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Insurgency

Hybrid warriors
Muhammad Zain

Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa recently warned that a “hybrid
war” had been imposed on Pakistan to internally weaken it, but expressed
his resolve that the enemies would fail to divide the country on the basis
of ethnicity and other identities. It was the second time in a week that the
army chief had indirectly referred to a new movement launched in the
name of rights of the Pashtun people.
The sudden rise of the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM), its social
media activities and extensive media coverage, especially in India,
Afghanistan, Britain and the US, prove the involvement of a foreign hand.
It held a rally in Lahore on April 21 and the BBC carried it with the headline: Manzoor Pashteen, the young tribesman rattling the Pakistan army.
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“Tens of thousands of Pashtuns are demanding an end to extrajudicial
killings and abductions they blame on the Pakistani state - and a charismatic young man has become their spokesman. A compelling, bearded
tribesman in his late 20s, Manzoor Pashteen is the unlikely figurehead
for protests that have now mushroomed into a wider movement that
threatens to upset a precarious balance ahead of general elections. He
represents people who say they were brutalised during decades of war
in the border areas Pakistan shares with Afghanistan. NGOs say thousands of people have been reported missing in regions such as the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and Balochistan. Over the
weekend thousands of people attended a rally in Lahore, defying calls
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from the authorities to boycott the event, and despite officials briefly detaining some leaders of the movement in raids,” it reported.
The rally, held at Lahore’s historic Mochi Gate, was also supported by
PML-N leaders Maryam Nawaz and Senator Pervez Rashid publically.
PTM leader Manzoor Pashteen announced the formation of a “Truth and
Reconciliation Commission” to address the “plight of people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and FATA.” According to experts, a glaring indicator of subversion is the massive coverage being given to PTM protests in the Indian
and Afghan media apart from American sources such as the officiallyfunded Voice of America and Radio Free Europe. Even the mainstream
American press, such as The New York Times, has also joined the chorus.
It comes at a time when Indian officials, like National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and former Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, are on record have
boasted of promoting terrorism and separatism in Pakistan. It is also well
known now, especially after disclosures by Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav, that the Indian intelligence agency, RAW, has an active programme
to destabilise Pakistan by funding and arming the Taliban in cooperation
with the Afghan government which has provided sanctuaries to them on
Afghan soil. Similar support is being given to Baloch separatists as well.
Extending such a programme to include Pashtuns is only a small step for
RAW.
Moreover, Afghans, like former President Hamid Karzai and the then
head of NDS, the Afghan spy agency, Amrullah Saleh, have been and
still are hand in glove with the Indians to promote dissensions within Pakistan, including by enlisting discontented Pashtun and Baloch groups. A
further motive for Delhi and Kabul has been the failure of their efforts to
use the Taliban and terrorism to destabilise Pakistan following a successful Pakistani counterterrorism campaign that has significantly reduced incidents of terrorism in the country. The Americans have turned a blind eye
to the machinations of their Indian and Afghan allies, as a means to exert
pressure on Pakistan to come on to their line. A collateral outcome of the
destabilisation campaign has been to sow dissensions between the Pakistani people, especially the Pashtuns and Baloch, against the army. Unfortunately, some of our political and intellectual elites have fallen prey to
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it. They fail to understand that it is not only a conspiracy against the army
but also Pakistan and its people.
Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa must have some reason when he
spoke about “engineered protests” and a “hybrid war” while referring to
the agitation by the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM), triggered by the
killing of a young Pashtun, Naqeebullah Mehsud, in Karachi by a rogue
police official now under trial. “Some internal and external elements are
hell-bent upon harming Pakistan’s national security and that our enemies
have subjected us to a cruel, evil and protracted hybrid war.” He added
that the protests had been instigated to undo the gains made by the
armed forces in the fight against terrorism. Irrespective of the genuine
grievances being expressed by the PTM, there can be no doubt that inimical external forces and their touts within the country are determined to
use the grievances to undermine Pakistan’s security and territorial integrity as well as reverse the gains made against externally-supported
terrorism. We should be clear that, yet again, Pakistan is being subjected
to engineered subversion — this time by misleading and manipulating
Pakistani Pashtuns, just as is being done with the Baloch.
The Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement has been peaceful until recently.
There is a need to address and resolve the genuine grievances of the
Pashtuns. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan has admitted that many demands of the PTM are genuine. “I will meet Army
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa and discuss with him easing security
checkposts and removing landmines, besides the core issue of missing
persons of FATA,” he told a FATA Convention recently. There is no doubt
that the people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and, especially, FATA have suffered immensely due to terrorism and extremism. Their lives and families
have been torn apart, their homes and villages destroyed, hundreds and
thousands are missing. Youths are unemployed and dispossessed. These
are ideal conditions for our enemies to exploit. An urgent solution to their
problems is the merger of FATA with Khyber Pakhunkhwa. Economic development and employment generation should also be expedited to wean
the youths away from another movement, which could pose serious
threats to the country in the name of rights.
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Politics

Post- Nawaz Sharif
political landscape
Nasim Ahmed

The maxim - misfortune never comes alone - is proving devastatingly true
in the case of Nawaz Sharif. First he was disqualified to be a member of
parliament and had to step down from the premiership of the country. Next
he was barred by the Supreme Court from being elected as head of his
political party. Finally, last week, the apex court ruled that under the relevant provisions of the constitution of Pakistan, Nawaz Sharif’s disqualification is for life. This means that the PML-N has entered its post-Nawaz
era.
A ban has also now been clamped on the use of inappropriate language by Nawaz Sharif and daughter Maryam Nawaz against state institutions, including the judiciary and the army. Last week, the Lahore High
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Court barred all Pakistani TV channels from airing the speeches of the ruling PML-N party’s leadership, which targeted the country’s top judiciary.
Significantly, the decision came immediately after the apex court’s historic
verdict banning Nawaz Sharif from politics for life. This has put paid to the
slanderous political campaign he has been carrying on for the last eight
months, targeting both his political rivals and honourable judges of the
apex court.
The wheel has come full circle and the man who has been in politics
for the 38 years and held the post of prime minister three times is in the
political wilderness. But that is not the end of the story. Corruption cases
against Nawaz Sharif are nearing completion in the accountability court
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which may result in his conviction. The entire Nawaz
Sharif episode beginning with the thunderbolt of
Panama Papers looks like an enactment of the Greek
tragedy in which the hubris of the chief protagonist
proves his undoing.
The question now is: what next?
The future of the party looks bleak given the splits
and fissures that are becoming clearer by the day. Last
week, a number of PML-N lawmakers tendered resignations and announced that they would oppose the party
in the upcoming general election. In the days ahead, the
PML-N is likely to witness more defections, with electables choosing to join another party or go independent
before the elections. Political analysts expect a group of
40-50 independent candidates contesting under the
same symbol and as an informal group that will be in a
bargaining position in the new legislature.
If Shahbaz Sharif is also convicted, the Sharif family
will lose its grip over the party. With the incoming general
election only weeks away, the defections of electable
candidates only send a strong message to opportunistic
politicians that now is the time to jump ship, for staying
with the ruling party only means staying with the losers.
Needless to say, the perception of the ruling party’s growing isolation
is increasing pressure on candidates who are now a part of the PML-N
government. Surely, they would not like to end up high and dry after the
next general election is over. We may also see the spectacle of the party
contesting elections against its former members in a number of constituencies, especially in south Punjab. In that case, PML-N senior leaders will
face the daunting task of keeping the party structure intact.
As of now, PML-N is divided into two camps. Maryam Nawaz’s harsh
narrative that she has been pushing through in political rallies has created
deep differences within the party. Chaudhry Nisar as well as other senior
party stalwarts are against the aggressive stance taken against the judiciary and the military. Their argument is that the belligerent approach is jeopardising any remaining chances of the party’s survival in the medium run.
Even Shahbaz Sharif is of the view that the party should not be pushed to
the point of no return.
No doubt, the PML-N is in a tricky situation. Unless its leadership,
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which is in effectively in the hands of firebrand Maryam Nawaz, alters its
current political approach and stops berating state institutions, the party
will continue sinking deeper into a morass of its own making.
The upcoming elections may throw up many surprises. With PML-N’s
political support eroding and PTI making inroads in Punjab and Sind, we
may have a hung parliament at the centre with a large number of independents lending support to the winning combination. In Punjab, too, the
possibility of a coalition government is strong with a number of parties opposed to PML-N coming together to form an alliance.
According to political pundits, PTI will continue to rule in KP, while in
Sindh PPP will form the government with the support of MQM or independents. Balochistan remains a political enigma where both PPP and PTI are
vying to garner political support. Both at the centre and in the Punjab, PTI
and Pakistan People's Party may ultimately go for seat adjustment to remain relevant in the new political dispensation whose counters are becoming clearer with each passing day. The country is entering a new political
era in which PML-N will be a mere shadow of its former self.
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Poverty

Malnutrition crisis:
From bad to worse
Nasim Ahmed

According to the Food Security and Nutrition Strategic Review for Pakistan
in 2017, food insecurity is one of the greatest challenges facing the country.
The overall prevalence of undernourishment is estimated to be about 18%
of the entire population. Some 58% of households in Pakistan are food insecure out of which 9.8% are food insecure with hunger. Over the past few
years, malnutrition has emerged as one of the world’s leading challenges
with regard to food security. It should come as no surprise that the menace
of malnutrition is especially prevalent in Pakistan, given the poor socioe-
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conomic conditions.
Undernutrition, simply put, is a condition in which our bodies are deprived of all the necessary nutrients, which can only be addressed through
a balanced diet. Our diets in Pakistan are barely what we can classify as
“balanced diets”. This is an issue that arises directly as a result of food insecurity.
The high percentage of food insecurity poses a direct threat to the nation and has resulted in a number of detrimental health-related issues,
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women and children under the age of five being the major sufferers. The
health risks associated with malnutrition are morbidity and infections which
lead to mortality. The three major risks that we are facing as a nation are
stunted growths in children, anaemia in women who are of reproductive
age and obesity in adults.
Pakistan faces a severe nutrition crisis. The Global Nutrition Report
2015 said that only a small minority of children are growing healthily in
Pakistan, which is estimated to have more than half the children under the
age of five as stunted or wasted. The report claimed that many countries,
including Pakistan, Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of Con¬go,
Ethiopia and Nigeria, had only a minority of children who were growing
healthily.
Pakistan’s 2011 National Nutrition Survey (NNS) showed high levels
of stunting (43.7%) and wasting (10.5%) in children under five years of
age. Half of women of reproductive age are anaemic and the population
suffers from a significant lack of vitamins and minerals. 1/3rd of Pakistani
children are underweight and iron deficient, 15% are wasted and 14%
women are either thin or wasted. The developmental, social and health
impacts of this burden are serious and often long lasting.
According to WB data, Pakistan has one of the highest prevalence of
stunting in the world: as many as 45% of its kids under the age of five face
stunted growth. Experts say that if the problem of stunting is not tackled
immediately, almost half of the workforce may not be able to participate in
the digital economy in about 15 years.
According to the annual report of the National Economic Council, which
was some time back placed before the National Assembly, one out of three
Pakistanis “does not have regular and assured access to sufficient nutritious food”. The report suggested that the “poor performance of the agriculture sector in recent years” is responsible for this situation, and that the
remedy lies in making agriculture growth more “pro-poor”, that is by diversifying the base of incomes and creating more linkages between the farm
and non-farm sectors.
A recent World Bank report warned that malnutrition costs nations up
to 3.0 percent of the annual GDP and malnourished children lose 10 percent of their lifetime earning potential, while stressing that malnutrition in
Pakistan is the severest in the region. The statistics gathered from various
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United Nations and donor sources indicate that Pakistan ranks below
China, India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka on prevalence of stunting, micronutrient uptake, adolescent and adult nutrition status and various other
indicators directly related to nutrition.
With malnutrition so widely prevalent with a high economic cost, Pakistan ranks below its neighbours like China, India and Bangladesh, according to international donor services. This is also supported by a report
prepared by the United Nations Children’s Fund and the World Health Organisation, which highlights how the prevalence of stunting — a reported
consequence of malnutrition — has dropped considerably in India, China
and Bangladesh, except Pakistan where the issue has been exacerbated.
Successive governments in Pakistan have failed to address the issue
of malnutrition and stunting. Malnutrition increases Pakistan’s healthcare
costs, reduces productivity and slows economic growth. It perpetuates the
cycle of disease and poverty in the country. The malnutrition crisis is a long
standing one but successive governments have paid little heed to it. Experts say that Pakistan can add 2-3 per cent to its GDP by tackling the
issue of malnutrition. The paradox is that despite Pakistan being one of
the major food producing countries in the world, 50% of its population is
food insecure. It is time the authorities concerned prioritized the issue of
malnutrition and food insecurity and allocated sufficient budget to tackle it
on a long term basis.
Pakistan was not able to meet its millennium development goals by
2015 and still hasn’t because a major chunk of the GDP, which is around
3%, gets dedicated to the malnutrition crisis. Economist Yunus Kamran
advocates that better nutrition enhances economic growth, but also argues
that Pakistan needs strong economic theories and models to formalise this
relationship. The disparity in the nutritional status between the urban and
rural divide is much less and varies widely across the country. 40 to 50%
of the periodic seasonal food insecurity reported is from regions like
Balochistan, Sindh, south Punjab, parts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Fata.
The food insecurity seen in these regions is an inherent cause of poor and
unhygienic living conditions, with little access to safe drinking water and
no access to adequate sanitation facilities. This when compounded with
poor access to healthcare facilities makes the situation untenable.
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Politics

Sketch of the
next elections
Muhammad Hassan

Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has started countrywide tours
to forge alliances with other parties after becoming the president of the
ruling party. He knows he is fighting a lost battle, as it will be a big
achievement if the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
wins 40 National Assembly seats in the next election. It is also expected to lose at least three National Assembly and eight Punjab Assembly seats in its home city of Lahore.
According to a survey by a civil intelligence agency, the PML-N will
lose at least 52 National Assembly seats and over 100 Punjab Assembly seats in its home province. It will lose four National Assembly and
six Provincial Assembly seats in Khyber Pakhtunkhaw (KP) and it
would be a great success if it bags two seats in the province, which is
a stronghold of its rival Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) of Imran Khan.
In Sindh and Balochistan, the party of disqualified Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif can bag two seats each, if it performs really well. The
report says the PML-N will lose at least three National Assembly seats
and eight Provincial Assembly seats in Lahore and would face tough
contest on five National Assembly seats. Its position is also weak in
Gujranwala, Wazirabad, Kamonke and Noshera Virkan. Federal Minister Khurram Dastagir may not be able to retain his seat. The ruling
party will lose almost all seats in Multan, Dera Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarh and Rahim Yar Khan. Many political families are also expected
to change loyalties after the announcement of the election. It said the
number of independent candidates will be larger than the last election
and many PML-N leaders, including former Interior Minister Nisar Ali
Khan, will contest the election independently.
Almost all legislators of the ruling party from the south Punjab are
expected to leave it. Their number is at least 46 MNAs and almost 100
MPAs. Six MNAs and two MPAs have already quit the party and
launched a movement for a new province under Janoobi Punjab Suba
Mahaz. The PML-N leadership smells a rat in the demand for a new
province while the lawmakers from south Punjab believe the call for a
separate province will result in more defections in the party. The ruling
party has also promised to work for a separate province but the locals
and their leaders are not willing to believe it. It does not have any logical answer for not pushing ahead for a separate province. Every politician from south Punjab will have to support the movement directly or
indirectly to please the voters. The “electables” of the region have two
options: either contest the election on the PTI platform, or independently. Some could also join the PPP, but it is not expected to form the
government in the Punjab or the Centre.
The disqualification of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif for life
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will also scare electables away. His narrative has also created differences in the party. Former Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali and
many others are against the harsh tone against the judiciary and the
military. They believe the narrative will put the survival of the party at
stake. Some believe the damage has already been done. Even the current president of the party, Shahbaz Sharif, appears to be reluctant to
follow his narrative. It is said he used Nisar Ali to counter the narrative
of his elder brother in the party. According to Zubair Mehmood, former
secretary to Tehmina Durrani, wife of Shahbaz Sharif, Nisar’s opposition to the PML-N leadership was planned by Shahbaz Sharif. “Shahbaz
did not want Maryam Nawaz to head the PML-N. Nisar opposed the
party leadership on his directives,” he told a news channel. He plans
to launch his book in few months. He said a TV interview of Hamza
Shahbaz was fixed to explain the position of his father. “Hamza wanted
to convey a message to the establishment that his father was against
Nawaz Sharif’s rhetoric against national institutions,” he explained.
After the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif, Shahbaz Sharif and
Maryam Nawaz could be in serious trouble. Shahbaz Sharif’s biggest
problem is Nawaz Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz, who do not
spare any chance to savage the establishment and the judiciary. They
have adopted the stance since the court had taken up the Panama
case against the family. Many ministers, close to the former prime minister and his daughter, have followed suit. They still believe they are
winning and have put the establishment and the judiciary on the back
foot. In fact, they have put the future of their party at stake. Maryam
will be jailed for at least seven years for presenting forged papers before the Supreme Court of Pakistan during the Panama case, even if
she is exonerated from all corruption cases. Shahbaz faces many serious cases against him and any one of them from the Sasti Roti
Scheme, Multan Metro Bus, Lahore Metro Bus, Ashiana Scheme, 56
public sector companies and Model Town case could prove fatal for
him. Dozens of electables will leave the party after the conviction of
Nawaz Sharif and the party could cease to exist if Shahbaz Sharif is
also convicted, which appears highly possible ahead of elections. In
the situation, the party could land in the lap of Nisar Ali. However, it
will not be able to pose any serious problem to the PTI, which is expected to form the government in the Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan and the Centre.
According to analysts, some close aides to Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif have advised him to rename the party or fund a new
party to brighten the chances of his success. However, it appears he
will have to rename himself to stay alive in politics.
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Voting

Key issues in the
2018 elections
Raza Khan
Everywhere elections are contested by candidates and political parties on the
basis of certain issues facing the state and society; however, traditionally it has
not been the case in Pakistan, particularly after the restoration of democracy
in 1988. More often than not, elections in Pakistan have revolved around certain personalities whether politicians or those masquerading as politicians. This
has been so because elections have not been a continuous feature of Pakistan’s political life. In such a situation personalities become more important.
However, with the passage of time and a semblance of continuity of the
elected political system in Pakistan slowly and gradually issues have been
becoming increasingly important in elections. For instance, in the 2002 national elections in Pakistan the United States-led NATO occupation of
Afghanistan had become a partial electoral issue and this was also one of the
reasons that the religious parties’ alliance, the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA),
whose component parties had been protesting against US occupation of
Afghanistan and ouster of the Afghan Taliban regime, won a significant number of parliamentary seats. The MMA win in 2002, one may add was also
largely due to then President Musharraf support and rigging of elections in
favour of the alliance.
In the February 2008 national elections in Pakistan the issue of terrorism
perpetrated by the Taliban groups figured significantly during the campaign
and on election day. As the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) then head, Benazir
Bhutto, had also been killed by the Pakistani Taliban group in December 2007,
due to which elections were postponed for a while, the issue of terrorism became a key issue. This resulted in the win of the PPP at the national level and
the Awami National Party (ANP), which promised the people of Khyber
Pakhtunhwa (KP) province to rid them and KP of terrorism, got a majority in
the province. But in the 2008 elections it was important to note that the PPP
despite the loss of its popular leader, Benazir Bhutto, could not win a landslide
victory. The ANP could only win with very thin margins in different constituencies in the KP, because the PTI and certain important parties had boycotted
the elections. In other words for the ANP it was just a walkover. This suggests
that the 2008 national elections in Pakistan although were contested on the
issue of terrorism but it was far from being a decisive factor.
In the 2013 national elections the issue of terrorism although was important
but equally important was the issue of energy crisis in the country particularly
power outages and gas shortages. The issue of corruption and bad governance also became important factors in the outcome of these elections. Insofar as the issue of terrorism was concerned both the PPP and the ANP, which
had together won a majority in the 2002 national elections and had also
formed a coalition government at the centre, Sindh and Balochistan provinces
except the Punjab, badly failed to eliminate terrorism and restore peace and
normalcy in the country. This was evident from the fact that the PPP even
could not bring to justice the killers of Benazir Bhutto. This was despite the
fact that the PPP chairperson, Asif Ali Zardari, who assumed the office of president of Pakistan and had claimed time and again that he was well-aware of
the killers of BB. On the other hand the ANP, despite making agreements with
the father of the Taliban, Sufi Muhammad, and sacrificing tens of its leaders
and workers, could not restore peace in the province of KP let alone eliminating terrorism. The foremost reason was that both the PPP and the ANP governments at the federal and provincial levels got involved in large-scale
financial corruption which brought a bad name to the parties. Moreover, the
quality of governance remained pathetic. Consequently, in the 2013 national
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elections, both the PPP and the ANP were routed except in the Sindh province
where the former maintained its government.
The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), which formed the government at the centre and province after the highly suspected elections of May
2013, has also governed badly both at the centre and the Punjab. This is evident from the fact that the bare minimum which the PML-N could not achieve
of putting an end to the energy crisis in the last five years, which the party leadership had vowed time and again before 2013, and even after that, of fixing in
just months. Today after five years the situation of power crisis in the country
is as bad as it was in 2013. Most of the power projects which the PML-N has
been bragging to have initiated have failed to generate energy. Whereas the
circular debt which the government has accumulated over the years particularly
to provide funds to the power generation companies has increased manifold.
Financial corruption in the PML-N has been pervasive to the extent that the Finance Minister Ishaq Dar had to virtually flee the country to escape arrest in
cases of financial corruption. Above all, although Mian Nawaz Sharif has been
disqualified for being in active service of a foreign entity while serving as prime
minster of Pakistan, by the Supreme Court of Pakistan, is facing charges of
corruption, accumulating wealth illegitimately and illegally transferring ill-gotten
wealth from Pakistan to England. The main opposition party, Pakistan Tehreeke-Insaf (PTI), which has been in the forefront in both countrywide protests and
agitation against Sharif and PML-N for rigging the 2013 elections and Sharif’s
involvement in the Panama corruption scandal, has taken the issue of corruption to a new height in Pakistan. Recently, the PTI head Imran Khan took the
unprecedented step of sacking 20 of its nearly 60 members of KP, where the
party has its government, for accepting millions of rupees from other parties’
candidates in the March 3 Senate elections. This has further highlighted the
issue of corruption and made it a real public issue ahead of the next general
elections. Having said this, the PTI has partially failed to eliminate corruption
from KP in the last five years. However, the party has claimed that it needs
more time to put an end to corruption in the province and the entire country.
The party also claims with a lot of substance that as the party has never had a
chance to have its federal government and prime minister therefore, once it is
elected at the central level it would put an end to corruption.
The PTI also claims to have restored peace and normalcy in KP, which
has been greatly devastated by terrorism in the name of religion for more than
one decade and put in place a system of “merit” in the province. Therefore, it
should be given an opportunity by the people to govern at the federal level so
that it could install a meritocratic system of governance which would automatically result in an end to corruption and bad governance. The PML-N, on its
part, has been trying to exploit the ouster of Nawaz Sharif by colouring it as a
conspiracy of the powers-that-be against his person and the party rule. There
are some who agree to his line of argument. However, it would be extremely
difficult for the PML-N to attract a large number of voters by only such argumentation. The party does not seem to have any argument beyond that.
On the other hand the PPP which could not improve its governance in
Sindh province does not have an issue on which to do politics. Still, keeping
in view the ultraconservative political scene of Sindh, the PPP is most likely to
win without having any issue on which to ask people to vote.
In a nutshell, the issues of corruption plus the quality of governance are
going to be two key issues which would play a decisive role in the results of
the next elections provided the polls are fair and transparent.
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Glimpses

Harsh realities of
Pakistan politics
Muhammad Ali

Former Punjab Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi asked the returning officer
about our party’s ballot box. He pointed towards a nearby pond of sewage
and said, “Look, it is still floating,” writes former Prime Minister Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain in his recently released memoir.
In his book Sach To Yeah Hai (The Reality Is This), the veteran politician has laid bare the dynamics and hypocritical politics of Pakistan in the
last three decades in a simple and humorous way. He must have hidden
many facts or avoided others for many reasons, but still the book offers
enough to learn about Pakistan politics and its recent history. The Sharif
family, his contemporary in politics, first as allies and later as rivals, is a
central part of his memoir. He tells us former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
betrayed him eight times. The betrayals also prove his gullibility, but he
has not attempted to hide it. He specifically mentions an incident when
Nawaz Sharif nominated his younger brother Shahbaz Sharif as the chief
minister of the Punjab in 1997, despite an assurance by his father Mian
Sharif that Pervaiz Elahi would be given the position.
The 328-page book also details Shujaat’s brief tenure as the prime minister of Pakistan and his interaction with political leaders during the period.
“Nawaz Sharif asked me to frame a fake narcotics case against his archrival, Asif Ali Zardari, but I refused, for which I earned the praise of Zardari,
who stated in 2015 that he had become the president because of Shujaat,”
he recounts. The government of Nawaz Sharif could have been saved in
1999, if he had avoided ordering the diversion of the plane of the then
Army Chief General Pervez Musharraf. The army was not willing to stage
a coup against the Nawaz government. Hamza Shahbaz, son of Punjab
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, was in constant contact with the PML-Q
leadership when his family had left for Saudi Arabia.
Writing about the situation after the assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, he says the 2008 general elections were rigged, categorically mentioning that America wanted its party to come to power. He
blames Pervez Musharraf and Principal Secretary Tariq Aziz for his party’s
defeat in the elections. “The US did not want our party to win the elections.
When I asked America’s Richard Hoagland as to why the US managed
our defeat, he said that it was not America but my close friends (Pervez
Musharraf and Tariq Aziz),” he claims.
“President General Ziaul Haq said he was not satisfied with the performance of the then Punjab Chief Minister Nawaz Sharif and he had also
lost the trust of the assembly. Bring a no-trust motion against him and I
will support Pervaiz Elahi as the chief minister,” he quotes General Zia as
saying. However, Nawaz Sharif reconciled with General Zia through former
ISI Chief General Hameed Gul. “Nawaz Sharif lodged fake cases against
my brothers Wajahat Hussain and Shafaat Hussain to punish me for siding
with former Prime Minister Muhammad Khan Junejo. When we all won,
he called me to warn that if I did not reconcile with him, the PPP will form
the government in the Punjab,” he wrote. Narrating another incident, he
says former President Ghulam Ishaq Khan phoned Benazir Bhutto to inform her he was dismissing her government. She said, “You had denied it
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in the morning.” He quipped, “I decided it only in the afternoon.”
Reminiscing on an attack on the Supreme Court of Pakistan by Pakistan Muslim League activists, he writes, “In 1997, Mian Munir, Tariq Aziz,
Mian Miraj and Akhtar Rasool were scapegoated for the incident while
Shahbaz Sharif was making announcements on a loudspeaker, asking the
workers, who had stormed the Supreme Court building, not to leave without having qeemaywalay (meat-filled) naan at Punjab House.” On the tussle of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif with the then Chief Justice of
Pakistan Sajjad Ali Shah, he recounts, “One day Nawaz Sharif asked his
close aide and Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub if Chief Justice Sajjad Ali
Shah could be arrested and put in jail even for a night.”
Shujaat also narrates an interesting incident about former Punjab IG
Police Rana Maqbool, who had reached Karachi to arrest the then Army
Chief Pervez Musharraf at Karachi Airport after Nawaz Sharif sacked him.
Rana Maqbool asked the then PML-N Sindh President Ghous Ali Shah to
accompany him to the airport. “If we succeeded in arresting Musharraf,
well and good, but if we fail we will tell him we came here to receive him,”
Rana Maqbool told Ghous Ali Shah. “When the Sharif family was going to
Jeddah to live in exile, Ghous Ali Shah asked Shahbaz Sharif about where
they were going. Shahbaz informed him they were going to meet somebody and would return in two weeks,” he narrates.
The PML-Q leader also lifts the lid on the issue of nuclear proliferation
and scientist Dr. Qadeer. “When Pakistan was under the radar of international
players and was being subjected to intense foreign pressure, Musharraf sent
barrister SM Zafar and me to Dr. Qadeer, convincing him to apologize to the
nation.” He reveals that he was asked to meet Qadeer alone. When he met
him, the scientist rejected the allegations of nuclear materials theft and took
him to his house and showed him the furniture of his wife had brought as
dowry, arguing that he even could not afford to buy new furniture. “Qadeer’s
apology enhanced his dignity in my eyes,” he notes.
At one point, he writes that former Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz complained about the then Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry to Pervez Musharraf, who removed him. After the unanimous
reinstatement of Iftikhar Chaudhry on July 20, 2007, Shujaat says he had
advised Musharraf to resolve differences with him. “Musharraf accepted
it, however, his aides did not allow him.” He also reveals the observation
of Pervez Musharraf about Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, whom he labelled
“extremely lazy” as Musharraf used to complain that he woke up at noon.
“I advised Jamali to resign after his relationship with Musharraf deteriorated.” On the Lal Masjid incident, he says Abdur Rashid Ghazi trusted
him and before his death he had handed over his two adopted daughters
to him, which are still under his guardianship.
The book offers significant insight into Pakistan politics in a light manner. It was launched two months ahead of the general elections. Elections
in Pakistan have always been rigged and influenced by international
forces. It should serve as a timely warning to take steps to ensure fair and
free elections for the better future of Pakistan.
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Imperialism

US designs in Syria
Shahid Hussain

Recent airstrikes by the United State and its allies in Syria on the pretext of
targeting its alleged chemical gas labs have exposed their designs and Arab
financers. The strikes came at a time when the Syria army had besieged the
fleeing militants in their last refuge and was about to take them out, which was
against the plan of the international forces. They struck to protect the terrorists
and frustrate the Syrian forces in their efforts to restore peace in the country.
The use of chemical weapons or gas in war is inhuman. It becomes more
heinous when a government uses them against its own people. The US and
its allies attempted to fool the whole world through the media that the Syrian
government was using chemical weapons on its own people in its fight against
terrorists. However, it is hard to believe that Syria would use chemical
weapons against its people, or even the militants, because its forces had besieged them and blocked their escape routes in their last haven. Almost twothirds of the militants had already left the region after safe passage was
provided to them following an agreement. The security forces had superiority
over their enemy on the ground and in the air. In this situation, it had no reason
to use chemical weapons against them. If the weapons were used, they might
have been used by the militants, because they were fighting for their survival.
If investigated, the weapons might have been provided to them by the US
and its allies. The world has reason to suspect the machinations of the US
and its allies. After all, they targeted Iraq and Saddam Hussein on the pretext
of weapons of mass destruction, which never existed. Also remember, that
when Saddam Hussein had used chemical weapons in the Iran-Iraq war, the
US turned a blind eye to it, because the latter was backing Iraq against Iran.
Syria was a peaceful and progressing country until a decade ago. Its universities and healthcare were far better than in the rest of the region. It had a
wide network of rail and road. Muslims of all sects lived in harmony. It was
not a closed or tribal society, like the rest of the region and women could drive
and work in government and private organizations. The situation started
changing after the so-called Arab Spring, which aimed to garner some benefits
for the US and its allies in the region. Some people started demonstrations
against the Syrian government but mammoth gatherings countered them. The
anti-government protesters turned violent under a plan and paved the way for
international intervention, which was the prime motive of the protesters. Like
Afghanistan, militants from all over the world were funded and brought to Syria
to fight a jihad, so that the US and its allies could achieve their targets in the
region.
The US is trying to convince the world it is fighting a war to dislodge the
dictatorship of President Bashar al-Assad and bring democracy to Syria. The
war is being funded by two Arab countries, which have invested billions of
dollars for disturbance in Syria in the name of sectarianism. The US should
also tell the world how many elections have been held in the Arab countries,
namely, Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which are sponsoring the war. Are they
themselves democracies? Are they not themselves monarchies? The two
Arab countries have invested billions of dollars to bring democracy to Syria
but are not willing to provide the same system of government to their own
people. They should have brought democracy to their own countries if they
were so sincere about the welfare of the people of Syria.
If the US and its allies succeed in their efforts to protect the militants and
bring them to power in Syria, will they make it a modern and democratic state?
They have let loose havoc on the people in the areas of their control. They
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burnt people, drowned them and trampled them under their tanks. They raped
and sold women. They attacked shrines and hurt the feelings of all sects of
Muslims of the world. They were summoned from different parts of the world
for jihad in Syria and paid for it. Their reign only added to hatred of Muslims
and Islam in the world. They have destroyed the country and if they have used
chemical weapons or gas, it is not surprising. They can go to any length for
their survival. There will also be no surprise if it is found that the US and its allies provided chemical weapons or gas to the terrorists.
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad might have made many mistakes but
the war is clearly not for democracy. The US and its allies want a perpetual
war and crisis in the country. They have planned to hand over the country to
warring groups to weaken it and smother a potential threat to Israel. Before
the foreign intervention, the Syrian army was the strongest in the region and
could face the Israeli armed forces. Its political leadership was strong enough
to challenge Israeli hegemony. By unleashing destruction, Syria was given a
message that whosoever stands up to the US designs will suffer the same
fate. The Syrian forces and people have made huge sacrifices for their country. They have almost succeeded in their fight against Daesh and other militant
groups. The whole world should have been thankful to them for dealing effectively against the worst terrorists of human history.
The international forces and their Arab financers were disturbed over the
successes of the Syrian forces and people against the militants as peace
looked imminent in the country. When Hama was cleared completely and the
militants were about to be taken out from their last hideout, Douma, the international forces struck. They targeted it on the pretext of use of chemical
weapons by the Syrian government against its own people, at a time when a
UN team had already reached Damascus to probe the allegations. The
airstrikes of the US, France and Britain have not only laid bare their designs,
but also exposed their local financers who have invested billions of dollars for
disruption of peace in Syria. They attacked Syria to save their investment.
It appears the US and its allies have not learnt any lesson in Afghanistan.
They founded and funded the Taliban and al-Qaeda, which later turned their
guns on them. History will repeat itself after the militants reach their countries
after a failed or successful jihad in Syria. Most of them were from the West
and many have already reached their countries after they were provided safe
passage by the Syrian government. They will not sit idle and would continue
to remind the US and its allies of their blunder in years to come.
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Economics

A failed poverty
reduction strategy
Jahangir Hayat

Poverty reduction efforts in Pakistan have been more on paper than an actual
reality. Despite huge allocations each year to fight poverty, the number of people living below the poverty line has continued to increase.
Poverty is a serious issue in Pakistan but both academic circles and governments have turned a blind eye towards it. For example, the Pakistan Peoples Party government didn’t release poverty statistics for the years it stayed
in government. Similarly, the PML-N has not released poverty rates for its
tenure. The poverty rate announced in 2016 by then Minister of Planning and
Development Ahsan Iqbal was for the year 2013 when PML-N was voted into
power. Clearly, political parties are uncomfortable talking about poverty.
There is a difference of opinion among experts about the methodology to
estimate the rate of poverty. There is no single and widely accepted poverty
rate in Pakistan. Each academic study on poverty estimation gives its own
poverty rate that is different from others. In some cases, there are significant
differences between the calculated poverty rates. According to the latest available official statistics, almost 30% of Pakistanis were living below poverty line
of Rs3,030 per adult per month in 2013. The poverty line used by the government is absurd. How can we consider an adult as not poor who earns Rs3,030
per month?
The international poverty line is $2 per day. As per this poverty line, 60% of
Pakistanis are poor. Now another type of poverty rate called multidimensional
poverty rate is also being calculated which relies on non-income indicators.
Pakistan has received millions of dollars in the name of poverty reduction.
Varieties of economic policies are framed by the government under the pretext
of poverty reduction. Despite the fact that Pakistan has received a lot of money
for fighting poverty from donor institutions, it has not seen any significant reduction in poverty levels. This is especially true when comparison is made
with India and China. Both of these economies have experienced steep fall in
their poverty levels.
According to the latest Poverty Reduction Strategy Report, the federal and
four provincial governments spent Rs 462.7 billion, up 10.4 percent or Rs 44
billion on poverty reduction programmes during July-September, 2017, compared with the expenditures made in the first quarter of the last fiscal year.
However, a large sum of Rs 354.4 billion was spent on meeting current expenditures, including salary payments and other recurrent obligations.
A detailed analysis shows that the five governments spent Rs 25.2 billion
on subsidies which were higher by 30.7 percent than the corresponding period
of last year. An amount of Rs 24 billion was spent on targeted subsidies and
cash reimbursements under the BISP while expenditures on social security
and welfare decreased to Rs 9.0 billion from Rs 9.7 billion in the comparable
period of last year largely because of low spending by the Sindh government.
A sum of Rs 6.064 was spent on education which was higher by 17.2 percent
than last year's but 92.5 percent of those spending went to meet current expenditures. Spending on universities, colleges and other education institutions
increased to Rs 21.7 billion due to higher federal spending. The spending on
higher education, however, remained at the previous year's level.
Poverty has become one of the major issues across the globe and various
governments are sponsoring Social Safety Nets (SSNs) as a cushion to miti-
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gate the devastating effects of people's state of being extremely poor. However,
challenges are generally in the implementation of SSN programmes that include setting the eligibility criteria, introduction of a poverty score card, scarcity
of resources and demand-supply gap. The government of Pakistan is said to
be committed to eliminating poverty by 2030, which is in complete consonance
with the country's Vision 2025 but there are all kinds of challenges to eradicate
poverty by that date in all its dimensions and manifestations from all parts of
Pakistan. There are various reasons for that. First, there is poverty or scarcity
of resources in Pakistan. A major part of the budget is spent on defence, debt
servicing and current expenditures and little is left for poverty reduction and
other social sector programmes. It follows then that if the government is serious
in poverty reduction, other expenditures have to be curtailed which is very difficult in the current environment.
It is strange that expenditures in areas like road building, environment protection, education, healthcare, rural development, law and order, justice administration, etc., are dubbed as poverty reduction expenses, which is
obviously not the case. Also, most of the expenditures that are counted as propoor are actually made to pay salaries to the departmental staff, particularly in
the areas of health, education, justice administration and law and order. These
expenditures which go into the pockets of the staff cannot possibly be counted
for the reduction of poverty.
The government has prioritized 17 pro-poor sectors and total expenditures
on these sectors as a percentage of GDP were 9.3 percent in 2015-16 compared to 8.3 percent a year earlier and 7.7 percent in 2013-14. If increasing
expenditures on these sectors was the yardstick, poverty in the country would
have gone down. But according to a large number of independent experts, despite an overall increase in pro-poor spending, there has been no significant
change on the ground. In fact, there have been concerns about deterioration
in the social indicators of health and education as the services offered by government schools and public hospitals are worsening by the day. Clearly, much
more work needs to be done for measuring poverty and finding ways to reduce
it in an effective manner.
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Senate

Imran ups the ante
Shahid Hussain

.Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan has issued notices
to 20 lawmakers of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly for selling their
votes in the recent Senate elections. He has also decided to file references
against them in the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) if they failed to
prove their innocence. The bold move of naming and shaming his party
members publically attests to his commitment to purge politics of corruption.
He has also set an example for other political parties to take practical steps
to curb horse trading in the electoral process, instead of mere rhetoric.
The process of kicking out 20 Members of the Provincial Assembly
(MPAs) was not easy for the party because it already had only a bare minimum majority in the assembly. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Assembly
has 124 members. PTI minority member Baldev Kumar was not allowed
to take the oath while another PTI lawmaker Abdul Munim was disqualified
for not completing the two-year mandatory period after government service
and the assembly was left with 122 lawmakers. After expelling its 20 legislators, the party will be left with only 41 members and it will lose majority
in the House. At least 17 PTI lawmakers sold their votes for the Senate
election, enabling two Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) candidates to be
elected to the Senate from the province, where the PPP has only seven
MPAs. An initial investigation ordered by KP Chief Minister Pervez Khattak
into alleged horse trading revealed that at least 17 and as many as 20
PTI MPAs had voted for candidates outside the party.
In the past three decades, allegations of horse trading and corruption
have marred the Senate elections in Pakistan, but no political leader or
party has taken practical step to reform the procedure. Every political party,
which forms the government in Pakistan, has an edge over other political
parties in the Senate election because it has huge resources at its disposal
to attract legislators of other parties and buy their conscience. However, it
is the first time a ruling party lost the Senate election. The PPP was the
biggest winner. The PTI had raised the issue of horse trading in the Senate
election before the election reform committee of the parliament ahead of
the polls but neither the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
nor the Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP) paid attention to it. The PTI chief
disclosed that he was offered Rs450 million to get a man elected as senator. However, he refused to disclose the name of the individual who had
made the offer. “I believe similar offers were also made to heads of other
political parties but none of them has ever spoken a single word about it.
We have constituted a committee to probe corruption in the Senate election and will provide a fair chance to the accused lawmakers to explain
their position. If they fail to satisfy the inquiry committee, their names will
be forwarded to NAB,” he told the media.
The move can also create a constitutional crisis in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Assembly as the PTI has lost the majority after issuing
notices to the 20 MPAs. The opposition is in a strong position if it decides
to submit a no-confidence motion against the chief minister. However, the
opposition is confused and divided. It failed to hold a meeting after the PTI
announced the action against its lawmakers. The Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), which had 16 MPAs, is now short of Wajihuz
Zaman Khan, who has jumped ship. The Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUIF) has also lost Fazal Shakoor to the PTI. The Awami National Party (ANP)
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has five members while Islami Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI) has lost its member,
Babar Salim, who has joined the PML-N. PTI’s ousted lawmakers Ziaullah
Afridi and Deena Naz have joined the PPP, whose tally has risen to 8 from
6 members. The Qaumi Watan Party (QWP) has been a major loser in the
current crisis as half of its lawmakers have defected to other parties. There
is no apparent consensus among the opposition to take any move against
the chief minister as it would be useless. It is not willing to move a no-confidence motion because it cannot decide about the next chief minister, who
will be left with only one month to serve. The crisis may lead to a situation
where KP Governor Iqbal Zafar Jhagra may ask CM Khattak to take a fresh
vote of confidence. Even if he fails to attain a majority in the House, it would
again lead to a crisis situation as nobody would like to take up the job for
one month.
The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has also imposed a ban
on transfers, appointments and development projects and the chief minister’s post has become useless. It appears the PTI chief has taken advantage of the situation because he has made a calculated move, knowing
well that no one would want to form the government for one month. The
PTI has also taken another crucial step by refusing to present the upcoming budget on the pretext that it was the right of the new government. If
the budget is not presented, it may lead to the shutdown of the government
and the public servants would not be able to receive salaries in June. On
the other hand, KP Chief Minister Pervaiz Khattak may ask Governor Iqbal
Zafar Jhagra to dissolve the assembly to preempt the perceived opposition
move to file a no-trust motion against him.
It appears Imran Khan’s move against his party legislators was calculated, but still it was a bold and unprecedented attempt to tackle corruption
in the electoral process. According to PTI leaders, they have concrete evidence of the involvement of the MPAs, who sold their votes. However, all
the MPAs deny the allegation and have sworn on the Quran to prove their
innocence. The action also indicates the confidence of the PTI leader, who
has received so many applications from “electables” that he hopes to win
the next election with a huge majority at the Centre, the Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
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Another tax
amnesty scheme
Jahangir Hayat
The government has announced a tax amnesty scheme aimed at broadening the government’s revenue base. The policy is meant to whiten undeclared assets at home and abroad, reduction in income tax rates for existing
taxpayers and issuance of dollar-denominated bond.
The government has claimed that the scheme is different from all others
because of its carrot-and-stick approach; it maintains that the amnesty is
designed to “change the economic landscape” of Pakistan — more than
to bring back a specified amount of revenue or foreign exchange into the
country. It has quoted the example of Indonesia where an amnesty scheme
that was announced in 2016 and ran till 2017 resulted in an amount of
$330bn swelling the government coffers. All this sounds good on the surface, but facts tell a different story.
Indonesia has had four tax amnesty schemes in its seven decades as
an independent country; for Pakistan, this is the sixth one in the past one
decade. One argument is that under certain circumstances, tax amnesty
schemes indeed work to advance the government’s revenue effort. But, in
Pakistan, taking recourse to such schemes seems to have become a habit.
Experts have questioned both the rationale and timing of the move. The
next elections are near and a new government will be in power which may
scrape the scheme. Secondly, such amnesty schemes have not proved to
be successful in the past. The last example of an amnesty scheme was one
tried by ex-PM Nawaz Sharif himself in 2016, which was a dismal failure,
with only 128 people participating in the scheme instead of the expected
million.
In theory, an amnesty scheme seems a good idea, with the objectives
of bringing in more tax payers, and money back into the country’s circulation, and effectively decreasing the deficit. In reality, it has often failed. This
is because most of the assets abroad undeclared are not due to tax evasion, but assets beyond means, which if caught, could lead to seizure and
punishment. Thus, instead of encouraging declaration and payment of tax,
such amnesty schemes often play out to be smokescreens, to “whiten”
money unaccounted for. The prime minister has attempted to get rid of the
loopholes associated with amnesty schemes, by excluding public office
holders; and providing lower income tax rates to encourage more taxpayers
to enter the loop. While having a well-rounded economic package is an efficient move to include more potential tax payers, the question still lingers
around this ill-timed initiative. The key component of an amnesty scheme
should be the element of trust in the smooth running of the scheme, but
with the government just on the edge of expiry, this scheme’s fate hangs in
the balance.
Since the publication of Panama and Paradise Papers, offshore assets
of Pakistanis have been in the limelight. Estimates with regard to the value
of such assets abroad vary. Figures of $ 150 to $ 200 billion have been
quoted. While there is no empirical evidence to support such estimates, the
fact is that the law in Pakistan, since the advent of the Foreign Exchange
Bearer Certificates introduced through the finance bill in 1985, followed by
the Protection of Economic Reforms Act 1992 enacted during the first term
of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Foreign Currency Accounts (Protection) Ordinance 2001, progressively facilitated the transfer of funds
(whether tax evaded or otherwise) to offshore destinations.
The Supreme Court, too, has taken suo motu notice of this matter and
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constituted a committee comprising among others, the governor of State
Bank of Pakistan, and announced their terms of reference to suggest ways
without creating economic upheaval to retrieve these assets from abroad.
The report of this committee is awaited. Although, it would have been better
for the government to wait for the apex court's order, perhaps due to paucity
of time, the government went ahead with the initiative. The results of similar
amnesties launched by India, Indonesia and Malaysia recently seem to have
been kept in view while formulating the tax rates for legitimizing such assets
and allowing retention of such assets abroad by the people declaring their
holdings.
Despite a glut of tax amnesties in the past, the country still boasts one
of the lowest tax-to-GDP ratios in the region, a predominant reliance on indirect taxation because of the appallingly low number of income tax return
filers that hovers around 1.2 million (of which only 750,000 pay tax). Not only
that, whatever is collected as income tax, over seventy percent of it is collected through Withholding Tax, a cumbersome and elaborate maze of varying rates on different types of transactions for different juridical persons. The
WT is invariably passed on in the sale price like an indirect tax. This has resulted in the creation and expansion of the informal sector within the country
that is now almost at par in size with the formal or documented sector.
Drawing a lesson from the fact that previous tax amnesties did not result
in enlarging the documented sector, the government has announced measures with a view to addressing this problem. Tax rates on individuals have
been slashed substantially and all those that avail the amnesty scheme shall
be enrolled as taxpayers as the declared focus is on broadening the tax
base instead of a quick one-time increase in revenue.
There is complete unanimity of view within the country that real estate
is the sector of choice for parking tax evaded funds and that there is a complete mismatch between the declared and actual transaction values of almost all real estate transactions. The proposed package seeks to address
this malaise and instead of prescribing area-wise values to real estate, as is
the practice currently, it leaves it to the discretion of the parties involved in
the transaction, to declare whatever worth they ascribe to their asset with
the caveat that the state would have the option to acquire at twice their declared value. The option for the state to acquire the property at a higher price
than the declared value is a concept that has been in vogue in India for quite
some time. However, for this measure to be implemented the provincial governments will have to be on board as registration of property transactions
and stamp duty paid on such transactions constitute their exclusive domain.
A section of opinion in the country has opposed the amnesty on the
ground that the OECD convention, of which Pakistan is a signatory along
with over 100 other countries, has made it extremely difficult and risky for
resident citizens to hold such assets abroad. This may be so for liquid assets
such as bank accounts and bonds but the OECD convention does not cover
fixed assets/real estate that constitute the bulk of offshore investment in
terms of value.
The Pakistan People's Party and PTI have announced their opposition
to this scheme, arguing, among other things, that the incumbent government
should not have taken such a major fiscal decision at the fag end of its fiveyear tenure. A final verdict is now expected from the apex court which has
taken notice of the issue.
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FATA

Post-conflict stability
Raza Khan
Recently, governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, Iqbal Zafar Jhagra,
who is ex-officio president of Pakistan’s representative for the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), declared that the writ of the state had been established in every nook and corner of the tribal areas. This is, indeed, a very
welcome announcement for the country because the crisis and conflict in Pakistan has been affecting the entire country, particularly the KP province. Before
Mr. Jhagra, Pakistan’s military spokesman, Major General Asif Ghafoor, on several occasions claimed that the whole of FATA was under state control. Peace
has been restored in FATA with the sacrifices of people of FATA and KP and
also of the security forces of Pakistan.
Here it would be important to note that one must not claim that peace has
been restored in FATA because the term “peace” is quite extensive. So we must
be cautious in using the term in explaining the post-conflict situation on our borderlands in the northwest of the country. Historically it has been a very volatile
region and unpredictable. Thus, it would be safe to say that Pakistan state forces
have been increasingly successful in restoring normalcy in FATA. Two military
operations, namely, Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fassad have been instrumental
in dismantling the terrorists’ command and control structure in FATA. The operations have been so successful that even the hitherto unmanned regions like
Shawal Valley in Waziristan and Rajgal Valley in Khyber Agency have come
under state control. This is no mean achievement by any standard. Now the
biggest question in FATA in the months and years ahead would be how to have
sustainable normalcy in the region. Once there is sustainable normalcy in FATA
one could expect peace in the region. Stability of FATA is critically important to
prevent insurgents and terrorists from staging a comeback. To prevent such a
doomsday scenario, the most important step would be to analyze why insurgents and terrorists emerged in FATA and established control in various areas.
It was the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) which destroyed the peace of
FATA. The TTP and disparate groups of militants and insurgents in FATA arose
while global and regional militant organizations like Al Qaeda and the Afghan
Taliban found sanctuaries in FATA. The foremost reason for this was the political,
administrative and governance vacuum in the tribal region straddling Pakistan’s
border with Afghanistan. This vacuum in turn was the upshot of the indeterminate
status of FATA. This can be gauged from the fact that the Constitution of Pakistan
recognized FATA as an integral part of the country but, at the same time, the law
of the land was not enforceable there. This is something of an anomalous situation. There has been little attention from successive governments to address
this anomaly. Recently, finally the Senate of Pakistan passed the bill of extending
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Pakistan and the Peshawar High Court
to FATA, but it is only part of addressing the great malaise in FATA.
Here we must briefly recall the genesis of the presently attenuated conflict
in FATA. The Pakistan military started targeted operations against the extremists
and militants in 2004, the year when, for the first time ever, Pakistan Army regulars were deployed in FATA. The first such operation was launched in Azam
Warsak area of South Waziristan near its headquarters Wana. In this incident,
a Pakistan army major and several troops were martyred fighting the foreign
fighters. This incident triggered attacks on Pakistani troops across FATA. Nevertheless, Pakistani forces’ intrepid operations continued against extremists and
terrorists, which kept taking the lives of our security forces. The military operations also compelled disparate militant organizations to join forces and form an
umbrella organization in the shape of the TTP in 2007. The formation of the
TTP triggered the worst-ever terrorist wave across Pakistan, which has so far
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taken around 70,000 lives of Pakistanis, including those of security forces. The
victims included former prime minister, Benazir Bhutto, scores of sitting and former ministers, high-profile military officers including a couple of general-rank officials and innumerable police officers. It was the entrenching of the extremists
and terrorists in FATA which enabled them to take over the KP district of Swat
in 2009 and wreaking havoc there.
The continual military operations against the extremists and terrorists in
FATA by Pakistani security forces dislodged the base of the former one district
after another. Both North and South Waziristan proved to be the toughest nuts
to crack. Although South Waziristan, the base of the Mehsud tribe- dominated
TTP, was cleared after an offensive was launched in 2009, but the NWA became
the base of almost all militants and terrorists, once spread across FATA. In June
2014, Pakistan decided to launch an offensive in NWA. This operation has been
very successful and by now most of the district has been secured. The operation
really accelerated after the loathsome attack by the TTP on the Army Public
School in Peshawar on December 16, 2014, in which more than 150 schoolchildren were ruthlessly killed.
Now coming back to the lasting solution for FATA without giving FATA a
clear constitutional and political status, it would be well-nigh impossible to prevent the return of the militants and terrorists in the region. The state fortunately
is cognizant of the problem and to recommend a feasible course of action regarding FATA, it had formed a FATA Reforms Committee headed by former
advisor to ex-PM Sharif, Sartaj Aziz. The committee, among other things, recommended merging FATA with the KP province and it has been accepted by
the federal government of the PML-N to be implemented in five years. But
this is a recipe for disaster because merging FATA with KP is akin to sowing
the seeds of more conflicts. So the best option for stability and normalcy and
ultimate peace in FATA is to give provincial status to the region. This would
help provide the much-needed enabling environs for civilized and modern
governance and political structures to be established and serve the people.
For instance, after giving provincial status to FATA, a provincial assembly or
legislative body could be formed. However, only establishing a provincial assembly would not suffice to address the complex administrative problems and
development needs of FATA and its inhabitants. Therefore, the other most important step would be to establish elected municipal or local councils. This is
the only mechanism through which the state writ in the tribal areas could be
established, the myriad problems of the people could be addressed and people would learn the art of self-governance.
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Occupation

Indian brutality
in Kashmir
Mehr Ispahani

As the showers of metal pellets were unleashed upon protesters, bystanders
and homebound schoolchildren, hospitals in Kashmir began to resemble
scenes from the great wars of the 20th century. Rows of beds with blindfolded boys and girls on them, parents waiting anxiously, doctors and paramedics in attendance around the clock. On occasion, police and spies also
infiltrated the wards to compile profiles of the injured, in order to place them
under surveillance after their release. The wounded were brought in by the
dozen, like birds in the hunting season. All of this was incomprehensible,
even to longtime observers of violence in Kashmir. One of the largest military
forces on the planet could not be waging a war against seeing. Perhaps a
few aberrations, a crowd-control tactic gone woefully wrong – one hoped
so, but the numbers kept piling up, eye after mutilated eye popping up on
the screens of phones and computers, as journalists began to publish their
reports.
As none of the powerful men who run Kashmir from Delhi expressed
qualms about the blinding of children, it became clear that in its hubris the
Indian state had decided that snatching vision from a few hundred young
people was a fair price to pay for keeping Kashmir in check. Perhaps itself
blinded by a strain of arrogance peculiar to occupying powers, it continued
to pummel a subject population into submission.
Two-and-a-half decades of rebellion in Kashmir have hardened the indifference of India’s political and intellectual classes to the human cost of
the country’s repressive tactics in the valley. Amid rising nationalist fervour,
any sense of the basic rights of a suffering population has been eroded or
vanished entirely. The hostility now appears to be total, unbridgeable, and
for those on the receiving end, unbearable. Powerful TV studios urge the
state to be more aggressively feral, while actively suppressing or distorting
news from Kashmir. One prominent newspaper ran an online poll about the
continued use of the pellets that had wounded and blinded so many Kashmiris – a clear majority voted in support. Eminent columnists speak calmly
of the need for “harsh love” toward civilian protesters to rationalize the state’s
ruthless response. The protocol for the use of these crowd control weapons
is to aim at the legs to disperse demonstrators. But it seems that the paramilitaries and the police have been deliberately firing into faces. Some may
only have minor wounds, some will suffer limited loss of vision, some will
lose one eye, some both, and some will be impaired for life, but the pitiless
assault on protesting adolescents forces us to ask one question: is the Indian
state happy to blind a generation?
Kashmiris have become accustomed to the violence inflicted on them –
as they are to the indifference of the world – when pellets were first sprayed
at protesters in the heated summer of 2010, most people processed this as
nothing more than a new misfortune; just another element of the war in
Kashmir. If one were to draw a diagram of the assaults inflicted on Kashmiri
bodies over the decades, hardly a single part would remain unmarked: in
the 1990s, when the violence was at its worst, the eyes were spared; now
they seem to have become a favorite target. The victims of such tactics,
consciously and not, cultivate reserves of tolerance for pain, but also a ca-
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pacity to remember.
DG ISPR condemned the violations of ceasefire by India along the Line
of Control in his message issued on the social media as Kashmiris on both
sides of the Line of Control as well as all across the world observe Black
Day to mark the illegal occupation of Jammu and Kashmir by India.
The occupied valley is one of the most militarized regions in the world,
as India has stationed about half-a-million soldiers in the disputed territory.
Villages in south Kashmir, particularly Shopian, Pulwama and Anantnag
have become the centrepoints of the independence movement since July
2016, after the killing of young rebel commander Burhan Wani. Wani’s killing
in a gunfight led to widespread protests in the region for five long months,
during which over 100 civilians were killed, and hundreds lost their eyes to
the pellet guns fired by Indian forces. Nearly 70,000 people have been killed
in the uprising and the ensuing Indian military crackdown. Pakistan’s desire
for peace should never be mistaken as its weakness. “For a normalized
Indo-Pak relationship, all issues including the core issue of Kashmir between
the two nuclear countries need to be resolved. India needs to behave like a
responsible country, stop atrocities on both sides of the Line of Control and
also discontinue interference inside Pakistan through state-sponsored terrorism.” Pakistan has long been a target of Indian supported terrorist campaigns since its independence.
China had never accepted the British-negotiated boundary agreements
in northeastern Kashmir. This remained the case following the communist
takeover in China in 1949, although the new government did ask India—
without success—to open negotiations regarding the border. After Chinese
authority was established in Tibet and reasserted in Xinjiang, Chinese forces
penetrated into the northeastern parts of Ladakh. This was done mainly because it allowed them to build a military road through the Aksai Chin plateau
area (completed in 1956–57) to provide better communication between Xinjiang and western Tibet; it also gave the Chinese control of passes in the
region between India and Tibet. India’s belated discovery of this road led to
border clashes between the two countries that culminated in the Sino-Indian
war of October 1962. China has occupied the northeastern part of Ladakh
since the conflict. India refused to negotiate with China on the alignment of
the Ladakhi boundary in this area, and the incident contributed significantly
to a diplomatic rift between the two countries that began to heal only in the
late 1980s. In the following decades, China worked to improve its relations
with India, but there has been no resolution to the disputed Ladakh frontier.
United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights who expressed
serious concern about the situation in Kashmir and proposed on September
13, 2016, that “an independent, impartial and international mission is now
needed crucially and that it should be given free and complete access to
establish an objective assessment of the claims made by the two sides. We
place the trust in the statesmanship of the Excellency, as the Secretary General of the United Nations that you will not countenance any attempt to ignore
the wishes of the people of the State of Jammu and Kashmir and bypass
the expression of those wishes.”
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Terrorism

How to survive
Faheem Amir
Many interesting, important, intriguing, game-changing and epoch-making incidents have taken place in Pakistan during the last two weeks. The PTI Chairman
Imran Khan publically named and shamed 20 lawmakers for participating in
horsetrading during the Senate elections. Chief Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib
Nisar clearly rubbished the idea of a “judicial martial law”. The PTM held its
rallies in Peshawar and Lahore. The PM of Pakistan, Shahid Haqan Abbasi,
held a meeting with three declared absconders in London along with Nawaz
Sharif, an ousted prime minister. The HRCP came under fire. Meesha Shafi, a
singer-actress, accused superstar Ali Zafar of sexual harassment.
On 18th April, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan announced that the party was taking action against 20 lawmakers for "participating
in horse trading" during the Senate elections last month.
Addressing a press conference in Islamabad, Imran Khan said that "the
party will give the accused a chance to explain before their names are forwarded
to the National Accountability Bureau. Khan claimed that the PTI, by expelling
nearly "30 per cent of its leaders", was "truly protecting the sanctity of the vote"
and wondered if other political parties would follow suit. "This is not the first time
lawmakers have taken part in horsetrading," Khan said. "This has been happening for the past 30 or 40 years." The PTI chief said that the accused lawmakers had received as much as Rs40 million each and added that the party
would issue a show-cause notice to them.
By taking such drastic action against the party and the KP government members, in fact, Imran Khan has put the sanctity of the vote above party ambitions,
politics and government. Without any fear of losing the majority in the house,
Imran Khan has taken such a bold and exemplary step which is commendable.
The PTI has also set a new example in politics. No political party has adopted
such a strategy in the history of Pakistan. But the PTI has taken the risk of antagonising the party as a whole, provoking desertion and dissent right before
the 2018 elections. This is a laudable undertaking and other political parties
should also follow this example and purge their parties of all the corrupt members. There are some politicians and analysts who are blaming Imran Khan for
having a double standard against the corruption of the party leaders. Imran Khan
has not included Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar,the former British parliamentarian,who swept to the Senate from the Punjab despite of having a strength of
the PTI's 30 seats, on the list of suspect votes. Khan’s critics are rightfully asking
how is alleged selling of votes different from “buying”? Horse-trading is, after all,
a two-way process. Then, Jahangir Tareen, the former party secretary general
who disqualified by the Apex court for financial misdeeds, still holds importance
in the party and decision-making. Another leader Aleem Khan is also facing corruption cases in the NAB court. Azam Sawati and Ayoob Afridi, who have
won the Senate seats, are also not honest people. Imran Khan has not expelled
them from the party. Rather, he is applying a different standard when it comes
to these party leaders. Moreover, Imran Khan has also taken many other corrupt but electable leaders like Mustafa Khar, Dr. Ferdose Ashiq Awan and Amir
Liaqat Hussain, etc., from other political parties. He has forgotten his ideology
and, now, just wants to win the coming elections. It is a sad reality that Imran
Khan is doing politics like Nawaz Sharif, Asif Ali Zardari and Maulana Fazlul
Rehman. On the other hand, the apex court is not only trying to protect the fundamental rights of the people but also expose the bad governance in the country, especially in the Punjab. The PML-N government has launched a
propaganda campaign against the apex court after the Panama verdict. The
party is spreading rumours about an impending “judicial martial law”. The Chief
Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar scotched the rumour on 21 April.
"This could be someone's heart's desire, but people should not think that
we are doing anything to usher in 'judicial martial law' in the country," the chief
justice said while addressing an event at Lahore's Aiwan-i-Iqbal. "There is no
such thing in the Constitution, and we will not do anything that is not by the
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book," the CJP said, before adding that no one in the country would let the
judges do such a thing. "I earlier said that if any such move is made, I will leave
my post. Today, I am saying that if anyone tries to harm this country, all 17 judges
of the Supreme Court will no longer continue in their posts."
"This country is a democratic state. Allama Iqbal and the Quaid-i-Azam
dreamt of it as a democratic state, and so it shall remain," he said. "We will fight
for the nation's rights and the day we feel that the country does not stand with
us, we will give our posts up," Justice Nisar stated. "I promise this nation that I
will do whatever is in my power for this country," he added.
"Nations with no countries of their own are unfortunate. We should thank
the Almighty that we have a country to call our own, which the Quaid [Muhammad Ali Jinnah] and Iqbal fought for us to get," Justice Nisar said. "We did not
get Pakistan as charity. We had to fight hard and sacrifice blood, sweat and
tears to build this country. However, this country today is not being given its due
importance." "In my eyes, education is the most important issue of all. Those
nations which have educated their youth are leading the world today. We, on
the other hand, are shutting educational institutions down instead of creating
new ones to cater to our needs," the chief justice said. Referring to the Punjab
University case he had ruled on earlier in the day, Justice Nisar said, "80 canals
of land from a university were taken away to build a grid station. How will this
nation flourish until we give our youth the education they need to excel."
The apex court under the leadership of Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar
has given a new hope to the people of Pakistan. But, the ruling elite, especially the PML-N leaders Nawaz Sharif,Maryam Nawaz and Shehbaz Sharif,
etc., are very unhappy with the judiciary. They are seeing their fall which is
written on the wall. Meawhile, the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM) has
emerged in the country. On 22 April, the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM)
held a rally at Lahore's Mochi Gate, despite the Punjab government's refusal
to issue a permit for the event. PTM's central leader Ali Wazir said, "The
movement has come to Lahore so that if something [untoward] happens in
the future, nobody can say 'You never reached out to us'." Manzoor Pashteen
said the whole country had seen the result of the PTM's first demand: the arrest of former SSP Malik Rao Anwar. "Now even the court is saying Anwar is
a terrorist and Waziristan native Naqeebullah Mehsud, who was shot dead
in a police encounter, has been declared innocent." "When they can sell
4,000 people, they can do a lot more," Pashteen said, referring to a recent
claim by Justice Javed Iqbal, the head of the missing persons commission,
who had accused former president Pervez Musharraf of handing over 4,000
Pakistanis to the United States."We demand that we should be told the
amount for which they [missing persons] were sold. We will collect that money
and give it to you so you can bring them back. Do not release them, just give
them to the courts if they have committed a crime."
He also demanded that first information reports against students in Lahore,
who are PTM supporters, should be withdrawn. "We are very peaceful but do
not forget that we are young, and young people do not have a lot of patience."
"Now that we have risen up against oppression, we do not fear for our heads,"
the PTM leader asserted.The PTM phenomena is unique in many ways. It is
not a political party but the JUI-F,the ANP, Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party, are
supporting and sponsoring it just to protect their own partisan interests in FATA
and other tribal areas. These parties have lost their popularity due to corruption.
To check the popularity of the PTI, they are supporting the PTM. It wants to protect the fundamental rights of the people guaranteed in the constitution.
According to some reports, the CIA, RAW and the NDS have created this
just to halt the CPEC and destabilise the country.
The state should try to pacify the anger of the PTM youth by solving their
problems and fulfilling their legal and constitutional demands immediately. It
should not allow the enemy to take advantage of this situation.
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Education

HEC pushed to the
verge of disaster
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The Higher Education Commission (HEC) Pakistan has been pushed to
the verge of disaster apparently under a scheme, according to the results
of a scientific study, released in the third week of April 2018.
The higher educational institution’s regulatory body, with an annual
budget of over Rs95 billion, fast lost its credibility during the past four
years, due to its poor performance under the incumbent management,
according to the report, prepared by eight most reputed academic and
research bodies of the country.
Those contributing to the report include: Working Group on Higher
Education Reforms, Federation of All Pakistan Universities Academic
Staff Association, Islamabad Chapter, Institute for Democratic Education
and Accountability (IDEA), Ph.D. Doctors Association Pakistan (PDA),
Centre for Inclusive Governance (CIG) Pakistan, National Democratic
Foundation (NDF) Pakistan, Youth Council of Pakistan (YCP), Centre for
Culture and Development Pakistan (CCDP) and Pakistan Social Services
Partnership (PSSP).
Before we go into details of the damages inflicted on the HEC Pakistan under the incumbent management, let’s look at the background of
the issue in some detail.
The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan started facing problems in 2010, after it verified the degrees of a large number of people,
especially politicians, on the Supreme Court of Pakistan orders, and declared a number of them fake. Under the 18th Constitutional Amendment,
introduced in 2010 by the government of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP),
higher education was also declared a provincial subject, meaning that
the provincial governments would be responsible for the sector. Dr. Attaur-Rahman, the founder chairman of HEC, believes that the move was
aimed at getting rid of an independent body at the Centre. He says politicians deemed it easy to handle the provincial HECs, in the face of verification of their academic qualifications.
The first attempt to devolve the federal HEC was made in 2010, which
was challenged in the Supreme Court of Pakistan. The apex court termed
the move illegal in 2011 and declared that fresh legislation was required
to move forward on the issue. It also ruled that in case of a conflict, the
HEC Ordinance 2002 would take precedence.
Later on, the matter was referred to the Council of Common Interests
(CCI), and after almost eight years since the passage of the 18th Amendment, the fate of the HEC has been decided by the Council recently. The
CCI declared that the HEC was not being dissolved and the apex education body was given the green signal to continue playing a key role in
the country’s higher education sector. However, it also agreed to let
provincial HECs function in their respective regions.
The educationists termed the CCI verdict a middle-of-the-road deci-
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sion, under which powers and responsibilities have been divided among
the federation, HEC and the provinces. As before, the federal HEC will
still be responsible for devising national policies and standards and at
the same time, for setting up minimum standards to be enforced at all
higher education institutions. The body will also devise minimum standards for the establishment of institutions of higher education in the country.
The federal HEC will also formulate curriculum as well as be responsible for conducting the process of equivalence of qualification, and
recognition and attestation of degrees. The commission will set standards for international collaborations and linkages along with defining
national priorities and policy matters for higher education in the country.
The body will also be responsible for monitoring the quality of education
through its quality assurance cells.
However, some of the roles traditionally carried out by the HEC will
now become shared with provincial HECs. These include funds allocation, creating fellowships, scholarships and endowment funds. Both federal and provincial bodies will work together for the promotion of research
and strengthen industry-academia linkages, as well as for training human
resource and faculty, and taking development initiatives. Collection of information and statistics regarding the sector and promoting links between
different institutions and collaborative research, personnel exchange and
cost sharing will also be shared by the federal and provincial bodies.
Representation of provinces in the governing body of the HEC will
also be increased as part of the collaboration.
Meanwhile, Sindh established its own body, Sindh Higher Education
Commission (SHEC) in 2013, and Punjab followed suit in 2015 with its
own Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC). KhyberPakhtunkhwa is planning to do the same in the near future, while the
Balochistan government has also hinted at setting up a similar body.
But it is regrettable that the HEC, meanwhile, has been damaged to
the core. The report prepared by reputable organisations showed that
serious irregularities and illegalities were committed at HEC since the
appointment of the out-going Chairman Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed. Part I of the
report is related to four-year performance of Dr. Mukhtar, as chairperson
from April 2014 to April 2018.
According to the report, the HEC is one of the key institutions under
the controlling authority of the prime minister of Pakistan, and its success
and performance is linked with the future of this nation through almost
187 public and private sector universities.
While reviewing governance crises/violations and irregularities, the
report mentioned that a culture of ad hocism and favouritism was deliberately promoted through appointment of a number of senior officers on
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deputation basis. In addition, in violation of the Supreme Court orders
and the HEC recruitment rules, retired government officials’ contracts
were extended as the heads of key departments: Audit, Quality Assurance and Chairman Office, etc., and the consultants were made responsible for critically important functions of the HEC, instead of recruiting
professionals through an openly competitive process.
The Federal Audit Report 2016-17, released recently, highlighted that
the HEC administration failed to utilise 49% of the development funds
(Rs373.738 million) due to poor monitoring, inefficient management and
weak governance. This happened for the first time in 15 years of the
HEC in continuity of recent decline in performance of the Commission,
observed by academia at large.
The failure to utilise almost half of the HEC funds led to severe fiscal
deficiencies within public sector universities, including delay in completion of higher education projects. According to the report, the compliance
status of directives of the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) remained
zero per cent as 12 directives were still pending for compliance.
Also, says the report, out of 149 new development projects reflected
in the annual budget/PSDP (Public Sector Development Programme),
the HEC could get only 66 projects approved during the last three years,
which resulted in depriving public sector universities of improving existing
facilities and fulfilling growing needs.
During these four years, the HEC’s 18-member governing body
(Commission) was rendered ineffective and non-functional due to nonappointment of more than 10 regular members. The HEC did not pursue
it purposely, to avoid control of the governing body. This led to ad hocism
in making policy decisions in violation of the HEC Act.
The report shows that all important policy decisions were made by
Dr. Mukhtar himself, without getting approval of the HEC governing body
or the prime minister, who is the controlling authority of the HEC, and
without consultation with stakeholders concerned.
The current financial year budget 2017-18 was not approved by the

May 1-15, 2018

HEC Board, which is required under the HEC Act. Two meetings were
also mandatory as per the Act, but none was held. As per clause 10 (g
and h) of the HEC Ordinance, the Commission was bound for provision
of recurring and development funding on performance and need basis
and review/ examination of the financial requirements of public sector
institutions.
The chairperson deliberately put aside the decision of the parliamentary forum of the Senate Standing Committee on Education which, in its
meeting dated September 18, 2014, had asked the HEC to develop certain formulae for funding to the universities, revealed the report. The
committee remarked: “The HEC should not unilaterally decide who
should get what amount.”
The report points out that the HEC administration, instead of playing
a supportive role, continued unnecessary interference in internal affairs
of public sector universities. The report revealed that violating the HEC
Ordinance 2002 and ignoring the key recommendations/ decisions of
Steering Committee on Higher Education (2002) and Task Force on Improvement in Higher Education in Pakistan (2002), the HEC was converted into an authority instead of a facilitative body. Countrywide
protests by foreign/ local Ph.D. holders were reported against the discriminatory policies of the HEC administration, as more than 1,400 Ph.D.
holders also suffered due to delay in verification of degrees because of
which most of them could not get jobs.
According to the report, the HEC also failed in effective implementation of the Prime Minister’s Laptop Scheme, which was assigned to it.
The HEC leadership also faced allegations of irregularities in the laptop
scheme for talented students, which is being probed by NAB (National
Accountability Bureau) currently, besides raising several objections over
its process by the Pakistan chapter of the global anti-corruption watchdog Transparency International.
The report suggests a thorough investigation into all these illegalities
and irregularities by NAB and bringing the culprits to book.
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Subversion

PTM: Enemy’s wrong choice
Mehr Ispahani
The Pakhtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM) has come up with highly sensitive demands, therefore it needs to be handled with extra care, both by the government
as well as the armed forces. Some of the demands, as observers opine, are popularly acceptable and if met then most of the PTM grievances can automatically
be settled. However, given the PTM agenda, its unfolding campaign and changing
course of propaganda which is taking head-on the Pakistan armed forces and
the very existence of Pakistan, one is compelled to believe that there is some hidden design as if directed by the enemy.
Although the enemy onslaught this time, through launching of the PTM, is believed to be extremely lethal, yet one is also convinced that the enemies have
made a serious blunder, while hatching it at their headquarters, by misreading yet
again the prowess of the Pakistan military, the collective understanding of the Pakistani nation and the fore drawn conclusions of the so- called sponsored handlers
of PTM. How absurdly the PTM has been fed to project the unimaginable theme
that “none other than the Army itself is running the TTP!” An army that has sacrificed more than 5,000 of its soldiers and officers while fighting the TTP, over 15,000
have got injured, maimed or crippled, many of them can be seen at AFIRM centre
of military hospitals in Rawalpindi, Lahore and other cities. The martyrs and the
injured include sepoys, lance naiks, naiks, havildars, NCOs, lieutenants, captains,
majors, colonels, brigadiers and generals. Four generals – Mushtaq Baig, Bilal
Umar, Sanaullah Niazi and Javed Sultan – have laid down their lives in this war
against the TTP and other terrorist groups.
If the Pakistan army is running the TTP, then how come, the children of army
personnel were massacred at the Army Public School (APS) Peshawar; the terrorist attack was admittedly conducted by the TTP on 16 December, 2014. How
come the army-run educational institutes, cadet colleges and hospitals are attacked and damaged by the TTP which the PTM says is run by the army? How
could TTP terrorists attack mosques in garrisons, like Parade Lane Mosque
Rawalpindi, where most of the namazis were people from the army, soldiers and
officers, and their sons and elders? How come TTP terrorists dared to slit the
throats and behead tens of army jawans and officers, Col. Imam and Khalid
Khwaja including? How can an army run the murderers of its own men? TTP terrorists attacked Mehran Base Karachi, Kamra Base Rawalpindi, Budhber Base
Peshawar, ISI buildings across country, even the General Headquarters
Rawalpindi. Those martyred in these incidents also included soldiers who belonged to the Pashtun belt in FATA and KP. The pertinent question is why then no
Tahaffuz movement was launched by Pashteen-like people to save their dear
ones from the terrorists of TTP?
Doesn’t the PTM know that the government delayed operation in North
Waziristan for many years. And the demand came from tribal people themselves.
Terrorists had killed more than 500 Maliks in agencies as they had refused to play
into their hands. Terrorists, both local and foreign, used to hijack the locals; they
either kidnapped or bought girls to marry them. This became a cause of exploiting
the locals. Hundreds of youth were coerced to join the terrorists or otherwise were
killed or disappeared. Journalist Hayatullah’s murder disclosed the modus
operandi of the terrorists. Only in Bajaur before the launch of Operation Sherdil (6
August, 2008 to 31 March, 2010) hundreds were killed, kidnapped or disappeared.
The terrorists consolidated their positions with help from Afghanistan. The army
was to suffer 75 martyrs and 383 injured; the FC had 72 shaheeds and 208 injured, while the Levies had 16 shaheeds and 16 injured, totaling 163 martyrs and
607 injured. Why the people of NWA forcefully demanded on army operation, was
because they were impressed over the successful conducting of the Swat operation and smooth transfer, return and rehabilitation of displaced people. At the
launch of the Operation, the residents of NWA willingly evacuated their homes
and shifted to makeshift camps in order to facilitate the army against terrorists.
So collateral damage remained minimum. Analysts like Rahimullah Yusufzai,
Afrasiab Khattak, Shamim Shahid, Aqeel Yousafzai, Rustam Khan Mohmand,
Mahmood Shah, and Asad Munir had also demanded the same, besides political
agents, maliks and jirga heads. Yet conducting the operation was not easy because the terrorists were hiding behind human shields; difficult for the army but
easy for terrorists to aim at a target. For this reason, the army bore casualties in
its bid to save the lives of the civil population.
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The PTM’s accusation that 36,000 people, including 1,400 women, were missing from areas of operation, seems not only incorrect but beyond logic. Those
missing could not be with the army. Instead, the persons the PTM claims missing
must be those who joined the TTP for money or through intimidation, or many
had crossed into Afghanistan to join Fazlullah or other terror groups operating
against Pakistan. They were either used as suicide bombers or took part in terrorist
attacks against the Pakistani security forces.
Reports suggest that the TTP had been giving a salary to each Taliban fighter
from Rs 15,000 to Rs 30,000. The boys trained for suicide bombing, who have
been arrested by security forces, and are now undergoing rehabilitation in de-radicalization centres, confirmed that each bomber was entitled to receive a briefcase
full of money, before embarking on a suicide mission, which their handlers used
to deliver at their homes. The boys undergoing de-radicalization are not missing
nor have disappeared; they are duly registered. Most teen-agers are kidnappees
hailing from Punjab. Therefore, the PTM’s claim of missing persons seems aimed
at inciting public sentiment.
Why the PTM’s emergence coincides with Pakistan’s fencing of the 2,600-km
Afghan border is obvious: The TTP hiding inside Afghanistan, RAW and other
agencies inimical to Pakistan had a free hand to cross over and conduct terror inside Pakistan, especially in FATA and KP. Why did Kabul, the ISAF and NATO
oppose fencing, when they had long been claiming that perpetrators of terror incidents in Afghanistan were coming from Pakistan? Wasn’t it in their interest to
take the initiative of fencing the border from their side? Isn’t it in their interest while
Pakistan is erecting the fence, which would equally help them to stop entry of unwanted people? Why the PTM opposes fencing is because it is the Afghan
agenda, as Ashraf Ghani and others have announced support to Pashteen. The
PTM serves their cause because infiltration will be difficult after fencing.
Who is funding the PTM? How can the displaced people of FATA, Manzoor
Pashteen included, who were unable to manage their own living, are able to
arrange sit-ins one after another in different cities across Pakistan, and to hold
long marches from Peshawar to Islamabad and from Quetta to Karachi? This is
not possible without heavy amounts pouring in from abroad. Who is running the
media campaign of the otherwise “neglected” education-deprived’ part of Pakistan,
who do not have laptops or even cell phones? Pashteen has reportedly Facebook/
Twitter accounts with name of “ILLITERATI”. The way the PTM projects its point
of view seems to have a thorough preparation, training and coaching. Slogans
being chanted against the army doesn’t seem to be creation of ordinary people.
Ironically, certain “liberal” media stalwarts on TV channels, newspapers, Facebook or Twitter, are writing articles, tweets and social media posts projecting Pashteen as a larger than life figure or an intellectual. The articles appearing in the
international media like VOA, BBC, Al-Jazeera attempt to glorify the PTM in a
“heroic” way. It is a fact of fake news, that the more it is reiterated, and by so-called
established sources, the greater the possibility of its acceptance.
The conclusion drawn in the recently held Corps Commanders conference
again leads to the just demand for merger of FATA with KP. Besides, issues like
those of displaced people, their resettlement and creating bread-earning initiatives
must be resolved at the earliest. FATA reforms must include the agenda of offering
Pashtun youth better opportunities, working environment and development in their
areas. The army has done a lot on ongoing projects in FATA, including hundreds
of kilometers of roads network, water and irrigation schemes, schools, colleges,
cadet colleges, hospitals, dispensaries, nursing houses, lady health visitor facilities
and business opportunities.Army Chief General Javed Bajwa has rightly questioned the motive of the PTM campaign, saying just days after peace and stability
returned to the tribal areas, some people launched a movement to disrupt normalcy there. “Some internal and external elements are hell-bent upon harming
Pakistan’s national security. But I want to tell them that the armed forces with the
support of the people of Pakistan will not let their ulterior motives succeed.” However, the governments as well as the army need to read the sensitivity and timing
of the PTM’s coming into the limelight and take it as an opportunity to solve lingering issues in the tribal areas. Luckily, we have a strong base in KP and there
are voices more powerful against the PTM and its designs that may prove to be
deleterious to the stability and security of Pakistan.
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Your View
Pir Koh needs water

Amnesty & PML-N
EVER since the announcement of the latest amnesty scheme by the

PIR Koh in Balochistan, popularly known as the Pir Koh gas field,

government – the sixth in the past decade – there have been discus-

is located 18 kilometres from Dera Bugti. The area has been suf-

sions in the media on the efficacy of the scheme. Many have com-

fering from an acute water shortage since 2008. The problem has

pared it with the Indonesian amnesty scheme of 2016, labelled as

assumed such epic proportions that now there is not even enough

one of the most successful amnesty programmes around the world.

drinking water.

The government claims that the amnesty scheme is designed to

The people of Pir Koh have reminded their representatives in the

change the economic landscape of the country. However, all major

assemblies and also in the Senate about their grievances. During

opposition parties have rejected it for the timing of its announce-

the prime minister’s last visit to Dera Bugti, he had promised that

ment and the hasty manner in which it has been promulgated. The

Pir Koh would get water in two months, but his directives were not

PML-N government has only two months left before its five-year

honoured. Last December, our MPA had announced a Rs300 mil-

term comes to an end. The ordinances were promulgated hours be-

lion water scheme for the area but still there is no water.

fore parliament was scheduled to meet; the prime minister an-

This is a plea to the higher authorities to please take urgent action.
Yaqoob Nossani Bugti

nounced the scheme and tax concessions after a short meeting of

Pir Koh

the economic advisory committee, which has no legal constitutional
status. The annual budget for the next financial year is scheduled
to be announced shortly; all this casts a shadow on the amnesty
scheme.

Privatising assets

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi is known to be faithful to his
leader Nawaz Sharif. It is therefore presumed that this matter was

For the information of the public at large, it is not the business of

undertaken on the advice and approval of the former prime minister.

the government to run large industrial organisations such as Pak-

The aim seems to favour a corrupt political clique that has stashed

istan Steel Mills or PIA. At present, the steel mills have over 13,000

its wealth abroad; the massive tax relief is to lure in the urban busi-

employees sitting idle and being paid out of our taxes. They have

ness community that forms the major vote bank of the PML-N.

done nothing but ask for salaries since the plant was shut down.

Maj. (r) Mumtaz Bashir
Lahore

The same is the case with PIA, with a staff of over 19,000 managing a fleet of not more than 53 planes in operation. That means
that 359 employees are handling a single plane. The only way out
is to privatise these organisations. Take the example of a couple of

Fair elections

banks that were earlier run by the government and later privatised.
The federal government was paying billions keeping them alive;

EVERY election held in the country has been marred by allegations

now, they pay more than that in taxes every year.

of rigging and malpractice. The losers always blame the winner for

Inayat Ullah Sheikh

using unfair means or the involvement of invisible forces, while the

Lahore

winners almost always boast that their win was the voice of the
public. For example, in one of the polls, the late Benazir Bhutto
claimed that her party was winning during the day but by the time
night fell, it had lost. The 2013 polls were so controversial that all

University education

parties, winners and losers, cried foul.

AN enlightened education is the panacea for all ills. Pakistan also

The judicial commission, formed after protests by the PTI, con-

has to tread this path, and this has become all the more neces-

cluded that there was no evidence of pre-poll rigging, but that the

sary with CPEC set to materialise. A good university education is

Election Commission of Pakistan had committed many irregulari-

essential if Pakistan is to reap benefits. The Higher Education

ties. However, no action was taken. Similarly, the latest Senate

Commission has rendered yeoman service but more needs to be

election has triggered a new war of words between parties.

done. It should provide monetary facilities to deserving students.

How can we expect any good to come out of the upcoming polls

The governments of Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan should be fa-

this year? It is the collective responsibility to mutually evolve a pol-

cilitated in setting up more engineering universities to cater to the

icy that can defuse differences and create a harmonious, cordial,

enhanced need for diversified skills. In the existing universities in

and peaceful environment for conducting fair elections.

other provinces, engineering education should be improved.
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Researchers create super sponge
that mops up oil spills
Adam Morton
Oil spills could be
soaked up by a new
floating substance
that combines waste
from the petroleum
industry and cooking
oil, according to new
research led by
South
Australia’s
Flinders University.
The new polymer,
made from sulphur and canola cooking oil, acted like a sponge to remove
crude oil and diesel from seawater, according to a new study. The polymer can be squeezed to remove the oil and then reused. The lead researcher, Dr. Justin Chalker, said it had the potential to be a cheap and
sustainable recovery tool in areas affected by oil spills. “We anticipate
that when we get to economies of scale we will be able to compete in
price with other materials that are used to soak up oil,” said Chalker, senior lecturer in synthetic chemistry at Flinders University. “Our goal is for
this to be used globally. It is inexpensive, and we have an eye for it to be
used in parts of the world such as the Amazon Basin in Ecuador and the
Niger Delta that don’t have access to solutions to oil spills.”
The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation says about
7,000 tonnes of crude oil were spilt into oceans last year. The BP
Deepwater Horizon explosion in 2010, which released 4.9m barrels of
crude oil into the Gulf of Mexico, prompted new research efforts but
large spills continue.
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A hole in an ancient cow’s skull could
have been surgery practice
Bruce Bower
Ancient surgeons
may have practiced
dangerous skullopening
procedures on cows
before operating on
people.
A previously excavated cow skull
from a roughly
5,400- to 5,000-year-old settlement in France contains a surgically created
hole on the right side, a new study finds. No signs of bone healing, which
start several days after an injury, appear around the opening. One or more
people may have rehearsed surgical techniques on a dead cow, or may
have tried unsuccessfully to save a sick cow’s life in what would be the
oldest known case of veterinary surgery, researchers conclude.
Evidence of skull surgery on humans, whether for medical or ritual reasons,
goes back about 11,000 years. Ancient surgeons needed to know how and
where to scrape away bone without harming brain tissue and blood vessels. So practicing bone removal on cows or other animals is plausible.
The ancient cow’s skull opening, shaped almost in a square and framed
by scrape marks, resembles two instances of human skull surgery from
around the same time in France, say biological anthropologists Fernando
Ramirez Rozzi of CNRS in Montrouge, France, and Alain Froment of IRDMuseum of Man in Paris. Microscopic and X-ray analyses found no fractures or splintered bone that would have resulted from goring by another
cow’s horn. No damage typical of someone having struck the cow’s head
with a club or other weapon appeared, either.
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Health

Who lives longer -- night owls or early birds?
Dennis Thompson
"Night owls" might pay a price when it comes to their health and longevity,
a new study reports.
Folks who stay up late and struggle to wake in the morning have a 10 percent higher risk of dying sooner than so-called "morning larks" who are
early to bed and early to rise, said lead researcher Kristin Knutson. She's
an associate professor of neurology at Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine in Chicago. "It is important for people who are night
owls to learn there may be health consequences, but there may be things
they can do to help overcome those problems," Knutson said. "There's
hope, but it may take some effort."
The finding is based on a study of more than 433,000 British adults. As
part of the study, they were asked to place themselves into one of four categories -- definite morning or evening types, or moderate morning or
evening types. "For morning lark types, the clock is set to have things happen earlier in the day -- go to sleep earlier, wake up earlier, eat earlier,"
Knutson said. "And then, of course, the reverse is true for night owls."
About a quarter of folks identified themselves as morning larks, and about
9 percent said they were definitely night owls, Knutson said. The researchers then tracked the health of all participants for 6.5 years, to see

whether sleeping patterns were associated with an increased risk of death
and illness. Night owls were slightly more likely to die during the study period compared with morning larks, after researchers controlled for other
health risk factors, Knutson said. Night owls also had more health problems
-- twice the risk of psychological disorders, 30 percent more risk of diabetes, 25 percent increased risk of neurological problems, 23 percent
higher risk of gastrointestinal disorders and 22 percent increased risk of
respiratory disease.

Love your hair color? You have 124 genes that decide
Robert Preidt
The color of your hair turns out to be a complicated thing, with a full 124 genes
determining whether you wind up a blonde, brunette or redhead.
The researchers who pinpointed the origins of hair hue said their findings
could improve understanding of health conditions linked to pigmentation,
including skin, prostate and ovarian cancers. For the study, investigators
analyzed DNA data from nearly 300,000 people of European descent,
along with information about their hair color. Using this information, the
team identified 124 genes that play a major role in determining hair color.
Of those genes, more than 100 were not previously known to influence
pigmentation. "This work will impact several fields of biology and medicine.
As the largest ever genetic study on pigmentation, it will improve our understanding of diseases like melanoma, an aggressive form of skin cancer," said study co-lead author Tim Spector, a professor at King's College,
London.
"The genes that affect hair color also affect other cancer types, while other
pigment genes affect the chances of having Crohn's and other forms of bowel
disease," he added in a university news release. "Our work helps us to understand what causes human diversity in appearance by showing how genes
involved in pigmentation subtly adapted to external environments and even
social interactions during our evolution," Spector said. "We found that women
have significantly fairer hair than men, which reflects how important cultural
practices are in shaping our genes and biology," Spector added.
Co-lead author Manfred Kayser, a professor at Erasmus MC University
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Medical Center in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, said the finding could have
yet another application. "Besides substantially increasing our understanding
of human pigmentation genetics in general, finding these new hair color
genes is also important for further increasing the accuracy of hair color prediction from DNA traces in future forensic applications, which can help to
find unknown perpetrators of crime," Kayser said.
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Western

Custody

Peter Bradshaw

Wendy Ide

One of the films of the year
has arrived – maybe the best
of the year – a work of unmatched subtlety, complexity
and artistry. It is about tension
and transgression, and yet
also succeeds in evoking a
pure and miraculous calm.
The German film-maker
Valeska Grisebach leads you gently by the hand along her drama’s meandering path into a grove of mystery. She never allows you to make
assumptions about the good guys and bad guys, doesn’t confect the obvious confrontations and crises that another type of film would consider
necessary, and doesn’t coerce the audience into consenting to the inevitability of violence.

It starts in a family custody hearing,
a Dardennes-style exercise in efficient naturalism. But the clipped, social-realist
restraint
gradually
fractures into something brittle and
breathless, something closer to pure
horror. The blood ties are rent as
thoroughly as the splintered wood of the bathroom door – the flimsy last
barrier between Miriam (Léa Drucker), her 11-year-old son, Julien
(Thomas Gioria), and the ferocious, relentless rage of her ex-husband,
Antoine (Denis Ménochet).

A bored bunch of German construction workers show up in the remote,
mountainous and stunningly beautiful region of southwestern Bulgaria
to build a hydroelectric power station, evidently with EU money. But there
is a serious problem with the job: the site manager has been inadequately briefed about the terrain; there is no regular water supply to
make the concrete and the gravel they paid for hasn’t arrived. Work
grinds to a halt and the men have little to do but lounge around in the
sun, drinking beer, boorishly flying the German flag from their camp and
making leering, arrogant advances to the women from the village, while
antagonising the local men. Meinhard Neumann plays Meinhard, a quiet,
ruminative worker.

And if that seems like an abrupt tonal shift, well, that’s rather the point that
actor turned first-time writer-director Xavier Legrand is making. For the
women in France who are killed at a rate of one every three days by their
partners, banal quotidian routines can coexist with paralysing fear and violence. The effect is wrenching. For all its stripped-bare economy and unsentimentality, this is one of the most emotionally devastating cinema
experiences of the past year. Legrand, who cites Greek tragedies, Kramer
vs Kramer and The Shining among his influences, has explored domestic
violence once before, in a short film. Just Before Losing Everything features the same characters earlier, when Miriam is poised to flee her marriage. But the films are independent entities. We are offered no flashbacks
here to give weight to the claims and the counterclaims that are parried
before the presiding judge. It’s possible, given Antoine’s air of solid dependability, that, like the judge, some audience members might be persuaded that the father should indeed have access to his son.

Wonderstruck

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society

Tim Robey

Robbie Collin

Childhood has not hitherto
been a major subject for Carol
director Todd Haynes. But it
has for Brian Selznick, the author of novel-comic hybrids
from whose books Martin
Scorsese's Hugo and now
Haynes's Wonderstruck have been adapted.
Hugo was an over-CGI'd and taxing boondoggle, which threw a lot of
energy into making itself ruinously impersonal, a kind of "Everychild"
magical mystery tour of period Paris and cinema's early days. Wonderstruck, which juggles the threads of two stray timelines and gradually
braids them, inch by inch, could have gone the same way. But that's to
reckon without the handmade precision of Haynes’s film-making, which
will never fling extortionate 3D effects at you when it can patiently dress
a set with the exact props to tell you everything. Take the bedroom of
main character Ben (Oakes Fegley), a forlorn 12-year-old living in Minnesota in 1977. We see a chunk of limestone, a toy truck, a giraffe,
neatly ordered with related objects, tagged and within reach. He is a collector, an amateur curator. Ben’s mother, played in brief flashbacks by
Michelle Williams, has recently died, leaving him a de facto orphan,
since his father fled years before.
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The good news about The
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society is that if
you’re not enjoying the film,
it’s almost over by the time
you’ve learned the title. On
paper, the whole thing is a bit
of
a
head-scratching
melange too: equal parts comedy, travelogue and whodunit, rigged
around wartime flashbacks and an urban-rural love triangle.
This makes it the kind of story which these days would almost always
end up as a TV mini-series, either screened across four Sunday
evenings on the BBC or constantly plugged beneath the words “Because you watched The Crown” on Netflix. But thank goodness this one
hasn’t: escapism this well-crafted deserves a deluxe escape hatch.
Mike Newell’s adaptation of Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows’s epistolary novel is a film you don’t spend time with so much as spend time
in: every location in this irresistible romantic mystery is like a little minibreak for the soul, every costume and piece of set-dressing nibble-ably
gorgeous, and every character a pleasure to keep company with, even
the rotters.
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The Deriabad Chronicles

Rise and Kill First

Irshad Abdulkadir

Ronen Bergman

The Deriabad Chronicles traces the lives
of the offspring -- from different wives -of the deceased ruler of Deriabad, a former princely state of British India that
has acceded to Pakistan. Nawab Sartaj
Alam Khan, the eldest son, who succeeds his father, is a weak-kneed bumbler. His half-sister, Princess Bisma
(daughter of the ruler's Hindu wife) who
is separated from her husband, breaks
family tradition by entering national politics, contesting an election and joining
the cabinet. Success of her policy for
providing housing for the poor earns her
the wrath of the land mafia who plan her end. Her comrade-in-arms,
peasant Ameer Bakhsh, also an election winner, is likewise targeted for
tragedy. Of two remaining twin princesses, one incurs Sartaj's displeasure for choosing a husband from an alien sect. Her twin gets enbroiled
along with their French mother in a major Parisian scandal. Prince
Meheryar, the ruler's second son, leads an expedition to discover a lost
tribe, losing his heart en route to an intrepid reporter. The search uncovers many family mysteries.

The Talmud says: "If someone
comes to kill you, rise up and kill him
first." This instinct to take every
measure, even the most aggressive,
to defend the Jewish people is hardwired into Israel's DNA. From the
very beginning of its statehood in
1948, protecting the nation from
harm has been the responsibility of
its intelligence community and armed
services, and there is one weapon in
their vast arsenal that they have relied upon to thwart the most serious
threats: Targeted assassinations
have been used countless times, on
enemies large and small, sometimes
in response to attacks against the Israeli people and sometimes preemptively. In this page-turning, eye-opening book, journalist and military
analyst Ronen Bergman--praised by David Remnick as "arguably (Israel's) best investigative reporter"--offers a riveting inside account of the
targeted killing programs: their successes, their failures, and the moral
and political price exacted on the men and women who approved and
carried out the missions.

Political Risk
Condoleezza Rice
Political risk, the probability
that a political action could
significantly affect an organization, is changing
fast, and it's more widespread than ever before. In
the past, the chief concern
used to be whether a foreign dictator would nationalise the country's oil
industry or impose onerous new regulations.
Today, political risk stems
from a widening array of
political agents, from Twitter users and terrorists to
local officials, transnational
activists, hackers and insurgents. What's more, the
very institutions and laws
that are supposed to reduce uncertainty and risk often increase it instead. This means that in
today's globalised world there are no 'safe' bets. Political risk affects
companies and organisations of all sizes, operating everywhere from
London to Lahore, even if they don't know it. Political Risk investigates
and analyses this shifting landscape, suggests what businesses can do
to navigate it, and explains how all of us can better understand and deal
with these rapidly changing geopolitical dynamics.
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A Higher Loyalty
James Comey
In his book, former FBI director James Comey shares his
never-before-told
experiences from some of the highest-stakes situations of his
career in the past two
decades of American government, exploring what good,
ethical leadership looks like,
and how it drives sound decisions. His journey provides
an unprecedented entry into
the corridors of power, and a
remarkable lesson in what
makes an effective leader.
Comey served as director of
the FBI from 2013 to 2017,
appointed to the post by
President Barack Obama. He
previously served as U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York,
and the U.S. deputy attorney general in the administration of President
George W. Bush. From prosecuting the Mafia and Martha Stewart to
helping change the Bush administration's policies on torture and electronic surveillance, overseeing the Hillary Clinton e-mail investigation
as well as ties between the Trump campaign and Russia, Comey has
been involved in some of the most consequential cases and policies of
recent history.
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