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Pakistan lags far behind in
Pakistan has once again fared poorly in the
latest UN Human Development Report. Pakistan is placed at 150 among 189 countries in
the UN's 2018 Human Development Index’s
(HDI) annual ranking that is measured by
combining indicators of life expectancy, educational attainment and income.
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Economics

Distressing
sectoral trends
Muhammad Jahangir

The State Bank, at the very beginning of its annual report, says that "the FY18
ended with a mixed performance of the economy." The growth momentum
gained further strength as the economy achieved its 13-year highest real GDP
growth of 5.8 percent in FY18 and inflation remained below the target for the
fourth consecutive year. However, a sharp deceleration in revenue growth
compared to expenditures and increased dependence on imports to meet
growing domestic demand led to widening in the twin deficits to unsustainable
levels. While the fiscal deficit was the highest during the last five years leading
to faster accumulation in public debt, especially the external debt, the record
current account deficit led to increased pressures on foreign exchange reserves and exchange rate.
The GDP growth in 2017-18 had some peculiar characteristics. It was
broad-based in the sense that all the three major sectors showed robust performance and was supported by a host of factors, including low cost of financing, improved energy supplies, favourable business sentiments, fiscal
incentives through subsidies and higher public spending and progress on
CPEC-related projects. However, strong domestic demand also played a key
role in pushing up growth. CPI inflation was below the annual target for the
fourth consecutive year during FY18 and clocked in at its second lowest level
since FY03. Prices were up by 3.9 percent in FY18 compared to 4.2 percent
last year.
The SBP policy rate was increased by a cumulative 75 basis points during
the year, after keeping it unchanged for the last two years. The main factors
leading to this reversal in the policy rate included growing macroeconomic imbalances, impact of exchange rate depreciation on inflation, insufficient financial inflows, sharp increase in global oil prices and higher-than-expected fiscal
gap. Budgetary borrowings from the banking system remained elevated during FY18. Not only did the government rely on SBP financing and borrowed
about Rs 2.2 trillion in Q3-FY18 alone, it also breached the "zero quarterly
borrowing" limit as prescribed under the SBP Act.
On the other hand, fiscal accounts continued to deteriorate for the second
consecutive year. Fiscal deficit rose to 6.6 percent of GDP during FY18, surpassing both the 4.1 percent target for the year and 5.8 percent during the
previous year. Compared to an 8.8 percent increase in FY17, public debt increased by 16.5 percent during FY18. The gross public debt also rose to 72.5
percent of GDP at the end of June 2018 from 67.0 percent at the close of
FY17, remaining significantly higher than the 60 percent limit envisaged in the
Fiscal Responsibility and Debt Limitation Act, 2005.
Despite an increase in exports and modest recovery in remittances, the
current account (C/A) deficit rose to a historic high of dollar 18.1 billion during
FY18. Financial inflows were insufficient to finance this deficit. As a result, foreign exchange reserves held by the SBP dropped by dollar 6.4 billion during
the year, reaching dollar 9.8 billion by the end of June, 2018 and leading to
depreciation of the rupee by 13.7 percent during the year.
SBP’s the outlook for FY19 is that some of the recent policy measures like
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monetary tightening, exchange rate depreciation, regulatory duties on imports
and a cut in development spending are likely to dampen domestic demand
and contain fiscal deficit. These developments would also have implications
for inflation and growth going forward. According to the SBP, the GDP growth
target of 6.2 percent for FY19 appears ambitious and it may fall in the range
of 4.7 to 5.2 percent.
Keeping in view a variety of measures and developments, the C/A deficit
was projected in the range of 5 to 6 percent of GDP as compared to 5.8 percent in FY18. The administrative revenue measures, increase in the regulatory
and federal excise duties, a reduction in development spending and austerity
measures are expected to contain the fiscal deficit in the range of 5 to 6 percent of GDP during FY19. The overall assessment suggests that underlying
inflationary pressures may persist and average inflation may be expected in
the range of 6.5 to 7.5 percent as against 3.9 percent last year and the target
of 6.0 percent for the current year.
The tone and tenor of the SBP's annual report show a touch of optimism.
It states that the economy showed a mixed performance though almost all the
indicators except real GDP growth rate had shown a deteriorating trend during
the year. The GDP growth rate was also not induced by some government
policies but largely came on the back of record contribution from crops and
livestock sub-sectors due to favourable weather conditions, CPEC projects
and a strong domestic demand which may prove to be temporary. Moreover,
the growth spurt during FY18 was also consumption-driven and not investment-driven which suggests that this level of growth may not be sustainable.
Similarly, although the average inflation during the year was quite low,
there were ample indications that inflation in the latter part of the year had
shown a considerable increase. For instance, core inflation had reached a
peak of 7.1 percent in June, 2018 - the highest level since 2014 and underlying
inflationary pressures were worsening. Increase in gas tariffs, import duties
and excise duties plus pass-through of higher international oil prices, exchange rate depreciation and the likely increase in electricity tariffs are some
of the factors which are sure to raise the rate of inflation quite substantially.
The report states quite clearly that there is a need to increase saving and
investment to sustain growth. The fiscal deficit was targeted at 4.9 percent of
GDP but it was very hard to achieve. The current account deficit target of 4.0
percent, given the developments so far in the external sector during FY19, is
not going to materialise. The developments on the external and domestic
debts were simply shocking. Compared to an 8.8 percent increase in FY17,
public debt grew by 16.5 percent during FY18. The gross public debt to GDP
is now much higher than envisaged in the FRDL Act, 2005 which means that
the government does not feel bound by the constraints of this law and it may
take a number of years, even decades, if we want to observe the limitations
of this Act in letter and spirit. More worrying was the fact that more than half
the increase in public debt during FY18 was contributed by external debt and
we are not in a position to retire this debt easily.
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Diplomacy

Kartarpura peace
corridor
Nasim Ahmed

Will the recent opening of the Kartarpura border corridor prove to be the
corridor of peace between India and Pakistan? That is the hope in Pakistan, but signals from India are not very hopeful.
The opening of the K-corridor was a momentous event and for this all
credit goes to the PTI government. It may be recalled here that Imran Khan
had earlier remarked that we want civilised ties with India and took a big
step in that direction. But, unfortunately, the initiative has been viewed with
suspicion in India.
Subsequent statements and tweets from New Delhi have confirmed
that India is not yet ready to come to the negotiating table. The negative
response of the Indian foreign minister and the Punjab chief minister to
Pakistan’s invitation to attend the opening ceremony was a clear rejection
of the goodwill gesture from Islamabad.
As usual, the Indian media flew off at a tangent and painted Imran
Khan’s move as a ruse to encourage separatist trends among Sikhs and
undermine India’s national unity. This is clear proof of India’s ill intentions
towards Pakistan. Further, India’s response also shows it is not interested
in peace and wants to keep the embers of conflict burning in the sub-continent.
It is notable that India has become more belligerent since the Modi government came to power. According to some analysts, India does not want
to move towards reconciliation with Pakistan because it fears that it will
strengthen the Muslim minority of India, and indirectly other minorities too.
It is no secret how in the last four years the Modi government has tried to
ensure total Hindu dominance of the Indian polity and suppress the religious identity of Muslims and other minorities. An endless stream of hate
speeches by Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath and other
BJP leaders has had the effect of inciting extremist attacks on the mosques
and other holy places of the Muslims.
Pakistan-China growing ties is another red flag to the bull for India
whose growing hegemonic ambitions pose a serious threat to regional security and peace. New Delhi has become particularly truculent and aggressive since the launch of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project
which promises to usher in a new era of peace and prosperity not only for
all in the region but beyond. India is especially fearful of the rise of China
as an economic power which stands as the biggest roadblock to its hegemonic ambitions.
Another reason why India seems reluctant to resolve its differences
with Islamabad is that it is playing a dirty game in Afghanistan by aligning
with forces which are hostile to Pakistan. To counter the growing Indian
influence in Kabul, Pakistan supports the Afghan Taliban who are anathema to the Americans.
It is in Pakistan’s interest that peace prevails in Afghanistan and to-
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wards this end it has made persistent efforts. Recently, General Bajwa
made serious attempts for reconciliation with the Afghan leadership but
could not succeed due to India’s wheeling and dealing behind the scenes.
Unfortunately, India in its role as a spoiler has enjoyed full support from
Washington which, too, is afraid of China in the perspective of its One Belt
One Road initiative. The United States has also been putting pressure on
Pakistan to “do more” and bring the Haqqani Network and Afghan Shura
to the negotiating table. However, US President Trump has now written a
letter to Prime Minister Khan, saying that dialogue is the only route to end
the conflict and emphasised that Pakistan should play its role in bringing
peace and stability in Afghanistan. One would add here that if Washington
is sincere in its professions of peace in Afghanistan, it should stop India
from playing the role of trouble-maker in Kabul
From a long term perspective, the Kartarpura corridor can prove to be
the beginning of a new process of peace building in South Asia. A reduction in tensions in the region will bring the peoples of the two countries
closer and open up new opportunities for tourism, trade and commerce.
This would attract foreign investment and boost the economy which will
help in fighting rampant poverty that blights the lives of millions in the two
countries. Needless to say, problems relating to security, strategy, economy and ecology can only be undertaken through a cooperative approach
and normalisation between the two countries.
To move towards the desired goal, it is India which will have to play a
major role. It will have to rise above its narrow-minded, revanchist policy
of Hindutva and dreams of regional dominance. A policy change would
also help India to normalise and stabilise its internal polity whose peace
and harmony has been rent asunder by the rising tide of Hindu extremism.
In a milieu of growing normalisation between the two countries and increased trade and tourism, it will also become possible to reach a negotiated, peaceful settlement of the Kashmir dispute.
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Development

Pakistan lags far behind
in human development
Nasim Ahmed

Pakistan has once again fared poorly in the latest UN Human Development
Report. Pakistan is placed at 150 among 189 countries in the UN's 2018
Human Development Index’s (HDI) annual ranking that is measured by
combining indicators of life expectancy, educational attainment and income. The HDI forms part of the Human Development Report (HDR) 2018,
a flagship study produced annually by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). The report is 28th in a series which began in 1990.
The first UNDP Human Development Report (HDR) was prepared and
launched under the leadership of the late Dr. Mahbubul Haq, a former Pakistan finance minister.
In other South Asian countries, India ranked at 130 on the index;
Bangladesh: 136; Sri Lanka: 76; Maldives: 101; Nepal: 149, and Bhutan
130. During the period, Pakistan's HDI value was 0.562; life expectancy
66.6 years; average years of schooling 5.2 years and gross national income per capita $5,311.
While Norway, Switzerland, Australia, Ireland and Germany led the
ranking, Niger, the Central African Republic, South Sudan, Chad and Burundi have the lowest scores in the HDI's measurement of national
achievements in health, education and income. Looking at the widening
gap in real terms -- both among and within countries -- the report says that
a child born in Norway today – the country with the highest human development index (HDI) – can expect to live beyond the age of 82, and spend
almost 18 years in school. But the same child, if born in Niger – placed at
the lowest HDI – can expect only to live to 60, with just five years of formal
education.
According to Achim Steiner of the UN Development Programme, while
these statistics present a stark picture in themselves, they also speak to
the tragedy of millions of individuals whose lives are affected by inequality
and lost opportunities, neither of which are inevitable.
Inequality occurs in many countries, including in some of the wealthiest
ones, but it ends up taking a much bigger toll on countries with lower HDI
levels; with low HDI countries losing almost a third of their human development capacity. For countries with a high HDI, the average loss is 11 per
cent.
The striking differences both within and among countries, are stifling
progress and the trend can be seen again and again, according to UNDP.
Inequality in all its forms and dimensions, between and within countries,
limits people's choices and opportunities, withholding progress.
A key source of inequality within countries is the gap in opportunities,
achievements and empowerment between women and men. On average,
the HDI for women is 6 per cent lower than that for men. And when women
are working, their unemployment rates are 24 per cent higher than their
male counterparts. Women globally also do much more unpaid domestic
and care work than men. Furthermore, while there has been laudable
progress in the number of girls attending school, there remain big differences in other key aspects of men and women's lives. For instance, labour
force participation rates for women globally are lower than for men – 49
per cent, versus 75 per cent.
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The Human Development Report 2018 update also shows tremendous
variation between countries in quality of education, healthcare and many
other key aspects of life. This difference can be illustrated by looking at
the number of students per teacher, in primary schools. Sub-Saharan
Africa has, on average, 39 pupils per teacher while in developed regions,
there is an average of one teacher for every 16-18 primary school pupils.
Similar difference exists in terms of healthcare: OECD countries and East
Asia and the Pacific have, on average, 29 and 28 physicians for every
10,000 people, respectively. In South Asia overall, there are only eight per
10,000, falling to less than two, in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Much of the world's attention is on data that tells only a part of the story
about people's lives. For, it is clearly not enough simply to count how many
children are in the classroom. The important dimension is to know whether
they are learning anything. Focusing on quality is essential to foster sustainable and sustained human development progress.
The overall trend globally is toward continued human development improvements, with many countries moving up through the human development categories: out of the 189 countries for which the HDI is calculated,
59 countries are today in the very high human development group and
only 38 countries fall in the low HDI group. Just eight years ago in 2010,
the figures were 46 and 49 countries respectively.
Movements in the HDI are driven by changes in health, education, and
income. Health has improved considerably as shown by life expectancy
at birth, which has increased by almost seven years globally, with Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia showing the greatest progress, each experiencing increases of about 11 years since 1990. And, today’s school-age
children can expect to be in school for 3.4 years longer than those in 1990.
A closer look at the HDI’s components sheds light on the unequal distribution of outcomes in education, life expectancy and income within countries. The Inequality-Adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI) allows
one to compare levels of inequality within countries, and the greater the
inequality, the more a country’s HDI falls.
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Elections

Going early
to the polls?
Muhammad Hassan

Prime Minister Imran Khan has hinted at early elections, if his party lost
the majority in the Punjab after the creation of a new province in south
Punjab. Many opposition parties and analysts have interpreted it as his
admission of failure to run the affairs of the country.
Theoretically, fresh elections can be held in Pakistan, but it is almost
impossible in practice. If his remarks are analyzed closely, Prime Minister
Imran Khan only expressed his commitment to create a new province in
the Punjab, when he said he would go ahead even if he had to call fresh
polls. His critics claimed he had admitted his defeat after his government
failed to perform in its first 100 days. They believe the prime minister is
disappointed with his team, especially with his economic setup. After an
unprecedented increase in the dollar value, he was rumoured to have
sacked Finance Minister Asad Umar. However, the Prime Minister’s Office
rebutted it, but it is still being speculated that Prime Minister Imran Khan
may replace his whole economic team, including Asad Umar, State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Tariq Bajwa and Federal Bureau of Revenue
(FBR) Chairman Dr. Jahanzeb Khan.
Some say the prime minister is not happy with the handling of the Finance Ministry’s affairs by Asad Umar and he wants to replace him by Minister for Energy Omar Ayyub Khan. Asad Umar could head the Energy or
Planning and Development Ministry. Besides the devaluation of the rupee,
it is said businesspeople of Karachi were not happy with policies of the finance minister and former Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Secretary General Jehangir Khan Tareen had conveyed their grievances to Prime
Minister Imran Khan after meeting them in Karachi. Punjab Governor
Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar also visited Karachi recently to attend the
IDEAS Expo, where he met stockbrokers and investors, who complained
about Asad’s behaviour and his reluctance to even listen to them.
It is said the prime minister has also made up his mind to remove SBP
Governor Tariq Bajwa and replace him with Dr. Shamshad Akhtar. However, since the post of the SBP governor is constitutional, Tariq Bajwa has
been asked to resign. If he doesn’t follow the orders, the government would
have no choice but to seek his removal through the SBP Board. FBR
Chairman Dr. Jahanzeb Khan could be replaced by a former officer of Inland Revenue Services (IRS), Shahid Hussain Asad. The changes are expected in a few weeks. However, Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry
called the rumours “negative and baseless propaganda against the finance
minister to destabilise the recovering national economy.”
It is possible than the prime minister may reshuffle his cabinet and remove some ministers, who he thinks, are not performing. He has hinted it
clearly, but the media highlighted his hint of fresh polls disproportionally
and out of the context of his interview. However, it was music to former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s ears. He welcomed the remarks and said
his party was ready to contest the election. He said that if the PTI wanted
to go for midterm elections, it would be a blessing for the people of Pak-
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istan. “The people are happy over the remarks as they want to get rid of
the government even before the schedule time and the PML-N is in a position to win elections whenever they are held,” he told reporters outside
an accountability court in Islamabad, where he regularly appears in two
corruption cases.
Former President Asif Ali Zardari believed the PTI government would
not be able complete its constitutional term. “I can't see this captain (Imran
Khan) being able to manage for long. In today's world, a government that
does not deliver has to step down. Prime Minister Imran Khan will not be
able to manage the economy, nor will he be able to hold up to false commitments he made in the election," he told a rally in Sadiqabad. Awami
National Party (ANP) President Asfandyar Wali Khan said the prime minister’s statement on early elections would worsen the economic crisis in
the country. In a statement, he said the prime minister’s interview had created many questions and confusion. “Early polls are not only a way of escape but will also plunge the country into further economic turmoil,” he
added.
Early elections are called if a government fails and people start demanding it to step down or if the rulers believe they are immensely popular
among the people and would win at any cost. At this point, the government
cannot even think of holding fresh elections as its popularity has dipped
steeply, few months after winning the election. Prices of fuel, electricity
and all daily-use items have skyrocketed as a result of its tough economic
decisions. The PTI cannot sacrifice its government for the creation of a
new province. It will call early polls, when it is absolutely sure about its win.
It cannot happen for at least three years.
The next three months will be tough. The government will start providing relief to the people after it. Even if the prime minister admits his failure
openly, fresh elections will not be called. Pakistan’s security situation cannot afford it. His party will choose a new prime minister in that case. However, some say the PTI government enjoys the support of all national
institutions and it would be able to resolve most issues of the people by
the end of the current term and it would be difficult to defeat it in at least
the next two elections.
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Governance

Unfair assessment of
PTI’s 100 days
Muhammad Ali

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan may not have come up to snuff in its first 100 days, with most analysts
and major political parties criticizing it for a “complete failure” to resolve national issues and even its own workers are disappointed with its performance.
It is a fact that 100 days are not enough to assess the performance of a
government that has a mandate to rule the country for five years; and then,
the government could not be expected to clear the mess of the last 70 years
in just 100 days. It was only expected to set directions in the period. According to the government, it is moving in the right direction, but critics and opposition parties cannot see it. Prime Minister Imran Khan is right when he
said that even if a bridge was to be constructed, that could not be completed
in 100 days. "We want a system in which policies are made for the lower
class. We are bringing health cards to the whole country and working to upgrade public hospitals. We aim to change the system of elitism to the one
that supports the underprivileged. There are better education institutes and
a good justice system for the elites. The rich can afford good lawyers, they
can even get away with robbery while the poor can't get justice in time," he
told TV anchors recently. He also expressed his commitment to eliminate
corruption, money laundering and strengthen national institutions to improve
governance.
On the other hand, the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) issued “white papers” to detail failures of
the government. Titled 100 Days of Lies, the PPP charge-sheet blamed the
PTI for reneging, or taking U-turns, on its promises on the economy, political
positions, governance reforms and foreign policy commitments. “The 100day plan has become an object of mockery and a joke, as few in the country
are taking it seriously, while the PTI is trapped in its own statements and
words. The PTI promised that it would reform the government by vigorously
pursuing accountability, by putting in place an effective local government
system, depoliticising the police, rationalising access to justice and initiating
civil service reforms. Except empty rhetoric on accountability and a task
force on civil service reform, there was business as usual on the governance, characterised by favouritism, political pressure on the police, and the
usual transfer/posting job,” it added. The PPP is most concerned on the government’s accountability efforts and claims it is targeting opponents in the
name of accountability. In the same breath, it admits that all corruption cases
against its leadership were instituted in the government of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.
According to a PML-N white paper, all economic and social indicators
show downward trends during the first three months of the PTI. “The first
100-day performance of the government reveals the rulers have no vision
and capability to take care of the country. The government spent millions of
rupees on advertisement in newspapers on its 100-day programme. The
PTI had accused former Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif and his Sindh
counterpart Murad Ali Shah of self-glorification in newspapers, but has itself
done the same thing. The dollar has reached the highest mark, but the prime
minister talks about eggs, chicken and calves. The government claims it has
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received information from 26 countries that Pakistanis had stashed over $11
billion in foreign countries, and name of all Pakistanis be made public. Before
exposing their names, the prime minister should check whether the names
of his relatives, friends and allies are not on the list. Aleema Khan, the sister
of Prime Minister Imran Khan, also benefitted from the tax amnesty scheme
last year,” it said.
Critics accuse the PTI government of failure to fulfill its promises of a
new local government system, police reforms, protocol and security, special
planes, revitalising economic growth, provision of jobs, houses, reenergising
industry and small and medium enterprises, putting on track public sector
enterprises. Instead, the government has unleashed a reign of economic
warfare on the people by slapping on price hikes. The promise of unveiling
Pakistan’s most ambitious job provision strategy to create 10 million jobs in
five years has so far been nothing but a hollow slogan. Not only is there no
strategy in sight after three months, but people are being deprived of jobs
by ordering bulldozing of shops and commercial projects in the name of a
cleanup operation in the Punjab and Sindh, they say.
The government had launched the Naya Pakistan Housing Programme
to build 5 million houses. As with most other targets, critics say the government had hastily launched the scheme with little thinking, leading to long
queues of people outside National Database and Registration (NADRA) offices. The PTI is taking U-turns and rethinking policy, design and even on
how to implement the plan after bottlenecks on financing and land acquisition. The PTI is also accused of attempts to role back the 18th Amendment.
Whether it is the local government or health and education, the PTI government at the Centre is recklessly encroaching on the jurisdiction of provincial
governments, the opposition says. Even its allies in the Balochistan government voiced their concern over fears the Centre had made agreements on
resources of the province without consulting stakeholders.
The opposition may have some genuine concerns, but it cannot blame
the government for all ills of the country, which have piled up since its creation 70 years ago. In fact, the main opposition parties are themselves to
blame for the country’s problems because they have been in power alternately for over three decades. The PTI cannot be expected to resolve all issues in 100 days or even five years. But, analysts point out that it is the first
government in Pakistan that enjoys the backing of all national institutions
and there is no chance of its failure.
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Parliament

Pakistan heading towards
a presidential system?
Muhammad Zain

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Isnaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan has decided to run the country through presidential ordinances, as it
lacks the required majority in the parliament for legislation. The opposition
is concerned the government wants to impose the presidential system in
the country and bypass the parliament.
The government has failed to legislate in its first 100 days, because it
has a bare minimum majority in the National Assembly and it needs the support of all members of allied parties to pass law, while its relations with the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement alone are strained, though it is still its coalition
partner. Standing committees of the National Assembly have not been
formed, as the opposition has boycotted the process after the government
refused to appoint Opposition leader Shahbaz Sharif as chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee. The situation for the government is even worse
in the Senate, where the opposition enjoys almost a two-thirds majority.
Because of this, Prime Minister Imran Khan unveiled his unusual strategy
to run the legislative business through presidential ordinances. “Although
we have no majority in the Senate to pass legislation smoothly, we will not
go for any settlement with the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) to take their support and would make
legislation through ordinances,” he told TV anchors at the Prime Minister’s
House in a recent meeting. Asked how the government would ensure legal
reforms without the support of the opposition, which had a majority in the
Senate, he said entering into a settlement with the opposition meant that
corruption cases against their leaders should be closed but he would never
go for it. “Accountability is one of the basic points of the PTI manifesto. How
can we ignore that former rulers have brought the country under the burden
of Rs30 trillion foreign debt and filled their own pockets through money laundering,” he added.
The government plans to make laws for early disposal of civil and criminal cases, ensure rights of inheritance to women and widows. Its proposed
legislation also includes creation of a South Punjab province and reforms in
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) laws. Prime Minister Imran Khan
hinted at fresh elections if he lost majority in the Punjab after the creation of
a new province, which is not possible without the help of the opposition.
The opposition is furious at the prospect of the government running the
legislative business through presidential ordinances and said it would block
its way in the parliament as the idea is not practicable. The opposition leaders allege the prime minister’s statement showed that he had no knowledge
about the Constitution of the country which, after the 18th Amendment, has
curtailed the government’s arbitrary powers to use ordinances as an alternative to legislation outside the parliament. Under Article 89(1) of the Constitution, “the President may, except when the (Senate or) National
Assembly is in session, if satisfied that circumstances exist which render it
necessary to take immediate action, make and promulgate an ordinance as
the circumstances may require”. It says that an ordinance promulgated
under the article shall be laid before the National Assembly or the Senate,
whichever goes into session first and “shall stand repealed at the expiration
of 121 days from its promulgation or, if before the expiration of that period a
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resolution disapproving” it is passed by any house of parliament “upon the
passing of that resolution”. Under the Constitution, an ordinance can only
be re-promulgated once as it says “either House may by a resolution extend
it for a further period of 120 days and it shall stand repealed at the expiration
of the extended period, or if before the expiration of that period a resolution
disapproving it is passed by a House, upon the passing of that resolution”.
However, Federal Information Minister Fawad Chaudhary has explained
that the government will use the option of ordinances for “emergency” legislation only. The opposition believes the government cannot even make
legislation through ordinances without its support. It termed the prime minister’s remarks “disrespect and contempt of the parliament and its role in
law-making”. It opines the provision of legislation through ordinances is
meant only for an emergency situation and it could not be adopted for minor
and routine legislation. Former Senate Chairman and PPP stalwart Raza
Rabbani feared the rulers had already made the parliament redundant.
Critics say governance through ordinances could be a legal tool for the
government but its overuse or use in circumstances other than a genuine
emergency will undermine parliament. They say the government should first
take the opposition into confidence on the issues of public interest and if
fails to garner its support, it could opt for ordinances to push through its legislative and reforms agenda. By not supporting the government on issues
of public interest, the opposition will only discredit itself. Ordinances are not
durable legislation and they will fail to serve the government’s agenda for
long. Under the 18th Amendment, the lifespan of an ordinance cannot be
more than two 120-day periods, the second 120 days requiring approval by
one of the houses of parliament. The parliament is already at a standstill
after the government and the opposition have locked horns on the chairmanship of the Public Accounts Committee, as the government believes
Shahbaz Sharif, as the Public Accounts Committee head, cannot hold the
previous government of his party accountable. The ordinances will add to
tensions in parliament. It would be wise for the government to take along
the opposition to run the legislative affairs of the country to enforce its reforms agenda. On the other hand, the opposition will also have to cooperate
with the government to amend and pass new laws to replace outdated procedures, which have failed to address basic problems of the people.
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Economics

Between China
and the IMF
Shahid Hussain

The Pakistani rupee has lost about a third of its value since the start of
2018. The currency plunged almost 5pc to a record low of Rs143 against
the dollar in a sixth devaluation recently, as the country struggles with an
acute balance of payment crisis. Many economists believe the dollar rate
is being raised to show the International Monetary Fund (IMF) the government is committed to taking a bailout package.
Talks with the IMF have remained inconclusive, with the announcement
of another round of talks in January 2019, because Pakistan has refused
to cave in and accept tough conditions, which included an increase in energy tariffs from 20 to 22pc, imposition of more taxes, sharing of details
related to Chinese loans, further devaluation of the rupee, which has already depreciated more than 27pc since the start of the year and 15pc in
the last five months alone. Pakistan does not want to share details of the
Chinese loan with the IMF over national security reasons while other conditions will have serious repercussions for the poor of the country.
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan has averted the balance of payment crisis for the time-being after
the availability of $6 billion from Saudi Arabia and the assurance of similar
amounts from China and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). However, Pakistan’s current account deficit has swelled to an all-time high of $18 billion
in the outgoing fiscal year, while the budget deficit edged up to around
6.6pc of GDP. Pakistan requires approximately $12 billion for balance of
payment support by the end of June next year. The government is desperately seeking financial support to fill the alarming gap. Though, it has
been successful to some extent by securing a $6 billion deal from Saudi
Arabia and almost the same amount from China and the UAE together,
yet it is still short of $6-$7 billion for which it decided to contact the IMF.
Former Finance Minister Dr. Hafiz A. Pasha says Pakistan would have to
take tough decisions, keeping in view the huge gap on the external front.
“If there is no IMF arrangement, then tougher decisions will have to be
taken by the government in days and months ahead,” he believes.
Businesspeople are concerned that neither Prime Minister Imran Khan
nor Finance Minister Asad Umar laid out a comprehensive plan to address
the country’s economic woes, even weeks after negotiations with the IMF
collapsed without a much-needed bailout package. Most economists and
even a member of the government’s Economic Advisory Council, Dr. Ashfaque Hassan, advised the government that Pakistan must learn to live
and survive without the IMF. However, major financial and economic centres are predicting that the dollar rate is being raised to show the IMF that
the government is committed to taking the bailout package.
On the other hand, Prime Minister Imran Khan shocked journalists
when he told them in an interview that he was not aware of the sudden
devaluation of the rupee, indicating that there was complete lack of communication and coordination on fiscal, monetary and exchange rate policies at the top level. Some say Prime Minister Imran Khan was not
informed about the steep decline of the rupee against the dollar that
touched the lowest ebb of Rs144 against the dollar in the early hours on
November 30, but later in the day the rupee re-adjusted and settled at
Rs139. The correction was made after his intervention because he was
aware of its negative impact on the poor in terms of hiked prices of basic
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necessities. Critics say the State Bank of Pakistan could not allow the massive devaluation without the nod of the Finance Ministry and it is a deliberate step to send the signal to the IMF that it is ready to accept its tough
conditions.
Analysts say the government is still not sure about an IMF loan or a
Chinese package. Instead of hard cash, China plans to provide multiple
forms of bailout packages to Pakistan in the shape of substantial investment in fresh projects, broadening the area of inclusive cooperation and
tapping new avenues of collaboration under the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC). According to Chinese Consul General Long Dingbin,
China would never leave Pakistan in the lurch and would channelize maximum resources to strengthen its languishing economy. In an interview to
a Pakistani news channel, he said the scope of investment had been
widened by inking 15 new agreements during Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
recent visit to China. “The new agreements will help boost Pakistan’s economy and overcome its financial problems,” he explained.
As Pakistan waits for Chinese or IMF assistance, its external debt has
swelled by Rs3.325 trillion from May 2018, till November 30, 2018, out of
which almost Rs1.4 trillion debt was jacked by the PTI just on account of
the rupee devaluation. The latest plunge of the rupee has added to inflation
up to 8.5pc from 7pc and prices of almost all daily-used items have increased. The cost of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), petrol and coal, which
are used for electricity generation, is also expected to surge. According to
the Finance Department, Pakistan’s reserves stand at $8 billion, out of
which the government needs to pay off $6.5 billion to international creditors, so Pakistan has negative $4 billion in reserves, which is why the
rupee massively declined in a day. More importantly, the country faces a
deficit of $30 billion in the next few years. In the few months of the PTI
government, the dollar has appreciated almost by Rs16, owing to which
Pakistan’s external debt has increased by Rs1.4 trillion.
Experts say the dollar value will ultimately settle between Rs145 and
Rs150, if Pakistan reaches a deal with the IMF. Pakistan will also have to
accept other demands of the IMF, though partially, if China fails to rescue
it with hard cash immediately.
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Afghanistan

US requests
and threats
Shahid Hussain

US President Donald Trump has written a letter to Prime Minister Imran
Khan, seeking Pakistan’s help to end the decades-old conflict in
Afghanistan. The letter requests Pakistan’s "full support for the US effort
to advance the Afghan peace process," but at the same time, US Defence Secretary Jim Mattis has warned that it is time for everyone to
support the efforts of the UN, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
all those who are trying to maintain peace in South Asia.
A request by US President Donald Trump and a warning by Defence
Secretary Jim Mattis indicate Pakistan is being forced to play a role in
Afghan peace, as designed by the US and India, even if it is not willing.
It is also clear that the US wants to resolve the issue by giving India a
greater role in the war-torn country in the future. Pakistan has supported
all efforts for peace in Afghanistan in the past but is wary of Indian hegemonic designs in the region and it appears the US aims to put pressure
on Pakistan to accept Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s plan for
peace in Afghanistan. The initiative is bound to fail as India is not a
stakeholder in the country. It is using Afghan soil for terrorist activities
in Pakistan, especially in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Pakistan is a key stakeholder in peace in Afghanistan, but still its role is
being limited to a facilitator of the efforts of the US and India.
According to CNN, a National Security Council (NSC) spokesperson
described the letter as asking for "full support for the US-led Afghan
peace process," but the phrase "US-led" was later removed. Though no
reason was given for it, yet it is obvious the phrase was removed to appease India and show to the world that only the US was not leading the
peace efforts. However, Trump's sudden request following a month of
harsh language about Pakistan is shocking. Trump complained to the
Fox News in November that Islamabad doesn't do "a damn thing" for the
US and charged that its government had helped Osama bin Laden hide.
Later, he took to Twitter in an extended diatribe, assailing Pakistan for
doing "nothing for us." He also accused Pakistan of withholding information about the whereabouts of Osama bin Laden. "We paid Pakistan
Billions of Dollars & they never told us he was living there. Fools!" he
wrote in a tweet. "We no longer pay Pakistan the $Billions because they
would take our money and do nothing for us, Bin Laden being a prime
example, Afghanistan being another. They were just one of many countries that take from the United States without giving anything in return.
That's ENDING!," he added.
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan fired back, tweeting the "record
needs to be put straight on Mr. Trump's tirade against Pakistan." "Our
tribal areas were devastated & millions of people uprooted from their
homes. The war drastically impacted lives of ordinary Pakistanis. Instead
of making Pakistan a scapegoat for their failures, the US should do a
serious assessment of why, despite 140000 NATO troops plus 250,000
Afghan troops & reportedly $1 trillion spent on war in Afghanistan, the
Taliban today are stronger than before," he added. Pakistan's foreign
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minister also summoned the US Charge d'Affaires over the spat. In early
September, the US cut $300 million in military aid to Pakistan over its
“reluctance to crack down on the Afghan Taliban in the territory.” It also
suspended security assistance in January over similar allegations.
The NSC and State Department said that in Trump's letter to Prime
Minister Imran Khan, which was disclosed by Pakistan, "the President
recognizes that Pakistan has the ability to deny the Taliban sanctuary
on its territory.” The letter also makes clear that Pakistan's assistance
with the Afghan peace process is fundamental to building an enduring
US-Pakistan partnership. The letter also specifically calls for Pakistan's
cooperation with US Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad, who travelled to Pakistan on his second trip to
the region in as many months.
Pakistan has welcomed the letter, ignoring the words like “its ability
to deny the Taliban sanctuary on its territory,” which means the US still
thinks Pakistan is part of the problem rather than the solution. The US
has subtly blamed Pakistan again for providing the Afghan Taliban sanctuaries on its territory, rather than accepting its failure to control the militants and check their cross-border movement. Without objecting to the
letter’s content or understanding its underlying harsh tone, Pakistan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs seemed receptive to the US president's overture, saying in a statement, "Since Pakistan has always advocated a political settlement to end war in Afghanistan, the US decision is
welcomed. Pakistan reiterates its commitment to play a facilitation role
in good faith. Peace and stability in Afghanistan remains a shared responsibility.”
In a bid to make US intentions clear, Defence Secretary Jim Mattis
said it was time for everyone to support the efforts of the UN, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and all those who were trying to maintain peace in
South Asia. In a strong message to Pakistan, he threatened that Pakistan must take on a substantive role in peace talks with the Taliban if
the war in neighbouring Afghanistan is to be ended. "We're looking for
every responsible nation to support peace in the sub-continent and
across this war in Afghanistan that's gone on now for 40 years. It's time
for everyone to get on board, support the United Nations; support Prime
Minister Modi's, (Afghan) President (Ashraf) Ghani and all those who
are trying to maintain peace and make for a better world here," he told
reporters at the Pentagon.
It appears the latest US initiative for peace in Afghanistan will fail, as
it ignores the ground realities. First, Pakistan will not accept Indian hegemonic designs in the region. Then, Pakistan cannot force the Afghan
Taliban to come to the negation table, arranged by the US and India.
The Taliban have many factions and affiliations. They are no longer
under Pakistan’s influence. Iran and China are also serious stakeholders
in Afghan peace. The US has also ignored them. It means peace in
Afghanistan will remain a pipedream.
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Diplomacy

New hopes from
Kartarpur
Husnain Shahid

Pakistan has decided to open the Kartarpur Corridor to facilitate Sikh pilgrims from India. In fact, it is part of concerted efforts by the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government to improve relations with India and all
neighbouring countries. The Indian government has not responded to the
initiative for its internal political situation as general elections in the country
are due in April or May, but it is hoped the project will pave the way for the
normalization of relations between the two nuclear-armed countries.
Pakistan has taken the initiative despite a rising number of ceasefire
violations by the Indian Border Forces in 2017 and 2018. According to the
Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR), India violated the Line of Control
(LoC) at least 2,593 times and killed 55 civilians and injured more than
300 in the current year. As Indian delegates attended the Kartarpur Corridor groundbreaking ceremony in Narowal, Indian Minister for External Affairs Sushma Swaraj announced that her country would not attend the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) conference,
if it was held in Pakistan. She also brushed off any possibility of improvement in relations between the two countries and again accused Pakistan
of terror activities. “There will be no dialogue with Pakistan,” she told reporters. After the refusal, Pakistan will not be able to convene the event
for the third year as participation of all member states is mandatory for the
convening of a SAARC summit.
However, despite a snub by the Indian government and negative propaganda by a section of the Indian media, many analysts on both sides
have pinned high hopes on the corridor. According to the Indian Express,
the conflicting voices and messages from the government and politicians
on the Kartarpur Corridor have shown India in an unflattering light. “Reading between the lines of the Indian leadership’s strategic incoherence on
Kartarpur, it seems that despite claiming that it was originally an Indian
proposal, Delhi was caught unprepared by Pakistan’s readiness to open
the corridor. The contradictory statements recall the flip flop India did two
months ago on the foreign ministers’ meeting in New York, first announcing
that it would be held, then abruptly calling it off. The Kartarpur Corridor
presented the greatest opportunity in a decade to break the impasse with
Pakistan. India should have signalled its assent to the holding of the
SAARC summit. But in election mode, the Modi government, trapped by
its own rhetoric, seems inadequate to the task of rising above itself," it said
in an editorial.
Explaining India's “non-exuberance,” the Times of India noted, "A number of factors both domestic and bilateral can help explain the Indian government’s measured and non-exuberant presence at the event. Firstly, in
the recent past too often has India been left stranded while extending a
hand of friendship, there are a plethora of examples with the latest being
the Pathankot attack shortly after Prime Minister Modi’s unannounced visit
to the then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Christmas in 2015. Secondly,
political compulsions of an impending general election have also shaped
the government’s response to the event, most will agree that peace with
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Pakistan and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s bid to win re-election on
the back of a call to build a temple in Ayodhya certainly make for strange
bed-fellows. However, the third consideration, which could possibly explain
the BJP-led government opting to engage with Imran Khan’s government
at such a politically inopportune moment for itself, is a possible thought
within the Indian security establishment that the incumbent government is
one they can do business with. And it is only now that, prima facie, there
is a sense that all government institutions in Pakistan, the military, executive, legislature and judiciary are on the same page. Therefore, while this
third assessment doesn’t have backing, in fact, it certainly isn’t outside the
realm of possibility. This is all on the premise that the Indian government
aspires to uphold Vajpayee’s legacy and wishes for a peaceful subcontinent in the future." The newspaper observed the Kartarpur project would
compel India and Pakistan to engage in a positive and purposeful manner,
at a time when few other avenues for engagement existed. “It is a reminder
that dialogue and search for areas of concord are the only way forward for
both countries.” The Hindustan Times termed it a positive gesture from
Pakistan. “Much of the last seven decades since Partition have been a
story of zero-sum games that have kept us apart. In that limited sense, the
agreement to have a corridor linking Gurdaspur’s Dera Baba Nanak to
Kartarpur Sahib is a welcome augury,” it noted.
Both countries and their people can immensely benefit from the normalization of relations. According to a recent World Bank report, trade between Pakistan and India could reach $37b. “The current trade between
the two countries is much below its full potential. It could only be harnessed
if both countries agreed to tear down artificial barriers. Pakistan’s potential
trade with South Asia could surpass $39.7b against the actual current
trade of $5.1b,” the report titled Glass Half Full: Promise of Regional Trade
in South Asia, said.
According to the Washington Post, there is no chance for an immediate
breakthrough for India and Pakistan but if there is to be even incremental
progress between the two nuclear-armed nations that have fought four
wars, Prime Minister Imran Khan is presently India’s best bet. “Unfortunately, controversial statements on both sides of the border led to a downward spiral. At the Kartarpur opening, Imran Khan mentioned Kashmir, an
obvious irritant for India. Then, Khan’s foreign minister added to the friction
by boasting that India had been played. India sent two (Sikh) federal ministers to attend the ceremony. Congress Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu
(whom Khan knows from his cricketing past) was also present. In Pakistan,
the Indian ministers likened opening the pilgrimage route to the fall of the
Berlin Wall,” veteran Indian journalist Barkha Dutt wrote.
For the time-being, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government
is more interested in elections than the peace initiative and offers of peace
talks by Pakistan. However, experts hope India will not be able to ignore
Pakistan’s moves longer and would have to come to the negotiation table
to resolve all outstanding issues for face-saving before the world.
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Governance

Civil society: a means
to an end
Raza Khan
It is generally believed that good governance is the result of viable policies
and efficient enforcement mechanism by incumbent ruling parties and
leadership. The present Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government at the
centre and the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces and the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) government in Sindh and the Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) government in Balochistan also know that astute policymaking and governance improve the overall administration and ensure
the well-being and development of the people and their respective domains.
However, this is only part of the reality. Good governance is equally the
result of the participation of civil society institutions and activists in public
life. Without an informed, active and vibrant civil society attaining the criteria of good governance is well-nigh impossible.
History has taught us that in the observance of good governance in the
developed, politically stable and increasingly democratizing countries the
role of civil society has been central in the prevalence of good governance
practices. Good governance generally means such actions and arrangements on the part of the ruling leadership, government institutions and
functionaries which by having certain indicators ensure the improvement
of overall environment, betterment of people’s lives in all respects and
guaranteeing sustainable development and welfare of the society and its
members. The role of civil society, which is an agglomeration of informed,
concerned and proactive citizens, their associations and institutions, in
good governance become self-explanatory. Because without a proactive
civil society the betterment of the overall environment, improving the life
standards of people and sustainable development cannot be envisioned.
Sociological experts describe civil society as a social and public space
and sphere that is above the domain of family and below the state. Nearly
all private-owned media, out-of-government political parties, various nonprofit social, political and economic associations of people, institutions and
organizations form the civil society of a country. A viable and vibrant civil
society plays its role in having good governance that is again having the
composite of certain features like transparency, accountability, rule of law,
participation and predictability and so on, in certain key respects. The most
important role of civil society in good governance is to apprise the people
of their fundamental rights and responsibilities. Often the core constitutional frameworks of states include fundamental rights of the citizens. However, most often than not general masses are not aware of these rights
and more importantly how to go about realizing them. An active civil society
educates and sensitizes the general public about their constitutional and
political rights and in this manner build their capacity to participate in the
political, judicial and policymaking processes. This put a strong check on
the rulers from the masses to ensure good governance.
Then civil society is instrumental in making people aware about the role
of the government, state institutions as well as the responsibilities of the
state functionaries. Mostly people are least informed about the functions
of government, various state institutions and the responsibilities of officials.
Because the masses look to the government only in terms of providing
them basic services and utilities and, more importantly, ensuring their se-
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curity and development. However, they are not informed as to how the
government could ensure these services and security and it is because of
a vibrant civil society that they come to know about the role and responsibilities of different government institutions and functionaries. Save for that
knowledge, most people are unaware of governance, public issues and
the administrative structures and functions especially how they respond
to the issues and needs of the people.
Additionally, civil society provides the forums to people to debate and
discuss their issues and communicate them to the rulers and administrators. Thus, the role of civil society is three-pronged. In addition to that, civil
society provides the platforms to people to maximally participate in the
process of governance. The participation of people in public affairs is a
key feature of good governance.
Another important characteristic of good governance is transparency.
if the people are aware of their rights, thanks to a proactive civil society,
they would unclearstand the exigency of transparency in the process of
governance. Furthermore, informed citizenry is a sine qua non for accountability in any governance system and structure. Because without an informed citizenry, the required public pressures on the system, specifically
on the state functionaries, cannot be exerted so as for the latter to be accountable for whatever they do in the name of the public. Civil society is
also critically important for making people aware of the need and the value
of the rule of law and, on the other hand, apprising government institutions
and functionaries of the state of the importance and their respective role(s)
in ensuring the rule of law. Observably, state institutions and functionaries
often act, and react as if they are not subject to the law of the land.
It is a proactive civil society and under its influence an informed citizenry which constantly reminds state institutions and the government servants that they are very much subject to the law of the land and all their
actions are conditioned by official rules, procedures and codes of conduct.
In other words, civil society unceasingly tells the government institutions
and officials that they shall not do anything that is in violation of law or that
may infringe upon the fundamental rights of the people.
An active civil society and an informed citizenry play a critical role in
sound, sustainable and effective public policies. Because the forums, institutions, organizations and the members of civil society build and increase the informational capacity of the people about different stages of
public policy; how public policies are formulated, implemented, evaluated,
analyzed and reformulated and how people can participate at different levels of public policymaking.
In contemporary Pakistan, we are faced with the crisis of governance
and this has not even been pointed at by PM Khan. However, even his
PTI government cannot make any lasting impact on governance in the first
100 days in office. This is because of the fact that the political leadership
does not understand the real problem of improving governance. There
should be a realization on the government’s part that unless civil society
is motivated to maximally participate in public life, good governance is not
possible because, after all, the ultimate support behind any democratic or
elected government is that of the people.
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Governance

First 100 days plus
and minus
Raza Khan

The federal government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has completed
its 100 days in office and there have been many lapses, if not blunders, in
this period and also there are no concrete achievements, although priorities for some departments have been very clearly set. The PTI government
has been celebrating its 100 days in office, but it is prematurely self-congratulatory. Setting a 100-day plan for government, if voted to office, before
the election, by the PTI, was a commendable strategy, to the extent that it
gave something to look forward to, to the people.
It is important to note that the first 100-day plan which was unveiled by
the PTI before the July 25, 2018 national election included how education
could be made accessible to the common man and how maximum number
of jobs could be created. Although access to educational facilities for most
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of the population is a key challenge in Pakistan, but it is the quality of education which should be even more important for the government, given
the low quality of education in this country. It is understandable that the
PTI government could not establish the required number of schools in the
first 100 days. Nevertheless, priorities could have been set regarding the
quality of education, but that even could not be done. Therefore, in the
next 100 days and during the entire length of its government the PTI
should concentrate on the quality of both higher and primary education
and set clear and internationally recognized criteria for quality education
which are followed as standards in the developed world. If this is done,
there would be marked improvement in the education system in the short
term, but the real windfall would come in the long term in the required de-
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velopment of the society.
The most important part of the PTI 100-day pre-election plan was revitalizing the economy and, within that, coming up with a policy for creation
of 10 million jobs in five years. This part of the plan attracted the most attention and interest and resulted in many undecided young voters casting
their ballot in favour of the PTI in a hope that the government would provide
them with jobs. The promise of providing such a huge number of jobs was
quixotic. It may be recalled that the pre-election announced economic revival plan envisaged establishing a Council of Business Leaders to improve
Pakistan's global business standing and raising of a Pakistan Wealth Fund
to finance institutions such as the Pakistan International Airlines, Pakistan
Steel Mills and power distribution companies (DISCOS) to bring “revolutionary changes in them.” However in the first 100 days the PTI government could not take any such step, which is a palpable failure. More
importantly, the government has made a popular but unrealistic decision
that no government employee would be sacked. Given the fact that most
of the employees of the government departments in the last 30 years have
been appointed on political basis, such a decision is a contradiction of the
PTI objective of revival of the state institutions.
The PTI with an experience of carrying out massive afforestation as in
the KP Billion Tree Tsunami, even could not initiate the same project in the
entire country in the first 100 days despite many claims.
Within the plan for the environment, a very important aspect of the PTI
post-election 100-day plan was conserving water. Pakistan is increasingly
becoming a water-deficient country and there is total social disregard towards the careful use of this precious natural resource. For a political party
in an underdeveloped country like Pakistan, promise of conserving water in
its electoral manifesto was commendable. In the first 100 days we saw some
work and activity from the PTI government in this regard. If this pace of implementation on the water conservation strategy is sustained in the next few
years, marked improvement in water availability could be observed.
Strengthening the federation was the cornerstone of the PTI 100-day
plan. Independent analysis also establishes the significance of the measure as the Pakistani federation has once again been passing through crisis.
The plan included launching a dialogue in Balochistan; merging FATA with
KP and creation of a south Punjab province. The PML-N in order to deny
the credit to the PTI, merged FATA with KP just a couple of days before
the end of its five-year tenure. However, the merger has been made in
haste and therefore it would have its negative consequences. The PTI government in its first 100-days could not ensure catalyzing the process of integration of FATA in KP, claims by Prime Minister Imran Khan
notwithstanding. No dialogue in Balochistan could be initiated and even
the Balochistan National Party-Mengal, a key ally of the PTI government,
seems to be uneasy with the federal government efforts to give Balochistan
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The PTI with an experience of
carrying out massive afforestation
as in the KP Billion Tree Tsunami,
even could not initiate the same
project in the entire country in the
first 100 days despite many claims.
its rightful share in the federation. More importantly, no significant development could be seen on the question of creation of a south Punjab
province in the first 100 days. The fact of the matter is that the appointment
of Chief Minister Punjab, Usman Buzdar, who belongs to south Punjab,
was a key indicator that there would be no progress on the south Punjab
province in the initial period of PTI rule. Otherwise, creation of a South
Punjab province within 100 days was very much doable, provided there
was political will on the part of key political stakeholders.
The PTI plan included to revive the economy through reforming foreign
policy was, indeed, praiseworthy. The plan stated that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs would be strengthened by revamping its legal and institutional
capabilities. In this respect a lot of progress has been observed in the first
100 days.
With regard to Pakistan’s war on extremism and terrorism the PTI 100day plan had a strategy of 4 Es: “Expose” links between active and passive
terrorists; “Enforce” full implementation and expansion of the National Action Plan; “Eliminate” through isolation, extermination and blowback prevention, and “Educate” by restructuring syllabi and mainstreaming
madrasas. All these aspects of national security remained ignored in the
first 100 days of the government of the PTI.
As a whole, the performance of the PTI government in the first 100 days
has been quite unsatisfactory. This can be gauged from the survey by a
Pakistan think tank which shows that only 47 percent of the population
across the country is satisfied with the performance of the government. It
is also important to note that in these 100 days inflation has been escalating, which has made the lives of the majority of Pakistanis miserable. However, PM Khan and other ministers have at least admitted that the
economic policies’ burden on Pakistanis has been strong but taking unpopular steps was the compulsion of the government in order to put the
economy on the right track. It remains to be seen whether the basics of
the economy can, indeed, be rectified, as the entire governance apparatus
and the wellbeing of people would depend upon the economic policies of
the government.
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Education

Fresh move for
uniform curricula
in Pakistan
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The email message from the Australian immigration department brought
the Pakistani family satisfaction as well as worries at the same time. The
couple was satisfied that there was a positive development regarding their
immigration process. The family, hailing from Lahore originally, was going
to get Permanent Resident status in Australia after two years if they relocate to a small city under the Australian government policy. But it was a
matter of grave concern for Naveed Asghar and Saima Naveed that they
would have to leave the current city of their residence, Melbourne, and
move to a small city of Toowoomba in another state, Queensland.
Melbourne is the capital and most populous city of the Australian state
of Victoria, and the second-most populous city in Australia and Oceania.
It has a population of approximately 5 million people, while the town,
Toowoomba, where they were asked to move, is a regional city with a small
population of only 113,000 dwellers. The distance between the two cities
is 1,315 kilometres.
The main cause of concern for the parents was potential disturbance
in the education process of their children: Musa Naveed in grade 5, Zainab
in grade 3 and Fatima in grade 1. The siblings had just taken their halfyearly exams, and joining a new school in a far-off small city of a different
state midyear would definitely affect their class lessons and learning, believed the couple.
However, a meeting with the school principal in Melbourne removed all
their apprehensions.
There would be no change in the syllabus of all three at all, the principal
assured the couple. In fact, there was the same syllabi in schools throughout the country, whether they were situated in big cities or small villages,
the parents were told.
To their pleasant surprise, the couple was informed that there would
even be no disparity in the length of syllabus covered in all schools
throughout Australia at a particular period in time. That means Musa,
Zainab and Fatima will be starting the next chapters of their books in a
Toowoomba school where they had left their lessons in their Melbourne
one.
The parents came to know that schools all across Australia were linked
through the education department’s info-tech programme. Similar syllabus
and annual schedule for course coverage was required for all schools
across the country to facilitate students as well as parents.
Australia is not the only country in the world where same syllabus is
employed in schools across the country. There are dozens of others. In
the Republic of Korea, there is a strongly prescribed national curriculum
and all its details are determined by the Ministry of Education (MoE). In
Japan, too, the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture prescribes
guidelines for curriculum and authorises textbooks in elementary and sec-

16

ondary schools. Throughout the country, the school year begins in April
and ends the following March.
A Muslim-majority country Malaysia, recently visited by Prime Minister
Imran Khan, has also evolved a common curriculum and common system
of education. All schools, whether private or public, have to abide by the
contents and curriculum approved by the MoE. All of them operate on the
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semester system and the school calendar begins simultaneously throughout Malaysia in the first week of December.
In Sri Lanka, an important country in the region, there is a common national curriculum, at least from class 1 to 11, and the school year lasts from
January to December in the entire island.
Such countries and school systems could be an example to follow
when Prime Minister Imran Khan and Federal Minister for Education and
Professional Training, National History and Literary Heritage Shafqat Mahmood talk of the same syllabus in schools across Pakistan.
Educationists believe that it is good for the nation that the newly installed federal government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf led ruling alliance
also wants to implement a same syllabus policy throughout the country.
The idea of a uniform syllabus in the country is not new or unique one. In
a speech in 1961, Ayub Khan emphasised the need “to undergo similar
educational curricula... the standard of values becomes common and from
that cohesion emerges national feeling.”
A report on national education and uniform curricula, commonly known
as the Sharif Report, 1959, fused the concepts of nationhood and citizenship with those of religion and patriotism by declaring that “the importance
of creating a spirit of nationhood in all Pakistani citizens cannot be overemphasised.”
However, no long-term planning has ever been made to introduce and
implement a uniform syllabus. In 2003, the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in Pakistan published a report, which recommended
major structural reforms and the establishment of a National Education
Advisory Board to centralise curriculum development and carry out regular
revisions.
Under the fresh initiative, Prime Minister Imran Khan attended a briefing
in the last week of November 2018, and ordered for establishment of a
National Curriculum Council for creating consensus among all stakeholders on a uniform standard of education across the country.
The premier was told that the National Education Policy Framework
(NEPF) was being devised to bring uniformity in the existing fragmented
and apartheid-like system of education. “The objective is to create a nation
and to put in place a system which is fair and produces Pakistanis,” the
meeting was told.
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Australia is not the only country
in the world where same syllabus is employed in schools
across the country. There are
dozens of others. In the Republic
of Korea, there is a strongly prescribed national curriculum and
all its details are determined by
the Ministry of Education (MoE).
In Japan, too, the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture prescribes guidelines for curriculum
and authorises textbooks in elementary and secondary schools.
Federal Education Minister Shafqat Mahmood is upbeat about implementing the uniform curriculum police in due course of time. In a talk with
Cutting Edge after a TV talk show in Islamabad recently, he said that the
National Education Policy Framework was being formulated to ensure that
all children have a fair and equal opportunity to receive high quality education in order to achieve their full potential.
He said that the Ministry of Education was in the process of framing a
uniform education policy in consultation with the private educational institutions, across the country. The minister disclosed that initially uniform curriculum of four to five subjects would be enforced for private and public
sector institutions across the country while private institutions would be
permitted to introduce three to four subjects of their choice under the new
education policy.
Shafqat Mahmood said that a uniform education system was implemented in a multi-cultural society like China, adding that the PTI government would also introduce education reforms to achieve the same targets.
He said that currently three kinds of educational systems exist in the country, including madrasa system, private schools system or English medium
and public sectors schools adding that unfortunately they all had different
syllabi.
The minister asked if we have ever considered why we, as Pakistanis,
do not agree or stand united even on the national issues. He said that
there is one major reason for it: there is no uniform education system in
the country with clear and defined national goals and requirements. The
fall of Dhaka in 1971 was a reflection of this aberration.
The minister stressed that if the nation really wanted to settle incendiary
and urgent issues, including sectarianism, political and social dichotomy,
the widening gap between the poor and the rich, and lack of national consensus over various socio-political and economic issues in the country and
wanted to avoid a polarised society, we would have to formulate a uniform
national education policy.
Shafqat Mahmood share with Cutting Edge that wide disparity has
been witnessed in the system of examinations and school calendars, being
followed by each network of schools. All schools promote distinct cultures
and inculcate different habits and manners in their students. Students entering into society with their divergent outlooks are sources of disunity in
the country and our country is increasingly becoming fragmented with each
passing day, regretted the minister.
It’s also a welcome move that the All Pakistan Private Schools Welfare
Association has backed the government initiative to enforce a uniform education syllabus in all public and private educational institutions in the
country. The association’s president said in a press statement that Pakistan was facing problems created by regional, sectarian, extremist and
linguistic tendencies, and the federal government must introduce a curriculum that could strengthen national cohesion, promote moderation and
modernisation and inculcate the spirit of tolerance in the future generations
of Pakistan.
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Economics

New monetary policy
aims at stabilization
Muhammad Jahangir

Against market expectations, the State Bank of Pakistan has increased
the benchmark interest rate by 150 basis points to 10% – a six-year high.
But the rate hike is in line with the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) demand that Pakistan push the interest rate into double digits. With the fresh
revision, the central bank has raised the interest rate by a cumulative 4.25
percentage points in five rounds since January 2018. The prime objective
is to make borrowing expensive in a bid to apply brakes on the accelerating
inflation in the country. The State Bank in its Monetary Policy Statement
has said that near-term challenges to Pakistan’s economy continue to persist with rising inflation, an elevated fiscal deficit and low foreign exchange
reserves.
It needs mentioning here that the benchmark Consumer Price Index
(CPI) inflation hit a 50-month high at 6.8% in October 2018 on a year-onyear basis compared with 5.1% in September 2018. During recent talks
for a bailout package, the IMF asked Pakistani authorities to increase the
interest rate to double digits. During the week, Pakistani currency weakened 3.8% and closed at an all-time low of Rs139.05 to the US dollar in
the inter-bank market. The currency depreciation is also in line with the
IMF’s recommendation. The SBP said average inflation in the first four
months of FY19 increased 5.9% compared with 3.5% in the corresponding
period of FY18: “This trend is even more pronounced in core inflation,
which indicates growing inflationary pressures in the economy.”
A deeper analysis reveals that this is due to both demand and supplyside factors. Considering these developments, the SBP projects average
headline inflation for FY19 in the range of 6.5% to 7.5%, above the annual
target of 6%. The latest increase of 1.5 percentage points in the interest
rate is aimed at containing inflation, while the previous hike of 2.75 percentage points was targeted at taming the unsustainable current account
deficit, which ate up the country’s dollar reserves and posed import payment and debt repayment challenges. The central bank has pointed out
that the economic data released since the last Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting in September 2018 shows that the positive impact of recent
stabilisation measures has started to materialise gradually: “Particularly,
the current account deficit is showing early signs of improvement.”
The SBP said that the lagged impact of previous 2.75 percentage point
hike in interest rate since January 2018 and other policy measures are
likely to contain domestic demand during the current fiscal year. Furthermore, initial estimates for major crops, except wheat, are expected to fall
short of levels achieved in the last year. The slowdown in commodity producing sectors is expected to limit the expansion in the services sector as
well. Against this backdrop, SBP projects real GDP growth to slow down
in FY19 compared to 13-year high of 5.8% achieved in the previous fiscal
year 2018.
On the external front, import growth decelerated to 5.8% during Jul-

18

Oct FY19 from 26.3% recorded in the same period of last year reflecting
the impact of recent tightening measures. Even this growth in imports is
mainly explained by an increase in the oil import bill because of higher international oil prices in recent past times. Non-oil imports contracted by
4% in the first four months of FY19, this, along with a continued increase
in exports and workers’ remittances, narrowed the external current account
deficit from $5.1 billion in July-October FY18 to $4.8 billion in July-October
FY19; a net improvement of 4.6%.
A significant drop of a total of 31.8% in the rupee value – including the
last 3.8% – to Rs139.05 to the US dollar since December 2017, has
equally played an important role in containing the current account deficit.
The latest depreciation in the rupee would further impact the economy in
both ways: positive and negative. While the interest rate-hike and rupee
depreciation will help cool down the aggregated demand in the economy
in shape of narrowing down the current account deficit, the measures
would simultaneously slow down the real econoic growth as well.
SBP projects real GDP growth for FY19 at slightly above 4%. In the
previous Monetary Policy Statement, the central bank had forecast 5%
GDP growth for the year compared to the government-set target of 6.2%
for the year in progress. Despite some positive developments, SBP’s net
liquid foreign exchange reserves remained under pressure falling to $8.1
billion as of November 23, 2018, from $9.8 billion at the end of FY18. But
there is an expectation of receiving higher foreign currency inflows from
both private and official sources during the second half of FY19. Furthermore, recent bilateral arrangements, including the deferred oil payments
facility, would also be available to the market from January 2019 onwards.
The projected decrease in the current account deficit that could be further
supported by the recent decline in international oil prices will encourage
confidence in the foreign exchange market. These developments would
help reduce pressures on SBP’s net liquid foreign exchange reserves.
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Health

Polio! Let’s rid us
of the dread
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

Since the launch of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) in
1988, the global incidence of poliomyelitis has fallen by nearly 99 %.
From a situation where wild type poliovirus was endemic in 125 countries across five continents, transmission is now limited to regions of just
three countries – Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria. A sharp increase
in Pakistan’s poliomyelitis cases in 2014 prompted the International
Health Regulations Emergency Committee to declare the situation a
“public health emergency of international concern”. Global polio eradication hinges on Pakistan’s ability to address the religious, political and
socioeconomic barriers to immunisation; including discrepancies in vaccine coverage, a poor health infrastructure, and conflict in polio-endemic
regions of the country. This comprises focusing on the historical and
contemporary challenges facing Pakistan’s polio eradication programme
and the impact of conflict and insecurity, and sheds light on strategies
to combat vaccine hesitancy, engage local communities and build on recent progress towards polio eradication in Pakistan.
Pakistan’s polio eradication programme has come under international scrutiny due to its position as the main driver of global wild poliovirus spread in recent years. This is rooted in financial and
organisational deficits, as well as active conflict and insecurity, which
has resulted in the persistent failure of effective immunisation campaigns and SIAs to reach all areas of the country.
Two types of vaccine protect against polio: oral poliovirus vaccine
(OPV) and inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV). Poliomyelitisis a crippling and potentially deadly infectious disease. It is caused by the poliovirus. The virus spreads from person to person and can invade an
infected person’s brain and spinal cord, causing paralysis (can’t move
parts of the body).
Most people who get infected with poliovirus (about 72 out of 100)
will not have any visible symptoms. About one out of four people with
poliovirus infection will have flu-like symptoms that may include—sore
throat, fever, tiredness, nausea, headache, stomach pain. These symptoms usually last two to five days then go away on their own.
A smaller proportion of people with poliovirus infection will develop
other more serious symptoms that affect the brain and spinal cord:
paresthesia, meningitis, paralysis or weakness in the arms, legs, or
both, occurs in about one out of 200 people with poliovirus infection
Paralysis is the most severe symptom associated with polio because
it can lead to permanent disability and death. Between two and 10 out
of 100 people who have paralysis from poliovirus infection die because
the virus affects the muscles that help them breathe.
Even children who seem to fully recover can develop new muscle
pain, weakness, or paralysis as adults, 15 to 40 years later. This is called
post-polio syndrome. People with the paralytic infection are considered
to have polio only.
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Poliovirus only infects humans. It is very contagious and spreads
through person-to-person contact. The virus lives in an infected person’s
throat and intestines. It enters the body through the mouth and spreads
through contact with the faeces of an infected person and, though less
common, through droplets from a sneeze or cough. You can get infected
with poliovirus if you have faeces on your hands and you touch your
mouth. Also, you can get infected if you put in your mouth objects like
toys that are contaminated with faeces.
An infected person may spread the virus to others immediately before and about one to two weeks after symptoms appear. The virus can
live in an infected person’s faeces for many weeks. It can contaminate
food and water in unsanitary conditions. People who don’t have symptoms can still pass the virus to others.
Polio vaccine protects children by preparing their bodies to fight the
polio virus. Almost all children (99 children out of 100) who get all the
recommended doses of vaccine will be protected from polio.
The best way to protect against polio is to get the polio vaccine, also
called IPV (or inactivated poliovirus vaccine). Doctors recommend all
children get the vaccine.
Pakistan is the most populous country in the WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region and one of the least developed, with a large population
of approximately more than 200 million people including 30 million children under five years old and 70.2 million children under 15 years old,
making it critical to polio eradication efforts.
There is a strong correlation between low immunisation completion
and negative socioeconomic factors, in addition to conflict, such as illiteracy, poverty and difficulty accessing community health and immunisation services. Pakistan faces all of these challenges coupled with a
difficult geography, from the Himalayan mountain range and glaciers of
the north to the harsh terrain of Balochistan in the south, contributing to
poor public health delivery. Additionally, less than 2 % of the Gross National Product (GNP) is spent on healthcare.
There are concerns regarding OPV efficacy. There is also vaccine
hesitancy. Cultural issues such as the presence of all-male vaccinator
teams when the mother is alone, or when family or community elders
have not given consent for vaccination have also been cited as important barriers to immunisation in some communities. In spite of conflict,
militancy and the multitude of challenges facing Pakistan’s polio eradication campaign, the annual number of polio cases has declined by
more than 90 % since 1994. Conflict and insecurity in KP and FATA led
to a dramatic rise of reported paralytic polio cases in Pakistan.
However, different strategies can improve the polio eradication campaign like: strengthening Pakistan’s health infrastructure; community engagement and education; prioritising vaccination in polio-endemic
regions and by adhering to global health policies.
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Cyberspace

Pakistan and
Artificial Intelligence
Faheem Amir

The Pakistan army has urged the media again to play its "effective role in
projecting a soft image of Pakistan as it did to shape public opinion against
terrorism". Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director General Maj.
Gen. Asif Ghafoor said : "Pakistan is facing a hybrid or fifth generation war
in which media plays an important role to make and change perceptions
of the people, especially young people. The Pakistani media should play
its constructive role in this war and project positive sides of the country for
six months".
Addressing a news conference in Rawalpindi on 6 December, he said,
“We have fought wars, lost half of our country, tackled terrorism, rendered
sacrifices — our economy suffered from it — but today we are at a watershed in history from where the situation can be turned towards betterment.”
Prime Minister Imran Khan has also acknowledged the Indian media's
power in spreading false news, propaganda and spoiling the peace efforts
in these words: "Unfortunately the Indian media has given Kartarpur [border opening] a political colour, as if we did this to gain some sort of political
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mileage [...] This is not true". "The Sikh community has responded very
positively to the effort [to open the Kartarpur border]. It is to them what
Madinah is to us Muslims. We hope that India will also respond positively
in return," Prime Minister Khan said.
The foreign ministers of India and Pakistan have sent tweets to express
their views on this Kartarpou development. Then, American President
Trump and the PM Imran Khan have also indulged in a war of words
through Twitter. These statements and developments clearly show that the
media, including electronic, print and social, has become an indispensable
part of politics, the hybrid war and modern life.
But, it is also a fact that the media is now considered only a small part
of artificial intelligence and those countries which want to rule the world
are trying to get command over artificial intelligence. Pakistan needs to
get control over AI to win this hybrid war. Artificial Intelligence (AI), simply
meaning intelligent machines that work and react like humans, has already revolutionised the lives of humans. Machines with intelligence like
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computers, robots, mobiles, bots, drones, google maps, Facebook, etc.,
are rendering meritorious services to humanity. With its marvellous
speed, communication skill and matchless accuracy, AI has turned the
world into a global village, where territorial boundaries and borders cannot stop the flow of information, modern technology, new ideas and
change.
Now, man can have and carry infinite bits of information even in a wallet-size mobile. Trains and cars can drive themselves. The Docklands Light
Railway (DLR) is running without a driver in London. Drones are used even
for TV coverages and delivery services along with carrying bombs and
surveillance purpose. AI is used almost in every field and sector of a developed country like health, education, scientific research, transport, finance and banking, agriculture, defence or military, media, almost all
online services and activities like video games, research and search
through Google search engine, marketing, advertising, online customer
service, translations, etc. Almost all the important companies like Netflix,
Uber, Siri and Cortana, Spotify, Google maps, social media like Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube, Tumblr, Pinterest, etc., use AI to
run their functions and businesses across the world. Large companies are
investing in AI in a big way. According to IDC (International Data Corporation), from 2017 to 2018, worldwide spending on AI and cognitive computing went up by more than 50 percent in twelve months to an estimated
$19.1 billion worldwide. In fact, it’s predicted that cognitive and AI spending
will grow to $52.2 billion in 2021 and achieve a compound annual growth
rate of 46.2 percent over the 2016-2021 forecast period. Experts also predict that AI will contribute $15.7 trillion to the world’s economy by 2030. In
short, advances in machine learning and algorithms have brought about
all-sweeping changes in the world.
In the coming years, AI will have lasting effects - positive or negative,
constructive or destructive - on human beings and societies of the world.
Many experts are of the views that AI will cost humans their jobs. Scientists, quoting a survey of more than 350 experts, asserts that AI will beat
man almost in every field of life by 2060 and all human jobs will be replaced with machines within the next 120 years. “In the next 10 years, we
should have AI do better than humans in translating languages by 2024,
writing high-school-level-essays by 2026, writing top 40 songs by 2028
and driving trucks, working in retail by 2031, writing a bestselling book by
2049, and surgery by 2053”. Some experts even claim that AI could even
destroy the very existence of humans on this planet. Stephen Hawking,
an English theoretical physicist and Noble Prize winner, warns “the development of full artificial intelligence could spell the end of humanity. It would
take off on its own, and re-design itself at an ever- increasing rate.” On
the other hand, some experts believe that by using AI, man can solve
pressing problems like saving biodiversity, tackling environmental issues,
curing diseases, eradicating poverty, spreading education and bringing
about social good. Rafael Reif, the President of MIT, in his 2017 speech,
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asserts that AI will not cause unemployment. Rather it will bring prosperity
in the world provided all the governments, organisations, unions, etc., resolve to use it for the betterment of entire humanity.
There is no doubt that AI is a very powerful weapon which can be used
even to control the minds and change the behaviour and actions of human
beings. The Cambridge Analytica scandal’s example can be given to testify
to the power of AI. Cambridge Analytica, a US consulting company, used
a Facebook app developed by psychologist Aleksandr Kogan to access 8
million users’ personal data. After collecting the data, Algorithm created
targeted online campaigns for the Brexit referendum (“Leave”) and the
2016 US presidential election. It also shared data with the Russia’s second
largest oil firm, Lukoil. Interestingly, both the targets were achieved by
using the mighty power of AI.
AI has also become an indispensable part of military applications and
the hybrid war. Vladimir Putin already stated in 2017 that "Whoever becomes the leader in (artificial intelligence) will become the ruler of the
world". Keeping in view the importance of intelligent machines in the coming years, all the important countries of the world are spending money on
it. French President Emmanuel Macron promised $1.85 billion to artificial
intelligence by 2022.
According to Air Force General VeraLinn Jamieson , China’s total
spending on artificial intelligence systems in 2017 was $12 billion. It will
grow to at least $70 billion by 2020. The UK government has announced
$1.4 billion drive into AI. The Pentagon will spend $2 billion to put more
artificial intelligence into its weaponry.
While these countries are endeavouring their best to spread AI education among their people, Pakistan is doing nothing. Rather its ruling elite,
including politicians, feudal lords, businessmen and religious leaders, is
trying its utmost to use the mighty power of social media for disinforming,
misguiding, deceiving, controlling, instigating and brainwashing poor and
innocent people.
According to the Nation, Nawaz Sharif used Cambridge Analytica to
change the behaviour of Pakistani masses in favour of the party in Pakistan’s general election. His son made this deal with CA during the Panama
scandal case in the Supreme Court of Pakistan. More alarmingly for Pakistan, is that the CA is the political wing of SCL (Strategic Communication
Laboratories) Group which worked for the British Ministry of Defense and
its intelligence agency MI6. The political wing of the SCL is also openly
manipulating Pakistan’s in-house affairs through fake news and it is propagating anti-State narrative against Pakistan by using the money and resources of ousted PM Nawaz Sharif. The rising of the Pashtun movement
is staged by this CA/SCL group to strengthen the “greater Punjab” narrative crafted by some.
It is the duty of state institutions to protect the data of citizens and stop
foreign meddling in the country. The government should invest money in
AI if it wants to save the country and make progress.
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Your View
Transcript issue

Callous onlookers
I JUST learnt about the death of a 24-year-old university student who took

I DID my post-graduate diploma in Teaching of English as For-

a plunge off the fourth floor while people around her looked on as if waiting

eign Language (PGD TEFL) from Allama Iqbal Open University

for some kind of show to unveil. According to her friend who witnessed the

and was issued my degree and transcript on one leaf. The de-

tragedy, there were people passing sickening comments as well as filming

gree is on the front and the transcript is on the reverse. A few

the scene in total disregard of the tragedy. When I read about the tragedy,

days later I visited the Higher Education Commission office in

I could only feel disgust and shame about the mentality of some of our

Islamabad to have the transcript attested to, but HEC officials

people. Could this incident have been prevented, I am not sure. But how

refused to do so stating that this was a degree and not a tran-

were videos helping the case in any way? Now that the girl is no more, will

script. Thereafter, I approached AIOU University which told me

the videos on the phones of these people serve as some treasure? I am

that this was both a degree and the transcript. When I explained

appalled that this was the attitude shown by individuals who apparently

to them that the HEC did not consider it a transcript, he

come from educated backgrounds. Have we become so immune to

brusquely said, “It is not our problem.” I returned to the HEC and

human suffering? I request such people to stop treating everything as po-

narrated to them what the AIOU official had told me. They re-

tential material for your social media stories. Gaining publicity off someone

mained adamant stating that it was a degree and not a tran-

else’s misery and agony is the lowest of acts that you can do. Please edu-

script. My online application for attestation is still in the record of

cate yourselves about mental health and be a little humane. Community

the HEC website. I am in a quandary as I need the transcript to

support and care can go a long way in enhancing the mental health of indi-

be attested to, as I have to submit these documents in a foreign

viduals suffering from depression and other mental illnesses.

country. I appeal to the HEC and AIOU higher authorities to reSidra Ayub

solve this issue.
Ali Raza

Karachi

Gujrat

Ban on hunting

Quetta parking issues
I WOULD like the Quetta authorities to have some mercy on the people

The government of Balochistan, local elders, the nawabs, sardars,

of this city. As someone who has spent most of his life in the city, I would

religious scholars and people’s representatives must take unani-

like to point out that there is a dire need for parking lots or plazas.Pri-

mous action against hunting in the province. Recently a photo went

vate hospitals and other institutions are being constructed in the city but

viral on social media it showed more than 200 endangered birds

for some reason, none of the builders and authorities have provided

killed for sport. It was savagery. Migratory birds such as the hubara

parking space in these buildings. Where is one supposed to park one’s

bustard, cranes, etc., are already endangered in the country – we

car or motorcycle when one visits these institutions? Even the markets

need to protect them, not kill them. I appeal to the chief minister of

and bazaars of Quetta don’t have proper parking areas. While develop-

the province to come up with some rules and regulations to protect

ment is good for the city, I suggest the authorities should also look into

wildlife in Balochistan and if anyone is found guilty of harming/hunt-

and resolve the parking issue as its making the city congested.

ing, they should be put behind bars for three to five years.

Muhammad Kareem Nosherwani

Safiullah Khan

Kharan

Quetta

Sin tax!

Smartphones addiction

APROPOS the reports in the media that the federal government
has decided to impose a Gunah tax on cigarettes. The objective is
to discourage the use of tobacco and smoking and use the proceeds from the revenue thus collected on health measures.
This is an excellent idea but I take exception to the terminology

Heads of states are expected to use civilised language in international relations, particularly when commenting on other
countries. Sadly this is a trait Donald J. Trump lacks. Shooting from the hip and indulging in cowboy outbursts is unbe-

used for the tax. One feels the word used is awkward. It would per-

coming the president of a superpower. We are not the only

haps be better to name the levy as health tax as the same is going

one facing this verbal onslaught. Hardly any ally is spared

to be used for healthcare.

this entertainment. So let us enjoy it.
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Astronomers have measured all the
starlight ever emitted

Stone Age people conquered the
Tibetan Plateau’s thin air

Lisa Grossman

Bruce Bower

Astronomers
have
measured
all
the
starlight that has managed to escape into
space over the history of
the universe.
It amounts to 4 x 1084
particles of light, or photons. That’s roughly equivalent to all the photons the sun would emit if it
burned for 100 billion trillion years — long beyond the 5 billion years it has
left. The universe itself is only 13.7 billion years old. Measuring all those stray
photons and figuring out when they were emitted can help astronomers write
a timeline of star formation across the last 11 billion years, since the first stars
were born, astrophysicist Marco Ajello of Clemson University in South Carolina and colleagues report in the Science.
Despite how dark the night sky appears, it contains the diffuse glow from
photons emitted long ago from ancient stars, which astronomers call the extragalactic background light, or EBL. That glow actually captures only a fraction of the photons ever produced in stars. Most stars are born in dusty
environments, and most of their light is absorbed by the dust. The photons
in the EBL are the lucky ones that made it out of the dust and have been
traveling through space ever since.
And yet, because the universe is so huge, all that escaped light shines only
as brightly as a 60-watt light bulb seen from a distance of four kilometers,
Ajello says. “The night sky is very, very dim,” says Ajello, but “it’s not completely dark.” That light is too dim and spread out to spot directly, even with
the most powerful telescopes. So Ajello and his colleagues looked for the
EBL’s interaction with gamma rays emitted by powerful distant blazars.
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People settled down high up
— really high up — as early
as around 40,000 years ago.
That’s when humans first inhabited East Asia’s Tibetan
Plateau, about 4,600 meters
above sea level, scientists
say.
Until now, evidence of humans colonizing this high-altitude region extended no further back than around 8,000 years ago. Some researchers
have argued that the first permanent settlers arrived perhaps 12,000 to
13,000 years ago. Archaeologist Xiaoling Zhang of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences in Beijing and her colleagues excavated a much older site
than that, called Nwya Devu, on the Tibetan Plateau. Three sediment layers contained a total of 3,683 stone artifacts made from local, high-quality
rock, the researchers report in the Science. Based on estimates of the
time since each soil layer had been buried, people occupied the site from
about 40,000 to 30,000 years ago, then from roughly 25,000 to 18,000
years ago, and finally from around 13,000 to 4,000 years ago. Zhang’s
group suspects people used the site as a workshop where they made a
variety of stone tools, including long, rectangular blades that could be used
for cutting or scraping.
Ecological conditions on the Tibetan Plateau during the late Stone Age
would have enabled seasonal visits by people who could have hunted prey
such as gazelles and yaks, the researchers say. Humans that reached
Nwya Devu starting more than 30,000 years ago may have inherited a
gene variant for coping with high-altitude oxygen deprivation via interbreeding with Stone Age relatives of Neandertals and humans called
Denisovans.
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Stimulating brain area may ease tough depression
E.J. Mundell
Electrical stimulation of a certain part of the brain may offer a new option
for "treatment-resistant" depression, a small new study suggests.
Researchers at the University of California, San Francisco, found that 25
patients with moderate-to-severe depression gained significant improvement in their mood after electrical stimulation of a brain region called the
orbitofrontal cortex (OFC). After just three minutes of electrical stimulation
to the OFC, even on just one side of the brain, patients felt better, postdoctoral researcher Kristin Sellers said in a university news release. "You
could see the improvements in patients' body language," she added.
"They smiled, they sat up straighter, they started to speak more quickly
and naturally."
The OFC is a small area of the lower surface of the brain, located just
above the eyes. It's exact function remains unclear, but study senior author
Dr. Eddie Chang explained that the OFC "is richly connected to various
brain structures linked to mood, depression and decision making, making
it very well positioned to coordinate activity between emotion and cognition." The researchers suggested that the targeted therapy might help patients with treatment-resistant depression, which affects as many as 30
percent of depression patients. One neurosurgeon who wasn't involved in
the study said brain stimulation therapy for depression isn't new -- and the
field has had some setbacks. "Brain stimulation to treat other conditions

(such as Parkinson's disease) has been known for decades to have an effect on the mind," noted Dr. Michael Schulder. He directs neurosurgery at
North Shore University Hospital in Manhasset, N.Y. "Several studies over
the last 15 years, in which depressed patients had implanted brain stimulators, initially showed great promise," he said. In the final analysis, however, outcomes were not much better than would have been obtained with
medication or psychotherapy.

Just a little weightlifting can help your heart
Maureen Salamon
An hour or less of weightlifting each week might significantly cut your risk
of heart attack or stroke, new research suggests. Evaluating nearly
12,600 adults over more than a decade, scientists found that small
amounts of resistance exercise weekly were linked to between 40 percent
and 70 percent fewer cardiovascular events. But doing more weightlifting
didn't reduce these risks further. "Strength training is not just to make yourself look good to be shirtless on the beach," said Dr. Alon Gitig, a cardiologist at Mount Sinai Riverside Medical Group in Yonkers, N.Y. "It has
definite health benefits … and seems to directly impact on cardiovascular
health," added Gitig, who wasn't involved in the study.
Weightlifting uses muscle resistance to strengthen and build muscles.
Other types of resistance exercise include pushups, sit-ups or lunges.
Study author Duck-chul Lee said, "Traditionally, weightlifting was for athletes, and that's why I think there is less evidence on its health benefits,
specifically for the heart." Lee is an associate professor of kinesiology at
Iowa State University. "People know that running or cardio exercise is
good for the cardiovascular system, but there are benefits of weightlifting
on the heart that were not [previously] well-studied," Lee added.
In research published separately, Lee and his colleagues found that less
than an hour of weightlifting per week also reduced the risk for high cholesterol and metabolic syndrome, a cluster of conditions linked to diabetes.
Those reports are in the journal Mayo Clinic Proceedings. For the heart and
stroke study, the researchers studied nearly 12,600 participants (average
age 47) who had undergone at least two clinical examinations between
1987 and 2006. The participants self-reported their levels of resistance exercise, and follow-ups were done about five and 10 years later. The results
indicated that the benefits of resistance exercise on heart and stroke risk
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were independent of aerobic exercise such as walking or running, Lee said.
Compared with participants who did no resistance exercise, those who
took part from one to three times and up to 59 minutes in all each week
experienced a risk reduction of up to 70 percent. The study didn't prove
that weightlifting prevents heart attack or stroke, only that an association
exists, however. "We found benefits of resistance exercise without body
mass index (changes)," Lee added. "It means that even though you don't
lose weight, you can still get benefits for the heart. People believe the
benefits of exercise are from losing weight, but that's not true."
Gitig, however, expressed caution about the findings. He said the cardiovascular benefits "seem to be a lot higher than we would expect from
strength training." In addition, Gitig noted that most participants were
male and white, coming voluntarily to the clinic where the study was held.
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Dead Souls

Assassination Nation

Phil Hoad

Andrew Lowry

Cooking was evidently
a key skill for postwar
China’s political dissenters – a good proportion
of
the
interviewees in Wang
Bing’s monumental
oral history of Jiabiangou
“re-education”
camp survived only
because of the extra scraps they scrounged working in the kitchens.
They had been sent to the Chinese equivalent of Siberia as part of
the 1957 Anti-Rightist Campaign tabled by Mao Zedong to purge the
country of Kuomintang influences, but which soon ended up sweeping
up property owners, Christians, anyone who enjoyed exercising their
critical faculties and, in one case here, a boy who drew tears on a portrait of the great leader. Between 500,000 and 1.3 million were caught
in this ideological dragnet, 3,000 of whom found themselves doing
hard labour and starving on the blasted plains at Jiabiangou, in Gansu
province. Just 500 came back. Filmed between 2005 and 2017, expanding on territory previously covered by Wang in Fengming (2007)
and The Ditch (2010), Dead Souls compiles a gruelling eight-hour catalogue of human suffering. Inhabiting troglodytic shelters tunnelled
out of the landscape, living on a handful of food a day, swollen and
then shrivelled by malnutrition, the casualty rate was frightening. In
winter, one of them recalls, death could come as quickly as a “blownout lamp”.

Shoplifters
David Parkinson
Japanese auteur Hirokazu Koreeda has spent over a decade examining the dynamics of family
life, and he deservedly won the
Palme d'or at Cannes for this intricately scripted and impeccably
played saga, which centres on
an even more unconventional unit than the one depicted in the masterly Nobody Knows. As usual, the influence of Yasujiro Ozu and Mikio
Naruse can be felt in Kore-eda's flintily compassionate humanism. But,
with its focus on female sacrifice and suffering, this also recalls the
heartbreaking 1930s melodramas of Kenji Mizoguchi, in which women
on the margins did whatever it took to provide for their loved ones.
Nothing is quite what it seems, as Kore-eda sets his scene in a ramshackle abode in an overlooked part of Tokyo. Indeed, there's an offbeat
adult fairy tale feel to the waifs and strays gathered around labourer
Osamu (Franky) and laundress Nobuyo (Ando), with grandmother Hatsue (Kirin Kiki) collecting the pension of her deceased husband, twentysomething Aki (Mayu Matsuoka) falling for a damaged soul at the peep
show where she performs in a glass booth, tweenager Shota (Kairi Jyo)
being educated in the school of life, and moppet Yuri (Sasaki) basking
in the affection of her new family after being beaten by her parents.
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Assassination Nation is not a
film that’s all that big on hidden meanings. Quite the opposite — it’s a teen film that
fires multiple broadsides at
the ills of Trump’s America
and (mostly) hits its targets.
This is a film as aggrieved at
the world as any teenager who’s left wondering what horrors, if high
school’s supposed to be the highlight of your life, await in adulthood.
In the first half, as we follow Lily (Odessa Young) and her friends
through aimless partying in a typical movie high school, writer/director
Levinson doesn’t so much lay his cards on the table as throw them at
you — and the table for good measure. Lily is one of those movie
teenagers given to monologuing about the themes of the film. In a rare
misstep, Levinson tries to ape current Twitterspeak, which, given the
life expectancy of memes, means it can feel oddly dated. The likes of
Heathers were smart enough to invent futureproof slang, but there’s
a touch of Juno syndrome here.
With those provisos, a lot of Lily’s sermonising does hit home. It’s not
hard to imagine a 17-year-old girl, fed-up from being pestered for pictures of her arse, punching the air as Lily articulates just how bloody
annoying it can be to be a girl in the smartphone era.

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse
John Nugent
You’d be forgiven for feeling like
Spider-Man’s recent big-screen
adventures have simply been a
repetitive, endlessly recurring
multiverse. There have been
three cinematic Peter Parkers in
the last decade or so, and three
sets of powers that come with relating sets of responsibility. So kudos,
then, to Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse, for boldly ignoring any potential audience fatigue by doubling down — or rather, quintupling dolwn —
by telling not one Spider-Man origin story, but five.
Right from the off, this is a Spider-Man wholly distinct from the live-action
vintage, in every possible sense. While the earlier adaptations sometimes
attempted to soften the wackiness of the comics, here, the many-tendrilled
Marvel multiverse is lustily embraced. It’s quite simple, really: your bog-standard girl-meets-boy, boy-stumbles-across-a-supervillain-accidentally-opening-a-portal-to-multiple-dimensions story. Screenwriting 101, essentially.
With infinite Spider-people, there’s infinite possibilities, but wisely, most
of the attention is on Miles Morales (Shameik Moore), the gifted mixedrace kid first introduced in the Ultimate line of comics. Miles is a different
kind of outsider: prodigiously smart, like Peter Parker, but more at home
spraying street art, or listening to old-school hip hop with his uncle instead
of knuckling down at his high-achieving academy school. The animated
form is a perfect bedfellow to tell the Miles Morales origin story.
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City of My Heart

Buddhas' Little Book of Life

Rana Safvi

Mark Zocchi

Through nuanced translations of
four Urdu narratives spanning the
period of turmoil that led to the
Revolt of 1857 – and culminated
in fall of the Mughal Empire - this
compelling volume reveals the
tragic and affecting story of a royalty in decline. Vividly documenting the twilight years of not just a
historical era but also an entire
way of life, these first-hand accounts – gleaned from princes
and paupers alike – provide rare
insight into how the royals and
their subjects experienced life
lived on either side of a cataclysm. Tales of suffering describe
the perfidy of the British and the
plight of the last royals as they are disbanded and pushed into dire
poverty; livelier accounts of fealty and treachery detail palace intrigues;
and nostalgic reminiscences recreate the days of past glory and communal comity – of feasting and festivals, and shared faith and devotion.
An intimate chronicle of a crucial era in India’s history, City of My Heart
is the saga of a changing city and a people experiencing the end of life
as they know it.

Inspired by teachings of the Buddha,
great masters, teachers, and writers,
this is a book designed to help people
connect to their inner divinity and find
their spiritual path. It is overflowing with
profound quotes, sayings, and insights, each presented on its own to
allow the reader to dip in randomly and
consider one insight at a time. Each
reading is guaranteed to immediately
inspire or provide food for thought. The
quotations and sayings have been
chosen from Gautama Buddha and
other masters of spirituality and inspiration, such as Milarepa, Longchenpa,
his Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Thich Nhat Hanh, Sogyal Rinpoche, and
other greats such as Cicero, Rumi, Lao Tzu, Mother Teresa, and Shakespeare. This book is designed to live on your desk, coffee table, or nightstand
to provide you with daily comfort, wisdom, and spiritual nourishment.

Muslim Modernism
Nadeem Farooq Paracha
Author, cultural critic and historian
Nadeem Farooq Paracha details
the history of Muslim modernisma 19th century idea which further
evolved in the early 20th century
and inspired the creation of a separate Muslim-majority county,
Pakistan. Paracha explores how
this idea became part of the narrative which first justified the creation of Pakistan and then
became part of this country’s nationalist outlook. However, from
the mid-1970s, this idea began to
erode and was replaced by a
more myopic view of Pakistan nationalism which permeated the
state and society, retarding their
evolution. It hurled them into an identity and existentialist crises ravaged by extremist violence, hate crimes and severe sectarian, subsectarian and religious polarisation. After investigating the reasons
behind the birth, rise and decline of Muslim modernism in South Asia
and Pakistan, Paracha builds a case of its possible revival for state
and polity now trying to wriggle out of many ideological and constitutional traps they created for themselves in their bid to divorce the
country from its modernist Muslim roots.
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Scared to Death
Anthony Horowitz
This chilling collection of ten nightmarish and fiendishly funny short stories
is a perfect read for fearless children.
From a train journey straight to hell,
out of control robots with a murderous
streak and even a television show
where death is the penalty – these terrifying tales display the dazzling wit
and wicked humour of master storyteller Anthony Horowitz, and are guaranteed to make your blood curdle and
your spine tingle.

The Myth of Sisyphus
Albert Camus
One of the most influential works of this
century, The Myth of Sisyphus—featured
here in a stand-alone edition—is a crucial
exposition of existentialist thought. Influenced by works such as Don Juan and
the novels of Kafka, these essays begin
with a meditation on suicide—the question of living or not living in a universe devoid of order or meaning. With lyric
eloquence, Albert Camus brilliantly posits
a way out of despair, reaffirming the value
of personal existence, and the possibility
of life lived with dignity and authenticity.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You can't help everyone. Use your high energy and dynamic approach to win favors
from superiors. You may find that your generosity has been taken for granted. You may
find yourself in the limelight for the wrong
reasons. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday.

Travel will promote new romantic connections. Do not let in-laws upset you. Your
hypnotic eyes will capture the hearts of
those who interest you. Romantic opportunities are evident if you get involved in
large groups or organizations. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Be prepared to lose friends or alienate loved
ones due to your stubborn nature lately.
Chances to express your ideas and beliefs
can bring popularity as long as you're not arrogant. They won't get away with it. Your
partner will be emotionally unable to cope.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Call a good friend. Your generous nature
could be taken advantage of. Don't neglect
these problems; deal with them once and for
all, then move on to more pleasurable tasks.
Major job changes or opportunities to get
ahead professionally are apparent. Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Stick to doing things that will make you a
better person both physically and mentally.
Travel for business or pleasure will be enlightening. If you're uncertain of your feelings, keep your opinions to yourself. Your
devotion will be persuasive. Your lucky day
this week will be Monday.

Use your obvious talent to work with detail
and you can come up with something great.
Take time to find out if anyone has a better
suggestion before you make arrangements
for the whole family. Use your inventiveness
to find solutions. You can meet potential new
mates if you socialize with friends. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Don't count your chickens before they hatch.
Be diplomatic but stem. Travel will result in
new romantic attractions. Your personal
partner may be less than willing to accommodate you this week. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Your attitude could be up and down like a yoyo. Art investment will pay big dividends in the
long term. You should socialize with clients or
upper echelons of your industry if possible. Expect to experience a sudden reversal of fortune. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

Try to enlist the help of those you trust in
order to fulfill the demands being made of
you. Look into alternate means of sup porting your financial burdens. Your bankbook
will suffer and your restrictions will put a
damper on your relationship. Luck is with
you, regardless of the financial venture. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

If you're willing to cut loose you will find yourself
in the midst of an exciting encounter. Find ways
to make extra cash. Start making things or
reusing rather than buying ready made. Invite
friends over. You need to keep everyone on
your domestic scene too busy to complain.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

This is a great day to beautify your living
quarters or to entertain at home. You won't
be well received by superiors or by your
spouse. Be sure to take care of any minor
ailments. You can become obsessed with
detail and must be sure to divide your time
appropriately. Your lucky day this week will
be Friday.

Travel should be on your agenda. Family
trips or projects should be on your mind. Organize all the responsibilities that have to be
attended to and make sure everyone knows
what to do. Acknowledge your lover's needs.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.
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