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Law

PTI: Now begins the hard part
Winning the elections was relatively easy for the
PTI. Now begins the hard part – governing an ungovernable society like Pakistan. Prime Minister
Imran Khan has completed a little over a month
in power and during these 40-odd stormy days,
he has stepped back from electoral promises and
the decisions taken in the cabinet meetings for as
many as 16 times, according to one count.
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Offshore fishing starts
The government has detected over 10,000 properties of Pakistanis worth billions of rupees in the
United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates.
The owners include business people, politicians,
bureaucrats and technocrats and their names will
be revealed in the coming weeks. They are in
deep trouble because all national institutions have
been activated against them, laws are being reformed and the Supreme Court of Pakistan will
oversee their prosecution.
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US-Saudi Aggression

Iran being trapped
into another war?
Shahid Hussain

A terrorist attack on a military parade in Iran appears to be part of a larger
escalation to provoke it to retaliate and then use its reaction to spark a
larger war. Experts say the terrorist attack could also aim to trap the United
States into a war of choice.
In retaliation to at least 29 killings in the southwestern city of Ahvaz by
gunmen, who opened fire on a crowd watching a military parade, Iran
launched several surface-to-surface ballistic missiles in an area east of
the Euphrates in Syria. It blamed Saud Arabia and its strongest regional
ally, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), for the attack, which was simultaneously claimed by Saudi Arabia-linked Al-Ahvaziya or Ahvaz National Resistance and Daesh. Shortly after the attack, Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, a
political adviser to Emirati Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed, said the
bloodbath was justified and that "attacking a military target is not a terrorist
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act. Moving the battle deeper inside Iran is a declared option and will increase during the next phase,” he added. Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) Deputy Commander Brigadier General Hossein Salami
warned, “We will take revenge for every drop of the Ahvaz martyrs’ blood
from the domestic and foreign elements. We warn the Saudi and Emirati
regimes that you cannot sustain the blade of our vengeance.”
Experts fear the Ahvaz attack may spark a much larger regional conflagration, involving not just regional rivals Saudi Arabia and Iran, but also
the US. According to Trita Parsi, President Emeritus of the National Iranian
American Council, Iran's regional rivals, particularly Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, have increasingly taken their decades-long behind-the-scenes pressure on the US to bomb Iran into the open. “What used to be said in private
is now increasingly declared in public. Moreover, these monarchies are no
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longer limiting themselves to pushing the US to take military action, but
are announcing their own readiness to attack Iran,” he wrote. Only a year
ago, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman explained in an interview
that Saudi Arabia would take the fight "inside Iran". "We won't wait for the
battle to be in Saudi Arabia. Instead, we will work so that the battle is for
them in Iran." His statement was widely interpreted as a sign that Riyadh
would dramatically escalate tensions with Iran and intensify its support for
various armed groups opposing the government in Tehran.
There are also apprehensions that Riyadh and Abu Dhabi cannot take
on Iran militarily alone and the terrorist attack in Iran is as much about trapping Iran into war as it is to trap the US into a war of choice. As former Secretary of Defense Bob Gates said in 2010, the Saudis "want to fight the
Iranians to the last American". But the Trump administration may not be innocent bystanders to such a scheme. Trump's own actions and close coordination with Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Israel on Iran raises the prospects
of the US itself actively pushing its allies and being pushed by its allies towards war with Iran. Experts warn the US has started action on a 2017
memo of National Security Adviser John Bolton, who has a history of manipulating intelligence in order to drag the US into war. The memo details
how the US should coordinate with Israel and Saudi Arabia to build support,
domestically and internationally, for a withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal
and a much more aggressive policy on Iran. It specifically mentions "providing assistance" to Khuzestan Arabs, the minority group in Iran that the Ahvazi
attack perpetrators claim to represent. Bolton also argues that the Trump
administration should demand payment from Iran for its non-existing role in
the 9/11 September attacks while disingenuously offering Iran dialogue amid
a policy of confrontation. The Trump administration's Iran policy is following
the Bolton memo almost point by point. The plea to provide assistance to
Khuzestani separatists is particularly damning. It raises legitimate suspicions
that if the terror attack has Saudi and UAE fingerprints on it, it may not be so
much an attempt by them to drag the US into war as Trump operating in the
driver’s seat. For Saudi Arabia and the UAE, it makes strategic sense. Their
ability to compete with the much larger and more cohesive Iranian state in
the long run is highly questionable. If they can trap the US into doubling
down on its military presence in the Middle East, however, then they can
use American power to balance Iran. For America, which is already overextended in the Middle East at the expense of its strategic interest in Asia as
well as at home, this makes little to no sense, experts say.
In a collective outpouring of anger, Iranian leaders threatened to avenge
the attack. Many observers concluded that Iran would retaliate against
Saudi Arabia, which stood at the top of the blame list. But Iran, despite
rhetoric targeting the Saudis “from every corner of the country,” is unlikely
to take retaliatory action against Saudi Arabia or the UAE. Experts have
noted that Iran's reactions to hostile moves by its adversaries have been
calculated, cautious and patient. In each instance, when the government
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Experts fear the Ahvaz attack
may spark a much larger regional conflagration, involving
not just regional rivals Saudi
Arabia and Iran, but also the
US. According to Trita Parsi,
President Emeritus of the National Iranian American Council,
Iran's regional rivals, particularly Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
have increasingly taken their
decades-long behind-the-scenes
pressure on the US to bomb
Iran into the open.
decides what should be done, the central concern is that retaliation should
not lead to an all-out war. In August 1998, during the rule of the Taliban,
the sworn enemies of Iranian Shia in Afghanistan, armed men stormed the
Iranian consulate in Mazar-i-Sharif and killed 10 diplomats. Tens of thousands of Iranian troops amassed at the border with Afghanistan, prepared
for a full-scale attack on the Taliban, but Iran’s supreme leader Ali
Khamenei opposed the plan and it was called off.
Experts say Iran has avoided a direct conflict with Israel that could have
led to full-blown war on many occasions in the past and it will continue with
the policy. However, it is feared it will have to face more terrorist attacks
on its soil as international forces want to weaken it. US President Trump
has openly announced the policy of regime change in Iran as part of his
agenda. Experts say the Al-Ahvaziya group has an office in the UK, London. It operates with highly questionable funds but the British government
has turned a blind eye to it. All forces inimical to Iran have joined hands to
help terrorist groups in the country. It may not only destabilize the Islamic
State but also the region. The US created the Taliban and Daesh to obtain
its objectives but it jeopardized the world peace. The US-backed Taliban
perpetrated the 9/11 attack on its own soil and they are still a serous threat
to the world peace but it refuses to learn a lesson from its mistakes.
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Law

PTI: Now begins
the hard part
Nasim Ahmed

Winning the elections was relatively easy for the PTI. Now begins the hard
part – governing an ungovernable society like Pakistan.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has completed a little over a month in power
and during these 40-odd stormy days, he has stepped back from electoral
promises and the decisions taken in the cabinet meetings for as many as
16 times, according to one count.
It is perhaps the heavy weight of expectations that makes the PTI’s
performance look below par. But it is equally true there is no end to flipflop by the PTI neophytes. It may be too early to judge the performance of
the PTI government but the bumbling start has dashed hopes in many
hearts. The new set-up has yet to find its feet. A motley team of old and
new politicians and the lack of a clear policy direction is making the situation worse confounded.
The process of team selection has been tardy and patchy. Some appointments like those of Zulfi Bokhari, who is under NAB’s radar, have
drawn a lot of flak from independent analysts. The appointment of the CM
Punjab left everyone wondering what the criterion and motivation was for
such an out-of-the-box choice. Imran Khan has been defending his selection but has not been very convincing to his interlocutors.
Numerous taskforces have been formed to chart out plans of action in
various fields, but they have not yet swung into full gear. There are telltale evidences of an amateurish approach in handling critical issues related
to governance. The PTI must understand that populist rhetoric is no substitute for solid policy measures.
It seems the PTI did not make the requisite preparations although it
was a foregone conclusion that it was going to sail through the hustings
smoothly. No detailed homework was done for the revival of the economy
or putting other sensitive sectors on an even keel at the soonest possible.
Dr. Ishrat Husain has been appointed head of the Economic Advisory
Council but this body has yet to show any concrete results. The pace of
decision-making has been painfully slow. As a result, the stock exchange,
business confidence, the exchange rate, the market and the economic
sentiment are in a state of depression.
No doubt, it was a wise decision to form a permanent Economic Advisory Council inducting the best talent from both inside and outside Pakistan. This showed that the PTI government is serious in tackling the grave
economic challenges confronting the country. But the far-sighted decision
came to naught, when the government, under pressure from the right wing
lobby, asked Prof. Atif Mian, a world renowned economist, to resign from
the council.
The PTI government’s promise to get millions of children into school
needs massive resources. The same is the case in the health sector. In
this connection, the ululating financial crisis is the biggest constraint. The
current account deficit and falling foreign exchange reserves need urgent
remedial action. The government is still undecided on the question of
whether to seek an IMF bailout or use other options. The delay in finalising
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a course of action is worsening the situation by the day.
On the other hand, the burgeoning circular debt affecting the power
sector and the massive losses incurred by public-sector organisations
have compounded the government’s financial woes. The government has
also not made up its mind about privatising the loss-making state-owned
enterprises. Conditions are so bad in the PIA and Pakistan Steel Mills that
they cannot be run more efficiently just by making changes at the top. It is
clear the government is shy of taking tough and unpopular decisions for
fear of public backlash.
Imran Khan has promised to double the tax revenue by reforming the
FBR and appealing to the people to pay taxes honestly. But much more
than public exhortation is needed to instill a tax culture in society. In this
context, the government’s austerity drive is a welcome move. Imran Khan’s
decision not to live in the Prime Minister’s House and cut down on protocol
has great symbolic value, but the administration needs to follow up with
concrete measure to reduce public expenditure. The bureaucracy, police
and criminal justice are in urgent need of overhaul. But little progress has
been made towards reforming these vital organs of the state.
Imran Khan’s commitment to bring change and his focus on human development and environmental issues are beyond question. But without a
clear vision and a well thought out strategy and plan of action, no concrete
results can be achieved. PM Imran Khan should move quickly to get over
the teething troubles of his government and initiate corrective action. He
can’t afford to lose time. The vultures are waiting in the wings.
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Housing

A programme for
the poor
Nasim Ahmed

The previous governments badly neglected the housing needs of the poor.
No mass housing schemes were launched as a result of which shanty
towns have come up near all big cities. To solve the problem, the new PTI
government has set up a committee to explore options for implementing
PM Imran Khan’s five million houses initiative to benefit those without shelter, slum dwellers and other urban and rural low-income groups.
It is good that housing is being accorded high priority by the present
government. Given that the provision and facilitation of housing is one of
the most complex social development undertakings, many are looking forward to seeing how this unfolds. It may be added here that the demand
for housing — especially for apartments in large cities such as Karachi,
and single unit villas in various other urban locations — is intensifying due
to changing sociological dynamics. For example, the joint family structure
in cities is breaking down and nuclear families are growing.
Another important contributor to the swelling housing demand is the
expanding housing backlog. According to some studies, a backlog of more
than 11m housing units exists as per current estimates. About 450,000 formally built units are constructed annually with a predominant focus in urban
areas, and the backlog continues to mount. Housing demand is also affected by migrations to the cities for better healthcare, education, employment, and safety and security reasons. Social dislocations caused due to
geopolitical factors and terrorist and anti-terrorist campaigns during the
past three decades also need to be studied in order to evaluate their impact on cities.
Replacement of housing stock is an important demand factor in the
context of urban Pakistan. In the past, land was considered a social asset.
Now it is traded as a saleable commodity. Urban land has become a product attracting investments in exponential proportions. Hence its prices rise
to high limits where its availability and access become impossible for housing, particularly for a low-and-middle-income clientele. The rise in informal
living and overcrowding in Karachi’s low-income residential areas is a visible reality. The emergence of katchi abadis in Islamabad also reflects the
fact that better controlled and managed cities have not been able to extend
affordable options to the urban poor. The struggle of the Awami Workers
Party to find a solution to this issue in Islamabad is a good initiative and
must be supported by the government.
Previous governments made allocations of land to various political
favourites at less than market price. Unapproved land subdivisions and
development of housing schemes by realtors in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad have created severe distortions in the housing market. Housing
finance is an important subsector. Studies indicate that at present not more
than two per cent of finances are arranged through formal housing finance
institutions. About 10pc lending is facilitated through informal sources while
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the remaining is facilitated through personal savings and other related
means. State Bank reports have lamented the fact that the total housing
finance mortgage market is around one per cent of GDP, one of the lowest
in South Asia. High risks in transactions, poor governance and a breakdown of law and order on a routine basis impacts the scenario.
Some solutions have been recommended by experts in the past. Establishing housing resource centres at the district level is one option. These
institutions may be empowered to gather and package up-to-date information about public and private sector housing options. Pilot projects may
be launched for developing housing on cooperative basis for low-grade
government employees, public organisations and formal private organisations. The House Building Finance Company must undertake innovatively
designed packages to enhance clientele and expand access to housing
to more needy groups.
Lately, some progress has been made towards easing the finance
shortage in the housing sector. According to the State Bank, the volume of outstanding home loans has been increasing from year to year.
Housing finance is gradually growing and the gross outstanding of all
banks and DFIs surged to Rs 65.70 billion in 2016-17. At present, 24
Islamic and conventional banks, House Building Finance Company Limited (HBFCL) and one microfinance bank are catering to the housing finance needs and the current data confirms that the primary housing
finance market in Pakistan is gradually growing which is a very positive
sign for the economy. House Building Finance Company holds the
largest share (22pc) in terms of outstanding home loans. Category-wise,
Islamic banks remained the largest players with 39 percent share in outstanding loans.
According to experts, there is an urgent need to increase the primary
mortgage market by extending services to the poor and low-income segments of society. The reasons for sluggishness in the growth of the mortgage market and services are many, ranging from difficulties related to
foreclosure laws and title issues. The growth is also hampered by an ineffective institutional framework, absence of a secondary mortgage market,
rising transaction costs and the generally unorganized state of the real estate sector.
Lessons can also be drawn from the experience of other countries in
South Asia. For instance, Sri Lanka launched a Million Houses Programme
some three decades ago. Its key components included provision of small
loans, ensuring community participation in housing development ventures,
revision of technical standards to conform to needs of the poor, technical
assistance by the implementing agencies, extension of subsidies for local
infrastructure provision and capacity building of the administrative and
technical staff. Much can be learned from Sri Lanka’s example.
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Politics

Shahbaz Sharif’s
deal derails?
Muhammad Hassan

The arrest of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) President Shahbaz Sharif in a corruption case has quelled rumours, which were created by his close aide, of a deal with the establishment, under which
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was also released by the court.
After his arrest, prospects of detention of his elder brother and his
daughter have also increased.
It is said Shahbaz Sharif was arrested by the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) after former Principal Secretary to ex-Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, Fawad Hassan Fawad, turned approver against him in
the Ashiana Housing scam. Sources say NAB had arranged a one-onone meeting between them, where Fawad informed the investigators
that he had acted upon the advice of Shahbaz Sharif and signed contracts, which caused a loss of billions of rupees to the national exchequer. However, critics have raised many questions on his arrest. They
say the timing of his arrest is significant as he was caged to bar the
PML-N from winning by-polls. He was arrested despite cooperation with
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and appearing before it
whenever he was summoned. To them, his arrest was not needed because he was not in a position to influence the investigation as he does
not hold any executive office.
Earlier, former Punjab Education Minister Rana Mashhood, a close
aide to Shahbaz Sharif, claimed that the former Punjab chief minister
had negotiated a patch-up between the party and the establishment
and as a result, the Punjab government of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) could collapse in two months and the PML-N would be back in
power in the province. In an interview to a news channel, which he retracted after the party distanced itself from it, but accepted again after
Shahbaz Sharif’s arrest, he said the security establishment had played
a key role in the PTI victory in the 2018 elections, but it realised that
the PTI leaders were not capable of delivering what had been expected
of them. When asked whether civil-military tensions that had reportedly
marred the tenure of the last PML-N government still existed after the
end of the party's rule, he said, "I think the relations have improved to
a considerable extent. The situation has improved because 'they' have
now realised that those whom they had considered horses, turned out
to be mules. And the mules are not able to deliver.”
His remarks invoked strong criticism by the military. "Attribution of
an obvious vested statement by Rana Mashhood is baseless and regrettable," tweeted Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director
General Maj-Gen. Asif Ghafoor. "Such irresponsible expressions are
detrimental to stability in the country," he added, without elaborating.
The PML-N also distanced itself from his remarks. "The statement is
surprising," said PML-N spokesperson Marriyum Aurangzeb, adding
that the party had sought an explanation from him. After a strong reac-
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tion from his own party, Mashhood issued a clarification, claiming that
his interview clips were broadcast out of context. In its reaction, the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) said, "The cat is out of the bag following
Rana Mashhood's statement. It has thus been proven that the PML-N
had been actively seeking a deal with the establishment in the name of
democracy.”
Advancing Shahbaz Sharif’s agenda, veteran PML-N leader Javed
Hashmi claimed that internal differences in the ruling party would not
let the government complete its tenure. Accepting that “All politicians
are products of the establishment,” he said the Pakistan Tehreek-eInsaf (PTI) government would only complete two years of the five-year
public mandate given to it in the July 25 polls. “Look, there are more
than five different factions in the ruling party and the internal division
led to disqualification of PTI MPA Salman Naeem in PP-217.” On October 1, the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) disqualified
Salman, an independent, who later joined the PTI. He had defeated
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi in the general elections for
PP-217 seat of the Punjab Assembly. The petition was filed by a local
leader of the PTI, who had identified that Salman was underage.
It is understandable that Mashhood’s outburst was not without any
purpose. It aimed to keep the party intact ahead of by-polls in the Punjab
and it worked as the PML-N managed to bag all its votes in the Senate
by-poll, unlike the election of Punjab Speaker Pervaiz Elahi, when at
least seven of PML-N legislators had voted for him. The prediction about
the demise of the Punjab government aimed to win by-polls for 13 Punjab Assembly seats. At present, the PTI leads the House with at least
14 seats. It is impossible for the PML-N to win all seats. Pakistan’s history shows that by-elections are always won by the ruling party. However, Mashhood’s lofty claim provided a new hope to his party’s
legislators and the party can narrow the margin, but still cannot overtake
the PTI. The removal of Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar is not possible as a result of a no-confidence motion. He could only be replaced
by a court order or Prime Minister Imran Khan, if he fails to deliver.
The talk of a deal with the establishment aimed to give a message
to party workers and legislators that Shahbaz Sharif is the only hope
for the party after the disqualification of former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif. It also aimed to convince party workers that the politics of the
party has been shifted to Shahbaz Sharif’s family, instead of Nawaz
Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz. Hamza Shahbaz has already
started calling the shots after the arrest of his father. However, the impression of a deal with the establishment has gone down the drain after
Shahbaz Sharif’s arrest. The establishment had also reacted sharply
against Mashhood’s remarks. It appears his remarks were only wishful
thinking of the party and Shahbaz Sharif.
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Diplomacy

Pakistan’s matching
response to Indian
allegations
Muhammad Ali

The revival of peace talks with India looks remote after Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi bluntly exposed Indian brutalities in Occupied Kashmir and cross-border terrorism at the United Nation General Assembly. Experts say he presented Pakistan’s viewpoint on regional and
international issues effectively and convinced the world it was a victim of terrorism, rather than its sponsor, as is claimed by India at international forums.
It was after a long time that Pakistan has effectively countered Indian allegations at an international forum. India was given a free hand by the last Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government in Pakistan which failed to
appoint a foreign minister for over four years, which provided an opportunity
to India to launch malicious propaganda against Pakistan at all international
forums unilaterally. As Pakistan had no foreign minister to respond, India succeeded in its designs and maligned Pakistan’s image. It was the first time Pakistan raised the issue of Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav and cross-border
terrorism at an international forum. However, Pakistan’s effective response to
Indian allegations means India will not agree to peace talks in the foreseeable
future.
Shah Mehmood Qureshi is the first Pakistani minister, who addressed the
United Nations General Assembly in Urdu. It won him appreciation from all
walks of life in the country. He pointed out crucial factors in Pakistan’s relations
with India, the US and Afghanistan. Diplomats and analysts, who are accustomed to listening to conventional words on the platform, were surprised to
see the Pakistani foreign minister speaking bluntly on issues like brutality in
Occupied Kashmir and cross-border terrorism. Many in Pakistan believe
Qureshi presented Pakistan’s viewpoint more clearly than any previous government’s representative, including former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.
In his address, Qureshi’s prime focus was Indian aggression in the region
and its unwillingness to settle issues with Pakistan through dialogue. Briefing
the audience about the long outstanding issues with India, Qureshi clarified
that Pakistan wanted to resolve outstanding issues with India through dialogue
but the Indian government had wasted an opportunity for the third time —
each time with flimsy excuses. He emphasised that the unresolved Kashmir
dispute posed a great threat to peace and stability in the region. "Peace can
never be established in South Asia unless the issue of Kashmir is resolved in
accordance with the UN resolutions. India must stop human rights violations
in Occupied Kashmir and also stop ceasefire violations across the Line of
Control (LoC)". He warned that India would have to face a severe reaction if
it attempted any misadventure against Pakistan. "India has been sponsoring
terrorism in Pakistan and Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav was involved in planning and sponsoring terrorist activities in Pakistan on behalf of the Indian government,” he added. He also informed the audience about Indian state
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terrorism in Jammu Kashmir. “Peace in the South Asian region directly relies
on a justified settlement of the Kashmir dispute in the light of the UNSC resolutions and the will of the people of Kashmir,” he emphasized.
The war of words between the two countries intensified after India canceled the foreign minister-level talks with Pakistan that were scheduled to
take place on the sidelines of the UNGA Summit in New York. India’s foreign
ministry cited the “brutal killings of security personnel by Pakistan-based
entities” and added that the release of a series of 20 postage stamps depicting a young Kashmiri rebel commander killed by Indian troops in July
2016 was “glorifying a terrorist and terrorism.” The announcement was followed by vitriolic and bellicose statements, in which India claimed that Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan had “shown his true colours” and Imran
Khan shot back saying that India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi was a
“small man holding a big office”. India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi also
jumped into the fray, saying India was committed to peace but not at the
cost of compromising self-respect and unity of the country. “People of India
celebrated Parakram Parv to mark the second anniversary of surgical
strikes conducted two years ago. Our soldiers had given a befitting reply to
those who are involved in a proxy war against India through acts of terrorism,” PM Modi said. “We believe in peace and we are committed to it, but
it will not happen at the cost of the self-respect and unity of the country.
India has always been committed to peace.”
Since the formation of a new government in Pakistan, a series of overtures
between New Delhi and Islamabad had rekindled hopes of peace and reconciliation. But, it proved eyewash. The battle lines are drawn again. Accusations
and counter-accusations are flying thick and fast. The gains made in recent
weeks have been squandered.
Analysts say Pakistan has exposed the true face of its archrival India before the international community. India also accused Pakistan of being involved in cross-border terrorism and sabotaging the peace dialogue amid
worsening tensions. India’s attitude at the United Nations General Assembly
showed that it wanted to increase pressure on Pakistan by deflecting attention of the international community from its atrocities in Occupied Kashmir.
Cordial relations of Pakistan and China are also one of the reasons behind
India’s aggressive behavior and upcoming elections in India are also one of
the factors behind its recent policies toward Pakistan. The ruling Bharatiya
Janta Party (BJP) in India is under extreme pressure from Hindu nationalists
and chances of dialogue even after the elections are slim. With the war of
words escalating sharply, the peace process between India and Pakistan
has been put on the backburner once again. It will take a Herculean effort
to bring them back on the table.
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Law

Offshore fishing
starts
Muhammad Zain

The government has detected over 10,000 properties of Pakistanis worth
billions of rupees in the United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates.
The owners include business people, politicians, bureaucrats and technocrats and their names will be revealed in the coming weeks. They are
in deep trouble because all national institutions have been activated
against them, laws are being reformed and the Supreme Court of Pakistan
will oversee their prosecution.
The government claims to have traced two more undisclosed properties
of former Finance Minister Ishaq Dar in London and served notices on
Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) President Shahbaz Sharif, who was arrested by
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) in a separate case, and children
of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif for “misusing” official aircraft. “We
have detected over 10,000 properties of Pakistanis worth billions of rupees
only in two countries, the UAE and the UK,” Special Assistant to the Prime
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Minister on Accountability Shahzad Akbar, said at a press conference with
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry.
The government has divided the owners of offshore properties into two
categories — politicians and other citizens — and served notices on the
owners of about 300 properties in the list in the first phase. The government had formed an assets recovery unit comprising officials of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) and other relevant departments to investigate thousands of properties held by Pakistanis abroad. All the owners might not have made properties through illegal means, but they have been ordered to declare their
assets in tax returns. Experts say the number of assets could be much
more because properties in only two countries have been traced so far.
Information about half of the properties in the two countries was already
available with the previous governments, but no action was taken because
it could have exposed the former rulers too. It is said the former rulers had
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sent their money abroad by introducing
statutory regulatory orders (SROs) and
making laws which suited them.
The government is also in contact with
the Swiss government over the wealth,
stashed in Switzerland by a large number
of Pakistanis, especially politicians. The
Pakistan government is in contact with the
Swiss government for the ratification of a
treaty for exchange of information, so that
accurate information about properties of
Pakistanis could be received. The ratification of the Swiss treaty for the exchange of
information, which would give Pakistan information about bank accounts of Pakistanis, was supposed to have been completed
by 2013-14, but it had been intentionally delayed by former Finance Minister Ishaq Dar. If the Swiss authorities were reluctant to provide the information, the government could seek it from Germany which had already
collected information about properties of Pakistanis and other countries in
Switzerland. India has already obtained information from Swiss authorities.
Pakistan has also invited other countries, including the UAE, the UK, China
and the United States, to revisit bilateral treaties on exchange of information about bank accounts and assets.
The government has also finalised amendments to the laws for
strengthening the institutional framework and a punitive regime to contain
illegal outflow of money from the country and fulfil international obligations
on terror financing. The amendments aim at enhancing the role of the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
in checking hundi, hawala and other ways of illegal transfer of money as
well as tax evasions. The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has also decided to issue assessment orders to Pakistanis who have assets abroad
and who have not responded to its notices. In the first phase, assessment
orders were issued to Pakistanis in the UK and over 300 Pakistanis with
properties in the UAE, in the second phase. The FBR will start action
against those who fail to respond to the notices. Their bank accounts and
assets in Pakistan will be frozen and the amount mentioned in the assessment order would be recovered and submitted to the national exchequer.
If the dues are not still cleared, their assets will be auctioned to recover
the amount. Over 75 persons, including industrialists and businessmen,
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have been issued final notices. Besides,
large industrial and business organisations
are being monitored. Initial preparations
have been made to acquire details of account holders from all private financial organisations through the State Bank of
Pakistan.
The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
has also sought details from more than 200
businesspeople about the transfer of
money abroad. Prominent businessmen
have made millions of rupee investment in
Dubai and other countries in recent years,
and upon information of the financial monitoring unit (FMU), notices have been sent
to them. Thousands of Pakistanis own
property in Dubai and the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) shared a list
of 300 people recently with the FIA. The business people want to save
themselves under the disguise of the amnesty scheme, announced by the
previous government in its last days. They also met with high-ups of the
government and raised the issue of notices. The business people, who
had declared their properties under the amnesty scheme, have also received letters from government agencies, asking them to submit details of
their property, which, they say, is against the policy of the scheme.
According to sources, at least three owners of big media houses of
Pakistan have also been issued notices for tax evasion and money laundering. They have set up businesses and own properties in the UAE
and the UK. They face at least four years in jail if they failed to satisfy
the authorities concerned. In revenge, they have intensified their propaganda against the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan and his
ministers. However, it is not clear whether the list also includes the
names of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his sons, who according to the British media, own more than 22 properties in London in the
name of offshore companies and trusts. Rumours are rife that he would
be allowed to proceed abroad in the name of treatment and he would
not return for at least 11 years under an agreement. It is said the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government has also consented to his exile,
because it was uncomfortable with him being in the country, even in jail.
If it happens, it will malign the image of the government and courts and
ridicule the process of accountability.
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Economics

Perils of inaction
Shahid Hussain

Pakistan has held talks with officials of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), China and Saudi Arabia but nothing concrete has emerged to ease
its economic crisis, which poses political trade-offs between supporting
economic growth, protecting domestic consumers and meeting external
obligations.
Pakistan’s Finance Minister Asad Umar says the economy is on a ventilator, undergoing heart “bypass surgery” as the government is trying to
improve its condition to provide relief to the public. However, it appears
the government had not completed its homework to revive the economy
before coming to power two months ago. It anticipated a bailout from
China, Saudi Arabia and the IMF. Talks were held, hopes were raised but
there was no word what Pakistan wanted and what was promised or denied. After a series of meetings with the IMF, the government said it had
no intention of asking for new loans from it at all. It appears the government
is not in hurry for an economic turnaround and it is acting upon a wait-andsee policy. However, the young, educated and poor cannot wait for long
because their suffering has increased after economic stagnation. The minibudget has skyrocketed prices of all essentials and the government cannot
afford to continue its policy of inaction for long. After another spectacular
volt face, Imran’s government has resorted to the IMF, bowl in hand.
Pakistan’s national debt has soared past US$92 billion and its servicing
costs are projected to reach 30pc of the federal budget. Experts say an
IMF bailout package remains the only viable option for Pakistan to arrest
macroeconomic deterioration and restore the shattering confidence of the
markets. On its part, the IMF also reached a conclusion that it was the last
viable option for Pakistan, as the Pakistani authorities could not share a
concrete plan to ensure smooth flow of dollars to meet international debt
obligations. Experts say the government is still hopeful that Saudi Arabia
and China will temporary bailout Pakistan but recent developments in connection with the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) have made
both Beijing and Riyadh uncomfortable.
Pakistan first announced that Saudi Arabia would be the third partner
to the CPEC, but later denied it. Experts say the new government has
taken two decisions which have cast the CPEC as a bargaining chip in
Pakistan’s complicated relationships with other key partners. First, it suddenly reduced the potential value of the CPEC programme to US$50 billion
by 2030, down from US$62 billion. It also decided to starve the western
overland route from Xinjiang to the Chinese-operated Arabian Sea port of
Gwadar of funding. Pakistan is also considering slashing its planned
spending on a CPEC project to rehabilitate its horribly outdated national
railways network. Priced at about US$8 billion, it would constitute the single largest project of the enormous programme. The drastic measures are
part of Prime Minister Imran Khan’s urgent response to an unsustainable
current account deficit, which is currently at a record level, and severely
depleted foreign exchange reserves. It is said Pakistan’s decision to invite
Saudi Arabia to develop a massive refinery complex at Gwadar created
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an impression in China that the CPEC is being manipulated to serve others. Riyadh must be salivating at the prospect of setting up a strategic oil
reserve 120km from Pakistan’s border with Iran. Tehran, on the other hand,
would not be happy at the attempt to undermine its economy.
Pakistan will have to look for an IMF package if it fails to woo Saudi
and Chinese investment. However, the IMF has set harsh conditions for
it. It wants Pakistan to adopt a free float exchange rate regime rather than
the existing managed exchange rate. Under the managed exchange rate
regime, the State Bank of Pakistan is still pumping its already sacred foreign exchange reserves in the market. It is also one of the reasons behind
a $627million reduction in the reserves in a week that ended on September
28, reducing the gross official reserves to just $8.4 billion. The IMF projected a fair value of the rupee above Rs145 to a dollar as against the current rate of Rs125 to a dollar. Another condition of the IMF is to increase
interest rates by 2.5pc to 4pc. At present, the key interest rate is 8.5pc,
which the IMF wants to see in the range of 11pc to 12.5pc to contain inflation and narrow down the current account deficit. It also called for further
hike in power and gas tariffs.
China’s US$2 billion loan before the elections helped avert the urgency of the situation and gave the PTI government sufficient time to
raise additional resources for its fiscal commitments. Even before taking
office, Finance Minister Asad Umar had suggested that the country
would need $12 billion within six weeks. However, the government has
failed to act promptly and put an extra burden on poor people in the
mini-budget. If the IMF conditions are accepted for a bailout package,
the life of the common man will become more miserable. It is also not a
permanent solution.
The economic situation has cast doubt on the government’s ability to
deliver. The young, educated, and the poor are the mostly likely victims of
the economic stagnation in Pakistan, and they make the largest proportion
of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)’s electoral base. As a priority, Pakistan might focus on restoring a sustainable budget situation. This will require the government to make some painful policy choices about levels of
expenditures as well as the purposes for which funds are allocated. Pakistan will need to cut or reduce funding for projects that fail to reach the
most productive parts of the economy. Currency devaluation has already
fuelled inflation in the country. The situation must change now.
The government must take urgent and concrete measures to put the
country on the path to economic revival. Its efforts are limited to inconclusive talks only. It needs to introduce reforms to every sector. Besides austerity measures, it needs to focus on wealth generation. Import and export
policies should be revised in close consultation with stakeholders. The new
government has completed just about two months. It was expected to take
measures, even if harsh. But it has been waiting for some miracle to happen, instead of taking practical measures. It must change its policy of inaction as people will not tolerate it for long.
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NAB

A milestone in war
Raza Khan

The arrest of the opposition leader in the National Assembly and former
three time chief minister of the Punjab province, Mian Shahbaz Sharif, in
a corruption case by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) on October
5, is a milestone in the country with regard to the war against corruption.
The arrest of Shahbaz Sharif in the Ashiana Housing Scheme and Saaf
Paani Scheme cases was made after Fawad Hassan Fawad, former principal secretary to Prime Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif, elder brother of Shahbaz Sharif, become an approver in the cases. According to Fawad Hassan
Fawad he issued all instructions including termination of work contracts
under direct orders of Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif. After Fawad has become an approver against Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif in the NAB reference, it would be extremely difficult for the latter to save his skin. If,
despite such strong evidence, NAB and, subsequently, in the superior
courts, Shahbaz Sharif is given a clean chit than it would be extremely unfortunate.
It is important to note that NAB which was formed during the rule of
military dictator, General Pervez Musharraf, has been under a lot of criticism from various quarters for its general failure to recover a decent portion
of looted national wealth. Various aspects and reasons for the failure of
NAB include weak laws, specifically plea-bargaining, political interference,
corruption within its top echelons and inexperienced and noncommittal
functionaries. Thus, taking the corruption case against Shahbaz Sharif to
its logical conclusion means recovery of the looted and misappropriated
money and sentencing him as prescribed by the NAB law. In case NAB
fails to fulfill its obligation in this regard, its fate would be sealed and efforts
in the country to control financial corruption would vanish into thin air. Now
NAB under former Supreme Court judge Justice (R) Javed Iqbal has to
make a final decision whether the body would continue to exist or die an
ignominious death. One believes that at least under Justice Iqbal there is
a realization within NAB that the body has a national duty which it has so
far failed to fulfill and therefore, there is a lot of room of improvement. The
arrest of Shahbaz Sharif and Fawad Hassan Fawad becoming an approver in this regard are big achievements of NAB and therefore, it must
be supported.
Unfortunately, within a section of the media in Pakistan, and politicians,
particularly those belonging to the party of Shahbaz Sharif, the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), efforts were being made to bring NAB
into disrepute. Moreover, PML-N and its leadership, facing numerous corruption cases initiated by NAB during the last five years when the party
had its government or earlier during the rule of Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP), have started to build a new narrative as a defence-mechanism. The
PML-N leadership has started dubbing the arrest of Mian Shahbaz Sharif
as a case of political victimization by the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf.
This is despite the fact that the above-mentioned cases were filed against
Shahbaz Sharif by NAB during his own party government. It is important
to note that during the last three years when NAB started taking up cases
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against the Sharif brothers and PML-N leaders, even during their own government, former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and former Chief Minister
Punjab Shahbaz Sharif had held press conferences and had condemned
NAB and even threatened the body with dire consequences. However,
today, when NAB has arrested Shahbaz Sharif, the ruling PTI is held responsible for it. It means that the PML-N does not have any logical argument in its defence to show as evidence in the accountability courts. This
means that in the coming days and weeks the PML-N would take to task
the federal and the Punjab governments, particularly in the National Assembly and the Punjab legislature. Although the PML-N leader, Hamza
Shahbaz, who is also the son of Shahbaz Sharif and currently is leader of
the opposition in the Punjab assembly, has threatened the government
that the PML-N along with other options would also resort to street power.
However, for a party with weak street power like the PML-N, it would be
very difficult to organize huge sit-ins as the PTI staged during the last government of the PML-N.
Having said this, there is no doubt that NAB’s very bold but totally legal
action against the PML-N leader, Shahbaz Sharif, has been made due to
the body’s newly-found support from the PTI government, the first in the
history of Pakistan. As most of the NAB cases about politicians have been
regarding politicians from the two key ruling parties, PML-N and the PPP,
these parties resisted the accountability body’s efforts to bring their leaders
to justice. However, the PTI does not have any long list of leaders involved
in NAB cases therefore, its government is least afraid of throwing its support behind it to take forward key corruption cases. The PML-N and the
PPP leaders are therefore gravely perturbed by the situation. Therefore, it
is no surprise that both the parties have announced that they would jointly
contest the upcoming by-elections notwithstanding that both have to pay
a huge political price for doing so. But both do not have any other option.
After the arrest of Shahbaz Sharif, PPP co-chairman, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, reacted that the nabbing would send a very negative message
across the world. This is a strange statement in the context of conditions
prevailing in Pakistan today. Because Pakistan has already become a
laughing stock due to the endemic financial corruption in which key figures
of successive governments have been involved. Thus, unlike what Bilawal
believes, the arrest of Shahbaz Sharif would send a very positive message
across world capitals as an impression would be put across that even the
high and mighty are subject to the law in Pakistan.
NAB, by arresting Shahbaz Sharif, has set a new precedent in the history of Pakistan in the context of war against financial corruption involving
the high and mighty. One sees this trend becoming stronger in the coming
days and weeks. It is also important to note that there was a general perception that NAB did not take action against the corrupt in the largest
province, the Punjab. However, with the arrest of Shahbaz, this impression
would be dispelled as he is not only a strong political figure of the province
but remained the longest serving chief minister of the Punjab.

13

FATA

Exigent need for
local government
Raza Khan

While the process of integration of the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) into the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province finalized in May
last, is far from complete and military operations like Zarb-e-Azb and Raadul-Fasad have become somewhat slow after achieving their strategic objectives, renewed terrorist attacks in the tribal belt have raised alarm bells once
again.
On October 2, seven terrorists were killed by Pakistan security forces in
North Waziristan when they attacked a Pakistani security post. Terrorists, according to Pakistan security officials, had launched the attack from adjoining
Afghanistan. An increase in terrorist attacks could be seen in former FATA in
recent months which is not a good omen for peace in the region. In September
alone, nine terrorists were killed but unfortunately, seven security forces personnel also lost their lives in different attacks in North Waziristan (NW).
The new terrorist attacks in FATA, particularly in NW speak volumes for
the importance of establishing normal governing institutions at the earliest, as
well as securing the international border between Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Insofar as the establishment of the normal governing institutions is concerned,
they are, indeed, important. In the last approximately 14 years, the unprecedented terrorism unleashed by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and its
foreign affiliates like Al Qaeda, which emerged in the tribal belt of Pakistan,
totally destroyed the region economically, politically, administratively and even
psychologically. Whatever minuscule state apparatus was extant in FATA was
attenuated due to terrorism. But after the successful military operations against
the local and international terrorist groups in FATA, the region was somewhat
stablized but far from normal. Although the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz’s
(PML-N) last federal government, along with all leading political parties, the
PPP and presently ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), together changed
the constitution to merge the erstwhile FATA with KP, this has been a controversial step.
Nevertheless, whatever happened is now history and, therefore, the tribal
belt would now be subsumed into KP, but there are numerous challenges to
it. This is evident from the fact that the government, when it realized the problems of integration and the vacuum which emerged after the FATA merger
with KP and the discontinuation of all the existing regulations in the region and
impediments in enforcing the laws of KP in FATA, enacted the FATA Interim
Regulatory Framework. The interim arrangement has replaced the Frontier
Crimes Regulation (FCR). At present, FATA is being governed through this
provisional legal order.
Now, the far more important question regarding FATA is not its integration,
but putting in place normal and self-sustaining governing structures there. In
this regard, the most important is the holding of local government elections in
FATA and also elections for 16 provincial assembly seats which would likely
take place in March next year. The local government elections in FATA were
promised by the previous PML-N government to be held by October this year.
The present PTI government is fully committed to the promise, but certain
snags have hit the plan.
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Prime Minister Imran Khan has now decided to come up with a uniform
local government system in the country. Moreover, he has also directed quarters concerned that local government elections in KP and FATA should be
held at once. While PM Khan desires to have a uniform local government system in entire Pakistan, it may require constitutional changes, as presently
every province is empowered to have a local government system of its liking.
However, making constitutional amendments to bring a uniform LG system is
not possible for the PTI’s weak federal government. Against this backdrop,
holding municipal elections in FATA in the immediate future is not possible,
although the region direly needs it. Therefore, the PTI government and PM
Khan have to come up with a prompt solution as FATA exigently need local
government councils, perhaps more so than any other area of Pakistan. There
are various reasons for that.
Al Qaeda and other international so-called Jihadist organizations and individuals find an extremely conducive environment in FATA to make the region
their base for regional insurgency and international terrorism in the name of
Islam. All these negative developments in FATA have their roots in the longexisting political and legal vacuum in these areas, specifically due to absence
of local government structures. This long existing political and legal vacuum
in FATA was also among other factors due to the non-existence of any form
of self-governing local government institutions there. Due to which the establishment of the state writ in the region remained a far cry; it could not be developed while the provision of fundamental needs of the people could not be
ensured.
As profound social, political and economic changes have occurred over
decades, particularly in the 21st century, the legal and administrative structure
of FATA, which has its roots in colonial times, could not respond to the complex
problems and needs of the growing population. This slowly and gradually
made the existing administrative apparatus redundant which eroded whatever
little state writ had obtained in FATA. Every kind of negative trend pervaded
and thrived in the region. Local, national and international terrorists and militant
groups took full advantage of the situation and cultivated their bases in the region. Criminal gangs like kidnappers and extortionists also use the territory
for their activities. There has been little, if any, realization within Pakistan’s policymaking institutions regarding formulation of a new administrative system
for the region. There was no serious effort to introduce a local government or
municipal councils system in FATA to provide a rudimentary modern system
of administration. According to Mohsin Saleem, former interior secretary of
Pakistan: “After independence we generally, failed to manage the area in the
tradition successfully set-up by the British. This appears, mainly, to have been
caused by lack of dedication, objectivity, integrity and petty-minded micromanagement despite some honourable exceptions.”
So FATA needs a local government system at the earliest and if the government fails to establish such structures there, the people’s lives in the region
would become increasingly difficult and the state writ which has been restored
in FATA with so many sacrifices would become meaningless.
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Economics

PTI: From big
spending to
austerity drive
Muhammad Jahangir

The biggest challenge to the new government is the debt crisis. With debt
levels unacceptably high, the government is being forced to make dramatic cuts to make payments and avoid defaults. These acts of deficit
cutting, reduced spending, and slashed public services are collectively
called austerity measures.
Austerity is a must in the given economic situation. The previous PMLN government was profligate to the point of criminality. So, the PTI government is faced with the onerous task of setting new limits to government
expenditure. The first step towards austerity is to cut down on the prime
minister’s staff and the use of dozens of bulletproof vehicles. The move
to abolish discretionary funds for politicians and bureaucrats will also certainly ease the burden on the national exchequer. In Pakistan, top government officials, ministers, bureaucrats and generals are known for their
lavish lifestyles. They callously and ruthlessly use official vehicles for their
children’s school run or shopping trips for their wives, they take unnecessary foreign trips, have huge travelling allowances, throw lavish parties
and live in extravagant houses.
The government must implement a ban on five-star venues for government meetings; foreign locations for conferences, exhibitions and seminars; and executive class airline tickets for officials immediately. This
would be a great step for creating a better image in the public perception
by saving tax money. For austerity, PM Imran Khan is on the right track in
turning massive buildings used by governors, chief ministers, ministers,
bureaucrats and generals to either educational institutions or for any other
service which generates revenue for the state.
Austerity works if it is applied before it is too late. If the interest payments on government debt are already crippling the economy then a default might be unavoidable. The consequences of this are that the
government will not be able to afford the expenditures of government officials on non-productive activities. Planned austerity to restore financial
balance will avert this outcome.
In the short-term, generous public spending funded by large government deficits will stimulate economic activity and alleviate the hardship
caused by recession. But in the longer term, habitual deficit spending will
weaken the nation’s finances, leading to a loss of confidence in creditors
and higher interest rates on national debt; moreover, it will place an unacceptable burden on our future generations. The endgame is sovereign
default and eventually completely withdrawing from credit. Hence the government effectively becomes bankrupt. The aim of austerity is to avoid
conditions which lead to sovereign defaults. It paves the way for sustain-
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able economic progress by seeking to increase confidence in the government of Pakistan and its finances. It sends a message to investors and
lenders that the economy in question in not founded on an indefinite strategy of “buy now, pay later” and that there is a viable long-term plan.
Implementing austerity measures can benefit Pakistan, and also its
currency, in several ways. The merits of austerity are even more striking
during a debt crisis, as a nation can help push interest rates lower by getting its fiscal house in order and alleviating concerns regarding defaults
on existing debts. Reducing interest rates generally helps support economic growth. More specifically, it facilitates both investment and consumption in sectors that respond to significant changes in these borrowing
costs. In addition, keeping budget deficits modest can help create the perception of stability, which in turn can produce Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI).
There are some other aspects of austerity which are important to discuss. The public may in principle accept the need to deal with the high
costs of governance, but it will remain apprehensive about its impact on
public services and doubtful about the wisdom of moving so fast. If austerity becomes the slogan, then several government agencies that duplicate responsibilities and those that are simply cost centers may have to
face disintegration or mergers. And this goes strictly against the new administration’s plans to create jobs.
The Pakistani government is facing huge pressures on its finances
due to economic mismanagement. Austerity brings around a fundamental
change in economies. Over-investment and over-consumption will become under-investment and under-consumption. Once interest rates are
sufficiently low for investment and consumption to take place, there will
be an uptick in demand, leading to strong economic growth. Rupees don’t
fall from the heaven; they have to be earned here on earth. Indebted
countries like Pakistan can only grow out of their debt troubles through
strong economic growth; austerity measures alone cannot work. It is imperative to engage in deep structural reform to spur growth as this is the
right time for the government to put the brakes on big spending.
Belts need to be tightened. The masses will be furious at the mess the
country is in, and will blame not only the past regimes for their failures,
but the present one for its inabilities as well. Indebted countries like Pakistan can only grow out of their debt troubles through strong economic
growth; austerity measures alone cannot work. It is imperative to engage
in deep structural reform to spur growth as this is the right time for the
government to put the brakes on big spending.
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Economics

Revised budget
2018-19: A non-starter
Muhammad Jahangir

The revised Federal Budget for 2018-19 has come as a great disappointment. Some experts have described it as a non-starter, showing a lack of
vision and understanding of the dynamics underlying the current economic situation.
First of all, the revised document does not explain the government’s
intentions on the structural reforms that it plans to initiate and to this end
the policy direction and actions it expects to take to remodel the economic
landscape to steer the economy onto a higher sustainable growth path. It
has also not spelt out the tools it hopes to employ to significantly improve
financial discipline and economic management. No measures have been
to broaden the tax base and mobilize new resources.
More importantly, it has not shared its strategy to address the shortand long-term challenges facing the urgent and most vulnerable element
of the economy_ the massive balance of payments deficit whose gross
financing requirement could touch US$30 billion this year.
The PSDP at the Federal level has been slashed by over 28%, from
Rs800 billion to Rs575 billion. The Constitution required that the revised
PSDP for 2018-19 be presented to the National Economic Council,
chaired by the prime minister, with representation of the provincial governments.Given the cut in the PSDP, the revised document, Public Sector
Development Program, 2018-19, should have been made available, but
this requirement has not been fulfilled.
The preamble to the Budget generally sets out the macroeconomic
targets which government policies, including the fiscal policy, will aim to
achieve in the financial year. The budget strategy has to be consistent
with the achievement of these targets. The original Budget presented by
the PML (N) government for 2018-19 had set the following targets: 6.2%
for GDP growth, 6% for rate of inflation, 13.8% for the tax-to-GDP ratio,
4.9% of the GDP for the budget deficit, 63.2% of the GDP for the net Public Debt and foreign exchange reserves at $15 billion. The present government has already revised one target relating to the budget deficit from
4.9% to 5.1% of the GDP. No statement has been made by the finance
Minister about the other Key macroeconomic targets for 2018-2019.
The FBR revenue target for 2018-19 has been set at Rs4,398 billion.
It is lower than the original target by Rs37 billion, despite taxation proposals in the Revised Budget which are expected to yield Rs183 billion
over the year. Now even after inclusion of revenues from taxation proposals of Rs183 billion the FBR tax-to-GDP ratio is expected to rise by
only 0.2% of the GDP.The normal practice is for the FBR to prepare a
statement of the revenues expected or foregone from each taxation
proposal or relief, in comparison to the tax structure in 2017-18. This
should be done for major proposals like the big reduction of income tax
rates on annual incomes above Rs0.4 million, rise of the excise duty
on cigarettes and large cars and enhancement of the advance tax on
banking transactions.
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On an annualized basis, the expected additional revenue from the
FBR is Rs244 billion, with half from unspecified improvements in tax administration. There is the substantial risk that this target will not be
achieved especially due the loss of revenues of over Rs80 billion in personal income tax from the level in 2017-18, reduction of import duty on
intermediate inputs for exports, reduction in sales tax from 17% to 12%
on LNG imported by the gas companies and exemption of a number of
medical items from sales tax.
The hope that administrative efforts and and triangulation techniques
will help increase tax revenues by roughly Rs90 billion is misplaced since
it runs contrary to experience. Revenues from administrative improvements have always remained elusive. The weakness in this expectation
is manifest in the growing reliance on revenues from “non-filers” (a legal
category which in other jurisdictions would be classified as tax evaders).
It is also intriguing that the FBR does not vigorously go after the non-filers
although the tax deducted and deposited by the withholding agents enables identification and possible location.
Obviously, the government was under pressure from motor vehicle assemblers and real estate agents and developers to undo the decision of
the previous government to prevent non-taxpayers from acquiring motor
cars and property worth more Rs5 million. Even if we were to accept the
argument that the earlier proposal was not in line with Article 23 of the
Constitution, one could have got around this apparent breach and contravention by substantially raising the rate for non-filers, in keeping with
the over-riding objective of documentation of the economy.
Overall, there was need for more progressive and innovative taxation
proposals, especially to broaden the tax base. The budget is effectively a
“tax free budget” as the net revenue from taxation proposals is near zero
after allowance is made for revenue foregone due to the tax concessions.
It is, indeed, unfortunate that at a time when there is need to contain the
fiscal deficit, a budget with weak revenue generating proposals has been
presented. It appears unlikely that even the modest FBR revenue target
will be met, given the concessions. Federal non-tax revenues plummeted
by 30% in 2017-18. The original Budget anticipated an increase in these
revenues of Rs141 billion in 2018-19, equivalent to a growth rate of
22.3%. Now the Revised Budget proposes to increase this even further
by another Rs121 billion, implying a growth rate of as high as 41.5%.
Where will this phenomenal growth in non-tax revenues come from?
Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs) are having problems in meeting
their mark-up payment obligations on loans from the federal government.
We are left with only one possibility, that is, of large receipts from privatization and sale of government assets. The budget statement does not
propose enhancing the petroleum levy. This is the right policy in the face
of high international oil prices. Nevertheless, other taxes, besides the petroleum levy, are still expected to show an increase of Rs98 billion.
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Strategy

Culmination of the
London Plan
Dr. Qaisar Rashid

The authenticity of what was known in the past has been confirmed now:
the London plan was a reality. On 28 September, 2018, a leader of the
Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PAT) Khurram Nawaz Gandapur revealed on
a TV talk show hosted by Moeed Pirzada that, in the first week of June
2014, the plan was hatched in London to launch a street agitation against
the then sitting elected government of Mian Nawaz Sharif. Gandapur revealed that, Allama Tahir-ul Qadri reached London and to call on him
Imran Khan, Chairman Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI), and Chaudhry Pervez Elahi and Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain of the Pakistan Muslims
League-Q (PML-Q) reached London from Pakistan.
In the consequent meeting, it was agreed that the ruse of alleged rigging of general elections of 2013 would be used and the venue would
be Islamabad, where Dr. Qadri had already staged a four days’ sit-in in
January 2013. Reportedly, there had taken place rounds of meetings discussing multiple ways, and there were more people than the four leaders.
Zulfi Bukhari was also a part of these meetings.
Back home, in his talk show, anchorperson Hamid Mir revealed that
the real target of the London plan was to help General Pervez Musharraf
escape the clutches of Article 6. A street agitation would be launched to
weaken the then sitting government and an effort would be made to
weaken the government’s moral authority. The PAT wanted to launch its
part of the agitation as a revolution to replace the whole system with a
new system. Somehow, the then sitting government got a whiff of the
plan and, consequently, on 17 June, 2014, the Punjab police conducted
a crackdown on the PAT workers at the party’s headquarters (called the
Model Town massacre) in Lahore taking the lives of a dozen of PAT workers.
The whole development was in the background that, on 31 March,
2014, General (retired) Pervez Musharraf was indicted for high treason
by a special court for abrogating the Constitution of Pakistan on 3 November, 2007. Nevertheless, political commentators were surprised at
the conjoining of the PAT and PTI which otherwise shared nothing in
common. The PAT was not a political party; however, the PTI offered the
PAT a political cover.
In July, in Lahore, both Khan and Dr. Qadri reiterated their resolve to
launch a synchronized march towards Islamabad. There were certain
background contacts including Sheikh Rashid of the Awami Muslim
League (AML). On 14 August, 2014, the Azadi (independence) march
towards Islamabad began. In Gujranwala, on their way to Islamabad
(from Lahore), from atop the truck, Rashid pleaded publicly to the army
to intervene. In Islamabad, Khan repeatedly referred to the “third umpire”
to raise its finger in the favour of the PAT-PTI duo. The then sitting government leaked certain reports revealing the tapped recordings of the
telephone calls of the then DG ISI chief Lt. General Zaheer ul Islam giving instructions to the agitators on how to act. There were also reports
that the former DG ISI Lt. General (retired) Shuja Pasha was also active
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in meetings with the PTI leaders. Nevertheless, the major strategy of the
plan was to stop the sitting government from performing its day-to-day
functions.
On August 30, to the street agitation, the Islamabad police responded
coercively. On 31 August, 2014, a corps commander’s conference was
convened in a hurry at the conclusion of which the Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) issued a press release asking the then sitting government to be lenient towards the agitators. On 1 September, 2014, while
hearing the plea against the extra-constitutional act, the bench of the
Supreme Court asked advocate Hamid Khan to apprise the court “what
kind of suo motu should be taken” to resolve the crisis after the full court
could become the “final mediator”. This was the time when a veteran
politician Javed Hashmi (who was the president of the PTI) became sure
of the beginning of the end of the then sitting government. Consequently,
in the evening of the same day (September 1), Hashmi conducted a
press conference in front of the parliament and said that there was a
nexus between the army and the higher judiciary to introduce a judicial
martial law in Pakistan. Hashmi also said that the PAT-PTI movement
was a “hijacked movement” by “non-democratic forces” who wanted to
meet their own objective. Interestingly, in response to his widely reported
press conference, neither did the ISPR issue any denial statement nor
the Supreme Court took any suo motu notice. Hashmi denigrated both
the higher judiciary and the army, which are still struggling to exonerate
their names from political maneuvering.
Hashmi’s press conference alerted all the parties concerned. The parliament was in session (to forestall any judicial martial law) and became
grateful to Hashmi for uttering the words for its life and legitimacy. In the
wake of Hashmi’s press conference, leaders of both PTI and PAT refrained from mentioning the “third umpire” publicly, whereas leaders of
the PML-Q issued statements against the army. The main players of the
London plan became defensive and tried to prove their disassociation
from both the higher judiciary and the army even by condemning these
institutions publicly.
Though the Peshawar school massacre on 16 December, 2014,
forced the PTI to end its agitation, the London Plan became successful
in weakening the then sitting government and consequently getting General (retired) Musharraf released from the clutches of the judiciary on 18
March, 2016. Nevertheless, whatever premonition Hashmi uttered in his
press conference (on September 1) proved true later on, though under
a different context called the Panama leaks.
From the academic perspective, the whole episode is a case study,
which reveals the way politicians make compromises on democratic principles and get ready to play in the hands of non-democratic forces just
for the sake of getting their share in power. Secondly, the whole episode
also indicates that the dream of seeing democracy in full swing in Pakistan still stands frustrated.
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Education

High hopes,
loud promises!
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Maulvi Tajuddin Muhammad Khan is a staunch supporter and voter of
Prime Minister Imran Khan in the NA-95 constituency (Mianwali-I). He lives
in Dhup Sari village near Moochh Town, 30 kilometres away from Mianwali
on the left bank of the Indus River, and serves as the imam masjid (prayer
leader) in an adjoining village. His youngest son is studying in class 3 at
the government Primary Boys School in his village.
There is only one teacher in the school, who also serves as headmaster, to cater to the needs of all the classes. Total number of students in all
six classes – katchi (pre-one) plus five regular classes, one to five, is 82,
currently. Rehmatullah Khan not only acts as the headmaster of the school
but also gives lessons to all six classes, at the same time. How? It’s anybody’s guess.
However, Maulvi Tajuddin is still hopeful his son would not only pass
the primary school but also become a pilot one day. He himself only got
madrasa education, but he wants his third and youngest son to pass his
matriculation examination in good grades and then become a fighter pilot
in the Pakistan air force.
Earlier, he also had high hopes for his two elder sons, but they could
not go beyond primary classes. However, he has no complaints against
them, now. “What could they have done without competent teachers?,” he
asks.
But now everything would become fine. Prime Minister Imran Khan will
set the entire education system on the right path, Tajuddin believes.
“Haven’t you seen how he talks of Riasat-e-Madina (state of Madina) and
stresses importance of education, citing the Quranic verses and Sunnat
of Holy Prophet,” the Maulvi refers to speeches of the premier.
Imran Khan’s maiden speech as the 22nd prime minister of Pakistan
specifically stressed the importance of education and the need for addressing the neglected sector. He cited the example of Holy Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) how he laid stress on the importance of education. Following the
Muslim victory over Makkah’s non-believers in the Battle of Badr, the
Prophet (PBUH) decreed that any prisoner of war, who would educate 10
Muslims, would be set free.
The premier admitted that there were over 22.5 million children out of
school in Pakistan today, a fact he mentioned four different times during
his talk. He said a majority of Pakistani children were enrolled in public
schools, where education standards were highly unsatisfactory. He promised to improve education standards at government schools.
Maulvi Tajuddin believes Imran Khan would not only send more teachers to the Dhup Sari primary school where his son is studying, but also
provide all other facilities including clean drinking water, furniture and toilets for the children. He wished the prime minister orders for constructing
a new school building as the current one is in a dilapidated condition.
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Dr. Irshad Ahmad Farrukh, secretary at the National Accreditation
Council for Teacher Education
(NACTE), believes that the quality of education can be measured
with the help of key indicators
such as pupil-teacher ratio, pupilclassroom ratio and the availability of physical facilities. Talking to
Cutting Edge at his office in Lahore, he says that there are several deficiencies in these three
sectors as currently the average
teacher-student ratio in the country is 1:37
However, Headmaster Rehmatullah Khan is worried at the situation.
He tells Cutting Edge that most primary and middle schools in the area
are facing the same problems. Despite his repeated requests to the highups to solve the school’s problems, there has been no response yet.
Relating the story of his school during the past few years, he says that
in 2017, the then provincial government shifted 152 state-run schools in
the district to the jurisdiction of the Punjab Education Foundation, including
his school. The move was challenged in the Lahore High Court and many
of the schools were moved back to the district education department.
Then the school had 185 students and more than three teachers. But
suddenly all teachers, except for him, were transferred without any reason.
Resultantly, parents stopped sending their children to the school. The education department has even stopped the non-salary budget to the school
since the last nine months, and the funds worth Rs. 1,000 per student
being paid in four instalments annually was also stopped. That’s why he
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could not get the hand-pump repaired to provide drinking water to students, refurbish furniture or meet other emergency needs of the school.
However, the issues facing Headmaster Rehmatullah Khan’s school
are not peculiar to it. Around half of all government primary schools in
Sindh and Balochistan and 29% in Pakistan on a whole have only one
teacher each.
According to Pakistan Education Atlas 2016, the latest available official
data, currently 36,408 primary schools in the country are being run by only
one teacher. The total number of primary schools in the country is 124,070.
Balochistan tops the list with 54% single-teacher schools, followed by
Sindh with 47%, KP 19% and Punjab 15%. In Gilgit-Baltistan, which has
797 primary schools, 281 of them (35%) had only one educator each.
Interestingly, the situation in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
was satisfactory where out of 5,114 schools, only 370 (7%) had one
teacher. In Azad Jammu & Kashmir, 7% of the total 4,202 schools had a
single teacher.
Dr. Irshad Ahmad Farrukh, secretary at the National Accreditation
Council for Teacher Education (NACTE), believes that the quality of education can be measured with the help of key indicators such as pupilteacher ratio, pupil-classroom ratio and the availability of physical facilities.
Talking to Cutting Edge at his office in Lahore, he says that there are several deficiencies in these three sectors as currently the average teacherstudent ratio in the country is 1:37.
There are only few regions in the country where the situation can be
called satisfactory, he says. South Waziristan Agency has the ideal 1:13
teacher-student ratio as it has a total of 20,161 students and 1,532 teachers. But in Bajaur, there is an alarming teacher-student ratio of 1:108. The
area has only 1,275 teachers for 137,148 students.
According to the educationist, Islamabad has 1:19 teacher-student ratio
in the official documents. But on the ground the situation is very different,
as in many schools there are only two to three teachers for over 100 students.
]Dr. Farrukh says that the data is based on the total number of teachers
and students, but the problem is in rationalisation of teachers in schools,
which has been creating problems. Many schools are under-staffed and
many are burdened, he adds.
New Punjab education minister, Dr Murad Raas, says that Prime Minister Imran Khan and all his team members are very clear about the issues
facing the country. Talking to Cutting Edge by telephone, he says he will
implement 100% the vision of Premier Imran Khan for promotion of education in the Punjab province. He acknowledges that teachers are the
backbone of the education system and lack of them in schools was badly
affecting the quality of education.
He says that he has asked all divisional chief executive officers (CEOs)
to highlight three priority issues in the education sector and recommend
solutions for their districts. He says he is getting feedback from all con-
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Imran Khan’s maiden speech as
the 22nd prime minister of Pakistan specifically stressed the importance of education and the
need for addressing the neglected sector. He cited the example of Holy Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) how he laid stress on the
importance of education. Following the Muslim victory over
Makkah’s non-believers in the
Battle of Badr, the Prophet
(PBUH) decreed that any prisoner of war, who would educate
10 Muslims, would be set free
cerned on a war-footing and in the coming months and years, people
would witness a real change in the education field in Punjab.
Dr. Raas promises that special attention will be given to appointing the
required number of teachers to schools and provision of missing facilities.
The minister says he was fully aware of the fact that millions of children
are still out of school, and even those attending classes regularly were not
learning much.
The provincial minister for education agrees with the findings of Alif
Ailaan surveys that even class five students are unable to read Urdu and
English language textbooks of class two and three and solve sums of lower
classes math books. “I know hundreds of schools in the province are single-teacher schools, and students there are getting low-quality or no almost education at all,” admits the minister.
He is also aware of missing facilities in schools and pledges solving all
these problems on priority basis. “People voted for the Pakistan Tehreek-eInsaf to bring change in the archaic system and we are committed to bringing
about a meaningful change in every sphere of life, especially the education
sector, so that the Punjab province, and the country at large, can rapidly
move towards progress and prosperity,” he shares with Cutting Edge.
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NAB

Every rise has a fall
Faheem Amir
It is a universally acknowledged truth that every rise has a fall. The Sharif family,
after enjoying power and plundering the country for around 35 years, is now facing a rapid decline in Pakistan.
Nawaz Sharif, thrice prime minister of Pakistan, has already been convicted
by the apex court in the Panama case verdict. He will not be able to contest the
elections again in his life. He and his daughter Maryam Nawaz are still facing
many cases in the courts. His two sons, Hassan Nawaz and Hussain Nawaz,
are declared absconders by the court. Ishaq Dar, a former federal finance minister and father- in- law of Nawaz Sharif’s daughter, is also an absconder, who
is, along with Hassan Nawaz and Hussain Nawaz, living in the UK. They are not
willing to come back to Pakistan for facing the trials. The accountability court has
already ordered auction of Ishaq Dar’s properties in Pakistan.
Then, Shahbaz Sharif, the PML-N president, the leader of the opposition in
the NA (national assembly) and the former chief minister of Punjab, has been
arrested by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) on corruption charges in
the Ashiana Housing Scheme.
According to a notice sent to the former Punjab chief minister on January 16,
2018, NAB has framed the following allegations against Shahbaz Sharif:
“He [Shahbaz] is accused of ordering the cancellation of award of contract of
Ashiana-i-Iqbal to successful bidder Chaudhry Latif and Sons, and engineering
the award of the contract to Lahore Casa Developers, a proxy group of Paragon
City Private Limited, which resulted in the loss of approximately Rs193 million.
He is also accused of directing the Punjab Land Development Company
(PLDC) to assign the Ashiana-i-Iqbal project to the Lahore Development Authority (LDA), resulting in the award of contract to Lahore Casa Developers, causing
a loss of Rs715m and the ultimate failure of the project.
He is also accused of directing the PLDC to award the consultancy services
of the Ashiana-i-Iqbal project to Engineering Consultancy Services Punjab
(ECSP) for Rs 192m while the actual cost was supposed to be Rs35m as quoted
by Nespak”.
Shahbaz Sharif rejected the accusations in the accountability court by saying,
“I did not do anything illegal. I have always worked for the prosperity of this country. We recovered millions from those who looted [the country] and deposited
[the recoveries] in the national treasury," he added.
But, the court granted 10-day physical remand of Shahbaz Sharif to the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) in the case.
After the arrest of Shahbaz Sharif, the PML-N leaders are severely criticising
the PTI government.
Former Premier Nawaz Sharif has declared Shahbaz's arrest as "not just regrettable, but also ridiculous" and accused the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government of being responsible for "this worse kind of revenge".
Maryam Aurangzeb, former state minister, has also accused the government
of "using" the NAB "to take political revenge".
On the other hand, the PTI government has rejected all the allegations and
criticism by the PML-N.
Addressing the first news conference after coming into power, the PM and
the PTI chief Imran Khan said: “my government is being criticised for political victimisation of opponents, but the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) is an independent institution. If NAB was a subordinate department of my government,
I would have sent at least 50 people to jail by now … more arrests will soon be
made,” he added. Khan said people who are protesting against PML-N president
Shehbaz Sharif’s arrest by NAB in Ashiana Housing scam are, in fact, shouting
to evade their own arrests. “No matter how much they shout in parliament, stage
sit-ins and demonstrations, we will not spare corrupt people … we’ll catch them
one by one and there will be no NRO,” he remarked. "They [opposition] say that
this is victimisation. Let me explain it to you, victimisation occurs when the one
who is in power registers cases which are baseless. These cases were registered
10 months before we came into power," PM Khan pointed out. He said that the
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NAB chairman had declared that the bureau will stop pursuing cases against
politicians in the run-up to the election. "I found that very surprising. I have reservations with the NAB chairman," he said in disappointment.
This press conference clearly shows that Imran Khan is determined to bring
every corrupt person to book.
It is a fact that Nawaz Shairf and Shahbaz Sharif are corrupt politicians who
have looted the people of Pakistan unscrupulously. They have also promoted
corruption in the country by weakening all the institutions of the state, except the
army. They have used the judiciary, the police, the civilian bureaucracy, NAB,
the FIA, the FBR and the SBP, etc., just to protect their own partisan interests.
But, it is also a sad fact that NAB has failed to defend its decision in the Avenfield
apartments case in the Islamabad High Court which has granted bail to Nawaz
Sharif and Maryam Nawaz. After this bail, NAB is facing scathing criticism from
the people of Pakistan.
Shahbaz Sharif's arrest has once again put NAB under the spotlight. In this
case, NAB should investigate the case very professionally, independently and
honestly. NAB can prove its competence by delivering against prominent and
powerful politicians. NAB must demonstrate to the people that all are equal before
the law and investigative agencies have no fear in arresting powerful individuals
who are implicated in corrupt practices.
Politically, Shahbaz’s arrest has proved a blow to the PML-N, as he was not
able to campaign in the run-up to the by-elections held on October 14. After the
arrest of Shahbaz Sharif, the PML-N has also lost its president and the leader of
the opposition in the national assembly.
His arrest has also created fear and frustration among other corrupt people,
including political leaders, civil officers and businessmen. That is why, the PPP’s
Khursheed Shah has already labeled the arrest as an "evidence of the politics
of revenge and distraction from the new government’s 100-day performance
record."
Some experts are of the views that the arrest has been staged to dispel Rana
Mashhood's statements suggesting that a deal has been struck between the establishment and the PML-N. They are of the views that how can a sitting Leader
of the Opposition in the National Assembly be picked up without seeking permission from the Speaker? This is a very valid question which raises serious
concerns regarding due process and sanctity of the law. It shows that NAB has
put itself into another high-profile inquest without preparation. NAB has also not
followed due process and the principles of law. But, now, after securing the custody of Shahbaz Sharif for ten days, NAB has the time for collecting solid information and true facts to make its case strong. If it fails, then the creditability and
impartiality of NAB will be lost again, among the people. The people will start believing that NAB is just a tool in the hands of powerful people who are using it to
protect their own partisan interests.
The PPP and the PML-N governments have already used NAB for achieving
their partisan interests. While, the PTI government in the KP also did little to institutionalise accountability between 2013 and 2018.
But, now, the PTI federal government is fully supporting NAB in its efforts to
go after corrupt people freely. If the PTI allows NAB to investigate its own party
members without any fear, then the people will believe in Imran Khan's Naya
Pakistan. Otherwise, all hopes for a real change and new Pakistan will be shattered. The country will go back to the vendetta politics of the 1990s, which invited
the Musharraf dictatorship. If the PTI government wants to bring about a real
change in Pakistan, it should give a free hand to NAB. NAB should also perform
its duties honestly and professionally. The Chief Justice of Pakistan Saqib Nisar
has already urged NAB to improve its prosecutorial and investigatory systems.
The NAB chairman should pay heed to the words of the chief justice of Pakistan
and try to make the accountability body more professional, effective and efficient.
In fact, Shahbaz Sharif's case is a real test for NAB, the PTI government and
the Sharif family's survival.
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Indian Aggression

India backtracks
on dialogue
M. Fazal Elahi
Yet again, ever-belligerent India has backtracked on its commitment to come to
the deliberations table with Pakistan. Within 24 hours after agreeing to the meeting of the Indian Foreign Minister, Sushma Swaraj and her Pakistani counterpart
Shah Mehmood Qureshi on the sidelines of the 73rd session of the UN General
Assembly (UNGA 73) that opened in New York on September 18, 2018, India,
as usual, took a blatant U-turn.
India’s positive and prompt response to Pakistan Premier Imran Khan’s communication addressed to his Indian counterpart, Premier Narendra Modi, to revive
the long-stalled talks between India and Pakistan was taken on a positive note
not only by Pakistan but also by the U.S. and other civilized nations of the world.
As a matter of fact, the exuberance on Pakistan’s side, as usual, was far greater
than it should have been; not because the Indian response was something special, but because Pakistan, as always, had made the offer for revival of the mired
talks between India and Pakistan in all sincerity.
India’s discreditable U-turn from its earlier stance to recommence negotiations
with Pakistan has cogently exposed its ulterior motives. India, as known to the
world, is not prepared to come to the negotiating table as long as the issue of
Occupied Kashmir, which has been a bone of contention between the two countries since over seven decades, is a part of the agenda set forth by Pakistan for
negotiations with India. Knowing the Indian stance vis-à-vis the issue of Occupied
Kashmir very well, was it sagacious on the part of Pakistan to still make overtures
to India for revival of the stalled talks? Pakistan’s magnanimity has always been
misinterpreted by India as its weakness. Instead of reciprocating with the same
level of warmth and sincerity, India, instead, has always confronted Pakistan, as
it did lately, by calling off the proposed one-on-one meeting between Sushma
Swaraj and Shah Mehmood Qureshi, on the sidelines of the 73rd Session of UN
General Assembly.
The reasons why India backed out from the committed informal summit between Pakistan and India’s foreign ministers are apparently three:-(1) As already
enunciated above, India does not want any discussions whatsoever on the issue
of Occupied Kashmir. (2) Not only the incumbent Indian government but successive governments in India never had the courage to face the wrath of the
strong extremist groups operating in that country.
(3) India’s current internal political circumstances; charges of corruption lately
leveled by different political parties against the incumbent Indian Premier Narendra Modi, in a military deal with France over the 2016 purchase of 36 Rafale
fighter jets worth approximately $8.7 billion.
-2- The Indian Army Chief Bipin Rawat’s highly irresponsible statement, issued
immediately after the announcement of cancellation of dialogue by India, was
extremely reckless. Such a provocative statement emanating from a person belonging to the highest echelon of the Indian army is outrageous, indeed. While
threatening to teach Pakistan a lesson the Indian army chief perhaps became
oblivious to the fact that Pakistan too is a nuclear power, and is fully equipped
and prepared to give a befitting response to India in case of any aggression.
India, therefore, should desist from making such disparaging remarks to cover
up its massive internal political and social predicaments.
Pakistan, India must appreciate, made an offer for resumption of the longstalled bilateral dialogue in good faith. Pakistan has always been sincerely desirous of amicable resolution of all outstanding issues between the two countries,
including the long-pending issue of Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. India,
on the contrary, has been prepared to have a dialogue with Pakistan on all issues
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except the issue of Occupied Kashmir. Pakistan should realize that India will
never be serious about bilateral dialogue with Pakistan as long as Pakistan continues to list Occupied Kashmir in its roster of issues to be discussed between
the two countries in the proposed talks. On the other hand, India too must realize
that a dialogue with India sans the issue of Occupied Kashmir will never be acceptable to Pakistan. This stark reality is what both countries must appreciate
and seriously take into account before contemplating to go to the negotiating
table to hammer out other bilateral issues. Any endeavor, from either side, to go
for a dialogue will, as in the past, prove to be an exercise in futility, until India is
serious in resolving the long-outstanding issue of Indian-Occupied Kashmir (IOK).
The sooner both countries realize this fact the better it would be for them.
Let us now get down to the crux of the whole issue. It is a universally known
fact that poverty in India has today attained alarming dimensions. As reported in
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, despite being one of the fastest-growing
economies in the world, clocked at a growth rate of 7.11% in 2015, and a sizable
consumer economy, poverty continues to be a significant issue in India. The
World Bank reviewed and proposed revisions on May 2014, to its poverty calculation methodology and purchasing power parity basis for measuring poverty
worldwide. According to this revised methodology, the world had 872.3 million
people below the new poverty line, of which 179.6 million people lived in India.
This situation may have changed over the past two to three years, but certainly
not appreciably. What does this manifest? This shows that those at the helm of
governance in India are focusing less on improving the lives of the people, and
unnecessarily burning their energies on pursuing India’s hegemonic aspirations
in the region.
-3- So far as the issue of poverty is concerned, Pakistan and other countries of
the region too don’t lag far behind in this realm. As reported by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), in Pakistan, 29.5% of the population lived below the national
poverty line in 2013. ADB reports that in Bangladesh the population living below
the national poverty line is 24.3%, in Nepal, 25.2% of the population lived below
the national poverty line in 2010. According to the ADB, the situation in
Afghanistan has been far worse; 39% of the population lived below the poverty
in 2014. This amply signifies that abject poverty affects a significant segment of
the populace on both sides of the divide in particular, and some other countries
of the region in general, persistently live in a miserable state lacking even the
basic necessities of life like food, clothing and shelter. The truth of the matter is
that having access to three square meals a day has become inordinately onerous
for them.
The time has come for the two recognized nuclear powers of the region, India
and Pakistan, to make determined efforts to resolve all outstanding issues, including the unsettled issue of Jammu and Kashmir, with unparalleled sincerity
and a sense of utmost urgency. However, in doing so both sides must ensure
that the talks held are all-encompassing and result-oriented. Not only India, but
the powers-that-be must also clearly understand that war is no solution to problems, and enduring peace and prosperity cannot be brought about to the people
of the subcontinent in particular, and the region in general, unless India and Pakistan come to terms with each other and attempt to resolve all its issues amicably,
like two civilized nations. On the contrary, if India continues to be committed to
intimidating Pakistan with threats of war, it must remember that Pakistan is a nuclear power and possesses the capability to convincingly counter Indian’s aggressive proclivity.
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Pak-Afghan

APAPPS and
cross-border attacks
F. Z. Khan

Ever since the Pakistan Army operations, Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ulFasaad, have gained success and resultantly the terrorists hiding in North
Waziristan and elsewhere have fled to Afghanistan, the TTP has changed
its strategy to target Pakistani forces from across the border. A number of
incidents have taken place so far, which caused damage to not only the
fence erected by Pakistan but also loss to human lives including those of
the security forces. This is the reason the Pakistani forces are observing
the maximum alert and, thus, giving timely response to the terrorists entering Pakistan for conducting terrorist activities. Terrorists frequently use
their bases, sanctuaries and safe havens provided by local warlords in
Afghanistan as a springboard for launching attacks in Pakistan. Pakistan
has time and against lodged protests with Kabul, but President Ashraf
Ghani’s administration has failed to take meaningful action.
Despite having erected a fence and stepped up manning of the border,
the terrorists sneak into Pakistan’s side and conduct terrorist activities. On
October 2, the vigilant Pakistan Army repulsed a fresh cross-border attack
in North Waziristan, killing at least seven terrorists and injuring three others. Last month, in September, at least nine terrorists were killed in an intelligence-driven operation in North Waziristan which also resulted in the
martyrdom of seven servicemen, including an officer.
One June 2, 2018, Pakistan security forces killed six terrorists who
launched raids and physical attacks from the Afghan side of the border to
disrupt border-fencing work in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. The
cross border raids were carried out by terrorists in Bajaur Agency and
Balochistan’s Qamar Din Qarez. In Bajaur, there were at least seven attempted attacks from across the border. Pakistan is in process of building
a fence along the 2,600km long porous border with Afghanistan in order
to consolidate the gains of successful kinetic operations.
On June 14, 2018, the terrorists attacked the security forces in
Shawwal, North Waziristan; the exchange of fire resulted in the martyrdom
of three army soldiers, while five terrorists met their fate. In fact, the terrorists from across the Pakistan-Afghanistan border attempted multiple
physical and fire raids on the Pakistan army posts along the Pak- Afghan
border in Shawwal. Those martyred included Havaldar Iftikhar, resident of
Sargodha, Sepoy Aftab from Chitral and Sepoy Usman resident of Gujrat.
A similar incident occurred on April 7, 2016, at least a dozen militants
were killed while six others were apprehended as security officials repulsed
a cross-border attack on a security check-post in Kurram Agency. According to political authorities and Frontier Constabulary in Parachinar, Kurram
Agency’s headquarters, between 50 and 60 unidentified militants from
across the border attacked a security check-post in Mangora Sar area in
Lower Kurram Agency, but the troops posted at the check-post were alert
and retaliated. In the ensuing exchange of fire, security forces managed
to kill at least 12 militants and injured six others. No security official was
reported to have been injured in the attack. Officials added that the retaliation from security forces caused the remaining militants to retreat towards
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Afghanistan. The injured militants were taken into custody by the troops.
A large cache of arms and ammunition left behind by fleeing terrorists was
also confiscated. The security forces immediately took control of the area
after the attack and tightened security measures.
Militants from across the border launch attacks on check-posts in Kurram Agency from time to time. In February, 15 militants were killed when
security forces repulsed a similar cross-border attack on a check-post in
Shabuk. At least one security official was injured in that attack. On August
11, 2012, nine militants were killed and several others were injured as security forces repulsed a cross-border assault on a checkpost in the Bin
Shahi area of Barawal Valley. Two security personnel were also killed when
they stepped on land mines during the battle, an official said. Dozens of
terrorists from Afghanistan sneaked into Pakistani territory around 2:00
pm and attacked the check-post, in which two personnel identified as Jamil
and Mumtaz were killed when they stepped on a mine while fighting the
attackers. One security official, identified as Mudassir, was injured. The
exchange of fire continued till 6:00 pm in which nine militants were killed
and 13 injured. The attackers took the bodies of their fallen comrades and
injured with them back to Afghanistan. The same week, Pakistan security
forces repulsed a similar attack on a security check post in the area, killing
two militants. In June, 17 security personnel were killed when dozens of
militants from Afghanistan stormed security check posts in the Sunai Darra
and Gulunu Sar areas of Barawal.
These attacks clearly indicate that the Afghan government has failed to
stop such incidents despite having NATO and ESAF assistance, border
management and sophisticated surveillance or monitoring gadgets installed
in their own side of border. Secondly, despite assurances on the part of the
Kabul government, there has been no progress in the talks meant to sort
out issues, including border security, through dialogue. High powered delegations led by high ranking officials, and their talks as part of the new mechanism recently agreed between the two countries, have failed to actuate a
meaningful halt in the cross-border attacks. Thirdly, the absence of the
Afghan government’s writ in its border regions, like in many other areas of
the country, facilitates terrorists in carrying out such attacks. Fourthly, Kabul
is reluctant to dismantle these sanctuaries despite repeated requests from
Islamabad. Instead it blames Pakistan for sheltering the Afghan Taliban.
Pakistan and Afghanistan have already reached an agreement to operationalize the Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan for Peace and Solidarity
(APAPPS), which provides a framework to strengthen mutual trust and
deepen interaction in all spheres of bilateral engagements. It is also a
mechanism for finding solutions to bilateral areas of concern. It is advisable
that both the countries must follow APAPPS in letter and spirit so that the
gains achieved against the common enemy may be consolidated and
peace brought back to the region. Any attempt to disrupt peace efforts will
further prolong the ongoing chaos, and diminish the hope of peace and
tranquility in the region.
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Your View
Jobs for engineers

Kleptomania
A FEW days ago there was uproar in the media over a Pakistani bureau-

THERE are few jobs in the country for fresh engineering gradu-

crat who was caught stealing a Kuwaiti diplomat’s wallet. The incident was

ates. These graduates have been looking for jobs in the Water

appalling and left people across the globe confused — no one could under-

and Power Development Authority, electrical companies and other

stand why the official did what he had done. That man should be ashamed

organisations but no luck. Reliable sources claim that there are

of himself. Not only did he bring a bad name to himself and his family but

more than 200 posts vacant for junior engineers in Wapda but for

also his country. However, his behaviour does not come as a surprise. It

the last couple of years, the water authority has been hiring engi-

could be the root of an underlying issue especially given the fact that men-

neers on a yearly contract. These junior engineers were promised

tal health is not taken seriously in the country. There is a possibility that the

that they would become regularised after a year was completed

man in question might be a kleptomaniac. Kleptomania is the recurrent in-

but no such thing has happened yet. I request Prime Minister

ability to resist the urge to steal items that an individual doesn’t need or has

Imran Khan to regularise these engineers as per the service man-

little value. It is a rare but serious mental health disorder that can cause

ual. Otherwise if Wapda is in no need for fresh engineers then all

emotional distress to an individual and their loved ones. The kleptomaniac

engineering universities should be shut down. It is also advised

cycle starts with an unbearable urge to steal something, not with the inten-

that the period of retirement should be reduced from 25 years to

tion of profit but as an impulsive push. This is followed by extreme anxiety

15 years and all Wapda officers who have completed 15 years of

and fear then replaced with feelings of relief and liberation (once an item

service should retire so there is space for new engineers. By

has been picked up). Later, the individual might throw the item, give it to

doing so, there will be more job opportunities for the youth.

someone else or even return it. Given the bureaucratic lifestyle, the culprit

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan Adowaliya
Rawalpindi

here probably has a lot of money so why would he need to steal a diplomat’s wallet? We need to start taking mental health seriously.

‘Sindh disappointed’

Task force on health

It is strange and unconstitutional to hold meetings in the offices of the
THE federal health ministry has constituted a task force on health on the
Supreme Court’s direction. The inclusion of nursing — a critical, but sadly
much maligned and downtrodden profession — is a belated but extremely
welcome step especially if it results in recognition and appreciation of nursing’s vital role in the healthcare delivery system. Surprisingly, there is no representative from the dental profession although there are considerably many
more teeth, missing or present, than there are fingers and toes combined in

Sindh governor being presided over by the president and prime minister of Pakistan without the Sindh chief minister or any representative
of the Sindh government. In the meeting, controversial questions regarding permanent settlement of people of Burmese, Bengali and
Afghan origins were discussed. It will be in the country’s interest and
people of Sindh if such meetings were organised with proper representation from the Sindh Assembly and the provincial government.

the Pakistan population. I trust this is an oversight and I strongly urge the in-

Dr. Ali Akbar Dhakan

clusion of a proportionate dental complement to the task force. Health be-

Karaci

gins with oral health! The argument that Pakistan is preparing healthcare
professionals for the First World and that we do not have enough doctors
/dentists for our population continues to be given as justification for the
mushrooming of institutes. It does not need rocket science to see that the

Dam fund deduction

majority of graduates, having spent vast fortunes on their education, will in-

I AM a government servant posted in Punjab. An amount of about

evitably gravitate to the major cities rather than to under-served areas or the

3,000 rupees has been deducted from my salary. The provincial gov-

smaller townships. Having determined healthcare worker production needs

ernment did not seek my consent before deducting the amount. I need

the second vector is to institute a much needed standardised Exit/Licencing

to know under which law the government can force me to contribute to

Examination to determine the quality and suitability of produced graduates

the dam fund. I can give my full monthly salary for the fund, if I choose

for local accreditations and which will be the basis for international recogni-

to do so; and if I do not want to donate even a single paisa, no one

tion of medical graduates by the WFME by 2025. Within a short time stan-

can compel me to do that. This is a strange kind of national service

dards of healthcare professional institutions and their graduates will be

where one’s consent is not sought for his/her contribution. I think my

self-evident. Before a new elected PMDC emerges this information should

work for those two days for which my salary has not been paid in the

be available and made part of the health ministry, HEC and PMDC mandate

name of “national service” should be treated as forced labour which is

with the other findings and recommendations of the task force.

prohibited under article 11(2) of the constitution.
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Dr. Mervyn Hosein

A govt. employee

Karachi

Lahore
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Laser mapping shows the surprising
complexity of the Maya civilization

Fiberglass-spinning robots could be
construction workers of the future

Bruce Bower

Maria Temming

A laser-shooting eye in
the sky has revealed the
previously unappreciated size and complexity
of ancient Maya civilization, both before and
during its presumed heyday, scientists say.
Maya people in what’s now northern Guatemala built surprisingly extensive
defensive structures and roads as part of political systems featuring interconnected cities, starting at least several hundred years before the rise of
Classic Maya society, an international team reports in the Science. Classic
Maya sites date to between around 250 and 900. Aerial laser maps of northern Guatemala obtained in 2016 and map-guided ground surveys and excavations in 2017 compel a reevaluation of traditional assumptions about the
ancient Maya, the team concludes.
A long-standing idea that Classic Maya civilization, which covered parts of
southern Mexico and much of Central America, once contained relatively
small city-states ruled by warring kings has drawn increasing skepticism over
the last decade. Laser technology shot down that scenario by gazing through
forests and vegetation at 10 Maya sites — as well as in two areas with signs
of Maya-era activity but no named sites — dating from a couple hundred
years before the start of the Classic period to near its end.
“Every Maya city was bigger and more populated than we previously
thought,” says archaeologist Francisco Estrada-Belli of Tulane University in
New Orleans. Estrada-Belli led the investigation along with archaeologists
Marcello Canuto, also at Tulane, and Thomas Garrison of Ithaca College in
New York.
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Much like a silkworm uses a
single thread to swaddle itself in a cocoon, a new kind
of robot spins a single strand
of material around its body
to build custom-shaped
fiberglass structures.
The new robots could create customized construction materials on-site,
unlike other industrious bots that assemble premade building blocks.
Fleets of the fiberglass-spinning bots may someday erect buildings and
bridges in remote or dangerous locations, researchers report in Science
Robotics. Each robot, slightly larger than a 1-liter bottle, is girded by a silicone balloon and topped with an arm that turns like a propeller. To build
a piece of piping, the robot’s arm winds resin-coated fiberglass thread
around its puffed-up silicone belly. Ultraviolet light then hardens the resin
and glues the fiberglass strands together. When the robot completes a
9-centimeter-long segment, its belly deflates and the machine scoots up
the tube where the arm resumes spinning fiberglass. By tilting in a new
direction, the bot can control how the tube bends.
Designer and roboticist Markus Kayser and his MIT colleagues commissioned 16 of their fiberglass-spinning bots to build curved tubes up to 4.1
meters long. This bouquet of fiberglass pipes withstood seven months of
Massachusetts autumn and winter weather — an “extremely impressive”
demonstration of the bots’ capabilities, says Nathan Melenbrink, a roboticist at Harvard University. The machines could join forces with other types
of construction robots to build more sophisticated, multimaterial structures, says Radhika Nagpal, another Harvard roboticist. Robotic construction crews could create infrastructure in deserts, underwater or in other
hazardous environments — perhaps even on other planets, she says.
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Oxygen therapy may help sudden hearing loss
E.J. Mundell
Viruses and blood flow issues can, in rare cases, trigger sudden and
profound hearing loss. Now, South Korean research supports the use
of hyperbaric oxygen treatments to restore hearing in these patients.
A review of the collected evidence suggests that -- added to standard
drug therapy -- hyperbaric oxygen treatment "is the most beneficial
treatment option" for what doctors call "sudden sensorineural hearing
loss," according to a team led by Dr. Tae-Min Rhee. He's a specialist
in hyperbaric medicine at the National Maritime Medical Center in
Seoul. One expert in the United States explained that this type of sudden hearing loss is rare but very troubling to patients. "Sensorineural
hearing loss occurs in about 1 out of 10,000 people," said Dr. Darius
Kohan, and is thought to be triggered by a viral infection or circulatory
problems within the ear. Kohan directs otology at Lenox Hill Hospital
in New York City. He said that 1 in every 3 people will get their hearing
back without any treatment. For the other two-thirds of patients, drugs
-- most often steroids -- are used, as well as hyperbaric oxygen.
In this treatment, patients are placed in a device that boosts oxygen
levels in the inner ear. But just how well does the therapy work? To
find out, Rhee's group looked at data from 19 studies that compared
outcomes for people with sensorineural hearing loss. Patients either
received drug therapy alone or drug therapy plus hyperbaric oxygen.
A total of more than 2,400 patients, averaging 45 years of age, were
included. The team found that people who got the combo therapy

were 61 percent more likely to achieve complete hearing recovery
compared to people who only got medicines. The average amount of
hearing recovery was also higher, overall, for people who got both
therapies rather than drugs alone. Also, hyperbaric oxygen appeared
most helpful for those patients who had experienced the most profound hearing loss.

Contact lenses may harbor serious, blinding infection
Steven Reinberg
Contact lens wearers everywhere need to be on the lookout for a rare,
but potentially blinding, eye infection, British researchers warn.
In southeast England, cases of the infection, called Acanthamoeba keratitis, have tripled since 2011, a new study found. The illness is typically
tied to poor contact lens hygiene use. The infection combines a tiny single-cell amoeba with the bacteria keratitis. Once the eye is infected, it
causes the cornea to become painful and inflamed due to this cyst-forming microorganism. For one in every four of people infected, the disease
results in a loss of most of their vision or blindness and they face prolonged treatment, the research team said.
While rare, outbreaks have also occurred in the United States, one ophthalmologist said. "There have been a few outbreaks in the U.S., most
notably from improper disinfection of contact lenses," said Dr. Jules
Winokur, who practices at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City. He wasn't
involved in the new study. "In clinical practice, we see cases of acanthamoeba on a regular basis," he said. "Most often, these cases present
in patients wearing contact lenses who have been exposed to contaminated water, which could be from swimming pools, water parks or even
showers at home. The treatment of acanthamoeba can be prolonged and
difficult," Winokur explained. "Toxic medications and even corneal transplantation may be necessary treatments."
The British study was led by Dr. John Dart, from University College Lon-
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don's Institute of Ophthalmology. His team collected data on patients
seen from 1985 to 2016 at Moorfields Eye Hospital. They found an increase in cases of the disease from the eight to 10 a year seen in 2000
-2003, to 36 to 65 cases per year more recently. Overall, 25 percent of
those affected required corneal transplants to treat the disease or restore
vision, the researchers said. Dart's team also conducted a second study,
this time in people who wore reusable contact lenses daily. The study
compared those 63 diagnosed with Acanthamoeba keratitis with 213 people who went to the eye hospital for any other reason.
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Black 47

The Wife

Ian Freer

David Hughes

If it’s not the first
Irish-tinged Western (John Ford’s
The Quiet Man
and Mike Newell’s
Into The West are
perhaps the most
notable
examples), few have
embraced
the
genre’s tics and tropes so fully and smartly as Lance Daly’s film set
during the Potato Famine. From lone horseman in wide-open spaces
to evil land barons to stable shoot-outs right down to dialogue (“State
your business…”), Black 47 is only really missing The Duke or Clint.
Well-intentioned, timely and impressive in parts, the film ultimately
falls between two stools; it is neither powerful searing historical drama
with genre thrills nor a grindhouse payback flick set in an unusual period milieu.
The title is a reference to 1847, the worst year of the famine that saw a
million people die and some two million uprooted. Amid this political and
personal (starved mother, hanged brother) horror, Irish deserter Feeney
(Animal Kingdom’s Frecheville, good beard), begins a rollercoaster ride
of revenge, taking out crooked cops, posho army officers and callous
rent collectors with the deftness of Bryan Mills. In response, the British
military send Hannah (Weaving, good beard), a disgraced officer who
served with Feeney in Afghanistan, to take him down, joined by foppish
officer Pope (Fox, no beard) and idealistic young private, Hobson.

Bad Times At The El Royale
Alex Godfrey
Bad Times At The El
Royale is a 140-minute
noir workout. It’s the salacious cover of a crime
novel come to life. Not
that it is mere homage.
Goddard, who wrote
Cloverfield and The Martian, worked on Buffy, set up Daredevil’s debut season and directed
The Cabin In The Woods clearly likes to twist convention, and Bad
Times At The El Royale is all manner of twisted.
Ten years after that prologue, the film picks up in 1969, where four
strangers check into the El Royale. And what glorious guests they
are, with glorious names to boot: Jeff Bridges’ priest Father Flynn,
Jon Hamm’s vacuum salesman Laramie Seymour Sullivan, Cynthia
Erivo’s down-on-her-luck singer Darlene Sweet, and Dakota Johnson’s femme fatale, whose name is eventually revealed. Needless to
say, when this lot get together, it’s murder. The Nevada/California
state line runs right through the building, which is decorated accordingly — it’s a hotel of two halves, which tells you what Goddard is
going for with the guests, all boasting conflicting natures and fractured morality.
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In a career spanning
four decades, Glenn
Close has played a
number of wildly varied
roles,
earning
six
Oscar
nominations
(three for Best Supporting Actress, followed by three for
lead) without yet snagging a win. If larger-than-life characters such as
Cruella de Vil made Hollywood forget she achieved early acclaim playing real people in the likes of The Big Chill and The Natural, The Wife
will serve as a welcome reminder.
The film, adapted from Meg Wolitzer’s 2003 novel, opens in the 1990s
with an epic eye-roll from Close’s Joan with husband Joe (Pryce),
while they await the call from the Nobel committee that will seal his
status as one of the greats. News of the award reinvigorates the ambitions of Joe’s smooth-talking biographer (Slater on seductive form),
who has been raking over the coals of their lives, and seems determined to expose not only Joe’s many infidelities, but also other, far
more damaging, secrets. This is teased out through flashbacks to the
early 1960s, when young Joe (Harry Lloyd) and Joan (Annie Starke)
meet for the first time. Back then, he was an unhappily married literature professor with a child and an unborn first novel, while Joan was
his student and an aspiring writer.

Two For Joy
Beth Webb
There are moments in
Two For Joy, Tom
Beard’s electrifying
feature debut, where
you would be forgiven
for
thinking
The
Florida Project had
been remade on the
British coast. You’ve
got Ramsey (best known as pint-sized powerhouse Lyanna in Game Of
Thrones) playing the wayward daughter with a taste for neon pink, and
Billie Piper sporting massive hoop earrings and sky-high ponytail as her
troublesome mum Lillah, both running riot across a sleepy seaside caravan park.
The rest of the film however is perhaps what The Florida Project would
look like with Clio Barnard at the helm; a bleak but brave piece of British
realism that delves into the minutia of a broken home and all its messy,
harmful consequences. Lillah and Aisha are bound by their misfortunes;
Lillah has taken Miranda away from an abusive father, while Aisha, who
suffers extreme bouts of anxiety, hopes that the caravan will coax some
words out of a voluntarily mute Troy. Miranda matches Troy’s silence with
fizzing, terrifying energy. Left to their own devices while their mothers battle their demons, the pair create a private world where no one else is invited and rules are broken freely.
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The Cuckoo’s Calling

Quiet Power

Robert Galbraith

Susan Cain

When a troubled model falls to her
death from a snow-covered Mayfair
balcony, it is assumed that she has
committed suicide. However, her
brother has his doubts, and calls in
private investigator Cormoran
Strike to look into the case. Strike
is a war veteran - wounded both
physically and psychologically - and
his life is in disarray. The case gives
him a financial lifeline, but it comes
at a personal cost: the more he
delves into the young model's complex world, the darker things get and the closer he gets to terrible
danger . . . A gripping, elegant mystery steeped in the atmosphere of
London - from the hushed streets of
Mayfair to the backstreet pubs of the East End to the bustle of Soho The Cuckoo's Calling is a remarkable book. Introducing Cormoran
Strike, this is the acclaimed first crime novel by J.K. Rowling, writing
under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith.

Susan Cain sparked a worldwide
conversation with Quiet: The Power
of Introverts in a World that Can't
Stop Talking. She inspired millions of
people, and permanently changed
the way we see introverts - and the
way introverts see themselves. Now
she takes the Quiet Revolution to a
younger audience. Childhood, adolescence and your early twenties are
times wrought with insecurity and
self-doubt. Your search for your
place in the world can seem daunting. Focusing on the strengths and
challenges of being introverted,
Quiet Power is full of examples from
school, family life and friendship, applying the breakthrough discoveries of Quiet to readers that so badly need them. This insightful, accessible and empowering book is eye-opening to extroverts and
introverts alike. Unlock your hidden superpower and give yourself
the tools to make a mark - in your own quiet way.

Zero to One

Easier Said Than Done: A Life in Sport
Alan Wilkins

Blake Masters
The great secret of our time is that
there are still uncharted frontiers to
explore and new inventions to create. In Zero to One, legendary entrepreneur and investor Peter Thiel
shows how we can find singular
ways to create those new things.
Thiel begins with the contrarian
premise that we live in an age of
technological stagnation, even if
we’re too distracted by shiny mobile devices to notice. Information
technology has improved rapidly,
but there is no reason why
progress should be limited to computers or Silicon Valley. Progress
can be achieved in any industry or
area of business. It comes from the most important skill that every
leader must master: learning to think for yourself. Doing what someone else already knows how to do takes the world from 1 to n, adding
more of something familiar. But when you do something new, you go
from 0 to 1. The next Bill Gates will not build an operating system. The
next Larry Page or Sergey Brin won’t make a search engine. Tomorrow’s champions will not win by competing ruthlessly in today’s marketplace. They will escape competition altogether, because their
businesses will be unique. Zero to One presents at once an optimistic
view of the future of progress in America and a new way of thinking
about innovation: it starts by learning to ask the questions that lead
you to find value in unexpected places.
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From Mumbai and Lahore to the
Highveld of the Transvaal and in his
native Wales, Alan Wilkins is internationally known and admired as an accomplished sports broadcaster.
Growing up as a talented young
cricketer in 1970s Cardiff, Alan
dreamt of a life in sport and yearned
to travel the world but, as he reveals
in Easier Said Than Done, he could
never have imagined he would realise his dream via a microphone
and camera rather than with a bat
and a ball. With great humility and
humour, Alan Wilkins tells the fascinating story of how he swapped the
life of a sports teacher for a career as a professional cricketer with
Glamorgan and Gloucestershire – taking over 370 wickets and playing
in the 1977 Gillette Cup final – and how it was brought to a devastating
end in 1983 by a debilitating shoulder injury. Determined that his Life
in Sport would not end after his enforced retirement from cricket, Alan
vividly describes how, with determination and enthusiasm, he embarked on a new and successful career in sports broadcasting which
has seen him commentate on many of the world’s greatest sporting occasions – from Wimbledon to The Masters and from the Rugby World
Cup to the Indian Premier League and Pakistan Super League – and
how he has forged lifelong friendships with many legends of the sporting world. Millions of sports fans know Alan Wilkins the broadcaster but
now, with Easier Said Than Done, they can get to know the man behind
the microphone and the absorbing story of his Life in Sport.
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