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Shrinking frontiers of
internet freedom
Over the past decade, the issue of internet
freedom has been at the centre of a heated
international debate on how free the flow of information should be. Now comes a new report
from the US non-governmental organisation
Freedom House which says that freedom on
the internet is in steady decline.

Pg 06
Nasim Ahmed

Parties

PPP faces existential crisis at 50
The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) faces the
worst crisis of its life as it celebrated its
golden jubilee on December 5. Tainted by
corruption of its leaders, deviating from its
manifesto of the provision of basic rights to
the people of Pakistan and acting as a
“friendly opposition” to the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) have pushed it to
the brink of history’s dust bin.

Pg 10

Muhammad Ali

Roundup
Our guide to keeping you updated on
the latest news and reviews from
around the world.

Art and Culture. Film. Books.
Health. Science

Pg 22

Editor: Dr. Niloufer Mahdi

Cover Story

The Islamabad
Nasim Ahmed
dharna
Page 4

Index CUTTING

EDGE

Page 4

Agitation

Page 6

Cyberspace

Page 8

Page 10

Page 12

Page 14

Page 15

The Islamabad dharna

Shrinking frontiers of internet
freedom

Crime
Model Town massacre report

Parties
PPP faces existential crisis
at 50

Train Drain
Can the Metro revive a
derailed party?

Terrorism
Peshawar in the cross hairs
yet again

Politics
Intriguing developments in
Pakistan

Please send your letters to
weeklucuttingedge@gmail.com
or post to
“Your View”,
Treet Corporation Limited
2-H, Gulberg-II, Lahore

Readers are welcome to
write for the paper.
Please include
full name and address.

Page 16

Page 18

Page 20

Page 22

Page 26

Diplomacy
US-Pak searching for common
ground in Afghanistan

Education
Problems that won’t go away

Pakistan
Glimpses of the road ahead

Round Up
Books & movies, Health, Science

Your View
Letters to the editor from
our readers

Page 27 Governance
Random thoughts

Cutting Edge
Editor
Dr. Niloufer Mahdi
Layout Design
Rizwan Ahmad
Communication Manager
Usman Riaz
Correspondence: info@weeklycutting.com
Admin/Marketing
Muhammad Atique
Circulation Manager
Samsoon Masih
Ediorial Office:
Treet Corporation Limited
2-H, Gulberg-II, Lahore
Phone +92-42-35817141-47, Fax: +92-42-35817138
weeklycuttingedge@gmail.com
editor@weeklycuttingedge.com
info@weeklycuttingedge.com
Printed by Creative Vorks,
2nd Floor, Mudassar Center, Royal Park, Lahore
For subscription, please contact info@weeklycutting.com

December 16-31, 2017

Agitation

The Islamabad
dharna
Nasim Ahmed

The whole country has heaved a sigh of relief that the 22-day protest sitin Islamabad has come to an end. The protest was organized by a religious
political party, Tehreek Labbaik Ya Rasool Allah (TLYRAP) in support of
its demand for the resignation of law minister Zahid Hamid. For more than
two weeks, the twin cities were held hostage by a group of religious zealots
whose leader Allama Khadim Husain Rizvi has earned national notoriety
for his vitriolic speeches. Over more than two weeks of protest, Allama
Rizvi was unsparing in his unabashed attacks on every institution of the
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country, be it the government, the judiciary, the civil administration or the
media.
As a result of the Islamabad sit-in and its aftermath, many lives were
lost, over 300 injured and untold damage done to property across the
country. Under a six-point agreement, mediated by an army representative
between the government and the protesters, the controversial law minister
of the PML-N government has tendered his resignation, and the Tehreek
has given an assurance that it will not issue any kind of “fatwa” against
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him. Some analysts have described the agreement as an abject surrender
and a devastating blow to the legitimacy and moral standing of the government.
In hindsight, the whole episode was mishandled from the beginning.
The Tehreek activists were allowed to freely travel from Lahore all the way
to Rawalpindi. Had the authorities and law-enforcement agencies in Islamabad and Punjab done their jobs as soon as the relatively small groups
of TLYRAP supporters moved towards the capital, they could have been
diverted to another site or to the Parade Ground in Islamabad that is the
officially designated area for rallies and protests. For whatever reason, this
was not done and the protestors were allowed to occupy Faizabad, paralyzing life in Islamabad and Rawalpindi. What is more, after they gathered
at Faizabad, no attempt was made to stop their supporters from joining in
or to prevent in food and other supplies that were needed to sustain the
sit-in.
According to media reports, Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal tried to get
the help of ulema and mashaikh to negotiate a peaceful resolution with
the demonstrators, but in vain. There was disunity and confusion within
the government circles as to how to tackle the situation. Some reports said
that the government in Punjab was not wholly committed to an operation
against the protesters. It may be recalled in this connection that some time
back, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif himself had called on Law
Minister Zahid Hamid to resign. The Islamabad dharna exposed the PMLN as a house divided and in disarray. Lately, the ruling party has shown a
tendency to dither on issues of national importance.
It was only after the Islamabad High Court and the Supreme Court ordered the government to end the standoff that action was taken in a state
of confusion and without a sense of direction. The police crackdown failed
due to lack of proper planning. Later, the army was called out to restore
security in the federal capital. The government panicked and committed
one blunder after another. In an unprecedented move, all private TV channels were taken off air and social media platforms blocked. A clampdown
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on the media was widely condemned as it did not help the government
and fuelled rumour mongering in the country. The government was paralysed with fear, leading to debate and negotiation within institutions and, in
a state of panic, it surrendered completely to Allama Rizvi.
Initially, the military showed reluctance to intervene. The army leadership reportedly told Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi that troops may
be employed only as a last resort, pointing out that in its order the IHC had
directed the government not to use firearms during the clearance operation. General Bajwa was also quoted as advising the government to "identify and punish" those responsible for causing the chaotic situation. But
the government seemed to be unwilling to take responsibility for its own
actions. Surprisingly, Interior Minister Iqbal Ahsan refused to accept any
liability for the police crackdown, saying that he did not oversee the action
and that it was undertaken directly by the local administration and the police chief. This is strange as internal security is the direct responsibility of
the interior minister. Indeed, it is the job of the administration and the police
to ensure peace and they share much of the blame for not taking timely
preventive measures.
The protesters won the day by exploiting an emotional and religious
issue. But the initial ammunition was provided by the government which
unnecessarily tinkered with the oath regarding the finality of prophethood
in the Election Bill 2017. This was a serious blunder. The government also
blundered on the issue of the law minister’s resignation. The protest sit-in
could easily have been dispersed in the beginning had the law minister resigned earlier. The way the whole thing was handled has exposed the incompetence of the government and weakened the authority of the state.
The government’s abject surrender to the TLYRA has serious implications for the future. Every extremist group can now gather a few hundred
supporters and blackmail the government. The government showed cowardice and was scared from the very beginning, allowing a violent mob to
dictate policy. The religious extremists have snatched more political space
which they will use to their advantage in the coming days.
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Cyberspace

Shrinking frontiers
of internet freedom
Nasim Ahmed

Over the past decade, the issue of internet freedom has been at the centre
of a heated international debate on how free the flow of information should
be. Now comes a new report from the US non-governmental organisation
Freedom House which says that freedom on the internet is in steady decline.
The report for the year 2017, which was researched by the Digital
Rights Founda¬tion (DRF) and research analysts at the Freedom House,
assesses internet freedom in 65 countries, accounting for 87 per cent of
internet users worldwide. The report primarily focuses on developments
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that occurred between June 2016 and May 2017.
According to the report, propaganda, emotional manipulation, paid
trolls, automated bots and widespread surveillance are all strangling the
idealistic potential of the internet. It finds that more than 30 countries employ "opinion shapers" to spread government views. Also, an increasing
number of governments are resorting to blanket shutdowns of communications, especially on mobile phones. National and regional governments
are using cheap and convenient off-the-shelf tools for internet surveillance
against their political foes.
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For many people, freedom of the press or the internet is a subjective
term. The main question is: How do you define a free internet? That would
mean an internet without major government censorship, an internet where
the government does not block or filter internet content, anything related
to politics or human rights or social issues. Internet should also be free of
government surveillance and persecution of people who write online.
A representative of the Freedom House recently told Al Jazeera that
for the seventh consecutive year “our study showcases that freedom has
been in decline. This year in particular, that decline has been due to very
worrisome threats regarding government manipulation of social media”.
Governments do this through different means - through the use of paid
pro-government commentators, through computerised bots, through online
propaganda, through the spread of fake news and other methods.
According to the Freedom House report, a lot of people have been focusing on government manipulation lately, led by the Russian government,
of elections in the United States, but that is a global issue, much bigger
than what's been happening in Washington. It has been found that 18
countries around the world have seen manipulation around election time
over the past year alone.
Apart from that, researchers have identified several other trends that
are quite worrisome. One is that more and more governments are using
internet shutdowns around elections or around anti-government protests
to stifle dissent. There has also been a dramatic increase in the number
of people who are being attacked for just posting their anti-government
views online. The report says that in 30 countries out of 65 that were examined, someone was physically attacked, in some cases quite brutally,
just for writing on social media about their political beliefs. And in eight
countries people were killed for similar issues.
More and more governments are also using cyberattacks against their
critics. One reason for increased government crackdown on internet freedom is that more and more people are going online. Just a few years ago
only a small fraction of each government's population had access to the
internet, but now the internet has become how most people communicate,
how they conduct business, obtain education, and how they organise
themselves politically. And many governments have now taken notice, and
they fear the power of the internet.
As internet penetration has grown in each country, governments - particularly authoritarian governments - are trying to suppress people's free
speech and ability to organise. Eight years ago, it was countries like China,
Vietnam and Saudi Arabia that were some of the leaders when it came to
internet restrictions. But now we're seeing it in more and more countries,
in part because some of the tools that enable this repression are readily
available.
For example, when it comes to certain surveillance tools, there are
many companies - including many companies from the United States and
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from other Western countries - that sell surveillance tools to some of the
oppressive governments, who are then able to buy them in this very
loosely regulated international market. And then they're able to use them
for repression and to suppress critical voices, including online journalists
and other dissidents.
When it comes to online manipulation, a lot of governments now are actually learning from other countries, like China, how repression is done.
About 12 years ago, it was China who first started paying people to post
pro-government comments. In fact, it was through this emergence of the socalled 50-cent party, where people are paid 50 cents for posting each progovernment comment, that this trend caught on. Many governments,
including those in Asia, the Middle East and Latin America, have caught up
and they have learned and now have implemented within their own borders.
What is the state of internet freedom in Pakistan?
For the sixth year in a row, Pakistan was termed “not free” by the Freedom House in its Freedom on the Net report. In Pakistan, the report said
that mobile internet services were shut down for more than a year in the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) starting in June 2016. It went
on to say that the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, enacted in August
2016, introduced stronger censorship and surveillance powers with inadequate oversight.
Key findings of the report highlighted cases where a teenager was arrested for allegedly “liking” a blasphemous post on Facebook in September
2016, a court awarded the death penalty in a separate Facebook blasphemy case in June this year and five bloggers, known for criticising authorities and religious militancy, were abducted in January — one later said
that a government institution had detained and tortured him. It also added
that hackers stepped up attempts to target government critics and attacked
a major media website.
“Internet regulation by the government and prosecution with regard to
online speech has seen a marked increase,” said Nighat Dad, the executive director of DRF. “The coverage period of this report includes the electronic crimes act which criminalises a lot of online speech. There have
been detentions on the basis of online speech. There have also been internet shutdowns in more remote parts of the country which means that
marginalised populations have been denied access to the internet”.
The report said that Pakistan’s Internet Freedom Status for the year
2017 had in fact worsened from that in 2016 with the ranking of 18 out of
25 for Obstacles to Access for 2016, the bar sits at 19 for the year 2017;
and Violations of User Rights which sat at 31 out of 40 for the year 2016;
it’s now at 32. The overall ranking for Pakistan closes at 71 out of 100 (100
being the worst) for this year, two points down from last year’s ranking.
The report seeks to address failings of the state in protecting the rights of
citizens by compiling and analysing evidence that activists and citizens
concerned can use to push for greater democracy online as well as offline.
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Crime

Model Town
massacre report
Muhammad Hassan

The release of a judicial commission report on the killing of 14 people at
Minhajul Quran justifies the pretext of the Punjab government for not making it public for three years. The report does not name anybody explicitly
for the 2014 massacre at Lahore’s Model Town, but does not leave anything behind to draw a definite conclusion about the accused who were involved in it.
The report, compiled by Justice Baqar Najafi of the Lahore High Court
(LHC), points its finger at Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif in every
paragraph of its conclusion. It notes how the Inspector General of Police
(IGP) and the Lahore District Coordination Officer (DCO) were transferred
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ahead of the operation, which could not be possible without the complicity
of the Punjab government and the Pakistan government, headed by Chief
Minister Shahabaz Sharif and former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif respectively. It also proves the involvement of Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif, when the joining of the new IGP was delayed until the operation
had been completed.
The one-man commission, appointed on the request of the Punjab government, was not mandated to fix responsibility and identify the accused,
because the government did not want it. Its main objective was to buy time
and cover up the massacre. The commission completed its work by re-
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maining within its jurisdiction. It did not identify the chief minister or any
other accused by name, but provided clear-cut leads to him, when it said
police did for what it was sent for and all police officers, under a plan, remained tightlipped and wanted to hide the truth from the commission. It
also noted how the Intelligence Bureau (IB), under the civilian government,
falsely claimed that firing was first started by guards at Minhajul Quran.
On the other hand, the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) identified a junior
police officer, who fired at innocent people.
In its 132-page report, the commission deliberated on who had ordered
the use of force to disperse the protesters and whether Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif ordered the police to disengage and why it was not communicated to the force? It also noted that no legal opinion was sought from
the Punjab Advocate General (AG) before the operation was launched and
the Punjab police appeared to be withholding testimony or concealing evidence in an apparent attempt to build a case that they were only following
orders when they went on the offensive. The “motif of betrayal of law by
the police aimed to bury the truth speaks volumes of their highhandedness,” it notes. In his affidavit, Shahbaz Sharif said he had found out about
the incident at 9:30am on June 17, and gave orders to “disengage forthwith”. Dr. Tauqir Hussian Shah, the then-secretary to the chief minister, in
his affidavit said that the orders to disengage were conveyed to the law
minister and the home secretary and they had informed him that the situation would be normalised. However, neither the law minister nor the Punjab home secretary mentioned the disengagement orders in their written
statements, the commission points out. The then home secretary said,
“During the period, I also received a call from the secretary to the CM who
conveyed the CM’s concern regarding the ongoing standoff and said that
the matter should be resolved peacefully.” However, the commission observed, “While putting all the facts and circumstances in juxtaposition, it
has become crystal clear that the order of disengagement was not passed
at all, rather, the position taken by the Punjab CM appears to be an afterthought defence.”
The report says that Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah had chaired
a meeting on June 16, 2014, in which a decision was taken to use force to
remove encroachments and barriers at Minhajul Quran and Secretary to
CM, Dr. Tauqir Shah, consented on his behalf. “Admittedly, such a level of
offensive by the police by any stretch of imagination did not commensurate
with the level of resistance by unarmed PAT workers. No police official from
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top to bottom, whether actively participating in the operation or not, would
utter a single word about the person under whose command the police resorted to firing upon the PAT workers. Understandably, all were in unison
on withholding information from this tribunal,” it regretted.
The way the Punjab government resisted a Lahore High Court (LHC)
order to release the inquiry report proves its involvement in the massacre.
It had made its intensions clear from the outset when the police, under
strict control of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, refused to register a case.
PAT Chairman Dr. Tahirul Qadri had to stage a sit-in at Islamabad and a
case was registered on intervention by the then Army Chief General Raheel Sharif. As a tactic to divert the public attention from the incident and
gain time for the dust to settle, the Punjab government wrote to the LHC
to form a commission to probe the incident. The report could have been
more comprehensive had the PAT joined its proceedings.
Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has tried his best to save the
killers. He appointed former Punjab IG Mushtaq Sukhera as tax ombudsman as reward for the killings and sent abroad his personal secretary
Tuqeer Shah and other police officers, who were involved in the massacre.
People know that it is impossible to imagine that the chief minister had no
information of the police action. It is also beyond the imagination that a
junior police officer had ordered firing at the protesters on his own. He has
been sent abroad after the incident. It should also be investigated how a
policeman, accused of killing 14 people, had fled the country so easily. If
the chief minister and his team believe they are innocent, the best way to
prove it is to send the case to a military court, where former SP Salman
Ali would have to tell the truth about receiving the firing orders to save his
own skin. However, it cannot happen in the government of Shahbaz Sharif.
If investigated in the light of the judicial commission report, the case
will prove to be more dangerous for the Sharif family than the Panama
case. Nobody expected anything serious for the Sharifs in the Panama
case. The Model Town case has more serious consequences. It has
reached a stage where it will be difficult for the family to contain it. According to sources, three high-ranking police officers, who took part in the massacre, contacted the PAT and offered to become approvers, if they were
granted clemency. It appears more accused will be included in the case in
the light of the report. Calls for a fresh and independent probe and resignation of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif and Law Minister Rana Sanaullah
will grow. Another sit-in at Lahore will prove to be a last straw.
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Parties

PPP faces existential
crisis at 50
Muhammad Ali

The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) faces the worst crisis of its life as it celebrated its golden jubilee on December 5. Tainted by corruption of its leaders, deviating from its manifesto of the provision of basic rights to the
people of Pakistan and acting as a “friendly opposition” to the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) have pushed it to the brink of history’s
dust bin.
The oldest party of Pakistan has already been wiped out from the Punjab in the last election and was confined to rural areas of its home province,
where it faces a tough contest from an alliance of 23 political parties under
the umbrella of the Pakistan Awami Itehad (PAI), led by former President
Pervez Musharraf. In urban areas, it has remote chances of any success
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against a possible alliance of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and
the Pakistan Sarzameen Party (PSP) and the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI). It may not be able to form the government in Sindh in the next election. If it wins more than five seats in the Punjab, it will be a huge achievement.
Addressing a golden jubilee function at a public meeting in Islamabad,
PPP Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto Zardari promised his party would restore
the state’s writ after coming to power in the next election. Citing a sit-in of
religious parties in the capital, he said the PPP would not let society move
towards extremism. He said he would advance former Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s legacy, who had founded the party on November 30,
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1967, to make Pakistan a true social- democratic state. His father and former President Asif Ali Zardari said his party had saved former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s government twice but would not help him again. He
also expressed his optimism that the party would come to power through
the power of the vote again in the 2018 election. His high hopes come at
a time when there are reports of reopening of corruption and other cases
against him and his sister, Faryal Talpur. It is said the PPP leadership contacted the establishment indirectly for reprieve to them but it was informed
that the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) is an independent organization and no hindrance will be created or tolerated if it opens cases
against corrupt politicians under its new chairman.
There were reports of former Sindh Minister Sharjeel Memon turning
an approver against former President Asif Zardari when he returned to
Pakistan to face Rs6b corruption cases against him a few months ago.
The PPP government is supporting him and he appears to be satisfied with
his legal defence, but he still can turn hostile when he will find himself in
trouble. A confessional statement of Lyari gang war criminal Uzair Baloch
before a judicial magistrate could also land the widower of the slain Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto in trouble. In his confessional statement, Baloch
said that he had forcibly vacated 30 to 40 bungalows and apartments near
Bilawal House in Karachi for him. He also helped Zardari and his close
aide Awais Muzaffar Tappi in occupying 14 sugar mills in Sindh. In his
shocking revelations, he said the bounty on his head and criminal cases
against him had been dropped after the intervention of Asif Zardari and
his sister. In another shocking disclosure, he said he had leaked “sensitive
information” to foreign agencies. He also admitted his role in the appointment of Saeed Baloch and Nisar Morai in the Fishermen Cooperative Society, which paid Rs2 million extortion to him monthly. He used his political
connections for the appointment of police officers who helped him in his
criminal activities. He said he would use former Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza, Qadir Patel and Yousuf Baloch for the appointment of his
choice police officers.
The National Accountability Bureau (NAB), under its new chairman,
has started investigations against the accused, who were named in the
Panama leaks, hold Swiss accounts, purchased properties in the UAE and
the UK, including the Surrey Palace. According to sources, investigations
against three Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) ministers are in
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the final stages and they could be arrested in a few weeks. Asif Zardari
and other PPP leaders have already started feeling the heat. Allegations
of corruption and siding with the PML-N have brought the party to the brink.
However, he is still not willing to hand over the command to his son, who
is fresh in politics and has a clean image, despite being inexperienced and
unaware of the ground realities in Pakistan. Almost all top leaders of the
party in the Punjab have joined the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) in the
last few years and many more are ready to defect to Imran Khan’s party
before the next election. It appears the PPP will not even be able to find
candidates in the Punjab for the next election because of its policy of being
a toothless opposition and acting as a B-team to the government. Several
parliamentarians, who failed to win assembly seats in the last general election, accused the party leadership of ignoring them due to their failure in
the elections while they faced alleged victimization at the hands of the ruling party in the province.
Besides internal rifts, the party faces the biggest challenge to its existence from the PTI. Instead of the PPP, the PTI is seriously challenging
the MQM in Karachi and the PML-N in the Punjab. The last few years saw
a steep rise in the popularity of the PTI for highlighting the failures of the
PPP government in Sindh and the PML-N governments at the Centre and
the Punjab. The PPP launched Bilawal Bhutto Zardari to revive its fortunes
after a heavy drubbing in the last general election. He started his campaign
with fiery speeches and bitter criticism of the MQM and the PML-N. However, he failed to click because his party had made a bad bargain to support former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in exchange for his backing for
PPP governments in the Sindh, Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan assemblies.
The PPP faces the toughest time of its history as the PTI threatens to
eliminate it in many areas, even its strongholds in interior Sindh and south
Punjab. Its survival becomes even more difficult as Sindh still remains one
of the most poorly governed provinces of Pakistan after the worst governance of its last government at the Centre and Sindh. At 50, the party appears to have completed its lifespan and utility. Three generations have
passed since its creation. Allegations of corruption and bad governance
will adhere even if a new and clean leadership takes it over. Three more
generations are needed for its revival when its slate will be cleansed, always assuming that the party undertakes a serious exercise in self reform.
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Train Drain

Can the Metro revive
a derailed party?
Muhammad Zain

Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has greeted the whole nation after
the Supreme Court of Pakistan allowed the Punjab government to continue
work on the Orange Line Metro Train project in Lahore, which had been
halted by the Lahore High Court near 11 heritage sites. With the future of
the ruling party being uncertain, the future of the project still hangs in the
balance.
Being touted as “another feather” in the cap of the ruling party, the
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Rs200b project, being built with a Chinese loan with a markup of 3pc, will
be a new addition to a long list of loss-making institutions of Pakistan. The
next government will have to withdraw the subsidy to make the project
feasible. Pakistan has already a number of institutions which make losses
worth billions of rupees. They include the Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA), Pakistan Steels Mills and Pakistan Railways, which devour Rs500b
annually. Over Rs16 billion subsidy on the train project every year will over-
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burden the national exchequer. The Punjab government is already providing a Rs1.8b billion annual subsidy on the Lahore metro bus service.
Launched at a cost of Rs30 billion (critics say it cost Rs70b) on a 27-kilometre-long route, the bus service is causing a daily loss of approximately
Rs5 million to the government while the Turkish company operating the
buses has almost recovered its cost within a year, according to figures by
the Metro Bus Authority. A passenger pays Rs20 for one-way travel while
the government has to pay a subsidy of Rs40.
Besides, the government is providing a Rs2b subsidy annually on the
Islamabad metro bus. According to the subsidy sharing formula, — calculated on the basis of ridership and length of track by the Punjab Metro Bus
Authority (PMBA) — the Centre pays Rs1.2 billion and the Punjab Rs0.8
billion annually to keep the bus service running. Of the total length of the
metro corridor, 8.5km falls in Rawalpindi and 13.9km in Islamabad. It cost
the nation Rs44.2 billion. The total annual subsidy on the metro projects
is over Rs20b. Besides, the government will have to pay a hefty markup
on the loan for the train project.
The biggest flaw in the train project was that its details were kept secret
from the public by the ruling party. First, the Punjab government said it was
part of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Later, it said it was
a gift from China to the people of Pakistan. Calling the loan a gift, with
about 3pc markup, was a cruel joke on the people. The loan is very costly,
considering recession in the world and loans offered by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WB) at much lower rates. In
2006, the interest rate on the original loan for an underground train project,
negotiated with the WB, was 0.3pc. But and the PML-N government
scrapped the underground project, planned by the then Punjab Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi, and took a new loan at a hefty interest rate.
The Supreme Court has set harsh conditions for the Punjab government to carry on work on the project, which will be difficult to meet, if monitored strictly. Under the conditions, the government will have to make
arrangements to ensure the monuments remain stable and undamaged
in all respects during the execution of the project, as specified by the
Housing Industry Association (HIA), and study of control of vibration,
noise and foundation. “In case, it is found that vibration levels at any stage
of the construction or operation are exceeding safe limits, construction
work/operation shall immediately be discontinued and remedial action
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shall be taken to ensure that such levels are brought down to acceptable
limits,” the court ruled. It also ordered the presence of technical experts
at the sites during the construction phase. An independent and experienced conservation engineer shall be appointed to monitor the project,
both during the construction and operation phases. On completion of the
project, the train shall be operated on an experimental basis for at least
two weeks on the entire length of the route and vibration levels shall be
monitored to ensure that they are within the acceptable limits. Commercial
operation will not commence unless written clearance is given by experts,
confirming that vibration levels have consistently been found to be within
acceptable limits. The speed of the train shall be reduced near the monuments and modern vibration measuring equipment will permanently be
installed at suitable places near the heritage sites. Special teams of experts will periodically inspect the historical places to detect any damage
or deterioration. Proper records and logbooks will be maintained for the
purpose. All future projects which directly, indirectly and incidentally involve heritage sites will be widely publicized through the print and electronic media at least six months before the proposed date of
commencement of the project and public hearings shall be conducted to
hear objections. For all future projects, NOCs, licences, approval and permissions, as required by law, shall be obtained before work on the project
site is commenced.
According to the Punjab government, the train project will wipe out opposition parties in the 2018 general election, because 300,000 passengers
would use it daily. The ruling party wants to complete it at the earliest.
Building motorways, roads and bridges is the vision of development of the
ruling party. Many people of Lahore also buy it. For them, these are the
epitomes of development and progress, while education, health and a fair
justice system form the basis of development in civilized countries. The
project will also open a window of opportunity to opposition parties to cash
in on popular sentiment as it would affect businesses and houses of about
25pc of the population of Lahore. Even if completed, Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif could not be able to inaugurate it because of the Hudaibiya
Paper Mills money laundering case and the Model Town massacre case.
It is said there will be a stampede in the ruling party and the federal and
Punjab governments may collapse in three months and the train project
will not be able to revive a derailed party.
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Terrorism

Peshawar in the cross
hairs yet again
Raza Khan
Terrorists struck Peshawar, the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
province yet again when they killed nine students and others after three
suicide attackers swarmed the Agriculture Directorate Training Institute on
the University Road. The terrorists made the attack on the holy Muslim festival of Eid Milad un Nabi, the birthday of Prophet Muhammad (SAW). The
casualties in the attack remained low because of two factors. First, most of
the students had gone to their homes due to the long weekend. Secondly,
the valiant efforts by the KP police officials, who immediately reached the
spot and engaged the terrorists in a gun battle and prevented the terrorists
from inflicting heavy damage. It may be mentioned that the responsibility
of the attack was accepted by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).
The context of the attack on the Agriculture Training Institute raises
many questions. An important question is that whether the terrorists really
wanted to kill students and as many of them as possible? Apparently that
does not seem to be the case because of the small number of students
present at the hostel at the time. The terrorists could have struck earlier
when a larger number of students normally were present but due to stringent security measures by the KP government and police they could not
give practical shape to their nefarious designs. Therefore, they struck the
educational institute on the day when the security apparatus was concentrating on protecting rallies and meetings in connection with Eid Milad un
Nabi in the city. Terrorists thought that although the number of students was
small at the hostel facility, still by killing at least a couple of dozen they would
send shock waves of fear and terror across the country. However, the calculations of the TTP terrorists were proven wrong by the valiant efforts of
KP police whose officials reacted expeditiously to challenge the terrorists
and deny them time and space to kill the students.
The writer is familiar with the place where the terrorist strike was made
and, coincidently, he was very close to the locale at the time of the strike.
Although the mainstream media has not pointed to that aspect of the intention of the terrorists, but they could have thought of attaching the nearby
female nursing hostel of the Khyber Teaching Hospital and then staging a
ghastly act of killing female nurses. Had this happened, it would have been
as loathsome and devastating an attack as the December 2014 terrorist attack on the Army Public School, Peshawar. The investigating agencies
must also probe the incident from this standpoint which could give them
better understanding of the terrorists’ intentions and could lead to more vibrant security measures. Had the terrorists been able to enter the women’s
nursing hostel located almost next to the Agriculture Training Institute and
had killed even a few nurses this would have demoralized thousands of
nurses across Pakistan. This, in turn, could have adversely affected the
functioning of the health centres in the whole of Pakistan. The TTP terrorist
would have justified the attack and killing of nurses on the pretext that they
were working alongside men, which is forbidden by Shariah. From this line
of argument the terrorists would have liked to get multiple advantages that
of rationalizing their ghastly acts, sending ripples of fear across Pakistan in
the female population, especially professional women.
It is important to note that the TTP has been experiencing wear and tear
or factionalism since long. This has had seriously undercut the capacity of
the group to stage large-scale terrorist attacks in the country. It may be
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mentioned that after the emergence of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria
(ISIS) subsequently renamed Islamic State (IS) and founding of its Khorasan or South Asia branch in late 2014, important TTP militant commanders including its spokesman, Shahidullah Shahid, and five regional emirs:
Hafiz Dolat Khan from Kurram, Hafiz Saeed Khan from Orakzai, Maulana
Gul Zaman from Khyber, Mufti Hassan Swati from Peshawar, and Khalid
Mansoor from Hangu had left the TTP and joined the IS based in
Afghanistan.
The recent attack on the Agriculture Training Institute could also be
looked into against the backdrop of the threat of the TTP to strike educational institutions given early last year. The failure of the TTP to give a practical shape to its worrisome threat to attack educational institutions,
particularly universities, in January, 2016, after it launched the deadly attack
on Bacha Khan University in Charsadda also shows the weakness of the
group. The threat to attack more educational institutions was aired by then
an unknown Taliban commander, referred to as Umar Mansour by media
channels, in a long video posted on social media soon after attack on the
Bacha Khan University. In the video, Khalifa Umar Mansoor had said that
the attack was just the start. The logic of attacking more educational institutions, according to Mansour, is to hit the "evil democratic" system at its
base. He explained the rationality of attacking educational institutions by
arguing that Pakistan's educational institutions provide the future workforce
for the military and the government - all of which work against the "will of
God". He had further argued: “Pakistan's evil democratic system, its military
and political leadership have these educational institutions as their nurseries. . . We have decided to target schools, colleges and universities from
now on. We will demolish the foundation of this evil system." In fact, this
threat was made out of frustration and showed the weakness of the TTP in
having to attack soft targets. Noticeably, Mansour was recently killed in a
US drone strike in Afghanistan and the attack on the Agriculture Training
Institute, owned by the TTP, could be an effort by the group to show that it
still had the capability of striking and giving practical shape to the threats
issued by its commanders, irrespective of the killing of the commander(s),
who gave the threat.
It is important to note that the IS has been facing successive defeats in
its heartland Iraq and Syria at the hands of national and international security forces and the group has also been coming under constant air strikes
from the US in Afghanistan. In this context the TTP might have thought that
it was the most opportune time to make a comeback. In order to demonstrate that it is back in business it has to stage significant attacks like the
one it tried in Peshawar. There is no denying the fact that the TTP leadership is in Afghanistan and even Kabul admits to this. Pakistan agencies
also reveal that the Peshawar attackers were in constant contact with their
handlers in Afghanistan. Thus, it cannot be emphasized enough that
Afghanistan, which has been blaming Pakistan for supporting the Taliban,
instead of making up for its own incapacities and incompetence, could be
behind the terrorist attacks in Pakistan, to give Pakistan a “taste of its own
medicine,” as it were. In this connection, Pakistan’s revisiting of its Afghan
policy, including more stringent measures to manage the border and sending back Afghan refugees, must be a priority.
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Politics

Intriguing developments
in Pakistan
Faheem Amir
Many intriguing and important developments are occurring in Pakistan. The
Punjab government has made the Ali Baqar Najafi report public after the High
Court’s orders. The PAT’s chief Allama Tahir ul Qadri has demanded that all
the culprits mentioned in the report like CM Shehbaz Sharif, Law Minister Rana
Sanaullah and other officers should be arrested and punished. Interestingly,
almost all the leaders of the main political parties like the PPP, the PTI, the
PML-Q, the PSP, etc., have met Allama Tahir ul Qadri and offered their support
against the PML-N government in the Punjab and Centre.
According to the news reports, after getting support from the various political
parties, the PATchief Allama Tahirul Qadri has finalised formation of a “joint opposition alliance” to launch a “decisive”s movement against the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government.
"Highly credible sources told Daily Express on Sunday that formation of
the alliance will formally be announced soon. The key demands of the alliance
will include immediate dissolution of the national and provincial assemblies, instant arrest and trial of Punjab Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Law Minister
Rana Sanaullah and others allegedly involved in the Model Town tragedy. The
incident in 2014 left 14 dead and many injured at the hands of the Punjab police, all members of the PAT. The alliance is likely to demand establishment of
an interim government in consultation with the opposition parties, leading to
early elections in the country. According to sources, the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid (PMLQ), Awami Muslim League (AML) and Pak Sarzameen Party (PSP) have
agreed to join the alliance. Meanwhile, the Qadri-led PAT is also in touch with
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) and Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P)
among other parties in this regard. The united front would pressurise the PMLN to dissolve its governments in the federation, Punjab and Balochistan, said
the sources, adding that the PPP will dissolve its government in Sindh and PTI
in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) soon after achieving this goal.
However, if the ruling party did not accept the demands, protests will be
launched across the country including one in front of the Parliament House in
the federal capital. The opposition parties can also use the option of resignation
of their lawmakers in consultation with each other. Meanwhile, the PPP is in
contact with the ruling party and trying to convince the PML-N leadership for
holding early elections through dialogue, the sources also said.
The PML-N has been conveyed a message that the governments should
be dissolved for the sake of the “continuity of democracy” and the PPP will not
become a part of any anti-government protest movement if the ruling party
agrees to resolve the issue at the negotiation table. Highly-placed sources in
the PML-N said the party is seriously considering the PPP message at the
highest level, adding that the ruling party has forwarded a “secret message” to
Zardari’s party that it must support the delimitation bill in the Senate before the
League leadership can consider talks on early elections... The PML-N leadership may resort to choose the option of early polls in a bid to prevent formation
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of a “national or technocratic government”, said the sources.
Then, five PML-N lawmakers have announced their resignations from public office during a Khatm-i-Nabuwwat conference organised by Pir Sialvi in
Faisalabad on 10 December. The lawmakers belonging to Punjab's Jhang,
Chiniot, Faisalabad and Sargodha districts, include MNAs Dr. Nisar Ahmad
Jutt and Ghulam Bibi Bharwana; Punjab MPAs Maulana Rehmatullah, Nizamud-Din Sialvi — Pir Hameeduddin Sialvi's son — and Khan Muhammad
Baloch. They said they would step down from their positions in the assemblies
due to government inaction against Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah. The
Punjab law minister came under fire from various quarters for his remarks regarding the status of Ahmadis in the country in a TV show, which he said, had
been “distorted and twisted by some rivals to take political advantage”.
Then, a south Punjab bloc has also emerged in the PML-N which shows
that the party is also facing a grave threat of break up and division. Nawaz
Sharif’s case in the NAB court has also taken a very interesting turn when
copies of cheques worth millions signed by the ousted PM written to his daughter were presented by a witness.
So, the PML-N and Sharif family have received three simultaneous blows
which will affect the party and Sharif dynasty very badly in the coming days.
The PML-N is about to lose its power in the Punjab, the political safe haven of
the Sharif family , after the Ali Baqar Najafi report's publication.
Pages 74-75 of the report say: “The facts and circumstances of the bloodbath clearly show that police officers actively participated in the massacre. The
apathy and recklessness OF ALL AUTHORITIES in Punjab (emphasis added)
created the genuine doubt about their innocence…”
This report, along with the pending Hudaibiya case, has started pounding
at the foundations of the Sharif empire. The PPP’s Asif Zardari has also abandoned the Sharifs by announcing his support to the PAT. Zardari is demanding
and interim set-up. This is what Imran Khan has been demanding. It is very interesting that the PTI and the PPP are, now, on the same page regarding and
interim set-up in the country.
With these developments and the NAB cases against Nawaz and family
and the Hudaibiya case moving forward, it is becoming clear that Sharifs will
lose control in Islamabad and in Lahore sooner than expected.
Many political analysts are of the view that with the PAT's
expected movement against the PML-N and Zardari's demand for early
polls, it looks "a far cry that Nawaz will succeed to drag on until the March Senate polls. The key question would be who heads the interim government and
whether Abbasi, Zardari and Imran Khan agree on the names. Apparently they
are moving closer and pushed by the events, may agree on some names obviously suggested by the establishment. Many names are already in the market. Then it would be for the higher courts to determine for how long that set-up
should continue. A positive aspect of this whole scenario would be completion
of the accountability process, not for the Sharifs alone but across the board".
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Diplomacy

US-Pak searching for
common ground
in Afghanistan
Raza Khan

During the recent visit of US Secretary of Defence, James Mattis, to Pakistan both Washington and Islamabad vowed to search for “common
ground” for cooperation in the war in Afghanistan. If the search for common
ground is made in earnest by both the states there could not only be significant strides towards restoring peace in Afghanistan, but also marked
improvement in the bilateral relations of the US and Pakistan. The most
important outcome of Mattis’ recent visit to Pakistan was that the latter
agreed that it would look into the issue that some miscreants have been
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using Pakistan’s territory in the garb of Afghan refugees to create unrest
in Afghanistan. This is a clear allusion to the Afghan Haqqani Network,
which Washington blames for attacks on its forces and Afghan military and
police in Afghanistan. Afghanistan since long has charged Pakistan for
material support to the Taliban and the Haqqani Network, both waging an
insurgency in Afghanistan.
On the other hand, during Mattis’ visit the US agreed to look into the
legitimate concerns of Islamabad including India’s growing footprint in

December 16-31, 2017

Afghanistan. This is also an important step forward to improve relations
between Washington and Islamabad, at least in the context of Afghanistan
conflict. Otherwise, the US has established deep multidimensional relations with Pakistan’s arch-rival India. The fact of the matter is that due to
forging strong bilateral ties the US also erroneously ignored Pakistan concerns regarding India’s anti-Pakistan role in Afghanistan. After realizing
Pakistan has legitimate concerns and interests which are compromised
by the growing presence and role of New Delhi in Afghanistan, Washington
has tried to assuage Pakistan’s fears. This is, indeed, welcome. Pakistan’s
concerns regarding India’s undue role in Afghanistan is more than justified
because Afghanistan is a next door neighbour of Pakistan while it is located far away from India. Therefore, the latter’s pronounced presence in
Afghanistan does not serve any purpose but to create problems for Islamabad. India’s has only one legitimate justification for having a significant
presence in Afghanistan, that is economic relations between the two countries. But New Delhi could not realize, or does not want to, that IndiaAfghanistan trade could only be possible when Pakistan agrees to this.
Pakistan in turn could acquiesce to the intra-regional and inter-regional
economic integration between South and Central Asia when it has solid
guarantees that its physical security interests would not get compromised
by doing so. Pakistan could be given a guarantee only by India that it would
not use Afghan soil to create problems for Pakistan, which India has done
traditionally and has been doing since the ouster of the pro-Pakistan Taliban regime in late 2001, by the US-led NATO forces.
Reportedly, during his sojourn in Islamabad, Mattis’ tone was not as
harsh as the language which earlier Rex Tillerson used during his last visit
to Pakistan or, for that matter, the language which President Donald Trump
has employed since taking office in January this year. This means that, ultimately, Washington has realized the importance of Pakistan in the region
especially for stabilizing Afghanistan and, therefore, it means business
with Pakistan. This is a positive development, because an amicable solution to the conflict in Afghanistan lies in engaging Pakistan instead of marginalizing it. Islamabad has played a significant role in the US-led NATO
war on terror in the region, including in Afghanistan. But mistakenly on the
behest of India, thanks to the hawkish diplomacy of its diplomats, Washington was led to believe that by marginalizing Pakistan, positive results
could be achieved in Afghanistan. This strategy, which obviously has been
miscalculated, has not worked. This situation suggests that Washington
has, at least partially, revisited its strategy of taking a very tough line regarding Pakistan. This has given immediate results as is evident from Pakistan’s promise to look for any miscreants on its soil creating unrest in
Afghanistan.
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Indications of improvement in the soured relations between the US and
Pakistan could be observed a couple of months back after Pakistani state
forces successfully recovered an American female hostage, her Canadian
husband and their three children, born during a four-year long captivity in
Afghanistan. The hostages were recovered in Kohat district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, as the unknown group shifted them to Pakistan and intelligence were shared by US authorities with Pakistan. Though the recovery
of US and Canadian hostages is an isolated incident, but its impact on the
US-Pakistan relationship has been quite strong. This shows the complex
and delicate nature of relations between the two countries.
The timing of the incident of the captives’ recovery by Pakistani state
forces from their Afghan hostage-takers is extremely important. The incident took place soon after President Donald Trump unveiled his new policy
for South Asia and Af-Pak. Under the newly announced policy, President
Trump’s administration has been considering imposing specific sanctions
on Pakistan and withdrawing from Islamabad the non-NATO ally of Washington status. Reports have also been making the rounds that the US may
also declare Pakistan a state sponsoring terrorism. The Trump administration has so far not acted on any of these policy decisions. While declaring Pakistan a state sponsoring terrorism is quite unlikely, Washington
could impose specific sanctions on Pakistan and withdraw the non-NATO
ally status.
A couple of months back, we forecasted in these lines that the recovery
of US and Canadian captives may force President Trump, Secretary Defense James Mattis and other American leaders to revisit their policy. We
analyzed that at least the effective operation by Pakistani security forces
to recover the US and Canadian nationals made captive by an unknown
Afghan militant group, has triggered a debate inside the US policy institutions causing them to reconsider the notion that Pakistan is too important
an ally to be abandoned. The upshot of the renewed debate in the US regarding the role of Pakistan in the global war on terror could both be positive and negative. Prima facie the role of Pakistani authorities in the safe
recovery of Western hostages would bring positive signals and perhaps
measures from Washington. This seems to have happened as mentioned
above.
US-Pakistan ties have weathered the test and travails of time and circumstances. There have been ups and downs in the US-Pakistan ties but
the relationship has never broken down and probably will not in the future.
However, it would be a fundamental mistake by both the states to limit their
decades-long relationship to cooperation in the global war on terror and
Afghanistan. There are other avenues and vistas of cooperation and understanding, that must be explored
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Education

Problems that
won’t go away
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar
Government High School, Chak No. 330/HR, is a typical example of the
problems the education sector is facing in the country, currently. Physically,
there are only three teachers imparting education to almost 250 students
of all 10 classes and ‘Katchi’ (pre-one) class. On paper, six teachers are
serving in the school, but physically the school had never seen them there
together. Two of them had themselves attached to two new schools near
their hometowns, as Chak-No-330 high school is situated far away from
Bahawalnagar city. The third one, belonging to Dunga Bunga area of tehsil
Bahawalnagar, visits the school only for one day in the beginning of each
month, only to collect his salary. Being situated deep in Cholistan desert,
the school is seldom visited by the education authorities to see for themselves if it is working or not.
The school did get a boundary wall when it was upgraded as a high
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school about 12 years back. But various parts of the wall caved in during
the next years due to various reasons including rains. Two latrines were
also constructed, but without provision of water. Drinking water facility is
provided by a hand pump.
The acting headmaster, who does not want to be named, says no funds
have ever been provided either by the Education Department or the district
government for provision of missing facilities. However, authorities at the
Centre claim the subject of education has been devolved to the provincial
governments in the wake of the 18th Amendment. And now, the responsibility of adequate spending on education lies with the provincial government, it is stated. On their part, the provincial governments have passed
on the responsibility to the district governments, after the district government system installation in the provinces last year.
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According to Article 25-A of the Constitution of Pakistan, the provincial
governments are bound to provide free and compulsory education to all
children between the ages 5-16 years. But regrettably, almost all provincial
governments have been allocating a meagre budget - only 2% of the GDP
- to education since the last several years.
For fiscal year 2016-2017, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP) has been the
only province that has increased the share of education in its total provincial budget, making it the province with highest education budget allocation
for the second consecutive year. Out of the total 505 billion rupees worth
of provincial budget, the KP government has earmarked Rs. 143 billion for
education – 28 per cent of the total budget compared with 24.6 per cent in
fiscal year 2015-16. The province allocated 17 per cent of the education
budget for development, which is 1.3 per cent less than the last year’s allocation.
According to official data, Sindh allocated 20 per cent of its total budget
(Rs. 176 billion out of a total of Rs. 869 billion budget), followed by Punjab
with 19 per cent budget allocated for education (Rs. 313 billion out of Rs.
1,681 billion). The allocations in both these provinces have slightly decreased from the previous year – 20% in Sindh and 19.8% in Punjab, respectively. Sindh saw an increase in the development budget from 8.8 per
cent last year to 10 per cent in fiscal year 2016-17.
The education authorities claim Punjab has taken a step in the right direction by increasing its development budget from 15.3 per cent of the education budget to 20.1 per cent, the major development initiatives including
provisions of missing facilities, reconstruction of dangerous school buildings as well as provisions of IT labs and information communication technologies.
In Balochistan, however, the share of the education budget has substantially decreased. After six consecutive years of increasing the education budget from 10 per cent in 2010-11 to 20 per cent in 2015-16, the
government drastically slashed the allocation to 17 per cent (Rs. 49 billion
out of Rs. 289 billion) in 2016-17.
As far as education development allocations are concerned, Balochistan again lags behind with a considerable decrease from 20.7 per cent last
year to 13 per cent in the current year.
The recurrent education budget entails the budget allocated for ongoing
expenses that occur on a daily basis. Also called the operational budget,
this budget includes two types of expenses, i.e. salary and non-salary (utilities, taxes etc.).
In Pakistan, all provinces earmark a major portion of the education
budget for recurrent expenses. Amongst the provinces, the highest share
of the recurrent budget had been recorded for Sindh, i.e. 91%, for the year
2016-2017.
Punjab followed with an 85% per cent share for the recurrent budget;
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whereas Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan were recorded to have allocated 81% and 79%, respectively, in 2016-2017. A similar trend was followed for the current year’s allocations with Sindh allocating as much as
90 per cent, followed by Balochistan with 87 per cent, KP with 83 per cent,
and Punjab apportioning a little under 80 per cent recurrent expenses.
Keeping in mind the importance of the non-salary budget for operational expenses in schools, the allotted budget for the purpose has been
quite low. The trend was similar for the non- salary budget in 2015-2016
with the highest share, in Sindh i.e. 23% of the recurrent budget; Balochistan followed with a 15% share where as Punjab and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
earmarked 14% and 9%, respectively, of their recurrent budget for nonsalary expenditures.
It is encouraging to see Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa apportion a significant
amount of the recurrent budget for non-salary, from Rs. 8 billion in 201516 to Rs. 14 billion in 2016-17 so as to ensure quality education services
for students. The spending on all other provinces, however, is still tilted
grossly in the favour of salary expenses. In Balochistan, the non-salary
budget has been reduced by nine per cent compared with the previous
year, the salary budget constituting 88 per cent of the total recurrent budget
in the province.
Given the challenges related with lack of infrastructure, maintenance
and learning materials in classrooms, in Pakistan, especially when it
comes to the education system, it is imperative that each of the four
provinces allocate a higher percentage of their budgets for development
purposes as well as non-salary operational costs.
It is not surprising that Pakistan has failed to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) of universal primary education and gender
equality (MDGs 2 and 3). The state of affairs of most schools in the country
is not much different from that of the Government High School, 330/HR.
That’s why, the country still has about 24 million children, aged 5-16, out
of school, of which 13.7 million (55%) are girls. Net enrolment rate at primary level is a meagre 64% with merely 23% girls enrolled at the secondary level.
In fact, the education problem in Pakistan is multifaceted with scores
of issues contributing to these appalling numbers, for example, gender discrimination, inadequate sanitation facilities, lack of access to schools and
unqualified teachers.
The 2016 Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) data shows that
40% of the government primary schools don’t have drinking water, 48%
don’t have usable toilets and 37% don’t have boundary walls.
Of course, these problems result in low levels of learning and consequently result in low enrolment rates and high dropout rates. As per ASER,
58% of girls between the ages of 5-16 cannot read sentences in Urdu,
Pashto or Sindhi and 59% can’t do basic subtraction.
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Pakistan

Glimpses of the
road ahead
Qudrat Ullah

The creation of Pakistan is the story of the birth of an idea. An idea that the
Muslim minority of the Indian subcontinent should have a separate state, as
otherwise, the Hindu majority in a united independent India would dominate
them forever. The territories comprising of Pakistan have a rich history and a
great civilization. Along with parts of western India, it contains the archeological
remains of an urban civilization dating back 4,500 years. Alexander the Great’s
empire also included the Indus Valley in 326 BC. His successors founded the
Indo-Greek kingdom based in what is today Afghanistan and extending to Peshawar. Following the rise of the Central Asian Kushan Empire in later centuries, the Buddhist culture of Afghanistan and Pakistan, centered on the city
of Taxila just west of Islamabad, experienced a cultural renaissance known as
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the Gandhara Period. Advent of Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, the British and
many other foreign civilizations helped to develop and maintain a culture of
inter-faith harmony and peaceful co-existence and on the eve of the creation
of Pakistan in 1947, two Christian members of the Punjab Assembly also voted
for Pakistan; this was their trust in fellow Muslims. Pakistan, besides being a
bastion of great history and cultural diversity, also has a great geo-political and
geo-strategic location on the world map. It is most conspicuously located on
the world map bordering great regional powers like China, the defunct USSR,
India and now USA in Afghanistan; and the oil-rich Gulf countries where the
world traffic of oil passes through nearby sea routes. The geo-strategic location
of Pakistan is such that on the one hand, it provides logistic support to the land-
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locked country of Afghanistan. On the other, southern China along with the
Central Asian States have a nearest land route to warm waters for their trade
with the Middle East and other continents of the world. The CPEC project has
opened new avenues of foreign development in Pakistan and China has
emerged as the trusted friend vis-à-vis hegemonic India backed by the USA.
Pakistan has also remained a main route for the NATO supply line to
Afghanistan. It proves that Pakistan’s importance in the world affairs is expansive and enduring.
During the last more than two decades, Pakistan has gone through many
changes and rapid socio-economic developments coupled with technological
advancements which have multiplied this process of change in and around
Pakistan. The development of ICT technologies like telecommunication, internet and electronic media has given further boost to this process of socialchange. Democracy is another strong mean of social change and development
for the people of Pakistan. It is the vibrant genre which helps to maintain a coherent balance in their lives through ensuring equitable distribution of resources
among all the federating units. However, it must not be hijacked by the rich and
the affluent. It should ensure hope for the poor.
From the street fighting years of 1960s and the 1970s, Pakistan was expected
to come of age and maturity in 2006 when the two former prime ministers of
Pakistan- Nawaz Sharif and the late Benazir Bhutto signed the Charter of
Democracy to start a new leaf of political life. The Charter of Democracy could
have had been the Magna Carta of Pakistan to pave the way for sustained
democracy and principled politics, but that never happened and it soon succumbed to the political chicanery of the political leadership.
Meanwhile, one of the vibrant factors of Pakistani society is the rise of the popular media during the Musharraf era. The media has emerged as a non-state
actor with an eye on the working of the governmental organizations and the
politicians. It is encouraging that Pakistan has a vibrant media in spite of political
pressures and societal bans and it enjoys independence to a large extent today.
Pakistan, is at the crossroads of history; it is a continued victim of terrorism and
the centre of attention in the global war against terrorism. The country has
faced violent, prolonged domestic conflicts as well as those which have arisen
due to the wrong policies of different governments. But most importantly, after
having elections in February 2008, Pakistan today finds itself in a challenging
transition to democracy after years of dictatorial rules. The present era marks
a historic nexus with an opportunity to establish a sustainable democracy. But
due to economic debility, Pakistan is often called a fragile state which is threatened by internal and external crises. The corruption and lust of the political
forces has been fully exposed in the Panama Papers and the PML-N government is facing a difficult task after the landmark decision of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan. Meanwhile, the violent conflicts with Afghanistan-backed terrorists
and other militant groups have intensified dramatically during the past many
years and this has resulted in hundreds of casualties and made many more
internally displaced. But in spite of every hurdle, Pakistan is at a turning point
in its history and democracy has a chance to take stronger roots if it’s purged
of political corruption. Unlike previously unsuccessful transitions to democracy,
this transition is characterized by the presence of a liberalized and free mass
media which has exposed every corruption and maladministration in society.
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All hope is not lost and Pakistan can boast of many more successes; Pakistan
is the first country in South Asia that economically liberalized its economy. Pakistan has also proved that it’s a credible nuclear state and now Gwadar is being
developed as a multi-billion dollar CPEC project with China. It is also important
that the world must realize that a stable Pakistan is in the favour of the South
Asian region but the main problem lies in Afghanistan which is acting as the
epicenter of Indian-backed terrorism against Pakistan. 9/11 had brought Pakistan into the focus of international politics of intrigues and power-play as it remained an indispensable actor in the US led global war against terrorism.
Consensus in the international community is that a democratic, stable Pakistan
is paramount for global peace. But, the million-dollar question is how this is
possible? Creating and maintaining a well-functioning democracy requires a
political leadership able to play its role in state affairs; find solutions to Pakistan’s
economic crises; improve the previous democratic governments’ poor trackrecord on effective governance and curb violence. Despite its economic and
political difficulties, Pakistan has taken some steps over the years to liberalize
its trade and investment regimes, either unilaterally or in the context of commitments made with the World Trade Organization, International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank, etc. The Pakistan government has made significant
macroeconomic reforms: privatizing state-subsidized utilities, reforming the
banking sector, instituting a world-class anti-money laundering law, cracking
down on piracy of intellectual property and moving quickly to resolve investors’
disputes. Pakistan has a great potential to play a credible role in world affairs.
It is a responsible atomic power. Its role in regional politics is positive and should
be supported by the West especially on the Kashmir issue as Pakistan is facing
acute water shortage due to continued Indian water terrorism in shape of blockage of Pakistan’s due share of water.
Instead of criticizing Pakistan, the foreign governments and the media should
understand its problems and limitations in wake of a lack of resources and economic pressures resulting due to the impact of the war against terror.
The balance of power is a pre-requisite for durable peace in the volatile Indian
sub-continent and peace can only be achieved through strength, as weakness
invites aggression; hence the conventional and non-conventional deterrence
that Pakistan has, should be maintained and required resources should be
made available for this purpose. With pragmatic policies and a progressive approach to develop a national potential, Pakistan can play a significant role to
become an important economic and trade hub and an energy corridor. Pakistan
is also a key player in the Gulf region due to its geo-strategic location, having
the potential to become a point for multiple corridors of cooperation in energy,
trade and transportation. Pakistan’s economy is deeply linked to maritime trade
and only a strong Navy can keep the sea lanes of communication open and
provide necessary protection.
Pakistan is not a failed state but it has failed to devise a credible system of
service delivery and governance which could help in equitable distribution of
resources among the federating units and territories and any continuity of
democracy and strengthening of democratic institutions would help ensure it.
The state of Pakistan should, therefore, ensure maximum resources for the
uplift of the poor and the down-trodden so that they could equally enjoy the
fruits of future developments.
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Study finds “yeti” DNA belongs to bears
Sid Perkins
Hikers in Tibet and the Himalayas need not fear the monstrous yeti—
but they’d darn well better carry bear spray. DNA analyses of nine
samples purported to be from the “abominable snowman” reveal that
eight actually came from various species of bears native to the area.
In the folklore of Nepal, the yeti looms large. The creature is often
depicted as an immense, shaggy ape-human that roams the Himalayan hinterlands. Purported sightings over the years, as well as
scattered “remains” secreted away in monasteries or held by
shamans, have hinted to some that the yeti is not merely a mythical
boogeyman. But science has not borne this out so far. Previous genetic analyses of a couple of hair samples collected in India and
Bhutan suggested that one small stretch of their mitochondrial DNA
(mtDNA)—the genetic material in a cell’s power-generating machinery that’s passed down only by females—resembled that of polar
bears. That finding hinted that a previously unknown type of bear,
possibly a hybrid between polar bears and brown bears, could be roaming
the Himalayas, says Charlotte Lindqvist, an evolutionary biologist at the
State University of New York in Buffalo.
To find out for sure, Lindqvist and her colleagues took a more thorough
look at the mtDNA of as many samples of supposed yeti remains as she
could get her hands on. Some were obtained when she worked with a U.K.
production crew on the 2016 documentary Yeti or Not?, which sought to
sift fact from folklore. The filmmakers got hold of a tooth and some hair
collected on the Tibetan Plateau in the late 1930s, as well as a sample of
scat from Italian mountaineer Reinhold Messner’s museum in the Tyrolean
Alps. More recent samples included hair collected in Nepal by a nomadic
herdsman and a leg bone found by a spiritual healer in a cave in Tibet.
The team also analyzed samples recently collected from several sub-

22

species of bears native to the area, including the Himalayan brown bear,
the Tibetan brown bear, and the black bear. Altogether, the scientists analyzed 24 samples, including nine purported to be from yeti.
Of the nine “yeti” samples, eight turned out to be from bears native to the
area, the researchers reported. The other sample came from a dog. Similar
studies of hair samples supposedly related to North America’s big hairy
hominid, the sasquatch (aka Bigfoot), have revealed that those fibers came
from bears, horses, dogs, and a variety of other creatures—even a human.
Debunking aside, the new study also yielded lots of scientifically useful
info, Lindqvist says. The analyses generated the first full mitochondrial
genomes for the Himalayan brown bear and the Himalayan black bear, for
example. That could help scientists figure out how genetically different
these rare subspecies are from more common species, as well as the last
time these groups shared maternal ancestors in the past.
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Health

Seeking better sleep? Open a window
EJ Mundell
Getting a better night's shut-eye may be as easy as cracking open a bedroom window or door, a small new study suggests.
Dutch researchers used high-tech methods to track the nighttime movements of 17 healthy volunteers over five nights. Some of the participants
slept with a bedroom door or window open, allowing for better ventilation
in the room, while others did not. The result: The better-ventilated rooms
had lower levels of carbon dioxide in the air (humans breathe out CO2 naturally) and that seemed tied to better sleep, according to a team led by environmental researcher Asit Kumar Mishra, of Eindhoven University of
Technology. "Lower carbon dioxide levels (in the bedroom) implied better
sleep depth, sleep efficiency, and lesser number of awakenings," Mishra's
team reported.
One U.S. sleep expert said the nighttime environment is important to good
slumber. "This study does remind us that all bedrooms are not equal, and
the quality of our sleep is certainly influenced by physical properties of our
surroundings at night," said Dr. Steven Feinsilver. He directs the Center
for Sleep Medicine at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City. He said while
it's long been known that people sleep better in cooler environments, "the

issue of indoor air quality as it might relate to sleep quality is not something
that has been given much attention."
Further and even more meticulous research could offer deeper insights,
Feinsilver added. "The authors were not able to employ the most sensitive
measures of sleep, and formal sleep testing including EEG (brain waves)
might be more revealing under these conditions," he said.

Gum disease tied to another deadly illness
Robert Preidt
Add one more reason to why you should brush and floss regularly: Gum
disease bacteria are now tied to higher odds of esophageal cancer.
The study tracked the oral health of 122,000 Americans for 10 years. It
found that the presence of two types of bacteria linked with gum disease
may hike the risk of the cancer. The presence of one oral bacterium in particular, called Tannerella forsythia, was tied to a 21 percent increase in the
odds of developing esophageal tumors, said a team led by Jiyoung Ahn.
She is associate director for population science at NYU Langone Health
in New York City.

authors noted. Because it's often only diagnosed at an advanced stage,
five-year survival rates are between 15 to 25 percent. Ahn said,
"Esophageal cancer is a highly fatal cancer, and there is an urgent need
for new avenues of prevention, risk stratification, and early detection." The
news from the study wasn't all bad: The investigators found that some
types of mouth bacteria were associated with a lower risk of esophageal
cancer. Learning more about the bacteria communities living naturally in
the mouth "may potentially lead to strategies to prevent esophageal cancer,
or at least to identify it at earlier stages," Ahn noted in a news release from
the American Association for Cancer Research.

Gum disease has already been linked in numerous studies to
a heightened risk of the number one killer, heart disease. But
an expert in esophageal cancer who reviewed the new findings stressed that researchers can't yet prove a causal link to
esophageal tumors. "What is not clear is whether the presence of these bacteria or the resultant periodontal disease is
primarily responsible for the development of cancer," said Dr.
Anthony Starpoli, associate director of esophageal endotherapy at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City. Still, Starpoli believes specialists should "consider a proper evaluation of the
oral cavity as well as the remainder of the digestive tract in the
hope of early diagnosis of esophageal cancer."
Esophageal cancer is the eighth most common cancer and
the sixth leading cause of cancer death worldwide, the study
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Darkest Hour

The Disaster Artist

Dan Jolin

Mark Kermode

May, 1940, With Hitler rampant
and Europe on the brink, freshly
appointed Prime Minister Winston
Churchill (Oldman) is under pressure. Calls are intensifying for him
to make peace, but he resolves to
fight on, whatever the cost.
With Darkest Hour, director Joe Wright takes history at its most momentous, wraps it around a figure who couldn’t be more potently iconic, and
places this rich but heavy package almost entirely in the hands of his leading man, Gary Oldman. An actor who, despite impressing us for decades
with his chameleonic aptitude and emotive heft, has astonishingly been
rewarded with only a single Oscar nomination (for Tinker Tailor Soldier
Spy, in 2012). If this film can’t change that, nothing will. It is truly a gift of
a role, and Oldman repays Wright with the performance of a lifetime.
Complemented rather than smothered by make-up artist Kazuhiro Tsuji’s
jowly prosthetics, Oldman revels in the high-volume bombast and tactless bluster of a PM who was thought an embarrassment by many of
his peers. He barrels around Westminster on surprisingly light feet, like
a low-flying, alcohol-fuelled dirigible with a cigar at its prow. He’ll dictate
to his secretary Elizabeth Layton (James) amid the sploshes of bathtime before suddenly announcing his emergence “in a state of nature”,
and spends so much time making life-or-death decisions in the loo, the
WC on the door may as well be his initials.

Dave Franco plays model/actor Greg Sestero, upon whose memoir (cowritten with Tom Bissell) the sharp screenplay by Scott Neustadter and
Michael H. Weber is based. We first meet Greg in San Francisco, 1998,
sleepwalking through a stilted scene from Waiting for Godot. Enter
Tommy (played by James, Dave’s older brother), a whirling dervish of
dyed hair, questionable age and bizarre, consonant-obliterating accent
(“Wha accenn?”). Part pirate, part vampire, Tommy turns a single word
from A Streetcar Named Desire (“Stellaaaaarghh!”) into a piece of
writhing performance art – terrible, yet fearless. Bewitched, Greg hitches
his wagon to Tommy’s star and the pair move to LA, dreaming of greatness. But when “Hollywood reject us, we do it on our own” – and the
mysteriously wealthy Wiseau decides to mount his own cinematic epic,
to the bewilderment of script supervisor Sandy Schklair (Seth Rogen)
who wonders if Tommy has ever seen a movie, let alone made one.

Happy End

Gangster Land

Simran Hans

Dennis Harvey

Michael Haneke’s new film gleams
with cold gallows humour. There’s
blunt, rasping comedy to be found in its
thematic grimness (Happy End might
also be titled Death Wish), though the
Austrian director’s bleak worldview
won’t be to everyone’s taste.
The plot begins with 13 year-old Eve (Fantine Harduin), who is forced to
stay with her father Thomas (Mathieu Kassovitz), in Calais, with his new
wife and their young child after her mother overdoses. Also living in the
Laurent family home is Thomas’s sister, severe real estate developer
Anne (Isabelle Huppert), and their depressed father Georges (Jean-Louis
Trintignant of Haneke’s Amour), who at a robust 84 is “too healthy” to qualify for the assisted suicide he seeks, and so must make alternative
arrangements. Eve moves quietly, watching the adults around her.
One of the most interesting things about Happy End is the way Haneke’s
camera captures the act of watching; always interested in technology
and surveillance, here he often favours fixed perspectives, trailing his
characters over the shoulder or looking with detachment from an unmoving vantage point. A fist-fight plays out from a voyeuristic, clinical
remove, while the film’s opening takes place via a series of darkly funny
Snapchat-style videos. Eve discovers her father’s laptop and a series
of messages on a Facebook-style website.
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As with Meryl Streep in Florence
Foster Jenkins, James Franco hits
all the right wrong notes in this
hugely entertaining, true-life tale of
Tommy Wiseau’s 2003 “disasterpiece” film The Room. Like Wiseau
himself, Franco produces, directs
and stars in his magnum opus,
recreating the chaotic production of an unintentional comedy that has earned
Rocky Horror-style cult status as “the greatest bad movie ever made”.

Timothy Woodward Jr. was born too
late. Clearly the kind of enterprise that
enabled this actor-turned-director to
make no less than 13 features in the
last five years for his own production
company would’ve been ideally deployed in a “golden age” Poverty Row studio. And had they too existed
back then, such reduced former A-listers as Tom Sizemore, Dolph Lundgren, Kris Kristofferson and Denise Richards probably still would have
sooner or later found themselves toiling in Woodward Jr.’s joints, all lowbudget actioners of one sort or another. His latest is ambitious in the
sense of being a period piece, something it pulls off with reasonable, resourceful aplomb even if the script (among other things) is too generic
to result in anything more memorable than a passable time-filler. Gangster Land is not exactly good. But at least it’s farther along on the road
to good than such prior Status Media efforts as Gnome Alone and the
mysteriously all-caps WEAPONIZED. Given the gradually upticking arc
of his opuses’ IMDb ratings to date, Woodward should finally score a 6
out of 10 sometime next year. He’s got the perspiration part down; surely
inspiration can’t hold out much longer.
Jack (Sean Faris) is a nice Italian boy in 1922 Chicago, the son of immigrant shopkeepers. Trying to make it as a pugilist, his professional ring
debut attracts attention from no less than Al Capone (Milo Gibson), at
this stage just a subordinate working for Johnny Torrio (Al Sapienza).
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The Art of Thinking Clearly

New Rules of the Game

Rolf Dobelli

Susan Packard

Have you ever invested time in
something that, with hindsight,
just wasn't worth it? Overpaid
in an Ebay auction? Continued
doing something you knew was
bad for you? Sold stocks too
late, or too early? Taken credit
for success, but blamed failure
on external circumstances?
Backed the wrong horse?
These are examples of cognitive biases, simple errors we all
make in our day-to-day thinking. But by knowing what they
are and how to spot them, we
can avoid them and make better choices - whether dealing
with a personal problem or a
business negotiation; trying to save money or make money; working out
what we do or don't want in life, and how best to get it. Already an international bestseller, it is essential reading for anyone with important decisions to make. It reveals, in 100 short chapters, the most common
errors of judgement, and how to avoid them. Simple, clear and always
surprising, this indispensable book will change the way you think and
transform your decision-making - at work, at home, every day.

Man’s Search for Ultimate Meaning

The co-founder of HGTV shows
how women can achieve their
career goals by utilising her
trademark technique of 'gamesmanship.' Too long have women
in the workplace been encouraged to cultivate soft, classically
feminine work demeanours. If
we live in a man's world, it's time
for women to play the men at
their game and beat them.
Packard's idea of gamesmanship allows women to do just
this.
Proceeding with good gamesmanship includes encouraging
other women to compete outwardly instead of inwardly, cultivating the emotional distance necessary
to succeed at work and understanding and replicating how male colleagues think. Her ideas are fleshed out with insightful anecdotes from
her own 30 years in business alongside thoughtful passages from other
female entrepreneurs. These include missives from Ellen Kullman,
Chairman and CEO of DuPont, Veronica Hagen, CEO of Polymer Group
and Colleen Repplier, President of Tyco International. It encourages
women to develop skills in competing, handling loss, maintaining emotional distance, thinking tactically and adding excitement to their careers.

The Happiness of Pursuit

Viktor E Frankl
Chris Guillebeau
Viktor Frankl is known to millions as
the author of Man's Search for
Meaning, his harrowing Holocaust
memoir. In this book, he goes more
deeply into the ways of thinking that
enabled him to survive imprisonment in a concentration camp and
to find meaning in life in spite of all
the odds. Here, he expands upon
his groundbreaking ideas and
searches for answers about life,
death, faith and suffering. Believing
that there is much more to our existence than meets the eye, he
says: “No one will be able to make
us believe that man is a sublimated
animal once we can show that
within him there is a repressed
angel.”
In Man's Search for Ultimate Meaning, Frankl explores our sometimes
unconscious desire for inspiration or revelation. He explains how we can
create meaning for ourselves and, ultimately, he reveals how life has
more to offer us than we could ever imagine.
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New York Times bestselling author of
The $100 Startup helps you find purpose in work and life by committing to a
life-changing quest. The Happiness of
Pursuit helps you find real life fulfilment
by undertaking a quest that is big and
ambitious, surpassing the limits of routine-filled lives.
Chris has undertaken a successful quest
of his own, having visited nearly every
country in the world by age 35, but your
own quest needn't involve travel at all.
What's needed is commitment and progressive accomplishment, losing oneself
in a task - whether it be a physical journey,
an artistic enterprise or a philanthropic feat. Chris has surveyed thousands
who've undertaken such quests and identified: How they went about it, the
common mistakes, what happened when they hit the wall, how their lives
changed when the quest was over. The Happiness of Pursuit offers inspirational and practical advice to help you bridge the gap between 'impossible dream' and 'everyday reality'. Discover how your own quest can give
you the self knowledge to find and live a more fulfilling life.
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Your View
Justice Najafi’s report

Barelvi school
IT was the Deoband school of thought that in the past embraced mainly an

IT seems the government has made alterations in Jus-

extremist world view. It also put its weight behind building a narrative against

tice Baqar Najafi’s report. The report was released on

military operations against the Taliban. But of late, the Barelvi school of

the government website in the evening. I think Dr.

thought has also adopted a hardline approach. These events have unfolded

Qadari’s threat worked this time. Why was the govern-

in the backdrop of the sit-in. It seems Barelvi politics is experiencing a new

ment hiding this report? The government rightly decided

high after Faizabad. The followers of the saints henceforth will have a say in

to waive its option to appeal against the orders of the di-

the country’s complex political web. This is an alarming development. The

vision bench of the Lahore High Court. The report has

country is already beset by sectarian strife with different sects at loggerheads

added to troubles for Rana Sanaulla. The chief minister

and the picture becomes grimmer. The capitulation of the state — unfortu-

has requested for time on the law minister’s resignation

nately — seems to have paved the way for more turbulent times.

as demanded by the Braveli group. The picture is be-

Ghias-ud-din
Abbottabad

coming clearer now. It is a win-win situation for the people of Pakistan. We must appreciate the landmark
decision of the court to have the report released.
J. Bashir
Lahore

Bilawal House road
The Bilawal House road was opened under protests by the PTI and a civil rights organisation a year or so ago much to the relief of citizens, but has once again been

Disservice to Sadequain

closed on the orders of those people who claim to be a source of people’s power.
They also say ZAB and BB adored democracy and died fighting for it. True, but did

I AM writing this on behalf of the Sadequain Foundation,

they teach them to torture the people who voted them to power in Sindh? Can Mr.

United States, to draw your attention to the illegal con-

Zardari and Mr. Bilawal imagine the magnitude of agony which the residents of Clifton

struction of Sadequain Shadi Hall (after Sadequain died

and others have to undergo daily because of this arbitrary closure. The road in front of

in 1987) on an amenity plot which was awarded to Sade-

10, Downing Sreet or the White House is never closed. When the other side of the

quain by the Karachi Development Authority in 1987 for

road was opened, people, including this writer, had thanked Mr. Zardari for showing

the sole purpose of building Sadequain Art Institute. The

reasonableness, but soon shortsightedness overwhelmed farsightedness. Leaders

amenity plot awarded to Sadequain is located at the

must always display large-heartedness, compassion for the public interest. Mr. Zardari

crossing of University Road and Rashid Minhas Road at

and Mr Bilawal are much safer even when traffic on both sides of the road plies undis-

the NIPA Chawrangi. The illegal construction of Sade-

turbed. The wall must be bulldozed as the PPP is led by a young and brave leader.

quain Shadi Hall was not only unlawful, it was also disre-

The wall has spoilt the beauty of the area. Lastly, I will request the Sindh High Court to

spectful to one of Pakistan’s iconic artists. Sadequain

take suo motu action and order opening of this vital artery once and for all.

Shadi Hall operated illegally for approximately 25 years

S.A. Siddiqui
Karachi

and was eventually demolished in 2015. It reduced to
rubble as a grim reminder of injustice meted out to Sadequain for two years; then it was restored a few months
ago under questionable circumstances. Sadequain is
among a handful of Pakistanis whose name and work

Power loadshedding

should transcend generations. He rightfully deserves a

THE government’s claim that loadshedding of electricity has ended is not correct.
The true test will be next summer when power demand will be higher than it is now.
Electricity consumption is low in winter. I am at a loss to understand how the addition
of power plants without the strengthening of transmission and distribution systems
can ease the shortage. The end of loadshedding cannot be ensured without a synchronised development of power generation, transmission and distribution sectors.
The provision of electricity at acceptable voltage, frequency and stability is a longterm plan. Our electricity pundits should give our political leaders the correct data.
Engr. Riaz Bhutta
Lahore
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Sadequain Art Institute, which would be part-gallery, partresearch institute, and part a place where artists, art historians and art lovers can meet and interact. It can be
modelled after the Louisiana Centre in Denmark, an art
centre with resident artists producing contemporary art
and designs. I urge the KDA authorities to impound the
amenity plot from the miscreants and build a Sadequain
Art Institute under the KDA’s auspices.
Salman Ahmad
San Diego
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Governance

Random thoughts
Ayaz Fakir

The economy of Pakistan must be studied from the very beginning, taking into
account the short and long term effects of Bhutto’s nationalisation which wiped
out the country’s nascent business class and established a new order of businessmen. As in other businesses, many were doomed to fail, and did. In every
family, the success rate was minuscule, and as in any venture luck was a factor.
Unfortunately, we had to witness the failure of many promising businesses
and businessmen, for it is an unfortunate fact of life that a large number of new
businesses will fail. Very few will succeed, and fewer still go on to be a hundred
years old. And so when Bhutto chopped at the roots of the businessmen, he
was striking at the nurseries of business in Pakistan.
The other opportunities were the two World Wars, which produced many
millionaires, but very few went on to be twenty years old and fewer still a hundred.
 Pakistan was an opportunity for those who had migrated to Pakistan flush
with cash from the Second World War, and a lease of life away from the
English income tax.
 The Sharif system of governance which has made the bureaucracy servile,
including the judiciary. The Supreme Court may have held on to its independence, but that may be short-lived. One thing is certain: Nawaz Sharif will not
allow any challenge to his authority, nor will he brook any dissidence. It could
be acceptable if Nawaz could be trusted with the keys of the safe. But the apartments in Park Lane are too obvious a brazen flaunting of ill gotten wealth. Robbery from the exchequer. Akin to what Zardari and Benazir robbed when they
were in power. The Sharifs and the Zardaris set records for thievery. Unfortunately, Pakistan has little to show for their terms in power other than some very
expensive roads. Most are empty boasts of the Sharifs. Building roads a la
Sher Shah Suri has been an exercise in blatant corruption. When a forensic
audit is done, the extent of the corruption will be established. The Sharif family
will repeat the old story of the senior Sharif, long since interred being the owner.
It is strange that the Sharifs are not concerned about letting the dead rest in
peace. The callous indifference for their forbears is, indeed, unfortunate, es-

December 16-31, 2017

pecially showing the lengths they will go to to take the smallest advantage.
Such a pity that the Sharifs chose to defile their own forbears rather than obey
the law. Greed has emerged as the most important driving force. It will be interesting to note that Nawaz has been adamantly silent on the source of wealth.
This silence is both damning and denotes guilt and will be the basis for future
sentencing as the evidence exists at Park Lane. And has been admitted to in
a court of law in Pakistan, and on the floor of the National Assembly. Surely
this evidence is not deniable, and will be moved forward for conviction. It needs
a halfway decent prosecutor for closure. So barring a miracle, it would seem.
An NRO is not on the horizon. So, our Supreme Court remains the last windmill
that the Sharifs can tilt against. The outcome does not look bright.
 So Pakistan will have to sit back and watch the tussle move to an inglorious
end. Our major hope is that justice and truth prevail. More importantly, a serious
sentence should be passed that will serve as a deterrence to any aspirants for
future power, to keep their greed in check, or face the horrific consequences
that await them under the new punishments that will be unveiled.
 The world is fast moving towards a new order led by the young Saudi leaders, who have set the ball rolling by arresting their ageing leadership. The
charges against them are corruption and corrupt practices. This augurs well
for Pakistan, as this is the disease that has afflicted us and is causing us the
most damage. Luckily for us, the Sharif’s downfall coincides with the Saudi action against corruption in the kingdom. The treatment being meted out to some
of the wealthiest Saudis, could be a lesson on a revolutionary mode. The methods being employed (hanging upside down) are crude but most effective in
getting the message across to the villains. The Sharifs must be wondering
when their turn will come. For us, the bloodshed may not happen, but the line
has been drawn. The 100-member entourage for Umrah, is hopefully a thing
of the past. And so the dollops of goodies, being doled out to political favourites.
The corrupt must be stopped in their tracks. But the exemplary punishments
must go beyond the slap on the wrist. Neither should the offenders be allowed
to leave Pakistan with their ill gotten gains.
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