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Politics

PTI: promises vs performance
As months have rolled on, the gap between
promises and performance of the PTI government has become wider. With the actual delivery much below the expectations earlier
raised, the opponents have declared the government an abject failure and a total disaster.
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Economics

Fading hopes
Shahid Hussain

The economy is in disarray. The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has
failed to meet the revenue target. The rupee’s freefall continues. Heavy
gas bills have robbed people of their incomes. Petrol and diesel prices
have reached nine-month high. The government has announced a Rs2
per unit hike in power tariff in the next two months. The first seven months
of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government have been the hardest
for the people of the country and coming days forecast even more misery
and suffering for them.
Inflation has already hit five-year high in the country. Measured through
the consumer price index (CPI), inflation surged to 9.4pc in March 2019,
the period when global oil prices started rising, undermining earlier gains,
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics reported. Over the past three months,
prices of fresh vegetables, fruits and meat have posted persistent increase
in major urban centres. The average inflation during the July-March period
rose by 6.79pc on a yearly basis. While the government had projected 6pc
annual inflation for the current financial year, the figure was crossed in
February. The average inflation was 3.92pc in financial year 2017-18 and
4.16pc the year before.
The government has also increased prices of all petroleum products
by up to 6.45 per cent for April as the international crude price inched up
by less than 2pc over the last month. Petrol and diesel prices were increased by Rs6 per litre while kerosene and light diesel oil (LDO) were
jacked up by Rs3 per litre, according to an official announcement. With a
5.36pc increase, the ex-depot price of high speed diesel (HSD) was set at
Rs117.43 per litre — the highest since July 2018. The ex-depot price of
petrol was fixed at Rs98.89 per litre — also a nine-month high, with an increase of 6.45pc. The Oil & Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) had worked
out about Rs11.17 increase in the price of HSD per litre and Rs11.91.71
hike in the petrol price.
The government has already announced that electricity tariff would be
gradually increased by Rs2.25-2.50 per unit in three phases and circular
debt would be brought down to Rs250 billion by the end of December. Addressing a press conference, Minister for Power Omar Ayub Khan said the
first increase of about Rs1 per unit or so would come into force over the
next two to three months. The remaining increase would follow in about
two quarters. The previous government had delayed a notification of tariff,
determined by the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA)
because of its electoral compulsions. The NEPRA had determined the
power tariff increase of Rs3.66 per unit, but it was not passed on and, as
a result, the circular debt ballooned to worrisome level. The government
has already raised the tariff by Rs1.27 per unit.
The rupee’s depreciation against the dollar continues despite increasing inflows and rise in country’s foreign exchange reserves. The local currency lost Re1 against the dollar as the greenback traded at Rs142.30 in
the open market. Experts fear the dollar could cross the Rs160 mark in
few months, which would trigger another wave of inflation in the country.
On the other hand, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has projected growth
between 3.5 and 4pc, indicating a sharp decline as compared to 5.2pc
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growth in FY18 or the target of 6.2pc for the current fiscal year. In its second quarterly report, it said the sharp deceleration is already visible across
the board and is attributable to slower growth in agriculture as well as “stabilisation measures taken to preserve macroeconomic stability.” In the previous quarterly report, the SBP had downgraded the growth forecast to a
range between 4 and 4.5pc, significantly lower from the starting year target
of 6.4pc. With the further downgrade, the growth rate is nearly half of what
it was expected when the fiscal year began. The report points out a slowing
economy, rising inflation, persistently high fiscal and external deficits. “The
fiscal deficit continues to stay high despite a sharp cut in development
spending since the beginning of FY19,” the report said, adding that revenue collection had declined and current expenditures increased substantially. The overall fiscal deficit increased to 2.7pc of Gross Development
Product (GDP), up from 2.2pc in the same period of last year. Similarly, a
sharp growth in current expenditures led to a significant increase in the
revenue deficit, which increased to 1.7pc of GDP in the first half of 201819, from 0.5pc last year.
According to National Accounts Committee member and noted economist Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan, Pakistan’s GDP size may contract by 15pc
from $330 billion from financial year 2017-18 to almost $280 billion in 201819 and the per capita income in the country could decline by 16.7pc from
$1,640 to $1,366. “New jobs are created only when real GDP growth continues to stand at 7-8pc every year. As the State Bank of Pakistan has estimated the growth at 3.5-4pc in the current financial year and if Pakistan
joins the IMF loan programme, GDP growth will remain the same for the
next three year. It means the economy will not be able to absorb new entrants in the job market. Therefore, the pool of unemployed youths will
keep growing,” he argues. He also feared the government could never be
able to initiate and complete its flagship project of five million houses in
the situation.
On the other hand, Finance Minister Asad Umar is optimistic Pakistan
will go through a stabilisation period of two years after few more months
of extreme turbulence. Defending the hike in petrol and diesel prices, he
said the tax rate on the products was 52pc in the past, which had been reduced to 30pc. “If we had maintained the same taxes, we could have
silently gathered Rs97b more from the Pakistani public. We have actually
lowered tax ratios," he insists. Admitting rising inflation, he still claims it is
lower than the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) tenure. “In PMLN’s first year, there was double-digit inflation which has not been the case
in our tenure,” he claims.
All measures taken by the government to revive the economy have
overburdened the common people. Prices of all essentials have already
skyrocketed. Rates of many drugs have tripled and even quadrupled after
the government had allowed manufacturers to increase prices of medicines by 9-15pc in January. The unilateral and illegal increase and the government’s criminal negligence have made the lives of the common man
miserable. A hike in electricity tariff and petroleum products may prove to
be the last straw.
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Politics

PTI: promises vs
performance
Nasim Ahmed

As months have rolled on, the gap between promises and performance of
the PTI government has become wider. With the actual delivery much
below the expectations earlier raised, the opponents have declared the
government an abject failure and a total disaster.
But this is not the whole truth.
True, the PTI has not been able to translate most of its promises into
action, but the situation is not as bleak as painted by the opposition. The
incumbent government inherited an economy in the intensive care unit
and, naturally, it will take some time to bring it back to life. The present
phase is one of rescue after which real rehabilitation will start.
But before we go further with the present analysis, it needs to be put
on record that the PTI had underestimated the enormity of the task lying
ahead of it and made promises that did not match the ground realities. Its
rallying cry was for change, for Naya Pakistan, for a society which will be
different from the old corrupt and decrepit order under which the rich plundered national wealth and tyrannised over the poor and the weak.
This was a slogan that tugged at the heart strings of every Pakistani,
who was totally disillusioned with the prevailing state of affairs: a corrupt
lot ruling the roost and looting the national exchequer. The PTI manifesto
promised to eradicate corruption and recover the plundered wealth
stashed away in foreign banks. The economy was to be brought back to
health, the rupee strengthened and a level playing field provided for businesspeople from around the world to invest in Pakistan. Poverty was be
alleviated and the begging bowl broken. Referring to the teachings of the
Holy Quran and Hadith, Imran Khan also promised to turn Pakistan into a
welfare state, modelled on the city state of Medina, set up by the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him).
Imran Khan sounded serious and sincere to the broad masses fed up
with the shenanigans of the PML-N and the PPP, which misruled the country for more than 30 years. In his maiden speech as prime minister, Imran
Khan laid out a 100-day plan elaborating on his manifesto promises. As
an earnest of his intentions, he also launched an austerity drive, making a
beginning with himself shifting from the regal Prime Minister’s House to a
modest 3-bedroom bungalow.
But after about eight months in power, things have little changed from
the old and have, in some cases, deteriorated to the disappointment of the
people and even the starry-eyed young enthusiastic supporters of the
party.
What went wrong?
The PTI committed two strategic mistakes and one tactical. To start
with, it did not take a good measure of the magnitude of the problems that
had built up during the time the PPP and the PML-N ruled the country.
Secondly, it did not do proper homework as to how to apply the solutions
if elected to power. As such, when it formed the government after winning
the last general elections, it found itself at sea. It soon discovered that the
problems were much bigger than it had imagined. Due to lack of pre-plan-
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ning, it felt overwhelmed and committed mistake after mistake.
The first mistake was the team Imran Khan put together to affect the
transformation from old to new Pakistan. Many of its members were inexperienced and raw and had little skill to handle the ramshackle administrative machine that goes by the name of the Pakistan government. The
others were old foxes not really known for efficiency or integrity. But one
cannot fault Imran Khan for this as he had little choice in the matter.
But the choice of Usman Buzdar as head of the Punjab government
was a surprise to all, not the least to his own closest colleagues. He was
not an ideal choice for the prickly job in a province long dominated by the
Sharif family and a cabal of intriguing bureaucrats. Buzdar is not the kind
of chief executive the province needs – hard driving, aggressive and overbearing. His style is laid back and he gives the impression that he is out of
his depth. His many bloopers and errors of judgment have lost him the
fund of goodwill he had started with.
What has really alienated the people is the PTI government’s failure to
check inflation and prices of articles of daily-use. Rupee depreciation was
inevitable. Rising oil prices in the world market are also beyond its control.
But it has also not been effective where it could as, for example, taxing
the rich and raising revenue internally to reduce dependence on foreign
loans. The PTI has also not been able to reactivate district and tehsil level
price control committees to curb price sharks and black marketers, who
create artificial shortages to fleece consumers.
The PTI government is going through what can be best described as
teething troubles. Nevertheless, it has initiated some fundamental reforms
in the health, housing and educations sectors. A poverty alleviation programme has been put in place as the centerpiece of a comprehensive social safety net for the weaker sections of society. These are all steps in the
right direction aimed at building a social welfare state. All said, eight
months is too short a period to judge the performance of a government
faced with clearing the backlog of the last 30 years. Given the enormity of
the task, the government should be given at least two years to prove itself.
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Perception

World happiness index:
Pakistan among 20
top gainers
Nasim Ahmed

The 7th World Happiness Report has been released by the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network for the United Nations. The World Happiness Report 2019 is a survey of the state of global happiness that ranks
156 countries by how happy their citizens perceive themselves to be. This
year’s World Happiness Report focuses on the theme of happiness and
the community: how happiness has evolved over the past years, with a
focus on the technologies, social norms, conflicts and government policies
that affect individuals and communities.
When we talk of the World Happiness Index and its findings we must
remember that it was the prime minister of Bhutan, who first proposed a
World Happiness Day to the United Nations in 2011. The proposal was accepted as a vital indicator of overall human weal and welfare and March
20 was designated as the World Happiness Day by the UN General Assembly which noted "the relevance of happiness and well-being as universal goals and aspirations in the lives of human beings around the world
and the importance of their recognition in public policy objectives."
The latest happiness report is the seventh to come out since 2012. The
first report was released in April 2012 in support of a UN High level meeting
on “Wellbeing and Happiness: Defining a New Economic Paradigm”. That
report presented the available global data on national happiness and reviewed related evidence from the emerging science of happiness, showing
that the quality of people’s lives can be coherently, reliably, and validly assessed by a variety of subjective well-being measures, collectively referred
to then and in subsequent reports as “happiness.” Each report includes
updated evaluations and a range of commissioned chapters on special
topics digging deeper into the science of well-being, and on happiness in
specific countries and regions. Every year, there is a central theme. This
year’s theme focuses on happiness and community: how happiness has
been changing over the past dozen years, and how information technology, governance and social norms influence communities.
The rankings of the world's happiest countries are based on data collected from surveys in 156 countries, including the Gallup World Poll. The
report ranks countries on six key variables that support well-being: income,
freedom, trust, healthy life expectancy, social support and generosity. The
top 10 countries tend to rank high in all six variables, as well as emotional
measures of well-being,
The world is changing all the time. Among the fastest changing aspects
are those relating to how people communicate and interact with each other,
whether in their schools and workplaces, their neighbourhoods, or in farflung parts of the world. Last year’s report studied migration as one important source of global change, finding that each country’s life circumstances,
including the social context and political institutions were such important
sources of happiness that the international ranking of migrant happiness
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was almost identical to that of the native born.
The report also highlights the percentage of respondents in different
countries that report donating to charity or doing volunteer work over the
past month. Significantly, in Pakistan, around 32.8 per cent of respondents
reported donating to a charity, while 14.2 per cent reported volunteering
within the 30-day period.
Finland has been ranked as the happiest country in the world for the
second year in succession. Finland is followed by Denmark, Norway, Iceland and the Netherlands. Switzerland came in sixth place, followed by
Sweden, New Zealand, Canada (the only country in the Americas) and
Austria. Austria nudged Australia out of the top 10 list this year, while New
Zealand came in eighth place this year, as last year.
It is noteworthy that no other super powers made it into the top 10 rankings. The United Kingdom came in 15th place, up from 18th place, while
Germany came in 17th place, down from 15th. Japan came in 58th place
(down from 54th), Russia came in 68th place (down from 59th) and China
came in 93rd place (down from 86th).
According to the report, the overall world happiness has fallen over the
past few years, which has mostly been fuelled by a sustained drop in India,
which came in 140th place this year compared with 133rd place in 2018.
The UAE is ranked 21st, Pakistan 67th, Bangladesh 125th and China is
placed at 93rd. The inhabitants of South Sudan are the most unhappy people in the world, followed by Central African Republic (155), Afghanistan
(154), Tanzania (153) and Rwanda (152). The United States ranks at 19th
place for happiness, despite being one of the richest countries in the world.
People in South Sudan are the unhappiest with their lives.
Pakistan is among the top 20 gainers on the World Happiness Index,
ranked at 67th place, a jump of eight spots from last year's ranking at 75.
Pakistan ranks the highest among all of its neighbours again this year. The
top 20 gainers include the Philippines, and countries from Europe, Africa
and Latin America. Among the 20 largest losers are countries from the
Middle East, Africa, Western Europe, India, Malaysia, Venezuela and
Ukraine.
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New initiative

Model justice
Muhammad Hassan

A court in Pakistan has decided a murder case in five days and awarded
the death sentence to a man and life imprisonment to two others. It looks
unbelievable in any country, especially in Pakistan, where generations
have to wait for a decision of cases lodged by their forefathers. However,
it has become possible after the establishment of model courts in all districts of the country.
In a first in Pakistan’s history or perhaps the legal history of the modern
world, a model court in Tank, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, decided a murder case
in five days. The courts are an initiative of Pakistan Chief Justice Asif
Saeed Khosa, which hold trials on a daily basis so that speedy justice
could be provided to the public and a huge backlog of cases could be reduced. The courts have been set up under the Article 37 (d) of the Constitution, which requires the state to provide expeditious and inexpensive
justice.
A special procedure has been prescribed for the courts to avoid delays.
A trial schedule is provided to lawyers and prosecutors so that they can
follow it to a tee. In case, a lawyer is unable to appear before the court on
the day of the case, they have to inform the court who will replace them,
so that the trial is concluded within the stipulated time. To ensure the timely
conclusion of cases, model trial courts will not grant any adjournments.
The attendance of witnesses is ensured through process servers for which
SP-Investigation (police officers) of each district act as a focal person liaising with the process servers. A process server is a person who serves
legal documents (summons) to someone involved in a court case. The SP
is also responsible for the production of all witnesses, except medical witnesses, and case property (evidence). For the timely production of medical
witnesses (those who have serious health complications and cannot appear before the courts), the secretaries of the relevant health departments
are approached.
A monitoring and evaluation cell has also been set up to oversee the
workings of the model courts. The performance of the courts would be reviewed every two months. Initially, the courts are hearing pending murder
and narcotics cases. The model courts decided 89 cases, including 39 of
murder and 50 narcotics, throughout the country on their first working day.
Chief Justice Asif Saeed Khosa had spelled out his priorities after taking
oath as the 26th chief justice of Pakistan on January 18, 2019. “There are
1.9 million pending cases in the country with only 4,000 judges. Even if all
judges of the Supreme Court, High Courts and subordinate judiciary work
day and night for 36 hours a day, they cannot clear the cases. When we
ask the government to increase the number of judges, so that justice can
be delivered promptly, they reply to us they are short of funds,” he had remarked.
According to the 2017-18 World Justice Project Rule of Law Index,
which measures whether ordinary people can resolve their grievances
through the civil justice system, Pakistan’s score is the worst in the region.
It is ranked the last in the six regional countries and stands at 105th out of
113 countries in the world. Over 40,000 cases are pending with the
Supreme Court, over 300,000 with the five High Courts and about two million with the lower courts of the four provinces and the federal capital, ac-
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cording to the Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan. During the last
five years, the number of cases pending with the Supreme Court has doubled and reached the highest level for the last 15 years. In 2006, the number of pending cases before it was 13,724. Today, it is thrice of it.
Compared to other countries, the court procedures in Pakistan are complicated, lengthy and expensive. On average, it takes 1,071 days to settle
a commercial dispute in court. Then the case can go to the appeal stage
first in a High Court and then in the Supreme Court. It is not unusual for a
case to take more than a dozen years to be decided, says the World Bank
report. Only one judge is available for 62,000 people in the Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In the Lahore High Court, only one judge is available
for 2.2 million people. In the Punjab, a single judge has a case load of
more than 660.
Despite the grim situation of justice in Pakistan, lawyers are not happy
with the new initiative. They have reservations about the new method of
registering FIRs and concluding a trial in four days. In a recent convention
at the Lahore High Court, they rejected a decision under which the powers
of sessions courts to hear writ petitions under Sections 22-A and 22-B of
the Code of Criminal Procedure (registration of FIR) have been abolished.
Under the new policy, the police have been empowered to decide applications for registration of FIRs, instead of approaching courts first, to reduce the burden on courts.
In another landmark verdict, Chief Justice Asif Saeed Khosa warned
of strict action against those found guilty of false testimony in court cases.
Hearing a case, he said the court was starting a "journey towards the truth"
"If any part of a testimony is found to be false, the whole of it will be disregarded. People who lie in testimonies have ruined the judicial system," he
remarked. He will serve as top judge for only 337 days and is scheduled
to retire on Dec 21, 2019. However, he has already made a significant contribution to the judicial system through his innovative ideas. Every new
idea faces resistance initially and his new initiatives are no exception. It is
hoped lawyers will stop resisting them after they become popular among
the public. Experts say he has taken practical measures to fix Pakistan’s
broken justice system. It is believed his initiatives will prove to be the CPEC
of Pakistan’s judicial history.
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Development Funds

Political bribe for
local elections
Muhammad Ali

The government has allocated Rs24 billion for development schemes for
parliamentarians of its party and allied parties. The hefty allocation aims
to win local elections being held in two provinces in the current year, but
is in contrast to the manifesto of the ruling party, which called it political
bribe when it was in opposition.
The development funds, which Prime Minister Imran Khan called the
“root cause of corruption in the country and political bribe” before coming
to power, aim to win him municipal elections in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
and Balochistan this year. The move came after the Election Commission
of Pakistan decided to start fresh delimitations across the country for the
elections. The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government wants to introduce a new system which can resolve problems of the people at grassroots level. The allocation of development funds means the ruling party
wants to win the polls at any cost, even at the cost of its image and manifesto.
It is said the ruling PTI and its allied parties at the Centre and
provinces, including the Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA) and Muttahida
Qaumi Movement (MQM) in Sindh, Pakistan Muslim League-Q in the
Punjab and other groups in Balochistan, have convinced the prime minister to provide funds to their candidates to ensure a landslide victory for
his party and coalition partners. His recent visits to Balochistan, Sindh,
the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa focused on a strategy to win local
polls.
With the allocation of Rs24 billion, the total spending on parliamentarians’ schemes would be Rs29 billion this year. In its last year, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government had spent Rs32.6
billion under the Prime Minister’s Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) Achievement Fund. The PTI is also using the same pretext to
provide development funds to its legislators. It is said Members of the
National Assembly (MNAs) belonging to the PTI had warned the prime
minister that if funds were not released for their schemes, the government might lose the local polls and the next general election. The PMLN government had spent over Rs130 billion in about three years in over
100 constituencies and yet it could not win the last election. Following
in the footsteps of the PML-N, the PTI government has also set up a
steering committee, headed by Special Assistant to PM on Political Affairs, Naeemul Haq, for approving development schemes recommended
by MNAs for their respective constituencies. In the PML-N tenure, the
job was performed by the then Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs, Sheikh Aftab Ahmad. The schemes are being forwarded to committees at district levels, a mechanism designed by the PML-N, to hide
real motives of the spending.
Under the decision, MPAs of the PTI and allied parties in the Punjab
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will submit proposal plans up to Rs100 million for development schemes
for the current fiscal year. Opposition members claim Rs12 billion have
been reserved for members of the ruling party and its allies but no proposal is being accepted from them. Each MNA and members of the Senate of the ruling party and its allies would receive Rs150 million for
development projects. Analysts say the allocation of funds is a fallout of
the PTI’s policy of taking “electables” into the fold before the election.
The “electables” obtained 4.28 million votes and won 23 National Assembly seats for the PTI in the last general election. They helped the PTI
form the government in the Centre and the Punjab. Experts say their politics revolves around development funds and they forced the prime minister to take another U-turn on his promise. With a thin majority in the
Centre and the Punjab, their nuisance value has increased and they are
in a position to blackmail the government.
Experts say the government is supposed to release development
funds to heads of local governments instead of providing it to the parliamentarians, if it wants to empower local institutions. Instead, the government is engaging parliamentarians under the same old practice by
allocating them funds for the development of local areas which is not
their mandate. The last local bodies elections were held in the Punjab
and Sindh in 2015 and the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) had swept them in their respective
province. In the situation, the PTI cannot empower members of rival parties through development funds. The situation could have been different
if its candidates had fared better in the last local elections.
The irony is that the PML-N had provided meagre resources to its
local bodies representatives in the Punjab because its MNAs and MPAs
needed huge funds for themselves. The PTI has further curtailed the
funds. Experts say the policy to allocate funds for legislators is violation
of the Article 140-A of the Constitution which states that “Each province
shall, by law, establish a local government system and devolve political,
administrative and financial responsibility and authority to the elected
representatives of the local governments.” However, the PML-N councilors, Nazims and district Nazims failed to convince their own party
about devolution of political, administrative and financial responsibility
and authority. The PTI has introduced a better local government system
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, which it rules. It wants to replicate the system
in the Punjab with some adjustments. It wants to win in the Punjab at all
cost to enforce its system.
It is a fact that the provision of development funds has muddied national politics and tarnished the image of politicians in the country. It allows legislators and contractors to devour public funds in a legal way.
The PTI government will have to abolish the system to break the cycle.
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Saffron Violence

India’s tolerance
of Hindu terror
Muhammad Zain

The acquittal of four suspects in the Samjhauta Express blast case and
the Indian government’s intention of not pursuing an appeal explain the
level of tolerance of Hindu terrorism in India. It also points out how the ruling Bharatia Janata Party (BJP) has brought the country to a point where
Hindu terrorist groups and their activities against minorities have become
acceptable to society, courts and the government and they can operate
without fear.
Pakistan has launched a diplomatic offensive against India after the
acquittal of the perpetrators in the 2007 terror attacks by an Indian court.
Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua conveyed Pakistan’s reservations
about the decision to major world capitals. She invited members of the
diplomatic corps to the Foreign Office and briefed them on the “historic injustice done to the 44 Pakistanis killed in the Samjhauta Express terrorist
attack in 2007”. All the four perpetrators, including Swami Aseemanand,
the mastermind of the heinous attacks and an activist of the Hindu terrorist
organisation, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), who had publicly
confessed his involvement in the massacre, were released by a special
court in the northern state of Haryana, citing lack of evidence.
The acquittal of the suspects has also brought the Indian government's
commitment to fighting Hindu terror groups into question, the Aljazeera
said in a report. The then-opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), as well
as some Indian media organisations, tried to blame Pakistan-based groups
for the attack, but the former Congress government classified the incident
as an "an attempt to derail the improving relationship between India and
Pakistan" and vowed that culprits - whoever they may be - would be
caught. An investigation by India's National Investigation Agency (NIA)
eventually concluded that the attack was carried out by four men - Swami
Aseemanand, Kamal Chauhan, Rajinder Chaudhary and Lokesh Sharma
- linked to the Hindu far-right group Abhinav Bharat. All four suspects were
charged by the NIA, making many believe justice would soon be delivered
for the victims.
Following the shock decision, the NIA did not declare an intention to
appeal to a higher court or initiate a new probe to find and punish the culprits behind the deadly attack. The Indian home minister, Rajnath Singh,
also made it clear the government would not pursue an appeal; instead,
he said that it was his "personal stand" that "Pakistan is always responsible
for such terrorist attacks.” In other words, for all intents and purposes, the
case is now closed.
The attack on the train had left 68 persons dead. The majority of the
victims were Pakistani citizens. The blast caused major embarrassment
for India's intelligence and security services - it took place only 70km away
from the capital New Delhi and in a train that was supposedly guarded by
the Indian security services - and threatened to wreck ongoing efforts to
build a sustainable peace between India and Pakistan. “The unsatisfactory
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ending to the Samjhauta Express investigation is only the latest in a line
of judicial and political decisions which reflect a failure to pursue justice
for Muslim victims of attacks,” the Aljazeera observed. In April last year,
for example, a court acquitted all 11 men charged by the NIA in the 2007
Mecca Masjid blast case where six people, all Muslims, were killed in the
southern city of Hyderabad. The NIA had found that members of the Abhinav Bharat, including Samjhauta Express blast suspect Swami Aseemanand, were responsible for the blast. But eventually, the court deemed
the strong body of evidence previously presented by the investigating
agency insufficient to declare the accused guilty. The NIA did not attempt
to appeal the decision or continue the investigation. In December 2010
and January 2011, Aseemanand made a series of confessions to the
courts admitting his role in the blasts targetting Muslims. A few months
later, he retracted the confessions, claiming that they had been extracted
under torture.
In 2014, however, speaking to a journalist for the news magazine Caravan, he denied being tortured and once again admitted to various acts of
violence targetting Muslims. In the same interview, he also claimed that
the plot to bomb Muslim targets across the country was blessed by
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) leaders Mohan Bhagwat and Indresh Kumar. Despite contradictory testimonies by leading suspects, like
Aseemanand, as well as a large body of evidence presented to the courts
by the NIA demonstrating the Hindu far-right's role in several terror attacks
targeting Muslims, the people responsible have been let off the hook.
Experts say the travesty of justice is the result of not only years-long
efforts by far-right groups to avoid taking responsibility for their actions,
but also the current Indian government's inclination to shield groups sympathetic to its Hindu-nationalist agenda from scrutiny at all costs. Of
course, even before the start of BJP's tenure, the Indian state had been
somewhat reluctant to identify Hindutva organisations as being responsible
for terror in the country. But the biggest blow to the investigations into Hindutva terror in India came in 2014, when the BJP won a landslide victory
in general elections. In October 2015, Rohini Salian, public prosecutor in
the 2008 Malegaon case, claimed that since the Hindu nationalist party
came to power, members of the NIA had told her to "go soft" on cases of
"saffron (Hindu) terror". Over the last few years, Salian's accusations were
all but confirmed as one case after another resulted in the acquittal of all
suspects with links to Hindu far-right groups. In light of all this, the acquittal
of the four suspects in the Samjhauta Express blast case only confirmed
what many in India already knew: Muslim victims of terror should not expect to find justice in BJP's India. Besides making the Indian government's
anti-Muslim attitudes even more obvious than before, the court's decision
to acquit all accused in the case also turned India's accusing finger towards Pakistan inwards.
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Local Polls

The beginning of the
end for Erdogan?
Shahid Hussain

The defeat of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Justice and Development Party (AKP) in municipal elections in Turkish capital Ankara and financial hub Istanbul has led to speculation of the beginning of the end for
the ruling party after decades of success.
Experts say the success of opposition candidates in the elections indicate growing discontent among the Turkish people with economic mismanagement. The defeat of the ruling party is being seen by most observers
as a referendum on the government’s performance. Turkey’s economy fell
into recession in March after years of enviable growth. The unemployment
rate is now over 10pc, and is as much as 30 percent among young people.
In 2018, the value of the Turkish lira fell 28pc. Inflation is at 20 percent. The
opposition says democratic ideals have eroded in the country under Erdogan’s rule. The results also signal that the opposition could mount a serious
challenge to him in the next presidential election, in 2023.
According to the New York Times, just when it seemed that democracy
was all but dead in Turkey, voters delivered a sharp electoral rebuke to
their authoritarian president. “Mr. Erdogan was not on the ballot, and his
party still controls Parliament, but the vote was the worst election defeat
of his nearly two decades in office. And while he won re-election last year,
a 2017 referendum that only narrowly gave him new authority over the
legislature and judiciary presaged his weakening support. Opposition candidates in the municipal races capitalized on growing discontent with his
repression and economic mismanagement,” the newspaper said in its editorial. The president’s main rival, the Republican People’s Party, and its
allies promised political change, job creation, better education and improved social services. Opposition members carefully monitored vote tallies and even slept on sacks of counted ballots to ensure they are not
tampered with by Erdogan loyalists. “Over the years, Mr Erdogan has manipulated the system to accrue sweeping executive powers, control the
army and crack down on civil liberties. His cronies largely control the
media, but Turkey still jails more journalists than any other nation. The
president inserted himself directly into the local election process, handpicking a longtime ally, Binali Yildirim, to run for mayor of Istanbul and
choosing a former minister to run for mayor of Ankara. Their losses could
deprive the president of a vast patronage apparatus that has bolstered
his rule. Appearing at as many as eight political rallies a day, Erdogan
waged an aggressively negative campaign, accusing the opposition of
criminality or terrorism, threatening lawsuits and fueling nationalist anger,”
the New York Times noted.
The Washington Post accused the Turkish president of resorting to his
usual tactics to win elections but still failed. “He cast some of his ruling
party’s opponents as traitors. He screened the horrific video of the massacres at two mosques in New Zealand. And he stirred angry nationalism
from city to city in a bid to distract voters frustrated by the country’s faltering
economy. But this time it didn’t work. The next days will test Erdogan’s ability to stomach defeat,” the newspaper said in an article. “The loss of Istanbul
would be an especially harsh blow to the president,” wrote The Washington
Post’s Kareem Fahim. Erdogan rose to national prominence as the city’s
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mayor from 1994 to 1998. The city has since served as a source of wealth
and prestige for his party and a showcase — with its sprinting construction,
megaprojects — for his broader ideological vision. But amid a grim economic downturn, which has seen the country’s currency, the lira, lose a third
of its value against the dollar, Erdogan could no longer hang his hat on the
prosperity ushered in during an earlier period of his rule. And his divisive
populism failed to secure enough nationalist support among urban voters.
“The loss of Turkey’s major cities has also shattered Erdogan’s image
as an invincible politician,” wrote Gonul Tol, a Turkey scholar at the Middle
East Institute in Washington. She added that the election delivered “a huge
blow to the clientelistic network Erdogan has built over the last 25 years.”
At the same time, the election was the latest sign of a more-galvanised opposition overcoming years of division and dysfunction. The deflating outcome for Erdogan adds to his mounting woes. Abroad, he is engaged in a
new squabble with the United States over Turkey’s purchase of a Russian
missile defence system. At home, he faces mounting calls to enact deep
economic reforms. “It’s a terrible result for Erdogan,” Berk Esen, an assistant professor of international relations at Ankara’s Bilkent University noted.
“There’s an economic crisis, there’s an international crisis due to an ongoing
standoff with the US. At the same time, there is an electoral defeat that
shows his international partners and domestic opponents that he’s quite
vulnerable.”
Observers are looking to see how President Erdogan will react to the
loss of Istanbul and Ankara, after years of sustained electoral success, the
Aljazeera noted. “It would be more appropriate to call it a milestone on the
road leading to the end," it quoted Kemal Can, a veteran newspaper columnist. Like many other commentators, he identified Turkey's stuttering economy as the issue that had alienated many voters after years of booming
growth and prosperity. "This being a local election, the voting base of the
ruling party wanted to give a lesson to the rulers." Others suggested the
AK Party's campaign, which saw senior figures characterise the opposition
as supporters of terrorism, may have estranged some of the electorate.
"The government used harsh language against everyone who was against
them," Can said. "This language was not welcomed even by some of their
own supporters. The opposition successfully managed not to be dragged
into this fight and left the ruling party alone in the tension they created."
On the other hand, a leading Turkish newspaper noted the election had
demonstrated that Turkey was indeed a consolidated democracy capable
of overcoming challenges through electoral processes. “It also revealed the
meaninglessness of the charge of authoritarianism,” the Daily Sabah said
in an article. It also accused the opposition of manipulating the election,
which is hard to believe because the government is usually accused of it
for being in power and state machinery at its disposal.
Observers see the election results as a desire for change in Turkey.
They say voters have issued a warning to the government over an economic crisis that has seen inflation hit 20pc and left one in 10 workers unemployed. Early elections are also possible, but policy change within the
government and a ministerial reshuffle look imminent.
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Social Protection

Economic constraints
to poverty alleviation
Husnain Shahid

Prime Minister Imran Khan has launched an ambitious plan for social
safety and poverty alleviation in the country. His steps sound innovative
and sincere but the key question is its implementation and funds, especially
at a time when Pakistan’s economy is in dire straits and it is finding hard
even to run its day-to-day affairs.
Kicking off the programme, named “Ehsas” (compassion), the premier
announced the government would amend the Article 38(D) of the Constitution, which includes a clause for the provision of food, shelter, clothing,
education and healthcare to the people. In its current form, the clause is
only a policy recommendation and the government wants to make it a fundamental right, so the state can guarantee the five basic needs of the people. Experts say if the government passes the legislation, anyone will be
able to move courts for their fundamental rights and it would put extra pressure on courts and the government. The provision of the basic needs,
under the 18th Amendment, is the responsibility of the provinces now. If
the federal government takes them into its own hands, the provinces will
consider it interference into their affairs.
The government has also planned a new ministry for social protection
and poverty alleviation. The move aims at bringing all organizations, working to helping the poor, under one umbrella. In the first phase, a database
will be set up by December, under which the government would know
about people's income levels as well as how many indigent citizens are
living in each area. The government will run the poverty alleviation campaign in the whole country from one place and people from one area would
be served under a "one-window operation". Under the programme, nearly
5.7 million women will be given savings accounts and mobile phones
through which they would be able to access their bank accounts. Additionally, 500 digital hubs are being created in tehsils where poor people could
go to access their bank accounts and look for jobs. Call centres will be set
up to provide legal assistance to people as well as funds to children who
want to study. The government also plans to fund Bait-ul-Maal to build
homes for 10,000 orphan children in the next four years.
Experts say Prime Minister Imran Khan is impressed with China’s efforts to lift its population out of abject poverty and his model is based on
the Chinese experience. According to the World Bank, China has lifted 500
million people out of extreme poverty over the last three decades. Today,
poverty in China is mainly referred to the rural poor. Poverty in China, as
measured by the percentage of people living on the equivalent of $1.90 or
less per day in the 2011 purchasing price parity terms, fell from 88pc in
1981 to 6.5pc in 2012. The percentage of people living below the international poverty line continued to fall to 4.1pc in 2014 to 2pc in 2018, with
President Xi Jinping upbeat about completely eradicating poverty by 2020.
Bringing government departments, like Bait-ul-Maal, Poverty Alleviation
Council, Benazir Income Support Programme and Zakat councils, to a single platform will improve coordination among them. However, it is not clear
how the promise of providing mobile phones to 5.7 million women will help
alleviate poverty? Another initiative is the promise of allowing a fixed pro-
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portion of state land for shops and kiosks to be set up by the poor, but one
can ask why thousands of shops on state land had to be razed during
clean-up operations recently? Interest-free housing loans, promises to implement labour laws and the promise to include household labour in pension schemes are all good measures on paper, but their implementation
will be the real issue.
Critics say the prime minister’s plan of poverty alleviation will meet the
fate of his election promises. He had promised 10 million jobs and five million houses to the underprivileged. He had announced the provision of
cheap electricity, gas, fuel and essentials to the people after coming to
power. Instead, their rates have doubled in the first seven months of the
government. They also point out the inability of the government to legislate
for the scheme after its failure to forge coordination with the opposition,
without which no constitutional amendment can be passed.
If the amendment is passed, it will redefine the common man’s access
to food, shelter, clothing, health and education as fundamental rights. It will
also change the relationship of the state with its people. The government
is holding a new survey for the poverty alleviation programme. The Benazir
Income Support Programme was also launched after a comprehensive
survey, but still misuse of funds and corruption have been detected in it
many times in the past. The government will have to ensure a fair survey
for fair distribution of funds.
The government has modeled its poverty alleviation plan on the Chinese experience. China lifted 740 million people in rural areas out of
poverty between 1978 and 2017, or about 19 million people each year, according to the National Bureau of Statistics. No other country in the world
has managed to improve the living conditions of so many people over such
a short period. The gradual opening-up of the economy to external investments for export production provided vast numbers of jobs for people from
rural villages in China. The government constructed transportation, logistics and communication networks that made China the "factory of the
world". Chinese policies aim to give the poor a roof over their heads, guarantee food, clothing and basic medical services, and provide their children
with nine years of compulsory education. Funds and resources were provided for agricultural subsidies and cheap loans to rural farmers. Funds
also went into rural revitalization, to integrate regional development and
build infrastructure connecting villages to markets so that farmers could
sell their products more easily.
China was able to alleviate poverty because its economy was growing
at an unprecedented rate in the world. On the other hand, Pakistan’s economy is in tatters. The country is left with little resources after debt servicing
and necessary expenditure. It will have to improve its economy to lift people out of poverty. The country’s economic growth is expected to slow down
to 3pc in the next few years. In the meager growth rate, more people are
feared to lose jobs and fall below the poverty line. It will be a miracle if the
government maintains the current level of poverty and jobs in the next few
years.
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Conflict

US-Taliban talks and
future of WashingtonKabul security pact
Raza Khan

Yet again, United States Special Representative for Afghanistan, Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, was recently in Pakistan to move the Afghan
peace process forward. With bright prospects of success, the most important question would be the future of the Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA)
between Washington and Kabul. Because in case US-Taliban talks succeed and the latter somehow agree to become part of the political process
in Afghanistan, some compromises would have to be made on the BSA
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signed by both countries in 2014. This also would have implications for regional peace and stability, particularly of Pakistan.
The Afghan peace process in the context of talks between Washington
and the Taliban in Qatar and the United Arab Emirates in recent months
although has not been very successful, yet the parleys have created an
atmosphere for peacemaking in the war-ravaged country. In order to move
forward, Khalilzad visited Pakistan on April 4 and is expected to visit
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Afghanistan and other regional countries. The visit was made at a very important time, not only from the standpoint to have a new round of US-Taliban talks, but also that the traditional Taliban “Spring Offensive” is just
round the corner. More importantly, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani is
about to complete his five-year constitutional tenure and new elections
would be held soon. Understandably, Washington has been trying to make
a breakthrough in talks with the Taliban before the next presidential elections in Afghanistan, so that the insurgents could be made part of the
process and a solution to the decades-long conflict in the country could
be found. The Afghan Taliban, who have been waging an insurgency
against the US control of Afghanistan since 2001, and have been involved
in large-scale violence against the Afghan National Security Forces
(ANSF) backed by US forces, had been uncompromising to hold talks unless Washington pulled out all of its forces from Afghan soil. However, due
to Pakistan’s strong influence on Afghanistan, Prime Minister Imran Khan
prevailed upon the Afghan Taliban to show flexibility and thus muchawaited Washington-Taliban talks started last year. Earlier, a couple of
rounds of talks were held between Washington and the Taliban but they
were completely inconsequential.
Former US President Barrack Hussein Obama had pledged to withdraw all forces along with that of NATO allies from Afghanistan by the end
of 2014, expect a residual force. However, before withdrawing almost all
of its forces from Afghanistan, Obama had signed a BSA with Kabul on
the insistence of the latter, so that the country could not fall yet again into
total chaos. The security agreement which was finalized by Washington
and Kabul after years of interlocutions could not be put into practice at
once due to the refusal of the then outgoing Afghan President Hamid
Karzai to sign it. Karzai had left it to the incoming president to ratify or otherwise. When the new president, Dr. Ashraf Ghani, took oath of office, he
did not waste time and ratified the US-Afghanistan BSA. The terms of the
BSA provided for the continued presence of around 10,000 US troops in
Afghanistan, even after the cut-off date of December 31, 2014, for the withdrawal of all international, mostly American, combat forces from
Afghanistan.
The BSA provided the US legal jurisdiction over troops and Defense
Department civilians, while the US or foreign contractors were subjected
to the Afghan judicial process. The pact also provided for US counterterrorism operations in coordination with the Afghans, with the goal that the
Afghan forces should be in the lead. The agreement also noted that the
US troops would not conduct combat operations unless they were ''mutually agreed'' on by the US and Afghans.
Way back in 2014, the delay in declaring wining candidate, Dr. Ashraf
Ghani, as the next president due to allegations of massive fraud by the
rival candidate, Abdullah Abdullah, and following the scrutiny of nearly
eight million votes had put the critically significant BSA on the hold, creating
uncertainty about the future of the foreign troops in Afghanistan. Only after
the formation of a “unity” government in Afghanistan in September 2014,
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wherein Abdullah was appeased by giving him the unconstitutional position
of the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), paved the way for the signing of the
BSA by Afghanistan. Ghani took no time in signing the BSA with Washington, demonstrating that he had assumed a pro-Washington stance from
the very outset. However, due to his near failure to control the situation in
Afghanistan in the last five years in office, Washington is quite annoyed
with him and, therefore, holding direct talks with the Taliban, which is criticized by the Kabul government.
Keeping in view the issues which Ghani had to face inter alia including
the rampaging Afghan Taliban insurgency, political instability and melting
down economy, his tilt towards Washington was understandable. The latter
also shrewdly trapped the new Afghan president to fall back upon it, as it
was through US efforts that a recalcitrant and fastidious Abdullah was pacified and reconciled to accept Ghani as president and himself CEO. However, this mutual arrangement has failed to help bring peace and stability
to Afghanistan.
The US had been stressing on Kabul to sign the security agreement as
early as possible. The truce aimed, apart from continued stay of 8,000 to
12,000 US troops, a string of military bases across Afghanistan to provide
security to the Afghan state and government from internal and external
threats. The urgency shown by Washington for a bilateral agreement for
security with Kabul in place as soon as possible was meant to plan for the
post-2014 situation in the war-ravaged country. The BSA, as far as
Afghanistan is concerned, has been an assurance of a semblance of stability. Ironically, the Afghan leadership ignored its role, specifically policy
planning on its part in stability in the country and has been trying to shift its
own responsibility to international factors, particularly Afghanistan’s neighbours and the US. This attitude of the Afghan leadership has not mitigated
the problems of the country and instead increased the woes of Afghans.
On its part, the Afghan leadership wanted to use the BSA to absolve itself of the responsibility of protection and security of Afghanistan and the
state. This attitude, as pointed earlier, has not worked. Now with the Taliban engaged in talks with Washington directly, they would not agree to
the continued presence of the US forces in Afghanistan in any capacity,
as provided by the terms of the BSA. Resultantly, the BSA would wither
have to be terminated or revisited. Given the nature of the Taliban obstinacy, one is of the view that they would insist upon scotching the BSA.
Otherwise, there would be no breakthrough in Washington-Taliban talks.
The termination of the BSA would have implications for Afghanistan, as in
case the US withdraws even its residual forces from Afghanistan, whether
in the situation there could be any guarantee that the country would not
fall once again into chaos and uncertainty with the Taliban forcibly trying
to trounce its rival Afghan factions. The whole scenario would have farreaching implications for Pakistan and one cannot be convinced that the
Afghan Taliban have what it takes to stabilize Afghanistan as a political
force either single-handedly or in collaboration with other Afghan factions,
while the compromising ability of the militia is minimal.
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Resources

Talks for new
NFC Awards
Raza Khan

Eventually after the delay of several years, talks on the next National
Financial Commission (NFC) Awards started between the federal and
provincial governments. Keeping in view huge economical and particularly fiscal challenges to both federal government and provinces, finalization of the new NFC would be an uphill task.
Nevertheless, the beginning of the process of talks is indeed a very
welcome development and its credit must be given to the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government at the Centre to have started the
process. The previous Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government failed to even initiate the process of talks on the NFC, fearing
it would be extremely difficult to evolve a consensus among the federal
government and the provinces on the division of financial resources of
the country.
The PML-N government, during its five year tenure (2013-18), did
not start the process of giving a new financial award, let alone finalizing
it due to two main reasons. The PML-N had got almost its entire mandate from the largest province, the Punjab, and as the party also had its
government in the province apart from the Centre, it feared that in case
it would demand increase in the share of the federation and curtailing
funds for the provinces, it would be politically damaging for it. It must be
mentioned that in the last NFC (7th), finalized during the rule of the Pakistan People’s Party in 2010, the share of the provinces had substantially
been increased while that of the federal government slashed significantly. It was under the 7th NFC that for the first time in the history of
Pakistan, the share of the provinces was increased in comparison to the
federal government.
Insofar as the new NFC is concerned, there are a number of issues
which are quite acrimonious and would be very difficult to resolve. A reversion in the vertical distribution of financial resources between the federation and the provinces is almost out of the question and there are
some constitutional guarantees in this regard. However, the horizontal
distribution of financial resources among the provinces is quite on the
cards. However, the two bigger provinces, the Punjab and Sindh, seem
not to be in favour of changes in the horizontal distribution of resources
whereas the relatively smaller Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Balochistan provinces are intent upon changing the horizontal distribution of financial resources. This particular stance of different provinces emerged
in the wake of the last national census, under which the population of
KP and Balochistan provinces has increased while that of the Punjab
has decreased but that of Sindh remained almost unchanged. KP and
Balochistan also got some additional financial resources in the 7th NFC
due to their relative backwardness and in case of Balochistan, due to
its largest area among provinces. As the lion’s share of distribution of
financial resources of the country has been on the basis of the population, KP and Balochistan expect an increased share in the national financial pie. Although Sindh and the Punjab would try to preserve the
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status quo on the horizontal distribution of provinces, yet the other two
federation units would like to change it to their advantage.
In the recent talks on the new NFC, on its part Sindh has proposed
that instead of decreasing the financial share of any federating unit the
solution was to increase the tax net. Indeed, this is a very sagacious advise because any federating unit, will not only object to decrease in its
share, even justified, but also feel deprived. However, the solution of increasing the tax collection is not all that easy to achieve. Here, it is important to note that since the finalization of the last award, whether it is
the federal government or all provinces, they have had serious reservations about the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)’s failure to increase
the tax-to-GDP ratio. The 7th award had projected the tax-to-GDP ratio
to rise to 15 per cent of the GDP at the expiry of its tenure in 2015, from
9.2 per cent in 2010. At the moment, according to Minister of State for
Revenue Hammad Azhar, the existing tax-to-GDP ratio stands at just
11.3 per cent. This poor performance of the FBR has compelled the
provinces to demand that they be made part of the revenue generation
policymaking process during the first meeting of the new NFC. It is a
solid and rational demand as only an inclusive and participatory mechanism from all federating units could result in improvement in tax collection.
Another very important issue regarding the finalization of the new
NFC is the role and demands of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
about the distribution of financial resources within the federation. The
IMF, with which the PTI government has been negotiating a bailout loan
arrangement of around $12 billion, has on several occasions expressed
its reservations about the present vertical resource distribution arrangement that allocates 57.5 per cent of the net divisible tax pool to the
provinces and the remaining 42.5 per cent to the federal government.
The IMF is of the view that the reduced federal share under the 7th NFC
has been a major source of the federal government’s fiscal problems.
Therefore, the IMF has been recommending revisiting the NFC distribution formula, either by increasing the federal share or transfer of certain
responsibilities to the provincial governments. Unless there is a consensus among the Centre and provinces in this regard, contracting a bailout
package from the IMF for the federal government would be very difficult.
There is also a political aspect of the whole situation. Sindh which is
ruled by the opposition PPP,would try its utmost that the federal government is not able to get a loan from the IMF so that it could have the
much-needed monetary space. Given the involvement of the PPP’s central leadership in large-scale financial corruption and money-laundering
due to which it is under the radar of the National Accountability Bureau,
it would try to create problems for the PTI’s federal government.
What problems the government may face, it is duty-bound to constitute a new NFC and it has become quite necessary, given the negative
forces to formulate a new NFC at the earliest.
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Outlook

SBP report: A
gloomy outlook
Muhammad Jahangir

The economic horizon appears to be cloudy. According to the second
quarterly report for FY19 released by the State Bank of Pakistan the
real GDP growth rate during 2018-19 is projected to be in the range of
3.5-4.0 percent, indicating a sharp decline, compared to growth of 5.2
percent in the preceding year and the target of 6.2 percent for FY19.
The slowdown in growth is said to be mainly due to the decline in the
agriculture sector and stabilisation measures taken to preserve macroeconomic stability. The full year outlook for manufacturing activities and
services sector is also gloomy.
On the other hand, CPI inflation during the second quarter of FY19
on the YoY basis touched the highest level in 17 consecutive quarters,
while price pressures are expected to remain high due to the impact of
exchange rate depreciation, an upward adjustment in gas and electricity prices and higher budgetary borrowings from the SBP. Further, the
SBP has projected the CPI inflation in the range of 6.5-7.5 percent for
the full year.
To make matters worse, the fiscal situation has also deteriorated
further due to sharp growth of 17.3 percent in current expenditures and
a contraction of 2.4 percent in revenue collection during the first half of
the current fiscal. The SBP has projected the fiscal deficit at 6.0-7.0
percent of the GDP during FY19, compared to the deficit of 6.6 percent
in the previous year and the target of 4.9 percent for the current year.
The current expenditures are running very high despite the austerity
drive of the government and revenue receipts are lagging behind the
target. The efforts of the government to widen and deepen the tax net
are not yielding the desired results. Even the primary fiscal deficit is
up. Development expenditure is being sacrificed to contain the overall
fiscal deficit. Provincial governments are not generating budget surpluses and all these factors continue to push up the budget deficit which
could be as high as 6.6 percent or the same as in the previous year, or
even higher. Unfortunately, the government feels constrained to take
further measures to mobilise a higher level of revenues due to stiff opposition by political parties and the fear of inflicting more pain on ordinary people. Both widening fiscal deficit and a large C/A deficit are
leading to considerable accumulation of debt. If the twin deficits are not
controlled, the debt servicing cost would increase sharply, reducing the
available resources for development spending and mortgaging the future of coming generations.
According to the SBP, some improvement is expected in the coming
months as imports are likely to contract further on account of moderating domestic demand and relatively low international oil prices as compared to the beginning of FY19. However, exports are likely to miss the
target due to waning demand in certain export destinations, competitive
pressures in the international arena and the lack of diversified and
higher value-added products that can effectively utilise the export quotas allowed under specific trade agreements. The SBP has projected
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the C/A deficit for 2018-19 in the range of 4.5-5.5 percent of the GDP,
compared to 6.1 percent in FY18 and the target of 4.0 percent for the
current year.
However, there is some good news on the external sector, as the
current account (C/A) deficit has improved by $1.7 billion during the
first seven months of FY19. But it is still very high at $8.4 billion. To
rescue the economy from its present difficult situation, the government
will have to undertake essential reform measures to speed up the pace
of recovery. The previous government showed criminal neglect towards
the challenges that have become a burden for the PTI administration.
An overriding need is to shore up the dwindling foreign exchange reserves and stabilise the external sector. The Prime Minister has visited
various friendly countries to seek assistance for plugging the huge hole
in the current account, and his efforts have started to bear fruit in the
form of bilateral inflows from Saudi Arabia, the UAE and China.
Along with the Saudi deferred oil payment facility, these inflows will
play an important role in dealing with the external financing gap challenge for the current year, thereby relieving pressure on the foreign
exchange reserves and mitigating volatility in the FX market. However,
it may be added that the massive deficit in the external sector continues to be the most important challenge for the economy despite these
inflows, substantial depreciation of the rupee and the tariff measures
to curb imports. As a long-term remedial measure, the government
should devise a comprehensive plan to raise revenue internally and
boost exports.
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Education

Chinese universities:
new destination for
Pak students
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Rizwan Ali of Lahore is among 7,034 Pakistani students who are currently studying in China on 100% scholarships. His PhD major (area)
is biomedical Engineering, and the degree duration is four years, from
September 2016 to July 2020. His degree programme is funded by Chinese government’s Chinese Scholarship Council (CSC) at the University of Science and Technology of China, (USTC), which is 4th among
Chinese universities and 96th in the word ranking. The USTC is situated in Hefei city of Anhui province.
Dr Tariq Banuri, chairman of the Higher Education Commission Pakistan (HECP), says that China has become the top education destination for Pakistani students lately, as over 25,000 students are currently
enrolled at different higher education institutions. In a talk with the Cutting Edge at a university seminar, held in the federal capital recently,
he said that Pakistani students’ number had risen from 9,630 in 2013
to over 25,000 in China last year (2018), mainly because of a series of
preferential policies after the launch of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), a pilot project of the Belt and Road Initiative.
Providing further data, Dr. Banuri said that currently 6,156 Pakistani
students were studying in PhD, 3,600 in master’s, 11,100 in bachelor’s
and 3,000 in short-term exchange programmes across China. Pakistani
students are mainly studying Chinese language, engineering, medical,
computer science and other fields.
Another Pakistani student, Ali Imran, after completing his PhD with
a major in physical electronics from the School of Optics and Photonics,
Beijing Institute of Technology last year, joined the School of Physics
at Peking University, which is among top 10 on the whole. He is carrying out research with other fellows.
According to a study published by an English-language daily in Pakistan, Ali Imran hailing from Faisalabad, had completed his master’s in
digital electronics from the University of Engineering and Technology
Lahore. He did his MPhil in semiconductor physics from the Centre of
Excellence in Solid State Physics, University of the Punjab, Lahore,
and served as a physics lecturer at the University of Management and
Technology, Lahore, for about one year, before getting admission to
Beijing Institute of Technology. “I got a very good research opportunity
on advance solar cell technology for future energy harvest, and in my
PhD research, I proposed a new concept of flat intermediate band
quantum dot solar cell,” the scholar says.
The study also presents the case of another Pakistani student,
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Muhammad Ahmad Amin, who’s currently working on his PhD in China
and his latest project is about finger vein detection, a technology supposed to be safer than fingerprint detection, which is expected to hit
the public market soon.
Yet another case is of Muhammad Zain Siddiqi from Multan, who
joined prestigious Tsinghua University, Beijing, on scholarship and he
would be completing his electronic engineering degree in 2021. About
his future, he says he intends to join a university in Pakistan as a professor after he returns to the homeland.
These examples show that Chinese universities have become a
major destination, not only for Pakistani but also students from across
the globe. The Chinese government is also luring international students
especially from the Belt and Road Initiative participating countries and
regions through scholarships, under the Chinese government scholarship – Silk Road Programme.
Fan Hailin, Deputy Director of the Ministry of Education (MOE), Department of Higher Education, says about 489,200 international students had studied in China in 2017 – an indicator of the country’s
increasing popularity as a destination among foreign students. He says
that 64% per cent of the students were from countries including Pakistan, taking part in the China-proposed Belt and Road Initiative.
The deputy director says there are strong reasons for international
students to get admission to Chinese centres of higher learning. The
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country has focused on higher education sector during the past two
decades and its institutions now stand high among the best universities
and colleges of the world. According to the first-ever ranking of the QS
Mainland China University Rankings, released in March 2019, almost
100 Chinese universities featured among the best on the Chinese mainland. The new ranking was based on a methodology which assesses
national employer and academic reputations, research impact, percentage of international students and other factors.
According to the study, China reached its target of spending four per
cent of its GDP on education in 2012, while the number of colleges and
universities doubled in the last decade, now standing at around 2,900.
The country’s current five-year plan, which extends to 2020, focuses
on modernising and strengthening its higher education system, with key
initiatives such as Project 211, which aims to bring 100 Chinese universities up to a world-class standard, and Project 985, which aims to
create an even more elite group of universities. Project 985 has resulted
in the creation of the C9 league, which has ambitions of becoming
something like the US Ivy League.
The findings show that China has 40 institutions ranked in the QS
World University Rankings-2019, including six in the global top 100,
with 60 more top universities in China included in the new QS Mainland
China Rankings.
With the latest figures showing that nearly 490,000 international students were enrolled in Chinese universities in 2017 (10% more than in
2016), China seems certain of meeting its target of hosting 500,000 foreign students by 2020. Leading sending countries include South Korea,
Thailand, Pakistan, the United States, India, Russia, Japan and Indonesia.
The deputy director at the Chinese Ministry of Education says the
improved number of students is mainly because of the Chinese government’s boosted scholarship scheme, with nearly 59,000 foreign students receiving a scholarship in 2017. Another powerful draw for
international students is the increasing number of English-taught programs, with the number available increasing by 63% in the last five
years.
Rizwan Ali tells the Cutting Edge by an email message that his PhD
degree programme is in the English language, though for the master’s
programme, students medium of studies is the Chinese language.
Therefore, they study the Chinese language in their first year and have
to pass the HSK level 3. The Chinese government is also promoting
the Chinese language among the foreign students, and in future, PhD
as well as master’s programmes would have to be studied in the Chinese language and firstly, they would have to pass HSK level five for
continuing their PhD programmes in Chinese universities, adds the
Pakistani scholar.
Right now, the top three universities on the Chinese mainland are
Tsinghua University, China, Peking University, China, and Fudan University. Tsinghua University, China, is ranked 17th in the world and first
in the Mainland China Ranking in 2019. It is in the Chinese capital of
Beijing and is a member of the elite C9 League. Established in 1911,
Tsinghua University now has a community of just over 46,000 students,
including nearly 2,700 from outside China.
The second university, Peking University, China, is a prestigious research university belonging to China’s C9 League. Established in 1898
and located in Beijing, Peking University admits a high number of international students every year and has maintained a partnership with
Germany’s Freie Universität Berlin since 1981. It is ranked 30th in the
world and second in China and also ranks among the world’s best in
many of the 48 subjects covered by the subject rankings, achieving top
20 positions for chemistry, dentistry, modern languages, linguistics, materials sciences and others.
Fudan University is China’s third-best university according to both
the World University Rankings (for which it’s ranked 44th) and the Mainland China Rankings. Fudan University is spread across four campuses
in Shanghai, one of the nation’s largest hubs of finance and trade.
Fudan University has a current enrolment of just under 32,000 students
and is known as one of China’s most selective schools.
HECP Chairman Dr Tariq Banuri believes Pakistan would have to
take special measures to benefit from the opportunities, being offered
by the Chinese government to international students. After studying at
Chinese centres of learning, they would be better placed not only to
conduct research for local industries but also get jobs in CPEC projects,
he believes.

17

Economics

Towards a charter
of economy
Muhammad Jahangir

In a welcome development, the PTI government is planning to develop a
charter of economy in consultation with political parties and other stakeholders for the purpose of sustainable growth in the country.
Speaking to the media, Federal Finance Minister Asad Umar has disclosed that the government had drafted a medium-term economic framework which would be soon made public. He added that even if a consensus
could not be developed on the framework, still the government might get
productive feedback and suggestions from various quarters. He emphasized that economic decisions should be based on sound economic theory,
more importantly on empirical research and not on self-interests.
The government of the day and the opposition, as a matter of fact, are
like two wheels of a vehicle. Both wheels must move together in a smooth
manner, otherwise the speed of the vehicle will be adversely affected and
it may not be able to keep moving straight on the road onward for progress
and development of the country and the welfare of the people. If one wheel
gets defective in any manner and the system does not work smoothly, then
the people at large suffer more than the government as the speedy and
timely implementation of the on-going development projects in different
sectors all over the country suffer.
In such a situation, quite obviously, the developmental activities are
hampered, both directly and indirectly, and fruits of the development projects do not reach the people as intended by the government. Furthermore,
in a parliamentary system, the opposition leader in the National Assembly
is regarded as the prime minister-in-waiting. In Britain, the opposition also
has a shadow cabinet, but somehow the tradition of having a shadow cabinet by the opposition does not exist here and no attempt has even been
made to promote the idea. In a democratic system, the opposition also has
the right to criticize government policies, programmes and developmental
activities. Such criticism is good and welcomed by the government, if it is
healthy and aimed at improving things. Mere criticism for the sake of criticism is neither liked by the government nor it is productive in any manner.
Given this context, it is a good initiative by the PTI government to take
opposition parties into confidence on the issue of economic revival. The
main problem facing the national economy is concentration of wealth in a
few hands and rising inequality in society. This is what is called elite capture of national resources. A World Bank report has identified influential
groups, like large landowners, parliamentarians, civil servants, multinational corporations, industrialists and security services who hold Pakistan’s
economy in their grip.
This has been going on for decades now. The single biggest privilege
enjoyed by the elite is tax concessions estimated at Rs400 billion only on
account of income tax exemptions. In recent years, allocation of land for
residential and commercial development in large cities has become a primary source of large capital gains and increasing wealth for the privileged
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classes. The rich people, especially the landed aristocracy, pays little or
no taxes at all, while living a luxurious life including palatial houses and
foreign travel. The feudal class pays low income tax and very low water
charges and enjoys huge subsidies. One per cent of landlords still hold
22% of land and 50% of total farmers own only 11% of land.
This state of inequity and injustice should be brought to an end now. A
major step towards it would be to withdraw all needless and overgenerous
tax exemptions for the rich which are costing the country Rs850 billion annually. The subsidies for the agriculture sector should be more finely targeted, so that only the poor benefit from them. Experts also suggest
withdrawing most of the 41 types of withholding taxes as these are not
contributing to the income tax collection. Recently, the federal finance minister announced a drastic reduction in the number of withholding taxes
from the next budget, including the tax on banking transactions being collected from non-filers of tax returns.
The severe challenges facing the economy require that the government
and opposition develop a common charter of economic reforms in the
larger interest. The government’s decision to cut development spending,
increase the interest rate and prices of utilities and currency depreciation
have increased the prospects of stagflation. Rising inflation and unchecked
population growth pose a serious threat to all our economic plans and projects. Revenue is not increasing at the desired rate, while exports have
stagnated. The burden of foreign debt has become cumbersome. All this
requires that we close our ranks and develop an agreed plan of action to
deal with the situation. At this juncture, political confrontation is highly damaging for the economy. Given the urgency of the situation, the government
should not lose any more time in calling a joint meeting with the leaders of
all major political parties in the country to develop a new roadmap for the
revival of the economy.

April 16-30, 2019

Opinion

Extremism in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

There is no denying the fact that due to had social, political, economic, religious and educational policies, Pakistan’s society has become very intolerant, immoral and corrupt. Unfortunately, extremism has spread in
every walk of life and strata of society. Even, universities and colleges,
which are supposed to shed the light of wisdom, enlightenment, moderation and research among students, are filled with irrational ideas, bigot
teachers, extremist students and corrupt staff members.
On March 19, a third-year student Khateeb Hussain killed associate
professor Khalid Hameed, the head of the English Department, at Bahawalpur's Government Sadiq Egerton College.
According to initial information noted by the police at the scene of the
crime, Khateeb Hussain, a 5th-semester BS student enrolled in the English
Department, had exchanged hot words with Prof Hameed at around
8:40am over arranging a “welcome party” at the college. The event, which
Hameed was overseeing, was to be held on March 21 to welcome new
students to the college, the police said. Police said that Hussain was
averse to the event because he viewed the mingling of male and female
pupils at the function as "un-Islamic". Following an argument, Hussain
stabbed the professor in the abdomen and head. Hameed was taken to
Bahawalpur Victoria Hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries.
The most tragic aspect is that in a video, the student, Khateeb Hussain,
says that he had attacked the English professor because he allegedly
"spoke against Islam". When asked why he had not used a lawful way of
voicing his complaints against the academic, he responded that the country's laws are "freeing the blasphemers”. When asked if he regretted his
action, he expressed no remorse”.
It has also been reported that Khateeb used to watch and listen video
lectures of a firebrand cleric. This clearly shows that hate speech and extremist views delivered by some Mullahas have very pernicious effects on
young people. Their extremist views are spreading intolerance, hatred and
anarchy in society. There are many cases which prove the destructive
power of hate preachers. Mashal Khan’s tragic killing by a certain group
of students and members of the Abdul Wali Khan University administration
on the pretext of blasphemy in 2017, is an example.
Mashal Khan was killed because he was outspoken about the university’s bad policies and corrupt administration. The administration used religious extremism against Mishal Khan to incite students and other people
who tortured and shot him. Tragically, the mob continued to attack his body
even after his death. Although Mashal Khan got justice last month when
the court sentenced the accused to life imprisonment, yet his family is still
in danger of being attacked and killed by extremists. The state is not able
to stem the flow of extremist ideas which are prevalent among the people
of Pakistan. The reason of its failure is very clear. Many politicians and religious leaders are using blasphemy to protect their own partisan interests
by fomenting religious extremism and hatred among the people.
In another case, a Christian woman suffered a lot due to religious extremism. She, finally, has received justice from the Apex Court almost after
10 years. But, she and her family members’ lives are still in jeopardy. Due
to extremist views and manipulation of religious sentiments by some politi-
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cians and religious leaders, religious minorities are also not feeling safe in
the society. With the help of Mullahas, many feudal lords are committing
heinous crimes against Hindu community in Sindh. There are many cases
of abduction, forced religious conversion and marriages of the Hindu girls
in Sindh.
According to Human Rights activists, “Hindu to Muslim conversions in
Sindh seem to be exclusively underage girls or women of marriageable
age who disappear and later emerge to reveal they had eloped with Muslim men and converted to Islam freely. The fact that there are hardly any
Hindu men or older women who convert to Islam reveals the grim reality
behind this facade. Quite often, the women or girls also seem to belong to
poor scheduled class families while their new Muslim families are powerful
and influential. These incidents are also shockingly frequent. At least 25
forced conversions of Hindu girls and women and marriages take place
every month in Umerkot’s Kunri and Samaro talukas alone”.
This is very shocking situation. Due to this fear and bad situation, many
Hindu families are leaving Pakistan and settling in India. It is the duty of
the government and state to protect its minorities.
It shows that not only the government has utterly failed to protect its
minorities, but also some people are misusing the Article 20 of the Constitution of Pakistan that guarantees freedom of religion to every citizen.
It is the duty of Imran Khan’s PTI government to solve all the problems
which religious minorities are facing in Pakistan. The government should
introduce revolutionary and scientific reforms in educational system. No
country can make progress and get rid of extremism with three different,
Madrassa, Urdu and English medium, educational systems. Pakistan
needs one system of education. The government should also implement
the National Action Plan (NAP) with an iron hand, if it wants to transform
the society’s mindset and crush extremism.
On the other hand, of child abuse is also increasing in society. According to an NGO “cases of child abuse rose by 11 percent in 2018. Over ten
cases of abuse were reported every day last year, with a total of 3,832
child abuse cases being reported across the country from all four provinces
as well as Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kashmir. In comparison 3,445 cases
were reported in 2017… 55 percent of the victims in the 3,832 cases were
girls and 45 percent boys. Girls were most vulnerable from the ages of 5
and 16 to 18, while boys were most likely to be abused at the ages of 6 to
10 and 11 to 15 years.”
The report not only sheds light on the helplessness of the children but
also speaks volumes about the Pakistani peoples’ moral bankruptcy. The
state should take every possible step to curb thies menace. No nation can
make progress without its healthy children. The government should come
up with legislation on this pressing issue. Harsher punishment should be
given to abusers. There must be a public dialogue on the issue. The power
of the media can be used in initiating the dialogue and spreading awareness among the people. Children should be educated about the issue in
schools. But if Imran Khan and his PTI government fail in solving these
pressing problems, then his dream of an Islamic welfare state will be shattered.
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Climate Change

Future water wars
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

Once Benjamin Franklin said, ”You will learn the worth of water when
the well dries.”A news papers paints a disturbing picture of a nearby future where people are fighting over access to water. These post-apocalyptic-sounding "water wars" could rise as a result of climate change
and population growth and could become real soon enough if we don't
take steps to prevent them.
The study, which comes from the European Commission's Joint Research Centre (JRC), says that the effects of climate change will be
combined with an ever-increasing number of people to trigger intense
competition for increasingly scarce resources. This can lead to regional
instability and social unrest.
Future water wars cannot be neglected. Approximately, 800 million
people lack clean drinking water around the globe.
As droughts and crises multiply, academics have begun grappling
with the darker question of whether such shortages will push citizens and even countries - into hostile factions of water-rich and water-poor.
By mid-century, some of the world's most populous, troubled regions
are predicted to be dangerously water-scarce, including southern and
central Asia, the Middle East and northeast Africa.
Tensions are rising as shortages intensify, says Zeitoun, noting simmering water conflicts along the Tigris and Brahmaputra, and intra-state
conflicts in China's Yellow Basin and the Basra region of Iraq. Two Pakistani provinces, the Punjab and Sindh - the last in line for the Indus water
before it reaches the sea - are routinely at odds over water. In Sindh,
many fishers and farmers, reliant on the rapidly declining delta ecosystem, have simply given up and fled to cities - water refugees. In Darfur,
where rainfall is down 30 per cent over 40 years, evaporating water holes
and disappearing pasture helped push farmers and herders into civil war.
The Indus River is the primary source of freshwater for most of Pakistan. Pakistan is one of the fastest-growing nations in the world. It has
a population of 210 million now. The country is grappling with the same
sorts of growing pains that its neighbour, India, is experiencing. The year
2025 has been marked as the year when Pakistan — if it doesn’t mend
its ways soon — will turn from a “water-stressed” country to a “waterscarce” country. Warnings about water running out have been issued
separately by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
the Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR). And
as the alarm bells began to ring, the former Chief Justice of Pakistan
launched a campaign to build the Diamer Bhasha and Mohmand Dams.
In his inaugural speech, Prime Minister Imran Khan, too, announced his
backing for the plan.
But Pakistan has an extraordinary problem looming on the horizon:
water scarcity, which has devastated other countries in the sub-tropics
in the past decade, is now quite real. And a solution to the crisis is not
entirely within the country’s control.
A special report on climate change adaptation says that at least a
billion people in sub-tropical regions of the world, like Pakistan, India,
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Yemen, Saudi Arabia and Somalia will face increasing water scarcity.
Glacier melting is responsible for roughly half of the water flowing in
the Indus, making the situation worse. The health of the Himalayas in
the face of the earth’s changing climate is a real, and growing, concern.
“Given the rapid melting of the Himalayan glaciers that feed the Indus
River… and growing tensions with upriver archenemy India about use
of the river’s tributaries, it’s unlikely that Pakistani food production will
long keep pace with the growing population,” Steven Solomon, writes.
He also said that the Middle East would be the first region to confront
the issue.
Just as we’ve seen in Yemen—where water riots ripped the country
apart and led to a civil war that has destabilized the country in the midst
of political chaos—wealthy, politically connected landowners in Pakistan
have also been accused of siphoning off far more than their fair share
of freshwater in upriver Punjab. There have been water riots over lack
of water and electricity in Karachi.
“The future looks grim,” Solomon concludes. “Eventually, flows of the
Indus are expected to decrease as global warming causes the Himalayan glaciers to retreat, while monsoons will get more intense. Terrifyingly, Pakistan only has the capacity to hold a 30-day reserve storage
of water as a buffer against drought.”
But experts believe that India’s efforts to dam up the Indus could ultimately destroy Pakistan’s ability to feed its population.
If both countries collaborated on a series of giant, large-scale dams
that were built to rotate water use to different regions, tensions could be
reduced. More than 700 billion gallons of water is pulled from the Indus
River every year to grow cotton.
“Pakistan’s entire economy is driven by the textile industry,” says
Michael Kugelman, a South Asia expert at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. “The problem with Pakistan’s economy is
that most of the major industries use a ton of water—textiles, sugar,
wheat—and there’s a tremendous amount of water that’s not only used,
but wasted.”
The water crisis in Pakistan and overall the world has become adverse. All this should serve as a clarion call to our leaders who are busy
at power politics and political squabbling. If the incumbent leadership
does not build an adequate number of small and large dams, the country
will face recurrent drought and threatening floods in the future. Be it climate-change, limited storage capacity, trans-boundary dispute or mismanagement of water; governments entities ostensibly lack coordination
to tackle issue of water wars.
At the end, construction of reservoirs, using advanced telemetry, raising height of existing dams to increase capacity, using advanced technologies e.g. drip farming for water conservation, strengthening the role
of the UN with constitutional and international law amendments, national
way policy reviews are a few ways to counter this emergency with a
practical futuristic approach.
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Policy

Leave no one behind
Huma Mir

Education is a fundamental human right and holds the potential to become one of the most powerful ingredients for development in the
years ahead, facilitating as a connection from poverty to prosperity,
from exclusion to participation, from division to understanding.
Improved and quality education is associated with many positive
developments, including fewer child marriages, lower death rates
among children under the age of five and mothers during childbirth,
more effective disease preventive measures, higher level wages, and
better economic growth. The challenges we are facing worldwide, grow
more alarming than ever, more and better quality education will be the
key to challenging them all.
Now as the world is aware to gather around a set of goals to improve lives and protect the planet, we must work together to achieve
these targets. It is mandatory that Pakistan may also consider implementing SDG-4 to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities where no one is left behind.
It further lays the basis for a truly transformational approach to education, one that is holistic, ambitious, and aspirational. In Pakistan, the
provision of quality education is the constitutional obligation of the
state in accordance with the Article 25-A. The Government has partially succeeded in providing access to quality education to the schoolage children of both public and private sector schools.
But the goal of providing quality education is to transmit not only
the basics, but also the skills and values to make our societies more
equitable, resilient, and inclusive. To achieve the maximum impact, educational initiatives must leave no one behind that includes not the poor
or disadvantaged, and not girls, who have all too often paid a high price
for trying to get an education. Recent data by UNESCO shows that 124
million children and adolescents are out-of-school worldwide. In South
and West Asia, 80% of out-of-school girls are unlikely to start schooling,
compared to just 16% for boys. The factual degree of any policy’s success is the extent to which it benefits the most marginalized.
Nevertheless, free and compulsory education is essential, yet will
be insufficient to ensure that all school-age children can actually attend
school. Other solutions may include involvement of private sector organizations, conditional cash transfers, scholarships for girls, construction of schools in remote areas, blended learning programs, improved
facilities for disabled learners, and incentives for teachers to work in
difficult conditions. New practices with such initiatives should be
shared more widely to develop more informed policies.
Keeping the enrollment track of children in the school is not sufficient, efforts must be made to ensure the quality of the education they
receive. Since last decade, flow in enrollment, together with the expansion of learning assessments, has exposed the scale of the quality
crisis in education. At least 250 million children, around the globe,
have been left incapable to read, write, or count adequately after four
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years in schools. Furthermore, equitable quality education can lead to
peace, social justice, and sustainable development but the challenge
is to aim for more than measurable short-term outcomes. This is an
opportunity to put in place a framework for sustainable development
that is aspirational and courageous. Quality of education advocates a
broad notion of quality education, which covers all elements of the education process, including broad-based curricula, adequate teaching
and learning materials, and reasonable class sizes. Every student has
the right to be taught by a qualified and well-supported teacher, and
to learn in safe schools with adequate infrastructure, facilities, and resources.
Contemporary education systems are under pressure, but the argument that there is a compromise between access and quality does
not show a sound basis. Inclusion breeds excellence in all sectors of
life. Teachers and schools need to be given the means to fulfill their
mission of giving students the skills and knowledge they need to gain
decent employment and contribute to society. Learning is a continuous
process and does not stop till school level, to compete in a highly interconnected, increasingly knowledge-based, and technologically
driven global economy, people must continue to learn and adapt
throughout their lives. Emphasizing this simple learning the fundamentals in school is not enough; students also need to gain the capacity
to analyze, think critically and creatively, and solve problems.
Executing such an ambitious vision of education will require new
and broader partnerships. This could be done only with political ownership of a state and the setting of priorities. Effective functioning of
SDGs needs to be prioritized and in this regard, education has to receive higher billing, nationally and globally. Moreover, the ongoing decline in international aid to education must be reversed, and new
financial sources such as emerging economy donors, the private sector, foundations, and philanthropists must be mobilized. Education is
a universal common good, and it is everyone’s right to concern. It is a
global obligation to give a massive push for addressing the dilemma
of children and young people in conflict-affected states too. Philanthropic aid for education remains worthless in relation to need. Education must be an integral part of any emergency response, and all
peace-building efforts.
There is an inevitable need for a country like Pakistan to strive for
a school education system that leaves no one behind and ensures inclusive and equitable quality education. In order to foster quality education, there is a need to activate the school councils more effectively
and efficiently for stronger community involvement like advanced nations. Additional support from the community school networks (CSNs)
and the capacity building of line departments is also required with respect to improving the quality of school education and accessibility for
all the children without discrimination.
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Your View
Thar coal

National award
This is with reference to the national awards given out on March 23

The Thar coal block II has started producing electricity. This is a

by the prime minister, particularly the awards given to two TV ac-

success of the government. Now it is time to prepare our people

tresses – Mehwish Hayat and Ayesha Umar. I would like to make a

for technical knowledge. The Sindh government should establish

suggestion. Next year, there should be clear categories such as:

a short training course institute at Islam Kot district, Tharparkar,

best doctors, best artists, best professors, players, school teach-

through Sindh Technical and Vocational Training Authority

ers, national hero, journalist, fiction writer, etc.

(STEVTA). The people should be trained here. If necessary,

This will help people understand why an individual is being

trainers should be brought from outside Sindh. Such practice

awarded.

has been done by Engro at block II .The locals benefited and

I would also like to suggest that the awards should be given on the

now are employed here. If our people are not trained, then in-

recommendations of a committee of experts in each field.

vestors may bring trained people from other provinces. Our peo-

Dr Arifa Farid
Karachi

ple will not get technical jobs owing to lack of skills. STEVTA and
the Sindh government can decrease unemployment in the area
by training our people. It is now our government’s responsibility
to take necessary measures to establish such training centres

Passport issue

for our youths.
Abdul Sattar
Islam Kot, Thar

On March 25, I went to the passport office in Saddar Karachi seeking
a fresh ordinary passport. After completing most of the formalities, I
was informed by an official at the office that since my Computerized
National Identity Card picture had a blue background, I could not

Plastic bags

have a new passport issued. I would have to get a new CNIC made
with a white background picture in order to get a fresh passport. This

This issue must be taken seriously. If the government is not taking it

is confusing as my CNIC is valid till 2024. Moreover, I have bought a

seriously, patriot Pakistanis have to come forward by implementing

vehicle and opened bank accounts on the basis of this CNIC, with a

a scheme, which is already in force in North America. Here in

blue background picture. Could the ministry of interior please clarify

Canada, many supermarkets have introduced a five to 10-cent

this matter: are CNICs with a blue background pictures not being ho-

charge for plastic shopping bags. These supermarkets also sell re-

noured anymore at passport offices in Pakistan?

useable bags of cloth with their business names so that customers

Syed Khadim Hassan

should use then again instead of paying for plastic bags each time.

Karachi

Many supermarkets award loyalty points to customers for using reuseable bags of any kind. This scheme has become successful, and
the use of plastic bags has drastically reduced. In Pakistan, sellers,
who use plastic bags for their customers, should implement the pol-

Expensive water

icy of charging, say a rupee or two, for plastic bags, which will surely

A few days ago, pamphlets were distributed in our neighbourhood

produce positive results. Also, supermarkets and departmental

announcing an increase in the prices of bottled mineral water of a

stores should introduce re-useable shopping bags with their busi-

renowned multinational food giant. The flyer mentioned an increase

ness name. This will reduce the use of plastic bags.
Qasim Abbas

of Rs20 for a 19.7 litre water bottle, which is more than a rupee per

Mississauga, Canada

litre. On reading this I was reminded of a Supreme Court verdict
earlier this year in which it had imposed a one-rupee per litre
charge on mineral water and beverage companies that were extracting water free of cost. The SC had specifically mentioned that
this money be set aside and given for the construction of DiamerBhasha and Mohmand dams. I request the Supreme Court to issue
directives that this money should be paid from the massive profits
made by these companies, and the company management should
not increase prices to extract it from the pockets of their customers.
Fahad Ahmed Khan
Hyderabad
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Holy month
THE holy month of Ramazan is approaching fast. Like every year,
the prices of fruits and vegetables have hit the sky without any explanation. I request the government to come up with a plan to control the price hike, so that citizens get some relief.
Abdul Rasheed
Karach
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One Antarctic ice shelf gets half its
annual snowfall in just 10 days

Chytrid’s frog-killing toll has been
tallied — and it’s bad

Carolyn Gramling

Kathleen O'Neil

Just a few powerful storms in
Antarctica can have an outsized effect on how much
snow parts of the southernmost continent get. Those
ephemeral storms, preserved in ice cores, might
give a skewed view of how
quickly the continent’s ice sheet has grown or shrunk over time.
Relatively rare extreme precipitation events are responsible for more than
40 percent of the total annual snowfall across most of the continent — and
in some places, as much as 60 percent, researchers report. Climatologist
John Turner of the British Antarctic Survey in Cambridge and his colleagues
used regional climate simulations to estimate daily precipitation across the
continent from 1979 to 2016. Then, the team zoomed in on 10 locations —
representing different climates from the dry interior desert to the often
snowy coasts and the open ocean — to determine regional differences in
snowfall.

A skin fungus that has
plagued frogs and toads
worldwide now holds the
title of being the world’s
worst invasive killer, displacing cats and rodents.
The first global tally of the
toll caused by a chytrid infection shows that it’s responsible for population declines in at least
500 amphibian species, including 90 presumed extinctions. And that’s
a conservative estimate, scientists say. The affected animals, mostly
frogs and toads, account for 6.5 percent of known amphibian species,
making the pandemic “the greatest documented loss of biodiversity attributable to a pathogen,” researchers report. In comparison, cats
threaten 430 species and rodents, 420 species.

While snowfall amounts vary greatly by location, extreme events packed
the biggest wallop along Antarctica’s coasts, especially on the floating ice
shelves, the researchers found. For instance, the Amery ice shelf in East
Antarctica gets roughly half of its annual precipitation — which typically totals about half a meter of snow — in just 10 days, on average. In 1994, the
ice shelf got 44 percent of its entire annual precipitation on a single day in
September.
Ice cores aren’t just a window into the past; they are also used to predict
the continent’s future in a warming world. So characterizing these coastal
regions is crucial for understanding Antarctica’s ice sheet — and its potential future contribution to sea level rise.
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Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis or Bd for short, a pathogen that’s been
widely spread by wildlife trade, is the primary culprit. Bd, first identified
in 1998, has caused massive frog and toad die-offs. Though the
scourge peaked in the 1980s in Central and South America and Australia, it remains an ongoing threat. The fungus infects the keratinized
skin that amphibians develop once they mature and transition from
water to land. The resulting chytridiomycosis destroys an amphibian’s
ability to regulate the proper flow of electrolytes and fluids through its
skin, usually leading to heart failure within a few weeks.
Ben Scheele, an ecologist at Australian National University in Canberra, coordinated 40 other researchers with regional amphibian knowledge. The team analyzed published literature and unpublished data,
including interviews of researchers with expertise in 24 countries known
to have chytrid infections.

23

02
Health

Climate change may mean more risky mosquitoes
Maureen Salamon
You thought Zika was scary? Well, get this: Global warming places up to
one billion people worldwide at risk of exposure to disease-carrying mosquitoes over the next 50 years, new research indicates.
The two most common disease-transmitting mosquitoes -- Aedes aegypti
and Aedes albopictus -- carry viruses such as dengue, Zika and chikungunya, plus more than a dozen others that could become larger threats
in the next half-century, researchers report. By creating a month-by-month
model of temperature changes across the world, scientists analyzed what
would happen if these two types of mosquitoes moved as temperatures
rose over the decades. "Even though it's hard to pin down the numbers,
we've known this would be a problem for some time," said study author
Colin Carlson. He's a postdoctoral fellow in the biology department at
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. "The scale of the numbers is
definitely frightening," Carlson added. "If there's a human aspect to this,
it's that we were hoping for a different result."
Mosquitoes carry diseases that cause millions of deaths every year, according to the World Health Organization. Dengue, Zika and chikungunya
cause symptoms that include fever, rash and severe muscle aches,
among others. Zika virus surfaced in Brazil in 2014 and caused severe
brain damage to thousands of South American babies exposed in the
womb. Carlson and his team found that as temperatures increase worldwide, year-round transmissions of mosquito-borne diseases could occur
in the tropics, and seasonal outbreaks might happen nearly everywhere

else. Nearly every population on earth could be exposed to these diseases over the next half-century.
In the United States, where Zika cases have occurred in warmer areas in
the last several years, dengue and chikungunya could also become wider
threats, Carlson said. Currently, about 100 to 200 cases of dengue fever
occur in the United States every year, mostly in people who have traveled
abroad, according to the U.S. National Institutes of Health. "The significance of the study is we have the ability to know the threat is coming,"
Carlson said. "The hope is that we can keep some of these viruses from
getting established in the U.S. and U.S. territories. But any approach we
take that focuses just on keeping tropical diseases out of the U.S. and
Europe is missing the bigger picture."

Shift work is tough on workers’ hearts
Robert Preidt
disease has continued to rise with 7.6 million
deaths in 2005 and 8.9 million people dying
due to the condition in 2015," Chen said in a
news release. "Patients can require surgical interventions and medications, meaning ischemic heart disease is one of the biggest
burdens on health care systems."

Millions of Americans work in shifts, and new
research suggests it's doing no favors for their
cardiovascular health.
The Chinese study of more than 320,000 people found that shift workers are at heightened
risk for heart disease, and the more years they
work shifts, the greater their risk. Shift work
"can earn more profit, but it can also cause
harm to the health of employees, so employers
should reduce shift work as much as possible,"
advised study lead author Dr. Weihong Chen.
She's a researcher in occupational and environmental health at Huazhong University of
Science and Technology in Wuhan. In the
study, Chen's team analyzed data from 21
prior studies involving hundreds of thousands
of people and nearly 20,000 cases of coronary
heart disease, which is caused by blocked
blood flow in the heart.
The study wasn't designed to prove cause and
effect, but the data showed that shift workers
were 13 percent more likely to develop coronary heart disease than daytime workers. And
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for every year spent working on shift work,
there was a nearly 1 percent increase in the
risk of coronary heart disease, Chen and colleagues reported. The reason why shift workers
are at increased risk for coronary heart disease
isn't known, but disruption of the normal sleepwake cycle, increased stress, and unhealthy
lifestyles often associated with shift work could
be factors, the Chinese team reasoned. Heart
disease is a major killer, however, so there are
big implications for millions of workers.
"The number of deaths due to ischemic heart

Dr. Satjit Bhusri, a cardiologist at Lenox Hill
Hospital in New York City, agreed. Reviewing
the new findings, Bhusri said that "physicians
and patients should both take this occupational
situation as an additional risk factor for heart
disease, and initiate prevention and treatment
early." How might that work, exactly? According to Chen, "employers should pay attention
to staff members who are experiencing symptoms of heart problems, as well as those with
a family history of heart disease. Employers
could provide health promotion, such as information on how to prevent and deal with ischemic heart disease." Finally, she said,
"companies could also consider providing
health checks to detect early signs of heart
problems."
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The Journey

The Crossing

Leslie Felperin

Cath Clarke

It’s the first night of Eid, in 2006,
and a young woman named
Sara (Zahraa Ghandour) steps
into the newly reopened Baghdad Central Station, with explosives strapped to her body and
a detonator switch in her shaking hand. Time seems to stand
still, fade to white, loop backwards and start over.
Sara enters the station again, and perhaps what we’re seeing now is her
in a part of the multiverse where a moment’s hesitation affords her a
chance to understand exactly who would be hurt if she pressed the button, what’s at stake and what her own motives are. A chance encounter
with low-level grifter Salam (Ameer Ali Jabarah) forces Sara to take him
hostage. Salam tries to persuade Sara not to trigger the bomb, appealing
to a deadened sense of humanity that is slowly reawakened as she gets
to know the other characters teeming around the station forecourt. These
include a homeless brother and sister selling flowers and trying to stay
clear of the tougher, meaner street kids; a desperate woman with a baby;
a musician and his estranged wife; and a grieving father.
Director Mohamed Al-Daradji adeptly builds suspense throughout while
his script, co-written with Isabelle Stead (the two also collaborated on
Al-Daradji’s Son of Babylon and In My Mother’s Arms), has understanding and empathy for even its most problematic characters. That even
goes for an overly aggressive American soldier who doesn’t realise what
kind of danger he’s in.

The Dirt
Stephen Snart
Hot on the heels of Bohemian
Rhapsody’s mystifying four
Oscar wins and box office glory
comes The Dirt, the long gestating biopic of the 80s glam-rock
band Mötley Crüe. In the 18
years since the band’s autobiography of the same name hit bookshelves, the film has gone through a series of starts and stops, including
the passing interest of David Fincher (imagine!). But unlike the universally
beloved Queen, Mötley Crüe are the kind of polarizing band where potential
viewers may be more likely to remember the names of the band’s outsized
personalities than the names of their hit songs. Suitably, the film finally arrives by way of circumventing the silver screen altogether with the lower
stakes Netflix distribution model, a fresh-faced cast and a director known
best for compiling amateur-style prank videos.
While we can fantasize about what a visionary like Fincher would have
done with the material, the actual film is probably the most apropos of the
band’s stature. Mötley Crüe’s music was never destined to win Grammys,
nor was their book bound for the Man Booker prize, and this film will not
be positioned for Oscars. So, as it turns out, things ended up as they should
and the film works pretty well.
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With this elegantly elliptical arthouse movie, Bai Xue announces
herself as a cool, confident observer of a new generation of Chinese youth. There are echoes of
Sofia Coppola in Bai’s directing
debut, a coming-of-age story inspired by real-life criminal gangs in
Hong Kong who recruit schoolkids to smuggle mobile phones into mainland
China. It’s a wisp of film that never quite gathers speed or force but it gets
under your skin, capturing the impulsiveness and impatience of teenagers.
Others may find it a little flat or frustrating.
Huang Yao is shy 16-year-old Peipei, who’s frantically saving up for a holiday in Japan with her rich best friend Jo (Carmen Soup). Peipei commutes
daily between her home in the Chinese city Shenzhen and school in Hong
Kong. To make a little extra money she smuggles for a gang. It begins harmlessly enough, slipping a couple of iPhones wrapped in cling film into her
school bag. If stopped by officials at the airport-style security on the metro,
she can reasonably claim the phones are for personal use. As Peipei slips
between worlds, Bai changes up the camera style, from handheld in busy
Hong Kong to still compositions in Shenzhen.
What you think you’re getting here is an in-too-deep drama, as menacing
gang boss Sister Hua (Elena Kong) coaxes Peipei into carrying more dangerous contraband. But instead of cranking up the tension as the stakes increase, Bai takes a smart, thoughtful approach.

The Vanishing
Peter Bradshaw
Plenty of beards, glowering stares and
the distant susurration of surf in this
serviceably tense drama-thriller from
screenwriters Joe Bone and Celyn
Jones, directed by Kristoffer Nyholm.
It has nothing to do with George
Sluizer’s horror classic and is based on a true story: the mystery of the
Flannan Isles lighthouse in the Outer Hebrides.
In 1900, three lighthouse keepers simply disappeared from that remote
island. No one could find any explanation. The apparently supernatural
event entered into popular culture, and was the subject of Peter Maxwell
Davies’s 1980 opera The Lighthouse, a mystical evocation of suppressed guilt cosmically rolling in with the fog – not a million miles from
some ideas in this movie.
What The Vanishing posits is not an alien abduction, or spontaneous combustion, but a tale of fear, self-preservation and greed. James (Gerard Butler) and Thomas (Peter Mullan) are two seasoned, grizzled old lighthouse
keepers settling in for a six-week stretch of duty, along with a nervy young
recruit, Donald (Connor Swindells). To their astonishment one day, they
find a wrecked lifeboat down on the rocks with what appears to be a single
dead man, and a locked chest. As the senior ranking officer, Thomas orders
Donald to go down on to the rocks to investigate, with terrible results.
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The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs

Fierce Fragile Hearts

Steve Brusatte

Sara Barnard

About 66 million years ago the dinosaurs
were wiped from the face of the earth.
Today, Dr. Steve Brusatte, one of the leading scientists of a new generation of dinosaur hunters, armed with cutting edge
technology, is piecing together the complete story of how the dinosaurs ruled the
earth for 150 million years. The world of the
dinosaurs has fascinated on book and
screen for decades – from early science fiction classics like The Lost World, to Godzilla
terrorizing the streets of Tokyo, and the
monsters of Jurassic Park. But what if we
got it wrong? In The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs, top dinosaur expert Brusatte, tells
the real story of how dinosaurs rose to dominate the planet. Using the fossil
clues that have been gathered using state of the art technology, Brusatte
follows these magnificent creatures from their beginnings in the Early Triassic period, through the Jurassic period to their final days in the Cretaceous and the legacy that they left behind. Along the way, Brusatte
introduces us to modern day dinosaur hunters and gives an insight into
what it’s like to be a paleontologist. The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs is
full of thrilling accounts of some of his personal discoveries, including primitive human-sized tyrannosaurs, monstrous carnivores even larger than T.
rex, and feathered raptor dinosaurs preserved in lava from China. At a
time when Homo sapiens has existed for less than 200,000 years and we
are already talking about planetary extinction, The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs is a timely reminder of what humans can learn from the magnificent creatures who ruled the earth before us.

Pakistan for Women
Maliha Abbas Abidi
Pakistan for Women is a book about 50+
real stories of amazing women who belong
to Pakistan and have achieved something
extraordinary while making a difference. It
consists of illustrations for each woman
along side their stories. It is one of a kind
project and such a book does not exist in
Pakistan yet. It celebrates women from all
walks of life and is designed to inspire girls
and help them understand the importance
of women empowerment and feminism
through these stories. It is seen at times
that certain people discourage girls to go
after what they are passionate about. In some cultures, basic right of education is denied as well. Awareness and cultural misconceptions play a big
role in this. Excuses vary from honour to household responsibilities, although at times the reason told to those little girls is that they are in Pakistan
and therefore they cannot achieve something because their country is poor
or doesn’t have that many resources. The book consists of true stories of
women, from mountaineers to astrophysicists to educators, and it advocates
for the idea that if these Pakistani women can achieve their dreams through
hard work and dedication, so can all the girls, reading their stories.
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Hearts is the stunning companion novel to Sara
Barnard's YA bestseller Beautiful Broken Things,
which was selected for the inaugural Zoella Book
Club. It is about leaving the past behind, the friends
who form your future, and learning to find love, in
all its forms. Two years after a downward spiral took
her as low as you can possibly go, Suzanne is starting again. She's back in Brighton, the only place
she felt she belonged, back with her best friends
Caddy and Rosie. But they're about to leave for university. When your friends have been your light in
the darkness, what happens when you're the one left behind?

The Science of Marvel
Sebastian Alvarado
The Marvel Cinematic Universe is filled with extraordinary humans and abilities. There are teenaged geniuses swinging through the streets of New York,
billionaires creating impenetrable armor in hidden
caves, and aliens flying through wormholes to Earth.
All of these characters seem to lie firmly in the realm
of fantasy—but the technology behind them might not
be as farfetched as you think. The Science of Marvel
pulls back the curtain and reveals the secrets behind
Marvel movie magic, and shows us how to recreate
these comic book wonders in our everyday life. Using quantum physics, a
little bit of mechanical engineering, and some out-of-the-box thinking, you’ll
be amazed to discover that it’s possible to create a real-life Captain America, Incredible Hulk, or Black Panther. The perfect gift or collectible for Marvel fans everywhere, The Science of Marvel brings beloved movies and
characters to life like never before.

A Concise History of Sunnis and Shi’as
John Mchugo
The 1400-year-old schism between Sunnis and Shi‘is
has rarely been as toxic as it is today, feeding wars
and communal strife in Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and many other countries, with tensions
between Saudi Arabia and Iran escalating. India, too,
has not emerged unscathed from this schism, and
has witnessed periodic violence between the two
sects throughout history. In this richly layered and engrossing account, John McHugo reveals how this
great divide occurred. Charting the story of Islam from
the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad to the present day, he describes the
conflicts that raged over the succession to the Prophet, how Sunnism and
Shi‘ism evolved as different sects during the Abbasid caliphate, and how
the rivalry between the empires of the Sunni Ottomans and Shi‘i Safavids
contrived to ensure that the split would continue into modern times. Now its
full, destructive force has been brought out by the struggle between Saudi
Arabia and Iran for the soul of the Muslim world.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You need more time to think this whole situation through. Be prepared to make compensations and adjustments. Although up
setting, changes in your domestic situation
will be favorable. Take a trip or just spend
some quality time with your mate. Your
lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Pay attention to small but important details.
Dig deep to find out how costly a new venture will be before you sign on the dotted
line. Romance will be on your mind, and
chances for ideal connections are in the
works. Be firm when dealing with matters
pertaining to your environment. Your lucky
day this week will be Monday.

You're in the mood to party. Enjoy taking
courses or lecturing others. You need to do
something that will make you feel better
about yourself. Your efforts will be rewarded
handsomely. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Your determination and stamina will make
your work look flaw less and effortless.
You don't want to give anyone fuel for the
fire. Courses dealing with psychology or
health care will be of interest. You need to
look into some private matters before you
can proceed with your plans. Your lucky
day this week will be Tuesday.

Try not to get into disputes that will lead to
estrangement's. Try not to get backed into
corners. You will find that you can work progressively at improving yourself this week.
Plan your social events carefully. Your lucky
day this week will be Friday.

You need a change and you need to earn
more cash. If possible, rely on coworkers to
back your objectives, and talk to superiors in
order to get approval. You need to do more
things that you enjoy. Try not to be so demonstrative. Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You will be in an overly generous mood this
week. Join a choir or a drama club. You may
be considering moving to larger quarters.
Don't get upset. Take the time to help those
less fortunate. Your lucky day this week will
be Tuesday.

Be careful not to exaggerate when interacting
with your lover. Entertainment should include
your whole family. You are best to sit back and
think it through, rather than add to the ranting
and raving. You are ready to blow up and your
stress level has gone into over drive. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

You are best to work at home if you can. You
need to do something energetic and different. Be creative in your efforts. Changes in
your residence will be favorable in the long
haul. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Uncertainties regarding relatives will make situations uncomfortable if you attend a family
function. Lighten up your serious attitude Dazzle them with your intellectual conversation.
Look out for those wanting to push you into a
disagreement. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday.

Try to get out and socialize. If you put your
mind to it, you could entertain or host a multitude of social events. You can expect to
face opposition on the home front. Don't be
too quick to spend money. Your lucky day
this week will be Wednesday.

Don't get depressed, get busy. You can accomplish a lot if you're willing to put in a little extra
time. Try to be a bit more understanding or you
may end up spending the evening alone. Don't
let someone you work with put words in your
mouth. You may find that children are not as
accepting as you have been. Your lucky day
this week will be Sunday.
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