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Economics

Living with painful
reforms
Shahid Hussain

Pakistan will have to make wide-ranging structural reforms to secure a
bailout package from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Electricity
and gas prices are set to increase further, which will add to the suffering
of the common man.
Prices of every daily-use item have already increased after electricity
and gas tariff was hiked by the government after coming to power. Naan
and roti prices have jumped to Rs12 from Rs10. Medicine rates have increased by 15pc recently. The government’s policies have only hurt the
common people and more adjustments mean more trouble for the people.
Prime Minister Imran Khan must have realized that governing Pakistan is
far difficult than making tall promises while being in the opposition. He has
inherited an economy, which is on the verge of collapse and his attempts
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to revive it have only overburdened the common people.
The World Bank has painted a gloomy picture of Pakistan's economy.
In its latest report, it projected Pakistan’s GDP growth to decelerate to
3.7pc during 2018-19, as against 5.8pc last year, with financial conditions
tightening to help counter rising inflation and external vulnerabilities. Pakistan will have to make financial adjustments of over Rs1.4 trillion in the
next two years, if an IMF package is finalised. It means Rs1.4 trillion more
will be extracted from the pockets of the people in the next two years. Pakistan’s circular debt in the energy sector has reached Rs1.64 trillion from
about Rs1.3 trillion by the end of September last year. The government
plans to borrow another Rs200 billion to help clear the power sector debt,
which is destabilising the finances of the government and private power
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producers.
The government’s major concern is the political and economic cost of
the painful IMF programme after rising inflation amid higher energy prices
have already crushed the poor. Transmission losses in the power sector
have increased to 4.3pc in January from 2.6pc a few months ago while
gas losses remain over 12pc. Gas and electricity rates were raised a couple of months ago by up to 30pc and 15pc, respectively, and they are set
to go further up by 30pc by June. The IMF wants the next year’s tax revenues to expand to close to Rs5 trillion from the target of about Rs4.4 trillion this year. Improving the State Bank’s autonomy, a market-based
flexible exchange rate and reduction in the debt rate are other key demands of the IMF.
Experts say the government was slow in comprehending the precarious
macroeconomic situation of the country and it should have talked to the
IMF immediately without wasting so many months. A rapid decline in foreign exchange reserves, at almost $1 billion a month, even after considerable replenishment, is stark proof the current account situation is still
serious. With large debt repayments due over the next few months, the
situation could turn alarming. Although the government has secured
breathing space through Saudi Arabian and United Arab Emirates loans,
yet an IMF programme is essential to pave the way for access to resources
from other multilateral lenders, like the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, as well as global capital markets. Experts, who support the
government on its delaying tactics, say it is the first government that has
resisted an IMF package for as long as it could to save the people from its
painful effects.
According to the State Bank of Pakistan’s first quarterly report on the
state of Pakistan’s economy for FY19, the overall macroeconomic environment remained challenging during the first quarter. The primary concern
was the steep rise in global crude prices, which not only reinforced the already strong underlying inflationary pressures in the economy, but also
eclipsed emerging improvements in the external sector. Fiscal pressures
also remained intact as expenditure rigidities allowed only a limited room
for the government to maneuver. Responding to the challenges, the new
government immediately announced cuts in development spending, partially reversed tax relief measures, and also explored avenues to bridge
the external financing gap. The 6.2pc target for real GDP growth seems
unachievable with the policy focus now tilted towards macroeconomic stabilization. The production of all major crops remained lower as compared
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to the last season, due to lower water availability, which led to a decline in
the total area under production. On the external front, the report highlighted
that the continued exports growth and a steady increase in workers’ remittances partially helped contain the current account deficit. However, the
level of the deficit remains a concern, as rising oil prices resulted in the
quarterly import bill crossing the US$ 4 billion mark.
Pakistan’s debt and liabilities have skyrocketed to Rs33.3 trillion at the
end of 2018, with an addition of Rs3.4 trillion in six months. By December,
total losses of public sector enterprises surged to Rs1.6 trillion, a net addition of Rs192.6 billion or 13.8pc in the past six months. External debt
and liabilities of Pakistan mounted to $99.1 billion as of December 2018,
according to the central bank. However, Pakistan’s trade deficit has shrunk
by 9.66 pc during the first seven months of the ongoing fiscal year 201819. Pakistan’s exports remained $13.23 billion, while imports were
recorded at $ 32.49 billion during July to January 2018-19. The trade deficit
witnessed more than $2 billion reduction during the period, according to
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. The government is expecting $5-6 billion
reduction in the trade gap at the close of the year.
Prime Minister Imran Khan understands that Pakistan needs "painful"
economic reforms to cut back on its massive debt. Addressing the World
Government Summit in Dubai, he said, “I repeat the reforms are painful.
It's like a surgery. When you conduct surgery for a while the patient suffers
but that improves. The worst thing that can happen for society is that you
keep postponing reforms because of the fear that you would have opposition, the vested interests stand up and you don't do reforms."
It is a fact that past governments failed to make structural changes and
improve governance but the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government
cannot blame them now. Consequences of all blunders, mismanagement
and inaction of the past governments lie on the table of the prime minister
and he has no option of failure. The situation is not easy to handle. The
government is finding it difficult even to foot debt servicing and necessary
expenditure and funds for public welfare look impossible at the moment.
According to former government spokesman on the economy, Dr. Farrukh
Saleem, Pakistan’s foreign reserves stand at US$11 billion in the negative,
which means the country has been left with no dollar, despite receiving
about $10b from friendly countries.
The government aims to introduce more reforms in the next few
months. It means there is no prospect for relief for the people anytime soon
and they will continue to suffer in years to come
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Diplomacy

A landmark visit
Nasim Ahmed

There has never been a Saudi visit to Pakistan like the one that took place
last week – Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s two-day historic visit
to the country during which he held most fruitful and productive talks with
Prime Minister Imran Khan.
The atmosphere was one of celebration and conviviality, with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman looking like having come home. His body
language was of one of great ease, happiness and comfort. As for the Pakistan leadership, it was effusive hospitality, exuberant welcome and warm
cordiality all rolled into one. The synergy between PM Imran Khan and
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman was spontaneous; it was like twin
brothers talking heart to heart, man to man, without any empty formalities
and ceremonial artificiality.
Pakistan-Saudi relations are multi-dimensional. Rooted deep in common bonds of history, culture and faith, the bilateral ties also have their
politico-economic dimensions and far-reaching strategic implications in a
fast-changing regional scenario. The cementing force between the countries is a close identity of views on regional and international issues and a
shared vision of the future.
The landmark visit of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has heralded a new era in Pak-Saudi Arabia ties. The prime importance of the
visit lies in reinforcing mutual diplomatic, security and economic cooperation between the two countries and projecting the message of a synchronized strategic vision of the future stability of the region, especially of the
Muslim world. The relationship is firmly rooted in shared religion, values
and culture. Pakistan and Saudi Arabia enjoy the commonality of views
on many regional and global political issues. Their deep and close cooperation also extends to close ties in the fields of security and defense,
counterterrorism, investment, trade, culture, human resource and religious
affairs.
For Pakistan, Saudi Arabia has been a trusted friend. Since the conclusion of the Treaty of Friendship between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia in
1951, the Kingdom has helped us through the most difficult times in our
history, be it war, natural calamities or other emergencies. Pakistan, on its
part, has also supported Saudi Arabia in times of need. The visit of the Future King of Saudi Arabia Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman was truly
a historic one, given its long-term significance and wide-ranging agenda.
The distinguished guest from Saudi Arabia was accorded an unprecedented welcome on arrival and given a warm send-off by Prime Minister
Imran Khan and Chief Of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa, who is
regarded as the man who revived Riyadh-Islamabad relations, pulling the
two countries’ ties out of the cold belt during his visit to Saudi Arabia in
August 2018.
Just as Prime Minister Imran Khan is building a new Pakistan with his
energetic and innovative policies and programmes, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is giving Saudi Arabia a new look. He has taken a
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number of steps for opening up Saudi society, including empowerment of
women and a new industrialization drive. Both leaders have a shared vision for taking their respective countries towards the path of sustained
progress and prosperity.
The visit of the Saudi crown prince, though of short duration, yet has
had a wide-ranging impact on bilateral relations. It augurs well for Pakistan
and its people as a game changer in the same class as the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). The CPEC is not only developing various sectors through massive Chinese investment but also boosting Pakistan’s
connectivity and giving impetus to it, being an important regional country.
Likewise, massive Saudi investment in different sectors in Pakistan will
greatly help promote the country as an important destination for investors
from around the world. Pakistan has already invited Saudi Arabia to become a partner in the CPEC and Saudi participation in different sectors
will go a long way to supplement the impact which the CPEC is already
making. Needless to say, the huge upcoming Saudi investment is not just
economic assistance but more of a strategic partnership of great importance, not only in the region but beyond.
The visit has been described as highly successful in the joint statement
issued at the conclusion of the Saudi crown prince’s visit, which laid the
foundation for a new chapter in Pakistan-Saudi relations and put in place
a framework to guide the future direction of political, diplomatic, economic,
investment, trade, defence and security cooperation. According to the joint
statement, the establishment of the Supreme Coordination Council, its
subsidiary mechanism and the council’s inaugural session in Islamabad
are key steps for shaping the new trajectory in bilateral relations.
The joint statement, while reaffirming the historic relationship between
the two brotherly countries, has also applauded the growing momentum
in bilateral ties in all areas. Both sides have also strongly condemned the
atrocities and human rights violations against Muslims around the world.
During the visit, PM Prime Minister briefed the crown prince on grave
human rights violations in Indian occupied Kashmir and the need for the
resolution of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute in accordance with the
United Nations Security Council resolutions.
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Wealth

An unequal world
getting more unequal
Nasim Ahmed

Oxfam’s 2018 report on the growing gap between the rich and the
poor is an eye opener. Released on the eve of the World Economic
Forum in Davos last month, it said that the 26 richest billionaires own
as many assets as the 3.8 billion people, who make up the poorest
half of the planet’s population.
Another report - the World Inequality Report 2018 – says that between 1980 and 2016, the poorest 50% of humanity only captured 12
cents in every dollar of global income growth. By contrast, the top 1%
captured 27 cents of every dollar.
Oxfam’s methodology for assessing the gap between the rich and
the poor is based on global wealth distribution data provided by the
Credit Suisse global wealth data book, covering the period from June
2017 to June 2018. The wealth of billionaires was calculated using
the annual Forbes billionaires list published in March 2018. The figures show that the world’s 26 richest people now own the same wealth
as the poorest half of humanity, with inequality spiralling out of control.
Oxfam says that the wealth of more than 2,200 billionaires across the
globe had increased by $900b in 2018 – or $2.5b day. The 12% increase in the wealth of the very richest contrasted with a fall of 11%
in the wealth of the poorest half of the world’s population. As a result,
the number of billionaires owning as much wealth as half the world’s
population fell from 43 in 2017 to 26 last year. In 2016 the number
was 61.
In the 10 years since the financial crisis, the number of billionaires
has nearly doubled.
Between 2017 and 2018, a new billionaire was created every two
days. For example, the world’s richest man, Jeff Bezos, the owner of
Amazon, saw his fortune increase to $112b. Just imagine:1% of his
fortune is equivalent to the whole health budget for Ethiopia, a country
of 105 million people.
In the same way, the poorest 10% of Britons are paying a higher
effective tax rate than the richest 10% (49% compared with 34%),
once taxes on consumption such as VAT are taken into account.
The developed countries are particularly to blame for the deteriorating situation. Besides failing to tackle inequality at home, developed nations have also not been meeting their overseas aid
commitments which can help mitigate extreme poverty in the poorest
countries. China’s rapid growth over the past four decades has been
responsible for much of the decline in extreme poverty but in sub-Saharan Africa, extreme poverty was on the increase. This is how
Oxfam’s director of campaigns and policy, Matthew Spencer, describes the situation:
“The massive fall in the number of people living in extreme poverty
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is one of the greatest achievements of the past quarter of a century
but rising inequality is jeopardising further progress. The way our
economies are organised means wealth is increasingly and unfairly
concentrated among a privileged few while millions of people are
barely subsisting. Women are dying for lack of decent maternity care
and children are being denied an education that could be their route
out of poverty. No one should be condemned to an earlier grave or a
life of illiteracy, simply because they were born poor. It doesn’t have
to be this way – there is enough wealth in the world to provide everyone with a fair chance in life. Governments should act to ensure that
taxes raised from wealth and businesses paying their fair share are
used to fund free, good-quality public services that can save and
transform people’s lives.”
According to the report, many governments are making inequality
worse by failing to invest enough in public services. It notes that about
10,000 people per day die for lack of healthcare and there were 262
million children not in school, often because their parents are unable
to afford the fees, uniforms or textbooks.
Oxfam has warned that governments are exacerbating inequality
by underfunding public services, like healthcare and education, at the
same time as they consistently under-tax the wealthy. Calls for hiking
taxes on the wealthy have multiplied amid growing popular outrage in
a number of countries over swelling inequality. In the United States,
new Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez made headlines by
proposing to tax the ultra-rich up to 70 per cent. The Democratic Socialist’s proposal came after President Donald Trump’s sweeping tax
reforms cut the top income rate last year from 39.6 per cent to 37 per
cent. In Europe, the “yellow vest” movement that has been rocking
France with anti-government protests since November is demanding
that President Emmanuel Macron repeal controversial cuts to wealth
taxes on high earners. And in Britain, a populist campaign helped persuade a majority of voters to opt for quitting the European Union in
the country’s 2016 referendum on Brexit.
As a remedial measure, Oxfam has recommended that governments should do more to fund high-quality, universal public services
by tackling tax dodging and ensuring fairer taxation, including on corporations and the richest individuals’ wealth, which it says are often
undertaxed. A global wealth tax has also been suggested to arrest the
trend in inequality. Oxfam has noted that the widening gap is hindering
the fight against poverty, adding that a wealth tax on the 1% would
raise an estimated $418bn (£325b) a year – enough to educate every
child not in school and provide healthcare that would prevent 3 million
deaths.

07

Confrontation

A House in disorder
Muhammad Hassan

The National Assembly in the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government has not passed a single law since its inception. The opposition
members do not spare any chance to protest, but the treasury members
are more troublesome as they incite them with their provocative
speeches.
It is the responsibility of the government to run the affairs of the
House smoothly. It needs the help of the opposition to pass laws, but
its attitude is not serious. First, Opposition Leader Shahbaz Sharif was
not acceptable to it, because he faces corruption charges, though the
Lahore High Court has granted bail to him. Now, the arrest of Sindh Assembly Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani is a source of confrontation between the government and the opposition. The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), two archrivals
in the past, are seen defending leaders of each other in corruption
cases. “It is an attack on the federating unit. Our stance will be the
same if the speaker of any assembly is arrested,” said former Prime
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi in his speech in the National Assembly
after the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had arrested Siraj Durrani. He was arrested from a hotel in Islamabad. According to NAB officials, Durrani faces an inquiry for accumulating assets beyond his
known sources of income as well as allegations that he had embezzled
public funds. They waited for Durrani to leave Sindh to arrest him as
he was escorted by a sizable security team in his home province and
the NAB feared a confrontation would turn violent.
In his reaction, PPP Co-Chairman Asif Ali Zardari said the PTI-led
government had been given enough time and warned his party would
launch a movement against the rulers along with the PML-N. Addressing a press conference, he claimed the government had isolated Pakistan in the world. “Enough is enough. We will launch a movement
against the government along with other parties, including the PML-N.
In the summer, you might have to sell your car to pay electricity bills if
the government continues with its policies,” he said. To a question, he
said the PPP would also support Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s anti-government movement. PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari slammed Durrani’s arrest, saying that his party
would not allow the "benaami wazeer-e-azam" (so-called Prime Minister) to establish a beywardi aamriat (dictatorship without uniform). "Attack on the speaker of a federating unit is unacceptable. An
undemocratic attempt to dislodge the Sindh government failed before
and will fail again. Independent institutions shouldn’t unwittingly be part
of political engineering," he said on Twitter.
Earlier, PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif’s appointment as Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) Chairman was a bone of contention between the government and the opposition. The government demanded
he resign as he is facing corruption charges. However, the Lahore High
Court has accepted his bail in the Ashiana-i-Iqbal Housing Scheme and
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Ramzan Sugar Mills cases. He was taken into custody by the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) in connection with the Ashiana Housing
case in October 5, 2018. He was charged with misuse of authority by
unlawfully assuming powers of the board of directors of the Punjab
Land Development Company (PLDC), and awarding a contract to an
ineligible proxy firm that resulted in the failure of the housing scheme.
Commenting on the bail to Shahbaz Sharif, Information Minister Fawad
Chaudhry said: "It is a revelation that Shahbaz Sharif has been released. When was he ever imprisoned?" He said the system in Pakistan
is such that a thief, who steals chickens, is imprisoned but "if you steal
Rs1500b, then your bail is granted within 90 days and you come home".
Of the 90 days, Shahbaz Sharif spent 70 days in the Minister's Enclave,
with a Rangers protocol.
Later, a meeting of the cabinet, presided over by Prime Minister
Imran Khan, expressed dissatisfaction over the LHC decision of granting bail to Shahbaz Sharif in two cases and urged the NAB to file an
appeal against it. The cabinet also stressed the need to revamp the accountability system, so that influential and powerful people should also
be made accountable for their deeds. The NAB laws continue to fuel
tensions in the National Assembly. Whenever its member is arrested,
the opposition objects to the “draconian laws,” while the government
blames the opposition for not amending the law when it was in power
for 10 years. The government believes the NAB laws should be
amended to make them more effective.
Analysts say the PTI had come to power on the promises of fixing
the long-standing structural issues plaguing governance, federation and
economy and it cannot afford to get bogged down in confrontation with
the opposition. Cabinet ministers are on a warpath with the opposition
and the government has not been able to get the proposed economic
reforms package passed. The National Assembly session had to be
prorogued sine die before a debate on the package could even start.
The federal government’s relationship with Sindh, the only province
ruled by an opposition party, is deteriorating after rumours of attempts
to weaken the provincial administration. The anti-graft rhetoric of the
government is marred by allegations of political vendetta. It has united
a fractured opposition which is expected to give a tough time to the government. It is feared that Prime Minister Imran Khan will face difficulties
in the enactment of policies of his government, which has a razor-thin
majority in the National Assembly.
The government plans to create 10 million new jobs, lift millions out
of abject poverty and build five million houses in its five-year term. It
depends on the revival of the economy and exports. It is not possible if
the government continues to waste time in its meaningless confrontation with the opposition. Prime Minister Imran Khan should ask his team
to cool down the situation and concentrate on the economic revival of
the country to provide relief to the common man.
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Healthcare

PTI’s trump card
Muhammad Ali

Prime Minister Imran Khan has launched a countrywide Sehat Insaf
Card scheme to provide free medical treatment to about 80 million people. The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) has pinned high hopes on the
health insurance scheme, which paved the way for an unprecedented
two-thirds majority in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the last election.
The card, which falls under the PTI's Sehat Sahulat Programme,
was part of a health insurance scheme launched by the party in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in 2016. It was first issued to half of all households, then
to 69pc of poor households and it made a big difference in the last election. Under the scheme, over 80 million people or 10.5 million households below the poverty line will receive free medical treatment worth
Rs720,000 in private or state-owned hospitals. Around 15m people will
receive the cards over the next two years. Over 150 hospitals will provide free treatment including procedures such as angioplasty, brain
surgery, and cancer under the facility. The Sehat Insaf Card will cover
treatment of all ailments except transplants.
According to the government, the scheme will initially cover the Punjab, Gilgit Baltistan, Islamabad, erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal
Areas and Islamabad. Each family in the tribal districts will be provided
with the cards, whereas 85,000 families in Islamabad would benefit
from it. Each card holder will also be provided with the cost of transport
up to Rs1,000 for each hospital visit. Launching the scheme in Islamabad, Prime Minister Imran Khan noted that underprivileged or working
class individuals often have difficulty subsisting on their salaries and
meeting their household expenses. "When there's an illness, their entire budget is upset. Research has shown that many households struggle financially due to illness since they are already surviving at
subsistence level. When a member of an underprivileged household
falls ill, his family has to sell everything in order to be able to afford
treatment,” he explained.
A National Steering Committee, comprising representatives from the
federal, provincial and regional health departments will also be formed
to review the performance of the programme. As part of its poverty alleviation drive across Pakistan’s poorest districts, the PTI in its manifesto had stated that it would "upscale the Sehat Insaf Card Programme
across Pakistan to provide access to quality healthcare to citizens." In
case of an accidental death, Rs10,000 will be given to the card holder's
family to cover the costs of the funeral. The Punjab government will
provide the card to around 10 million people. In the final stage, it will
be provided to the population living below the poverty line in all
provinces. The Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) data is
being used for the registration of the families for it. The programme, to
be eventually expanded to the whole country, will remain limited to the
Thar area in Sindh initially. The beneficiaries can get medical treatment
for diseases, like heart, burn injuries, diabetes, dialysis, cancer, neurosurgical and emergency treatment, at the designated hospitals. The
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government plans to provide health cards to all citizens by 2030.
The card was the KP government’s flagship health insurance programme. It allowed households to utilise up to Rs540,000 per year, for
medical treatment and medicines, at public and private hospitals across
the province. So, the poorest person in KP, without a single rupee in
hand, can be treated at the finest private hospital in Peshawar, just like
any fee-paying patient. The insurance also pays patients lost wages,
and in case of referrals from outside Peshawar, travelling money. Premiums are surprisingly low. Currently, the KP government pays the insurance company just Rs1,500 a year per household covered.
However, it will have to rise a bit, as the insurance company is losing
money on the deal.
A similar scheme was also launched by the PML-N government in
2016. However, Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry has rejected the
claim of the PML-N that the Insaf Health Card scheme was a copy of
its project. In a tweet, he said the PML-N had actually copied the
scheme launched by the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in November 2015. “The PML-N copied the
scheme but failed to achieve its target,” he added.
According to a UNICEF report, more than 70pc of the total population
in Pakistan does not have access to safe drinking water and more than
70,000 children die every year due to diarrhoea and other diseases related to unsafe water and poor sanitation facilities. Over 80pc of all diseases in Pakistan are caused by contaminated water, which in turn,
causes 40pc of deaths in the country, says a report by the Pakistan
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research Laboratories. The government will have to take urgent measures to provide safe drinking water
to save people from diseases and reduce the burden on hospitals.
The new health scheme has been welcomed at all levels. The PTI
government has taken difficult decisions after coming to power, which
have badly impacted the average households in Pakistan. With a poor
health system in the country and the growing rise in treatment costs,
the pressure on an average Pakistani family increases, especially in
case of an illness. The scheme has been launched to counter the problem and make their lives more manageable. The great aspect of the
initiative is that it has already been tested out in KP during the last PTI
tenure. The only treatment that is not available for the card holders is
a transplant.
The health insurance card is a great initiative of the government.
However, there are few questions about it. Public welfare schemes in
the past have been used by the ruling parties to achieve their petty political goals. There is a need to ensure that the health programme remains apolitical and is not used to advance the cause of the PTI.
Besides, the government should improve the existing infrastructure to
provide more facilities to the general public at hospitals, which lack
medicines, equipment and beds.
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Hate speech

Crackdown on
social media
Muhammad Zain

The government’s announcement of a crackdown on social media to
deter content against national institutions has prompted accusations
of curbing freedom of expression and victimizing political activists.
The crackdown was ordered after attacks on national institutions
have intensified on social media. The judiciary and the army, which
cannot be criticized even in the parliament, are targeted on social
media without any fear. A smear campaign was launched against Pakistan on the arrival of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman.
Recently, a journalist was booked for controversial tweets. There is no
doubt that social media could be beneficial, if used positively. The Internet has revolutionized lives. In today’s digital era, social media has
become the most powerful tool for social change. However, it is also
being used by criminal-minded people to promote hate and extremist
ideologies. Many analysts suggest that there is a direct link between
social media and hate crimes. According to a research report, social
media has all the potential to act as a propagation tool between online
hate speech and real-life violent crime.
Some recent developments forced the government to announce a
crackdown on elements using social media to propagate extremist narrative. Addressing a training workshop for parliamentarians, Federal Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry said a mechanism had been
finalised in consultations with the security agencies and several people
were arrested for misusing social media. Fake accounts are being used
to promote hate and issue edicts. The minister said, “We are also setting up the Pakistan Media Regulatory Authority which will provide a
one-window facility to all media outlets and ensure the enforcement of
the regulations. In the next phase, we will further consolidate the gains
made against terrorism by not allowing those resorting to hate
speeches.”
The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has expressed
serious reservations over the government’s plan to crack down on social media. It said, “We strongly feel the need to equip human rights
defenders with measures to use social media apps safely and productively amid growing fears of curbs on social media – especially on social
media activists and journalists who have spoken out on subjects that
receive little, if any, space in the mainstream media. The state must
pay heed to sheer number of human rights defenders across the country who rely on social media apps for news, information on human rights
violations, and calls to mobilize around rights-based issues – especially
in many areas where social media apps are the only secure means of
communication. The fundamental right to information is closely linked
with ways of exercising freedom of expression, movement and assembly – all of which are critical to human rights work in Pakistan.”
Experts say the impending crackdown on extremist narratives on
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social media is an opportunity for the PTI government to show that it
can distinguish between legitimate expression of political opinion and
words that incite religious or ethnic hatred against individuals or communities. About a year before coming to power, Prime Minister Imran
Khan had accused the PML-N government of abusing the cybercrime
law, when some PTI activists were arrested, and denounced their detention as being “unacceptable in a democracy”. Several PTI legislators had also submitted a calling notice in the National Assembly
seeking to discuss the “harassment of social media activists”. According to Twitter’s biannual report, between January and June 2018, the
government, headed by the PML-N at the time, reported an unprecedented 3,004 profiles to the social networking site for allegedly “inciting
violence” and “spreading hate material” and sent requests seeking the
removal of 243 accounts. As the PTI has come to power, it can demonstrate that these were not merely empty gestures made only to advance its own cause.
Curbing hate speech in various formats, including social media is
one of the 20 points that comprise the National Action Plan. The civilmilitary leadership, which devised the blueprint, recognised that kinetic
action without social intervention was meaningless. According to a recent study, 41 banned groups are active on social media in the form
of hundreds of pages, groups and individual user profiles.
Many governments in the world have adopted strategies to regulate
social media. The situation in Pakistan is very disturbing. The presence
of hate material and baseless propaganda against vulnerable communities is particularly alarming. A nationwide awareness campaign is required to highlight the importance of using social media for the
betterment of society. Instead of restricting social media by force, positive use of the Internet must be encouraged. The Internet regulation
strategies of different countries, such as Turkey, China and Iran, could
also be analysed before launching a crackdown.
Experts say if the government has decided to take a more proactive
approach in curbing extremist narratives, it must first define the parameters. Many political and rights activists opposed the Cybercrime
Bill, apprehending that it would be liberally and arbitrarily applied to
silence dissent and the diversity of political opinion. They say the
crackdown on social media in the name of hate speech is an old trick
to silence critics of government policies. The information minister’s
statement that social media needs to be controlled, like electronic
media, is not only an admission of censorship on the government’s
part, but also signals the fact the government does not understand the
fundamentally different nature of social media, they say. It is hoped
that the law will be applied to clamp down on violent extremism, rather
than political opponents.
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Tension

After the Pulwama
attack
Shahid Hussain

Tension between Pakistan and India is mounting after a suicide attack in
occupied Kashmir, which killed 44 paramilitary personnel. The internal situation in India is also volatile after Kashmiri Muslims are facing a backlash.
The situation has become ideal for Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) ahead of elections in April and May but questions about a hard-line strategy in Kashmir have started rising in India and
the bombing has highlighted the Kashmir cause in the whole world.
Indian leaders and media are threatening Pakistan with surgical strikes.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the country would give a “strong reply”
to those behind the attack and withdrew the Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
trade status given to Pakistan. He also announced “all possible steps” to
ensure complete isolation of Pakistan. In his stern response, Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan warned India against any misadventure in the
wake of the Pulwama attack and said “Pakistan would not think, but immediately retaliate." In a televised address to the nation, he said, “No law
in the world allows anyone or a country to be the judge, jury and executioner and if India provided proof, Pakistan would cooperate.” He advised
the Indian leadership to break the shackles of its past mantra and refrain
from targeting Pakistan for every incident in occupied Kashmir.
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi also wrote a letter
to United Nations Secretary General António Guterres to draw his attention
towards the deteriorating security situation in the region after the threat of
use of force against Pakistan by India. Expressing deep concern at the increase in tensions between India and Pakistan, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres asked both sides to exercise maximum restraint and offered
his “good offices” to ease the crisis.
Communal tensions are rising in India as Kashmiris living outside held
Kashmir are facing property evictions, job suspensions and attacks. They
are facing a backlash in India, mainly in the northern states of Haryana
and Uttarakhand, forcing the interior ministry to issue an advisory to all
states to “ensure their safety and security and maintain communal harmony”. Local media reported that some Kashmiri students were assaulted
by members of Hindu rightwing groups in Uttarakhand, while a Kashmiri
man had been booked by the police in the southern city of Bengaluru under
a colonial-era sedition law for a post allegedly backing Kashmiri fighters.
Fear engulfed Kashmiri students in Haryana’s Ambala district after a video
on social media showed a village headman asking people to evict Kashmiris in the area. “In case this is not done, the person in whose residence
such students are living will be considered as a traitor,” the man says in
the video. A Kashmiri employee of a pharmaceutical company was sacked
for allegedly writing in favour of the attack.
The Indian media reported that the suicide car-bomber Aadil Ahmad
Dar had used more than 750 pounds of explosives against the military convoy. As India blamed Pakistan for the suicide bombing, an Indian commander sabotaged its case. “It is not possible to bring such massive
amounts of explosives by infiltrating the border,” Lt Gen D.S. Hooda told
the New York Times. Gen Hooda, who commanded the Indian army’s
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Northern Command during a similar crisis in September 2016, said, “the
material may have been taken from stashes of explosives” being used to
broaden the Jammu highway where the attack occurred. The newspaper
also noted that India’s options for putting diplomatic pressure on Pakistan
were limited, so were its options for a military response. “India’s options
for a military response are also limited, analysts say, with the disputed border blanketed in thick snow and Pakistani troops on high alert,” the report
added. Diplomatic observers in Washington pointed out that the United
States will also not like to isolate Pakistan, particularly now when it’s playing a key role in US-Taliban talks.
The NYT report also hinted that the bomber might have been motivated
by domestic reasons to carry out the attack. “The nature of the bombing
suggests the insurgency is adapting and becoming more homegrown, leaving observers to question how deep the links to Pakistan really run,” the
newspaper observed. The report notes Kashmiris have become more disenfranchised and angry at the central government in Delhi and its use of
force. Some of Dar’s friends told the NYT that he had turned to militancy
after he was wounded at a protest in 2016, where his leg was struck by a
bullet fired by the Central Reserve Police Force, a paramilitary unit. “Many
Kashmiris loathe the paramilitary unit, viewing it as an occupying force recruited from across India to suppress them,” the report added.
Some security analysts fear the attack could force India to react militarily. With India set to hold a general election by May, the Modi government
will be under pressure to show that it's acting tough on Pakistan. The Indian
prime minister will have to respond. Otherwise, he will appear weak, they
argue. According to the CNBC, domestic pressure from his base could
force Modi to retaliate but doing so risks aggravating Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan's government. That could also trigger a new cycle of bilateral tensions, experts warn. They say India is exploiting the attack for
its own domestic and international political purposes by blaming Pakistan.
Though Jaish-e-Mohammed claimed responsibility for the attack, yet it was
carried out by a native Kashmiri.
According to noted Indian journalist and writer Prem Shankar Jha, Indian Prime Minister Modi has found the trigger he needed for elections
after the attack. “His verbal assault on Pakistan, his threats of retaliation
at a time and place of the army’s choosing and his withdrawal of all security
protection from Hurriyat leaders are designed to harden Kashmiri alienation
and raise tensions with Pakistan to fever pitch. And as he has been doing
ever since he came to power in 2014, he has been using his silences to
send the message to Hindu vigilantes that the time has come to bait Muslims into acts of retaliation that will arouse fear and animosity in the Hindu
majority and win the BJP the next election,” he wrote.
Analysts says India will not succeed in exploiting the global attention
the attack generated for the Kashmiri cause, with the most likely political
outcome being that New Delhi’s efforts to deflect the blame away from itself
and onto Islamabad will boomerang and ultimately upset the country’s fragile domestic and “deep state” political balances.
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Relief

Saudi Arabia’s
package for Pakistan
Husnain Shahid

Pakistan has gained immensely after the historic visit of Saudi Arabian
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) to Pakistan. More than 2,000
Pakistani workers languishing in Saudi jails have been released. The
Saudi government has also included Pakistan in its “Road to Makkah” project, allowing pilgrims to undergo immigration clearance at Pakistani airports before leaving for Haj. The Haj quota for Pakistan has also been
increased from 184,210 to 200,000.
These are a big relief for the people of Pakistan. The release of over
2,000 people from Saudi jails has won the hearts of thousands of families.
The immigration facility in Pakistan means Pakistani Hajis, who mostly are
old, will not have to stand in queues for hours in Saudi Arabia. The increase in the Haj quota is also a welcome development. The Embassy of
Saudi Arabia in Islamabad has approved a drastic cut in visa fees for Pakistanis who want to visit the kingdom. The fee for a single-entry visit visa
has now been reduced from 2,000 Saudi riyal to SAR338 (from US$533
to $90). While, the fee for a multiple-entry visit visa has also been reduced
from SAR3,000 to SAR675 (from $800 to $180). The steps mean the Saudi
government values its ties with the people of Pakistan. Besides, $20b investment agreements were also signed between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia during the crown prince’s visit.
Pakistan accorded an unprecedented welcome to the crown prince and
bestowed him its highest civilian award, gave him a gold-plated gun, and
declared a public holiday in honor of his two-day visit to Islamabad. Prime
Minister Imran Khan broke protocol to personally drive him to his official residence. It was shocking for the Western media, which has turned against
him over the killing of a Saudi journalist. MBS won the hearts of the people
of Pakistan when he said “consider me Pakistan’s ambassador to Saudi
Arabia. According to the Time, MBS has been shunned by much of the world
after the murder of dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi in October, which
the CIA concluded he had ordered. A-list executives pulled out of his Riyadh
investment forum (dubbed ‘Davos in the Desert’), street protests greeted his
arrival in Tunisia in November, and there were reports Morocco’s King Mohammed VI snubbed him on a visit to the North African country. However,
that wasn’t the case in Pakistan, which bestowed its highest civilian award
on the young Saudi prince. MBS’s visit to Islamabad is widely regarded as
an attempt to repair his tarnished credentials as an international statesman.
But Saudi Arabia’s investment in Pakistan is more than just a PR exercise.
Historically known for spending lavishly to win hearts and minds, the
Saudi Kingdom now faces financial constraints of its own. It urgently needs
to diversify its oil-dependent economy. “The largesse that the Saudis were
able to afford in the 80s and 90s, we haven’t seen recently, and we definitely haven’t seen it under MBS,” says Andreas Krieg, a Middle East security expert at King’s College, London. The pledged $20 billion is not just
“a bailout they do because they like the Pakistanis,” he says. Instead there
is oversight to ensure investments are “sustainable and will actually have
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returns in the future.” Some $8 billion of the funds pledged to Pakistan
have been earmarked for the construction of an oil refinery at Gwadar Port,
the jewel in the crown of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
and an area in which Saudi Arabia’s Gulf neighbor UAE has also invested.
With Beijing set to pump some $62 billion into the economic corridor under
its transnational Belt and Road Initiative, Saudi stands to massively increase its own oil export market in Pakistan, the report said.
Few days before the visit of the crown prince, Iran blamed Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and other countries for a deadly suicide attack on
its troops. Revolutionary Guards Commander Major General Mohammad
Ali Jafari accused "Pakistan's security forces" of the attack on the Iranian
armed forces - which left 27 people dead - and demanded Islamabad take
action against the perpetrators or face "retaliation". He blamed Sunni extremist group Jaish al-Adl ("Army of Justice") as being responsible for the
attack. "If (the Pakistan government) does not punish them, we will retaliate against this anti-revolutionary force, and whatever Pakistan sees will
be the consequence of its support for them," he warned. Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei linked the perpetrators of the attack to "the
spying agencies of some regional and trans-regional countries". Revolutionary Guards troops travelling on a bus were targeted by a suicide
bomber in the volatile southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchistan, bordering Pakistan. It was one of the deadliest attacks on the Iranian security
forces in recent years and came just days after Tehran held celebrations
for the 40th anniversary of the 1979 Iranian Revolution.
Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi has offered Iran cooperation in investigations into the deadly bombing. In a telephonic conversation with his Iranian counterpart Javad Zarif, Qureshi condemned the
attack and expressed Islamabad’s readiness for cooperation against the
militants who have been targeting Iranian troops in the region bordering
the two countries. The area has in the past witnessed several incidents
and Pakistan had helped Iran recover some of the guards abducted by
Jaish al-Adl in October last year.
Some experts fear the establishment of a Saudi refinery in Gwadar will
also sow seeds of discontent between Pakistan and Iran. Tempers have
been running high in Tehran after the attack on its troops and India has
tried to cash in on Iranian grievances. Iran summoned Pakistan’s ambassador to its foreign ministry to hand over Tehran’s protest over the attack.
Iranian Ambassador in Pakistan Mehdi Honardoost also called on representatives of the Pakistan Army in Rawalpindi.
Pakistan and Iran should investigate the incident, so that the perpetrators could be brought to justice. However, Iran’s threats are regrettable as
it cannot blame Pakistan for an act of non-state actors who are active in
border areas between the two countries. The Saudi investment is highly
welcome, but Pakistan will have to preserve good relations with Iran to
maintain sectarian harmony in the country.
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Strategy

BJP stirs anti-Pakistan
feelings to win elections
Raza Khan

As Indian national elections are drawing closer, the ruling party is trying its
utmost to retain power and for the purpose the most important emotional
factor in the country, rivalry with Pakistan, is being exploited to the hilt.
India is all set to hold general elections in April-May this year and the
ruling Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) is facing an uphill task to remain in power
as the performance of the party in the last five-year has not been up to the
expectation of the majority of Indians and is not reflective of the promises
the party made to the people before the last election in 2014.
A deadly militant attack in the Pulwama district of Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK), which killed at least 50 security forces personnel, has set the
ground for the BJP and Indian media to blame Pakistan. While blaming
someone, even your arch-rival, after a terrorist attack is surprising and it
becomes quite intriguing when the blame is put officially by one state on
another state and that too almost instantaneously. It might be remembered
that India charged Pakistan for the Pulwama attack almost instantaneously,
without knowing who had claimed its responsibility and who might possibly
be behind it. While it is very difficult to name the attackers at this moment,
there is no doubt that the ruling BJP has got the most important incident in
hand to vituperate, intimidate and threaten Pakistan, so as to exploit the
anti-Pakistan feelings, which have traditionally been extremely strong in the
country. The obvious purpose of the BJP is to win as many Indian voters
as possible, particularly by appealing to the extremist sections of society.
On his part, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has quite equivocally
told the Indian leadership that an unimaginable response would be given
to any military misadventure by the Indian forces against Pakistan by making the Pulwama attack a pretext. PM Khan simultaneously offered India
that Islamabad was ready to extend any cooperation to Indian authorities
in connection with investigating the Pulwama attack. However, the BJP government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has almost rejected the offer and
vowed that the time has come to “teach Pakistan a lesson for its sponsorship of terrorism in India.” Therefore, any precision surgical strikes that have
a symbolic value from the Indian security forces inside the border of Pakistan cannot be ruled out. However, it is debatable that whether the Indian
forces really have a capacity to make any such operation within Pakistani
territory.
The timing of the Pulwama attack raises many questions. First, the taking place of the attack just a couple of months before the extremely important national elections is especially noteworthy. As very rightly stated by
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan that why Pakistan would launch such
a terrorist attack inside Indian territory when the region generally was getting relatively stabilized with the scale of terrorism in Pakistan reducing significantly. Moreover, the insurgent Afghan Taliban are engaged in an
extensive talks with the United States.
It is unfair to defend or blame someone without having evidence but it is
very important to understand that only those can launch an attack, get maximum advantage out of it. Keeping this age-old knowledge in view, Pakistan
could ill-afford to have planned and supported the Pulwama attack, because
the direct blame would have fallen on Islamabad. Whereas, the utmost advantage for such a situation would have been taken by the extremist Hindu
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nationalist BJP. Thus, launching an attack to give Pakistan’s arch-rival India’s
ruling BJP a pretext to exploit the upcoming elections is tantamount to inviting trouble, which Islamabad cannot be expected to have done.
On the other hand, the launching of the attack by Pakistani Kashmiri’s
inside the high-security IOK is almost impossible as Delhi has completely
closed the Line of Control with Pakistan by heavily manning and mining the
dividing line. So, successfully moving such a huge cache of explosives
within the high-security zone has made the role of the Indian forces and
their capacity profoundly questionable.
So it cannot be a surprise that the ruling BJP may have orchestrated
the Pulwama attack to use it as a peg to build its election campaign around
it by using anti-Pakistan sentiments in India. Why the BJP would do so is
quite important a question to ask. This fundamentally has two reasons.
Firstly, the political future of the BJP is at stake. Secondly, the BJP, by nature, is an extremist and violent organization whose very raison d’être was
anti-Muslim and Hindu revivalism
Since 2014, the BJP in its four and a half years in the government has
taken a number of extreme steps against Muslims in almost all fields to make
them feel they have been part of a Hindu-dominant country and to make
them believe that irrespective of the equal political and constitutional rights
of Muslims, like all other Indians, it is practically a Hindu state, governed by
the values and norms of Hinduism, rather than by democratic values.
In fact, the history of the BJP and its forerunner organizations, like the
RSS, shows that the very raison d’être of the movement was to make India
a declared Hindu state and ban Muslims from every walk of life in a bid to
subjugate them. The RSS, with its doctrine of Hindutva, was vehemently
against the creation of Pakistan by ‘vivisecting’ Mahabarata (Mother India
as considered by Hindu inhabitants of India). The BJP has been exploiting
anti-Muslim and anti-Pakistan sentiments of extremist Hindus to win elections. In order to stir up anti-Muslim and anti-Pakistan feelings, the BJP
needed some incident and event. In this backdrop, the Pulwama attack can
be understood. This has been the very reason that in the last more than
four and a half years in the government, the PM Modi has not launched a
serious effort to improve relations with Pakistan by using the pretext that
Islamabad has been sponsoring terrorism on India’s soil. The fundamental
reason is that by improving its relations with Pakistan, the BJP would
negate its very fundamental belief which may not be possible for the party
leadership unless it is bold enough to base its future politics on some other
agenda and arguments and not on anti-Muslim and anti-Pakistan rhetoric
and actions. Delhi, and particularly the PM Modi government, has used the
pretext of Pakistan supporting terrorism to resonate with the US-led global
war on terrorism argument and Washington’s complaints about Pakistan’s
role in mopping up certain regional militant groups, like the Afghan Taliban.
Remember, Washington has rarely accused Pakistan of sponsoring terrorism but has mostly been complaining about Islamabad’s insufficient support
to quell international terrorism. So, to what an extent stirring up anti-Pakistan feelings among the extremist Hindu population of India by the BJP
could be effective for all us is yet to be seen. However, this strategy does
not augur well for the future of BJP and India.
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Administration

Merger creating
more issues
Raza Khan

Months have passed since the merger of erstwhile Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) into the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, but the
process of integration is nowhere to be observed, instead serious multiple
obstacles have emerged.
Reportedly, serious rifts have emerged between Governor KP Shah
Farman and Chief Minister Mahmud Khan over the exercise of powers in
the former FATA areas. The basic cause of the rifts between the governor
and the chief minister is the former seeking the control of three departments in the merged tribal districts. He, however, is facing tough resistance
from the chief minister. Farman has sought the control of the communication, local bodies and home departments but the chief minister refused to
grant him the administrative control of the departments.
After the passage of the 31st Constitutional Amendment, the FATA was
merged into KP and with it the special status of the region along with its
legal arrangement, Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR), was dissolved. Ironically, it was on May 31, the last working day of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) government, President of Pakistan, Mamnoon
Hussain, also signed the FATA Merger Act into law and the merger is now
complete and irreversible. With the merger, the jurisdiction of the law courts
of Pakistan as well as the policing system and other state paraphernalia
in theory was extended to the former FATA. However, practically, the judicial and policing system in the merged districts has not started. There is
total confusion and the federal and provincial governments have sought
different timeframes to extend the judicial and policing system to the
merged districts. It remains to be seen whether the extension of the systems would be possible within the timeframes. However, the objective conditions on the ground suggest that it would be very difficult to extend the
judicial and policing system of KP, or for that matter, the rest of Pakistan
to the merged districts of the FATA.
At the moment, the immediate obstacle to the introduction of the judicial
and policing system and the rest of the departments to the merged districts
is the power struggle between the governor and the chief minister of the
province and second, the hurdles erected by the bureaucracy to the
process of integration. Insofar as the power tussle between the governor
and the chief minister over the merged districts is concerned, the former,
before the merger, used to be solely the administrative head of the erstwhile FATA. In fact, by virtue of thies legal position, governor used to be
the most powerful of governors in Pakistan as governors of other provinces
have been mere ceremonial heads. So, the governor wants to continue
with the privileged position which the office used to enjoy with respect to
the former FATA. Here, it is interesting to note that the present governor
Shah Farman, assumed office after the July 25 elections and by that time
the merger had been completed. So, he should not be much concerned
about the perks and privileges of the former position of the governor who
used to be the ex-officio administrative head of the tribal areas. So, what
does this mean? It means that members of the bureaucracy, who have
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long enjoyed the status of uncrowned kings of the FATA, have somehow
influenced KP Governor Farman to demand the transfer of certain administrative departments to his domain. Such a demand is not only unconstitutional but strange. Therefore, CM Mahmud Khan’s objections to
Governor Farman’s demands for power over certain administrative departments is quite justified.
However, it must be acknowledged that as a chief executive, the performance of Mahmud Khan has been pathetic and he does not have an impressive style of governance. Therefore, it has been one of the key reasons that
the administrative reform process in the merged districts could not be taken
forward. The fact of the matter is that after the merger of FATA with KP, the
provinces needed an extremely suave and smart chief minister to manage
the process of change in a befitting manner. Unfortunately, CM Mahmud does
not have the required qualities. But apart from the power struggle between
them over the merged districts, there are certain structural impediments to
extension of the policing and judicial system and the rest of the state paraphernalia to the merged districts. The fact of the matter is that the very decision of the merger of former FATA with KP was fundamentally erroneous.
Resultantly, it was very expected that merging FATA with KP would give
birth to many issues and conflicts. Our decision-makers have also been
cognizant of the issues and problems which the merger of FATA with KP
would generate. This was the main reason the merger was put on hold for
years and even the FATA Reforms Committee under Sartaj Aziz recommended the merger over five years. Nevertheless, it was considered important to make the FATA part of KP. One reckons that the main reason
the decision-makers wanted to merge FATA with KP immediately was the
security question. The FATA, comprising seven districts and six sub-districts (frontier regions) straddles the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, the Durand Line, has more or less been stateless territories till very recently. Only
military operations in the last decade against local, national and international terrorist and militant outfits, including Al Qaeda, Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan and their affiliates, have restored order and the state writ in the
areas for the first time. Since then, it has been realized that mainstreaming
of the remote and rugged tribal areas is extremely necessary.
There could be no two opinions about the necessity of the mainstreaming of the FATA; however, the way which has been chosen to achieve the
task by merging it with the contiguous KP province, has been grossly mistaken. There were other important ways of mainstreaming the FATA, which
included making it a separate province or establishing a self-governing
FATA Council of the region. Even imposing development emergency in the
FATA and carrying out extensive multidimensional development initiatives
would have been instrumental in mainstreaming the region. Mainstreaming
the FATA, or any other region, primarily means developing it. It does not
require merging it with another region which is relatively more developed.
In case of KP, it is not very developed, so how can it mainstream FATA.
So, the main strategy to mainstream FATA is flawed.
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Mismanagement

Pakistan’s debt trap
Muhammad Jahangir

According to the latest figures released by the State Bank, the country's
total debt and liabilities have increased to Rs 30.875 trillion by end-September, 2018, as compared to Rs25.11 trillion at the end of June, 2017
and Rs 29.89 trillion at the end of FY18.
So far as external and liabilities are concerned, these stood at $96.733
billion at the close of September, 2018. During 2017-18, these liabilities
posted a huge increase of $11.86 billion to reach $95.342 billion, exposing
public portfolio debt of the country to huge exchange rate risk. Of the
$96.733 external debt and liabilities, $65 billion comprises long-term debt
while over $31 billion is in short-term debt. Significantly, round 32 percent
of the total public debt stock is denominated in foreign currency.
The phenomenal increase in overall debt and liabilities during the last
few years is a matter of serious concern. The main reason for this is bad
financial management by successive governments. As we all know, a large
part of the budget goes into debt servicing, leaving little room for development expenditures which badly affects the prospects of growth, besides
adversely affecting social sectors like health and education. To quote one
figure, interest payments during FY18 have amounted to Rs 1500 billion
out of the total current expenditures of Rs 5854 billion. This expenditure is
also the highest in the budget and almost equal to the total development
expenditures of Rs 1584 billion during 2017-18. Other factors driving the
debt burden include the macro-economic imbalances and widening twin
deficits which have quickened the pace of debt accumulation.
Taking foreign loans on floating interest rates is another big blunder
committed by previous governments. In the context of the rising global interest rates, a stressed external account position and the possibility of further depreciation of the rupee in the exchange market necessitate the
allocation of higher rupee resources in the budget for debt servicing. Although the present government is aware of the situation and trying to take
remedial measures, yet the position in the external sector has improved
only a little bit and continues to be precarious in the sense that the huge
current account deficit still exist and is being financed through bilateral
loans and floating of bonds, which would result in higher debt stock and
debt servicing in foreign exchange in future.
Similar is the position with the domestic debt. The overall fiscal deficit
is likely to be higher than the target prescribed for FY19. The performance
of many Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs) also deteriorated over the past
many years, demanding extra allocations from the budget. The government has taken the initiative to set up "Sarmaya-e-Pakistan Holding Ltd
(SPHL)" to get the PSEs out of the administrative control of various ministries and revive loss-making PSEs. But these initiatives are not sufficient
to contain or reduce the outstanding debt and debt servicing of the government. Much more needs to be done to check the mounting level of debt.
Otherwise, the country's options to devote necessary resources to more
important items of expenditure would be further limited.
The latest figures show that the PTI government is now committing the
same mistake as the previous governments. The Pakistan Banao Certificates have been launched which envisage an interest of 6.25 percent for
those maturing in three years and 6.75 percent for those maturing in five
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years. The government is also planning to borrow around Rs200 billion for
the power sector arrears from Islamic financing through a consortium, over
and above the more than Rs100 billion already borrowed from a consortium of banks led by National Bank. This is commercial borrowing from
abroad with a small amortization period and at a high rate of return.
The government has decided to raise debt at a time when both Fitch
and Standard & Poor's, two out of three major global rating agencies, have
downgraded Pakistan's ranking - the former downgraded Pakistan's foreign currency issuer default rating from B to B negative and the latter lowered Pakistan's long-term sovereign credit rating soon after the
government launched the five-year dollar-denominated Pakistan Banao
Certificates from B to B negative. The interest rate on the debt instruments
is more than double the prevalent rate in the international marketplace and
this, coupled with the rupee depreciation, is expected to add exponentially
to Pakistan's external indebtedness in the days ahead.
The PTI government argues that its inheritance with respect to the foreign debt is worse than what the PML-N government faced in 2013; however, by incurring debt on a magnitude that is higher than what was
procured by the PML-N and that too within the first year of its tenure when
the country is facing historically high budget and current account deficits
may prove to be an unwise move. A better option would be to slash current
expenditure and focus more on luring foreign direct investment.
To check the trend of rising debt, the Fiscal Responsibility and Debt
Limitation (FRDL) Act, 2005 was passed after a great deal of discussion
in parliament; It was provided in the Act to reduce revenue deficit to nil by
30th June, 2008, and thereafter maintain a revenue surplus, and ensure
in every financial year up to June, 2013, a reduction in total public debt of
not less than two and a half percent of the estimated GDP. But this law
was violated with impunity by successive governments. The PTI government should invoke the provisions of thies Act and take strict measures to
control the flood of rising debt.
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Education

Reforming our
education system?
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Whenever a new government is installed in Pakistan, there is always a
plenty of talk about reforming the system, especially education and
health sectors. But, mostly these voices start fading
out when the ruling party establishes itself in the corridors of power, and the governance becomes
smooth.
The practice is going on for decades. During this
period, the country experienced rule by military dictators as well as old, experienced political the parties,
including the Pakistan People’s Party and the Pakistan Muslim League. This time around, relatively a
new party, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, led by Kaptan Imran Khan, is in the saddle. During the election
campaign and then soon after the formation of the
government at the Centre as well as in two provinces
– Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, people heard a
lot about reformation of the education system with
one syllabus across the country, from parliamentarians to the prim minister.
Prime Minister Imran Khan identified education reforms as the central theme of his government. His
first 100-day agenda sought to “revolutionise social
services”, including transforming health and education. How much change is brought about in this most
important sector in the coming months and years is
yet to be seen, it is time that the opinions of some educationists and experts in the field are shared with
those at the helm of the educational affairs in the
country.
Mosharraf Zaidi, a development practitioner who
has been leading an education campaign in the country for over a decade, regrets that Pakistan’s entire
education system is based on rote learning. Instead
of providing space to young minds to think critically
— an approach that would lead to creativity and innovation in the process, they are only encouraged to
memorise the whole content and score good grades,
he tells the Cutting Edge at a function in Islamabad.
This is one reason why Pakistani students, especially
those from government schools, struggle to adjust to
education systems, if they get a chance to go abroad
for further studies. Outside Pakistan, there is little demand for what the Pakistani education system is pro-
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ducing, believes the educationist.
The educationist believes that with the addition of creative exercises
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in the syllabus from primary to university levels, and encouragement of
talented students through various incentives in terms of scholarships can
partly bring about a change in the education system for better.
Prof. Dr. Irshad Ahmad Farrukh, secretary, National Accreditation
Council for Teacher Education (NACTE), sees a bigger role for teachers
to play in the reformation of the education system. Talking to the Cutting
Edge in his office at Punjab University Lahore, he says that fair evaluation and selection of teachers at all levels could be basis for establishing
a modern education system in Pakistan. Our educational policymakers
should take note of inappropriate and often illegal recruitment of teachers. Newly-hired teachers should be trained according to the new rules
and instead of dismissing senior unskilled teachers, training programmes
should be organised in educational institutions in order to get senior staff
on board with latest advancements in science and technology.
“They (teachers) should be equipped with modern teaching methodologies through special educational training programmes under the guidance and supervision of academic experts and educationists,” he
suggests.
Dr. Farrukh regrets that a majority of the teachers hired to teach students, especially science subjects, are unskilled, unfamiliar with new
ways of teaching, and unaware of course goals. They choose to stick to
traditional ideas such as the idea that there is nothing more to maths
than numbers, equations or algorithms.
These teachers, says the NACTE secretary, also rely far too much on
solution manuals and also encourage their students to depend solely on
these manuals, which kills the ability of applying their minds he regrets.
A report, titled ‘Powering Pakistan for the 21st century’, published by
Alif Ailaan in 2017, emphasised the pitiful state of education in mathematics and science subjects across the country. According to the published statistics, the average maths score for grade four students in the
National Education Assessment System examination was 433 out of
1,000. The report deduced that a majority of the students scored very
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poorly in computations and geometry.
At the primary level, 2.3% of students could not perform well in numeric operations, while this percentage fell to 1.1% for students during
matriculation. Thies situation is quite alarming and unequivocally highlights the lack of emphasis our educational policy experts and teachers
place on learning outcomes, says Prof. Dr. Obaidullah, a senior teacher
at the Institute of Education and Research (IER), University of the Punjab. The major contributing factor behind students falling behind in maths
and other science subjects is low-quality curriculum content and poor solution manuals, the educationist tells the Cutting Edge.
Mosharraf Zaidi believes lack of appropriate and consistent educational policies and reforms are one of the main reasons for the current
state of affairs in the education sector. Our new government certainly
needs to pay special attention to it, as promised by Prime Minister Imran
Khan and Federal Education Minister Shafqat Mahmood in their various
speeches so far.
The educationist suggests that initially, the Parliament should pass
laws pertaining to the goals and operations of our education system. The
next step would be to redesign and reform the curriculum and rewrite the
textbooks. A team of teachers, education specialists, and subject specialists should be hired under special supervision of the education ministry, while the math book content should be decided on the basis of the
number of hours allocated to teaching and also the number of students
in every class. This is important because in a class where student numbers are low, teachers can give more individual attention to each student.
Mr. Zaidi says the central challenge of education reform in Pakistan
is to improve education quality — measured by ‘student learning outcomes’, or what students are expected to know or be able to do — rapidly, affordably, and at large scale. A World Bank study, conducted few
years back, showed compelling evidence that education quality, rather
than simply years of schooling, is a driver of economic growth and increased equity. Despite this, education reform efforts in Pakistan pay
scant attention to improving what
happens inside the classroom.
They focus instead on improving
school facilities and school management, in part because these
are easier and more visible than
raising standards of teaching and
learning inside classrooms.
The educationist believes low
allocation of funds for education is
one of the main reasons behind
the poor literacy rate and low
quality of education in schools.
These allocations range only between 1.5 and 2.0% of the total
GDP, whereas it should be around
7%. The federal and provincial
governments need to cut down
their expenditures in other sectors
and spend a bigger proportion of
budgets on education, demands
the education campaigner.
Despite all hurdles to the reformation of education in the country,
educationists are optimistic, as
there is no other way out left for
the rulers now. Dr. Irshad Ahmad
Farrukh believes with explosion of
social media in Pakistan also, the
ruling parties would have to pay
attention to the sector sooner or
later. And Mosharraf Zaidi says if
a country, like South Korea, can
change and restructure its education system in no time, why cannot
Pakistan? Only a political will and
some 4% increase in budgetary
allocations for the sector is required, and the country can evolve
a new system of education for its
upcoming generations.
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Economics

Business confidence
on a zigzag course
Muhammad Jahangir

According to a latest survey, consumer confidence in Pakistan remained unchanged at 51.82 index points in January, from 51.82 index
points in December of 2018. In this context, it may be mentioned here
that consumer confidence in Pakistan averaged 43.05 index points from
2012 to 2019, reaching an all-time high of 55.97 in September of 2018
and a record low of 29.05 in May of 2012.
Parallel to consumer confidence and inflation perception surveys, the
State Bank, of Pakistan (SBP) in collaboration with the Institute of Business Administration, has been conducting the Business Confidence Survey since 2017 at a bi-monthly frequency (i e February, April, June,
August, October and December). The survey is designed to obtain the
opinion of firms in the industry and services sector about current and
expected business conditions and major factors affecting their businesses. The SBP, in its pursuit to improve policy formulation, has been
increasing its outreach to various stakeholders for their feedback for
many years now. Specifically, it obtains views of consumers, businesses
and other stakeholders on current and expected economic trends in the
country by directly contacting them through various surveys.
The survey provides an opportunity for businesses to contribute directly to the policy formulation process by sharing their perceptions of
current and future economic and business conditions. Further, the survey provides information to the State Bank regarding the perceptions
of company managers about current and expected business conditions
and major factors affecting these conditions. It covers both present
views on production, hiring of employees, demand for credit and economic conditions as well as their outlook.It may be added here that the
SBP business survey is largely based on current and expected economic conditions, which are then combined to produce an overall Business Confidence Index (BCI).
“Encouragingly, firms in our survey are planning to hire more employees in the next six months,” the State Bank of Pakistan said in the
August edition of its bi-monthly survey, which obtained the opinion of
business leaders in 500 firms from the industry (manufacturing, construction, retail and wholesale trade) and services sector.
Over the last six months, the central bank has gradually increased
its policy rate to make commercial borrowing more expensive. Expensive loans means businesses may put a stop to new investment (other
than necessary ones) and the government will have to borrow less and
undertake fewer projects, which will translate into a slowdown in job
creation. As pointed out by experts, macro-economic policies are
geared towards achieving economic stability and are likely to affect
large-scale manufacturing. Consequently, economic activity may slow
down in the financial year ending June 2019.
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At present, the economy is facing multiple challenges. The government is spending more than it earns, which means every year there is
a Rs2.2 trillion loss or deficit. Compounding this problem is the fact that
our monthly imports exceed exports by $2.7 billion. This double loss,
coupled with rising inflation, is likely to compromise the sustainability
of high real economic growth.
The latest business confidence index shows there are more negative views about the emerging economic situation. There is also some
marginal deterioration in perceptions relating to production and employment. However, when it comes to expected economic conditions, the
business community maintains a positive perception.
It may be recalled here that in the August 2018 wave of the BCS,
444 firms successfully completed the survey. SBP's headline "Overall
Business Confidence" was composed of two sub-indices of "Current
Business Confidence" and "Expected Business Confidence". The perceptions of respondents regarding both current and expected economic
and business conditions changed during the last six months. The business confidence index declined for both the industry and services sectors. For industry, it declined from a level of 47 in June 2018 to 45 in
August 2018. Similarly, for the services sector it changed from 48 to
46. The main driving factor for thies decline in business confidence is
the views of survey respondents regarding the general economic conditions in the country. There is also some marginal deterioration in perceptions regarding production and employment.
It is notable that the percentage share of strong positive views has
declined in recent months. Similarly, the share of strong negative views
has declined from 14 percent to 11 percent. On the other hand, percentage share of positive, neutral and negative views increased by 2
percent each over the same period. The Expected Business Confidence Survey revealed that there is a clear and pronounced increase
in both services and industry. Furthermore, the share of firms having
positive views of the current economic and business environment and
for economy and business conditions in the next six month is significantly higher.
Contrary to the case of the current business confidence index, a detailed analysis of results reveals different pattern of movement from the
shares of neutral, moderately negative and strong negative views towards moderately positive and strong positive views. There is a significant positive shift in the perception of businesses regarding future
economic and business conditions. Encouragingly, firms in the survey
are planning to hire more employees in the next six months. This is a
positive sign for the growth and employment prospects for the current
fiscal year.
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Kashmir

Avoiding a battle
of hatred
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

India and Pakistan have waged two wars over Kashmir and are now nuclear
armed. Even before both countries won their independence from Britain in August 1947, Kashmir was hotly contested.
India has warned Pakistan that it would retaliate for an attack on Feb 14.
Adil Ahmad, a homegrown, local Kashmiri militant, rammed an SUV packed
with explosives into an Indian military convoy, killing 44 paramilitary personnel
and himself. India has blamed both Pakistan and Jaish-e-Mohammad, a proscribed organisation in both India and Pakistan, for what it classifies as a ‘terrorist’ attack. Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs responded by saying that
the attack was a matter of grave concern and that Pakistan condemned the
heightened acts of violence in the Kashmir valley.
Pakistan rejected India's latest accusation. It denies giving material aid to
Muslim separatist fighters in Kashmir. Prime Minister Imran Khan has strongly
condemned that India levelled allegations without any supporting evidence; he
also cited India’s tendency to blame Pakistan for any incidents occurring in
India-held Kashmir without engaging in dialogue to resolve the Kashmir issue.
"We have repeatedly seen India arrogating to itself the role of judge, jury
and executioner," the Pakistani foreign ministry said in a statement. Since their
independence 72 years ago, India and Pakistan have fought three wars.
India has long accused Pakistan of training and arming militants and helping
them infiltrate across the heavily militarized Line of Control (LoC) that separates
the two sides in the region. Pakistan said India's accusations stemmed from
its attempts to divert the world attention from its "state terrorism" and "brutalization of peaceful, unarmed Kashmiris".
More specifically, the right of Kashmiris to self-determination has been
recognised by the UN through numerous UNSC resolutions. The right to selfdetermination — and the legitimacy to agitate for its realisation — is not in question under international law, a right to which the Kashmiri people are also
entitled.
Indian rhetoric has included threats to militarily retaliate against Pakistan in
reprisal for the Pulwama incident, in contravention of established international
law — including Article 2(4) of the UN Charter — in an act of unilateral and unjustified belligerence. State sponsorship, to the degree where the right to selfdefence is enabled, requires actively controlling and commanding such outfits.
While Pakistan continues to provide moral support to Kashmiris suffering
under occupation, under international law it is not per se unlawful to provide
military support to such territories as well.
However, Indian journalist Santosh Bhartiya, in an open letter to Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi published in Rising Kashmir, wrote that although
"the land of Kashmir is with us, the people of Kashmir are not with us."
The journalist presents findings from a four-day trip to India-held Kashmir
in the letter, addressing the use of excessive force against protesters, the anger
of the Kashmiri people, and the mishandling of the Kashmir issue by India
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particularly by the Modi regime. Further, he commented the situation of democracy, but just massacres. Different voices have started to rise in India, ranging
from Yashwant Singh, former Indian finance minister, former Indian Supreme
Court Justice Merqunde, to Bollywood stars.
An entire generation that was born in 1952 has not seen a single day of
democracy and has never experienced what democracy is all about. People
in Kashmir wonder why they don’t deserve a normal life as the people of other
states in India live and enjoy democracy. Will they carry on their lives in fear of
guns, bullets, pellets, and day-to-day massacres?
Under the partition plan provided by the Indian Independence Act, Kashmir
was free to accede to India or Pakistan.
The population of the Indian-administered state of Jammu and Kashmir is
more than 60% Muslim, making it the only state within India where Muslims
are in majority.
High unemployment and complaints of heavy-handed tactics by the security
forces battling street protesters and fighting insurgents have aggravated the
problem.
The protesters blinded by pellets in Kashmir
The insurgency in the state has ebbed and flowed since 1989, but the region witnessed a fresh wave of violence after the death of 22-year-old leader
Burhan Wani in July 2016.
In 2018, the death toll for militants and security forces in Kashmir touched
the highest point in a decade, according to official figures, with 356 killed.
Human rights groups put the civilian fatalities at over 100. No expert believes
the situation will improve in the short term.
The incident in Sirnoo, in the district of Pulwama, illustrates the turn for the
worse. As the security forces carry out operations, they are frequently confronted by crowds of people who, rather than scattering, try to block their way.
Undeniably, India used “excessive force that led to unlawful killings and a
very high number of injuries,” according to a report released in June by the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights. The report also cited
India’s use of “inherently inaccurate and indiscriminate” pellet-firing shotguns
as a means of crowd dispersal, which left hundreds blinded. India rejected the
report’s findings.
The upturn in violence coincided with the absence of any meaningful political process to address Kashmiri grievances on the part of the federal government, whose embrace of Hindu chauvinism has distressed Muslims across
India.
In this context, it is, therefore, imperative that Pakistan and India work towards a genuine resolution to the Kashmir issue peacefully, and in line with the
aspirations of the Kashmiri people rather than involving themselves in rhetoric
and vitriol to isolate the other in the international community and delay the resolution of the dispute.
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Society

Law, morality and
extremism in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

It is an established fact that law and morality, two very complex, abstract
and abstruse notions, are rendering yeoman’s services in regulating and
controlling societies, joining scattered groups, keeping order and unity in
the world.
History sheds light on the paramount importance of law and morality in
controlling people’s attitude and shaping society. Without them, there
could not have been any oraginsed group, society, institution, city, state,
concept of reward and punishment, legitimate and illegitimate, justice and
injustice, right and wrong, love and hate, good and bad, virtue and vice,
etc. in the world. Toynbee declares that justice and moral rules have created all the known 26 civilisations. While, they crumbled due to injustice
and immorality along with some other common reasons.
Law, “the system of rules which a particular country or community
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recognises as regulating the actions of its members and which it may enforce by the imposition of penalties”, changes with new developments in
society and morality. As far as the functions of law are concerned, different
thinkers have different views. Aristotle, Thomas Hobbs, Thomas Aquinas,
etc. believe law should follow moral principles. Aristotle says: “just law allows individuals to fulfil themselves in society”. Positivists like John Austin,
Hans Kelson, and H. L. A. Hart etc. declare morality should be separated
from law. Legal Realists like Jerome Frank and Karl Llewellyn say law
should be seen as “what it is rather than what it ought to be”. While, Marxists see law as a tool that the Bourgeoisie uses to control the Proletariat.
While, morality, “a personal or social set of standards for good or bad behaviour and character, or the quality of being right and honest”, is the very
foundation of a society. Rulers, like law, could use morality to protect their
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own partisan interests. Machiavelli says politics have no relation to morals.
While, Napoleon Bonaparte asserts “Religion is what keeps the poor from
murdering the rich.” It means that law and morality could be used positively
as well as negatively.
Unfortunately, the ruling elite is using both law and morality negatively
in Pakistan. With these tools, the ruling elite is controlling, ruling and deceiving the poor people of Pakistan. Law is protecting and prolonging their
cruel rule. Nawaz Sharif, who is a proven corrupt man, is still wielding his
power of wealth and politics from jail in Pakistan. Law has given a relief to
him, his daughter Maryam and brother Shahbaz Sharif. He told many lies
even in the parliament. But, shamelessly, he has termed his statements
as political statements, not morally wrong. His all supporters, including religious parties, have accepted his logic. In their eyes, to lie in politics is not
a sin or crime. Zardari, who proved himself a mentally ill man in the court
of a foreign country, was later elected as the President of Pakistan. There
are many cases of corruption against him, his sister, PPP Sindh government members and close friends, like Malik Riaz. But, he and his party’s
members, like Khursheed Shah, are openly threatening the PTI government with a movement if they will be arrested. All PPP supporters accept
his corruption and lies as something normal and ethical. They are not willing to accept their corruption as a sin or crime. Imran Khan, who has lead
a life of playboy, takes pride in breaking his promise by terming it U-turn.
He has, shamelessly, accommodated many downright corrupt politicians
in his government. It clearly shows, practically, he does not believe in
morality. He is using justice, honesty, patriotism, corruption-free Pakistan
to deceive the people of Pakistan. With his approval Shahbaz Sharif is
heading the PAC (Public Account Committee). In short, in the eyes of the
ruling elite, to tell lies and betray the country and its people is not an immoral act.
The ruling elite has also created extremism to protect their own partisan
interests in the country. This extremism has killed many innocent people
and divided society. But, now, the government and judiciary are taking
some steps to curb extremism and corruption.
In this regard, in the National Security Committee, held under PM Imran
Khan, announced that the state cannot be allowed to “become hostage to
extremism”. So, an action against some religious parties has started. It is
a very good step, but efforts should be made to change the mind-set of
students who are studying in madrassahs in the country. Madrassah reforms should be introduced as soon as possible if we want to create a
moderate society. The establishment has tried to ban militant organisations
many times in the past, but they come back with new names. The Musharraf government banned many sectarian and jihadi groups in 2002, yet the
effort proved futile as the groups continued to spread hate and violence
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among the people with new names. The establishment has also tried to
bring the extremists groups into mainstream politics. Thies effort has also
proved failure. The TLP’s case can be presented here to prove that these
parties promote extremism not only in politics but also in the country. The
government should also try to stop fundraising of these organisations.
Their organisational and communication systems should also be targeted
to halt extremist ideas. The Punjab government has taken over a madrassah linked with Jaish-e-Mohammad in Bahawalpur. It is a good step. The
government should also take every step to implement the NAP fully in the
country, if it wants to get rid of extremism. Every effort should be taken to
shut down madrassahs, who which are spreading hate and extremism
among the people.
It is also very heartening that the Apex Court has issued a strong verdict in the 2017 Faizabad sit-in case. The verdict of a two-member
Supreme Court bench consisting of Justice Qazi Faez Isa and Justice
Musheer Alam, can be termed a watershed moment in Pakistan’s constitutional history.
“A person issuing an edict or fatwa, which harms another or puts another in harm’s way, must be criminally prosecuted under the Pakistan
Penal Code, the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 or the Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act, 2016”, ordered the SC. “When institutions stay within their
designated constitutional boundaries and there is an effective system of
check and balance, citizens stay safe and the state prospers. The trouble
starts with self-proclaimed saviours,” reads the judgement.
“Those who resort to abuse, hate and violence should never be pampered, instead they should fear the state, its police and intelligence agencies,” observed the verdict, authored by Justice Qazi Faez Isa.
About the responsibilities of the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), the verdict says, “if a political party does not comply with the law
governing political parties, then the ECP must proceed against it in accordance with the law, which is, most certainly not, cosmetic.” Broadcasters
who broadcast messages advocating or inciting the commission of an offence violated the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra)
Ordinance and the terms of their licences and must be proceeded against
in accordance with the law, the verdict said.
With this historic verdict, the Apex Court has fulfilled its responsibility
is very difficult and threatening times. It is now the duty of the PTI government and other state institutions to abide by the verdict. They should implement it in letter and spirit, if they want to get rid of extremism and fatwas.
But, unfortunately, the checkered history of Pakistan tells that the ruling
elite likes to implement those verdicts quickly and readily, which enhance
its power and wealth. Anything which decreases its influence is taken for
granted.
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Your View
Tax refunds

Marble factories
DESPITE the fact that Buner is a backward district, it is one of the

THE salaried class tax — particularly for government ser-

beautiful places in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Although Buner has a lot

vants — is calculated on the basis of annual salary and de-

of tourism potential and there are some amazing tourist spots, yet

ducted in installments over the year. It is only in the last

there are two factors which can damage its natural beauty and

three months of a fiscal year that a tax adjustment is made

charm. One, the growing and flourishing marble industry, which has

by producing relevant documents. If a salaried class tax

boosted the economic status of its people to a considerable extent,

payer buys a 1300cc car in the last months of a fiscal

it has also put a negative impact on the environment. There have

year,the Rs30,000 tax he paid to buy the car should be reim-

been incidents where waste from the factory was released into

bursed if his only source of income is salary. However, this

fresh water streams and rivers. This, in return, damages the local

amount in the last few months cannot be adjusted as most of

fishing industry. Secondly, the excessive use of polythene or plastic

his tax stands deducted. The only option is to claim a refund

bags poses an alarming threat to the lives of the people. One can

by filing a request with the Federal Board of Revenue. It is

see heaps of plastic bags in every village of the district. Keeping in

distressing that the FBR has never reimbursed the excess

view the looming threat to the clean and green environment of

amount paid as tax. One prays this government will change

Buner, the district administration has replaced polythene bags with

thies mindset of the FBR

biodegradable bags in the markets and bazaars of the district. In

Ahmed Rafiq

this regard, the district administration distributed almost 500,000

Islamabad

biodegradable bags, free of cost, among shopkeepers to use as alternative for polythene bags. Likewise, the district administration
has also started a campaign against marble factories which are polluting water streams and canals with their waste. Moreover, the fac-

Book bank

tories located on the roadside will also be shut down, so that the

BOOKS and libraries are directly linked with the cultural richness

people of the area can breathe in fresh air.

of people. Libraries may be called the book bank and their role is
Shaukat Hayat Buneri
Village Chinglai, Buner

no less than that of monetary bank in any way.
The later plays a positive role in the physical prosperity of a people, the former plays a vital role in intellectual nourishment. The
trend to visit libraries is diminishing day by day.
The libraries’ management should come forward to revive the

Dismal economy

trend by facilitating and providing best services to readers. Quali-

THE rupee and the stock market have been on a decline owing to

fied and professional librarians can make a huge difference.
Dr. Muhammad Javed

our weak currency. This is making imports more expensive. Busi-

Lahore

nesspeople are shifting their capital abroad and the people feel that
the taxes they pay are not being utilised properly.
Urgent remedial measures are needed to revive the economy.
Naveed Latif
Lahore

Industrial revolution
THE country is not prepared to deal with the challenges thrown
up by the fourth industrial revolution. Thus, it is also not in a position to avail itself of the opportunities it offers.

Increase in gas prices

Pakistan must hone the technical skills of its human resources
and draw up a strategy to reduce the impact of losing jobs to au-

I USED to pay Rs250 per month as gas charges. Yes, I run a

tomation, artificial intelligence and internet resources.

geyser throughout the year and I cook at home as well, so I do not

Although automation advance is inevitable, yet technical jobs like

understand why this month my bill ran up to Rs1,380. How is this

plumbers, electricians, welders, carpenters, scaffolders, shop ma-

possible? I live with my husband and we do not use much gas. How

chinists, field machinists, auto technicians, auto mechanics and

is it possible that we have been using gas and paying Rs250 for

vehicle drivers remain safe for the near future.

several months, maybe years, and now all of a sudden it has shot

There is a need for the government to come up with plans to train

up to almost Rs1,400? How does this make sense?

our work force for the world of tomorrow.
Afshan
Karachi
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Nishata Khan
Peshawar
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The spread of Europe’s giant stone
monuments may trace back to one region

A new 2-D material uses light to
quickly and safely purify water

Bruce Bower

Jeremy Rehm

From simple rock arches to
Stonehenge, tens of thousands
of imposing stone structures dot
Europe’s landscapes. The origins of these megaliths have
long been controversial. A new
study suggests that large rock
constructions first appeared in France and spread across Europe in three waves.

Using light, a prototype “green”
material can purify enough daily
drinking water for four people in
just one hour. In tests, it killed
nearly 100 percent of bacteria in
10 liters of water, researchers
report.

The earliest megaliths were built in what’s now northwestern France as early
as around 6,800 years ago, says archaeologist Bettina Schulz Paulsson of
the University of Gothenburg in Sweden. Knowledge of these stone constructions then spread by sea to societies along Europe’s Atlantic and
Mediterranean coasts, she contends in a study. “European megaliths were
products of mobile, long-distance sea travelers,” Schulz Paulsson says.
Around 35,000 megalithic graves, standing stones, stone circles and stone
buildings or temples still exist, many located near coastlines. Radiocarbon
dating has suggested that these structures were built between roughly 6,500
and 4,500 years ago.

This new material, a 2-D sheet of graphitic carbon nitride, is a photocatalyst:
It releases electrons when illuminated to create destructive oxygen-based
chemicals that destroy microbes. The design avoids pitfalls of other similar
technology. Today’s most effective photocatalysts contain metals that can
leach into water as toxic pollutants. Others are non-metallic, like the new 2D sheets, but are less efficient because they hold onto electrons more tightly.
Materials scientist Guoxiu Wang of the University of Technology Sydney and
colleagues created ultrathin sheets of graphitic carbon nitride and added
chemical groups like acids and ketones that lure electrons toward the
sheets’ edges. There, the electrons jump onto oxygen atoms in water to
form such microbe-dissolving oxygen chemicals as hydrogen peroxide.

Scholars a century ago thought that megaliths originated in the Near East
or the Mediterranean area and spread elsewhere via sea trading or land
migrations by believers in a megalithic religion. But as absolute dates for
archaeological sites began to emerge in the 1970s, several researchers
argued that megaliths emerged independently among a handful of European farming communities. Schulz Paulsson used statistical tests to identify
a model that best explained the origin and spread of 154 dated megalith
sites. Her calculations relied on 2,410 radiocarbon dates. Some sites included presumed megalith precursors, such as small graves dug into the
ground or large earthen monuments, that aided in reconstructing where
and when megaliths first spread.

The design killed 99.9999 percent of bacteria, including E. coli, in a 50-milliliter water sample. That’s as efficient as the best metal-based catalyst. And
it killed microbes more quickly than previous best metal-free photocatalysts,
which take over an hour to achieve what the new design did in 30 minutes.
The team then attached the nanosheets to the inside surface of plastic bags,
purifying 10 liters of water in an hour. “Our motive was to develop an efficient
way to use sunlight to produce water for undeveloped or remote regions
without a central supply of clean water,” Wang says, noting that the carbon
and nitrogen composition should make the material inexpensive. The researchers next aim to work with engineers to scale up the design for commercial use.
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Health

Could diet sodas raise older women's stroke risk?
Alan Mozes
Older women, beware: New research warns that drinking a lot of diet sodas
or artificially sweetened fruit juices may increase your risk for stroke.
In a study that tracked nearly 82,000 older women, those who drank two or
more diet drinks per day, saw their overall stroke risk rise by 23 percent,
compared with those who consumed diet drinks less than once a week.
Blocked arteries were often the main culprit, with heavy diet drink consumption linked to a 31 percent greater risk for an ischemic stroke, which is triggered by a clot, the study findings showed. Study author Yasmin
Mossavar-Rahmani acknowledged that an "association does not imply causation." But she stressed that the findings held up even after taking into account the nutritional value of each participant's overall diet. So, "we can't
assume these diet drinks are harmless, particularly when consumed at high
levels," Mossavar-Rahmani said.
"The take-home message is that these findings give us pause," she added.
"We need to do more research on why we are seeing these associations.
What are the scientific mechanisms? Is there something about the artificial
sweeteners, for example, that affect the bacteria in the gut and lead to health
issues?" Mossavar-Rahmani is an associate professor in the department of
epidemiology and population health's division of health promotion and nutrition
research at Albert Einstein College of Medicine, in New York City. The study
authors pointed out that the American Heart Association (AHA) has recently
underscored the lack of sufficient research into the cardiovascular impact of
diet sodas. Until more work is done, the AHA says the jury remains out on
whether artificially sweetened beverages do or do not hasten heart disease.
Women in the latest study were between 50 and 79 when they first enrolled
in the Women's Health Initiative trial between 1993 and 1998. Investigators

tracked the general health of all the enrollees for an average of nearly 12
years. During that time -- at the three-year mark -- all the women were asked
to indicate how frequently they consumed diet sodas and diet fruit drinks over
a three-month period.
After taking into consideration a variety of stroke risk factors -- including
blood pressure status, smoking history and age -- the study team concluded
that heavy consumption of diet drinks did appear to be tied to cardiovascular
risks in a number of ways. For example, those women who drank two or
more diet beverages a day saw their overall risk for developing heart disease increase by 29 percent. They were also 16 percent more likely to die
prematurely from any cause. Certain groups fared even worse: Among
obese women and black women with no history of heart disease or diabetes, a diet drink habit pushed clot-driven stroke risk up by roughly twofold
and fourfold, respectively, the researchers reported. Whether or not the findings would apply to either men or younger women remains unclear, the
study authors noted.

Ultraprocessed foods tied to higher death risk
Mary Elizabeth Dallas
They may be convenient, but eating ultraprocessed foods could increase
your risk of early death, a new study warns.
"Ultraprocessed foods are mostly consumed in the form of snacks,
desserts, or ready-to-eat or -heat meals," and their consumption "has
largely increased during the past several decades," wrote the authors of
the study which included more than 44,000 adults, 45 and older, in
France who were followed for two years. The researchers found that
each 10 percent increase in the amount of ultraprocessed foods consumed was associated with a 14 percent higher risk of early death. Ultraprocessed foods accounted for more than 14 percent of the weight of
total food consumed by the participants, and about 29 percent of their
total calories.
Further research is need to confirm the study findings, said the authors,
who suggested that additives, packaging (chemicals get into the food
during storage) and the processing itself (including high-temperature processing) may be why ultraprocessed foods can harm health. The "findings make sense, given what we know to date about the deleterious
effects of food additives on brain function and health, but the effects observed are very small," Molly Bray, chairwoman of the department of nutritional sciences at the University of Texas at Austin, told CNN. She was
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not involved in the study.
.There are many kinds of ultraprocessed foods and the study could not
pinpoint exactly what might make them a threat to health, according to
Nurgul Fitzgerald, associate professor, Department of Nutritional Sciences
at Rutgers University. She was not involved in the study. "Some factors
may be more harmful or less harmful than others. It's really too complex,"
Fitzgerald said and added that we can't "run with" these results.
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Film

The Maestro

All Is True

Nick Schager

Helen O'hara

The expert in question in
The Maestro is famed
composer Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco (Xander
Berkeley), who over the
course of his career contributed to more than 200
movies, many as a “ghost
composer.” Yet the real focus of
Adam Cushman’s film is actually Jerry Herst (Leo Marks), an aspiring musician who in 1945 Los Angeles became one of Castelnuovo-Tedesco’s
students.
By consigning its most interesting character to a supporting role, this
amiable slice of fictionalized history loses a good deal of its heft.
Nonetheless, solid direction and a charming Berkeley turn help it stave
off insubstantiality, and should make it an appealing option for those interested in a pleasant alternative to big-studio fare. Wearing darkrimmed glasses, boasting a gray beard and hair that sticks out in slight
tufts from the side of his balding head, and puffing away from his cigarette holder, the Italian-born Castelnuovo-Tedesco is introduced telling
an older pupil, “If you were to have been famous, it would have happened by now.” Such no-nonsense assessments are precisely what new
apprentice Herst craves, given that, following his brief WWII service, he’s
abandoned his family and paramour (who waited for him during the war)
to see if he has what it takes to make it in the cinema music scene. And
no matter that he has a former number one pop hit to his credit, his selfdoubt is mounting by the minute.

Jellyfish
Ian Freer
Set in the kind of depressed seaside town in winter that Morrissey
writes songs about, James Gardner’s Jellyfish is a character
study of troubled teenager
Sarah. She is the primary caretaker in a financially/emotionally
depleted family consisting of a bipolar mother (Sinead Matthews) and
two lively twins (Henry Lile, Jemima Newman) too young to understand
the bleakness of their circumstances.
Sarah has it tough outside the nest, too. Bullied and blanked at school, she
works in a low-rent amusement arcade, servicing the obese clientele with
hand-shandies in a back alley for extra cash. With her mother forgetting to
pay the rent, she is forced into other money-making schemes involving seducing a local estate agent king (Tomos Eames) and then blackmailing him
by revealing she is under-age — the scene ends with a Hitchcockian use
of a camera withdrawing from the horror into a busy street.
It’s hardly a wonderful life — the avalanche of misery Gardner piles on
stretches credulity — but an outlet for Sarah’s frustrations comes when
her drama teacher (the ever-dependable Cyril Nri) suggests she tries
stand-up comedy for an upcoming performance at a local theatre.
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Films about Shakespeare’s life
have ranged from the delightfully frivolous (Shakespeare In
Love) to the historically outrageous (Anonymous). But longtime Bard-botherer Kenneth
Branagh has taken a more personal, meditative approach, building a closely observed family drama on
the little that we know about history’s greatest playwright.
In 1613, a misfiring cannon during a performance of his (worst) play,
Henry VIII or ‘All Is True’, burns down the Globe Theatre, and William
Shakespeare (Branagh, in disappointing prosthetics) is bereft. He heads
home to Stratford, where his wife Anne (Dench) and unmarried daughter
Judith (Wilder) live in the splendid home that his plays have funded, near
his daughter Susanna (Lydia Wilson) and her puritanical doctor husband,
John Hall (Hadley Fraser). William is a distant figure to these people, an
absentee father who has spent 20 years managing his theatre at the expense of his family. His attempts to resume his place as head of the
household feel ill-fitting; like the coat of arms he bought to secure his
status as a gentleman, they are awkward trappings he feels he should
have rather than something natural.
Shakespeare’s true obsession, however, is the missing family member,
Hamnet, who died at the age of only 11. His father is belatedly grieving,
planning a sort of memorial garden and re-opening old wounds as he
discusses Hamnet with his wife and daughters.

Happy Death Day 2U
Ben Travis
With 2017’s Happy
Death Day, budget horror maestros Blumhouse
shamelessly
pilfered
Groundhog
Day’s time-loop premise
and bolted on a slasher
twist, tasking arboreallynamed heroine Tree
(Rothe) with solving her own murder. While that film revelled in its own
repetition, the niftily titled Happy Death Day 2U cranks itself into overdrive in doing the over-and-over-again thing, well, again.
Exploring the timey-wimey implications of parallel dimensions, new
loops and quantum meddling, 2U is more Back To The Future Part II
(a reference point the film itself acknowledges) meets Scream 2, and
disproves the latter’s theory that “sequels suck”. Returning director
and co-writer Christopher Landon hews closely to the template of the
original (there’s a brief in-film recap, but swotting up beforehand is advisable) with a sequel that’s less a re-do than a remix, restaging familiar set-ups with playful new results — this is a madder, more meta
movie that gleefully pushes the high-concept and the humour further
and further, reinventing, referencing and reversing upon itself with joyous abandon.
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Books

The Moment of Lift

The Mister

Melinda Gates

E L James

Her goal, as co-chair of the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, has been to find solutions for
people with the most urgent needs, wherever
they live. Throughout this journey, one thing has
become increasingly clear to her: if you want to
lift a society up, invest in women. Candid and
inspiring, in The Moment of Lift, Gates traces
her awakening to the link between women’s empowerment and the health of societies. She
shows some of the tremendous opportunities
that exist right now to 'turbo-charge' change.
And she provides simple and effective ways
each one of us can make a difference. Convinced that all women should
be free to decide whether and when to have children, Gates took her first
step onto the global stage to make a stand for family planning. That step
launched her into further efforts: to ensure women everywhere have access to every kind of job; to encourage men around the globe to share
equally in the burdens of household work; to advocate for paid family leave
for everyone; to eliminate gender bias in all its forms. Throughout, Gates
introduces us to her heroes in the movement towards equality, offers startling data, shares moving conversations she’s had with women from all
over the world – and shows how we can all get involved. A personal statement of passionate conviction, this book tells of Gates’ journey from a partner working behind the scenes to one of the world’s foremost advocates
for women, driven by the belief that no one should be excluded, all lives
have equal value, and gender equality is the lever that lifts everything.

London, 2019. Life has been easy for Maxim
Trevelyan. With his good looks, aristocratic connections, and money, he’s never had to work. But
all that changes when tragedy strikes and Maxim
inherits his family’s noble title, wealth, and estates, and all the responsibility that entails. It’s a
role he’s not prepared for and one that he struggles to face. But his biggest challenge is fighting
his desire for an unexpected, enigmatic young
woman who’s recently arrived in England, possessing little more than a dangerous and troublesome past. Reticent, beautiful, and musically gifted, she’s an alluring
mystery, and Maxim’s longing for her deepens into a passion that he’s never
experienced and dares not name. Just who is Alessia Demachi? Can Maxim
protect her from the malevolence that threatens her?

The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs
Steve Brusatte
Sixty-six million years ago the dinosaurs
were wiped from the face of the earth.
Today, Dr. Steve Brusatte, one of the leading scientists of a new generation of dinosaur hunters, armed with cutting edge
technology, is piecing together the complete story of how the dinosaurs ruled the
earth for 150 million years. The world of the
dinosaurs has fascinated on book and
screen for decades – from early science fiction classics like The Lost World, to Godzilla
terrorizing the streets of Tokyo, and the
monsters of Jurassic Park. But what if we
got it wrong? In The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs, top dinosaur expert Brusatte, tells the real story of how dinosaurs
rose to dominate the planet. Using the fossil clues that have been gathered
using state of the art technology, Brusatte follows these magnificent creatures from their beginnings in the Early Triassic period, through the Jurassic
period to their final days in the Cretaceous and the legacy that they left behind. Along the way, Brusatte introduces us to modern day dinosaur hunters
and gives an insight into what it’s like to be a paleontologist. The Rise and
Fall of the Dinosaurs is full of thrilling accounts of some of his personal discoveries, including primitive human-sized tyrannosaurs, monstrous carnivores even larger than T. rex, and feathered raptor dinosaurs preserved in
lava from China.
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Floored
Sara Barnard
It is a unique collaborative novel by seven bestselling
and award-winning authors: Sara Barnard, Holly
Bourne, Tanya Byrne, Non Pratt, Melinda Salisbury,
Lisa Williamson and Eleanor Wood. When they got
in the lift that morning, they were strangers. Sasha,
who is at the UK's biggest TV centre desperately trying to deliver a parcel; Hugo, who knows he's by far
the richest – and best-looking – guy in the lift; Velvet,
who regrets wearing the world's least comfortable
shoes to work experience; Dawson, who isn't the
good-looking teen star he was and desperate not to be recognized; Kaitlyn,
who's slowly losing her sight but won't admit it, and Joe, who shouldn't be
there at all, but who wants to be there the most. And one more person, who
will bring them together again on the same day every year.

The Fork, the Witch and the Worm
Christopher Paolini
It's been a year since Eragon departed Alagaësia
in search of the perfect home to train a new generation of Dragon Riders. Now he is struggling with
an endless sea of tasks: constructing a vast dragonhold, wrangling with suppliers, guarding dragon
eggs and dealing with belligerent Urgals and
haughty elves. Then a vision from the Eldunarí, unexpected visitors and an exciting Urgal legend offer
a much-needed distraction and a new perspective.
This volume features three original stories set in
Alagaësia, interspersed with scenes from Eragon's own unfolding adventure. Included is an excerpt from the memoir of the unforgettable witch
and fortune-teller Angela the herbalist, penned by Angela Paolini, the inspiration for the character, herself! Relish the incomparable imagination
of Christopher Paolini in this thrilling new collection of stories based in the
world of the Inheritance Cycle.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Try to have patience and refrain from being judgmental. You can make financial gains through
investments and dealing with other people's
money. Romance can surface if you get into
some of those fitness programs you've been
putting off. Opportunities to meet new lovers will
I come through pleasure trips or social events.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Outdoor sports events should entice you.
Your childlike quality may get you into big
trouble this week if you neglect your responsibilities. You are best not to retaliate
if members of your household are trying to
pick a fight. If they don't want to get involved, work by yourself.Your lucky day
this week will be Saturday.

Don't hesitate to take short trips. Move into
a leadership position if you are determined
to do so. You may have a problem with
someone you live with if you don't include
them in your gathering. You will meet a person who may turn out to be more than just a
friend. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Look closely at motives and honesty in your
personal encounters. Take some time out.
Stick to your own projects and by the end of
the day you'll shine. Your obviously unique
way of doing things has caught the eye of
someone in a higher position. Your lucky day
this week will be Friday.

Your ability to put a deal together will surprise others. Focus on your domestic scene.
Get together with friends or relatives. You
can write beautiful love letters this week. Do
not be surprised if your partner doesn't understand your needs. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Tempers could boil if someone you work with
has not been pulling their weight. Emotional
upset may prevail on the domestic scene if
you have neglected your duties or your mate.
The experience will be good. Romantic encounters are evident through travel or educational pursuits. Your lucky day this week will
be Saturday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You might find that delays will cause setbacks and upset. Small business ventures
can earn you extra cash. You can gain distinction; however, it may be for the wrong
reasons. Things at home may be somewhat
rocky. Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Major moves will be emotional and not necessarily to your benefit. If you are not already,
think about going into business for yourself.
Don't gamble unless you can afford to lose. Difficulties with female members of your family
may result in estrangement's. Your lucky day
this week will be Thursday.

If you can work at home, do so. You should
put your efforts into creative projects. You
can buy or sell if you're so inclined. Things
have been moving so quickly that you need
to do something physical to release your
tension. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Social activities that involve the whole family
will be enjoyable. You will drive your emotional
partner crazy this week. Get involved in activities that will be fun for the whole family. You
could be tempted to overspend on unnecessary items. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

Social activities or travel should be in your
plans. Personal problems may be hanging
over your head but don't confront the situation. Get back into a routine that promises a
better looking, more aware individual. You
can gain valuable cultural knowledge
through dealing with foreigners. Your lucky
day this week will be Friday.

Opportunities to make advancements through
good business sense are evident. Get friends
to help you with the preparations. You can
make excellent investments if you are in the
right place at the right time. Your changing
philosophies may lead you into new circles and
open doors that will give you a unique outlook
on life. Your lucky day this week will be Friday.
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