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Saudi Arabia

Imperilling the
peace of the
Middle East
Shahid Hussain

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has crossed many red lines
to change the world perception of his country and the Middle East. His vision aims to modernize the Kingdom and end its dependence on oil. He
desires to establish formal relations with Israel, but it will not only create
resentment in his own country but also in all Arab and Muslim states of
the world.
Weeks ago, Saudi Arabia opened its airspace to a commercial Indian
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flight to Israel, with the inauguration of an Air India route between New
Delhi and Tel Aviv. Israel’s flag carrier El Al also hopes to be allowed to
use Saudi airspace after the crown prince said that Israelis “have the right
to have their own land” and that formal relations between Israel and the
kingdom could be mutually beneficial. The development came at a time
when the Israeli forces had killed at least 18 Palestinians in a week during
Hamas-led protests near the Gaza border.
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The thaw between the two states also marks the hardening of the Saudi
and the US stance against Iran. In a recent interview to the US media, the
de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia said he saw the Jewish state as an attractive
regional economic and technological hub as well as a potential partner in
the kingdom’s cold war with Iran. Instead of seeing Israel as an enemy, he
has recognized Israel’s right to exist, preferably in the context of a peace
deal with Palestinians. In an interview, the prince played down the extent
of anti-Semitism in Saudi society, which has historically been reinforced
by government clerics and textbooks. “Our country doesn’t have a problem
with Jews and many Jews work in the kingdom,” he added.
As his stance on Israel softens, he considers Iran the biggest threat to
the region and the world. “I believe the Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei makes Hitler look good. Hitler didn’t do what the supreme
leader is trying to do. Hitler tried to conquer Europe. The supreme leader
is trying to conquer the world,” he told a newspaper during his recent US
visit. “He has made all the right enemies. Among those who would celebrate his end are the leaders of ISIS, al-Qaeda, Hezbollah, and Hamas,
as well as Yemen’s Houthi rebels, and the entire clerical and military leadership of the Islamic Republic of Iran. As a bonus, there are members of
his own family, the sprawling, sclerotic, self-dealing House of Saud, who
would like to see him gone—or at the very least, warehoused at the RitzCarlton in Riyadh, where the 32-year-old prince recently imprisoned many
of his enemies and cousins during an anti-corruption sweep of the kingdom,” the New York Times said.
However, his anti-graft campaign was tainted when he bragged of receiving classified US intelligence from Jared Kushner, son-in-law and senior adviser to US President Donald Trump, and using it as part of a purge
of “corrupt” princes and businessmen. According to the Daily Mail, he has
been boasting about his close relationship with the president's son-in-law
and senior adviser, and the intelligence which he has told his circle Kushner passed to him. He also told members of his close circle that the intelligence included information on who was disloyal to him. “Jared took a list
out of names from US eavesdrops of people who were supposedly the
prince's enemies. He took a list out of these people who had been trashing
him in phone calls, and said these are the ones who are your enemies,” it
said, quoting an unnamed source. The crackdown on “corruption” in Saudi
Arabia was led by him in November, days after he had met Kushner for
talks in Riyadh. It saw allegations of torture as hundreds were rounded up,
including princes from rival parts of the Saudi royal family and some of the
country's wealthiest businessmen. Newspapers ran a photograph showing
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the detainees sleeping on the floor of a ballroom at the Riyadh Ritz Carlton,
and some had been tortured. The New York Times later reported that one
of the detainees had died from his injuries. Most are said to have reached
“settlements” with the Saudi government, and Mohammed bin Salman
himself boasted in an interview that the government had regained at least
$100 billion from them. Later, Kushner claimed through his attorney that it
was a “false story.” He said: “The alleged exchange never happened.
Kushner was and is well aware of the rules governing information and follows the rules.” The action on the classified intelligence means the US
must have removed the potential threat from its way.
The prince has divided the Middle East into two warring camps. For
him, the “triangle of evil,” consists of Iran, the Muslim Brotherhood, and
Sunni terror groups and an alliance of “moderate states” that includes Jordan, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Oman. There was no
surprise when Arab leaders remained quiet after 18 Palestinians were
killed by the Israeli forces during Hamas-led protests near Gaza's border
with Israel. Later, ten more innocent civilians were massacred. Human
Rights Watch, Amnesty International and other Muslim countries condemned Israel for the lethal response to protests that did not pose a serious threat to its soldiers. In contrast, the Arab world largely remained silent,
apparently because Israel's behaviour is less worrisome to most Arab leaders than the Palestinian group Hamas and its allies, such as Iran. Egypt,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and their allies share Israel’s hostility to Hamas,
which governs Gaza. On the other hand, Iran has expanded its influence
in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen.
All Arab and Muslim countries have viewed Israel as their enemy and
the main destabilising factor in the Middle East since its inception. Efforts
of the crown prince prove he can go to any extent to counter Iran which is
the main objective of the US. The unlikely thaw between Saudi Arabia and
Israel aims to contain Iranian influence in the region but it is not without
dangers. Fewer efforts are required to make peace with Iran, which will
benefit the whole Muslim world. The US has no permanent friends or enemies. It is driven by interests only. The US has recently signed a $350
billion arms deal with Saudi Arabia. It was the largest in American and
human history. The huge amount could have transformed the lives of the
people of Saudi Arabia. The Shia are part of every Muslim society. Sunnis
and Shias have lived peacefully for centuries. Shias are also almost 15pc
of the Saudi population. They cannot be eliminated. Lasting peace between Saudi Arabia and Iran will not only benefit the two countries but also
all Muslim states and the world.
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Elections

Can the constitution
be followed?
Nasim Ahmed

As the country moves towards the next general elections, the question uppermost in the minds of most Pakistanis is: Will they be held on schedule?
The National Assembly will complete its five-year term in the next two
months. As per provisions of the constitution, general elections are to be
held within the next sixty days to elect a new government. But as things
stand today, it seems highly unlikely that the electoral process will go on
as planned.
As many analysts have pointed out, there are many spokes in the
wheel. Among other things, the most important hurdle is the gathering
storm on the country’s political horizon. The deepening political tension
characterized by an endless war of words between the ruling party and
the Opposition has created a climate of uncertainty and doubt and given
rise to conspiracy theories about the role of the judiciary and the National
Accountability Bureau in shaping the national political narrative.
PML-N has hurled serious allegations of foul play in the Senate election, raising questions about the fairness of the electoral process. Some
observers suspect the hand of the Establishment behind the defeat of the
PML-N candidate for Senate chairman and earlier the change of the political guard in Balochistan. In both episodes, Zardari played the Pied Piper.
With the support of PTI, he succeeded in preventing the ruling party from
taking control of the upper house.
Casting a long shadow over the political landscape is the impending
accountability court ruling in the graft cases against Nawaz Sharif and his
family. The monitoring Supreme Court judge has extended the deadline
for winding up the trial in three months. According to one reading of the
situation, such a delay is being manipulated out of fear that a chaotic situation could develop if the former prime minister is convicted while a PMLN government is still in power. The underlying idea that the situation can
be better controlled if it happens under a non-party interim administration.
It is apprehended that a court ruling against the Sharifs on the eve of
the general elections may spark a popular backlash. Despite everything,
Nawaz Sharif remains stubborn, refusing to give up his defiance. Although
the chances of a mass protest are remote, an adverse court verdict would
certainly raise the political temperature in the country. If clashes break out
and the situation gets out of control, the possibility of the army coming in
to keep peace cannot be totally ruled out. It is relevant to mention here
that the military has already assured full backing to the judiciary, and all
the state institutions are bound by the Constitution to get the court order
implemented.
The court’s recent order to retired General Musharraf to return to the
country and face trial on sedition charges is another complicating factor in
the developing imbroglio. The erstwhile army chief’s trial had been a major
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source of tension between the former Sharif
government and the military. It will not be easy
for the military leadership to watch its former
chief undergo trial for treason. But non-compliance by the former military ruler could create a
challenging situation for both the judiciary and
the administration and add to political tensions
in the country. The issue could place the military
leadership in an awkward situation.
In a highly unpredictable environment, the
possibility of the PML-N dissolving into several
splinter groups also cannot be ruled out. The
signs of a divide are already visible with
Chaudhry Nisar openly challenging the party
leadership. According to insider reports, he enjoys the support of many senior and saner
members of the party.
Another ticklish issue in the making is delimitation of constituencies in the light of the latest
census results. Political parties are confused
and divided over the issue. While some politicians want elections to be held on the basis of
existing constituencies, voices are also being raised in favour of redrawing
the constituency boundaries. The latter course will surely lead to a postponement of the scheduled elections.
Of late, rumours have been rife in the country about a long-term interim
set-up backed by the military and judiciary. The steadily deteriorating state
of the economy is also being used to justify the argument for delaying the
holding of general elections and the installation of a technocrat government
to set things right. It is, however, unlikely that any political party would
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agree to such a proposition. Needless to say, such an arrangement would
be an extra-constitutional act and could land the country into a bigger political crisis.
It is, indeed, a highly tortuous run-up to the elections. With every passing day, the national political scene is getting messier and murkier. The
country is facing an extremely explosive and unpredictable situation, with
the cynics and Doubting Thomases openly raising questions about the
elections being held on time. The more discriminating pundits are keeping
their fingers crossed.
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Wealth

Global inequality a
threat to world peace
`Nasim Ahmed

Social scientists have noted with concern the phenomenon of rising inequality between individuals and nations in the world. The gap between
rich and poor countries has been widening posing a threat to world peace.
A report entitled Global Wealth Report has been recently published by
Credit Suisse, a global financial services company, which says that the
richest one per cent own half of all the wealth in the world. The report
points out that since 2000, the gap between the rich and the poor has
widened on a scale not seen for more than a century.
The Credit Suisse report, which tries to gauge the financial and physical
assets of 4.7 billion people, presents a comprehensive picture of global
wealth, covering all regions and countries, and all parts of the wealth spectrum, from the very base of the wealth pyramid to what it categorises as
ultra-high net worth individuals (UHNWIs).
It is relevant to add here that the report is an up-to-date source of information on global household wealth. It reveals that the United States

08

continued adding to global wealth at an impressive rate, with solid growth
also seen in China. Elsewhere, local currency wealth gains were offset by
depreciation against the US dollar, so that world wealth declined overall
by USD 12.4 trillion. The share of financial assets rose again as a percentage of total wealth and may help explain why wealth inequality is surging
upwards. Since 2008, there has been a rise in the financial assets, which
has been advantageous mainly to the moneyed sections of society, who
retain a disproportionate amount of capital. In the last decade- and-a-half,
since 2000, about 34 million people have ownership and control over
$112.9 trillion of assets, or 45.2 percent of the world's wealth.
The number of millionaires around the world has increased by 146 per
cent since 2000, and there are now more than 120,000 ultra-high net worth
individuals - each worth more than $US50 million. Eight per cent of them
are in China, whose wealth has grown five-fold since the turn of the millennium.
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Strong economic and equity market performance helped create
920,000 new millionaires globally last year, as High Net Worth Individuals
grew in both number and wealth to 14.6 million and US$56.4 trillion, respectively. Asia-Pacific expanded its HNWI population at the fastest rate
globally which pushed it past North America as the region with the most
HNWIs.
By Credit Suisse’s reckoning, over $250 trillion US worth of wealth has
been amassed by households. At the top sit the ultra-rich, which the bank
defines as having a net worth of at least $50 million in assets. Just below
the ultra-rich are 34 million people, each with a net worth of at least $1 million. Collectively, people in that part of the pyramid make up 0.7 per cent
of the world's population, but own 45.2 per cent of the world's wealth. If
you extend the cut-off to one per cent of the world's population, they own
more than half of all wealth in the world. The boom in wealth at the very
top marks the reversal of a trend that had lasted from the turn of the millennium until the financial crisis of 2008-09. In 2000, the share of wealth
owned by the richest 1 per cent was 48.9 per cent. This fell to 44.2 per
cent in 2009. Now the wealthy are ascendant once more.Apart from computing the wealth of the super rich, the report also examines the wealth of
the so-called middle class, the definition of which varies from country to
country. The study reveals that 14% of world adults constituted the middle

On the bottom rung of the
global wealth pyramid are 3.4
billion adults – 71 per cent of
the world's population — who
are worth less than $10,000. It
means that median wealth,
which best captures the circumstances of the average adult,
has fallen around the world over
the past five years to $US3200.
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class in 2015 and held 32% of world wealth. According to Credit Suisse,
anyone worth between $50,000 and $500,000 would be considered middle
class for the purposes of the survey. In some countries, the cut-off is
higher, for example, in Switzerland, where the middle class starts at
$72,000. In China, it drops to $28,000, while in India, it is at $13,700.
China's middle class — estimated at 109 million — is larger than America's, which counts for 92 million people.
On the bottom rung of the global wealth pyramid are 3.4 billion adults
– 71 per cent of the world's population — who are worth less than $10,000.
It means that median wealth, which best captures the circumstances of
the average adult, has fallen around the world over the past five years to
$US3200. The only parts of the world where median wealth has continued
to rise are China and North America.
Where does Pakistan stand in the global wealth perspective? According to the Credit Suisse report, Pakistan’s middle class consists of over
6.27 million people, which is the 18th largest in the world. The share of
middle-class adults in Pakistan’s total adult population of 111 million is
5.7% as opposed to India’s 3% and Australia’s 66%. Middle-class Pakistani adults constitute 0.9% of the worldwide middle-class population.
Being a lower per-capita country, Pakistan has lower prices and consequently a reduced middle-class threshold. To be a member of the middle class in 2015, according to Credit Suisse, a Pakistani adult must
have wealth of at least $14,413. In terms of the local currency that buys
one dollar for Rs114 these days, a Pakistani adult should be considered
part of the middle class if they have wealth of between Rs1.5 million and
Rs15 million. With $14,413, Pakistan has the third lowest “middle-class
lower bound wealth”, followed by India ($13,662) and Ukraine ($11,258).
This suggests Pakistan has lower prices in general, which enables people to join the middle class by crossing a relatively lower threshold of
wealth band.
According to Credit Suisse, total wealth in Pakistan amounted to
$495 billion in 2016. Given that the figure stood at $170 billion in 2000,
total wealth in Pakistan has increased at an annual rate of 7.4% for the
last 15 years. By comparison, total wealth of the world increased on an
average by 5.2% annually over the same 15-year period. A little more
than 90% Pakistani adults had wealth less than $10,000 in 2016. The
share of Pakistani adults with wealth between $10,000 and $100,000 in
2016 was 9.8% while only 0.1% adults own wealth in the range of
$100,000 and $1 million.
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Corruption

Media management
of Sharif cases
Muhammad Hassan

The ruling party has used some media houses to create an impression the
prosecution against former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his children
in an accountability court has collapsed and they will be proved innocent
in the end. The same impression was created when the Supreme Court of
Pakistan was hearing the cases and it set up a Joint Investigation Team
(JIT) to probe the assets of the Sharif family, but the final judgment was
different from the wishful thinking of the media and the Sharif family.
Against the backdrop the media perception, former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has also allegedly tasked some of his close aides to take to
the streets after his conviction. There are also reports that the ruling party
will attempt to hold rallies in all major cities of the Punjab. It will gather a
large number of people and besiege the jail, where Nawaz Sharif and his
daughter Maryam Nawaz and son-in-law Muhammad Safdar would be
confined. According to the plan, they will paralyze the state machinery and
get them released. Nawaz Sharif has been preparing people for it for some
time now. However, there are doubts that the ruling party will be able to
bring a large number of people on to the streets. People can vote for the
Sharifs but may not agitate for them. The country has seen this when the
PML-N government was toppled by former President General (retd) Pervez
Musharaf in 1999; the Sharif family was exiled later and Nawaz Sharif attempted to return to Pakistan. The situation will also be different from now
because the Punjab police would not be as friendly towards PML-N activists as it is now. It will treat them harshly under the caretaker setup.
The media has been tactfully managed after star witness and Panama
case Joint Investigation Team (JIT) head Wajid Zia started recording his
statement before the Accountability Court and the Sharif family’s lawyer
cross-examined him. Wajid Zia’s testimony was distorted by the media and
ministers to create an impression that the Sharif family was not involved
in corruption and money laundering. At one point, Nawaz Sharif and
Maryam Nawaz demanded live coverage of the court proceedings, so that
the “whole nation could know about the reality of the cases against them.”
It was music to the ears of the family and the media when Wajid Zia admitted that the JIT could not obtain a single document which proved Nawaz
Sharif was the owner of Avenfield Flats at any time. It made headlines because it was taken as a clean chit to the Sharif family. However, the major
aspect of the cases was ignored deliberately. Nawaz Sharif is facing the
cases because he bought offshore properties in the name of his children.
His children have admitted the ownership of the assets and now they have
to prove that they have them bought legitimately and corruption, tax evasion and money laundering were not involved in it.
The former prime minister had based his narrative on a lie that he had
been disqualified for not receiving salary from his son. However, it proved
wrong in the court when Wajid Zia provided a document which proved
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Nawaz Sharif had received his last salary from Capital FZE, a company
owned by his son Hussain Nawaz, in August 2013. As per the document,
which was a screenshot, Nawaz Sharif and another person had received
salaries till August 2013. The document was provided by the Jebel Ali Free
Zone Authority (JAFZA) and prepared under the comprehensive system
related to the protection of wages. The letter said Nawaz Sharif was employed with Capital FZE as chairman of its board from August 7, 2006, to
April 20, 2014, 11 months after he had become the prime minister of Pakistan. His lawyer objected that the document did not mention the name of
any person to substantiate the claim as the salaries were disbursed to the
two persons over the counter (OTC) — a system in which salary is paid
by hand to the recipient. Under the rules in the UAE, if salary is paid over
the counter, only the employee’s code is used instead of the name.
Earlier, Wajid Zia also informed the Accountability Court that trust
deeds, submitted by Maryam Nawaz and her brothers Hassan and Hussain in the Avenfield Flats reference, were forged. He submitted that the
JIT had sent the trust deeds of the Nielsen and Nescoll offshore companies, provided by Maryam, to a London-based firm, Radley Forensic Document Laboratory, for examination, which said the documents were fake.
Earlier, British forensic expert Robert Radley, who testified through video
link from London, said the Sharif family had presented a fabricated trust
deed of Avenfield properties in the court and the Calibri font could not have
been used at the time of the deed as it was not commercially available before January 31, 2007. The forensic expert said he had found some discrepancies in the trust deed. Presenting a fabricated document in the court
alone is punishable by seven years in jail. However, the Sharif family and
the media created an impression as if he had absolved the Sharif family
of all charges. “Thank God, the foreign expert has testified that the Sharif
family is innocent. I was expecting him to tell the truth,” Maryam Nawaz
told the media after Radley testified.
People have heard lies from the Sharif family since the onset of the
Panama Leaks in 2015. One member of the family told a different story to
people, parliament and courts. Court proceedings were distorted to create
an impression that the Sharif family is innocent. The Panama case was
heard by the Supreme Court for 134 days but the Sharif family could not
provide the money trail of the assets. Under the accountability law, Nawaz
Sharif and his family are guilty and they have to prove their innocence because they have accepted the ownership of the London flats. They failed
to prove their innocence in the Supreme Court and the same is the case
in the Accountability Court. They had managed the media when the
Supreme Court was hearing the cases but the truth prevailed in the end.
Their fate will be the same in the Accountability Court despite distorting
the facts through the friendly media.
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Insurgency

Afghan conflict
exacerbated
Raza Khan

The Afghan forces air strikes on a madrassah in the northern province of
Kunduz, which killed more than 100 civilians, mostly children, will complicate the conflict in the war-ravaged country. The air bombardment by
Afghan air force helicopters on the madrassah has been one of the deadliest attacks by government forces on civilians in Afghanistan in the 17year-old conflict. Afghan officials have tried to justify the air strike, arguing
that the top leadership of the Afghan Taliban had gathered at the site and
the bombardment was aimed at them. This justification is hard to believe,
because there is little, if any, evidence that the Taliban leaders were present at the madrassah at the time of the attack.
Even if it is believed that some Taliban commanders were in the Kunduz madrassah does this warrant that Afghan forces kill civilians indiscriminately? Irrespective of the Afghan officials argument to justify the attack,
the incident would have far-reaching negative consequences. This seems
to be sensed by Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, who despite the claims
by Afghan defense and civilian officials to the contrary, admitted that civilians were killed and the incident was going to be investigated. Obviously,
President Ghani was trying to effect damage control but it was too late and
repercussions would be felt sooner rather than later.
The reasons that the Kunduz air attack would have large-scale negative
effects on peace in Afghanistan are multiple. The most important cause
would be that most of those killed were children or young boys. At least 80
families have lost their young male children and this is obviously unacceptable to them. Here the incident could be likened to the Army Public School
(APS) attack in Peshawar in December 2014, in which terroristS killed
around 150 children, mostly young boys. As a consequence, the Pakistani
government came up with the comprehensive National Action Plan and
under it extensive military offensives against the terrorists were launched
across Pakistan particularly in their bastions in FATA. Resultantly, terrorist
hideouts, cells and command and control structure have been dismantled.
In Kunduz, Afghan children were killed by air bombardment by the country’s
forces, whereas in Pakistan, Afghanistan-based terrorist commander, Fazlullah, accepted responsibility for the attack on the APS Peshawar. The
crux of the argument is that when so many children are killed in a country,
whosoever may have killed them, the consequences are severe for the perpetrators. As Afghan forces owned the attack, they would have to face the
consequences for the strike killing innocent children.
Another very important reason the attack by the Afghan air force would
have far-reaching negative consequences on peace in Afghanistan is that
most of those killed were students of a religious institution, particularly
graduates of the Holy Quran. The killing of students engaged in Quranic
studies is, indeed, loathsome. This has created ripples of hatred for the
Afghan government, particularly its forces, within Afghan society and people. Naturally an increasing number of Afghans would consider the Taliban,
the key insurgent group, and their struggle legitimate and justified. Historically, those insurgent and resistance movements which have the largescale support of the people in the area or countries where they operate,
are better poised to succeed. The Afghan Taliban as a group has survived
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for more than two decades and it could not be defeated by the US and
NATO forces as well as more than 300,000 Afghan National Security
Forces (ANSF) because of the social support which the group has had. It
is not only because of the superior military techniques or fighting skills of
the Taliban that they have remained invincible.
In the aftermath of the attack on Kunduz madrassah, the Taliban would
step up their attacks on the ANSF with increased vigour and enthusiasm.
This would further dim the prospects for peace negotiations between the
Taliban and the Afghan government. Here one important aspect is of note.
The gory attack on the seminary came after President Ghani offered the
Taliban to recognize it as a legitimate political movement so that the ground
for negotiations could be prepared. However, the Taliban refused to negotiate with the Afghan government but offered talks to Washington, which
according to the former has the real power to have meaningful talks, as opposed to the puppet President Ghani administration. Why did it happen that,
on the one hand, Ghani was offering talks and on the other hand the ANSF
made such an attack on a seminary killing at least 100 children? The reason
is that the Afghan establishment, particularly its security branches, have an
abundant presence of officials from the communist era and any reconciliation of the government with the Taliban is not in the individual or group interest of these officials. We have been pointing out this factor in these lines
since a long time. When the Taliban engaged in rare negotiations with the
Afghan government in a Pakistani hill resort some years back, the Afghan
intelligence agency, National Directorate of Security (NDS) revealed that
the Taliban founder, Mullah Omar, had been killed a couple of years back.
The information turned out to be correct, but divulging the same on the eve
of the talks between Kabul and the Taliban was aimed at torpedoing the
peace process, which ultimately evaporated into thin air. In fact, the communist-era Afghan officials, joined by new recruits think that if somehow
the Taliban join the Afghan government this would reduce their influence
and clout and many may also lose their positions and perks.
It is important to note that according to a New York Times report,
Afghanistan has the surprising number of 3,000 officials enjoying the rank
of general. The position is given as a bribe to those warlords, who express
their allegiance to the Afghan government. So how could one expect professionalism from such a force?
This, indeed, is a very explosive situation and casts long shadows on
the prospects for peace in Afghanistan. The institutions, including the
ANSF, which the US thinks it has raised in the war-ravaged country with
billions and billions of dollars could not be developed on sound footings.
Therefore, they are not up to the task for which they are meant. The US
and its allies should have taken more caution in raising the ANSF and other
state institutions. However, a lot of water has flown under the bridge and
the process of reforming the Afghan system of government is well-nigh impossible. The way forward is virtually invisible. The only way is to dismantle
the ANSF and other key government institutions and to build them from
scratch. The task is onerous, if not impossible, and the Americans seem
in no position, or of a mind, to undertake such reform.
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Nabbed

Disturbing signs
for politicians
Muhammad Ali

National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has filed a corruption reference
against two former Lieutenant Generals of the Pakistan Army. It has
launched an inquiry into the assets of former President General (retd) Pervez Musharraf. The Chaudhrys of Gujrat, who still have close links with
the establishment, have already appeared before the graft-busting institution at least thrice. These are really disturbing signs for politicians.
According to sources, lists have been complied of media house owners
and journalists, who have been on the payroll of the ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N). Some say few media house owners and journalists receive money from parties abroad to advance their agendas in
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Pakistan. They have bought properties in the UK, the UAE and other countries. They are expected to be summoned by NAB in weeks. Fearing action, they have already toned down their voice and opinion of the
establishment and the judiciary for which they are being paid by the ruling
party. Many legislators have quit the PML-N and dozens are expected to
leave it in weeks. Its fate will be sealed after former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif’s conviction in corruption, tax evasion and money laundering cases
by May 31, the new deadline set by the Supreme Court of Pakistan for an
Accountability Court to decide the cases.
Wary of NAB action, former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has hinted at

April 16-30, 2018

bringing about a law through an ordinance to suspend the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) law during the interim period of the caretaker
government. Talking to the media, he claimed he was not seeking relief
for himself or his family. “The NAB law should be suspended because it is
being used to pressurise politicians to change their loyalties. There should
be a level playing field for all. When elections are due in few months, using
the NAB law against politicians is unfortunate and Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Mian Saqib Nisar should take notice of it,” he said. It is said Prime
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi had requested Chief Justice Mian Saqib
Nisar to remove the time limit in verdicts in cases against Nawaz Sharif in
a recent meeting. He said the cases against the Sharif family should be
heard as normal cases until the formation of a caretaker government.
Nawaz Sharif wants to abolish the NAB law to bring permanent relief
for himself and politicians, who are facing corruption cases. He is even
willing to join hands with the Chaudhrys of Gujrat, who are also on the
NAB radar. It is said he has contacted them recently and they have sought
time to consider his proposal. He believes the Chaudhrys, for being close
to the establishment, can help improve his relations with it and save him
from corruption cases. It is said Nawaz Sharif has expressed his willingness to go to their residence and apologize to them over his past behaviour. However, the Chaudhrys think reconciliation with him at the time is
futile, but they are sill considering the option.
Reacting to Nawaz Sharif’s allegations that NAB is attempting to manoeuver elections in the garb of accountability, the national graft-busting
institution said it aimed to tarnish its image. “The allegations could not hinder NAB from working as per its defined mandate. The drop scene of the
accountability drama (under former NAB Chairman Qamar Zaman) has already taken place. The real story based on facts has just started to unfold.
Each and every individual involved in it will be exposed indiscriminately,”
it said in a statement.
NAB has widened its scope and filed corruption references against former ISI Chief and Pakistan Railways Minister Lt. Gen. (retd) Javed Ashraf
Qazi, former Federal Minister for Communication and Railways Lt. Gen.
(retd) Saeeduz Zafar, Maj. Gen. (retd) Hamid Hassan Butt, Brig. (retd)
Akhtar Ali Baig and others in the Royal Palm Golf Club corruption case. In
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year 2001, the Pakistan Railway offered the lease of the Golf Club, Lahore,
for a period of 33 years. During the bidding process, the lease period was
illegally enhanced to 49 years instead of 33. Moreover, the land that was
being offered was illegally increased from 103 acres to 140 acres by demolishing the Railway Officers Colony. It resulted in a loss of Rs 2 billion
to the national exchequer. Former Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudry’s son-in-law, the owner of the Eden Housing
Scheme, has also been summoned. NAB is also investigating PML-N Khyber Pakhtunkhwa President Ameer Muqam, a close aide to former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, for wealth beyond his known sources of income.
Almost all the top leadership of the PML-N is currently under investigation on corruption charges, including ex-Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Foreign Minister Khawaja Asif and Railway Minister Khawaja Saad
Rafique. Peshawar District Nazim Mohammed Asim Khan is under investigation for misuse of funds and distributing money among loyal employees
without fulfilling legal requirements. NAB is also probing the multi-billion
Metro Train project in Lahore. Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s sonin-law Ali Imran, has also been summoned with the record of his Lahore
plaza. Minister for National Health Services Saira Afzal Tarar is being
probed for corruption. Railway Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique and his
younger brother and Punjab Health Minister Khawaja Salman Rafique are
in a serious trouble because there are reports that NAB has found details
of their businesses and bank accounts in Thailand and Sri Lanka. NAB is
also probing Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) Ameer Maulana Fazlur
Rehman over acquisition of 600 kanals illegally in Dera Ismail Khan during
the Musharraf era.
Many arrests are expected in weeks. Most of them will be politicians
and a large majority would be form the ruling party. The ruling party can
also bring an ordinance to freeze the NAB law in the interim setup, but it
cannot work. It will be challenged and set aside by the court as NAB is a
constitutional and autonomous organisation and even the Supreme Court
of Pakistan cannot stop it from working. It appears all corrupt politicians
will be behind bars before or after the election and they would attempt to
malign NAB for political gains.
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Economics

The amnesty gimmick
Muhammad Zain

A new tax amnesty scheme of the government in its last days in power
is an admission of its absolute failure. The government has announced
it after its economic bubble popped by some recent reports on Pakistan’s
key indicators. The suspicious timing and limited scope of the package
indicate it is just window-dressing to cover up the weaknesses of the
economy.
According to experts, 65pc of Pakistan’s economy is still undocumented, only 0.4pc of the population pays taxes and over $10b is laundered out of the country annually. A massive increase in the income tax
exemption slab and lowering of the maximum tax rate to 15 per cent from
35pc for salaried and non-salaried individuals will likely to cause over
Rs90 billion losses to the national kitty. Instead of widening the tax net,
the so-called economic package of the government is likely to wipe out
nearly 521,000 taxpayers from the net. The government has also announced unprecedented relief in income tax rates to superrich people. It
is feared the package may cause harm to the country instead of any economic benefit.
The most surprising move is to enhance the exemption limit to Rs1.2
million from the existing Rs400,000 when the government is about to
complete its tenure on May 31, 2018. According to independent observers, it is pre-poll rigging, aimed to woo voters ahead of elections at
the cost of national interests. According the Federal Bureau of Revenue
(FBR), if the package is implemented in its current shape, it will halve
the number of existing taxpayers, who would disappear from the tax net
automatically. The income tax system has already deteriorated owing to
increasing reliance on withholding taxes. Most economists view withholding taxes in the current shape hit the poor the most.
The timing and limited scope of the amnesty package for foreign and
domestic undeclared assets are also suspicious. They raise doubts about
its credibility and purpose, at a time when a rejuvenated National Accountability Bureau (NAB) is investigating high-profile corruption cases
and a caretaker government is a few months away. At the time of its announcement, Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi said the reforms
aimed at clamping down on tax evaders. “Only 1.2 million Pakistanis file
income tax returns and of them, only 700,000 actually pay tax, while others file returns but pay no income tax,” he said and hoped the incentives
would invite more people to enter the tax net. Under the tax reforms
package, Computerized National Identity Card (CNIC) numbers will be
made National Tax Numbers (NTN) to monitor tax compliance of all citizens. Income tax brackets and percentages will be revised and there will
be complete tax exemption on an annual income up to Rs1.2m. The maximum percentage of 15pc will be levied on an income above Rs4.8m per
annum. Undeclared assets, held locally or abroad, can be declared after
payment of nominal penalties. Those, who avail the scheme, will be
granted one-time exemption from accountability laws. Tax to be collected
on all property transactions will be made uniform. The government will
have the right to purchase any property by paying 100pc over and above
its declared value within six months of its registration. The government
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will monitor citizens' financial records and issue notices if its finds evidence of tax evasion and penalties will be decided in the parliament.
Some experts say the main issue is not tax amnesty but protection
from criminal prosecution after having made the disclosure. Legislating
for protection from law enforcement, which will retain the right to ask
about the source of the funds declared under the scheme to determine
if they are the proceeds of crime, is almost impossible because the
Supreme Court has already ruled in the NRO case that criminal activity
cannot be absolved through legislation, they noted. No one can believe
the government that they will be safe under the scheme, considering that
the government has left with only two months. There is also no alternative
for the government on foreign assets of Pakistanis. The government does
not have access to data or any mechanism to identify, seize and repatriate foreign assets and in the circumstances, no one will intend to track
them down willingly, they observe. With a 2pc penalty, if the government
wishes to collect $100 million, it will need at least $5 billion to be declared
through the scheme. Assuming an average amount of $2m being declared per person, 2,500 people will need to avail the benefit of the
scheme, which is highly unlikely.
Economists say the government should expand its information on income and wealth records and move towards broadening the tax base.
Exemptions provided to select sectors may be reconsidered and gradually eliminated. If the government is really serious about bringing back
undeclared incomes and wealth from abroad, it should make efforts to
operationalise the already signed cooperation agreements with countries
where ill-gotten wealth exists. As usual, the government’s strategy is to
persuade rich tax evaders into whitening untaxed assets at nominal
rates, instead of announcing any major policy initiatives for fundamental
reforms in economic structure that can solve pressing issues, like resource mobilisation, fiscal and current account deficits, low exports, rising
imports, low foreign exchange reserves, surging debt, expensive energy
and unemployment.
It is a fact that the present government has mismanaged its five years
and failed to act upon many reasonable suggestions to overhaul the tax
system and raise revenue at the federal and provincial levels. The plan
to raise revenues through lowering of tax rates can only succeed through
strong enforcement. The government also failed to reform the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR). Enforcement of tax laws without any fear or
favour should have been the top priority of the federal and provincial governments but they had political reasons for inaction. The government has
relieved only on borrowing to run its affairs instead of economic reforms,
which was its manifesto. The result is every Pakistani owes Rs130,000
now and losses of public sector enterprises, including the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) and Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM), have exceeded
Rs1.2 trillion and circular debt of the power sector has reached over Rs1
trillion. The new economic scheme is a gimmick to cover up its failure to
check losses, expand the tax net, curb tax evasion, corruption and
money laundering.
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Justice

Sharifs' last-ditch
effort for relief
Shahid Hussain

The tone of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has become harsher
towards the judiciary after a surprise meeting between Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Mian Saqib Nisar and Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi. It appears the ruling party failed to obtain desired results for
its leadership in corruption, tax evasion and money laundering cases.
The Prime Minister’s House was mute after the meeting, held at the
Supreme Court on the prime minister’s request. It was widely speculated in the country that the prime minister had requested the chief justice for some relief for his boss and former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif. There was also talk of another National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO) in the country, especially after speculated meetings of
Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif with Army Chief Qamar Javed
Bajwa. The timing of the meeting was critical as cases against the
Sharif family are in the final stages in an Accountability Court. An official handout issued by the Supreme Court said the meeting had been
arranged at the prime minister’s request, received through Attorney
General Ashtar Ausaf. “It was held in a cordial atmosphere in the
chambers of the chief justice. The prime minister showed keen interest
in providing all possible assistance in revamping the judicial system
as visualised by the chief justice. He assured the CJP that the government would provide all possible resources to the judiciary to enable it
to provide speedy and inexpensive justice besides facilitating easy access of justice to the people,” it said.
The prime minister also highlighted the difficulties of the Federal
Board of Revenue and the tax department due to litigation involving
revenue in different courts. The chief justice assured the prime minister
that he would look into the matter and litigation would be fast-tracked.
The prime minister pledged full support for public interest litigation initiatives undertaken by the chief justice and assured him that all possible
steps would be taken to materialise his vision on free education, public
health, improvements in government hospitals and the provision of
quality and affordable health services, revamping medical education,
especially in private medical colleges, the provision of clean drinking
water, better sanitation and protection of environment, etc. The CJP assured the prime minister that the judiciary would continue to perform
its constitutional duties independently, fairly, transparently, without fear
or favour and strictly in accordance with law, the handout added.
According to some analysts, it was not a planned meeting as no
one in the PM’s Office was aware of it. The prime minister reached the
Supreme Court in a private car. The move was also seen as part of an
effort by the prime minister to convince the judiciary that the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML) government does not want to confront
it and to inform it about its difficulties after the judiciary’s active role in
questioning the quality of governance. It is said the initiative had come
against the backdrop of PM Abbasi’s recent interview to a private TV
channel in which he said that his government was ready to initiate dialogue with all institutions.
Reacting to the meeting, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
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Imran Khan said Premier Abbasi must have begged Chief Justice Mian
Saqib Nisar to save Nawaz Sharif through another National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO). Addressing a press conference, he said Abbasi
was working on a one-point agenda of protecting “Nawaz Sharif’s theft.”
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said it
was a last-ditch effort to save Nawaz Sharif but it failed. He believed
the CJP would uphold the rule of law as he was a man of principles,
though the prime minister had obviously tried to influence the judiciary.
According to some analysts, Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
had requested Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar to remove the time limit
in verdicts in cases against former Prime Nawaz Sharif in the meeting.
“Nothing incriminating has been proved against Nawaz Sharif in cases
in the Accountability Court so far and neither strong evidence nor witnesses have come forward in the case,” he informed the top judge and
requested that the cases against the Sharif family should be heard as
normal cases until the formation of a caretaker government. It is said
he had informed the CJP that he was not requesting him to play a role
in releasing Nawaz Sharif from the cases, rather only wanted that his
party be allowed to contest the general elections like all other parties.
“I feel the trial has been expedited to break up the PML-N or to create
hurdles for the party to contest the election. It looks like the Accountability Court has no other cases to hear except those against Nawaz
Sharif and his family,” he informed the chief justice. He also requested
him to remove a caretaker judge of the Supreme Court, who is overseeing progress of the cases against the Sharif family in the Accountability Court.
He also complained that Nawaz Sharif was not even allowed to visit
his ailing wife in London, which was against norms of a fair trial. “The
Accountability Court should at least give enough time to the Sharif family to contest the upcoming elections. Similar cases were also lodged
against former President Asif Ali Zardari and other politicians, which
have been pending for 20 years. Some have been decided recently.
We should also be provided with such relief,” he pleaded. It is said the
chief justice listened to him carefully but did not respond to any request.
Reacting to speculation and rising criticism, the prime minister said
he had visited the chief justice as a Faryadi (complainant) of Pakistan
and reiterated his stance that they could not expect justice for the
Sharif family from the Accountability Court. Nawaz Shairf has also
started targeting the chief justice more harshly. It indicates the ruling
party has failed to obtain relief for the Sharif family from the top court.
The chief justice is a man of principles and it is the first time in Pakistan’s history the powerful Sharif family is being held to account. An
NRO-like relief for the Sharifs is also impossible in the presence of
PTI Chairman Imran Khan in the country. The Musharraf-era NRO,
which facilitated the return of Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif from
exile after cases were dropped against them, would not have been
possible if Imran Khan had been as strong and popular at the time as
he is today.
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Growth

World economic outlook:
A changing pattern
Jahangir Hayat

Over the last two decades globalization has become an unstoppable juggernaut. Developments in one part of the world affect the daily lives of people in other corners of the globe. Crop failure in one country drives up
prices all over. Similarly, a production glut, say in China, causes a price
decline in Europe and America.
International organizations like the IMF, World Bank, OECD, EEC and
many others regularly come up with reports and forecasts that need to be
studied minutely by developing countries like Pakistan in order to adjust
their policies accordingly. The International Monetary Fund publishes the
World Economic Outlook every year which is a comprehensive report on
the state of the world economy. In its recent report, the IMF projected
global growth at 3.5 percent for 2017 and 3.7 percent for 2018, lowering
its forecast by 0.3 percentage points for both years. The IMF forecast a
slowdown in China and said that the euro area would continue to languish.
According to the IMF report, slower 2017 growth in China "reflects the welcome decision by the authorities to take care of some of the imbalances
which are in place and the desire to reorient the economy towards consumption and away from the real estate sector and shadow banking."
However, the IMF’s forecasts are far rosier than World Bank predictions
that the global economy would grow 3.3 percent in 2018. The IMF report
is largely in line with remarks by its Managing Director Christine Lagarde
some time back in which she said that falling oil prices and strong US
growth were unlikely to make the IMF more upbeat. According to the IMF,
the euro zone and Japan could suffer a long period of weak growth and
dangerously low inflation. Projections for emerging economies were also
cut back, with the outlook for oil exporters like Russia, Nigeria and Saudi
Arabia worsening the most. The IMF also lowered projections for Brazil
and India, two major BRICS countries. The United States was the only
silver lining in an otherwise dismal report for major economies, with its projected growth raised to 3.6 percent from 3.1 percent for 2017. The United
States’ performance is said to have partly compensated for the continuing
weakness in the euro area.
The Fund noted that the drop in world oil prices, which have fallen more
than 50 percent in recent years, is largely the result of OPEC not cutting
supplies. It expected the decrease in price to continue despite some temporary reversals followed by a downward movement again. The IMF report
noted two other likely consequences of oil price decline. Lower oil prices
will give central banks in emerging economies leeway to delay raising
benchmark interest rates, while some countries will also get a chance to
reform energy subsidies and taxes. On the other hand, the interests of
commodity importers and exporters will suffer a setback. Oil exporters
would be able to draw on funds they amassed when prices were high and
can allow for substantial depreciation in their currencies to dull the economic shock of plunging prices.
However, the prospects for the world economy seem to have improved
lately thanks to some new developments. The latest report in this regard
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has come from the Paris-based Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) which has sharply upgraded its economic forecasts for the euro zone because low oil prices and the European Central
Bank’s programme of quantitative easing have lifted hopes for the region’s
rapid recovery. The OECD has also raised its predictions for global growth,
predicting Japan and India will expand more than previously forecast.
In its Interim Economic Assessment, the OECD has said that it now expects the euro zone to grow from 1.4 per cent in 2017 to 2 per cent in 2018.
This is 0.3 percentage points faster than previously anticipated for both
years and in line with the latest forecasts from the ECB. According to the
OECD, the global economy is expected to grow by 4 per cent next year.
However, the OECD believes that global growth is excessively reliant on
monetary policy, and that governments need to accelerate structural reforms and increase investment spending to complement what central
banks are doing.
Germany, where wages are finally picking up after a long phase of stagnation, is expected to grow by 1.7 per cent this year, 0.6 percentage points
faster than the OECD predicted in its November report, and slightly higher
than last year. But the recovery is forecast to spread broadly across the
continent, with the OECD economists lifting their forecasts for France and
Italy by 0.3 and 0.4 percentage points to 1.1 and 0.6 per cent respectively.
The OECD report has painted a positive outlook for Japan, saying
that growth will accelerate to 1.4 per cent in 2018, faster than anticipated.
It also markedly upgraded the forecasts for India, which is now expected
to grow by 7.7 per cent next year. This is more than a percentage point
faster than previously thought, suggesting India will expand at a more
rapid pace than China over the next few years. At the same time, the
OECD has played down fears of deceleration of the US economy, leaving
its forecasts unchanged.
But there is also a downside. The OECD has warned that the environment of low inflation and low interest rates creates a growing risk of financial instability. It has pointed out that excessive reliance on monetary policy
alone is building up financial risks, while not yet reviving business investment. In this context it has recommended that a more balanced policy approach is needed, making full use of fiscal and structural reforms, as well
as monetary policy, to ensure sustainable growth over the longer term.
For Pakistan, both the IMF and OECD economic surveys contain
guidelines which we must study and follow to keep the economy on a
sustainable growth path. No doubt, there are new factors supporting
growth such as lower oil prices. But negative forces are also at work,
including the lingering legacies of the financial crisis and lower potential
growth in many countries. This militates against the prospects of growth
in exports. To cope with the challenges ahead, Pakistan will have to follow accommodative monetary policies and keep the real interest rates
low. Pakistan must also undertake overdue structural reforms to support
long-term growth.
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Provinces

Pakistan needs
administrative restructuring
Raza Khan
The once raging debate in the country of creating more federal administrative units or provinces although has subsided, but has not completely died
down and in the upcoming electioneering season the issue is going to rear
its head. On the other hand, instead of bifurcating provinces, a decision
has been taken to merge the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)
with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. All the leading political parties
apart from two small ones are supportive of the merger, which is quite
strange if seen in the historical demand of creating more provinces by dividing the existing ones.
Keeping in view the administrative issues and prevalent bad governance,
Pakistan needs to rationalize its administrative structure. This administrative
restructuring has many aspects but the most important is creating more viable and administratively functional units. The question of creation of more
provinces is extremely important for Pakistan because the population of the
country has increased manifold while the problems of the people have also
multiplied. When Pakistan came into existence the population of presentday Pakistan (at that time called West Pakistan before the separation of East
Pakistan to become Bangladesh) was more than 300,000 people whereas
today the population of Pakistan is estimated to be around 220 million. At
the time of the nascence of Pakistan there were three provinces in the existing Pakistan while Balochistan was given the status of a full-fledged
province in 1970. So with the rapid and huge increase in population and its
issues they could not be effectively addressed by just four provinces. Time
has proven very strongly that the provinces have failed to provide viable,
sustainable good governance structures and models. The reason is that
provincial governments have so many issues and pitfalls to negotiate, that
they are hardly up to the task.
This has been seen prominently by after the passage of the 18th Constitutional Amendment in April 2010, when the Concurrent List of the constitution and the subjects mentioned in the said list were handed over to the
provinces. However, what we have observed since the passage of the 18th
Constitutional Amendment is that the provinces have gargantuan issues incapacitating them from being able to come up with sound legislation and
policies regarding the large number of departments handed over to them.
At the same time, the establishment of the local government system in
the provinces has provided a constitutional cover and put in place district
governments across the country. However, most of these districts and lower
tiers of municipal structures have generally failed to deliver to the people and
address their key issues. The reason has been that the provinces have been
hesitant to decentralize powers and legal and financial authority to the districts and tehsil level governments. Resultantly, what we have seen is a kind
of an administrative hotchpotch with so many officials and departments but
little respite and relieve to the people in terms of provision of basic amenities
and solution of their basic problems. Against this backdrop, having more
provinces has become exigent. By having more provinces or federal administrative units the issue of lack of capacity of the provinces to deal with so
many departments could be meaningfully addressed. Whereas, by having
more provinces the local government structures could be made of genuine
use to help the people.
The debate on, and demand for, having more provinces in Pakistan is
quite old and has had political and ethnic reasons behind it. But in the pres-
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ent situation it has attained new importance. Last time the debate in the
country of having more provinces started during the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) government from 2008 to 2013. At that time the ruling PPP had revealed that having a Seraiki province may be included as part of the party’s
election manifesto for the next elections in 2013. Significantly, the main ruling party of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) and the long-time Pakhtun nationalist Awami National Party (ANP) chief Asfandyar Wali at that time had
declared that his party would not oppose the formation of a Hazara province
by separating the districts forming Hazara Division from KPK. On the other
hand, the debate regarding new provinces assumed a new and critical dimension when Chief Minister of the Punjab Shahbaz Sharif stated that there
should be a national consensus on the creation of new federating units that
and that Karachi should also be made a new province. Importantly, Sharif
did not oppose the restoration of Bahawalpur State as a new province by
separating it from the Punjab.
The debate of having more provinces was given a spur as part of the
18th Constitutional Amendment, NWFP was named as KhyberPakhtunkhwa, triggering strong reaction from the non-Pakhtoon community
of the province in the Hazara region. The Hindko speaking Hazara inhabitants started a strong agitation movement for the creation of the Hazara
province as the new name Khyber Pakhtunkhwa diluted their identity in the
renamed province.
Taking a cue from the people of Hazara, the people of the Seraiki areas
of the Punjab also started a campaign for a Seraiki province. Certain civil
society groups from the Federally Administered Tribal Areas like the FATA
Grand Alliance have expressed serious reservations over completely ignoring reforms in FATA in the 18th Constitutional Amendment package, and
have demanded making FATA a separate province.
Realistically speaking, there is no harm in creation of Hazara, Seraiki or
FATA provinces. It would result in efficient administration, as big provinces
cannot be governed, and have not been governed, effectively. However, the
problem is that the new provinces of Hazara and Seraikistan would be moreor-less based on linguistic and ethnic lines. However, if new provinces have
to be created, they ought not to be on linguistic and ethnic bases. This is the
most compelling force behind the demand for new provinces at the moment
and therein is its biggest defect. Because having provinces on ethnic basis
can never guarantee a functional federation and efficient administration.
The case of FATA is also quite interesting. The name of KhyberPakhtunkhwa incidentally has linked FATA with the NWFP. Because Khyber
i.e. historical Khyber Pass and Khyber Agency are part of FATA. This has
also raised resentment among the tribesmen, who demand making FATA a
new province. Although FATA’s 99% population comprises of Pakhtuns,
most of the tribesmen seems to favour a separate province. This is, indeed,
a logical demand and may result in efficient administration in the hitherto
ungovernable territory. However, despite this the FATA Reforms Committee
headed by Sartaj Aziz came up with recommendations to merge FATA with
KP. These recommendations have to be implemented over a period of five
years: first, this is not possible, but if given practical shape would be disastrous. The main solution of all our administrative issues is to create viable,
sustainable administrative units. In this writer’s opinion, the merger of FATA
with KP would not constitute a viable unit.
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Energy

The menace of power
sector circular debt
Jahangir Hayat

There are reports that the circular debt has reached new heights; almost doubling from the levels back in 2013. The highest figure suggested is Rs 922 billion for total circular debt in the country’s energy
chain, including the Rs 450 parked separately with the Power Holding
Private Limited (PHPL) that has the purpose of raising funds from commercial banks. Recently, the Ministry of Power Division has reported
that circular debt has increased to over Rs 750 billion, which is still a
significant jump from 2013 levels.
In 2013, when the PML-N government took charge, it decided to
eliminate this menace in just one go. As a result, the government
ended up paying Rs 480 billion for the debt retirement. It was wellknown that the relief from the move would be temporary, and hence
the dragon started lifting its head with alacrity, reaching levels it has
not seen before.
In the Asian Development Bank’s recently published assessment
of $7 billion loan approved in 2005 for the country’s energy sector to
shape its future line of action, circular debt continues to be the top
power sector challenge. The report titled, Sector Assistance Programme Evaluation (SAPE) for the Pakistan Power Sector highlights
that there has been limited action in addressing the underlying causes
of the circular debt, which has kept investments at less than desired
levels until 2017. One underlying factor for the rise in circular debt is
a lack of focus on the transmission and distribution aspect of power
supply amid the country’s increased focus on adding capacities. The
losses in the transmission and distribution system have remained there
for a long time.
Other causes for the circular debt menace as highlighted by the
ADB in its earlier supplementary documents still remain unaddressed
at large. These include weak governance, delayed release of Tariff Differential Subsidy by the Finance Ministry, issues in revenue collection
by the distribution companies that still remain in some areas, delays
in tariff determination by Nepra and liquidity issues due to the fuelprice methodology.
Where the last formula of ad hoc payment to the sector didn’t pan
out right, the government has reportedly worked out a new circular
debt settlement plan where initially around Rs 80 billion will be cleared
by raising funds from commercial banks. Beware, the debt servicing
cost is planned to be recovered from the electricity customers.
How far the plan succeeds is what would be interesting especially
with the elections around the corner. The ADB has also set alarm bells
ringing with its evaluation of the CPEC energy projects in the wake of
increasing circular debt levels. It says, “…Given that the circular debt
problem has not yet been resolved, it is not clear how the CPEC has
induced several private enterprises from Pakistan and PRC in investing in new IPP projects, when they might not get paid”.
A principal reason why circular debt is rising is that the transmission
losses in Pakistan’s energy sector are one of the highest in the world.

18

In its recently issued performance assessment of GENCOs, Nepra put
the energy loss by these state-run power generation companies at a
whopping 15 billion KWh. An equivalent figure in dollars would be
close to $1.5 billion in losses for FY15-FY16. According to the Nepra’s
determination of 1,263MW R-LNG project at Jhang, the total project
cost was roughly $800 million. To quantify the opportunity cost of this
$1.5 billion loss, the government could have set up almost two
1,263MW R-LNG power plants inclusive of their CAPEX and financing
costs in this amount.
This loss was borne by the taxpayer at the end of the day while
GENCOs have paid a paltry fine of Rs15 million imposed by the regulator. It may also be mentioned here that Nepra also imposed a fine of
Rs5 million on the National Transmission and Despatch Company Limited (NTDCL) for failing to comply with prescribed limits for voltage and
frequency fluctuations. If the quantum of losses is assessed, then
these fines are peanuts by comparison. Last year, the Auditor General
of Pakistan (AGP) put the aggregate financial losses in the power sector due to poor governance and financial mismanagement at a whopping Rs1.3 trillion rupees. That is almost equal to 4 percent of
Pakistan’s annual GDP.
As things stand today, fines alone will not bring about any change
in the management of state-run institutions in the power sector. All
state enterprises are in bad shape. Over the years that state control
has become synonymous with negligence, poor governance and corruption.
When asked by the regulator as to the reasons for remaining on
excessive standby mode, GENCOs cited National Power Control Centre (NPCC) and fuel constraints. An investigation should be launched
to ascertain the basis for keeping average utilisation criminally low with
TPS Guddu at 11 percent and GTPS Faisalabad at 15 percent. This
was done when generation cost of furnace oil and gas generation was
considerably lower than the previous year. The past years have certainly confirmed that the NTDC has severe limitations when it comes
to energy demand forecasting. But it seems its ability to optimize generation according to the merit order is also curtailed in light of these
revelations.
There is no doubt about the equipment deterioration, lack of scheduled and preventive timely maintenance and absence of technical expertise in GENCOs as well as NTDC. But the problem is that when all
institutions are state-run and Nepra’s role has also been reduced, circular debt will only continue to increase exponentially.
The past decade has seen increasing power tariffs, unmanageable
load shedding and accumulation of trillions of rupees in circular debt.
Yet, government institutions continue to toss the blame to each other.
According to experts, the only long term solution to make the power
sector operationally and financially viable is through increased private
sector participation.
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Terrorism

How to survive
Faheem Amir

On April 2, four members of a Christian family were gunned down in
Quetta. The family was travelling in a rickshaw when unknown armed men
on a motorcycle intercepted them and opened fire. The family belonged
to Punjab and was visiting relatives in the Balochistan capital. “It appears
to have been a targeted attack,” provincial police official Moazzam Jah
Ansari said. “It was an act of terrorism,” he added. The attack occurred a
day after Pakistan’s Christian community celebrated Easter. ISIS has
claimed responsibility for the attack. An Islamic State press statement released on April 3, said that a "covert unit" of ISIS militants "managed to
target a number of the combatant Christians." The statement adds that the
militants "shot them with a pistol, which resulted in the killing of four of
them, and all praise is due to Allah."
It is a fact that the Christian community is facing many terror attacks
in Pakistan. Terror orgaisations like ISIS and the TTP, Jamaat-ul-Ahrar,
Jundallah, etc., are attacking the community repeatedly.
In December 2017, ISIS killed nine Christians and injured around 50
others when suicide bombers struck a church in Quetta. In May 2017, ISIS
kidnapped two Chinese nationals from Quetta.The group blamed them for
preaching Christianity and killed them later.
A Taliban splinter group, the JuA (Jamaat-ul-Ahrar), killed around 80
Christians, including children and women, and wounded at least 300 others in a suicide blast in Gulshan-i-Iqbal park, Lahore in 2016. The Christians were celebrating Easter in the park. The JuA also killed around 70
people, mostly lawyers, and injured many in a suicide bomb attack at
Quetta’s Civil Hospital in 2016.
In 2016, a Taliban splinter group targeting Christians killed a bystander
and injured three members of Pakistan's security forces when suicide
bombers struck a Christian neighbourhood near Warsak Dam on the outskirts of Peshawar.
In 2013, a twin suicide bombing killed at least 125 people and injured
over 250 at All Saints Church in Peshawar. The Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistanlinked Islamist group Jundallah claimed responsibility for the attack.
Other minorities like the Ahmadies, Shia Hazara, etc are also being
attacked by the militants frequently. These militant organisations want to
destabilise Pakistan. They are also trying to ignite sectarian violence in
the country, especially in Balochistan. The Lashkar-i-Jhangvi has already
killed many Hazaras in different attacks in the province.
On 16 February, 2013, the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi killed at least 110 people,
belonging to the Hazara community, and 200 injured after a bomb hidden
in a water tank exploded at a market in Hazara Town on the outskirts of
Quetta. On 1 April, one person, belonging to the Hazara community was
killed and another injured.
IS and the LJ have also carried out a number of joint operations in
Pakistan. IS has also attacked Lal Shahbaz Qalandar shrine in Sehwan in
2017, killing at least 75 people including women and children. The NACTA
chief has already warned that IS poses a real danger to Pakistan. The
presence of IS and the LJ in Balochistan is a serious threat to the security
of the country. It is the duty of the state to take every action for wiping out
their safe havens in Balochistan.
But, unfortunately, the PML-N government has already forgotten the
National Action Plan (NAP). It is only interested to save its corrupt leadership. It is blind to the real threat and danger to the country.
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Even the United Nations Security Council’s consolidated list of terrorist
individuals and entities has included 139 entries from Pakistan. According
to Dawn, "The list — updated and accessed on Tuesday(3rd April) —
identifies all those individuals who have lived in Pakistan, operated from
there or have been associated with groups that used Pakistani territory for
carrying out their operations, from Al Qaeda’s Ayman al-Zawahiri to known
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) activists. The first person on the list is Ayman alZawahiri, Osama bin Laden’s heir apparent. The UN data claims that he
is still hiding somewhere “in the Afghanistan-Pakistan border area”. Several of his lieutenants are also on the list who, the UN believes, are hiding
with him. The second person on the list is another internationally known
terrorist, Ramzi Mohammad bin al-Sheibah, who is identified as a Yemeni
national, arrested in Karachi and handed over to the US authorities. More
than a dozen suspected terrorists are listed in the same category, arrested
in Pakistan and handed over to the US authorities. Some of them had Pakistani passport, issued by various Pakistani missions in the Middle East
and renewed in Pakistan. The list also includes Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar,
an Indian national who, according to the UN Security Council, has held
several Pakistani passports issued in Rawalpindi and Karachi.
The UN claims that he owns a “palatial bungalow in the hilly area of
Noorabad, Karachi”. LeT’s Hafiz Mohammad Saeed is listed as a person
also wanted by Interpol for his involvement in terrorist activities. Haji Mohammed Yahya Mujahid, LeT’s media contact, and Hafiz Saeed’s
deputies, Abdul Salaam and Zafar Iqbal, are listed under him. Like Hafiz
Saeed, they are all wanted by Interpol. LeT is listed with its various aliases,
such as al-Mansoorian, Paasban-i-Kashmir, Paasban-i-Ahle Hadith, Jamaatud Dawa and Falah-i-Insaniat Foundation. Terrorist entities that were
allegedly based in Pakistan, worked from there or had links to Pakistani
individuals, include Al Rasheed Trust, Harkatul Mujahideen, Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, Wafa Humanitarian Organisation, Jaish-e-Mohammed, Rabita Trust, Ummah Tameer-i-Nau, Afghan Support
Committee, Revival of Islamic Heritage Society, Lashkar-i-Jhangvi, Al-Harmain Foundation, Islamic Jihad Group, Al Akhtar Trust International,
Harkatul Jihad Islami, Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, Jamaatul Ahrar and
Khatiba Imam Al-Bukhari. Some of them are listed as based in the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border area.
On the other hand, a top Emirati security official, Lt. Gen. Dhahi Khalfan, took to Twitter to denounce Pakistanis, accusing them of being a "dangerous threat to Gulf societies". On April 1, Lt. Gen. Dhahi Khalfan, who is
the head of general security of Dubai, wrote in Arabic: "The Pakistanis
pose a serious threat to the Gulf communities for the drugs they bring with
them to our countries. The security official, who was the head of Dubai Police Force until 2013, termed it a "national duty to stop hiring Pakistanis”.
“Why are the Indians disciplined while disruption, crime, and smuggling
are prevalent in the Pakistani community?” he wrote, according to uaeviral.com.“ We became strict with the Bengalis because of the criminal tendencies they have shown. Pakistanis must be placed under an increased
level of inspection.” Then, our Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi's exemplary insult at the US airport clearly indicates that Pakistan is losing respect in the world due to its corruption and other bad policies. We are living
in an age of "co-existence or no-existence". The state should change its
old policies if it wants to survive and earn respect in the comity of nations.
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Education

Let them proceed beyond
primary education!
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Ameena Shah is a brilliant student. She can become a doctor, an engineer, an architect an IT expert, or any respected professional, if she is
provided with an opportunity to continue her education after passing her
fifth grade examination.
She was a regular, very punctual student at the Government Primary
School, Spin Ali Banda village in tehsil Lachi of district Kohat (KhyberPakhtunkhwa province), last year.
Ameena is the eldest among her four siblings. The other three are also
studying in the same primary school currently. But in the next three, or
four years, they are also going to face the same fate: discontinuation of
education, if no middle school is opened in their own village, Spin Ali
Banda, or their father changes his profession.
Zaman Shah, the father of Ameena, is a truck driver. For most of the
month, he has to stay out of his village, in Kohat, the district headquarters,
or any part of the country for delivery of the goods, booked for his vehicle.
Himself being semi-literate, Zaman Shah wants Ameena and his other
children to get an education. But he’s not that committed to it that he
would change his profession, as his wife suggests, to pick and drop them
at the nearest middle school, situated at a distance of almost seven kilometres from his village.
This is not the story of one Ameena Shah who has to abandon her education after passing her fifth class; there are hundreds and thousands
others in Kohat district, and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa at large, who have to
stop going to school for not having one in their village and town.
The fact also been highlighted by the Pakistan District Education
Rankings 2017, released by Alif Ailaan, an education initiative, in the beginning of the current year. The rankings reveal that a lot of school-going
children in the country are out of school because of a lack of schools
above the primary level, confirming previous concerns by the campaign
on education.
"For every four primary schools in Pakistan, there is only one school
above primary level. This means that most children who pass Class 5 do
not have schools to continue their education. The large out-of-school population of the country is a direct product of this failure."
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa is a typical example of the situation. On the one
side, the province has been appreciated by a nongovernmental organisation’s report for allocating budget for opening of a number of primary
schools in the province and spending money on providing these institutions with the required infrastructure. However, on the other hand, it has
taken a lot of flak for not building middle and high schools to meet the
needs of those completing their primary education.
The report analysing the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government’s
reforms and challenges in the education sector during five years has
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painted a bleak picture of girls’ education in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. “Girls
are at a greater disadvantage with almost half of them (51%) in KhyberPakhtunkhwa not attending the schools,” revealed the report quoting the
Pakistan Education Statistics, 2015-16, data.
The report titled Five years of education reforms: KP wins, losses and
challenges for the future 2018-23, was launched by the Alif Ailaan in the
last week of March 2018. However, the report appreciated the provincial
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government for spending around Rs. 30 billion on infrastructure development including construction of classrooms, boundary walls, electrification,
drinking water, and washrooms. The report said that Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
is leading in terms of primary schools infrastructure development.
"Strides to improve primary school infrastructure in the KhyberPakhtunkhwa province are demonstrated by the fact that their lowest
ranked district is Shangla at 62," the report highlighted. According to Alif
Ailaan ranking for primary school infrastructure, the first seven districts –
Tank, Kohat, Bannu, Peshawar, Karak, Dera Ismael Khan and
Charsadda, belong to Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province. Then only one district, Gujrat comes from Punjab province and then two more districts –
Lakki Marwat and Swabi belong to KP.
Interestingly, soon after the report was released, Pakistan Tehreek-iInsaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan tweeted: "Alif Ailaan has put out these
amazing figures on District Education Rankings for 2017. Nine of the 10
top districts are from KP; only one from Punjab. In the same survey for
2016, nine of top 10 were from Punjab; none was from KP. A great
achievement by PTI govt in KP in critical field of education."
However, seemingly validating the concern raised by Alif Ailaan, Khan
chose to highlight the "primary school infrastructure scores" instead of
overall education scores.
As far as over rankings of districts are concerned, only one KP district,
Haripur — which is placed at the top of the rankings — is among the top
10. Five AJK districts and four districts from Punjab make up the remaining list.
According to the list, the top ten district are: Haripur (KP). Faisalabad,
Gujranwala, Sheikhupura, all from Punjab; Bagh, Muzaffarabad, Kotli and
Poonch from AJK, and Sargodha and Bahawalpur again from Punjab.
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab, according to the Alif Ailaan district
rankings, also dominate the "middle school infrastructure scores", with
two top districts for the metric being Malakand and Swabi, while the next
eight are from Punjab. These districts include: Malakand and Protected
Area (KP), Swabi (KP), Layyah (Punjab), Chakwal (Punjab), Lodhran
(Punjab), Pakpattan (Punjab), Attock (Punjab), Bahawalnagar (Punjab),
Gujrat (Punjab), Vehari (Punjab).
According to the report, KP has seen slight progress in enrolment
numbers at the primary level and a significant improvement at the high

April 16-30, 2018

school level. The enrolment rate has increased by 4.54% at primary level,
2.3% at middle level and 26.96% at high level.
However, the report adds that the challenge of providing access to all
children of primary school-going age is yet to be resolved, which is the
most significant test of the government’s committment to provide access
to children between the ages of 10 and 16 years to middle, high and
higher secondary schools.
The report draws the government’s attention towards a massive imbalance between the provision of primary and post-primary schools
across the province. The report said that currently, 9.76% and 8.13% of
all schools are middle and high schools, respectively. “The gap is enormous considering that the right to education under Article 25A of the constitution gives the right to education for all children from five to sixteen
years of education.”
=The report reveals that primary schools outnumber cumulative middle and high schools by a ratio of 4:1. This disparity in numbers means
that students are forced to travel further from homes to access schooling
beyond the primary level causing low retention rate as well as the persisting gender gap at the middle and high school level.
Ameena Shah and other such girls are, thus, deprived of their right to
education after passing their primary class as their parents cannot afford
sending them to schools situated at long distances.
The report also drew the government’s attention towards the low quality of education. “The challenge of improving learning outcomes of students enrolled in schools across KP needs emergent attention. The report
said the scores achieved by children of KP in the tests conducted by National Education Assessment System are disappointingly low, indicating
the distance that had yet to be covered in way of ensuring quality education and learning.
Elementary and Secondary Education Minister Mohammad Atif Khan,
however, does not miss an opportunity to relate the other achievements
of the KP education department. In a brief chat with this writer at a seminar in Peshawar recently, he termed establishment of playgrounds in
schools and sports tournaments, technology and science initiative in
schools, students’ assessment at primary and middle level, independent
monitoring unit and school quality management initiative, “great accomplishments of the provincial government”.
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Militancy

Sources of extremism
in Pakistan
Ali Changezi Sandhu

Street agitation, target-killing based on faith, sectarian conflict, indoctrination, blind faith, terrorist activities and politicizing religion are the manifestation of Islamic militancy in Pakistan. The role of Pakistan in the Soviet
invasion provided footing to militant organizations and groups to sprout.
Particularly, the post-9/11 war on terror aggravated the situation of law and
order not only in Pakistan but also in war-ridden Afghanistan. The rapid
growth and expansion of a vast amount of literature dealing with the phenomenon of Islamic extremism was also the product of the American-led
war on terror that drove Pakistan into the quagmire of terrorism, extremism,
narrow interpretation of Quranic texts and sectarianism. According to the
book, The Deadly Embrace: Religion, Politics and Violence in India and
Pakistan 1947-2002 edited by Ian Talbot, the Jihadi literature includes the
congressional hearings in Washington D.C, parliamentary reports, official
memoranda, and sociological research into Muslim societies. For political
and strategic objectives, USA and Pakistan articulated a particular narrative following their interests. They formulated, authenticated and projected
the narrative and waged the war for mutual benefits.
Many books, documentaries, articles and reports conclude that
methodological individualism is the motivational and driving force among
Muslims to join terrorist activities. The impulse or conduct has historical
multi-linear approach regarding militant strategies. Thus, there is dire need
to bring structural acquaintance and rationalization between society and
state. Then, the structural approach must be applied on global level in
order to comprehend the dimensions of terrorism or militancy.
The write-up will focalize on context rather than text, collectivity
rather than individualistic approach and continuity of terrorist activities
under the aegis of political activities. The context, in fact, is based on the
violent and non-violent modes of political behavior exercised by Islamist
forces. Pakistani history has shifting paradigms and patterns of Islamic
groups attitudes depending on their position and socio-political environment in various spans of time. For example, Islamic militant groups were
more active in the Zia era. They were financed and assisted with modern
weapons and conceptual-feeding. All factors thrive in the country’s Muslim
majority in conceptual polarization between various sects and sub-sects.
The further division was between Ulema and the secular ruling elite, and
then between Islam and the West. The militant struggle of Islamist groups
for political ascendency, war against the West by terming them non-believers, to impose rule of Shariah on the whole world, and Western policies
toward the Muslim world have become leading causes of Islamic insurgency not only in Pakistan but also in the rest of the world. For instance,
Al-Qaida and ISIS work at a global level, while TTP confines itself to the
South Asian countries.
Focalizing organizational potential and future direction of Islamic
militancy in Pakistan, the prolonged crisis of civil-military relations paved
the way for Islamic parties and groups to enter the national political discourse. Pakistan emerged as a constitutional state, and its legal system
is based on British common law, according to the research article “Political Sources of Islamic Militancy in Pakistan” written by Mohammad
Waseem. He further enunciates that the state apparatuses in Pakistan
display a fundamentally secular character in both structural and operational contexts, even as Islamic ideology gradually dominated the selfimage of the people at large. To him, public policy remained secular,
while the national profile became increasingly Islamic. For example, Hu-
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dood Ordinances and other Islamic laws were formulated and included
in the penal code of Pakistan, later.
Alliance of Islamic parties under the sway of the Muttahida Majlis
Amal (MMA) took some precautionary measures to make up its government in KPK in 2002. The MMA government operationalized the Islamic
agenda to Islamize the whole socio-political scenario. Sectarian division
aggravated socio-political as well as legal discourses. Religio-political parties played their important role in provision of Islamic footings and justifications to Jihad for material benefits. Madrassahs were established on a
large scale. Thus, the process of indoctrination attained an upper hand
and sectarian division along with escalating role of Islamic militancy enveloped the country devastatingly.
A rational approach should be inculcated in the minds of the public
in order to distinguish good and bad following the exponential globalized
changes in socio-political dynamics. The government must reformulate its
foreign policy to mitigate the effects of militancy with special reference to
Trump’s policy toward South Asia. Terrorism and Muslim militancy must
be analyzed sociologically and psychologically. In the coming elections of
2018, government and law and enforcement agencies must not allow extremist and religious political parties to conduct elections, which have links
with militant, sectarian and terrorist organizations. Check and balance on
religio-political parties must be strict as these elements will vitiate the social, political, ethical, religious and legal frame-work of the country by becoming part of the system. They will struggle to secure their illegitimate
objectives through loopholes in the system. Their participation in elections
on the slogan of religion or sects will prove lethal for Pakistan in the course
of time. This aspect will be grist to the mill for anti-Pakistan actors to force
the world powers to formulate aggressive policies, of which the role of India
and Israel is a blatant example in Trump’s policy-making regarding Pakistan and South Asia.
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Your View
Thar: wheat distribution

Israel’s confession
THE recent admission by Israel of destroying the suspected Syrian nu-

RECENTLY Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah

clear facility in 2007 is another ominous sign of the dangers inherent in

approved the establishment of the Thar Foundation

the fragile Middle East political landscape.

with the objective of developing social sectors such

Now a new and more worrying dimension is the decision by US President

as education, health and water supply. Quite re-

Donald Trump to appoint John Bolton as his national security adviser.

cently, we also saw the provincial government an-

Bolton, a former US envoy to the UN, was an unremorseful supporter of

nouncing the resumption of free wheat distribution

removing Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein.

amongst Tharis after taking notice of the drought-

Till this day, Iraq has been unable to recover completely from that disas-

like situation there.

trous military aggression. So could Iran be possibly the next target of

There is no doubt that Thar possesses huge de-

Bolton given the strained Saudi-Iran relations over the conflict in Yemen?

posits of coal and despite the initiation of work on

The Trump administration has openly opposed the nuclear deal between

exploring these reserves, one has seen little activ-

the West and Iran. Washington’s decision to recognise Jerusalem as the

ity by either the federal or provincial governments

Israeli capital has further inflamed the situation.

to ensure the provision of the basic amenities of

With no love lost between Israel and Iran and the growing nexus between

life to the local people. This is the reason that peo-

Washington and Riyadh under the current Saudi leadership, it is widely

ple are still dying in the area. Just a few days ago,

believed that the release of an Israeli video is a strong message to Iran.

the outbreak of measles and malnutrition claimed

Israel in the past had destroyed Iraqi nuclear reactor in a daring aerial

the lives of five children.

operation.

The provincial government should start distribution

Now equipped with the state-of-the-art stealth F-35 warplanes, it is be-

of wheat immediately. At the same time, the provin-

lieved that Israel has the capability to strike at the Iranian nuclear facili-

cial government should also take initiatives for

ties using possibly Saudi air space.

training the youth in different market-oriented

This setting could occur any time in the future with the blessing of the

skills.
Baba Faiz

Trump administration.

Balochistan

Fawad Hashmey
Lahore

Education quality

Country on autopilot

PAKISTAN has a low literacy rate despite the efTHIS country is running on autopilot. There is no proper planning or vi-

forts made by the government. Over the years the

sion for development. There is no institution or department that is going

public school system has failed to provide educa-

to plan for progress; most departments are working according to the pre-

tion for all.

1947 methodology.

The failure of public schools has created space for

We can become a developed country only if we have proper vision and

private schools. These lack many things but the

dreams. Former US president Obama once said: “I do not want just the

biggest of all is that they hire untrained teachers

same old crowd in Washington who do the same old things the same old

who don’t take their profession seriously. With due

way. Change would be the dominant factor.” We cannot achieve any

respect, these are mostly women who have not

progress using the same methods as we have for 70 years. Allam Iqbal

planned to teach as a career and are going to get

saw a dream of a separate country. This dream gave direction and a path

“settled down” soon. For them, teaching at a private

to the Muslims of the subcontinent. Quaid-i-Azam turned the dream into a

school requires no professional commitment.

reality.Unfortunately, our present leadership is without any vision and

Low salaries paid to teachers by private school

dream for the nation. Each party is selling its own theory for getting a

managements are also partially to blame for this

majority in parliament and Senate. Our leadership should think for the

situation. Unfortunately, this leaves a negative ef-

country and the people. “Opportunities are always for those who are fully

fect on young students. The dearth of qualified

prepared, and for those who are independent-minded, aspiring and per-

teachers makes the learning process difficult and

severing,” said Xi Jinping.

pushes students into a never-ending abyss.
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Parents’ presence promotes
a child’s pluck

Some frogs may be bouncing back
after killer chytrid fungus

Rachel Ehrenberg
The bond between
parent and child is
powerful enough to
override fear. New
research
shows
that if a parent sits
with a young child
during a potentially
scary situation, the
child isn’t as afraid
of it later.
The study is in line with research suggesting that during particular stages
of development, a strong connection with a caregiver tamps down activity
in the amygdala, the brain structure that helps process fear and spurs
the fight-or-flight response. “Fight or flight is pointless if you are tiny,” said
developmental neuroscientist Nim Tottenham of Columbia University,
who presented the work at a Cognitive Neuroscience Society meeting.
For young kids, the bond with a caregiver not only helps ensure survival
but also makes kids feel safe, enabling them to approach the world with
confidence, Tottenham said. “Attachment is a strategy that has worked
very well; it trumps everything.”
Kids from ages 3 to 5 were shown two shapes — a green triangle and a
blue square. Just the square was accompanied by a loud, fingers-on-thechalkboard kind of noise. Some kids had a parent sitting next to them
while they saw the shapes; others sat with a researcher. After the parents
left, kids chose which door to go through to get a present: one with the
scary blue square on it, the other with the innocuous green triangle.
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Susan Milius
It’s tough to be a frog
once a killer skin fungus moves in. But, in
Panama, the amphibians might be
fighting back, researchers propose.
More than a decade
ago, an amphibiankilling chytrid fungus nicknamed Bd swept through the country. Now some
frog species that had nearly vanished from three regions are growing easier to spot again. But tests of the pathogen find no signs that it is weakening, says disease ecologist Jamie Voyles at the University of Nevada,
Reno. With the fungus as dangerous as ever, frogs becoming resistant to
the pathogen might be enabling the recovery, Voyles and her colleagues
reported.
Despite any glimmer of hope, it’s too early to celebrate frog recovery,
protests ecologist Karen Lips at the University of Maryland in College Park.
She doesn’t doubt that researchers have found frogs in the devastated regions, but wants more rigorous monitoring before talking population trends.
The three areas in the study have special resonance. They’re where Lips
and other scientists set up a disaster watch as they realized that Bd, short
for Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis, was sweeping through Central America, killing many amphibians in its path. As the deadly wave approached,
the researchers collected data and living animals in the hope they would
help in before-and-after studies. The fungus attacked Lips’ site, El Copé,
in 2004 and the other two sites in 2006 and 2007.
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Are meat eaters contributing to climate change?
Robert Preidt
Beef is a major source of greenhouse gas emissions associated with food
production, researchers said in a new study.
They found that one-fifth of Americans account for nearly half of all U.S.
food-related greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.
And America's love affair with beef is the main reason, said Martin Heller,
the study's first author. "Reducing the impact of our diets -- by eating fewer
calories and less animal-based foods -- could achieve significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions in the United States," said Heller, a researcher with the University of Michigan School for Environment and
Sustainability. "It's climate action that is accessible to everyone, because
we all decide on a daily basis what we eat," he added.
For various reasons, "the production of both beef cattle and dairy cows is
tied to especially high emissions levels," Heller and his colleagues said in
a university news release. These bovines eat lots of feed that involves use
of fertilizers and other substances manufactured through energy-intensive
processes. There's also the fuel used by farm equipment. "In addition,
cows burp lots of methane, and their manure also releases this potent
greenhouse gas," the researchers said. Heller's team created a database
on the environmental effects of producing more than 300 types of foods.

They linked that to
data on the diets of
more than 16,000
U.S. adults.
The
researchers
found that on any
given day, 20 percent of Americans
were responsible for
46 percent of all
food-related greenhouse emissions in the country. Those with the greatest
impact were linked with eight times more emissions than those with the
lowest impact. Beef consumption accounted for 72 percent of the difference in greenhouse gas emissions between the highest and lowest groups,
according to the study. The researchers only looked at emissions from food
production. Emissions from processing, packaging, distribution, refrigeration and cooking of food would likely increase total emissions by 30 percent
or more, according to Heller. "A big take-home message for me is the fact
that high-impact diets are such a large part of the overall contribution to
food-related greenhouse gases," Heller said.

Want to live longer? Eating less might be the key
Dennis Thompson
Putting just a bit less on your dinner plate each day might be key to a longer
life, preliminary research suggests.
People who reduced their caloric intake by just 15 percent over two years experienced a significant decrease in their metabolism, according to a small
clinical trial. These folks also saw improvements in biomarkers associated
with slower aging and longer life span, said lead researcher Leanne Redman.
She's an associate professor of clinical sciences at Pennington Biomedical
Research in Baton Rouge, La. Specifically, they developed a lower core body
temperature, lower blood sugar and insulin levels, and significant drops in
hormones that moderate metabolism, researchers reported. "We know these
things are lower in people who live longer lives," Redman said.
Aging studies in animals have tied lower calorie intake to longer lives, but this
is the first clinical trial to bridge the gap between animals and humans, said
Rozalyn Anderson, an expert with the American Federation for Aging Research who reviewed the findings. "So much of what they're reporting is entirely consistent with what we've seen in our monkey studies," said Anderson,
an associate professor who studies aging and calorie restriction at the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health. "We've got a match
between the monkeys and the humans, and that's absolutely brilliant. This is
a really neat gap to have closed in terms of aging biology," she said. For this
trial, Redman's team recruited 34 healthy people with an average age of 40
to follow a calorie-restricted diet for two years. Researchers taught the study
participants how to cut 25 percent of their daily caloric intake using three different models of a healthy diet, Redman said. The participants then were free
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to follow their diet by any means they chose. "On their own, they achieved a
15 percent reduction in calorie intake that was sustained for the two years,
which is pretty remarkable," Redman said. On average, the group lost about
20 pounds, mostly in the first year, even though half entered the study at normal weight and the rest were only modestly overweight, Redman said.
Tests showed changes in metabolism and body processes mirroring those
that have been linked to longer life span in animals and people, Redman said.
The participants also had a significant reduction in oxidative stress related to
their lowered metabolism.
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Film

Ready Player One

Gholam

Robbie Collin

Mark Kermode

If Steven Spielberg is the Willy Wonka
of cinema, will he ever find his Charlie
Bucket? As the 71-year-old filmmaker
continues to wade through what has
become an absurdly fruitful late period, the sheer depth and scale of his
influence becomes clearer with every
passing blockbuster.
On the one hand, there are the keepers of the flame, led by brother JJ
Abrams, for whom ET The Extra-Terrestrial and Raiders of the Lost Ark
are like foundational texts, or holy writ. And on the other, there are the
mavericks and maneuverers – Denis Villeneuve, Michael Bay, Edgar
Wright – who grabbed elements of the master’s style and dashed off with
them in their own directions. Yet from the new generation of directors who
grew up immersed in Spielberg, you’d struggle to pick out his one true
heir – a filmmaker who understands that a simple shot of a face upturned
in wonder can be the most powerful special effect around. In its best, most
lucid moments, Ready Player One feels like an urgent PS from Spielberg
the eternal big kid, just making sure we’ve got the message of his early
work straight. It is based on, but quite freely adapted from, a cult sciencefiction novel by Ernest Klein, set in a near-future dystopia in which the entire planet is hooked on escape. Following two apparently cataclysmic
events referred to, in passing, as the "corn syrup droughts" and the "bandwidth riots", most citizens have decided what remains of the real world
isn’t worth the trouble, and spend most of their lives in the Oasis, an alternate wholly virtual reality in which fantasies run wild.

There’s a distant echo of Robert De Niro in Hosseini’s Gholam, a nocturnal minicab driver whose variously testing passengers fail to crack
his taciturn shell. By day he works in a car repair shop and eats at his
uncle’s restaurant, where the spectre of estrangement and betrayal
hangs heavy in the air.
His young cousin Arash (Armin Karima) is a budding rapper who composes idealistic rhymes about being ready to “die for my people” despite
living far from any war zone. But Gholam, who has seen the horrors of
conflict first-hand, plays his own cards close to his chest, even when
recognised by a cafe customer as a “hero” of the Iran-Iraq war.

América

Isle of Dogs

Simran Hans

Peter Bradshaw

This soulful debut featurelength documentary from
American directing duo
Erick Stoll and Chase
Whiteside centres on
three brothers in Colima,
Mexico, whose lives revolve around their 93year-old grandmother, América. Shot over a three-year period with an
affectionate, watchful eye, it blows up an intimate family portrait on to a
large, cinematic canvas.
As the film’s voiceover explains, Luis Alvarez Serrano (father to brothers
Rodriguez, Bruno and Diego) was his mother’s sole caretaker until a
sticky misunderstanding meant that he was charged with negligence
and put in prison. Alvarez Serrano Sr had popped out to run some errands – but the neighbours reported him to the police after hearing
América’s cries for help after she fell from her bed. In his absence, his
sons were forced to rally round. The sleazy legal battle surrounding his
imprisonment is a subplot, but the looming shadow of intervening officials signals the filmmakers’ keen-eyed interest in the politics of police
corruption (“Thanks to God for living in a corrupt country!” deadpans eldest brother Rodriguez over a bag of freshly fried churros).
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This haunting debut feature from
photographer and film-maker Mitra
Tabrizian is set amid London’s Iranian community during the Arab
spring of 2011. Centring on a melancholy figure caught between his former home and his current lonely life,
it’s an arresting portrait of displaced struggles that moves almost inexorably from observational drama to eerie quasi-thriller. At its heart is a
mesmerising (and often wordless) performance by Shahab Hosseini,
who proved so magnetic in Asghar Farhadi’s 2017 Oscar-winner The
Salesman. Adept at conveying weighty emotional conflicts through minimal physical gestures (his kind but careworn face speaks a thousand
words), Hosseini holds the audience’s attention as Tabrizian’s elliptical,
diasporic drama unfolds mysteriously around him.

It’s set in Japan, though east London’s Isle of Dogs just happens to
be a short drive from 3 Mills Studios, which did a lot of the work on
this film. So maybe our Isle of
Dogs influenced the director, Wes
Anderson. Or maybe he chose the
title because it sounds like: “I love dogs.”

Isle of Dogs is another utterly distinctive, formally brilliant exercise in savant innocence from Anderson, somewhere between arch naivety and
inspired sophistication. One laughs a lot, not really at jokes, but at its
hyper-intelligent stabs of visual invention. It’s a stop-motion animation –
like his Roald Dahl adaptation Fantastic Mr. Fox (2009) – visually controlled to its every analogue micro-particle, a complete handmade world.
The screenplay is by Anderson, along with Roman Coppola, Jason
Schwartzman and the Japanese actor and writer Kunichi Nomura who
was also casting director and voices the villain of the piece – the doghating Mayor Kobayashi. We find ourselves in a dystopian Japan of the
future, where all dogs are exiled to an offshore island trash dump. One
of the interned beasts is Spots (voiced by Liev Schreiber) whose devoted master is the 12-year-old Atari (Koyu Rankin), nephew of the doghating Mayor himself.
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Books

Learning to Live With the
Bomb: Pakistan: 1998-2016

How Trump Thinks
Peter Oborne

Naeem Salik
This book is a history of the evolution of Pakistan's nuclear
weapons management system,
including its nuclear doctrine and
the measures in place to secure
and safeguard them. This work
highlights the elements that went
into the formulation of Pakistan's
nuclear policy. The book's great
significance lies in the fact that it
tackles the little known subject of
nuclear learning most comprehensively in all its dimensions.
With great clarity and balance,
the author clearly highlights the
discernible aspects of Pakistan's
learning experience and establishes beyond doubt that Pakistan
has learnt from crises events and
has evolved into a responsible nuclear weapons state with effective
command, control, and custodial arrangements in place.

The most unusual feature of
Donald Trump's nationalist and
populist campaign for the presidency of the USA was his obsessive use of Twitter. Like
other social media, this form of
communication has often been
assumed to encourage the dissemination of liberal values and
the circulation of facts.
Trump's tweets, by contrast,
formed a constant stream of
provocations, insults, conspiracy theories, “alternative facts”
and outright lies. And they
helped him win power. Peter
Oborne, author of The Rise of
Political Lying and Not the
analyses
Chilcot
Report,
Trump's incendiary mendacity in all its bewildering guises and shows
how this fusion of entertainment and cunningly-crafted propaganda has
destabilised the world's most powerful democracy.

The Power of Now
Ekhart Tolle
Ekhart Tolle's message is
simple: living in the now is the
truest path to happiness and
enlightenment. And while this
message may not seem stunningly original or fresh, Tolle's
clear writing, supportive voice
and enthusiasm make this an
excellent manual for anyone
who's ever wondered what
exactly "living in the now"
means. Foremost, Tolle is a
world-class teacher, able to
explain complicated concepts
in concrete language. More
importantly, within a chapter
of reading this book, readers are already holding the world in a different
container--more conscious of how thoughts and emotions get in the way
of their ability to live in genuine peace and happiness.
Tolle packs a lot of information and inspirational ideas into The Power
of Now. (Topics include the source of Chi, enlightened relationships, creative use of the mind, impermanence and the cycle of life.) Thankfully,
he's added markers that symbolise "break time". This is when readers
should close the book and mull over what they just read. As a result,
The Power of Now reads like the highly acclaimed A Course in Miracles-a spiritual guidebook that has the potential to inspire just as many study
groups and change just as many lives for the better.
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The Pearl That Broke Its Shell
Nadia Hashimi
Afghan-American Nadia Hashimi's
literary debut novel is a searing tale
of powerlessness, fate, and the
freedom to control one's own fate
that combines the cultural flavor
and emotional resonance of the
works of Khaled Hosseini, Jhumpa
Lahiri, and Lisa See. In Kabul,
2007, with a drug-addicted father
and no brothers, Rahima and her
sisters can only sporadically attend
school, and can rarely leave the
house.
Their only hope lies in the ancient
custom of bacha posh, which allows young Rahima to dress and
be treated as a boy until she is of
marriageable age. As a son, she can attend school, go to the market,
and chaperone her older sisters. But Rahima is not the first in her family
to adopt this unusual custom. A century earlier, her great-great grandmother, Shekiba, left orphaned by an epidemic, saved herself and built
a new life the same way. Crisscrossing in time, The Pearl That Broke
Its Shell interweaves the tales of these two women separated by a century who share similar destinies. But what will happen once Rahima is
of marriageable age? Will Shekiba always live as a man? And if Rahima
cannot adapt to life as a bride, how will she survive?
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