding
your personal life this week. Your lucky day this
week will be Monday.

Travel will be in your best interest regardless
of whether it is business or pleasure. You
can expect changes in your living arrangements. Family responsibilities are mounting.
Assist a relative or good friend by setting of
a budget for them. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.

You're in the mood to party. You may find it
difficult to communicate with someone at
work. Try not to let relatives or friends cause
any friction with your mate. You need time to
make things better. Your lucky day this week
will be Saturday.
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