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Speculation

A deal in the making?
Is Nawaz Sharif getting a deal or not? That is
the million dollar question making the rounds in
the country for the past few weeks. Both political
and media circles are abuzz with speculation
that something is cooking behind the scenes
and Nawaz Sharif would soon be allowed to go
to London under the cover of medical treatment.
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A landmark verdict
The Supreme Court of Pakistan has announced
a historic verdict in the 2017 Faizabad sit-in by
the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan, which will pave
the way for strengthening national institutions
and improving their performance. It also sets directions to deal with any dangerous situation in
the future and save the country from any internal threat to its integrity and religious harmony.
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Economics

Firefighting on the
economic front
Shahid Hussain

The January 23 mini-budget has diverse connotations for different sections
of society. For the government, it is a reform package. The opposition believes it is an amnesty scheme to save Prime Minister Imran Khan’s sister
Aleema Khan from her tax misdeclaration. Businesspeople think it a relief
package, while economists consider it firefighting and the common people
feel there is nothing for them.
Critics say the package, a third finance bill in the current fiscal year, is
an amnesty scheme for defaulters and non-taxpayers. According to the
government’s own admission, it will have to face a shortfall of Rs7 billion
in revenues as a result of relief in the mini-budget. On the other hand, the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has estimated a revenue loss of Rs6.8
billion because of the relief measures taken by the government through
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the new bill at a time when the tax collection machinery already faced a
shortfall of Rs158 billion in the first half (July-December) period of the current fiscal year.
In its reaction, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) asked Pakistan
for taking more measures to increase the revenue collection on a shortterm basis to stabilise the economy. IMF’s Resident Chief in Pakistan
Teresa Daban Sanchez said, “Our understanding is that it includes a set
of tax, administrative and regulatory measures aimed at lifting distortions
that could foster private sector activities. Further measures are needed to
increase revenue collection in the short term to support efforts to stabilise
the economy,” she said in a statement. Moody’s – one of three big global
credit rating agencies –termed the package positive for manufacturing and
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export-oriented sectors, which will lend much-needed support to enhancing the country’s foreign income and curb the current account deficit. It,
however, noted the new budgetary measures had weakened the government’s income generation side as tax incentives awarded to industries and
the agriculture sector further toughened the challenge of achieving the tax
revenue collection target of Rs4.398 trillion. Accordingly, the budget deficit
is expected to remain high. “While the mini-budget will bolster the export
sector, there is a greater risk of fiscal slippage and slower fiscal consolidation in the absence of additional revenue-raising measures,” it added.
On the other hand, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has projected that
economic growth will slow down to 4-4.5pc in the current fiscal year as
corrective measures taken so far to fix the fundamentals have taken a toll
mainly on two leading sectors – large-scale manufacturing and agriculture.
“The 6.2pc target for real GDP (gross domestic product) growth seems unachievable (in FY19),” the central bank said in its first-quarter report on
the state of Pakistan’s economy for fiscal year 2018-19. “The country hit a
13-year high economic growth of 5.8pc in the previous fiscal year, but at
the cost of widening macroeconomic imbalances as manifested in the fiveyear high fiscal deficit and a record high current account deficit. In fact,
the large-scale manufacturing contracted for the first time in over seven
years during Q1-FY19,” it noted.
Preliminary estimates indicate that production of all major Kharif crops
has fallen, as compared to the last season. “The decline can be attributed
primarily to an alarming water availability situation, particularly in Sindh,
which led to a 7.7pc decline in the total area under production. Furthermore, crop yields also suffered due to subdued fertiliser offtake amidst rising prices of both urea and DAP. The uptrend in international oil prices
during the first quarter remained a big challenge for the economy as it resulted in an unwanted growth in the oil import bill. Boosting foreign currency reserves and controlling inflation would remain the two near-term
challenges to the economy,” the SBP said. Average inflation during Q1FY19 increased to 5.6pc – the highest quarterly growth since Q1-FY15.
The SBP projected inflation (Consumer Price Index) at 6.5-7.5pc for the
full fiscal year against the target of 6pc.
In a significant blow to the common people, the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) has announced up to 15pc hike in the prices of
medicines with the approval of the government. According to a notification,
a 9pc hike has been approved in the prices of life-saving drugs, whereas
a 15pc hike was approved in the prices of all other medicines. Drug manufacturing companies had demanded a 40pc increase in the prices because of an increase in dollar's value.
Inflation resurged to 7.2 per cent year-on-year in January, according to
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data released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS). The inflation has
now crossed the four-year high of 6.78pc recorded in October last year —
the period when global oil prices started declining. Inflation posted a marginal fall in November and December owing to a decline in prices of fresh
vegetables and fruits in major urban centres. The government has projected 6pc annual inflation for the fiscal year, which the figure has already
crossed in January. The average inflation was 3.92pc in FY18 and 4.16pc
the year before. In January this year, food inflation increased by 2.4pc on
an annual basis and 0.3pc on month-wise. Prices of non-perishable food
items were up by 4.7pc, while those of perishable products fell by 16.6pc.
Furthermore, the impact of fuel prices was also felt on most food items,
as retailers passed on the impact of higher transportation costs to consumers. The food items whose prices increased the most in January included tomatoes (27.55pc), garlic (22.83pc), sugar (6.15pc) and pulse
moong (2.73pc). In the same category, prices of chicken declined by
18.06pc, potatoes by 15.01pc, peas by 11.36pc, lemons by 9.92pc, onions
by 5.50pc, cabbage by 5.17pc and eggs by 1.27pc. On the other hand,
non-food inflation went up 10.5pc and 1.4pc on yearly and monthly basis,
respectively. In the non-food inflation, prices of electricity increased by
8.48pc, LPG by 5.95pc and house rent by 2.38pc. Prices of non-food items
also remained under pressure on account of 10.04pc rise in the education
index, followed by 7.17pc increase in clothing and footwear and 11.59pc
in housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels.
People also received hefty gas bills in January. The government, while
announcing a gas tariff hike few months ago, had claimed it would not affect common households. But their gas bills have almost doubled. Houses,
with two or more gas geysers, received over Rs10,000 bills. The consumers have received inflated bills but the government only allowed them
to pay in installments, instead of charging them according to their use.
The recent tax incentives for the corporate sector and commercial importers aim to boost businesses, industrial output and expand domestic
trade, but their results are not expected anytime soon. More incentives are
expected for them, but the common people feel neglected. They have been
overburdened with high prices of all essentials. Shopkeepers are overcharging at their will, but there is no mechanism by the government to check
them. The price of naan and roti has surged to Rs12 from Rs10. The Rs2
increase may not be significant for the rich, but the poor feel its pinch hard,
as they have large families to support. Thousands of people have lost their
jobs in the last few months. Even staunch supporters of the government
find it difficult to defend it. After the incentives for investors, the government
should also announce a relief package for the common man by announcing
subsidies on essential food items to mitigate their suffering.
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Speculation

A deal in the making?
Nasim Ahmed

Is Nawaz Sharif getting a deal or not?
That is the million dollar question making the rounds in the country for
the past few weeks. Both political and media circles are abuzz with speculation that something is cooking behind the scenes and Nawaz Sharif
would soon be allowed to go to London under the cover of medical treatment.
Although stories about back-door negotiations for some kind of relief
to Nawaz Sharif have been the staple of daily news both in the print and
electronic media, yet they took on a new piquancy last week when Nawaz
Sharif was shifted from jail to the VVIP block of Lahore’s Services Hospital
for medical tests and treatment.
Both government and opposition spokesmen have come out with their
own versions of the unfolding events. Denying that the PTI government
has offered any concession to the PML-N leader Mian Nawaz Sharif, Federal Minister for Information Fawad Chaudhrya few days ago showed his
concern over the VIP treatment being extended to Nawaz Sharif. While
voicing his disapproval of the latest development, he also called upon the
court, the NAB and other authorities concerned to ensure that all prisoners
irrespective of their social status should be given equal treatment.
On the other hand, senior PML-N leaders are not ready to regard the
shifting of Nawaz Sharif to the Services Hospital a ‘concession’ on the part
of the authorities. Former National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayyaz Sadiq
told the media that Nawaz Sharif never wanted to be shifted to the hospital
and preferred to stay in jail. In the same vein, former Information Minister
Pervaiz Rashid said that the Sharif family did not even know when Nawaz
Sharif was being shifted to hospital from Kot Lakhpat jail. Contradicting
themselves, some of the PML-N leaders have also complained that the
government had adopted a casual attitude to the serious health problems
facing their leader.
As for the talk of a possible deal, commenting on the issue of backdoor
negotiations, Pervaiz Rashid, in a TV talk, dispelled the impression of any
deal with the government, saying if Nawaz Sharif had to cut a deal, he
would have done it much earlier. PTI leaders, too, keep repeating that the
government was not offering a deal to the PML-N supremo. Among others,
Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid told the media the other day that he had
talked to the Prime Minister and he had no intention to give any “deal” or
“dheel” (concession) to Nawaz Sharif or Asif Zardari.
Although both sides have rejected the possibility of any understanding
between the government and PML-N, yet the recent developments have
their own dynamics and repercussions. An important straw in the wind is
the increasing talk about sending Nawaz Sharif to London for medical
treatment. Last week, senior PML-N leader Pervaiz Malik underlined the
need for sending Nawaz Sharif abroad for treatment. Sheikh Rashid has
also said that Nawaz Sharif should be allowed to consult his doctors in
London. Further, lending credence to the media reports in this regard, Rail-
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ways Minister Sheikh Rashid was also quoted as saying last week that the
Prime Minister must take the coalition partners into confidence if the government intended to strike any deal with the PML-N and PPP leaders.
According to some quarters, a deal has already been struck between
the Sharif family and the establishment, according to which Nawaz Sharif
will sign a contract to go into self-exile on the pretext of medical treatment,
while Maryam Nawaz will take over as PML-N chief. In the next stage,
Shahbaz Sharif will also get an NRO and leave Pakistan. As part of plea
bargain, the Sharif family will deposit in the national treasury a huge
amount in foreign exchange. The visit of some Arab dignitaries to Pakistan
during the last few months is said to have acted as a catalyst for the new
turn in the political situation.
If a deal matures, it will be just a repeat of the one in 1999 between
Nawaz Sharif and Pervez Musharraf, which allowed the former to go into
exile for ten years. In 2006, the United States played an important role behind the scenes in brokering an NRO which paved the way for Benazir
Bhutto to return to Pakistan during Musharraf’s regime. Similarly, Musharraf worked out an NRO to save Benazir Bhutto from various cases.
Nawaz Sharif going into exile will be a great setback for the PML-N as
a political entity. It will have a demoralizing effect on the rank and file and
the party will gradually wither away in the form of various splinter groups.
For the PTI, it will be a big gain in political terms but the party will lose its
high moral ground based on its oft-repeated commitment to the accountability process.
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Power

Renewable energy: A
neglected resource
Nasim Ahmed

Pakistan is an energy starved country and faces a serious power crisis as
evidenced by an endless cycle of load-shedding. We need an appropriate
energy mix which is costeffective, but long years of wrong policy making
have resulted in a reversal of hydel-thermal ratio from 70:30 in the 1960s
to its exact reverse as of now. This has led to a debilitating reliance on oil
import for thermal power generation. Using costly furnace oil and imported
gas to generate electricity has made our industrial sector insolvent which
cannot compete in the outside world.
To meet their needs costeffectively, most industrialised countries use
an appropriate power mix based on their indigenous resources. For example, in the US thermal, renewable and nuclear energy account for 62.9
percent, 17 percent and 20 percent of its total power generation capacity
respectively. India’s energy mix is hydel (14 percent), thermal (68 percent,
59.8 percent coal), renewable (16 percent), and nuclear (3.22 percent).
For China, this ratio is 19.8 percent, 62 percent, 14 percent, and 12 percent
respectively. At independence, India had 508 megawatts of hydel generation through dams which has been expanded to 44,594 megawatts now.
On the other hand, we at present produce 6481 megawatts of hydel energy
despite a potential of 50000 megawatts.
According to experts, a country’s economic growth potential can be
best measured by the ratio of installed electricity capacity vis a vis its population. In the case of Pakistan, the ratio is 122 megawatts per million of
population. By contrast, China, South Africa, Brazil, Mexico and India have
a capacity of 1188, 836, 649, 470, and 246 megawatts per million respectively. Another well-known metric of national development is the per capita
consumption of electricity. In Pakistan’s case, the average electricity consumption per year per person is 396 kwh. This compares unfavourably
with the figures of BRICS countries like Brazil (2455), Russia (7448), India
(746), and China (4265).
At present, Pakistan’s energy mix goes like this: thermal (oil, gas, and
coal) 65.5 percent, hydel 28 percent, nuclear 3.1 percent, and Renewable
Energy (Wind, Solar, and Bagasse) 3.4 percent. But our energy mix should
ideally be hydel (50 percent), renewables (15 percent), thermal (25 percent, oil/gas 15 percent and coal 10 percent), and nuclear (10 percent).
To move to the desired goal, the government needs to do some solid planning backed by sufficient funds and technical assistance from national and
international agencies. Such a plan should be in line with a realistic development of the national electricity transmission and distribution network.
Needless to say, our present electricity crisis has as much to do with a
skewed national energy mix as with an inadequate transmission and distribution capacity.
Pakistan is endowed with economically viable renewable energy resources - wind and solar – with a potential of approximately 55,000
megawatts. But we have tragically neglected to develop this sector. All we
have achieved till now is 1185 mw of wind and 438 mw of solar energy.
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According to available figures, power generation from wind as percentage
of total energy mix for countries like USA, Denmark, UK, China, Germany,
India and Spain is 11.9 percent, 45 percent, 23 percent,18 percent, 46 percent, 14 percent and 26.5 percent respectively. In Pakistan’s case the
same figure stands at 5.5 percent. It may be mentioned here that the Fauji
Group of Companies set up the first commercially developed wind IPP at
Jhimpir (50 mw), and Gharo (100 mw). The first tariffs awarded by the government to wind IPPs were on cost-plus basis with wind risk covered to
incentivize the pioneering developers. Since those early days the government has awarded tariffs to several IPPs for wind on cost plus as well as
upfront basis with IRRs within the range of 15-17 percent.
Over the last few years, the situation has qualitatively changed because
of the activities of the LNG lobby that did not want the renewable energy
to be developed to save their huge profits. Another factor is the ambiguous
approach of the regulator i.e NEPRA which has to keep the cost of generation through wind and solar low for the consumers. Ideally, a balance has
to be struck between the profit margins of the investors and the interests
of the consumers. But there are some invisible impediments into the way.
It is said that the competitive bidding process for the wind, solar and hybrid
solar projects would complicate things for small and mediumsized investors, leaving the turf clear for big investors with deep pockets and expertise.
The NEPRA and other government agencies like Alternative Energy
Development Board, the relevant ministry and CPPGA are all responsible
for the confusion in the sector. The result is that a cheap and indigenously
available resource is being frittered away due to policy failures. The solution lies in bringing on stream the wind and solar projects that are in the
pipeline without wasting any more time. The way forward for the government is to formulate a renewable energy policy as early as possible and
implement it at top speed.
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Punjab

Buzdar to stay?
Muhammad Hassan

Calls for the resignation of Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar have
grown after the Sahiwal incident, in which four people were shot dead by
the police. Rumours are also rife that the chief ministers of the Punjab and
Khyber Pukhtunkhwa will be replaced by the end of February, as Prime
Minister Imran Khan is not satisfied with their performance.
The opposition and media have singled out Usman Buzdar for his alleged incapability and lack of experience to run the affairs of the largest
province of the country. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
wants his removal at any cost, because it thinks he is an insult to the post
held by its leader Shahbaz Sharif for 10 years. It also believes the PTI government will collapse, if he is ousted. It has launched an all-out attack
against him over the Sahiwal incident and also compared it with the Model
Town tragedy, in which at least 14 people were killed and over 100 injured
by the police in 2014. Instead of accepting the responsibility for the reckless behaviour of the Punjab police, used and trained by the Sharifs for
political gains for decades, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
blamed the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) for the killings. The comparison with the Model Town massacre was also misleading, because
leaders of the former ruling party had personal points to score against the
Pakistan Awami Tehreek and its chairman Dr. Tahiral Qadri. It also attempted to protect the accused policemen in the case. However, the Sahiwal incident was the fallout of misinformation received by the police. Still
the Punjab government cannot absolve itself from it, though it was not directly involved in it.
Critics of Usman Buzdar say he is focusing on his personal development at the cost of the party and people of the province. He is trying to
emulate former Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, who used to visit
offices and suspend officials to create an impression of accountability and
his love for the people. Buzdar’s use of a special plane and heavy protocol
is also considered against the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan, who
has always defended his appointment and even drew comparisons to legendary cricketer Wasim Akram, by saying,”Just like no one thought
Akram’s selection was the right decision, Usman Buzdar will also prove
everyone wrong.”
The PTI is also facing challenges in the province after growing grievances of its ally, the PML-Q. In a House of 371, the PTI has 181 seats,
PML-N 168, PML-Q 10, PPP seven, and independents four. In this situation, the PML-Q’s 10 members enjoy a crucial status. Last month, Punjab
Minister Ammar Yasir, who belongs to the PML-Q, resigned over alleged
interference in his ministry. After threats by the PML-Q leadership, Prime
Minister Imran Khan had to intervene and defuse the tension. The two
coalition partners also have differences over a new province in south Punjab.
In a bid to widen rifts between the PTI and the PML-Q, the PML-N has
submitted a constitutional amendment bill in the National Assembly for the
creation of Bahawalpur and South Punjab provinces. The bill demands
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that Article 1 of the Constitution be amended to create two more provinces
in the Punjab. The Bahawalpur province will consist of the current administrative division that is considered Bahawalpur, while the current divisions
of Dera Ghazi Khan and Multan will constitute South Punjab province. The
bill also calls for changes in Article 51, which deals with the allocation of
seats in the National Assembly, making way for representation of the two
new provinces in parliament. According to the bill, once the amendment is
approved, Bahawalpur will have 15 general and three women's seats,
bringing the total count of seats to 18. The bill also calls for the allocation
of 38 seats to South Punjab province. After the amendment, the total number of seats on the NA would rise to 326, out of which 266 would be general seats while 60 would be women’s seats. The amendment also calls
for 39 seats of the provincial assembly to be allocated for Bahawalpur, out
of which 31 should be general and eight women. Eighty seats have been
proposed for the South Punjab province, out of which 64 would be general
seats, 14 women and two minority seats. Analysts say the bill aims to divide the local population and stop the government from making a new
province. The PML-N enjoyed a two-thirds majority in the National Assembly and the Punjab Assembly from 2013 to 2018, but it failed to fulfill the
demand of the backward area. Locals fully understand its objective and
the bill for two provinces will prove to be counterproductive for it in the next
election.
On the other hand, the government has announced that the South Punjab Secretariat will start operating by July this year and people of the area
would not have to go to Lahore for the redress of their grievances. Usman
Buzdar could be the chief minister of the new province, but the PTI is likely
delay its creation until before the next election because its hold in the old
Punjab will weaken after the formation of the South Punjab province. It will
have to enforce defections in the PPP and the PML-N to retain power in
such a scenario.
Experts say Usman Buzdar is being criticized for his failure to deliver
on promised reforms in the police, bureaucracy, health, education and
other sectors. But it is not his fault. His party has not finalized them yet.
The reforms are in the final stages and are expected to be introduced in
the next three months. He is safe until the reforms are introduced. His position will be in danger if he fails to enforce them.
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Corruption

Lack of an effective
reformation
Muhammad Ali

Pakistan languishes at the bottom of the list of the most corrupt countries
of the world. It scored only 33 out of 100 and was ranked 117 by the Transparency International on its Corruption Perception Index (CPI) 2018. However, neither the government nor the opposition commented on the dismal
show, because it was the failure of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), which was in power until the last year, while the new government,
which has come to power on the slogan of “ruthless” accountability, has
not taken any measure to improve governance.
Pakistan has made a slight improvement in the Corruption Perception
Index (CPI) 2018 by scoring one more point than 2017, but its ranking of
117, out of 180 countries, remains unchanged. Transparency International
urged Pakistan to act seriously to control rampant corruption in the country.
“The economic condition in the country cannot improve till the menace is
tackled. Foreign businesses check the ease of doing business before taking a decision to start working with a country. Pakistan will need to improve
its ranking in international surveys to attract foreign investment which is
necessary for it to improve its GDP growth rate," it said.
India fared far better than Pakistan and was ranked 78. The improvement in India’s corruption perception index comes in a year when Indian
opposition parties, in particular Congress President Rahul Gandhi, have
been targeting the Narendra Modi government for corruption in the Rafale
fighter jet deal and farm insurance scheme. India ranked far better in terms
of the fight against corruption in comparison to its neighbours, including
China. India scored 41 in the CPI-2018, which is actually a little improvement from last year's score of 40. In 2014, when Narendra Modi took over
as prime minister of the country after a landslide victory in the backdrop of
corruption charges against the outgoing Manmohan Singh government,
India's CPI score was 38 and it was ranked 85 in the list of 174 countries
in the world.
In contrast, Bangladesh has slipped six steps in the index for 2018.
Bangladesh had once occupied the top spot for corruption in Transparency
International’s Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) for five consecutive
years, from 2001 to 2005, but it managed to come down to 17th position
in 2017. However, the improvement did not last long as the country has
slipped once more in the CPI for most corrupt nations, occupying the 13th
position among 180 countries. Bangladesh’s position slipped six steps in
the index for 2018 — going to 149 from 2017’s 143. Afghanistan became
the most corrupt nation in South Asia — right before Bangladesh — scoring 16, while Bhutan was the least corrupt with 68.
China’s rating on perceived corruption has fallen for the first time in five
years, pushing it down 10 places to 87. Singapore moved up three spots
on the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) to third place, behind firstplaced Denmark and New Zealand in second. Last month, China’s Communist Party declared a “crushing victory” in the battle to stamp out graft,
while warning that the situation was still tough and the fight must go on.
The party’s graft-busters detained another 23 “tigers”, or high-ranking of-
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ficials last year – five more than in 2017 – while prosecutors charged 32
provincial- and ministerial-level officials in 2018, 14 more than the previous
year. More than 1.3 million party officials at various levels have been
caught since the campaign was launched. Eugene Tan, associate professor at Singapore Management University’s School of Law, said China’s
decline in the index revealed concerns that corruption was still prevalent,
despite President Xi Jinping’s campaign against graft since coming to
power six years ago. “The massive ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ is probably
adding to the negative perception of graft-busting as being more for domestic consumption,” he said. “China’s poor showing probably has more
to do with how its intentions are perceived, particularly in overseas economic activity.”
The United States also slid down the rankings as its system of checks
and balances faced growing threats on President Donald Trump's watch.
The US lost four points to score 71 out of 100 on the Corruption Perceptions Index, sending the country tumbling out of the top 20 for the first time
since 2011. It has fallen from 16th to 22nd position.
More than two-thirds of countries have a score below 50, with an average score of only 43. Since 2012, only 20 countries have significantly improved their scores, including Argentina and Côte D’Ivoire, and 16 have
significantly declined, including, Australia, Chile and Malta. Denmark and
New Zealand top the index with 88 and 87 points, respectively. Somalia,
South Sudan, and Syria are at the bottom of the index, with 10, 13 and 13
points, respectively. The highest scoring region is Western Europe and the
European Union, with an average score of 66, while the lowest scoring regions are sub-Saharan Africa, with the average score 32, while Eastern
Europe and Central Asia have the average score of 35.
Every year $1 trillion is paid in bribes while an estimated $2.6 trillion are
stolen annually through corruption, the United Nations said in a recent report. More than five per cent of the global GDP is siphoned off every year.
In developing countries, funds lost to corruption are estimated at 10 times
the amount of official development assistance, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) added. The UN urged member states to further strengthen their resolve to fight corruption because it’s “a serious crime
that can undermine social and economic development in all societies. No
country, region or community is immune.” Transparency Interna¬tional (TI)
endorsed the UN message with a warning that corruption impacts the poorest and the most vulnerable in society are hit the hardest.
Corruption has been part of Pakistani politics and everyday life since
its inception, but the scourge has intensified in the last three decades. All
graft-busting institutions, like the National Accountability Bureau (NAB), the
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
and the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), were
weakened intentionally through the induction of corrupt and inapt people
as their heads in the past. The new government will have to improve their
working to check corruption and provide relief to the people of Pakistan.
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Law

A landmark verdict
Muhammad Zain

The Supreme Court of Pakistan has announced a historic verdict in the
2017 Faizabad sit-in by the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan, which will pave
the way for strengthening national institutions and improving their performance. It also sets directions to deal with any dangerous situation in the future and save the country from any internal threat to its integrity and
religious harmony.
The strongly-worded judgment observes lapses on part of the government, media, the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority, intelligence agencies, the armed forces, and the Election Commission of
Pakistan. The judgment also indicates how the court has become stronger
over the last few years to decide any case of a sensitive nature. It was not
only a sensitive case politically, but also involved religious sentiments of
the people of Pakistan. Besides threatening the political government, it
also posed serious challenges to the writ of the state and aimed to divide
the nation on religious lines. However, the court has strengthened the state
by its landmark judgment.
It has directed the government, law enforcement agencies, intelligence
agencies and the army's media wing to operate within their mandate. In
the conclusion, the court directed the federal and provincial governments
to monitor and prosecute those advocating hate, extremism and terrorism.
It also ordered the government through the defence ministry and respective chiefs of the armed forces to initiate action against armed forces'
personnel found to have violated their oath. The police and other law enforcement agencies were directed to develop "flexible" standard operating
procedures to deal with similar protests in the future.
The court observed that any person who issues an edict or fatwa that
"harms another or puts another in harm's way must be criminally prosecuted under the Pakistan Penal Code, the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997, and/or
the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016." It accepted that citizens
have the right to form and be members of political parties, subject to "reasonable restrictions" imposed by the law. “Each citizen and political party
retains the right to peaceful assembly and protest, as long as it complies
with the reasonable legal restrictions in the interest of public order. The
right to assembly and protest is circumscribed only to the extent that it infringes on the fundamental rights of others, including their right to free
movement and to hold and enjoy property. Protesters, who obstruct people's right to use roads and damage or destroy property must be proceeded against in accordance with the law and held accountable,” it ruled.
The court also ordered the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to
proceed against political parties violating the law. "All political parties have
to account for the source of their funds in accordance with the law," it noted
and observed the state's failure to prosecute those at the highest echelons
of the government, who were responsible for the murder and attempted
murder of peaceful citizens on the streets of Karachi during the May 2007
lawyers' protests, set a bad precedent and encouraged others to resort to
violence to achieve their agendas. "The state must always act impartially
and fairly. The law is applicable to all, including those who are in government and institutions must act independently of those in government," the
court asserted.
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The judgment said the Inter-Services Intelligence, the Intelligence Bureau, Military Intelligence and the Inter-Services Public Relations "must
not exceed their respective mandates". "They cannot curtail freedom of
speech and expression and do not have the authority to interfere with
broadcasts and publications, in the management of broadcasters/publishers and in the distribution of newspapers. The intelligence agencies
"should monitor activities of all those who threaten the territorial integrity
of the country, and all those who undermine the security of the people and
the state by resorting to or inciting violence."
The court added that it would be appropriate to enact laws which clearly
stipulate the respective mandates of the intelligence agencies in order to
ensure transparency and the rule of law. "The Constitution emphatically
prohibits members of the armed forces from engaging in any kind of political activity, which includes supporting a political party, faction or individual.
The government of Pakistan through the Ministry of Defence and the respective chiefs of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force are directed to initiate action against the personnel under their command who are found to
have violated their oath," the court said. It also directed the police and
other law enforcement agencies to develop standard operating procedures
and plans on "how best to handle rallies, protests and dharnas, and ensure
that such plans/procedures are flexible enough to attend to different situations". The court also ordered action against cable operators, who had
stopped or interrupted the broadcasts of licensed broadcasters.
The court had taken up the case after taking notice of massive traffic
jams arising out of the sit-in at Faizabad and summoned a report from the
ministries of interior and defence, Intelligence Bureau and Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI). The court was concerned that Islamabad and Rawalpindi
had been held hostage by a few “miscreants” while the state functionaries
appeared to be negotiating with them, rather than clearing the way for the
public who were being denied access to courts, schools, and places of
work, etc. The court had also expressed its annoyance over the use of
abusive, filthy and provocative language by leaders of the sit-in against
politicians, judges and heads of state institutions.
The 2017 Faizabad dahrna, which started on the pretext of changes in
election laws, threatened the integrity of the country. It appeared to plunge
the country into violence by promoting religious and political hatred. It was
the responsibility of state institutions to control the situation, but the court
had to intervene when they failed to perform their duties. The verdict also
serves as a warning to religious and political parties, which block roads
and take the law into their own hands. It is hoped the Supreme Court
guidelines will be enforced to avoid such a situation in the future.
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Conflict

Afghan peace on
Taliban’s terms
Shahid Hussain

A proposed deal between the Taliban and the US administration has revived prospects for peace in Afghanistan after almost two decades of war.
Concerns about the possibility of the Taliban ruling the country again have
also grown as the militants are talking from a position of strength as they
control more territory than the Afghan government.
Afghan soldiers have already started surrendering to the Taliban. In
fact, the militants have taken more territory in Afghanistan this year than
at any time in their 15-year struggle against the Western-supported Afghan
government, according to United Nations data. At the same time, the
Afghan military has suffered declining numbers and high attrition rates, according to data from the United States military. Afghan officials have said
military casualty rates are historically high. However, US President Donald
Trump wants to get out of the “endless war”, which costs America $50 billion a year. It was his promise to his own voter base in the US. In a recent
interview, he said, “The Taliban are tired. And I think everybody’s tired.
We’ve got to get out of these endless wars and bring our folks back home.”
However, critics warn his impatience with the war in Afghanistan will
lead him to withdraw troops too soon, leaving the country at risk of returning to the same volatile condition that prompted the invasion in the first
place. The prospect of drawing down troops in Afghanistan has prompted
some critics to note that President Donald Trump is telegraphing a withdrawal — the same thing he accused President Barack Obama of doing
by saying he wanted to end the American combat mission in 2014.
The US media has called the possible agreement with the Taliban as a
defeat without humiliation. “A tentative deal between the Trump administration and the Taliban appears to offer the United States a negotiated way
out of its longest war — a prospect most Americans would welcome. Unfortunately, it seems to do so mostly on the enemy’s terms. US forces
would leave the country, but there would be no guarantee that the government and political order they have spent 17 years defending, at enormous
cost, would survive — or that the gains Afghans have made in women’s
and other civil rights would be preserved. As described by envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad, the “framework” for an accord reached in talks begins with a
commitment by the United States to a troop pullout and a Taliban pledge
to prevent Afghan territory from serving as a base for international terrorism,” the Washington Post said in an editorial.
The newspaper warned, “A withdrawal of US and NATO forces would
leave the Afghan government deeply vulnerable. As it is, its army and police forces have been suffering heavy losses and losing ground to the Taliban even with the backing of a modest number of Western troops. While
some analysts believe the Taliban would not seek to re-create the fundamentalist and profoundly repressive regime they led up until late 2001, they
remain implacably hostile to democracy. Afghan women say they fear any
end to the conflict would come at their expense. It’s also not clear how the
Taliban would deliver on their promise to prevent Afghanistan from ever
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becoming a platform for international terrorist groups or individuals.”
According to former US Ambassador to Afghanistan and Pakistan Ryan
Crocker, the framework agreement was reached without the involvement
of the Afghan government. “The Taliban have said all along that they refuse
to negotiate with the government, considering the government the illegitimate puppet of the US occupation. By acceding to this Taliban demand,
we have ourselves delegitimized the government we claim to support. This
current process bears an unfortunate resemblance to the Paris peace talks
during the Vietnam War. Then, as now, it was clear that by going to the
table we were surrendering; we were just negotiating the terms of our surrender. The Taliban will offer any number of commitments, knowing that
when we are gone and they are back, we will have no means of enforcing
any of them,” he said in an article in the Washington Post.
“One can be confident that the Taliban would follow through on the
agreement. It’s not just because Taliban supporters and interlocutors, in
public statements and private conversations, have almost universally acknowledged that hosting al Qaeda in the run-up to 9/11 was a dreadful mistake that cost them their rule over Afghanistan. It’s also because the
Taliban are now engaged in a bitter fight with the forces of the Islamic State
(who most certainly are anti-Western international terrorists) for control of
parts of Afghanistan. The Taliban’s role as an enemy of the Islamic State
(as well as prudent preparation for the possible collapse of the US-backed
order in Kabul) has led Russia and China to launch talks with the Taliban,”
noted the Foreign Policy magazine. “While the Pakistani military has
backed the Afghan Taliban as a client movement against Indian influence
in Afghanistan, it has absolutely no interest in encouraging a repeat of 9/11
and the disasters that followed for Pakistan.”
Analysts say the US has initiated the talks after sensing a humiliating
defeat, which would have undermined its respect and prestige and emboldened enemies elsewhere. If the Taliban take control of Afghanistan, it
would not only intensify civil war but pave the way for the collapse of the
Afghan state. A full-scale civil war would increase the flow of Afghan
refugees to Europe. In the wake of the Syrian refugee crisis, it could deal
a death blow to liberal democracy in Europe, and the resulting European
nationalist backlash would crush the entire image of US-led democracy in
the world. To prevent it, the US would require an agreement with major
concessions to Turkey and Iran, undermining America’s geopolitical position in the Middle East.
There are also questions whether a power-sharing agreement could be
reached between the existing Afghan state and the Taliban, and if it were
reached, whether it would stick at least long enough for the United States
to withdraw without humiliation. If such a deal collapsed after a few years,
it could be dreadful for Afghanistan, but the US public would have forgotten
all about Afghanistan by then and the US establishment would find someone else to blame for its failure.
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Corruption

Cyclic accountability
Husnain Shahid

The arrest of Senior Punjab Minister and Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
leader Aleem Khan has given a new twist to the accountability process
but public hopes are fading about the efficacy of the process and recovery of looted wealth from high-profile politicians.
Critics say the arrest of the senior minister, who practically ran the
affairs of the province even in the presence of the chief minister, aimed
to “balance” the accountability process, which the opposition accused
of targeting its members only. The arrest will make the drive look fairer,
they say. He is considered to be a close aide to Prime Minister Imran
Khan and it is said he was not nominated for the post of the Punjab chief
minister because of corruption cases against him. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has arrested him for amassing wealth and properties beyond his source of income. He had been appearing before NAB
for two years in several inquiries, including an offshore company, Hexam
Investment Overseas Ltd, owning assets beyond his known sources of
income, and inquiries into Park View Housing Society, River Age Housing Society, and another housing scheme on the Multan Road.
His arrest could also be bad news for the Chaudhrys of Gujrat and
their Pakistan Muslim League-Q (PML-Q) party, which is a coalition
partner of the PTI government at the Centre and Punjab. In January
2018, NAB had sought the record and details of offshore companies
reportedly established in tax havens abroad by Aleem Khan and PMLQ's Moonis Elahi, son of Punjab Assembly Speaker Pervaiz Elahi after
the NAB chairman ordered an inquiry into the companies held by 435
Pakistanis in tax havens abroad. A Mutual Legal Assistance report pertaining to Aleem Khan's case was provided to NAB, Lahore, in January,
following which the PTI leader was summoned. He was unable to satisfy NAB on the money trail for his assets and arrested.
However, people are skeptical about the outcome of the accountability campaign despite the arrest of the minister, former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and possible arrest of former President Asif Ali Zardari in
the fake accounts case. They think it is a futile effort and looted wealth
cannot be extracted from them, as the system favours politicians. There
are two systems in the country-for politicians and others. Former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif was allowed every possible facility in jail. He was
then shifted to hospital for the best possible treatment, which is not available to a majority of people of the country, who are out of jail. Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) President Shahbaz Sharif, who was arrested by NAB in October 2018, chairs the Public Accounts Committee
meetings regularly and enjoys the status of a federal minister. He has
hardly spent a week in NAB custody. His son, Hamza Sharif, has been
allowed to proceed abroad despite facing several inquiries. These facilities are not available to people who are not politicians.
It appears there is an unseen understanding between the Sharifs
and the forces-that-be, under which one facility after the other is being
provided to them. It is not by chance that they are keeping quiet and
not targeting national institutions. On the other hand, the government
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has also expressed concern over VIP treatment being extended to
Nawaz Sharif at the hospital. It also denied reports it had offered any
concessions to Nawaz who has now been lodged in a VIP room of a
hospital away from the rigors of imprisonment. Federal Minister for Information Fawad Chaudry expressed his government’s utmost concern
over the VIP treatment to Nawaz Sharif at the hospital. He also called
upon the courts, NAB and other authorities to ensure that all prisoners,
influential or ordinary, should be getting equal treatment. Dissociating
the government from the relief, the minister said an “independent board
of doctors” would decide how the authorities should proceed further.
However, PML-N leaders were not ready to accept it a “concession.”
They claimed Nawaz Sharif never wished to be shifted to hospital as
he wanted to go back to jail. Though both sides have rejected the possibility of any understanding, yet the recent developments have sparked
rumours. A statement by senior PML-N leader Pervaiz Malik seeking
Nawaz Sharif’s treatment abroad further added to the speculation.
Lending credence to the rumours, Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid
said Prime Minister Imran Khan must take the coalition partners into
confidence if the government intended to strike any deal with the PMLN and PPP leaders. It is said the ground is being prepared to send
Nawaz Sharif abroad for treatment. Analysts are also linking the mysterious silence of Nawaz Sharif and his daughter Maryam Nawaz with
the present development. There are also reports the PTI government
is quite upset over the new developments.
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) leader Chaudhry Manzoor has also
claimed to have received a “confirmation” from PML-N insiders about
National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO)-like relief for Nawaz Sharif.
Talking to a news channel, he refused to name sources privy to the matter, but said he was 100pc sure about it. “Nawaz Sharif has always
been lucky as a soft corner has been there most of the times in decisions in cases against him. He will fly out of the country in February,”
he claimed.
If Nawaz Sharif is allowed to proceed abroad in the name of treatment, the credibility of the whole process of accountability will crash. It
will not only malign the courts and graft-busting institutions, but also
dash the hopes of the common man for fair accountability in the country. If relief is provided to the Sharifs, Asif Zardari and all other politicians who are facing corruption cases, will also expect similar facilities
for themselves. People had pinned high hopes of recovery of looted
wealth from top politicians, which was supposed to be enough to pay
off Pakistan’s debt. However, concessions to the politicians have
dashed their dreams. If politicians are allowed to escape punishment
in the name of illness, then the facility should also be provided to other
accused. It would be better if corruption cases against all politicians
are dropped to save people’s time on false hopes. People had voted
for the PTI on its slogan of accountability in the last election. In future
elections, accountability will be irrelevant. Hello, again, corruption!
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Strategy

Implications of Taliban
return to power
Raza Khan

As efforts, including negotiations, are underway to restore peace in
Afghanistan and end 17year long armed insurgency by the Afghan Taliban,
observers have started forecasting the implications of the militia’s return
to power. Optimism is being widely expressed in important international
capitals that, at last, the insurgency by the Afghan Taliban would soon end
and the militia would join the national political mainstream in Afghanistan.
While at this moment, it is unclear that in what manner the Taliban would
return to power but it is quite clear that the militia would somehow become
a stakeholder in state power in Afghanistan. Here, it is important to note
that of late, the Taliban have also agreed to hold talks with the Afghan government, which the group had consistently shun the hold talks. This development is an addition to the United States-Taliban talks in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Qatar recently, which resulted in Washington announcing withdraw all of the remainder of its troops from Afghanistan within 18
months. On its part, the Afghan Taliban though have desisted from announcing a ceasefire, yet they have described US President Donald Trump
as “serious and sincere” in ending the conflict in Afghanistan. This praise
for an American leader from Taliban is indeed rare.
All these developments point towards the fact that the Taliban would be
in power in Afghanistan. There are different possibilities in this regard. The
foremost possibility would be that with the withdrawal of around 14,000 US
troops from Afghanistan, the Taliban would be in control of Afghanistan.
While this would not be a matter of cours, there is much likelihood of such
a scenario. The fundamental reason for such an eventuality is that according to different estimates of SIGAR (Special Inspector General on
Afghanistan Reconstruction), an official American body and British Broadcasting Corporation, the Afghan Taliban are in control of around 40 percent
to 70 percent of Afghan territory. This is something surprising as 300,000
Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) personnel could not establish their
writ on even half of the country’s territory. This is despite the fact that the
personnel of the ANSF are armed with US and other Western countries’
supplied sophisticated weapons and mostly are trained by US military trainers. Once the US troops would have withdrawn, ANSF, which remained intact due to the crucial and critical support, particularly airpower of the US
forces in Afghanistan, would see deep cracks. There are very thin chances
that ANSF would remain intact after the withdrawal of the American forces
as the dominating force than would be the Taliban, which is fundamentally
and in orientation a militia not a political force. History of the Taliban, especially its emergence in 1994 and capturing of power in Afghanistan way
back in 1996, is testimony to the fact that basically the Taliban is a militia.
So when one militia would be dominant in the country, ANSF could no
longer claim to be the national military. Seeing the Taliban coming to power,
many personnel of ANSF would join forces with the Taliban. This would be
especially the case with the Pashtun members of ANSF, who importantly
are in the greatest number. However, the Tajik, Uzbek, Turkmen and Hazara ethnic groups members, who are part of ANSF, would either like to
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abandon the national forces as Taliban dominance would be in no way acceptable to them or possibly detrimental to their interests and even survival.
A good number of ANSF forces non-Pashtun personnel would also resort
to militancy to fight the Taliban. There would be much likelihood that these
personnel of ANSF, who would resort to militancy, would be able to control
specific areas in different minority ethnicities dominated regions of
Afghanistan. This be seen that how the Taliban respond to the would-be
militias of the minority ethnic groups after cracks in ANSF.
The Taliban, as a strategy to see the US forces withdraw completely from
Afghanistan, may express their tacit agreement not to revoke the Afghan
Constitution, because the document and the political and state system under
it were provided for by the Western countries specially the US. However,
the Taliban would like to introduce changes in the Constitution and make it
compatible with their interpretation of Islamic Shariah. However, once in
power the Taliban may attempt to completely throw away the existing Afghan
Constitution and replace it with theirs. However, much would depend in what
manner the Taliban return to power and how much stakes the militia would
be able to appropriate for itself in power. If the Taliban return to power
through becoming part of the country political system and by winning elections, then they would act relatively responsibly. However, at the same time
it is also possible that once the group would return to power through winning
elections, this may further embolden it sensing that they were not only militantly dominant but also now have the political support of the people. On
the other hand, if the Taliban return to power through a certain formula
agreed upon between the US-West and the group as well as other Afghan
stakeholders, the group would attempt to dominate the system.
The question that to what extent the Taliban would mend their old ways
of violently rather inhumanly treating Afghans, especially women, once
they return to power is quite important. It is generally feared by the Afghans
that the Taliban would resort to their old modus operandi once back in
power. However, cognizant of the apprehensions of the Afghans, the world,
in particular human rights groups, the Taliban have been vowing since their
ouster from power by the US-led International Security & Assistance
Forces (ISAF) in 2001, to change their old ways once back in the saddle.
Nevertheless, the Afghans and the world have apprehensions that the
group leaders have been vowing to mend their old ways merely to placate
incisive criticism from various quarters. There is a lot of substance in the
fears of Afghans and the world regarding the Afghan Taliban return to
power and the group resorting to violence because it, as explained is fundamentally a militia.
The talks between the US and the Taliban, on the one hand and the
Taliban and the Afghan government on the other, may at some point become successful but the Taliban return to power somehow would have implications. This may not be taken for granted that if the Taliban become
part of the political system in Afghanistan, the conflict in the country would
end automatically.
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Debate

Presidential system
for Pakistan
Raza Khan

Mainstream opposition parties in Pakistan have recently alleged that efforts
are on to introduce the presidential system in the country by replacing the
constitutionally-provided parliamentary system of government. In this regard criticism and raising the alarm by the leadership of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) is quite noteworthy. Although the PPP leadership has not
clearly identified who is trying to bring the presidential system in the country
yet indirectly it means that the government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), led by Prime Minister Imran Khan along with the establishment, are
attempting to bring presidential system in the country. While statements of
PPP leaders about the presidential system in Pakistan are not quite substantive, they have triggered an important debate about the effectiveness
of the existing parliamentary system and thinking about the presidential
system as an alternative.
Whether Pakistan should have a parliamentary or presidential system is
for the people to decide, most of the political parties, groups and forces in
Pakistan have been portraying the presidential system as something that is
“undemocratic.” Therefore, whenever there emerged a debate in the country
on the introduction of the presidential system or for that matter, looking for
alternatives than the failed parliamentary system of governance, political parties and their leaders start criticizing the debate. Against this backdrop, it is
important to clarify that the presidential system is also a democratic system
of governance as is the parliamentary system.
There are certain important reasons due to which our political parties and
leaders have been against the presidential system of governance and depicting it as “undemocratic.” The foremost is that for the first time when the
presidential system was introduced in the country it was by General Ayub
Khan, who framed the 1962 Constitution, which provided for the presidential
system of governance. Although Ayub Khan’s era was the golden period insofar as economic development in the country is concerned, yet the ironhand with which he dealt with opposition parties, including religious parties,
was indeed oppressive. However, it was the fault of General Ayub Khan’s
personality or his aims and not the presidential system.
Another very important reason due to which political parties and groups
in Pakistan have been against the presidential system of government has
been that the system does not give much stakes to many of the political
groups and leaders. Because in a presidential system, there has to be one
unified head of government in the country and in provinces and the president
and governors’ cabinet members and ministers ought not to be members of
the parliament or provincial assemblies and could be anyone. It means that
non-political persons, mostly technocrats, could be part of the government,
thus compromising the very interest of the politicians, whose ultimate aim is
to get power. On the other hand, the parliamentary system of government
ensures stakes for almost all political parties and leaders active in the mainstream. For instance, a party getting even a couple of seats of parliament
could somehow secure for itself a share in cabinet or power by appropriating
chairmanship of parliamentary committees. Even regional parties could have
a share in power by contesting elections for provincial governorships or becoming a coalition partner and getting some cabinet berths. In other words,
political parties and leaders limited to a region, province or even a few districts
could be in power through parliamentary politics. For instance, in Pakistan
Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam-Fazal (JUI-F), Awami National Party (ANP), Mut-
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tahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), various Sindhi and Baloch ethno-linguistic
parties have been part of the power corridors even by winning a handful of
parliamentary seats. Against this backdrop, Pakistani political parties’ antagonism towards the presidential system is understandable. Even the so-called
national parties, like Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), have, to all
intents and purposes, been a provincial party, limited only to the Punjab and
a few pockets of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Importantly, when the PMLN won a majority in the 2013 national elections, it did not win even one of the
60 plus National Assembly seats from Sindh and hardly a few from the KP
and Balochistan and winning almost all its seats from the Punjab. On the
other hand, another traditional national party, the PPP, over the course of
time, has become a party limited only to Sindh. In 2013, it won only a single
seat of the 140 plus National Assembly seats from the Punjab and none from
KP. Whereas in 2018, it has again been wiped out in the Punjab, KP and
Balochistan provinces. Despite it the PPP is well ensconced in power in the
Sindh province. So, the presidential system does not suit the political parties
interests and that is fundamentally “power”.
Now the important question is that whether the presidential system is
good for Pakistan or not? There are a number of reasons to arrive at the conclusion that the presidential system could be a far better system, keeping in
view social, political and economic realities of Pakistan. Here, one important
aspect of the parliamentary political system is that it is based on constituencybased elections and power struggle. Pakistan is fundamentally a traditional,
rural and tribal society where constituencies are inhabited by a few families,
biraderis (lineage groups) or tribes having historical enmities and feuds. Often
these social groups struggle for power at the local level, which at times, becomes quite violent. Moreover, the dominate groups at the constituency or
local level manipulate the system by intimidating the people. In the presidential system, that is not possible.
Moreover, in the presidential system, legislative and executive authority
unlike the parliamentary system, rests in different organs of the state. This
leads to quality policymaking and governance and these two areas have
been key problems of Pakistan. In the presidential system, the chief executive, which in this case is the president, has relative freedom to implement
policies and come up with innovative projects and strategies for development
and raising the life standard of the majority of people.
Another very important aspect of the presidential system in that parochial
and separatist-minded political parties and groups do not have any chance
to get power. Parochialism has been a key issue of the country which led to
its dismemberment in 1971. Ethno-linguistic political parties although are important in democracy, yet if they make the system hostage, as has been the
case in Pakistan, then the parties cause instability. The presidential system
is, therefore, the panacea to put an end to parochialism.
Thus presidential system is not at all undemocratic as has always been
portrayed by political parties in Pakistan because it comprises their very basic
interest of attainment of power. On the other hand the presidential system as
a lot of merits for Pakistan. But again it is up to the people which system they
want to adopt. Having said this it must be understood that only those system
which fulfils the basis needs of majority of people and raise their standard of
life prevail and unfortunately the parliamentary system has extensively failed
to deliver the much-needed goods to the people of Pakistan.
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Economics

State Bank tightens
monetary policy
Muhammad Jahangir

The State Bank has decided to raise the policy rate by 25 basis points to
10.25%, effective from February 1, 2019, for the next two months. The
10.25% rate is the highest in the past seven years. The tightening of monetary policy is contrary to the desire of the federal government which
sought to keep the policy unchanged due to adverse implications of monetary tightening for the economic growth. The Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) took the decision of hiking the discount rate with a majority. Some
members of the MPC were in favour of keeping the discount rate unchanged at 10 percent but the majority’s view prevailed. The SBP had
hiked the discount rate by 450 basis points in the last 12 months starting
from 5.75 percent to now 10.25 percent.
Highlighting four major challenges being faced by the country’s economy including a persistent surge in twin deficits, the State Bank of Pakistan
announced a new policy rate in a bid to further support the move for stabilising the economy. The reasons cited by the SBP indicate that exchange
rate depreciation and monetary tightening had failed to contain the current
account deficit: “Challenges to Pakistan’s economy persist and despite
narrowing, the current account deficit remains high and fiscal deficit is elevated; core inflation is persistently high and this situation calls for continued consolidation efforts.” The current account deficit narrowed only 4.4%
in first half of the current fiscal year to $8 billion. The SBP has also lowered
the economic growth projection for the current fiscal year to around 4%
from its two-month-old estimate of over 4%, in the last fiscal year.
Explaining the rate hike, the SBP governor said that the MPC noted
that the impact of stabilisation measures implemented so far was gradually
unfolding and confidence was improving amidst reduced economic uncertainty, but (i) the fiscal deficit is yet to show signs of consolidation despite
a reduction in PSDP spending; (ii) although a gradual improvement in the
current account deficit is visible, it remains high; (iii) a marked shift in the
pattern of government borrowing from scheduled banks to SBP entails inflationary concerns; and (iv) even as stabilisation measures gradually work
through the economy, underlying inflationary pressures persist. Based on
the above, and after detailed deliberations, the MPC decided to raise the
policy rate by 25 bps to 10.25 percent.
Economic data confirm that the stabilisation measures implemented
over the last one year were taking hold and key monthly indicators were
showing visible signs of deceleration in domestic demand. But the average
headline Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation stood at 6% in the first half
of FY19, which was considerably higher than 3.8% in the same period of
last year. Core inflation, measured by non-food and non-energy components of the CPI basket, reached 8.4% in December 2018. Going forward,
the second-round impact of exchange rate movements, upward adjustment in gas and electricity tariffs, and higher government borrowing from
the SBP are likely to be offset by the lagged impact of the increase in policy
rate and fall in international oil prices on inflation.
Experts hope that the current account deficit would remain around $13-
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14 billion. However, the first six-month trend shows that the deficit could
still go beyond the desired level. Pakistan’s gross foreign currency reserves stood at $8.2 billion. The reserves decreased due to market interventions, defence-related payments and external debt servicing. In
absolute terms, net budgetary financing from the SBP reached Rs3.77 trillion from July 1 to January 18, which was 4.3 times the amount borrowed
during the same period of last year. This financing will potentially have inflationary consequences in the future. Even as stabilisation measures
gradually work through the economy, underlying inflationary pressures persist.
In this context, it is important to note that the increase in the discount
rate will add about Rs25 billion to the debt servicing cost, which is expected
to hit Rs2 trillion – the highest ever. However, the permanent solution to
external sector problems lies in the adjustment in the rupee’s value. The
overvalued rupee was subsidising imports and putting an additional burden
on exports.What is needed is to find a true equilibrium and that equilibrium
is what the market determines. The overvalued rupee had negative implications for Pakistan’s economy.
It seems that the central bank may face difficulties in convincing the International Monetary Fund that does not endorse a nominal increase like
that of 25 basis points as an effective tool. The budget deficit continues to
be high and it is imperative to bring down the fiscal deficit and current account deficit for economic stability. The fiscal deficit for first half of the current fiscal year is likely to be higher than the same period of last year. The
SBP has reiterated its earlier view that the fiscal policy would have to be
proactive and play a supportive role in generating conditions for stability
and sustainable growth.
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Education

Mainstreaming
madrassas yet again
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

He was a good-looking teenager. With bright big eyes and very fair
complexion, he appeared to be a young version of Pakistan film industry’s legendary actor Waheed Murad. Ali Hasan’s
roommate at Karachi University’s hostel, Muhammad Suleman, introduced the teenager as Mr.
Ansaruddin Madni, a boy from his village in Gilgit
district of Northern Areas. He was a madrassa student, and had come to Karachi after completing his
“Sanvia Aama” (equivalent to matriculation) education at a madrasa in his hometown.
The word “Madni” was added to his name by Mr.
Ansaruddin himself to show his respects for Madinatun-Nabi, a city in the then Hijaz and now Saudi Arabia, to where Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(Peace be upon him) had migrated in the early years
of Islam.
Ansaruddin was a brilliant student at madrassa,
as he told Ali Hasan, and his father, a small farmer
in his village, wanted him “to pass the highest exams
at the biggest madrassa of Karachi to become an
aalim-e-deen” (religious scholar). His target was
now, as stated by his teachers back in town, to pass
various exams in Karachi including “Sanvia Khasa”,
“Shahadat-ul-Aaalia”, and “Shahadat-ul-Aalmia”, the
last one recognised by the Pakistani government as
equivalent to an MA.
On his second visit to the hostel, while his host
Gilgiti guy was not present, Madni asked Ali Hasan
if he could get admission to the university. “I can do
anything to reach this university, if there is any way
out,” the young boy told Ali Hasan in a firm voice.
“My father wants me to complete madrassa education to the highest level, but I don’t. I want to study
in college, and in university like this” Madni said in
a voice full of hope and enthusiasm.
“I had asked Suleman Sahib about studying here,
at Karachi University, but he flatly refused, saying
madrassa students are not given admission by the
university administration. “But, I know, there must be
a way out,” Madni said confidently.
“Yes you can also study at this university,” Ali told
Madni, seeing his eyes becoming even brighter.
In the next few months, Ansaruddin Madni sat in
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the secondary school certificate Karachi board examination to pass the
English language paper. After passing the Sanvia Aama, it was the only
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subject to be passed by Madni to become eligible for appearing in the
FA examination, a prerequisite to get admission to any BA Honours programme at Karachi University.
Ali Hasan offered Madni to come to the hostel every Friday to get
English lessons till the paper date. The target was achieved.
Meanwhile, Madni continued his Sanvia Khasa studies at a
madrassa in Karachi, as he needed free boarding and lodging till he
got admission to university after passing his FA exams from the Karachi
Board of Intermediate Education.
The two years were really tough for the ambitious young boy. He
would study very difficult Sanvia Khasa courses, almost all in Arabic,
the whole day, go to three different homes in the evening to teach
Quran to young children for earning some money, and visit Ali Hasan’s
hostel on Fridays to get English language lessons.
The day Ansaruddin Madni passed his FA exam in first division in
the year 1990 was the most joyous day in the lives of Madni and Ali
Hasan. The young man got admission to the Islamic Learning Department of Karachi University very easily the same year. He also passed
his Sanvia Khasa exams from his madrassa, meanwhile. The same
year Ali Hasan got his Master’s degree and left university, leaving behind Madni to earn his BA Honours, Master’s, MPhil and then PhD degrees in his pursuit of becoming a real Aalim-e-Deen. As it was his
ambition to get education at university, he passed both his BA Honours
and Master’s exams with distinction, and started teaching at Greenwich
University, a private higher education institution in Karachi. After he acquired his PhD degree, he was appointed chairperson of the Department of Islamic Learning and then Dean Faculty of Islamic Learning,
Greenwich University.
Madni is very active in social work in his hometown, Gilgit. He is a
member of various organisations working for the conservation of nature, as well as a preacher of inter faith and inter religion harmony.
“Had I not opted for mainstream education, I would have ended up
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as a madrassa teacher or an imam masjid in any city or town of the
country,” Ansaruddin Madni tells the Cutting Edge from Karachi by telephone. He believes the madrassa alumni have very limited options as
far as making a reasonable living is concerned.
He is appreciative of the current federal government’s plans to mainstreaming madrassa education in the country. “At least 6.4% of our children (1.72 million) are enrolled in madrassas, and over 200,000 of them
are females, according to official figures, shared by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf on the party website,” says Mr. Madni. “How can any
government ignore them? They are in such a great number. You will
have to make a policy for them,” adds the dean Faculty of Islamic
Learning.
Talat Masood, a retired lieutenant general of the Pakistan Army and
a former federal secretary, says lack of job opportunities can push those
completing madrassa education to some dangerous zones. He says that
a majority of madrassas are narrowly focused on promoting sectarianism. What is further worrisome is that their number is growing faster than
schools and there is little effort at improving their quality, he adds.
According to the latest government figures, there are 32,000
madrassas, including the unregistered ones, and approximately 3.5 million students are enrolled in them, claims Talat Masood. Another weakness of madrassas, observed by the analyst, is the absence of a
financial oversight. All educational institutions, including madrassas,
should comply with the financial regulations and their curriculum and
overall teaching standards must meet minimum standards. At present,
there is no uniformity in the syllabus of madrassas, he regrets. The emphasis on learning by rote is highly damaging, especially in madrassas,
as students do not develop the habit of thinking critically, the analyst
says, adding that a more pressing issue is that few madrassas are
being used to advance the militant agenda of certain schools of
thought, which need immediate attention of the authorities concerned.
Talat Masood says our schools are already overcrowded and the
government is unable to increase their number due to
limitations of funds and capacity problems. Therefore,
madrassas would remain an important component of
the education system. However, the government should
take a more proactive and supportive attitude towards
them in raising their overall educational standards. This
will instil greater confidence in madrassa students, provide them with new employment opportunities and a
broader thinking paradigm, believes Mr. Masood.
However, this is not for the first time that the federal
government has unveiled its plans to mainstream
madrassa education, says Saad Rasool, a lawyer who
earned his Master’s degree in Constitutional Law from
Harvard Law School. An Ordinance titled Pakistan
Madrasa Education “(Establishment and Affiliation of
Modern Deeni Madaris) Board, Ordinance, 2001”, was
promulgated to bring the madrassa curriculum in conformity with secular modern education being taught
across the public and private schools of Pakistan, Saad
tells the Cutting Edge. Soon thereafter, the “Voluntary
Registration and Regulation Ordinance, 2002” was
promulgated to control and regulate the admission of
foreigners to madrassas in Pakistan, and to keep a
close eye on their activities. Sadly, these initiatives
failed to produce results as most of madrassas rejected
them on the pretext that ulema want no state interference in the affairs of religious education, he regrets.
However, there’s another viewpoint also, which merits a mention here. Yaseen Zafar, head of the Wafaqul
Madaris Al Salfia — the board of seminaries representing the Salafi school of thought — says that Imran
Khan’s government and past leaders, including former
Prime Ministers Nawaz Sharif, Benazir Bhutto “were
also sincere in their efforts to mainstream the seminaries,” adding that the madrassas had never opposed the
plans either. However, he tells the Cutting Edge by telephone, “It’s the bureaucracy that hampers the process
by raising objections to the key demand of registration
of the board.” Zafar feared that Khan’s plans would also
meet the similar fate due to insincere plans and advice
of the bureaucracy.
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Economics

Outlook brighter after
government reform
Muhammad Jahangir

Credit rating agency Moody’s has termed the PTI government’s second
mini-budget positive for manufacturing and export-oriented sectors, which
will lend required support to enhancing the country’s foreign income and
curb the current account deficit (CAD). The US-based rating agency has
further stated that new budgetary measures have weakened the government’s income generation side as tax incentives awarded to industries
and the agriculture sector have deepened the challenge of achieving the
tax revenue collection target of Rs4.398 trillion. That means the budget
deficit is expected to remain high.
According to Moody’s,“While the mini-budget will bolster the export sector,
there is a greater risk of fiscal slippage and slower fiscal consolidation in
the absence of additional revenue-raising measures.” Moody’s has
warned that Pakistan’s recently announced mini-budget lacks new solutions to address its fiscal constraints and debt sustainability will largely
remain at risk. In its view, in the absence of new spending cuts or revenue-raising measures, the government measures will keep Pakistan’s
budget deficits wider for longer, potentially eroding the credibility of official
efforts to achieve fiscal consolidation.
It may be recalled here that last year in June, Moody’s had downgraded
Pakistan’s credit rating to “B3 negative” from “stable” after it found that
the country’s foreign currency reserves were insufficient to pay back foreign debt. The latest commentary suggests that foreign currency reserves
are inclined to improve, which might lead the credit rating body to consider
revising upwards the country’s credit rating going forward. The agency
has, however,not said anything on the future credit rating of the country.
Moody’s has pinpointed that specific measures taken in the latest minibudget include reduction in import customs duties on essential raw material and machinery, abolition of tax on retained earnings and incentives
for the agriculture sector, which accounts for around 20% of the country’s
exports.
If implemented effectively, the new budgetary measures will aid Pakistan’s
manufacturing sector, fostering export and import substitution, and help
narrow the current account deficit. However, in the absence of new spending cuts or revenue-raising measures, these steps will keep Pakistan’s
budget deficit wider for longer, potentially eroding the credibility of government efforts to achieve fiscal consolidation. It may be added here that
Pakistan’s revenue base was a slim 15.4% of GDP in fiscal year 2018,
which ended on June 30, 2018.The government presented limited revenue-raising measures, primarily taxes on large vehicles and high-end
mobile phones. As a result, the mini-budget places greater weight on improvement in tax administration and spending restraint for the government
to meet its deficit target of 5.1% of GDP
But experts expect the deficit to widen to 6% of GDP in fiscal year 2019

18

because revenue growth is likely to be below government projections provided slower economic growth and new revenue-based incentives, before
gradually narrowing to 5% of GDP by fiscal 2021 as the economy picks
up.The mini-budget came in the backdrop of low export growth in the first
six months (July-December) of fiscal year 2019, despite the Pakistani
rupee’s 25% decline against the US dollar since December 2017. However, despite weak exports, Pakistan’s current account dynamics have
been largely positive in recent months. Remittances rose by 10% yearon-year in US dollar terms in the first half of fiscal year 2019, while goods’
import slowed sharply by around 3% year-on-year as non-fuel goods import contracted.
Although the current-account deficit may narrow to 4.7% of GDP in fiscal
year 2019 and to 4.2% in fiscal year 2020 from 6.1% in fiscal year 2018,
it will remain sizable and wider than in 2013-16 driving Pakistan’s external
financing needs. The government has secured $12 billion in financing
from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates – in each case amounting to $6 billion and divided equally between deposits and deferred oil
payments – which is likely to largely cover the country’s net financing
needs for fiscal 2019. However, a net financing gap beyond fiscal 2019
remains because of the still sizable current account deficit.
At present Pakistan is negotiating with the International Monetary Fund
for a new programme, which will provide a stable additional source of external financing as well as technical support and assistance on macroeconomic rebalancing and structural reform policies. The country is also
in discussions with other countries and multilateral lenders such as China,
Qatar, the Asian Development Bank, the IBRD and the Islamic Development Bank over external funding support to shore up its external position.
So far, Prime Minister Imran Khan has conducted highly successful visits
to Saudi Arabia, UAE, Malaysia and other countries and secured assurances of continued support from them. As per the prognosis of Moody’s
and other international rating agencies, Pakistan’s economy has entered
the stabilization phase and will soon begin looking up on the back of the
anti-corruption drive currently under way. Exports are picking up and foreign investment is expected to flow in very soon. Experts are of the view
that following the reform measures adopted by the PTI government, the
economy will regain its momentum in the coming months.
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Peace

Understanding the
Afghan endgame
Dr. Qaisar Rashid

The 2019 thrill is that Afghanistan is readying itself for experiencing once
again the endgame of invasion. All efforts are underway to circumvent the
repeat of 1989 withdrawal episode trailed by a civil war.
Despite the fact that, since 2001, the US is said to have invested one trillion dollars in Afghanistan to install a new government and to reconstruct the
country, the Taliban wrote an open letter (released by their spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid) addressed to the American people in February 2018, calling
on them to demand an end the conflict in Afghanistan. It was an exigent and
solemn call for ending hostilities, both local and foreign. On 20 December
2018, the US responded eventually by initiating the Afghan endgame when
US President Donald Trump announced withdrawing up to half of the 14,000
US troops from Afghanistan in next few months.
In January 2019, the Doha US-Taliban peace talks vented voices that
converged on two points. First, the US pledged to withdraw its forces from
Afghanistan. Second, the Afghan Taliban assured that they would not let the
al-Qaeda use the Afghan land again. The convergence is a great achievement, thereby indicating that the US and its allies dispatched their forces to
Afghanistan to root out the menace of terrorism actuated by al-Qaeda. The
obverse side of the convergence is that in one go it dismisses a threepronged conspiracy theory. That is, the US and allies invaded Afghanistan,
first, to occupy some subsoil sequestered resources detectable only through
their satellites; second, to coerce Pakistan to roll back its nuclear program;
and third, to establish a vigilant node to watch over the activities of China.
The late General Hameed Gul was the main proponent of this package of
the conspiracy theory.
Two factors are bringing about the endgame possible. First, US President
Trump’s preparation for the next presidential elections in 2020, as he had
made it an electoral pledge to withdraw the US forces from Afghanistan – the
unfinished agenda of Barack Obama. Second, the claim of the Afghan Taliban
to have under their control more than 50% of Afghanistan’s territory. Nevertheless, the same factors also imply that two failures are dictating the
endgame. First, the failure of the US forces to stamp on the Afghan Taliban
to claim a complete conquest. Second, the failure of the Afghan Taliban to
take over Kabul to claim a comprehensive triumph. Hence, both parties are
speaking from their respective strengths, but after they are encumbered by
their own weaknesses.
In the modern day warfare, victory is a misnomer. Instead of achieving
physical annihilation in an absolute sense, victory is meant for embracing a
majority of certain objectives. So far, the US has achieved three objectives.
First, the US ousted the Afghan Taliban’s government in 2001 and substituted
it with a democratic and constitutional regime. This was the beginning of a
constitutional, federal, democratic system in Afghanistan. Second, buttressed
by drone strikes, the US has routed al-Qaeda not only from Afghanistan but
also from the tribal belt of Pakistan. Third, supported by a splendid airpower,
the US has kept Kabul under its control and pushed the Afghan Taliban to
the periphery of the country. Many took refuge in Pakistan. Nevertheless, the
US favoured Pakistan by not extending the war into its territory. The US left
Pakistan to its own devices.
The Afghan Taliban have achieved one major objective: making the US
think of departure. Nevertheless, there are still three layers of obstacles to
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the way of the Afghan Taliban to declare an eventual triumph. First, the presence of the US forces laden with superior air power. Second, the intra-Afghan
dialogue. Third, the Afghan Constitution.
US President Trump has announced the removal of the first layer of obstacle by declaring to vacate Afghanistan. The peeling of this layer makes
the Afghan Taliban reach the second layer: intra-Afghan dialogue. The
Afghan Taliban demand that they were the rulers of Kabul from 1996 to 2001.
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates legitimized the Taliban
rule in 1996. Hence, the power should be simply handed over back to them,
instead of resorting to any intra-Afghan dialogue, which would sanction the
ruling regime of Ashraf Ghani. The US, however, wants the Afghan Taliban
to pass through the rigmarole of dialogue. The apprehension is that the
Afghan Taliban would overwhelm the Kabul regime of President Ashraf
Ghani. That is, the Kabul regime would meet the fate of the Najeebullah
regime. Dr Najeebullah, former President of Afghanistan (1987-1992), was
hanged in Kabul outside the United Nation’s compound in September 1996.
The success of the intra-Afghan dialogue bordering on how to accommodate each other would expose the third layer of obstacle: the Afghan Constitution. The Afghan Constitution is a document approved by a Loya Jirga (a
grand tribal constituent assembly) in 2004. To equipoise the Constitution, the
Afghan Taliban, however, issued (uploaded on their website with dozens of
signatures) the Order (or Constitution) of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
in 2005. In this regard, the apprehension is that the Afghan Taliban would abnegate the Afghan Constitution to restore the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
Two things are impossible. First, the US leaving Afghanistan without mediating an intra-Afghan dialogue as a pre-requisite. Second, the US leaving
the Kabul regime at the mercy of the Afghan Taliban. That is, the US would
require that the negotiations and agreements about the future of Afghanistan
take place in their presence before the stated withdrawal.
Through its special envoy, Zalmay Khalilzad, the US is talking to the representatives of the Afghan Taliban to agree to a framework for a peace settlement. The US wants the Afghan Taliban to prepare themselves to be part
of the ruling order. It simply means that the Taliban should be participating in
the forthcoming Afghan presidential elections in July this year. That is, the
elections offer an opportunity of participation in the government. The elections
would make another thing clear. Despite claiming monopoly over more than
50% of Afghan territory, whether or not the Afghan Taliban are more than
50% popular in the Afghan voters.
If controlling more than 50% territory in Afghanistan is a strength of the
Afghan Taliban, the strength is going to be tested through the electoral
process. If the Afghan Taliban convert their territorial strength to electoral
strength, they would take over Kabul, otherwise not. This is going to be a
defining moment for the Afghans, if they are ready to live under the regime
of the Afghan Taliban or not. The ground realities have changed in
Afghanistan. The Afghans have tasted democracy and savoured freedom
from oppression. Human rights and women rights group are active to watch
their interests.
In essence, through elections (and not by force) under the Afghan Constitution is the only opening available for the Afghan Taliban to break the status quo and take over Kabul.
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Crisis

What is wrong with
Pakistan?
Faheem Amir

There are many ills which are affecting Pakistan very badly. But, history’s
distortion, absence of morality, rule of the corrupt, for the corrupt and by
the corrupt are some major problems which have turned Pakistan into a
politically week, socially fragmented and economically fragile country.
In Pakistan, law is made and used to protect the corrupt and powerful
people. After former prime minister Nawaz Sharif’s shifting to the Services
Hospital, Lahore, from Kot Lakhpat jail, there is every possibility that an
NRO has been given to him by the authorities, including the establishment
and Imran Khan’s PTI government. Talking to a TV channel, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) leader Chaudhry Manzoor has already claimed that
Nawaz Sharif has been given an NRO (National Reconciliation Ordinance). “Nawaz Sharif will fly out of the country within this month,” he
stated, adding that he had got the relief he was seeking. He claimed to
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have received the information from an official privy to the development.
He went on to claim that Nawaz Sharif as well as his daughter would remain silent on the issue”. While responding to the claim, Pakistan Tehreeke-Insaf (PTI) leader Ali Muhammad Khan said no one can ‘hijack’ the
judiciary in the name of the NRO. The Supreme Court and the Sindh High
Court will not let the NRO take place, he said. “How could Imran Khan
backtrack on his vision by giving the NRO. It won’t happen,” he added.
Separately, Federal Minister for Information Fawad Chaudhry said, “no
NRO for anyone come what may”. He said the PPP and PML-N had become united against the PTI government, but PM Khan will offer no deal
to them. “The Government’s mission is to treat the rich and the poor alike
and as per law,” he said, adding that Nawaz Sharif, Shahbaz Sharif and
Khawaja Saad Rafique were enjoying facilities in jail, which were not avail-
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able to ordinary prisoners. “These people (former rulers) should also receive the same treatment in jail as an ordinary, poor inmate does,” he said.
On the other hand, Federal Minister for Railways Sheikh Rashid has
also said “Today, I am making a big disclosure. I also hope that PM Imran
Khan will not mind it. There are reports that the two parties — PML-N and
PPP — are paying money for striking a deal with the government. If it is
true, please take the nation into confidence”. Speaking to the media, he
said, “I demand the chief of army staff immediately order withdrawal of the
Rangers (personnel) deployed for Shahbaz’s security. If not, then I should
also be given Rangers security”. “Giving such a huge security (cover) to
accused Shahbaz, who is allegedly involved in 23 NAB cases, is sending
a very negative message to the public at large,” Sheikh Rashid alleged
and added the Sharifs had looted money everywhere, including Qatar and
Kuwait. He claimed: “They didn’t spare even Osama Bin Laden as they
received money from him. They received money from Osama when he
was respectable to everyone.” The minister said the difference between
the Sharifs and Zardari was that the Sharifs knew how to protect the
money they had looted and Zardari used Falooday Wala and deceased
people in this regard. He asked Shahbaz to quit the PAC chairmanship
since he was an “immoral” PAC chairman. “I once again say that Imran
Khan has committed a blunder by agreeing to Shahbaz’s appointment as
PAC chairman,” he said.
The different statements clearly manifest that Pakistan has become a
land where political leaders and businessmen, like Nawaz Sharif, Shahbaz
Sharif, Asif Ali Zardari, Malik Riaz etc, have no fear of accountability. With
their ill-gotten money and power, they are successfully escaping justice on
mere technicalities. They are openly playing with the weaknesses of the
system. Tragically, all institutions are helping them in concealing their corruption, crimes and immoral activities. They have every tool and power to
muddle the truth and even burn down all the evidence of their corruption.
Even, after being convicted, they become parliamentarians and get an
NRO to evade punishment and sentence. It is a mockery of justice that
Shahbaz Sharif has been elected as the chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC). The sole purpose of the PAC is to unearth financial irregularities and corruption of the previous five years when the PML-N was
ruling the country and Shahbaz Sharif’s government was ruling in the Punjab. How can Shahbaz Sharif, himself facing corruption cases, unmask the
PML-N governments’ corruption? Is it not a tragedy? Imran Khan, who
pretends to be an honest leader, has also given his accent to elect Shahbaz Sharif as PAC chairman. All corrupt politicians shamelessly claim that
they would not allow any harm to come to the country’s so-called democracy. Is it not a travesty of justice and mockery of a real democracy? Without merit, accountability, rule of law, education and classless social and
economic systems, no real democracy can flourish. Pakistan’s democracy
- really based on ignorance, poverty, feudalism, class-riddled economic
and social systems - has become a tool of exploitation in the hands of the
corrupt, evil and unpatriotic ruling elite. In Pakistan, there are some families like the Sharif, Bhutto and Chaudhry families that are ruling the country
and running their parties and so-called democracy. Pakistan’s political and
social systems protect the family oligarchies, not political parties and
democracy in the country.
Pakistan’s ruling elite and pseudo intellectuals have also played a
havoc with the stability of the country by distorting history, facts, figures
and the truth. All these leaders, who now become champions of democracy, used to refer to General Zia as greater than the Quaid. Benazir
Bhutto, Asif Ali Zardari and Nawaz Sharif got an NRO from another dictator
General Pervaiz Musharraf. Everyone knows that all these leaders are corrupt but, tragically, their so-called intellectual followers like Nawaz Sharif’s
followers Pervaiz Rasheed, Mushahid Hussain, and Asif Ali Zardari’s
Aitzaz Ahsan, Sheri Rehman, Qamar uz Zaman Kaira etc. are trying their
best to prove their respective leaders innocent, honest, nationalist, and
greater than the Quaid. Their supporters including columnists, media men,
poets, politicians, officers bankers, businessmen etc, are writing and
speaking in favour of them with very emotional language and are deceiving, disinforming and misleading innocent, illiterate and gullible people.
They are painting devils as angels and saviours of the people and the
country. Is it not intellectual dishonesty? Is it not a distortion of history? A
nation, which does not understand and see the truth, is bound to perish.
Unfortunately, our intellectual class is committing a sin by concealing and
distorting history and the truth just to please their corrupt leaders and protect their own interests. Teal Scott has written: “a thousand times we die
in one life. We crumble, break and tear apart until the layers of illusion are
burned away and all that is left is the truth of who and what we really are.”
But, in Pakistan, illiterate, simple, poor, emotional and gullible people
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would not be able to tear apart the layers of illusion created by the vile ruling elite and its corrupt intellectuals and understand the truth and its magic
power of freedom under the prevailing cruel system.
T. S. Eliot has aptly said:
“The eyes are not here
There are no eyes here
In this valley of dying stars
In this hollow valley
This broken jaw of our lost kingdoms.”
There are two laws in Pakistan. One is for the poor and the other is for
the ruling elite. No doubt, Nawaz Sharif and Asif Ali Zardari will get an NRO
in the coming days because all the ruling elite, including Imran Khan’s PTI,
is a part of the corrupt system.
On the other hand, relatives of the Sahiwal encounter victims are still
waiting for justice. Despite Imran Khan’s pledges of giving speedy justice
to the family, no result has yet come. The police’s history tells us nothing
will happen in the coming days. The Model Town tragedy is still waiting for
justice after almost five years. The case of Naqeeb Ullah’s killing by Rao
Anwar is still not decided. Ayan Ali has left the country while the officer
who arrested her has been murdered by unknown people. No one has
been arrested in the case.
Now, unfortunately , the poor people don’t have any hope for getting
justice in the corrupt system. If a rich man goes to jail, he becomes a hero
and leader in the eyes of people. But, if a poor man faces jail, he lives with
the stigma throughout his life. He is considered as a criminal even after
proving innocent. Luckily, if a poor man gets justice, he or she is bound to
suffer the entire life. Asia Bibi’s example can be given in this perspective.
After facing incarceration for nine years, she got back her freedom through
the Apex court. But, she has to leave Pakistan and live in exile for the rest
of her life. Is it not a failure of the state and its institutions in providing security to it citizens?
The minorities are not safe in “the land of the pure”. The holy Quran
states there should be no compulsion in religion. But, tragically, according
to a report released in 2018, by the Movement for Solidarity and peace,
around 1000 Hindu and Charistian women are forcibly converted to Islam
and marrying off to Muslim men every year in Pakistan. It is a sheer violation of the Quranic order and Islamic teachings committed by the so-called
Muslims in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
Our society has become so immoral that , according to the Edhi Foundation, around 345 new baby girls’ bodies were found in garbage from January 2017 to April 2018 only in Karachi. According to the Sahil, 11 cases
of children’s abuse are reported daily in Pakistan. The HRCP reports 213
cases of honour killings were registered in 2018. In short, due to the corrupt ruling elite, the people of Pakistan have lost faith in love, kindness,
rule of law, honesty and merit. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) says: ‘he
who has no kindness has no faith’. Given the social, political, cultural, economic practices and police atrocities, which are plaguing our nation and
society, one can easily say that the people have lost their faith in goodness
and hope.
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TO earn wages has become extremely dangerous for the miners.
We often hear about casualties of mineworkers from various parts

Maids and clubs

of the country, especially from Balochistan.

THIS is apropos the news item “Ban on entry of maids to elite

They are our unsung heroes whose lives are always at risk. Sadly,

clubs lifted”. Of what good, and in what way does the lifting of

no safety equipment is provided to the mineworkers.

the ban on the entry of maids and ayahs to elite clubs, help this

Recently, miners of gypsum and salt mines in Karak went on strike

downtrodden class?

when they were not provided with basic facilities and remunera-

A more positive and fruitful exercise would have been to con-

tions. They complained that even first aid was not available in case

duct a survey to ascertain if the monthly wages being paid to

of any injury, while they were not provided with drinking water and

domestic workers are in line with the minimum wage policy of

residential facilities. The contractors are insensitive to rights of the

the government, and if their living conditions are suitable.

mineworkers which adds to their misery.

Furthermore, there is no information about how many of these

In an incident in Duki, a trolley full of coal fell on two workers, who

maids and ayahs employed as domestic aides by people are

were working inside a coal mine. The medical superintendent of

underage and school dropouts. Arrangements should be made

Duki’s Civil Hospital says the hospital receives four to six injured

so that these underprivileged children can be sent back to

miners every day. According to a representative of the Pakistan

school.

Labour Federation, 19 people have died in Duki mines in 27 days.

Why not have domestic servants registered with the Workers

This tragic fact is hard to accept. These miners earn their wages to

Welfare Fund or Employees Old-Age Benefit? Industrial workers

feed their families, putting their lives at risk and contributing to our

and institutional employees get benefits from their organisations

economy. But what they get in return is physical, psychological and

so why not extend this facility to individual workers as well? The

material losses. Aren’t they human beings? Do their lives cost noth-

employers should be responsible for the monthly contributions

ing? How many lives will be sacrificed to attract the attention of the

on behalf of their employees. This will go a long way in providing

authorities concerned towards the suffering of the miners?

relief to the most neglected segment of our society.
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Giant pandas may have only recently
switched to eating mostly bamboo

NASA’s Curiosity Mars rover
weighed the mountain it’s climbing

Jeremy Rehm

Lisa Grossman

When it comes to deciding
what’s for breakfast, lunch or
dinner, pandas have it easy:
Bamboo, bamboo and more
bamboo. But that wasn’t always the case.
Although modern giant pandas chow almost exclusively on bamboo in the
mountain forests of central China, these bears’ diet was much broader not
so long ago, researchers report. Analyses using chemical signatures from
bones and teeth of both ancient and modern pandas indicate the bears’ hyperdependence on bamboo could have developed as recently as about
5,000 years ago. That’s roughly 2 million years later than previously assumed
from molecular and paleontological data. “It has been widely accepted that
giant pandas have exclusively fed on bamboo for a long time, but our results
show the opposite,” says Fuwen Wei, a wildlife ecologist at the Chinese
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Zoology in Beijing. “That made us excited.”
Wei and his colleagues compared the relative abundance of isotopes —
atoms of the same element but with a different number of neutrons in the nucleus — in modern and fossil animals, including pandas. Animal diets contain
different amounts of naturally occurring “heavy” and “light” isotopes of carbon,
oxygen and nitrogen that are then incorporated into bones, hair, nails and
teeth. The ratio in which the isotopes occur in the body depends on the animal’s position in the food chain and the climate in which the animal lives.
Carnivores, for example, have a higher abundance of the heavy nitrogen-15
isotope because they almost exclusively consume meat, which is made of
nitrogen-rich amino acids. And animals living in cold, dry places tend to consume a higher abundance of the heavy oxygen-18 isotope in what they eat
and drink because the heavy isotope doesn’t evaporate from that environment as easily as it does in warm, wet conditions.
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For the first time, a Mars
rover has measured the
mass of the rocks beneath its wheels. By taking gravity measurements
as it climbed a Martian
mountain, Curiosity discovered something surprising: Mount Sharp
appears to have been built in two phases — one soggy, one dry.
The rover found that the rocks it is driving over are less densely packed
than scientists expected. That suggests the mountain was not formed just
from compressed lake sediments, which would have crushed the rocks at
its base more thoroughly. “I had no idea what to expect,” says planetary
scientist Kevin Lewis of Johns Hopkins University. “This is the first measurement of its type on Mars.”
Since landing on Mars in 2012, Curiosity has been driving across Gale
Crater, which scientists think used to be a lake. After 753 Martian days,
the rover began climbing the 5-kilometer-high Mount Sharp, also called
Aeolis Mons, in the crater’s center. “Mount Sharp is a big puzzle,” Lewis
says. One idea is that the mountain could have been laid down layer by
layer in the ancient lake, until it filled the entire crater. The weight of all
those layers of rock would densely compact the rocks at the base. But
some features of Mount Sharp suggest that’s not what happened — the
mountaintop rises above part of the crater’s rim, for one thing. Some scientists suggested that instead, winds dropped sand and sediment in the
crater’s center after the lake dried up to build the mountaintop. If that’s the
case, the foothills at the edge of the mountain’s base would not have been
buried as deeply, and so would be less dense.
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Health

Sleepless nights mean more painful days
Alan Mozes
If you were up all night and you ache all over the next morning, your lack of
sound slumber might be to blame.
New research found that sleep loss delivered a double whammy to the brain
that all but guaranteed greater levels of body pain. "Activity in the somatosensory cortex, previously associated with the location and intensity
of pain, was enhanced following sleep loss," explained study author Adam
Krause. And "in two regions called the striatum and the insula, sleep deprivation decreased the activity associated with pain (relief)," he added.
These regions control the release of dopamine, often called the "feel-good"
hormone. Krause is a Ph.D. candidate with the Center for Human Sleep
Science at the University of California, Berkeley.
During the study, 25 healthy, young participants got the normal eight hours
of sleep one night. A week or so later, the same group underwent a night
of no sleep whatsoever. After each session, all the volunteers underwent
"thermal pain sensitivity" tests, followed by MRI scans to monitor brain activity while their legs were exposed to uncomfortable levels of heat. After a
full night of sleep, most participants reported feeling heat discomfort at
about 111 degrees Fahrenheit. But after a night of no sleep, that pain
threshold dropped to 107 degrees F.
Brain scans pinpointed the neurological basis for the uptick in pain sensitivity following sleep loss. The research team then surveyed 60 adults (average age 38) over a 48-hour survey period. All had reported experiencing
pain during the survey period, and all were asked to: keep sleep diaries;

report mood and anxiety levels; rank pain intensity, when experienced. "We
found that reductions from one night to the next in the quality of the sleep,
rather than just the quantity -- total hours asleep -- predicted worse pain
the following day," Krause noted. "The optimistic takeaway here is that better sleep can help manage and lower pain. It's a natural analgesic that we
can all pick up in repeat prescription each night, if we choose," he said. "It
is our hope that this research especially encourages health care systems
to bring sleep closer to the center of treatment. If we can improve sleep
conditions in the setting in which patients are most often in pain -- the hospital ward -- perhaps we can reduce the dosage of narcotic drugs and clear
hospital beds sooner," Krause suggested.

Breakfast not linked to weight loss after all
Serena Gordon
For years, you've probably heard that breakfast is the most important
meal of the day if you're trying to maintain a healthy weight. But new research suggests that's not true.
Eating a hearty breakfast doesn't help people eat less later in the day,
and those who have breakfast end up eating more calories each day, the
review found. "We should not change diets to include breakfast eating in
order to lose weight. Do what works best for you," said review senior author Flavia Cicuttini. She is head of the musculoskeletal unit at Monash
University in Melbourne, Australia. "The evidence is that eating breakfast
does tend to add to the overall calorie intake of the person and to overall
weight gain," Cicuttini said.
But she also noted that there is no one-size-fits-all solution to eating
breakfast. Some people like breakfast and some don't. The results of the
study were published in the BMJ. Tim Spector, author of an accompanying
journal editorial, agreed that whether or not to eat breakfast should be
based on personal preferences. Spector, himself a breakfast eater, said
that "everyone has a unique metabolism, set of genes and very different
gut microbes and will react to different foods. Don't take standard guidelines as gospel. Experiment yourself (to learn) what is best for your body."
Previous studies have suggested that eating breakfast would lead to a
healthier weight. But both Cicuttini and Spector pointed out that most of
the previous research was observational. Spector noted that some of that
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research was "biased and flawed." For the new study, the investigators
looked at 13 randomized controlled trials that took place over the past
three decades. The studies were mainly from the United States or the
United Kingdom. The participants in the trials were of various weights
and some were regular breakfast eaters, while others were not. The studies monitored people for as little as a day or as long as 16 weeks. People
who ate breakfast ended up eating about 260 calories more a day, the
review found. People who skipped breakfast were about one pound
lighter than those who ate breakfast. The review also didn't find any significant differences in metabolic rates between breakfast skippers and
breakfast eaters.
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The Mule

Love Sonia

Chris Hewitt

Liz Beardsworth

How’s this for timing? With Britain currently in the grip of a panic, unsure
about whether it’s safe to take to the
road lest an elderly member of the
Royal Family happens along at speed,
along comes Clint Eastwood — safe,
dependable, ever-reliable Clint — to show that pensioners can get behind
the wheel and get safely from A to B without ploughing into something.
For The Mule is largely a film about Clint Eastwood driving. And driving.
And then driving some more, just for good measure. And along the way,
this most unlikely of drug mules has the odd adventure. He takes a couple
of cartel members for a pulled pork sandwich. He has teachable moments
in which the old guy, set in his ways, says something racially inappropriate
and then gets called on it. And he has threesomes. Yes, plural. Clint hasn’t
had this much action on screen since Tightrope.
Seeing Eastwood at his most charming and good-natured is always enjoyable. This section of the film is amiable enough, even if it doesn’t get remotely close to exploring the moral quandary of Earl’s actions. If he’s
conflicted about driving across country with hundreds of kilos of heroin in
his boot, he hides it well. But seeing Eastwood — a little more frail than
we’ve seen him before — at his most charming and good-natured, singing
along to tunes on his car stereo, is always enjoyable. It also perhaps explains why the movie has done so well in the States (it’s closing in on $100
million, surely a record for a movie with a leading man in his eighties). Perhaps it’s connected with an ageing audience that often feels overlooked
and underrepresented on the big screen.

Burning
Ian Freer
Just as Hollywood often trades in narrative certainties and soothing resolutions, Burning is built on ambiguity.
Inspired by Haruki Murakami’s story
Barn Burning, South Korean filmmaker Lee Chang-dong’s first film
since 2010’s Poetry takes thriller movie tropes (no spoilers) and dials
the pace and thrills right down, replacing them with foreboding and
dread. Elliptical and strange, it is more cryptic than the toughest crossword, but stick with it: the rewards are manifold.
For its first half hour or so, Burning proffers an engaging, nuanced romance. Wannabe writer Jongsu (Yoo) bumps into old school friend
Haemi (Jun) selling lottery tickets on the street. The pair have a lightning courtship — her tangerine-eating mime during dinner is super
charming, Jongsu promising to feed Haemi’s cat Boil (the name becomes important later) while she is on a trip to Africa. It’s here that the
enigmas and twists that become Burning’s stock-in-trade start to rack
up. Firstly, during Haemi’s absence, Jongsu never actually sees Boil,
although the food is being eaten and kitty litter messed with. Secondly,
she returns from the Kalahari with a new beau in tow — Ben (Steven
Yeun), a Korean Jay Gatsby, confident and out for fun. Jongsu understandably is knocked for six.
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The debut feature of Slumdog Millionaire line producer Tabrez
Noorani, Love Sonia presents a
far darker picture of the brutal effects of severe poverty in modern
India. A brutal exploration of the
barbaric sex trafficking trade,
Noorani’s film makes it shamefully plain that this is far from a localised
phenomenon towards which Westerners can turn a blind eye — it’s a
global outrage destroying myriad lives to this day.
The youngest child of a farmer (Adil Hussain) scrabbling for survival on
the arid earth of his remote village, Sonia — an exceptional Mrunal Thakur,
now 26 but playing a role more than ten years younger — is presented as
a lively, popular schoolgirl, dreaming with her beloved sister Preeti
(Sisodiya) of Bollywood fame. Her world comes crashing down, however,
when her father, seemingly at breaking point, gives Preeti to local criminals
in an attempt to settle crushing debts. They swiftly transport her to Mumbai, and the grimy, violent underworld of its thriving sex industry.
Hellbent on rescuing Preeti, Sonia is soon also trapped in this torrid
world, and Noorani pulls absolutely no punches in depicting every brutal
detail of an inhumane, if all too human, trade. Although at times the unrelenting horrors of the brothel threaten to overwhelm and numb,
Noorani’s unflinching gaze nonetheless allows for nuance; a pimp who
poses as protector and plays favourites; a hardened prostitute who, far
from shielding the new girl, delights in cruel torment.

Green Book
John Nugent
The story of Tony Lip and Don
Shirley is not a wildly original one.
It’s an odd-couple road trip about
how we’re all not so different, after
all. No wheels are being reinvented
here: it’s Driving Miss Daisy by way
of Planes, Trains And Automobiles,
if you like. But the execution is so outrageously appealing and goodhearted that surrendering to its charms feels like the only option. Peter
Farrelly, most commonly known for leaning on the cheapest, dirtiest
jokes he can find with his brother Bobby, here summons a gentler, more
character-driven kind of humour, while telling a serious story about the
compromises that African-Americans have been long forced to make by
an oppressive white status quo.
What makes the film so compelling is the chemistry that crackles from
the central pair of actors. As Tony Lip, Viggo Mortensen’s enjoyably
larger-than-life performance sometimes skirts the fringes of caricature,
but you can’t fault the all-encompassing commitment or his performance. As with Don Shirley, we’re soon worn down by his gregariousness, and taken by his transformation; any memory of the softly
spoken Dane who once wielded the reforged sword from the shards
of Narsil is soon quashed at the sight of his unbelievable (and apparently real) Italianate gut.
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Books

Paying the Price

Travels in a Dervish Cloak

Sara Goldrick-Rab

Isambard Wilkinson

If you are a young person, and you work hard
enough, you can get a college degree and set
yourself on the path to a good life, right? Not
necessarily, says Sara Goldrick-Rab, and with
Paying the Price, she shows in damning detail
exactly why. Quite simply, college is far too expensive for many people today, and the confusing mix of federal, state, institutional, and private
financial aid leaves countless students without
the resources they need to pay for it. Drawing
on an unprecedented study of 3,000 young
adults who entered public colleges and universities in Wisconsin in 2008 with the support of federal aid and Pell Grants,
Goldrick-Rab reveals the devastating effect of these shortfalls. Half the
students in the study left college without a degree, while less than 20 percent finished within five years. The cause of their problems, time and again,
was lack of money. Unable to afford tuition, books, and living expenses,
they worked too many hours at outside jobs, dropped classes, took time
off to save money, and even went without adequate food or housing. In
many heartbreaking cases, they simply left school--not with a degree, but
with crippling debt. Goldrick-Rab combines that shocking data with devastating stories of six individual students, whose struggles make clear the
horrifying human and financial costs of convoluted financial aid policies.
America can fix this problem. In the final section of the book, Goldrick-Rab
offers a range of possible solutions, from technical improvements to the financial aid application process, to a bold, public sector-focused "first degree free" program. What's not an option, this powerful book shows, is
doing nothing, and continuing to crush the college dreams of a generation
of young people.

Enchanted by his Anglo-Indian grandmother’s
stories about the subcontinent and his own
youthful travels in the region, Isambard Wilkinson
takes up his post as a British newspaper's correspondent in Pakistan, when the country was in
the epicentre of “the war on terror.” Guided by his
grandmother's great Pakistan friend, Wilkinson
quickly abandons the journalistic pack, and, casting aside concerns for his fragile health, sets off
on a quest to discover what of Pakistan's old traditions have been destroyed
and what survives. His encounters with Sufi mystics, Omnipotent tribal chieftains, spies and rebellious domestic staff, unveil an often wild, contradictory
and enchanting land in the throes of an identity crisis. His lyrical, incisive,
moving and often hilarious accounts of his years spent exploring a misunderstood country has been hailed as a modern classic of the genre.

Resistance Women
Jennifer Chiaverini
An enthralling historical saga that recreates the danger, romance, and sacrifice of
an era and brings to life one courageous,
passionate American--Mildred Fish Harnack--and her circle of women friends who
waged a clandestine battle against Hitler
in Nazi Berlin. After Wisconsin graduate
student Mildred Fish marries brilliant German economist Arvid Harnack, she accompanies him to his German homeland,
where a promising future awaits. In the
thriving intellectual culture of 1930s Berlin,
the newlyweds create a rich new life filled
with love, friendships, and rewarding work-but the rise of a malevolent new political faction inexorably changes their
fate. As Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party wield violence and lies to seize
power, Mildred, Arvid, and their friends resolve to resist. Mildred gathers intelligence for her American contacts, including Martha Dodd, the vivacious
and very modern daughter of the US ambassador. Her German friends, aspiring author Greta Kuckoff and literature student Sara Weiss, risk their lives
to collect information from journalists, military officers, and officials within
the highest levels of the Nazi regime.
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The Night Tiger
Yangsze Choo
They say a tiger that devours too many humans
can take the form of a man and walk among us.
In 1930s colonial Malaya, a dissolute British
doctor receives a surprise gift of an elevenyear-old Chinese houseboy. Sent as a bequest
from an old friend, young Ren has a mission: to
find his dead master's severed finger and reunite it with his body. Ren has forty-nine days,
or else his master's soul will roam the earth forever. Ji Lin, an apprentice dressmaker, moonlights as a dancehall girl to pay her mother's debts. One night, Ji Lin's
dance partner leaves her with a gruesome souvenir that leads her on a
crooked, dark trail. As time runs out for Ren's mission, a series of unexplained deaths occur amid rumours of tigers who turn into men. In their
journey to keep a promise and discover the truth, Ren and Ji Lin's paths
will cross in ways they will never forget.

Mar-A-Lago
Laurence Leamer
To know Donald J. Trump it is best to start in his
natural habitat: Palm Beach, Florida. It is here
he learned the techniques that took him all the
way to the White House. Painstakingly, over
decades, he has created a world in this exclusive tropical enclave and favorite haunt of billionaires where he is not just president but a
king. The vehicle for his triumph is Mar-A-Lago,
one of the greatest mansions ever built in the
United States. The inside story of how he became King of Palm Beach—and how Palm
Beach continues to be his spiritual home even
as president—is rollicking, troubling, and told with unrivaled access and
understanding by Laurence Leamer.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You can't help everyone. Use your high energy and dynamic approach to win favors
from superiors. You may find that your generosity has been taken for granted. You may
find yourself in the limelight for the wrong
reasons. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday.

Travel will promote new romantic connections. Do not let in-laws upset you. Your
hypnotic eyes will capture the hearts of
those who interest you. Romantic opportunities are evident if you get involved in
large groups or organizations. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Be prepared to lose friends or alienate loved
ones due to your stubborn nature lately.
Chances to express your ideas and beliefs
can bring popularity as long as you're not arrogant. They won't get away with it. Your
partner will be emotionally unable to cope.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Call a good friend. Your generous nature
could be taken advantage of. Don't neglect
these problems; deal with them once and for
all, then move on to more pleasurable tasks.
Major job changes or opportunities to get
ahead professionally are apparent. Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Stick to doing things that will make you a
better person both physically and mentally.
Travel for business or pleasure will be enlightening. If you're uncertain of your feelings, keep your opinions to yourself. Your
devotion will be persuasive. Your lucky day
this week will be Monday.

Use your obvious talent to work with detail
and you can come up with something great.
Take time to find out if anyone has a better
suggestion before you make arrangements
for the whole family. Use your inventiveness
to find solutions. You can meet potential new
mates if you socialize with friends. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Don't count your chickens before they hatch.
Be diplomatic but stem. Travel will result in
new romantic attractions. Your personal
partner may be less than willing to accommodate you this week. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Your attitude could be up and down like a yoyo. Art investment will pay big dividends in the
long term. You should socialize with clients or
upper echelons of your industry if possible. Expect to experience a sudden reversal of fortune. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

Try to enlist the help of those you trust in
order to fulfill the demands being made of
you. Look into alternate means of sup porting your financial burdens. Your bankbook
will suffer and your restrictions will put a
damper on your relationship. Luck is with
you, regardless of the financial venture. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

If you're willing to cut loose you will find yourself
in the midst of an exciting encounter. Find ways
to make extra cash. Start making things or
reusing rather than buying ready made. Invite
friends over. You need to keep everyone on
your domestic scene too busy to complain.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

This is a great day to beautify your living
quarters or to entertain at home. You won't
be well received by superiors or by your
spouse. Be sure to take care of any minor
ailments. You can become obsessed with
detail and must be sure to divide your time
appropriately. Your lucky day this week will
be Friday.

Travel should be on your agenda. Family
trips or projects should be on your mind. Organize all the responsibilities that have to be
attended to and make sure everyone knows
what to do. Acknowledge your lover's needs.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.
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