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Politics

Elections 2018: PML-N in trouble
It is election time, and the political scenario is
changing fast. For the PML-N, the situation is
getting worse with each passing day. The party
is in a state of disarray as more and more former MNAs and MPAs are jumping ship to join
the PTI or contest as independents.
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Economics

Woes of the
textile industry
Muhammad Jahangir

As per figures released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Pakistan’s
textile and clothing exports fell 1.30pc to $1.064 billion last month on a
year-on-year basis. Overall textile exports declined by 1.65 percent to
$6.156 billion during the first six months of the last fiscal year as compared
to $6.2589 billion for the same period a year ago. An analysis of the provisional export data of selected commodities indicates a 49.87 percent decrease in export of raw cotton during July-December 2017, as compared
to the same period of last fiscal year. A primary factor underlying the fall in
exports of value-added textile products is said to be that Pakistan’s pref-
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erential access to the European Union under the GSP-Plus scheme did
not boost the country’s exports as expected owing to a slump in demand
in the 28-nation bloc.
The textile sector recently launched a public campaign to seek relief
with respect to two major issues that are impeding its exports: a cumulative
rise in pending sales and income tax as well as customs duty refunds and
export incentive package that would minimize the cost differential between
Pakistan's textile sector and their international competitors, regional as
well as beyond.
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Delays in sales tax refunds have constrained the liquidity needs of textile exporters, particularly ones in the small and medium enterprise segment. Many are struggling to process new orders while falling behind on
existing export commitments. For this neglect the government is solely responsible. Refunds are not a subsidy but payment to the exporter withheld
by the Federal Board of Revenue at earlier stages of production to be paid
at the time of export of the finished product and zero rating domestic supplies used during the product's manufacturing process. In other words, an
exporter legitimately calculates refunds as cash in hand and FBR's failure
to refund has resulted in a severe liquidity crisis that in several instances
necessitates borrowing at a cost that adds to the cost of the finished product making our exports uncompetitive in the international market.
In a recent statement, All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APTMA)
Chairman put the pending sales tax refunds alone at a massive Rs120 billion. Ideally, these should have been cleared within ninety days. The Pakistan Textile Exporter Association (PTEA) has drawn attention to the fact
that not even one processed sales tax refund claim has been paid in the
last eight months, while a large amount of sales tax RPOs is also pending
payment. The association also highlighted the government’s inability to honour the duty drawback of taxes under the incentive package with only 20
percent of the amount being paid. The Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (PHMA)
has also complained about the billions stuck in previous drawback of
local taxes and levies (DLTL) with
some going as far back as 2011.
It is estimated that refunds to be
cleared by the FBR total over 200
billion rupees. In 2009, the FBR,
with assistance from the World
Bank, had launched the Expeditious Refund System (ERS) which
was designed to process claims
electronically under certain riskbased parameters for manufacturers-cum-exporters
in
major
export-oriented sectors. So why
does the FBR routinely delay refunds and allow them to pile up?
The reason lies with the Ministry of
Finance, with the FBR under its administrative control, and its perennial shortage of revenue to meet its
ever-rising expenditure. In other
words, to show a lower budget
deficit, Pakistani governments instruct the FBR to go slow, and in
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years like the present
when the budget deficit is
expected to reach unsustainable levels, the instructions may well be to
simply stop paying refunds. This, unfortunately,
has a negative impact on
exporters' capacity to be
competitive.
Last year, the government announced a textile
policy that gave a 4pc rebate on the exports of
readymade garments on a
10pc incremental increase
over the preceding year.
One of the reasons cited
for the textile package
was the need for countering the rising cost of production. The rebate was
2pc and 1pc on the incremental increase in the exports of home textiles and
fabrics, respectively. However, no concession was
announced on raw material or yarn exports. Under this policy, the government paid Rs2.5bn to exporters in the last fiscal year. Further, from January 2017 onwards, the government not only increased the rebate to 7pc
for readymade garments, but also allowed cash support of 4pc on yarn
and grey cloth under the Rs180bn package announced by the prime minister.
The government has reportedly proposed yet another export promotion
package of 28 billion rupees - the third since January 2017. The first 180
billion rupee export package announced in January 2017 was never fully
implemented due to the government's financial constraints, while the second one announced last year was abandoned half-way as it was to be
funded by savings from increasing duties on import items which were never
implemented. The Economics Survey 201718 acknowledged that the textile industry contributes nearly one-fourth
of industrial value-added and provides employment to about 40 percent of
industrial labour force. Barring seasonal and cyclical fluctuations, textile
products have maintained an average share of about 60 percent in national
exports - a share that textile products achieved during the first nine months
of the current fiscal year. The textile sector remains an extremely important
contributor to the national economy. As such, its genuine concerns need
to be addressed at the earliest possible.
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Politics

Elections 2018: PML-N
in trouble
Nasim Ahmed

It is election time, and the political scenario is changing fast. For the PMLN, the situation is getting worse with each passing day. The party is in a
state of disarray as more and more former MNAs and MPAs are jumping
ship to join the PTI or contest as independents. Long-time stalwarts like
Ch. Nisar Ali Khan and Zaeem Qadri have deserted the party and thrown
an open challenge to the leadership.
The latest wave of defections has virtually wiped out the PML-N’s
prospects of victory in south Punjab. The Grand Trunk Road, the bastion
of PML-N, too is in jeopardy. A large number of local party leaders in Gujranwala, Sheikhupura, Gujrat and other central districts have either
switched sides or declared their independence. Things have come to such
a pass that party tickets are being refused and returned.
A section of the media sees the hand of the Establishment behind PMLN’s predicament. But the fact is that PML-N has never been an ideological
party. It is a conglomerate of various groups who have vested interests
and come together to share the loaves and fishes of office. What is happening today happened back in the years 2002, 2008 and 2013 when 80100 legislators joined the winning bandwagon – PML-Q, PPP and PML-N.
History seems to be repeating itself.
Some political pundits are of the view that as many as 100 independents
will emerge victorious and form a group to play a decisive role in forming
the new government. Those who are standing as independents not only
include defectors from the mainstream parties but also members of some
religious outfits like the Milli Muslim League, an offshoot of the banned Jamaatud Dawa, that has been refused registration by the Election Commission.
The biggest benefactor from the PML-N’s travails is the PTI. Apart from
the youth population, its main power base, the PTI has now turned to realpolitik and coopted a large number of electables. Besides, the PTI has
successfully cultivated the religious lobby and won the support of some
major pir khanas across the country. But there are still doubts about the
party reaching the magic figure, or even close to it, to form the next government alone.
Among the many factors affecting the PML-N’s election campaign is the
endless internal squabbles over ticket allocations which has created a
sense of demoralisation among its supporters. With Nawaz Sharif out of
the race, Shahbaz Sharif is now running the election machine. But he has
not been able to make any impact so far. To add to his troubles, recent torrential rains in Lahore caused severe damage to Shahbaz Sharif’s political
persona and reputation as an effective administrator.
It is no longer a secret that there is a serious difference of opinion between
the Sharif brothers over how to handle the present situation. This has further compounded the party’s predicament. There are two completely opposite narratives espoused by the Sharif brothers. While Nawaz Sharif and
his daughter have shown no change in their confrontationist stance, Shahbaz has increasingly taken a conciliatory path. In fact, Shahbaz does not
endorse Nawaz’s narrative on khalai makhlooq and in a recent speech
held an olive branch and hinted at forming a national government. He also
offered to open negotiations for a new political charter, including all stake-
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holders as well as the security agencies in order to tackle the internal and
external challenges facing the country.
The line taken by Shahbaz Sharif is supported by the senior members of
the party whose primary interest lies in winning the elections and remaining
in the corridors of power. For them, the policy of confrontation can spoil
the party’s chances to return to power. Some PML-N leaders genuinely
believe that Shahbaz’s reconciliation policy provides the only way out of
the present impasse.
As things stand, the ruling party is now a shadow of its former self. The
outcome of the coming polls is a foregone conclusion. What we are witnessing today is an Imran Khan wave and it seems nothing can now stop
the PTI’s march to victory. The only question now is: what is going to be
the PTI’s margin of victory?
All kinds of permutations and combinations are being made. Analysts are
generally agreed that the PTI will emerge as the single largest party but
whether it will win a simple majority of seats is still not clear. The PML-N
has its roots dug deep in Punjab and will offer a tough fight to the PTI. The
PPP has its own plans for a comeback in the province which was once its
bastion of power. In Sindh, the PPP, despite facing a combined opposition,
is expected to easily win a comfortable majority of NA and PA seats. In KP,
PTI faces a tough opposition from MMA and PML-N. Balochistan is an
open territory where local political groups dominate. In all probability, both
in Punjab and at the Centre coalition governments will be formed with the
PTI as the senior partner.

[On July 6, 2018, the Accountability Court of Islamabad sentenced Nawaz
Sharif and Maryam Nawaz to ten years and seven years, respectively, in
jail. The impact of this decision on the political career of the two PML-N
leaders and on the fate of the party will only be gauged in the days to
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Law

Pakistan’s low score
on rule of law index
Nasim Ahmed

It is a well-known fact that Pakistan is a terrorist infested country and its people are among the most vulnerable in the world. Now this fact has been highlighted by a new report on the rule of law over the globe by the World Justice
Project.
According to the report, the people of Pakistan are the least protected in
the world against terrorism and armed conflict. The Rule of Law Index for
2017-2018 has ranked Pakistan at the bottom of the Order and Security performance indicator in their annual evaluation. Pakistan is listed at 105 out of
113 nations worldwide in the overall classification, with the country managing
to score only 0.39/1, with 1 indicating the strongest adherence to the rule of
law.
According to the authors of the report, the assessment is aimed at providing a portrait of the rule of law in various countries by measuring eight indicators based on the experience of the general public and the opinion of
subject experts. The eight indicators are constraints on government powers,
absence of corruption, open government, fundamental rights, order and security, regulatory enforcement, civil justice, and criminal justice.
Pakistan has fared poorly in almost all indicators designed to quantify adherence to the rule of law, but its performance in relation to order and security
was especially has been especially dismal, the score being only 0.32.However, there is a silver lining. The report acknowledges that Pakistan is among
a handful of lower-middle-income countries in which the rule of law was improving. This was largely due to the fact that Pakistan has improved its score
of the previous year by 0.01, and as a result, moved up one place in the rankings.
As usual, the Scandinavian countries are the top scorers, with Denmark,
Norway, Finland and Sweden occupying the first four positions. European
countries like Netherlands, Germany, United Kingdom and Austria also feature in the top ten. At the bottom of the index are countries like Venezuela,
Cambodia, Afghanistan and Egypt. African nations Cameroon, Zimbabwe,
Ethiopia are also ranked low, along with other nations like Bolivia and Pakistan.
The report has not only tried to rank countries based on the perceived
law and order situation but also categorised them according to their region
and the mean income of the population. The former is meant to put the domestic troubles of a nation into the wider regional context, while the latter
aims to understand the correlation between development and conflict.
Region-specific analysis of the index indicates that European and North
American countries are way ahead of the rest of the world in terms of implementing the rule of law in their region, with countries in these areas scoring
an average of 0.74 on the listing. East Asian and Pacific nations are second
most orderly, and scored an average of 0.60, while Sub-Saharan African
countries and South Asian nations are ranked at the bottom, with average
scores of 0.47 and 0.45 respectively.
Analysing the Rule of Law Index 2017-2018 in light of the average income
of countries, we find that the results provide an interesting correlation between prosperity and law and order. The low-income countries from Africa
and South Asia scored 0.45 on the annual evaluation and featured at the bottom part of the index. High-income countries from Europe, North America
and East Asia scored an average of 0.74, and were ranked in the upper half
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of the index. The report has also provided country-specific profiles of the listing and tabulated the individual contributing factors which were responsible
for the low score of Pakistan on the index.
The index measures constraints on the powers of the government, using
six sub-indicators. These include such factors as whether government powers were effectively limited by the legislature, judiciary, and independent auditing and review. In addition to these, three other factors were also included,
measuring whether government officials were sanctioned for misconduct,
whether the government was subject to non-government checks and whether
the transition of power in the country was subject to the rule of law.
Pakistan scored 0.53 on this performance indicator overall. In the South
Asia region, this score earned Pakistan fourth position out of six countries,
while globally, in terms of this indicator alone, Pakistan was ranked 66 out of
113 nations. According to the World Justice Project, the country performed
most poorly in two sub-indicators. One was sanctioning government officials
for misconduct, where Pakistan scored only 0.38. The other was the lawful
transition of power, where the country scored 0.54.
These scores highlight how officials in the executive, legislature, judiciary,
and the police in Pakistan are not investigated, prosecuted, and punished for
official misconduct and other violations while they are in office. The report
further underlined that smooth transitions of power in Pakistan has been problematic and a source of instability for the country. The results raise credible
concerns about the integrity of the electoral process, including access to the
ballot, the absence of intimidation and public scrutiny of election results.
Four sub-indicators were used to measure the absence of corruption in
Pakistani society. The report used various methods to calculate whether government officials in the executive, judiciary, military, police and the legislature
used public office for private gain in the country. Pakistan scored very low in
this performance indicator and only managed to get 0.33/1. This put the country at fifth place in South Asia, and 99/113 in the world. A closer look at the
average score of the country on this measure of corruption revealed that the
law-enforcement (0.30) and legislative (0.27) branches of Pakistan were the
most corrupt, while the judiciary (0.38) was the least corrupt pillar of the state.
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Elections

Possible party
permutations
Muhammad Hassan

Pakistan resonates with electioneering, but the July 25 polls are still uncertain
in view of many external and internal threats. Terrorism, sponsored by international forces, remains a serious risk to the election but two mainstream
parties can also jeopardise it with their boycott.
Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) can boycott polls anytime.
They have discussed the idea together several times, though they deny it
publically. After Nawaz Sharif’s conviction in the Avenfield corruption case,
his party has no chance to win the election. Former President Asif Ali Zardari
and PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also face the same situation. They
could be arrested before or soon after the election after the arrest of an eminent banker and former head of Summit Bank, Hussain Lawai. According to
the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), billions of rupees were transferred
from one of 29 suspicious bank accounts to 13 firms, including the one linked
to former President Asif Zardari, allegedly for money laundering. It also accused Hussain Lawai and another banker, Taha Raza, of facilitating the opening of bogus accounts in Summit Bank, Sindh Bank and United Bank Limited,
allegedly for laundering Rs35b. An Arab national and 12 Pakistani companies
have been named in the case. When FIA officials approached the Security
Exchange Company of Pakistan (SECP) to obtain details of the firms, Zardari
Group Pvt. Ltd. was also identified. According to the SECP, the Zardari Group
had been on its list of the companies since 1987. PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari is the chief executive officer of the group and Asif Zardari’s
sister Faryal Talpur is its director. Zardari, his two daughters and another sister are shareholders in the group.
The group’s accounts revealed that travel ticket bills and payments of Bilawal Bhutto’s foreign visits and others, including payments of model Ayyan
Ali’s travel tickets, were made by the Zardari Group to the Fazl-e-Rabbi travel
agency through cheques. The cheques were given to the travel agency by a
brother of former chief of the Sindh Building Control Authority, Manzoor Qadir
Kaka, who is an employee at Bilawal House in Karachi. According to the FIR,
15 firms deposited a total of Rs2.855bn in the bank account and Bahria Town,
Karachi, project director Zain Malik, son-in-law of property tycoon Malik Riaz,
had deposited the largest amount i.e. Rs75m. After finding new clues, the
FIA will also probe a possible link of the Zardari Group with a currency smuggling case against model Ayyan Ali, who was caught smuggling $500,000 to
Dubai a few years ago.
If the PML-N and the PPP boycott the election, it will be delayed for two
or three months. If they start agitation to save their leaders, a technocrat government will be set up in the country for two or three years. Observers say a
strict accountability process will start in the country after it. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) will become more active after the election in any
case. If the election is held on time even after a boycott by the PML-N and
the PPP, “electables” in both parties could rebel and run as independent candidates. They could unite under the symbol of the jeep. In the situation, the
PTI will have to face them after they emerge as a formidable force. Some
experts claim the establishment has a soft corner for them and they could
unite under former Interior Minister Nisar Ali Khan, who could be the next
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prime minister of Pakistan and Imran Khan would be the opposition leader.
If Imran Khan bags more seats than the independents, he will be the
prime minister of Pakistan and Nisar Ali could be the opposition leader in the
National Assembly. In this way, the establishment will take the parliament
under its control, they say. Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and President
Asif Zardari have restored their contacts and if an agreement is reached between them, they can boycott the election. They have realized that their parties have no future after the polls. The PML-N feels it will not be able even to
retain its government in the Punjab. The PPP also sees Sindh slipping from
its hands. The Pak Sarzameen Party, the Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM), the Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA) and independents are expected to make the government in Sindh. The PTI will sit on opposition
benches in the Sindh Assembly after grabbing a decent number of seats in
the province. The factors have brought the PML-N and the PPP close to each
other and forced them to revive the so-called Charter of Democracy between
them.
Some experts fear the delay in the election will also hit the PTI, as its electables would leave it and join the Nisar camp, which is the favourite of the
establishment. It is a fact that the PTI will not be able to retain them for long.
They have joined the party as they know it will come to power if polls are held
on time. It is said PTI Vice Chairman Shah Mehmood Qureshi could also revolt against the party and Imran Khan will miss out on the chance to become
the prime minister of Pakistan, if polls are delayed for a few years.
If the election is held on time, it will wipe out the PPP, the PML-N and
their leaderships. They will try to delay it as long as possible to harm the
prospects of Imran Khan becoming the prime minister of Pakistan. The
Jamiat Ulema-Islam-F (JUI-F) of Maulana Fazlur Rehman, Awami National
Party (ANP) of Asfandyar Wali Khan, Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party of Mahmmod Khan Achakzai and Qaumi Watan Party (QWP) of Aftab Ahmed Sherpao can also boycott polls. They know they have little chance of success in
the election, so their best bet is to delay it. Even if they participate in polls,
they will refuse to accept results and accuse the establishment of rigging to
malign it and the PTI. It is why some people are still skeptical about the election taking place in Pakistan.
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Establishment

Interventions in
Pakistan’s elections
Muhammad Ali

Pakistan has become an arena of international forces ahead of elections.
They are still supporting the former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his
party and want to see it in power again. Big media houses are also siding
with them to pave the way for Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)’s
win in the election.
International interference has always played a decisive role in Pakistan's internal affairs, politics and elections. The Pakistani establishment
had to accept their diktats in the past. However, experts say, the situation
has changed now. As the international establishment wants the PML-N in
power again, the Pakistani establishment has decided to resist it. In reaction to the support of international forces to the PML-N, the powers that
be have been forced to back the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI). Some analysts say it has increased threats to the life of PTI Chairman Imran Khan.
The US has always masterminded a regime change in Pakistan. It was
true until the last election, when the PML-N was brought to power through
rigged elections to advance an international agenda. However, the situation has changed now. Pakistan has strained relations with the US and it
will resist its plan to impose a government of its favourite party on the people of Pakistan. The US is opposing Pakistan on every international forum
and the Pakistan establishment will not take it lying down. It still wants to
remain neutral over the new government and the PTI is not its favourite
party, experts say. However, it will resist a US plan to install a government
of its choice in Pakistan.
Recent reports in the international media make US designs clear. The
Economist Intelligence Unit, in its new Country Report for Pakistan,
claimed the PML-N would win the election despite criticism of the state of
the economy. “We expect the PML-N to be reelected on the back of a
strong showing in the Punjab, the most populous province,” the report
says. On the economic front, it said, “A widening current account deficit
and persistent budget shortfalls pose the biggest risks to macroeconomic
stability in 2018-22,” which would be the term of the next government. It
also did not expect the ongoing political upheaval to sort itself out anytime
soon and expected the outlook for political stability to remain poor in 201822,” citing disputes among the major players and parties that will intensify
ahead of the election, and continue well after. The report also predicted
that the next prime minister of Pakistan would be Shahbaz Sharif, although
“Nawaz Sharif will remain influential in the party. But no real change is expected on the drivers of foreign and security policies. The military will continue to shape much of the country’s foreign and security policies. We
expect ties between the civilian government, the military, and the judiciary
to stay strained, posing an underlying risk to political stability.”
The New York Times termed the PTI a new king’s party and accused
the military of making efforts to thwart the re-election of the PML-N. “Pakistanis see the return of tutelary democracy as the military disempowers
politicians who stray from its positions on foreign policy and national security. It supports a new king’s party and punishes the press for providing
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fair coverage to its perceived opponents. The current season of troubles
began in April 2016, after the Panama Papers had named then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s three children as having purchased luxury properties
in London using offshore companies. Mr. Sharif’s name did not appear in
the papers. Opposition politicians, including Imran Khan, whose party is
seen as the military’s favorite, took the case to the Supreme Court. Tensions between the civilian government and the military establishment escalated in October 2016, after Mr. Sharif began asserting himself on foreign
policy and national security, which the military considers its domain,” it
wrote.
“Officials from the intelligence services have been making threatening
calls to journalists objecting to accurate reporting of Mr. Sharif and his family’s corruption trial. Pakistan’s largest media group, which runs several
newspapers and news channels, took a defiant posture for months. Intelligence operatives got cable operators to force the network off air in most
parts of the country. The network’s ratings and advertising revenue fell,
and it was unable to pay its staff for three months. Eventually, the network
capitulated and settled on the military’s terms,” it claimed.
According to the Washington Post, “The security apparatus has zeroed
in on the party of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. His supporters suggest the military is going after Sharif because he had criticized its efforts
to combat extremist groups. The heavy handedness is to achieve a certain
result. They don’t want a strong government and parliament that can legislate the judiciary and military.” The Indian media has also been sympathetic to Nawaz Sharif and inimical to Imran Khan. It unduly highlighted
allegations of his former wife Reham Khan.
Some survey reports have also been published by media houses, linked
to the PML-N. According to them, the PML-N remains the preferred party
among voters in the Punjab, but the PTI has gained ground and narrowed
the gap significantly. Gallup Pakistan, Pulse Consultant and Institute for Public Opinion and Research (IPOR)) were said to have conducted the surveys.
The Gallup poll said the PML-N was ahead while the Pulse survey put the
PTI ahead. Many more surveys could be held to influence voters ahead of
the elections. The media has also been divided into two groups. Most media
houses are still backing the PML-N. Others are supporting the PTI because
of their rivalry towards them. The war will intensify in the coming days.
Experts say some international forces also want to create chaos in Pakistan. The Taliban may target any leader to delay polls and destabilize the
country. The Election Commission of Pakistan has informed the caretaker
government about the possibility of terror attacks in the country aimed at
disrupting the election. All top leaders are a target. The election will remain
uncertain until it is held.

[As we go to press, a bomb blast has occurred at a Peshawar rally of
the ANP, killing the latter’s candidate and several others, while
wounding many more. Ed]
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Corruption

After the Avenfield
verdict
Muhammad Zain

The conviction of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, his daughter
Maryam Nawaz and her husband Muhammad Safdar has invoked contrasting response from their critics and sympathisers. For critics, the
punishment should have been the maximum 14-year jail and a fine double the value of the Avenfield properties, as prescribed under the National Accountability Ordinance. However, his supporters believe no
evidence of corruption or money laundering was found in the case and
the punishment is unjustified.
Both sides are right, to some extent. The case started after former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s son Hussain Nawaz admitted to the ownership of the flats after the onset of the Panama leaks. If he had not accepted the ownership, the Supreme Court of Pakistan would not have
admitted it for regular hearing. Nawaz Sharif was sentenced to 10 years
because he could not prove the flats had been purchased legitimately
and no wrongdoing was involved in it. However, NAB could not establish
that he was the owner of the flats because UK authorities refused to cooperate with it. After the admission of ownership of the flats, it was the
responsibility of the Sharif family to prove that they had inherited them
from Mian Muhammad Sharif through Qatar investment, as was claimed
by the family during the proceedings of the Panama case in the
Supreme Court. Under the National Accountability Ordinance, the Sharif
family will have to prove its innocence after the case reaches High
Courts and the Supreme Court of Pakistan. It is highly likely the maximum sentence and fine are imposed on them by superior courts, because under the law, they have to prove their innocence and the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) does not have to prove them
guilty.
The case concluded almost 10 months of trial in an accountability
court, which sentenced Nawaz Sharif to 10-year rigorous imprisonment,
his daughter Maryam Nawaz to 7-year rigorous imprisonment and sonin-law Captain (retd) Muhammad Safdar, to one-year rigorous imprisonment. They were also disqualified to contest elections or hold public
office for a period of 10 years. The court observed, a “heavy burden was
shifted” to the former premier as all four ingredients were established,
which included Nawaz Sharif holding public offices, nature and extent
of his financial resources or properties, his sources of income known
after thorough investigation and his resources or properties being disproportionate to his known sources of income.
The court noted that Nawaz Sharif was a public office holder, remained Punjab chief minister, finance minister, prime minister and member of the National Assembly, and the London properties had been
purchased through offshore companies Nielson and Nescoll during
years 1993, 1995 and 1996. “The prosecution in the circumstances of
the case and evidence produced have established that the Avenfield
flats were not purchased from sources of income, shown by the accused
in their cash management accounts.” Nawaz Sharif was fined of 8 million
pounds (Rs1.92 billion).
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The court reasoned that generally, children remain dependent on
their parents during their tender ages, therefore, Nawaz Sharif cannot
say that he had not provided money to them to purchase the apartments.
“Sharif is also responsible to account for properties in the name of his
sons and daughter during their tender ages and it was also in evidence
that Sharif and his father Mian Muhammad Sharif used to live in the
apartments. The entire family, daughter, sons and father are one and
the same monolith. Nawaz Sharif cannot disassociate himself by oral
assertions that he has no connection. Hussain, Maryam and Hassan –
in year 1993, were about 20, 18 and 16, respectively, when the London
properties were purchased – and they were studying. They were dependent financially and could not purchase the Avenfield apartments
without the financial assistance of anyone else/father. The story of investment with the Qatari royal family is also not convincing. Sharif and
his children have never stated that the bearer shares of two companies
– Nielson and Nescoll – were procured as a result of investment with
Qatari royals in their interviews and speeches,” the court observed.
Maryam Nawaz was given seven years for abetment after she was
found "instrumental in concealment of the properties of her father" and
one year for non-cooperation. The trust deeds produced by her were
also found bogus. Nawaz's son-in-law Safdar was sentenced to one
year for not cooperating with NAB, and aiding and abeting Nawaz and
Maryam.
According to the Mail Online, “The family are also accused of using
dirty money to buy at least 21 UK properties on top of the Avenfield flats,
most at equally grand Central London locations, in Mayfair, Chelsea and
Belgravia. The total value of the properties is estimated at least £32 million. The family has made huge profits from other sites which have not
figured in court – such as the swankiest address of all, at One Hyde
Park Place, which Nawaz Sharif’s son Hassan sold for £43 million. Untangling the web of the Sharifs’ British real estate portfolio is not easy.
The properties are registered via a bewildering network of companies,
trusts and bank accounts.”
Following the sentencing of Nawaz Sharif, Transparency International has urged UK authorities to investigate the assets and no longer
provide a safe haven for Sharif and his family. “If a UK investigation concludes that the properties have been bought with corrupt money, then
the authorities should move to seize the assets. Transparency International also calls on UK law enforcement to investigate any further property in the UK owned by the Sharif family,” Rachel Davies Teka, Head
of Advocacy at Transparency International UK, said in a statement.
It appears the family will have to face more cases after the conviction
in the Avenfield case. It still faces references concerning Al-Azizia Steel
Mills and Flagship investments in the accountability court. Twenty-one
more properties, owned by the family in the UK, as reported by the
British media, will no longer remain hidden. Their evidence will silence
both critics and supporters of the Sharif family.
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Jumping on the jeep
Shahid Hussain

The election symbol “Jeep” became popular among independent candidates after disgruntled Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader
and former Interior Minister Nisar Ali Khan chose it when he decided to
run independently. The sudden rise of the jeep created rumours that he
could play an important role in the next government.
Some experts say Nisar could be the next prime minister of Pakistan
or, at least, the chief minister of the Punjab if his group of independents
performs well and he attracts a large number of PML-N legislators after
the election. They claim most of “electables,” who have joined the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) recently, could also break away with the party and
form a new group under the leadership of PTI Vice Chairman Shah
Mehmood Qureshi and both Niasar and Qureshi would lead the next government in the Centre and the Punjab. According to the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) website, 65 candidates are contesting for National
Assembly seats in the Punjab on the symbol of jeep, which was favourite
among PML-N defectors. Besides Nisar, former Punjab Minister Zaeem
Qadri, who quit the party after he was denied a ticket, is also contesting
the election on the symbol.
The ECP data shows 119 candidates have been allotted the symbol in
the country to contest elections. Besides 65 in the Punjab, 23 independents are contesting the polls on the symbol in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while
the number is 16 in Sindh and 14 in Balochistan. The unexpected demand
and allotment of the jeep to a large number of candidates is not without a
reason, analysts argue. They claim the jeep group is being backed by the
establishment, as the sign suggests. Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
also expressed his apprehensions about it and said it was understandable
why a large number of candidates had been forced to climb the jeep, which
represented the army. He alleged a candidate of his party in Multan, Rana
Iqbal Siraj, was being forced to return his party ticket, though he later retracted his statement. “Our candidate had been called to the ISI office in
Multan for the past few days. When he refused to give up, they slapped
him in the face and humiliated him,” Nawaz alleged. In his video statement,
Siraj said the incident had happened after a team of the Irrigation Department raided his pesticide warehouse.
Nawaz Sharif’s daughter, Maryam Nawaz, also tweeted that the symbol
of jeep was a symbol of “aliens”. “Every vote for jeep is a vote for Khalai
Makhlooq” (aliens),” she claimed. However, Nisar rubbished the speculation of making a group for the general election. Addressing a press conference, he said, “I am neither in contact with other independent
candidates with the jeep symbol nor a Nisar group is in the making in the
PML-N.” Targeting Maryam Nawaz without naming her, he said, “A woman
in London speaks first but thinks later.”
Despite his denial, observers say the sudden demand in the symbol
was deliberate and a clear message to all political parties. After Nisar
ended his 30-year association with the PML-N, the party saw more defections as candidates, mainly from impoverished parts of south Punjab, returned party tickets to run as independents. Surprisingly, most of them
were also allotted jeep as election symbols, though some of them opted
for it. They included five politicians from the influential Gorchani family of
Rajanpur district. It set off the rumour mill.
For many, it was unusual for dozens of independent candidates to con-
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test the election on the same symbol. “It could be a coincidence but interestingly, almost all independent candidates are from the PML-N, which
leads us to a question if there is another PML-N in the making in which
the “N” would stand for Nisar,” noted analyst Mazhar Abbas told a news
channel. “External pressure exists in politics and nobody can deny it, as it
was clear from the formation of Junoobi Punjab Sooba Mahaz, an alliance
for a separate south Punjab province. Earlier, PML-N defectors were joining the PTI, but the party did not receive a dent because its vote bank remained intact. However, the new trend of quitting the party and contesting
as independent candidates shows a change of strategy,” he noted.
Others say Nisar has always been a faction within the PML-N and differences have created space for new factions. However, he is fast becoming popular among people in the former ruling party, who are against
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s policy of clash with national institutions. At one point, it is said he headed a large group in the party. In 2016,
differences among top leaders of the party had intensified when former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was recovering after his heart surgery in London. In his absence, Nisar developed problems with the then Finance Minister Ishaq Dar as he thought he was the senior most member of the
cabinet, therefore, it was his right to look after the affairs of the state in
Nawaz’s absence. Nawaz Sharif, however, entrusted Dar with the task.
The former interior minister was unhappy because Dar and Maryam
Nawaz acted as the former prime minister’s deputies and did not bother
to consult him on any issue. In those days, former Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif was very close to Dar while Asif and Nisar have an old enmity
and they publicly admit it.
It is said Nisar has also been in touch with the PTI and could be its candidate for the Punjab chief minister. He is also eying the PML-N to fall in
his lap after the arrest of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and possible
arrest of former Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif and his son Hamza
Shahbaz after elections. In the absence of the Sharifs, he could be a natural choice for the legislators of the former ruling party.

[On July 6, 2018, Nawaz sharif and Maryam Nawaz were sentenced to
ten and seven years, respectively, in prison. Both are in England at the
time of writing of this article.]
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Democracy

Erdogan’s moment
of truth
Shahid Hussain

Over 87 percent of eligible voters turned out to elect President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in the June 24 elections but a five-year term in an executive presidency of expanded powers could be a setback to democracy in a country which faces many internal and external challenges.
It needs urgent measures to overhaul a faltering economy, resolve the
Kurds issue and revisit foreign policy.
According to analysts, Turkey has missed an opportunity to democratize the old system and realize a negotiated change and instead
ended up with a more authoritarian, more centralized and closed system. Erdogan had to ally himself and his party with the Nationalist
Movement Party (MHP) to realize his political project, enabling the
MHP to win a key role in shaping politics. It means he will not have
any chance to lead in a more conciliatory way even if he wants and
needs to, especially concerning the Kurdish issue. The European
Union has closed its doors to Turkey and its huge investment has been
wasted. Many members, instead of supporting Turkey, as a member
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), are wary of Erdogan's adventurous policies in the region. He needs to redefine his policies in the region and the international system after failure in Syria,
despair of Europe and isolation in NATO.
The dream of reviving "Ottomans time" by Erdogan has been now
replaced with a concern called "Preserving Turkey." In other words, Erdogan, though unwillingly, had to walk away from "idealism" and move
towards political "realism", observed the Tehran Times. Before 2014,
Erdogan had set his domestic and foreign policy based on unlimited
risk-taking. But today, he has to take steps cautiously. Although he has
no desire to name his old friend Abdullah Gul after the election, everyone remembers that how Erdogan and his entourage were worried
about the rumor of Gul's presence at the presidential elections. More
than a fifth of the members of the AKP and other parties opposed to
the movement announced their support for Abdullah Gul's presidency
alike, and it could turn Erdogan to a loser in his country. Thus, his victory in Turkey's recent presidential election is due to his friend's help.
The main point is that in such a situation, he can't be called "the most
powerful Turkish politician, it observed.
Erdogan could only gain 52 percent of the popular vote, while almost half of the community disagreed with his policies and it will motivate opposition parties to a great extent. Hence, the recent
presidential election will be the start of a new round of power play in
Turkey. He needs a kind of "U-turn" in his regional and international
politics. Over the past six years, he has been attempting to topple
Bashar al-Assad's government in Syria. But the Turkish authorities
failed to achieve their goals in the neighbouring country, while they ex-
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“When Erdogan took office 15
years ago, many hoped he
would steer Turkey toward a
role as a moderate and
democratic Muslim state in a
sea of extremism and tumult.
No more. A whole generation
has no idea how Turkey looked
before Erdogan. After two
more terms, Turkey's
democracy could be a memory
buried in the distant past.
Turkey's strategic importance is
undeniable, but that can't
justify turning a blind eye to
the direction it is taking,” the
Washington Post added
panded Turkey's security and military spending exponentially. The
more Erdogan insists on his current foreign policy, the higher Turkey's
political and security costs will become. Obviously, in such an equation, "revival of the Ottoman time" and "leadership of the whole region"
no longer makes sense! He should now rely on the capacity of independent players in the region, such as the Islamic Republic of Iran,
and he has to perform a major surgery on Turkey's foreign policy. The
Turkish president knows well that the slightest risk and mistake in his
country's foreign policy will undermine the balance of power in Ankara.
He has no choice but to discard abstractions, and look directly at the
realities in his country, the region and the international system. The
recent election showed that there could potentially be a political explosion in Ankara even before 2022, when his term ends, and the fact
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should make him more prudent. As a matter of fact, he should hasten
to redefine his country's political, social and international approach,
and it should be done with great caution, it noted.
The Washington Post feared the elections had made democracy a
distant memory for Turkey. “President Erdogan will use his powers
amply telegraphed by his actions in recent years, especially after the
failed coup attempt of 2016, when he imprisoned or silenced his critics
and attempted to neuter civil society. The strongman just got a new
lease on a bigger place. How Erdogan accomplished this opens a window on the autocrat's handbook for the 21st century. What authoritarians have figured out is not to cancel elections, as old-fashioned
dictators used to do, or fake them entirely, but rather to hold the vote
and control the circumstances so tightly that no one else can win. The
latest Turkish campaign was neither free nor fair. Erdogan dominated
television, both state and private. By some accounts, his closest rival,
Muharrem Ince, from the Republican People's Party or CHP, got onetwelfth of the broadcast airtime on state TV as the incumbent. Erdogan
put the news media into friendly hands and jailed his critics before the
votes were counted, a strategy of today's autocrats to suborn electoral
politics. He managed a modest first-round victory of less than 53 percent, likely leaving him envious of Russian President Vladimir Putin's
77 percent and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi's 97 percent,
both in March.”
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“When Erdogan took office 15 years ago, many hoped he would
steer Turkey toward a role as a moderate and democratic Muslim state
in a sea of extremism and tumult. No more. A whole generation has
no idea how Turkey looked before Erdogan. After two more terms,
Turkey's democracy could be a memory buried in the distant past.
Turkey's strategic importance is undeniable, but that can't justify turning a blind eye to the direction it is taking,” the Washington Post added.
Supporters of Erdogan suggest that the elections only reinforce the
democratic nature of the country, and that critics must now accept the
public verdict. His critics believe he has created an internal social and
political atmosphere to stifle his opposition. Erdogan's sweeping powers mean he can form and regulate ministries, remove civil servants
without parliamentary approval, appoint four members of the Board of
Judges and Prosecutors (HSK), the parliament can appoint seven,
draft the budget and decide on security policies, declare a state of
emergency for up to six months (such as the one that has been in effect for roughly two years) without cabinet approval and dissolve parliament. Under the new powers of the presidency, the post of prime
minister has been abolished and Erdogan can rule by decree and has
greater control over the judiciary. Turkey, Iran and Malaysia are considered modern Islamic countries in the world among “tribal” societies
in the rest of the Muslim countries. Turkey could have set a better example of democracy for the rest of the Islamic world.
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Analyzing Nawaz Sharif
and Maryam’s conviction
Raza Khan

After protracted litigation, the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) court
convicted disqualified former prime minister, Mian Nawaz Sharif, to 11
years rigorous imprisonment for making millions of dollars of assets in
London from unknown sources of income. Sharif’s daughter and political
heir-apparent, Maryam Nawaz, has also been convicted to eight years
imprisonment on the grounds of perjury and she has also been disqualified to hold public office for ten years. The decision of the NAB court is
challengeable in the high court and Supreme Court of Pakistan but the
decision is going to have far-reaching implications for the politics of the
country and its political future besides being fateful for the dynastic politics of the Sharif family.
The fact of the matter is that the NAB decision to convict former premier
Sharif and his daughter Maryam has not come as a surprise, as during
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the proceedings of the cases, the media coverage and, more importantly,
from the statements of both the Sharifs and their party, and the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leaders the writing was very much on
the wall. The accused had nothing documented to offer as to the sources
of income from which the properties in London were purchased. It is important to note that as the Sharif family and the PML-N leaders have had
nothing to offer in defense of the property of Nawaz and Maryam, they
started portraying through the media that the court proceedings were a
part of the family’s political victimization by the country’s establishment.
This narrative by the Sharif family has been made part of its defensemechanism for the last couple of years since the Panama corruption
cases were unearthed by the International Consortium of Journalists
(ICJ) in 2016. On the basis of ICJ reports, the opposition Pakistan
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Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) of Imran Khan submitted a writ petition in the
Supreme Court of Pakistan after launching a massive movement to lockdown Islamabad. The petition was admitted by the SCP and during the
course of proceedings, Sharif and his family could not provide a money
trail for the property he and his children purchased in foreign countries,
including off-shore companies. Ultimately, the court had to disqualify
Sharif as prime minister and from holding public office for the rest of his
life.
The SCP had also referred the corruption cases against Sharif and his
children to NAB and asked it to decide upon the cases within a stipulated
time. However, the NAB court could not, due to continuous non-cooperation from the Sharif family and its lawyers and making a mockery of the
whole exercise. But when the family and lawyers had nothing more to
argue before the court, Sharif and Maryam left the country to see Kulsoom Nawaz, stated to be fighting cancer in a London hospital. At the
moment, Sharif and Maryam are in London and after the NAB court decision both announced to return to Pakistan while declaring the decision
as part of the strategy of the country’s establishment to banish the clan
from the country’s political arena.
There are some historic facts which need to be mentioned so as to deconstruct Sharif and Maryam’s narrative. First, Nawaz Sharif himself was
handpicked by former military generals including self-appointed president, General Zia-ul-Haq and his Punjab provincial governor, General Jillani. Therefore, his entry to politics was midwifed by the military
establishment of the 1980s, so there have been serious objections on
the genuineness of his political credentials. Secondly, there is no doubt
that the Pakistan military and civilian establishment have been calling the
shots in the political arena, behind the scenes, for long, but today’s military command has experienced an generational change and perhaps it
is not active in the political manipulation as has formerly been the case.
However, at times perceptions are stronger than reality. Thirdly, the
Panama corruption case was brought forward by the ICJ, an international
body and its report of corruption by rulers was not limited to Pakistan.
So, in the above-mentioned context one can analyze the consequences
of disqualification of Sharif by the NAB court.
As mentioned earlier, Sharif had already been disqualified by the SCP in
the Panama corruption case, therefore, if a petition would be filed in different high courts and later in the apex court against the conviction by
the NAB court, the result would be nearly the same. Already Sharif’s dis-
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qualification to hold public office is for the rest of his life. The disqualification of Maryam Nawaz is a big setback for the Sharif dynasty. Because
despite a bit of political immaturity the lady had become the youthful face
of the PML-N. Although it is debatable whether her advice has brought
Sharif to the brink of political extinction or the same has kept the party
afloat, but she has played a significant enough role in the party to appear
as its future. The second pillar of the Sharif dynasty, Shahbaz and his
political heir, Hamza Shahbaz, may have cultivated a political base, but
both have been less successful than Maryam.
The disqualification of Nawaz Sharif and Maryam definitely would have
a huge impact on the upcoming national elections. Although Shahbaz
and Hamza are very much in the electoral race to lead the PML-N, but
they may not be able to revive the dwindling fortunes of the party. In this
regard, the supporters and voters of the PML-N and Nawaz Sharif may
become more dejected and express this dejection through the vote. However, the conviction and disqualification may also pour cold water on the
feeling of many of the PML-N supporters and voters and they may not
vote at all, considering it futile to do so. If this happens, the PML-N political fate in the next elections would be sealed. Then the psychological
impact of Sharif’s disqualification on the supporters and voters of the
main political rivals of the PML-N, the PTI, would be extensive. Already
the feeling of euphoria is prevailing among the supporters of the PTI and
its head, Imran Khan. After Sharif’s, and particularly Maryam’s conviction,
they may think that one of the main political obstacles to a PTI win has
been removed and with this state of mind most of the PTI supporters
would vote. Hitherto, there has been clear dejection within the PTI voters,
mainly due to the 2013 elections result, which the party leadership and
its voters think were rigged in favour of the PML-N with substantial evidence. Maryam’s disqualification would encourage the PTI supporters
and voters to cast their ballots in huge numbers and thus seal the fate of
the PML-N and pave the way for their party’s victory.
The impact of Sharif and Maryam’s conviction and disqualification on the
hitherto floating vote and those not intending to vote (constituting the majority) would be huge. Even a swing of five to 10 percent of the indecisive
and non-intending voters under the impact of Sharif and Maryam’s disqualification, would change the results in favour of the PTI. The reason
is that it has been the PTI and not the other opposition party, the PPP,
which consistently struggled to unearth the Sharif family’s financial corruption including taking the Panama case to the SCP.
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Prospects for the next
government
Raza Khan

While the political stability in Pakistan has been a big question mark in recent years the economic downturn of the country is inflicting irreparable
losses without much notice. It is important to note that as the economic
policies are indirectly the result of our political conditions, the former hit
the people directly. However, the decision-makers seem to be least concerned as they personally might have benefitted from the political instability
and poor economic conditions. Then the adverse economic conditions prevailing in the country are also the consequence of the incompetence and
self-centered politics and policies of our political leadership. So when the
national elections are just round the corner the incoming government
would face colossal economic challenges. Therefore, there is a need to
have a complete reassessment of our macroeconomic policies by the next
government immediately after coming into power otherwise the economic
catastrophe has already engulfed us, will remain irreversible.
The state of economic health of Pakistan could be gauged from the fact
that the current account deficit in the eleven months (July-May) of the preceding financial year increased by 43 percent relative to the same period
of the previous financial year. This is a huge current account deficit by any
economic standards as the total deficit amounts to $5.96 billion. Although
the total current account deficit for the outgoing fiscal year has so far not
been made public by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) but it is feared to
have swollen to about $17.5 billion. Such a colossal current account deficit
of Pakistan has mainly three reasons. These include huge import bill, sluggish exports and significant reduction in workers’ remittances.
It is important to note that the import bill for the eleven months surged
to $50.71 billion. Most of the imports have been of consumer goods which
have resulted in such a huge import bill. The depreciation of the rupee by
more than 15 percent against the greenback in the last six months also
contributed to the surging import bill. This shows the failure of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government’s economic policies. During
the said period, remittances of workers remained $18.03 billion, which is
a significant decrease from the previous years. The PML-N government
could not encourage economic exports because of erratic policies. Importantly it could not address the energy crisis in the country due to which the
country’s manufacturing sector’s full potential could not be utilized. It may
be remembered that the PML-N got its mandate in 2013, mainly due to its
promise of ending the power crisis and outages within two years of its assuming power. This promise has not been fulfilled after five years of government.
All these negative trends in the economy show the failure of the economic policies of the outgoing Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
government. So the much trumpeted claims by the PML-N government
that it made an economic turnaround, put the economy on track and
achieved significant economic growth have been shallow. This can also
be gauged from the fact that the finance minister of the PML-N, Senator
Ishaq Dar, has become absconder and evaded NAB courts and corruption
charges. So what reforms could such a person have brought to the national
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economy when he could not answer the court of law about his own ill-gotten wealth. So, whatever economic policies the PML-N government pursued created such a mess that has brought the country to virtual economic
default. The PML-N government has evaded default by heavy borrowing
from the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and domestically. Today
Pakistan’s foreign debt is in the vicinity of massive $90 billion. The next
government would have to cleanse the Augean Stables to put the economy on track and decrease the current account deficit. Otherwise, it would
be well-nigh impossible for the government to move forward and expect
any meaningful economic growth. While unable to do much the next government may keep on cursing the PML-N government and earlier rulers
for the mess. This situation needs to be avoided.
On its part, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) of Imran Khan, which
according to two key surveys of Gallup Pakistan and Pulse Global is the
leading contender for political power in the 2018 elections, has announced
the post elections 100-day plan which includes the economic revitalization.
The cornerstone of this plan is creation of 10 million jobs within five years.
This part of the plan would attract the most attention and interest and could
result in many undecided youth voters end up casting their ballot in favour
of the PTI in a hope that the party government may provide them jobs. But
our economic challenges are so enormous that it could not be addressed
with such election-specific plans. Moreover the proposed step to establish
a "Council of Business Leaders" to improve Pakistan's global business
standing and raising of "Pakistan Wealth Fund" to fund institutions such
as the Pakistan International Airlines, Pakistan Steel Mills and power distribution companies (DISCOS) to bring “revolutionary changes in them”
are overly ambitious. The PTI post-power 100-day plan is shrewdly silent
on claims regarding ending the acute power crisis in the country and the
only promise there is an unspecified timeframe to put an end to power crisis. However, that issue needs to be addressed on a war-footing. The PTI
or any other party which may form the next government must learn from
the history of our largely failed economic policies.
In this regard the next government must keep in perspective that Pakistan’s economic policies have been erratic, lacking sustainability. A trade
and investment friendly environment cannot be created through such policies because investors and traders are driven by the profit-motive. Moreover, the fundamental problem with Pakistan has been that economic
objectives have been subservient to political aims. Further, as the country
has been in a perennial antagonistic security atmosphere, economic objectives of foreign policy have been subservient to security objectives.
The political, security and governance atmosphere, which we have had
in our country, has not been conducive to economic stability and a business and investment-friendly atmosphere. The next government must rise
above this static thinking and come up with innovative ideas. If India could
make a huge economic turnaround through its well–conceived Shinning
India polices in the early 1990s, Pakistan is equally capable to replicate it
provided the vision comes from an enlightened and capable leadership.

July 16-31, 2018

Economics

Moody’s downgrade
Pakistan’s rating
Muhammad Jahangir
Amidst difficult economic conditions, Moody’s Investors Service has downgraded the outlook on Pakistan’s rating to negative from stable, and affirmed
the B3 local and foreign currency long-term issuer and senior unsecured debt
ratings. According to the agency, the decision to change the outlook to negative
is caused by Pakistan’s heightened external vulnerability risk. Foreign exchange reserves have fallen to low levels and, without significant capital inflows,
will not be replenished over the next 12-18 months. Low reserve adequacy
threatens continued access to external financing at moderate costs, in turn potentially raising government liquidity risks.
It may be added here that a rating is Moody’s opinion of the credit quality
of individual obligations or of an issuer’s general creditworthiness. Investors
use ratings to help price the credit risk of fixed-income securities they may buy
or sell. Moody's decision to downgrade Pakistan's rating from stable to negative
B3 was anticipated given that these ratings are largely determined by a country's external account position. Since the last fiscal year, Pakistan has been
experiencing a constantly deteriorating current account deficit, to the tune of
16 billion dollars at last count, as well as a depleting foreign exchange reserve
position with a 2.5 billion dollar loan repayment due next month.
Foreign indebtedness has reached an alarming 70 percent of Gross Domestic Product, according to the reported briefing given by the Ministry of Finance officials to the Caretaker PM, prompting Moody's to note that unless
capital inflows increase significantly foreign exchange reserves are unlikely to
be replenished. Unfortunately, however, the hype created by the expected inflows under the China Pakistan Economic Corridor has not translated into significant Chinese disbursements with the State Bank of Pakistan revealing that
foreign direct investment fell steeply during the past 11 months. Furthermore,
any hope of shoring up the depleted reserves through the much touted Tax
Amnesty on declaration of undeclared foreign assets seems to be fading because of the government's inexplicable failure to notify the scheme and rules
for the Bonds that are a part of the amnesty scheme and the most attractive
option out of the three options available.
In the larger context, the last straw on the back of the economy is the fast
eroding rupee value that had been shored up by the previous government’s
constant interventions in the market. Claims by Ishaq Dar that abandoning the
rupee to market conditions would lead to a massive erosion of the rupee value,
a view that he stated on national television from his almost nine-month sojourn
in London, reflect his understanding of the extent of the damage he did to the
national currency through his flawed policies, including a focus on a deficit reduction, instead of balancing it with growth, encouraging borrowing by stateowned entities (SOEs) and allowing them to pass on the interest to the hapless
consumers and productive sectors which, in turn, led to the inability of exporters
to compete internationally. He also rigidly adhered to a policy of nepotism in
appointments that led to sustained bleeding of the SOEs, and understated debt
by redefining it, referring to debt equity as simply equity, and borrowing heavily
from the banking sector abroad at high rates of interest and low amortization
period.
Moody’s report comes as a blow to Pakistan because we are facing difficulty
in taming a bulging import bill that is eating away at the country’s foreign exchange reserves. From almost $19.46 billion held by the State Bank of Pakistan
in October 2016, foreign exchange reserves dropped 48.3% to $10.07 billion
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on June 8, 2018. The decline comes at a time when the import bill peaked to
a record high of $5.8 billion in May, increasing the already swelling trade and
current account deficits. The fragile external account position has already
forced the SBP to let go off the Pakistani rupee that has now weakened over
15% in the last seven months after three separate rounds of devaluation.
But there is a silver lining to the cloud of economic gloom. According to
Moody’s, Pakistan’s growth potential is considerable, supported by ongoing
improvements in energy supply and physical infrastructure, which are likely to
raise economic competitiveness over time. These credit strengths balance
Pakistan’s fragile external payments position and very weak government debt
affordability.
However, as experts have pointed out, continued growth in imports – driven
by demand for capital goods under CPEC, higher fuel prices and robust household consumption – will prevent a significant narrowing of the current account
deficit. Although exports have picked up since the start of 2018, growing around
10-15% year-on-year in US dollar terms, they only amount to half the level of
goods imports. Unless capital inflows increase significantly, Moody’s does not
expect official foreign exchange reserves to replenish from their current low
levels. Under baseline projection, the import cover of reserves will likely fall to
around 1.7-1.8 months during the current fiscal year, below the adequacy level
of three months generally recommended by the International Monetary Fund.
Moody’s rating agency expects the government’s tax amnesty scheme,
which expires in July 2018, to have a modest impact of around $2-3 billion in
foreign exchange inflows. Secondly, the coverage by foreign exchange reserves of external debt payments due is weakening, pointing to further external
vulnerability. With a significant rise in equity inflows unlikely, Moody’s projects
that Pakistan’s external financing gap will be met by increased foreign currency
borrowing. The outlook would likely be changed to stable if external vulnerability
risks decreased materially and durably, including through policy adjustments
that strengthen the external payments position.
There is a consensus among independent economists that the country is
headed towards another International Monetary Fund programme, given the
difficulties associated with borrowing from other sources at this juncture. Additionally, the decline in Moody's rating would imply issuing sukuk/Eurobonds at
well above the available market rate of return and heavy reliance on borrowing
from foreign commercial banks. However, this time around the IMF conditions
would be even more stringent than previously.
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Education

Refurbishing the oldest
library of Pakistan
Rasheed A. Hassan

There’s no concept of a good library without a
digital section and an eBrary, an online digital library of full texts of scholarly e-books, in the
modern era. But it is unfortunate that until a few
days back, Government Punjab Public Library,
Lahore, was without a state-of-the-art digital section. However, the visitors to the oldest and
biggest library of Pakistan received good news
on July 5, 2018, when a modern digital section
was inaugurated at the library.
“From day one, when I took charge as director general, Public Libraries, Punjab, it was on
top of my priority list to equip all government libraries with modern digital sections,” says Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar, who was assigned the task
in 2014. Punjab Public Library, being the most
prestigious and oldest library of Pakistan, was
specially focus of my attention, he tells Cutting
Edge in a special sitting in his office at the library.
While showing the fully air-conditioned section, equipped with 25 latest-technology computers, to the reporter, the DG Libraries revealed
that work on E-Library was being completed at a
fast pace currently. It will also be opened for the users in the next few days,
he adds. The DG recounts his efforts for getting approved Rs. 3.3 million
for reformation and renovation of the old library building for setting up the
digital section and e-library. “It took me al least six months and exchange
of dozens of letters and emails with the departments concerned to get
sanctioned the required funds,” he shares with Cutting Edge.
The digital section is, in fact, an advanced form of the computer section
of the library, which was established in 1993, and became functional in
1996. A catalogue of the books in the library has been computerised and
readers have been provided browsing facility on computers. The CD writing and printing is also available in the section.
The Audio-Visual Aids or AVA Section contains microfilm readers, microfilm reader/printers, TV and VCR equipment with more than 600 video
films available. An LCD TV has been provided in the section by courtesy
of the Punjab Library Foundation.
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad says it is surprising that no authentic information
about the oldest and fully functional library of Pakistan is available on the
Internet, which shows our over-all attitude towards libraries. Briefly relating
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the history, Dr. Zaheer says the library was established in 1884 by the governor of British Punjab, Sir Charles Umpherston Aitcheson (1832-1896) in
historical building Baradari Wazir Khan. The building was built by Nawab
Wazir Ali Khan, the governor of Lahore during the reign of Mughal Emperor
Shahjahan.
Some other blocks were built in 1924, 1939 and 1992. An additional
block housing the Auditorium and Bait-ul-Quran Section was constructed
in 1968, and inaugurated by General Mohammad Musa, then governor of
West Pakistan.
Government Punjab Public Library, Lahore, lies in the heart of the city
of Lahore at Library Road near the Lahore Museum, off Shahrah-e-Quaide-Azam. It is surrounded by educational institutions and the Punjab University (Old Campus). The commercial centre of Anarkali, the main offices
of the Metropolitan Corporation Lahore (Town Hall) and the provincial government offices, i.e., the Civil Secretariat, are a short distance from the library building.
The DG Libraries, also secretary, Board of Governors, of the library, reveals that the facility has an approximate collection of 370,000 books,
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bound volumes of magazines,
newspapers, reports, old
gazettes of the Punjab, Pakistan and undivided India, and
more than 1,500 manuscripts.
The paramount feature of the
library is a long-established
and rare collection. The library
holds rare collection of books
in all fields of knowledge in
English, Urdu, Persian, Arabic,
Punjabi, Hindi, Gurmukhi, Sunskrit and in some other local
languages. The library receives
170 magazines, 24 journals by
subscription and the rest as
free copies. Sixteen dailies are
received in the library also.
Main sections of the library
include Acquisition section, Circulation section, Reference
section, Bait-ul-Quran, Children's section, Oriental section, and some other sections
which are not directly related to
the general public and library
users.
The Acquisition section acquires books for the library
from booksellers. The selection
of books is made by a book
purchase committee, which
also includes subject specialists. Readers’ suggestions are
given consideration while purchasing new books for the library.
On the first floor of the English section, there is an English
counter at which books for
home reading are issued and
received back. Oriental language books are issued at the
counter in the Oriental section.
Approximately 250 books are
issued or received back at
these counters daily.
One of the most visited sections is the Reference section,
frequented by students, research scholars and the public
throughout the library working
hours. The section contains reference works such as encyclopaedias, dictionaries, yearbooks, directories, almanacs, atlases, gazetteers, etc., along
with reference works in other fields.
The official gazettes of Punjab and Pakistan kept in this section are important sources of information for many people of the city and rural areas
of various districts of Punjab. Bound files of newspapers are also available.
The section serves its readers by providing census reports, patents and
designs, and back numbers of English magazines. This section is useful
for students preparing for such competitive examinations as CSS and
PCS.
The Bait-ul-Quran section of the library was established in 1968 by
Mukhtar Masood, then commissioner of Lahore Division. It contains manuscripts of the Quran, some dating back to 500 years. The section houses
copies of handwritten and printed Qurans, collected from all over Pakistan,
e.g., the photocopies of the Quran remained under recitation of Hazrat
Usman Ghani, Imam Jaffer Sadiq, Maulana Rom, Tipu Sultan and a hand
written Quran by Aurangzeb Alamgir, Emperor of India. Translations and
commentaries of the Quran in different languages and other Quranic literature are all placed in this section for the use of research scholars. A mural
painting by an artist of Pakistan, Shakir Ali, depicts Quranic Ayats in fine
calligraphy and decorates the section.
A separate children's section was established in March 1982. Material
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comprises illustrated books, children encyclopaedias and dictionaries, science and adventure books, illustrated fiction, biographies, historical and
Islamic books, books on Quaid-e-Azam and Allama Muhammad Iqbal, as
well as on Pakistan, both in English and Urdu languages. The section contains about 6,000 volumes.
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar claims he has turned the library into a hub of
cultural activities also. A series of lectures has been started on educational,
literary, Islamic and library topics for readers, students and scholars. Scholars and persons of repute are invited to deliver the lectures almost every
month, adds the DG libraries and BoG secretary, Punjab Public Library.
He says all important days including Pakistan Independence Day, Defence
Day of Pakistan, Labour Day and Eid Miladun Nabi (PBUH) are observed
at the library and special seminars and events are arranged on these days.
When the attention of the DG Libraries was drawn towards various complaints, lodged by some student visitors that it was really hard to locate
books in different sections, Dr. Zaheer admitted problems in this regard. He
said that a large number of books are almost 80 to 90 years old. Currently,
they are in somewhat poor condition, and could not be located easily.
During the past decades, all worn-out books have not been disposed
of on time due to non-availability of their replacements, said the DG. However, he assured that complete revival of all sections was underway, and
the process would be completed in the coming years.
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Machiavellianism

Plus ça change, plus
c'est le meme chose
Faheem Amir

There is no right or wrong, good or bad, morality or immorality in Pakistan’s
politics. Everything seems permissible to acquire political power, protect
interests, preserve political dynasty, deceive the people, rule and plunder
the country. In short, Machiavellianism, which means "the employment of
cunning and duplicity in statecraft or in general conduct", is fully employed
in Pakistan. Unscrupulously, our Machiavellian politicians are exploiting
nationalism, religion, regionalism, feudalism and sectarianism. Even, they
are emotionally blackmailing the people without any restrain and remorse.
In the coming elections, the PTI leader, Imran Khan, who pretends to
be an honest and democratic man, is shrewdly using religion to attract the
Sunni votes. Former prime minister and the PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif,
who has been ousted from the prime minister office in the Panama case
verdict, is emotionally blackmailing the people by using his wife’s ailment
in London. He is trying his level best to conceal his mega corruption and
save himself and his family, including daughter Maryam Nawaz and two
sons, Hassan Nawaz and Hussain Nawaz, from prison in the NAB refence
corruption cases. While, the PPP leader Asif Ali Zardari, a downright corrupt man, has used his wife’s (Benazir Bhutto) assassination to earn sympathy and votes of the people.
The PTI chief Imran Khan — accompanied by his wife — has visited to
the shrine of Baba Farid Ganjshakar in Pakpattan. A video of the visit has
gone viral on electronic and social media, in which Imran Khan and his
spouse knelt down and kissed the doorsill of the saint’s tomb, one of the
most revered Chishti dargahs in the subcontinent. It sparked a debate
among the people. Many clerics and TV anchors have passed their judgement. Some of them have condemned the move as a violation of religious
edicts. While, many liberal thinkers are of the views that the former cricketer is superstitious and, thus, unfit for leadership, apart from being led by
the nose by a “peerni” his dubiously acquired wife.
Many analysts are of the view that religious issues are solely between
man and God. Thus, these religious issues and views should not be
dragged into politics. But, it is a fact that politicians’ religion, their personal
beliefs and practices, their personal and family lives have always been discussed and played a key role in the power politics in the Subcontinent.
It is a fact that visits to dargahs and shrines of saints are a part of this
region’s (South Asia) culture. Many kings, including Akbar the Great, have
visited Sufi saints, pirs and holy men for seeking their blessings. In Pakistan, apart from the common man, prime ministers like Benazir Bhutto,
Nawaz Sharif, Yousif Raza Gillani and presidents like Asif Ali Zardari used
to visit pirs, shrines and holy men as part of their religious conviction.
These leaders have visited Sufi saints and shrines not only for seeking
blessings but also for getting support of the people for achieving certain
political motives.
Dr. Ishtiaq Ahmed, a famous writer, professor Emeritus of Political Science, Stockholm University; and, Honorary Senior Fellow, Institute of
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South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore, writes in the Daily
Times: “Personally, I find Imran Khan conforming perfectly to the way all
charismatic leaders of the Pakistan movement projected their image as
pious and God-fearing Muslims who were Men of Destiny, chosen by Providence to lead Muslims to God’s Kingdom on Earth. The trendsetter was
the founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. He metamorphosed in 1937 at the Lucknow session of the All-India Muslim League
into an upper-class Muslim of north-western India, wearing the achkan and
karakuli topi which became famous as the Jinnah Cap and shalwar. Thereafter he could be seen taking part in the Eid Prayers and Eid Milad-al-Nabi
celebrations and his speeches are replete with Islamist phraseology and
terminology as he launched a relentless campaign to convince Muslims to
support the Pakistan demand. Contrary to revisionist historians of both Left
and Right, the 1945 election campaign for Pakistan was spearheaded by
Barelvi pirs and mashaikh and was won in the name of Islam. It is ludicrous
to say that the Muslim League itself did not include a commitment to an
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Islamic state in its manifesto. The election
was conducted in the streets and mohallas
and I have yet to meet any Pakistani who
has ever read the manifesto of all parties
before he or she cast their vote. People
even don’t read the manifesto of their own
political party from beginning to end. They
are swayed by outer exhibition and tall
promises. Those were in abundant supply
in 1945 and 1946. I have demonstrated this
in my recent works. Riding the tiger, Jinnah,
whether by choice or inadvertently, had tied
his hands: Pakistan had to be an ideal Islamic state. What it actually meant to Jinnah
one can always discuss but it most certainly
never meant a secular state. Jinnah tried on
August 11, 1947, to make a feeble attempt
to jump off the tiger, but once you ride the
Pakistani tiger you better keep yourself on
its back otherwise the tiger will devour you.
Jinnah Sahib realized that immediately and
in his later pronouncements declared that
Pakistan will be a great state of Muslims
where Sharia will be the main source of law
and much more. His early death left a legacy of conflicting interpretations
of what he wanted, but one thing is crystal clear: the Pakistani tiger could
only be free in a mental and physical space defined and demarcated by
an Islamic boundary. The second charismatic leader who rode the tiger
was Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Starting as an Islamic socialist and gaining great
popularity because of it, he went on the defensive when the Islamists
launched a vicious campaign against him. He first watered it down to Islami Musawat (Islamic social justice), then in the hope of snatching from
the Ulema the initiative on the Khatam-e-Nabuwat (finality of the Prophethood of Prophet Muhammmad PBUH) issue he first inserted in the 1973
constitution clauses, that not only the president but also the prime minister
must be a Muslim who believed in the finality of the Prophethood of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). In 1974, the Ahmadis were declared nonMuslims, but that still failed to make him a hero of the Ulema. They
hounded him even more fiercely. He responded by declaring Friday as the
day of rest, banned alcohol, gambling and horse-racing and in his 1977
election manifesto of the PPP it was mentioned that the Holy Quran will
be taught in schools until the 10th class. The Ulema wanted an Islamic
state with complete control over all affairs and they found their man in General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq.
Mian Nawaz Sharif was never a charismatic leader, but his political instincts were never second to anyone. In 1999 he was about to declare
Sharia as the supreme law of the land when the Musharraf coup prevented
that from happening. The Sharifs were the sponsors of Allama Tahirul
Qadri and only recently, Mian Shahbaz Sharif donated Punjab University
land to some madrassa to demonstrate his loyalty to the tiger. Benazir
Bhutto was superstitious, and she and Zardari Sahib had their fair share
of pirs, as well as astrologers and other charlatans. So, what is the big deal
if Imran Khan is now making it a point to appeal to the vast Barelvi constituency of Pakistan by visiting Sufi shrines?... Anyone who wants to succeed in politics in Pakistan must ride the tiger. But equally important to
remember is that getting off the tiger is not possible with impunity. The Pakistani tiger is my metaphor for the ideal Islamic polity Jinnah promised,
Bhutto tried to elaborate and now Imran Khan is again presenting it as the
panacea for all our ills”.
There is nothing strange and new about a politician visiting a shrine.
Like other politicians, Imran Khan’s sole purpose is just to preserve his political interests along with the Sufi’s blessings. In reality, if Imran Khan follows the real teachings of Baba Farid, he will never wish to become a
political leader and ruler. Baba Farid has preached his teachings through
poetry. In his poetry, Baba Farid condemns falsehood, cruelty, pride, prejudice, hatred, greed, dishonesty, deceit, lust for power and worldly things.
All these things are part and parcel of politics.
Some verses of Baba Farid are given below:
1: Ah Farid! Those winsome eyes
Captivating worlds.
In their hey-day they could not bear
The weight of Kajal-lines.
I have seen in them have brooded
In broad day-light, birds.
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Many analysts are of the view
that religious issues are solely
between man and God. Thus,
these religious issues and views
should not be dragged into politics. But, it is a fact that politicians’ religion, their personal
beliefs and practices, their personal and family lives have always been discussed and
played a key role in the power
politics in the Subcontinent.
2: Ah Farid! It's all in vain:
Taints, advice and reprimands.
For the heart that Satan sealed
Will not yield to your demands.
3: And if Farid you seek the Lord
Be the humblest grass,
Cut and peeled and drenched and trampled,
Softened into mass and woven into prayer mats.
Only then it gains admission
In the house of the Lord.
4: Underrate not dust, Farid!
Like of it is none.
While you live, it licks your feet
And when you die it covers your head.
Imran Khan's way of life and character are diametrically different from
the teachings of Baba Farid.
He, by nature, is a proud, supercilious, licentious, attention-loving,
angry and undemocratic person, who does not like equality, humbleness
and simplicity. Without any shame, he has broken his promise for bringing
about change through honest and young leaders. He is now defending
"corrupt electables" with full force. He is leading a very comfortable life, replete with luxuries. But, he talks about the poor people, honesty and simplicity. In reality, he is using all the Machiavellian tactics to become the
prime minister of Pakistan.
Imran Khan’s visit to Baba Farid’s shrine should be seen in this perspective.
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Terrorism

Pak-US relations: a new
turn in Afghanistan
Dr. Qaisar Rashid

The beginning of 2018 witnessed the fulfilment of Pakistan’s two main demands defining its relationship with the United States (US). First, the elimination of Pakistan’s most wanted terrorist, Mullah Fazlullah, head of the
Tehrek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) hiding in Afghanistan sometime after 2009
and, secondly, the recognition (or acknowledgement) of Pakistan’s sacrifices in men and material, in the war on terror.
On June 13, the presence of the US in Afghanistan delivered a dividend
for Pakistan by exterminating Fazlullah in a drone strike in the province of
Kunar. On July 2, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of
South and Central Asian Affairs Alice Wells visited Pakistan, met Pakistan’s Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua, and acknowledged Pakistan’s
sacrifices in the war on terror. In return, Wells also voiced two demands.
First, squeeze the Afghan Taliban in sanctuaries in Pakistan and, secondly,
play a proactive role in the reconciliation process in Afghanistan. Of these
two demands, the US thinks that the first is the most important because
the fate of the second also rests on the first.
In a way, through the demands, the US has tried to justify why it requires Pakistan to clamp down on the Afghan Taliban nestling in its western half, in the suburbs of Peshawar and Quetta. The US is saying that in
order to bring the Afghan Taliban to the table in Afghanistan, Pakistan has
to make their life difficult. Perhaps, the US sees a direct correlation between Pakistan’s efforts to squeeze the Afghan Taliban and the willingness
of the Afghan Taliban to settle for a negotiated peace with the Kabul government or even with the US. Contrarily, Pakistan may not see the correlation in this way. Instead, Pakistan might be seeing a disconnect between
the two factors. Pakistan may think that there is no need to strike at the
Afghan Taliban inhabiting its land, but there is a need to persuade the
Afghan Taliban to open the door of negotiations with the Kabul regime or
the US.
Here lies a catch. The Afghan Taliban consider the Kabul government
a puppet government not worthy of negotiations. Secondly, the Afghan Taliban consider the presence of foreign forces in Afghanistan an obstacle to
entering into negotiations with the US. Nevertheless, the Afghan Taliban
have softened these stances. That is, they did negotiate the future of
Afghanistan not only with the US several times in Doha, Qatar, but they
also negotiated the same with the Kabul regime twice in Murree, Pakistan.
Apparently, both routes of talks have failed to yield any fruit.
For the US, the use of suicide blasts and remote bomb blasts to disrupt
life in Kabul are an immense and immediate threat not only undermining
the credibility of the Kabul regime, but also impugning the performance of
the US forces in Afghanistan. If Kabul remains quiet and serene, the US
can feel or claim the semblance of victory over the Afghan Taliban, but not
otherwise. The terrorist acts inflicted on Kabul denote the insidious presence of the Afghan Taliban in and around Kabul. The US believes that
Pakistan is the facilitor of the terrorists stifling hand on Kabul – perhaps
the Afghan shantytowns in the western half of Pakistan are the mainspring.
On the other hand, Pakistan thinks that any disquiet caused in the
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Here lies a catch. The Afghan Taliban consider the Kabul government a puppet government not
worthy of negotiations. Secondly,
the Afghan Taliban consider the
presence of foreign forces in
Afghanistan an obstacle to entering into negotiations with the US.
Afghan slums would make the Afghans disperse and the dispersal would
invite new troubles, one such being Da’esh. Pakistan thinks that the concentrated, delimited Afghan slums are subject to better surveillance than
isolated, thinned out populations. Recently, Pakistan has seen a strong
link between the Pashtun youth across the border getting united with their
Pakistani counterparts against a fake police encounter of Naqeebullah
Mehsud at the hands of Rao Anwar, a Senior Superintendent of the
Karachi police. Mehsud, a 27-year-old man, hailed from South Waziristan.
Anwar assumed him to be a Taliban militant. Anyway, the solidarity signified enormously about the consanguinity transcending the Pak-Afghan political border, the Durand Line.
In the post-Fazlullah phase, the US has increased its pressure on Pakistan. Fazlullah was hiding in Afghanistan sometime after 2009 and this
factor gave Pakistan a respite in waiting for his execution as a pre-requisite
for almost everything expected of it. Pakistan was somehow convinced
that Fazlullah was in collusion with the US which would never eliminate
him. The drone strike on June 13 terminated this phase of Pakistan’s apprehension. This is why the US seems to have launched a renewed effort
to pressurize Pakistan to look at the Afghan-Taliban question. Pakistan is
being reminded that its part of the job is left undone.
The Pakistan army and its attached intelligence agencies might be busy
in the forthcoming general elections in the country. However, they are now
in demand in the western half of Pakistan. It is not important that the US
wait for Pakistan’s initiative to strike at the Afghan Taliban inside Pakistan.
The situation is fast moving towards the time when the US may wrest the
initiative from Pakistan and compel Pakistan to toe the US line.The “do
more” mantra can be segued into “if you don’t, we can do it in your backyard” chant, followed by a complementary action. The US may not be
ready to miss any such opportunity especially when the interim government is at the helm of affairs. Interestingly, the post-Fazlullah phase has
coincided with the era led by the interim government in Pakistan offering
the US a window of opportunity to do more.
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Your View
Water policy needed

Strong institutions
CURRENTLY the judiciary, the election commission, the bureau-

THE water crisis in Pakistan is deepening with each passing

cracy, police and the military are busy in making preparations for

day, with the population growth adding to the intensity of the

the general elections under the overall responsibility of the care-

problem. According to a recently published report by the Inter-

taker government. While the election commission is busy in making

national Monetary Fund, Pakistan ranks third among countries

all technical preparations for holding free and fair elections, the ju-

facing water shortage. But despite such reports the Pakistani

diciary is hearing the petitions of candidates regarding their eligibil-

leadership has not acted to face the challenge. The construc-

ity for the elections as per provisions of the constitution. The

tion of dams by India in occupied Kashmir in violation of the

military in coordination with the police are engaged in training its of-

Treaty of the Indus Basin has worsened Pakistan’s problems.

ficers and men to discharge their duties pertaining to security.

Our population is increasing at a rate of 3.2pc. At present, we

The holding of free and fair elections is the overall responsibility of

have to feed more than 200 million people, and if the popula-

these three institutions, while other institutions like the bureaucracy,

tion growth rate remains the same, then it will almost double

Nadra, FBR, NAB and the State Bank are providing necessary as-

by 2025. The consumption of groundwater will also add to the

sistance in checking the details of the assets provided by the candi-

problem. According to a research study, approximately 70 bil-

dates.Even otherwise, parliament and all other important

lion worth of Pakistani river water goes into the sea owing to

institutions assist the democratic governments in running the affairs

lack of a necessary number of water reservoirs. The Pakistan

of the country efficiently.

Research Council’s study on the water resources of Pakistan

In view of the above it is necessary that the country’s political lead-

(PCRWR) revealed that rapid depletion of groundwater could

ership should recognise the value of the institutions for democracy

soon worsen the water crisis in our major cities. Such a crisis

and the country and treat the institutions with respect and dignity.

must be dealt with on a war-footing. Due to excessive pump-

To strengthen democracy, heads of all institutions should be se-

ing, the quality of groundwater gets contaminated with heavy

lected and appointed on merit rather than their loyalty to the politi-

metals such as copper, nickel, cobalt, etc., which causes dis-

cal leadership. Honesty, integrity and efficiency should be the

eases, including hepatitis. If we are to face the problem, we

criteria of the selection.

must construct more water reservoirs; a national action plan
Col. (r) Muhammad Hanif
Islamabad

must be formulated for judicious use of available water; canal
water losses must be reduced by cementing canals’ sides; the
pumping of ground water for irrigation must be controlled; and
we must adopt more efficient methods of watering crops like
using sprinkler, basin and drip irrigation.

Irrigation project

Asad Hussain
Quetta

SALINITY control and reclamation transition pilot project (SCARP)
in Naushahro Feroze division has devastated agriculture and salinity control in Sindh. There are about 640 tube wells here out of
which only a few are working, while remaining are useless.

Enemy at the gates

The SCARP division has been receiving salaries and other incen-

WHILE Pakistan is engrossed in election activities, disconcert-

tives without their assigned job. Tube wells were installed for salin-

ing reports indicate the so-called Islamic State is increasing its

ity control and agriculture purpose, but SCARP has failed to

influence in Pakistan, Tajikistan, Iran and Russia. What lends

maintain them.

credence to IS influence close to our border and probably

The landowner pays Rs100 per acre in tube well surcharge as

within the country are videos concerning the names of suicide

drainage cess. Almost 70 per cent of the tube wells are out of order

attackers Rahman Tajiki, Ebrahim Tajiki, Saad Khurasani, Jafar

and remaining 30pc are serving feudal lords, influential people or

Herati and Muslim Kabuli. Both Tajikistan and Iran have con-

politicians.SCARP has collapsed throughout Sindh. Millions of ru-

veyed their concern to visiting delegations from Pakistan. Many

pees collected for tube wells as drainage cess from landowners are

people in Pakistan believe that pseudo-democracy in Pakistan

given to SCARP irrigation and are not utilised for tube well mainte-

has failed to deliver the goods. They are looking forward to an

nance. The chairman of the Sindh judicial water commission should

avatar or messiah like Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi. Reports indicate

take action and constitute an inquiry into SCARP irrigation policies

that he is sheltered in Afghanistan and is being pampered by

in Sindh.

the US. Let us wake up to the menace before it is too late.
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Dr. Abdul Qadeer Memon

Abdul Hameed Malik

Naushahro Feroze

Peshawar
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Mongolians practiced horse
dentistry as early as 3,200 years ago
Bruce Bower
Mongolian pastoralists
were trying to remove
troublesome teeth from
horses’ mouths almost
3,200 years ago, making
those mobile herders the
earliest known practitioners of horse dentistry, a
new study finds.
Those initial, incomplete tooth removals led to procedures for extracting
forward-positioned cheek teeth known as first premolars from young
horses, say archaeologist William Taylor and his colleagues. That dental
practice, which dates to as early as about 2,800 years ago, coincided with
the appearance in Mongolia of metal bits that made it easier for riders to
control horses, the researchers reported in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. Long-distance travel and mounted warfare
with sedentary civilizations across Asia soon followed.
“Veterinary dentistry was instrumental in the rise of horse warfare on the
Eurasian steppes, allowing herders to use metal bits while avoiding behavior and health complications for horses that may have accompanied
bit use,” says Taylor, of the Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human
History in Jena, Germany. In particular, first premolars could interfere with
a bit’s movement and cause pain or damage to the tooth. Taylor’s group
identified microscopic signs of cutting and sawing on frontal teeth from
two of 10 Bronze Age Mongolian horses. These two teeth, which date to
between around 3,200 and 2,900 years ago, apparently grew at odd angles that may have interfered with chewing. Horseback riding became
widespread in Mongolia at that time.
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Mars got its crust quickly
Carolyn Gramling
Mars was a fully formed
planet — crust and all —
within just 20 million
years of the solar system’s birth. That rapid formation means the Red
Planet probably got a
100-million-year jump on
Earth in terms of habitability, new research suggests.
Geochemical analyses of crystals of the mineral zircon extracted from Martian meteorites reveal that Mars had formed its earliest crust by 4.547 billion
years ago, scientists report. That’s just 20 million years after the disk of gas
around the sun gave birth to the solar system’s planets. The emergence of
a planet’s outermost shell, or crust, is the final stage in the formation of terrestrial planets like Mars, Earth, Venus and Mercury. The process begins
with the accretion of particles from the protoplanetary gas disk; eventually,
those particles form molten material that makes up a hot magma ocean. As
the magma ocean cools and crystallizes, it forms a dense metallic core, and
then an outer crust. Simulations suggest the whole process occurs on
timescales of 30 million to as long as 100 million years.
Analyses of the Martian zircons, led by planetary scientist Laura Bouvier
of the University of Copenhagen, suggest that Mars’ crust formed much
more rapidly, however. The team analyzed isotopes in seven of the crystals. Isotopes are forms of an element that have the same number of protons but different numbers of neutrons, and therefore different masses.
Some isotopes are unstable, and radioactively decay into other elements
at known rates. Using the decay of uranium-235 to lead-207 and of uranium-238 to lead-206, Bouvier and her team determined that the zircons
are as much as 4.476 billion years old.
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Severe stress may send immune system into overdrive
Dennis Thompson
Trauma or intense stress may up your odds of developing an autoimmune
disease, a new study suggests.
Comparing more than 106,000 people who had stress disorders with more
than one million people without them, researchers found that stress was
tied to a 36 percent greater risk of developing 41 autoimmune diseases,
including rheumatoid arthritis, psoriasis, Crohn's disease and celiac disease. "Patients suffering from severe emotional reactions after trauma or
other life stressors should seek medical treatment due to the risk of
chronicity of these symptoms and thereby further health decline, such as
the increased risk of autoimmune disease," said lead researcher Dr. Huan
Song, from the University of Iceland in Reykjavik. The body's immune system protects you from disease and infection. But autoimmune diseases
turn the body's natural protection against itself by attacking healthy cells.
It's not clear what causes autoimmune diseases, but they tend to run in families. Women, particularly black, Hispanic and Native-American women, have
a higher risk for some autoimmune diseases, the researchers said. Song
added that treating stress-related disorders may help reduce the risk of developing autoimmune diseases. "There are now several treatments, both
medications and cognitive behavioral approaches, with documented effectiveness," she said. For example, treating patients suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) with antidepressants such as selective
serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) may help lower the risk for autoimmune
disease, especially when taken in the first year after diagnosis, Song said.
But she cautioned that because this is an observational study, it's not pos-

sible to prove stress causes autoimmune diseases, only that the two are
linked. In the study, Song's team looked at patients in Sweden diagnosed
with stress disorders such as PTSD, acute stress reaction, adjustment disorder and other stress reactions from 1981 to 2013. The researchers compared these individuals with siblings and people in the general population
not suffering from a stress disorder. The effects of severe stress have been
associated with a variety of health problems, one PTSD expert said. "Many
studies have linked stress conditions as well as adverse childhood events,
such as trauma and neglect, to future medical problems, including immune
problems," said Mayer Bellehsen. He directs the Unified Behavioral Health
Center for Military Veterans and Their Families at Northwell Health in Bay
Shore, N.Y. "It is also notable that when people received effective treatment, their risk was lessened," he added.

Staying with one doctor may prolong your life: study
Steven Reinberg
Sticking with one primary care doctor may help you stay healthy and extend
your life, according to a new British study.
Researchers reviewed 22 studies from nine countries with different cultures
and health systems. Of those, 18 concluded that staying with the same doctor
over time significantly reduced early deaths, compared with switching doctors.
"Currently, arranging for a patient to see the doctor of their choice is considered a social convenience," said lead researcher Dr. Denis Pereira Gray.
"Now it is clear that it is about improving the quality of medical practice with
profound implications for all health systems." Gray is an emeritus professor
at the University of Exeter in England. He is also former president of the Royal
College of General Practitioners and former chairman of the Academy of
Medical Royal Colleges. He said the study was the first systematic review of
the relationship between continuity of doctor care and death rates.
Not only can seeing the same primary care doctor prolong life, but the same
holds true for specialists such as surgeons and psychiatrists, Gray said. "Patients talk more freely to doctors they know, and doctors can then understand
them better and tailor advice and treatment better," he said. Although technology has brought advances in medical care, Gray said, "This research
shows that human factors like continuity of care remain important and are indeed a matter of life and death." A continuing relationship with one doctor
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has many benefits that can improve care, said Dr. Marc Siegel, a professor
of medicine at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York City. "The intangible
aspect of knowing your patients, knowing their history, knowing their quirks,
and knowing who they are can help predict outcomes and help you intervene," said Siegel, who wasn't part of the study.
At a time of increasing consolidation of medical information, communication
among doctors is still fractured, he added. For example, patients who get
their care in clinics or hospitals might not see the same doctor at each visit.
Plus, doctors today spend less time with each patient. "Less face time is disadvantageous," Siegel said.
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Crystal Swan – an irony-flecked
culture-clash comedy

Vagabond – Agnès Varda's classic chronicle
of a death foretold

Guy Lodge

Peter Bradshaw

At a time when the U.S.
borders are being made as
hostile as possible to migrants, stories of hopeful
outsiders betting the farm
on the American Dream hit
hard and true in the heart
— even one as outwardly
oddball as Crystal Swan, freshman helmer Darya Zhuk’s spirited, bittersweet comedy about a restless Belarusian DJ stuck farcically at the visa
application stage. Zhuk’s film may be set in 1996, but the tension it outlines
between young Eastern Europeans yearning for a new life and an older,
more staid generation bewildered by the youth exodus still feels thoroughly
of the moment. That topicality, bolstered by the Vice Films production imprint, should further carry this winningly small, scrappy debut — Belarus’s
first Oscar submission in 22 years — across the festival circuit following
its Karlovy Vary premiere. For Zhuk, writer Helga Landauer and ball-offire lead Alina Nasibullina, meanwhile, it’s an auspicious arrival.
From the moment early-twentysomething Velya (Nasibullina) enters the
frame, it’s clear she doesn’t fit in the severe former Stalinist surrounds
of Minsk. Her electric-blue wig and bright, eccentric outfits — a sort of
rave-era update of Cyndi Lauper’s “She’s So Unusual” look — earn her
mocking sneers from men on public transport, while Zhuk and costume
designer Elena Hordionok underline the point by cladding all around her
in shapeless shades of dust.

Animal World – A beautiful
mind with fighting clowns
Leslie Felperin
A curiosity whichever way you
slice it, Animal World features
a maniacal clown battling
bizarre CGI monsters, Michael
Douglas flying his super-villain
freak flag, and intermittent
maths lectures to explain possible strategies in a huge,
deadly tournament of rock-scissors-paper.
There’s some narrative logic girding the whole unlikely structure, but it’s
a wilfully eccentric mix. Imagine a YouTube video mashup of ultraviolent
manga, David Fincher’s Douglas-starrer The Game from 1997, and a
TED talk about game theory – except that description risks making this
sound like more fun to watch than it is, especially given the bloated twohour-plus running time.
Li Yifeng stars as Kaisi, a damaged young man who works as a clown
in a local arcade. In moments of emotional stress, Kaisi is prone to imagine himself as a clown with ace fighting skills. It all has something to do
with a trauma stemming from childhood, when his father was killed while
Kaisi was watching a clown-themed TV show.
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A young homeless woman is
discovered dead in a freezing
ditch by an agricultural worker.
Pale and still undecomposed,
she looks strangely peaceful, as
if asleep, and in the mysterious
and fractured drama to come,
showing flashback episodes in
her life descending to this grimly inevitable ending, she is often to be
discovered sleeping rough in very much the same situation. As one witness says: “If they’re dead, it’s ugly; if they’re asleep, it’s cute.”
This is Mona, unforgettably played by Sandrine Bonnaire; she has evidently changed her name from Justine, to distance herself from a former
wage-slave life as a secretary. She took off on the road to nowhere with
her tent on her back, sleeping in fields or on roadsides, getting cash-inhand jobs where she could but always defiant, faintly mutinous, uncaring, inscrutable. As she says: “Je m’en fous – je bouge” (“I don’t care –
I move on”). She is the star of Agnès Varda’s award-winning 1985 film
Vagabond, or Sans Toit Ni Loi (No Shelter No Law) now being revived
as part of a retrospective in honour of the director’s 90th birthday. This
extraordinary film-maker – part of that remarkable and long-lived New
Wave generation – is still working, still creating, but this is surely one of
her greatest films: enigmatic, possessed of a cool artistry in its structural
asymmetries and inconsistencies, and as gripping as any thriller.

The Endless – playful and unnerving
Wendy Ide
A
mind-bending
Möbius strip of a
movie, this indie sci-fi
makes up for what it
lacks in budget with a
wealth of playful ideas.
It’s a two-man show –
directors Justin Benson
and Aaron Moorhead
also star in the film (which was written by Benson), as Justin and
Aaron, a pair of brothers who escaped what Justin describes as a “UFO
death cult” as children. Life in the real world, however, seems grimly
disappointing compared with that in Camp Arcadia; a washed-out greygreen colour palette speaks volumes. So at the insistence of Aaron,
the pair return to the camp for a visit. And confronted with an idyll of
beautiful people bonding around the campfire, Aaron starts to question
why they ever left.
Benson and Moorhead are canny enough to leave plenty of questions
unanswered about just what it is that keeps the camp members so
preternaturally young-looking and what prevents them from leaving. But
while there is fun to be had trying to unpick the twisted logic behind the
story, there are a few glaring plot questions I couldn’t quite resolve.
What’s interesting is how little this actually matters.
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What Love Teaches Me

Daring to Drive

Ziauddin Yousafzai

Manal Al-Sharif

For over twenty years, Ziauddin
Yousafzai has been fighting for
equality – first for Malala, his daughter – and then for all girls throughout
the world living in patriarchal societies. Taught as a young boy in Pakistan to believe that he was
inherently better than his sisters, Ziauddin rebelled against inequality at
a young age. And when he had a
daughter himself he vowed that
Malala would have an education,
something usually only given to
boys, and he founded a school that
Malala could attend.
Then in 2012, Malala was shot for standing up to the Taliban by continuing to go to her father's school, and Ziauddin almost lost the very person for whom his fight for equality began. What Love Teaches Me is
Ziauddin’s journey from a stammering boy growing up in a tiny village
high in the mountains of Pakistan, through to being an activist for equality and the father of the youngest ever recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize, and now one of the most influential and inspiring young women
on the planet.

A visceral coming-of-age tale from the
young woman who dared to stand up
to a kingdom of men. Best known for
her campaign work for women's rights,
including the Women2Drive campaign,
this is Manal al-Sharif's fiercely intimate
memoir. Future generations will marvel
at Manal al-Sharif. Her gripping account of homegrown courage will
speak to the fighter in all of us. Books
like this one can change the world.
Manal al-Sharif is following in a long
tradition of women activists around the
world who have put themselves on the
line to expose and challenge discriminatory laws and policies. She was born
in Mecca the year fundamentalism took hold in Saudi Arabia. As a young
girl she would burn her brother's boy band CDs in the oven because
music was haram: forbidden by Islamic law. By her twenties she was a
computer security engineer. But as she became older, the unequal way
in which women are treated became too much to bear: she was branded
a slut for talking to male colleagues at work; her school-age brother had
to chaperone her on business trips and, while she kept a car in her
garage, she was forbidden from driving down Saudi streets.

Developing the Leader Within You

The President is Missing

John c. Maxwell

James Patterson

In this thoroughly revised and updated 25th-anniversary edition of his
now-classic work, John C. Maxwell
reveals how to develop the vision,
value,influence, and motivation required of successful leaders. Twentyfive years ago, John Maxwell
published the book that forever transformed how we think about leadership. Developing the Leader Within
You revolutionized the way leaders
are made and in the process sold
more than one million copies. Now
John Maxwell returns to his classic
text to include the leadership insights
and practices he's learned in the
decades since the book first appeared. Thoroughly revised and with
two completely new chapters, this new edition updates the foundational
principles for transformative leadership that Maxwell has used as a
leader for more than 40 years.
No matter what arena you are called to--family, church, business, nonprofit—the principles Maxwell shares will positively impact your own life
and the lives of those around you. New readers as well as longtime fans
of Maxwell and the original book won't want to miss out on this one.
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The dream team delivers big time.
Clinton’s insider secrets and Patterson’s storytelling genius make this the
political thriller of the decade. The
world is in shock. But the reason he’s
missing is much worse than anyone
can imagine. With details only a President could know, and the kind of suspense only James Patterson can
deliver. The President is Missing puts
the listener inside the White House
and inside the mind of a President
grappling with extraordinary circumstances.
Bill Clinton’s insight into the pressures
of being president and life in the White House coupled with James Patterson’s chops as an action writer have combined to give us a genuinely
masterful thriller.
This dark tale is, at bottom, a warning and a prophecy about the mortal
threats to US democracy posed by terrorists abroad, homegrown extremism, and the technological miracles that have rendered the people
both powerful and defenceless at once. It is a big, splashy juggernaut
of a novel, combining thrills with a truly authentic look at the inner happenings in Washington.
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