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Elections

Preparing for the polls
Proving all doubting Thomases wrong, the
electoral machine is churning inexorably.
Nomination papers have been submitted, a
large number of which have been accepted
and others rejected by the Election Commission.
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Politics

Who will win elections?
All political parties have started electioneering
after awarding tickets to their candidates. The
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) faced serious
rifts and protests by workers over tickets. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the Muttahid Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) awarded tickets without hassle
because few candidates were interested in them.
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Economics

From bloom
to gloom
Shahid Hussain

Key indicators show Pakistan’s economy faces tough challenges and the
next government will have to take harsh measures to put it on the path to
recovery. The situation is in stark contrast to the rosy picture of Pakistan,
portrayed by the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government
and the world’s top financial and media organizations.
Pakistan’s current account deficit, which remained the toughest challenge for economic managers, rose by 43pc to $15.96 billion in the first 11
months of the outgoing fiscal year with higher than the set import target
and lower worker remittances. According to the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), the 11-month deficit stands close to the full-year’s estimate of $16
billion. Economists say the surge suggests the deficit for the full-year would
swell to around $17.5 billion by the end of June 2018. The deficit stood at
$11.14 million in the corresponding period of the previous fiscal year. Experts say rising imports, declining exports and insignificant surge in worker
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remittances continued to fuel the current account deficit.
The import of goods in the 11 months has reached $50.71 billion,
which is much higher than the government’s set target of $48.8 billion
for the year. The imports remained exorbitantly high despite the government’s decision to impose additional regulatory duties on over 300 items
to discourage imports during the year. The rupee’s depreciation by over
15pc against the US dollar in the last six months also proved to be futile.
Despite the measures, the imports hit record high of $5.8 billion in May
2018. Exports stood at $22.78 billion during the 11 months, which were
disastrous after the huge efforts put in by the government to revive exports to the required level in a bid to narrow down the current account
deficit. To achieve higher exports, the government extended the export
package of Rs180 billion for another year and depreciated the rupee.
Besides, remittances and foreign direct investment remained low and
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contributed to the current account deficit.
Remittances have improved by 3pc to $18.03 billion in the 11 months,
but would remain lower than the set target of $20.7 billion. On the other
hand, foreign direct investment in the domestic economy dropped by 1.3pc
to $2.47 billion, compared to $2.50 billion in the same period of the last fiscal year. The high current account deficit resulted in fast depletion of foreign currency reserves, which fell to less than two months’ import cover to
$10.07 billion on June 8, 2018. The caretaker government, with its limited
mandate to fix the economy, is mobilising bankers and stockbrokers to
make the amnesty scheme successful and the introduction of first ever dollar-based saving certificate for overseas Pakistanis. It is estimated that $14 billion will be added to foreign currency reserves through the scheme to
declare hidden assets. The government also hopes to generate another
$500 million to $1 billion in the next year through the launch of dollar-based
savings certificates for overseas Pakistanis. Experts believe the country
requires $5 billion by December 2018, to pay off debt and make interest
payments in addition to the existing foreign current reserves to successfully
avert a default-like situation. The rupee hit an all-time intra-day low of
Rs125.50 to the US dollar in the open market on June 21, as speculation
about further depreciation of the currency encouraged heavy buying of the
greenback.
Seeing Pakistan’s heightened external vulnerability risk, Moody’s Investors Service downgraded the outlook on Pakistan’s rating to negative
from stable.“Foreign exchange reserves have fallen to low levels and, absent significant capital inflows, will not be replenished over the next 12-18
months. Low reserve adequacy threatens continued access to external financing at moderate costs, in turn potentially raising government liquidity
risks,” it said. The rating agency also expected Pakistan’s external account
to remain under significant pressure. “The coverage by foreign exchange
reserves of imports will likely fall further from already low levels, while coverage of external debt payments due will weaken from currently adequate
levels. In turn, higher foreign currency borrowing needs, in combination
with the low levels of foreign exchange buffers, risks weighing on the ability
of the government to access external financing at moderate costs. Unless
capital inflows increase significantly, Moody’s does not expect official foreign exchange reserves to replenish from their current low levels. Under
baseline projection, the import cover of reserves will likely fall to around
1.7-1.8 months over the next fiscal year, below the adequacy level of three
months generally recommended by the International Monetary Fund,” it
noted.
Meanwhile, the World Bank has released its Global Economic
Prospects report for June 2018, that showed Pakistan’s economy would
slow down in the next fiscal year after a high growth of 5.8pc. The GDP
growth, which was estimated to rise to 5.8pc in the current fiscal year, will
moderate to 5pc in 2018-19, reflecting tighter policies to improve macroeconomic stability, it said. The PML-N government had approved a 6.2pc
economic growth target for fiscal year 2018-19. The World Bank sees slowdown in economic activities on the assumption that Pakistan could avail
an IMF programme, which would require the country to implement tighter
monetary and fiscal policies. According to the Financial Express, the apparent third currency devaluation recently, in nearly seven months, by its
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central bank shows signs of vulnerability in Pakistan’s economy of nearly
$300 billion in size. The latest development has once again raised speculations about Pakistan going to the IMF for borrowing loans since 2013.
“Conversely, what may be different this time is that there is no unanimity
among policymakers on seeking loans from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). In fact there are voices asking to find other options including
China,” it noted.
In contrast, a number of reports and the PML-N government painted
so much rosy pictures of Pakistan a year ago that Pakistanis thought their
country would become an economic superpower in few years. According
to the PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) report The World in 2050, Pakistan
was projected to become the world’s 16th largest economy — in terms of
GDP — by 2050, ahead of Italy and Canada. Pakistan is expected to be
among the world’s most powerful economies by 2030, said the report carried by the World Economic Forum on its website in 2017. The report, titled
The long view: how will the global economic order change by 2050? ranked
32 countries by their projected global gross domestic product by Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) and Pakistan was placed at No. 20 in the list. Last
year, the Economist also discussed Pakistan’s journey towards “optimism.”
It highlighted a number of developments and achievements of the country
under the PML-N government.
The government and its media managers also exploited the reports to
fool the nation. They attempted to convince Pakistanis that the country
would overcome all its problems and become a developed economy in a
few years. However, Pakistan’s economic outlook has changed after the
PML-N government completed its five-year term. Policies of the last government still continue in the caretaker setup but Pakistan’s economic condition has worsened; a true picture of its economy has emerged. It means
foreign institutions were working on a plan to advance an international
agenda in Pakistan and the PML-N government was part of it.
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Elections

Preparing for the polls
Nasim Ahmed

Proving all doubting Thomases wrong, the electoral machine is churning
inexorably. Nomination papers have been submitted, a large number of
which have been accepted and others rejected by the Election Commission. Scrutiny of the documents submitted by electoral hopefuls has been
undertaken with laser-like focus following which the election tribunals have
started their work.
All efforts are being made to ensure fair and transparent polls. Neutral
caretaker set-ups are in place both at the centre and in the provinces The
Election Commission of Pakistan approved a massive administrative
reshuffle in Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan in what has been described as
a move to ensure transparent elections next month.
An important sidelight of the political brouhaha across Pakistan has
been the revolt by the rank and file of various parties against the award of
tickets by the party leadership. Although the problem is common to all
major parties, it is more acute in the case of PTI which, ignoring its old
leaders and workers, awarded party tickets for 173 NA seats and 390 PA
seats to the so-called electables, especially those who joined the party in
the last couple of months.
The policy to favour newcomers has drawn a howl of protest from
diehard PTI loyalists. Although the PTI chairman promised to personally
look into the matter to redress workers’ grievances against unjust allocation
of tickets, the original award list stands largely unchanged. As a result, a
number of neglected PTI candidates have decided to contest the forthcoming general elections in their personal capacity as independent candidates. Similarly, some disgruntled candidates are also considering the
option to join other political parties. Political pundits are of the opinion that
the large-scale “revolt” within the PTI on the eve of general elections, coupled with a general unacceptability of the electables among PTI’s voters,
would adversely impact the party’s prospects in the upcoming polls in the
country.
On the other hand, the PML-N is in dire straits. With just a month away
from the 2018 general election, the party has been hit hard by a rising
wave of defections, with well-known names in the party jumping ship to
join the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf. What started as a trickle following the
Supreme Court’s verdict against Nawaz Sharif last year, became a flood
early this year when a group of the party’s sitting members of the National
Assembly and the Punjab Assembly joined hands to form the Junoobi Punjab Suba Mahaz to press for greater rights and the creation of a new
province for the people of southern Punjab. Ever since the PML-N has
been disintegrating like a house of cards.
The PPP, too, is not in a very happy position. Increasingly, opportunists
and disgruntled elements in the PPP have been joining the PTI in the hope
of improving their political prospects.
The PTI’s policy of accepting defectors without regard for their reputation and ideological orientation has caused serious concern among the old
workers and leaders who view the electables as “parachuters” lacking
morals, out to make a quick political buck. It is said that having failed to
make a major breakthrough in the 2013 general elections, the PTI has now
taken the option of embracing the maximum number of electables.
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As things stand, the PTI seems to be employing all possible tools of
realpolitik to win the electoral battle against the PML-N in order to achieve
its political goals. Considering that the loss of the PML-N is the PTI’s gain,
Imran Khan is playing the zero-sum game with gusto. At the latest count,
more than 45 electables, both from PML-N and PPP have joined the PTI.
As noted by many analysts, the PTI has deviated from its original ideals
and is pursuing its political goal through contradictory and conflicting
means. Its main slogan is for political change, but is now resorting to the
very same tools which sustain the status quo. Over time, the PTI has
changed course, swerving from political idealism to political pragmatism
or even charlatanism.
For the time being, the PTI’s political strategy revolves round undermining the political strength and relevance of the PML-N in Punjab by any
means possible. Although it keeps shouting its slogan of “Naya Pakistan”,
its immediate objective seems to be to enter the corridors power, no matter
even if it means sacrificing some of its original principles. Clearly, a thinking
has developed in the PTI leadership that the end justifies the means and
that once power is in its grip, everything will fall into place.
As of today, the PML-N is a shadow of its former self and the PTI is all
set to emerge as the single largest party in the next elections. The PPP,
too, is flexing its muscles and, apart from Sindh, its aim is to win a good
tally of seats from Punjab and KP. Zardari is a shrewd political player and
a master of palace intrigues. His capacity for springing surprise cannot be
underestimated.
In all probability, the next government at the centre will be a coalition in
which the leading partner will be the PTI. Who will join it will depend upon
the relative electoral strength of various parties. A possible combination
suggested by some political analysts includes MQM, PPP, PML-Q, members from FATA and, of course, independents. But the final line-up will be
determined by the outcome of the next elections.
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Environment

Drought: An
existential threat
Nasim Ahmed

According to media reports, drought-like conditions have hit most parts of
the country, affecting Kharif crops. The Pakistan Meteorological Department has said that due to deficient rainfall, drought like conditions have
emerged over most parts of Pakistan, specially in barani areas of Punjab,
lower KP, south Punjab, southwest Balochistan and southeast Sindh. This
dry condition has caused water stress in the agriculture areas of the country that demands availability of more supplementary irrigation water for
Kharif crops. According to PMD, the months of January – March received
below normal rainfall whereas April – May witnessed negative 9.9pc.
The Department has reported extraordinary dry conditions in southern
parts of the country during the past five months and called for “an immediate water management strategy (by all the stakeholders) to avoid negative impacts of deficit rainfall on water and agriculture”. This year, our river
inflows have been at an all-time low due to lower-than-normal precipitation
in the catchment areas triggered by climate change. In recent meetings,
the Indus River System Authority has pointed out acute water shortage in
the Indus basin river system. Irrigation supplies for winter crops in Punjab
were 40 per cent lower than historical averages. More than 90pc of our
fresh water is used in agriculture and 60pc of our population is directly or
indirectly associated with agriculture. Demand for drinking water in cities
is growing rapidly. Many parts of Karachi are already experiencing a Cape
Town-like Day Zero.
Pakistan is inching towards a serious water crisis as per capita water
availability is falling due to diminishing freshwater supplies and the burgeoning population. The challenges are two-fold: decreasing river inflows
and reckless water management. The Falkenmark Water Stress Indicator
sets 1,000 cubic metres per capita as the threshold where water shortage
starts hurting economic growth and human health. Pakistan began in 1947
with 5,650 cubic metre per capita fresh water annually, way above this
threshold. A water management expert associated with the Punjab Irrigation Department recently said that our annual water availability was 1,000
cubic metre per person and the situation was worsening day by day.
The tale of our ineptitude continues. Lack of ample reservoirs to store
monsoon inflows and dry winters put extra pressure on our aquifer. Our
farmers and our urban water supply facilities pump huge amounts of precious groundwater. In Punjab alone, there are some 1.2m tube wells performing agricultural, urban and industrial water supply duties. We are
pumping far more than we are putting back into the aquifer. Experts say
Pakistan has around 3 MAF to 4 MAF shortfall of groundwater discharge
annually, and our aquifer is receding at an alarming rate. Rainwater harvesting and partially treated sewage lagoons for groundwater recharge are
two available solutions but we are light years away from adopting these
on a large scale.
Our agriculture sector’s affinity for flood irrigation is costing us dearly
too. Not only are we wasting fresh water by adopting archaic irrigation
methods, we are also registering the lowest per acre crop yields regionally.
In the period after signing the Indus Waters Treaty, river inflows have dwindled whereas population growth has continued unabated. The 2017 census data changes the water availability equation altogether putting our
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annual per capita fresh water at around 850 cubic metres, This new metric
places us in seriously water-scarce countries’ basket.
There is another dimension to the problem. Our diminishing river inflows is also attributable to the increasing number of dams our upstream
neighbour continues to build on our rivers as well as lower-than-normal
precipitation in the catchment areas because of climate change in recent
years.
Successive governments in Pakistan have shown criminal disregard
for managing our water resources — surface and ground — efficiently. In
the last six decades, Pakistan hasn’t built a single major water reservoir.
Wapda sources claim that Pakistan fritters away water worth Rs25 billion
every year. Tarbela, one of the two existing reservoirs, has lost its storage
capacity by over three million acre feet due to silt buildup. Our failure to
build any new reservoirs after its construction in the mid ’70s shows our
short-sightedness and ineptitude. Out of the 145 MAF we receive annually,
we store only 14 MAF.
According to Irsa figures, Pakistan has been discharging an average
of 30 MAF annually into the ocean whereas the requisite environmental
flow downstream of Kotri is less than 8 MAF. During the dry winter season,
our irrigation system relies solely on water stored in the Tarbela and
Mangla dams. This year both have been at dead level throughout the
spring season, so the tail reaches of the Indus basin irrigation system have
not had any significant supplies.
We need to take swift action to tackle the water emergency. A national
water policy has been formally approved and it should be speedily implemented. Our national and provincial water management bodies, local government bodies and public health and irrigation departments must commit
themselves to implementing efficient water resource management. The
provinces should agree on building new water storages.
Water experts say that given the way our population is swelling we
need a Tarbela-size reservoir every decade. Along with water policies we
also need federal and provincial water commissions to monitor efficient
water resource management at all levels. They say water is life. For Pakistan it is a question of survival.
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Corruption

Magical pouches of
Pakistani politicians
Muhammad Hassan

An independent candidate from Muzaffargarh, owns houses and land worth
over Rs4 trillion but he has not paid tax in his whole life. PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has estimated his palatial Bilawal House in Karachi,
worth billions of rupees, at just Rs3 million. Former Interior Minister Ahsan
Iqbal earns just Rs78,000 every year, which comes to just Rs6,000 per
month. Information in nomination papers of politicians, who are contesting
elections, reveals how rich people conceal their income and understate the
value of their assets to evade and avoid taxes.
Candidates aspiring for elections are required to provide information about
their income, property, payment of taxes, loans, criminal cases, wives and
children. Politicians approved unprecedented relief for themselves when they
allowed themselves to estimate the value of their assets at the time of purchase or inheritance after recent electoral amendments. As a result, a majority of politicians have shown little or no increase in the worth of their assets
since 2013. The electoral law, under which new forms declaring assets and
liabilities have been prepared, doesn’t carry the clause of the present market
price of the assets anymore after a National Assembly committee on electoral
reforms managed to take the clause off the forms. When the previous parliament passed the Elections Act, 2017, in October last year, relevant columns
in the nomination forms for declaration of assets and liabilities had been
deleted. They were included only after a Supreme Court verdict. Since the
form is part of the Elections Act, 2017, it cannot be changed without approval
from the parliament. The previous statement of assets and liabilities form, issued by the ECP, carried clear instructions for the candidates to mention the
present market value of their plots, houses, apartments, under-construction
properties and agriculture property, etc.
According to nomination forms, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan’s assets reflect an increase in their value from Rs29.67 million
in 2013 to Rs38.6 million in 2018. He also owns a residential property in Bani
Gala worth Rs11,471,000 which was gifted to him, and no change in the price
of the property was mentioned in the last five years. He also owns a six kanal
and 16 marla plot in Mohra Noor village in Bani Gala, Islamabad, worth
Rs5,050,000. The amount has remained unchanged since 2013. He owns a
flat in the posh Diplomatic Enclave worth Rs11,970,000 – an increase of
Rs220,000 from Rs1,17,5000 in 2013. The PTI chief has 243 kanals and 6
marlas of land in Bhakkar, which is worth Rs4,200,000. It had the same worth
as in 2013. His Zaman Park residence in Lahore is inherited property.
No significant change has been mentioned in the assets of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) President Shahbaz Sharif and his two wives —
Nusrat and Tehmina Durrani. The assets of the family have been valued at
Rs389 million. The former Punjab chief minister owns 172 kanals, a vehicle
and bank balance worth more than Rs11.4 million. He has assets worth
Rs159 million, including properties worth Rs126 million in London. He owns
two properties on Hall Road in Murree including a kanal and nine marla plot
worth an unbelievable Rs34,000 and a bungalow which is worth only
Rs27,000! He owns 88 kanals in Sheikhupura, which he received as a gift
from his mother. The most shocking point for the people of Pakistan is that
his first wife Nusrat Shahbaz and son Hamza Shahbaz are richer than him.
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In fact, Hamza is eight times wealthier than his father.
Another surprising disclosure came from former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif’s daughter, Maryam Nawaz, who had earlier claimed that she did not
own any asset in Pakistan or abroad. She owns assets worth over Rs845
million. According to her documents, she is the owner of 1,506 kanal irrigation
land and claimed that the land had increased by 548 kanals in the last three
years. She also claimed to have received Rs40 million as gifts and jewellery
worth Rs1.7 million.
Former President Asif Ali Zardari declared total assets of Rs758m. His
papers show he uses six bulletproof luxury vehicles, owns thousands of acres
of agricultural land, property in Dubai and has spent millions of rupees on his
passion for weapons, horses and livestock. He has a work permit for the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and owns over a dozen properties in Pakistan,
as well as his share in five properties inherited from his assassinated wife,
Benazir Bhutto. The unspecified number of horses and cattle he owns are
worth Rs 9.9m while he also possesses “arms and ammunition” worth
Rs16.60m. His son and PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari is richer than
him. He owns about two dozen properties in and outside Pakistan, as well
as investments and bank accounts in Dubai and the UK. Bilawal claim to
have assets worth Rs1.5 billion. His bank accounts hold nearly Rs13.86 million while he is the owner of two villas in Dubai, one gifted and the other inherited. Bilawal has 20 residential, commercial and agricultural properties
across Pakistan, mostly inherited or gifted to him by his parents and grandfather, in addition to another 22 inherited investments in Dubai and one in
the UK.
JUI-F Ameer Maulana Fazlur Rehman has a bank balance of Rs2 million,
jewelry worth Rs0.95 million and a plot worth Rs1.5 million. The declared
value of his home is Rs2.5 million. He also has a plot worth Rs0.7 million in
Shorkot. Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Chief Sirajul Haq has declared the total value
of his assets at Rs2.9 million. According to the statement of assets, he has
four tola gold and shares in 12 kanals of land and a private school. He has
Rs1.8 million in his three bank accounts and does not own a personal car or
any property outside Pakistan.
The information about marriages disturbed the peace of some houses.
Former Railways Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique’s first wife, Ghazal Rafique,
got annoyed and refused to contest the election on a PML-N ticket after her
husband admitted to a second marriage with PTV anchor Shafaq Hira in his
nomination papers. PPP leader Arbab Alamgir and his wife Asima Alamgir
are the richest political couple of Pakistan. According to details of their assets,
they own assets over Rs7 billion. Arbab Alamgir owns assets worth Rs3.15
billion which include land, property and vehicles. Asima Alamgir is richer than
her husband with assets worth Rs4.3 billion.
The declaration of assets by politicians indicates serious flaws in the
tax system. When the law allows wealthy politicians to undervalue their assets, little improvement in tax collection and could be expected. Laws will
have to be reformed to purge politics and the tax system of corruption, otherwise Pakistan will not be able to stand on its feet and provide basic facilities to its people.
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Elections

Can Sharif-Zardari deal
work against Imran
Muhammad Ali

Former President Asif Ali Zardari has once again claimed that the next
prime minister of Pakistan will be from his Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP).
The claim appears to be a pipedream as the party has even failed to field
candidates in all constituencies of the Punjab, which matters the most in
elections. However, his confidence indicates he has struck a deal with the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) for support to his candidate for
the top slot.
According to sources, Asif Zardari held a meeting with former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif at the residence of Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
Chairman Najam Sethi, a few weeks ago after months of backdoor contacts between them. Najam Sethi is considered close to both and served
as a bridge between them. It is said they have decided to join hands to
stop PTI Chairman Imran Khan from coming to power at any cost, because
they think he is harmful for their politics. Under the deal, the PML-N will
vote for a PPP candidate for the prime minister’s slot after the next election
as they believe Imran Khan would inflict irreparable loss to both parties
after coming to power. Other options will also be used against Imran Khan
to prevent him from forming the next government.
It is said the PML-N media cell had been working on a plan to arrange
a meeting between the two for many months. The cell has also obtained
information about Imran Khan which could harm him. It has collected personal information about internal affairs of his Bani Gala residence and
medical reports. Reham Khan’s book is part of the strategy to defame him
before the election and pave the way for the PML-N or the PPP to appoint
their unanimous prime minister.
Sources say Asif Zardari was not willing to bury the hatchet with Nawaz
Sharif because of his past experience. He thought Nawaz Sharif could not
be trusted after a long history of betrayals and his contacts with the establishment. However, he had to change his mind after the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) became active in Sindh and summoned his sister
Faryal Talpur on allegations of corruption. When the husband of his second
sister, Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuhu, was summoned by NAB, it forced Zardari
to reconsider Nawaz Sharif’s offer of talks.
Under the agreement, it is said, both parties have decided to help each
other in retaining power in their home provinces of Sindh and the Punjab.
The PML-N will make an all-out effort to help the PPP to deal with a newlyformed Grand Democratic Alliance, which threatens to eliminate the PPP
in interior Sindh. It also can rope in the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)
for the PPP, if a need arises. In return, the PPP will help the PML-N form
the government in the Punjab, from its seats in south Punjab. The PML-N
has withdrawn itself from the race for the prime minister and it will support
a PPP candidate or a candidate of another party backed by it. The plan
can work if both parties bag over 120 National Assembly seats.
According to analysts, both parties have realized that the PTI has become strong and most popular in the Punjab and it has already eliminated
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the PPP from the province and is on course to do it with the PML-N, if left
with a free hand. All electables in the South Punjab have already joined
the PTI and it will be a great achievement if the PPP and the PML-N manage to win a few seats in the region. The PTI is also strong in central and
northern Punjab and its ticket is being considered a guarantee to win the
election.
It is said more women are ready to level serious charges against Imran
Khan. His former wife Reham Khan’s book failed to dent his popularity because the Indian lobby was evident from her daily interviews on Indian
channels. The Indian channels and print media openly support former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his party for his stance against the Pakistan establishment. Reham Khan bracketed herself with the India lobby
and the Sharif family by praising the PML-N leadership in her book which
could not be published in the UK for libel content. It minimized the impact
of her book. More books and films are expected to be released against
Imran Khan ahead of the elections, because the PML-N leadership will go
to any extent to avenge its humiliation and downfall. More cases under Articles 62 and 63 will be lodged against him. Former Chief Justice Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhry, who is considered close to the PML-N leadership,
has already challenged Imran Khan’s eligibility to hold public office under
Article 62 (1)(f) over allegations that he fathered a “love child”. He challenged Imran’s nomination papers on the grounds that he had admitted to
being the father of Tyrian White while abroad but denied it in Pakistan. It
appears the case will be decided by the Supreme Court of Pakistan. Some
say the PML-N is also working to bring Tyrian White to Pakistan to derail
Imran’s election campaign and efforts to become the prime minister of Pakistan. Tyrian White, 26, is the daughter of the late British socialite Sita
White, who had won a default judgment in a paternity suit against Imran
Khan in a Los Angeles court in 1997, after he refused to provide DNA samples to prove or disprove paternity. After the verdict, Imran Khan had told
the US media that he would submit a blood test in Pakistan and stand by
the decision of a Pakistani court, arguing that he was not a resident of California or England.
Despite plans to block his way, Imran appears to be leading the campaign to become the prime minister of Pakistan. It is said his biggest hurdle
to power was strained relations with the establishment, which was wary of
his stubborn attitude. He has allayed the apprehensions before the election
and now there is no impendent to his way to become the prime minister of
Pakistan.
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Politics

Who will win elections?
Muhammad Zain

All political parties have started electioneering after awarding tickets to
their candidates. The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) faced serious rifts and protests by workers
over tickets. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the Muttahid Majlise-Amal (MMA) awarded tickets without hassle because few candidates
were interested in them. The PTI received the most number of applications,
which shows it is most like to win the July 25 election.
The PTI had received over 5,000 applications for tickets. Its chairman
Imran Khan has decided to contest elections from three provinces, except
Balochistan, to present himself as a candidate for the prime minister’s slot.
PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif is his main contender, who is also contesting the election from three provinces. The PML-N did not disclose the
number of applications it had received but it had to extend the deadline
for receiving applications twice after lukewarm response from candidates.
Most electables have joined the PTI and the rest are contesting elections
as independent candidates because they believe the PML-N cannot come
to power again. The PML-N has lost its grip in south Punjab. In the three
divisions of the Punjab — Bahawalpur, Dera Ghazi Khan and Multan —
no one was interested in contesting the polls on Shahbaz Sharif’s ticket.
The PTI has embraced a large number of electables in the past few
weeks. According to a report by the Free and Fair Election Network, over
248 politicians, including dozens of federal and provincial lawmakers, have
changed sides ahead of elections and 92 of them have joined the PTI. But
it had to bear the backlash, as it could not provide tickets to all of them. It
was the first party from where the voice of dissent rose. It was also because of the fact that it had started awarding tickets before any other party.
Protest grew after it neglected some strong candidates and awarded tickets to newcomers. A tussle between PTI leaders Shah Mehmood Qureshi
and Jahangir Tareen also intensified on the award of tickets. Experts say
the PTI may lose six National Assembly seats and seven of Punjab Assembly seats because of differences. However, it is still acceptable to it.
The situation in the PML-N camp was no different. Former Interior Minister Nisar Ali Khan, former Punjab Ministers Zaeem Qadri and Abdul
Ghafoor have revolted against the party. Qadri announced that he would
contest the election from Lahore's NA-133 seat as an independent candidate. “I cannot polish Hamza Shahbaz's boots," he said during a press
conference. Before his outburst, former Railways Minister Khawaja Saad
Rafique attempted to convince him to rethink his decision, but he refused.
“Bring on your employees, boot polishers and masseurs; my election is
against you, Hamza Shahbaz," Qadri thundered. Experts see more groups
in the party before elections.
On the hand, the PPP awarded tickets in the Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa without any resistance because of the fact that very few people from the provinces were interested in its ticket. However, it faced a tussle in Sindh, where its position is strong. Reeling from an exodus of
electables and senior members from its ranks, the party was in a quandary
over finding suitable candidates to field in the Punjab. Even its office-bearers in the province refused to contest the election on its ticket. Former PPP
Punjab President Manzoor Wattoo is contesting independently because
he thinks a PPP ticket means a certain defeat. The situation provided a
chance to a large number of second and third tier workers and leaders to
apply for tickets. Recently, former President Asif Zardari had claimed that
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his party would win in the Punjab as he decided to come into the field with
his son Bilawal Bhutto and daughters Bakhtawar and Aseefa. However,
neither Zardari nor Bilawal filed papers from any constituency in the
province.
The PTI hopes to form governments at the Centre, the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Its position is strong at the Centre and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, but it is not sure about its position in the Punjab. It has
fielded strong candidates for the National Assembly in the province. It
hopes to win most National Assembly seats in the Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and even from Sindh and Balochistan, but it is not sure about
forming the government in the Punjab. It had to face protests mainly over
Punjab Assembly tickets. Many experts predict a hung parliament and in
that case, Asif Zardari's role will become crucial. Others say the PTI will
win with an absolute majority at the Centre and it would not need the support of the PPP or other parties. In any case, it will head the government
even if it failed to get a clear majority.
The PML-N, under former Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, apparently has no chance to form the government at the Centre, as it cannot
win many seats outside its home province. Its only chance is to retain the
Punjab but the fate of Shahbaz Sharif is not clear after the disqualification
of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. He and his favuorite bureaucrats
are still on the National Accountability Bureau (NAB)’s radar. He also faces
the Model Town case. Rumour has it that almost 80pc politicians, who face
corruption charges, will be arrested before or after elections. It will also be
interesting to see how many candidates in the race among the mainstream
parties emerge “clean” after declaration of their assets. The PML-N and
the Sharifs are banking on their deep-rooted organization in the province.
Unlike the 2013 polls, they are going into the 2018 elections with a number
of disadvantages. However, Shahbaz Sharif is considered close to the establishment. If he survives the Model Town case and other cases against
him, it will boost the chances of his party to retain power in the province
but it will still have to deal with a heavy opposition.
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Globalization

Perils of US
protectionism
Shahid Hussain

US President Donald Trump has intensified his trade war after an announcement of slapping billions of dollars’ worth of tariffs on certain Chinese goods.
Experts in both countries claim they will not be affected by the move. However, independent observers fear it would hit the global economy besides
making lives of the people of the top world economies difficult.
Experts, international organizations and think tanks admit China will suffer losses in a trade war, but it can expand trade with its other major trade
partners such as the EU to reduce the losses. In fact, the US will be the bigger loser if a full-fledged trade war breaks out between the two countries.
The US is also aware of it. That's why it has imposed penalty tariffs on Chinese high-tech products, while ignoring the products manufactured by
labour-intensive industries in China. According to Chinese experts, Trump's
move will only make US citizens' life more difficult and, to a certain extent,
neutralize the effects of his tax cut policy. The US aims to reshape its manufacturing industry and solve its domestic problems in the short term through
trade, and diplomatic and military measures, in order to "make America great
again". It also wants to interrupt China's industrial upgrading and prevent it
from realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. First, by attempting to ignite a trade war, the US is testing the efficacy of its overall strategy
vis-a-vis China. For example, the US has raised tariffs of Chinese products
such as new generation information technology products; high-end machine
tools and industrial robots; aerospace, ocean engineering, new energy, hightech shipping and high-speed train equipment; agricultural machinery; new
materials; biological medicines and high-performance medical equipment.
The products are made by the major development industries listed in Made
in China 2025 through which China aims to achieve independent research,
development and application in two to three years.
According to Western experts, if Trump pushes for systemic changes to
China’s basic economic model, the world could face a long period of tensions between the two nations. Past US administrations have urged Beijing
to loosen control of industries like steelmaking, with little effect. They claim
the offensive may yet prove to be a negotiating tactic that threatens economic pain to force deals, rather than a move to a full-blown trade war. Americans appear to be better insulated than most from the consequences of
trade hostilities. As a large economy in relatively strong shape, the United
States can find domestic buyers for its goods and services when export opportunities shrink. They estimate a trade war would have a limited direct impact on growth in both countries. But that could change if the conflict hurts
business and consumer confidence. With the adjustment of the structure of
the global economy and trade, the international competitiveness of the
United States has decreased. Promoting unilateralism and trade protectionism has become a leading move for its “America first” strategy. Under this
situation, it’s inevitable that China and the United States have frictions in the
economic and trade realm and it will be the new normal for the two countries
to move back and forth between negotiation and conflict in an ever-changing
way. But it doesn’t mean that one side can perfidiously initiate a trade war.
According to the US media, the variety of Trump’s targets, starting with
US allies whose trade policies resemble those of the United States, and continuing with China, which is almost universally acknowledged to engage in
unfair competitive practices, proves there’s something more going on than
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a simple desire to punish bad actors and negotiate fairer deals. “If that were
the goal, China would not be treated similarly to Europe even though the
two have vastly different approaches to trade. But Trump really does seem
to believe that “trade wars are good, and easy to win. His priority is not negotiating, but fighting,” said the Atlantic. Trade between the US and China,
the world’s largest and second-largest economies, respectively, amounted
to about $648.5 billion in 2016, according to the US Trade Representative.
But the US buys far more from China, mainly in the form of consumer goods
like electronics and household goods, than China buys from the US. This
means that in 2016, the US had a trade deficit with China of about $385 billion.
Only a few months ago, the global economy appeared to be humming,
with all major nations growing in unison. Now, the world’s fortunes are imperiled by an unfolding trade war, wrote the New York Times. As the Trump
administration imposes tariffs on allies and rivals alike, provoking broad retaliation, global commerce is suffering disruption, flashing signs of strains
that could hamper economic growth. As the conflict broadens, shipments
are slowing at ports and airfreight terminals around the world. Prices for crucial raw materials are rising. At factories from Germany to Mexico, orders
are being cut and investments delayed. American farmers are losing sales
as trading partners hit back with duties of their own, it noted.
However, the Chinese state media warned that the US could not win the
trade war. According to the China Daily, since it would go against the US interests if China becomes a leading global player in some key fields by 2025,
the Trump administration is making every effort to prevent China from
achieving its goal. “The US supposes it can easily win a trade war because
China cannot bear the economic loss. But the reality is different. China's
overall exports of goods and services last year accounted for only 9.1 percent of its GDP, with its exports to the US dropping from 21.55 percent to
18.24 percent of its total export volume. In fact, economists estimate the
punitive tariffs on Chinese imports will only reduce China's GDP growth from
6.9 percent to 6.8 percent. It is therefore clear that China's economy doesn't
depend on the US trade policy,” it noted. The official news agency Xinhua
said the US “protectionist” move would undermine the global trade order
and development. The unilateral additional tariffs are a selfish, narrowminded, irresponsible act which does no more than to destabilize and slow
down world economic growth and development, because the China-US
trade is the world's biggest bilateral relationship, it observed. According to
the People’s Daily, China does not want the trade war, but facing a capricious
Washington, it has no choice but to fight back vigorously in defense of its
national interests, the trend of globalization and the world's multilateral trading system.
According to Bloomberg, there’s reason to believe the US and China
won’t solve the issue soon and things could escalate quickly. Neither side
wants to be seen as weak. With midterm elections for Congress in November, Trump is under pressure to appease his political base. Turning China
into a global technology leader is a key part of Chinese President Xi’s longterm strategic plan. If Trump pushes for systemic changes to China’s basic
economic model, the world could be in store for a long period of tensions
between the two nations.
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Development

Anatomy of the
PTI’s 100-day plan
Raza Khan

A new development has occurred in the political culture of Pakistan as the
leading contender for governmental power in the upcoming national elections, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), announced its plan for the first
100 days if voted to power. Such a plan is, indeed, a commendable step
as it charts the priorities of a party if voted to power and sets out the
roadmap for future course of action. Whether the PTI would be able to act
upon this plan or not is a question to be left to the future, but at the moment
what we need to discuss are the merits and demerits of the 100-day plan.
An important point in the post-election 100-day plan is how education
could be made accessible to the common man and how a maximum number of jobs could be created. Obviously, education and employment are
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the key issues of Pakistan, but the latter is considered more important by
the masses than the former. However, from a government’s point of view,
education is more important. Because education is the vehicle through
which the affairs of the entire state and society could be progressively organized, which is the raison d’être of any government. But even more important than the access to education, is the quality of education that is
imparted in a country. Although access to educational facilities for most of
the population is a key challenge in Pakistan, it is the quality of education
which should be even more important for the government, given the state
of education in this country.
The PTI or, for that matter, any party could not establish the required
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number of schools in the first 100 days, if voted to power, even constructing so many schools would be nearly impossible in five years. So the PTI
should concentrate in the first 100 days on the quality of both higher and
primary education and set clear and world recognized criteria for quality
education which are followed as standards in the developed world. If this
is done there would be marked improvement in overall governance in the
country in the next five years.
The PTI’s first 100 days post election plan reveals it is all- encompassing in the sense that it has strategies for all important aspects of social
and civic life. The plans include strategies for the economy, security and
the environment.
The most important part of the PTI 100-day post power plan is revitalizing the economy and within that, coming up with a policy for the creation
of 10 million jobs within five years. This part of the plan would attract the
most attention and interest and could result in many undecided youth voters casting their ballot in favour of the PTI in the hope that the party government would provide them jobs. The PTI seems to have conceived the
plan of 10 million or one crore jobs, under a well thought out strategy, the
immediate aim of which is to get maximum number of votes. If the aim is
attaining political power by making any promise then so be it. That the PTI
has really any plans to achieve the task is difficult to believe. With ex-Engro
maven, Asad Umer, as proposed finance minister this is a quixotic promise.
The proposed step to establish a Council of Business Leaders to improve Pakistan's global business standing and raising of a Pakistan
Wealth Fund to fund institutions such as the Pakistan International Airlines, Pakistan Steel Mills and power distribution companies (DISCOS) to
bring “revolutionary changes in them” is significant but overly ambitious.
The PTI post power 100-day plan is shrewdly bereft of tall claims regarding
ending the acute power crisis in the country and the only promise is an
unspecified timeframe to put an end to the crisis.
Regarding the environment, the PTI plan touches upon the key but politically ignored area of climate change. Global warming or climate change
is a very critical issue that is recognized and realized by even the most
developed countries, although its impact has been most severe on developing countries like Pakistan. However, unlike other underdeveloped countries there has been virtually no attention paid by successive Pakistani
governments to the issue of climate change. Therefore, if it has been included in the PTI’s 100 day plan, this is commendable. In fact, the PTI realized the issue in the last elections and, therefore, when the party formed
the government in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province after the 2003
national elections, a comprehensive plan of planting an unprecedented
number of trees was initiated, named the Billion Tree Tsunami. This plan
has been a success and at least 80 percent of the target of planting a billon
trees has been achieved and this is testified to by such organizations as
the World Conservation Union and the Bonn Challenge. The PTI, thus,
has an experience in carrying out massive afforestation. As the PTI leadership has vowed to replicate the KP Billion Tree Tsunami success story
in the entire country, if voted to power, this would be a milestone in im-
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proving the country’s physical environment. The opposition parties criticism over the Billon Tree Tsunami project is nonsensical as making money
in such a non-infrastructure project is impossible.
A very important aspect of the PTI post power 100-day plan is conserving water. Pakistan is increasingly becoming a water-deficient country and
there is total social indifference to the careful use of this precious natural
resource. So if a political party in an extensively underdeveloped country
like Pakistan speaks of conserving water in its electoral manifesto, this is
commendable.
Strengthening the federation is the cornerstone of the PTI post election
victory 100-day plan. Independent analysis also establishes the significance of the measure as the Pakistani federation has once again been
passing through crisis. Rather it would be apt to say that the Pakistani federation could never be considered strong, except for the initial 10 years
after the birth of the country. The PTI’s strengthening of the federation
strategy although is far short of addressing all key maladies afflicting the
federation, yet caters largely to important symptoms of this weakness. The
plan includes launching a dialogue in Balochistan; merging FATA with the
KP and creation of a south Punjab province. The PML-N in order to deny
credit to the PTI, merged FATA with KP just a couple of days before the
end of its five-year tenure. However, the merger has been made in haste
and therefore it would have its negative consequences.
Creation of a south Punjab province within a 100 days is very much
doable provided there is political will on the part of the key political stakeholder, which after elections and probable win of the PTI, would be required of the party the most. Balochistan could also be given wider
autonomy and control over its provincial resources as the framework in
the shape of the 18th Constitutional Amendment is there.
Security is a holistic concept and economic security is a very critical
aspect of security. Against this backdrop, the PTI argument to revive the
economy through reforming foreign policy is, indeed, praiseworthy. Indubitably, there are a lot of issues with the formulation and conduct of our
foreign policy and the PTI plan alludes to these shortcomings. The PTI
post-election 100-day plans states that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
would be strengthened by revamping its legal and institutional capabilities.
So there is a realization within the PTI that there is a need to capacitate
our foreign affairs ministry, which should have been the key institution in
the foreign policy making of the country. However, this has not been the
case and Paksitan’s foreign policy has consistently been formulated by institutions whose primary tasks do not include this.
With regard to Pakistan’s war on extremism and terrorism, the PTI 100day plan has a strategy of 4 Es: Expose links between active and passive
terrorists; Enforce full implementation and expansion of the National Action
Plan; Eliminate through isolation, extermination and blowback prevention
and Educate by restructuring syllabi and mainstreaming madrasas.
The PTI’s plan is commendable. However, one of Pakistan’s major
problems has been the chasm between intent and implementation. Given
institutional and societal conditions and the PTI’s overall pathetic leadership qualities, one cannot be too sanguine of the plan’s success.
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Terrorism

Fazlullah: An assessment
Raza Khan

Although the death of Fazlullah, the head of terrorist Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan went relatively unnoticed in Pakistan, it is a big achievement in
the war on terror by the United States and its allies, including Islamabad.
Fazlullah was killed by a US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)-operated
predator drone in eastern Afghanistan probably on June 13. Whomsoever may have eliminated him or whatever the manner of his perishing,
the news of Fazlullah’s death must bring relief to all Pakistanis and must
be a source of solace for the parents and relatives of those children and
employees of the Army Public School who lost their near and dear ones
in the ghastly terrorist attack launched on December 14, 2014. Fazlullah
had claimed the responsibility of the APS Peshawar attack.
Since then, Pakistan security forces have been after Fazlullah. He
was living in hiding in Afghanistan since the successful anti-terror in
Swat, once occupied by militants belonging to Fazlullah’s TTP, in middle
of the year 2009. After his fleeing in 2009, Fazlullah constantly changed
his locations in Pakistan and, ultimately, he crossed over to Afghanistan
and had been living in the eastern parts of the country along the Pakistani border. There have been allegations from Pakistan and independent reports also have been suggesting that Fazlullah and his bands of
fighters have been given official support by the Afghan government or,
more precisely, the Afghan security establishment. There is a lot of substance in these allegations because the Afghan security establishment
has been trying to create maximum problems for Pakistan and Fazlullah
was a lever in this regard. Afghanistan since long has been accusing
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Pakistan of supporting the Afghan Taliban, waging an insurgency in
Afghanistan against the foreign forces and Afghan government. Thus,
the Afghan security establishment has been trying to retaliate against
Pakistan for the latter’s alleged support to the Afghan Taliban. However,
there is a huge difference between Afghan and Pakistani Taliban. The
Afghan Taliban justifiably have been waging a war of national liberation
against foreign forces and what they regard as their stooge Afghan government because the foreign forces ousted the legitimate Taliban government (1996-2001) through “aggression.” Whereas, Pakistani Taliban
have been a band of criminals, who once captured Swat under Fazlullah, then the head of Malakand-Swat chapter of the TTP, which was then
spearheaded by Hakimullah Mehsud.
Fazalullah has been trying since his fleeing to Afghanistan to launch
terrorist attacks inside Pakistan but he was not very successful, apart
from the APS attack. At the same time, the TTP after the killing of
Hakimullah Mehsud in a US drone attack in South Waziristan, was facing infighting particularly between its Mehsud tribe members in South
Waziristan. Due to disagreement to nominate a new member from the
Mehsud tribe, whose inhabited territory in South Waziristan was the
birthplace of the TPP in December 2007, Fazlullah was made Amir of
the TTP by the group’s Shura. However, Fazlullah could not effectively
organize the TTP as it had been during the days of the TTP founder
Baitullah Mehsud and his successor Hakimullah Mehsud. The group has
been prey to fragmentation and it had been getting weaker as time
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passed. This was primarily due to the fact that Fazlullah was not a genuine fighter but a created one. He was persuasive, due to which he attracted a lot of people, but his fighting skills have always been doubtful.
It could be said Fazlullah was an accidental Taliban commander.
Nevertheless, the ruthless Fazlullah has been a constant danger living in Afghanistan and he may have been able to regroup the TTP. He
was one of the founding members of the TTP and he once very effectively used his militants to capture Swat.
A complicating factor is the strenuous effort by the Afghan security
establishment, particularly its intelligence agency, the National Directorate of Security (NDS) to make the IS in Afghanistan a counterforce to
the Afghan Taliban and replenishing the ranks of the group through Pakistani Taliban given refuge in Afghanistan. The purpose of the NDS being
to have the IS effectively replace the Afghan Taliban. In response the
Afghan Taliban attacks against the ineffective and corruption-marred
Afghan security forces have increased, including the Taliban’s biggest
ever victory on the battlefield since their ouster in November 2001, by
capturing the northern strategic town of Kunduz in September 2016.
There has been a marked spike in the Afghan Taliban attacks since early
this year, consequently forcing Afghan President Ashraf Ghani to offer
peace talks after recognizing the group not as a militant outfit but as a
political force and of late announcing a ceasefire with the Taliban. This
situation has also compelled Afghan President Ghani, who could not
overcome his own security establishment, give up the irrational and belligerent demeanour, he has been demonstrating with regard to Pakistan,
particularly at the Heart of Asia conference in India. Instead Ghani has
had to reach out again to Pakistan to attempt a solution to the insurgency of the Taliban in Afghanistan.
Pakistan’s response to Afghan requests has been measured and this
resulted in the several visits of Pakistan’s top generals to Afghanistan,
the most recent taking place in June this year. Both the sides, on this
occasion, vowed to cooperate in eliminating terrorism from Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Fazlullah was killed just a couple of days after Pakistan
Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa’s visit to Afghanistan. This reveals
many things: most importantly, that Fazlullah was under official protection in Afghanistan. Pakistan must have demanded from Kabul action
against him for further cooperation from the Pakistani side. Fazlullah
was killed. This cooperation between Afghanistan and Pakistan is, indeed, welcome and if there is realization on both the sides that the men-

July 1-15, 2018

ace of terrorism could only be eliminated through mutual support, this
would a great leap forward. However, keeping in view the behaviour of
the Afghan security establishment regarding Pakistan, one has doubts
about continuous cooperation between the two sides.
At the same time, it must be noted that Fazlullah’s death occurred in
a US drone attack and afterwards a US deputy secretary of state stated
that Pakistan’s enemy is America’s foe and the killing of Fazlullah is the
result of cooperation between Washington and Islamabad. Obviously, if
Pakistan’s enemies would be targeted by US forces in Afghanistan this
would have wholesome effects on both countries’ relations and would
make the war on terror in the regional theatre more effective.
Fazlullah, hailing from a modest background, was the son-in-law of
veteran cleric and Taliban sympathizer, Sufi Muhammad. The latter had
founded the Tehreek-e-Nifaze-e-Shariat-e-Muhammadi (TNSM) in the
Malakand-Swat region of the KP province in the early 1990s and his
group’s massive sit-ins were instrumental in the formation of Qazi courts
in the region. Fazlullah rose from nowhere around 2004, and started extending his influence, specifically through his religions sermons delivered through an illegal FM radio station installed in a madrassa in the
Mam Dheri area of Swat. He collected alms from the local people for his
mesmerizing speeches to gullible people. Slowly and gradually, he organized his militants making use of the same donations given by the
local people and started controlling territory. At one point in time, in early
2007, he had declared Sharia in Swat with himself the Amir.
The militants associated with Fazlullah had taken control of the area
and would patrol in heavy vehicles fitted with heavy and sophisticated
weapons. So Fazlullah was the founder of Talibanization in Swat. Most
vivid manifestations of Talibanization in Swat was seen when the members of Fazlullah’s militia called “Shaheen commandoes” would flog and
punish people found involved in “crimes.” Fazlullah also had announced
the imposition of Usher (an Islamic land tax) urgently needed to run the
affairs of his parallel administration.
Historical assessment of Fazlullah reveals that he was an accidental militant who was forced to lead the Taliban and establish a fundamentalist order in the Swat Malakand region, which inflicted ineffable
misery on the people of the region, while his movement could not improve the living conditions and circumstance of even a small community. History would remember Fazalullah only as the bestial slayer of
innocent school children.
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Economics

A negative scorecard
Muhammad Jahangir
What is the economic performance of the five-year tenure of the PML-N
government? The official claim is that growth rose to 5.8 percent in the
current year against a growth of 3.68 percent in 2013 while inflation rose
by a mere 3.77 percent instead of 7.75 percent in 2018.The budget deficit
declined from 8.2 percent in 2013, to a low of 5.8 percent in 2016-17. Pakistan, under the three-year (2013-16) International Monetary Fund programme, raised revenue considerably (from 2.5 trillion rupees in 2013 to
3.95 trillion rupees in the current year - a rise of 56 percent). Development
expenditure was 5.1 percent of GDP in 2013 and in the first four years, it
was lower at 4.9 percent, 4.2 percent and 4.5 percent; however, by 2017
it was slightly higher at 5.3 percent. Private investment as a percentage
of GDP increased from 9.8 percent in 2013 to 10.4 percent in 2014-15
down to 9.8 percent according to provisional estimates of 2017-18 verifying
the country's decline in the World Bank ranking in ease of doing business
- from 110th place (out of 190 countries) in 2013 to 147th as per the latest
report
But it is equally true that the PML-N government failed on many fronts.
There is a consensus of opinion among economists that data manipulation
with respect to the growth rate has been more acute during the five years
of PML-N, relative to PPP-led coalition government's five years. This is
proved by the fact that the gap between Pakistan Bureau of Statistics data
with that released by specific government ministries/credible industry data
has kept widening in recent years.
Furthermore, the level of governance of PML-N has been worse than
during the PPP-led coalition government. This is evident from the woeful
inefficiency of public sector enterprises (PSEs). Privatisation, a manifesto
promise by the PML-N, focused on sale of profit-making units and little or
nothing was done to restructure and begin sale of loss-making units. During the last four years, inflationary pressure has been low. But it must be
kept in mind that a lower rate of inflation has been due to the drastic decline in the international price of
oil, from a high of over 140 dollars per barrel in June 2008,
to a low of 20 dollars per
barrel in January 2016.
In 2013 savings
rate was 13.9 percent of GDP but it declined to 11.4
percent by 2017-18. As a result, the
gap between savings and investment
widened during the tenure of the PMLN government which accounts partly for
the rise in government domestic debt from
9.5 trillion rupees in 2013, to over 16 trillion
rupees this year (a rise of 68 percent).Debt
was also used to enhance foreign exchange reserves and to mainly fund the massive rise in nondevelopment expenditure - from the budgeted 2.6
trillion rupees in 2013 to 4.29 trillion rupees in the cur-
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rent year - a rise of 65 percent in just five years.
The export sector fared poorly in the last five years. Two policies of the
Dar years account for a dip in exports - notably an overvalued rupee that
made our exports uncompetitive and failure to clear refunds. While the Abbasi administration tried to correct the former through two depreciations
yet economists are agreed that the rupee remains overvalued while refunds in excess of 200 billion rupees remain outstanding. Exports declined
due to an overvalued rupee that made our exports uncompetitive. Imports
rose from 41 billion dollars in 2014-15 to 48.6 billion dollars in 2016-17 and
total imports reached 45 billion dollars by April this year (in spite of a decline in the international price of oil from a high of 140 dollars per barrel in
2008, to less than half that rate for the bulk of the PML-N's tenure). Chinese Foreign Direct Investment as per the SBP is estimated at 934.8 million dollars in July-April 2017 and 1.4 billion dollars July-April 2018. This
data appears to contradict the claim by the PML-N that CPEC inflows are
under FDI. The PML-N government never uploaded data on CPEC projects which has raised serious questions
about the nature of the agreements
signed with China.
No doubt, the PML-N government
has increased generation by
10,000MW but it failed to undertake
a holistic assessment of the sector.
The transmission system was not
upgraded concurrently even
though in 2012 the then Secretary Water and Power Ministry
had warned that the transmission capacity of the network
was limited to 15,000MW.
This accounts for frequent
tripping at present. The
decision to locate some coal
plants away from the source of coal
is baffling as it would raise transport
costs and have serious health implications. It seems that the power sector performance was not the focus of the PML-N,
accounting for the circular debt rising to
levels higher than what it inherited in 2013.
At present the government does not have
funds to remove the financial bottlenecks in
the sector – ranging from import of fuel to
transmission of electricity. Borrowing has
been the order of the day which has raised the
cost of electricity for households and industry/commercial units and has been another impediment in our export growth. All in all, it was sorry performance by PML-N in all sectors of
the economy, especially with regard to the huge burden of foreign loans
which threatens to shackle future economic growth.
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Economics

Going to the IMF again?
Muhammad Jahangir
It seems the next government will be forced to go back to the IMF for a
bailout package to rescue it from sinking deeper into the rising sea of debt.
According to experts, it has become an established pattern for an outgoing
government in Pakistan to seek fresh loans to pay off the existing ones.
This happened in 2007-08 and 2012-13. This happened twice during the
1990s and is likely to happen this year again due to a worsening balance
of payment position.
Figures tell the story. As per the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics data, during FY08, the final year of the PML-Q government, the current account
deficit shot up to $14.1 billion (8.2% of gross domestic product – GDP)
from $6.87 billion (4.8% of GDP) as trade deficit increased to $20.91 billion
(12.3% of GDP) from $13.56 billion (8.9% of GDP).The rupee-dollar parity
went up from 60 in 2003 increased to 68.3 by the close of FY08. Foreign
exchange reserves fell to $11.28 billion at the end of
FY08 from $15.18 billion in one year. This forced the
new government to sign a $7.6-billion loan agreement with IMF, which later was enhanced to $11.3
billion. Again, in September 2013, another agreement with the IMF was signed for $6.12-billion assistance by the former PML-N government within three
months of taking office.
What is the state of the economy now? In the first
nine months of the current fiscal year (July-March
FY18), $12.46-billion current account deficit was registered compared with $8.35 billion in the corresponding period of FY17, denoting a rise of 49.22%.The
current account deficit included $22.30 billion in trade
deficit compared with $18.47 billion deficit recorded in
July-March FY17, which represented 20.68% growth.
In its report on Pakistan’s economy released in
March 2018, the IMF projected $15.7 billion (4.8% of
GDP) of current account deficit for the full financial
year. It forecast 10% export growth and 10.2% import
growth, which would take exports to $22.46 billion and imports to $58.22 billion, thus resulting in $35.76-billion trade deficit. But the July-March FY18
data suggests that the IMF underestimated the size of current account and
trade deficits. Based on GDP growth of 5.8%, as forecast by the government
for FY18, the projected GDP size for the outgoing fiscal year is $322.65 billion (FY17 GDP was $304.97 billion). Accordingly, at the current growth
pace, the current account and trade deficits for FY18 will reach $19.59 billion
(6.07% of GDP) and $39.32 billion (12.18% of GDP), respectively.
It is relevant to recall here that in FY17, the current account deficit was
$13.13 billion or 4.1% of GDP while trade deficit was $32.58 billion or
$10.68% of GDP. As per latest data released by the PBS, during FY18
(July-April), exports grew 13.67% to reach $19.2 billion while imports grew
14.04% to reach $49.41 billion, resulting in $30.21-billion trade deficit. At
these rates of growth, the FY18 will end up with $37.22-billion trade deficit
($23.42 billion of exports and $60.47 billion of imports), which will account
for 11.53% of GDP.
The worsening current account balance has affected both the ex-
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change rate stability and foreign exchange reserves. After nearly four
years of managed stability, the government allowed the rupee to depreciate by around five percentage points twice - in December 2017 and March
2018. One US dollar trades for over Rs125 in the open market. Liquid foreign currency reserves available with the central bank h gone down to
$11.16 billion on May 4, 2018, from $16.14 billion on May 11, 2017, a loss
of nearly $5 billion in less than a year.
There is generally a positive relationship between currency depreciation and export increase. Exports went up 10.52% in the first five months
(July-November) of the current fiscal year before the first depreciation. The
major reason was upward movement of international cotton prices, which
has continued into 2018. So it is difficult to state how much the rupee depreciation has contributed to export increase.

Faced with insufficient FDI inflows, the government has had to rely
mainly on debt-creating instruments, such as sale of bonds and commercial loans, on which interest rate is relatively high, to meet the current account deficit. Public external debt, which was $64.48 billion at the close of
2016, had gone up to $73.72 billion at the end of 2017. In the first seven
months of FY18, the government borrowed $6.6 billion. In 2018, Pakistan
will start repaying the $6.12-billion IMF loan, which would put further pressure on the BoP position. The FY19 budget has allocated Rs803.98 billion
($7.22 billion at an exchange rate of Rs115 per dollar) for the payment of
principal and interest on foreign loans.
What is the way out? An increase in exports and FDI is the key to reducing the external account deficit. But there are no indications of this happening any time soon. This leaves the only option of going to the IMF. But
as they say, there is no free lunch. IMF facility comes with strings and
tough conditionalities. Needless to say, the next government will be faced
with the difficult task of deciding whether or not to contract IMF loans and
on what terms.
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Education

Pinning hopes on the
new HEC chairman
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Professor Dr. Tariq Banuri was appointed as chairman of the Higher Education Commission (HEC) in the last week of May 2018. Before we list the
tasks he is supposed to perform in the days to come to revive and reform
higher education in the country, let’s have a look at his qualifications and
achievements as an academician and an educationist. It will help understand how much we are justified in pinning high hopes on him for start of
a new era in the country’s higher education sector.
According to a press release, issued by the University of Utah, Salt
Lake City (USA), on June 6, 2018, Professor Tariq Banuri has been appointed chairman of Pakistan’s Higher Education Commission. Earlier, he
had been working as an economics professor and associate director of
the US-Pakistan Centres for Advanced Studies in Water at the U. He also
served on the executive committee of the U Water Centre.
Prof. Banuri also served as an executive director of the Global Change
Impact Studies Centre, a dedicated research institute for climate change
studies in Pakistan. He was the founding executive director of the Sustainable Development Policy Institute in Pakistan and founding director of the
Bangkok Centre of the Stockholm Environment Institute.
Prof. Banuri worked as a member of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, which received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007. He holds
a doctoral degree from Harvard in economics, completed his master’s degree in development economics from Williams College and earned his
bachelor’s in civil engineering from the University of Peshawar.
At the University of Utah, Banuri worked to establish the US-Pakistan
Centres for Advanced Studies in Water as a model for applied research
on solving the world’s water crisis. Founded in 2015 with the support of
USAID, the Centres is a nexus of higher education, government, business
and communities working to foster water security in Pakistan. Alongside
partner university, Mehran University of Engineering and Technology, Banuri and other U researchers are forging solutions to water-related problems that inhibit education, health and stability. These water challenges —
scarcity, inadequate sanitation and inefficient management — have a
global significance and represent opportunities for sustainable solutions
in other regions, including the American West.
However, at the Higher Education Commission (HEC), the nature of
his responsibilities would be different, multidimensional. The Commission
is an independent, constitutionally established institution with a mandate
to finance, oversee, regulate and accredit all institutions of higher learning
in Pakistan.
Established in 2002, the HEC performs important functions in higher
education sector pertaining to accreditation of new and existing universi-
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Another significant challenge in
the higher education sector,
which requires immediate attention of the new HEC chief, is
restoring the Commission’s role
as a supportive and facilitative
body through respecting the autonomy of universities in the
light of recommendations of the
Steering Committee on Higher
Education 2002.
ties, degree awarding institutions, funding (both development and recurring), planning and development, recognition and equivalency of degrees,
setting policy guidelines such as in the appointment and promotion of faculty, research, quality assurance, faculty development programmes and in
improving the standard of university education in country.
In the following lines, we briefly list the tasks awaiting action by the new
commander at the HEC.
In his own words, students and faculty would be the major focus under
his stewardship. There is no denying the fact that following transparent
and merit-based mechanisms for appointments to higher education institutions, following the universal principle of “right man for the right job”, is
the first and foremost challenge. It is regrettable that currently in the Pakistani universities, most of the teachers at M.Phil. and Ph.D. levels are too
incompetent to carry out research work due to lack of knowledge about
research methodologies.
On the other hand, it is also quite unfortunate that hundreds of jobless
Ph.D. holders are seen protesting outside the HEC and press clubs for
jobs. It is hoped that new the HEC chief would also play his role in the
placement of all competent and qualified persons as hundreds of posts
are lying vacant at the higher education institutions since long.

July 1-15, 2018

The Commission, as people concerned say, feels uneasy about the inadequacies in Pakistan higher education
system, particularly in terms of quality and
standards. The situation of higher education is not just completely unsatisfactory,
it is alarming. Perhaps, it was the reason
that in his initial media talk, the new HEC
chairman vowed to work for improvement
of quality standards in higher education.
The Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan’s annual report 2017 rightly described the state of higher education in the
country in one sentence, “The focus has
not been on promotion of higher education, but on legal battles and survival issues.” Pakistan’s higher education is not
ranked anywhere among the world higher
education systems in terms of quality. The
Quacquarelli Symonds-(QS) World Universities Rankings for the year 2017 saw
only one of our 180-plus universities included in the top 500 universities. In the
World University Ranking for 2017, issued
by Times Higher Education, one Pakistani
university made it to the top 500, whereas
only two universities were included in the
top 800.
Such an alarming situation warrants
special measures by the new head of the
HEC. The country cannot progress until its
higher education system is qualitatively
strong enough because the poor quality of
education is resulting in low employability,
low performance of specialised individuals, and lack of innovative and creative
ideas. These are the key elements of success and progress presently.
Experts believe special initiatives are
required to enhance employability. Curriculum and content has to be continually
renewed and skill development networks
set up. Collection of data on job market
trends, its analysis and dissemination is
important. Drawbacks mentioned above
need to be transformed into the strength
of the Pakistan higher education system,
but this can only be done with strong
willpower, determination and willingness
to change. And we hope the new HEC
chief possesses all these qualities.
Another major challenge for the new
HEC head is bringing about positive reforms within HEC through ensuring regular meetings of HEC’s governing
board, the key body responsible for formulation of policies and responsible
for improvement of higher education in the country. It is unfortunate that
the body remained dysfunctional during last few years and even critical
policy decisions were made without its prior approval. Other organisational
issues which require immediate attention are ensuring transparency and
merit in key decisions, bringing an end to ad-hocism within the HEC
through discouraging the culture of deputation and extension and ensuring
publication of HEC annual reports.
In 2002, when the Higher Education Commission was established in
Pakistan, it was easy to manage 30 plus universities. But now, the number
of recognised universities has increased to 180-plus in the country with
more than 110 additional countrywide campuses. Out of them, only 19%
of universities are federally charted universities, while provincial governments chart the majority of the universities, 81% (152 out of 188). Like the
other federations, the provincial governments are governing the universities established by provincial authorities.
Another significant challenge in the higher education sector, which requires immediate attention of the new HEC chief, is restoring the Commission’s role as a supportive and facilitative body through respecting the
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autonomy of universities in the light of recommendations of the Steering
Committee on Higher Education 2002. Dr. Tariq Banuri himself played a
vital role in preparing these recommendations along with other reputed
academicians.
Higher education experts believe that the right to academic freedom is
important in order to enable the faculty members, researchers, and students to carry out their roles. The courses and curricula are not designed
in accordance with the standard of higher education of the present day.
There is no continuity of some of the important courses: there is also no
relationship between the related courses of common or similar knowledge.
So many important and modern courses required for higher education are
not taught at all. All these areas need focus and the special attention of
the HEC authorities.
And lastly, another very important issue: giving social sciences their
due status in higher education. Being the first HEC chairman with a social
sciences background, it is expected that Dr. Banuri would play his role for
revival of social sciences in Pakistan through meaningful engagement with
other organisations working for strengthening social sciences, for example,
the Inter-University Consortium for Promotion of Social Sciences, American Institute of Pakistan Studies, Working Group on Higher Education Reforms and the Council of Social Sciences.
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Politics

Hope for change
in Pakistan?
Faheem Amir

The real purpose and meaning of politics, which is to serve the country
and its people, is entirely changed in Pakistan. Politics has become a
source to grab power. It has turned into a vocation for corrupt, cruel and
cunning people who join this field just to plunder the country and its poor
people. There does not exist any ethics, principles, morality and ideology
in Pakistani politics. Almost, all Pakistani politicians are demagogues, dishonest, immoral, incompetent, venal, opportunistic, unpatriotic and unprincipled. They use slogans of nationalism, religion, brotherhood, equality,
change and economic prosperity to deceive and control the poor people
of Pakistan. It is contradictory that these rich and corrupt people talk about
eliminating poverty, hunger and corruption from the country.
Many politicians, including former president and the PPP leader Asif
Ali Zardari, his son Bilawal Zardari Bhutto, the PML-N leader Maryam
Nawaz and the PTI chairman Imran Khan, have submitted details of their
assets in the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP). Their assets clearly
show that they are very rich people who are ruling the country and its poor
people in the name of bringing about prosperity in Pakistan.
According to the documents, "former President Asif Zardari owns assets worth Rs758 million. He owns 349 acres of irrigation land in addition
to 7,399 acres of rented land. The former president had earned Rs100.55
million from his agriculture investment and a further Rs7.66 million from
other businesses. Bilawal Zardari Bhutto has claimed to have assets worth
Rs 1.5 billion. He owns almost two dozen properties, both inside Pakistan
and outside, besides having 23 of his immoveable assets including share
investments and bank accounts in Dubai and the UK. Most of the properties declared by Bilawal are shown as gifted by parents or grandfather.
The PML-N leader and daughter of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
Maryam Nawaz declared that her net assets amount to a total of Rs 845
million. According to details, Maryam revealed that she is a shareholder
in Chaudhry Sugar Mills Limited, Hamza Spinning Mills Limited, Muhammad Buksh Textile Mills Limited, Hudabiya Papers Mills Limited and Hudabiya Engineering Co. Private Limited. Furthermore, she also owns 1,506
kanals of irrigated land, which have increased by 548 kanals in the last
three years. Maryam also disclosed that she invested Rs 3.4 million in her
family flour mills and had lent a loan worth Rs 7 million to Soft Energy Private Limited. She also stated that she currently owns gifts and jewellery
worth Rs40 million and 1.7 million respectively. Moreover, Maryam shared
that her brother Hasan Nawaz had also given her a loan of Rs 20 million.
The PTI leader Imran Khan has net assets worth Rs38 million. Imran Khan
owns 169 acres of irrigation land. The PTI chairman has also submitted
details of his foreign visits. He had made 28 international trips from 2015
to 2018 and most of them were sponsored. In his nomination papers, Khan
has declared assets of Rs4.77 million. Imran Khan has declared his salary
to be Rs1.89 million in addition to agriculture income of Rs2.36 million, according to documents.
According to the documents, Imran Khan doesn’t have a personal car
and holds two foreign currency accounts in Islamabad. The documents
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further reveal that Imran Khan has 14 properties in Lahore, Islamabad and
other parts of Pakistan which he had inherited. Imran Khan has no business ventures in Pakistan or abroad, it added.
It is a tragic fact that these very rich people have used politics and
democracy just to protect and enhance their own wealth and power. They
have no concern about the country and its poor people. They would not
like to introduce a real democratic system in Pakistan.
Democracy flourishes in an educated society, where people choose
and replace governments through free and fair elections, where people
select their leaders and hold them accountable for their actions and policies, where people decide who will represent them through elections,
where people have the real power, where political parties have their programmes, and ideologies. Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights clearly states that, “everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives.”
Democracy protects the human and fundamental rights of all citizens.
It ensures the rule of law, introduces a merit system, implements peoplefriendly, equitable and unified economic, educational, social and legal policies. But, unfortunately, there is no real democracy in Pakistan. Only the
rich and corrupt can contest elections in our country. Wealth is the only
qualification for getting a party ticket for contesting the elections. There is
no need for any other kind of qualification like education, honesty, dedication, patriotism, ideology, etc. The common man could not dream of getting
a party ticket for contesting the elections in Pakistan.
The PTI, which attained popularity due to the slogans of change and
one Pakistan, has badly disappointed the people of Pakistan. Without feeling any shame, the PTI leader Imran Khan has welcomed, supported and
given tickets to “electable candidates”. Imran Khan, a rich person who talks
about the poor people, justice, equality and merit, has felt no hesitation to
embrace the proven corrupt politicians from other political parties like the
PPP, the PML-N, etc. He just wants to become the prime minister of Pakistan. To achieve his goal, Imran Khan has taken a U-turn on his party's
ideology and slogans of transparency, democracy and merit. Imran Khan
and the PTI's central executive committee have shamelessly ignored the
services of the old workers of the party, who are now protesting outside
Bani Galla. Ignoring the protests of the party workers, the PTI leaders are
shamelessly defending the choices. It shows that the PTI has fallen prey
to political opportunism and the idea of bringing a change through ideology
has been shattered.
Other political parties, the PPP, the PML-N, the ANP, the MMA, etc.,
are already notorious for trying to gain political power by hook or by crook.
The ANP, a party that follows the philosophy of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
as its political ideology, has given a ticket to one of the instigators in
Mashaal Khan’s murder to contest the elections. The PPP and the PMLN have also allotted tickets to many religious bigots, defectors, criminals
and the corrupt. Looking at the political spectrum, one can easily predict
that there is no hope for change in Pakistan in the near future.
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Terrorism

Post-Fazlullah
Pak-US relations
Dr. Qaisar Rashid

In mid-June, two developments took place in Afghanistan. First, a drone
strike culled Mullah Fazlullah, the head of the Pakistani Taliban or Tehreki-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). Secondly, on the eve of Eid, a cease-fire took
place between the Kabul government and the Afghan Taliban. These developments bear the potential of not only affecting Pakistan, but also the
consequent Pak-US and even Pak-Afghan relations.
Drone strikes might have earned a name by taking out its target surgically, with as little collateral damage as possible, but these strikes have
also shown that the precise target is marked out through luring an acquaintance of the quarry into seeking head money. In March, the US announced a five million dollar reward for providing a tip-off about Mullah
Fazlullah. The enticement worked. Mullah Fazlullah was not on the hit list
of the US; he was required by Pakistan.
In Pakistan, Mullah Fazlullah became known in 2006, when he
launched a private radio (FM station) in Swat and earned the nickname
of Mullah Radio. He propagated against polio vaccination and girls’ education, declaring them Western agendas meant for vitiating a society. His
propaganda against the anti-polio drive was so intense and effective that
not only were polio workers attacked in Swat and Khyber Pakhtunkhawa,
but common people also fell victim to it and declined to administer polio
vaccination drops to their children. Mullah Fazlullah constructed his own
caliphate and, since 2009, he was on the run when a military operation
was launched in Swat. At the age of 15, when Malala Yousafzai raised
her voice for female education, she was attacked in 2012, and she barely
escaped death from a shot in the head. In 2013, Mullah Fazlullah’s efforts
to spread obscurantism and extremism paid returns when after the death
of Hakimullah Mehsud, he got elected as the head of the TTP.
Since 16 December, 2014, when terrorists attacked the Army Public
School in Peshawar, Pakistan required the neutralization of Fazlullah, who
had sponsored the attack. Fazlullah was the bone of contention between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Pakistan claimed that the Kabul government
protected Fazlullah by not only providing him shelter, but also by facilitating immunity from attack. Being annoyed, Pakistan also remained dismissive of the “do more” demands of the US, assuming that the US
deliberately spared Fazlullah in Afghanistan and, thereby, the TTP.
The province of Kunar is considered the stronghold of the TTP. In
March, Abdullah, a son of Fazlullah lost his life in a drone strike in Kunar
province and, now, on June 13, Fazlullah was targeted. It simply means
that money works wonders in Afghanistan. Apparently, the money of US
taxpayers, namely, head money, made inroads into the much-vaunted tradition of Pashtunwali, and helped the US authorities eradicate him. The
US has removed a major hitch in Pak-US relations.
There are expected two blowbacks against Pakistan. First, the TTP
may regroup under a new leadership and launch a series of retaliatory

July 1-15, 2018

strikes inside Pakistan. The forthcoming election rallies may offer militants
ample opportunities to launch a blood bath. Secondly, the US may reiterate the “do more” mantra and coerce Pakistan into taking action against
the Afghan Taliban settled in Pakistan, especially those inhabiting the suburbs of Peshawar and Quetta. Taken both repercussions together, one
can say that, in July, Pakistan may get involved in an escalating anti-militant slog. Pakistan’s mainland and the western border may see increased
terrorist activity.
Along with the “do more” demand of the US, is the demand that Pakistan should persuade the Afghan Taliban to enter into negotiations with
the Kabul government. The Afghan Taliban are dismissive of the Kabul
government and demand to have talks directly with the US authorities.
On the other hand, the Afghan Taliban feel the pressure of Pakistani authorities who keep insisting the former have talks with the Kabul government.
Several rounds of talks between the US and the Afghan Taliban have
already taken place in Doha, Qatar. The Afghan Taliban seem to have
been impressed with these rounds of talks. The other channel of talks
with the Kabul government is with the help of Pakistan and China. The
Afghan Taliban seem to have shunned this round of talks. They proffer
one ruse or another to postpone this round of talks. The Murree talks
stand suspended and have proved fruitless so far.
On June 7, the Kabul government announced a unilateral ceasefire
against the Afghan Taliban, who reciprocated the peace overture just
three days before Eid, but with the caveat that the fight would restart after
the holy month of Ramadan. Declaring the US forces invaders and the
Kabul government puppets, the Afghan Taliban turned down the proposal
of the extension of the truce. Similarly, Pakistan thinks that the US is looking for a scapegoat to lay the blame of its failure in Afghanistan on Pakistan. On the other hand, the US has expressed its resolve to forge a
politically negotiated settlement of the Afghan question.
Interestingly, Islamic State (or Da’esh) which was not consulted on the
ceasefire, responded by launching a suicide attack on June 16, and then
on June 17, in Nangarhar province, including the city of Jalalabad.
Currently, Pakistan is still under pressure from the US which scaled
down 1.1 US billion dollars of military aid to Pakistan over the allegations
that it was letting safe heavens of the Afghan Taliban thrive on its land.
The killing of Fazlullah has emboldened the US to ask Pakistan for taking
a concrete action against the Afghan Taliban, who are alleged to move
to-and-fro between eastern Afghanistan and western Pakistan across the
border.
]In short, the truce between the Kabul government and the Afghan Taliban may not be tenable, but the ball is in Pakistan’s court. Something will
have to be forthcoming to reciprocate the elimination of Mullah Fazlullah.
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Your View
Water crisis

Dams in Held Kashmir
A curfew was imposed in Srinagar because Indian Prime Minister Narendra

WATER emergency in Pakistan is increasing with each

Modi came to the capital of the occupied territory to inaugurate the Kis-

passing day and the burgeoning population is adding to the

hanganga dam, built in violation of the World Bank-sponsored Indus Waters

problem. According to an International Monetary Fund re-

Treaty of 1960. It is one of the six hydro-electric projects India is building in

port, Pakistan is third among the nations confronting water

Occupied Kashmir to steal Pakistan’s water. Pakistani leaders have not

scarcity. While such reports should have rung alarm bells

shown the necessary alarm against Indian designs. They are more inter-

in power corridors, Pakistan’s policymakers seem oblivious

ested in buying property overseas. If we had cast our votes in favour of hon-

to the grave issue. Neither the federal government nor the

est politicians the situation would have not been what it is today. Let us note

provincial governments are keen in dealing with the water

that Modi master-minded the slaughter of 2,000 Muslims in Gujarat and he

issue. The political parties are busy playing dirty politics

has made it known that he wants to destroy Pakistan. He is a cruel man.

without realizing the severity of the water crisis. It might

The only choice for Pakistanis is unity. Only unity can help build a powerful

not take too long for our cities to face a Thar-like situation

Pakistan that will be able to stand up to India’s design to steal the water that

where about 828 children have died owing to drought and

morally and legally belongs to Pakistan. I have no doubt the time will soon

lack of water during the last three years. We must act now

come when Kashmir will be free and be part of a prosperous Pakistan.

to conserve water and devise ways to store it.

Raja Ghazanfar Adowaliya

M. Ishaq Asif

Rawalpindi

Karachi

Minor bikers

Ch. Nisar’s career
CHAUDHRY Nisar has almost parted ways with the PML-N. This

TRAFFIC authorities in Karachi should pay attention to the bur-

does not mean his political career is over. Nisar is a senior politician

geoning number of minors riding motorcycles on busy roads.

and his long political career and good reputation are known among

Children as young as eight can be seen riding motorcycles with

people. He may win elections as an independent while almost every

many of their friends sitting behind them. This is in clear violation

political party’s doors are open for him. A person with 34 years’ as-

of traffic rules and regulations. In older areas of the city, this issue

sociation will be an asset for any party. It is unfortunate Nawaz

has led to a number of road accidents. Many pedestrians, mostly

Sharif lost a wise advisor. All chairmen and presidents of political

senior citizens, have been critically injured in these accidents,

parties must ponder can they afford to lose assets like Nisar.

while the children on these bikes tend to escape the scene. In the

Jibran Baig

thrill of riding, children often forget that they, too, can be injured

Hyderabad

by their antics. The relevant authorities are earnestly requested to
introduce stricter measures to deal with children who ride motorcycles on the main roads without having valid licences.
Abdul Aziz Khatri

Eid and poverty

Karachi

ACCORDING to news reports, this Eid people indulged in record
spending. This is corroborated by the rush of people in markets and
shopping centres. There were traffic jams because of the extraordinary number of vehicles on the roads in all cities in the latter half of

Encroachment

the holy month. The shopping spree continued till the early morning

A DEPARTMENT store has illegally occupied the service road be-

hours of Eid day.

tween 159- Y and 160-Q, Block 3, of PECHS, by installing a big

On the three days declared public holiday for Eid, parks, hotels and

cooling plant and a big generator, thus blocking the road, causing

all other public places were overflowing with humanity. Naturally,

too much noise and creating problems for the residents 24/7. Peo-

the eateries and amusement arcades did a roaring business.

ple, especially old, cannot take rest or sleep because of the noise,

One marvels at the level of spending and wonders whether this is

besides the emission of carbon fumes, posing risks to their health.

an indicator of actual prosperity or yet another mirage as our peo-

I appeal to the departments concerned to take necessary action

ple love to live it up on borrowed money.

by removing the illegal plant and generator to give us peace.
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Leaf-cutter ants pick up the pace
when they sense rain
Yao Hua Law

The most ancient African baobabs
are dying and no one knows why
Susan Milius
The last 13 years have been
terrible for ancient African
baobab trees. Nine of the 13
oldest either lost trunks or died
altogether after having lived
for longer than a millennium,
researchers report.

In Central America’s rain-drenched forests, leaf-cutting ants collect pieces
of leaves on which they grow fungi for food. But the rain can hit hard, especially for a small ant. When leaf-cutting ants sense an incoming shower,
they hoof it back to their nests, says a study.
Researchers from Argentina, Mexico and Peru tested how one species of
leaf-cutting ants, Atta cephalotes, in Costa Rica deals with rain. The scientists placed hollow boxes filled with wet cotton on ant trails in the forest.
When A. cephalotes walked through the boxes, they experienced higher
relative humidity, as if it were about to rain. In another experiment, the researchers poured water on plants beside the trail to simulate falling raindrops. Both situations caused the ants to scramble to their nest up to 30
percent faster than normal, from about 1.21 meters per minute to 1.49.
The researchers think that leaf-cutter ants speed up to keep their cargo
and themselves dry, with good reason: A wet leaf fragment weighs more
than double a dry one. In the study, when the ants or leaves got wet, the
insects readily dropped their harvest and returned to the nest. But by hurrying along at the first hints of rain, the ants could stay dry and hold onto
the leaves.

July 1-15, 2018

But just what the demise means for the iconic species is up for debate.
“Whilst we are saddened about the death and collapse (of the old trees),
current evidence does not indicate that this is affecting the whole population,” says plant scientist Sarah Venter, who was not part of the new study.
Venter, with the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, does not
see an immediate threat to the species as a whole. These trees of extreme
age “were probably more vulnerable to dry conditions,” she says. “Tree
mortality is complex and can be attributed to many causes, including climate change and droughts.”
The Adansonia digitata species of the baobab group is the longest-living
kind of flowering tree. With its mass of skinny branches dividing like
rootlets over a fat trunk, the species sometimes gets teased as an upsidedown tree. Long-stemmed brown fruits also encourage the nickname
“dead-rat tree.” Yet people have long cherished the giant baobabs for
food, medicine and spiritual value. Of the 13 oldest known A. digitata, four
have died since 2005, says study coauthor Adrian Patrut, who specializes
in inorganic and nuclear chemistry at Babeş-Bolyai University in ClujNapoca, Romania. Five others of these ancient trees across the African
continent have lost enormous chunks of their multiple trunks, Patrut and
his colleagues report.
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Health

Kitchen towels laden with bacteria
Steven Reinberg
Is your kitchen towel making you sick? The answer could be yes if you use
the towel for many purposes, have a large family and are not a vegetarian,
according to a new study of germs lurking on towels.
Forty-nine percent of the kitchen towels collected for the study were laden
with bacteria, and the bacterial count increased with the number of family
members and kids, researchers from the Indian Ocean island/nation of
Mauritius reported. "Cross-contamination is happening in the kitchen, and
those bacteria could reach our food and cause food poisoning," said lead
researcher Susheela Biranjia-Hurdoyal. She is a senior lecturer in the department of health at the University of Mauritius. Specifically, the researchers found that towels used for a variety of tasks -- such as wiping
utensils, drying hands, holding hot utensils or cleaning surfaces -- had
more bacteria than towels used for one task. In addition, damp towels had
more bacteria than dry ones, the investigators found.

at higher rates in families with non-vegetarian diets. E. coli is a normal bacteria found in the intestine and is released in large numbers in human
feces. S. aureus is a bacteria found in the respiratory tract.

Of the 49 samples that were infested with bacteria, 37 percent had Escherichia coli (E. coli), 37 percent had Enterococcus, and 14 percent were
infected with Staphylococcus aureus (S. aureus). For the study, BiranjiaHurdoyal and her colleagues sampled 100 kitchen towels that had been
used for one month. They classified the types of bacteria on the towels
and also how much bacteria was present. Higher rates of S. aureus were
found among low-income families and those with children, the findings
showed. The risk for E. coli was higher in damp towels than dry ones, from
towels used for several jobs rather than single-use ones, and from those
used in non-vegetarian households. Both E. coli and S. aureus were found

The researchers' advice? "Avoid humid and multi-usage towels," BiranjiaHurdoyal suggested. Kevin Sauer is an associate professor of dietetics at
Kansas State University College of Human Ecology in Manhattan, Kansas.
He said, "The key advice is to remain attentive to food safety when preparing food in the home, which includes proper hand-washing, avoiding crosscontamination, and cooking and storing foods at the right temperatures."
In a food-handling study he did in 2015, Sauer found that cloth towels were
the most contaminated. "However, even when provided with disposable
single-use paper towels, participants were still observed using these in a
way that led to additional contamination of contact surfaces," he noted.

Who will and who won't get the flu?
Robert Preidt
Doctors can't yet predict if someone exposed to the flu will become sick. But
such predictions may be getting closer to reality, new research hints.
Researchers at Stanford University School of Medicine say they've identified
a "biomarker" that indicates a person's susceptibility to flu viruses. "We've
been after this for about four years," said study senior author Purvesh Khatri,
an associate professor of medicine and of biomedical data science. "To our
knowledge, it's the first biomarker that shows susceptibility to influenza,
across multiple strains," Khatri said in a university news release. A bloodbased gene called KLRD1 reveals the presence of a type of immune cell believed crucial for halting flu infection in the early stages, the study authors
said.
The higher the levels of this cell in someone's blood, the less susceptible they
are to the flu, the investigators said. Khatri noted that the link between KLRD1
levels and influenza susceptibility is only an association, and doesn't prove
cause and effect. The next step is to find the mechanism that may be at work.
"It will be crucial to understand the role of natural killer cells' protection so
that we can potentially leverage that in designing better flu vaccines," he said.
"Since we see that natural killer cells are protective across different strains,
maybe that would be a path to a universal flu vaccine." The ability to identify
people at highest risk for flu infection could be very useful in certain situations,
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the researchers said.
"If, for example, there's a flu epidemic going on, and Tamiflu supplies are limited, this data could help identify who should be (preventively) treated first,"
Khatri said.
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Film

Ocean's 8: heist caper assembles the best gang
imaginable, then forgets the plan

The Incredibles 2 – superhero family return in fun
and zippy sequel

Tim Robey

Scott Tobias

Time’s up on all-male heist
shenanigans in Ocean’s
Eight, which proves that Y
chromosomes in a glitzy,
star-led ensemble caper
are thoroughly surplus to
requirements.
What else does the film
prove? That Sandra Bullock is just as fit to front an Ocean’s film as
George Clooney, if not rather more so? That Anne Hathaway’s comic
skills and game self-parody are well worth showcasing in bitchy roles?
That Cate Blanchett absolutely rocks in cheetah-print coats and biker
leathers? All of this, handily. It doesn’t prove that Clooney’s Danny
Ocean is dead, but it pretends he is, in circumstances unexplained,
when his sister Debbie (Bullock) sob-stories her way out of prison at the
start. The point is: she’s our substitute. And her attitude to small- and
medium-scale larceny is not quite the same as Danny’s watchful waiting
game. Hours after waltzing through the gate of that jail, where she’s
spent five years paying a seething penance for art fraud, she’s back in
business with some high-end shoplifting.

Upgrade – cornucopia of genre thrills more
than the sum of its parts

It’s been nearly 14 years
since Pixar’s The Incredibles raised the bar on superhero movies, but not a
second of screen time
passes between it and The
Incredibles 2, which picks
up the action so fluidly that
a swiftly paced four-hour feature is only a splice away. But a lot has
changed in that (real-life) time gap: the superhero mythos has been
darkened, lightened, serialised and bundled into ubiquity. Now writerdirector Brad Bird faces the Ayn Rand-esque threat posed by Syndrome, the imposter villain of the first one: “When everyone’s super,
no one will be.”
The decision to begin The Incredibles 2 at the end of The Incredibles is
the most conservative choice possible for a company looking to cash in
on one of its biggest hits. It also happens to be right. Bird gets the freedom to put his head down and send his characters on a new adventure
without having to worry about where they belong in the DC and Marvel
universes, or which themes and moods might be en vogue. There are
plenty of signs of modernity here, including stunning advances in Pixar’s
photorealistic backdrops and an electronic menace tailored for the
smartphone age, but Bird has reason to feel confident that his family of
superheroes doesn’t need to be reinvented. Like all families, they’re a
perpetual work in progress.

Luke Buckmaster
Australian Leigh
Whannell, writer
of Saw and The
Mule and former
bathtub-bound
local film reviewer,
fires all futuristic
guns a-blazin’ with
a pulpy, pacey,
punchy science
fiction romp about
a quadriplegic who embarks on a violent AI-assisted revenge spree.
In Upgrade, Whannell’s second film as a director (following Insidious:
Chapter 3), the protagonist is given a second chance at life (like Seconds) by putting a computer inside his body (like The Terminal Man) that
talks to and befriends him (like Her) but is far from a pushover (like HAL
from 2001, or the existentially troubled bomb from Dark Star) and blurs
the line between human and machine (like Robocop). Upgrade is a veritable cornucopia of genre thrills and spills, machine-tooled for fans of
action-packed sci-fi. Influences and inspirations are strewn all over the
place – from Cronenbergian body horror to Verhoevenian schlock to a
dank Ridley Scott or Denis Villeneuve “world gone wrong” aesthetic, infused with a scuzzy grindhouse vibe. The story revolves around mechanic Grey (Logan Marshall-Green) who we learn likes his machines
old fashioned and non-augmented, which makes him a sadistically appealing choice for a super-advanced computer to inhabit.
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Mikey and Nicky – a neglected gem of 70s cinema
Peter Bradshaw
Masculinity never got more
toxic, or more desolate,
than in Mikey and Nicky, an
extraordinary noir drama
from the great writer, comic
and film-maker Elaine May.
Starring John Cassavetes
and Peter Falk, each at the
top of his acting game, it is
a neglected 1976 gem from a neglected Hollywood genius. May was
known for her comedy but here proves absolutely fluent in the language
of mobster lowlife, with an edge of caustic, disillusioned humour, and
strange yet shockingly real outbursts of violence in which cafe owners
and bus drivers are suddenly roughed up.
Cassavetes is Nicky, a smalltimer who has stolen about a thousand dollars from the mob and now fears for his life. Hiding out in a flophouse,
crazed with fear, sleeplessness, lack of food and the pain from a stomach ulcer, he calls his best friend from childhood, a connected guy called
Mikey, played by Falk. Mikey shows up, wearily accustomed, it seems,
to getting his buddy out of jams. He chivvies and begs and cajoles the
querulous Nicky into getting shaved and dressed and coming with him
to the airport where he can be spirited out of town.
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The Crooked Staircase

The History of Bees

Dean Koontz

Maja Lunde

Jane Hawk—who dazzled readers in The
Silent Corner and The Whispering Room—
faces the fight of her life, against the threat
of a lifetime, in this electrifying new thriller by
#1 New York Times bestselling suspense
master Dean Koontz. “I could be dead tomorrow.
Or something worse than dead.” Jane Hawk
knows she may be living on borrowed time.
But as long as she’s breathing, she’ll never
cease her one-woman war against the terrifying conspiracy that threatens the freedom—and free will—of millions. Battling the
strange epidemic of murder-suicides that
claimed Jane’s husband, and is escalating across the country, has made
the rogue FBI agent a wanted fugitive, relentlessly hunted not only by
the government but by the secret cabal behind the plot. Deploying every
resource their malign nexus of power and technology commands, Jane’s
enemies are determined to see her dead or make her wish she was.
Jane’s ruthless pursuers can’t stop her from drawing a bead on her prey:
a cunning man with connections in high places, a twisted soul of unspeakable depths with an army of professional killers on call.

Two
Gulzar
We were One people. One parted. Now
we are Two. It is the winter of 1946. A truck
leaves the village of Campbellpur after
news of the impending Partition starts
pouring in. Its motley crew comprises a
dhaba owner, a kothewali, a Rai Bahadur
and his family, a young widow and her
child. On the way, they pick up sundry
other people a young boy and his grandfather, and two sisters all displaced by a
destiny they did not choose.
They have just heard words like border and
refugee, and are struggling to understand
how drawing a line might carve out Pakistan from Hindustan. As they
reach close to where they imagine the border will be drawn, the caravan
disperses and people go their own ways. The passage to the border,
fraught with danger and despair as it is, is not an end. It is what follows
that lends their journey the nature of an odyssey one that has not stopped.
Gulzar s first novel tracks the lives of these people up to the anti-Sikh
riots of 1984 and the Kargil War in the 1990s. Written in Gulzar’s inimitable riveting style, and drawing from his personal memories of the Partition, Two is as much about what it entailed for ordinary people as it is
a meditation on the fact that the division of India, once set into motion,
kept happening inexorably and ceaselessly.

26

In the spirit of Station Eleven and Never
Let Me Go, this dazzling and ambitious literary debut follows three generations of
beekeepers from the past, present, and future, weaving a spellbinding story of their
relationship to the bees – and to their children and one another – against the backdrop of an urgent, global crisis. England,
1851. William is a biologist and seed merchant, who sets out to build a new type of
beehive—one that will give both him and
his children honour and fame. United
States, 2007. George is a beekeeper and
fights an uphill battle against modern farming, but hopes that his son can be their salvation. China, 2098. Tao hand
paints pollen onto the fruit trees now that the bees have long since disappeared. When Tao’s young son is taken away by the authorities after
a tragic accident—and is kept in the dark about his whereabouts and
condition—she sets out on a grueling journey to find out what happened
to him.
Haunting, illuminating, and deftly written, The History of Bees joins these
three very different narratives into one gripping and thought provoking story
that is just as much about the powerful relationships between children and
parents as it is about our very relationship to nature and humanity.

From Kargil to the Coup
Nasim Zehra
Ever since the Kargil war of 1999 between
then newly nuclearized India and Pakistan,
there has been endless speculation about
the precise motivations, planning and execution of the operation. In her long-awaited
study of Kargil, Nasim Zehra combines
hitherto unknown information garnered
from key players in the Pakistani military
establishment involved in the planning of
the incursion with a historically grounded
and analytically nuanced analysis of the
Indo-Pakistan conflict over Kashmir.
She convincingly shows how the Kargil conflict accentuated Pakistan's
relations with not only India and the United States of America but also
brought to the fore age-old tensions between the civil and military arms
of the state, resulting in the 1999 military coup. A gripping account of
the Kargil war as it unfolded surreptitiously and then flagrantly, this
study puts to rest myths about the relative strengths of the military decision-making process in Pakistan compared to its civilian counterpart,
underscoring the imperative need to streamline both with a view to facilitating more cooperative relations between them, especially in the
realm of strategic security. Well researched and persuasively argued,
the book is mandatory reading for students of international relations
and South Asia.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You can't help everyone. Use your high energy and dynamic approach to win favors
from superiors. You may find that your generosity has been taken for granted. You may
find yourself in the limelight for the wrong
reasons. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday.

Travel will promote new romantic connections. Do not let in-laws upset you. Your
hypnotic eyes will capture the hearts of
those who interest you. Romantic opportunities are evident if you get involved in
large groups or organizations. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Be prepared to lose friends or alienate loved
ones due to your stubborn nature lately.
Chances to express your ideas and beliefs
can bring popularity as long as you're not arrogant. They won't get away with it. Your
partner will be emotionally unable to cope.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Call a good friend. Your generous nature
could be taken advantage of. Don't neglect
these problems; deal with them once and for
all, then move on to more pleasurable tasks.
Major job changes or opportunities to get
ahead professionally are apparent. Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Stick to doing things that will make you a
better person both physically and mentally.
Travel for business or pleasure will be enlightening. If you're uncertain of your feelings, keep your opinions to yourself. Your
devotion will be persuasive. Your lucky day
this week will be Monday.

Use your obvious talent to work with detail
and you can come up with something great.
Take time to find out if anyone has a better
suggestion before you make arrangements
for the whole family. Use your inventiveness
to find solutions. You can meet potential new
mates if you socialize with friends. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Don't count your chickens before they hatch.
Be diplomatic but stem. Travel will result in
new romantic attractions. Your personal
partner may be less than willing to accommodate you this week. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Your attitude could be up and down like a yoyo. Art investment will pay big dividends in the
long term. You should socialize with clients or
upper echelons of your industry if possible. Expect to experience a sudden reversal of fortune. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

Try to enlist the help of those you trust in
order to fulfill the demands being made of
you. Look into alternate means of sup porting your financial burdens. Your bankbook
will suffer and your restrictions will put a
damper on your relationship. Luck is with
you, regardless of the financial venture. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

If you're willing to cut loose you will find yourself
in the midst of an exciting encounter. Find ways
to make extra cash. Start making things or
reusing rather than buying ready made. Invite
friends over. You need to keep everyone on
your domestic scene too busy to complain.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

This is a great day to beautify your living
quarters or to entertain at home. You won't
be well received by superiors or by your
spouse. Be sure to take care of any minor
ailments. You can become obsessed with
detail and must be sure to divide your time
appropriately. Your lucky day this week will
be Friday.

Travel should be on your agenda. Family
trips or projects should be on your mind. Organize all the responsibilities that have to be
attended to and make sure everyone knows
what to do. Acknowledge your lover's needs.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.
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