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Economics

Chinese loans: A
boon or a trap?
Muhammad Jehangir

According to a report, Pakistan expects to obtain fresh Chinese loans
worth $1-2 billion to help it avert a balance of payments crisis. Lending
to Pakistan by China and its banks is about to hit $5bn in the fiscal year
ending in June, as per recent disclosures by officials and the finance
ministry data.
The spike in China’s lending comes as borrowing from other sources
has become difficult. It may be added here that in February, Washington
initiated moves that saw Pakistan placed on a global terror financing
watch list, amid fears in Islamabad that it will hurt the economy. The new
Chinese loans that are being negotiated will help bolster Pakistan’s rapidly-depleting foreign currency reserves, which tumbled to $10.3bn two
weeks back from $16.4bn in May 2017.
Over the past nine months Pakistan has enacted a series of measures
to combat its current account deficit, including hiking tariffs on more than
200 luxury items and devaluing its currency by about 10pc. In the six
months to end of March, Pakistan took bilateral loans worth $1.2bn from
China. During this period the government also borrowed about $1.7bn
in commercial loans, mostly from Chinese banks. In April, Pakistan’s
central bank borrowed another $1bn from Chinese commercial banks
to buffer its reserve. In the same month, a group of Chinese commercial
banks lent $1bn to Pakistan’s government.
The decline in reserves and a sharp widening of Pakistan’s current account deficit have prompted many financial analysts to predict that after
the general election, Islamabad will need its second International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout since 2013. The last IMF assistance package
was worth $6.7bn. Beijing’s attempts to prop up Pakistan’s economy follow a deepening in political and military ties in the wake of China’s
pledge to fund badly-needed power and road infrastructure as part of
the $57bn China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a key link in Beijing’s Belt and Road initiative.
Apparently, the new Chinese loans are aimed to boost Pakistan’s
sharply declining foreign currency reserves, which tumbled to $10.3bn
last week from $16.4bn in May 2017. While loans may be a momentary
relief for our current reserves, they have unpleasant consequences for
Pakistan’s balance of payments and already large deficit. The widening
of our current account deficit makes it likely that after the elections, Islamabad will need its second International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout
since 2013.
Although Pakistan’s economic growth has soared to nearly 5pc, the
fastest pace in 13 years, the structural problems with the economy are
coming to the fore. It is similar to 2013. The gloomy macroeconomic outlook prompted the IMF earlier this month to downgrade its economic
growth forecast for Pakistan to 4.7pc for the next fiscal year ending in
June 2019, way below the government’s own ambitious target of 6.2pc.
So far, all the measures appear to have had a limited impact on Pakistan’s economy and foreign exchange reserves continue to nosedive.
In the past three weeks, reserves have declined by $1.2bn and now
stand at two months’ worth of import cover. The collapse of the reserves
is mainly due to the central bank’s efforts to maintain an artificially strong
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rupee over the past few years. The currency is now trading at about
115.50/116 to the US dollar, down 9.8pc in last six months after two separate devaluations since December.
The new Chinese money is in the nature of a temporary relief until August or September, when a new government will come into office and
the country may have to opt for a new IMF programme. Pakistan may
also seek help from Saudi Arabia which lent $1.5bn to Pakistan in 2014
to shore up its foreign currency reserves.
Due to declining exports, the current account deficit widened to $14bn
in the first 10 months of the current fiscal year. Dollar-denominated debt
repayments in 2018 are also expected to top $5bn. Part of the problem
for Pakistan has been a multi-year consumer boom accompanied by
huge imports of Chinese machinery for CPEC projects, which has increased pressure on the current account deficit. More recently, a jump
in the oil price has compounded the problem. No doubt, exports have
gone up in the last two months, helped by the devaluation in the rupee,
and that should help ease the current account deficit. But there is trouble
ahead as oil prices climb.
According to experts, the growing tendency to rely on loans from China
to finance the current account deficit needs to be curbed before matters
get out of control. Borrowing on commercial terms from state-owned Chinese banks as a way to finance the growing external sector deficit is
fast becoming the new norm, a fact that has very troubling implications
for the country.
As it is, Pakistan is under double pressure of current account deficit and
its sharply decreasing currency reserves. The collapse of the reserves
is mainly due to the State bank’s efforts to maintain an artificially strong
rupee over the past few years. The approach to fix the rupee rate could
further bolster the deficit, as devaluation of the rupee can lead to an increase in exports.
Experts have raised questions regarding the consequences of rising indebtedness to China. The government seems to have no comprehension of the long-term ramifications of such actions. Apparently, these
are not understood fully. The explanations being offered appear reasonable on the face of it, but that may or may not work out. According to
this narrative, we are borrowing in the short term to invest in long-term
increases in competitiveness, and once those investments begin to yield
results, the adverse terms of trade will be reversed and the debts incurred today will automatically pay themselves off.
Such optimism is clearly misplaced. Successive governments in Pakistan have a record of taking the money without worrying about the consequences or the strings that might come attached. The example of the
Musharraf regime comes readily to mind in this context. This time recourse to the IMF is being postponed with the help of bilateral loans
from China with no idea of how far we intend to go down this tricky road.
This is the price of failing to undertake structural reforms.
Regarding Chinese loans, we seem to have entered uncharted waters.
The fear is that as these loans grow, the deficits will persist. And no one
knows where all this will lead to.
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Elections

Is a delay inevitable?
Nasim Ahmed
Pakistan’s next general elections are scheduled to be held on July 25. But
will they be held on time? This is the question now being widely asked in
the country following some poll related developments over the past two
weeks.
The issues that have given rise to the question relate to pending litigation on delimitations in a number of districts and introduction of new nomination papers in accordance with the parliament’s decision, a move the
Election Commission of Pakistan has termed an encroachment on its jurisdiction.
As per past experience,a minimum of 25 days are needed to complete
the process from filing of nomination papers to the display of final list of
candidates. At least seven days are needed for filing of nomination papers,
another seven days for scrutiny of papers, three days for filing appeals
against the decision of ROs, seven days for deciding appeals by tribunals,
one day for withdrawal of candidature and the display of final list the following day. This means that the final list of candidates should be displayed
before or on June 30, to give 25 clear days for the conduct of the election
campaign. The target can only be achieved if all the hurdles, including delimitations, nomination papers and placement of caretaker set-ups in the
provinces, are overcome in time.
The Islamabad High Court, which is presently hearing the petitions
challenging delimitation of constituencies, has so far declared delimitations
of ten districts including Jhang, Jhelum, Toba Tek Singh, Lower Dir, Ghotki,
Kasur, Sheikhupura, Kharan, Haripur and Bahawalpur as void. Once all
the petitions challenging the matters relating to delimitation are decided
by the Islamabad High Court, these cases are expected to be taken up
before the Supreme Court by the Election Commission which is otherwise
all prepared to hold elections on July 25.
The withdrawal of the names of caretaker chief ministers of Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has further darkened the electoral horizon. On the
other hand, the Balochistan home minister, through a resolution in the
provincial legislature, has sought delay in the elections for a month because of monsoons and the absence of a large number of Pakistanis from
the country for performing Hajj. A few days ago, MQM’s Faisal Sabzwari
came up with a similar demand seeking election postponement. His plea
is that the general elections should be delayed till the third party audit of
the 2017 census and the consequent delimitation of the constituencies.
While the voices from Quetta and Karachi sought delay in elections in
an unambiguous manner, the PTI also contributed towards making the
elections doubtful by its surprise decision of withdrawing the name of Nasir
Khosa for the post of caretaker chief minister of Punjab. It may be recalled
here that a few weeks ago, Imran Khan had talked of possible election
delay due to complexities relating to delimitation of constituencies. Some
time back, the army chief, too, expressed apprehensions that elections
may be delayed for a month or two for the same reason.
A petition challenging the new nomination papers for the elections before the Lahore High Court has now been decided. The plea taken in the
petition was that the forms had been approved by Parliament in violation
of the prerogative of the ECP under the constitution. The petition asked
for the restoration of the previous nomination paper which has now been
done.
The ECP has faced severe criticism in the past for failing to handle delimitation and related issues in an efficient and transparent manner. The
commission follows a pre-set formula for the number of Provincial and Na-
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tional Assembly seats that a district is allotted. However, the final mapping
done by the ECP within the districts remains unclear and open to controversy.
Last week IHC, while annulled the delimitation of constituencies in
Jhang, Jhelum, Toba Tek Singh and Lower Dir, reserved its judgment on
five other districts namely, Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan, Chakwal, Battagram and Haripur. In all, the IHC is hearing 108 petitions lodged against
delimitation from Pakistan People’s Party, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf. According to the petitioners, a fair political
basis was not adopted for delimitation of constituencies and rules were
bent in many cases to create artificial boundaries.
Elections in Pakistan have always been a controversial affair. After
every election allegations fly about rigging, and results are challenged in
the court. The upcoming elections are especially critical as tempers are
high and parties have accused each other of resorting to pre-poll rigging
and other unfair means. PML-N leaders have already expressed doubts
about the fairness of the coming general elections.
In this charged atmosphere, the ECP will need to exercise extra care.
It must move expeditiously to address the concerns of various parties regarding delimitation, acceptance and scrutiny of nomination papers and
conduct of election campaigns. It should leave no stone unturned to ensure
the elections are fair and transparent so that no party has any reason to
complain later on.
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Environment

The challenge of
climate change
Nasim Ahmed

Climate change is no longer a political slogan or media hype.. As the rising
heat wave in Karachi and other parts of the country and freak snowfall in
parts of northern Punjab and KP show, climate change is now an ugly reality staring us in the face.
Germanwatch, a German think-tank, recently launched its latest Global
Climate Risk Index 2018 report In which it says that less developed nations
are more vulnerable to the phenomenon: "The Climate Risk Index may
serve as a red flag for already existing vulnerability that may further increase in regions, where extreme events will become more frequent or
more severe due to climate change."
Global Climate Risk Index 2018 analyzes as to what extent various
countries have been affected by the impacts of weather-related events, i.e.
storms, floods, heat waves, etc., while referring to the available data of 2016
and from 1997 to 2016. According to the Climate Risk Index for 2016, the
10 most affected countries were Haiti, Zimbabwe and Fiji, which were previously not in the list — thus showing how unpredictable climate change is.
The Germanwatch report has further stated that more than 524,000
people have died as a direct result of over 11,000 extreme weather events
and losses between the time period of 1997 to 2016, amounting to around
US $3.16 trillion (in purchasing power parities).
Pakistan is ranked 40th in the list, suffering 566 casualties, losing US
$47.313 million — equivalent to 0.0048 per cent of the GDP. Nine out of
ten countries who made it to the list of top ten climate affected nations in
2016 were not ranked in last year’s index, which shows how the human-induced climate change is bound to affect everyone regardless of race, colour
and religion. The United States of America is in the list on the 10th spot
and it suffered 267 casualties, losing the highest amount of financial losses
of more than US $47 billion — equivalent to 0.255 per cent of its GDP.
In the Long-Term Climate Risk Index (CRI), the 10 countries most affected from 1997 to 2016, Honduras, Haiti and Myanmar top the list. The
top three countries in the long-run (1997-2016) have been due to Hurricane Mitch in Honduras in 1998, Hurricane Sandy in Haiti in 2012 and Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar in 2008.
Pakistan is ranked 7th, with a death toll of 523 lives per year i.e. 10,462
lives lost in 20 years and economic losses worth US $ 3.8 billion — equivalent
to 0.605 per cent of the GDP in the 20-year period. During this time, Pakistan
had suffered from 141 extreme weather events, including cyclones, storms,
floods, Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs), heat waves, etc. In last year’s
long-term index (1996 to 2015 average), Pakistan held the same 7th position.
The study emphasises that over the past many years, Pakistan has
been one of the most affected countries vulnerable to climate change. According to the report, "Pakistan because of its geographic location has
been frequently affected by heavy monsoons in the past. Over the past 20
years, if we look at the extreme weather events in Pakistan, heavy rainfall
and flooding has severely affected the lives and livelihoods of its people.
Floods have badly affected the agriculture sector which has compromised
the GDP targets too. In the past, heat waves and possible cold waves have
also posed a a serious threat to the people."
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According to the report, the perception is common in under-developed
and developing countries that since the Western world has progressed
using coal, it is necessary to develop coal power plants. In the context of
wayward climate changes such an approach can entail dangerous consequences for Third World countries.
The German report recommends that Pakistan should think of reducing
its emissions, which can help to minimise the risk of extreme weather
events. Even otherwise, emission reduction is the responsibility not only
of developed countries but also of under-developed and developing ones..
Dr. Tariq Banuri, a senior environmental expert, was the Executive Director of Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC). He was also the Coordinating Lead Author of the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). While commenting on the report he said: "Between 1997 and 2016,
Pakistan lost an average of 523 lives per year i.e. 10,462 lives in 20 years,
which comes to 3.27 lives per million of population. As such, Pakistan was
ranked 4th in terms of property damage and the largest contribution to these
damage numbers came from the 2010 floods. Besides this, the country has
suffered from prolonged droughts (1998-2002, 2014-17), heat waves (2011,
2014, 2016, 2017 ), the 2014 cyclone Nilofar, and GLOF events".
According to him, the high rate of population growth has reduced per
capita water availability from an ample 5,200 cubic meters per person per
day to less than 1,000. Future projected population growth will reduce this
to less than 500 by mid-century, which will make the country dependent
on others for its food security. Climate change may reduce the water resources even further and this will affect lives, livelihoods and civic peace.
Despite tell-tale signs of climate disaster looming on the horizon, the
government of Pakistan has not yet addressed the issue with the seriousness it deserves. As we can see, the weather patterns and cycles are
changing fast. Summers are hotter than before, while frequent bouts of
freezing cold mark the winters. These are danger signals indicating that
worse lies ahead. It is time the government woke up and got its act together to meet the challenge of climate change. To start with, we must review the policy of setting up coal-fired power plants to solve our energy
problems. There is also need for a comprehensive environmental policy
to cushion the impact of climate change.
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Elections

Many a slip
Muhammad Hassan

Caretaker governments have been set up at the Centre and provinces to
hold general elections on July 25. All stakeholders are optimistic about fair
and free polls on schedule, but internal and external threats still can sabotage or delay them.
There is an impression in the country that the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) has compiled a long list of corrupt politicians and bureaucrats
and elections will not be held without completing strict accountability. It is
said the election could be delayed for a few months to purge the system of
corruption. People will welcome a strict and fair accountability process even
if elections are delayed. There are also fears that court verdicts can delay
polls. Delimitations in 10 districts, including Kharan, Ghotki, Kasur,
Sheikhupura, Bahawalpur, Haripur, Khanewal, Chiniot, Kurram Agency, Rajanpur, Mansehra, Swabi, Jacobabad, Gujranwala, Umerkot, Rahim Yar
Khan, Sialkot, Bannu and Chakwal, were set aside by the Islamabad High
Court (IHC). Over 108 petitions against the mapping of constituencies were
filed in the court. It is believed that many constituencies were redrawn on
political grounds and the same rules were not applied to them for the proportion of the population. It highlights flaws in the working of the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) as it failed to follow a set formula for the
number of provincial and National Assembly seats for districts. The final
mapping in many districts still remains vague and open to controversy.
Later, the Lahore High Court (LHC) also ordered the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to restore the old nomination form, triggering fears
that it would delay the election. However, the Supreme Court of Pakistan
suspended the order the next day. The issue of delimitation will also be
resolved timely. Chief Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar has reiterated
that elections would be held on time. It means there is no internal threat to
polls, other than the NAB action, which could force some parties to boycott
the exercise. NAB has already made its intentions clear. It has started an
investigation into the appointments of heads of oil and gas companies during the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government term. It has
sent notices to the heads of all government-owned oil and gas entities and
instructed the Ministry of Energy (Petroleum Division) to furnish records
linked to the appointments. The investigation covers the appointment of
Shahid Islam as the head of the Government Holdings Private Ltd.
(GHPL). His appointment was made by former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif. Shahid Islam had not even applied for the post and his age was
also above 62 but he played a major role in the liquefied natural gas (LNG)
deal with Qatar. NAB is also probing Pakistan State Oil (PSO) Managing
Director (MD) Sheikh Imranul Haq, who was heading a company of the
Engro group which was involved in dealing with the LNG terminal. Once
the LNG terminal contract was awarded to Engro, Haq was appointed as
the head of PSO. Since PSO was importing LNG and Engro was the terminal operator, it equated to a conflict of interests.
Almost all top leaders of the PML-N are under investigation on corruption charges. Investigations are in the final stage against former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, Prime Minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and Railway Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique. NAB
is also probing the multi-billion Orange Line Metro Train project in Lahore.
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Former Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s son-in-law Ali Imran could
be arrested anytime as he failed to appear before NAB despite many summons in the Saaf Pani Company scandal. Many high-profile arrests are
expected in weeks. Pakistan Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar reprimanded
Shahbaz Sharif after he failed to satisfy the court on the hiring of and payment of hefty salaries to government officials appointed as heads of 56
public sector companies. The Minhajul Quran case, in which 14 people
were killed by the police, is also being heard daily and Shahbaz Sharif
could be arrested for his alleged role in it. The PML-N could boycott the
election if it happened.
The real threat to elections comes from abroad. ECP Secretary Babar
Yaqoob told the Senate recently that according to his assessment, there
was a possibility of attempts to sabotage polls. “We think that an effort will
be made at international level to sabotage the elections but it would not
be appropriate to share details. We are ready to inform you in an in-camera
meeting,” he said in a briefing to the Senate Standing Committee on the
Interior about security arrangements for the election. The Taliban were the
biggest threat to polls in 2013 and intelligence reports from Afghanistan
say they have set up training camps near the Pakistan border. Elections
and peace in Pakistan could be their prime targets. Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Karachi are most vulnerable.
According to the plan, the ECP has decided to install surveillance cameras at only 20,000 of 85,000 polling stations across the country. According
to electoral rolls, 105.96 million voters will be able to cast their vote in the
elections. Of these, 59.22m are male and 46.73m female, with the gender
gap between male and female rising to around 12.5m. According to the
figures, 55.9 per cent of the registered voters in Pakistan are males while
only 44.1pc are females. The numbers are approximately 23 per cent
higher than the figures for the 2013 elections when the total number of voters stood at 86.19m. Punjab tops the list with the largest number of voters
with a total of 60.67m voters (23pc increase from 2013), of which 33.68m
are male and 26.99m female. A total of 22.39m voters (18pc increase over
2013) are registered in Sindh, of which 12.44m are male and 9.95m are
female. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the third largest province of the country, is
home to 15.32m registered voters (25pc higher than 2013) including 8.71m
male and 6.61m female voters. Balochistan has a total of 4.3m registered
voters — 29pc more than 2013 — including 2.49m male and 1.81m female
voters. In the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), 2.51m voters
would be able to exercise their right of voting while 0.77m are registered
with the ECP from the capital territory.
However, the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA)
has said it will be hard to install quality biometric machines at 85,000
polling stations. It means objections will again rise against the fairness of
the election, like the 2013 polls, even if they are held on time. The Pakistan
Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency (PILDAT) has also
termed the pre-poll process in the country “unfair” in its latest assessment
report. The circumstances indicate the practice of the last election will be
repeated again but it will not be the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) which
would have to stage a sit-in at Islamabad.
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Provinces

After FATA’s integration
Muhammad Ali

The merger of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) offers a number of opportunities to locals but also
poses serious challenges for Pakistan, which need to be resolved on an
emergency basis, otherwise it will strengthen the hands of the vested interests opposed to the integration.
People of FATA have suffered immensely because of terrorism and extremism. Their lives and families have been torn apart, homes and villages
destroyed, hundreds and thousands are still missing. Youths are uneducated and unemployed. They urgently need quality schools, hospitals,
roads, jobs, clean drinking water and other basic facilities. It will take time
to provide all civic facilities to them and they can wait for them. However,
they will badly miss speedy justice under the old Jirga system if reformed
police and justice systems are not provided to them immediately. The government should enforce an effective system for speedy and cost-effective
justice to tribal people to stop dissenting voices from growing.
According to some analysts, interim regulations enforced in the region
are against human rights. The Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR) have
been repealed, but unbridled discretion has been granted to authorities in
dispensing justice. The interim law, exercised in addition to the temporary
structure assumed by provincial and federal authorities, extends the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and High Court, provisions of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898, pertaining to security and the provision of
bonds, and enforces 119 laws in the tribal areas. The seven agencies, Bajaur, Khyber, Kurram, Mohmand, Orakzai, and North and South Waziristan,
have been re-titled as tribal districts while existing tehsils and Frontier Regions (FR) will be considered to be sub-divisions. Political Agents (PA) will
be re-designated as deputy commissioners while additional and assistant
political agents will become additional and assistant commissioner officers.
Assistant commissioners will also have the powers of a magistrate. The
FATA Secretariat has been given the powers to re-designate other posts.
The administration system has serious flaws. The law allows deputy
and assistant commissioners to act as judge, jury and executioner by authorising them to act as district and first class magistrates, respectively.
Commissioners can transfer cases to a council of elders, appointed by a
DC and presided over by an AC, who in turn would be considered as a
judge by the governor, upon the request of one or both parties. Civil disputes that threaten peace can be assigned to the council of elders or a
“qaumi jirga” with an aim to reach resolutions in accordance with tribal customs. In criminal references, the same shall pass orders in accordance
with the findings of the majority of the council of elders. Where the system
allows parties to voice apprehension in the selection of the council, it also
grants the DC the power to dismiss the reservations. Decrees penned by
the DC or the appellate authority shall be considered “final settlement”,
carrying the same weight as a civil court verdict, but no civil or criminal
court shall have the jurisdiction to question the legality of the decision.
The system favours offenders by limiting the conditions of a life sentence to 14 years of rigorous imprisonment. Arrests without warrants are
legalised in situations where there is a reason to “believe” the suspect has
committed or attempted to commit a crime under Section 496(a) of the
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Pakistan Penal Code (PPC). Similarly, a person found carrying arms in a
manner deemed “suspicious” or with intent to using it unlawfully or evading
arrest shall be liable to be fined and arrested, with the ammunition being
confiscated. The law outlines executing of sureties or bonds for a person
likely to commit a wrongful act that “may” disrupt peace. A person who fails
to submit sureties is liable to be detained until the amount is paid or the
period outlined in the surety expires. The assertion that a person cannot
be prosecuted or punished for the same offence more than once is contradicted by the allowance for a DC to start fresh proceedings against a
person who has served a prison term for failure to submit security, but is
deemed a “habitual” or “hardened” criminal.
The regulations grant DCs complete authority to forfeit assets of those
“believed” to have colluded or committed serious offences – defined as
crimes punishable with imprisonment for more three years. Any property
suspected to be in use for criminal acts or harbouring offenders can be
sealed, disposed or transferred to the government of Pakistan if the owner
or the tribe fails to organise the surrender of the suspects. The DC has
also been given the authority to issue notices to complainants if accusations are found to be of malicious intent or otherwise falsified. The appellant may be liable to pay fines as compensation to the victim. The DC has
the authority to pardon accomplices directly or indirectly involved in all
crimes, except murder, as long as the accomplices agree to become prosecution witnesses. The decision to release an accused arrested for a nonbailable crime is a prerogative granted to the DC. The regulation states
that if a DC finds no reasonable ground to believe that the offence is nonbailable, the accused can be released on bail with or without sureties for
appearance. However, the suspect can be rearrested on the directions of
the FATA Tribunal or the appellate authority. A review of the verdict passed
by the DC or judge can be challenged in a high court within 30 days.
The Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) of Maulana Fazlur Rehman and
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party of Mahmood Khan Achakzai opposed the
idea of merger from the outset to protect their political influence in the region, which has largely been eroded by the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
of Imran Khan. It was also a difficult decision for the former ruling party of
ex-Prime Ministers Nawaz Sharif and Shahid Khaqan Abbasi because Fazlur Rehman and Mahmood Achakzai were its staunch allies. It is said the
former government could not delay the merger because of pressure by the
establishment which wanted to consolidate gains from its peace efforts
with civil administration and fundamental rights to locals after years of military operations against militants in the area. The idea of making FATA an
independent province was also discussed at length but rejected on the
basis that it was not feasible under the current situation as autonomy to
the region under the 18th Amendment could not be beneficial to the country as the area is the still the focus of enemies of Pakistan.
The merger of FATA with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is a huge development
for locals. It is clear that an independent province is the permanent solution
to problems of the tribal people. However, they will have to wait for it for
few more terms. In the meantime, they should be provided with the fruits
of a democracy which is expected to improve in the next government.
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Politics

Alliances ahead of polls
Muhammad Zain

Smaller political and main religious parties have formed alliances to grab
their share in the election after the mainstream Pakistan Tahreek-i-Insaf
(PTI), Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) have announced contesting polls independently. The PTI
hopes to win the next election with majority, but still religious and regional
parties will play a vital role in the formation of the next government.
The PTI has changed the dynamics of Sindh politics after it forged an
alliance with the Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA), led by Pir Pagara.
Under the agreement, the family of the late Makhdoom Amin Fahim has
dissociated itself from the PPP and announced contesting the election independently. It is a big blow to the PPP as the Makhdooms of Hala have
left the party after a 51-year-long association. The Makhdooms, who are
spiritual leaders of the Sarwari Jamaat, not only have great influence in
Hala in Matiari district, which is their hometown, but also in other districts
of Sindh. Makhdoom Talibul Maula, who was also a famous Sindhi poet,
was one of founding members of the PPP. His association with the party
started in 1967 and his son Amin Fahim stood by the party till his death,
though his relations with Asif Ali Zardari had strained after the assassination of Benazir Bhutto. The family has decided to field its own candidates
against the PPP. The Makhdoom family had bagged one National Assembly and three Sindh Assembly seats in the last general elections. It is expected to perform even better after entering into an alliance with
likeminded parties against the PPP. It has great influence in Matiari, Sanghar, Tharparkar, Umerkot and Khairpur districts.
According to reports, PTI’s Shah Mehmood Qureshi will contest the
election in NA-229, Tharparkar, where Arbab Ghulam Rahim and the
Makhdoom family have a considerable vote bank. Makhdoom Naimatullah,
son of Fahim, had also won the provincial assembly seat PS-55, which is
part of NA-229. In return, Qureshi will support Makhdoom Saeed, another
son of Fahim, who is expected to contest the elections from a constituency
of Umerkot. The Pagara-led Hurr Jamaat is also likely to support him. In
another development, former Sindh Home Minister Dr. Zulfikar Ali Mirza
and his wife and former National Assembly Speaker Fehmida Mirza have
parted ways with the PPP and announced that they would contest the elections on the Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA) platform. The alliance can
harm PPP’s bid for re-election in the province.
The PPP could face a possible alliance of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and the Pakistan Sarzameen Party (PSP) in Karachi and a
coalition of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and other parties in other
parts of Sindh. Though an alliance of the MQM and the PSP has broken,
yet they can join hands against the PPP before the election. There are still
chances of the merger of the two parties under a new name. It is difficult
for the MQM to continue its politics in the name of its founder. However, if
it merges with the PSP once again, it will be hard for them to woo voters,
who have traditionally voted for the MQM. In the situation, the PPP and
the PTI will have better chances of winning more seats from Karachi and
Hyderabad. On the other hand, if the MQM and the PSP contest elections
independently, the PPP and the PTI can win even more seats in Karachi
than the last election.
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On the other hand, the Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA) and the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid (PML-Q) of Shujaat Hussain have also joined
hands. They agreed to bring all likeminded parties and individuals, including disgruntled leaders of the PML-N, on the platform to make a formidable
political entity ahead of elections. The alliance was formed a couple of
days after a group of PML-N MNAs and MPAs parted ways with the Sharif
brothers and launched the South Punjab Province Front for the creation
of a new province. The GDA is also in talks with the newly revived Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA). The PML-Q is also part of an alliance of four
parties in the Punjab. The Pakistan Awami Tehreek, Sunni Ittehad Council
and Majlis Wahdatul Muslimeen are its members. The party of Shujaat
Hussain is also in contact with the PTI, which is not willing to form an alliance with any party before elections. However, Pakistan Awami Tehreek
(PAT) of Dr. Tahirul Qadri, PML-Q and the PTI have a long association.
Five religious parties of the country have also revived an old alliance
in the name of Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), with the manifesto of the
protection of the Islamic identity of the country, its safety and democratic
stability, 10 years after it was dissolved over differences following its golden
period in the Musharraf era. The future of the alliance appears to be uncertain as it no longer enjoys the backing of the establishment and it will
be a great achievement if it bags more than one dozen seats of the National Assembly in the election. One party of the past alliance, Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam of Maulana Samiul Haq, is not part of it, which has weakened it considerably, especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), which have been merged with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The MMA fancied its chances in the election after religious
parties performed well in by-polls in Lahore and Peshawar. However, it
was Brelvi Tehreek-i-Labbaik, headed by a firebrand Khadim Rizvi, that
had outperformed other religious parties and it is also not part of the alliance. The MMA aims to target Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.
Like the past, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will be its prime target. To counter it,
the PTI has forged an electoral alliance with the JUI-S of Maulana Samiul
Haq, who is a staunch opponent of Maulana Fazlur Rehman. In the situation, the alliance is not expected to repeat its past performance.
Most analysts believe the PTI is in a strong position to win the election
with an absolute majority as it has fielded over 100 electables for the National Assembly. Most of independents will also join it after winning the
election. However, if the PTI failed to obtain an absolute majority, it will
have to form a coalition government with the help of other parties.
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Treason

Chronicles of
irresponsibility
Shahid Hussain

The “confessions” of former Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) DG Asad Durrani
in a new book have taken the country by storm. He was summoned by the
military leadership to explain his position and his name has been put on the
Exit Control List (ECL) to stop him from leaving Pakistan. He could also be
court martialled for maligning the image of the army and Pakistan.
According to his sympathizers, The Spy Chronicles provides an honest
insight into issues of Pakistan with India, Afghanistan and the US and it is a
valuable addition to books on Pak-India relations and important events in
Pakistan’s recent past. “Call me cynical or nihilist but I feel it is realism to say
there will be no meaningful talks on Kashmir between India and Pakistan for
the foreseeable future,” is an apt description of Indian obduracy on Kashmir.
According to his critics, it was unwise for an ex-ISI DG to sit with a former
Research and Intelligence Wing (RAW) chief and discus the Mumbai attacks,
Afghanistan, Kargil, Kashmir, Osama bin Laden and other national issues of
Pakistan. According to them, even former RAW Chief A.S. Dulat was shocked
at his “revelation,” made under the influence of liquor and it could be a successful secret mission of the Indian intelligence agency to elicit information
from a self-centered and talkative former general to harm Pakistan.
Discussing weaknesses of Pakistani politicians and generals before a former RAW chief was also not a good idea. Talking about Nawaz Sharif, he
says, “I also thought he was paranoid about certain things. About what the
military might do, what the ISI would do, should he not have his own person
to head ISI? This is paranoia: thinking that if Asif Nawaz gets his own DG ISI
then there’ll be an army-ISI nexus that he’d be faced with. Sharif had had his
doubts about me, but his expectations suddenly changed and he now thought
he had his man.” To a question if Pakistan’s Deep State had kept Osama bin
Laden hidden, Durrani observes, “At some stage the ISI probably learnt about
it and he was handed over to the US according to a mutually agreed process.
Perhaps we are the ones who told the Americans ‘isko le jao’, we are going
to feign ignorance. If we denied any role, it may have been to avoid political
fallout. Cooperating with the US to eliminate a person regarded by many in
Pakistan as a ‘hero’ could have embarrassed the government.”
On Musharraf-Nawaz confrontation he observed, “I’m sure some saner
advisors were holding him back. Musharraf’s predecessor, Jehangir Karamat,
had resigned—or was made to resign—just a year before. A naval chief had
been sacked soon after Sharif became the prime minister. Riding roughshod
over an institution like the military was never a good idea. With our history, a
more deliberate course must have been recommended. But, of course, Mian
Saheb could only wait long enough. In September Nawaz Sharif concluded
that he would be uncomfortable with Musharraf continuing in the powerful
post. In August, Musharraf and I had a one-on-one. Musharraf invited me to
his office and said the government was bent upon publicly blaming the army
for the Kargil fiasco. Fine, I said, so what? He said he just wanted my opinion
on what would happen. I said, if I know Nawaz Sharif, he would continue to
be uncomfortable with you, as he was with Baig, with Asif Nawaz, and even
with Jehangir Karamat, who was a laid-back army chief, professionally sound
and who did not throw his weight around. Even after the 1998 Indian nuclear
tests Karamat said merely, prime minister, this is the army’s view, you have
to consider the political and economic fallout. But with him also it did not work
out; three months before he was to retire, he resigned rather than take a second more of the acrimony. So I told Musharraf it won’t work out with you. He’ll
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look for an opportunity to get rid of you. But this is not the right environment
for a political coup; ‘even banana republics nowadays have a facade of
democracy,’ I remember saying. So go ahead and think of the next step.
That’s where I left. It was clear that Musharraf could not launch a coup unless
there was a grave provocation. That rationale was soon thereafter provided
by Nawaz Sharif, when he sacked him on October 12. It was not just the decision but the way that it was carried out. Arre, the army chief is in the air and
you announce he’s sacked and order his aircraft to fly to Amritsar or elsewhere. It was a distasteful way of doing things but rather typical of Mian
Saheb. It turned out to be pretty costly.”
On the Mumbai attacks, he says “It remained the only incident in which I
decided that I would be available to any Indian and Pakistani channel to say
that whoever has done this, be it state-sponsored, ISI-sponsored, militarysponsored, should be caught hold of and punished. It’s not only about those
168 people dead, four days of carnage, etc. At the time Pakistan could ill afford its eastern front caught in a war. There were enough problems in the
west and within the country. I don’t know who did it, but there were questions
that David Headley named an ISI major. It created difficulties for us. Because
all these stories have floated around, people can go ahead and investigate.
For eight years both of us have advocated joint investigation, joint trial, intelligence sharing, get on with the anti-terrorism mechanism, etc., for the simple
reason that we can’t do anything until and unless this is resolved. Till then,
Hafiz Saeed, ISI, Jaish-e-Mohammed: it’s possible they had nothing to do
with it, that there’s a third or fourth or fifth party involved.”
Speaking on Afghanistan, he believes, “We may be a lesser culprit than
the Taliban or Ashraf Ghani or the US. Why is Haqqani network a network?
I also don’t know. You can keep creating a situation in which the culprit seems
to be Pakistan but not the people who have done so much wrong and damage to Pakistan: the US.” Regarding Sikh militancy, he says Indians were
naturally grateful for the help provided by Benazir Bhutto’s first government.
“I was quite surprised that the Indians took so long to make use of it. But
there was the link between the Sikhs and Kashmiris: by helping India, how
adversely are you affecting the Kashmiris fighting for their freedom, their
rights, and their grievances against the Indian state? The other parallel with
the western front is that Musharraf rounded up sympathisers to the Afghan
resistance, or the Taliban, sending hundreds of them to Guantanamo Bay
without any due process of law.”
ccording to former military ruler General (retd) Pervez Musharraf, the book
is not a conspiracy but sheer foolishness. “I was shocked when I found out
that a former ISI DG and a RAW retired chief have authored a book together.
How can two persons with different views co-author a book,” he told a news
cannel. Experts believe Durrani’s revelations have benefitted Nawaz Sharif,
who had been facing severe criticism for his comment on the Mumbai attacks.
According to them, the book diverted criticism to the Pakistan army, pressing
it to keep its own house in order. They believe Durrani has unveiled some
events in Pakistan which were highly classified. It is also clear that the former
RAW chief was very cautious and spoke little but Durrani’s narrative covers
over two-thirds of the book. Many former army chiefs and generals have written books but it is the first time that a former general discussed Pakistan’s issues with a former RAW chief. The idea is more disturbing than true or false
revelations in the book.
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Nuclear Deal

Can Iran withstand
US sanctions?
Shahid Hussain

The US appears to be serious about implementing threats of stringent
sanctions on Iran after pulling out of a nuclear deal last month but
ground realities are different for both countries. It appears US President
Donald Trump will decide against threatening allies to force them to
abide by restrictions on trade as he knows Iran has the ability to resist
them and limit their impact. Iran, on the other hand, may also agree to
reopen negotiations to give the US a better deal rather than endure
heightened sanctions.
According to analysts, hardliners in both Iran and the US will do
their best to sink both possibilities. Iran’s ability to resist US sanctions,
the world’s ability to ignore them, and Washington’s ability to enforce
them anyway will each play a key role in the calculations of international leaders over the coming months. However, Iran is no stranger
to intense economic pressure. It has weathered US sanctions for
nearly four decades, and survived the brutal UN sanctions imposed
over its nuclear program from 2010 to 2015. It has learned how to
avoid sanctions to sell its oil and acquire the products and raw materials it needed to sustain its economy. However, the United States has
also become more adept at cracking down. “Fifteen years ago, some
guy would set up a company in Dubai’s Jebel Ali port and load stuff
from wherever and ship it to Iran and no one would notice. Now the
detection systems and knowledge are leaps and bounds ahead,”
Farhad Alavi, a sanctions-compliance attorney at the Akrivis Law
Group in Washington, told the US media.
However, Iran has developed ways and means to avoid US sanctions and continue trade with the world. According to the U.S. Treasury
Department, 16 companies registered to the 15th-floor office-tower
suite of a building in Hong Kong appear indistinguishable from the
thousands of humdrum firms operating within the glass-and-steel highrises of the city, but all the firms, with names like True Honour Holdings
and Alpha Effort Limited, are front companies for the Islamic Republic—creative attempts by Iran to evade sanctions on the purchase of
military equipment, which were imposed on the country over its missile
program back in 2011. On May 8, President Donald Trump withdrew
from the nuclear deal negotiated by Iran, the United States, and five
other nations. The decision set off a scramble by Tehran to stave off
the sanctions that would snap back into effect, as the United States
began moving to reimpose them and bring other governments to heel.
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo warned that the United States
would apply “unprecedented financial pressure” through sanctions if
Iran failed to curb its nuclear and weapons programs and rein in its alleged regional meddling.
There is also high probability that US allies ignore Trump’s diktats.
Rifts between Washington and its European allies over trade and Middle
East policy will likely boost powerful voices to ignore Trump’s instruc-
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tions. China and Russia already appear ready to ignore US sanctions
as much as possible so long as Tehran manages to keep up its end of
the nuclear deal. The Bank of Kunlun in China’s semiautonomous Xinjiang region is just one financial instrument used by Iran to sidestep
sanctions. Iran has the potential to buy a lot of goods using Kunlun, because it is already sanctioned and operates outside the U.S. financial
system. A few countries like the UAE, which opposed the nuclear deal,
may agree to crack down on Iranian financial networks, but others will
require more costly sweeteners from the United States. China may demand an easing of trade rules, undermining Trump’s other policies. Russia may press for an easing of sanctions over its invasion of eastern
Ukraine and meddling in U.S. affairs. Turkey may require a return of the
self-exiled scholar Fethullah Gulen, the spiritual leader now living in
Pennsylvania and accused of backing a 2016 coup attempt, as well as
an end to US backing for Syrian Kurdish militias deemed a threat by
Ankara. Iran could also turn to Iraq, Lebanon, Afghanistan, or Syria,
where it has local allies. From a Middle East point of view, the US gave
them ISIS and Iran defeated it. Even some Iraqi Sunnis feel this way.
Iran’s clout is clearly rising in the region.
Experts believe Iranian traders will manage to make small deals, like
purchasing food products from neighbouring Turkey despite Washington’s dominance in the global financial system and fine-tuned ability to
detect suspicious transactions. But big firms will have a tough time purchasing specialized industrial products from Europe, like machinery to
manufacture automobiles, or the ingredients to produce pharmaceuticals. Banks around the world, many of which are connected via a European-based system that allows them to move money, will be reluctant
to finance or provide letters of credit for any dealings with Iran if it means
they will be cut off from the United States. The restrictions also make it
difficult to insure a deal or a shipment. However, Turkey, a NATO member whose relations with the United States have become strained, occupies a curious space. While it relies on Iran for energy, its robust
banking sector can’t afford to lose access to the US financial sector.
It appears Iran is prepared to face US sanctions, rather than give a
desired deal to US President Donald Trump. It feels it can weather US
sanctions when its allies side with it. Iran was forced to the negotiating
table when China, India, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and Turkey had
agreed to scale back their purchases of Iranian oil. Analysts believe
herding Iran back into such a corner is not possible now. The sanctions
had come into force after years of careful diplomacy by US officials,
which could be tough to replicate now. There is also all likelihood that
China and Russia will not back a US move for new UN sanctions on
Iran. The situation favours Iran and it appears US attempts to force it to
the negotiation table for a choice deal will backfire and further erode its
position as a world leader.
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Merger

FATA-KP: daunting
task ahead
Raza Khan

Finally, the now defunct Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) have
been merged with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province and thus the
long-drawn out process of making the former part of the rest of Pakistan
has been completed. Merging FATA with KP required changes in many
sections and clauses of the constitution of Pakistan, which was expeditiously and surprisingly done through the 31stConstitutional Amendment
recently. On May 31, the last working day of the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) government, President of Pakistan Mamnoon Hussain,
signed the FATA merger act into law which is now complete and irreversible.
Soon after the National Assembly and the Senate of Pakistan passed
the 31st Amendment Bill the provincial assembly of the KP also passed a
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resolution with a two-thirds majority, a constitutional requirement to change
the geography of a province. The KP assembly passed the resolution of
making FATA part of the KP on the penultimate day of its five-year tenure.
We have been warning in these lines against merging FATA with KP,
because of the numerous issues it would generate. Pakistani decisionmakers have also been cognizant of the issues and problems which the
merger of FATA with KP would generate. This was the main reason it was
put on hold for years and even the FATA Reforms Committee under Sartaj
Aziz recommended merger over five years. Nevertheless, it was considered important to make FATA part of KP. One assumes that the main reason the decision-makers wanted to merge FATA with KP immediately was
the security question. FATA, comprising seven districts and six sub-districts
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(frontier regions) straddle the PakistanAfghanistan border, the Durand Line, have
more or less been stateless territories till very
recently. Only military operations in the last one
decade against the local, national and international terrorists and militant outfits, including al
Qaeda, the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan and
their affiliates, have had restored order and the
state writ in these areas for the first time. Since
then it has been realized that mainstreaming
of the remote and rugged tribal areas is extremely necessary.
There could be no two opinions about the
necessity of the mainstreaming of FATA; however, the way which has been chosen to
achieve the task by merging it with the contiguous KP province, has been an egregious error.
There were other viable ways of mainstreaming of FATA, which included making it a separate province or establishing a self-governing
FATA Council for the region. Even imposing a
development emergency in FATA and carrying
out extensive multidimensional development
initiatives would have been instrumental in
mainstreaming the region. Mainstreaming
FATA, or any other region, primarily means developing it. It does not require merging it with
another region which is relatively more developed. In case of KP, it is not very developed itself so how can it mainstream FATA? The
basic strategy to mainstream FATA has been
faulty. But done is done, and cannot be undone. The main question after the merger of
FATA with KP is how best to avoid and escape
the issues and problems which the merger of
FATA with KP would give rise to. This would
need the management skills that our bureaucracy and political leadership clearly lacks.
In the immediate future, the most important
issues to deal with in post-merger FATA is how
to establish a vibrant and effective policing and
local government system. In FATA there has
never been any modern policing system and
local government structure. There is a plan that
the existing levies personnel (locally called
Khasadars), recruited on the basis of each
tribe to look after the law and order, are to be
imparted police training. However, this plan
raises many issues, because policing mean to
rise above one’s tribal or ethnic identities and work as a professional force.
So it would be well-nigh impossible to convert the levies force personnel
into police. If the authorities were to depute police personnel from the rest
of KP to the merged tribal areas they would not be effective because of
local tribal sensitivities. The only option is to raise a totally new police force
to man the erstwhile FATA parts of KP from among the tribesmen. However, the new force members have to be deployed mostly outside their
areas as deputing them in their own areas would be conflict-ridden. Nevertheless, raising a new police force to look after law and order duties
would be a daunting task. It is also important to note that there is a very
stiff resistance in many parts of the former FATA to introduction of policing
system on the pattern of the rest of KP and, for that matter, the whole of
Pakistan. Antagonists of policing in FATA argue that the region has a peculiar environment and culture due to which policing is not possible or
could be counterproductive. In other words they do not want to have police
stations and personnel to deal with them. This may sound strange, but the
dynamics of the former FATA are such that there is a lot of substance in
the argument of those who are against the policing system. Only time will
tell how the authorities are going to manage the situation.
Installing an effective local government system in the merged FATA
could be panacea to many problems and ills of security and governance
there. Although the outgoing PML-N government promised to hold local
government polls in FATA later this year, but who knows whether the PMLN would return to power after the July national elections. In case the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), which is seemingly the favourite to win the
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majority in the next elections, would form the government, it would hold
local government elections in FATA. Because the party has been very
much supportive of the local government system and it practically demonstrated that in the KP where it ruled from 2013 to 2018 by holding not only
LG polls but giving financial and administrative powers to the local bodies
despite many districts being won by the opposition parties. But whether
the PML-N returns to power or the PTI forms the government at the federal
level for the first time at the centre and for the second time in the KP they
would have to fulfill the promise of installing a local government system in
FATA expeditiously. There is no other way to establish the state writ and
carry out large-scale development work there without establishing local
government councils in different tribal districts.
More importantly, as mentioned earlier, the FATA merger with KP would
be only meaningful if large-scale development is carried out in the region
as simply a merger would not serve any purpose. The government has
announced to spend rupees one thousand billion in the next ten years or
hundred billion per year on the process of reconstruction and development
in FATA. But the question is, that from where would such a huge amount
come? Secondly, would this amount be sufficient to put the region on the
track of development? Insofar as the availability of rupees one hundred
billion for the development of FATA each year is concerned, one has
doubts that the government could raise such a big amount and that also
on a sustainable basis. Keeping in view the huge developmental challenges in FATA, where the whole civic infrastructure has to be erected from
scratch, the task is a daunting one, indeed.
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Economics

Deeper into the
debt trap
Muhammad Jehangir

As per figures released by the State Bank, Pakistan’s external debt and
liabilities have soared to a record $91.8 billion, showing an increase of
over 50% or nearly $31 billion in the past four years and nine months.
The external debt and liabilities of $91.8 billion as of March-end suggest
that the figure may touch $100 billion very soon as the country faces grave
challenges in meeting its growing external financing requirements. The
overall public debt including domestic, external and liabilities in rupee term
have touched Rs28,297 billion till March 31, 2018 indicating that each individual living in the country owed Rs136,700, keeping in view the total
population of 207 million according to the latest census results.
The $91.8-billion external debt and liabilities are higher by $30.9 billion
or 50.6% compared to the level recorded in June 2013 when the PML-N
government came to power. Of the total external debt and liabilities, the
government’s public debt obligations including foreign exchange liabilities
were $76.1 billion at the end of March. In the past four years and nine
months, the public debt-related obligations increased 42.5% or $22.7 billion, showed the central bank data. In June 2013, the external public debt
including foreign exchange liabilities stood at only $53.4 billion.
The pace of foreign loan accumulation grew in 2017 as Pakistan acquired $6.9 billion during the year in a bid to finance swelling imports and
repay external debt following failure to bridge the fiscal deficit due to low
exports and insignificant increase in worker remittances. The $6.9-billion
borrowing is the single largest annual accumulation of external debt in
the past four years, according to the State Bank of Pakistan’s second
quarterly report on the state of the economy. Since June 2013, the PMLN government has acquired a whopping $42.6 billion in external loans,
which is taking its toll on the national exchequer due to the mounting debt
servicing cost. Starting from July 2013, with every passing year, the quantum of external debt has kept growing due to the government’s inability
to implement policies that could have ensured sufficient non-debt creating
inflows.
Pakistan’s gross official foreign currency reserves as of May 4 stood
at only $11.16 billion. The government took no time in consuming the entire $1 billion Chinese loan received on the second last day of the previous
month. The gross official foreign currency reserves of $11.16 billion include loans of $6.13 billion the central bank has acquired from domestic
banks to shore up its reserves. By excluding these short-term borrowings,
the reserves are almost at the level recorded in June 2013.
Owing to the huge domestic and foreign borrowings, debt servicing is
now the single largest expenditure in the federal budget, estimated at
Rs1.62 trillion or 30.7% for the next fiscal year 2018-19. According to the
SBP, a sum of $5 billion was spent on servicing the outstanding stock of
external debt in just nine months of the ongoing fiscal year. The country
paid $3.52 billion in principal loans and $1.44 billion in interest on outstanding loans. In its Debt Policy Statement 2017-18, which the finance
ministry presented to the lower house of parliament early this year, the
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government admitted that during the last fiscal year the country’s external
debt increased at a faster pace than its foreign exchange earnings. Pakistan’s external debt as a percentage of foreign exchange reserves increased to a three-year high. Similarly, the cost of external debt servicing
as a percentage of foreign exchange earnings increased significantly.
Pakistan is currently not on an International Monetary Fund pro-
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gramme and therefore it is highly unlikely that multilaterals would extend
programme loans/budget support at lower rates than available on the market. This would imply that the the caretaker government may be compelled
to borrow from foreign commercial banks - a source that was unwisely increasingly tapped by the PML-N government, at rates that are close to 12
percent with an extremely short amortization period that may further compromise the flexibility to undertake policy reforms by the next elected government.
It may be added here that 2.5 billion dollars repayment on external
debt is due next month. Foreign exchange reserves on 11 May, 2018,
were estimated at 10.79 billion dollars as per the SBP website which
would decline to 8.9 billion dollars once the 2.5 billion dollar payment is
cleared and barring higher exports relative to imports (again highly likely)
Pakistan would have reserves to meet less than two months of imports.
Would these reserves be sufficient to provide a buffer against shocks to
the economy? The IMF undertook a survey recently in which it argued
that traditional “rules of thumb” that has been used to guide reserve adequacy suggest that countries should hold reserves covering 100 percent
of short-term debt or the equivalent of three months worth of imports. It
also said that there is a need to use "risk-weighted metric capital stock
used to assess bank needs covering potential vulnerabilities from falling
export income, sudden stop in short-term debt inflows, outflows from other
debt and equity liabilities”.
To improve the foreign reserve position, the government recently
mulled over a 28 billion rupee export package as a means to strengthen
exports but it must be borne in mind that the 180 billion rupee export package announced in January 2017 failed to raise exports, while imports continued to grow widening the trade gap.
The SBP's figures also reveal that the government borrowed two trillion
rupees during the first 10 months of the current fiscal year raising the total
domestic debt to 16 trillion rupees - already higher than 15.4 trillion rupees
estimated in the Economic Survey 2017-18. This would further constrain
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Pakistan’s gross official foreign currency reserves as of
May 4 stood at only $11.16
billion. The government took
no time in consuming the entire $1 billion Chinese loan received on the second last day
of the previous month. The
gross official foreign currency
reserves of $11.16 billion include loans of $6.13 billion the
central bank has acquired from
domestic banks to shore up its
reserves.
the next government if it opts to go back on an IMF programme as its standard conditionality is to bring borrowing from the SBP to zero. All in all, it
is imperative that the next government consult all the major mainstream
parties and form a consensus on how to deal with the debt pile left behind
by the PML-N government and how much, if any, to borrow to balance the
books by end June 2018.
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Pak-Afghan

Afghan baseless stance
against Pakistan
Raza Khan
While the relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan started to show some
improvement after the fourth round of talks under the Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan for Peace and Solidarity (APAPPS) recently in Islamabad, Kabul in a
display of total undiplomatic behavior objected to the merger of the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province.
APAPPS is a joint action plan for cooperation in the areas of counter terrorism
and reduction of violence, peace and reconciliation, Afghan refugees’ repatriation and joint economic development.
Afghanistan vociferous objection to the merger of FATA with KP is, although
legally meaningless, but politically it is of great significance in the context of mutual relations. Afghanistan based its objection to the merger on the premise that
Pakistan sovereign action contravened the 1921 treaty signed between
Afghanistan and the then British India. In its immediate reaction to the merger
of FATA with KP, deputy presidential spokesman Dawa Khan Menapal said,
“The Afghan government by realizing the colonial and inhuman oppressive system in the tribal regions believes that the unilateral decision aimed at stripping
the autonomy of tribal regions is not the solution while we have not the consensus of the people and the suggestion of the Afghan government regarding the
issue.” He further said, “But, Afghan government officials have declared Pakistan’s move on the merger of FATA as unacceptable and inappropriate.”
The Afghan government response to the FATA merger is such that it tried to
depict that the region was a disputed territory or part of Afghanistan so that Pakistan should first have discussed it with the other “party”. The inhabitants of FATA
never disputed Pakistan’s control over the region and there has never been an
uprising by them for separation. This is a conclusive example of the arguments
and claims of Kabul being totally unwarranted and unjustified.
Reportedly, officials in Kabul claimed Afghanistan shared its concerns regarding the matter through diplomatic channels with the Pakistani side and the
international community. “I think the Afghan government has the right to act
based on the commitments we have in the past and the agreements between
the two countries particularly between the Afghan government and the British
India,” said first deputy speaker of the senate, Mohammad Alam Ezedyar. “We
call on the international community to concentrate on the issue, because it is
another clear violation by Pakistan,” Afghan senator Ghulam Muhayyudin Munsef said. Interestingly, despite such appeals the international community made
not even a single statement against the FATA merger with KP. This is clear defeat for the Afghan standpoint on the matter.
The fact is that Kabul does not have any real enemy other than itself to
charge for its failure in restoring peace to the war-ravaged country. Therefore,
it has been trying to blame Pakistan for everything on the slimmest possible
pretext. Afghanistan, historically, has been a self-proclaimed and self-appointed
champion of Pashtun rights in Pakistan. Although we have been against the
merger of the two units on administrative basis but whether Pakistan decides
to merge and split its administrative units is an absolute sovereign right of Pakistan. Afghanistan’s objection to the FATA merger with KP is, in fact, based on
the assumption that the former has been an autonomous region and merging
it with KP has made it part and parcel of Pakistan. This is a totally flawed stance,
because FATA has been an integral part of Pakistan according to the 1973 Constitution and it has never been independent of Pakistan. Although it has been
the incompetence of successive Pakistani governments and regimes in failing
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to give a clear administrative status to the border region. The upshot of this has
been that the internationally-supported non-state actors in the garb of Muslim
militant and terrorist groups made FATA their rallying and staging ground for taking advantage of the power-political vacuum there.
On its part, the Afghan leadership has been blaming Pakistan for instability
and chaos in Afghanistan with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani continually charging Pakistan for not cooperating in the Afghan peace process. With each passing day the insecurity in Afghanistan is increasing and the Afghan government
seems to be helpless while US-led NATO finds itself on the horns of the dilemma
of what to do with the continuing instability. Kabul finds it difficult to stop its oftrepeated charges against Pakistan of supporting the Taliban, without doing
much to stabilize the state institutions. Objective analysis of the situation in
Afghanistan reveals that none of the foreign actors is more responsible for the
insurgency, political chaos and grave security issues in Afghanistan than the
Afghan political and social leadership. In other words, neither the US-led NATO
nor Pakistan, generally perceived to be the two most important foreign actors in
Afghanistan since the ouster of the Taliban regime in 2001, have been largely
responsible for trouble in Afghanistan.
Historically speaking, Pakistan has always been generally disliked, if not altogether hated, by Afghans for the unfounded reason that Pakistan, one of the
successor states of British India, has been in possession of Afghan territories.
Although the irredentist claims of Afghanistan on Pakistan have legally and politically no grounds, according to a thorough reading of history, but Afghans persist in this groundless belief and that is why they dislike Pakistan. For instance,
after the FATA merger with KP, Afghanistan’s former president Hamid Karzai
said that the merger will not impact the Durand Line. “While we are very happy
to see the removal of the oppressive FCR and the mainstreaming of FATA, I remind the government of Pakistan of the verdict of the Afghan people regarding
the non-recognition of Durand Line,” Karzai tweeted. This is the Afghan mindset
regarding Pakistan. It is important to note that certain of our own groups and individuals have been more loyal to Afghanistan than Pakistan. Mahmud
Achakzai is a case in point. Importantly, Karzai made the above-mentioned
tweet soon after hosting Achakzai in Kabul. Achakzai has been vehemently
against the merger of FATA with KP and it is now very clear that he has been
doing this at Afghan bidding. So people like Achakzai have to come clear about
their nationality and interest, or else it is binding upon the Pakistani authorities
to question them on their disloyalty to Pakistan.
The longstanding Afghan claim that Pakistan has been in possession of
Afghan territory is one of the many unfounded beliefs and legends of the
Afghans. For instance, there has been a deep-entrenched belief within
Afghanistan that Afghanistan remained invincible throughout history. Whether
it was the Persian Nadir Shah Central Asian Mongols, European British,
Eurasian Russians or Indian Sikhs all defeated Afghan rulers and made
Afghanistan part of their kingdoms or empires, or made it a sphere of influence
without annexing it as it was not worth it. China may be trying to improve Islamabad-Kabul relations and the US may be desirous of brining the two neighbours
closer so as to fight the Muslim terrorist group. But both Beijing and Washington
and every other international player must understand that unless Afghanistan
adheres to its flawed stance regarding Pakistan and its territories, no amount of
diplomatic efforts could improve their ties.
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US Imperialism

US-Iran relations –
the new face
Dr. Qaisar Rashid
On May 8, US President Donald Trump decided to withdraw from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) declaring that the agreement concluded on 14 July, 2015 was insufficient to meet the US needs. The other
signatory parties (Britain, France, Russia, China, and Germany), besides the
European Union (EU) are both dumbfounded and belittled, and they have
been offering moral support to Iran. The agreement which was endorsed by
the UNSC Resolution 2231, adopted on 20 July, 2015, had allowed Iran to
continue with an enrichment program to meet the needs of its nuclear energy
(for peaceful civilian utility purpose) through adopting a minimum enrichment
program, but it had put an eight-year sunset clause on the import of ballistic
missile technology.
The attached message Trump conveyed was also loud and clear: his predecessor, former US President Barack Obama, failed to foresee Iran’s regional
ambitions detrimental to the US interests in the Middle East (ME). Trump is of
the view that Iran’s nuclear capabilities cannot be seen in isolation from the
context of Iran’s behavior in the ME. This is how the problem was not with the
agreement per se but with the limited range the agreement covered or with the
areas the agreement excluded. Trump thinks that an alternative agreement
should be as comprehensive in nature as to constrain Iran’s nuclear and regional ambitions simultaneously.
The Trump office sees Iran’s regional ambitions in two forms. First, Iran’s
continuation with advancing its ballistic missile program, as the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps conducted ballistic missile tests on 8 and 9 March, 2016
in western Iran claiming that tests were possible under the UNSC Resolution
2231. Second, Iran’s support to its affiliated regional organisations active in
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Gaza Strip and Yemen. Precisely, of the two, Iran’s efforts
to advance its ballistic missile program is a point of major concern, though the
Trump office considers that both subsets of regional ambitions are inter-twined.
That is, the expertise in the development of ballistic missile program is somehow proliferated throughout the region making all pro-Iran sections or pro-Iran
organizations in the ME resort to the launching of mini-ballistic missiles on their
respective opponents. If the ambition of Iran to be armed with nuclear weapons
to influence the region has been stymied by the JCPOA, the ambition of Iran
to extend its influence in the region through a mini-ballistic missile regime has
been left unchecked.
The Trump office knows that the idea of disassociation between Iran’s efforts to acquire a nuclear weapon and Iran’s effort to carry on with a ballistic
missile regime was the brainchild of US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
who aired it in 2005. The office thinks that the US administrations led by George
Bush and Barack Obama failed to anticipate the relationship between the
growth and proliferation of Iran’s ballistic missile program and the state of regional instability.
Nevertheless, the sceptic school of thought related to the Trump office has
also raised objections on other sunset clauses mentioned in the JCPOA. The
sceptic school opines that Iran’s polite conceding to the clauses meant that
Iran must have constituted some alternative ways to achieving its goal of nuclear buildup and conventional arms development. The sceptic school got emboldened by Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s press conference
on 30 April, 2018, alleging that Iran had crossed the nuclear red line almost a
decade ago while developing secretly the Project Amad, and the same was
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The Trump office knows that the
idea of disassociation between
Iran’s efforts to acquire a nuclear
weapon and Iran’s effort to carry
on with a ballistic missile regime
was the brainchild of US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
who aired it in 2005.
not disclosed to the JCPOA.
The Trump office aims at achieving two goals. First, a comprehensive
agreement could be reached with Iran that could check not only nuclear ambitions of Iran but also its political ambitions in the ME. Secondly, no sunset
clause be offered to Iran thereby meaning that Iran would have to shut down
its nuclear and ballistic missile programs immediately. Nevertheless, the challenge attendant to this kind of effort is that it took the US and its allies about 15
years to achieve the JCPOA in 2015, and it may take much time and energy
to renegotiate a new agreement.
In the US-Iran equation, the US still enjoys an upper hand. The signatories
of the JCPOA are helpless because of two reasons. First, the tailor-made option
US has is to re-impose unilateral sanctions on Iran. Secondly, the US is demanding from its allies (some of which are signatory to the agreement) to share
the financial burden of the security which the US has been extending to them
for their presence in the ME. Certainly, this is bad news for Britain, France and
Germany, which are otherwise against US’s forsaking the JCPOA. The financial help of its allies is important for the US because US finds its resources
sapped in multiple engagements spanning over now one decade in the ME
since the Iraq war in 2003. In the face of the new US demand to share the financial burden, these countries along with the EU may prefer to leave Iran to
its own devices and may try to appease the US. Hence, the moral support Iran
has obtained so far from the other signatory countries of the JCPOA is
ephemeral. Further, Russia and China may veto any resolution against Iran at
the UNSC but they cannot stop the US from imposing unilateral sanctions on
Iran and from inviting secondary sanctions on themselves, if they continue helping Iran by importing its oil.
The critics lash out at the Trump’s decision in two ways. First, the US would
waste time to renegotiate a new deal and this renegotiation may take many
years to get finalized. Secondly, Iran may react by mounting more trouble for
the US forces stationed in the ME. On the other hand, Iran is bound to face
two challenges. First, how to brace itself for bearing US sanctions and international isolation. Secondly, how to forestall any regime change meant for replacing hardliners with moderates, though the prospects of the change are dim.
The concept of nuclear non-proliferation has assumed new meaning in the ME.
Nuclear non-proliferation has been linked to regional activities or ambitions of
a country. It is yet to be seen if this new definition is applicable to the ME only.
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Education

Persistence in gender
discrepancy
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

There may not be many countries in the world like Pakistan where such
stark discrepancies are found in female education and literacy. The Federally Administered Tribal Area (FATA), which has recently been merged
with Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, and Balochistan have the lowest female literacy rates – 13.6 and 29.9%, respectively; while Islamabad and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) have the highest, 92.9 and 82.8%, respectively.
The National Human Development Report (NHDR), released in the
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third week of May 2018, observed severe disparities in literacy levels
across different segments in Pakistan between more and less developed
regions, male-female, and urban-rural.
The comprehensive survey, conducted under the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), discovered that disparities existed between rural and urban areas. The literacy rate for 10 years of age and
above is 25 percentage points lower in rural areas compared to urban
areas. The relatively higher illiteracy rates for vulnerable categories such
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as women and rural dwellers indicate the intense deprivation of education.
The report says that overlapping dimensions of inequality along with
income, location, and gender had reinforced the education disadvantage
for country’s mushrooming youth population, consisting of 51% females.
Regional differences within the country, whether between provinces or between rural and urban areas, strongly affect access to education and primary school completion rates.
Baela Raza Jamil an educationist and advisor for Idara-e-Taleem-oAagahi (ITA), Centre for Education and Consciousness (CEC), believes
the issue must be given top priority by every elected government. Talking
to Cutting Edge, she says disparity is not only limited to gender in the country. Almost twice as many children from Balochistan, 47%, never attended
a school, compared to children in Punjab i.e. 24%. Similar disparity is visible between rural and urban areas as 37 and 19%, respectively, she says
while referring to findings of the report.
Ms. Jamil believes that income, gender and disability further reinforce
the inequalities in access to education for the youth. Despite a wide range
of policies, a quota system, special funding schemes and scholarship programmes aimed at making education more inclusive and increasing access to under-privileged groups, the enrolments present smaller
percentages from the lower social strata. These quotas and scholarships
are awarded only to children with influential backgrounds, she adds.
She believes that wealth inequality plays an important role in keeping
individuals in and out of school. As Malik and Rose (2015) note, “gender
inequities exacerbate wealth inequities at least in rural communities, where
among poor children, 74% of girls have never been to school compared
to 55% of boys. However, there is no gender gap among urban children
from wealthy families.”
Further quoting from findings of the research study, she says that overlapping geographical, wealth-related, and gender inequalities increase
when children enter school – only 15% of poor rural girls complete primary
school, compared to 40% of their male counterparts.
While referring to findings of the Annual Status of Education Report
(ASER) 2015, Baela Raza tells Cutting Edge that girls from poor families
are 20% more likely to remain out of school than their male counterparts.
Venita Christopher, an online writer and researcher, believes that Pakistan’s development mainly depends on increasing the female literacy rate.
“Therefore, the government should make it rule of the state that every girl,
whether in village or city or any area of Pakistan, should go to school or
college and they would get a stipend for it monthly along with books and
uniform. This will create competition among society and youth and force
all males to get better education,” she suggests in one of her blogs.
Venita Christopher lists a number of happenings of 2017, which could
bring about good news for female education in the country:1). On March 23, 2017, UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay
and the Korean Ambassador to UNESCO Lee Byong-hyun signed an
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agreement to support national capacity building to make girls’ right to education a reality in Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh districts in South Punjab
and Gilgit-Baltistan. This $3.4 million project between UNESCO’s Girls’
Right to Education Programme in Pakistan and the Korean International
Cooperation Agency aims to bring quality education in the remote regions
of Pakistan.
2.) The youngest Nobel laureate visited her hometown Swat Valley in
Pakistan on March 31, 2018, not simply to relive the memories of growing
up in her house but also to present her hometown with the gift of quality
education. She opened a state-of-the-art school using The Malala Fund
and her Nobel Prize money. In just a few years, Malala Fund has invested
$6 million in our work for girls’ education in Pakistan, from opening the first
secondary school for girls in Shangla to supporting Gulmakai Champions
across the country.”
Prof. Dr. Obaidullah, currently working for the Institute of Education and
Research (IER), University of the Punjab, welcomes Venita Christopher’s
optimism. But he has a different viewpoint of female literacy in the country.
He says that many of Pakistan's problems arise due to a lack of education
among girls: from early marriages leading to overpopulation to an increase
in crime rates. Strict laws need to be enforced for increasing female literacy
if we are to ever overcome this crisis, he tells Cutting Edge.
He suggests setting up more government schools not only in main
cities but in every corner of the country so that no one is deprived of an
opportunity to get education for lack of a school. He says that a government plan for a separate women’s university and women’s medical college
in Multan did not materialise despite the PML-N government’s five years.
In Pakistan, there are about 19.5 million children of primary age group, out
of which 6.8 million are out of school and 60% of them are females, he
adds.
Prof. Obaidullah says that overpopulation also forces families to neglect
their daughters' education as they prefer spending their savings on education of their sons. In many parts of the country, when a girl goes to a university to further her studies, it is seen as an un-Islamic act by a great
many families, as they have to study alongside male students there. The
only classes they are allowed to take are sewing, cooking and how to observe pardah by most families with religious backgrounds, regrets the educationist.
He says that we could not expect any major change in women’s literacy
overnight, especially in the face of bitter realities. The Pakistan Economic
Survey, 2017-2018, shows that gross primary enrolment for males was
94% and 78% for females during the year. While Pakistan’s overall literacy
rate remained static at 58%, female literacy rate was recorded at only 48%.
Therefore, adds Prof. Obaidullah, we should not harbour any illusion that
any outside force, foreign governments or individuals, can make our
women literate. It’s only we, especially those at the helm of policymaking,
who could change our destiny by educating our girls.
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Extremism

Fanaticism and
politics in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

Fanaticism is increasing very rapidly in Pakistan. The state has utterly
failed to root out all the factors and causes which are creating fanaticism,
extremism and intolerance in the country. On May 6, Pakistan’s former Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal survived an assassination attempt in Narowal.
A government official confirmed that the attacker, Abid Hussain, is affiliated
with Tehreek-e-Labbaik. The attacker has confessed that he shot Ahsan
Iqbal because in his views the minister is a blasphemer. However, in a
statement, Labaik leader Khadim Hussain Rizvi condemned the attack on
Ahsan Iqbal. “The party had not authorised any of its supporters to take
up arms. Tehreek-e-Labaik is an unarmed struggle to bring the Prophet’s
(Muhammad PBUH) religion to the throne,” Rizvi said. Almost all the political and religious parties have condemned the attack.
The attack on Ahsan Iqbal, former Federal Interior Minister, manifests
many alarming things.
1: The PML-N government has deliberately ignited religious hatred
and intolerance by changing the law related to the finality of the prophethood last year. The sole purpose of this move was to get the support of
Western countries for Nawaz Sharif, who has been ousted from the office
of prime minister in the Panama case verdict. But, now, the PML-N and
Nawaz Sharif are not accepting their blunder. Rather Nawaz Sharif, the
PML-N leader and former prime minister, said: "This is the result of the
distribution of Rs1,000 to the protesters. If the protesters had not been
given Rs1,000 each, perhaps this day would not have come. I would like
to know — and not just I, but many people would like to know — why the
money was distributed, and with what motive? This question remains, and
one day the reality will come to light. If this matter can be resolved now,
then it should be resolved now".
This insane move by the PML-N government has made another religious
party Tehreek-e-Labbaik more active under the leadership of Khadim Hussain Rizvi . Tehreek-e-Labbaik staged sits-in at Faizabad and Lahore against
the PML-N government. The party also launched protests across the country. The clerics delivered hate speeches, instigated the people against the
government and enhanced extremism and religious prejudice among the
people. Due to this instigation, Munawar, a religious fanatic, hit Nawaz Sharif
with a shoe in the Jamia Naeemia Lahore. Immediately afterwards, the man
jumped on the stage chanting a religious slogan. A day before this incident,
another religious extremist had blackened the face of Khwaja Asif, Pakistan’s former foreign minister, while he was addressing a convention in
Sialkot. The same day, a man, Bilal Haris, lobbed a shoe at interior minister
Ahsan Iqbal while he was addressing a workers’ convention in Narowal.
Then Abid Hussain, the 21-year-old suspect, tried to kill interior minister
Ahsan Iqbal. Tehreek-e-Labbaik which was born out of a protest movement
supporting Mumtaz Qadri, a bodyguard, who killed the governor of Punjab
Salmaan Taseer in 2011 over his call to relax blasphemy laws, has now be-
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Pakistan's establishment uses
the religious card successfully to
dismantle political parties and
political leaders. No doubt, it
has exploited the issue of blasphemy again very expertly
which has made the PML-N very
unpopular. But, it is also a fact
that the PML-N government has
handled this issue very poorly.
come a political party under the name of Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan. The
sole aim of the party is to punish blasphemy. This party is becoming very
popular among the people due to very sensitive religious issue.
2: Due to this attack, the PML-N will not be able to launch election campaign openly. This attack has created an atmosphere of fear among the
PML-N members. To save themselves from the attacks, now, many party
members would like to contest the election as independents. In the 2013
elections, which PML-N won, the TTP killed more than 70 people in attacks
targeting the Awami National Party (ANP), the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM). The ANP leader
Bashir Bilour was killed while Mian Iftikhar Hussain lost his son in these
attacks. Many other prominent candidates, belonging to different political
parties, were not able to campaign openly. The militants have also killed
former prime minister Benazir Bhutto in 2007, federal minister for minorities
Shahbaz Bhatti in 2011 and Punjab Home Minister Col. (retd) Shuja Khanzada in 2015. According to Pakistani thinktank, the Center for Research
and Security Studies, “since 1990 vigilantes have been accused of murdering 65 people tied to blasphemy”.
3: It is a sad reality that religious intolerance and extremism has spread
widely in our society. Even, schools, colleges and universities are not free
from extremism and fanaticism. Mashal Khan’s lynching in a University in
2017 is a tragic example in this case. Pakistan Human Development Report 2018 indicates “almost half the young people surveyed did not feel it
was okay to have friendly relations with people from other religions. Many
more felt that people of other religions should not be allowed to establish
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places of worship and should not be allowed to preach their religion”. Offended by Abdus Salam’s name, even, the National Assembly has unanimously adopted a resolution for renaming the Physics Department of the
Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, naming it after Muslim scientist Abu
al Fath Abdul Rehman Al-Khazini. It is very interesting that the PML-N government itself renamed the National Centre for Physics by honouring Pakistan’s first Nobel laureate Dr. Abdus Salam in December 2016. But, now,
the PML-N government has changed the name again. This act is a sheer
negation of Quaid-e-Azam’s vision of Pakistan, who said: “You are free.
You are free to go to your temples. You are free to go to your mosques or
any other place of worship in this state of Pakistan. You may belong to any
religion or caste or creed — that has nothing to do with the business of
the state”. The Quaid also declared “We are starting with this fundamental
principle that we are all citizens and equal citizens of one state”. This act
also shows that the non-Muslims are not considered equal citizens alongside Muslims in Pakistan, which is also a violation of the constitution. The
constitution says “All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to equal
protection of law”. There is also no inter-faith harmony in the country.
4: There are also some social, economic and political factors like
poverty, illiteracy, corruption, feudalism, etc., which are creating extremism
in our society. Haroon K Ullah, in his book Digital World War, writes: “Muslim nations have a long history of imperialism, colonialism, regionalism,
feudalism and factionalism, which makes them more likely to foster religio-political power dynamics. The power and resources that have historically been attached to religious leaders have long stood in tension with
secular, feudal, political power, now expressed by proxy through democratic electoral politics. Islamic political parties combine both types of
power, but with specific limits. Those who strongly favour religious identity
are restricted in their access to electoral means, and vice versa”.
Now, some religious parties, including the JI, the JUI-F, etc., have
formed Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal again. The purpose of this group is just
to acquire power on the name of Islam in Pakistan. These parties have
been exploiting religious sentiments of the people since 1947. They are
the real culprits who are spreading religious bigotry, prejudice, hatred and
extremism among the people. They are against educational, social and
economic reforms and development as in ignorance, their power and prestige, survives. Pakistan’s media is also playing its negative role in spreading sectarianism. Dr. Amir Liaquat Hussain, a controversial anchorperson,
loves to incite sectarian animosity in his shows. He is in the habit of passing hateful remarks against minorities. He likes to level allegations of blas-
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phemy, kufr and treason against other persons just to increase his programme’s rating. On May 25, Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra) has suspended his Ramazan TV show on Bol TV for
creating "unwarranted drama" on religious matters in his programme. Amir
Liaquat should be banned for life as he is igniting sectarianism, fanaticism
and extremism in our society.
5: Pakistan's establishment uses the religious card successfully to dismantle political parties and political leaders. No doubt, it has exploited the
issue of blasphemy again very expertly which has made the PML-N very
unpopular. But, it is also a fact that the PML-N government has handled
this issue very poorly.
Dawn writes: "The attempted assassination of Mr. Iqbal has dire implications for the upcoming election and for public safety generally. The TLP
is one of many groups actively promoting intolerance and religious hatred
in the country, but the politics of this organisation are particularly dangerous for national peace and cohesion. Once the controversy stirred after
the overhaul of the election laws had been resolved inside parliament, the
government ought to have handled the protests and the Faizabad sit-in by
the TLP decisively. Whatever the suspicions created by the chaotic and
catastrophic end to the protest in Faizabad, the PML-N governments in
Punjab and Islamabad appear to have been paralysed from the time the
protesters set off in Lahore until close to the end. Then, when action was
finally ordered by the centre and supervised by the interior minister, removing the violent protesters from Faizabad was a poorly executed operation. Incompetence allowed for total capitulation to be engineered. Yet,
there is more at stake here than just the incompetence of some in government and the cravenness of the state when challenged by religious bigots
and demagogues. The flames of hatred stoked by the TLP and sundry
groups to engulf the political process, the upcoming election and the country itself, can spread quicker than wildfire and may be impossible to stamp
out. Faizabad was a disaster and lessons should have been immediately
learned. It is not clear why the TLP’s status as a registered political party
has not been re-evaluated, the group’s leadership has not been investigated for violating anti-extremism laws and the national leadership has not
worked out a plan to mitigate violence in the upcoming election campaign.
Democracy is under attack, the national fabric is being torn apart and the
country’s leadership is preoccupied with power struggles".
It is the duty of the state to ensure that extremism could not become a
tool to rig the upcoming elections. Pakistan needs and deserves a real
democracy which can be achieved through free and fair elections.
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Your View
President: interim government

Askari Park “stolen”

THIS practice of appointing an interim set-up, and that too for a max-

I WOULD like to draw the relevant authorities’ atten-

imum two-month period, seems ridiculous for a debt-ridden country

tion towards the commercial use of a public park

like ours. If we were a prosperous and advanced nation such luxuries

known as Askari Park on main University Road on the

as an interim set-up would have been justified. The president of Pak-

site of the old Sabzi Mandi.

istan, who serves as head of the state, may further be entrusted with

The park was created during the Musharraf regime

the task of acting as head of the government for the interim period.

when the Sabzi Mandi was relocated to the outskirts of

In the past, both president (Asif Zardari) and prime minister (Nawaz

the city. The park was welcomed by one and all as it

Sharif) had been out of the country for at least two months on med-

provided a green lung to the people living in the vicin-

ical grounds and both the state and the government remained func-

ity, and thousands of others visit it daily.

tioning in their absence. My contention is: if the state and the

In recent years the park has been converted into a

government could remain functional in the absence of both the head

commercial entity. A marriage lawn/banquet hall

of the state and the head of stolen government, why is an interim

named ‘Askari’ has been established on two sides of

set-up required for holding elections?

the park, and no one seems to know who is benefitting

Interestingly, we have never heard of an interim president of the US

from this commercial activity. Now the park is being

or an interim prime minister of the UK for elections. If such practice is

further eroded, and an amusement park with huge illu-

observed in some developing world’s democracies, we are not bound

minated swings has been installed along the sidewalk.

to follow suit. Since having an interim government is binding constitu-

This will see a return of traffic jams on this busy thor-

tionally, the Election Commission of Pakistan could have resolved

oughfare.

this issue for the time being by requesting the president to act as

I urge the authorities concerned to restore this public

head of government as well. This step should have saved the na-

park and order an immediate stop to all commercial

tional money, and that money may have been spent on some devel-

activities in it.
Abu Annas

opment projects. The coming assembly should enact this low-cost

Karachi

and nation-friendly law.
Muhammad Javed
Lahore

THERE are no two opinions that the late Benazir

FATA-KP merger

Bhutto was a true daughter of Pakistan. She served

THE merger of the Federally Administered Tribal Area FATA with
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has paved the way for a better future of the
tribal belt’s five million people. The colonial era law, the Frontier
Crimes Regulations, has been done away with, which means Pakistani laws will apply to the former Fata. Besides, over five million
more people to KP will mean higher allocations for the province
under the National Finance Award, besides adding to the number of
KP seats in provincial and federal assemblies. FATA and KP share a
common ethnicity, and this mainstreaming will lead to a higher pace
of development for the tribal belt in the fields of business, tourism
and communication. The merger will also lessen travel hassles. Earlier, if someone had to go to Orakzai from Bajaur, he had to go
through Peshawar and Kohat, as there was no direct road link between these two places. Besides, there is no direct road connecting
all former agencies. Building such a road is next to impossible because of impassable mountains. FATA and KP parliamentarians will
be always been remembered by history for their historic decision.
Sarah Ahmad
Islamabad
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Benazir statue
the country with diligence as a politician and was way
above the petty politics that one witnesses today. It
was for this country that she laid down her life. It is
sad what her party has become after her death.
It is heart-warming that Ms. Bhutto has been honoured through a statue that adorns the Benazir
Bhutto Park at Boating Basin. The statute represents
the sheer intensity that every person has in the Benazir ideology. Everyone rues the fact that she is no
more among us.
I feel that the quality of the statute does not do justice to a great leader. It seems a pathetic attempt at a
slapdash copy that has been hastily carved and installed. The larger than life stature of Ms. Bhutto is
no where apparent from this statute. In fact, the
statute does her memory a blatant disservice.
A more professional and taller structure executed in
an artistic manner is needed.
Syed Jawaid Iqbal
Karachi
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Even in the shade, a car’s interior
can get lethally hot
Maria Temming
Don’t count on a shady
parking spot to save a
child left in the back seat
on a hot day.
A new analysis of temperatures inside parked
cars reveals that a toddler in a sunbathed vehicle would reach lethal
body temperatures faster than one left in the shade. But even in a shaded
car, a child could die from overheating within a few hours, researchers report. Researchers tracked temps inside three cars — a sedan, economy
car and minivan — that were parked in the sun, and another three parked
in the shade. Each car started at the outdoor air temperature or 29.4° Celsius, whichever was cooler. On days hotter than 38° C (about 100°
Fahrenheit), it took an hour for the average ambient temperature inside
the shaded vehicles to reach 38.3° C. For cars in the sun, the inside temperature hit a scorching 46.7° C in an hour, with surfaces such as steering
wheels, dashboards and seat covers getting even hotter.
The researchers then simulated how the body temperature of a 2-yearold would increase under those conditions. On average, a toddler’s body
would reach the potentially lethal temperature of 40° C (104° F) after
about 1.4 hours in the sun and about 2.4 hours in the shade. It happened
faster in some cars than others — a child left in a sunbaked sedan could
die from overheating in just an hour. On average, 37 children in the United
States die from heatstroke inside vehicles each year, and in more than
half of those cases, the children had simply been forgotten.
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As CO2 increases, rice loses B
vitamins and other nutrients
Susan Milius
By the end of this century, rice
may not deliver the same B vitamin levels that it does today.
Protein and certain minerals
will dwindle, too, new data
suggest.
Testing higher carbon dioxide
concentrations in experimental rice paddies in China predicts losses in four
vitamins — B1, B2, B5 and B9 — an international team reports. Adding results from similar experiments in Japan, the researchers also note an average 10.3 percent decline in protein, an 8 percent fall in iron and a 5.1
percent fall in zinc, supporting previous studies of rice and other crops.
(SN: 4/1/17, p. 28). Two bright spots: Vitamin B6 levels remained unchanged and vitamin E increased.
In experimental setups nicknamed FACE (free-air CO2 enrichment) in
China’s Yangtze River delta and near the Japanese city of Tsukuba, researchers grew a total of 18 varieties of rice. Piping exposed the rice to
CO2 concentrations elevated to 568 to 590 parts per million — higher than
the current level of 410 ppm, but in line with the current trend toward 570
ppm in this century.
The nine rice varieties from China, from three years’ crops and analyzed
in their unrefined brown form, differed in degree of vitamin loss. On average, B1 levels (thiamine) declined 17.1 percent; B2 levels (riboflavin), 16.6
percent; B5 (pantothenic acid), 12.7 percent; and B9 (folate), 30.3 percent.
Such declines in rice nutrients could hit economically strapped populations
in Asia the hardest.
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Health

Tablets and smartphones harm sleep
Alan Mozes
Are tablets, smartphones and laptops robbing Americans of shut-eye? Absolutely, said researchers who found that the unending entertainments and
the light the devices emit are a powerful, slumber-killing combo.
The finding comes from a small analysis of nine otherwise healthy adults in
their 20s. Their sleep was tracked after five straight nights of unrestricted tablet
use, and then compared to their sleep patterns after reading printed materials
alone. It wasn't just that light from electronic devices suppressed their secretion
of melatonin, the sleep-regulating hormone, study author Jeanne Duffy said.
Researchers expected that based on other studies. "What was new was that
participants (who used electronic devices) would choose to go to bed significantly later, even though they knew they had to wake up at 6 a.m.," Duffy said.
But exactly how a tablet's glow interferes with sleep remains unclear. Duffy,
a neuroscientist at Brigham and Women's Hospital, and an associate professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School in Boston, suggested there
could be several possible explanations. For one, she noted, the human
body's 24-hour circadian clock is "very sensitive" to the blue light that elec-

tronic devices give off. Or it might be the brightness: People tend to hold
screens close to their face, filling their visual field with light. "It could be that
the participants were living in our lab for the entire study and not getting
bright outdoor light so, relatively, the screen light was quite bright," Duffy
added. "We want to do future studies to tease apart those effects."

Could an egg a day keep heart disease away?
Kathleen Doheny
Could an egg a day keep heart disease away, despite warnings in the past
that the cholesterol was bad for your heart? Chinese researchers suggest it
might, after their study following more than 400,000 adults for about 9 years
found an egg a day lowered the chance of heart disease and strokes. "Among
Chinese adults, a moderate level of egg consumption, up to less than an egg
a day, was significantly associated with lower risk of cardiovascular disease,"
the researchers report.
In the study, eating an egg daily lowered the odds of dying from heart disease by
18% and cut the risk of hemorrhagic stroke by 28%, when compared with those
who never, or rarely, ate eggs. This was true even after the researchers took into
account other things that could affect risk, such as diet and exercise. Hemorrhagic
strokes happen when a blood vessel in the brain bursts. But U.S. consumers
should take the egg news with a grain of salt, says Alice Lichtenstein, DSc, Gershoff professor of nutrition science and policy at the Cardiovascular Nutrition Laboratory at Tufts University in Boston. She was not involved in the study.
"It's an interesting study, but we can't really draw conclusions (for the U.S.)
because they consumed so little cholesterol,'' says Lichtenstein, who is also
a spokeswoman for the American Heart Association. She says most of the
Chinese participants actually ate few eggs. From 2004 through 2008, the researchers from Peking University Health Science Center in Beijing and other
institutions recruited more than a half million Chinese adults, ages 30 to 79,
from 10 sites in China. They disqualified those who had a history of cancer,
heart disease, stroke, or diabetes, ending up with more than 400,000 people.
They asked all participants how many eggs they ate and how often.
At the start of the study, about 13% of the participants reported eating eggs
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every day -- three-fourths of an egg, on average. And 9% said they never or
rarely ate eggs, eating on average a quarter of an egg daily. Overall, the average among all participants was about half an egg a day. The researchers
tracked which of the participants had heart disease or strokes over the 9-year
follow-up period. They found nearly 84,000 cases of heart disease or stroke.
Almost 10,000 died from heart disease or stroke.
The study found an association, or link, but cannot prove cause and effect.
The researchers cite other research that found cholesterol from eggs had no
net effect on the chance of having heart disease. They say other things that
are in eggs could help explain the link they found with heart health. But the
scientists also note the study’s limitations, such as relying on people to remember and record what they ate, which is always subject to error. Over the
years, the issue of eggs and heart health has been controversial.
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Filmworker

This is Congo

Simran Hans

Cath Clarke

When he was a
young man, Leon Vitali looked like a
screen star. A floppy
haired TV actor in
the
1970s,
this
pouty-lipped pretty
boy found fame as
Lord Bullingdon in
Stanley
Kubrick’s
1975 drama Barry Lyndon. The present-day Vitali hardly seems like the
same man; blond hair under a bandana and wearing rock’n’roll sunglasses, he no longer has the well-keptness of a pampered actor.
In this edifying, occasionally troubling documentary, we learn that Vitali gave up acting, choosing instead to learn the craft of film-making
from Kubrick’s side. Beginning his apprenticeship on the set of The
Shining, Vitali spent the best part of 30 years learning the intricacies
of colour grading, Foley artistry, casting, trailer cutting and more, fuelled by an almost masochistic dedication to the auteur’s vision. He
would even go on to finish Eyes Wide Shut when Kubrick died before
its completion.

The Little Vampire
Mike McCahill
German author
Angela SommerBodenburg’s
tales of a pintsize bloodsucker
have
already
generated
one
h a l f - t e r m
timekiller, a Europuddingy liveaction adaptation of 2000, chiefly of note for being directed by
Christiane F’s Uli Edel. Eighteen years on, there follows this similarly
cross-continental digimation, attempting to monetise whatever brand
awareness the books have among a new generation, and – more
specifically – steal a commercial march on Adam Sandler’s third Hotel
Transylvania offering.
Its generically designed, jerkily swaying characters are only the most
visible sign we’re in the hands of algorithms, not artisans. The one boon
it might offer accompanying adults is a certain pace. It takes under 80
minutes for undead Rudolph (voiced by Rasmus Hardiker) and mortal
Tony (Amy Saville) to forge the friendship that sees off ruthless vamp
hunter Rookery (Jim Carter). Directors Richard Claus and Karsten Kiilerich double down on the action: there’s plentiful swooping around
Black Forest landscapes, and the sight of a flying heifer taking down a
helicopter with its dung counts as some kind of first. Yet the absence of
nuance, wit and judicious pauses for either reflection or emotion means
it quickly succumbs to numbing relentlessness.
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Photographerturned-filmmaker
Daniel McCabe’s
This Is Congo
feels like the documentary equivalent of a long read
about the humanitarian crisis in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo. The film’s potted history in 92 minutes (delving into the complexity of the DRC’s colonial history, post-independence power struggles,
foreign meddling and corruption) will no doubt frustrate experts as superficial. But here’s a necessary reminder of a conflict that has gone on
for so long that the world seems to have disengaged and moved on to
other war zones.
McCabe interviews two soldiers; one of them a high-ranking officer, the
other a charismatic young colonel who boasts that his soldiers have
been trained in human rights. (Earlier in the film we watch a few of them
beat a man with a belt). Bibianne, known to everyone as Mama Romance, is a single mother who keeps her kids in education by illegally
smuggling gemstones. Hakiza Nyantaba is a tailor who for the sixth time
has fled fighting in his village, carrying whatever he could grab. We don’t
hear from women or girls who’ve been victims of violence, which is widespread in the DRC.

The Breadwinner
Mark Kermode
Further proof that
we are living
through a golden
age of animation
is provided by this
Oscar-nominated
marvel
from
Kilkenny’s Cartoon Saloon, the
studio behind The
Secret of Kells
and Song of the Sea. An Irish-Canadian-Luxembourgish co-production,
adapted from Deborah Ellis’s much-loved YA novel, it’s a tale of youthful
fortitude in Taliban-era Afghanistan that has something of the defiant
feminist spirit of the French-Iranian gem Persepolis.
Flitting between a mythical past and a down-to-earth present, the story
is full of scary monsters – from fantastical demons to all-too-real landmines and brutal beatings. Yet The Breadwinner looks through the eyes
of a resilient young girl whose courage is our guide. Along with the eerie
beauty of the animation there is a salving streak of humour that softens
this tale’s sharper edges, reminding us that – for children – laughter and
bravery walk hand in hand.
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The House of Islam: A Global History

Long Road to Mercy

ED Husain

David Baldacci

“Islam began as a stranger,” said the
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH), “and
one day, it will again return to being a
stranger.” The gulf between Islam and
the West is widening. A faith rich with
strong values and traditions, observed by nearly two billion people
across the world, is seen by the West
as something to be feared rather than
understood. Sensational headlines
and hard-line policies spark enmity,
while ignoring the feelings, narratives
and perceptions that preoccupy Muslims today. Wise and authoritative,
The House of Islam seeks to provide
entry to the minds and hearts of Muslims the world over. It introduces
us to the fairness, kindness and mercy of Prophet Mohammed (PBUH);
the aims of sharia law, through commentary on scripture, to provide an
ethical basis to life; the beauty of Islamic art and the permeation of the
divine in public spaces; and the tension between mysticism and literalism that still threatens the House of Islam. The decline of the Muslim
world and the current crises of leadership mean that a glorious past, full
of intellectual nobility and purpose, is now exploited by extremists and
channelled into acts of terror.

Her name is Atlee Pine, the latest creation from bestselling
author David Baldacci. She has
unstoppable tenacity, always a
fighter who is unwilling to cede
any ground. She has endured
real nightmares and she has
the emotional and physical
scars to show for it. And she
got that long before she became an adult. She is a FBI
Special Agent assigned to the
wilds of the western US. She
has to cover, often solo, vast
tracts of area: Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, Arizona.
Small towns, impossibly long
distances in-between, isolation
like most on the East Coast
have never experienced, and an environment where anything can and
does happen. Working with the locals who respect, and also sometimes
fear her, and have never really been allowed to know her, Atlee Pine
turns her vast investigative skills and unmatched drive to find out the
truth. Along the way she will revisit painful memories of her own, come
to grips with what she is and what she might one day aspire to be. But
in the end, she will have to confront not only a new monster, but also
the old one of her nightmares.

The Knowledge Illusion
Steven Sloman and Philip Fernbach

The Evolution of Ghalib

Human reasoning is remarkably shallow - in fact, our thinking and justifications just scratch the surface of the
true complexity of the issues we deal
with. The ability to think may still be the
greatest wonder in the world (and beyond), but the way that individuals
think is less than ideal. In The Knowledge Illusion, Sloman and Fernbach
show that our intelligence resides not
in individual brains but in the collective
mind. To function, individuals rely not
only on knowledge that is stored within
our skulls but also on knowledge
stored elsewhere, be it in our bodies,
in the environment or especially in other people. Put together, human
thought is incredibly impressive, but at its deepest level it never belongs
to any individual alone. And yet the mind supports the most sublime, incredible phenomenon of all: consciousness. How can any of this be possible with a mind that is so imperfect? This is one of the key challenges
confronted in this book. The Knowledge Illusion ties together established
scientific facts whilst also considering what the mind is for. Understanding why the mind is as it is, and what it is for, will show why we need to
consider it as extending beyond our skulls; why we should think about
'the mind' as far more than an extension of the brain but as an emergence from multiple brains interacting.

Hasan Abdullah
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One of the most oft-quoted poets of
the nineteenth century, Ghalib was
an intellectual colossus, whose poetry is imbued with timelessness
and universality. Born and brought
up in North India, he wrote both in
his mother tongue, Urdu and in Persian, the established and privileged
language of literature and officialdom. He wrote exquisite prose, but
is better known for his poetry, particularly his Urdu ghazals. In The Evolution of Ghalib, the author, Hasan
Abdullah, provides a detailed introduction that describes Ghalib's life
history and brings out his persona
and situates his work in time and space. He briefly discusses the Urdu
language and ghazal as a literary form and familiarizes the reader with
the words, symbols and concepts crucial for understanding Ghalib's poetry. Based on a chronological reading of Ghalib's Urdu ghazals, the author identifies the different stages and phases of the poet's development
and from each of these phases, selects and interprets verses, including
those that differ from the dominant trend, in order to reveal Ghalib's intellectual evolution.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Don't let others know about your private affairs. You may be able to get some good advice about your personal problems. You can
have a working relationship with children if
you exercise patience and understanding of
the dilemmas they face. Be careful while
traveling. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday.

Romance could be exciting if you are spontaneous. You are best to deal with those outside your family. Eliminate situations that are
no longer to your advantage. Don't be too
eager to dismiss someone who works under
you. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Emotional upset at work will set you back.
Be prepared to take advantage of your good
fortune. Be careful while traveling. Your boss
may not be in the best of moods this week.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Take time to deal with authority figures or
government agencies. Your stubbornness
coupled with your mate's jealousy don't
make for a favorable time. You can make
money if you work on personal investments.
Opportunities for romance will develop
through activities with large groups. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Be firm when dealing with matters pertaining
to your environment. Avoid any gossip and
be careful that you aren't misinterpreted. You
should be putting in some overtime. Secret
affairs may be tempting. Your lucky day this
week will be Sunday.

Don't be critical or overly opinionated with dislikes;
it could cause disapproval and unwanted opposition. Don't volunteer private information about
yourself unless you're prepared to be talked about
behind your back. Be diplomatic and honest, and
that person will only be made to look bad. You are
best to be accommodating for the time being.
Sudden romantic infatuations won't be lasting.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You may have difficulty trying to get your
mate to understand your position. You're on
the right track and you can make money if
you are willing to go out on a limb. Debates
will stifle passion and result in estrangement.
You need to take some time out to decide
what you want to do. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday.

You need to take a long, hard look at yourself
and your personal situation. Do your best, but
don't make too many promises or you may exhaust yourself. You may be overreacting to personal problems. Your creative ideas will be put
to good use if you dig in and do things around
the house that will make your family happy.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Try to enlist the help of those you trust in
order to fulfill the demands being made of
you. Look into alternate means of sup porting your financial burdens. Your bankbook
will suffer and your restrictions will put a
damper on your relationship. Luck is with
you, regardless of the financial venture. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You need an outlet that will not only stimulate
you but also challenge your intelligence as well.
It will do you some good. Plan to visit friends or
relatives. Don't get involved in secret affairs or
underhanded involvement's. Your lucky day
this week will be Thursday.

Pleasure trips will be favorable and bring
about possible romance. Any capricious behavior will confuse loved ones and your
mood swings will result in loneliness. Now is
the time for completing hobbies that you've
been working on for a long time. You'll find
travel or involvement in large groups gratifying. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Such over indulgence due to emotional
upset will be your downfall. Friends from
your past may come back into your life. Entertainment should include sports events or
physical activities. Don't hesitate to enlist the
aid of friends or family if you have a big project to finish in your domestic environment.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.
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