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efforts to persuade the insurgents to come to
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Economics

Perils of ad hocism
instead of policy
Shahid Hussain

The government has increased the power tariff by Rs1.27 per unit, with a
Rs130 billion annual burden on end-consumers. It also plans to bring a
second mini-budget in early January next year. The Pakistani rupee has
lost about a third of its value since the start of 2018. Prices of all essentials
have already skyrocketed and the new measures will take them beyond
the reach of the common man.
It appears the government has no concrete plan to improve the economy and it is only busy at firefighting. It has failed to evolve a mechanism
to improve the conditions, without overburdening the masses. It is a second power tariff hike in the first four months of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
government (PTI) of Prime Minister Imran Khan, who had promised to reduce prices during his election campaign. In September, the government
had approved a Rs2 per unit hike in electricity prices to contain rising circular debt of the power sector, which has swelled to over Rs1.3 trillion in
the last five years after payment of Rs480 billion in 2013. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) had asked the government to increase the power
tariff by about Rs3.75 per unit when it started negotiations with Pakistan
for a bailout package. By increasing the tariff, the government has almost
met the condition, though it says it is not in a hurry to go to the IMF and
has averted the balance of payment crisis. The government may have
averted the crisis but the common man is deeply perturbed. Actually, it the
first government in Pakistan, in which nobody is happy. From industrialists
to shopkeepers and government employees to labourers, all are displeased with its performance. Perhaps, it is the only government in Pakistan that has doubled
household bills and budgets
in just four months.
Despite many rounds of
talks, differences persist between the government and
the IMF over many issues as
they could not agree to the
timing and pace of the fiscal
adjustment and structural reforms. It is said the IMF mission has raised questions
over Pakistan’s memorandum of economic and financial policies. The questions
related to the proposed fiscal
adjustment, energy pricing,
monetary and exchange rate
policy and structural reforms
contained in the government’s proposals. The IMF
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has reservations over the viability of the government’s proposals in all
areas, although the degree of disagreement varied. The mission also
raised questions over the way forward on state-owned entities. The IMF
was demanding most of the policy actions, both fiscal and structural, to be
frontloaded in the first year, while the government wants them spread out
over three years of the programme and in some cases to run into the fourth
year of the government.
As the IMF package still appears to be distant, Moody’s – the global
credit rating agency – has hinted at the possibility of downgrading Pakistan’s external credit rating ahead of the country’s plan to float a Eurobond
aimed at raising $3 billion from world markets. The debt level of Pakistan
– whose foreign currency reserves have dropped to the critical level of
around one and a half months of import cover – is expected to swell with
weak repayment capacity. The grave situation may convince the agency
to downgrade the rating. At present, Moody’s maintains “B3 negative”
credit rating for Pakistan. “The negative outlook is primarily driven by
heightened external vulnerability risk. A further deterioration in Pakistan’s
external position, including a more pronounced erosion of foreign reserve
buffers, which would threaten the government’s external repayment capacity and heighten liquidity risks further, would likely result in a downgrade
of the rating,” Moody’s said in its annual credit analysis of Pakistan. The
report said, “Expectations that government debt would continue to rise
markedly, with a related deterioration in debt affordability from already
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weak levels, could also lead to a rating downgrade.” It expects real GDP
growth in Pakistan to slow to 4.3-4.7pc in fiscal year 2019 and fiscal 2020
from 5.8pc in FY18 in part due to policy measures taken to address the
external imbalance.
The Fitch Ratings, one of the three major global rating agencies, has
also cut Pakistan’s debt rating deeper into junk territory as the country
grapples with a lethal combination of low reserves, elevated debt repayments and a weakening fiscal position. The rating agency said it had downgraded Pakistan’s long-term foreign-currency issuer default rating by one
notch to B- from B. The move is in reaction to the country’s rising debt level
which is expected to swell due to its weak repayment capacity. At $7.3b,
Pakistan’s foreign currency reserves have dropped to the critical level of
around one-and-a-half months of import cover. Over the next three years,
the country’s sovereign debt-service obligations will range between $7b$9b per year, which includes a $1bn Eurobond repayment due in April
2019. “The rupee depreciation, lower oil prices and newly imposed import
duties will drive a deceleration in imports, while exports are likely to
strengthen gradually,” it observed.
The government has already received $2 billion from Saudi Arabia, out
of promised $3 billion, and the final tranche is expected to be received in
January. Saudi Arabia has also committed oil on deferred payment to the
tune of $274 million on a monthly basis. Similar assistance has been received from China and the UAE. However, high hopes of people have already been dashed. They were waiting for a miracle in their lives from the
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PTI government, but it has not happened. Instead, their lives have become
harder. The government has increased gas rates once, power tariff twice
and brought a mini-budget to increase prices of over 400 items in its first
four months. Its mood shows the next few months could be even harsher.
It could have provided relief to people by slashing diesel and petrol prices,
but it only marginally reduced their rates despite their international prices
having dipped significantly in the international market.
The government has announced presenting its second mini-budget to
the Parliament in early January, as the current level of fiscal deficit is not
sustainable. According to Finance Minister Asad Umar, the government is
considering a proposal to increase taxes and tariffs. In order to curtail the
budget deficit at the desired level, the IMF wants additional taxation measures to bridge its yawning revenue shortfall during the current fiscal year.
Different proposals are under consideration to jack up tax collection in the
remaining period of the current fiscal to reach close to Rs4,398 billion on
June 30, 2019.
The government has only taken ad hoc measure to run the financial
affairs of the country, which have badly hurt the people of Pakistan. The
government could have increased revenue generation through mini-budgets and electricity price hikes even without a team of economy experts.
It has resorted to what it used to criticize as an opposition in the last government. However, the government will not be able to continue with the
approach for long and as some ministers have also feared that a “yellow
vest” protest movement could also start in Pakistan.
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Diplomacy

Towards Afghan peace
Nasim Ahmed

After several false starts, the Afghan peace process has at last got under
way. Recently, the US and Afghan Taliban concluded peace talks in UAE
following Pakistan’s successful efforts to persuade the insurgents to come
to the negotiating table.
In a statement, the Foreign Office said that Pakistan’s role in bringing
the Taliban to the negotiating table with the United States is part of its
“shared responsibility” for peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan. In line
with Pakistan’s commitment to durable peace in Afghanistan, a representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was present during the US-Taliban
talks.
It may be recalled here that the US Special Representative for
Afghanistan Reconciliation, Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, recently visited
the region to speed up the peace efforts in Afghanistan. He has been deputed by the US government to navigate for a peace agreement with the
Afghan Taliban by exploring diplomatic and political avenues before the
upcoming Afghan presidential elections in April 2019.
Pakistan has always supported dialogue as the only option for a successful peace process in Afghanistan. Pakistan is a firm supporter of
peace in Afghanistan, as peace in Afghanistan would mean peace in Pakistan. No other country in the world has sacrificed as much in this war as
Pakistan. The Global Terrorism Index, which publishes data on terrorism
from across the world, ranks Pakistan as the second most terrorism-affected country in the world. But with grit and determination, Pakistan has
been able to eliminate the menace of terrorism from its soil. After establishing peace within, Pakistan now wants peace in the region, especially
Afghanistan which has been in the throes of a civil war for the last two
decades.
In recent months, the Afghan Taliban have achieved unprecedented
successes on the battlefield as well as in diplomatic parleys in Russia and
Central Asia. For peace in the region, serious and sincere efforts are
needed by all stakeholders. The Afghan Taliban as well as Pakistan are
for a peaceful settlement in Afghanistan through dialogue. But the United
States keeps shifting its position, seriously damaging the prospects for any
meaningful negotiations. Abrupt U-turns on the part of the US administration and lack of a clear decision on troop withdrawal have been the main
hurdles to peace in Afghanistan.
Analysts point out that whenever the US government announces its
intention to withdraw troops from Afghanistan, the Afghan Taliban scale
down their offensive to catalyze the peace process. On the other hand, increased US military activities draw an equally aggressive response from
the Taliban. Also, whenever a peace initiative is under way, the US government targets some high profile Taliban leadership, scuttling the whole
process. This leads to the conclusion that the US is not really interested in
peace in Afghanistan and somehow wants to prolong its stay there for as
long as possible.
With the security situation in Afghanistan deteriorating fast, time is on
the side of the Taliban. While the US dithers, the Afghan regime is getting
weaker by the day. On the other hand, the country’s mainstream political
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parties have established independent peace negotiating teams to talk to
the Taliban. Jamiat-e-Islami, led by Foreign Minister Salahuddin Rabbani,
the National Islamic Movement of Afghanistan led by General Abdul
Rashid Dostum, and the Gulbuddin Hekmatyar-led Hizb-e-Islami have created their own separate teams to negotiate with the Taliban.
President Trump’s decision some time back to pursue the Afghan policy
with increased ferocity backfired as evidenced by enhanced terrorist attacks on government installations and US troops. Subsequent events
proved that Pakistan’s leadership – both civilian and military – was right to
reject the new US policy, reiterating the need for a negotiated settlement
as well as reaffirming its commitment to facilitate the process of reconciliation in Afghanistan. Better late than never, the Trump administration finally
realised the folly of pursuing a military solution to the Afghan conflict and
asked Pakistan to help bring the Taliban to the negotiating table to find a
way to end the Afghan war.
Reports from the UAE after the initial round of talks say that the US
wants the Taliban to announce a six-month-long ceasefire, join the national
unity government that is to be installed in Afghanistan in the future and become part of the Afghan political system. On their part, the Taliban want
the US to release all their prisoners, lift the ban on the movement of their
leaders, remove their names from the blacklist and announce a deadline
for troop withdrawal from Afghanistan. The Taliban are reported to have
shown their willingness to agree on the proposed ceasefire, provided Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the UAE become guarantors and the future Afghan
government is given to someone acceptable to all stakeholders.
The sticking point remains the time-schedule for the withdrawal of all
foreign troops from Afghan soil, which all along has been the demand of
the Taliban. The Afghan Taliban’s willingness to accept the proposed
ceasefire for six months is a sign of flexibility on their part. It is now for the
US to respond in the same spirit to pave the way for a peaceful settlement
of the long festering war.

[As this article goes to press, US President Trump has announced a fifty
per cent cut in 14,000 US forces in Afghanistan. How this impacts the
US-Taliban negotiations has yet to be seen. Ed]
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Agriculture

A boost to the
farm sector
Nasim Ahmed

According to a report, the Ministry of National Food Security has formulated a Rs 82 billion plan for the agriculture sector aimed at enhancing
crop yields, improving water efficiency, livestock and fisheries development, and creation of agro-markets with the objective of uplifting small
farmers and reducing rural poverty. Giving the salient features of the plan,
Mehboob Sultan, the Minister for NFS, stated that the specified goals were
achievable and the plan will be implemented within two to three years. In
the area of crop yield, an investment of Rs 4 billion will be made for promoting mechanisation and a 50 percent subsidy will be given to small farmers on the purchase of crops-specific machinery; development of high
yielding varieties and improved provision of certified seeds. An amount of
Rs 4 billion was sanctioned for the Pakistan Agriculture Research Council
(PARC) to produce better seeds for farmers. Rs 8.6 billion has been allocated for the development of fisheries sector to promote shrimp farming,
cage fish culture, and trout farming in the northern areas.
Water efficiency will be improved under the Rs 68.60 billion National
Programme for Improvement of Water Courses by water course lining, enhancing command area of small and mini-dams in barani areas and water
conservation in barani areas in KP. Laser-levelling will be provided to small
farms on subsidised rates and the government will arrange 12,000 new
lasers over the next two to three years. A livestock initiative project will be
launched for Buffalo Calf Fattening Programme, Backyard Poultry Programme and Small and Medium Dairy Farms. A Foot and Mouth Disease
Project will be launched with the help of the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) at a cost of Rs 763 million. The government will also develop six markets in collaboration with the private sector to facilitate
consumers in purchasing produce. A state-of-the-art market is being developed in Lahore that will be replicated in five other locations.
The Rs 82 billion plan for the agriculture sector appears to be very ambitious, particularly when it has to be implemented within a short period of
two to three years, but seems necessary in view of the fact that other countries in the region and elsewhere have increased their agricultural productivity immensely while we have not been able to make much progress in
the area despite comparable quality of land and the hard work our farmers
have been doing. Besides, it needs to be highlighted that the agriculture
sector in Pakistan plays a crucial role in the economy as it contributes
about 19 percent to GDP and absorbs 42.3 percent of the labour force. It
is also an important source of foreign exchange earnings and stimulates
growth in other sectors like manufacturing and services. It may also be
recognised that it is not the first time that the government is focusing on
supporting small and marginalised farmers and promoting innovative technologies in this sector.
Past governments, realizing the importance of the agriculture sector,
had also tried to develop this sector by initiating a number of measures
like crop diversification, promotion of mechanisation and high value crops,
reduction in mark-up rates, enhancement in agriculture credit, subsidised
fertilizer prices and cheap electricity for agri-tube wells. As a result, this
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sector's performance has witnessed a moderate growth over the years but
not to the extent as desired by the government or as per the requirement
of the economy. One of the prime reasons for the slow growth in the agriculture sector, despite a number of initiatives, could be the reluctance of
small farmers to adopt new technologies. However, there is some difference between the present and previous approaches to agriculture boost.
The new measures have been taken on the recommendations made to
the prime minister by MNFS. The ministry has promised to make all- out
efforts in this regard and international experts will be engaged to set up
new facilities and upgrade existing research institutes while extension services at all levels will be provided to gain better production with less input.
While these are good steps, it will need to be ensured that the funds earmarked for the purpose are optimally utilized and richer farmers with big
land holdings are not allowed to pre-empt the resources meant for small
farmers and reduction of poverty. The net result of these measures could,
however, be assessed after a period of three years.
Lately, the government has also been giving special attention to the
farmers’ credit needs. According to State Bank data, there has been good
growth in agricultural loans recently. The banks have achieved the overall
annual target of Rs 1 trillion. With fresh disbursement, the outstanding portfolio of agri-loans also increased to Rs 444.465 billion by the end of January 2018 compared to Rs 367.547 billion at the end of January 2017.
Experts say that affordable bank credit along with better availability of basic
inputs such as fertilizer, seeds, pesticides and government support prices
would provide the needed support to the agricultural sector. The SBP has
already adopted a long-term strategy to disburse maximum amount under
agri-credit to facilitate farmers, while banks are also making all-out efforts
to meet their targets following the SBP's guidelines.
The SBP is closely monitoring the banks' performance, besides followup of indicative targets with the top management of banks and their agricultural heads to achieve a Rs 1 trillion target. A detailed analysis shows
that in addition to traditional formal channels, disbursements through microfinance banks and institutions are also picking up pace. Five large
banks collectively disbursed agri-loans of Rs 255.209 billion or 49 percent
of their annual target in July-January of FY18. The disbursed amount is
some 44 percent higher than Rs 177.711 billion disbursement made during
the corresponding period the year before. Under specialized banks, ZTBL
disbursed Rs 42.569 billion (34 percent of its annual target) and PPCBL
achieved 37 percent of its target by disbursing Rs 5.616 billion during the
period under review.
Fourteen domestic private banks as a group achieved 50 percent of
the target and disbursed some Rs 100.27 billion. Five Islamic banks as a
group disbursed agri-loans of Rs 8.745 billion or 43.73 percent of their annual target of Rs 20 billion, while 11 microfinance banks disbursed Rs
71.08 billion and achieved 71 percent of annual target of Rs 100 billion.
Microfinance institutions achieved 64 percent of the target with a Rs 16
billion agri-credit disbursement.
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Accountability

Shahbaz Sharif’s
hopes of survival
Muhammad Hassan

Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) President Shahbaz Sharif has been elected
chairman of the Public Accounts Committee after months of tension between the government and the opposition. His appointment to a key parliamentary post is being seen as a first step for relief for him and few
other members of the Sharif family, who are facing corruption cases.
The government is still perturbed over his appointment, as if it was
forced to accept his nomination. Prime Minister Imran Khan once again
warned the leaders of opposition parties that his government would not
back down from holding them accountable for their alleged corrupt practices during their respective tenures. His words created an impression
as if he was forced to back down from his promise of not accepting
Shahbaz as PAC head. According to Information Minister Fawad
Chaudhry, the opposition parties had “blackmailed” the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government into giving the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) chairmanship to PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif. Addressing a press conference, he alleged the opposition had used
undemocratic tactics for the appointment of Shahbaz Sharif, who is facing many corruption cases. It will also be interesting to see Shahbaz
coming from jail or NAB custody to head the parliamentary committee.
The deadlock on the appointment of the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) chairman ended when the government accepted the opposition
parties’ demand, paving the way for the formation of standing committees, which are necessary to run the business of the National Assembly.
The PAC is the apex parliamentary watchdog that oversees the audit of
revenue and expenditure by the government and it is considered to be
the most powerful and important committee of the parliament. Previously, the PAC comprised only National Assembly members, but members of the Senate have also been made part of it recently.
The PTI government was reluctant to give the chairmanship of the
vital parliamentary committee to the opposition leader, because it said
PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif could not hold fair accountability of
projects of the government of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.
Under the agreement, a special committee, headed by a PTI lawmaker,
will review the audit objections of the PML-N tenure. The government
had asked the opposition to name anybody, other than Shahbaz Sharif,
but the opposition refused, arguing that according to parliamentary traditions, only the leader of the opposition was eligible to become chairman of the committee.
The development has come at a time when Shabbaz Sharif is facing
corruption charges in the Ashiana-i-Iqbal Housing Scheme case and he
is currently under judicial remand. His designated residence in Islamabad was declared a sub-jail after the National Assembly speaker issued his production orders, so that the PML-N president could attend
the parliamentary session. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
has also filed a supplementary reference against Shahbaz Sharif, former
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Principal Secretary to ex-Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Fawad Hasan
Fawad, former Lahore Development Authority (LDA) Director General
Ahad Cheema and others in the Ashiyana-i-Iqbal scam. Filed in an accountability court in Lahore, the supplementary reference alleges that
Shahbaz Sharif had usurped "the powers of the Board of Directors of
the Punjab Land Development Company (PLDC) and transferred the
project of Aashiana-i-Iqbal from PLDC to LDA." The reference says
Shahbaz Sharif, in connivance with Cheema, had awarded the contract
to an illegible proxy, which resulted in the failure of the project and loss
to the state exchequer and deprived 61,000 poor applicants of houses.
The reference accuses Sharif Sharif of causing a loss of Rs660 million to the state exchequer and also an escalation of the project cost by
approximately Rs3.39 billion. He is accused of cancelling the award of
the project to successful bidder M/s Chaudhry Latif and Sons and instead obliging M/s Lahore Casa Developers (JV) — a proxy group of
M/s Paragon City (Pvt) Limited, which was developed by former Railways Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique, who along with his brother
Salman Rafique, is already in NAB’s custody in the Paragon Housing
Society scandal.
According to NAB, Saad Rafique, in connivance with his wife Ghazala Saad Rafique, brother Salman Rafique, Qaiser Amin Butt and
Nadeem Zia, started the Air Avenue housing project. Later, Air Avenue
was changed into M/s Paragon City (Pvt) Limited. The record shows that
it was an illegal housing society, which deprived people of billions of rupees. Saad got allocated 40 kanals of plots against his and his brother’s
name in the society. By misusing their position, they extended the project illegally and benefited by selling many commercial plots, amounting
to billions of rupees. Former director of the Paragon City project, Qaiser
Amin Butt, has already become an approver against Saad Rafique in
the case.
As new developments in the housing schemes have added to problems of Shahbaz Sharif, Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed has
claimed Shahbaz Sharif's wife Tehmina Durrani was playing an active
role for the National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO)-like relief for her
husband and predicted that all corrupt elements including politicians
would be behind bars by March 2019. He also claimed that former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif was still looking for relief for his daughter Maryam
Nawaz.
Some analysts say Prime Minister Imran Khan talked repeatedly
about the NRO in the context of pressure on him to appoint Shahbaz
Sharif as PAC chairman. It was a warning to the establishment, when
he had hinted at fresh elections in the country, they say. Shahbaz Sharif
is considered very close to the establishment. After becoming the PAC
head, he can summon heads of almost all institutions and issue production orders for legislators. It is said his empowerment is not without a
reason.
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CPEC

Indo-US threats
Muhammad Ali

The United States has come out in the open to oppose the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). In a bid to malign the project and advance its interests in the region, a US media report claims a special
economic zone under the project will be created in Pakistan to produce
a new generation of fighter jets, weaponry and other hardware and
China could use Gwadar port to expand its military outreach.
The report expresses US concerns about “Pakistan losing sovereignty to its deep-pocketed Asian ally,” which can use Gwadar as a
strategic card against India and the United States if tensions worsen to
the point of naval blockades as the two powers increasingly confront
each other at sea. The US is also “worried” about Pakistan’s Chinese
debt problem and Chinese state-owned companies constructing seaports at strategic spots around the Indian Ocean, including places in Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, and Malaysia, which it considers a threat to its interests and India’s, its regional ally.
According to a New York Times report, Pakistan already had a replacement sponsor lined up when President Trump started the New Year
by suspending billions of dollars of security aid to Pakistan. “One theory
was that it would scare the Pakistani military into cooperating better with
its American allies. Just two weeks later, the Pakistani Air Force and
Chinese officials were putting the final touches on a secret proposal to
expand Pakistan’s building of Chinese military jets, weaponry and other
hardware. The confidential plan, reviewed by The New York Times,
would also deepen the cooperation between China and Pakistan in
space, a frontier the Pentagon recently said Beijing was trying to militarize after decades of playing catch-up,” it claimed.
“All those military projects were designated as part of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative, a $1 trillion chain of infrastructure development programs stretching across some 70 countries, built and financed by Beijing. Chinese officials have repeatedly said the Belt and Road is purely
an economic project with peaceful intent. But with its plan for Pakistan,
China is for the first time explicitly tying a Belt and Road proposal to its
military ambitions — and confirming the concerns of a host of nations
who suspect the infrastructure initiative is really about helping China
project armed might. As China’s strategically located and nuclear-armed
neighbor, Pakistan has been the leading example of how the Chinese
projects are being used to give Beijing both favor and leverage among
its clients. Since the beginning of the Belt and Road Initiative in 2013,
Pakistan has been the program’s flagship site, with some $62 billion in
projects planned in the so-called China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. In
the process, China has lent more and more money to Pakistan at a time
of economic desperation there, binding the two countries ever closer,”
it noted.
“For the most part, Pakistan has eagerly turned more toward China
as the chill with the United States has deepened. Some Pakistani officials are growing concerned about losing sovereignty to their deeppocketed Asian ally, but the host of ways the two countries are now
bound together may leave Pakistan with little choice but to go along.
Even before the revelation of the new Chinese-Pakistani military cooperation, some of China’s biggest projects in Pakistan had clear strategic
implications. A Chinese-built seaport and special economic zone in the
Pakistani town of Gwadar is rooted in trade, giving China a quicker route
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to get goods to the Arabian Sea. But it also gives Beijing a strategic card
to play against India and the United States if tensions worsen to the
point of naval blockades as the two powers increasingly confront each
other at sea. A less scrutinized component of Belt and Road is the central role Pakistan plays in China’s Beidou satellite navigation system.
Pakistan is the only other country that has been granted access to the
system’s military service, allowing more precise guidance for missiles,
ships and aircraft. The cooperation is meant to be a blueprint for Beidou’s expansion to other Belt and Road nations, however, ostensibly
ending its clients’ reliance on the American military-run GPS network
that Chinese officials fear is monitored and manipulated by the United
States. In Pakistan, China has found an amenable ally with much to recommend it: shared borders and a long history of cooperation; a hedge
in South Asia against India; a large market for arms sales and trade with
potential for growth; a wealth of natural resources,” the report claimed.
Quoting military analysts, it predicted that China could use Gwadar
to expand the naval footprint of its attack submarines, after agreeing in
2015 to sell eight submarines to Pakistan in a deal worth up to $6 billion.
China could use the equipment it sells to the South Asian country to refuel its own submarines, extending its navy’s global reach. For China,
Pakistan could become a showcase for other countries seeking to shift
their militaries away from American equipment and toward Chinese
arms, Western diplomats said. “And because China is not averse to selling such advanced weaponry as ballistic missiles — which the United
States will not sell to allies like Saudi Arabia — the deal with Pakistan
could be a steppingstone to a bigger market for Chinese weapons in the
Muslim world.”
If analyzed carefully, the report expresses the feeling of an enemy
and a former friend of Pakistan. The report contains the concerns of the
US and India about rising cooperation between Pakistan and China.
Pakistan has become a battleground between the US and China in a
trade war between the two superpowers. The US has curtailed Pakistan’s security-related aid after opposing an idea of an International
Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout for it. It indicates the US frustration after
Pakistan came out of its influence and entered into strategic partnership
with China. Against its earlier stance that the US wanted similar cooperation with Pakistan, it appears to be annoyed at both Pakistan and
China after the launch of CPEC.
According to media reports, the Indian spy agency, Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW), has established a desk with a special allocation
at its headquarters in New Delhi to scuttle CPEC. The RAW chief is personally supervising the desk as he reports to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi directly and seeks instructions from him. The US media report appears to be fed by it. The US and India have sealed deals of billions of
dollars in nuclear trade and defence ties. The two have also reached a
nuclear trade, besides signing a number of agreements for cooperation
in defence, security, space and high technologies recently. But they cannot see Pakistan’s close ties with China, though China has rubbished
the report that it is using the CPEC for military purposes. After protest,
Pakistan has accepted the new partnership between the US and India.
It defies reason, then, why the latter two should be so assiduously endeavouring to scuttle Sino-Pakistan cooperation.
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Accountability

NAB’s worsening
image
Muhammad Zain

The death of a professor of University of Sargodha in handcuffs has
sparked countrywide outrage against the National Accountability Bureau
(NAB). Calls are also growing for amendments to the NAB law, which does
not allow politicians and the rich accused to be handcuffed, while an ordinary accused is chained even after death.
A picture of the body in handcuffs was flashed by all news channels and
newspapers, which outraged people, who have seen politicians and elites
appearing before courts without handcuffs, even after committing corruption, worth billions of rupees. NAB had arrested the accused in October in
connection with “opening illegal campuses and minting millions from students.” Even if he had committed corruption, he was a professor and deserved better treatment from the nation. His handcuffs should have been
removed when he had suffered a heart attack, on the way to hospital or
even after death. The incident has once again brought NAB into the limelight, which has been under fire from opposition parties for selective accountability.
The professor's death allowed the opposition to target NAB and the government. Senate Standing Committee for Human Rights Chairman Mustafa
Nawaz took notice of the death and summoned the NAB director-general
and the IG Prisons Punjab in person. "A person's death under custody is a
grave matter. It is evident that the law is being used against the weak. What
sort of accountability is this, the scope of which does not extend beyond
students and politicians?" he said. Even Federal Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry took a jibe at NAB and said politicians, who had plundered billions of rupees, were roaming freely but a weak person died in
handcuffs.
The NAB law grants unprecedented power to its chairman, who can
order the arrest of an accused even before the completion of investigations.
Some accused are arrested during investigations and some not. It maligns
the image of NAB. It has been investigating many ministers for some time
but only leaders of opposition parties have been arrested. NAB may have
some solid reason for their arrest, but it has never explained why it has arrested opposition leaders only and spared ministers, who are also facing
corruption probes. According to statistics, of the 79 ongoing inquiries, investigations or prosecution of cases of politicians, the largest number, 29
or 37pc, pertains to PPP affiliates, followed by 21 or 27pc linked to the PMLN. The PTI has a share of 10 or 13pc in various stages. Among government
servants and businessmen, who are facing NAB accountability or arrests,
are alleged to be involved in cases primarily relating to one opposition politician or the other.
Experts say arrests by NAB raise questions of the even-handedness of
the institution. Research shows a total of eight high-profile cases of politicians who continue to be in NAB custody in the July-September 2018 period and all but one case pertains to the opposition parties, with four from
the PML-N and three from the PPP.
The Supreme Court of Pakistan has also found flaws in the NAB law
and ordered the parliament to amend them. In its latest judgment, the court
ordered an amendment to the accountability law which allows voluntary return of plundered money by February 2019, or else the court would pass
an appropriate order. A Supreme Court bench, headed by Justice Sheikh
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Azmat Saeed, observed that it was tantamount to confession of offence if
an accused voluntary returned part of ill-gotten money and that it could not
undo the crime. Justice Asif Saeed Khosa said the court could strike down
the voluntary return law since it was an admission of committing of an offence, adding that there was no room in the law to waive criminal liability
through an executive order. Voluntary return is an option under which an
accused returns plundered money during investigations before the filing of
a corruption reference in an accountability court. In case of a trial, plea bargain option is used for the purpose.
Chief Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar has also hinted at reviewing
plea bargain powers of the NAB chairman. He observed the discretionary
powers of the NAB chairman in plea bargain could not be unlimited. The
Supreme Court has also suggested lawmakers consider amending the National Accountability Ordinance (NAO) 1999, to enable an accused person
to apply for bail to an accountability court. Justice Asif Saeed Khosa also
recommended revising the unrealistic timeframe of 30 days for the conclusion of a trial under the NAB law. The court has already constituted a larger
bench to consider if constitutional jurisdiction to grant bail should be invoked
when there is a statutory ouster of courts to grant bail pending appeal
against special courts, like the accountability court, particularly in cases involving grant of bail by suspending the sentence and release on bail during
pendency of the appeal.
After directions from the court, the government and the opposition have
started deliberations to amend the NAB law. Under the new proposals, the
physical remand period of the accused could be reduced to 14 days from
three months. Besides, the accused could also be entitled to bail. A proposal is also under consideration that no accused could be arrested before
the filing of a reference or a court verdict. The opposition has proposed the
formation of a parliamentary committee to make decisions, in case the accused is a parliamentarian. It also proposed a special commission to view
evidence against an accused and if it is satisfied, NAB could arrest the accused. The opposition also wants a timeframe for NAB to conclude a case.
Fair accountability is the foremost agenda of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
He should revamp NAB under the light of court observations. It is his prime
responsibility to make laws to ensure fair elections and accountability, if he
wants to put Pakistan on the road to progress and prosperity.
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Elections

Result that
rocked Modi
Shahid Hussain

Electoral losses for the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in five Indian states have shattered Prime Minister Narendra Modi's aura of invincibility ahead of the April 2019 general election. It also marks the
failure of his agenda of promoting hardline Hindu politics and a revival
of fortunes for the Congress, the oldest party of India.
The elections in crucial heartland Indian states, where Narendra
Modi had scored significant victories in the 2014 election, show a huge
drop in support for his party. The results have laid bare weaknesses in
the ruling party, which is overwhelmingly dependent on Modi to win
elections. The party is seen as having been transformed into a oneman outfit from a cadre-based institution. Modi is overexposed and
failed to fulfill his promises. The incumbency factor also led to his
party's drubbing. Minorities, especially Muslims, are deeply annoyed
with his policies to promote Hindu extremism.
According to a recent report in the Washington Post, Modi’s India
is a living nightmare for Muslims. “Anti-Muslim hate crimes are not just
encouraged but also rewarded by those in power. According to a report
on hate crimes released by Fact Checker, 76 percent of victims of hate
crimes in India over the past 10 years have been Muslims. Ninety percent of these attacks have occurred since Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was voted into power in 2014. By labeling Muslims as beef eaters
and expanding bans on the consumption of beef by putting in place
new rules to curtail cow slaughter that disadvantage Muslim and lowercaste Hindus, the Hindu nationalist BJP is encouraging young Hindu
men to become so-called cow vigilantes, who brandish their patriotism
and faith by physically attacking Muslims. Even a rumor that a Muslim
family ate beef for dinner, or a Muslim man ferried a cow to a slaughterhouse, can prove fatal in the hinterlands today. When Muslims are
not being lynched for bovine-related reasons, they are attacked for
marrying Hindu girls, for sporting a beard, or for wearing a skullcap or
other symbols of religious identity. They are berated on popular, statefavored news channels for being ungrateful betrayers and traitors,” it
noted.
Prime Minister Modi's party lost to the main opposition Congress
party in the Hindi-speaking heartland states of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, all of which it previously governed. Local
parties swept up the other two states - Telangana and Mizoram - putting the BJP in a tough place ahead of the general elections. The
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) noted the losses in the five
states led to speculation that the BJP’s agenda of promoting Hindutva
has backfired. “It appears that after winning no less than 13 state elections since coming to power in 2014, the BJP's seemingly invincible
electoral juggernaut is losing steam,” it observed.
The election results mark the revival of the Congress, in less than
five years, from being reduced to 44 seats in the Lok Sabha and no
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hope for the future. Under a novice Rahul Gandhi, the party has
emerged a major player and tough competitor in just a year. Many observers believe the BJP's defeats are because the party deviated from
the development agenda that swept it to power. The pursuit of Hindutva
has backfired, they say. But others insist that it is actually the opposite
that is true. The way people feel disenchanted with the economic policies of the government, they have also lost faith in the government's
commitment to build the Ram temple at Ayodhya, they say. Modi has
never openly supported hardline elements, but his silence on issues,
such as an increasing number of attacks on Muslims, is interpreted as
a tacit approval for muscular Hindu politics.
His government leads a lacklustre economy. And this renewed pressure to recommit to Hindutva, despite its apparent failure as an electoral
agenda, puts Modi's government in a difficult place. There is also the
fact that the Hindu hardliner Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
played a vital role in the BJP's 2014 election victory by mobilising and
galvanising voters. It is also credited for Modi's rise from state chief
minister to a national figure. Besides spearheading a sophisticated online and digital campaign in his favour, it also held 600 district-level
meetings across the country to make Modi a familiar name among the
rural population. Clearly, they cannot be ignored or offended. So even
as the liberals suggest that Hindutva has backfired and demand that
the government refocus on the economy, there are voices within the
BJP which are demanding a more strident return to the party's "core"
agenda - including the construction of the Ram temple and renewed
focus on efforts to protect cows - to reassure their base that the BJP
has not abandoned them. The less-than-satisfactory economic performance will also make the Hindutva agenda more important, they say.
Local analysts say the Modi government invested more in infrastructure and city services. Investment bolstered economic growth that
allowed India to surpass France to become the world's sixth largest
economy in July. People, who work in industries like manufacturing and
services, benefitted most from the growth. But for farmers the truth was
different. They accused the government of investing too little in agriculture and rural areas. The infrastructure for agriculture in India is less
developed and many farmers still make a living depending on weather
and climate. Farmers' lives have become harder under the BJP government as the price of produce decreased while the cost of inputs,
like seeds and fertilizers, kept rising.
The opposition accuses the government of being too close to corporate houses and ignoring the interests of the middle and lower
classes. India's youth unemployment rate has been high at about 15
percent. The government of Atal Bihari Vajpayee lost the general election in 2004, because his policies failed to benefit the middle and lower
classes. History could repeat itself in the 2019 elections.
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Politics

End of the trail
for Zardari?
Husnain Shahid

The fate of former President Asif Ali has almost been sealed after an investigation into fake accounts, which were used for illegal transactions of
about Rs220 billion. Details of his US flat have also emerged, which he allegedly concealed in his tax returns and nomination papers. It may lead to
his disqualification from politics for life.
According to a Joint Investigation Team (JIT) report, 415 individuals
and 172 organisations were involved in transactions of some Rs220 billion
through 104 fake accounts. The report identified the accused and details
of their assets abroad after forensic analysis of the fake bank accounts,
records of entities and individuals taken from the Security Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), National Accountability Bureau (NAB), Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and
intelligence agencies, while responses on requests under the Mutual Legal
Assistance are yet to be received from different countries. Former President Asif Ali Zardari is believed to own properties in Brussels and Paris.
Statements of key accused, including Asif Zardari, his sister MPA Faryal
Talpur, son and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Mustafa Memon, Zain Malik of Bahria Town, Abdul Ghani Majeed
and Anwar Majeed of Omni Group were recorded.
The JIT report revealed that Rs4.14 million was paid from a fake account owned by M/s Logistic Trading for food supplies to Bilawal House
by a restaurant on June 29, 2015. Another payment of Rs1.54 million of
domestic water bill for April 20, 2015, of House No D-30, Block 3, Clifton,
owned by Asif Zardari, was made from a fake account at a private bank in
Karachi. Zardari Group Pvt. Ltd. also received amounts from an international account at a private bank in Karachi. A domestic worker of Asif
Zardari had around Rs8.1 billion stashed in one of his fake accounts.
Mushtaq Ahmed, 37, who once served as a personal staff member of
Zardari, accumulated the wealth with Zain Malik through a joint fake account maintained in a private bank in Karachi during 2014-15.
Summit Bank President Nasser Abdullah Lootah, Ansari Sugar Mills
Pvt. Ltd. (Anwar Majeed, Ali Kamal Majeed), Omni Polymer Packages Pvt.
Ltd., Pak Ethnol Pvt. Ltd., Chamber Sugar Mills Pvt. Ltd., M/s Agro Farms
Thatta Pvt. Ltd.; Zardari Group Pvt. Ltd. (Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Asif Ali
Zardari, Faryal Talpur), Parthenon Pvt. Ltd. (Iqbal Khan Noori), A-One International, Lucky International, Logistic Trading, Royal International and
Umair Associates were identified as prime accused in the investigation.
The JIT also found Zain Malik, son-in-law of Malik Riaz of Bahria Town,
involved in the case. The suspicious transactions were made through 29
accounts — 16 in Summit Bank, eight in Sindh Bank and five in United
Bank Limited (UBL).
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) has also filed an application with
the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), seeking the disqualification
of Asif Ali Zardari for concealing assets. According to the application,
Zardari has failed to declare an apartment he allegedly owns in Belaire
Condominiums at 524 East 72nd Street, New York, in his nomination form
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for the 2018 general elections. The PPP leader is a member of the National
Assembly from NA-213, Shaheed Benazirabad, Sindh. A second document purports to show that Ms. Mehreen Shah was granted the power of
attorney for the condo unit by Zardari. Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi
shared on social media property tax statements of a flat in New York
owned but not declared by Asif Zardari. He shared on Twitter the property
tax statements of an apartment in the Manhattan borough of New York
City. The documents bear the name "Asif A. Zardari". The veracity of the
documents could not be independently confirmed. The PTI claims the documents are available online, while the PPP has said Zardari owned the
property but had sold it 20 years ago. After admitting its ownership, Zardari
will have to prove his claim through documents because the papers suggest he was still owner in 2008, when his party won the election and he
became the president of Pakistan.
Responding to the PTI’s move, the PPP swung into action and its
leader Farhatullah Babar filed a petition in the ECP against Prime Minister
Imran Khan and Federal Minister for Water Faisal Vawda. In the petition,
Babar sought details of Imran Khan and Vawda’s assets and their election
campaign expenses. He also sought details of assets of the prime minister’s sister, Aleema Khanum, and her money trail. He also filed a plea in
the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) to seek details of PTI leader Jahangir Khan Tareen’s bank accounts.
The PPP calls all cases against Asif Zaradari and his close aides “a
conspiracy to defame the party.” It has finalised a strategy if Zardari was
arrested, though he is on bail until January 5, 2019. The party plans to lock
down Sindh to protest his arrest. It has also decided to give “a tough time”
to the government. The party’s senior leaders have proposed a no-confidence motion against Prime Minister Imran Khan.
However, experts believe the PPP will not be able to muster the support
of the common people on Zardari’s arrest, even in Sindh. His arrest could
also be beneficial for his party, which has been tainted beyond repair because of his alleged corruption. It may also pave the way for a free hand
to Bilawal Bhutto, if he survives the fake accounts case. As former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif has implicated his children in corruption cases
against him, Zardari has also attempted to take Bilawal to jail with him.
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Afghanistan

Implications of US-Taliban
talks, courtesy Pakistan
Raza Khan
The much-needed talks between the United States and Afghan Taliban recently held in Abu Dhabi in United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a very important
development and if properly managed and the stakeholders demonstrate
earnestness, may result in some decisive steps for cessation of hostilities
and, ultimately, of installing a broad-based government in Afghanistan.
The talks in Abu Dhabi lasted for three days and were attended by representatives of the Afghan Taliban, the US as well as officials from Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia. There are some indications soon after the parleys from
the US side that talks were fruitful. However, the Afghan Taliban rejected the
claims of any agreement between the two sides to have a ceasefire. At the
moment nothing could be said with certainty about the success or failure of
the recent talks but the fact that the talks continued for three days rather than
the agreed upon schedule of one day is a key indicator of their seriousness
and importance.
It was the first time that the Taliban’s both military and political leaders attended negotiations– something that has renewed hopes of a possible peace
deal. Previously, the Taliban were only represented by their political office in
Qatar.
The US Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay
Khalilzad, who led the US side at the talks expressing his optimism said in a
tweet, “Had productive meetings in the UAE with Afghan and international
partners to promote intra-Afghan dialogue towards ending the conflict in
#Afghanistan.” The expression of such optimism is something quite early but
keeping in view the Americans desire to end the conflict in Afghanistan, which
is the longest overseas military engagement in US history, such expression
is understandable. However, if any positive development towards peace in
Afghanistan had not really taken place during the recent talks, Khalilzad
should have refrained from such statements because this would unnecessarily vitiate the atmosphere for further parleys. At the same time Khalilzad’s
optimism should not the rejected out of hand.
On his part, the Taliban spokesperson, however, claimed that discussions
focused on the complete withdrawal of the US forces from Afghanistan. Since
long withdrawal of US and other foreign forces has been the central demand
of the Taliban before holding of any meaningful negotiations. However, the
Taliban over the years have shown some flexibility in their stance by holding
talks with Americans. Nevertheless, the Taliban have been claiming that the
talks were held, as mentioned above, for the withdrawal of foreign and US
forces from Afghanistan. However, it is difficult to believe that during the Abu
Dhabi talks only withdrawal of foreign and Americans forces from Afghanistan
may have been discussed as in that case the talks could have been stillborn.
Indubitably, the talks must have addressed all aspects of the conflict in
Afghanistan, including the alien troops withdrawal as well as the formation of
a national or broad-based government or, for that matter, political power sharing in the future dispensation of Afghanistan. Therefore, it is hard to believe
also the Taliban spokesperson dismissal of reports that any proposal was
not under consideration regarding the setting up of interim government in
Afghanistan or a six-month ceasefire. The presence of the Taliban leaders
like Mullah Amir Mutaqi, Qari Yahya, Mullah Mohibullah Hamas and Mullah
Abbas Akhund at the UAE talks indicates seriousness of the insurgent group
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towards the latest round of discussions.
Taliban may not have agreed to ceasefire for six months or any other
length of time because it may give time to the Afghan National Security
Forces (ANSF) and US troops to relieve from the pressure which the insurgents have build on the battlefield. However, the Taliban cannot refuse to
agree to a ceasefire because any meaningful strides towards peace in
Afghanistan are dependent on the Taliban readiness to stop fighting, at least
temporarily. Importantly, Taliban interlocutors stated that if Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and UAE would stand guarantors the militia could agree to a ceasefire.
This is, indeed, a tangible development and this could be built on in the next
rounds of negotiations between the two sides.
Insofar as the talks regarding the future governemtnal set-up in
Afghanistan is concerned the Taliban must have negotiated the point because the political future of the militia also depends upon such negotiations.
Yes it is very much understandable that the Taliban would not show much
flexibility on the point at once in order to appropriate for the militia as much
state power as possible. The Taliban also understand that they have to share
power with other stakeholders in the would-be political dispensation in the
country as they cannot realistically claim to be the only stakeholder in the
Afghan state structure. This is very much evident from the fact that the Taliban
predominantly comprise of the Pashtun ethnic group while other key ethnic
groups including Tajiks, Uzbeks, Turkemen and Hazaras also have important
stakes in the Afghan state and governmental structure. If the Taliban do not
recognize the claims and share of other stakeholders this is tantamount to
prolonging the Afghan conflict unnecessarily which may reduce the importance of the Taliban overtime.
On the other hand many observers believe that the Taliban statement of
not striking any deal for a ceasefire or discussing a future governmental setup may just be meant for its foot soldiers and members who are not in favour
of striking a peace deal with the US or the Afghan government. There may
be some element of truth in this line of argument because it is quite difficult
for the top commanders of the Taliban to strike a deal with Kabul or Washington with so much vitriolic anti-US and anti-Kabul sentiments present within
the rank and file.
In the entire episode of US-Taliban talks the importance of Pakistan in the
Afghan conflict theatre again came to the fore. It may be remembered that
the negotiations only took place when Pakistan facilitated them after US President Donald Trump personally requested Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan by writing a letter to him. Very rightly taking a dig at US leadership PM
Khan said that the former used to dub him as Taliban Khan when he years
ago would advise negotiations with the Taliban but now the same leadership
asked him to facilitate talks with the Taliban. However, he said that Islamabad
would do its utmost to facilitate the Washington-Taliban talks. This situation
once again highlights the importance of Pakistan and particularly PM Khan
in the international circles. If there is a breakthrough in Afghanistan peace
with the sponsorship of Pakistan the international stature of Pakistan and PM
Khan would grow tremendously. It is high time that the conflict in Afghanistan
should reach its logical conclusion and all parties to it must realize the catastrophic consequences if peace remains elusive in the war-torn country.
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Governance

Does the situation
warrant mid-term
Raza Khan

Recently Prime Minister Imran Khan and former President Asif Ali Zardari,
to the surprise of many, hinted at mid-term elections in the country, causing
many observers to ask why such statements were made. Hints at mid-term
elections by persons who hold, or previously held, the highest governmental offices in the country at such a time when national elections were held
just five months back is, indeed, perplexing. In particular the statement of
PM Khan does not make much sense when his party the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) finally formed the government after almost 22 years
of continued political struggle. Statements regarding snap polls in the
country reveal the structural and fundamental problems with the political
system. Here it is important to understand that even mid-term or any number of elections may not reform the system because of basic structural is-
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sues.
Continuity of democracy in the country is the only way forward and it is
because of that very factor that despite multiple weaknesses and grave
problems that have afflicted political system of Pakistan, whatever good
we can see today unfolding in the shape of the capturing of political power
by a relatively new party, judicial activism, the media watchdog role and
the military’s distancing itself from the political arena are because of the
continuity of the political process.
Noticeably, three successive governments completed their respective
tenures when Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz government completed its
five-year term at the end of May last. The PML-N government was preceded by the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid led government (2002-2007)
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and Pakistan People’s Party-led regime (2008-2013).
However, there has been a kind of unstable stability in the political system of Pakistan, despite continuity of the system. Governance and the
state’s response mechanism to the basic needs of the people and their issues and problems largely remain slow. This has been fundamentally due
to the lacunae in the political system or simply its irrelevance. Therefore,
today the PTI government with PM Khan in the saddle with all his sincerity
and dedication to reform the system and put the country on the course of
development is facing extreme problems and it appears that even the PTI
government may fail to rectify the system and its institutions. In this scenario, the most important question would be what option would the state
have left to exercise. New elections may just propel one of the two main
opposition, but erstwhile long-ruling political parties, the PML-N and the
PPP to power. However, how can either of the two parties, which have
been responsible for much of the present multiple crises, be expected to
address the basic problems and needs of the people? Therefore, something has to be thought out of the box because it is a question of the survival and functionality of the state.
Different quarters are presenting different solutions to the multiple crises
in the country. The opportunistic political parties and leaders like Maulana
Fazl, PPP, PML-N, ANP and others see the solution in the resignation of
PM Khan and some have suggested formation of the national or unity government. It is anybody’s guess how practicable such an idea is. No doubt,
national governments have historically been installed at the time of crisis
in different countries, for instance the U.K., during World War II, but could
it be a solution to the problems of the system in Pakistan? The answer is
an emphatic negative. First, formation of a national government is near to
impossible in a country with such polarized politics and virulent political
opposition. A national government, as proposed by PML-N leader and former Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah, ought to include almost all the
political parties and groups of the country that believe in the unity of the
federation. In Pakistan’s case it is an extremely difficult goal to realize.
Thus a Pakistani version of a national or unity government would include
the top few political parties to be part of the ruling dispensation. Again problems would crop up regarding the head of the government and the distribution of ministries and powers. If one will recall, in 2008 soon after the
death of former prime minister and PPP chairperson Benazir Bhutto, when
her party won the elections the main opposition party the PML-N also
joined the coalition government. However, soon the PML-N had to withdraw from the coalition or was expelled by the PPP.
So with the present system not delivering the much-needed goods, and
mid-term elections and a national government not the solution, and continuity of democracy necessary for the survival of the state and solidarity of
society what is the other option? As saner elements within the society are
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Noticeably, three successive governments completed their respective tenures when Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz government completed its five-year term at the end
of May last.
arguing the most viable option left is fundamental and drastic changes in
the political structure. The au fait members of the intellectual community
of Pakistan believe the country is faced with the most serious crisis of its
history and the same could be averted if radical changes are made in the
political system and its institutions. Some are even calling for bringing in a
new constitution while others are demanding changing of the political system from parliamentary to presidential. However, changing of the political
system would necessarily require bringing in a new constitution. It is important to note that advise to formulate a new constitution for the country
and switching to the presidential system have been made by highly-respected members of the intelligentsia and political leadership. For instance,
at one point even former prime minister Mir Zafarullah Jamali suggested
bringing in a new constitution for the country. People like Jamali by calling
for the need for a new constitution have pointed towards those subdued
voices that since long have been calling for the same as a permanent solution of country political problems.
The political crisis in the country seems to be heading towards some
historical development and there is no denying the fact that the situation is
grave, thus necessitating calling for moving from a parliamentary system
to a presidential form of government to overcome the crisis. In fact, the installing of a parliamentary system by the political stakeholders in the early
1970s, was done in bad faith as all wanted a permanent piece of the pie
in the system. They calculated that even with a few parliamentary seats
with their political ambits would enable them to remain part of the system
and enjoy the perks and privileges of power, as otherwise a presidential
system would propel just one person or party to have absolute control.
However, pursuit of this narrow political interest has cost the country dearly.
A presidential system in a country like Pakistan could be far more democratic and representative than the existing parliamentary system which has
failed to lay the foundation of a democratic culture in the country. The crisis
in Pakistan is severe; now it is up to the decision-makers to take decisive
steps to ensure the continuity of democracy but to install such a system
which could address the issues and needs of the people.
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Education

PTI’s New Deal 2023
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-led coalition government was in
place in the Punjab province for almost one month when the Government Boys Primary School in Beeni Sulehriyaan village of Sabzpeer
Markaz area, Pasrur tehsil (Sialkot district), was closed down. Munir
Ahmad Dhudhi, a resident of the village, told Cutting Edge that it was
the only school for primary education in the village.
The main reason, given by the Education Department for the closure,
was “a lot of reduction in the number of students enrolled in the school”.
However, what the department did not share was the reason for students leaving the school with each passing year and each passing
month. Dhudhi says that the number of students gradually decreased
over the years due to non-availability of basic facilities in the school including toilets, potable water, furniture, electricity and classrooms.
Regrettably, the Education Department found it more convenient to
close down the school, rather than providing the basic facilities in the
school and persuading students not to go to private schools, or the
government schools in other villages. The issue was reported in Dawn
newspaper in the second week of September last year, but no action
was taken by the education authorities, or by the provincial school education minister, Dr. Murad Raas, who recently claimed revolutionising
the sector and making Punjab a role model in the field of education.
The latest ground situation of the school is that some unidentified
people have taken away the wooden doors and windows of the classrooms. Some influential people of the village are using the building as
their cattle pen and storeroom for their fodder.
And the latest situation on the other side is that Punjab Minister for
Schools Education Dr. Murad Raas unveiled a five-year programme,
titled The New Deal 2023 on December 8, last year “to transform
school education in the province with a focus on learning, access and
equity and governance”.
One wonders if it is a “New Deal”: Closing down schools and not
providing basic needs there!
Those concerned have come across this “New Deal” hundreds of
times in the province during the past years. They say hundreds of
schools like Beeni Sulehriyaan have either been closed down or “privatised” during these years. However, the new political dispensation
should be given time to prove what “The New Deal” offers in the coming months and years.
According to UNICEF statistics on Pakistan, there are over 9.2 million children under the age of 16 years out of school in Punjab only,
and 5.03 million of them are girls. Rubina Nadeem, an education specialist at UNICEF Pakistan, told Cutting Edge that Pakistan stands second in the world ranking of out-of-school children with only Nigeria
ahead of it, while Punjab is on the top among the provinces in this regard.
She says that the population-wise largest province of the country
is facing multiple challenges relating to access to education including
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gender, location, geographical access, ethnicity, poverty status and
disability and the students retention in early years of schooling.
A comprehensive report, titled 2013-2018 Five Years of Education
Reform: Punjab Wins, Losses and Challenges for the Future 20182023, launched last year by the Alif Ailaan initiative “put a special emphasis on higher enrolment and retention, improved learning outcomes
and quality of education, and a better managed, monitored and admin-
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istered education sector.”
The report said that regardless of the increased budgetary allocations for education, the provincial government failed to utilise the funds
fully. The education authorities were unable to substantially increase
enrolment in middle and high schools as only 0.5 million students were
enrolled in middle and 0.2 million students were enrolled in high
schools.
Ms. Rubina says that the issue of untrained teaching staff and vacant teaching posts at public institutions, particularly at the primary
and secondary levels, is a major issue of concern for all. Independent
research institutes note that the province still remains far behind in
terms of providing necessary teaching staff across the province. According to the Academy of Educational Planning and Management
(AEPMA) “around 15% of the total schools in Punjab have only one
teacher, teaching multiple grades at public schools.”
The Alif Ailaan report stated that a significant number of schools in
Punjab lack adequate facilities and infrastructure to improve the teaching environment. For instance “9% of primary schools do not have a
blackboard, 24% do not have textbooks available for the children and
46% do not have desks for the students.”
The province also continues to see a decline in the area of learning
outcomes. “Overall, the biggest challenge is that of quality education.
Learning outcomes remain weak across the country,” argues Mosharraf Zaidi of Alif Ailaan. According to the report, “While [Punjab’s] focus
rightly continues on access, gender parity and retention, education
quality represents the biggest long-term weakness in the system.” The
report notes that “low-quality education drags the entire education system down and this represents a growing problem.” Mr. Zaidi says that
the provincial government needs to eliminate the culture and curriculum that focuses primarily on “rote learning”.
However, Provincial Education Minister Dr. Murad Raas says the
incumbent government is fully aware of the challenges facing the most
important sector currently. Talking to Cutting Edge after the launch of

January 1-15, 2019

According to UNICEF statistics
on Pakistan, there are over 9.2
million children under the age
of 16 years out of school in Punjab only, and 5.03 million of
them are girls. Rubina Nadeem,
an education specialist at
UNICEF Pakistan, told Cutting
Edge that Pakistan stands second in the world ranking of outof-school children with only
Nigeria ahead of it, while Punjab is on the top among the
provinces in this regard.
The New Deal 2023 plan at the Directorate General of Public Relations
offices in Lahore, he said that the department was going to introduce
short-, mid- and long-term strategies to reform the public sector
schools.
He said that more than 70% students leave schools after completing primary education and did not enter middle school. “We are working towards starting afternoon classes in 20 districts in March 2019,
to provide access to children to middle and high level classes,” he disclosed. The minister said that the department would launch the Integrated Management Information System (IMIS) to foster data-driven
decision-making and devising data-based performance management
systems. Its PC-1 is ready now, he added. The IMIS would connect
450,000 teachers with the department, who would get promotions by
pressing a button.
To a question about the role of the private sector, Mr. Raas said
that no substandard schools would be allowed to operate in the
province at all, and warned the unregistered private schools to get
themselves registered with the department immediately.
The minister said that Urdu and English would be taught as a subject in primary schools. Compulsory sports would be introduced in all
government schools, and the programme to provide bicycles to students in 20 districts would be extended later on besides construction
of girls-friendly toilets.
The minister said that a health programme is being launched in
1,700 selected schools and weak school structures are being restored
in flood-affected areas of the province.
Dr. Raas said that drafts of Punjab Educational Professionals Standards Council Bill 2018, Punjab Private Education Reform Bill 2018
and Punjab School Truancy and Compulsory Admission Bill 2018 had
been prepared with the objective to regulate the school system and
improve matters pertaining to schooling. Work was also being done on
a performance management framework for education managers at
tehsil, district and provincial levels, he added.
The previous government took pride in the establishment of Daanish schools and the quality of education being provided there. Former
education minister Punjab said on multiple occasions that the underprivileged class in the province had been receiving quality education
at Daanish schools which he termed “Aitchison for the poor”.
However, the incumbent minister believes that the Daanish School
System is not a viable project as Rs. 18,000 per month was being
spent on one child, while millions of other students had no access to
basic facilities in public schools.
The New Deal 2023 details, the minister shared with Edge Cutting
were quite lengthy. However, what practical shape the plan takes and
how much the education sector is improved due to the new plan will
be visible to all concerned only in the years to come. At the moment
we can only pray for its success.
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Development

Financial Inclusion: A new
tool to combat poverty
Muhammad Jahangir

According to the latest annual report of the World Bank, the share of people
living in extreme poverty around the globe has declined, but it is falling at a
slower pace in Sub-Saharan Africa due to certain acute challenges. The percentage of people living in extreme poverty fell to a new low of 10 percent in
2016 - the latest year for which the data was available - down from 11 percent
in 2014, reflecting some progress. The number of people living on less than
a dollar 1.90 per day, the threshold of extreme poverty, fell during this period
by 68 million to 736 million globally. Importantly, more than a billion people
have lifted themselves out of extreme poverty over the last 35 years and the
present poverty rate is lower than it has ever been in recorded history.
Commenting on the development, World Bank Group President Jim
Young Kim said: "This is one of the greatest human achievements of our
time" but the report shows that the rate of decline was slowing, especially in
least developed countries. "If we are going to end poverty by 2030, we need
much more investment, particularly in building human capital, to help promote
the inclusive growth it will take to reach the remaining poor," Kim said. Another major concern was that a higher share of the world's poor was concentrated in Sub-Saharan Africa, a region that already has a high poverty rate of
41 percent and the battle against poverty will be won or lost in this region.
According to experts, financial inclusion is the new tool to fight poverty
and income inequality. Financial inclusion means including the maximum
number of people in the banking system and the new payments, savings and
insurance services and instruments that have developed as a result of digital
technology. Around 2.5 billion people worldwide, especially the poor, women,
youth, and rural residents, are financially excluded, and 200-250 million
medium and small enterprises are underserved because neither pure cash
systems nor the traditional banking model can effectively meet their needs.
Despite proven demand for financial services at all levels of income, the market has failed to meet those demands, forcing billions of individuals and millions of micro, small, and medium size enterprises to rely on riskier and more
expensive methods to save, borrow, and secure their assets. Surely, not all
the 2.5 billion unbanked people need financial services, but barriers such as
cost, travel distance, and documentation requirements have to be removed.
For example, 20 percent of the unbanked people report distance as a key
reason they do not have an account. The poor, women, youth, and rural residents tend to face greater barriers to access. Among firms, the younger and
smaller ones are confronted by more binding constraints.
A recent Brookings Financial and Digital Inclusion Project (FDIP) Report
evaluates access to, and use of, affordable financial services across 21 geographically and economically diverse countries. Developed by the EIU in
collaboration with the Multilateral Investment Fund, the Global Microscope
report assesses the regulatory ecosystem for financial inclusion by evaluating
12 indicators across a range of developing economies in East and South
Asia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean,
the Middle East and North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Africa. Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Kenya,
Malawi, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Rwanda, South
Africa, Tanzania, Turkey, Uganda, and Zambia are among the countries
which have been ranked based on 33 indicators spanning four dimensions:
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country commitment, mobile capacity, regulatory environment, and adoption.
The FDIP Report seeks to answer a set of fundamental questions about
today’s global financial inclusion efforts. The questions relate to the role of
digital technologies in advancing financial inclusion and legal, policy, and regulatory approaches to promote financial inclusion. The report says that new
technologies hold great promise for expanding financial inclusion. Innovations
in technology—such as mobile payments, mobile banking, and borrower
identification using biometric data (fingerprinting, iris scans, and so on)—
make it easier and less expensive for people to use financial services, while
increasing financial security.
Two-thirds of the 55 countries studied have improved their enabling environment for financial inclusion in all areas in the past year. Peru, Colombia,
and the Philippines remain at the forefront of the international country rankings. The average score for the 55 countries has increased (from 46 points
to 48 points, where 100 is best). Moreover, conditions globally have improved
for ten of the 12 indicators covered in the index. These gains indicate that
some very basic elements of policy essential to promoting financial inclusion
are now widespread.
The countries with the greatest increases in their overall scores have a
more comprehensive strategy in place and programmes and laws that tackle
multiple barriers to inclusion. India recorded one of the biggest increases of
any country in its score (10 points), which reflects a substantial drive to make
banking more accessible to the entire population. This improved accessibility
was accomplished through the introduction of guidelines for creating specialised Payment Banks and Small Finance Banks specifically aimed at the
poor. Two other top gainers – Haiti and Egypt – implemented measures to
establish an even broader set of financial inclusion mechanisms that include
government support and regulation and supervision of credit.
The World Bank group recently released a report setting out guiding principles to help countries increase financial inclusion. The seven guiding principles are: (i) commitment from public and private sector organisations; (ii) a
robust legal and regulatory framework underpinning financial inclusion; (iii)
safe, efficient and widely reachable financial and ICT infrastructures; (iv)
transaction accounts and payment product offerings that effectively meet a
broad range of transaction needs; (v) availability of a broad network of access
points and interoperable access channels; (vi) effective awareness and financial literacy efforts; and (vii) the leveraging of large-volume and recurrent
payment streams, including remittances, to advance financial inclusion objectives.
The World Bank Group plays a key role in the global effort to end extreme
poverty and boost shared prosperity. The World Bank Group’s “Universal Financial Access 2020” goal is for all adults globally to have access to a transaction account or electronic instrument to store money, send and receive
payments as the basic building block to manage their financial lives. Pakistan's financial inclusion ranking has gone up two notches from the earlier
ranking as revealed by the Economist Intelligence Unit's (EIU) Global Microscope Report. The EIU Report attributes the improvement in Pakistan's ranking to the top level commitment, consistency, and major financial inclusion
initiatives implemented by the State Bank of Pakistan.
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Institutions

Autonomy for the
State Bank
Muhammad Jahangir

The issue of full autonomy for the State Bank of Pakistan is a long standing one but has not yet been fully resolved. During the Extended Fund
Facility (September 2013-16), the PML-N government maintained that autonomy had been granted to the SBP, as envisaged under the Fund programme. However, in March 2018, the Fund said in its report on the First
Post-Programme Monitoring discussion that "going forward greater exchange rate flexibility will need to be accompanied by further adjustment
of the policy stance as well as strengthening of the interest based monetary policy framework with appropriate immediate and operational monetary policy targets and a clear limit to foreign exchange interventions."
The IMF report did not mention price stability, a standard function attributed to the central banks in other countries, no doubt because Pakistan does not have perfectly competitive markets due to proliferation of
cartels and the price of even produce based on the seller's perception of
the buyer's ability to pay as well as the government's reliance on taxing
utilities to generate a major portion of its revenue.
Opinions differ whether state bank autonomy is desirable or not.
Joseph Stiglitz, a Nobel laureate, is on the side of those opposed to
granting autonomy and while delivering a speech on the 2007-08 financial crisis he stated: "the crisis has shown that one of the central principles advocated by Western central bankers - the desirability of central
bank independence - was questionable at best...In the crisis, countries
with less independent central banks - China, India, and Brazil - did far,
far better than countries with more independent central banks, Europe
and the United States. There is no such thing as truly independent institutions. All public institutions are accountable, and the only question is
to whom."
On the other hand, Tonny Lybek, an IMF staff member, in a paper titled "Central Bank Autonomy, Accountability and Governance: Conceptual Framework" categorically stated that the "the IMF supports central
bank autonomy and accountability, since it facilitates price and financial
sector stability, which are conducive to sustainable economic growth."
He further argued that the reason for the support is that "in the short term
the government has many competing objectives including being reelected," but then emphasized the need for a clear mission statement for
a central bank identifying: (i) a goal autonomy (that allows the central
bank to set its own goal which is the broadest form of autonomy); (ii) a
target autonomy with one clearly defined primary objective stipulated in
the law. The IMF's First Post Program Monitoring report urged the government to do precisely this but added multiple clearly defined objectives;
or (iii) limited or no autonomy which has been the case with the SBP
whereby it is regarded as almost a government agency.
The SBP's mission statement does not indicate a specific target and
its objectives and goals are too wide to be labelled as autonomy. The
SBP's website states, "The State Bank of Pakistan is incorporated under
the State Bank of Pakistan Act, 1956, which gives the Bank the authority
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to function as the central bank of the country. The SBP Act mandates the
Bank to regulate the monetary and credit system of Pakistan and to foster
its growth in the best national interest with a view to securing monetary
stability and fuller utilization of the country's productive resources." SBP
Vision 2020 includes five pillars: (i) enhance effectiveness of monetary
policy by strengthening its independence and implementing a framework
for inflation targeting that balances the need for price stability with economic growth; (ii) strengthening the financial system stability; (iii) improving efficiency and effectiveness and fairness of the banking system; (iv)
increasing financial inclusion; and (v) developing modern and robust payments systems.
The recent statements by the members of the executive against the
SBP's decision to allow the inter-bank rate to depreciate on the day following the 100-day celebrations organised by the ruling party indicates
the need for some mechanism of conflict resolution, so stated the prime
minister and the finance minister. This is baffling given that such a mechanism already exists (minister of finance chairs the Monetary and Fiscal
Policies Coordination Board - established in 1994 - which is required to
meet on a quarterly basis and envisages "coordination of fiscal, monetary
and exchange rate policies"); and this very Board met on the same day
as the 100-day celebrations. Governor SBP also told the relevant Senate
panel that the government was informed before the depreciation.
This Board is represented by five members of government and only
the governor SBP represents the central bank. It also takes all major decisions including "consider limits of the Government borrowing as revised
from time to time in the meetings to be held before and after passage of
the annual budget.... review the level of Government borrowing in relation
to the predetermined or revised targets after every quarter." The government has already borrowed in excess of 3 trillion rupees during the first
four months of the current fiscal year, a level that does not indicate prudence by the central bank though it does indicate that this was a directive
of the federal government. The Monetary Policy Committee, an independent body responsible for formulating the monetary policy, also has
six out of ten members appointed by the federal government (including
three senior executives of the SBP and three outside economists) and
the chair of the MPC notably the governor is also appointed by the federal government.
It is necessary for the PTI to set primary objectives and specific target
for the SBP before it announces it has given autonomy to the State Bank.
The PTI has so far shown a singular lack of any effort to de-link the
process of appointments/nominations from the executive and selections
continue with the premise that their choice is going to be better than their
predecessors, a view it shares with previous administrations though the
passage of time showed that their selections were flawed. Additionally,
the PTI must also change the components of the Board and the MPC if
it wants the central bank to become truly autonomous.
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Hybrid War

Multi-front attack
against Pakistan
Faheem Amir

The year 2018 ended with an established fact that the enemies of Pakistan have
imposed a hybrid war on the country. Chief of the Army Staff General Qamar
Javed Bawja, while addressing a passing out parade in Karachi, said "information and modern technology has changed the nature of warfare now being
waged and has tilted the balance in favour of those nations that have embraced
the change readily. But frankly speaking, even that will not be sufficient as the
ever-increasing threat of hybrid war, to which we are subjected to, will need a
totally new approach and change of traditional mindset.
“The response to such onslaughts or threats cannot always be kinetic in nature,” said the army chief, adding that a superior narrative needs to be propagated to deal with attacks in the cognitive domain. He regretfully added, “Mostly
misguided by ambitions, blinded by hate, ethnicity or religion or simply overawed
by social media onslaught, some of our own boys and girls readily fall victim to
such".
It is the duty of Pakistanis that they should try to understand the true nature,
method and concept of a hybrid war if they want to save themselves from the
enemies' destructive propaganda in this war. There is still no established definition of a hybrid war in the world because the situation is still in the making.
Even, NATO's 28 countries were not able to produce a single and agreedupon Definition in their sitting. However, Collins English dictionary has defined
it as "a military strategy in which conventional warfare is integrated with tactics
such as covert operations and cyberattacks ". Joshua Stowell writes, "The term
hybrid war (military institutions use the term hybrid threat) connotes the use of
conventional military force supported by irregular and cyber warfare tactics. In
practical application, the Russian concept of nonlinear conflict exemplifies hybrid
warfare strategy". Munir Akram, former Pakistan ambassador to the UN,
writes:"Western analysts have termed the comprehensive approach employed
by Russia in Ukraine (encompassing narrative control, cyberattacks, use of
anonymous militias and irregular forces, clandestine supplies and diplomatic
support) as hybrid warfare. The Russians refer to it as the ‘Gerasimov Doctrine’
(after the Russian military chief). This form of warfare is also called: asymmetrical, non-conventional, gray zone conflict, ‘new generation warfare’, ‘whole of
government’ approach and so on. It is emerging as the preferred modality in
today’s contests between the great powers".
Interestingly, Chinese thinker Sun Tzu (770-476 BC) has already written:
“ultimate excellence lies not in winning every battle, but in defeating the enemy
without ever fighting. The highest form of warfare is to attack the enemy’s strategy itself”. Sun Tzu's these objectives are achieved through a hybrid war in our
modern age.
The tools which are being used in this war are AI (Artificial Intelligence)based autonomous weapons including drones, robots, etc., social media, data
mining, algorithms, bots, advanced cyber programmes, etc. The “internet of
things” will connect 30 billion devices by 2020. So, those people who control
these devices will rule the world. All these tools are used to attack the vulnerabilities of the enemy like economic, political, social, regional, sectarian, linguistic
issues, etc.
Pakistan is under a hybrid attack and the adversaries are trying to exploit
the economic, political and sectarian vulnerabilities of the country. Economically,
Pakistan is in a very serious situation. Corrupt politicians like Nawaz Sharif and
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Asif Ali Zardari and economic hit-men like Ishaq Dar, have put Pakistan in a
very precarious position. "Pakistan’s debt and liabilities have gone from Rs6,000
billion in 2008 to Rs30,000 billion. Pakistan’s current account deficit has gone
from $3.1 billion in 2013 to $18 billion". The IMF and other countries can use
this situation against the interests of the people of Pakistan.
Unfortunately, Pakistan has very corrupt leaders who have links with other
countries. These unpatriotic leaders also have their wealth and properties in
those countries. Corrupt political leaders have become a potential vulnerability
for our adversaries to exploit. They do not scruple to indulge in anti-state activities to protect their wealth stashed in other countries. Then, Pakistan has a sectarian problem which the enemy is also exploiting.
Apart from exploiting these three vulnerabilities, the hybrid war against Pakistan is focused on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Balochistan,
the former FATA region, and Gilgit-Baltistan. India has openly declared a hybrid
war against Pakistan in these areas. Indian former Army Chief General Vijay
Kumar Singh has stated that “following the 2008 Mumbai attacks, the Indian
army raised a Tactical Support Division (TSD), which carried out bomb blasts in
Pakistan, and doled out money to the separatist elements in Balochistan”. The
former RAW chief, Ajit Doval, has threatened Pakistan in these words: “You
may do one Mumbai; you may lose Balochistan” . Kulbushan Jadhav's arrest
in 2016 also clearly shows that Pakistan is under a hybrid war attack.
India is not only exploiting these vulnerabilities but also promoting negative
narrative about Pakistan’s state and security institutions in the world. According
to the reports, "India has launched a media campaign worth Rs7 billion against
Pakistan. As part of the campaign, India has already launched a multimedia
website and app of its Balochi radio service. India has also started a TV news
channel called Zee Salam which broadcasts in Urdu language. India has created about 350K+ “Bot” profiles on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter under Pakistani names, mostly with Baloch and Pashtun surnames. They are also sharing
1000’s of fake photos/videos of Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and
FATA on a daily basis, systematically manipulating Pakistan’s social media with
clever misinformation".
Through these radio and TV stations, India is inciting the Baloch community
to stand up against Pakistan. India had used the same technique against Pakistan in 1971. In 1971, India used hybrid strategy (supporting Mujib’s six-point
plan, instigating linguistic hatred, the genocide and refugees narrative, launching
anti-Pakistan propaganda, training the Mukti Bahini ) to intervene militarily in
East Pakistan. India and America also want to halt CPEC. So, both countries
are using Afghanistan to fulfil their nefarious agendas through different proxies
as well as through the social media.
According to another report, India has made a plan to create a new tri-service agency for cyber warfare. The Defence Cyber Agency will work in coordination with the National Cyber Security Advisor. It will have more than 1,000
experts who will be distributed into a number of formations of the Army, Navy
and IAF ". It shows, very soon, India will become a strong power in AI-based
war machines.
From the above-mentioned facts and figures there should not be any doubt
that Pakistan is facing a hybrid war. Pakistan should remove its vulnerabilities
and get command over AI-based technology if it wants to defeat its enemies.
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Kashmir

Indian state
terrorism
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

In September 2018, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi takes the
floor at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) and makes a
speech far more direct than most in the audience expect. “We seek resolution of disputes through a serious and comprehensive dialogue that
covers all issues of concern. We were to meet on the sidelines of this
UNGA Session to talk about all issues with India- India called off dialogue
the third time for the Modi Government – each time on flimsy grounds.
They preferred politics over peace.
“They used the pretext of stamps issued months ago, of a Kashmiri
activist and depicting grave human rights violations, including pellet gun
victims, as an excuse to back out from the talks. Dialogue is the only way
to address long standing issues that have long bedevilled South Asia,
and prevented the region from realising its true potential,” he stated.
Recent fuel to fire was the terrorist act of Indian forces direct shooting
at demonstrators in Pulwama region of Indian Occupied Kashmir which
claimed the lives of a number of innocent citizens.
Islamabad and New Delhi are certainly saying nothing new as far as
their respective stances on Kashmir are concerned. Yet it is quite clear
that the conflict in and about this long-disputed region is back at centre
stage — and not entirely because of Pakistan’s efforts. Kashmiris have
launched a non-violent agitation movement since 2010 amid arrests, custodial deaths and relentless military oppression. They have, indeed, paid
a very heavy price for many decades to get their story across to the world.
The two new states – India and Pakistan – that emerged from the decolonisation process could not operate under the same legal, political
and administrative paradigm which the British had left. The geographical
unity of the two states could only be maintained if they came up with new
political and legal arrangements to integrate swathes of territory, both big
and small, that once belonged to the princely states. In order to deal with
this challenge, the two states embarked on projects to absorb such territories into their respective borders as quickly as possible. There was
no universally acknowledged single instrument to achieve this.
In the age of decolonisation, self-determination was considered a universal right and carried far more weight than the two-nation theory. Highlighting its absence as the core reason for the problem in Kashmir,
indeed, forced India on the defensive. On several occasions, Nehru had
to give assurances that a plebiscite would eventually take place and that
the mandate of the Kashmiri people would be respected.
This Indian reaction convinced the Pakistani ruling elite that if it
needed to force India to a negotiating table, it needed help — from powerful friends.
However, neither bilateral efforts or multilateral opinion, made any impact on India’s illegal and intransigent stance on Kashmir
The support to the right of self-determination of Kashmir remains embedded in popular and official reaction. As Pakistan commemorated the
53rd anniversary of the 1965 war with India, General Qamar Javed
Bajwa, Chief of the Army Staff and arguably the powerful man in the
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country, partook in the celebrations, announcing that “Kashmir remains
the unfinished business of partition”.
Across the LoC, India’s grip on Kashmir has never been stronger.
With more than half-a-million soldiers stationed there, Kashmir is the
most densely militarised area in the world. And enjoying an across-theboard political support for counterinsurgency measures, Indian governments of different ideological persuasions have felt no qualms in
perpetuating a reign of terror against the Kashmiri civilians found protesting on the streets.
Chauvinistic and jingoistic rhetoric and policies prevail in India in its
stance on Kashmir. The two governments keep assuring their electorate
of the legitimacy of their position as well as their preparedness for war.
India is also opposing the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
seeing it as a threat, firstly, to maintain its hegemony in South Asia. Secondly, India wants to limit Pakistan’s economic development options.
Thirdly, it also desires to publicise its false claim over Azad Jammu and
Kashmir; and, lastly, India aims to undermine China’s economic advancement in a bid to contain its peaceful rise, by opposing and attempting to
sabotage CPEC.
The rest of the world, meanwhile, remains a passive audience to the
Kashmiri tragedy, in which the same characters are condemned to perform the same acts with the same tragic outcomes.
IF we want peace, let the Kashmiri people be given their basic right
of a plebiscite. We are not warmongers; and our decision will bring peace
to both India and Pakistan, too. The shift from extremism to democracy
in Pakistan is a welcome change.
In his victory speech, Imran Khan said that Pakistan wants healthy
relations with all neighbours on the basis of equality. This statement is a
good start to mending ties between India and Pakistan. The election results in Pakistan were interesting because for the first time the people
rejected individuals with extremist ideologies.
However, in India they campaign on the basis of extremism during
elections. The communal cards like Babri Masjid versus Ram Janam
Bumi, Hindutva Rashtriya, and organised Hindu–Muslim riots are intended to polarise the voters. Secularism in the nation is under threat.
The rise of lynchings is a clear indication of Indian extremism.
Both India and Pakistan are developing nations with challenges like
terrorism, drug wars, illegal trade and foreign pressures. War is not an
option as both countries are nuclear powers. The unresolved Kashmir
issue has worsened relations between the two neighbours.
Kashmiris want peace in both countries and wish for Indian and Pakistan to evolve a strategy to solve the Kashmir issue. It is a severe indictment of so-called international law, that the Kashmiri people are
denied their infrangible right to self-determination, enshrined in multiple
UN resolutions. The world turns a blind eye to India’s intransigence, illegal occupation of Kashmir and the dragonade unleashed by 500,000 Indian troops on a hapless Kashmiri population.
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Your View
Border military police

Dhaka tragedy
December 16 came and went. Some sporadic articles appeared and a few

THE border military police and Baloch levies are the sole law-

events were held. It has been 47 years since East Pakistan was lost; it

enforcement agency working in the tribal area of Dera Ghazi

was four years since nearly 150 people, most of them bright, young chil-

Khan and Rajanpur in Punjab. The area is about 10,000sqkm,

dren, were shot and killed by barbarians who were bent on taking revenge

having more than 300,000 people. The tribal area covers the

upon Pakistan. Events may appear to happen all of a sudden, but looking

major part of both districts and borders on Balochistan, where

back with the advantage of a long-term sight, one can observe the link-

the law and order situation is not up to the mark. More than

ages between events and processes. Had the West Pakistani politicians

70pc of jobs are still vacant as they were filled last time in the

been less desirous of gaining power despite a clear majority of the Ben-

’90s and there is no proper mechanism for training. They are

galis in the elections of 1970, and had the military been less dismissive of

running their department through the Punjab Border Military

our East Pakistani brethren, the break-up could have been avoided. The

Police (BMP) Act 1904 and still have no amendments or any

country might have remained a federation with autonomous units and the

other act after more than 100 years. Chief Minister Usman Buz-

evil of extreme ideologies would not have been created in order to give the

dar recently announced 533 seats in the BMP and Baloch

nation a reason for the military to remain dominant. And so, 2014 would

levies on his own visit to Barthi. It is an opportunity for unem-

not have happened. This could be a rather simplistic explanation, but it

ployed educated people if the government advertises these

carries some weight. There is much to mourn; even more to learn from.

posts through the proper channel or through the Public Service

Nikhat Sattar
Karachi

Polio: another blow

Commission and fix quota for tribal area candidates.
Rashid Taj
Dera Ghazi Khan

Girls’ education

Misinformation, lack of awareness and irresponsible social media campaigns
about the death of a child after being vaccinated in Haripur are some the rea-

IT is a fact that women in our country are lacking in education.

sons the country’s anti-polio drive has suffered a setback. As Pakistan uses

There are some formidable reasons behind this state of affairs like

the oral polio vaccine (OPV) and has more immune deficient children due to

early marriages, no access to schools and poverty. Same is the

its poor social and economic conditions, there are rare cases in the past of

case with large villages (which consist of 300 homes) in a small

vaccine associated paralytic polio i.e. onset of polio after being vaccinated.

town of Larkana district, village Mulla Abra. Where girls are getting

Other reasons may include the poor handling of vaccines by technical staff

primary education but cannot proceed further as there is no girls’

during the drive. Misconduct of some health workers regarding wrong docu-

secondary school nearby. Some well-to-do families enroll their

mentation and wasting polio vaccines should be a point of concern for related

daughters in secondary schools in the heart of the district. But the

government departments. Necessary administrative steps should be taken

other families who have no such means, have to send their girls to

immediately e.g. strict discipline of staff, proper refrigeration of vaccine, intro-

distant schools or keep them at home. I request the secretary of

duction of inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) with OPV, proper security and justi-

education in Sindh to please help the girls of Sindh.
Suhail Ahmed Abro
Larkana

fied payment for health workers to exclude Pakistan from list of countries
where the polio virus is still active and spreading.
Huma Raheel
Rawalpindi

Unemployed youth
Punjab arms licence

THE educated youth of Punjab is still waiting for jobs. We voted in
favour of the current government because it promised us 10 million

I HAD applied for a conversion of my 50-year-old shot gun licence into

jobs. I would like to ask them now: where are those promised jobs?

a card one in June 2015. The licence was issued from Ferozewala

For some reason they’ve put a ban on jobs in Punjab since Septem-

tehsil, which falls under Sheikhupura district. To date, the district arms

ber. According to the provincial and culture minister, the provincial

authority has not provided any approval to the National Database and

cabinet had decided to impose a ban on all recruitments in Punjab till

Registration Authority; they cannot issue a computerised licence to me
until response from the arms authority. The scheme is reported to expire at the end of this year. Will the relevant Punjab authority look into
this and save me and many others from unnecessary hassle.
Ijaz Ahmed
Lahore
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a new policy was formed. It has been more than three months to this
statement and nothing has been done as yet. I ask the prime minister to please look into this.
Muhammad Zeeshan Manzoor
Lahore
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Corn domestication took some
unexpected twists and turns

The Parker Solar Probe takes its
first up-close look at the sun

Bruce Bower

Lisa Grossman

Corn eaten around the
world today originated
via a surprisingly long
and complex process
that started in what’s
now southern Mexico
around 9,000 years ago,
a new study finds.
People brought a forerunner of present-day corn plants, also known as
maize, to South America from Mexico more than 6,500 years ago. Those
plants still contained many genes from maize’s wild ancestor, teosinte,
say archaeologist and evolutionary ecologist Logan Kistler of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., and his colleagues. Farmers in
Mexico and the southwestern Amazon, in parts of what’s now Bolivia and
Brazil, continued to tame the partly domesticated plant over several thousand years, the international team reports in the Science. These results,
based on a reconstruction of maize’s genetic history, challenge a longstanding idea that farmers in southern Mexico molded teosinte into fully
domesticated maize relatively quickly around 9,000 years ago before the
crop spread elsewhere.
“We’ve shown that parts of the process were taking place thousands of kilometers (from Mexico) and thousands of years after the whole thing started,”
Kistler said in a news conference. Kistler’s team analyzed and compared
DNA of 108 varieties of modern maize that grow throughout the Americas,
11 DNA samples extracted from ancient maize remains and one DNA sample
from ancient teosinte. Comparisons were also made to previously published
DNA evidence for modern teosinte. Partly domesticated maize arrived around
6,500 years ago in a southwestern Amazonian region where people were
already growing crops such as rice and cassava, Kistler said.

January 1-15, 2019

NASA’s Parker Solar Probe
has met the sun and lived to
tell the tale. The sun-grazing
spacecraft has already broken the records for the fastest
space probe and the nearest
brush any spacecraft has
made with the sun. Now the
probe is sending data back
from its close solar encounter, scientists reported at the American Geophysical Union meeting in Washington, D.C.
“What we are looking at now is completely brand new,” solar physicist Nour
Raouafi of Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab in Laurel, Md.,
said at a news conference. “Nobody looked at this before.” Parker
launched August 12 and will make 24 close passes by the sun over the
next seven years, eventually going to within about 6 million kilometers of
the sun’s surface. The spacecraft made its first close flyby November 6,
swooping to within roughly 24 million kilometers of the solar surface. That’s
about twice as close to the sun as the previous closest spacecraft, the Helios spacecraft in the 1970s. At peak speed, Parker was racing at about
375,000 kilometers per hour, roughly twice Helios’ speed. But because the
probe was on the opposite side of the sun from Earth during the flyby,
Parker didn’t start relaying its observations until December 7.
After the probe emerged from behind the sun, the Parker team got its first
up-close look at the wispy outer solar atmosphere, called the corona. One
of the first images from Parker’s camera shows unprecedented detail in a
solar streamer, a filament of plasma in the corona. The team hopes that
Parker’s data will help solve the mystery of why the corona is about 300
times as hot as the sun’s surface.
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Health

Does diabetes damage brain health?
Serena Gordon
Diabetes has been tied to a number of complications such as kidney disease, but new research has found that older people with type 2 diabetes
can also have more difficulties with thinking and memory.
During a five-year study, participants with diabetes showed a decline in
verbal memory and fluency. Using MRI scans, researchers saw that the
participants' brains were smaller at the start of the study -- but the rates of
decline in brain size did not differ over the years the patients were followed.
The investigators didn't find a connection between brain size and the thinking and memory troubles. "Although memory and executive function (thinking and planning skills) declined at a greater rate in people with type 2
diabetes, this was not explained by a decline in brain volume," said study
author Michele Callisaya, a research fellow at the University of Tasmania.
Callisaya said the researchers were surprised by the finding. They expected
that decreased brain volume would have been more common in people
who were having memory and thinking issues. But she added that it's possible over a longer time, a relationship between these factors might become
evident. And, she added, "The overall message is that type 2 diabetes affects brain function." Past research has found that having diabetes might
double a person's risk of dementia, the researchers said. Although previous
studies have shown the connection between the two conditions, none has
proven a cause-and-effect relationship. That's what prompted Callisaya and
her colleagues to look at whether or not a loss of brain volume might be
behind the connection. They recruited more than 700 people between 55
and 90 years old for the study. At three different points during the five years,

the participants underwent testing to measure their thinking, planning and
memory skills. They also had an MRI scan each time. About half of the participants had type 2 diabetes (348 people) and their average age was 68.
The group without diabetes had an average age of 73.
The researchers found that people with diabetes had lower scores on verbal memory and verbal fluency tests. Verbal memory is the ability to recall
words, and verbal fluency is a measure of thinking and planning skills. People who have problems in these areas might forget people's names or have
trouble finding things more frequently, Callisaya said. People who have
trouble in verbal fluency might have difficulties with planning, initiating and
organizing things, she added.

Hidden dangers in dust
Robert Preidt
An antibacterial called triclosan is common in dust and could result in
dust-dwelling bacteria becoming antibiotic-resistant, researchers report.
"There is this conventional wisdom that says everything that's in dust is
dead, but that's not actually the case. There are things living in there,"
said study leader Erica Hartmann, an assistant professor of environmental engineering at Northwestern University in Chicago. The researchers
analyzed dust samples from 42 athletic facilities in the Pacific Northwest
region. In dust with higher concentrations of triclosan, bacteria were more
likely to have genetic changes indicating antibiotic resistance.
"Those genes do not code for resistance to triclosan," Hartmann explained
in a university news release. "They code for resistance to medically relevant antibiotic drugs." Triclosan was widely used in antibacterial hand
soaps and cleaning solutions until 2017, when the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration banned such uses due to concerns about a number of dangerous side effects, including hormone system disruption. However, triclosan is still used in some toothpastes and several other products, the
researchers said. "There are many products with triclosan that are not labeled because they are within the purview of the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) instead of the FDA," Hartmann said. "These things might
include antimicrobial gym equipment, such as yoga mats and textiles."
Hartmann noted that soaps and cleansers still contain other antimicrobial
chemicals, including benzalkonium chloride, and her team is examining
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how it affects bacteria in dust. Antibiotic resistance is a serious public
health threat. Nearly 25,000 people in the United States die each year
from antibiotic-resistant infections, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. One way to reduce that threat is to stop
using antimicrobial products, according to Hartmann. "The vast majority
of microbes around us aren't bad and may even be good," she said.
"Wipe down gym equipment with a towel. Wash your hands with plain
soap and water. There is absolutely no reason to use antibacterial
cleansers and hand soaps."
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The Old Man and the Gun

Free Solo

Nev Pierce

Helen O'hara

Robert Redford’s swansong starts with a caption
that tells us this story is
“also, mostly true”. The
“also” is important — an
indication of a tone that is
warm, witty and quietly
celebratory without being
self-indulgent. It’s a callback to almost half a century ago, when the
opening text of Butch Cassidy And The Sundance Kid informed us
“most of what follows is true”.
That movie made Redford a superstar, and if he felt typecast then he
used it rather than resented it — hence the film festival which bears
his character’s name. So it is perfectly fitting that this similarly beguiling outlaw story brings the curtain down on one of the greatest screen
careers. If he sticks to his announced retirement — and the nature of
The Old Man and the Gun could itself be a comment on how likely that
is. Redford plays someone who can’t resist his vocation regardless of
age or worry or the law. He believes he should carry on doing what
he loves. Which is robbing banks. “I’m not talking about making a living,” he says. “I’m just talking about living.”
The story could seem absurd, and perhaps that’s why writer/director
David Lowery (A Ghost Story) sprinkles it with specific dates, as if to
gently remind us this really happened. The banks are robbed during
the early ’80s, but stylistically Lowery’s film is grounded in the decade
before.

Lizzie
Liz Beardsworth
Director Craig William Macneill
follows up debut feature The Boy
with this true story of Lizzie Borden (Chloë Sevigny), implicated
in the brutal murders of tyrannical father Andrew (Jamey Sheridan) and stepmother Abby
(Fiona Shaw) in Fall River, Massachusetts, in 1892.
Locally at least, Borden’s grisly story swiftly became the stuff of legend,
and Macneill’s retelling doesn’t stint on its gruesome aspects. Sevigny’s Lizzie is an intense, mercurial creature, blessed with a droll wit
and given to fits, which the family call “spells”. Repressed by convention and societal expectations, the focus of her inner rage and frustration is her father, the pair engaged in a strange and toxic dance of push
and pull. Into the mix comes maid ‘Maggie’ (Kristen Stewart) — whose
actual name is Bridget, changed by her employer, symbolic of his ownership of the girl; a power that quickly extends to abuse. There’s an instant attraction, if not quite bond, between Lizzie and Bridget, the girls
finding solace in each other.
Macneill effectively evokes the poisonous nature of this pressurecooker household, its malignant atmosphere enhanced by Jeff Russo’s
foreboding score. The effect is unsettling, and the murders, when they
come, frenzied, graphic and truly shocking.
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What kind of person looks at
Yosemite’s El Capitan and
thinks, “I want to climb almost
a kilometre up that vertical
rock. Without ropes.”? Even
Captain James T. Kirk only
survived his attempt because
he had Spock nearby in a pair
of anti-gravity boots. That’s the question about Alex Honnold’s attempt
at one of the holy grails of climbing. His preparation and training for
that feat form the backbone of this unusually passionate documentary,
made by climber Jimmy Chin and filmmaker Elizabeth Chai
Vasarheyli. The couple are close friends of their subject, which would
often be a concern for documentary objectivity. But here, their concern
for his well-being shades the story in a way that only adds to the tension, without papering over Honnold’s flaws or small failings.
The climbing cinematography by Chin and his team is vertiginous and
literally breathtaking – they claim there are no atheists in foxholes;
certainly there are none watching this – and worth seeing on a huge
screen. But it’s the riddle of Honnold himself that drives the film. Why
do this? In particular, why do this when you have a new girlfriend
you’re falling in love with? The drive towards danger seems inexplicable even to Honnold himself at least to some degree, but the exploration of his family, friends and very brainwaves shed a little light.

Bumblebee
James Dyer
Everything you need to
know about this latest
Transformers is contained
in a multi-car pile-up. Near
the film’s finale, a desperate
pursuit sees a car hurtle towards a four-way junction.
It skids to a stop inches
from the bumper of an oncoming lorry, while cars from either side — displaying a keen observation of DMV-regulated stopping distances —
screech to a similarly timely halt, leaving both paintwork and insurance
premiums intact. It’s considered, restrained and genuinely amusing (“I
saw this on Miami Vice!” quips the dad behind the wheel). Total Bayhem,
though, it most certainly is not.
After presiding over five orgies of destruction, Michael Bay steps back to
a producing role for this plucky prequel, vacating the director’s chair for
Kubo And The Two Strings’ Travis Knight. Where wanton destruction is
concerned, Knight is keenly aware that less is more, and while Bay demolished cities with abandon, he carefully rations out the violence to
make each blow count. As every six-year-old at play eventually discovers:
mindlessly smashing toys together is never as fun as imbuing them with
personality, and in Christina Hodson’s playful screenplay we’re presented
with a robot protagonist brimming with inner life. Knight’s experience at
Laika comes to the fore here, years of painstaking stop-motion lending
an eye for expression as Bee takes in the world around him.
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Books

Rebel Sultans

Salvation

Manu S. Pillai

Peter F. Hamilton

In 1707 when Emperor Aurangzeb went to his
grave, the Mughal Empire began to crack into
a hundred fractured pieces. It was the lure of
Deccan that drained this conqueror’s energies,
putting him on a course of collision with his
most threatening adversaries. After all, Deccan
was a land that inspired wonder. Its treasures
were legendary, and its kings magnificent. It
was a horizon of rousing adventure, attracting
talent from beyond oceans. A traveller here
could encounter bands of European snipers,
available for military hire, or forbidding
fortresses where African nobles scaled the heights of power. Diamonds
and pearls lay heaped in Deccan’s bazaars, while in its courts thrived
Persians and Marathas, Portuguese and Georgians, presiding over a
world of drama and betrayal. A thousand fortunes were made in Deccan,
drawing the formidable envy of generations of Mughal emperors.

An alien shipwreck is discovered on a planet
at the very limits of human expansion – so
Security Director Feriton Kayne selects a
team to investigate. The ship’s sinister cargo
not only raises bewildering questions, but
could also foreshadow humanity’s extinction.
It will be up to the team to bring back answers, and the consequences of this voyage
will change everything. Back on Earth, we
can now make deserts bloom and extend
lifespans indefinitely, so humanity seems invulnerable. We therefore welcomed the Olyix
to Earth when they contacted us. They
needed fuel for their pilgrimage across the
galaxy – and in exchange they helped us advance our technology. But were
the Olyix a blessing or a curse?

In Rebel Sultans, Manu S. Pillai narrates the story of Deccan from the
close of the thirteenth century to the dawn of the eighteenth. Packed with
riveting tales and compelling characters, this book takes us from the age
of Alauddin Khilji to the ascent of Shivaji. We witness the dramatic rise
and fall of the Vijayanagar Empire, even as we negotiate intrigues at the
courts of the Bahmani kings and the Rebel Sultans who overthrew them.
From Chand Bibi, a valorous queen stabbed to death, and Ibrahim II of
Bijapur, a Muslim prince who venerated Hindu gods, to Malik Ambar, the
Ethiopian warlord, and Krishnadeva Raya on Vijayanagar’s Diamond
Throne – they all appear in these pages as we journey through one of
the most arresting sweeps of Indian history.

The Reckoning of Noah Shaw

Bad Blood
John Carreyrou
The full inside story of the breathtaking
rise and shocking collapse of Theranos, the multibillion-dollar biotech
startup, by the prize-winning journalist
who first broke the story and pursued
it to the end, despite pressure from its
charismatic CEO and threats by her
lawyers.
In 2014, Theranos founder and CEO
Elizabeth Holmes was widely seen as
the female Steve Jobs: a brilliant Stanford dropout whose startup "unicorn"
promised to revolutionize the medical
industry with a machine that would
make blood testing significantly faster and easier. Backed by investors
such as Larry Ellison and Tim Draper, Theranos sold shares in a
fundraising round that valued the company at more than $9 billion, putting Holmes's worth at an estimated $4.7 billion. There was just one
problem: The technology didn't work. In Bad Blood, John Carreyrou
tells the riveting story of the biggest corporate fraud since Enron, a tale
of ambition and hubris set amid the bold promises of Silicon Valley.
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Michelle Hodkin
Noah Shaw's confessions continue in the second book in the New York Times bestselling
companion series to Michelle Hodkin's Mara
Dyer trilogy! Noah Shaw doesn't think he needs
his father's inheritance. He does. Noah believes
there's something off about the suicides in his
visions. There is. Noah is convinced that he
knows the real Mara Dyer. He does not. Everyone thought the nightmare had ended with
Mara Dyer's memoirs, but it was only the beginning. As old skeletons are laid bare, alliances
will be tested, hearts will be broken, and no one
will be left unscarred. Let the confessions begin.

Global Discontents
Noam Chomsky
Global Discontents is an essential guide to geopolitics and how to fight back, from the world's leading
public intellectual. What kind of world are we leaving to our grandchildren? How are the discontents
kindled today likely to blaze and explode tomorrow? From escalating climate change to the devastation in Syria, pandemic state surveillance to
looming nuclear war, Noam Chomsky takes stock
of the world today. Over the course of ten conversations with long-time collaborator David
Barsamian, spanning 2013-2016, Chomsky argues in favour of radical changes to a system that cannot possibly cope
with what awaits tomorrow. Interwoven with personal reflections spanning
from childhood to his eighth decade of life, Global Discontents also marks
out Chomsky's own intellectual journey, mapping his progress to revolutionary ideas and global prominence.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Your creative ability will surface, giving you
good ideas for ways of making money. Don't
blow situations out of proportion or you could
find that others will misinterpret what really
happened. You can make professional decisions this week that will affect your position
Do not lend money or belongings to friends.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

You are best to avoid confrontations. Try
spending the day catching up on any responsibilities that need to be taken care of.
You might have a problem hanging on to
your money this week. This is not the day
to be extravagant. Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday.

Get involved in fitness programs that will
bring you in contact with new friends. Try to
visit a country that excites you. Your leadership ability will enhance your reputation.
Don't let your boss make you feel guilty
enough to take work home with you. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Take time to visit someone who has been I
confined due to illness. Spend some time on
yourself. Someone you work with may be
emotional. Exhaustion combined with
overindulgence could result in minor health
problems. Your lucky day this week will be
Thursday.

Be sure to take advantage of the opportunities that exist. You will have no problem getting your point across to those in a position
to help you. You may find that someone you
live with is not too happy, but you can't really
do anything about that right now. Friends
from your past may come back into your life.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Partnerships will be successful. You can find
out interesting information if you get a chance
to talk to people you respect. Concentrate on
work and on making money. Put your efforts
into making constructive improvements to
your environment and to your state of mind.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Focus your efforts on details, and keep to
yourself in order to finish your work. Help
children with important projects. You could
lose money or precious belongings if you
aren't careful. You can learn from those who
have had similar experiences. Your lucky
day this week will be Sunday.

You will find your personal partner taxing this
week. A better diet, exercise, or a change to a
relaxed atmosphere could be ways to soothe
your nerves. You could be drawn to events that
concern children. You can change your living
arrangements. Your lucky day this week will be
Monday.

Don't make any rash decisions that may affect friendships. You need to clear up some
important personal documents before the end
of the year. Close deals that have been up in
the air and move on to new ones that appear
to be profitable. Romantic opportunities will
flourish through travel or communication.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You may have more people on your domestic
scene than anticipated. this week will be hectic.
You will be in a high cycle regarding work. You
can beautify your surroundings by renovating
or redecorating. Your lucky day this week will
be Sunday.

Love can be yours if you get out and about.
Your ability to ferret out secret information
will lead you to an inside scoop on an amazing financial deal. Keep the promises you've
made or you can expect to be in the doghouse. Sudden trips will take you by surprise.Your lucky day this week will be
Monday.

Travel opportunities should be your first
choice. Your self esteem will come back if
you take part in organizational functions that
allow you to be in the lime light. Too much
talk will lead to disputes. You will be inclined
to make unwise investment choices. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

January 1-15, 2019

27

