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Diplomacy

China: A fruitful visit
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to China
succeeded beyond expectations. The visit afforded him an opportunity to interact with
China’s highest leadership and exchange
views with them on issues of bilateral, regional and international importance. Since
China under President Xi has made great
progress in controlling corruption, the visit
provided him a chance to learn from the Chinese experience in order to fight against the
menace of corruption in Pakistan.
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Pakistan’s balance of payment
crisis averted?
Some local and international experts have claimed
that Prime Minister Imran Khan has returned
empty-handed from China while Finance Minister
Asad Umar said Pakistan’s balance of payment
crisis had been resolved after Saudi Arabia and
China equally filled a gap of $12 billion.
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Development

Dam donatives
Muhammad Jahangir

The government has launched a fund to build the Diamer-Bhasha Dam
which when completed is expected to cost an estimated $20 billion. The
dam will be built on the River Indus in Gilgit-Baltistan and, upon completion, would (i) produce 4,500 megawatts of electricity through environmentally clean hydropower generation; (ii) store an extra 8,500,000
acre feet (10.5 km3) of water that would be used for irrigation and drinking; (iii) extend the life of Tarbela Dam located downstream by 35 years;
and (iv) control flood damage by the River Indus downstream during
high floods.
There are two reasons why the chief justice of Pakistan had to take
the initiative on his own, inviting the nation to join in. First, the country
as of today is running so short of resources that it has become increasingly difficult for it make the two ends meet just for feeding, clothing
and housing its citizens, what to talk of mobilizing billions for building
dams. Secondly, Pakistan is said to be running out of water by 2025,
and droughts of unprecedented proportions are going to hit the country
within five to seven years.
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Perhaps, conscious of the fact that under the obtaining resource
constraints Pakistan would hardly be able to mobilise enough resources
from its budgetary sources to be able to finance in time the construction
of the much needed dam - a dam which seems to have become a matter of life and death for Pakistan - the CJ has chosen a highly innovative
financing plan for building the dam. A novel idea, indeed. And it should
be taken as such, instead of rushing to look into the horse's mouth.
There has been a great deal of criticism of the dam fund. There is
no criticism regarding intent and character. The criticism pertains to the
economics and public policy of it. First of all, the size of financing required to build Diamer-Basha and Mohmand dams has to be kept in
mind. The former has an estimated cost of about $14 billion or about
Rs1,680 billion; the latter costs, according to 2010 estimate, about $1.4
billion or Rs168 billion at current currency conversion rates. That’s
nearly Rs1,900 billion combined. To put this in context, total direct tax
collection in FY18 was Rs1,563 billion, whereas total federal PSDP was
Rs750 billion.
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The pace of collections has increased to an average daily collection
of Rs108 million in the last few months. However, the advocacy for a
dam fund is not going to last forever; there is something called donation
fatigue. The current CJ is scheduled to leave office at the start of the
third quarter FY19, whereas the PM and his finance team will have far
more on their plate, leaving them with less time for advocacy for the
dam fund. Even if one assumes an average daily collection of Rs108
million for the rest of the fiscal year, total amount collected in FY19
would be no more than Rs33-34 billion, which would still be peanuts
given the scale of requirement. Granted that infrastructure projects like
these may have multiple financing sources: local versus foreign; debt
versus equity; with total financing raised over a period of 2-3 years and
even longer. But even after three years, total financing raised through
these funds may be about Rs100 billion. By that time, the estimated
cost of completion of the project would have moved north anyway.
That our water security problems are gigantic has never been an
issue requiring a debate. Dams, big and small, can greatly improve our
water security situation. But building dams is a capital intensive exercise and it is also a time consuming one. Our experience of building
Tarbela and Mangla dams is too recent for us to forget. The experience
of Neelum-Jhelum - a dam under construction for over a decade, too,
is highly instructive. We know it is simply impossible to control cost
over-runs in building a dam which more often than not would run into
billions and it is also impossible to strictly adhere to construction schedules which without fail often get upset by decades.
Most dams, even the biggest ones, are known to have lost their
reservoir capacity to a great extent within a matter of three to four
decades, mostly because of silting requiring additional constructions
costing more billions. Tarbela and Mangla dams have suffered greatly
from silting and in order not to lose the reservoirs completely to the
menace we have been spending billions to maintain the reservoirs' capacity. However, all this still does not mean that we should stop building
new dams for storing irrigation waters, to guard against floods and to
generate electricity - cost wise it is cheaper to produce power from
hydel units compared to the fossil fuel-driven power stations.
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There has been a great deal of
criticism of the dam fund. There
is no criticism regarding intent
and character. The criticism pertains to the economics and public policy of it. First of all, the
size of financing required to
build Diamer-Basha and
Mohmand dams has to be
kept in mind
Experts, however, advise poor countries like Pakistan to focus more
on building smaller dams on natural waterfalls which not only cost less
but also get completed in far shorter time. And as opposed to the big
dams, such small dams do not cause environmental upheavals, drastic
climate changes; and nor do they cause the forcible uprooting of a population from its permanent abode.
In fact, in the early 1990s, a German team of experts sent by the
country's ministry of overseas development aid had visited KPK and
identified scores of waterfalls on which dams could be built to produce
as much as 40,000MW of electricity and at the same time bring under
cultivation vast tracts of arable land that is lying barren in KPK and the
adjacent territories of Punjab province and Afghanistan. Meanwhile,
Pakistan has been advised by experts to shift its focus to managing
water demand and producing more from each drop of water. The problems in irrigation are more to do with inefficient and unfair distribution
of water, and low productivity in terms of the yield and value of crops
per unit of water used.
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Diplomacy

China: A
fruitful visit
Nasim Ahmed

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to China succeeded beyond expectations. The visit afforded him an opportunity to interact with China’s highest
leadership and exchange views with them on issues of bilateral, regional
and international importance. Since China under President Xi has made
great progress in controlling corruption, the visit provided him a chance to
learn from the Chinese experience in order to fight against the menace of
corruption in Pakistan. During his visit, Imran Khan attended the Shanghai
Import Expo and studied at first hand the Shanghai model of development
for the future direction of Pakistan’s economy.
The relations between China and Pakistan are multi-dimensional and
based on strong foundations. We are all-weather, time-tested friends. Our
relations are exceptional in the sphere of international politics. We know
each other well and fully understand each other’s needs. Pakistan has always supported China in difficult times, and China has helped Pakistan in
its critical moments
The Pakistan prime minister’s visit took place at a very critical juncture
as China is facing opposition by the West for its BRI and its trade surplus,
while Pakistan is suffering from a severe economic crisis. In these circumstances, the two leaders discussed ways and means to overcome the current domestic and geopolitical challenges.
According to the joint statement issued at the end of PM Imran Khan’s
visit, ties between China and Pakistan will be further strengthened in all
sectors. Prior to their departure for the visit, the Pakistani delegation had
talked of seeking balance of payments support from China through this
visit, and Prime Minister Khan reiterated to journalists in Beijing that he
sought support to build foreign exchange reserves and assistance to avoid
a possible International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout
The statement says that both sides will "maintain frequent exchange of
visits and meetings at the leadership level" and further bilateral meetings
will be held on the sidelines of major multilateral conferences and events.
The statement hails the relationship between Pakistan and China, saying
they had "withstood the test of time, notwithstanding the changes in domestic, regional and international environments." In deepening the ties further,
the statement says the two countries will build on the China-Pakistan All
Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership and the China-Pakistan Community of Shared Future, "in line with the principles set forth by the Treaty of
Friendship, Cooperation and Good-neighbourly Relations" that the two countries signed in 2005. The Chinese side appreciated Pakistan's important role
in promoting regional peace, stability and security and efforts for the peaceful
resolution of all outstanding issues with its neighbours, adding that China
"supports Pakistan’s efforts for improvement of Pakistan-India relations and
for settlement of outstanding disputes between the two countries."
On the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), both sides "expressed satisfaction that rapid progress has been made in all areas especially in the energy sector" and underlined their complete consensus on
the future trajectory of the CPEC. The Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC),
which is the steering arm of CPEC, will "explore new areas of cooperation"
and its 8th session will be held in Beijing "before the end of the year". The
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last session was held in Islamabad in November 2017, during which the
Long Term Plan was finalised. Both sides agreed to accelerate work on
Gwadar and its auxiliary projects, as well dismissing "the growing negative
propaganda against CPEC" while underscoring their "determination to
safeguard the CPEC projects from all threats."
Significantly, the shape and direction of CPEC is now set to change,
with a growing emphasis on "industrial capacity including through joint ventures in priority areas and relocation of labour-intensive industry and SMEs
collaboration." The growing trade imbalance between Pakistan and China
will be addressed through the second China Pakistan Free Trade Agreement, which the two sides "agreed to conclude as early as possible" while
continuing with discussions on an agreement on trade in services as well.
In addition, both sides also agreed to boost cooperation in a wide range
of areas, including tourism, maritime issues, navigation security, marine
economy, resources, research and environmental protection. In addition
to marine economy, emerging technologies like nanotech, biotech and ICT
will also see strengthened collaboration to increase their contribution in
health, agriculture, water, energy and food security. Space cooperation will
also be promoted, building on the launch of Pakistan's Remote Sensing
Satellite earlier this year.
Cooperation will now be enhanced in areas like climate change, desertification control, desalination, water management, afforestation and
ecological restoration, wetland protection and restoration, wildlife protection, forestry industry development, disaster management and risk reduction among others. All these are areas of cooperation that were already
agreed upon in earlier discussions with the Chinese side that ended with
the finalisation of the LTP in November last year. The Joint Statement
shows that the evolution of CPEC has now come to a point where these
cooperative steps are ready to be activated. Both sides also agreed to enhance people-to-people contacts, pointing at the 25,000 Pakistani students
already enrolled in Chinese universities. China will offer additional scholarships for Pakistani students. All in all, it was a most fruitful visit that will
go a long way in consolidating bilateral ties.
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Economics

World competitive
index and Pakistan
Nasim Ahmed

According to the Global Competitiveness Index 2018 released by the
World Economic Forum recently Pakistan slipped by one position as
compared to last year, ranking 107 out of 140 countries, with a score of
4.0.
With an overall ranking of 107 out of 140 countries, Pakistan was at
109 for institutions; 93 for infrastructure; 127 for ICT adoption; 103 for
macroeconomic stability; 109 for health; 125 for skills; 122 for product
market; 121 for labour market; 89 for financial system; 31 for market
size; 56 for business dynamism; and 75 for innovation capacity. In 2017,
Pakistan ranked 106 out of 135 countries.
In the area of the freedom of press, the country’s score was worse
with a ranking of 112. The judicial independence which is considered 1–
7 as the best, Pakistan ranked 70, while in budget transparency the
score was 77. In respect of terrorism incidence, Pakistan was further
close towards the bottom. In the area of train efficiency, where the best
index is 1-7, Pakistan was placed at 52, whereas in airport connectivity,
the country was placed at 41.
The United States tops the 2018 rankings, confirming its status of
most competitive economy in the world, according to the WEF. Overall,
the United States scored an average of 85.6 points when the nearly 100
indicators were measured on a scale of 0 to 100.That is still a far cry
from what WEF considers the optimal conditions for a competitive economy, but well above the global average of 60 points. WEF hailed the US
for its business dynamism and vibrant entrepreneurial culture, its flexible
labour markets, the depth, breadth and relative stability of its financial
system and its market size. In terms of innovation capability, India stood
as the second best country while Pakistan followed far behind at the 7th
rank.
We are living in a global economy and the competition among nations is stiff and growing. The rule is: if you are not competitive, you
cannot survive in this cut-throat world. Every year the World Economic
Forum publishes a Global Competitiveness Report which compares the
competitive strength of various countries on the basis of a set of criteria
encompassing all aspects of the economy.
Since its inception in 2004, the Global Competitiveness Index has
been a widely recognised measure of the factors that determine the economic prosperity of a nation. The index amalgamates the macroeconomic situation as well as competitiveness of the micro business
enterprises into a set of indicators by which a nation’s economic condition is measured. The Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) is based on
12 pillars that provide a comprehensive picture of the competitiveness
landscape in countries around the world at different stages of economic
development. The report contains detailed profiles highlighting competitive strengths and weaknesses for each of the 140 economies covered.
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The WEF’s Global Competitiveness Index shows a close link between competitiveness and an economy’s ability to nurture, attract and
support talent. The top-ranking countries all fare well in this regard. But
in many countries, too few people have access to high-quality education
and training, and labour markets are not flexible and accommodating
enough.
Over the years, Pakistan has fallen in the GCI scores. The WEF report shows that while the indicators for the quality of education system
have improved, availability of internet access in schools has deteriorated. This is a result of the multiple education systems prevailing in the
country under which only a few elitist schools provide quality education.
The factor of greater favouritism in decision-making by government officials shows Pakistan falling 26 ranks in 2018.
The report identifies corruption as the most significant hurdle to doing
business in Pakistan: 16 percent of the respondents believed so, while
12.7 percent pinpointed tax rates as the biggest problem. Last year's
Global Competitiveness Report also ranked corruption as the second
biggest deterrent following inadequacy of infrastructure. In this year's
study, only 5.6 percent of the respondents blamed infrastructure as the
most problematic factor for doing business, compared to 14.3 percent
last year.
Sixty percent of Pakistan’s GCI score is made up of basic requirements (institutions, infrastructure, macroeconomic environment and
health and primary education). Since the 2013 elections, the sub-index
score has not changed. Although the macroeconomic outlook has improved, institutional weaknesses remain and have been intensifying.
Lack of government policymaking and patronage and cronyism vitiate
the working of public institutions. Low scores in some of the most basic
areas reflect the government's failure in its attempt at institutional reforms. Significantly, the score for health and primary education has
worsened considerably.
The weakest sector of Pakistan’s economy identified in the report is
its regulatory mechanism. Various regulatory bodies have shown weak
governance indicators, losing ranks to other emerging markets. The GCI
ranking shows that the performance of the Competition Commission of
Pakistan has deteriorated. The effectiveness of its anti-monopoly policy
has gone from bad to worse.
Other factors adversely affecting Pakistan’s competitiveness cited in
the report are inflation, lack of access to financing, inefficient government bureaucracy and policy instability, an inadequately educated workforce, crime and theft, poor work ethic, restrictive labour regulations,
insufficient capacity to innovate and poor public health administration.
Needless to add, Pakistan has a long way to go to improve its competitive capacity.
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Agitation

Window dressing
after tame surrender
Muhammad Hassan

The government has arrested hundreds of people for vandalism after
countrywide protests against the release of a blasphemy-accused. The
way the government writ was challenged and state institutions were
ridiculed points towards serious flaws in governance and sent wrong signals to the world about Pakistan.
Hundreds of vehicles and shops were torched during the three-day sitins and the protesters dispersed only after the government signed an
agreement with them after paralyzing the whole country for three days.
Under the agreement, the government agreed to initiate the legal process
to place blasphemy accused Asia Bibi's name on the exit control list (ECL),
not to oppose a review petition filed against the Supreme Court's judgment
against her acquittal, take appropriate legal action to redress any deaths
during the protests and release all people picked up in connection with the
protests starting from October 30. The protest leaders, in turn, only apologised if they had "hurt the sentiments or inconvenienced anyone.”
In fact, they had not only used abusive language publically against
Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Pakistan Chief Justice Saqib
Niar and Prime Minister Imran Khan, but also warned them of dire consequences. The army was purposefully dragged into the case to malign it
when it had noting to do with it. A Tehreek Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) leader
called for "mutiny" against the army's top brass and the assassination of
judges of the Supreme Court. Prime Minister Imran Khan was also not
party to the case but he was accused of working for the “Jewish” lobby.
Sedition cases have been registered against protest leaders but they have
not been arrested. Only their followers were arrested. As a damage control
measure after surrendering to the protesters, the government announced
that it had no plan to place Aasia Bibi’s name on the exit control list or file
an appeal for a review against the verdict.
The tame surrender of the government was critcised even by its own
ministers. Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry agreed the pact with the
protesters was "firefighting" and not a permanent solution to the larger
problem of extremism. "We need to take steps against extremism, we need
to take steps against such kind of violent protesters and we need to come
up with a permanent solution. Right now this is not a cure. It is just firefighting, but the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government is committed
to the cure," he told the BBC. Minister for Human Rights Dr. Shireen Mazari
also highlighted the dangers of "appeasing non-state actors". In her Twitter
message, she said, "Appeasement to avoid bloodshed in a war-weary Europe led to massive bloodshed and destruction in the form of World War
II. Appeasement to avoid bloodshed sends a dangerous message to nonstate actors and undermines the very concept of democratic, peaceful
protest. The state has to enforce rule of law, Constitution and stand by na-
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tional institutions, especially when they are targeted. Prime Minister Imran
Khan should deliver on his commitments to the rule of law, Constitution
and defence of state institutions as well as to human rights guaranteed in
the Constitution, not just in the present situation, but also on issues like
enforced disappearances."
The government’s abject submission was shocking, especially after
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s address to the nation, in which he announced
complete support to the Supreme Court and warned the protesters against
taking the law into their own hands. In his televised address, he hit out at
religious hardliners and appealed for calm. "They are inciting you for their
own political gain, you should not get trapped by them for the sake of the
country, they are doing no service to Islam. We will protect public properties and lives, we will not allow any sabotage, we will not allow any traffic
to be stopped," he added. However, it all proved rhetoric and the public
was left at the mercy of the protesters.
The disturbances have left many serious questions for the leadership
of the country about its security, stability and economy. Pakistan is ranked
at the bottom of an index that measures 194 economies on the basis of
the likelihood of disorderly transfer of government power, violent demonstrations, armed conflicts, social unrest, international tensions, terrorism,
and ethnic, religious or regional conflicts. Only three countries,
Afghanistan, Yemen and Syria, were below Pakistan in 2016 on the Global
Economy.com index on political stability and absence of violence. According to estimates, the protests cost the national economy over Rs150 billion.
Business activities at the ports were suspended and fuel shortage loomed
as the supplies were halted in major cities including Karachi and Lahore.
Vegetable markets were also closed for three days while the supplies of
medicines were disturbed due to the closure of medicine markets. The
train service also remained suspended.
It is clear that the government could not use force to disperse the protesters but a free hand should not have been given to people to vandalise
public property. Hundreds of cars, trucks and motorcycles were torched.
The language used against the national institutions was unacceptable.
Only enemies of the country could do this. Successive governments have
surrendered to protesters, who take to the streets in the name of religion,
but their real agenda is political gains. Everybody has the right to protest
against anything, but it should be peaceful. Every violent protest in Pakistan ends with an agreement with the government, leaving behind a trail
of destruction of property, closure of roads and highways and massive disruptions to the daily life of citizens. The government will have to break the
cycle. It will have to enforce its writ to save the dignity of national institutions and improve the country’s image in the world.

November 16-30, 2018

Politics

The opposition
in disarray
Muhammad Ali

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-F) leader Maulana Fazlur Rehman had to
postpone a multi-party conference after he failed to persuade leaders
of mainstream opposition parties to attend it. The opposition, which was
threatening to bring a no-confidence motion against the government,
has fizzled out after giving more confidence to the government.
Leaders of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) had different reasons to skip the conference
while Fazlur Rehman wanted to unite the opposition for his personal
gains. Like the MQM, he and his party cannot survive in the opposition.
He has remained in the government for over 13 consecutive years and
he is a fish out of water in the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government
of Prime Minister Imran Khan. According to media reports, former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif was not ready to launch a full-fledged campaign
against the government because he thought new elections would not be
held in the near future. It is said Nawaz Sharif informed Fazlur Rehman
that he would be ready to take to the streets against the government if
there was a guarantee that the ouster of the PTI government would result in holding of general elections. Critics say Nawaz Sharif is also
aware of his limits as he knows he has no street power and could be
heading to jail in weeks, so he was not interested in the agitation.
PPP leader and former President Asif Ali Zardari refused to attend
the conference if Nawaz Sharif declined. It is said PPP leader Syed
Khursheed Shah met Nawaz Sharif in the chamber of Leader of Opposition Shahbaz Sharif to convey to him a message from Asif Zardari. It
is said the decision of not attending the conference was taken by
Nawaz Sharif and Asif Zardari in unison and they also decided against
launching a movement against the government, because they thought
a premature movement would damage the image of the opposition parties and benefit the ruling alliance. Sources say the JUI-F leadership
wanted to launch a movement against the PTI-led coalition government
immediately to take advantage of tough economic decisions being
taken by the government. It believed people would side with the opposition’s movement against rising prices.
It is also a fact that the leaders of the two main opposition parties
are not in a position to launch a movement. Former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and former President Asif Zardari could be jailed in weeks
on corruption charges. Former Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif
is already in the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) custody. According to sources, NAB has found sufficient evidence against him to prove
him guilty of corruption in court. It is said when he was asked about his
assets beyond known means of income, he informed NAB he had no
record of his properties and businesses and his son Salman Shahbaz
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looked after them. When Salman was summoned, he failed to provide
required information and fled the country when NAB summoned him
again. NAB says Aashiana housing, 56 public sector companies and
Saaf Pani scandals are interlinked and Shahbaz Sharif committed massive corruption in them. His elder son, Hamza Shahbaz, has also not
appeared before NAB despite repeated summons. He could be arrested anytime. A prime suspect in two corruption cases has already
turned an approver against Shahbaz Sharif’s son-in-law Ali Imran.
Ikram Naveed, former chief executive officer of the Punjab Power Development Company (PPDC), who caused a loss of Rs490m to the national exchequer during his service, has confessed to paying over
Rs130 million to Ali Imran, who is hiding in London after being declared
a proclaimed offender by an accountability court. Naveed was allegedly
appointed to the top position by Shahbaz Sharif on Ali Imran’s recommendation.
On the other hand, the PPP government in Sindh is also in trouble.
About 30pc legislators of the PPP, including Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah, are under investigation by NAB for assets beyond known sources
of income. Analysts fear the situation could lead to a change of loyalties
and formation of a forward block to change the provincial government.
There are 99 members of the PPP in the 168-strong Sindh Assembly.
Out of 99 treasury members, around 36 face NAB inquiries. Up to 85
members are required to form the government. The situation for the
party will become critical if former President Asif Zardari is arrested in
a money laundering case.
There are also rumours in the country that the PPP and PML-N leadership is planning to resign from the assemblies en bloc, in a bid to
save themselves from corruption cases. They think it will pave the way
for new elections, but analysts say it will create rifts in their parties and
most legislators would refuse to obey their orders. In that case, the
process of accountability will also accelerate. Prime Minister Imran
Khan and his ministers have accused the opposition of attempting to
receive National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO)-like relief. They have
repeated the allegation many times. It is clear that the government is
not in a position to provide relief to the opposition leaders, who are facing corruption charges. Only the establishment can do it. It is said Shahbaz Sharif is trying to get relief for himself from the establishment as
he is considered very close to it. Asif Zardari is eagerly waiting for it,
so that he could also plead his case through some common friends.
It appears the opposition will not be able to regroup in the near future. Its internal rifts and troubles have boosted the confidence of the
government and provided ample space to it to implement its agenda.
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Economics

Pakistan’s balance of
payment crisis averted?
Muhammad Zain

Some local and international experts have claimed that Prime Minister
Imran Khan has returned empty-handed from China while Finance Minister
Asad Umar said Pakistan’s balance of payment crisis had been resolved
after Saudi Arabia and China equally filled a gap of $12 billion. Questions
are also being raised about the cost of the foreign loans and the opposition
has asked the government to make “secret conditions” public and discuss
them in the parliament.
The international media says Pakistan has no choice except to approach the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a second bailout in five
years as Prime Minister Imran Khan wrapped up a four-day visit to China
without achieving his primary goal of securing Chinese financing. “Beijing
is committed to assisting Islamabad but more talks are needed,” Chinese
Vice Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou was quoted as saying after a meeting
between Imran Khan and Chinese Premier Li Keqiang. Pakistan's economy, however, may not be able to wait much longer. The country urgently
needs a capital boost in order to avert a looming balance of payments crisis. Foreign reserves held by the central bank dropped below $8 billion in
late October, raising concerns about Islamabad's ability to finance monthly
import bills, a report in CNBC said.
Quoting experts, the report said Beijing's decision to hold off on more
loans worth $2 billion may be tied to the trade spat with Washington as the
world's second largest economy has experienced tightened liquidity conditions recently amid currency declines and pressure from U.S. President Donald Trump's tariffs. "China's refusal to agree to anything specific during
Khan's trip is a bit of a setback," said Michael Kugelman, deputy director of
the Asia program and senior associate for South Asia at the Wilson Center.
But given rising concerns in Pakistan about the CPEC, Xi's government may
be signaling "that it's time for Pakistan to figure out how to make things
work," he added. Without more external financing, an IMF bailout for Pakistan now appears inevitable. Many economists argue that IMF loans create
a debt trap for emerging economies but the same has also been said about
Chinese investment. "Islamabad wanted to get some degree of financial
support from a bilateral partner so that it can bring down its ask of the IMF,"
according to Kugelman. "The way Islamabad sees it, the less it needs to ask
from the IMF, the more leverage it may have at the negotiating table with
the Fund. The United Arab Emirates could also be a potential lifeline for
Khan's administration following reports that both countries held discussions
about a deferred oil payment facility,” he added.
China pledged further economic aid for Pakistan, but has yet to provide
details of how it will help the country’s troubled economy. China’s Premier Li
Keqiang and his Pakistani counterpart Imran Khan signed 15 agreements
and memorandums of understanding in the Great Hall of the People in the
Chinese capital, pledging stronger cooperation in fields such as poverty alleviation, agriculture, industry and science. According to the South China
Morning Post, China has promised more economic aid for Pakistan, but won’t
yet commit to specific pledges. Quoting Chinese experts, it said China would
offer economic assistance, but it was the Pakistan government’s responsibility to tackle its economic problems. Beijing also took a firm line on various
infrastructure agreements between the two sides under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). China has already pledged more than US$60
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billion to Pakistan in the form of loans and investments for roads, ports, power
plants and industrial estates under the scheme. But Pakistan’s ability to meet
the repayments has long been a matter of some concern and Imran Khan
had signalled before his election victory that he was keen to renegotiate some
of the deals. The shift in tone on the CPEC projects may indicate that they
are a precondition for further Chinese economic aid. China strongly believes
that CPEC projects bring greater stability to both Pakistan and China. The
economic corridor project will certainly boost the local economy of Pakistan
as it would create new jobs and inject cash into local communities. Simultaneously, CPEC projects will also bring stability to China’s southwestern region
and it would push for their implementation despite Pakistan’s debt concerns.
Earlier, Saudi Arabia announced a $6 billion bailout package for Pakistan’s
ailing economy. The package included $3b balance of payments support and
another $3b in deferred payments on oil imports. "The Saudis have basically
given $6 billion in assistance as a 'thank you' to the Pakistani government for
standing by them during a time of crisis," director of South Asia practice at strategy firm Albright Stonebridge Group, Uzair Younus, told CNBC. "It is definitely
linked to journalist Khashoggi's murder. The deal likely came with an unstated
expectation that Pakistan will need to reassert its allegiance to the Saudis in
the Saudi Arabia-Iran rivalry, despite the new Pakistani government's robust
expressions of neutrality," said Michael Kugelman, deputy director of the Asia
program and senior associate for South Asia at the Wilson Center.
The opposition also raised questions when Prime Minister Imran Khan
said Pakistan would act as a mediator in the war between Houthi rebels
and the Saudi Arabia-led alliance in Yemen. Addressing the nation, he said
he would try to bring the Muslim countries closer together, besides acting
as a mediator in resolution of conflicts between them. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) said the prime minister must tell the nation about Saudi
conditions as it feared Pakistan would become a party to the Yemen war,
being fought between Iran and Saudi Arabia.
Experts say Pakistan may have averted the economic crisis for the timebeing, but it will have to boost its exports in months ahead as Islamabad
faces the largest trade deficit with China. Pakistan’s annual trade deficit
with China stands at more than $14 billion. Without minimising it, the country will not be able to overcome its recurring current account deficit.
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Murder

Khashoggi’s killing to
upset the House of Saud?
Shahid Hussain

The gruesome murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in Turkey has tarnished the image of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and serious questions are being raised among Western allies and some Saudis
about his future. Saudi King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz is believed to have
taken back authority from his favourite son for his survival and the survival
of the royal family as it is feared the issue may snowball against all of them.
Analysts say the return to Saudi Arabia of Prince Ahmad bin Abdelaziz,
the last surviving full brother of King Salman, following six years of selfimposed exile, confirms the seriousness of the situation in the kingdom.
As Prince Ahmed never publicly accepted the appointment of Mohammed
bin Salman (MBS) as crown prince, speculation is rife that he has come
to replace or challenge him. However, it is much more likely that his return
is part of the House of Saud trying to demonstrate unity in the face of the
increasingly difficult predicament it faces, wrote Sultan Barakat, Professor
of Politics at the University of York, in his analysis in Aljazeera.
King Salman could still allow MBS to continue and try to convince the
public at home and abroad that the Khashoggi affair was a minor issue which
will be resolved with the trial of 18 suspects. However, an attempt to dismiss
Khashoggi's assassination would indicate that the crown prince does not
grasp the gravity of the situation. If he insists on such a course, a minority of
states like the US and the UK may back him, but the international community
would not. Countries like Canada, Germany, and Sweden may even attempt
to boycott Saudi Arabia and impose sanctions on Saudi oil, which could
deepen rifts and lead to further instability. The scenario would provide further
leverage to Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has long been
locked in a struggle with Saudi Arabia for the leadership of the Muslim world.
If MBS attempts to act as if nothing has happened, the Turkish president
would continue heaping pressure on him through the media.
King Salman could order MBS's demotion from the position of crown
prince on the basis that even if the murder of Khashoggi was the result of
a rogue operation, it occurred on his watch. The powers MBS had acquired
over the past three years would then have to be redistributed within the
ruling family. It could allow for older and wiser heads to prevail at the top
of the state apparatus, which would ensure a return to the traditional ways
of conducting domestic and foreign politics. But such a move could also
be highly destabilising, as it will not be easy to move older, more qualified
and experienced cousins of the crown prince into positions of authority
and it could plunge the royal court into another power struggle. The most
reasonable move for King Salman would be to keep the crown prince in
his position, but to curtail his powers. It would teach MBS that there are
limits to political ambition within the Saudi court and there is decorum and
order that cannot be overlooked. By limiting MBS's political reach and introducing checks and balances on all fronts, the king could signal to the
world that he would oversee the transformation of Saudi Arabia personally
and rebuild international confidence in his rule.
However, experts warn that MBS will fight to the bitter end. The crown
prince, 33, has implemented a series of high-profile social and economic
reforms since his father’s accession, including ending a ban on women
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driving and opening cinemas in the conservative kingdom. But he has also
marginalized senior members of the royal family and consolidated control
over Saudi’s security and intelligence agencies. His reforms have been
accompanied by a crackdown on dissent, a purge of top royals and businessmen on corruption charges, and a costly war in Yemen. Saudi Arabia
is haunted by the prospect of sanctions, as the country faces criticism from
the U.S. media and Congress due to high civilian casualties in Yemen, the
Qatar blockade and Saudi meddling in Lebanon's internal affairs.
Khashoggi’s murder is also being seen as a blow to Saudi Arabia's
goal of regional leadership. The barbaric and premeditated execution of a
journalist at the hands of a Saudi death squad not only tarnished MBS's
reputation but also resulted in a backlash against the rest of his regional
policies. Moreover, the murder raised questions about the legitimacy of
MBS's key supporters around the world, as the Trump administration continues to face criticism for failing to take concrete action.
Experts say MBS can still survive the situation because he is central
to the Middle East plan of the US and Israel. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu asked senior officials in the Trump White House to continue supporting MBS following the murder of the Saudi journalist, the
Washington Post reported. U.S. President Donald Trump was reluctant to
confront the issue at the beginning but has taken certain steps due to increasing national and international outrage. Still, the U.S. administration
seems to be struggling to sidestep when it comes to the young prince. One
of the countries, which preserved its silence over the murder, was Israel.
The Israeli government believes that cooperation with Saudi Arabia under
the leadership of MBS is possible. The murder, the stances of the U.S.
and Israel, the statue of Jerusalem and the so-called peace plan in Israel
and Palestine are closely interconnected. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has launched an initiative to develop positive relations with
Gulf countries, and especially with Saudi Arabia, as MBS is known for his
soft stance toward Israel. The two countries consider Iran the biggest
threat to themselves. Saudi Arabia believes Iran funds certain groups in
Yemen as well as in Syria and Iraq, while Israel claims Iran and its proxies
or supporting groups, like Hezbollah, are existential threats to its soil. Israel
and Saudi Arabia agree that Iran must be stopped and its power must be
curbed at any price. Saudi Arabia considers Hamas as dangerous as Israel, since it believes the Muslim Brotherhood and its affiliates are a direct
threat to it.
According to the New York Times, the crown prince owes his apparent
impunity partly to the nature of power in Saudi Arabia’s absolute monarchy
and to his own proven ruthlessness. But he also owes it to the Trump administration and it has decided to stand by him. Barring a surprise intervention by his aging father, there is every expectation that MBS will
succeed him and dominate Saudi Arabia for a half-century to come. Having invested deeply in him as the main driver of the administration’s
agenda for the region, and under pressure from allies who support him —
notably the leaders of Israel and Egypt — the Trump administration has
concluded that it cannot feasibly limit his power.
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Economics

Shattered hopes in
“new Pakistan”
Shahid Hussain

Prices of daily-use items have been growing steadily in Pakistan since
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government of Imran Khan was installed in August. Average inflation in the first quarter of the fiscal year
was 5.86pc and it has surged to four-year high to 7pc in October, which
is higher than the set target of 6pc by the government for fiscal year
2018-19.
Contrary to its election manifesto, the government has overburdened the common man with consecutive price hikes. Prices of all essentials have increased and it appears the government lacks a
mechanism to check them. All vegetables and fruits are selling at over
Rs100 a kilogram and the poor, with large families, are finding it difficult to make both ends meet. The government has recently hiked electricity and gas tariffs for both domestic consumers and industrial units.
Prices of petroleum products were raised on November 1, which added
to the miseries of the already overburdened masses. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has projected the inflation rate to hit up to 14pc
by the end of the current fiscal year, which means there is no respite
for the people in the near future, who were promised immediate relief
by the government before the general election. The recent inflationary
trends have not only upset the common man but also the business
community because the cost of doing business has increased and their
profit has been slashed.
The government has also increased the price of petrol by Rs5 per
litre for November. The price of high speed diesel has been raised by
Rs6.37 per litre. Based on international prices, the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) had worked out an increase of Rs9.02 per litre
in the price of petrol and for high speed diesel it recommended an increase of Rs13.22 per litre. For kerosene oil, the recommended increase was Rs6.47 per litre but the government allowed an increase
of Rs3. As for light diesel oil, the recommended increase of Rs6.48
has been approved as the tax/levy on the product is already negligible.
According to a statement by the Ministry of Finance, the government
has partially passed on the increase to consumers to minimise the burden on the public at large. The new price of petrol is now Rs97.83
while that of high speed diesel is Rs112.94 per litre. The price of
kerosene oil is Rs86.5 per litre and that of light diesel oil Rs82.44 per
litre.
CNG prices have crossed the Rs100 per kg mark for the first time
in the country’s history after the government hiked it by 40pc. Station
owners in Sindh are now charging Rs103-104 per kg as against the
previous Rs81.70 per kg. When CNG was sold at Rs81.70 per kg and
petrol was priced Rs93.30 per litre, the saving on running a vehicle on
gas was 40pc, but it has now fallen to 20-25pc after the price hike.
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CNG prices in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have risen to over Rs108-115 per
kg as compared to Rs87-96 because the cost of gas is higher in the
province as compared to other provinces. The station owners have
made layoffs to offset the rising cost of running their businesses. At
least two people out of six at a CNG station have lost their jobs. Passengers will also face additional burdens of paying higher transportation charges as 70pc buses run on CNG. Transportation of vegetables
and fruits will also become costlier. People will also have to pay more
to van owners transporting their children to schools.
CNG was sold at Rs67.50 per kg in December 2016, when it was
deregulated by the government. After the increase in the price of CNG,
transport owners have unilaterally raised fares. Some complainants
said transport operatives had increased the fare by almost 100pc,
though the government had not issued any revised fare list.
The figures indicate that coming months will be more difficult for ordinary Pakistanis. The rupee depreciation of around 30pc will also
make its way into how everyday commodities are priced. A further impact is expected after Pakistan enters into an agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). It has already asked for an increase
in the cost of basic public utilities. The economic crisis in the country
has been somewhat tamed after an agreement with Saudi Arabia but
fears remains over inflation and more misery for ordinary people is expected. Saudi Arabia has pledged to meet half of the $12b financing
gap that Pakistan faces for the current fiscal year. It also promised to
place a $3b deposit with the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and provide
up to $3b worth of oil supplies on credit — both for a year. As foreign
funding has yet to come into the nation’s coffers, the government
keeps relying on borrowing from the central bank to plug holes in its
fiscal account, experts say. This is one of the reasons for higher inflation as the government’s borrowing from the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) effectively means additional printing of currency notes.
The government has not completed its 100 days but it is facing criticism even from its staunch workers. They say they had not voted for
the PTI to make their lives more miserable. People say they have not
witnessed such a phenomenal increase in prices of gas, electricity and
other utilities in the early days of any government ever. The government could have provided some relief to people by not increasing the
price of petrol and diesel at a time when Saudi Arabia had promised
$3b oil supplies on deferred payment and prices of crude oil have decreased in the international market. The government has also failed to
improve conditions in hospitals and schools and reform the police. It
will have to take serious steps to win the confidence of the common
man.
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Law and Order

Killing of Sami-ul-Haq
Raza Khan

The gruesome killing of Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam-Sami (JUI-S) head
Maulana Sami-ul-Haq on 2 November, 2018, in Rawalpindi by unknown
assassins comes as a strong reminder how complex is the scene and theatre of terrorism in Pakistan that even those considered very close to the
perpetrators of violence are not spared by other terrorists. The JUI-S
head’s killing, although not that significant as Maulana Sami was not a
leading figure, nevertheless, his murder has huge symbolic value.
The JUI-S head was well-known and many Western media outlets
dubbed him the “father of the Taliban.” He earned that titled because of his
close links to the Afghan Taliban leadership as most of them, including their
founder, Mullah Omar, studied at the Madrassa Haqqania located in Akora
Khattak, Nowshera district of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Madrassa
Haqqania is owned by the family of Maulana Sami. However, it is important
to note that it was the first generation of Afghan Taliban which studied
under the tutelage of Maulana Sami and most of these leaders have perished during the last 25 years of continuous conflict in Afghanistan. Among
the second generation of Afghan Taliban, Maulana Sami is not a very familiar figure. Therefore, if it is considered by certain observers that Maulana
Sami has been killed because he could play a significant role in bringing
the Afghan Taliban to the negotiations table and could also prevail upon
them to join the political mainstream in Afghanistan, then such an assertion
is fundamentally mistaken. Here it may be recalled that, recently, the
Afghan government sent a delegation of Afghan mullahs to Sami to convince him to play his role in bringing the Afghan Taliban to the negotiations
table. But we saw that Maulana could not play the role expected of him in
this regard.
The most important aspect of the killing of Maulana Sami was the timing
of the incident. The killing took place when another religious group
Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP) led by fiery cleric, Khadim Hussain Rizvi,
was holding sit-ins across Pakistan to protest the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) decision to acquit a jailed Christian woman, Asia Bibi. The
Christian woman was charged with blasphemy in respect of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) way back in 2010. The TLP and other religious groups
in Pakistan dubbed Asia’s acquittal as against Islam while the federal government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) threw its full weight behind the
superior judiciary. The protest by the TLP became quite ugly and it was
very much feared that the protest may spread. In the meanwhile, the gruesome killing of Maulana Sami took place. So the killing is related to the
protest of religious parties on the acquittal of Asia Bibi. It is also important
to note that the sectarian credentials of Maulana Sami and his group JUIS are quite divergent from the sectarian school of the TLP but like most of
the religious outfits Sami-ul-Haq had also vociferously condemned the acquitting of Asia Bibi.
During the protest of the TLP many unknown people were found active
in the sabotage and violence.
The involvement of anti-Pakistan and anti-peace forces in the killing of
Maulana Sami could not be ruled out. In particular the timing of the incident
was such that the involvement of anti-state forces whether within the state
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or from outside Pakistan could well be believed. Obviously, the anti-state
forces wanted to exploit the law and order situation which emerged after
the verdict of the SCP in the Asia Bibi case and make it more explosive.
The killing was also a bid to destabilize the PTI-led federal government of
Pakistan, which already is facing several economic problems. Insofar as
the involvement of foreign forces in the killing of Maulana Sami is concerned, then the hands of Indian and Afghan intelligence agencies could
be suspected. As Maulana Sami had close links with the Afghan Taliban
and as the Afghan government of President Ashraf Ghani had also asked
the former to play a role in facilitating the peace talks between the two
sides, those forces within Afghanistan could be suspected of killing Sami
which would lose power and influence in case the Taliban reconciled with
Kabul and join the political mainstream and given a share in state power
there. The infamous Afghan security establishment dominated by communist-era officials, who have been vehemently anti-Taliban and profoundly
against them being given a share in power, may have killed Maulana Sami.
It may be recalled that the Afghan security establishment’s anti-peace posture has been exposed on several occasions in the past. For instance,
soon after the first-ever, and rare, peace talks between Kabul and the Taliban in Murree in Pakistan, the Afghan National Directorate of Security
(NDS) had revealed the death of Taliban founder Mullah Omar and claimed
that he had died two years earlier. Later the news turned out to be correct,
but the Taliban termed it a stab in the back and consequently boycotted
the second round of talks. Since then, peace in Afghanistan has remained
a pipe-dream.
India traditionally has also not spared any opportunity to create unrest
in Pakistan. In fact, India has always been trying to make Pakistan believe
that the religious groups’ unchecked activities in Pakistan are a great threat
to the country and regional peace. Therefore, Indian intelligence agencies
could be suspected of killing Maulana Sami so, as earlier said, it could aggravate the unrest created by the TLP.
Maulana Sami was the head of the Pakistan Defense Council and had
also found the Afghan Defense Council after the occupation of Afghanistan
by US-led NATO forces in October 2001, dislodging the Afghan Taliban
regime. The Afghan Defense Council culminated into the alliance of religious parties in Pakistan then named the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA),
which contested the elections in 2002 as an alliance and won a record
number of more than 60 National Assembly seats and had an opportunity
of forming a government in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. However,
JUI-S although was instrumental in forming the MMA, was soon estranged
from the two leading parties, the JUI-F and the Jamaat-e-Islami. When the
MMA was revived before the 2018 elections, the JUI-S turned down requests from the JUI-F and the JI leadership to become part of the revived
MMA. Instead, he formed an alliance with the ruling PTI. However, the PTI
keeping in view the somewhat muddied credentials of Sami, distanced itself from him.
The killing of Maulana Sami may not have been of much consequence,
but it is powerful indictment of the law and order situation in the country.
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Agitation

Imran’s address to
the nation
Raza Khan

The speech delivered by Prime Minister Imran Khan after the commotion stirred
by a sectarian religious outfit after the verdict by the Supreme Court of Pakistan
(SCP) was brave and timely. Therefore, PM Khan received wide praise for his
extemporaneously delivered address to the nation on October 31. The contents
of the speech as well as its coming from the prime minister of Pakistan and a
politician like Imran Khan are so important because it reveals the policy direction
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government regarding countering religious
extremism in the country and ensuring human rights, particularly of religious minorities.
Prime Minister Khan’s address to the nation was quite timely as it was made
soon after widespread violence and fiery speeches by leaders of the Tehreeke-Labaik Pakistan (TLP), reacting to the acquittal of Asia Bibi, the alleged blasphemer of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW). PM Khan demonstrated
statesmanship qualities by choosing the timing, contents, diction and style of
address. The contents of the speech were succinct, the choice of words apt
and the style of address gave the impression of a concerned but committed
leader.PM Khan minced no words and unequivocally said that Pakistan was
founded "in the name of Islam" and the verdict given by the SC was in accordance with the Constitution, which was in line with the teachings of the Holy
Quran and Sunnah. Therefore, he castigated the language used by the leaders
of the TLP and certain other religious groups against SCP judges, the raising of
questions against the army chief's faith and the call for a rebellion amongst the
armed forces.
Thus, PM Khan conveyed a very strong impression to everyone of unity of
command in state institutions. PM Khan raised a very pertinent question by asking "Which government can function when people say to kill the judges, rebel
against the army chief?”
In a sense it was a rare show of leadership qualities by a democraticallyelected Pakistani head of government. As a head of government any prime minister ought to take responsibility of every action of the state and this what Mr.
Khan did. In the past we saw that even prime ministers with two-third majority
in the parliament could not adopt a firm stance on matters of key policies of the
state, specifically regarding allowing the level of freedom to religious groups.
PM Khan very rightly said during the speech: "It is my belief that the principles on which Pakistan was founded... if they are not adhered to Pakistan has
no future.” Obviously ensuring freedom to every citizen of Pakistan, including
religious minorities, to have access to justice and obtain it without discrimination
is the fundamental duty of the state. If these principles are not adhered to, then
there is not an iota of doubt that the existence of the state would be threatened.
The fact of the matter is that when the so-called religious groups demanded to
hang Asia Bibi for her alleged blasphemy without substantial proof, that is even
in conflict with the golden principles of Islam. What the radical minded clerics
wanted is not the adherence to the laws and principles of Shariah but to promote
their vested interests.
With sincerity, PM Khan demonstrated his love for the Prophet Muhammad
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(SAW) so that no one could have any doubt about his or his government’s intention. He said: "Our faith is incomplete if we don't love our Prophet [PBUH].”
This was really needed because elements such as the TLP and others always
question the religious credentials of rulers when a decision is taken that is not
to their satisfaction. He also clarified to the miscreants that Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) respect was more sacred to him than anything else; therefore, they must
not exploit the issue for their petty social and political interests.
Another very important aspect of PM Khan’s October 31 address to the nation was that he strongly countered those involved in challenging the writ of the
state and inflicting damages on the lives and properties of innocent citizens. "I
appeal to you, don't harm this country in order to [increase your] vote bank. . .
If you continue doing this... let me make it clear to you... the state will fulfill its
duty [and] protect people's properties and lives. . . We will not allow any vandalism [or] blockage of traffic.”
The highest point of the address was that when he said, "I appeal to you...
do not take the state to a point where it has no option but to take action." These
words cleared whatever misperception existed in the minds of anybody regarding the leadership qualities and the personal association of Mr. Khan with religious groups. It must be mentioned here that PM Khan has been dubbed by
his detractors in the foreign media as a Taliban apologist and thus labeled “Taliban Khan.” The only reason for that is that he once suggested having a dialogue
with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). His suggestion was opposed by the
entire government of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) but acted
upon by the then prime minister and Khan’s strongest political foe, Mian Nawaz
Sharif. The ensuing negotiations with the TTP led to the division of the TTP on
the basis of pro-and anti-negotiations elements. This was the beginning of the
end of the TTP. Unfortunately, hardly anyone has given credit to Imran Khan for
his sagacious suggestion. So the address to the nation would go a long way in
clearing the impression about PM Khan as being an apologist for the Taliban or
any other militant or terrorist group. This is not only good for the personality of
Mr. Khan and the PTI, but the government of Pakistan would dispel the impression in the world particularly the West, that there is a government in Pakistan
which is sympathetic to Islamist militant and terrorist groups. The benefits of dispelling such an impression would be extensive.
The wholesome repercussions of PM Khan speech were soon revealed, as
the majority of Pakistanis did not become part of the protest by a section of religio-political groups to denounce the SCP decision in the Asia Bibi blasphemy
case. Even the bitter political antagonists of Khan, specifically the Pakistan People’s Party co-chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, applauded him and assured
him of his party’s full support in this regard. The speech was received with such
praise even outside Pakistan that a known scholar, Michael Kugelman, a Pakistan expert at the Woodrow Wilson Centre for Scholars in Washington, remarked that Khan's speech "suggests that the state may finally be changing
course in terms of how it deals with these dangerous and destabilizing elements," while referring to religious groups.
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Finance

Saudi package to
the rescue
Muhammad Jahangir

Saudi Arabia is an all-weather friend and has once again come to Pakistan’s rescue. It has agreed to deposit 3 billion dollars for one year as balance of payment support, extended a 3 billion dollar deferred payment
facility for three years and confirmed interest in setting up an oil refinery in
Pakistan. Saudi Arabia has agreed to reduce visa fees for Pakistani workers as well.
The deferred oil facility up to 3 billion dollars implies that the import bill
would be that much less each year for the next three years. During fiscal
year July-June 2017-18 Pakistan imported oil worth approximately 14 billion dollars, which reflected a rise of over 60 percent with higher quantity
imports estimated at around 29 percent while the rest was attributed to a
rise in the international price of oil.
It may be recalled here that Saudi Arabia accounted for around 3 billion
dollars of imports last year or around a quarter of our oil import bill was
sourced to the kingdom. The agreement therefore indicates that Saudi Arabia would allow almost the entire oil import bill, at current price of oil, to be
deferred, a positive decision which in turn would, no doubt, reduce the
pressure on our foreign exchange reserves. The decision to allow 3 billion
dollar direct injection for balance of payment support would further reduce
the pressure on our scarce foreign exchange reserves that were recently
estimated by the State Bank of Pakistan at an appallingly low 8 billion dollars - less than two months of imports.
It may be recalled here that Saudi Arabia had provided financial support
to Pakistan soon after the latter conducted nuclear tests in May 1998, suffered an economic meltdown and faced US-led international economic
sanctions. Starting with oil supplies worth $1bn on deferred payments, Pakistan received $3.5bn support between 1998 and 2002.A major part of the
deferred oil facility was converted into a grant but then discontinued when
the leadership at the time volunteered its soft terms to the IMF to the Kingdom’s displeasure. Another “$1.5bn gift” from Riyadh was deposited to the
so-called Pakistan Development Fund in 2014 when the PML-N government was struggling to overcome yet another economic crisis. The funds
were subsequently shown as the government of Pakistan’s equity in two
major LNG-based power projects in Punjab.
As we know, Saudi Arabia is also the largest source of remittance inflows, though they declined to 308 million dollars last month compared to
465.6 million dollars the month before. However, July-September remittances from Saudi Arabia have been estimated at 1.26 billion dollars compared to 1.2 billion dollars in the comparable period of the year before.
Pakistan's immediate foreign exchange needs were conservatively estimated at around 12 billion dollars; thus the recent visit by Prime Minister
Imran Khan to Saudi Arabia has halved this requirement, i.e., by 6 billion
dollars. In this context, it is important to remember that the Saudi assistance is not a grant and has to be repaid and is limited to this year - 3 billion
dollars after one year; and 3 billion dollars in deferred facility would have
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to be cleared before a fresh 3 billion dollar deferred oil facility may be used.
It is expected that the UAE may also follow suit, being a major source
of oil imports and remittance inflows for Pakistan. China with more than 3
trillion dollar foreign exchange reserves may opt to meet the remaining
shortfall in our foreign exchange reserves subsequent to the warning by
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo that the US would not support IMF
extending a bailout package to Pakistan.
There is another dimension to the ever warm Pak-Saudi ties. Linking
Gwadar with Oman through an under-the-sea tunnel or bridge could be
a major future project involving billions of dollars, given Riyadh’s desire
to diversify trade routes, including for oil supplies, because of its tension
with Qatar and Iran. It has been considering two options — a bridge or
tunnel of about 40km to link Gwadar with Muscat and Oman at the mouth
of the Strait of Hormuz and connecting its industrial city of Jazan with
Eritrea’s Massawa region through a 440km-long tunnel across the Red
Sea. The land route between Muscat and Jazan port is around 2,200km
long at present.
Despite critics’ remarks, experts are agreed that Pakistan had to borrow
to pay off massive loans incurred during the past five years and shore up
its dangerously low foreign exchange reserves. That the government has
managed to do so at minimal cost without any prohibitive conditionalities
as well as in terms of the rate of interest charged on the loans goes to its
credit. However, the government would need to formulate and implement
economic policies that are politically extremely challenging as well as economically sound. Going forward, PTI’s economic team should formulate
short and long term policies to make the best of the Saudi largesse, especially through projects and plans to jump-start the economy and bring relief
to the common man. PTI government has done well so far but it needs to
do better in the future.
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Education

Any real hope
in Sindh?
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Education has long been the most neglected sector in the Sindh province
of Pakistan. The largest number of ghost teachers and ghost schools has
always been reported in this province. Hundreds of media reports have
shown conversion of school buildings into cattle pens or autaaqs (meeting
place for men) of waderas all across rural Sindh. Despite continuity of rule
by one party, the Pakistan People’s Party, for over a decade, no consistency has ever been witnessed as far as education policy is concerned.
However, the Chief Minister’s House in Karachi witnessed a pleasant
surprise on November 2, 2018, when the chief executive of the province,
Syed Murad Ali Shah, chaired a meeting exclusively on education. He directed the education department to update school curriculum and textbooks in the province to align them with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), set by the United Nations for 2030. The SDG-4 stresses
“Ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all”.
The chief minister must have been informed by the meeting participants
that his province still houses 6,413,227 (6.413 million) out-of-school children, and 3,383,270 (3.383 million) of them are girls. He must have been
apprised of the plan as to how the gigantic task of bringing them all to
school would be met. The national press does not provide details whether
the provincial chief executive was told about the gravity of the situation,
and to what extent. However, Syed Sardar Ali Shah, the Sindh education
minister, has some data and details to share with Cutting Edge.
He says that a comprehensive policy has been evolved to open new
schools, upgrade the existing ones, launch a campaign to enrol all schoolage children in schools, provide missing facilities in government-run educational institutions and appoint adequate in number and competent
teachers to schools to provide quality education to children.
The minister says that in the first phase, 483 primary schools have
been upgraded as middle and high standard schools, while buildings of
185 existing primary and secondary schools have been reconstructed.
Also, 214 schools without shelter have been provided with new buildings
and three new schools in Ghotki, Tando Adam and Umerkot have been
established. He claimed that 2,632 deserted schools would be made functional by June 30, 2019.
Mr. Shah states that the provincial government has signed various
agreements with foreign governments to fulfil the dream of providing quality education to children. Forty-three state-of-the-art high schools have
been constructed under the USAID-funded Sindh Basic Education Programme, and 20 of them have been handed over to private parties, under
the public-private partnership mode. Also, with the assistance of the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (Jica), 45 primary or middle schools
have been constructed in remote areas of the province.
One of the major reasons deterring students, especially females, is
lacking facilities in schools. The minister’s attention was drawn to the findings of the World Bank report regarding the percentage of schools with
basic facilities. According to the report, Punjab tops the list with 93 per-
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centage points, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 44, Balochistan 26 percent, and
Sindh with 23 percentage lags far behind all other provinces.
Sindh Education Department’s wing, the Reform Support Unit’s (RSU’s)
own report also endorses the gloomy picture painted by the World Bank.
According to figures given by the RSU, the total number of schools in
Sindh is 42,383. Out of this total, 16,359 schools lack boundary walls, while
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15,478 schools don’t have washrooms. Whereas, 18,128 schools are deprived of clean drinking water and 23,235 schools do not have electricity.
Reportedly, there are 2,010 secondary and higher secondary schools
and almost all of them do not have science and computer laboratories.
Moreover, over five thousands schools buildings are said to be in crumbling conditions.
Minister Sardar Ali Shah was quick to update Cutting Edge on the topic.
He said that work had been launched to provide missing facilities, such as
boundary walls, washrooms, drinking water and furniture, to 4,206 schools
that had a high enrolment of students.
The minister also admitted the dearth of post-primary schools, missing
facilities in 9,839 schools, existence of 17,701 schools with single teachers
and 4,910 schools without shelter as major reasons behind a large number
of dropout children in the province. However, he shared the good news
that the 5,517 schools, which served as polling stations during the 2018
general elections, had been provided with missing facilities. As many as
1,366 schools in the province, which did not have the facility of clean drinking water earlier, had now been provided the facility, added the minister.
The minister admitted that despite having spent a development budget
of Rs. 73 billion on public sector schools in the last 10 years in the
province, the educational institutions still lack the basic facilities. He
claimed that the government made heavy investment in school education
during the last five years. A total of Rs102 billion were spent on the school
education in the fiscal year 2014-15, Rs125 billion in 2015-16, Rs110 billion
in 2016-17 and Rs122 billion in 2017-18.
Citing official figure, the minister said the government was spending
around Rs2,515 per child, adding that he was expecting good results of
the huge investment in the education sector. Sardar Shah highlighted another initiative of his party’s government under which 340,000 girl students
would be provided a stipend of Rs3,500 each.
"We are providing free textbooks and even don't charge examination
fees," the minister claimed, adding that over 30,000 teachers had been
hired during the last 10 years on merit and 957 headmasters were re-
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Minister Sardar Ali Shah was
quick to update Cutting Edge
on the topic. He said that work
had been launched to provide
missing facilities, such as boundary walls, washrooms, drinking
water and furniture, to 4,206
schools that had a high enrolment of students
cruited through the Institute of Business Administration (IBA). Some
40,000 teachers were trained through on in-service programme, he added.
The education minister believes that miscalculated priorities were yet
another hurdle in development of the education sector. “Now the education
department is conducting viability assessment of 15,214 schools with low
or no enrolment of students and 15,000 schools with medium enrolment
in order to ascertain the required number of schools and ensure that financial resources are invested in the right place.”
He said that during the November 2 meeting, approval was given to the
High Priority School Infrastructure Project, under which 2,632 schools would
be renovated by June 2019 in the first phase, while 1,928 would be renovated
in the second phase. As many as 870 schools would be rehabilitated by end
of the next year and another 4,685 would be rehabilitated by June 2022.
The Sindh chief minister must have chalked out some strategy for improving education standards and providing quality education to students
in government schools. However, till date the provincial education scene
presents a gloomy picture.
An education initiative, Annual Status of Education Report (ASER), findings reveal staggering student
deficiencies in learning English, Arithmetic, and Language. 63 percent of the
children from class V cannot read a
class II level story text in Urdu and
Sindhi. In English, only 19 percent of
the surveyed class V students could
read sentences, which should ideally be
read by students from the second
grade. Arithmetic learning levels also
have gone down where only 24 percent
of class V children could do a two-digit
division, something that is expected in
the second grade curriculum.
On the other hand, the report released by Alif Ailaan titled Pakistan District Education Rankings 2017, places
Punjab at the top, and the Sindh
province at number seven in the education scores for the provinces, leaving
only the Federally Administered Areas
(FATA) behind. The minister admits that
primary education is the foundation of
schooling and if the base is not firmly
established, it will negatively impact
later educational engagements i.e. middle and secondary, etc.
In response to all these appalling
facts and figures, Sardar Ali Shah’s answer was banal: “Young party Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and youthful
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah have decided to bring about an
education revolution in the province. It’s
a matter of a few years now that the education scene in the province will totally
change.”
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Conflict

Pakistan’s Afghan
challenge
Dr. Qaisar Rashid

A myriad accidents impinges on already tenuous bilateral ties between Pakistan and Afghanistan – two neighbours tied to each other geographically. History might be a shared account between them but the present overwhelms
the past and deprecates the shared geography fraught with carnage. Pakistan
is considered the source of ills of Afghanistan and vice versa. The recriminating trend designates that Pak-Afghan bilateral ties are neither static nor stable:
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the ties are roving in want of stability and strength.
Certain recent developments indicate a worsening of Pak-Afghan relations.
On 18 October, 2018, Zabihullah Abu Dajana, an Afghan Taliban implanted
as the Kandahar governor’s bodyguard, shot at and assassinated the provincial Police Chief General Abdul Raziq Achakzai and the Intelligence Chief
Abdul Momin in the governor’s compound. Raziq was notorious for inflicting
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brutal torture on the interned Afghan Taliban in Kandahar, a southern province
of Afghanistan, bordering Pakistan. Last year, Human Rights Watch had declared him Kandahar’s “torturer-in-chief”, the nomination falling on deaf ears
of the US authorities. Certainly, brutality reigned over Afghanistan: the police’s
barbarism matching the savagery of the Afghan Taliban. There stood no difference in savagery between a Taliban and an anti-Taliban, under the nose of
the US-NATO forces championing the cause of democracy in Afghanistan.
Raziq also ran private detention centers and dungeons to torture the captured Afghan Taliban prisoners into revealing information in the hope of restoring peace and order in Kandahar. US-NATO officers knew fully well the way
Raziq was policing the province. The paradox in the pro-democratic and
human rights claims of the US-NATO forces and the plight of the captives on
the ground – blatantly abusing the same democratic ideals and human rights’
beliefs – belied the efforts US and European governments were investing in
Afghanistan. The US-Europe duo forgot the lessons distilled from the Abu
Ghraib Jail in Iraq: torture in custody begets torture in the streets, though the
actors may be different. Torture on captives is counterproductive and it engenders its own target-victim equation. Iraqi’s jail plight in 2004 played a key
role, subsequently, in the creation of the militant organization known today as
Daesh. One can visualize the replication of Daesh in Afghanistan.
An Afghan was torturing fellow Afghans unto disability and death. The practice blurred the difference between a Taliban and an anti-Taliban. The torture
was not the only affliction the accompanying humiliation, for example engendered by smashing testicles was worse than other torment. Ostensibly, Abu
Dajana took Raziq as his prime target, whether or not the assassination was
to sabotage the ongoing election process. Nevertheless, in the murder spree,
on the visit and accompanying Raziq, US General Scott Miller (the commander of US-NATO command in Afghanistan) escaped unhurt owing to his
body armor. Miller could have been the victim but he escaped the reprisal for
the crimes committed by Raziq. The overall scenario in Afghanistan demonstrates that the internecine war has cancelled the virtue of compassion, even
as an option to win over the hearts and minds of prisoners to their side.
Reportedly, Abu Dajana, an Afghan Taliban in disguise of a bodyguard, was
in touch telephonically with the Taliban residing in Chaman, Pakistan. This is how,
inadvertently though, Pakistan got linked to the occurrences in Afghanistan. According to Kabul, the linkage bears the mark of a conspiracy hatched on Pakistan’s soil to sabotage the Kabul regime. Immediately after the incident, US
Secretary of State Michael Pompeo threatened Pakistan with dire consequences
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if it did not take action against the Afghan Taliban residing in its land. Pakistan is
demonized as the perpetrator of troubles in Afghanistan overlooking the fact that
the “torturer in chief” was not the label ascribed to the late Raziq by Pakistan.
That Pakistan should take action against the Afghan Taliban who have
taken refuge on its soil, is a long-standing American demand. Nevertheless,
the US authorities should also explain the reasons for giving Raziq a licence
to torment and debase Afghan Taliban in the name of restoring order in Kandahar. The US authorities were guilty of looking the other way and consequently perpetuating atrocities against the captured. The swift ascent of Raziq
from a mere border security soldier around 2001 to the post of a provincial
police chief because of his sheer brutality spoke volumes for the criterion employed in Afghanistan to ingratiate oneself with the ruling regime, whether native or foreign. The same benchmark is the bane of peace in Afghanistan. The
US should not blame Pakistan for its own blunders in Afghanistan.
In the Middle East, Qatar has been playing an important role in helping the
warring parties to bridge the gap. Qatar permitted the opening of an Afghan
Taliban’s political office on its land to facilitate talks between US authorities
and Afghan Taliban. In May 2014, Qatar brokered a deal helping the US successfully end the five-year detention of US Army Sergeant Bowe Bergdahl
captured by the Afghan Taliban in 2009, in exchange for five Afghan detainees
languishing in Guantanamo Bay. These detainees were transferred to Qatar,
a guarantor. Similarly, on the entreaty of Qatar, on 24 October, 2018, Pakistan
released Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar from its custody where he had been
confined since his capture on 8 February, 2010. Baradar was the co-founder
of the Taliban movement in 1994 and a deputy to the late Taliban commander
Mullah Omar from 1996 to 2001. His was a prized detention at the behest of
the CIA. Later on, Pakistan cashed in on the prize in multiple ways.
In Doha, the efforts are underway to get a negotiated settlement of the
Afghanistan question. Afghan Taliban have nominated the five ex-Guantanamo detainees their representative to negotiate some settlement with US
authorities. Their appointment means that Afghan Taliban are inflexible in giving any space to their counterparts and the formula of negotiations is fraught
with the seeds of miscarriage right from the start. Pakistan did not advise the
Afghan Taliban to nominate them and consequently frustrate the prospects of
any successful settlement.
The point is simple: both US authorities and Afghan Taliban have been
committing their share of mistakes and both should be ready to face the consequences without laying the blame of any failure on Pakistan.
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Extremism

Rising of the
radical Right
Faheem Amir

The Supreme Court has made history in Pakistan by acquitting Asia Bibi,
a poor Christian woman, of blasphemy charges. The apex court’s judges
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Mian Saqib Nisar, Justice Asif Saeed
Khosa and Justice Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel have shown an exemplary
courage and matchless integrity by upholding justice in the Asia Bibi’s
case.
After the apex court’s decision, extremists, including the TLP (Tehreek
Labbaik Pakistan) members, started protests across the country. The
protests were violent in nature. The protesters damaged many government
properties, burnt cars, buses, trucks and motorcycles, and looted many
shops. The leadership of the TLP have also threatened and spoken
against the judiciary, the army and the government. One of the leading
clerics has even urged the staff of the judges to kill them. They have also
tried to incite a revolt in the army by instigating other generals to step in
against the Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa. They have also termed
Prime Minister Imran Khan as a Jewish agent and demanded for the removal of his government. As verbal assaults and protests grew in intensity,
Prime Minister Imran Khan appeared on the PTV and pledged that he
would take every action for upholding the rule of law and protecting the
writ of the state.
But, instead of taking any stern action against the protesters to end
road blockades and violence, the government surrendered and entered
into an agreement with the TLP, assuring the protestors, “the government
would not object to the review petition filed against the acquittal of the
Christian woman and would initiate a legal process to place her name on
the ECL. The government would initiate legal action against those who
were involved in killing civilians and injuring law enforcement personnel
during the countrywide protests, but release others arrested on October
30 and afterwards. On the other hand, the TLP only tendered an apology
to those who faced problems because of its protests, sit-ins and road
blockades”.
Following the agreement, TLP leaders Pir Afzal Qadri and Allama
Khadim Hussain Rizvi addressed a press conference in Lahore. Mr. Qadri
said the Supreme Court would form a full bench without the three judges,
who had issued the October, 30 verdict in the blasphemy case, and review
the decision which was “rejected by the whole nation”. “This is for the first
time that the whole country came to a grinding halt following a Supreme
Court decision,” he said, claiming that many of the SC judges had also
disputed the judgement.
Referring to an apprehension that Aasia Bibi has been sent abroad, Mr
Qadri said that “a war would immediately begin in the country and there
(would be) a call for a revolution”. “We have also made it clear to the government party that all protesters will come back to their protesting positions, if there will be any mistake,” he warned. [As it happens, Asia Bibi
and her family have been flown out to the Netherlands. Ed]
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Khadim Rizvi said all the arrested protesters, including those implicated
in cases, would be immediately released. “We know how to respond if the
government tried to victimise any of the arrested protesters. All protesters
were defending Namoos-i-Risalat,” he said.
These threatening statements from the TLP leaders and new developments manifest the following:
1: Religious extremists have become very powerful. The extremists
have forced the state twice to accept their demands in less than a year.
Bibi's lawyer Saiful Mulook has already left the country. Extremists have
already killed many people like the Punjab governor Salmaan Taseer, Pakistan’s religious minorities minister, Shahbaz Bhatti in 2011 on allegations
of committing blasphemy. A TLP supporter tried to kill Ahsan Iqbal, former
interior minister in the PML-N's government in Narowal. An extremist also
attacked Nawaz Sharif, former PM, with a shoe at the Jamia Naeemia in
Lahore. The apex court’s verdict also discusses the blasphemy issue. It
reads: "another aspect of the matter", which is that "sometimes, to fulfil
nefarious designs, the law is misused by individuals levelling false allegations of blasphemy". It says 62 people have been killed for blasphemy
since 1990 "even before their trial could be conducted in accordance with
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the law", and mentions the lynching of Mashal Khan at Mardan University
as the latest example.
2: There is no doubt that the establishment and politicians have played
their role in making religious fanatics and extremists powerful just to protect
their own partisan interests. But, now, the TLP, from the Barelivi sect, has
entered as a formidable religious and political force. In the 2018 elections,
the TLP emerged as the fifth largest party in the country, bagging more
than two million votes and winning two seats in the Sindh assembly. After
the hanging of Mumtaz Qadri, who killed Punjab Governor Salman Taseer
in 2011, the TLP gained popularity in Pakistan. Qadri is considered as a
hero and saint in the eyes of the TLP followers. After Qadri's death, a mausoleum has been built over his grave where people come to pray and make
offerings. The TLP is, now, posing a colossal challenge for the state because the group has strong and extensive street power which can block
roads and disrupt life across the country with celerity. Once, the MQM commanded such massive street power in the 1990s in Karachi.
3: After the agreement with the TLP, the PTI government looks divided
on the issue. It does not have any cohesive strategy to tackle rising extremism. The ministers have different viewpoints regarding this burning
issue. Shereen Mazari, the minister for human rights, posted on Twitter
that "appeasement of bigotry was not the right course". Fawad Chaudhary,
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the minister for information, said that the agreement was fire fighting and
FIRs have been registered against those clerics who issued fatwas on
judges and abused the military. The Punjab government's ministers have
a different approach to the issue.
4: It sounds good that the PTI government has avoided bloodshed by
finding other ways to de-escalate the situation. At the same time, the writ
of the state should be established. Those who have openly declared
judges of the highest court as wajib-ul-qatl (worthy of murder) and incite
mutiny within the ranks of the army should be dealt with an iron hand. The
PTI government has already arrested many people who have indulged in
violent protests. It must not allow the leaders and members of the TLP to
keep the country hostage.
5: The TLP is now openly challenging the establishment. So, the establishment which has distributed money among the group members in
2017 should stop helping and supporting these groups. The state and its
institutions are very sacred. Those who try to weaken and damage them
must be prosecuted as per the law immediately.
6: The registration of FIRs against “miscreants” is meaningless without
taking practical and legal steps against them. The government should ensure speedy trials and effective prosecution of these cases, if it wants to
give a strong and clear message that breaking the law is a serious crime.
7: After the arrest of numerous workers, the TLP
is threatening the government again. There is every
possibility that the TLP will start its protests again.
Moreover, the MMA is also holding gatherings against
the government and the verdict. Unfortunately, the
MMA is again using religious card to preserve its political interests. The government should form an effective plan to tackle such impending eventualities
peacefully.
8: Pakistan, unfortunately, is facing a rapid increase in extremism, which is threatening the stability
of the country. The ruling elite, including politicians,
the army, the judiciary, religious leaders, should implement NAP fully and respect the verdict of the apex
court earnestly, if it wants to halt extremism in the society and turn Pakistan into a genuinely democratic
and moderate country.
If it happens, that would be tabdeeli. Otherwise,
the dark scenes of violence and open threats to the
judiciary and the army clearly indicate an unstable future for the country.
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Your View
Yemen forgotten

Khashoggi’s murder
JAMAL Khashoggi, a US resident and a Washington Post columnist was

I AM surprised that the killing of Jamal Khashoggi is getting

brutally murdered inside the Saudi Arabian consulate in Istanbul. He was

so much media attention while millions of Yemenis are suf-

a prominent critic of King Salman’s son, Crown Prince Mohammad bin

fering. The war in Yemen has entered its fourth year.

Salman. He went missing after entering the Saudi consulate on October 2

The campaign led by the Saudi and Emirati-coalition backed

to obtain documents for his marriage to a Turkish national. The Saudi

by the US and UK against the innocent Yemenis has seen

government first said that Khashoggi left the consulate but after mounting

more than 18,000 air strikes since 2015. The attacks have

world pressure accepted that he was killed after a physical altercation

devastated Yemen, which is already one of the poorest

with the Saudi staff at the consulate. According to a Turkish newspaper,

countries in the Middle East.

Khashoggi’s torturers cut off his fingers during interrogation and later be-

One-third of the raids have targeted non-military sites. More

headed and dismembered his body. The United Nations secretary-gen-

than 10,000 Yemenis have been killed while 50,000 report-

eral should take notice of this murder and call the meeting of the Security

edly died owing to famine. At least 1,600 schools have been

Council and impose tough sanctions against the Saudi government. The

destroyed. More than four million children are not in

matter should also be taken to the International Court of Justice for this

schools.

act of international terrorism, and the perpetrators of this heinous crime

The United Nations estimates that more than 80 per cent of

should be punished. Are these diplomatic missions or slaughter houses?

the Yemeni population needs humanitarian aid. Two-thirds

Dr. Khurrum Fiazuddin
Karachi

of the Yemeni population does not have access to safe
drinking water. One person is dying every hour from cholera,
a treatable disease.
Yemen’s humanitarian crisis deserves more attention from

Concept of diyat

the world. The UN has been shamefully silent. It is unlikely
that the UN will do anything to remedy the situation, but I

DIYAT in Islamic law is the financial compensation paid to the victim

would like to be proved wrong about that.

or legal heirs of the victim in the case of murder or bodily harm or

Dr. Jamshed Hussain

property damage. It is an alternative punishment for qisas. In many

Peshawar

cases hardened criminals are being pardoned by the family members
of the deceased person on account of diyat which is according to the
injunctions of Islam. The case of Raymond Davis, an American national, is not very old and can be quoted in context. The man opened
fire in public and murdered two persons in cold blood. This incident
was widely reported and discussed in the media. Davis eventually left
the country after paying diyat to the victims’ families. My question: if
diyat was acceptable from a Caucasian living in the West, why cannot
the same, be accepted in the case of Shahrukh Jatoi? Our ulema
should enlighten the people about the diyat process.
Noushaba Haque Solangi
Karachi

Black Cube
LAST February, Black Cube, an extension of Israeli intelligence agency Mossad, shifted to luxurious Bank Discount
Tower on Yehuda HaLevy Street and Herzl Boulevard in Tel
Aviv. It keeps changing its location.
It is linked to Donald Trump’s “echo chamber” memo against
Barack Obama aides. To help Trump, it chased some members of the Obama administration.
Black Cube prepared a ‘map’ of its targets, detailing their occupational history, residences, parents, siblings, spouses,
children and hobbies. The purpose is to identify vulnerabili-

Saudi aid

ties of targets that could help “cultivate” them.
Black Cube digs through data mines like Facebook,

AFTER Prime Minister Imran Khan’s second visit to Saudi Arabia, we

LinkedIn, etc. It specialises in scrutinising banking transac-

were informed by the government that Saudi Arabia had agreed to deposit

tions like Iranian, Saudi, and Pakistani international transac-

$3billion with the State Bank of Pakistan. It has been more than a week

tions.

since that statement was made, but to date we do not see this reflected in

Sometimes it is hired by dictators to identify and hunt down

the foreign exchange reserves published by the SBP. For some reason

dissidents. It tipped Trump that China was eavesdropping his

foreign exchange reserves have not been updated on the SBPs website

telephonic conversations. Let Pakistan beware of Black

since 19th October 2018. Have the Saudis changed their mind?

Cubes in our society.
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Fossils hint hominids migrated through
a “green” Arabia 300,000 years ago

Eggs evolved color and speckles only
once — during the age of dinosaurs

Bruce Bower

Carolyn Gramling

Although now characterized by inhospitable
deserts, the Arabian
Peninsula was a green
hot spot for migrating
members
of
the
human genus, Homo,
at least 300,000 years
ago, scientists say.
Stone tools found among fossils of antelopes, elephants and other animals
at Saudi Arabia’s Ti’s al Ghadah site date to between 300,000 and 500,000
years ago, archaeologist Patrick Roberts and his colleagues say. At that time,
the site was located in a grassy, vegetated region that enjoyed regular rains,
the researchers report. The new finds support the idea that the Arabian
Peninsula had a climate friendly to either Homo sapiens or another Homo
species that journeyed out of Africa a few hundred thousand years ago, say
Roberts, of the Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History in
Jena, Germany, and his team.
Homo sapiens originated in Africa roughly 300,000 years ago. Traditionally,
scientists have estimated that human migrations out of Africa began about
60,000 years ago. But recent finds on the Arabian Peninsula, including a
human finger fossil from at least 86,000 years ago, have indicated that these
dispersals began much earlier. Probable butchery marks on two animal fossils found at Ti’s al Ghadah indicate that hunting occurred there, the researchers say. And analyses of diet-related chemicals in 21 animal teeth
unearthed at the Saudi site point to an ancient environment similar to modern-day grassy savannas in East Africa. Forms of carbon in the teeth reflected a grassy menu, and forms of oxygen indicated that the animals had
regularly drunk water from ponds or other sources fed by rainfall.
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The colorful, speckled
eggs of modern birds are
an innovation inherited
from their nonavian dinosaur ancestors.
A new analysis of the pigmentation in modern and
fossilized eggshells suggests that eggs evolved to be colorful only once — in modern birds’ dinosaur ancestors, a team of vertebrate paleontologists report. Color
patterns found in the eggshells of theropod dinosaurs, a lineage that includes Tyrannosaurus rex and smaller winged dinosaurs such as Microraptor, were very similar to those of modern birds, says Jasmina Wiemann,
of Yale University.
Scientists once thought only birds produced colorful eggshells, says coauthor Mark Norell of the American Museum of Natural History in New York
City. But a growing body of literature suggests that many traits once thought
to be unique to birds — feathers, flight, brain organization and adaptive
metabolisms needed for flight — evolved long before modern birds did. “It’s
kind of blurring the line between what’s a bird and what’s a (nonavian) dinosaur,” Norell says.
Bird eggs get their color from two pigments: a red-brown pigment called
protoporphyrin, which creates speckles and is found only in an eggshell’s
soft, outer cuticle layer; and a blue-green pigment called biliverdin, found
in the deeper, crunchier part of the shell. In 2015, Wiemann and her colleagues reported that fossilized eggshells of Heyuannia huangi, a shortbeaked, crested dinosaur that lived about 70 million years ago, contained
traces of both pigments.
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Health

Could the appendix be key to Parkinson's disease?
Alan Mozes
Long belittled as inconsequential, the appendix is hardly the rock star of
body organs. But its reputation may get a boost from new research that
suggests that removing it may lower the risk for Parkinson's disease.
The finding follows an analysis that examined how appendix removal surgery (appendectomy) affected Parkinson's risk among 1.6 million Swedish
residents. The study couldn't prove cause and effect, but it found that appendectomy lowered Parkinson's risk by roughly 20 percent. "This is a tissue that most people consider to be a useless organ. It's attached to the
large intestine, and it's removed as a very common surgical practice," said
study author Viviane Labrie. She's a neuroscientist with the Center for Neurodegenerative Science at the Van Andel Research Institute in Grand
Rapids, Mich. The new findings suggest, "that the appendix may be a tissue site that plays a role in the initiation of Parkinson's disease," she said.
Why? "The hallmark pathology of Parkinson's disease in the brain is Lewy
bodies, which is characterized by a clumped form of a protein called alphasynuclein," Labrie explained. What's more, clumps of this protein are found
in the intestinal tract and are "present in the appendixes of all of us," sometimes years before Parkinson's symptoms arise, she said. So, "we think
that if in rare events (such protein clumps) were to escape the appendix
and enter the brain, this could lead to Parkinson's disease." How? Simply
by traveling up the nerve that connects the intestinal tract directly to the
brain, Labrie said.
Parkinson's attacks the nervous system and results in a progressive loss of

both motor function and many non-motor functions. Common among the
complications of Parkinson's is the onset of gastrointestinal dysfunction -including constipation -- which can actually precede mobility loss by as much
as 20 years. This signaled a potential link between Parkinson's onset and
the appendix, the researchers explained. To investigate, researchers pored
over data previously collected by the Swedish National Patient Registry. The
registry is unique because since 1964 it has maintained a full record of diagnoses and surgeries for a huge swath of the Swedish patient pool.
Of the 1.6 million covered patients, more than 550,000 had undergone an
appendectomy. After following Parkinson's incidence for up to 52 years
post-surgery, investigators found that Parkinson's was ultimately diagnosed in 1.2 out of every 1,000 appendectomy patients, compared to a
risk of 1.4 out of every 1,000 people in the general Swedish population.
That meant that Parkinson's risk had dropped by 19.3 percent among
those who had had their appendix removed.

In diabetes, going vegan may boost mood, too
Dennis Thompson
Diabetes is a formidable foe that can tax the bodies and the spirits of
people diagnosed with the blood sugar disease. But a plant-based diet
may help boost the physical and the mental health of unhappy people
with type 2 diabetes, a new evidence review reports.
Diabetics who switched to a plant-based diet tended to experience a significant improvement in their emotional well-being, according to the combined findings from 11 prior studies. The researchers behind the review
believe this is because a plant-based diet helped them better control their
diabetes. "They feel more in control of their health, and therefore their
mood and overall well-being improves," said study lead author Anastasios Toumpanakis. He is a doctoral candidate with the University of London, in England. Diet is central to the control of type 2 diabetes, which
affects more than 30 million people in the United States, the researchers
said in background notes.
Vegan diets eliminate all animal products from your food, including eggs
and dairy, said Rahaf Al Bochi, a registered dietitian nutritionist and
spokeswoman for the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. For their evidence review, Toumpanakis and his colleagues collected data on 433
participants in 11 different clinical trials. Of those trials, eight involved
fully vegan diets, while the remainder were vegetarian. The trials lasted
an average 23 weeks. People eating plant-based diets experienced an
improvement in their physical health and better control of their diabetes,
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the findings showed. "These studies demonstrated that this eating pattern
helped them to better control their serum glucose (blood sugar) levels,
as well as improve their lipid and cholesterol levels," Toumpanakis said.
People eating the plant-based diets also experienced a marked easing
of their diabetes-related nerve pain, with the results suggesting that such
an eating plan might slow progressive nerve damage associated with diabetes, the researchers said. In six of the studies, patients were able to
cut down or discontinue drugs they were taking either for their diabetes
or for symptoms of diabetes. The studies also found that people experienced improved psychological well-being. Depression levels dropped,
while overall quality of life improved.
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Bohemian Rhapsody

Mirai

Olly Richards

David Parkinson

For all its behindthe-scenes drama
and scandal, with
original
director
Bryan Singer removed from the production (although
still credited) and
replaced by Dexter
Fletcher very far into filming, Bohemian Rhapsody is a safe, competent, decidedly non-scandalous biopic. It treats the life of Freddie Mercury with cautious affection, happy to play within the rules when
depicting a man who did anything but.
This is the story of Queen more than it is of its frontman. It begins in
1970 with Freddie (Rami Malek), a flamboyant youth with a mouth full
of too many teeth and too many notes, meeting Smile, a beige rock
band that would become Queen through the power of Mercury’s
charisma. It ends with Queen’s performance at Live Aid in 1985. The
Freddie Mercury story would carry on for another six, very important
years, but Bohemian Rhapsody is content to leave those to a brief,
written pre-credits summary. The inherent problem there is that while
the story of Freddie Mercury is fascinating and deeply moving,
Queen’s road to glory is relatively free of bump. The two tales do not
demand equal balance. Anthony McCarten’s script struggles to inject
much drama into Queen’s rise, which progresses smoothly from student gigs to sold-out stadiums in just a few years. It’s a cheerful trip
through the hits, yet dramatically not very rich.

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms
Helen O'hara
Here's a film genetically engineered to appeal to the
seven-year-old
wannabe
princess inside us all. So
bathed in glitter and sparkle
and candy it should come
with a sugar warning, this
has so much to dazzle the
eye that you may need to stare at a nice white wall afterwards to recalibrate. But underneath the tulle there's a surprisingly coherent
story, and some good character actors to add a little emotional depth.
Our setting is a vision of Victorian London usually confined to a better
class of Christmas card, full of glowing, candle-lit trees and absolutely
no poverty. Our heroine Clara (Foy, a mini Anne Hathaway) is a refreshingly science-minded young lady who's mourning her mother
and lashing out at her heartbroken father (Matthew Macfadyen, doing
a lot with very little). Searching for the key to her mother’s legacy in
her eccentric godfather’s (Morgan Freeman) house, she stumbles
into a Narnia-resembling fantasy world of winter. There, she’s drawn
into a conflict between the terrifying Mother Ginger (Mirren) and the
saccharine Sugar Plum (Knightley) with only a plucky Nutcracker,
Captain Phillip (likeable newcomer Fowora-Knight) to help.
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With The Girl Who Leapt
Through Time, Summer
Wars, Wolf Children and
The Boy And The Beast,
founder of Studio Chizu,
writer-director
Mamoru
Hosoda, has become associated with spectacular
fantasies. But a unifying theme across Hosoda's diverse features has
been the importance of family. It’s the case again here, as he draws
on his own experiences as a father for this delightful account of a small
boy's passage from spoilt only child to doting brother.
Essentially, this is a toddler equivalent of A Christmas Carol, as Kun
is transported into various scenarios that give him a better understanding of his role within a family that has just expanded with the arrival of
his sister, Mirai (whose name means “the future”). In each case, the
vision begins in the enclosed courtyard of the house designed by
Kun's architect father and, with each jaunt through space and time,
the adventures become more epic in scale.
They also shift in tone, with an amusing encounter with Yukko the
dachshund (assuming the form of a ball-chasing prince to explain his
frustration when he slipped down the pecking order after Kun was
born) contrasting with a terrifying ordeal in a Tokyo railway station that
segues into an emotional journey through the family annals.

The Girl in the Spider's Web
Alex Godfrey
Lisbeth Salander can handle a
lot. She’s been to hell and back,
and attacks without prejudice.
But now, the ever-mutating
righter of wrongs, currently
wearing a Claire Foy skin mask,
is up against something that
may well crush her: a franchise.

The Girl in the Spider’s Web is very much the further adventures of Lisbeth Salander, adapted from the 2015 book written by David Lagercrantz
following original author Stieg Larsson’s death. The previous cinematic
takes on her misadventures — the original Swedish trilogy, a classical
crime thriller starring Noomi Rapace, and 2011’s sublimely cold David
Fincher piece, starring Rooney Mara — were completely different interpretations with distinctive character. Fede Álvarez, who lent horrific atmospherics to the 2013 Evil Dead remake and directed 2016’s
claustrophobic Don’t Breathe has again left-turned. Yet so much of what
unfolds is nothing new. Criminally, at Lisbeth’s expense, it’s played safe.
From the start of the prologue, which introduces us to the young Lisbeth,
her sister and their abusive father, you feel the myth-building, and with
the very Bond titles that pipe up, everything screams epic. The subsequent Lisbeth scene follows suit, and as soon as we see a terrible man
behaving terribly, you know exactly how it’s going to play out.
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Making the Arab World: Nasser, Qutb,
and the Clash that Shaped the Middle East
Fawaz a. Gerges
How the conflict between political Islamists
and secular nationalists has shaped the history of the modern Middle East In 2013, just
two years after the popular overthrow of
Hosni Mubarak, the Egyptian military ousted
the country's first democratically elected
president--Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim
Brotherhood--and subsequently led a brutal
repression of the Islamist group. These
bloody events echoed an older political rift
in Egypt and the Middle East: the splitting of
nationalists and Islamists during the rule of
Egyptian president and Arab nationalist
leader Gamal Abdel Nasser. In Making the
Arab World, Fawaz Gerges, one of the world's leading authorities on the
Middle East, tells how the clash between pan-Arab nationalism and panIslamism has shaped the history of the region from the 1920s to the present. Gerges tells this story through an unprecedented dual biography of
Nasser and another of the twentieth-century Arab world's most influential
figures--Sayyid Qutb, a leading member of the Muslim Brotherhood and
the father of many branches of radical political Islam. Their deeply intertwined lives embody and dramatize the divide between Arabism and Islamism. Yet, as Gerges shows, beyond the ideological and existential
rhetoric, this is a struggle over the state, its role, and its power. Based on
a decade of research, including in-depth interviews with many leading figures in the story, Making the Arab World is essential reading for anyone
who wants to understand the roots of the turmoil engulfing the Middle East,
from civil wars to the rise of Al-Qaeda and ISIS.

A Very Large Expanse of Sea

How Science Works
DK
Answering all your burning scientific questions, from what it means to be alive to why
things explode, How Science Works explains science facts throughout amazing diagrams and infographics. Unlock the
secrets of the universe, such as whether a
robot takeover is possible, and marvel at
the surprising simplicity of gravity. Dazzle
your friends and family with answers to their
everyday science questions such as; why
do sirens change pitch as they pass by?
How do planes stay in the air? Plus many more! Learn how to explain
the mind-boggling concepts that eluded you at school, all the way
through to more recent fascinating topics such as the discovery of
the Higgs Boson- this really is science made simple.

The Choice: A True Story of Hope
Edith Eger
In 1944, sixteen-year-old ballerina Edith Eger was
sent to Auschwitz. Separated from her parents on
arrival, she endures unimaginable experiences, including being made to dance for the infamous
Josef Mengele. When the camp is finally liberated,
she is pulled from a pile of bodies, barely alive. The
horrors of the Holocaust didn't break Edith. In fact,
they helped her learn to live again with a life-affirming strength and a truly remarkable resilience. The
Choice is her unforgettable story. It shows that
hope can flower in the most unlikely places.

Tahereh Mafi
From the New York Times bestselling
author of the Shatter Me series comes a
powerful, heartrending contemporary
novel about fear, first love, and the devastating impact of prejudice.
It’s 2002, a year after 9/11, and Shirin
has just started at yet another new high
school. It’s an extremely turbulent time
politically, but especially so for a sixteenyear-old Muslim girl who’s tired of being
stereotyped. Shirin is never surprised by
how horrible people can be. She’s tired
of the rude stares, the degrading comments - even the physical violence she
endures as a result of her race, her religion, and the hijab she wears
every day. Shirin drowns her frustrations in music and spends her afternoons break-dancing with her brother. But then she meets Ocean
James. He’s the first person in forever who really seems to want to
get to know her. It terrifies her -they seem to come from two irreconcilable worlds - and Shirin has had her guard up against the world for
so long that she’s not sure she’ll ever be able to let it down.
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Muhammad: Prophet of Peace
Juan Cole
Many observers stereotype Islam and its
scripture as inherently extreme or violent-a
narrative that has overshadowed the truth of
its roots. In this masterfully told account, preeminent Middle East expert Juan Cole takes
us back to Islam's-and the Prophet Muhammad’s-origin story. Cole shows how Muhammad came of age in an era of unparalleled
violence. The eastern Roman Empire and the
Sasanian Empire of Iran fought savagely
throughout the Near East and Asia Minor.
Muhammad's profound distress at the carnage of his times led him
to envision an alternative movement, one firmly grounded in peace.
The religion Muhammad founded, Islam, spread widely during his
lifetime, relying on soft power instead of military might, and sought
armistices even when militarily attacked. Cole sheds light on this forgotten history, reminding us that in the Qur'an, the legacy of that
spiritual message endures.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Travel for business will be advantageous.
Opportunities for new friendships are apparent. Your talent will be recognized. Digestive disorders will be a result of family
squabbles. Your lucky day this week will
be Friday.

If you've taken on a lot of work, be sure to
leave some time for yourself and family.
Be discreet and don't reveal any personal
information. You can travel for business or
pleasure. You will be relentless when it
comes to getting yourself back into shape.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Do your best, but don't make too many
promises or you may exhaust yourself.
Someone you like may be receptive and actively seeking your company. Romance will
unfold if you take trips or get together with
friends. You will be able to make favorable
changes in your living quarters. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Discrimination will be in order. Control your
temper when dealing with your emotional
partner. You may find a rare antique this
week. Secret affairs will only lead to
heartache. Don't fall for damaging rumors,
and refuse to get involved in gossip. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday.

Family members may want you at home,
when your heart is telling you to spend time
with someone you recently met. You will
meet exciting new people through interest
groups or functions that you attend with your
children. Don't play on your partner's emotions. Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Be diplomatic but stem. Your temper may
erupt if you have allowed others to cost you
too much money. Go out with friends and
avoid the situation on the home front. A new
you could help your attitude. Your lucky day
this week will be Saturday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Look into any educational activities involving
the whole family. You may find that getting
together with colleagues after hours will be
worthwhile. Sudden romantic encounters
are quite likely, but discretion will be a must.
Think of changes to your home that will
please and add to everyone's comfort. Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

You need to concentrate on the areas where
you can make a difference. Try not to be too
harsh with loved ones; there will always be two
sides to an Issue. Your partner may be erratic
this week if you haven't paid enough attention
to him or her. Emotional upset at work will set
you back. Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Take time to find out all you can. You can
make progress professionally. Don't let others restrict you from saying how you feel
about family issues. Don't hesitate to visit
someone who hasn't been well. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Weigh the pros and cons and make a decision
that will change the conditions you've been living under. Double-check before you go out.
Look out for those wanting to push you into a
disagreement. Try to be understanding. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday.

Take care of any pressing health problems.
Your ability to work with detail will bring
recognition. Opportunities will come through
behind the scenes activities. Put your emotional energy into passion not anxiety. Your
lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Hobbies will be good for your emotional well
being. You can make successful moves.
Take the time to help those less fortunate.
Read between the lines before you sign your
name. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.
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