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to defeat his party and he was being tried in fabricated cases.
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Elections

Campaign 2018
Nasim Ahmed

With the 2018 general elections only weeks away, the season of rallies
and public meetings has begun in full swing. From Karachi to Punjab to
KP, political leaders have become hyperactive.
Last week, while the PPP reached out to the people of Karachi, PTI
chief Imran Khan put up a massive political show in Lahore. Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal held a jalsa in Mardan, followed closely by PML-N’s power
show in Sahiwal. A week of mega rallies in different parts of the country
by major political parties has virtually kicked off the 2018 election campaign.
Last Sunday, both Imran Khan and Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari held mass
rallies in Pakistan’s two biggest cities, which for decades have been dominated by other parties - MQM in the case of Karachi and PML-N in Lahore.
People in both cities saw new political forces in action and responded en-
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thusiastically.
Given the crucial importance attached to the coming elections which
would determine the future course of politics in the country, electioneering
has begun with full force, with various parties coining new slogans to sway
public opinion and attract popular vote..
Not surprisingly, the PML-N is playing the victim card and has adopted
the slogan of ‘giving respect to the vote’ as its main campaign theme. Both
Nawaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz are repeating this mantra before crowds
of supporters in one city after another. Both father and daughter have
crafted an aggressive political style which they think will appeal to the common run of voters in Punjab.
But the ex-PM is appearing more and more like a drowning man trying
to catch at a straw. For, in the background lurk the corruption cases in the
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accountability court which are fast nearing
completion. Needless to say, an adverse verdict will come as a big shock to PML-N and
radically alter the country’s political landscape. The recent disqualification of Khawaja
Asif has dealt another serious blow to the
PML-N and intensified the process of defection and demoralisation within its ranks.
Nawaz Sharif is desperately fighting back,
but it is doubtful how many senior party leaders
would stand by him when it comes to the
crunch. With each passing day, the cracks in the
party are widening. The desertion of some halfa- dozen PML-N lawmakers from south Punjab
is seen by analysts as only the beginning of a
process of further fragmentation of the party.
Furthermore, in Punjab, which is the PMLN’s political base, it is facing a formidable
challenge from a resurgent PTI. Already many
defectors from the party have joined the PTI
bandwagon, while some electables are reportedly preparing to switch sides.
PTI’s power show in Lahore last week was a grand success. In the
course of his two-hour marathon speech, Imran Khan announced a comprehensive 11-point charter of reform that his party will implement after
coming to power. He coined a new slogan of “One Pakistan” in place of
the old one of “Naya Pakistan”, signifying the party’s increased emphasis
on inclusive development as a step towards a welfare state based on the
principles of Islam, to use Imran’s own words.
Reflecting the aspirations of the youth, the PTI’s 11-point charter focuses on the development of human capital such as education, health and
environment in contrast to the PML-N’s obsession with motorways and
other grand construction projects. Imran Khan also talked about creating
jobs by encouraging investment and improving the environment for business and boosting tourism.
With a large number of electables in its ranks, the party leadership is
now more confident of winning the next general elections with a comfortable margin. Since the road to Islamabad runs through Punjab, the PTI is
now concentrating all its energy on this province and making steady gains.
Unlike the PPP which may win a couple of seats in Karachi, the PTI seems
poised to replace the PML-N as the single largest party in Punjab in the
coming general elections.
The other major party in the electoral field is the PPP which was virtually wiped out in Punjab in the 2013 elections. No doubt, the PPP’s power
base in Sindh has remained intact, but, with its poor governance record
and reputation for corruption, it has lost its appeal to the electorate in Punjab. However, the party which has now reorganized itself hopes to pick up
some seats in the province, especially in south Punjab.
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Nawaz Sharif is desperately fighting
back, but it is doubtful how many
senior party leaders would stand by
him when it comes to the crunch.
With each passing day, the cracks in
the party are widening. The desertion of some half-a- dozen PML-N
lawmakers from south Punjab is seen
by analysts as only the beginning
of a process of further fragmentation
of the party
In the opinion of some analysts, in the case of a hung parliament, PPP
can emerge as a power broker. The wily Asif Zardari can spring a surprise at
any time as he recently did in Balochistan and in the course of the Senate
chairman’s elections. In view of his past record of successful political manipulations and alliance making, many political pundits don’t take him lightly when
he says that the next prime minister will be from the PPP. All told, the coming
polls are likely to throw up a completely new political configuration as opposed
to the previous one dominated mainly by the PML-N and the PPP.

05

Health

Lagging facilities
Nasim Ahmed

World Health Day is observed on April 7 every year, the day the World
Health Organization was founded in 1948. The special day is an initiative
of WHO, and its objective is to focus attention on the most important health
issues facing people around the world.
The World Health Organization has dedicated World Health Day 2018
to the fight for universal healthcare for all. The theme for World Health Day
2018 is Universal Health Coverage: Everyone, Everywhere.
WHO’s goal is a world where everyone has access to the healthcare
services they need without having to worry about going into debt paying
for them. Half the world is currently lacking access to appropriate medical
services. Another 100 million people have been forced into poverty from
paying for medical bills or services. The World Health Organization wants
to see one billion more people gain access to the healthcare and services
they need by 2023.
The World Health Organization was founded on the principle that all
people should be able to realise their right to the highest possible level of
health. For more than seven decades, “health for all” has been WHO's
guiding vision. It's also the impetus behind the current worldwide drive to
support countries in moving towards Universal Health Coverage (UHC).
This means ensuring that everyone, everywhere can access essential
quality health services without facing financial hardship. “Universal” in UHC
means “for all”without discrimination, leaving no one behind. Everyone,
everywhere has a right to benefit from health services they need without
falling into poverty when using them.
Time and again, experience has illustrated that UHC can be achieved
only when political will and commitment is strong. So in the 70th anniversary year, WHO has called on world leaders to live up to the pledges they
made when they agreed on the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015,
and commit to concrete steps to advance the health of all people.
Countries that invest in UHC make a sound investment in their human
capital. In recent decades, UHC has emerged as a key strategy to make
progress towards other health-related and broader development goals. Access to essential quality care and financial protection not
only enhances people's health and life expectancy,
it also protects countries from epidemics, reduces
poverty and the risk of hunger, creates jobs,
drives economic growth and enhances gender
equality.
Some countries have already made significant progress towards universal health coverage. Uzbekistan, the United Arab
Emirates, Trinidad and Tobago, Switzerland, Sweden, Seychelles, Russia, Peru,
Norway, New Zealand, Monaco, Luxembourg, Israel, Greece, Germany, France,
Denmark, Australia and many others have
universal healthcare in place for their citizens.
But half the world's population is still unable to obtain the health services they need. If countries are to
achieve the SDG target, one billion more people need
to benefit from UHC by 2023.
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World Health Day shines a spotlight on the need for UHC - and the advantages it can bring. Throughout 2018, WHO aims to inspire, motivate
and guide UHC stakeholders to make commitments towards UHC. Firstly,
inspiring by highlighting policy-makers' power to transform the health of
their nation, framing the challenge as exciting and ambitious, and inviting
them to be part of the change; secondly, motivating by sharing examples
of how countries are already progressing towards UHC and encouraging
others to find their own path; thirdly, guiding by providing tools for structured policy dialogue on how to advance UHC domestically or supporting
such efforts in other countries (e.g. expanding service coverage, improving
quality of services, reducing out-of-pocket payments).
It is relevant to add here that the World Health Organization has
launched many other global health initiatives, including World Tuberculosis
Day, World Immunization Week, World Malaria Day, World No Tobacco
Day, World Blood Donor Day, World Hepatitis Day, World AIDS Day and
World Antibiotic Awareness Week. In 1953, the National Citizens' Committee of the World Health Organization declared public health to be vital
to peace throughout the world. According to the New York Times, the committee noted that it was "in our own interests to eliminate the conditions
that cause ill health, poverty and unrest, for these, in turn, are the breeding
grounds of communism."
In April 1963, then-President John F. Kennedy took on hunger. In a
message to mark the World Health Organization's 15th anniversary, he
said, "Let us dedicate World Health Day—April 7—to the proposition that
we will have a world where every man, woman and child shall have enough
to eat." Also in 1963, the World Health Organization tried to find the first
baby vaccinated against tuberculosis. He was vaccinated on July 1, 1921,
in Paris, and the organization hoped "to demonstrate that a vaccinated
baby can grow into a healthy adult" even if surrounded by family members
who were sick.
In 1977, the World Health Organization marked World Health Day with
a vaccination drive to immunize children against six diseases: diphtheria,
measles, polio, tetanus, tuberculosis and whooping
cough. Smoking was banned in 1987 at the World
Health Organization in Geneva to mark World
Health Day. At that time, non-smokers made up
more than two-thirds of the 1,300 staffers at the
Geneva headquarters.
In the Eastern Mediterranean Region
(EMR), where Pakistan also falls, 40% of
health expenditure comes directly from people’s pockets; people on low incomes and
without social protection are the
hardest hit. As many as 55.5 million people across the region face
financial hardship as a result of outof-pocket health expenditure; and as many
as 7.7 million are pushed into poverty due to
these costs. In some countries of the region, out-ofpocket payments for health services account for over 70% of total national spending on health.
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US Imperialism

Trump’s suicide attack
on world peace
Muhammad Hassan

The US credibility in the world has suffered a severe blow after President Donald Trump pulled out of a three-year-old nuclear deal with Iran, despite complete compliance of the agreement by the Islamic state. Its impact will be
negligible on Iran but the sanctions will not only hurt big companies of the US
but also its allies. The decision will also push the US into the Middle East crisis
and may imperil world peace if the war expands.
According to experts, Trump was pushed to exit the deal by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Saudi ruler Mohammed bin Salman, whose
countries are already engaged in low-level wars with Iran. However, the decision will not only give a free hand to Iran to enrich uranium and build nuclear
weapons but also pave the way for more active role of the US in the Middle
East conflict on behalf of its allies. It increases chances of more US airstrikes
on Syria. It would also invite Russia to come to the rescue of its allies, which
could broaden the scope of the war.
Everybody knew Trump would withdraw from the agreement. He was continuously attacking the nuclear agreement, which had been endorsed by the
UN Security Council and backed by the entire international community. By
pulling out of the agreement, the US has not only blocked a solution which
could prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons but also harmed its reputation as a reliable partner. All countries of the world will be careful about its
erratic behaviour before signing an agreement with it in future and those, who
have already inked pacts with it, must be skeptical about their implementation.
According to analysts, Trump had already ruined the reputation and credibility
of his country by repeatedly attacking the nuclear agreement, even if he had
not scrapped it. “Trump, a real estate magnate, who has even overgeneralized
his transactional view to international conventions and laws, saw the nuclear
agreement as a commodity rather than as an internationally binding agreement. His approach towards the agreement has been a mockery of the world
and international law. He has used the harshest language against it, calling it
‘horrible’, ‘worst’ ‘laughable’. All the rash remarks were taking place despite
the fact that the International Atomic Energy Agency - the international body
responsible under the terms of the deal for certifying Iranian compliance – had
confirmed in each quarterly report that Tehran had been fully living up to its
commitments,” the Tehran Times said.
Under the pact, Iran’s nuclear programme was subject to the most robust
monitoring, verification, and inspection regime in modern history. "We have
the strongest verification regime in Iran. We are doing our job impartially, objectively and factually," IAEA Chief Yukiya Amano said before the US decision.
Iran had also agreed to implement the Additional Protocol to the IAEA Safeguards Agreement which could continue forever. However, the US decision
bulldozed all. Even the US media was outraged at it. “America's credibility on
the world stage suffered a severe blow when President Trump pulled out of
the nuclear deal, signaling that the United States' word lasts only as long as
its next presidential election. America is now in violation of an accord it negotiated in good faith along with China, the European Union, France, Germany,
Russia and the United Kingdom, and with which Iran has complied since the
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deal was ratified. Trump's rationale for withdrawing the United States and reinstating economic sanctions — that the ’horrible, one-sided deal’ ‘allowed
Iran’ ‘to continue enriching uranium and, over time, reach the brink of a nuclear
breakout’ — is unfounded,” USA Today said in its editorial.
“His own intelligence chiefs say Tehran has honoured an agreement that
extended Iran's ‘breakou’ time for building a nuclear weapon from three
months to a year. The deal, which eased sanctions on Tehran in return for
curbs on Iran's nuclear program, was working. But Trump never liked the
agreement, saying so loudly during his election campaign and since. For him,
that was enough reason for ignoring the pleas of European allies and disrupting unusually intrusive nuclear inspections. The announcement followed
Trump's ill-considered decisions last year to pull the United States out of the
Paris climate accord and a Trans-Pacific Partnership on trade. Imagine if average Americans conducted their personal lives as capriciously as the president conducts foreign policy. It's as though you bought a car, decided after
the fact that you didn't like the color or the gas mileage, tore up the sales
agreement, and walked away from the remaining payments. Would anyone
trust selling you another vehicle?” it argued.
According to a Washington Post editorial, “The nuclear deal was far
from perfect, but Trump’s decision to abrogate it over the opposition of our
European allies and without a clear strategy for replacing it is reckless and,
most likely, self-defeating. Trump has opened a rift with Britain, Germany
and France, who were partners to the pact along with Russia and China,
and he has handed Iran’s Islamic regime some unfortunate opportunities.
In a bombastic address, he claimed ‘we cannot prevent an Iranian nuclear
bomb under the decaying and rotten structure of the current agreement’.
What he did not acknowledge is that international inspectors as well as
senior members of his own administration have confirmed that Iran has
complied with the accord, which has vastly reduced its stock of enriched
uranium and made it extremely difficult for the regime to develop nuclear
weapons in the next decade. He held out the prospect of ‘a new and lasting
deal’ that would cover not just nukes but also Iran’s development of missiles and interventions in Middle Eastern wars, but he offered no roadmap
for achieving that ambitious goal.”
Experts say the decision could isolate the US from its European partners.
European governments, which have said they will not renounce the nuclear
deal, may fight any US attempt to enforce the restrictions, including with their
own sanctions. Having tried and failed to satisfy Trump’s objections to the
agreement without breaking it, they are unlikely to willingly collaborate in a
new US attempt to crush the Iranian economy. Iran and European governments could also agree to continue the pact, in defiance of the US. It could
also compel Iran to resume uranium enrichment, restrict inspections and expedite efforts to acquire nuclear weapons. The US will have to start a fullfledged war with Iran to stop it from making nuclear weapons. Knowing that
military action against Iran could be risky, the US had signed the deal with
Iran. It has no other option again. It will trigger World War III, if it attacks Iran.
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Elections

Walkover for
Imran Khan?
Muhammad Ali

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan is brimming with confidence after holding a mammoth public rally in Lahore on April 30. His
chances of winning the next election are the highest of his lifetime and
there is also a possibility that he will get a walkover in the Punjab after the
conviction of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in corruption cases and
possible arrest of new Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) President
Shahbaz Sharif on corruption and murder charges.
In fact, Imran Khan is already preparing himself for leading Pakistan
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after the next election. According to a recent report by the British-based
Exotix Capital, which provides market research insights and corporate access, chances for Imran Khan winning the election have increased to 50
per cent and it reduced the PML-N probabilities to 40 per cent. The report,
which was released to investors on April 24, 2018, said, “Election probability scenarios have shifted in PTI's favour after key political events. The
judicial confirmation of former Prime Minister and ruling party leader
Nawaz Sharif’s lifetime ban from public political office has not only stripped
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the party of its leader of the past three decades, but also made it difficult
for his brother Shahbaz Sharif, who succeeded Nawaz as party leader, to
distance himself from Nawaz’s tirades against the judiciary and, in our
view, by implication, the army. The arrest of officers in the Punjab government on suspicion of corrupt business practices in the alleged Ashiana
housing scam and the start of breakaway groups from the PML-N, for example, the Janoobi Punjab Sooba Mahaz, are also not a good sign for the
ruling party and Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif.”
“This persuades us that the probability of a PTI-led coalition government emerging from the election has increased. We change our probabilities to 40% PML-N, 50% PTI, 10% extended interim and 0% martial law
from 50% PML-N, 35% PTI, 15% extended interim government, 0% martial
law from our January report. A PTI-led coalition will likely drive three concerns that may significantly negatively impact the pricing of Pakistan (local
currency) equities and (US$-denominated) sovereign debt in the short
term: the flight of capital of vested interests in the undocumented economy,
which enjoy tacit protection under the current government; the coherence
of coalition civilian politics after five years of an absolute majority under
the PML-N; and untested (or unknown) macroeconomic policies of the PTI
compared with the known (however, imperfect) ones of the PML-N,” it
noted. The report said Imran Khan also hinted at approaching the International Monetary Fund (IMF) after coming to power, besides establishing
constructive ties with the US.
In his 11-point manifesto, Imran Khan has already spelled out his priorities after coming to power, which include the elimination of corruption,
self-reliance, health and education. “We will collect Rs8,000 billion from
the people of Pakistan through strong institutional reforms every year and
make Pakistan self-reliable,” he announced and promised to massively cut
taxes on electricity, gas and petrol. He also announced declaring “agriculture emergency” in the country, action against the sugar mills mafia and
the provision of best seeds and subsidies on electricity to farmers. He said
his government would build five million low-cost houses for poor people,
strengthen the federation so that smaller provinces did not feel deprived;
declare South Punjab as a province, mainstream Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) by giving them substantial development funds, set up
women police stations and primary schools to provide quality education to
girls.
After the disqualification of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Imran
Khan is in a one-on-one contest with Punjab Chief Minister and new PMLN President Shahbaz Sharif. But Shahbaz also faces many challenges.
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His biggest problem is his elder brother Nawaz Sharif and his daughter
Maryam Nawaz, who have savaging the establishment and the judiciary
since the court took up the Panama case. They believe their narrative is
gaining popularity, but they have put the future of the ruling party at stake.
Their criticism will put pressure on legislators and electables of their own
party and they would leave it. Defections in the party will start after Nawaz
Sharif and his family are convicted in corruption, forgery and money laundering cases, which is expected in weeks now. The interim period of three
months before the election will also be hard on the party. Prime Minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and almost all cabinet ministers face cases. Few
will survive till the election.
Shahbaz Sharif has already appeared before the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) for alleged misuse of authority in the construction of a lowcost housing scheme. He faces a number of serious inquiries in the coming
days, which will decide the future of the PML-N. NAB has also sent notices
to him, seeking details of his assets and asked him to submit details of the
funds spent in the construction of Raiwind Road, leading to the Sharifs’ Jati
Umra residence. An audit report has detected over Rs6b corruption in the
Rawalpindi-Islamabad Metro Bus project. NAB is also investigating owners
of the Chaudhry Sugar Mills, including Nawaz Sharif, Shahbaz Sharif,
Hamza Shahbaz, Kulsoom Nawaz and Maryam Nawaz, for assets beyond
known sources of income following a complaint of their involvement in suspicious transactions, involving billions of rupees, to the UK. The issue is
similar to the Hudaibiya case. Shahbaz Sharif also faces the Minhajul
Quran case, in which 14 people were killed and over 100 injured by the police. He can be arrested and included in the investigation in the interim
setup. The Supreme Court has already ordered making the Justice Baqar
Najafi report part of the case. The report holds Shahbaz Sharif responsible
for the killings. His 56 public sector companies are also being investigated
for their legal position and corruption by NAB and courts. Sources say NAB
has completed its investigations into the companies and he could be summoned anytime, most probably during the interim setup.
Even if Shahbaz Sharif remains unhurt before the election, he will find
it hard to keep the party intact after certain jail for Nawaz Sharif. Many legislators will also leave the PML-N after the announcement of the election.
The rest will decide about their future during the interim period. Many political families are waiting for signs of changing winds. The wind of the PTI
has started blowing in the country. In the case of any adverse action
against Shahbaz Sharif, the ruling party will collapse and the PTI could
get a walkover in the Punjab and at the Centre.
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Elections

Sharif’s fight
with “aliens”
Muhammad Zain
Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said his party’s real contest is not
with the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) or the Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP)
but with “aliens,” an obvious reference to the military establishment. By blaming the army and the judiciary, he wants to create an impression that the next
election will be rigged to defeat his party and he was being tried in fabricated
cases.
Addressing a series of public gatherings before the start of Ramazan, he
hardened his stance against the army and the judiciary after failure to get relief
in corruption cases against him and his children. According to sources, he has
indirectly or directly contacted the establishment about two dozen times for
some relief in the cases but he was informed the army had no role in the
Panama Leaks nor could it influence the courts, which are working independently. He knows his party’s chances in the next election are decreasing with
the passage of every day, he seeks to make it controversial. He wants to save
himself at any cost, even if he has to sacrifice his party. However, the situation
as reached to a level where he cannot save himself or his party. He believes
he is educating the people of the country about the role of the army in elections
through the “aliens” talk, but in fact, he is trying to scare voters and “electables”
away.
Addressing PTI Chief Imran Khan and PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari
in a public rally, he told them they did not pose any challenge. “Imran Khan, I
don’t have any competition with you. Asif Zardari, Nawaz Sharif does not have
a competition with you as well. I don’t have any competition with both of you
but with ‘aliens’ who cannot be seen, but the people of Pakistan are with me
and I will defeat them”. His handpicked Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
went one step ahead. He said the next general elections would be conducted
by “aliens,” not the caretaker government. “Elections will be held by ‘aliens’,
but even then we (Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz) will participate in it,” he
told journalists during a reception hosted by National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq for members of the lower house. His remarks prompted the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to issue a clarification. Terming the
remarks against the spirit of the Constitution and its mandate, it said it was
ready to conduct the 2018 election fairly and independently. “The ECP is entirely independent to discharge its constitutional responsibilities and officials
should avoid giving statements driven by speculations,” it added.
Irked by taunts, PTI Chairman Imran Khan accused ousted Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif of winning the 2013 elections with the help of the army. “I'm saying this with utmost responsibility that a brigadier from Punjab had supported
the PML-N in the previous election. I call it ROs' elections because they had
managed them to get favourable results in the Punjab," he told a news channel. "It is the first time the army and the judiciary are not with Nawaz Sharif
and this is what is troubling him the most. Nawaz Sharif is not protesting because the army is against him, he is annoyed because the army is not with
him this time."
It is not yet clear whether his remarks were in defence of the army or
against it. It is also not known whether he has also spoiled his chances in the
election or not. The army has not reacted to his criticism. However, Nawaz
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Sharif and his party have always been considered favourite of the establishment in the past. The Asghar Khan case testifies to it. In 2012, the Supreme
Court, in a landmark verdict in the October 1990 case, had ordered legal proceedings against former Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) Chief General (retd)
Asad Durrani and former Army Chief General Aslam Beg for distributing
money among politicians, including Nawaz Sharif, to form a political alliance
to stop the PPP from coming to power. Last year, the PTI had also blamed
the establishment for “stealing its mandate” after years of accusations that former Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, returning and
presiding officers and the Election Commission (ECP) of Pakistan had rigged
the last general election. It accused former Army Chief Ashfaq Parvez Kayani
of engineering the elections. PTI spokesperson Naeemul Haque made the
accusation on a primetime TV show. He said his party had lost the elections
because of the former army chief’s involvement in election affairs. However,
the PTI leader later issued a clarification in a tweet: “My comments on General
Kayani were my own and do not reflect the party's stance in any way.” Haque
said a "grand scheme" was planned by the establishment of Pakistan, the
United States and Saudi Arabia and General (retd) Kayani implemented it to
help the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) win the 2013 election. He
said the PTI's suspicions had proved right and a number of people were exposed during the proceedings of a judicial commission to probe alleged irregularities in the polls.
The mention of “aliens” by Nawaz Sharif and the accusations of Imran
Khan have made their intentions clear. Imran Khan aims to ensure free and
fair polls, unlike 2013, when all parties cried foul. Nawaz Sharif looks to malign
the army and the judiciary, because he knows he cannot win the election. He
has already accepted his defeat by stating that he is fighting with “aliens” because he is implying that no human can win against invisible creatures.
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Strategy

Russia rises to restore
balance of power
Shahid Hussain

Russian President Vladimir Putin has started his fourth term on May 7, extending his almost two-decade rule by another six years. Encouraged by an influx
of petrodollars that saw living standards soar in the country, Russia has risen
on the international stage to wrest back its position and restore the balance of
power.
For supporters, Putin is a saviour, who restored pride and traditional values
to a nation, which was humiliated after the breakup of the Soviet Union at the
hand of its archrival about three decades ago. According to his foes, democracy
has further eroded under his rule and the state is being run by a new elite of
former secret police cronies. To his credit, Putin has dealt with three US presidents, started a new rivalry with the West by snatching Crimea from Ukraine
and launched a pivotal intervention in Syria, which helped defeat Daesh and
improve its image. According to analysts, his biggest problem at home is that
he has failed to groom his successor and competitor and without constitutional
reform, he will not be able to run for a fifth time as the Russian Constitution
bars serving more than two consecutive terms. He will turn 72 in 2024, when
his term expires and age would also be not on his side. He still can revisit his
2008 move, which saw him put forward Dmitry Medvedev as president while
he himself became prime minister before returning to the Kremlin in 2012.
The highest point of his political career came when the US accused the
Russian government of interfering in its 2016 presidential election, to increase
political instability in the United States and to damage Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign by bolstering the candidacies of Donald Trump, Bernie
Sanders and Jill Stein. A January 2017 assessment by the Office of the Director
of National Intelligence (ODNI) stated that Russian leadership had favoured
presidential candidate Donald Trump over Hillary Clinton, and that Russian
President Vladimir Putin personally ordered an "influence campaign" to harm
Clinton's electoral chances and "undermine public faith in the US democratic
process." On October 7, 2016, the ODNI and the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) jointly stated that the US Intelligence Community was confident
that the Russian government had directed hacking of e-mails with the intention
of interfering with the US election process. According to the ODNI s January
6, 2017 report, the Russian military intelligence service (GRU) had hacked the
servers of the Democratic National Committee (DNC) and the personal Google
email account of Clinton campaign chairman John Podesta and forwarded their
contents to WikiLeaks. According to the US media, there was strong forensic
evidence linking the DNC breach to known Russian operations. In January
2017, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper testified that Russia had
also interfered in the elections by disseminating fake news that was promoted
on social media. On October 31, 2016, President Barack Obama warned Putin
via the "red phone" to stop interfering or face consequences. It could be called
a great achievement of Russia and Putin if even one percent of the allegations
are true.
According to experts, Russia’s relations with the United States and the UK
are worse than in the 1950s, and the chance of a direct conflict is higher than
at any time since the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. Given the complexity of today’s
strategic nuclear weapons and the systems designed to neutralise them, one
cannot rule out the possibility that some actor on either side, or a third party,
could provoke escalation. Making matters worse, communication between US
and Russian leaders is nonexistent, owing to the lack of trust on both sides.
This psychological backdrop to the bilateral relationship truly is worse than during the Cold War. But that does not mean that today’s tensions amount to a

May 16-31, 2018

sequel. Such a confrontation would require an ideological component that is
decidedly lacking on the Russian side. Russia has no intention of waging another Cold War. Although some degree of confrontation with the US does help
President Vladimir Putin unite the public while the burnishing Russian elites’
nationalist credentials, Russia is not an ideologically motivated state.
Analysts say that the US establishment is using the scarecrow of Russian
interference to regain its lost political control, particularly in the realm of social
media, where a discontented population and maverick politicians have finally
found a voice. But even if American elites do manage to wrest back control,
the deeper source of Western angst will remain. For at least the past decade,
the world has been witnessing the endgame of the West’s 500-year hegemony.
For a few decades in the second half of the twentieth century, the West’s dominant position was challenged by the Soviet Union and China. But after the Soviet Union imploded, the US emerged as the sole hegemon, and the world
seemed to return to its historic status quo. Soon enough, however, the US
overextended itself by plunging into geopolitical misadventures like the invasion
of Iraq. And then came the 2008 financial crisis, which exposed the weaknesses of twenty-first-century capitalism. At the same time, the US has long
pursued military superiority. In 2002, it unilaterally abrogated the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. And, more recently, it has embarked on a massive buildup of conventional forces and a large-scale modernisation of its nuclear
arsenal. Still, Russia, China and the rest of the world will not allow a return to
US hegemony. Putin recently made this clear by unveiling a number of new,
cutting-edge strategic weapons systems, as part of a strategy of “preemptive
deterrence”. The message was that the US cannot hope to regain absolute
military superiority, even if it decides to bleed itself dry in an arms race, as the
Soviet Union did.
Even if the US decides to wage a unilateral Cold War, its chances against
Russia, China and other emerging powers would not be very good. The balance of military, political, economic and moral power has simply shifted too far
away from the West to be reversed. Putin has made the West realize it. When
Britain expelled 23 Russian diplomats last month in response to an alleged
nerve agent attack in Salisbury, England, Moscow not only evicted an equal
number of British diplomats, but also ordered the closing of the British Council.
It also expelled 59 diplomats from 23 countries. Russia’s image and influence
has increased in the world during Putin’s rule and his critics believe he will stay
put in politics, one way or the other, to torment the US and its allies.
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Detente

Track II diplomacy
back on track?
Shahid Hussain

Pakistan and India have decided to revive dialogue for peace in the region
through Track II diplomacy. The thaw came after a high-powered delegation of former Indian diplomats, military veterans and academics travelled
to Pakistan on April 28, to discuss ways to improve the bilateral relationship. Despite optimism in some circles, the talks may not bear fruitful results because of deep-rooted mistrust between the two countries and
Indian obduracy to resolve the core issue of Kashmir.
Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry has confirmed that the two neighbours have
been engaged in dialogue through back channels for a while but it became
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irregular during a recent rise in tension. It is said the United States, China
and Russia support the initiative. Tension between Pakistan and India has
been high since the killing of Kashmiri freedom fighter Burhan Wani in July
2016. An attack on Indian forces in September 2016 — that killed 19 soldiers in Uri area of Held Kashmir — further heightened the tension. India
also claimed it had carried out a “surgical strike” to avenge the Uri attack,
which Pakistan rejected. The talks have resumed after cross-border
clashes between the two nuclear-armed neighbours have reached the
highest levels in 15 years. Hundreds of people have been killed or
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wounded in the clashes instigated by India. In December 2017, Pakistan’s
National Security Adviser Nasir Khan Janjua and his Indian counterpart
Ajit Doval had held an unannounced meeting in Bangkok to build trust.
Reports said Janjua and Doval discussed the Kashmir issue, terrorism
and overall bilateral ties. Days before the meeting with Doval, Janjua had
said the back-channel diplomacy with India was on and a solution to tension was being discussed. There was a pause in contacts for some months
as tension escalated. However, the peace initiative received a fresh start
with a high-powered delegation of former Indian diplomats, military veterans and academics travelling to Pakistan to discuss ways to improve bilateral relations.
Russia has also been active to defuse Pak-India tension which threatens peace in South Asia. Pakistan and India will be part of a multi-nation
counter-terror exercise in Russia later this year, which will also be joined
by China and several other countries. The military exercise in September
will take place under the framework of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO), a Russia and China-dominated security grouping, which is increasingly seen as a counterweight to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). The exercise, “Peace Mission,” aims to enhance counterterror
cooperation among the eight SCO member countries. Pakistan will be represented by President Mamnoon Hussain at the SCO’s Heads of State
Council summit in Qingdao while Prime Minister Narendra Modi would represent India. Moscow and Beijing are optimistic that the two nuclear-armed
neighbours’ entry into the SCO could strengthen prospects for peace
across the region. Russia and China have also offered Pakistan to play
their role in defusing tension with India and Afghanistan, respectively.
According to a report published by UK-based think-tank Royal United
Services Institute (RUSI), the peace initiative is also supported by the Pakistan military which reached out to India for talks. “Pakistan’s Army Chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa recognizes that the way to peace and prosperity in Pakistan is through military cooperation with India. In a historic
first, last month General Bajwa had invited Sanjay Vishwasrao, the Indian
military attaché, and his team to the Pakistan Day military parade in Islamabad. Two weeks later, Bajwa said that the Pakistan military wanted
peace and dialogue with India,” the report said.
A sign that the two long-time foes might be warming up to each other,
the two countries will also take part in joint military drills in Russia with Chinese participation in September. “These initiatives come against a background of almost weekly exchanges of fire along the Line of Control in
Kashmir,” the report noted. Last year, while speaking at RUSI, General
Bajwa welcomed Indian participation in the $60 billion China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). There is a change in attitude since Bajwa became
the army chief in November 2016. Approaches by Pakistani military have
been welcomed by some in India, because they are seen to be able to deliver on peace, said the report while adding that Pakistan Army Lieutenant
General Aamir Riaz headed the first ever high level contact group with
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India as Director-General Military Operations.
The report said that another top officer, Major General Ahmed Hayat,
the Director General of Analysis Wing of the Inter-Services-Intelligence
(ISI), authored the so-called India Plan in 2013, which tried to ascertain
how and when Pakistan should approach India. He concluded that the
Pakistani military would approach India once Pakistan’s own defence
diplomacy was strengthened and not under American threats or pressure.
“It is a no brainer that one cannot live in an environment of perpetual enmity with a neighbour six times your size, but the indicators have to be
right,” he said. “History teaches us to be cautious when approaching India
– history paints India as an anti-status quo entity,” Hayat was quoted as
saying. With growing security and stability on the western border, since
the army launched anti-terror operations Zarb-e-Azb in 2014 and Raddul-Fassad in 2017, the army understands that talking to India will help the
country’s upward economic trajectory and allow regional trade to flourish.
“Hayat’s plan could come to fruition this year,” the report said. However,
India has so far rejected Pakistan’s offer of a transit trade dialogue on
Afghan–Indian commerce. But with a sustained approach by Pakistani officers to India, it could only be a matter of time before Delhi agrees to at
least talk to Islamabad, the report noted.
Pakistan and India have held composite dialogues in the past after renaming it comprehensive bilateral dialogue, but it stalled without producing
any results. Talks have also been held on all outstanding issues, including
Kashmir, peace and security, Siachen, Sir Creek, Wullar Barrage, Tulbul
Navigation Project, economic and commercial cooperation, counterterrorism, narcotics control, humanitarian issues, people-to-people exchanges
and religious tourism, but all proved futile. The latest talks have started
after Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa recently stressed that
peaceful solution to disputes between Pakistan and India, including the
core issue of Kashmir, was only possible through a comprehensive and
meaningful dialogue between the hostile but hyphenated states. “While
such dialogue is no favour to any party, it remains the inevitable precursor
to peace across the region. Pakistan remains committed to such a dialogue, but only on the basis of sovereign equality, dignity and honour,” he
said in his recent address at the Pakistan Military Academy, Kakul.
It appears Pakistan has started the dialogue sincerely but the result will
be the same as New Delhi’s obduracy would be the main hurdle to its success. All previous peace efforts failed because of the Indian attitude, while
Pakistan has already compromised its position on trade with India by delinking it with the resolution of the Kashmir dispute. However, Pakistan has
delayed the Most-Favoured Nation status to India as the government believes its agriculture sector will be adversely affected by the removal of nontariff barriers. The Indian leadership has resumed talks with Pakistan for
its own reasons. If its past practice is any guide, it will not change its attitude
towards Pakistan and start meaningful talks for a resolution of the Kashmir
dispute, which is the core issue between the two countries
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Governance

Local government
system in FATA
Raza Khan

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi recently announced that the meaningful process of implementation of reforms in the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) as recommended by a specially constituted FATA Reforms Committee would be made before May 31, the day the present federal government and parliament completes its five-year tenure. The
meaningful implementation of the FATA reforms would include making
FATA part of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, the principle decision
in which regard has already been taken. The Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) government has been wily enough to both announced the
reforms in FATA and also not implementing the same till the fag end of its
tenure. However, it must be mentioned that by not implementing the reforms the PML-N government has in fact done a marvellous job because
these so-called reforms would have made the crisis and conflict in the
FATA more convoluted and the KP would also have been engulfed by the
same. Already the KP has suffered very negatively from the effects of the
multidimensional crisis in FATA in the shape of an unprecedented wave of
terrorism and human displacement.
Now it is feared that the PML-N government may for political expediency
announced at once merging the FATA with the KP and even renege on its
own earlier decision that the merging would take effect over a period of five
years. Announcing merger of FATA with KP immediately by the PML-N government, if done in the last weeks of May, would be aimed at delaying the next
general elections. Because it would be well-nigh impossible for the Election
Commission of Pakistan and other relevant ministries, departments and agencies to create provincial assembly constituencies in FATA in such a limited
time. The PML-N wants to buy time so that it could prepare for the next elections as it knows that the incumbency factor would militate against the party
and its prospects in the next national elections if held as scheduled. This is
particularly feared by the PML-N due to the party’s extremely poor performance at governance as well as disqualification of the party founder Nawaz
Sharif on charges of corruption and concealment of facts. But whatever would
be the intentions behind the possible announcement behind the immediate
merger of FATA with KP it would be disastrous for the country.
Regarding the FATA Prime Minister Abbasi also announced that one thousand billion rupees would be spent on development in the tribal areas in the next
10 years with hundred billion each year. Moreover, the much-delayed local government elections in FATA would be held before October. Both these announcements by PM Abbasi are ironic in the sense that the tenure of the PML-N
government is about to end and therefore, these declarations are inconsequential. Could the prime minister tell how come his government would hold LG elections in FATA before October and who would guarantee that rupees one
thousand billion would be earmarked on development in FATA in the next ten
years when PML-N may not be on the political scene let alone in the government? The crisis and conflict in FATA has posed an existential threat to the very
survival of the Pakistani state and solidarity of our society. Therefore, the matter
needs extremely serious and supra political approach. With the current negative
mindset and approach of our leaders and decision-makers the mess may aggravate. While spending one thousand billion in FATA over the next decade for
development is a far cry, holding of LG elections in FATA is extremely important
and quite possible.
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Here it is important to understand the genesis of the crisis and conflict in
FATA. The tribal areas or FATA are although part of Pakistan constitutionally,
but virtually have been stateless territories. The statelessness of FATA has
been due to the absence of state and governing institutions present in the
rest of Pakistan. These institutions include democratically-elected regional
parliament(s) and, most importantly, local government structures or municipal corporations. Al Qaeda and other international so-called Jihadist organizations and individuals find an extremely conducive environment in FATA
to make the region their base for regional insurgency and international terrorism in the name of Islam. All these negative developments in the FATA
have their roots in the long-existing political and legal vacuum in these areas
specifically due to absence of local government structures.
As profound social, political and economic changes have occurred over
decades, particularly in the 21st Century, the legal and administrative structure of FATA, which has its roots in colonial times, could not respond to
the complex problems and needs of the growing population. This slowly
and gradually made the existing administrative apparatus redundant which
eroded whatever little state writ had had in FATA. Local, national and international terrorist and militant groups took full advantage of the situation
and cultivated their bases in the region. Criminal gangs like kidnappers
and extortionists also use the territory for their activities.
Unfortunately, there has been little, if any, realization within Pakistan’s policymaking institutions regarding formulating a new administrative system for FATA
and giving it a new and definite legal status. Even there was no serious effort to
introduce a local government or municipal councils system in FATA to provide a
rudimentary modern system of administration. According to Mohsin Saleem, former secretary interior of Pakistan: “After independence, we, generally failed to
manage the area (FATA) in the tradition successfully set-up by the British. This
appears, mainly, to have been caused by lack of dedication, objectivity, integrity
and petty-minded micro-management despite some honourable exceptions.”
While the national leadership has had little interest and, thus, understanding
of the conditions prevailing in the remote FATA region, the elected members of
national parliament from the FATA wanted to preserve the status quo to maintain their dominant position. Likewise, the civilian bureaucracy, whose members
as political agents, has had the near-totalitarian powers in their respective tribal
district, has also wanted to preserve the status quo. Therefore, despite wellcognizant of the value and critical need of the local government system they
did not promote the idea. However, the ever-deteriorating law, order and security situation in FATA due to the activities of national and international terrorist
groups precipitated international condemnation and clamours for reform. The
international community got somewhat apprised of the worst conditions in FATA
after a section of Pakistani media and the razor-thin civil society of FATA highlighted these issues. Under compulsion, the federal government started thinking of introducing local government structures in FATA. However, till now having
local government institutions in the tribal areas had remained only a proposal.
Delaying the LG system in FATA would result in more problems in mainstreaming and governing FATA. Now the ball is in the government’s court to decide
what course it would like to take and whether it would like to undo the good
work of so many government institutions and, above all, let go in vain sacrifices
of people given to restore normalcy and order in FATA.
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Economics

PML-N govt’s dismal
performance
Jahangir Hayat

According to a report of the Planning Commission, the PML-N government has failed to meet all major macroeconomic and social targets it
set in the 11th Five-Year Plan, although some progress has been made
in various sectors. The ruling party failed to achieve targets even in
areas that were its foremost priority like electricity generation and construction of roads. The Planning Commission evaluated the implementation of the 11th Five-Year Plan (2013-18) as part of its preparations
for the next strategy (2018-2023). Average gross domestic product
growth rate during the first four years remained at 4.4% as against the
target of 5.4%. Average growth in the agriculture sector was 2.1%
against the target of 3.5%. The average industrial output was 5.1% during the first four years as against the requirement of 6.3%. The largescale manufacturing grew at an average pace of 4.3% against the target
of 6%. Similarly, the services sector grew at an average pace of 5%
against the Five-Year Plan target of 5.8%.
The federal government had presented the 11th Five-Year Plan (20132018) against the backdrop of “multiple challenges on the economic, security and development fronts” the country was facing. The Planning
Commission has admitted that stagnant exports, widening current account
deficit, low savings and investments still remain key challenges to sustainable economic development. Also, there were gaps in governance across
sectors and regional disparities remain in development. The Commission
also noted in its assessment that the ease of doing business indicator
could not be improved and social service delivery remained poor.
The PML-N government’s poorest performance has been in areas that
required structural improvements to correct past imbalances. Under the
Five-Year Plan, the PML-N government had set a target to enhance Investment-to-GDP ratio to 22.8% by 2017-18. However, the ratio was only
15.8% by the end of the last fiscal year and for this year the government
has set a target of 17.2%. Private investment also fell far below the target
of 16.7% despite the bonanza of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.
There was a similar situation in yet another critical area of national savings-to-GDP. Against the Five-Year target of 21.3%, national savings stood
at 13.1% by the end of the last fiscal year, which was even worse than the
2013 ratio of 13.9%.
Exports had been targeted to increase to $29.5 billion by the fiscal year
2017-18 under the plan. At the end of the fourth year, exports grew to only
$20.4 billion and for this fiscal year the government has set a $23.1-billion
target. Similarly, imports remained far higher than the target of restricting
them to $51.1 billion. The government closed last fiscal year at an import
bill of $53.5 billion. The government had targeted to restrict the current account deficit to 1.2% at the end of the fifth year of the Plan, but estimates
suggest that this year again the current account deficit will be more than
4% of GDP. Under the Five-Year Plan, fiscal deficit had to be brought down
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to 3.5% of GDP – an area where the government also failed. Even conservative estimates put this year’s estimated budget deficit at 5.5% of GDP,
which will require the government to borrow more.
Under the Five-Year Plan, the government had targeted to increase
overall power generation capacity to 37,272 megawatts. But the Planning
Commission’s assessment showed that the total power generation would
be 33,000MW by June 2018. However, this generation will be sufficient to
meet the current energy needs of the country. The share of green energy
in total power generation increased from 0.5% to 5%. But it was below the
target of 7%. The plan sought to increase expenditure under the public
sector development programme (PSDP) from 3.9% of GDP in 2012-13 to
4.6% by 2017-18. In reality, the PSDP allocation for this fiscal year is equal
to only 2.8% of GDP.
Although the situation was better than in 2013, the government could
not perform well in the social sector. Moreover, the responsibility of the social sector is now of the provinces after the 18th Amendment in the Constitution. Against the target of reducing maternal mortality rate to 140 per
100,000 women, the ratio remained at 170, which was still better than five
years ago. The infant mortality rate improved from 74 to 66 per 1,000 infants but it was far higher than the target of 40. Similarly, the child mortality
rate remained at 81 per 1,000 kids as against the target of 52.
Access to clean drinking water was 91% of the total population, up from
2013 level but lower than the 93% target. The government also missed
the target of increasing number of universities to 302, as the total universities remained at 186. About 29 more universities were set up in the past
five years. The net primary enrollment ratio was supposed to be 100%
under the Five-Year Plan, which also remained below target. The literacy
rate had to be 88% but the last survey results showed it at 58%.
The failure to advance literacy, missing a target of 88 per cent and scoring 58 per cent is perhaps the most worrisome, as it suggests that the underinvestment in education really is acting as a drag on a range of
indicators. Indeed, targets missed in the social sectors are the ones most
likely to be experienced in the real world of the common man, the ones
that hurt most. With responsibility for the social sector now passed to the
provinces courtesy of the 18th Amendment the picture is unlikely to improve in any holistic sense as provinces prioritise development separately.
The target for universities was 302 and was missed comprehensively as
the numbers remain at 186.
The unpleasant fact is that country is a long way off from achieving sustainable economic growth and it is the failure to correct past imbalances
that is most disappointing. According to experts, reducing the targets to
more realistic levels in the next five-year cycle seems the most sensible
course in the given circumstances. It remains to be seen how the next government handles the situation.
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Politics

Point and counter point
Raza Khan

As the tenure of the present government of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) is coming towards its end and the electioneering for the next national elections is gearing up, strange but worthprobing statements are being made by the leading parties leaders,
Nawaz Sharif of PML-N and Imran Khan of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI). In the latest political move the PML-N founder and three-time
prime minister of Pakistan, Nawaz Sharif, has started arguing that in
the next elections the party was facing not real political opposition but
certain alien forces, a strong allusion towards the country’s quite powerful security establishment. On the other hand Imran Khan after desisting from making such statements at last came up with one which
has startled everyone. The crux of the statement is that the PML-N
and Sharif won the May 2013 national elections with the help of the
then military leadership. Khan has also unequivocally dismissed the
allegations by the PML-N leadership that he has been a blue-eyed boy
of the security establishment and the country’s judiciary when, in fact,
Sharif has always been getting meted out extremely favourable treatment by both the military and the judiciary.
Now the pertinent question here to ask is that what made Sharif and
Khan introduce such statements, which involve key, apparently non-political, state institutions into the electoral discourse. Insofar as Sharif and
his PML-N are concerned, they are profoundly perturbed by the removal
of the former as prime minister by the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP)
on possession of a work permit (Iqama) of an Arab country while being
the prime minister of Pakistan and sending of corruption cases to the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) for investigation. The SCP has
not only explained that Sharif is disqualified for life but he is also about
to be given punishment on the recommendation of NAB in the Panama
Corruption case specifically of money laundering and possession of illegal assets in foreign countries.
On its part, the PML-N government’s performance at the centre and
the Punjab province has not been satisfactory, let alone impressive. For
instance, the party government could not even fulfill one of its main electoral promises of ending power outages (load-shedding) within two
years, despite the passage of five years, whereas the health of the country’s economy leaves a lot to be desired. In this situation the PML-N and
the Sharif family, the moving spirit behind the party, do not have any
strong political case or base to build its electoral campaign on. Each
political party needs some issues to focus on during electioneering. In
particular, the incumbent political party should have the strongest case
in the shape of its performance and governance. But the PML-N has
pushed itself into a tight corner; the party does not think it has any realistic prospects to win and, therefore, there is no other way than to come
up with strange arguments that “alien” and unseen forces are out there
to prevent the party from winning the next elections. The PML-N assuming such an approach to electioneering is understandable, but whether
it would find currency with the electorate is rather unlikely.
On the other hand, the recent revelations by PTI head Imran Khan
that the then army command helped Sharif win 2013 national elections
is strange in the sense that never before in the last five years has he
made such allegations. This has been despite the fact that Khan has
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been consistently charging that the PML-N rigged the last general elections and this was substantiated by the disqualification of several PMLN winning candidates by the election tribunal and courts for unverifiable
votes. Here it is quite interesting to note that, obviously, when it is
charged that the PML-N rigged the last elections, it means that some
state institution, whether the then members of ECP or the military establishment, helped him as the party did not have its government either
at the centre or the Punjab province, having largest number of National
Assembly constituencies. So why did Khan earlier not blame the then
military establishment of helping Sharif win the last elections is intriguing. He must have calculated that doing so would invite the wrath of the
security establishment, which would be futile, as the party had no other
choice but to unwillingly accept the election result. However, by starting
an indefinite sit-in (Dharna) against election fraud only months after the
PML-N had formed government, which later lasted for 126 days, PTI
chairman send a strong message across to the powers-that-be that any
attempt to favour parties would not be acceptable.
Now the important question is that why just months before the makeor-break election for the PTI, has Khan made the revelations that the
then army leadership helped Sharif win elections in 2013? For instance,
during a prime time TV program of a well-known journalist, Khan said,
“The 2013 polls are called RO elections because the Pakistan Army
stopped candidates from going into the polling stations.” The answer is
not simple but at the same time is not that complex to answer. It seems
that Khan has sensed that Sharif and company’s argument and narrative
that the former prime minister was disqualified and cases against him,
family members and party leaders are being actively probed and efficiently taken up by the courts and by the powers-that-be to pave the
way for PTI win in the next elections, was gaining acceptability within
the people. Consequently, international forces and democratic groups
within Pakistan may start believing that PTI was being favoured. So
Khan has given the statement to dispel the impression that the PTI and
he were getting favourable treatment from the establishment. Khan’s assessment of the situation seems to be based on the premise that in politics perception is stronger than reality. Therefore, Khan chose to make
the revelations on a media channel which has been quite antagonistic
to him and his party. Moreover, the TV channel and the group have also
gone an extra mile in disseminating anti-establishment propaganda.
Thus, Khan’s revelations on such a media channel is quite meaningful
and seem to be aimed at deliberately airing the message.
It is also apparent the Mr. Khan feels and thinks that he and his PTI
are riding a wave of popularity after playing an instrumental role in ending the nearly four-decades long political career of Nawaz Sharif, creating political awareness among the masses regarding corruption and loot
of national resources by traditional politicians like Sharif and Zardari.
They also believes his party has established a model of good governance in the PTI-ruled Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province and above all, he
will be the natural choice of people to vote for, who are frustrated with
all the other political parties. Now it remains to be seen whether statements like army’s role in the last national elections by Khan would help
him or not in the upcoming elections.
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Federal Budget: A mix
of politics and economics
Jahangir Hayat

The Federal budget for fiscal 2018-19 is the swan song of a government
on its way out. Overloaded with promises and empty projections, it tries
to please everyone ahead of the coming elections.
The Rs5,932.5bn budget represents a 10 percent increase in spending
from last year. The emphasis has shifted from development to expenditure, specially current spending as provisions for expenditures, salaries,
pensions have been increased generously where they matter most for the
government. Given that this is PML-N's election year budget, with constituents and power players to appease, nearly all heads under current
expenditures register marked increases from last year's budgeted
amounts.
After an increase last year, the federal Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) has been slashed by 20pc compared to last year's
amount, falling to Rs800bn this year. Although the government mentions
the total federal PSDP will be equal to Rs1,030bn, the additional Rs230bn
will not come out of the federal government's pockets, but will be provided
by "self financing by corporations and authorities". The provinces' share
of PSDP has also been slashed by around 24pc to Rs850bn, bringing
both the federal and provincial PSDP closer to revised spending in the
current year of Rs750bn and Rs800bn, respectively.
On the plus side the federal health budget has been jacked up by 8.2pc
to Rs13.89bn, of which hospital services will eat up Rs11.66bn. The federal
education budget has been enhanced by Rs6.9bn (7.1pc) to Rs97.4bn,
with the increases mainly intended for provision of services from pre-primary through tertiary education. The tertiary education budget on its own
has been increased by only 5.23pc. Pension payments register a whopping 37.9pc increase to Rs342bn, of which military pensions will account
for Rs259.8bn (up 44.2pc from Rs180bn budgeted last year) while civil
pensions will total Rs82.2bn (up 21.2pc from Rs67.8bn last year).
Law courts have been given a 8.8pc increase in their budget, which
now stands at Rs5.63bn. Meanwhile, the allocation for police has been
bumped up by 21.5pc to Rs122.9bn from Rs101.1bn a year ago. Among
other divisions gaining generous incentives next year is the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission, the budget of which has been hiked by a
whopping 88pc to Rs28.3bn. Meanwhile, the allocation for the housing
and works division has been cut by almost half to Rs5.4bn. The budget
for the national health services has also been reduced by 49pc from
Rs48.7bn to Rs25bn. Pakistan will also spend less on ensuring Sustainable Development Goals (SGDs) are met, as the allocation under this
head has been slashed massively from Rs30bn to only Rs5bn.
On the revenue side, the government has opted to reduce the tax burden on the common man — reducing income taxes significantly — while
adopting a carrot and stick approach towards non-filers and tax evaders.
However, some tax heads have been revised upwards and people should
expect to pay significantly more on imported items and petroleum next year.
The Federal Board of Revenue's tax target has been increased by 10.5pc
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(Rs422 billion) to a total of Rs4,435 trillion. Of this Rs140bn will come from
direct taxes, while indirect taxes will account for the remaining Rs282bn.
In addition to increasing petroleum levy rates, the government has also
taken some inflationary tax measures. The most regressive measure is
the FBR’s decision to increase 1% additional custom duty on almost all
imported items except those that come on concessionary rates under the
bilateral free trade agreements. The 1% additional duty will be applicable
on 7,200 imported tariff lines. The other regressive taxation measure is
the increase in further sales tax rate from 2% to 3%, which will generate
Rs12 billion in additional revenues. The enhanced tax is to be charged
from those who are not registered sales tax persons. At present there are
fewer than 150,000 registered sales tax persons. The decision will increase the standard 17% General Sales Tax Rate to 20%, which is inflationary and regressive.
Under the direct taxes head, the government expects its lowered income tax rates to result in a substantial broadening of the tax base and
add another Rs132bn to income tax collection. In percentage terms, this
reflects a 8.36pc increase from the income tax target for last year. Under
the indirect taxes head, customs duties will be Rs154bn higher than the
previous year, reflecting a 26.5pc increase. This will likely reflect in higher
prices on imported items. The remaining increase in indirect taxes will
come from a Rs95bn (5.9pc) increase in sales taxes and a Rs35bn (15.1)
increase in federal excise duties over last year's budgeted figures.
Much of the development budget will be financed through borrowing.
The government expects to raise nearly Rs406bn through public debt,
which represents a Rs91bn increase over the previous year under this
head. Floating debt will account for the greater part of public debt, with
the government expecting to raise a total Rs292.5bn under this head.
Rs200bn of this will come from treasury bill auctions — which represents
a 344pc increase over last year — and the remaining from prize bonds.
Permanent debt will be cut to Rs113.55bn from Rs184.93bn last year,
with the most significant cut provisioned for ijara sukuk bonds, through
which the government expects to raise only Rs10.62bn compared to
Rs60bn last year.
Much of the empty optimism from the last five budgets announced
by Ishaq Dar was tempered by the much more moderate estimates and
projections in the new budget. A more balanced assessment of the fiscal
situation is reflected by the modest contents of the budget. Overall
Budget 2018-2019 is a devious mix of politics and economics, with many
tricky issues left for the next government to be tackled. These will naturally be discussed in detail by the National Assembly. Three provinces
have already declared their hostility to the budget. The opposition parties in the National Assembly have also voiced their concern over many
aspects of the budget. Experts are of the opinion that the next government will be forced to modify many measures contained in the budget
in significant ways.
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Terrorism

How to stop the Hazara
massacre in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

Unfortunately, the Hazara community is suffering severely in Quetta.
Extremists have killed hundreds of the Hazara community members,
including women and children, during the last five years. While the community is facing the worst kind of genocide, the government and law
enforcement agencies have utterly failed to arrest the terrorists and
give protection to the community members. According to the reports,
the Hazara community members are imprisoned within a few kilometres
and they can’t go out of this confined area. In spite of this confinement,
the terrorists kill the community members in broad daylight and flee with
complete impunity.
After the recent targeted killing of two persons in Quetta, the Hazara
community staged sit-ins at three different places, Western Bypass,
Press Club and outside the Provincial Assembly, for four days. The
community called off its sit-ins and protest after Army Chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa met the community elders in Southern Command
and assured them security.
“Those targeting the Hazara community will suffer twice as much
and the state and Pakistan Army will provide security to the community,”
General Bajwa said during the meeting with the community elders. According to the Inter-Service Public Relations (ISPR), the army chief also
met the Hazara women and Advocate Jalila Haider who went on hunger
strike against the targeted killing of Hazara community members. “We
are Muslim first and then anything else. Every Pakistani irrespective of
religion, sect, language or caste has to stay steadfast and united to defeat hostile forces trying to create division among our nation,” said General Bajwa as quoted by the Army’s media wing.
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Mian Saqib Nisar has also taken suo
motu notice of the recurring attacks on the Hazaras. “It has been
pointed out by the Bar and media alike that during the last several
years, the Hazara community in Quetta has been a target of repeated
terrorist attacks driven by ethnic and sectarian hatred,” said the CJP.
“I met the Hazara community recently. They were so afraid that they
wouldn’t even lodge complaints or requests in the SC,” he said. “The
killers of the community are holding public rallies.”...“They (the members of the community) can’t go to schools or hospitals. Are they not
part of Pakistan?”, the top judge asked. “The right to life is the most sacred human right guaranteed under Article 9 of the Constitution which
however has been violated with impunity by miscreants against the
small and dwindling community which is otherwise peaceful and law
abiding,” exclaimed Justice Nisar, asking the authorities to provide
causes of their failure in safeguarding Hazara lives.
Human Rights Watch reported : "at least 509 Hazaras have been
killed during the last five years...There is no travel route, no shopping
trip, no school, or no work commute that is safe for the Hazaras.” On
the contrary, the Hazara community claims that around 3,000 people,
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including women and children, have been killed. “More than 200 Hazaras were killed only in two suicide attacks in this period,” Bostan Ali
Kishmand, leader of the Hazara Democratic Party said.
There are around 900,000 Hazara citizens who live mostly in
Balochistan while around 70,000 have already left the country just to
save their lives. Jalila Haider, a Hazara lawyer and human rights activist, said in a recent TV interview, "Hazaras are being forced by the
killings to sell their properties at throwaway prices to avoid the killers
who are targeting them at their shops".
Wajid Shamsul Hasan, the former High Commissioner of Pakistan
to UK and a veteran journalist, wrote: "The peaceful character of the
city (Quetta) was destroyed during the regimes of General Ziaul Haq
and General Pervez Musharraf who allowed terrorists safe havens,
Haqqani Network and Quetta Shura to carry out their terrorist activities
as part of their doctrine of strategic depth as well hoping to convert
Afghanistan as Pakistan’s fifth province. Both the Generals compromised national security, the country’s sovereignty and tore to shreds
the writ of the state by allowing entry into Pakistan thousands of Arab,
Chechen, Uzbek and Uyghur terrorists into the tribal areas to fight the
American jihad. Peaceful madaris were allowed to be converted into
training camps to produce militants to wage proxy wars. General Pervez Musharraf even to this day supports at LeJ and his hero is Hafiz
Saeed. The TTP and IS who target Hazaras, Christians and security
forces in Balochistan are the offshoots of the monsters raised by the
two generals"
The Afghan Taliban killed thousands of Hazaras for supposedly siding with the Northern Alliance in Afghanistan. When, the Afghan Taliban
allegedly "found safe haven in Quetta", they started to kill the Hazars
in Quetta. In this pursuit, Pakistani extremists groups also helped the
Afghan Taliban. Pakistani extremist groups like the Lashkar-i-Jhangvi
and Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan are attacking the community continuously
without any fear. A spokesman for the Lashkar-i-Jhangvi, while accepting responsibility for most of the Hazara killings a few years ago, said
his group is exacting vengeance for the death of Osama bin Laden at
the hands of American commandos".
It is very strange that in the presence of many intelligence agencies
in Balochistan, the security forces are not able to arrest the target killers
and smash the extremist groups like the Laskhar-i-Jhangvi and the
Sipah-i-Sahaba. Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa should take
notice of this failure.
The PML-N government has also committed a blunder by not implementing the National Action Plan fully. If the government wants to protect the Hazaras and end extremism in the country, it should implement
the NAP immediately and take stern action against hate speech in
mosques, madrassas, classrooms , public gatherings and the media.
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Pak-Russia

General Bajwa’s
significant Russia visit
F. Z. Khan

Pakistan Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa recently paid, what
some observers regard as a “highly successful” two-day official visit to Russia. In Moscow he met with the Chief of General Staff of the Russian Armed
Forces General Valery Vasilevich Gerasimov at the defence ministry, and
with the Commander of Russian Federation Ground Forces Colonel General
Oleg Salyukov, at the Kremlin Palace. Both sides discussed regional security,
stability and bilateral security cooperation. Both sides vowed to “keep on
working towards a cooperative regional framework based on sovereign
equality and mutual progress through connectivity.”
General Bajwa’s visit was given wide coverage across the Russian media.
His counterparts – General Grasimov and General Oleg Salyukov – minced
no words in heaping praises on him while appreciating Pakistan’s achievements in the ongoing war against terror. “Russia supports Pakistan’s efforts
towards reconciliation and peace in Afghanistan and is willing to play a role
towards that end.” General Grasimov said his country supports Pakistan’s
efforts towards reconciliation and peace in Afghanistan.
During his warmly received Russian visit, the Pakistan army chief
stressed on three focal points: first, he made it clear that “Pakistan does not
have hostile designs towards any country “without naming India or
Afghanistan”, adding “ we will keep on working towards a cooperative regional framework based on sovereign equality and mutual progress through
connectivity; secondly, he said, “Pakistan welcomes any initiative which can
bring peace and stability in Afghanistan and the whole region will benefit from
it”; thirdly, in consonance with the official policy of the government of Pakistan,
General Bajwa said, “Pakistan wants to get out of the zero-sum dynamics of
the Cold War era that is still prevalent in South Asia.”
The visit was held at a time when Russia has announced to host the eightmember Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) member countries
armies’ joint anti-terror war exercises to be held later this month. Interestingly,
India is also a China-Russia-led SCO member country, and New Delhi has
confirmed its participation in the “extremely important” event to take place in
the region. This is against the backdrop of reports of ISIS and other international terror groups active in Afghanistan and the Afghan Taliban who have
announced the spring offensive. A number of terror incidents in parts of
Afghanistan claimed lives of tens of civilian and security personnel as well
as journalists including a BBC correspondent.
The upcoming war drills under the SCO banner are likely to establish Pakistan’s leading role in the war against terror, and the participating member
countries would benefit from the experience gained by the battle-hardened
Pakistan military. This will not only bring Pakistan into limelight, but also help
Islamabad to diplomatically and politically present its point of view before the
world, stressing upon the need to recognize in a befitting manner Pakistan’s
selfless efforts towards making the world safe from 9/11-type incidents.
General Bajwa’s three focal points primarily attempt to address Pakistan’s
desire for peace in the region, as well as within Pakistan where the country
needs economic development and strengthening of bilateral and multi lateral
trade with the regional countries through the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Pakistan, during the last 10 or so years of the war against terror,
has spent Rs297.3 billion on its fight against terrorism, which could have been
spent otherwise for the uplift of the masses. Despite Pakistan’s frontline
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proactive role, physical engagement and heavy casualties as well as damages in the struggle, Islamabad’s relationship with Washington continues to
deteriorate, probably under a well contrived design.
Americans, since Mr. Trump came to the White House, have repeatedly
accused Pakistan of not doing enough. It means, while Washington appears
to have downplayed Pakistan’s critical role, Russia thinks otherwise. General
Bajwa thanked General Oleg and said that “Pakistan reciprocates the desire
of enhanced bilateral military engagements”, adding, Russia had recently
played a positive role to help resolve complex situations in the region and
Pakistan will continue to play its part in keeping conflicts away from the region
and “seek approaches which bring regional convergences into play rather
than the divergences”.
America’s toughened policy towards Pakistan has forced Islamabad to
look to other regional countries like China and Russia. But relations between
Pakistan and Russia have seen an unprecedented improvement during the
last few years. Pakistan’s political and military leadership has lately been engaged in extending ties with Russia; President Zardari started paying visits
to Moscow to brief the Russian leadership on Pakistan’s point of view, as well
as its active role in the war against terrorism. Recently, in February, Pakistan’s
erstwhile Foreign Minister Khwaja Asif visited Moscow to garner Russia’s
support after President Trump pressurized Pakistan “to do more”. National
Security Adviser Lt-General (retd) Nasser Khan Janjua also travelled to Russia; the flurry of visits suggests a new push by Pakistan to diversify its foreign
policy options after the US expanded its cooperation and strategic ties with
India.
While India, Russia’s long-standing strategic partner, has joined the US
camp, Moscow is also opening up its options that include reaching out to
countries such as Pakistan. The latter has been pushing for a regional consensus on Afghanistan. Russia, China and Iran have endorsed Pakistan’s
stance that the use of force will not resolve the stubborn conflict in
Afghanistan. All the regional players believe that the only way out to achieve
peace in the war-ravaged country can come through an Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned peace process.
Former army Chief General Raheel Sharif had also visited Moscow in
2015. The visit resulted in the first ever mutual military venture between Pakistan and Russia. Consequently, the first military exercise, Druzhba-216
(Friendship-2016), was held between Pakistan and Russia in 2016. This military drill lasted for two weeks, at a time when Pakistan-India tensions were
particularly high. That military drill not only strengthened Pakistan-Russia military ties but also provided a conducive environment for trust building.
Before General Raheel’s visit, former army Chief General Ashfaq Pervez
Kayani also visited Russia. As a result of that visit, Russia and Pakistan
signed a landmark defense agreement and Russia lifted an embargo on
weapons exports to Pakistan. Such initiatives by Pakistan cemented relations
between the two countries, and may make Russia and Pakistan major regional allies in the future.
Russia is concerned about the emergence of ISIS in Afghanistan, which
may have major consequences for Central Asia and Russian territories with
Muslim populations. Pakistan’s military has gained enough experience in
countering terrorism, and this can be helpful for Russia.
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Education

When poor results
belie tall claims
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The latest Alif Ailaan report on the education reforms, carried out by the
Punjab provincial government during the past five years, makes special
mention of Sialkot district. The district is one of Pakistan's most highly industrialised regions. With an estimated 2014 per capita income of $2,800,
Sialkot city has been noted by The Economist for its entrepreneurial spirit,
and productive business climate that have made Sialkot an example of a
small Pakistani city that has emerged as a "world-class manufacturing
hub."
However, the other side of Sialkot presents a gloomy picture: As many
as 1,190 out of Sialkot district's 1,539 villages have no public sector primary schools at all since the creation of the country. That’s why over
250,000 boys and girls have been deprived of their right to education at
local level.
According to the education initiative survey, the government primary
schools have been established in only 349 villages and the rest have been
deprived of the facility so far. The situation exposes the height of negligence on the part of the elected political representatives in Sialkot, Daska,
Sambrial and Pasrur tehsils.
The Sialkot District Education Department official data shows that there
are only 91 government boys primary schools in 575 villages of Sialkot
tehsil, 107 primary schools in 250 villages of Daska tehsil, 109 primary
schools in 559 villages of Pasrur tehsil and 42 primary schools in 155 villages of Sambrial tehsil.
The reason given by District Education Authority chief executive officer
for not establishing primary schools in these villages is weird. Maqbul
Ahmed Shakir told Cutting Edge by telephone that no formal request was
ever made by the dwellers for opening of schools in their villages. He promised that the Education Department would establish schools in these villages if the locals would formally send their demands.
The logic for opening no schools simply negates the tall claims of the
Sialkot administration as well as the provincial government of the Pakistan
Muslim League-N about promotion of education in the district under the
‘Parha Likha Punjab Programme”, initiated by Chief Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif.
Various non-governmental organisations working in the education field
also keep expressing their concern over problems facing the sector in Pakistan. Educationists attending a Policy dialogue on the theme of equity in
education financing, inferences, moot points and policy, revealed recently
that at least 5.03 million girls, out of 9.2 million children, are out of school
in Punjab, the largest province of the country in terms of population.
The event was organised by the Institute of Social and Policy Sciences
in the federal capital in the last week of April 2018.
Rubina Nadeem, an education specialist attached with UNICEF (United
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Nations International Children's Emergency Fund), told the participants
that Pakistan stands second in the world ranking of out-of-school children
with only Nigeria ahead of it, while Punjab is on the top among the
provinces in this regard.
In a talk with Cutting Edge after the event, she said that the provincial
government had taken a number of initiatives for ensuring equitable access
to quality education over the last several years in Punjab, adding that the
challenge was still big. The expert said that the province was facing multiple challenges relating to equitable access to education including gender,
location, geographical access, ethnicity, poverty status and disability and
the students’ retention in early years of schooling.
Ms. Nadeem said that poverty plays an important role in limiting the
educational opportunities available to a child. Punjab’s multidimensional
poverty “headcount ratio” has been estimated at around 31% of the population.
Ahmed Ali, an I-SAP Senior Research Fellow, told the writer that an inverse relationship existed between the proportion of out-of-school children
in the 5-16 years age group and per student spending at the district level
– Rahim Yar Khan, Vehari, and Muzaffargarh. Quoting from his research
paper, he said that 47% children in the 5-16 years age group were out of
school in Rahim Yar Khan. He said that all stakeholders should deliberate
upon the critical relevance of equity-responsive decision making, resource
allocation and expenditure towards access to quality education for all, especially at provincial level.
The Alif Ailaan report also discusses budgetary allocations for the sector. It showed that regardless of the increased budgetary allocation for education, the Punjab government had been unable to utilise the budget. It
said that the provincial government was unable to substantially increase
enrolment in middle and high schools as only 0.5 million students were
enrolled in middle and 0.2 million students were enrolled in high schools.
Rana Mashhood Ahmad, Punjab Minister for Schools Education, however, defends the provincial government as far as development and promotion of education in the province is concerned. Talking to Cutting Edge
after formally launching the Punjab government's school enrolment campaign 2018, at a ceremony held at Quaid-e-Azam Academy for Educational Development (QAED) on April 2, the minister said that around 11.5
million children have been enrolled in the public sector schools of the
province so far, while three million were enrolled with the Punjab Education
Foundation-supported schools. He said that around five lakh girls have
been enrolled in schools in 16 southern districts through Khadim-e-Punjab
Cards. These girls are being given stipends as well, he added.
The minister claimed that other provinces were following the Punjab
model and they had also appreciated Punjab’s digital monitoring system.
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In fact, Punjab is the only province which has been sending the best students from across the country to study at the best universities of the world,
he added.
He promised that the government would allocate Rs400 billion for
school education in the upcoming budget.
Referring to the Alif Ailaan report, the minister said it appreciated the
provincial government’s initiatives. The investment in the most complex
and ambitious set of education reforms around human resource management, school infrastructure and overall education sector governance have
produced positive outcomes over the past five years, the minister quoted
from the report.
However, the minister failed to recognise that the report 2013-2018
Five Years of Education Reforms: Punjab Wins, Losses and Challenges
for the Future 2018-2023 clearly pointed out that significant challenges in

May 16-31, 2018

actualising reform ambitions continue to persist.
Some of the flagship efforts under the Punjab Education Sector Reform
Programme (PESRP) and School Education Reforms Roadmap include
developing improved monitoring systems, improving the provision and
quality of teaching, restructuring of governance systems through District
Education Authorities (DEA), a robust public-private partnership programme through Punjab Education Foundation (PEF), and the development of interventions that strengthen incentives and accountability for
service delivery performance. But the gains of the reforms enacted are
still fragile, the report points out.
Enrolment, retention, learning outcomes, public financial management,
school infrastructure, discrepancies in the data regime and centralisation
of all these efforts continue to pose substantial challenges to the provincial
authorities, the report further said.
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Space

Pakistan to launch
robust programme
F. Z. Khan
Almost all Indian media outlets – from electronic and print media to social
media – are giving wide coverage to an apparently “unusual development
in the region” under which Pakistan is all set to upgrade and advance its
indigenous space programme which previously had “limited quality advancements” as compared to that of India which has of late been engaged
in active cooperation with the United States in order to enhance and upgrade its (Indian) satellite programme. In the recently announced annual
budget, the Pakistan government has allocated reasonable funding for the
current fiscal. After successful completion of the programme, Pakistan is
likely to come at par in space technology as well.
Obviously, the news of Pakistan’s more vibrant and advance space programme plan has sent shockwaves, especially across India, as the report
published in newspapers specifically mentions that this programme is primarily aimed at keeping an eye on the Indian side, besides other purposes.
However, on the other hand, people of Pakistan, civil society, intelligentsia
and political-cum-defence observers have expressed great satisfaction, as
for Pakistan advance space programmes were the need of the hour not
only from the defence point of view, but also due to the growing demand
from the civil communications, including the GPS, mobile telephony and
the internet as well as due to the changing scenario in the region, under
which India has advanced itself to create security imbalance in the region.
Pakistan is entering a new era of advancement after its most successful,
advanced and vibrant nuclear deterrent and missile system programmes.
This will help reduce Pakistan’s dependence on foreign satellites it needs
to use for civil and military purposes. Earlier, Pakistan had been getting
help from the US and France. Under the new indigenous space programme, Pakistan plans to initiate several projects to develop its own selfreliance capacity while reducing the dependence on foreign satellites.
The budget for SUPARCO (Pakistan’s Space and Upper Atmosphere
Research Organisation) for the upcoming fiscal year 2018-2019 has been
set as Rs4.70 billion, which includes Rs2.55 billion for three new projects.
SUPARCO has regularly been conducting activities each year to increase
awareness of space technology and to promote its peaceful usage amongst
the students and the masses in Pakistan since 2005. The budget allocation
includes funding of Rs1.35 billion for Pakistan Multi-Mission Satellite (PakSat-MM1). Likewise, Pakistan is planning to establish various Space Centres, for example in cities like Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad with the
allocation of Rs 1 billion. Another project, third in the row, which is on cards,
is establishment of a Space Application Research Centre in Karachi with a
budget of Rs200 million in 2018-2019. The total cost of PakSat-MM1 is said
to be Rs27.57 billion and the cost of the space centres is Rs26.91 billion.
For Pakistan, space exploration is amongst the most fascinating ventures of modern times. It contributes to investigation of physical conditions
in space, on stars, planets, and other celestial bodies through the use of
artificial satellites and space probes carried onboard spacecraft beyond the
Earth’s atmosphere. Space-based communication systems offer fast and
affordable means of providing services like tele-education, telemedicine,
mobile telephony and television to remote areas. The diversity and cultural
exchanges of our populations can be better served by television broadcasting via satellites. Besides, communication satellites provide an important
and essential communication medium for Pakistan’s armed forces. Remote
sensing satellites have great potential in contributing to better land management, food security, disaster management, urban planning, mineral ex-
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ploration, crop yield forecasting, water management, etc. Weather has a
profound effect on life. Weather satellites provide forecasts on temperature,
precipitation, cloudiness and winds and have both civilian and military applications.
For a water-stressed country like Pakistan, the economy of which is
largely agrarian, climate and weather and their effect on availability of water
are crucial factors. Weather forecasts and warnings are also important because they protect life and property. Forecasts about temperature and precipitation are needed for agricultural applications. Several Global Navigation
Satellite Systems (GNSS) are either in operation or under development.
These provide free and reliable positioning, navigation, and timing services
on a continuous worldwide basis. Some of the applications include land
surveying, map-making, tracking and surveillance scientific study of earthquakes, disaster relief and emergency services in life-saving missions.
Farmers, surveyors, geologists and many others perform their work more
efficiently, safely, economically, and accurately using GPS signals.
SUPARCO was launched to strive to achieve self-reliance in space technology and applications for national security, the economy and society.
Space Sciences and Research Wing of Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) was established in 1961. Later it was renamed and placed
under the leadership of Prof. Abdus Salam as Chairman and Dr. I. H. Usmani as Vice Chairman. In 1984, the government approved the long-term
Space Science Technology Development Programme which comprised four
components: establishment of ground stations and ancillary facilities for reception and use of scientific data including imagery of the earth for natural
resources survey, and reception and study of Very Low and High Frequency
communications signals; establishment of satellite tracking facilities such
as optical radar and laser tracking stations; launching of multi-purpose
satellites for point-to-point telecommunications, TV broadcasting and scientific observations; and development of satellites and complete satellite
launch vehicles.
SUPARCO launched its first sounding rocket Rehbar-1 for upper atmosphere research in 1961, becoming the third nation in Asia and the tenth in
the world to launch such a rocket. It later developed sounding rockets indigenously. It also developed two experimental satellites Badr-1 and BadrB which were launched in 1990 and 2001, respectively. Afterwards, work
was undertaken on development of prototype communication and remotesensing satellites. The knowledge gained and the skills developed through
these projects played an important role in SUPARCO’s contribution to the
development of Paksat-1R communication satellite in collaboration with
China. The satellite was successfully launched on August 12, 2011, from
Xichang Satellite Launch Centre in China. Pakistan now plans to develop
a remote sensing satellite as part of its vision 2040, which has recently been
approved by the government.
Space-based assets for Pakistan have become indispensable to modern life whether it is live telecast of events across the world or beyond, the
ubiquitous Internet, the telecommunications revolution, satellite weather
forecasting, mapping, mineral exploration, water resource management,
disaster mitigation, national security or hundreds of other applications; life
without these would now be quite difficult, to say the least. One hopes that
under the new programme and reasonable allocation of funds, Pakistan
will be able to take lead in advancement of space technology, like its missile
programme and nuclear technology.
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Your View
Corruption cases

Anti-Army rhetoric
There is no point in dragging the army in on the issue of the assassination attempt on Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal as Nawaz Sharif
did when stated that it was the “result of appeasing Faizabad protesters”. It is like shifting the blame from the government’s own
shoulders, that has done almost nothing to implement its part of the
National Action Plan in letter and spirit. One wonders who was appeasing the Faizabad protesters who took weeks to prolong their
sit-in at Faizabad chowk, taking the two cities as their hostage?
Who is delaying arrest of Maulana Khadim Rizvi despite clear and
repeated orders of the court? Has Nawaz Sharif or his party condemned the PTM or the attempt by PTM to desecrate Pakistan’s
flag? He has not spoken a single word on Indian terrorist’s arrest.

I recall when Benazir Bhutto was the prime minister and
was confronted with accusations of corruption and financial
irregularities to favour her party members and husband she
used to mockingly say “go to the court”. I do not understand
why courts should try to avoid taking up corruption cases.
Litigation becomes necessary when our politicians have a
culture of resolutely denying everything instead of gracefully
bowing out like the leaders in other countries do on disclosure of any minor scandal. The disclosure of unexplained
$60 million in Swiss banks and a few billion dollars worth of
property in London is more than enough ground to bow out.
Rafi Ahmed

He is in alliance with Achakzai and others who publicly campaign

Karachi

for Pushtunistan and use anti-Pakistan rhetoric. Now, on the issue
of assassination bid on Ahsan Iqbal, political point scoring is at full
swing, while the army is being targeted, without realizing that this is
damaging and weakening the institution. It is understood that some-

India’s chemical war

one is pushing the enemy agenda. The attempt on his life has been
condemned by all including the army chief and ISPR DG. General

ONCE again the Azad Jammu and Kashmir prime minister has ac-

Bajwa is right when he says the spectrum of threat demands a full

cused India of using chemical weapons against defenceless Kash-

national response.

miris. Earlier, the AJK president and Pakistan’s Foreign Office (FO)
Mehr Ispahani,
Peshawar

had accused Indian forces of using chemical agents to kill unarmed protestors. Being a signatory to the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC), India can’t produce or use such weapons. It is
unprecedented for the world’s largest democracy to use chemical
weapons against civilians. Amnesty International and other human

Highway branch

rights organisations should verify this allegation. Besides, our FO

SINDH Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah has got many roads constructed and repaired in Karachi during his tenure but surprisingly
missed one of the most important ones. The National Highway road

should invoke the CWC’s “challenge inspection” clause. Under it,
India stands bound to the principle of ‘anytime, anywhere’ inspections (by the CWC Director-General) with no right of refusal.
Saman Ali

coming from Hyderabad to Malir Cantt gate number 6 and then

Islamabad

turning right towards Sohny Residency via Pehlwan Goth could not
be constructed. This route was last repaired more than 10 years
ago. If constructed, it will facilitate commuters as traffic coming
from Hyderabad can directly reach Gulistan-i-Jauhar.

New KE bill

Dr. Zaid Ahmed
Karachi

I RECEIVED the newly-designed K-Electric bill for the month of
April but found nothing special therein except wastage of paper. A
number of organisations have adopted paperless correspondence,
whereas K-Electric has added one more page to its previous bill.

Minimum wage

The PTCL is also doing the same thing. The consumers are least
concerned about the newly-designed bills or change in PIA livery

THE Supreme Court should take notice of the non-implementation
of the minimum wage law. In 2016, very much like the previous two
decades, the federal and provincial governments failed to implement the minimum wage law owing to bad governance. This has resulted in perpetuating the suffering of the poor.

of quality services by these organisations, which in both cases are
highly unsatisfactory; rather they are pathetic. It is proposed that instead of incurring huge expenses on designing and publicity, these
utility services try to improve their performance.

S. Mohammad Muneeb
Karachi
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on its aircraft. Instead, they are more concerned about the delivery

Tajammul Hussain
KarachI
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Fossil sheds light on evolutionary
journey from dinosaur to bird

Plants 'talk to' each other
through their roots

Nicola Davis
It was one of the fossils
Darwin hailed as evidence of evolution.
Now scientists have unveiled four skulls of an
ancient toothed seabird
in a study experts say
reveals the face of
early birds.
Thought to have lived
between 66 and 100m years ago the gull-like bird, known as Ichthyornis
dispar, was first written about in the 19th century by American palaeontologist Othniel Marsh after fossil remains were unearthed in the US. These
revealed that the animal’s body was similar to modern birds in many respects. But there was a startling difference: it had jaws which housed sharp
teeth. The findings astonished experts who recognised that the creature
offered crucial insights into how today’s birds came to be. However the
skull was far from complete.
Now a team of researchers from the UK and US have produced a clear picture of what the head of the animal looked like, after analysis of four more
skulls of the bird. Experts say the findings help to unpick how modern birds
evolved from their dinosaur ancestors. “The famous bird archaeopteryx and
a lot of the fossils in the early history of bird evolution, they had wings, but
their skulls basically looked like little baby dinosaur skulls,” said Dr. BhartAnjan Bhullar, a co-author of the research from Yale University. “Ichthyornis,
it turns out, is just at this transitional moment,” he said, adding that the results “show the order of appearance of modern bird features.”

24

Hannah Devlin
Plants use their roots to
“listen in” on their neighbours, according to research that adds to
evidence that plants
have their own unique
forms of communication.
The study found that
plants in a crowded environment secrete chemicals into the soil that prompt their neighbours to grow more aggressively,
presumably to avoid being left in the shade. “If we have a problem with our
neighbours, we can move flat,” said Velemir Ninkovic, an ecologist at the
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences in Uppsala and lead author.
“Plants can’t do that. They’ve accepted that and they use signals to avoid
competing situations and to prepare for future competition.” Previously, scientists have shown that when plant leaves are touched as they brush up
against the leaves and branches of neighbours they alter their growth
strategies. Mature trees have been seen to experience “canopy shyness”
and rein in their growth under crowded conditions. Others take a more
combative approach, diverting resources from root growth to expand more
rapidly above ground.
The latest study reveals that this behaviour is driven, not just by mechanical cues picked up by leaves, but by chemical secretions in the soil. The
study focused on corn seedlings, which tend to boost growth in a stressed
environment. Ninkovic and colleagues simulated the touch of a nearby
plant by stroking the leaves for a minute each day using a makeup brush.
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Dark chocolate might sweeten your vision
E.J. Mundell
It may not replace prescription glasses, but a few bites of dark chocolate
might offer a slight and temporary bump up in vision quality, new research
suggests.
Heart-healthy compounds in chocolate called flavanols appeared to
sharpen eyesight for a group of 30 healthy young adults in the new study.
The observed change in vision was small, but significant. However, the
study authors stressed that it's too early for ophthalmologists to recommend chocolate as medicine for the eyes. "The duration of these effects
and their influence in real-world performance await further testing," said a
team led by Dr. Jeff Rabin of the University of the Incarnate Word in San
Antonio, Texas. As Rabin's team explained, there's been evidence in prior
studies that the antioxidant flavanols in dark chocolate might help boost
blood flow to the nervous system, boost heart function and even help preserve the aging brain. So, the investigators wondered if the eyes might
reap some sort of benefit from chocolate, too.
To find out, the researchers had 30 healthy adults, averaging 26 years
of age, eat either a 1.5-ounce Trader Joe's 72 percent Cacao Dark
Chocolate bar or a similar-sized Trader Joe's Crispy Rice Milk Chocolate
bar. Labels were removed from each bar so participants didn't know

what type of chocolate they were eating. About two hours later, each
participant underwent vision testing using standard letter-based eye
charts. The result? Compared to people who'd eaten the milk chocolate
bar, those who'd snacked on the dark chocolate showed "small enhancements in visual acuity and large-letter contrast" on the vision test, the
researchers reported.

Five steps to live 10 extra years
Amy Norton
Americans could add years to their lives with just a handful of healthy habits,
a large, new study suggests.
Right now, the typical 50-year-old American can expect to live another 30 to
33 years, according to government statistics. But based on the new study,
those who maintain five lifestyle habits could add roughly a decade to that
life expectancy. The key factors include the usual suspects: not smoking; eating healthy; exercising regularly; maintaining a normal weight; and not drinking. But researchers said the new findings put those lifestyle choices in a
different perspective. "Our findings have significant public health implications,
because they demonstrate the great potential of diet and lifestyle changes in
improving life expectancy," said senior researcher Dr. Frank Hu. He is chair
of nutrition at the Harvard School of Public Health.
Dr. Suzanne Steinbaum, a spokesperson for the American Heart Association,
agreed. "These five things can empower every one of us to make a huge difference," she said. The habits are also realistic, Steinbaum noted. For example, moderate exercise -- such as brisk walking for 30 minutes a day -- was
enough. "That isn't a crazy amount of exercise," Steinbaum said. "It doesn't
require you to join a gym." Unfortunately, few Americans stick to that magic
five. According to Hu's team, only 8 percent of U.S. adults in recent years
have met all five goals. The United States also lags behind nearly all other
wealthy nations when it comes to longevity -- ranking 31st in the world for life
expectancy at birth in 2015, according to the World Health Organization.
The new findings come from two studies that have followed over 123,000
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U.S. health professionals since the 1980s. Over the years, the participants
gave detailed information on their diets, exercise habits and other lifestyle
factors. By 2014, just over 42,000 participants had died. The Harvard team
looked at how the five lifestyle factors figured into people's longevity. They
also used government health data to estimate the impact of those factors on
the U.S. population's life expectancy.
On average, the researchers found, people who adhered to the five healthy
habits were 74 percent less likely to die during the study period, versus those
who maintained none of those habits. Those who followed all five good
lifestyle habits were also 82 percent less likely to die of heart disease or
stroke, and 65 percent less likely to die of cancer, the findings showed.
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I Feel Pretty

Lean on Pete

Peter Bradshaw

Robbie Collin

On paper, this should be the
perfect showcase for Amy
Schumer: the title is taken
from that girlishly hopeful song
in the 1961 musical West Side
Story delivered by Natalie
Wood, whose gamine image
is of course so different from
Schumer’s. Yet at almost
every stage, Schumer’s routine is weirdly restrained and inhibited due
to the film’s high concept: that she becomes an aspirational success,
against all the odds. It’s a plot imperative that works against the disaster,
embarrassment and cynicism integral to Amy Schumer’s comedy.

“Don’t run, walk!” barks
Del (Steve Buscemi), a
prickly horse trainer, as
his teenage assistant
bolts off on an errand
through a crowded stable. But 15-year-old
Charley Thompson – played by Charlie Plummer, the young John Paul
Getty III in All the Money in the World – isn’t the walking type.
Charley was even running when Del met him, haring through whatever
small town in Oregon he and his genially deadbeat father (Travis Fimmel) had just washed up in. For Charley, running and living are indistinguishable. That’s the one thing he has in common with sharks: to stay
still would be as good as dropping dead. This is the crux of Andrew
Haigh’s piercing and wistful new film, in which the British director swaps
the Norfolk Broads of his Bafta-nominated 45 Years for the significantly
broader American west – a hard, vast place of dreary diners, grumbling
trucks, and starlit open plains.

The film is written by the romcom veterans Marc Silverstein and Abby
Kohn, with obvious borrowings from The Devil Wears Prada and Ugly
Betty; they are making their joint feature directing debut, and Schumer
has a producer credit. She plays Renee, who works in the online delivery
unit of a big New York fashion brand, stuck in a dull office well away
from the super-prestigious Fifth Avenue building. She is a woman who
is insidiously made to feel ashamed of her bigger size by the patriarchal
body-image imposed by the worlds of media and fashion, and by the impossibly slim women surrounding her at the gym. One day she hits her
head during spin class and wakes up believing that she is a size zero
babe and the resulting delusional aura of confidence – together with the
fact that her fashion brand is trying to reach out to “ordinary” women –
means she gets a top job there.

Adapted from the 2010 novel by Willy Vlautin, in a sense Lean on Pete
is a boy-and-his-animal film in the fine old tradition of Lassie Come
Home and Old Yeller – and in 18-year-old Plummer, it has a lead actor
who becomes a star before your eyes. But it forswears kitschy pathos
for a slow-build, almost neorealist compassion for Charley and his faithful companion, the five-year-old quarter horse of the title that Del endlessly tours around the local low-stakes racing circuit.

Inuyashiki

The 12th Man

Maggie Lee

Dennis Harvey

In Inuyashiki, an alien encounter mutates two unsuspecting charaters — one, a
decrepit salaryman, the
other,
a
neighborhood
teenager — into indestructible cyborgs, but contrary to
genre conventions, it’s the
kid who turns evil, leaving the wussy old codger to save the day.
Adapted from a manga by Hiroya Oku, this Japanese genre effort is ably
directed by Shinsuke Sato, who foregrounds interpersonal relationships
and human emotion over action and effects. The fact that English translations of the 10-volume series exist digitally, while an anime miniseries
can be viewed on Amazon Prime Video, should boost the film’s overseas
potential.

Harrowing physical adventure The 12th Man
retells the story of Jan
Baalsrud, the sole survivor of a thwarted Allied
sabotage
mission
against the Nazis in occupied
Norway.
Wounded, hunted, often
near-death, his long but ultimately successful escape to Sweden was
already dramatized onscreen in 1957’s Ni Liv aka Nine Lives, an Oscar
nominee considered one of the greatest Norwegian features ever made.

From Parasyste to Gantz (also written by Oku), Japanese science fiction
is rife with stories of humans merging with androids or aliens. Of this tradition, Inuyashiki best recalls the seminal Tetsuo body-horror series directed by Shinya Tsukamoto, especially in the way its cyborg characters
fire gunshots via their index fingers. Even so, the film displays little of
the heavy-metal fetishism or trippy cyberpunk style that made the Tetsuo
series a ’90s cult classic.
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One might not automatically set expectations quite so high for a new
version directed by Harald Zwart, who’s scored some major hits both at
home (comedy Long Flat Balls and its sequel) and internationally (the
Karate Kid remake) as well as some thoroughly mainstream duds (Pink
Panther 2, The Mortal Instruments: City of Bones). But 12th Man easily
reps a personal best for the helmer, and is a stirring adventure by any
standard. An opening title notes that “The most incredible events in this
story are the ones that actually took place,” which both provides wiggle
room for dramatic license and prepares one to accept a saga of arduous
peril at times so extreme it might normally beggar belief.

May 16-31, 2018

04
Books

Russia's Muslim Heartlands

The Spinner’s Tale

Dominic Rubin

Omar Shahid Hamid

Moscow has the largest Muslim population of any city in Europe. In 2015,
some 2 million Muslim Muscovites
celebrated the opening of the continent's biggest mosque.
One quarter of the Soviet population
was ethnically Muslim, and today their
grandchildren, living in the lands between Bukhara, Kazan and the Caucasus, once again have access to
their historical traditions. But they also
suffer the effects of civil war, mass migration and political instability. At the
highest levels, Islam has been swept
up into Russia's broader search for
identity, as the old question of eastern versus western takes on new force.
Dominic Rubin has spent the last three years interviewing Muslims
across Russia, from Sufi shaykhs in Dagestan, new Muslim artists on
the Volga and professionals in Kyrgyzstan to guest-workers commuting
between Russia and Uzbekistan and Kremlin-sponsored muftis hammering out a new Russian Muslim ideology in Moscow. He discovers
their family histories, their faith journeys and their hopes and fears,
caught between roles as traditionalist allies in the new Eurasian Russia
and as potential traitors in Moscow's war on terror. This story of Islam
adapting in a paradoxical landscape, against all odds, brings alive the
human reality behind the headlines.

The Book Thief
Markus Zusak
It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the
country is holding its breath. Death
has never been busier - and will become busier still.
By her brother's graveside, Liesel's
life is changed forever when she
picks up a single object, abandoned
in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's
Handbook, and this is her first act of
book thievery. So begins Liesel's
love affair with books and words,
and soon she is stealing from Nazi
book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library and wherever there are books
to be found.
But these are dangerous times, and when Liesel's foster family hides a
Jew in their basement, nothing will ever be the same again. In superbly
crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus
Zusak has given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. It is
now a major film from Twentieth-Century Fox starring Geoffrey Rush
and Emily Watson.
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A thriller about two friends whose
lives diverge drastically when one of
them becomes an infamous jihadi
militant. Sheikh Ahmed Uzair Sufi is
one of the most feared men in Pakistan, a top Jihadi militant, who believes in nothing save his own
limitless scope for violence.
But no one suspected this future back
in 1994, when he was simple old Ausi
and leaves school with his cricket mad
best friend Eddy to start a new life.
While Eddy goes to college in America, Ausi's life takes dangerous and
unexpected turns. The two friends
stay in touch even as they pursue vastly different lives, their shared passion
for cricket and nostalgia for their school days binding them together.
Even as Ausi treads down a darker path, what will happen to their friendship? Omar Shahid Hamid, bestselling author of The Prisoner, takes us
on another thrilling, sinister ride, stretching from Karachi to Kashmir to
Afghanistan, in The Spinner's Tale.

Shah-Jahan: The Rise and Fall of
the Mughal Emperor
Fergus Nicoll
Shah-Jahan,'King of the
World,'ruled the Mughal Empire from 1628 to 1658, a period of multiculturalism,
poetry, fine art and stupendous architecture.
His legacy in stone embraces
not only the Taj Mahal, the
tomb of his beloved second
wife, Arjumand MumtazMahal,
but
fortresses,
mosques, gardens, caravanserais and schools.
Shah-Jahan was also a ruthless political operator who
achieved power by ordering
the murder of two brothers and
at least six other relatives, an enlightened despot, a king who dispensed
largesse to favoured courtiers but ignored plague in the countryside.
Fergus Nicoll has reconstructed this intriguing tale from contemporary
biographies, edicts and correspondence, putting together an original
portrait that challenges many established legends to bring the man and
the emperor to life.
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