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Stunting and malnutrition: A
growing menace
In a recent report the World Bank (WB) has
warned that stunting early in a child's life can
cause irreversible damage to cognitive development and has educational, income and
productivity consequences that reach far into
adulthood.
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Economics

Annual Plan 2018-19:
Uncertainties galore
Jahangir Hayat

The Annual Plan 2018-19, which is a part of the new budget, faces uncertainties with regard to its implementation in its original outline. Reportedly,
some key features have been changed in relation to the draft of the Plan
laid before the NEC. The original Plan projected a current account deficit
in 2018-19 of $12.5 billion, equivalent to 3.8 percent of the GDP. But the
deficit has now been revised upwards to $13.3 billion or 4 percent of the
GDP. The GDP by expenditure estimates for 2018-19 have also been
somewhat altered.
Besides, there are differences in the key parameters of the Annual Plan
and the corresponding numbers in the Budget documents for 2018-19.
These relate to the national public development outlay and the expected
external inflow of financing. The total outlay in the PSDP for the federal
and four provincial governments combined has been set at Rs 1,650 billion
for 2018-19 in the Budget-in-Brief brought out by the MOF. But the Annual
Plan presents a significantly larger size of Rs 2,043 billion for the national
PSDP. This includes a provision for new projects with an allocation of Rs
100 billion. If the Annual Plan figures are accepted as the final estimates
of the projected national PSDP, financed through the budget in 2018-19,
then the consolidated budget deficit next year will go up from 4.9 percent
to 5.9 percent of the GDP.
As for external financing, the estimate of the Annual Plan is $11.6 billion
while the Federal Budget for 2018-19 is framed on the assumption of an
inflow of $9.5 billion, at the exchange rate of Rs 117 per dollar. The Annual
Plan is too optimistic in its growth projections. It expects the growth rate to
exceed 6 percent for the first time after 2004-05 and reach 6.2 percent.
The assumption is based on the revival of the agricultural sector; strong
performance of industry; pick up in private sector; macroeconomic and political stability; improved security situation and enhanced supply of electricity.
But international financial institutions have their doubts. The IMF says
the GDP growth rate of Pakistan will not go beyond 4.7 percent in 201819, in the presence especially of a large current account deficit which could
approach $15 billion or 4.4 percent of the GDP next year, thereby putting
further pressure on the depleting foreign exchange reserves of the country.
Similarly, the Asian Development Bank Outlook does not expect the Pakistan economy to grow by more than 5.1 percent next year.
Therefore, the basic question which arises about the 2018-19 Annual
Plan is: Are the upbeat expectations about growth justified? Contrary to
the concerns of the IMF will the external imbalance decline and the economy stabilize? Regarding the feasible growth rate, it needs to be remembered that the increase in the GDP in 2017-18 has been overestimated.
In the presence of a large water shortage in the Rabi season and reduction
in the input of fertilizer of 4 percent it is hardly likely that the growth rate of
the agriculture sector will approach 4 percent in 2017-18. Similarly, with a
decline in electricity consumption of 2 percent by industry during first nine
months of the year, the likelihood of a 6 percent growth in large-scale manufacturing is remote.
Therefore, the high growth rate of 6.2 percent is based on a big jump
in relation to that achieved in 2017-18 of below 5 percent. Agriculture is
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projected to grow by b 3.8 percent in 2018-19. However, water shortages
have already emerged in the on-going Kharif season and a bumper crop
of over 14 million bales of cotton is beyond the realm of possibility.
On the other hand, the fast growing industries are beginning to suffer
a capacity constraint. Investment by the private sector in manufacturing
has remained shy. In 2017-18 it is expected to actually fall by 2 percent.
As such, continued double-digit growth rates in 2018-19 in industries like
sugar, cigarettes, automobiles, cement, iron and steel are unlikely. Electricity supplies may also continue to be adversely affected by the accumulation of large circular debt in the power sector and the constraints in
transmission and distribution. Consequently, despite the commissioning
of substantial new generation capacity outages may continue.
Given these conditions, a growth rate of 5 percent or somewhat above
in 2018-19 will be considered a good performance. There is need to recognize that this is election year and there could be some dislocation of
economic activity in the next quarter of 2018-19.
According to the balance of payments projections in the Plan, there will
be a surplus from February 2018 onwards up to the end of 2018-19 and
foreign exchange reserves will be back on an upward trajectory. This will
obviate the need to go to the IMF. The plan expects reserves to be at $12.6
billion by end-June 2018 and at $14 billion by end-June 2019, thereby providing import cover of more than two months throughout.
The conclusion is based on fast growth of exports, only modest growth
in imports and recovery in remittances leading to a fall in the current account deficit in the last four months of 2017-18 by 15 percent, compared
to the corresponding period of last year. This turnaround is expected in the
aftermath of growth in the current account deficit of 50 percent in the first
eight months of the current year. Similarly, the deficit is projected to fall by
14 percent in 2018-19 in relation to the likely level this year.
Turning to the trade projections for 2018-19, exports are expected to
continue showing buoyancy and maintain a high growth rate of over 12
percent. The likelihood of the projections materializing hinges crucially on
containment of imports to an increase of only 5 percent, despite a concomitant rise in import demand for machinery and intermediate goods to
achieve the target 6.2 percent growth rate.
Oil prices are also inching up and the import bill may be larger by over
$2 billion above the normal increase. Consequently, the projected import
bill in 2018-19 by the Annual Plan is on the low side at $56.9 billion. It could
actually be above $59 billion. This will imply a current account deficit approaching $ 15 to $ 16 billion in 2018-19 as compared to the Plan estimate
of $13.7 billion. The former projection is also close to the estimate by the
IMF for 2018-19.
The Plan also makes optimistic projections about inflows into the financial account of the balance of payments in 2018-19. This includes a 28
percent jump in foreign direct investment and portfolio investment of $4.7
billion, including up to $4 billion of Sukuk/Eurobonds. On top of all this,
“other” inflows in 2018-19 are likely to be as much as 66 percent over the
bloated projection for 2017-18. The balance of payments projections in the
Annual Plan are clearly unrealistic.
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Treason

Nawaz Sharif: Upping
the ante
Nasim Ahmed

Ex-prime minister Nawaz Sharif seems to be in no mood to back down.
He is upping the ante on a daily basis, mounting venomous attacks on one
state institution after another. Earlier, the judiciary was his favourite target.
But now he has turned his guns on the security establishment for whom
he uses the euphemism “khalai makhlooq”.
His latest salvo on the issue of the 2008 Mumbai attacks has caused
an uproar in Pakistan politics and media and earned him the sobriquet of
ghaddar-e-watan. He has been denounced for speaking the language of
India but he sticks to his guns, asking "What did I say in the interview that
was wrong?" His remarks to the media a few days ago outside the Islamabad accountability court, where Mr. Sharif and his daughter, Maryam
Nawaz, are on trial, showed that he stands by what he said in his interview
to Dawn newspaper. In the Buner rally later in the day, Nawaz Sharif consolidated his stance by demanding a national commission to establish who
has committed treason in the country in light of his comments about militancy in general and the Mumbai attacks in particular.
As expected, Nawaz Sharif’s remarks drew a quick response from the
National Security Committee, convened overnight at the request of the military leadership to discuss his allegations. The statement after the NSC
meeting came as a severe indictment of the ex-PM’s Mumbai attack remarks, an indictment to which senior ministers of the PML-N government
were also party.
The most interesting in this connection has been the endless contortions performed by Prime Minister Abbasi who has been bending over
backwards to say, time and again, that the media had misquoted Nawaz
Sharif’s statement. Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif and others in the
PML-N have also attempted to provide clarifications in a bid to minimise
damage to the PML-N’s position. But Nawaz Sharif has remained
adamant.
Soon after the publication of Nawaz’s interview, the Indian media raised
a storm, terming it an “admission” on part of the former prime minister
about Pakistan's complicity in the Mumbai attacks. In response to this, the
PML-N issued a clarification, saying that the Indian media had “grossly
misinterpreted” Nawaz’s remarks. But it was a weak defence, given Nawaz
Sharif’s unbending attitude.
There are tell-tale evidences of differences within the ruling party as
shown by the issuance of contradictory statements by the Sharif brothers
on the issue. While Nawaz has strongly refused to withdraw his remarks,
his younger brother and PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif, who is also the
chief minister of Punjab, said a statement that the news report had “incorrectly attributed certain remarks to PML-N Quaid Nawaz Sharif, which do
not represent PML-N’s party policy”. In the statement, which Shahbaz issued as the party president through the Punjab government’s Directorate
General Public Relations, he said the PML-N “rejects all assertions, direct
or implied, made in the news report of Dawn.” But the very next day,
Nawaz Sharif dispelled the notion that the comments were falsely attributed to him, saying that he had spoken the truth.
Former Interior Minister Ch. Nisar Ali Khan who is in the know of things
has come out with his own version in response to Nawaz Sharif’s question
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as to why Mumbai attack trials were not completed in Pakistan. Nisar,
under whose watch the Federal Investigation Agency was investigating
the Mumbai attacks, has emphasised that the Indian government was to
blame for the hold-up in the trial. According to him, since the assault took
place in the Indian financial capital, it was the Indian government which
possessed "90 per cent of the evidence and facts" of the incident which
they never shared with Pakistan.
What Nawaz Sharif is playing for has by now become obvious. His
speaking the so-called truth about the Mumbai attacks is basically an attempt to queer the pitch for democratic accountability that has brought
about his downfall. Nawaz Sharif’s statement is also not about strengthening democracy, for the simple fact is that for the three times he has been
in office as PM, he never spoke a word about the Mumbai trial.
It is more than obvious now that Nawaz Sharif’s statement was meant
to malign the military whom he suspects to be behind the judicial verdict
to disqualify him. Some analysts have also interpreted Nawaz Sharif’s
Mumbai attack statement as a plea to the foreign powers to help him secure a deal. But those around Nawaz Sharif who arranged the interview
failed to anticipate that that raising the Mumbai issue at this point in time
would not cut any ice with foreign powers or help him in the Panama case
verdict.
Needless to say, all of Nawaz Sharif’s political gyrations are aimed at
self-preservation. But his every move has further distanced from his intended goal. His Mumbai attack statement has been the severest blunder
of all which has caused countrywide outrage. Nawaz Sharif’s latest style
of politicking has put the PML-N is in an unenviable situation. It is being
pulled in different directions from within and facing enormous pressure
from outside. Political pundits are of the opinion that in case Nawaz Sharif
is convicted, the party will collapse under the pressure of weight pulling in
opposite directions.
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Poverty

Stunting and malnutrition:
A growing menace
Nasim Ahmed

In a recent report the World Bank (WB) has warned that stunting early in a
child's life can cause irreversible damage to cognitive development and has
educational, income and productivity consequences that reach far into adulthood. According to WB, the economic costs of under-nutrition, in terms of lost
national productivity and economic growth, are significant - ranging from 2%
to 3% of GDP in some countries and up to 11% of GDP in Africa and Asia.
The importance that our governments attach to the problem of malnutrition
can be gauged from the fact that the last nutrition survey was carried out in
2011. The next survey is overdue but is nowhere in sight.
Results from the 2011 National Nutrition Survey (NNS) showed little change
over the last decade in terms of core maternal and childhood nutrition indicators. With regard to micronutrient deficiencies, while iodine status had improved
nationally, vitamin A status had deteriorated and there had been little or no improvement in other areas linked to micronutrient deficiencies. The ratio of males
to females was approximately 50.4% to 49.6% across Pakistan. A total of
45.7% of household heads were illiterate and 38.7% were workers or labourers.
15.5% of the population was unemployed - with higher rates in the urban population (18.9% urban unemployment, 14.0% rural unemployment). Using a
standard questionnaire, the NNS 2011 found that 58.1% of households were
food insecure nationally.
The National Nutrition Survey 2011 indicated that stunting, wasting and micronutrient malnutrition are endemic in Pakistan. According to NNS, 43.7% of
children were stunted. In rural areas stunting in children was higher (46.3 %)
than in urban areas (36.9%). The wasting rate was 15.1% and the proportion
of wasted children was lower in urban areas (12.7%) than in rural areas
(16.1%). About 31.5% of the children were underweight, with higher rates in
rural areas (33.3%). Every fifth pregnant woman and every child under five
years survives with severe Vitamin A deficiency; 62pc of children under five
years of age are anaemic.
The Global Nutrition Report 2015 said that only a small minority of children
are growing healthily in Pakistan, which is estimated to have more than half
the children under the age of five as stunted or wasted. The report claimed that
many countries, including Pakistan, Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of
Con¬go, Ethiopia and Nigeria, had only a minority of children who were growing healthily. It also presented a dismal picture of the global nutrition status and
said that no country is on track to achieve the global nutrition targets set by the
World Health Assembly.
During his recent visit to Pakistan the World Bank president said that Pakistan should address the high prevalence of stunting among its children on a
priority basis. According to WB data, Pakistan has one of the highest prevalence of stunting in the world: as many as 45% of its kids under the age of five
face stunted growth. He pointed out that if the problem of stunting is not tackled
immediately, almost half of the workforce may not be able to participate in the
digital economy in about 15 years.
Malnutrition and stunting are particularly severe in some parts of Pakistan,
especially in Tharparker region of Sindh. But lack of appropriate nourishment
exists even in the non-arid regions. There is not only inequitable distribution of
wealth, income and food but there is very little food for too many mouths due
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to unwanted births and inaccessibility to family planning services. According
to UNICEF, about 44 per cent of Pakistani children are estimated to be suffering
from malnutrition. And stunting is a direct result of malnutrition. A stunted child
is a handicapped child who remains enmeshed in a lifelong cycle of poverty.
Needless to say, malnutrition increases a country’s healthcare costs, reduces productivity and slows economic growth. It perpetuates the cycle of disease and poverty in the country. The malnutrition crisis is a long standing one
but successive governments in Pakistan have paid little heed to it. Experts say
that Pakistan can add 2-3% to its GDP by tackling the issue of malnutrition.
The paradox is that despite Pakistan being one of the major food producing
countries in the world, 50% of its population is food insecure.
Pakistan is the eighth largest food producing country, the sixth largest producer of apricot, fifth largest producer of milk and grows about 25 million metric
tonnes of wheat. Yet, food insecurity is on the rise, and a growing majority of
its children are malnourished and underweight due to lack of access to adequate food. It is time the authorities concerned prioritized the issue or malnutrition and food insecurity and allocated sufficient funds to tackle it on a long
term basis. Fortunately, there are several international organisations committed
to supporting countries like Pakistan to combat this condition, including
UNICEF, the World Health Organisation, the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition, etc.
Within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
world leaders at the United Nations General Assembly recently proclaimed the
UN Decade of Action on Nutrition from 2016 to 2025 which marks a new vision
and direction in global action to address nutrition challenges. The Decade represents a unique, collective opportunity for achieving better nutrition for all people through access to affordable, sustainable and healthy diets.
The National Maternal and Child Health Programme has recommended
that to fight malnutrition, alleviation measures should be vigorously implemented. Increased awareness is needed about the lifelong damage caused
by stunting, while providing the poor sections of people enhanced access to
food and fortified milk at a fair cost to compensate for deficiencies in household
income or in maternal health. Subsidies through state intervention and private
philanthropy to enable low-income or the poorest families to purchase supplementary diets also deserve special attention.
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Corruption

Sharif’s attack on his
own party
Muhammad Hassan

After months of attacks on the establishment and the judiciary, former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif has blown himself up near his own political party. In a
bid to escape jail in corruption cases, he has implicated Pakistan for the Mumbai attacks but his remarks will only eliminate the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) in the next election instead of causing harm to the country.
The former prime minister’s words against his own country were music to
international forces and India, the archrival of Pakistan. In a way, he attempted
to express solidarity with international forces which are inimical to Pakistan
and accuse it of sponsoring terrorism in the world. He wanted to convey a
message to them that he shared their concern but was helpless before the
establishment of Pakistan. His pro-India stance is not only dangerous for him
but also his family and political party. He still thinks the establishment can save
him from certain sentencing in corruption cases. His past experience proves
it. He has been facing charges of corruption since he entered politics over
three decades ago. He remained unharmed because the establishment stood
by him. He has continuously been putting pressure on the establishment to
rescue him by attacking the judiciary since the Supreme Court took up the
Panama case. Then, he started blaming “aliens,” an indirect reference to the
army, for his problems. The purpose was to force the army to arrange an escape route for him. When all tactics failed, he attacked Pakistan to force the
army to find a way out for him. However, it has also failed and will prove detrimental for him, his family and party.
Over 70 MNAs and PMAs of the PML-N have already left the party and
Nawaz Sharif’s latest remarks will force most electables to quit his party. It appears few people will be interested in his party’s ticket for the next election.
Politicians will prefer to run independently rather than contesting the election
on his ticket. The ruling party had to extend the last date for applications for
party tickets for the upcoming elections after a poor response. It had formed
a parliamentary board and sought applications from May 15 to 20. However,
PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif tweeted that ticket aspirants could submit
applications till May 25. “Those interested in getting PML-N tickets for general
elections 2018 may submit their applications from May 15 to 25. Procedure
(is) mentioned below,” Shahbaz tweeted. His tweet showed panic in the camp
in the wake of Nawaz Sharif’s controversial statement. After a formal announcement, Shahbaz was not supposed to take to social media and send a
reminder to party people to apply for tickets. The tweet expressed his fear that
there might not be many aspirants for party tickets in the current situation.
Voices have also risen in the party against Nawaz Sharif’s narrative. In its
parliamentary party meeting, PML-N legislators unanimously reached the conclusion that they should not go into the general elections with Nawaz Sharif’s
narrative of confrontation with the establishment and the judiciary. According
to media reports, Shahbaz Sharif, who has recently replaced Nawaz Sharif
as PML-N president, agreed that the former prime minister should soften his
stance. After the meeting, a federal minister told reporters that there was a divide in the party as some parliamentarians backed Shahbaz Sharif’s point of
view while others supported the narrative of Nawaz Sharif. Former Interior
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Minister Nisar Ali Khan was present in Parliament House but he did not attend
the meeting. Shahbaz Sharif expressed annoyance over the interview of
Nawaz Sharif and said the man who had arranged it was “the biggest enemy
of Nawaz Sharif”.
However, it was Nawaz Sharif himself who had arranged a special plane
for his favourite reporter of a preferred newspaper to interview him in Multan.
He had also used the two to malign the army in Dawnleaks. According to journalists, who were present there, the reporter had not even asked a question
on the Mumbai attacks but Nawaz Sharif himself chose the topic to please
India and international forces. “We have isolated ourselves. Despite giving
sacrifices, our narrative is not being accepted. Afghanistan’s narrative is being
accepted, but ours is not. We must look into it. Militant organisations are active.
Call them non-state actors, should we allow them to cross the border and kill
150 people in Mumbai? Explain it to me. Why can’t we complete the trial? It’s
absolutely unacceptable. This is exactly what we are struggling for. President
Putin has said it. President Xi has said it,” he replied to a question on reasons
behind his ouster as prime minister. He failed to mention that Pakistan could
not complete the trail because of lack of cooperation by India and actionable
evidence against the accused.
In its reaction to the controversial interview, the US said Nawaz Sharif’s
statement on the Mumbai attacks was an inflection point for the country. In a
media briefing at the Pentagon, Assistant to the Secretary of Defence for Public Affairs Dana White reiterated that the US expected more from Pakistan
and hoped it would play a major role in maintaining peace. Indian journalist
Burkah Dutt wrote in the Washington Post, “Indians are feeling morally vindicated that a mainstream politician in Pakistan has finally spoken the truth
about the Mumbai terror attacks in November 2008. Nawaz Sharif acknowledged the perpetrators to be Pakistani and alluded to the deliberate delay in
bringing the conspirators to justice. He was hardly sharing classified or even
new information. So why have his comments led to a train wreck? With these
words, Sharif has directly taken on Pakistan’s all-powerful army and the security satraps who continue to rule the country from the shadows. We in India
may applaud the moment, but our sense of vindication is premature. What is
being touted is not really the Pakistani Deep State’s patronage of terrorism
and its asymmetric war against India, since everyone knows about that. What
is being revealed is the serious friction between a democratically elected civilian politician and the generals who control governments in a country at war
with itself. This development will sadly change nothing for India, or for the families of the victims of the terrorist attack. All of this is more about Pakistan’s
domestic fissures. Nawaz Sharif has gone all in with this high-risk gamble for
survival.”
Even Indians believe Nawaz Sharif’s outburst aimed at his personal survival. He believes his politics and party will survive if he escapes punishment
in the corruption cases. In the process, he has committed hara kiri on his own
party, proving his critics right that he has been his own worst enemy throughout his political career.
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Iraq

Challenges after
the elections
Muhammad Ali

The next Iraqi government after recent elections will face the gigantic challenge of reconstruction, as many cities and towns will have to be rebuilt
completely after decades of civil war, sectarian friction and foreign interference. The new government will have to raise enough funds to kick-start
the process of reconstruction but Iraq cannot do it alone and it would need
the help of regional states and the international community, which could
pave the way for enhanced international meddling into its internal affairs.
Despite a low turnout, technical problems with automated polling machines, and the failure of thousands of displaced Iraqis to cast their votes
amid accusations of vote rigging in Kurdistan, there is a sense that Iraq is
finally emerging from decades of bloodshed and sectarian clashes. According to experts, recovery will be slow and not without setbacks. A government that bridges ethno-sectarian gaps would go a long way toward
bringing Iraqis together and limiting foreign intervention in the country’s affairs. Iraq's stability is of paramount importance to the Gulf states and the
region beyond. Maintaining national reconciliation and fighting institutional
corruption is a job that is beyond one single government. More importantly,
Iraqis need to regain confidence in the state and its institutions and that
will not be easy.
There are fears that the US-Iran spat could be used as a pretext to interfere in Iraqi internal affairs. New Iraqi leaders after the election will have
to accommodate each other to avoid being sucked into the vortex of regional crises and polarizations and they must move away from identity politics, as promised during the campaign, toward a more inclusive national
base. Their alliance with moderate Sunni powers could the best insurance
against foreign meddling. According to the final results, an alliance headed
by former Shia militia chief Moqtada Sadr, who led two uprisings against
the US-led invasion of Iraq and also staunchly opposed to Iranian involvement in the country, has won the parliamentary elections. But he cannot
become prime minister as he did not stand as a candidate. However, he
is expected to play a major role in forming the new government. The party
of outgoing Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi was pushed into third place,
behind a pro-Iranian alliance. Sadr's win represents a remarkable comeback for the cleric after he was sidelined for years by Iranian-backed rivals.
The elections were the first since Iraq declared victory over the Islamic
State group in December. Some 5,000 American troops remain in Iraq supporting local forces, which were fighting IS.
Final results showed Sadr's Saeroun bloc won 54 seats, compared to
Prime Minister Abadi's 42. The pro-Iranian Fatah alliance went into second
place with 47 seats. But Sadr's nationalist alliance - formed of his own
party and six mainly secular groups, including the Iraqi communist party failed to win more than 55 of the 329 seats up for grabs. According to observers, Sadr has reinvented himself as an anti-corruption champion, and
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also campaigned on a platform of investing in public services. The defeat
of Abadi's alliance came as many voters expressed dissatisfaction with
corruption in public life. Whoever is named prime minister will have to oversee the reconstruction of Iraq following the battle against IS, which seized
control of large parts of the country in 2014. International donors pledged
$30bn at a conference in February but Iraqi officials have estimated that
over $100bn is required. More than 20,000 homes and businesses were
destroyed in the second city of Mosul alone. More than two million Iraqis
are still displaced across the country and IS militants continue to mount
deadly attacks despite having lost control of the territory they once held.
Turnout in the May 12 election was only 44.5 percent - much lower than in
previous polls.
According to the New York Times, “The victory of Sadr’s political coalition could complicate the American strategy in Iraq. The American military
has been training, sharing intelligence and planning missions with former
militias in the country, gambling that their military partnership can keep the
Islamic State from making a comeback here. Sadr has been highly critical
of American airstrikes in the country against the Islamic State, though he
has said little recently about his willingness to allow American troops to
remain on Iraqi soil. American officials are now uncertain — though not
yet worried — about what the position of Iraq’s future government may be
on the issue.” The Guardian observed, “The unexpectedly poor showing
of Iraq Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has dealt a blow to US influence in
the country. It was a poor return for American backing for the Baghdad
government’s drive to extirpate Islamic State and regain lost territory.”
The real challenge for the heads of the major political parties will be to
build alliances and coalitions that will allow Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds and
other minorities to share power for the first time. Sadr’s surprise election
victory is being seen in the region as a sign of change in Iraq. He has also
changed over the years. He no longer rails against America so harshly as
he once did, when his disciples killed United States soldiers and committed
atrocities against Sunnis in sectarian bloodletting. He has cast himself as
an ardent nationalist, and distanced himself from Iran, which has established a growing influence in Iraq after the American military withdrawal in
2011. Sadr was once known for prolonged trips to Iran, he raised eyebrows
less than a year ago with a rare visit to Saudi Arabia, where he met with
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and others.
Since the first elections after the fall of Saddam Hussein in 2003, Iraqi
people have voted for their political bases and supported candidates representing narrow religious or political beliefs. In the last election, many voters
abandoned their traditional divisions and supported two new political movements that promised to tackle corruption. The election result shows that populism is replacing sectarianism as the defining force in Iraqi politics.
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Elections

PTI to absorb PML-N?
Muhammad Zain

Panicked by former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s continued outburst
against the army and the judiciary, politicians from the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) have made a beeline to join the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) of Imran Khan. Almost 100 legislators have already quit the PML-N and dozens of others are in contact with the PTI
but the party is finding it difficult to absorb all of them.
Defections in the PML-N have accelerated after former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s statement on the Mumbai attacks. His remarks
are being seen as an attempt to malign Pakistan and the army for his
personal survival. However, PML-N legislators have informed him that
they cannot carry his heavy baggage through the election. It is said
dozens of diehard party leaders met him at his Jati Umra residence to
express their concern about his irresponsible remarks. Reportedly,
they informed him that they could not fight with the army and contest
the next election on the basis of his anti-army, anti-judiciary and antiPakistan narrative. Sources say he promised to soften his stance but
still the damage to his party is irreversible, as few people would stand
by him until the election while most of his cabinet members and he
himself face jail in the coming weeks and months.
Last month, a large number of PML-N legislators from south Punjab
joined the PTI. Almost all prominent politicians of the region are expected to defect to it after the party promised to carve out a new
province in the region. South Punjab accounts for 48 national assembly seats, almost one-third of national assembly seats from the
province. It will be a great achievement of the PML-N if it bags few
seats in the region in the present wave of popularity of the PTI and intensity in the demand for a south Punjab province. Besides south Punjab, defections from the PML-N have started from other parts of the
province. Recently, notable lawmakers from central Punjab quit the
PML-N and joined the PTI.
They included MNAs Ghulam Bibi Bharwana and Sahibzada Mohammad Nazir Sultan. Former MNA Ghulam Abbasi Qureshi and former members of the Punjab assembly Meher Mohammad Aslam
Bharwana, Mian Muzaffar Mehmood, Rana Shahbaz Ahmad and Mian
Asif Kathia also reposed trust in Imran Khan’s leadership. Former
members of the Punjab assembly Ghulam Ahmed Khan Gadi, Sheikh
Mohammad Yaqoob and Meher Sultan Sikandar have also joined the
captain's team. PML-N MPAs Mazhar Abbas from Multan and
Chaudhry Ashraf from Gujranwala along with his brother Chaudhry
Afzal have also defected to the PTI.
The PML-N rout in the central Punjab region of Gujranwala is more
worrying for it as two sitting MNAs have already joined the PTI. They
included former Federal Minister Rana Nazir Ahmed of Kamoke and
his sons — Rana Umer Nazir (MNA) and Aamir Nazir, vice chairman
of the Gujranwala District Council. Two months ago, PML-N MNA Mian
Tariq Mahmood had shifted loyalties for being annoyed over the dominance of the Dastgir family in the regional politics of the PML-N. Former PPP MPA Zulfiqar Bhinder, who was a runner-up as a PPP
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candidate against Rana Umer Nazir in 2013, has already joined the
PTI. It will be a herculean task for the party to balance rival groups in
the region at the time of awarding party tickets. Sardar Ghulam Abbas,
the most influential politician of Chakwal, took Nawaz Sharif’s recent
interview as a chance to quit his party. Addressing a press conference,
he said he could not defend Nawaz Sharif during the election campaign due to his recent interview. “From today I have nothing to do with
the PML-N. We are leaving the party and from today our group is independent,” he added. He and his group are expected to join the PTI
before or after the election.
Expressing his joy at a large number of newcomers, PTI Chairman
Imran Khan took a jibe at Nawaz Sharif, saying that the so-called Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) supreme leader was, in fact,
campaigning for the PTI through his “love fest” with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “Much as I appreciate Nawaz campaigning for
the PTI through his now-obvious love fest with Modi, to save his corruption and business interests; I am alarmed that at the rate he is
speaking Modi’s language, the PTI may not be able to take in the massive exodus from the PML-N,” he tweeted.
Imran Khan is absolutely confident of winning the next election as
he has announced his first 100-day plan after coming to power, over
two months even before the polls. He has promised to create 10 million
jobs and five million low-cost homes. Unveiling his plan, he said he
would transform Pakistan into a welfare state under the guiding principles of Islam. His party will have to win at least 120-130 national assembly seats to implement the plan. According to analysts, the PTI
has changed its political strategy in the Punjab and will contest the
election with a large number of “electables,” which ensured the success of the PML-N and the PPP in the past.
However, his victory will not be a cakewalk as the PML-N will go to
any extent to discredit him before the election. According to sources,
the Sharif family has invested millions of dollars to make a “dirty” film
on him and services of a foreign company have been hired for it. It will
also fund the mainstream media with reports and allegations to malign
his image in Pakistan and abroad. Two women, sponsored by the PMLN, are already out to defame him, his former wife Reham Khan and
former PTI MNA Ayesha Gulalai. Reham’s book is in final stages and
will be released soon. The former prime minister and his party will seek
revenge and employ all possible resources to defame and stop him
from winning the next election. Some media houses, sponsored by the
Sharif family, are on the forefront against Imran. They twist and spin
reports to portray that he is unfit to lead the country. There are also
reports of more women levelling charges against him as the election
nears. More reports and details will emerge about his personal life. He
will have to be extra careful about his words and actions before and
after the election to avoid any controversy. A wind of change has
started blowing in the country and the PTI is expected to sweep the
polls despite negative tactics and propaganda.
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US Imperialism

Fallout of the US
Jerusalem move
Shahid Hussain

US President Donald Trump has worsened the Middle East crisis by opening
his country’s embassy in Jerusalem. In a bid to recognize Israel and its right
to existence, the US has not only provoked Palestinians but also compounded
problems for the Jewish state, which could soon find itself fighting wars with
Hamas militants and Iranian troops and Hezbollah fighters in Syria.
The US decision to move its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem on the
anniversary of the Palestinian occupation was disturbing for Muslims and Arabs
as it has effectively blocked the two-state solution and accepted only Israel’s
rights to existence at the expense of Palestinians. It illustrates the wilful US ignorance of Israeli aggression and crimes against the Palestinian nation. The
decision has also damaged Washington’s stature as a mediator in the world
and may set off a domino effect of unpredictable consequences. The relocation
of the embassy will also add to anti-Americanism in the Arab and Muslim world.
Experts say the fallout from the embassy opening has already spread far
beyond Jerusalem, illustrating how one point of conflict often begets another
in a delicate situation. The renewed Gaza violence has created the unsettling
but real possibility that Israel — far from enjoying a new era of peace with its
neighbours — could soon find itself fighting wars on two fronts: with the Hamas
militants who run the coastal Gaza Strip, and with Iranian troops and Iranbacked Hezbollah fighters in Syria. Twenty-five years of American policy were
premised on the idea that eventually Washington could help the two sides
reach a peace deal that their people would welcome. But the weaknesses of
government on both sides, and the collapse in public trust in them — and in
the US as a mediator — made a peace deal seem ever-farther out of reach,
even before the Trump administration’s action.
According to the Miami Herald, President Donald Trump's prospects for
brokering the Mideast peace "deal of the century" plunged ever deeper as the
US Embassy in Jerusalem opened amid bloodshed in Gaza. It fueled global
concern that US policies are tipping the broader Middle East into deeper, intractable conflict. At the same time, Trump is winning international support for
his efforts to strike a deal with nuclear-armed North Korea. But his contentious
decisions in the Middle East are roiling a region where US administrations have
traditionally sought their biggest diplomatic prize: an elusive peace agreement
between Israel and the Palestinians. The embassy move, which Trump hailed
a "great day" for Israel even as dozens of Palestinians were killed in Gaza,
damaged Washington's stature as a mediator between the parties.
“Traditionally, the US has tried to play a role of fireman in the Middle East.
Now we're playing the role of arsonist," said Ilan Goldenberg, a former State
Department and Pentagon official, who runs the Mideast program at the Center for a New American Security. In his reaction, he said Trump's withdrawal
from the Iran nuclear deal, against the protestations of European allies, appeared to have emboldened both Israel and Iran to move more forcefully toward full-on confrontation. “In Syria, Trump's eagerness to pull out US troops
as soon as the Islamic State group is defeated has forced a reckoning by
Iran's enemies about the possibility that Tehran will fill the void,” he observed.
Dan Shapiro, a former US ambassador to Israel, said the question was
whether Trump's administration, having pulled out of the nuclear deal, had a
strategy to deal with Iran in its absence. Shapiro, who is now at the Institute
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for National Security Studies in Israel, said that while some US allies like Israel
and Saudi Arabia had celebrated the pullout, the reaction “would soon be followed by some degree of concern about whether the administration is sufficiently focused, prepared, staffed and able to devote the necessary attention
when it's also managing another major foreign policy challenge in North Korea
at the same time.”
Observers say the longer Washington waited, the longer the Jerusalem
issue became one that was difficult to settle — and one in which any decision
would be marred by controversy. When President Trump decided in December to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, he was following a demand
by Congress, since 1995, to move the embassy. Instead, the embassy stayed
in Tel Aviv amid hope for peace that would adjudicate the matter. Today, the
peace “process” has lasted a quarter-century. Jerusalem has been administered by Israel for twice as long as it was by Jordan, and longer than the British
Mandate for Palestine. Yet the decisions made by the British, the United Nations and Jordan still overshadow Jerusalem. Trump’s moving the embassy
changed that by taking the “Jerusalem recognition-card” off the table. But the
Trump administration’s goals regarding Israel and the Palestinians are not
clear. There are rumors a new push for peace is coming. It’s uncertain whether
the Palestinian leadership in Ramallah, Hamas in Gaza, or Israel are up for
any kind of peace agreement. Foreign interests, such as Saudi Arabia and
Qatar, would play a role in any negotiations.
However, US officials insist the administration remains committed to
restarting the stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace process. In a speech at the embassy opening, Trump's son-in-law and senior adviser Jared Kushner said
the US "is prepared to support a peace agreement in every way we can."
However, his team had to shelve Trump's long-awaited peace plan indefinitely
amid the Palestinian uproar over the embassy move. Since Trump in December recognized Jerusalem as Israel's capital and announced the embassy
would move, the Palestinians have effectively cut off all ties with the White
House, a diplomatic chill that augurs poorly for the possibility that Trump can
now introduce a plan the Palestinians would accept or deem fair. Responding
to the embassy opening, chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat dismissed
Washington as "no longer a partner and a broker." "We will not sit with them.
They have become part of the problem not part of the solution, a big part of
the problem. Trump's administration is the biggest problem." The White House
response to the deaths of dozens of Palestinians at the hands of Israeli troops
during mass protests on the Israel-Gaza border was also irresponsible. The
administration called the deaths "tragic" but said they were the fault of Hamas,
which controls Gaza and has fomented the protests. It voiced strong support
for Israel's right to self-defence.
The US move has significantly damaged efforts for peace in the region.
Trump proceeded because of internal pressures and right-wing tendencies
but dislodged the US as being an honest broker in the eyes of Palestinian
public. It appears the war in Syria might spiral and skirmishes between the Israel forces and Hamas militants, Iranian troops and Iran-backed Hezbollah
fighters in Syria would escalate in days to come to remind the US of its follies
in the region.
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Economics

Five years of
disaster
Shahid Hussain

The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government has completed its five-year term but the country will reel form mismanagement
for decades to come, as it faces the worst economic crisis of its history.
The current account deficit has widened to 5.3 percent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), or $14.035 billion, in the first 10 months of
the current fiscal year of 2018, as imports continue to outstrip exports,
while foreign inflows from other sources remain insufficient to finance
the gap.
The economic situation has reached an alarming level and even
the military establishment is worried about it. In a recent interaction
with journalists, Army Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa expressed his concern about the economic policies of former Finance Minister Ishaq Dar.
The economy will be the toughest challenge for the next government.
According to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the current account
deficit has increased by 50 percent from $9.354 billion in the corresponding period last year. Exports were recorded at $20.558 billion in
July-April, compared with $18.141 billion in the corresponding period
last fiscal year. Imports stood at $45.560 billion in July-April, compared
with $38.912 billion a year ago.
Analysts say growing profit repatriation by foreign firms operating
in Pakistan also increased the current account gap and fear the current
account deficit will further widen as imports are picking up and capital
inflows are likely to remain stagnant. The economy is extremely vulnerable to external shocks due to the rising current account gap and
foreign debt servicing. External debt servicing is expected to reach
$8.5 billion in fiscal year 2017/18. Pakistan’s external debt and liabilities were projected to rise to $95-96 billion by June-end, from $83 billion in the previous year. External debt and liabilities reached $91.8
billion by March-end. Total foreign exchange reserves on May 11 were
$17.067 billion, out of which $10.798 billion were the net reserves with
the central bank and $6.268 billion was held by commercial banks.
Pakistan’s public debt reached an all-time high under the PML-N
government. Its net public debt has crossed the Rs18.28 trillion mark,
rising about 35pc during the tenure of the ruling party. The volume of
net public debt was Rs18,277.6 billion on September 30, 2016. Total
public debt stood at Rs13.48tr at the end of fiscal year 2012-13. The
major contribution to the increase in net public debt came from an almost 40pc rise in domestic debt, which rose from Rs8.686tr at the end
of 2013 to Rs12.14tr at the end of the first quarter of fiscal year (FY
2016-17). In the same period, foreign debt posted an increase of 28pc
and went from Rs4.796tr in 2013 to Rs6.14tr on September 30, 2016.
Every Pakistani now owes about Rs130,000.
The figure was Rs90,772 in 2013, when the PPP completed its
term. It was Rs80,894 in 2012 and only Rs37,170 in early 2008.
Losses of public sector enterprises have exceeded Rs1.2 trillion and
circular debt of the power sector has reached over Rs1 trillion. Long
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power cuts have started with the advent of the summer. The situation
is worse than what Pakistan faced in 2013, when the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) government came to power.
Pakistan’s external debt will climb to $103b by June 2019. In its last
assessment, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) put Pakistan’s
gross external financing needs at a record $27 billion for the next fiscal
year and warned that arranging the financing at favourable rates would
be a challenge due to risks to the country’s debt sustainability. For additional borrowings, Pakistan’s external debt would jump to $103.4 billion by June 2019, up from this June’s projected level of $93.3 billion.
Pakistan’s public debt would remain higher than the limit prescribed in
the revised Fiscal Responsibility and Debt Limitation Act. Certain tables in the report, which the IMF withheld in the past, show the adverse
implications of the PML-N government’s borrowing spree. The policy
of building foreign currency reserves through expensive loans and ignoring the export performance has come to haunt the policymakers.
The IMF said the elevated current account deficit and rising external
debt servicing, in part driven by the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC)-related outflows, were expected to lead to higher external financing needs.
Tall claims of PML-N leaders of a loadshedding-free Pakistan
crashed when a nine-hour outage hit the Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on May 16. Technical glitches at the Tarbela power plant
led to the worst loadshedding in the country. Pakistan still faces a
power shortfall of over 6,000 megawatts. According to a new schedule,
urban areas face six to eight hours of power cuts while rural areas suffer 12 to 14 hours of loadshedding. Almost the same situation existed
in 2013, when the government had come to power. Unannounced and
unscheduled loadsehdding in the country has increased as most of the
country sizzles in the scorching heat. The circular debt has risen to
over Rs1tr after the PML-N government paid Rs480b to Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) after coming to power in 2013. The price of
electricity has almost doubled in the five years.
When the PML-N came to power, the biggest problem of Pakistan
was terrorism. The issue has been resolved to a large extent but the
government cannot claim its credit. It was not even willing to launch a
military operation against the Taliban, but the army decided to take a
decisive against the militants and it has almost purged the country of
them. Widespread corruption, large fiscal deficits, low expenditure on
education and health, electricity shortages, high inflation, rising prices,
soaring unemployment and low economic growth were other issues
but it failed to address them.
All challenges have compounded after years of inaction and mismanagement. The next government will have to face even bigger challenges and it would have to take tough decisions to put the country on
the path to progress.
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Politics

Emerging scenario
before the
2018 elections
Raza Khan
The 2018 national elections in Pakistan would be historic if they are held
on time as a successful electoral process would put the country on a firm
democratic path. A lot of doubts have been expressed from different quarters regarding holding of elections on time. One is at a loss to understand
how elections could be delayed, because under the constitution they have
to be held within 60 days of the outgoing national assembly.
There is no other way to put off the elections than through a constitutional amendment which would not be possible because the present national and provincial assemblies are going to complete their tenures by
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May 31 and no consensus is possible before the dissolution of the current
national assembly on such a constitutional amendment. Thus, the elections cannot be delayed by any constitutional provisions and if any extraconstitutional course is taken to delay the elections it would be a death
knell for the democratic system in the country. So one hopes that elections
would be held within 60 days after the completion of the tenure of the current national and provincial assemblies.
According to reports, the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has
proposed a couple of dates to the President of Pakistan Mamnoon Hus-
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sain, near the end of July and the latter would now decide the ultimate
date of polling. Irrespective of the date of polling, an interesting political
situation is unfolding before the national elections. The ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) is undergoing factionalism and fragmentation. Tens of its members from the national assembly and the Punjab
assembly have bid adieu to the party and most of them have joined the
main challenger of the PML-N, the Pakistan Tehreek Insaf (PTI). The splintering of the PML-N has been catalyzed by the shocking interview by the
party founder and ousted prime minister, Nawaz Sharif, in which he alleged
that the perpetrators of the 2008 Mumbai terrorist attack in India, had gone
from Pakistan. Islamabad has been consistently rejecting Indian allegations that the attack was managed from Pakistan. The statement by Sharif
is to bring the country’s security establishment under pressure as he thinks
the latter is the final arbiter of election results in Pakistan. If this line of argument is true, then the PML-N’s three stints in power at the federal level
and five terms in the Punjab must have been the result of manipulation in
his favour by the then security establishment. Such arguments are only
for political expediency, but are quite fallacious.
Had the security establishment being so powerful to decisively manage
the election outcome, then Awami League in the 1970 national elections
would not have won a sweeping majority in East Pakistan as the party was
clearly anti-state and pro-India. Then Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto could not have
rigged the 1978 national elections in his Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
favour, triggering countrywide agitation from the opposition Pakistan National Alliance. The argument of decisive manipulation of elections by the
country’s security establishment would have stopped Benazir Bhutto from
winning a majority in the 1988 elections. So sensing its defeat the PML-N
founder, Nawaz Sharif, is trying to play to the gallery in a last ditch effort
to attract voters. However, he may fail to achieve his objectives. In the
process the PML-N founder has inflicted irreparable damage on his party
and may seal his fate by his wrong strategy.
The net gainer of the wrong political strategy of the PML-N and Nawaz
Sharif is the PTI and Imran Khan. This is not merely because of the fact
that the PTI is the only alternative choice for voters in Pakistan, particularly
the electorally dominant Punjab province. In fact, it was Imran Khan who
filed a petition against the corruption of Nawaz Sharif in the Supreme Court
of Pakistan, which ultimately resulted in the disqualification of Sharif and
initiation of a corruption trial by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
under the order of the Supreme Court. The investigation of NAB against
Sharif has entered a decisive phase and the former may be punished for
his corruption.
Then it was the PTI and Mr. Khan who staged a sit-in against the electoral fraud by the PML-N in the 2013 elections and which pressurized the
government to review certain results. The PTI could not be an alternative
to the PML-N had it not consistently struggled against the PML-N and its
corruption. Then the PTI relatively satisfactory, if not good, performance
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in its first-ever stint in power in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, has also diverted
the attention of the disinterested voters from the silent majority in Pakistan,
towards the party.
It is noteworthy that hardly any deserter of the PML-N in the Punjab
has joined a party other than the PTI, not even another main opposition
party, the PPP. This obviously is due to the fact that the PPP could not improve its prospects in the Punjab despite a vacuum being created by the
poor performance of the PML-N. There are several reasons for the PPP’s
inability to make inroads in the Punjab. First, the PPP under Asif Ali Zardari
has practically become the party of Sindh. Secondly, the PPP on all important occasions in the last ten years has sided with the PML-N, even including the latter in its federal government after winning elections in 2008.
Thus, the PPP could not play the role of a genuine opposition party in the
Punjab and its local leadership in the province, has had only one point to
do politics on, namely, criticizing the weaknesses of the PML-N. Therefore,
it was not surprising that the PPP diehards like Aziz ur Rahman Chan have
left the party and even he joined the PTI.
The rising tide of the PTI before the 2018 national elections could be
gauged from the fact that even the wily Zardari sometime back came up
with a very meaningful statement. Zardari said that an alliance with the
PTI was possible and in the same vein he said that Imran Khan was more
in haste to enter the prime minister house while he did not have that urgency to do so. This indubitably means that Zardari thinks that the PPP
could not win a majority in the next elections and it would be the PTI which
would be the frontrunner.
Nevertheless, it would not be a cakewalk for the PTI in the next elections either, as the party still has many obstacles to remove to reach the
corridors of power in Islamabad for the first time ever. There is ample possibility that the PML-N along with other important parties like the Jamiate-Ulema-e-Islam Fazl faction (JUI-F) along with the Awami National Party
(ANP) and Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party would join hands to challenge
the PTI, particularly in the Khyber Pakhtunhwa province and even
Balochistan. On its part the PTI does not have any close political associates to form an alliance with. The only party, Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) which
has been an ally of the PTI in the KP government has left the government
and has joined the JUI-F to revive the defunct alliance of the Muslim clerical parties, the MMA.
The sometime immature politics by PTI head Imran Khan may also
become a great hurdle for the party in its bid to win a majority in the next
elections. However, it remains to be seen how Imran moves forward his
election campaign in the decisive phase. In fact, the electoral campaign
in the final phase of all parties would play a critical role in their success
or failure, including the PML-N. If the PML-N thinks to grab victory from
the jaws of defeat, it would have to carry out extremely effective and innovative electioneering. In short, very interesting national elections are
ahead of us.
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PTM

A dubious agenda
Raza Khan

Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM) a self-styled Pashtun rights movement,
which emerged a few months back, has hit the headlines in the national and
international media and its leader Manzur Pashteen became a household
name in Pakthun- inhabited areas, but the group soon become controversial.
This was bound to happen because although the PTM may have benign and
humanist aims of protecting the rights of Pashtuns, it was formed by anti-social
elements with ulterior motives.
The main line of argument of the PTM has been that the Pashtuns as a community in Pakistan have been facing a grave threat to their security and political
and legal discrimination. Manzur Pashteen, the articulate speaker who heads
the PTM, is said to hail from the Mehsud tribe of South Waziristan. The PTM
evolved from the Mehsud Tahaffuz Movement and came into the national limelight after the extra-judicial killing of a Pashtun, Naqeeb Ullah Mehsud by the
Karachi police in January this year. Following the killing of Naqeeb Mehsud activists of this social movement have been actively holding public rallies and protest
marches in many cities across the country. Noticeably, the PTM has been asking
mainly for the safety of Pashtuns and their rights and lives in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) specifically Waziristan. This is evident from the
fact that Naqibullah was a Mehsud and belonged to the Mehsud tribe of SWA of
FATA. However, it has been more than a decade that Pashtuns have been facing
discrimination and security threats including the dislocation of the entire 3.5 million
population of the Malakand Division of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 2009, due to the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) insurgency there, but the PTM, or any other
organization from FATA, never raised their voices against the unprecedented
displacement and problems faced by Pashtuns.
The PTM was never heard of when Malala Yousafzai was shot by the TTP
in the head. Therefore, the PTM does not qualify to assume the name of
Pakhtun Tahaffuz Movement. However, the nomenclature was adopted to get
wider media publicity and sympathies of the gullible members of groups across
Pakistan. Although the murder of Naqeebullah Mehsud was loathsome and
Senior Superintendent of Policy (SSP) Karachi, Rao Anwar, who is charged of
the extra-judicial murder, must be brought to justice. But the question remains:
there are millions of Pashtuns living in Karachi and how many of them have
been killed by SSP Rao Anwar? This needs to be answered but the PTM and
its leaders do not seem to have any answer.
In fact, the PTM and its perpetrators wanted to have an incident to trigger
their movement and Naqeebullah’s murder in Karachi was deemed the one to
be exploited. The wider coverage of mainstream media TV channels in Pakistan of Naqibullah’s murder further motivated the PTM to capitalize upon the
opportunity. Thus, the PTM rose from nowhere and started holding meetings
and agitating. Consequently, the mainstream media started giving the group
coverage, thinking it to be a genuine movement to speak against injustice.
Even mainstream political parties, like the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
Awami National Party (ANP) threw their support behind the PTM and Pashteen. The PTI head Imran Khan went to the extent in stating that all the demands of the PTM were totally justified. However, he did not know the wider
agenda of the PTM and its perpetrators. It is important to note that the PTM
made Naqibullah’s murder a point to criticize Pakistani security forces and
openly blamed them for committing excesses in FATA. This was strange, because Naqibullah was killed by the Karachi police and the PTM was taking to
task security forces in FATA for usurping the rights of Pashtuns! At this point
people started understanding the nefarious designs of the PTM and its backers.
Supporters and political parties which first lauded the PTM, started distancing
themselves from the group. Imran Khan unequivocally said in a rally in Mardan
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in KP that although his party supported the genuine demands of the PTM but
(in a clear allusion to its leadership) those who were trying to bring Pakistani
security forces into disrepute were his enemies.
Although one does not exactly know about the agenda of the PTM, but this
writer knows the people who formed the PTM, since long and their political
mindset. Most of the leading lights of the PTM are chauvinist Pashtuns holding
extreme ethno-nationalistic views. Mostly, the Balochistan based Paktunkhwa
Milli Awami Party (PkMAP) of Mehmud Khan Achakzai’s party men are behind
the PTM and Pashteen. Achakzai is a close ally of the ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) particularly its ousted prime minister, Nawaz Sharif.
Bringing the PTM into the limelight seemed to be a well thought out strategy of
the PkMAP and its likeminded elements. Thus, the rise of the PTM has very
much to do with the mainstream political developments of the country, including
the disqualification of Sharif. The PkMAP anti-Pakistan sentiments are wellknown. The PkMAP and other Pashtun nationalists also have some other motives to support the PTM and Pashteen. The party thinks that the ostensible
simple stance of the PTM of protecting the Pashtun rights would not only rejuvenate Pashtun nationalist sentiments in Pakistan but would also unnerve the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). Because it is the PTI and its charismatic leader
Imran Khan, an ethnic Pashtun, who also had his party government in the
Pashtun-dominated Khyber Pakhuunkhwa province from 2013 to 2018, who
has the most extensive following among the Pashtun youth. The PkMAP strategized that if PTI and Khan would support the PTM it would lose, what it thinks,
is the support of the security establishment, whereas in case of PTI failure to
back the PTM, the Pashtun youth would give up support to the PTI. The timing
of the rise of the PTM just a few months before the national elections in this regard is quite significant.
The leaders of the PTM consider Afghanistan more important than Pakistan
and that was the very reason that they got backing from Afghanistan. The statement of Afghan President Ashraf Ghani in favour of the PTM was an undiplomatic statement and tantamount to interfering in the internal affairs of Pakistan.
The Foreign Office of Pakistan failed to vociferously decry this statement by
the Afghan president. The anti-Pakistan stance of the PTM was further exposed when the group and its leader failed to criticize Afghanistan and its authorities for housing and supporting the TTP rank and file on their soil and
launching terrorist attacks inside Pakistan. Afghanistan has a history of following an anti-Pakistan policy always disputing the sanctity or the internationally
recognized border between the two countries, the Durand Line, and having irredentist claims on Pakistan’s Pashtun inhabited areas. The anti-Pakistan sentiments of the PTM was fully exposed when a person carrying a Pakistani flag
was forcibly evicted from the movement rally in Swat.
The statement of Pakistani Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa, alluding to the PTM and Pashteen, that when peace had been restored in FATA
certain forces started to sabotage it, was very important. As mentioned earlier,
there was no point to criticize Pakistani forces at a time when they have won
unprecedented victories against terrorists and insurgents in FATA and significantly purged the region of them. The advances of Pakistani state forces
against the terrorist and insurgents in FATA can be gauged from the fact that
for the first time ever, the remotest valleys and plains of FATA have been
brought under the state writ, including the thickly forested Shawal Valley between North and South Waziristan and Rajgal in Khyber Agency. Successes
in FATA have added to the stature of the Pakistani security forces and enemies
of Pakistan who had orchestrated a well-thought out plan to trap Pakistani
forces in the strategic quagmire of FATA have been stymied.
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Economics

External debt: An
exigent situation
Jahangir Hayat

As per figures released by the State Bank, Pakistan’s external debt and
liabilities have soared to a record $91.8 billion, showing an increase of
over 50% or nearly $31 billion in the past four years and nine months.
The external debt and liabilities of $91.8 billion as of March-end suggest
that the figure may touch $100 billion very soon as the country faces
grave challenges in meeting its growing external financing requirements.
The overall public debt including domestic, external and liabilities in
rupee terms have touched Rs28,297 billion till March 31, 2018, indicating that each individual living in the country owed Rs136,700, keeping
in view the total population of 207 million according to the latest census
results.
The $91.8-billion external debt and liabilities are higher by $30.9 billion or 50.6% compared to the level recorded in June 2013, when the
PML-N government came to power. Of the total external debt and liabilities, the government’s public debt obligations including foreign exchange liabilities were $76.1 billion at the end of March. In the past four
years and nine months, the public debt-related obligations increased
42.5% or $22.7 billion, showed the central bank data. In June 2013, the
external public debt including foreign exchange liabilities stood at only
$53.4 billion.
The pace of foreign loan accumulation grew in 2017 as Pakistan acquired $6.9 billion during the year in a bid to finance swelling imports
and repay external debt following failure to bridge the fiscal deficit due
to low exports and insignificant increase in worker remittances. The
$6.9-billion borrowing is the single largest annual accumulation of external debt in the past four years, according to the State Bank of Pakistan’s second quarter report on the state of economy. With this addition,
the total public debt reached $66.9 billion by the end of 2017.
Despite higher repayments, the increase in external debt was largely
due to $2.5 billion mobilised through Eurobond/Sukuk issuance and borrowing from commercial banks during the period. In addition to this,
strengthening of other currencies against the dollar resulted in $669.3
million worth of revaluation losses. Specifically, the dollar weakened
against the euro and Special Drawing Rights (SDR) by 4.9% and 2.3%,
respectively, which added significantly to the dollar value of Pakistan’s
external debt.
A major hike came in the external debt contracted by issuing sovereign bonds and taking expensive commercial loans. Since June 2013,
the PML-N government has acquired a whopping $42.6 billion in external loans, which is taking its toll on the national exchequer due to the
mounting debt servicing cost. Starting from July 2013, with every passing year, the quantum of external debt has kept growing due to the government’s inability to implement policies that could have ensured
sufficient non-debt creating inflows.
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According to sources in the finance ministry, the immediate problem
is that Pakistan is scheduled to make some bullet debt and interest payments in the last quarter (April-June) of the current fiscal year, according
to sources in the finance ministry. It is an alarming situation and the government does not have a concrete back-up plan to handle its external
account.There are apprehensions that the country may not survive financially for long without the IMF support. But, according to knowledgable sources, the finance ministry has not yet prepared a plan to
share with the IMF in case it needs emergency support.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF)’s first post-programme monitoring report shows Pakistan’s gross external debt in terms of exports
was 193.2% in 2013, which is projected to deteriorate to an alarming
316% in June this year. During this period, Pakistan’s gross external financing requirements have swelled from $17.2 billion to $24 billion. The
IMF report noted that the bound and stress tests suggest that the external debt-to-GDP ratio would be affected by adverse shocks: “While sensitive mostly to current account and exchange rate shocks, the external
debt ratio would exceed 45% only under the real depreciation shock
scenario.”
Pakistan’s gross official foreign currency reserves as of May 4, stood
at only $11.16 billion. The government took no time in consuming the
entire $1 billion Chinese loan received on the second last day of the previous month. The gross official foreign currency reserves of $11.16 billion include loans of $6.13 billion the central bank has acquired from
domestic banks to shore up its reserves. By excluding these short-term
borrowings, the reserves are almost at the level recorded in June 2013.
Owing to the huge domestic and foreign borrowings, debt servicing
is now the single largest expenditure in the federal budget, estimated at
Rs1.62 trillion or 30.7% for the next fiscal year 2018-19. According to
the SBP, a sum of $5 billion was spent on servicing the outstanding
stock of external debt in just nine months of the ongoing fiscal year. The
country paid $3.52 billion in principal loans and $1.44 billion in interest
on outstanding loans.
In its Debt Policy Statement 2017-18, which the finance ministry presented to the lower house of parliament early this year, the government
admitted that during the last fiscal year the country’s external debt increased at a faster pace than its foreign exchange earnings. Pakistan’s
external debt as a percentage of foreign exchange reserves increased
to a three-year high. Similarly, the cost of external debt servicing as a
percentage of foreign exchange earnings increased significantly.
There are unconfirmed reports that top bureaucracy of the finance
ministry may be reshuffled very soon. If such changes take place, the
new transitional team will be faced with the uphill task of bringing back
to health the financial sector which is totally out of kilter.
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Education

Refusing to give up
the ghost
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The “ghost” has refused to die. It is resurrected every other week and every
other month, and we come to know that more ghost schools and more
ghost teachers have been found in the country. Sometimes in Sindh,
sometimes in Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, and sometimes even
in Punjab; ghost schools may be found anywhere in the country.
Punjab and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa have suffered from these ghosts
also, but rural Sindh and Balochistan, being sparsely populated, have been
the main victim during the past decades.
The latest report on the ghosts has been received from Sindh and
Balochistan provinces. The national media reported last month (April 27,
2018) that the issue of over 2,350 ghost schools is still lingering, for the
past 10-11 years. The federal Ministry of Education and its attached department are sitting on an inquiry into these ghost schools for over a
decade, causing more than Rs. 225 million annual losses to the national
exchequer, a special audit ordered by the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), revealed in the second week of April 2018.
An official privy to the findings of the report told Cutting Edge that the
ghost “One-teacher one-room” community schools did not only cause
losses to the tune of billions to the national exchequer, but also deprived
thousands of poor students
of their right to education.
However, those responsible
for the loss have not been
held accountable so far, despite passage of years.
These schools, meant for the
poorest of the poor, were operated by the federal education ministry under Basic
Education
Community
Schools
Programme
(BECS).
An official, who does not
want to be named, has various startling details. Quoting
one example of how the department is operating in farflung areas of the country, he
said that a single BECS official, Ghaffar Shah, kept
pocketing salaries of 31
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ghost schools for more than one year, from July 2010 to October 2011.
The scam was unearthed by the National Accountability Bureau, Balochistan, according to the official.
The fresh special audit report was compiled by DG Federal Audit in
April 2018, though its presentation in the PAC is still awaited. The audit
revealed that about 2,007 ghost schools, being operated by the ministry
under BECS, were confirmed as fake through a third-party audit in March
2012, but so far no action has been taken against those responsible and
no details were shared with the fresh team of Directorate General Audit,
which compiled the fresh report last month.
According to the official, another batch of 349 ghost schools was identified in 2012 in Punjab, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, Balochistan, Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and Gilgit-Baltistan(GB), but a
special inquiry committee of the Ministry of Federal Education has so far
failed to submit its report, which was due on January 21, 2016. The committee was constituted on December 23, 2015, comprising the ministry officials, Kanwal Javed, Rahim Dad Dhari and Hameed Niazi, but the
findings of the committee are awaited till date.
The official website says that the Basic Education Community Schools
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programme is a project of the ministry, currently running 12,304 oneteacher schools across the country
with an enrolment of 493,972 students from backward areas. However, in the absence of proper
control, the project is marred by corruption allegations and the PAC had
repeatedly taken notice of irregularities after damning audit reports.
The issue of ghost schools and
ghost teachers is not limited to
BECS programme only. Another report was released in 2015 by
Mishal, an education initiative, in
this regard. It revealed that over
40,000 ghost teachers and 5,229
ghost schools remain unaddressed
in Sindh.
The issue of ghost schools and
teachers comes up before the
elected representatives from time to
time, though no solid and implementable policy has so far been
formed. Last year in July, the Sindh
legislature was informed that close
to three million children are out of
school across the province.
Jam Mehtab Dahar, Sindh education minister, told the house in response to a question: “There are
2,876,324 children ... who are out of
school.” Relating reasons for such
a large number of out-of-school children in the province, the minister
said the Education Department was
facing numerous difficulties in reopening the ghost schools.
Mr. Dahar disclosed: “Around
1,200 schools are not in a condition
to function.” He said that around
5,600 schools were closed in different Sindh districts, of which 1,700
have been reopened. He had expressed confidence that the education department would succeed in
restarting 80% of the closed
schools by end of 2017.
However, when Cutting Edge contacted the education minister office
by telephone, a spokesman admitted that no consolidated data was available showing that how many ghost and closed schools were reopened in
the year 2017. However, he claimed that Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah
also showed special interest and ordered reopening of 2,000 ghost schools
last year.
The official admitted that the closed schools lacked complete infrastructure, furniture or other necessary facilities. Regretting corruption and corrupt elements in the department, he said if 50% of the budgetary
allocations for development, repair and maintenance were fairly spent, no
school in Sindh would remain without a roof and boundary walls.
The spokesman said that the education minister had launched a campaign to purge the department of corruption and corrupt officials. He
claimed that all 250 schools, set up under the Rural Based Community
Schools (RBCS) programme in different district, have been made functional again. These schools have been handed over to 10 non-governmental organisations (NGOs), which will work as partners with the Sindh
Education Foundation (SEF) to run these schools and impart quality education to children in rural areas.
However, minister’s clarifications and claims appear insufficient to satisfy not only the opposition but also treasury members. Lawmakers in the
Sindh Assembly lashed out at the Education Department’s failure to live
up to its pledges of developing education infrastructure and providing quality education in the province.
PPP MPA Khursheed Junejo, during a discussion on the budget, said,
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“Only a few days are left for this Assembly and the government to complete
its tenure, but we have not re-opened ghost schools in the province”. He
suggested that the education minister should prepare a list of ghost
schools which are being used as the autaq [guestrooms] of waderas so
that the next government could resolve the issue once and for all.
In the last session of the provincial assembly, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
MPA Samar Ali Khan announced that he would not contest the upcoming
general elections as he failed to build schools and renovate the existing
ones in his constituency as per his commitment.
He claimed that he received a “chit” from someone which said “adi”
(sister) has ordered to stop such projects. “I was hurt when I received this
message from adi,” he said, without naming anyone. Apparently he was
referring to Faryal Talpur, sister of PPP Co-chairperson Asif Ali Zardari, as
she is widely referred to as “adi”.
Pakistan Muslim League-Functional (PML-F) MPA, Mahtab Akbar
Rashdi, a bureaucrat-turned-politician, regretted that nine departments of
the government did not spend a single penny in the first nine months,
which was very unfortunate. These funds have almost lapsed, but no
schools were reopened and no new schools were established, she added.
The MPA regretted that for the last four budgets, the provincial government had been announcing establishment of Cambridge and comprehensive schools in the province, but the funds always remained unutilised and
no practical steps were ever taken.
How can education be promoted in Sindh, and ghost schools and ghost
teachers’ issues could be resolved if “Adi” would continue delivering chits
ordering not to spend money on construction of schools, is a valid question
for Oxford-graduate PPP Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.
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Economics

The CPEC dynamic in
Pakistan’s economy
Nabeel Hussain

Economic integration, spillover effect and complex interdependence
have always remained quintessential topics in international relations
and international politics. Ernst B. Hass illustrates in his theory of Neo
Functionalism that integration and cooperation between two states results in cooperation with other states and it has “spillover” effect on
other states. The cooperation could be in the form of politics, economy,
culture, etc. Such spillover effect further affects other states creating
regional economic integration and after that it reaches the point of
supra regionalism with multiple states. Further, Joseph Nye also explained that use of soft power and economy creates an environment of
integration for nations to enhance cooperation among states. Understanding these concepts always required staunch examples from Europe, US and other countries. In Pakistan, students quote the example
of France and Europe, that not- withstanding two catastrophic world
wars, France and Germany are packed into a complex integrated bonding now under the shelter of the EU. Similarly with the US and Canadian
economic integration under the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). Well, now Pakistan would also be quoted as an example of
economic integration in the academics of international relations and
economics, after the arrival of the China- Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).
CPEC being a game changer is altering the economic, geopolitical
landscape of South Asia. It is China’s long enduring dream. The $60
billion project would change the living standards of the people in Pakistan. The employment of Ernst B. Hass Functionalism to CPEC explains that the spillover effect of CPEC from South Asia to Central Asia,
the Middle East and Europe is giving life to Hass’ Neo Functionalism
and Joseph Nye’s soft power. Critics also fault Hass on the grounds
that the spillover effect of integration among states could compromise
their sovereignty, but that’s not true; respecting other states’ sovereignty is the actual meaning and utilization of Neo Functionalism.
CPEC is a joint venture of Pakistan and China only aimed at economic integration and prosperity of the region. China has never
breached Pakistan’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. It is a game
changer in South Asia with 3,000 kms of the road and railway connecting Kasghar in northwestern China with the Gwadar port of Pakistan
situated in Balochistan. Similarly, Russia, Iran, Afghanistan, Turkey
and Central Asian states also want to become stakeholders in CPEC.
This project is also facing the criticism that under CPEC Chinese products would engulf Pakistan’s market and the latter’s products would
take a hit. The recent Center for Advanced Defense Studies (C4ADS)
criticized CPEC that it would increase the burden of debts on Pakistan
imperiling the country's long-term economic viability. The report is prepared by a Washington-based thinktank to secure Iran’s Chabahar port
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and contain China’s presence in South Asia. As business and economic
prosperity is knocking at the doors of Pakistan, there are also some
critics who want to sabotage this project.
Pakistan’s immediate neighbour has always acted as a stumbling
block to the passage of CPEC as it passes through Azad Kashmir.
India’s immediate aim is to promote Chabahar for Indo- Afghan trade.
CPEC could shatter India’s hope of regional monopoly and usher
Gwadar port as a key strategic and economic junction in South Asia.
Simultaneously, Iran’s Foreign Minister Javed Zarif visited Pakistan on
March 12, 2018, where he reiterated that “Iran is interested in joining
CPEC and linking Chabahar port to Gwadar for promotion of regional
economic prosperity. Post-Trump’s decisions to shred the Iran nuclear
deal and impose new economic sanctions on Iran, the chances are now
high that Iran would turn towards CPEC, which would be another setback for India and its lobby. Kulbushan Jadhav, who was arrested form
Balochistan, also confessed that he was spying in Pakistan and his mission was to sabotage CPEC. Having such prime evidences it is now
clear that India wants to push Pakistan back and is in state of war
through its non-coercive means.
The reality of CPEC in Pakistan is somehow different from illusions.
"If completed as planned, CPEC's productivity would be equivalent to
17% of Pakistan's 2015 gross GDP, and as many as 700,000 jobs
would be created. As a result, Pakistan could see economic growth of
2.5%. With the advent of CPEC and Chinese products in Pakistan, a
new wave of economic opportunities is developing. Local entrepreneurship is going to be increased in Pakistan; with Chinese products and
their use people have now a better living standard.
While talking about business and entrepreneurship, I met an entrepreneur who runs the business of a Chinese-based heavy bikes firm in
Islamabad “Riders Zone”. While asking the same question as quoted
by the Center for Advanced Defense Studies (C4ADS) about CPEC endangering the Pakistan economy, Shakeel Hussain, Managing Director
of Riders Zone quoted that “Chinese products are available at low price
in Pakistan and there is no threat to Pakistan’s economy. Chinese products have opened new horizons for business in Pakistan. He also
added that with these Chinese heavy bikes his aim is to promote
tourism in Pakistan.
In giving examples of products and business is the actual implementation of Hass’ Neo Functionalism, where one project is not integrating
regions and states, but it is also having a spillover effect within Pakistan
as well from small business to promoting the tourism industry in Pakistan. Pakistan needs an economic boost and CPEC is such a factor.
This mega project has connected Pakistan to the rest of the world, with
actual adaptation of Hass’s Functionalism theory at all levels.
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Nuclear Deal

Tearing up the Iran accord
F. Z. Khan

As the world community has come down hard on Donald Trump’s announcement of pulling out of the Iranian nuclear deal, Islamabad, too, has
weighed the negative impact of the US President’s controversial move on
Pakistan as well as its bilateral relations with Iran, saying the US decision
has implications for Pakistan as renewed American sanctions can negatively affect its bilateral engagements with Iran. “Pakistan believes that international treaties and agreements concluded through painstaking
negotiations are sacrosanct”, and therefore must be respected.
The Foreign Office issued a late evening statement on May 9, which
suggested that Pakistan was upset with the Trump administration’s unilateral move. Obviously it would indirectly result in souring of ties between
Pakistan and Iran keeping in view Pakistan’s apparent move of, what
Tehran believes, joining the Saudi camp, especially becoming a part of the
Saudi-led Muslim countries’ joint coalition force that is meant to counter
terrorism in the Middle East region. Already the relations between Pakistan
and Iran have seen fluctuations during the recent past, especially in the
context of reportedly raising the Kulbushan issue with the visiting Iranian
president by none other than then the then army chief, General Raheel
Sharif. However, with his successor General Qamar Javed Bajwa’s Tehran
visit, an upward trend was seen in recent months with both neighbours
willing to explore options to deepen their trade and commercial ties.
“Arbitrarily rescinding such agreements will undermine confidence in
the value of dialogue and diplomacy in the conduct of international relations and the peaceful resolution of disputes.” The statement further read
Pakistan believes that the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
represents a very good example of a negotiated settlement of complex issues, through dialogue and diplomacy. “We had welcomed the JCPOA
when it was concluded and hope that all parties will find a way for its continuation, especially when the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has repeatedly verified Iran’s compliance.”
Islamabad expressed its hope that the deal would not be scrapped altogether. “We have noted the willingness of the parties to the Agreement
to work together on upholding their respective commitments as stipulated
in the JCPOA, despite US decision to withdraw from it,” the statement further said. Pakistan was hoping that lifting the sanctions on Iran would help
it complete the crucial gas pipeline project. But with renewed tensions between Tehran and Washington, the multibillion dollar project will certainly
face further delay.
Strong reaction against President Trump’s May 9 announcement came
from not only inside America but from across the globe. Former US president Barrack Obama was amongst the first to assail Donald Trump, saying
“flouting of agreements risks eroding American credibility.” New York Times
in its front-page Opinion piece by Susan E. Rice said President Trump’s
reckless decision to withdraw the United States from the Iran nuclear deal
will not force Iran back to the negotiating table, nor will it address serious
concerns about Iran’s behavior in the Middle East. But it will leave Iran’s
nuclear program unconstrained, and an inconstant America isolated from
its allies and far less safe. “The Iran deal has worked as intended.”
France’s foreign minister said now “the risks of confrontation are real
and Europe would act to avoid the explosion (of conflict) that risks happening if… no measures are taken.” Iran’s reaction was prompt and furious
as the parliamentarians burnt a US flag and chanted “Death to America”
inside the Iranian Parliament. China said it will maintain normal economic
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and trade exchanges with Iran despite Trump’s decision. “Beijing will remain in dialogue with all parties and continue to devote itself to safeguard
and implement the deal.” Britain’s Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson urged
Washington to avoid taking action that would hinder other parties from continuing to make the agreement work.
According to the International Atomic Energy Agency, the United States
intelligence community, the United Nations Security Council and the president’s top advisers, Iran has fully complied with its obligations. “As required,
Iran relinquished 97 percent of its enriched uranium stockpile, dismantled
two-thirds of its centrifuges and its entire plutonium facility, abided by the
most intrusive international inspection and monitoring regime in history, and
forswore ever producing a nuclear weapon.” Now, says Rice, President
Trump has ceded the moral high ground and freed Iran from all those constraints. Iran will be able to resume its nuclear activities without being
blamed for violating the agreement. “This agreement was never about trust.
It is about stringent verification – in perpetuity. The deal effectively cut off
all potential pathways for Iran to acquire a nuclear weapon.”
The Guardian’s Michael H. Fuchs wrote, “Trump just manufactured a
national security crisis for no reason.” The Atlantic’s David Frum observed,
“Trump has never valued allies or partners. The only relationship he understands is one of power: he commands, others obey. President Trump
has just pushed the plunger on a sequence of crises.” He said “hopes that
Trump would be contained by his aides and advisers have long since been
exposed as unrealistic. Trump is being Trump, the chaos president drawing
the world into chaos after him.”
Syed Mohammad Marandi, a professor of English Literature and Orientalism at the University of Tehran, in his article “Why Death to America?”
said, US President Donald Trump has a problem with Death to America
slogans. Is the widespread desire of ordinary Iranians to end US arrogance, duplicity and hegemony that difficult for Donald to grasp? If Western
countries shut their doors, there are other doors opening to Iran and the
ultimate biggest loser in this process will be the US, a weak and submissive Europe, and their erratic regional client regimes. The choice is theirs
to make.”
Salman Shoaib, a Pakistani writer who has graduated from Brown and
Cambridge universities, is managing director at a fund management company based in Singapore, said in his article, “Trump has opened the door
to war” published in a national newspaper on May 9, that it is true that
Trump never liked the Iran deal, and also simply wishes to undo all aspects
of President Obama’s legacy. But we should also pay attention to the story
in Wag the Dog, a film where the US president fakes a war to distract from
a sex scandal. “Trump understands that with a Mueller investigation in full
swing, and an unfolding sex scandal, international conflict could help
change the topic and the country around him. The US president is intentionally keeping the door open to another war in the Middle East.”
Trump has threatened to clamp sanctions on any country that does not
abide by the renewed US sanctions. This is easier said than done. So far
all the remaining five countries have expressed support for the deal. A
number of other countries, including Japan need oil from the region and
trade with Iran and would resent the cancellation of the Iran nuclear deal.
Pakistan needs to keep its options open. Given India’s unremitting hostility,
this country needs all the regional friends it can muster, to speak nothing
of the benefits that can accrue from economic co- operation with Iran.
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Book Review

Magnificent Delusions
By Hussain Haqqani

Yusuf Hussain

Hussain Haqqani elicits strong gut reactions in Pakistan, both admiration
and derision. I picked up his latest hardcover Magnificent Delusions hoping
to find a contemporary and lucid counter narrative to the “security state”
theme in Pakistan – even though the book’s focus is on USA-Pakistan relations. His erudition and exposure are beyond doubt: He is Pakistan’s former Ambassador to the USA and currently a scholar at a USA think tank,
the Hudson Institute. Given Pakistan’s intractable problems with the nihilist
TTP, I thought this was an opportune time to be enriched by the perspective of an avowed champion of liberalism. It is certainly a lucid and readable book – peppered with anecdotes and historical references – and I did
find a powerful articulation of the counter narrative that I sought, but several of the thematic analyses left me unconvinced.
Haqqani begins with a “bang and a wallop” calling into question the
very desirability of creating a state in the name of religion. That was a bit
disconcerting, but only because he has represented Pakistan in two different countries as ambassador. One cannot but help ask: If he had such
a fundamental disconnect with the raison d'etre of the country, why ever
did he agree to represent its interests and be its preeminent symbol in foreign lands? Otherwise, the argument itself is perhaps worth having in a
philosophical, though not practical, sense – as water has after all flowed
under the bridge. Unless, that is, he is insinuating nostalgia for a united
India and a desire for reunification that we encounter in the occasional Indian.
The author argues against creating a state in the name of religion. But,
to place the argument in the particular context of Pakistan, he should have
analyzed the implications of the alternative i.e. staying within the Indian
Union, equally rigorously. He should have traced the history of simmering
communal tensions in India, from intransigent grassroots segregation and
antipathy to the Hindu symbolism of Mahatma Gandhi to the rise of Narendra Modi, and helped answer the question: Would Pakistani Muslims been
better off as part of India, or would there have been a long drawn out civil
war far deadlier than the suffering caused by Partition? After all, the motivations of Mr. Jinnah and Allama Iqbal had both an analytical and experiential basis and energized and rallied millions; they also deserved some
“air-time.”
Haqqani's next major theme is that Pakistan, starting with Mr. Jinnah,
was unnecessarily paranoid about its existence. Now the author himself
presents several contemporary perspectives which were inimical to or else
skeptical of Pakistan’s existence: India, which withheld vital committed
supplies, Afghanistan, which refused to accept the Durand Line, and Americans and other Westerners, who cherished secularism and were wary of
a religious state. Add to the milieu: the pronouncements of British and Indian leaders, who looked upon Pakistan as a temporary anomaly, and the
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threat of revolutionary, expansionist Communism lurking in the background. Would not any state in such a geo-political vise be rightly paranoid? Like the self-revelatory title of a book by a founder of Intel reads:
“Only the paranoid survive.”
Another theme in the book is Pakistan’s sense of grandiosity: Mr. Jinnah is quoted as stating to a Life magazine reporter that "the USA needs
Pakistan more than Pakistan needs the USA," causing the reporter to pejoratively call Mr. Jinnah “a clever man who happened to create a country.”
Well, even if we lend credence to the views of a reporter, would it not be
expected that the leader of a new country, whose very existence is shaky,
would try to project the importance of his country in order to acquire international support? The author reveals that Mr. Jinnah termed his country
"the lynchpin of the world," as he and subsequent leaders sought large
amounts of American military aid – requests that were apparently often
met with incredulity. Was all this a "magnificent delusion"? Well, history
proved otherwise as Pakistan did become one of the major recipients of
American military aid, and a key player in the decisive war of the last half
of the twentieth century with Communism. Once again, if Haqqani truly
considered the founder of Pakistan to be delusional then why did he
choose to serve under the gaze of his large portraits in his ambassadorial
offices in Washington D.C. and Colombo, Sri Lanka? Would you expect a
former American ambassador, for example, to denigrate George Washington, who happened to be one of the largest slave owners of his time,
let alone call into question the desirability of American independence from
Great Britain?
Now one is not being jingoistic here. It would be a folly to state that
Pakistani governments did not make errors of judgement. And of course,
it is sad that scarce funds are being spent on arms rather than on the amelioration of widespread poverty. But the characterization of Pakistan as deluded, (and as one reads the book, one realizes that the title refers only to
Pakistan, the USA is at most “duped”) and the portrayal of the USA as a
benign, if not avuncular, power lacks nuance. The criticisms of USA foreign
policy – from the waging of offensive wars to the toppling of democratically-elected governments to the support of dictators in the pursuit of selfinterests – are too well-known to merit repetition. Is it therefore possible
that even if Pakistani governments liked to fan public anti-American sentiment every now and then as part of their “carrot and stick” policy, as
Haqqani alleges, that America too was not entirely above board in its dealings with Pakistan? Or are we to believe that the USA was nothing less
than a teacher, even parent, or at the least an uncle – pristine-intentioned,
principled – seeking only to guide and groom its spoilt charge?
India is dealt in a similar manner and is characterized as a docile status
quo power that is intermittently challenged by a belligerent, and unneces-
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sarily existentially-threatened, Pakistan
“punching above its weight. “India’s sense
of being “wronged” by the partition of the
subcontinent, its pervasive belief in its aftermath that partition was a temporary
price to be paid for independence from the
British, and its consequent attempt to
strangulate the infant state, are not investigated – beyond mentioning that some
supplies were blocked. Neither is the
Kashmir issue discussed in terms of the
emotions it historically evokes at the grassroots level in Pakistan or in terms of India’s
unconscionable stance particularly in the
wake of its military invasion and annexation of the independent states of Hyderabad, Sikkim, and Junagadh. India’s role
in the secession of East Pakistan is dealt
with summarily and as an inevitable and
isolated reaction to Pakistan’s own follies,
though it is now widely acknowledged as
being far more sinister. There is no mention of India’s aggressive postures in other
neighbouring states such as Sri Lanka,
through support to the LTTE, and obviously Pakistan, against whose Eastern
borders are arraigned the bulk of Indian
Army attack formations and Air Force
bases, and along whose Western borders
with Afghanistan are juxtaposed several
Indian consulates that allegedly support
separatist and terrorist movements inside
Pakistan. Once again, the manuscript
would have benefited from more nuance
and context.
Though mired in intrigue and controversy, Mr. Hussain Haqqani has been
viewed as a champion of liberalism and
secularism – leitmotifs here as well. It is in
this realm, rather than in foreign policy,
where the book manages a brief flourish.
He presents two intriguing propositions
neither of which may be new, but which
nevertheless resonate: That Mr. Jinnah
was largely unclear about how Islam would
inform governance in the new state. And
that militancy is an inevitable consequence
of the creation of a state in the name of
Islam.
While he successfully establishes the former proposition, but only implies the latter, he does not explore causes in either case. Pakistan was
envisioned and created at a time when Western democracy had dealt itself
near death blows in the World Wars, capitalism had temporarily collapsed
in the USA with the 1929 stock market crash, a sanguinary Communism
was massacring its own citizens, and Hinduism was but an anachronistic
and racist ideology. So was it not understandable that the founding fathers
sought another option: one that sought balance between the pursuit of
happiness and that of compassion, between the pursuit of wealth and that
of spirituality, between individual initiative and the public weal? Was it beyond belief that for this balance they sought an Islamic framework? Mr.
Jinnah did not want a theocratic state and he did announce that personal
religious beliefs were no business of the state, but at the same time he
did clearly envision some Islamic character for the state portraying it as a
“laboratory of Islam.” Well, laboratories can get messy! The conflict between retrogressive, insular, even brutal Islam and Islam as a force of
modernization, intellectual ferment, and good governance has waged
throughout its history. What tips the scale in these battles? It would have
enriched liberal discourse if somebody with the credentials and intellect
of Haqqani had taken a stab at these questions.
Lest the very notion of a state informed by religion raise the hackles of
diehard secularists, one can refer to Javed Ahmed Ghamidi who opines
that an Islamic state should be secular and that any law legislated by an
elected assembly in a Muslim country is Shariah-compliant by definition.
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Or
to Tariq Ramadan who also believes that an Islamic state should be secular with every religion being "equi-distant" from the state. His reasoning
is that to make the concept of an Ummah viable, the lowest common denominator of each Muslim states practices have to be adopted and Muslim
minorities in Non-Muslim states need to be catered.
I appreciate Mr. Haqqani’s clarion call for “more butter, less arms.” Who
would not, when parts of the country appallingly compete with Sub-Saharan Africa in malnourishment? But that does not explain why he did not
even deign to mention the inexcusable corruption of the democratic governments that he has served.
I do not impugn Mr. Haqqani’s intentions like some who accuse him of
playing to American or Indian audiences. As a former ambassador and
muse to prime ministers, I believe that like any patriotic Pakistani, he seeks
for his country a tolerant, educated society, a democratic government, a
well-fed, healthy populace, and a military that can defend its borders. But
Magnificent Delusions is not going to help make much headway in that direction by fostering a better understanding in its readership or changing
mindsets.
It does not evolve liberal discourse; it does not engage rightists; it presents the uninitiated with a skewed picture of Pakistan’s context and motivations; and it provides grist to the self-righteous element in Indian
perspectives. As a Pakistani, it pained me to read this account by my
country’s former ambassador.
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Security

Afghanistan’s challenges
still unmet
Muhammad Rehan Rasheed
The United Nations observes international days during the month of June,
which are mostly dedicated to human security – such as Innocent Children
Victims of Aggression Day, Child Labour Day, Sustainable Gastronomy Day,
Drug Abuse Day, Illicit Trafficking Day, Sexual Violence in Conflict Areas and
World Refugees Day. Ironically no other country but Afghanistan alone bears
the UN days’ application in full as all the above menaces are seen in abundance there.
It is the classic example of declining human security where the State has
failed to address micro-level insecurities being faced by the Afghan population. The development work has been badly affected by ineffective governance amidst the TTA and IS terror challenge. Even massive foreign aid has
failed to help. Acute scarcity of technical and skilled human resource has
doubled the dilemma that demands the urgency of bringing back and repatriate refugees and experts or technicians from other countries.
The Afghan rulers’ role is seemingly guided by self-interests rather than
humanitarian concerns. It needs to own responsibility as the international
community must join hands to create peace as well as economic opportunities in Afghanistan. Pakistan being in the immediate neighbourhood is
bearing its spillover, besides the so far largest and longest refugee burden
for the last four decades. Not only has it been badly affected by the menace
of terrorism and extremism, it has also seen organized crime, child labour,
drug and human trafficking, which has put in jeopardy Pakistan’s economy,
security and social fabric. India, the arch enemy, is taking full advantage of
such a precarious situation.
It’s not easy to sustain development activity in the land locked country;
existing conditions are likely to remain the same in the near future. Kabul’s
government and the international community should work together to bring
peace and prosperity to its people. This is only possible if an acceptable-toall political setup is evolved. Nonexistent infrastructure and absent legitimacy
are the problems that need to be addressed first. Stability of a political system is directly proportional to the stability of the military and economic structure. Security is prerequisite for sustained economic growth. Without
confidence that resources invested today will still be owned and available
tomorrow, investment will wither, growth decline, assets depreciate, and an
economy will collapse. In this sense, security and the economy are interdependent factors and it implies from this concept that security is a necessary
and a complementary inducement to investment.
The present geostrategic and socioeconomic environment of the region
does not pose any threat or aggression from outside. Therefore, the Afghan
government needs to focus on internal stability and the law and order situation. For this purpose, Kabul requires strong and capable law enforcement
forces to bring peace and tranquility to the country. The most pressing task
is an effective action against insurgent and dissident factions, disarming the
common citizen and firm operations against drug dealers and illicit traffickers. Afghanistan doesn’t have manufacturing capability. It has to rely on foreign suppliers for spares and ammunition. Training is also controlled by their
benefactors. Therefore, Afghan forces will have to depend on foreign assistance for a long time to come.
According to a latest report by the Special Inspector General for
Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) America has spent more than $78 billion for Afghanistan’s security since 2002. Similarly, members of the Afghan
Army are involved in corruption cases and the same report reveals that multibillion dollars have been spent to counter narcotics, but still there is 63 per-

22

cent increase in the land under poppy cultivation during the 2017 growing
season from the previous year while the raw opium production increased
by an alarming 88 percent. This shows ineffective utilization of the US taxpayers’ money, which does not allow for a large standing incapable army; it
calls for a different system to fulfill the internal security requirements wherein
the economic factor is duly considered.
Announcing the new Afghan policy, President Donald Trump
declared,“We are not nation building again.”Failure of US ambitions in
Afghanistan is quite evident from this statement. Nevertheless, this is the
time to help Afghanistan that has been destroyed in the new Great Game
where the powers-that-be are fulfilling their self-interests by exploiting
Afghanistan. The most critical are the US, India and Iran factors; their involvement is destabilizing Afghanistan by directly affecting its relationship
with Pakistan. Obama had curtailed the role of the US military in Afghanistan
while Trump is doing the opposite; he prefers to bolster military efforts. The
rise and fall of US troop levels is a clear manifestation of America’s failed
policy that brought nothing but miseries to the Afghan people.
The number of US fatalities in Afghanistan alone is over 2,000, other
than the causalities to US troops and coalition forces. Still the security
forces are struggling against the increasing influence of the Taliban,
which is a clear indication of the fast deteriorating security situation there.
If an army with the most sophisticated weaponry can’t bring peace and
stability, then how is it possible to bring peace with the help of a ragtag
Afghan army? Isn’t it alarming for the world at large? Here lies Pakistan’s
major concern: Afghanistan needs ownership from US in all aspects. It
is the prime responsibility of the US and the international community to
remain committed to the security and reconstruction process until a stable government is established in Afghanistan, besides providing requisite
funds for the development of the country’s economy and rehabilitation of
the Afghan people.
Afghanistan is a prize in pursuit of which different powers are involved,
but it can only be accessed through Pakistan which is the most important
player in the region. A stable Afghanistan is in the greater interest of Pakistan; it can pave the way for the total return of refugees. Peace and stability
in Afghanistan are a prerequisite for stability and development in Pakistan.
Afghanistan is a regional issue, directly affecting the stability and prosperity
of its peoples. Leaving aside politics of competition, there is a need to adopt
the policy of “peaceful coexistence”. In the wake of current global developments, it is in the interest of Afghanistan and Pakistan to develop more integrated political and economic relations that lead to greater common
security, peace, stability and development after due consideration of regional
perceptions of each country.
The road to stability and economic recovery is long and requires great
deal of careful planning. Proper planning requires feasibility studies for precise decision making. Planners may also consider regional economic integration and formation of a free trade association with neighbouring countries.
Pakistan and Afghanistan share a long border with numerous routes and
passes that can be utilized for regional trade. Close and harmonious relations must be the cornerstone of a mutually beneficial foreign policy. The
world is fast turning into regional blocs as a legalized form of protectionism.
Thus, the developing countries should restructure their relationships to meet
challenges of the new world.A stable, peaceful, developed, sovereign and
prosperous Afghanistan is in the interest of all the regional countries.
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Your View
Illegal parking fee

Palestine in flames
The recent outrage and bloodshed in Palestine has gained attention

IN Karachi, near every market place, shopping mall, or restaurant you

of the international community. Israeli forces are using tears gas

would find a couple of guys demanding Rs20 for a motorcycle and

and rubber bullets on unarmed Palestinians despite knowing fully

Rs30 to Rs40 for a car as parking fee. It is such a common sight that

well they are peaceful and demanding their right to live with dignity

we have almost absorbed it in our day-to-day routine. We don’t even

and honour.

bother to think about the honestly of the people charging us parking

The conflict has shaken the Muslim countries, as well as European

fee. In fact, these guys are just front men for a big mafia which earns

ones. The US is watching the killings and abuse of human rights in-

millions by charging illegal parking fees under the protection of the

differently. The Palestinians’ massacre is the direct resault of the

local police station. The impact of these illegal parking areas on the

US decision to open its embassy in Jeruselum.

traffic flow cannot be ignored. In the holy month of Ramazan, the traf-

Media reports states that more than 70 Palestinians have died and

fic issue becomes a serious problem because of the flow of the traffic.

thousands have been injured because of the wanton use of

I want to request the authorities concerned to look into this matter se-

weapons. Most importantly, the psychological harassment by Israel

riously as it is a source of great trouble for the citizen.
Maryam Azhar

in the holy month of Ramazan speaks volumes of atrocities being

Karachi

inflicted on Muslims. The tension could be reduced and the killings
stopped by posting UN peacekeeping personnel and passing a
strong UN resolution.
Saqib Ali
Hyderabad

Stand up and speak
WHY is my voice not resonating? When will the common man in
Karachi start to protest against his suffering? With the advent of

Imran’s stance

Ramazan the loadshedding hours have increased, water shortage continues, gas pressure remains low, the prices of vegeta-

Without any shadow of doubt the sale and purchase of votes is an ex-

bles and fruits have reached sky-high and the garbage continues

tremely shameful act, but Mr. Khan as party head, should have been

to spill on the streets all over the city. Why is a portion of the 70

aware of the conduct and character of people whom he had earlier

per cent revenue which Karachi contributes to the national ex-

awarded party tickets for the coming election. Nearly half of his

chequer not spent on alleviating the suffering of the metropolis?

party’s leaders are accused of “horse-trading” not by opponents, but

The questions are unending but the voices of Karachiites remain

by the PTI chairman himself. Who could assure about their credibil-

unheard. Despite their claim no political party is willing to accept

ity? People who have courage to cheat even their party heads would

the ownership of Karachi’s development.

also betray the mandate of the people who vote for them.If Imran

Parveen Rahim

knew his colleagues involved in shameful tactic of horse trading, why

Karachi

he didn’t pre-empt their move by exposing them before the masses.
Rashid Hussain Noonari
Ghotki

Palestinians supported
PAKISTAN has all along been quite rightly supporting the people of
Palestine and it is good to note that Palestine Solidarity Day was of-

“Saving” billions

ficially observed throughout the country on Friday. Prime Minister

IN his speech at the Mayo hospital the Punjab Chief Minister com-

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi reiterated that the government and the peo-

plained NAB did not appreciate the billions of rupees saved by the

ple of Pakistan would continue supporting their Palestinian brethren

PML-N, and only pursues corruption cases. Let us note that prose-

and presenting their case at every forum. The day was observed to

cuting corruption cases is NAB’s duty and working efficiently to

demonstrate complete solidarity with the Palestinians in the wake of

save tax-payers money is the government’s (currently PML-N) duty.

Israeli troops killinmg Palestnian men, women and children during

Saving billions does not off-set the siphoning off of public money

clashes and protests along the Gaza border against the US em-

into private accounts.Once he grasps these basics, his bewilder-

bassy opening in Jerusalem on Monday. Pakistan’s ambassador to

ment, and that of his elder brother, may abate.

the United Nations, Dr. Maleeha Lodhi, recently also called for an
Imran Sheikh
Karachi
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independent inquiry into Israel’s state terrorism in Gaza.
M.Z.Rifat
Lahore
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Adapting to life in the north may
have been a real headache

Self-driving car could one day take
you on a real road trip

Laurel Hamers
In Finland, 88 percent of
people have a genetic
variation that increases
their risk for migraines.
But in people of Nigerian
descent, that number
drops to 5 percent.
Coincidence? Maybe.
But a new study suggests that, thousands of years ago, that particular genetic mutation increased in frequency in northern populations because it somehow made
people better suited to handle cold temperatures. That change may have
had the unfortunate consequence of raising the prevalence of these severe headaches in certain populations, researchers report. The mutation
is in a stretch of DNA that controls the behavior of TRPM8, a protein that
responds to cold sensation. People with the older version of this DNA snippet seems less susceptible to migraines than people with the mutated version, previous studies have shown.
Using a global database of human genetic information, evolutionary geneticist Aida Andres and her colleagues showed a correlation between
the frequency of the mutation in a given population and that population’s
latitude. It’s rare in Africa, for example, but fairly common across Europe.
Differences in temperature may have led to this variation, though scientists
still aren’t sure exactly how the mutation affects TRPM8. Perhaps the mutation conferred some benefit to early humans who moved north from
Africa, says Andres, of University College London. The connection to migraine appears to be a side effect.
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Maria Temming
A new kind of navigation
system could help selfdriving cars take the
road less traveled.
Most autonomous vehicles test-driving in cities
navigate using 3-D
maps marking every
curbside and off-ramp
with almost centimeterlevel precision. But there are millions of miles of open road that tech companies aren’t likely to plot in such detail any time soon. Researchers now
have developed a new autonomous navigation system that guides vehicles
without such high-res maps, according to research at the IEEE International Conference on Robotics and Automation in Brisbane, Australia. Cars
equipped with this tech could hit the road for excursions off the beaten
path. The navigation system charts a course down unfamiliar roads much
like a human driver would — by continually scanning its surroundings, albeit with a laser sensor, to gauge how close it is to the edges of the road.
Meanwhile, the car also follows a tool akin to a smartphone map app that
provides GPS directions to its destination, as well as information about the
rules of the road — like speed limits and the positions of stoplights — along
the car’s journey.
This system assumes that a car has a clear path down the road, but it could
be paired with other existing algorithms that use laser sensing to detect inroad obstacles, like other vehicles or pedestrians, to navigate more heavily
trafficked roadways, says study coauthor Teddy Ort, a roboticist at MIT.
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A bone drug that treats baldness
Robert Preidt
A drug intended as a treatment for osteoporosis may help treat hair loss,
researchers say.
"The fact this new agent, which had never even been considered in a hair
loss context, promotes human hair growth is exciting because of its translational potential: It could one day make a real difference to people who
suffer from hair loss," said study leader Nathan Hawkshaw, of the University of Manchester in England. "Clearly though, a clinical trial is required
next to tell us whether this drug or similar compounds are both effective
and safe in hair loss patients," Hawkshaw said in a university news release.
Only two drugs -- minoxidil (Rogaine) and finasteride (Propecia, Proscar)
-- exist to treat so-called male-pattern balding. Both have side effects and
often produce disappointing hair regrowth results, the researchers noted.
Exploring other possible options, Hawkshaw and his colleagues discovered
that the drug WAY-316606 reduces expression of a protein called SFRP1.
This protein inhibits the development and growth of many tissues, including

hair follicles. When the researchers treated hair follicles with the drug, it
enhanced their growth. WAY-316606 was originally developed to treat bone
loss related to osteoporosis. The researchers said clinical trials are needed
to test the safety and effectiveness of this drug and similar compounds.

Loneliness rivals obesity, smoking as health risk
Nick Tate
“The social media paradox”: Pop psychologists have coined the term to describe how social media have allowed us to become more connected to other
people than at any time in history -- and yet many Americans report feeling
more lonely and isolated than ever before.
A new study has thrown a spotlight on the emerging public health issue, suggesting Facebook and other Web-based communities -- as well as other
things in modern life -- are boosting levels of loneliness that are undermining
the nation’s mental and physical health. The survey, conducted by the health
insurer Cigna, found widespread loneliness, with nearly half of Americans reporting they feel alone, isolated, or left out at least some of the time. The nation’s 75 million millennials (ages 23-27) and Generation Z adults (18-22) are
lonelier than any other U.S. demographic and report being in worse health
than older generations.
In addition, 54% of respondents said they feel no one knows them well, and
four in 10 reported they "lack companionship," their "relationships aren't
meaningful" and they "are isolated from others." Douglas Nemecek, MD,
Cigna’s chief medical officer for behavioral health, said the findings of the
study suggest that the problem has reached “epidemic” proportions, rivaling
the risks posed by tobacco and the nation’s ever-expanding waistline. “Loneliness has the same impact on mortality as smoking 15 cigarettes a day, making it even more dangerous than obesity,” he said in releasing the report.
Nemecek’s comments echo those of other prominent public health specialists, including former Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy, MD, who says loneliness should be targeted in public health campaigns like those designed to
combat smoking, boost immunizations, combat obesity, and prevent the
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spread of the AIDS virus. “During my years caring for patients, the most common pathology I saw was not heart disease or diabetes; it was loneliness,”
Murthy said in a recent cover story in the Harvard Business Review. “Loneliness is a growing health epidemic. We live in the most technologically connected age in the history of civilization, yet rates of loneliness have doubled
since the 1980s.”
Recent research has shown that people who are lonely and isolated are more
likely to have heart disease and stroke, get immune system problems, and
may even have a harder time recovering from cancer. It’s also clear that loneliness is closely linked to depression and may lead to an early death. Julianne
Holt-Lunstad, PhD, a psychologist at Brigham Young University who studies
loneliness and its health effects, has found loneliness makes premature death
more likely for people of all ages.
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Cold War

Mandy

Tim Robey

Robbie Collin

From the age of 14, Paweł Pawlikowski found himself in exile from
Poland’s Communist rule with his
mother, a ballerina. Until Ida, which
won him the Best Foreign Film
Oscar in 2015, he habitually
worked in the UK rather than his
native country. Ida has been lifechanging for him, and certainly career-changing: he has moved back to
Warsaw and switched artistic focus completely.
Pawlikowski’s even more personal new film, Cold War, is very much a
companion piece to Ida, shot again in silvery black-and-white, and
roughly spanning the years between the Second World War and that
film. The gravitional pull of Poland, both for the director and the two characters whose love story he is telling, has a siren’s irresistibility, like some
anguished folk refrain that won’t die out.
Music has a vital role all the way through, inspiring the film’s rhythm and
flow, its time jumps and nomadic shifts in location, its very destiny. The
first things we see are a set of Polish bagpipes and a fiddle being played
by street musicians.

For years, Nicolas Cage’s more
extreme performances have been
derided as a blight on cinema, but
it turns out that cinema just had to
catch up. Mandy, the new film from
Panos Cosmatos, which had its
European premiere at the Cannes
Film Festival, is the ideal stage for
an all-time-great Cage wig-out, and the actor ferociously obliges.
Equal parts supernatural splatter horror and hypnotic gallery installation,
Mandy unfolds in a doom-laden narcosis that is not quite like anything
else around, although there are cinematic reference points everywhere,
including musky top notes of Lars von Trier’s Antichrist, Nicolas Winding
Refn’s Valhalla Rising, Sam Raimi’s Evil Dead trilogy, and the fluorescing
giallo horror of Dario Argento. It often looks like an Iron Maiden album
cover cartoon come to life – and there are three brief animated dream
sequences which owe a stylistic debt to Heavy Metal, the science fiction
magazine.

The main characters, Wiktor (Tomasz Kot) and Zula (Joanna Kulig), are
a rangy pianist and a young singer from peasant stock, whose careers
send them bounding restlessly across Europe, in and out of each other’s
lives, during these decades of anxious rebuilding and unrest.

But it treats its arch aesthetic with total artistic seriousness in a way that
reminded one a little of Anna Biller’s The Love Witch (though the two
films are, perhaps obviously, otherwise nothing alike.) It also features
the final completed score by the Icelandic composer Jóhann Jóhannson,
which drifts between sighing, swelling synths and apocalyptic thundercrashes of electric guitar. It is outstanding – arguably the film’s very soul
– though one wouldn’t want to listen before bed.

Revenge

Three Faces

Wendy Ide

Peter Bradshaw

Full marks for courage
to the French director
Coralie Fargeat who,
for her feature debut,
plunges into the murkiest territory imaginable
and tackles the revenge
genre. But unlike the
subversive art-house
ordeal of Baise-Moi by Virginie Despentes and Coralie Trinh Thi, or the
showily sadistic pyrotechnics of Gaspar Noé’s Irréversible, Fargeat
favours a camp, heightened, almost cartoonish approach. Revenge is
part trashy exploitation flick, part Looney Tunes romp.

Jafar Panahi has
here created a quietly engaging quasirealist parable, part
of his ongoing and
unique
creative
cine-autobiography,
full of intelligence
and humility and a
real respect for
women and for female actors. It is gentle, elusive, and redolent of this
director’s mysterious Iranian zen.

Italian actor Matilda Lutz stars as Jen, a resourceful young woman who,
after a trip with her boyfriend goes wrong, finds herself forced to slaughter her lover and his hunting buddies one by one. She does so with a
great deal of flair, despite first having been pushed off a cliff, impaled
on a tree and self-medicated with industrial-strength peyote. The violence is so eye-poppingly extreme, Fargeat’s props department apparently ran out of fake blood. This is wannabe cult cinema with its roots in
the midnight movie circuit. It’s certainly a wild ride. But one is not sure it
works as a feminist revamp of this most troubling of genres.

26

His films are always intensely watchable, though this one appears to be
reaching back 20 years or so to an earlier kind of classic Iranian cinema,
from a time when filmic language needed to be more encoded. It feeds
off and often directly alludes to classics like Kiarostami’s Taste of Cherry
and The Wind Shall Carry Us. There can of course hardly be any filmmaker alive more qualified to address in the audience in that vein, but
one was a little disconcerted that Panahi did not continue in his own
more modern, more directly humorous and explicit engagement with the
politics and society of modern Iran, the sort of work he showed us in
This Is Not A Film and Taxi Tehran.

June 1-15, 2018

04
Books

Revive Your Heart

Zakir Hussain: A Life in Music

Nouman Ali Khan

Nasreen Munni Kabir

This collection of essays is disarmingly simple, yet it challenges us to
change. To revise our actions, our
assumptions and our beliefs so we
can be transformed from within, as
well as externally.
It aims to help modern Muslims
maintain a spiritual connection with
Allah and to address the challenges
facing believers today: the disunity
in the Muslim community, terrorists
acting in the name of Islam, and the
disconnection with Allah. These
challenges and more are tackled by
Nouman Ali Khan, with his profound
engagement with the Qur'an, in his trademark voice that is sought out
by millions of Muslims on a daily basis. Nouman Ali Khan is a Muslim
speaker and the CEO and founder of Bayyinah Institute, an Arabic studies educational institution in the United States. Currently, he is recognized as one of the world's most influential Muslims, not only in the West.
His deep and profound bond with the Qur'an is at the heart of his work
and the focus of his teachings, which manage to reach out to millions of
Muslims from many different countries

Tabla virtuoso, composer and percussionist Zakir Hussain is an international music phenomenon.
The eldest son of the legendary
Ustad Allarakha, Zakir gave his
first public concert at the age of
seven and was immediately hailed
a child prodigy. In later years, his
masterful dexterity and creative
genius led to his becoming one of
the most sought-after accompanists to the very best of Hindustani
classical musicians and dancers.
Zakir Hussain is equally recognized as one of the foremost contemporary jazz and world music
percussionists; he has performed
at innumerable concerts both as a solo artist and with renowned jazz
musicians on the grand stages of the world, from the Royal Albert Hall
to Madison Square Garden. With John McLaughlin, L. Shankar and T.H.
Vinayakram, Zakir Hussain created music history with the band Shakti.
He has acted in James Ivory’s Heat and Dust and Sai Paranjpye’s Saaz,
and scored music for directors such as Bernardo Bertolucci (Little Buddha), Aparna Sen (Mr. & Mrs. Iyer) and Ismail Merchant (In Custody,
The Mystic Masseur); he has also played the tabla for countless 1960s
Hindi film soundtracks.

Fire and Blood
George R.R. Martin
Set 300 years before the events in
A Song of Ice and Fire, Fire and
Blood is the definitive history of the
Targaryens in Westeros as told by
Archmaester Gyldayn, and chronicles the conquest that united the
Seven Kingdoms under Targaryen
rule through the Dance of the Dragons: the Targaryen civil war that
nearly ended their dynasty forever.
The thrilling history of the Targaryens comes to life in this masterly work by the author of A Song
of Ice and Fire, the inspiration for
HBO’s Game of Thrones.
With all the fire and fury fans have
come to expect from internationally best-selling author George R.R. Martin, this is the first volume of the definitive two-part history of the Targaryens in Westeros. Centuries before the events of A Game of
Thrones, House Targaryen – the only family of dragonlords to survive
the Doom of Valyria – took up residence on Dragonstone. Fire and Blood
begins their tale with the legendary Aegon the Conqueror, creator of the
Iron Throne, and goes on to recount the generations of Targaryens who
fought to hold that iconic seat, all the way up to the civil war that nearly
tore their dynasty apart.
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Self Leadership and the One Minute Manager
Ken Blanchard
Twenty years after creating the phenomenal bestselling classic The
One Minute Manager, Ken Blanchard returns to its roots with the
most powerful and essential title in
the series as he explores the skills
needed to empower yourself to success.
In this captivating business parable,
bestselling author Ken Blanchard
tells the story of Steve, a young advertising executive who is about to
lose his job. During a series of talks
with a gifted magician named Cayla,
Steve comes to realize the power of
taking responsibility for his situation and not playing the victim. Passing
along the knowledge she has learned from The One Minute Manager,
Cayla teaches Steve the three tricks of self leadership. These three techniques not only empower him to keep his job, but give him the skills he
needs to keep growing, learning, and achieving. The primary message
of Self Leadership and the One Minute Manager is that power, freedom,
and autonomy come from having the right mindset and the skills needed
to take personal responsibility for success.
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