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Reorganisation

The cabinet reshuffle and more
The resignation of Finance Minister Asad Umar
and the accompanying cabinet reshuffle has
generated a lot of controversial heat in the
country. While the government spokesmen
have defended and justified the decision, the
opposition parties have used it to criticize Prime
Minister Imran Khan and describe his running
of the country’s affairs as a failure.
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Technocracy or presidential
system?
With the induction of Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh as
adviser to Prime Minister Imran Khan on Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs, the
number of technocrats in the cabinet has risen
to over 12. It has triggered a debate in the country whether Pakistan has become a technocracy
or heading to a presidential system.
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Economics

An admission
of failure?
Shahid Hussain

The ouster of Finance Minister Asad Umar ahead of the budget is being
seen as the first official admission of the government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan of its failure to revive the economy. Experts say the economy
will take years to revive and the government has removed him to divert
the public attention from real issues.
Experts say Asad Umar was removed for prolonging talks with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a bailout package, which extended uncertainty in the country. It is said Prime Minister Imran Khan
was not happy with him because his policies had created an unprece-
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dented price hike in the country. His supporters say he was not alone to
formulate the economic policies and implement them. When the media
and the opposition made him the butt of their criticism, the government
removed him. It is said he had created panic among the public with his
frank admission of the bad state of the economy. As finance minister,
he was aware of financial problems, but he unnecessary shared them
with the public, which created despondency in the country. Once, he
was quoted by the media as saying that people would cry loudly when
more economic reforms were introduced. Even in his last press confer-
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ence, when he announced his resignation, he warned of tougher times
for Pakistan and its people in the future. He is right. Pakistan’s problems
cannot be fixed in few months and days. But his frank admission created
panic among the public, rather than any hope for a brighter future.
There are also rumours that he was asked to step down after the international bureaucracy was not happy with him as he was not willing to compromise on many points and was persistently firm on his principles. Few
months ago, the media reported that the IMF had asked the government
to sack him because he was not willing to accept its conditions despite
holding talks for months. It is obvious the government will accept harsh
conditions of the IMF after the appointment of Dr Hafeez Sheikh, the new
finance adviser, which Asad Umar was not willing to accept.
It is understandable the government will have to make some difficult
decisions to stabilise the economy. The new finance adviser is not a politician, like Asad Umar, and he is expected to take decisions quietly, which
may create more trouble for the common people, but put the economy on
the path to recovery. The move coincides with reports that Pakistan’s economy will further slowdown in the next few years. Pakistan faces chronic
economic woes, including dwindling foreign exchange reserves, low exports, high inflation, growing fiscal deficit, and current account deficit. In
its “South Asia Economic Focus Report” the World Bank has warned that
Pakistan’s economic growth will decelerate to 3.4pc in fiscal year 2019
and 2.7pc in fiscal year 2020, as fiscal and monetary policies are tightened
to address macroeconomic imbalances.
Pakistan’s economy is projected to slow down significantly and weigh
on the region’s aggregate growth rate, said Jihad Azour, director of the
Middle East and Central Asia Department at the International Monetary
Fund. At a recent talk on the economic outlook for the Middle East, North
Africa, Afghanistan, and Pakistan (MENAP) region, Azour argued that
global economic headwinds were making policy efforts more urgent and
challenging for the region. For oil importers in the region, growth is expected to ease to 3.6pc, from 4.2pc in 2018, in part due to weaker global
economic environment. Slowing global growth and trade, as well as
geopolitical tensions and other potential external shocks, will pose economic challenges. The trends heighten the urgency of implementing reforms that bolster economic resilience and secure inclusive growth, the
IMF director noted. In a related report, the IMF also sounded alarm on
global debt. Noting that global debt had now reached $164 trillion or
225pc of global GDP, it warned that the world’s public and private sectors
were more in debt now than at the 2008 financial crisis, when global
debt/GDP peaked at 213pc.
Despite many negatives, there were some positive signs in Asad
Umar’s era. The trade deficit of the country shrank by 14pc to $23.45 billion in the first nine months of the current fiscal year from $27.29b in the
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corresponding period last year. The decline in deficit — down $3.84b in
the July-March period — is estimated to be in the range of $5-6b at the
end of the ongoing fiscal year. The contraction was attributed to a steep
fall in overall import bill even though export proceeds posted a mixed
trend during the period. On a month-on-month basis, the trade deficit fell
by 37.74pc to $1.93b in March from $3.1b over the corresponding month
last year. However, the country’s exports fell by 4.54pc in March, making
it the second consecutive month in which export proceeds declined. In
absolute terms, the exports fell to $2.1b in March from $2.2b over the
corresponding month last year. The massive 33pc rupee devaluation
since July 2018, coupled with cash assistance to major sectors, mainly
textile and clothing, wasn’t enough to boost the country’s exports as they
grew by a marginal 1.05pc to $17.21b during the July-March period 201819, from $17.03b in the corresponding period last year. According to a
recent IMF study, performance-based salaries of tax officials in Pakistan
have significantly increased tax collection but the government move has
also enhanced bribe rates. The study — “Tackling Corruption in Government” — analyses more than 180 countries and finds that more corrupt
countries collect fewer taxes, as people pay bribes to avoid them, including through tax loopholes designed in exchange for kickbacks. The study
also determined that when taxpayers believe their governments are corrupt, they are more likely to evade paying taxes. “While performancebased salaries of tax officials in Pakistan led to a significant increase in
tax collection (by as much as 50pc), bribe requests increased by 30pc,”
the study found and suggested combining higher wages with monitoring
and sanctions to deal with the problem.
Asad Umar was removed a few days after he claimed the economy
was out of the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) after “surgery.” Unveiling the
Medium-Term Economic Framework report titled: “Roadmap to Stability,
Growth and Productive Employment” to address three chronic gaps that
have thrown the country deeper into a debt trap, he said Pakistan had accepted a longstanding demand of the IMF to return the executive’s power
to issue supplementary budgets back to the parliament. In addition, he
hinted at allowing western neighbours to trade with India through Pakistan’s land route. He also announced bringing energy prices to the cost
recovery levels, and automatic quarterly tariff adjustments, which are key
IMF demands.
The question is: why he was asked to step down despite accepting all
IMF conditions? He was only acting upon recommendations of an 18member Economic Advisory Council, set up by Prime Minister Imran Khan,
on August 28, 2018. He presented two mini-budgets, depreciated the
rupee, hiked power and gas prices, on recommendations of the council.
He cannot be blamed for the unprecedented price hike in the country. Experts say his “threats” of more bad times ahead cost him his job.
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Reorganisation

The cabinet reshuffle
and more
Nasim Ahmed

The resignation of Finance Minister Asad Umar and the accompanying
cabinet reshuffle has generated a lot of controversial heat in the country.
While the government spokesmen have defended and justified the decision, the opposition parties have used it to criticize Prime Minister Imran
Khan and describe his running of the country’s affairs as a failure. One
reason for the brouhaha is that Asad Umar’s resignation came only days
after strong denial by the government that any such thing was happening.
Asad Umar’s eight-month term as finance minister saw the economy
sinking deeper into recession. He has the unique distinction of presenting
two minibudgets within one financial year without authoring an annual
budget. His term saw the economic growth rate fall from a 13-year high of
5.8% to an estimated under 4% by the end of the ongoing fiscal year. Inflation is also estimated to be the highest ever in a decade. Under his ministry the rupee rapidly lost its value and the process of slippage has not
stopped. Unprecedented price hikes upset the average household budget.
Asad Umar was a close, loyal friend and jettisoning him must have
been a painful decision for Imran Khan. But the gloomy economic indicators as well as the rising crescendo ofcriticism from the opposition and the
media ultimately forced the prime minister’s hand. It is also no secret that
Asad Umar was facing criticism even from within the party.
According to some analysts, Asad Umar’s departure indicates that the
reform-oriented wing of the PTI is going to take a backseat for the foreseeable future, and Pakistan’s economic future will be managed by those
who are the guardians of the status quo. Umar had his own faults and failures, but insiders say that his efforts were undermined by the conservative
lobby within the party.
There is little doubt that the PTI has inherited an economy which is on
the verge of collapse. It had been predicted months before the elections.
But it now seems that neither Imran Khan nor Asad Umar and others had
truly fathomed the seriousness of the fundamental issues until they came
to power. The main challenge was to stabilise the economy and bring certainty to the market, while pushing through tough decisions during the first
100 days. But the PTI failed in its task, with each passing day, adding more
to the existing basket of problems.
Umar had inherited a difficult situation, but it was not impossible to handle. Basically, there was no direction as far as the economy is concerned.
Asad Umar was no economist and did not develop an overall design. So,
most of the time he was engaged in firefighting. He did not seem to be in
control of the situation. Uncertainty is the worst thing that can happen to
an economy — and that is what happened. No one knew where the economy was going. He failed to give the needed sense of confidence to the
markets and to the general public that the things could be fixed.
In the opinion of some analysts, Umar, being finance minister, should
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take the main blame, but Imran Khan as the team leader cannot be absolved of his responsibility. The finance ministry is the most important portfolio in the cabinet, but it is also something to do with lack of direction and
faulty policies at the highest level.
At the very beginning, Imran made some mistakes that affected the
working of the finance ministry. He set up an Economic Advisory Council
with some good people in it, but under pressure from conservative lobbies,
he removed some of the best-known economists in the world. After that,
no economist of repute was prepared to work with Imran Khan and his
government. He had ample room to improve the performance of the finance ministry as well as other ministries. But due to his strong-headedness, he failed to do so.
The major problem with the present government is that there is a lack
of a sense of direction. Imran Khan’s choice of persons has been open to
question as evidenced by the appointment of Usman Buzdar to head the
Punjab government. The same goes for some other appointments. But
since he is the ultimate boss and repository of all power, nobody in the
party can question his decisions.
The man chosen to replace Asad Umar is Hafeez Sheikh, who has
spent long years working with the World Bank. It is said to be a major factor
in his elevation to head the finance ministry, at a time when an IMF programme is in the works. During General Pervez Musharraf’s era, Hafeez
served as finance minister. His last assignment was as the federal minister
for finance in the last Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) government. During
2010-13, when he held the portfolio, he could not do much to steer the
economy out of the woods and was the butt of severe criticism from the
opposition. It remains to be seen how he fits into the PTI’s framework of
governance.
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Compassion

PTI’s ambitious poverty
alleviation programme
Nasim Ahmed

The eagerly awaited poverty alleviation programme of the PTI government has been launched. The Rs 80 billion “Ehsas” project is aimed
at helping the downtrodden and vulnerable segments of society, including the poor, orphans, widows, homeless, disabled, undernourished, jobless, etc.
Poverty is a serious issue in Pakistan but both academic circles
and governments have turned a blind eye towards it. For example,
the Pakistan Peoples Party government didn’t release poverty statistics for years when it was in power. Similarly, the PML-N did not release poverty rates for its tenure. The poverty rate announced in 2016
by then Minister of Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal was for the
year 2013, when the PML-N was voted to power. Clearly, political parties are uncomfortable talking about poverty.
There is a difference of opinion among experts about the methodology to estimate the rate of poverty. There is no single and widely accepted poverty rate in Pakistan. Each academic study on poverty
estimation gives its own poverty rate that is different from others. In
some cases, there are significant differences between the calculated
poverty rates. According to the latest available official statistics, almost
30% of Pakistanis were living below poverty line of Rs3,030 per adult
per month in 2013. The poverty line used by the government is absurd.
How can we consider an adult as not poor who earns Rs3,030 per
month? The international poverty line is $2 per day. As per this poverty
line, 60% of Pakistanis are poor. Now another type of poverty rate,
called multidimensional poverty rate, is also being calculated which relies on non-income indicators.
Explaining the salient features of the PTI’s anti-poverty programme,
PM Imran Khan said that the government would allocate an additional
amount of Rs 80 billion for the country’s social protection spending in
backward areas from the current year, which would be raised to Rs
120 billion in 2021. According to him, since 25% to 40% of people in
Pakistan are suffering from poverty, the government wanted targeted
subsidies. To achieve the objective, the government will conduct a new
survey of poverty to be completed by December this year.
A major decision announced in this regard is to end the present
confusion and establish a new Ministry of Social Protection/Poverty Alleviation to address the current fragmentation of various poverty alleviation programmes. Various institutions, likes the BISP, PBM, Zakat,
PPAF and others, would work under the proposed ministry, which
would develop a one-window operation for social protection of the poor
and to facilitate citizens. For the purpose, the government would intro-
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duce a new Constitutional amendment to move Article 38(d) from the
“Principles of Policy” section into the “Fundamental Rights” section. It
is a welcome initiative and should receive the support of all political
parties.
It is a good idea that the programme would not just give money to
the poor, but also link it with health, and nutrition-related assistance,
which would help address stunting of children. The government will
also launch a new programme “Kafalat” under the Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP), which would have fives pillars, one of which
is economic empowerment of women. About 6 million women would
be given saving accounts under the “one woman one bank account
plan”. Under Kifalat, the government would raise the current cash
transfer of Rs5,000 to Rs5,500. Another scheme is a precision safety
net, called “Tahafaz” to protect individuals from catastrophic risk–a
transparent and trackable digital system of cash transfers through
which the government would give legal aid, education grants and
health assistance to those without Insaf card entitlement.
The government also plans to graduate BISP beneficiaries out of
poverty for the most backward districts; a programme for asset transfers worth Rs5 billion in five districts has additionally been launched
through Kifalat.Also, 500 BISP and Pakistan Baitul Mal (PBM) offices
would be transformed into digital hubs where the government’s IT,
technology and innovation resources would be pooled. The government’s digital resources, such as access to the labor information system, online curricula, and one- window social protection interface
would be accessible and create opportunities for BISP families to graduate out of poverty. In Tahafaz, the government would provide assistance to poor widows, who have no source of income and no earning
children. To help the most marginalized segments of society, partnership will be developed with organizations that support street children,
seasonal migrants, victims of child and bonded labor and daily wage
workers, who do not find work.
It is an ambitious project which the Prime Minister has described
as a first step towards the creation of a welfare state. It will now be a
state responsibility to provide food, clothing, housing, education and
medical relief for the citizens, who could not earn a livelihood due to
infirmity, sickness or unemployment. But this is easier said than done.
Various programmes in the past could not achieve their stated aims
because of bureaucratic sloth, inefficiency and corruption. Strict monitoring at the highest level in the PM House is the only way to ensure
its success.
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Shake-up

The 'shocking'
reshuffle
Muhammad Hassan

Prime Minister Imran Khan has reshuffled his cabinet and his critics and
the opposition have intensified their demand for his resignation. The
shake-up was not unusual or unexpected. He is not the first prime minister
of Pakistan or any country of the world, who has rearranged his cabinet. It
was his prerogative. He can reorganize his cabinet in future too to achieve
desired results.
His critics and opposition parties see the reorganization of the cabinet
as an admission of failure. The question is: when prime ministers of opposition parties made changes in their cabinets in the past many times, was
not it an admission of their failure? If it was not the case in the past, it is
not now. When Prime Minister Imran Khan failed to obtain desired results,
he changed his team. He must have asked his Finance Minister Asad
Umar to step down with a heavy heart, because he is considered the brain
and face of the ruling party. Most economists believe that no other finance
minister or any other political party would have done anything different
than what Asad Umar did in his eight-month stint. Addressing the chronic
issues facing Pakistan’s economy required unpopular decisions. Asad’s
corrective measures to address issues, like the energy circular debt, overvalued currency, curbing imports, and reducing expenditures, have improved external imbalances and benefited the country. He did what was
in the best interests of the country and he should not have been punished
for it, they argue.
It is said Prime Minister Imran Khan was not happy with his “warnings
and threats” to people of even more bad time ahead and prolonging talks
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a bailout package. Asad
Umar argues that he delayed the package to make it more acceptable to
the people of Pakistan. He refused to take another portfolio but vowed to
support Imran Khan, who he said, is the one who can make a "Naya Pakistan". According to TV channels, Asad Umar failed to satisfy Prime Minister Imran Khan when he expressed his displeasure over his economic
policies, which he thought, have created difficulties for the common people.
Months before his resignation, the former finance minister faced criticism
even by his colleagues in the cabinet during the last few meetings. They
accused him of increasing inflation in the country, which made it difficult
for them to face their voters. However, the ouster of Asad Umar is a great
political loss for the party, as thousands of young activists took inspiration
from him.
Petroleum Minister Ghulam Sarwar Khan was removed from his position over his ministry’s failure to check gas overbilling. Earlier, the Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) managing director was sacked
after an investigation found the department guilty of sending inflated bills
to consumers. However, the prime minister was not satisfied with it. The
Petroleum Division also asked the SNGPL to refund extra amounts to gas
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consumers and take action against all those who had overcharged the
consumers by applying a fraudulent gas pressure factor. Both Petroleum
Division and SNGPL were equally responsible for the inflated gas bills but
the Petroleum Division took action against the SNGPL MD to save its skin.
An investigation report put the minister into defensive. He tried to convince
Prime Minister Imran Khan that he could handle the situation but the premier didn't agree.
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry was changed for creating issues
unnecessarily with his reckless remarks. Besides the opposition, he did
not even spare his colleagues in the cabinet. The job of the information
minister is to cover up issues, but he created more for the government with
his careless use of words in the parliament and at press conferences. He
spoke too much and made mistakes. He once claimed that travel by a helicopter was cheaper than a car. It provided ammunition to the opposition
and TV anchors to ridicule him and the government for weeks. In his last
days as information minister, he defended PTI leader Aleem Khan, who is
facing corruption cases in the National Accountability Bureau (NAB). It provided an opportunity to the opposition to criticize the NAB, which is a state
institution. It is said owners of media houses were also not happy with him.
He was found to have been involved in a protest against the management
of the state-owned TV. The PTV MD was removed after a tussle with him,
but the minister had to lose his job in the end. His replacement, Firdous
Ashiq Awan, may be emotional and unconvincing, but she has an edge
over others for being a woman. She can freely criticize people of other parties, without fear of any matching response.
The prime minister was not happy with Amir Kayani, the health minister,
for increasing medicine prices. Rates of many drugs had tripled after the
government allowed manufacturers to increase prices of medicines by 915pc in January. The minister failed to satisfy the prime minister on his
performance. Minister of State for Interior Shehryar Afridi failed to convince
the party leadership about his performance. He did not venture out of Islamabad or his native Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Incidents of terrorism
increased in Balochistan but he failed to stop them. At least 20 people
were killed and 48 injured in a blast believed to be targeting members of
the Hazara community in Quetta's Hazarganji market on April 11.
It is said bad performance, secret reports and public opinion led to the
reshuffling. Azam Swati, Ijaz Shah and Abdul Hafeez Sheikh were given
new responsibilities after consultation. Critics and the opposition were not
happy with Prime Minister Imran Khan for “poor policies” of Asad Umar.
They are still unhappy even after his removal. The reshuffling is not the
failure of the government or the prime minister. Instead, he must be appreciated for the changes, because he has accepted the ground reality
about public problems and took a step to address them.
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Crisis

The Tripoli offensive
Muhammad Ali

Domestic, regional and international players have once again become active to destabilize Libya. An operation launched by General Khalifa Haftar
to capture Tripoli could once again flare up civil war in the country and experts fear the country could disintegrate in the absence of a strong security
apparatus.
Regional analysts say the US has started a new game in the country
after it managed the fall of Muammar Gaddafi's regime eight years ago.
They say the US and Zionists are pursuing Libya's decommissioning plans
to achieve their own targets. The US is openly backing Haftar for his offensive against the country's internationally recognised government, which
is based in Tripoli. According to a White House statement, President Donald Trump called “Field Marshal” Haftar and lauded his significant role in
fighting terrorism and securing Libya's oil resources, and the two discussed a shared vision for Libya's transition to a stable, democratic political system. Trump's praise for Haftar was seen in Tripoli as a reversal in
the US policy on Libya, as Secretary of State Mike Pompeo had earlier
demanded an immediate halt to Haftar's offensive.
International organizations and foreign actors speak in statements of
a civilian solution to end the crisis, while each in turn increases the tensions, noted the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), the official news
agency of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Since the fall of former dictator
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011, Libya has been divided into two parallel governments. The Government of National Accord (GNA) headed by Fayez
al-Sarraj was established in Tripoli, west of the country, and is backed by
the international community. At the same time, another government in the
city of Tabraq in eastern Libya declared its existence with Abdullah alThani as Prime Minister and Aqila Salih as Speaker of the House of Representatives. Khalifa Haftar is supported by them.
Experts say the civil war will threaten social cohesion in the country.
As the military infrastructure has eroded as a result of the political crisis,
parallel governments in the country felt the need for forming coalitions with
armed groups. It has led to the recognition of the armed groups as official
units in government apparatus. Khalifa Haftar’s offensive has aggravated
all the equations and complicated the situation and once again international games of the past eight years have begun. Everyone is waiting for
one side to make a difference in Libya in its favor. Statements issued by
trans-regional and regional governments and the UN Security Council on
the developments in Libya have called for peace and dialogue to begin.
The statements say that there is no way to resolve the Libyan crisis
through military action. In most of the statements, there is a smell of
hypocrisy and discord. The statements say that neither of the two sides
can bring the situation to their advantage. However, regional and trans-regional actors are waiting to see how much of the balance will benefit the
two sides, so that they will then declare their position.
The existence of a diverse political, tribal, and religious orientation in
the Libyan community and the involvement of regional and transnational
actors in the country have led to complex conditions. After eight years of
the fall of Gaddafi's regime, there are still armed groups living in the country that have a military and security approach, and the National Transitional
Council still has not been able to take control of the situation. The roots of

May 1-15, 2019

the problems lie in differences between political institutions and armed
groups. Although they signed an agreement in 2015 under the auspices
of the United Nations, yet they still have not been able to agree and implement the agreement because of the power struggle. Establishing a
comprehensive political and national reconciliation and building an integrated political structure in the country is very difficult. Political gaps in the
country have led to a rise in military conflicts. Each of the two parallel governments claims to have legitimacy. Each of them enjoys a parliamentary,
army, ministerial, and regional and trans-regional power backing.
Quoting experts, the Daily Mail newspaper said Khalifa Haftar's success depends more on his ability to win over local militias than on the
prowess of his troops. The country has also felt the ripple effect of the Gulf
diplomatic crisis, and tensions between the UAE and Qatar. Haftar's ties
to Saudi Arabia and the UAE are critical to his campaign to drive Sarraj
from Tripoli and emerge as Libya's uncontested leader, analysts say. According to TRT World, a Turkish news channel, Haftar’s quest is to liken
his anti-extremist agenda to that of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El
Sisi, but Sisi fully controls his army. In Libya, there is no proper army to
manage, and Egypt has a constitution, Libya does not. Even if Haftar takes
Tripoli and declares himself president, he won’t be able to find legal legitimacy. The two million or so residents of Tripoli can’t fathom another protracted war no matter how fed up they are with militia rule. Libyans in 1969
were poor, uneducated Bedouins. Today, they take a keen interest in politics. The Gaddafi one-man show was quite enough for them. What made
Gaddafi stand out were the unique regional and international factors that
got him to the top — and then straight to the bottom. That is why Haftar’s
attempt to selectively rewrite history is sketchy at best.
Haftar's offensive has antagonised the entire west of Libya, especially
the cities of Tripoli, Misrata, Zawia and Zintan and their military factions,
which were quick to unite under the banner of defending the capital and
put up a viable resistance to his forces, Aljazeera reported. If Haftar's offensive grows into a protracted conflict and eventually leads to a military
stalemate, the fighting would go on for many months, possibly even years,
especially if both sides keep receiving support from international backers
in the form of weapons, ammunition and financing. The scenario would be
devastating for the country, causing a large-scale humanitarian crisis and
widespread damage to civilian infrastructure and housing. It would also
mean the end of the UN-led dialogue process, further division between
the east and west of Libya, and continuous bloodshed throughout the
country.
Analysts have warned that Libya’s multi-year civil war is creating conditions that will allow Islamic State and al Qaeda-linked militants to regain
strength in the country. The Islamic State in Libya increased its activity
throughout 2018 and is positioned to grow even stronger in civil war conditions. Renewed civil war in Libya will give the Islamic State more freedom
to operate and allow the group’s Libya branch to establish a haven for its
leadership and fighters relocating from Syria. In the situation, regional and
international powers should intervene to diffuse the situation, otherwise
Libya will become another Afghanistan and would threaten their interests
and the world peace for decades.
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Viewpoint

Technocracy or
presidential system?
Muhammad Zain
With the induction of Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh as adviser to Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs, the number of technocrats in the cabinet has risen to over 12. It has triggered a debate in the
country whether Pakistan has become a technocracy or heading to a presidential system.
After a recent reshuffle in the cabinet, at least 12 unelected representatives are part of the 47-member cabinet of Prime Minister Imran Khan. They
include Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, the finance adviser, Firdous Ashiq Awan,
the special assistant on information and broadcasting, while Health Minister
Amir Kiyani and Petroleum Minister Ghulam Sarwar have also been replaced by technocrats Dr Zafarullah and Nadeem Babar respectively. Other
unelected advisers include Malik Amin Aslam, Abdul Razak Dawood,
Shahzad Arbab, Dr Ishrat Hussain, Zulfi Bukhari, Shahzad Syed Qasim and
Usman Dar.
Critics say the induction of so many unelected advisers and special assistants in the cabinet shows Prime Minister Imran Khan’s lack of trust in the
abilities of MNAs and senators of his own party. They lament that most important ministries have been assigned to people, who are not answerable
to the parliament. They were also shocked at the reshuffle of only elected
representatives as none of the unelected advisers and special assistants
was sacked or given a new role. In this way, the government has introduced
a system which is a mixture of technocracy and the presidential system, they
argue.
The opposition parties have also expressed serious concerns over the
inclusion of former ministers of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) governments in the federal cabinet. They fear they could be used as approvers against former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, ex-President Asif Ali Zardari and other opposition leaders
in cases against them. According to the opposition parties, the PTI government has completely failed and Prime Minister Imran Khan should quit the
government to pave the way for new elections in the country. PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) head Maulana
Fazlur Rehman have agreed to launch an anti-government campaign after
Ramazan.
Senior PPP leader Khursheed Shah said Prime Minister Imran Khan,
while inducting Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh as his adviser, had accepted the
PPP policy. He said elected people were hurt when unelected people were
included in the cabinet. However, he failed to mention that Abdul Hafeez
Sheikh was also a cabinet minister of former President General Pervez
Musharraf, who was the finance minister in the PPP government. His appointment was justified in the PPP government, even though he was not an
elected member of the parliament, but it hurt the opposition when he appointed a minister by Prime Minister Imran Khan.
The opposition also suspects the government is attempting to introduce
the presidential system of government in the country. Articles are appearing
in the newspapers in favour of the system. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Shah Farman said if a referendum was held, he would cast his vote in favour
of the presidential system. Hamza Ali Abbasi, an actor close to the PTI party,
tweeted: “I am beginning to feel that Pakistan needs the presidential system
to get rid of the powerful MNA/MPA (Members of the National and Provincial
Assemblies) influence, abolition of large provinces and administrative divi-
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sions made into smaller provinces with powerful/empowered directly elected
local body governments.” It led to a debate on the presidential system in
Pakistan, from social networks to the mainstream media.
In an article, former Federal Minister for Science and Technology Dr Attaur Rehman wrote: “According to a hand-written note in his diary, Quaid-eAzam Mohammed Ali Jinnah noted in 1947 that the British parliamentary
system has not worked well anywhere except in Britain and that a presidential system is more suitable. I have a copy of that note and I have had the
handwriting verified through the National Defence University as being genuine. Mohammed Ali Jinnah did not live long enough to bring about this
change, and after Liaquat Ali Khan’s assassination we did not have the quality of leadership needed to think deeply into the problems of the country and
how to address them. The refusal to recognise the rights of the Bengalis
eventually led to the break-up of the country, and today we find ourselves in
a very serious economic crisis with our former finance minister an undertrial absconder, and our former prime minister removed from his position
with trials for corruption underway against him.” Counting the advantages
of the presidential system, he said, “It allows a better separation of the three
major arms of governance, the legislative (parliament), the executive (ministries and other bodies) and the judiciary. Such a separation is not easily
possible under a parliamentary system as it is the prime minister who is also
the head of the executive and appoints the heads of key institutions including
the police, FBR, FIA, SECP, and many other national institutions. It promotes
cronyism and nepotism, and it is this overlap of functions that is responsible
for the continued economic deterioration of the country.”
Another advantage of the presidential system is that ministers are not
chosen from the parliament but the president can pick the best experts from
every field. It means that the president can appoint a team of top specialists
in the country as cabinet ministers and secretaries, eminent experts who
would otherwise not be interested in fighting elections for a specific position.
It also blocks the path for corrupt politicians who invest hundreds of millions
to get elected to plunder billions once in power, he argues.
Advancing his argument against the parliamentary system, he says corrupt governments in the past have ensured that the justice system remains
weak so that criminals are never punished. “As the judges have to rely on
investigations and prosecutions carried out by the police and government
agencies, the appointment of cronies as heads of institutions, like NAB, FIA,
SECP, FBR, State Bank etc, often in connivance with the opposition parties,
has contributed to the rot. The massive accumulation of foreign debt that
rose from $33 billion to $84 billion since 2004 has brought the country to its
knees. Most of the money taken was piled in foreign bank accounts of those
in power while the IMF and others looked the other way praising Pakistan
for its economic performance. If “democracy” means loot and plunder by
those in power while the poor get poorer and the justice system is stifled by
improper prosecution and investigation, then I would have none of it.”
The presidential system could be wishful thinking of Prime Minister Imran
Khan, who finds it difficult to meet the demands of his coalition partners and
even his own party members. However, it is not possible in the present situation. The presidential system has its own pitfalls. The government should
attempt to resolve national issues in the present system, instead of finding
faults in it.
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Hegemony

The US terror designation of
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
Shahid Hussain

The designation of Iran's elite Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) a foreign
"terrorist organisation" is the first time the US has formally labelled another
country's military a "terrorist group". Aimed at further sanctions on Iran, the
move has not only closed another potential door for peacefully resolving
tensions with Iran but also heightened risks to US troops stationed in Iraq,
Syria, Bahrain, Qatar and the Persian Gulf.
Iran immediately responded to the designation with its Supreme National Security Council designating the US Central Command, also known
as CENTCOM, and all its forces as terrorist, and labeling the US a “supporter of terrorism.” After Iran’s stern response, the American military commanders have warned US troops in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere in the region
of the possibility of retaliation. Aside from Iraq, where some 5,200 American troops are stationed, and Syria, where some US 2,000 troops remain,
the U.S. 5th Fleet, which operates in the Persian Gulf from its base in
Bahrain, and the Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar, are potentially at risk. Experts
say the US action also raises the question of whether a non-US company
or individual could be prosecuted for engaging in commercial transactions
with an Iranian company controlled by the IRGC. They say the US has effectively closed all doors for peace negotiations with Iran and once all
doors are closed, and diplomacy is rendered impossible, war will essentially become inevitable. The designation could also open hundreds of foreign companies and business executives to US travel bans and possible
prosecution for sanctions violations.
Labelling the Guards as a terrorist organisation will allow the US to impose further sanctions, particularly affecting the business sector, given the
IRGC's involvement in Iran's economy. A number of IRGC and affiliated
entities have already been targeted by US sanctions for alleged proliferation activities, support for terrorism and human rights abuses. However,
experts say the designation may have limited impact on Iran as it is already
facing the toughest possible sanctions. According to the Aljazeera, the designation allows the US to deny entry to people found to have provided the
IRGC with material support or prosecute them for sanctions violations. That
could include European and Asian companies and businesspeople who
deal with the IRGC's many affiliates. It also may complicate diplomacy.
Without exclusions or waivers to the designation, US troops and diplomats
could be barred from contact with Iraqi or Lebanese authorities who interact with IRGC officials or surrogates. The Pentagon and US intelligence
agencies have raised concerns about what effect the designation will have
if the move does not allow contact with foreign officials who might have
met or communicated with IRGC personnel. Those concerns have in part
dissuaded previous administrations from taking the step, which has been
considered for more than a decade. The IRGC, Iran's most powerful security organisation, was set up to protect the country's Shia clerical ruling
system after its 1979 Islamic Revolution, which toppled the Western-allied
secular monarch Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and led to the formation
of the Islamic Republic. The force is in charge of Iran's ballistic missiles
and nuclear programmes, and answers directly to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. It is estimated to have 125,000 personnel, comprised
of army, navy and air units. After the 1980s' Iran-Iraq war, the IRGC also

May 1-15, 2019

became heavily involved in reconstruction and has expanded its economic
interests to include a vast network of businesses, ranging from oil and gas
projects to construction and telecommunication.
The designation could significantly complicate US military and diplomatic work, notably in Iraq, where many Shiite militias and Iraqi political
parties have close ties to the Guard, noted the Time. In Lebanon, the designation could further restrict with whom US officials can interact. The
Guard has close ties to Hezbollah, which is part of the Lebanese government. Hezbollah is already designated a foreign terrorist organization by
the US. Its presence in Lebanon’s parliament and executive branch have
forced the US to avoid any contact with Hezbollah members even as the
US continues to provide assistance to and works with the Lebanese army.
Without exclusions or waivers to the designation, US troops and diplomats
could be barred from contact with Iraqi or Lebanese authorities who interact with Guard officials or surrogates. The Pentagon and US intelligence
agencies have raised concerns about the impact of the designation if the
move does not allow contact with foreign officials who may have met with
or communicated with Guard personnel.
However, critics point out that every time the US takes action against
Iran, the Iranian government digs in. According to the CNBC, there are no
off-ramps or face-saving measures on the table that would allow Iran's
leaders to save face if they chose to reverse course-- and no indication
they plan to do so any time soon. The New York Times observed the timing
of Trump’s announcement appeared aimed at giving Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel a final boost in a tight re-election campaign before a vote. Quoting Wendy R. Sherman, a former top State Department
official, it said the Obama administration had considered designating the
Revolutionary Guards a foreign terrorist organization, but decided against
it because there would be no practical payoff given the risks to Americans
and the fact the group was already under other sanctions. “By designating
a foreign military as a foreign terrorist organization, we were putting our
troops at risk, particularly our troops in Iraq, next door to Iran,” she said.
BBC’s defence correspondent Jonathan Marcus said some officials in
the State Department and the Pentagon feared the step could simply backfire as it could encourage the IRGC or its proxies to take action against US
personnel or other targets in places where they might be vulnerable, for
example in Iraq. The Washington Post, quoting security experts, said it
would put US troops at risk while jeopardizing the 2015 nuclear accord
with which Iran is still complying. “We need to call out the move for what it
is: another dangerous and self-defeating tactic that endangers our troops
and serves nothing but the Trump administration’s goal of destroying the
Iran deal,” it noted. China's official news agency Xinhua observed the US
action would further complicate the Middle East conflict.
Experts say the US move could endanger peace and stability in the Middle East and the world. The decision also raises the question: whether the
US could also include intelligence agencies of rival countries in the list? It
has a long list of countries, which are not toeing its line. The Russian secret
service must be on top of its list. However, the question is whether it will include Israeli and Indian armies in the terrorist list for killing innocent people?
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Economics

Challenges for the new
finance adviser
Husnain Shahid

Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, the new Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance,
Revenue and Economic Affairs, faces an uphill task to revive Pakistan’s
economy, which has deteriorated after decades of mismanagement and
inaction. Fast depleting foreign exchange reserves, low exports, high inflation, growing fiscal deficit and rising current account deficit are major
challenges which are not easy to handle.
Pakistan’s successive governments have faced the same problems for
decades but they failed to plug the gaps for political gains. Every government has inherited a bigger crisis than its predecessor after President Gen
(retd) Pervez Musharraf’s regime. The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran Khan faces the same dilemma. If it takes
tough decisions, they would hurt the people. In fact, it has already taken
some harsh steps, which have increased inflation in the country and made
life miserable. If it takes more steps to revive the economy, it may provide
an opportunity to the opposition to exploit the situation and provoke the
people against it. The opposition has already announced a “long march”
on Islamabad against government policies after Eid. However, if the government succumbs to the pressure and reneges on its promise of reforms,
the economy will worsen. It is time the government broke the cycle of passing the crisis to the next government.
Experts say the PTI finds itself in an economic mess because the last
government failed to use favorable domestic and international circumstances to address the chronic issues. Instead, the issues became more
complicated by a wrong set of policies by the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N), especially the policy to artificially stabilize the value of
the rupee for which (borrowed) $24 billion were injected by the government
in the open market to keep the value of the rupee below Rs105 a dollar
from 2014-2017. The overvaluation of the rupee from 2014 to 2017, according to eminent economist Dr Hafeez Pasha, was a serious mistake,
leading to subsidized imports and reduced exports, a large current account
deficit and fast rising debt repayment liabilities.
The mismanagement and negligence of decades have left an enormous mess for the PTI government to clear. The result is that the country
finds itself knocking on the doors of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
for its 22nd loan while Pakistan already owes the IMF billions from previous
programmes. “Indeed, 30.7pc of Pakistan’s government expenditure is
earmarked for debt servicing, which cannot be supported by its decreasing
revenues. Already on the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) grey list,
and with the current PTI government enjoying internal institutional consensus on the national agenda, Pakistan must focus its attention on resolving
its economic woes before it finds itself on the shores of bankruptcy,” the
Diplomat magazine noted.
In 2019, Pakistan finds itself facing a dire macroeconomic crisis. It is
spending more on imports than it receives on exports, with its current ac-
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count deficit having risen from $2.7 billion in 2015 to $18.2 billion in 2018.
According to the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad, the major driver
of the rising current account deficit is an expanding trade deficit, which is
mostly due to the rising imports under new China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects and low exports in general. The previous government focused more on import-led growth strategy to finance large scale
projects under the CPEC. By the end of June 2018, the gross public debt
of Pakistan reached $179.8 billion, showing an increase of $25.2 billion
within a year. More than half of this increase in gross public debt was due
to an increase in public external debt, which grew by 30.1pc. In 2018, the
depreciation of the Pakistani rupee against the US dollar alone was responsible for an excessive US $7.9 billion increase in public external debt.
Despite the massive depreciation in the rupee, Pakistani exports have
remained almost the same. Meanwhile, the government’s external debt
has also increased from $64.1 billion in June 2018 to $65.8 billion in January 2019. The inflation rate is now touching 9.4 percent, which is a record
level high over the last five years mostly due to rupee depreciation and
rising energy prices. Along with a depreciating rupee that has made imports costlier, low foreign investment due to Pakistan’s security and political
challenges has also severely hit its foreign exchange reserves. Despite
rising deficits, Pakistan’s tax revenue was only 13pc of its GDP in 2018.
During the current fiscal year, the country has seen a decline in its revenues while expenditures have increased, resulting in a half-year fiscal
deficit of 2.7pc of GDP, the highest since 2010-11. According to the State
Bank of Pakistan, the sharp decline in revenue can be attributed to a fall
in development spending, reductions in income and corporate taxes, and
taxes on petroleum products, as announced by the previous PML-N government. Similarly, the previous government failed to make any significant
progress in enhancing exports: in fact, Pakistan’s total exports fell in real
terms during the PML-N’s tenure.
With its domestic industry in ruins, Pakistan has not been able to rely
on consistent foreign investment for more than stopgap measures. It recently received $2 billion from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) through
the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD), which provides concessionary development loans. The inflow increased Pakistan’s foreign reserves
from $14.956 billion at the start of March 2019 to $17.398 billion. In February, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman signed seven Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with Pakistan, pledging up to $21 billion
worth of investment over the next six years. However, relying only on foreign aid and friendly countries for loans is not enough. If Pakistan is to
tackle its current account deficit in the long run, the government must take
substantial steps to improve the macroeconomic conditions of the country
and modernize its industrial sector to become more competitive in international markets.
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Reshuffling

PM Khan’s unconventional
ruling style
Raza Khan

The recent reshuffling and changes in the federal cabinet by Prime Minister
Imran Khan and his warning that he would sent home packing any minister
or official, who would perform below par, is quite unlike traditional Pakistani
rulers, who have always been giving political loyalties precedence over
good governance.
The biggest manifestation of PM Khan’s non-traditional style of governance is showing the door to his henchman, Asad Umar, who remained finance minister during the last nine months of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government. PM Khan even changed the portfolios of his State Minister for Interior, Shehryar Afridi and Federal Minister for Petroleum Ghulam Sarwar Khan as well as Minister for Information Fawad Chaudhry
while sacking Minister for Kashmir Affairs Ali Ameen Gandapur. All these
ministers have been close confidants of PM Khan and their reshuffling or
outright sacking was not easy at all. Most of the opposition parties and a
large number of anchors have dubbed the reshuffling of the cabinet by the
premier as an evidence of the failure of the PTI government and immature
politics of PM Khan.
An independent view of the changes in the federal cabinet by PM Khan
suggests that it was a very rash, if not bad, decision by the chief executive
of the country. However, a deeper look reveals that the reshuffling of ministers and sacking of others by the premier had become necessary. Without any doubt, the country’s economy has performed poorly since the PTI
government got into the saddle in August last year. The current account
deficit has widened and inflation has skyrocketed with the foreign exchange reserves constantly plummeting. This has been despite the fact
that former federal minister for finance, Asad Umar, did his best to resurrect
the sagging economy of Pakistan. However, the strategy of Asad Umar
could not work in the short run. As the economy is a sensitive issue for
each and every citizen, as it has a direct impact on each one’s life, that a
minister cannot be given much time to put things in order. The political cost
of the poor performing economy is also so huge that a government cannot
afford to delay fixing the fundamentals of the economy. Resultantly, PM
Khan, after thorough discussions with his cabinet members and advisors
and, above all, Asad Umar, came to the conclusion that he may relinquish
the charge of the ministry and give it to some other parliamentarian. However, Umar has been replaced by an unelected adviser, Hafeez Sheikh,
who is a big name in the field of economics.
Coming to the question of the reshuffling of other ministers and sacking
of others, the change in the portfolio of Ghulam Sarwar Khan is also very
important. Because, the gentleman despite being an old and experienced
politician, could not put things in order in the petroleum ministry, with gas
prices showing a sharp increase and breaking the back of ordinary citizens, who had to pay inflated bills. The cost of the incompetence of the
ministers could not be transferred to the citizens. Against the backdrop of
this logical argument, a change in the portfolio of Ghulam Sarwar Khan
was a right step.
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The changes in the federal cabinet by PM Khan could only be dubbed
completely correct or otherwise by gauging the performance of those who
replaced the former ministers. However, the decision of the changes and
sacking of the ministers demonstrated the political will of PM Khan. The
chief executive, just a day after his decision to bring about changes in the
key ministries, announced that he was fully convinced of his changes and
gave a clear and loud message to all of his cabinet colleagues and advisors as well as key officials that whosoever would not perform to his best,
had no place in his government. PM Khan, while addressing a public gathering in Orakzai district on April 19, rightly said that he was only answerable to Allah Almighty as he was occupying a very important position and,
therefore, he would do whatever he thought would be in the public interest.
These words and the bent of mind of PM Khan demonstrate that he is very
much conscious of the fact that the power he enjoys is a sacred trust.
Everything in this ill-fated country could be put on the right track if there is
a political will from the top leadership. Historically, successive rulers including elected prime ministers, chief ministers and even military rulers,
have been reluctant to fix different sectors. The reshuffling of the ministers
and sacking of others also could have a huge political cost for PM Khan,
as it would annoy many of his own party parliamentarians and ministers
and there is a big question mark whether he could afford the annoyance.
Because the federal government of the PTI has a very thin majority in the
parliament and if a forward bloc emerges within the party ranks of parliamentarians, the government could lose confidence of the house. However,
there is a very sharp dividing line between appeasing his party members
and parliamentarians and those of the coalition partners and setting a
model governance system, so that the basic issues of the people could be
addressed. PM Khan, by getting least bothered by the thought that by the
shuffling and sacking, he would annoy his ministers and parliamentarians
and instead pondering that there was a need of providing relief to the people, has shown that he really means business and for this he has all what
it takes politically. His reshuffling and sacking of ministers may have annoyed many but must also have made many concerned about their political
fate and career which would be sealed if they do not perform exceptionally
in the government. This point would have a wholesome impact on the overall performance of the government.
PM Khan, by bringing changes to his cabinet, has quite early shown
that how concerned he is about good governance and that he wants to
achieve it by any cost even by annoying his key confidants. This is unconventional politics by any top leader of Pakistan and the country urgently
needs this as the traditional politics and ruling style of successive governments have increased the sufferings of the people and costing dearly to
the political stability, economic growth and development of Pakistan. At
the moment, for all of us, the main question is not that who has been made
minister and who has been sacked, but what is the overall performance of
the government and what relief has been provided to citizens.
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Governance

The failure to understand
basic economic problems
Raza Khan

It has been more than nine months that the government of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is in the saddle but it is faced with numerous challenges with the foremost test is how to put the economy on the right track.
At the moment, the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan is in the soup
for its inability to put the economy on the right path and consequently, he
has to show the door to his finance minister, Asad Umar.
Now the biggest question is how to move on from this bad economic
situation. The most important lesson here for each of us and the policymakers to learn is that the economy is a very specialized field and it cannot be
left to just politicians to fix the fundamentals of the country’s economy and
its key aspects of fiscal, monetary, and trade policies. So, in order to improve the economic situation, we need experts who have command of all
aspects of the economy. In this context, the appointment of Dr. Hafeez
Sheikh as Prime Minister’s Advisor on Finance is a step in the right direction. However, there is a problem. Dr. Sheikh is not a politician and a member of the parliament although he has been given the status of a federal
minister. The appointment of Dr. Sheikh has put a huge question mark on
the viability of the entire political system of the country. Because, if a political
system cannot produce an economic expert among its political wings to run
the affairs of the country, how could it be called suitable, let alone an efficient system to run the affairs of the country? Here, the opposition political
parties must argue and come up with criticism that it has been the inability
of the PTI government and policies of PM Khan and his team members,
which are responsible for the bad situation of the economy. Indubitably, PM
Khan and his government have many shortcomings in their policies and
approach to put the economy on the right track; however, if we look deeper
into our economic and financial woes, the roots could be traced into the
policies of successive elected governments since 1988. For instance, when
in October 1999, General Musharraf top pled then Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, who was serving for the second time, the country was on the verge
of an economic default. Then, there was no Imran Khan or the PTI which
could matter politically. When Nawaz Sharif became the prime minister for
the third time in 2013, everyone of us expected that this time he would do
wonders and the country would make progress by leaps and bounds. It
never happened and he repeated all his previous mistakes and committed
all kinds of financial corruption which hit every Pakistani badly.
The economic policies are indirectly the result of our political conditions,
the former hit the people directly. The government of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), led by Sharif and followed by Khaqan Abbasi after
the disqualification of Sharif by the Supreme Court of Pakistan for financial
corruption, was least concerned about the economic woes of people. It was
not only due to the insensitivity of the PML-N government and its bigwigs,
but the fundamental point is that most of the members of the government
personally benefitted from the political instability and poor economic conditions in the country. In other words, the economic conditions were left to
worsen by the PML-N government and before it, the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) government, so that the main figures could personally benefit
from it by indulging in extensive corruption.
Although Asad Umar may have made his efforts to resuscitate the econ-
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omy of the country and worked hard, yet he could not succeed because he
and his team could not understand the fundamental problems of the economy. A man from the corporate sector, Umar, could not look at the economy
with a strategic outlook.
Just before the July 25 elections last year, we wrote in these lines that
the next government should have to revisit the entire gamut of economic
policies. We had written: There is a need to have a complete reassessment
of our macroeconomic policies by the next government immediately after
coming power, otherwise economic catastrophe has already engulfed us.
Our forecast has proved absolutely correct because the PTI government
could not understand the fundamentals of our economy.
When the PML-N government left in late May 2018, the state of economic health of Pakistan could be gauged from the fact that the current account deficit in the eleven months (July 2017-May 2018) of the preceding
financial year had increased by 43 percent, relative to the same period of
the previous financial year. This was a huge current account deficit by any
economic standards as the total deficit amounted to $5.96 billion. Whereas,
the total current account deficit for the outgoing fiscal year had swollen to
about $17.5 billion. The colossal current account deficit of Pakistan, then
and now, has mainly three reasons. These include a huge import bill, sluggish exports and significant reduction in workers’ remittances.
It is important to note that the import bill for the last eleven months of
the PML-N government had surged to $50.71 billion. Most of the imports
had been of consumer goods, which resulted in a huge import bill. Although
the PTI government has tried to discourage imports, yet it has not been
very successful in this regard. It might have reduced the imports of consumer goods but at the same time Asad Umar could not come up with a
strategy to improve exports.
Insofar as economic policies are concerned, the PML-N government
had completely failed on this front. In the last year of the PML-N government, the current account deficit had exacerbated due to decreasing exports which had come down to $22.78 billion. During the last year of the
PML-N government, remittances of workers remained $18.03 billion, which
was a significant decrease from the previous years. The PML-N government could not encourage economic exports because of erratic policies.
Importantly, it could not address the energy crisis in the country due to
which the country’s manufacturing sector’s full potential could not be utilized. So, without surplus products what Pakistani manufacturers could sell
to the world? It may be remembered that the PML-N had got the mandate
in 2013, mainly due to its promise of resolving the power crisis within two
years of its government. The promise could never be fulfilled after five
years. Unfortunately, the PTI government of PM Khan could not understand
the fundamental problems with the economy and could not come up with
vibrant policies. Already, a lot of time has been wasted by the PM Khan
government. If it wants to put the economy on the right track, it would have
to understand the fundamental problems of the economy, left by the previous governments and the general dynamics and potential of the economy.
Otherwise, replacing ministers would not make any difference and the common man would be worse off in the months and years ahead.
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Public debt

An alarming report
Muhammad Jahangir

According to a new report of the World Bank, Pakistan’s public debt would jump to 17 years highest
level of 82.3 per cent of the size of its economy
and the budget deficit is projected to be over
Rs2.6 trillion by the end of the current fiscal year.
The projected levels of the budget deficit – the
gap between expenditures and revenues – and
the public debt to Gross Domestic Product ratio
for the fiscal year 2018-19 are higher than the levels of the last year of the PML-N government. The
report has also underlined the increased risk for
sovereign debt default by Pakistan in recent
months.
In its detailed analysis, the WB says that the
debt-to-GDP ratio would jump to 82.3pc by the
end of the current fiscal year as against 73.5pc
left behind by the PML-N government. In 200102, the debt-to -GDP ratio had been recorded at
81.8pc. But Pakistan managed to win some debt
relief from the Western countries that helped it
lower the dangerous debt levels. It is said that from fiscal year 201920, the debt level may start going down gradually. But by the end of the
third year of the PTI tenure, it will be still at 75.4pc of the GDP.
The elevated debt levels have increased “Pakistan’s exposure to
debt-related shocks.” But the low foreign currency reserves position
and high debt ratios limit the buffers that Pakistan could use to absorb
external shocks such as an increase in US interest rates and may negatively impact the government’s ability to access international markets.
For developing countries like Pakistan, the 50pc debt to GDP ratio is
considered sustainable. The servicing of growing public debt is the single largest expense of the budget, consuming nearly 36pc.
The WB has projected that the budget deficit would widen to 6.9pc
of the GDP, which will be equal to Rs2.63 trillion, in the current fiscal
year. During the last fiscal year, the budget deficit was 6.5pc of the
GDP. The WB said that the budget deficit would still remain higher during the next two years as well, standing at 5.3pc of the GDP by the end
of 2020-21.
Pakistan’s GDP growth is projected to slow down to 3.4pc in fiscal
year 2018-19, from 5.8pc a year before, reflecting a broad-based weakening in domestic demand as monetary and fiscal policies have been
tightened to contain macroeconomic imbalances. The GDP growth is
expected to further slow to 2.7pc in fiscal year 2019-20, as domestic
demand remains depressed. Macroeconomic imbalances, reflected in
large fiscal and current account deficits are expected to resolve gradually. A relatively more stable external environment is seen to help a
pickup in economic activity starting from fiscal year 2020-21 – the third
year of the PTI. But still it will only be 4pc, it added.
Average inflation is expected to rise to 7.1pc during the current fiscal year and will reach 13.5pc in fiscal year 2019-20, as a result of fur-
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ther exchange rate depreciation and follow up increase in prices of almost all commodities. The WB has pointed out that economic uncertainty in Pakistan has increased due to protracted negotiations with the
IMF. In addition, recent regional tensions had an impact on risk perceptions.
According to independent economists, 13.5pc inflation would mean
that the State Bank, which has to keep real interest rates positive, will
have to raise the policy rate to over 15pc.
The Washington-based lending agency has advocated further currency devaluation, hike in interest rates and fiscal tightening – the
recipes that will strangle economic growth and increase poverty levels.
It has added that the higher inflation rates may jeopardize recent gains
in poverty reduction, since poor households in urban areas are particularly affected by increase in prices.
While making a detailed study of Pakistan’s economic woes, it puts
the responsibility for the current economic imbalances on the last PMLN government. The new government has taken steps to address the
imbalances, but outcomes by mid-year suggest that further adjustments
will be necessary.
If one goes by the projections made by the WB, the government of
Prime Minister Imran Khan cannot end the miseries of the nation. There
will be more debt even in terms of the size of the economy, more inflation, more unemployment and more poverty in the country as compared
to the PML-N government.
To put the country on a path to stable growth, Pakistan will need to
increase its exchange rate flexibility, improve competitiveness and
lower the cost of doing business. On the revenue front, reforms to improve tax administration, widen tax base and facilitate tax compliance
are critical.

15

Education

Unfulfilled obligations
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

Recently, the Supreme Court of Pakistan expressed its displeasure
over ignoring education, the most important sector in the eyes of the
father of the nation, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, by federal as well as provincial governments. The Quaid, in his speech had said: “Education is a
matter of life and death for Pakistan. The world is progressing so rapidly
that without requisite advance in education, not only shall we be left
behind but may be wiped out altogether." (September 26, 1947Karachi)
But, it seems, neither our rulers know what the Quaid-e-Azam had
said about the importance of education, nor the observations made by
the apex court could convince them to make education their top priority.
“Attorney General for Pakistan as well as advocate generals for the
provincial governments should appear before the court with complete
data, along with information, regarding fulfilment of the obligation under
the Article 25-A of the Constitution,” said the chief justice of Pakistan,
while hearing a case of private educational institutions on April 9.
The Article 25-A deals with the right to education and obligates the
state to provide ‘free’ and “compulsory” education to all children of the
age between five and 16 years in such a manner as may be determined
by the law.
“Earlier, we used to see government schools almost in every street
or locality, but now no such educational institutions are in sight,” the
chief justice regretted. Instead of laying emphasis on the state to enhance facilities at government schools along with good quality education, private schools are being asked to cut fee, he added.
The chief justice touched upon various crucial issues during the
case hearing, including a lack of a required number of schools in the
country, poor quality of education being provided in government
schools, missing facilities in educational institutions and meagre allocations for the sector. The court summoned federal as well as provincial
authorities to get latest information about the state of education in the
country, as the sector had been devolved to provinces more than nine
years back.
On April 19, 2010, the 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan, devolved education to provinces, and also guaranteed “free and
compulsory education for all 5-16 year olds as a fundamental right
under the Article 25-A”. It was called a landmark amendment, but regrettably the Centre as well as provinces, Islamabad Capital Territory
and other territorial units, including Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK),
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Gilgit-Baltistan and erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA), have failed to implement the constitutional amendment in letter
and spirit.
At a time, when 25 million children are out of school, none of the
provinces or federating units seems interested in notifying the rules of
business to implement the Article 25-A of the Constitution.
Ahmad Ali, a research fellow at the Institute of Social and Policy Science, says: “Legislation without rules is like a water tank without a tap
for using water.” In a talk with Cutting Edge at a seminar in the federal
capital last month, Mr. Ali said the federal government had passed the
article in 2012, but since then the Capital Administration & Development
Division — the body which looks after 422 education institutions — has
yet to take it seriously, as the reshuffling of officers and several levels
have made it a daunting task. In Islamabad alone, there are around
45,000 children between the ages of five and 16, who are out of school.
The provinces were to get it passed from their respective assemblies, as well as formation of the rules of business for implementing the
legislation, but little or no groundwork has been done to that end so far.
Three provinces -- Sindh, the Punjab and Balochistan -- have
passed the education law, none of them — including KhyberPakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu & Kashmir — seems
prepared to frame rules of business to implement and streamline the
enrolment of children.
The Punjab, the most prosperous and population-wise biggest
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province of Pakistan, first promulgated a free and compulsory education
ordinance in 2014, and made it a law in November the same year. However, the rules to implement the law are still unformulated.
The Punjab Assembly Standing Committee on Education chairman
told an English-language daily that there were several hiccups in notifying the rules, including implementation of the Local Government Act
and passage of private education institutions’ regulation bill. Then, we
would be in a position to get it done, he added.
On the other hand, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa authorities also claim that
the relevant law would be enacted soon. As for Sindh, the education
special secretary is heading a committee that is formulating the rules
of business. “We are formulating the laws and are in talks with the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) for registration of
the out-of-school children,” an official told Cutting Edge by telephone.
In Balochistan, the province with a little population compared with
other provinces, the problem seems to lie with resources. “We don’t
have enough funds to cover such a vast area,” the Balochistan education secretary told a reporter. “The government has covered only 12,000
settlements for schools out of 22,000 in the province,” he said.
According to Ahmad Ali, the rules of business pertain to strategy to
bring students to school and achieve 100% enrolment by 2030. An Alif
Ailaan report, issued last year, said that proportion of out-of-school children increases as the level of education rises as much as that by the
higher secondary level almost 85% are not in school.
A UNESCO report, released two years back, revealed that public
sector schools in Pakistan comprise 75% of the primary education system in the country. The private sector schools consist of 10% while the
remaining 15% are madrasas.
Ahmad Ali says the figures seem to be heartening, but if we take
stock of the nature – let alone the quality of education being imparted
in these schools - the numbers become unsettling. Part of the problem
flows from the fact that the people who are responsible for enforcing
the Article 25-A belong to the upper strata of society and their own children study in private schools, which could not be afforded by poor families. Consequently, they do not have any sufficient incentive to improve
the quality of education in public sector schools, which explains why
there is bureaucratic inertia in improving the condition of our public sector schools.
Another crucial issue is very high dropout rate among schoolchildren. A survey, led by the World Bank, suggests that most children who
start school, drop out by the age of nine with just 3% of those starting
public school graduating from the final year. This retention rate is
abysmal. If only two-fifths of third-grade students have the ability to subtract 25 from 54, then unsurprisingly, many parents will turn away from
the system. Resultantly, the difference in enrolment between children
of the richest and poorest households is greater in Pakistan than in all
of the 96 developing countries.
Educationist Ahmad Ali believes many students from low-income
backgrounds drop out because of financial constraints. Others who can
afford it are reluctant to do so because the poor quality of education,
offered in public schools is not worth expending your savings on, as it
does not open up many job opportunities. As these damning statistics
show, even if these households do spend money on educating their
children, it does not guarantee any upward social mobility.
The fact that the Centre as well as the federating units and other
territories of Pakistan are failing to fulfil their constitutional responsibilities is also evident from the annual budgetary allocations for the sector.
The then prime minister, on March 28, 2014, had vowed in front of the
national and global leaders that the education budget would be doubled
to 4% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, after passage of
more than five years, the budgetary allocations hover around 2.5%, up
from 2%, in the financial year 2018-19.
It is also a matter of concern for every citizen of Pakistan that the
country is still off-track on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
However, Shafqat Mahmood, minister for Federal Education and Professional Training, told Cutting Edge at a workshop recently that the
country stands firmly committed to the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), to be achieved by 2030. The SDG-4 is a focus on comprehensive education from early childhood to lifelong learning, ensuring
the principles of inclusion and equity.
The minister says that the SDG-4, in its scope of seven targets and
three means of implementation, encompasses the age group 5-16 as
per the Article 25-A and also pre-school, post-secondary, tertiary and
technical education as lifelong learning.
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Outlook

In search of
structural reforms
Muhammad Jahangir

After the World Bank and Asian Development Bank, another survey
has come out which says that Pakistan’s economic growth has lost its
momentum and there will be a slowdown in all sectors.
The annual Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific
2019 titled ‘Ambitions beyond Growth’, released by the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
projects that Pakistan’s GDP will remain the lowest in the region at 4.2
per cent in 2019 and 4 per cent in 2020 compared to Bangladesh’s 7.3
per cent, India 7.5 per cent, Maldives and Nepal 6.5 per cent each in
2019. According to the survey, overall economic conditions in the region are stable with the projected 5-5.1 per cent GDP growth in 2019
and 2020 respectively. However, export-oriented sectors face difficulties due to weaker demand in Europe and possibly in the US, and
looming uncertainty over ongoing US-China trade war.
The report says that Pakistan’s economy is experiencing severe balance of payment difficulties amid large fiscal and current account deficits
and mounting pressures on the currency. In the larger context, the report
notes that inflation in the developing Asia-Pacific region is forecast to increase moderately in 2019 to 4.2pc before dropping to 3.8pc in 2020.
However, potentially higher tariffs against the backdrop of trade tensions
and rising uncertainties, currency depreciation and unfavourable weather
could push up consumer and food prices. According to the survey, the
region’s medium-to-long term prospects depend on structural transformation and broad-based productivity growth. The report cautions against
countries shifting from an agriculture-based economy to one in which
services play a dominant role, bypassing the manufacturing sector.
However, it is possible that new frontier technologies may reduce
the scope for industrialisation in “late entrant” developing countries,
while high-value-added services require skilled workers. This calls for
investment in people and enabling infrastructure. Stating that the next
phase of structural transformation in the region must be environmentfriendly, the survey illustrates that investments to speed up transition
to more resource-efficient systems of production and consumption
would not only reduce carbon emissions by a tenth, but deliver high
economic returns and over time can reduce net financial costs to zero.
The 2019 survey devotes a lot of attention to the issue of sustainable growth. It points out that achieving Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030 would require an annual additional investment of $1.5
trillion for Asia-Pacific developing countries — equivalent to 5 per cent
of their combined GDP in 2018. The survey specifically mentions that
despite rapid economic growth, too many people are left behind, without a fair chance in life, while environmental degradation has reached
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alarming levels, threatening the sustainability of past development
gains. Hence, keeping the old paradigm of prioritising GDP growth at
all costs is neither feasible nor desirable.
On the other hand, the IMF in its annual report ‘World Economic
Outlook’ (WEO) has also painted a gloomy picture of Pakistan’s economy. It has said Pakistan’s economy will grow at an average rate of
just 2.5% during the next five years and its external imbalance will remain elevated. The IMF has also predicted only 2.9% economic growth
rate for this fiscal year, ending on June 30. Titled “Growth Slowdown
Precarious Recovery”, the IMF report truly mirrors the depressing economic situation in Pakistan. The average 2.5% growth rate for five
years is less than half of what the PTI government has targeted for its
5-year term. The report says in the next fiscal year, the economic
growth rate in Pakistan will further slow down to only 2.8% and by 2024
the average pace will be just 2.5%. It is the lowest economic growth
rate predicted by any multilateral lender.
The report has projected Pakistan’s current account deficit at 5.2%
of the GDP for this fiscal year that will require over $14 billion for bridging it. The 5.2% current account deficit is higher than the estimates of
the Finance Ministry. The report further says that the unemployment
rate in Pakistan will remain unchanged in the current fiscal year but
will marginally increase to 6.2% in the next fiscal year. But the independent economists have predicted a nearly 8% jobless rate due to
the slowing economic growth rate.
The IMF puts Pakistan in the same league as the Middle East,
North Africa and Afghanistan. In its opinion the economic growth in
this region would decline to 1.5% in 2019, before recovering to about
3.2% in 2020. Pakistan has made significant monetary adjustments
that have started impacting every sphere of life. On the other hand,
the exchange rate depreciation has fuelled inflation.
Pakistan’s growth model needs to change. The previous government made a lot of noise about GDP growth which was achieved at
the cost of expensive foreign loans. The growth figures looked
favourable but the real economy shrank as evidenced by steadily declining exports. Industrial productivity hit a plateau while agriculture
stagnated. Unemployment too touched new levels. To put it simply,
growth is meaningless if it does not benefit the people at large. This
calls for structural reforms with an emphasis on shifting to human and
social development. The PTI government has made a beginning towards it with its poverty alleviation and mass housing and health card
programmes. But there is a long way to go before the desired goals
can be achieved.
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Society

Withering family
bonds
Mufakhra Rao Advocate

Only the feet know the depth of the sea, watching eyes are spectators,
they may want it to know the feelings, but can never sense the reality in
their capacity. That is why the experience rises above knowledge and age.
Time ripens a person in the true sense. The questions which create a big
mess at an early age can easily be answered in later stages and the answers are more comprehensive, more competent and more extensive.
The plot of a family’s stories vary from wall to wall, class to class, place
to place, but the major pillars are similar they all need a surface to stand
upon, they all carry roof upon their heads. One may have heard many
kinds of messy stories and fears, they all are wandering for their solutions
and solutions are identical, no matter where they belong to. Most of us are
difficulty lovers; feeling pleasure in misery, and leave the issues unattended, so the misery travels through races as a right of the title.
Many women approached lawyers for divorce; some usually linger the
mater on to provide them the maximum time to review their decision, but
all who came for divorce, got it. If their background is studied, one common
thing in all families was their parents or parent (if single or not) being negligent, responsible and introvert, so the crashes during their childhood
never left their marks from their mind. Now, they scan the world through
their wounded soul. The burning question is; why the persons, after being
parents, pursue some other goals instead of their children and how can
they settle priorities while separating their children. Most neglected children
are the usual victims of abuse and extremism. Even after passing a long
journey of their life, they can never comprehend a true face of faithfulness
and sacrifice. They muddle all basic concepts; doing, making and erasing,
thinking and rethinking, going ahead one step and back ten times deciding
and revoking, confronting and confusing at every crossroad. It’s not an
easy task to find a normal-minded person in our society. The family’s setup
is seriously plagued and damaged inside and it’s not easy for every member to save the skin from being hurt. Whether the child is male or female,
even the intelligent can’t manage to escape and surprisingly, intelligent
children could turn into aliens and becomes dangerous after facing abnormalities in their parents' personalities. The whole family setup depends
upon the balanced temperament of parents, like the system of the universe, which has traveled a successful journey on equilibrium and in divorce cases; ultimately the children have to pay throughout their life. They
surrender choices one by one. First of all, the judge asks the children, who
do you want to live with? They look on both sides, clutch their mother’s
hand, call their father and after a decision in favor of one, they shriek for
the other one and that shriek never let them sleep at nights, never let them
laugh heartedly at events like birthdays, festivals and any celebrations.
They now face a lack of a true shelter and live at the mercy of society and
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they
are victims and easy prey for their poor, complexed, ignorant relations,
close friends of their parents, neighbours, and strangers. Now, they scream
for money, safety, food and at the loss of chastity. Their pick and drop from
school, school fee, and other necessities are every day’s questions and
many children are forced to leave school and serve their relatives, they
are living with. The first step their relatives usually take is to usurp their
property and bank accounts, if any, and start counting every spoon of feeding and blame them for any loss in utility bills. Now, they are culprits for
any misfortune and loss at their home. They cannot claim their property,
like toys, dresses, shoes, stationery, books and anything they have inherited through their parents. The parentless children are not even liked to be
seen smiling or cheering at someone or something. They are not supposed
to feel the weather, like rain in summer, and who they are to eye the full
moon in summer nights? They should not walk around with their frail legs.
This is how and much more than this, life goes on, drop by drop.
One can observe such families with close quarters and all responsibilities rest upon both parents who should sacrifice their will to save their children although sacrifice and devotion is not a matter of a click, it returns
with immeasurable and inconceivable blessings in life and afterward. This
is Allah’s promise to this mankind.
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Space war

India’ false sense
of prestige
Senator Sehar Kamran

Unchecked weaponization of outer space and prestige-led space arms
race has the potential to trigger lethal cascading effects for international
peace and stability.
Outer space is global commons and common heritage for all mankind.
It has a tremendous amount of significance for socioeconomic development. According to the Bank of America, the current space market is valued at roughly $350 billion and will continue to grow to reach roughly $2.7
trillion within the next three decades. Countries and commercial entities
are investing in telecommunication, earth observation, and orbital manufacturing and private habitat and it will further develop and increase the
share of space economy in the future. Apart from civilian and peaceful use
of space, high-tech advanced countries are using the space for military
purposes, and hence, their defensive and offensive military activities have
the spectre of the arms race in the outer space. That in turn, will further increase the potentially ruinous consequences by creating the space debris
and risking the relative stability in the outer space.
The issue of prevention of arms race in the outer space has been on
the agenda item of the Conference of Disarmament (CD) but up till now,
no substantive outcome or legally binding guidelines have emerged.
On 27 March 2019, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced
in a national address that India had carried out its maiden anti-satellite
(ASAT) weapon test. According to a press statement, the “Mission Shakti”
took three minutes to destroy the intended target i.e. satellite at an altitude
of 300 km, in low earth orbit (LEO). With this test, India joined the league
of three nations, namely USA, Russia and China, who had already demonstrated the capability in the past.
India’s test once again highlighted the ineffectiveness of international
regimes governing the activities of outer space and failure to formulate the
binding rules to regulate countries space endeavours. Moreover, the absence of “no rules” opens a window for states to exploit legal loopholes
for their geopolitical and geostrategic considerations while threatening the
global prosperity on one hand and setting of a precedent for other states
to follow suit.
Pakistan condemned the Indian ASAT test and according to a Foreign
Office press statement “Pakistan remains a strong proponent of non-militarization of outer space.” Furthermore, it stated that it’s a “matter of grave
concern for the international community not only in terms of generation of
space debris but also because of its ramifications for long-term sustainability of peaceful space activities. And if these moves remain unchecked,
it could pose serious consequences for global and regional peace, stability
and security.”
In the context of the current state of play in South Asia, where strategic
stability is under tremendous pressure due to Modi’s irrational and delusional blunders, since 14 February 2019, the threat of “nuclear nightmare”
has been looming large on the horizon and currently, there is no hope that
the security situation will be diffused till the conclusion of Indian general
elections in May 2019. According to Indian domestic political analysts, the
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primary purpose behind the Balakot misadventure and ASAT test was to
woo its electorates to win the elections; and for this very purpose, Narendra Modi could go to any length.
The recent statement of Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi added further context to that premise. He said, “India is planning
a new attack on Pakistan… this could take place between April 16 and
20,” and it is the “responsibility of the international community” to shun
their silence for the larger stability of the region.
Given post-Balakot domestic and international scrutiny of India’s Ministry of External Affairs and Indian Airforce’s false narrative regarding the
tally of casualties of alleged militants in Balakot and downing of F-16 jets,
subsequent international reports regarding Indian claims tell a different
story. For instance, the Foreign Policy magazine’s exclusive report on the
F16 controversy further embarrassed the Indian Airforce and pushed PM
Modi into a tight spot. According to Lara Seligman, “two senior U.S. defense officials with direct knowledge of the situation told Foreign Policy
that U.S. personnel recently counted Islamabad’s F-16s and found none
missing.”
Amidst increasing domestic criticism, Indian Air Vice Marshal R.G.K
Kapoor held a press conference and refuted the assertion of the FP story.
Air Vice Marshal Kapoor stated that India has “irrefutable evidence” that
Indian jets had downed a Pakistani F-16 in a dogfight. Interestingly, in his
concluding remarks, he said that the IAF could not provide more information to the public due to “security and confidentiality concerns.” That essentially means that there exists no such information and if it had, India
would have made it public to embarrass Pakistan.
In a quid pro quo, DG ISPR Major General Asif Ghafoor while commenting on Indian Air Vice Marshal’s presser said that “repetitions do not
make [the] truth a lie” and the fact is that the PAF shot down two IAF jets,
wreckage [has been] seen on the ground by all.” Likewise, MIT Assistant
Professor, Vipin Narang said that “it looks worse and worse for the Indians,” and it seems India “failed to impose significant costs on Pakistan,
(instead) lost a plane and a helicopter of its own in the process.”
India’s testing of ASAT capability again is perceived as an attempt of
face-saving by the Modi government on one hand and divert the “microscopic” scrutiny on the other. However, the abrupt response from the
NASA administration was a setback as it briefly halted working with ISRO
after the Indian ASAT test. The NASA administration not only visualizes
the test from the strategic stability perspective but also as a threat to the
concept of space as global commons.
In the background of the dangerous developments in the region, it appears that the Indian government’s narrative is not finding traction in national and international level. Also, it remains to be seen how testing an
ASAT capability would elevate the socioeconomic status of a country
whose seventy-five percent of the population lives under abject poverty,
200 million people don’t have sufficient access to food and 25 percent children do not have access to education.
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International

The Sri Lanka attacks:
New front, old wounds
Mario Arulthas
The attacks in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday for many brought back memories
of the long ethnic war, which came to a bloody conclusion 10 years ago in
May.
Although the Sri Lankan authorities are yet to identify the perpetrators, it
appears the attacks are of a different nature, one fuelled by global dynamics,
rather than a response to local communal grievances. Despite this, the violence is bound to exacerbate already-deep ethnic and religious fault lines,
increasing existing tensions and possibly fuelling further violence. After 1948,
newly independent Sri Lanka embedded a virulent form of Sinhala Buddhist
nationalism in the formation of the state. This ethos, in simple terms, holds
that the entire island is home to Sinhala Theravada Buddhism and that minorities are invaders, who will be tolerated if they accept Sinhala hegemony.
Any threats (perceived or real) to the Sinhala identity of the country are attacked resolutely.
This revealed itself in racially and linguistically discriminatory policies as
constitutions were written, making non-Sinhala communities second-class
citizens. To this day, Sri Lanka's constitution places Buddhism above other
religions, assigning the state the responsibility "to protect and foster" Buddhism.
The entrenched Sinhala Buddhist nature of the state manifests itself in
its institutions, particularly those linked to security. For example, the military
rank and file is almost entirely Sinhala Buddhist. Some of its units, like the
Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment, are named after ancient Sinhala kings, famed
for defeating Tamil "invaders". Increasingly violent reprisals by the state
against peaceful demands for autonomy and equal rights by Tamils from the
1950s to the 1970s eventually led the Tamil population to seek an independent homeland in the island's northeast, home to the Tamil Hindu and Christian
populations and the Tamil-speaking Muslim groups.
A low-level trench war escalated into a full-blown war in 1983, after the
Black July pogroms, in which Sinhala mobs killed thousands of Tamils, looting
and burning their properties in the Sinhala-majority south of the country. During the war, the Sri Lankan military routinely targeted civilians, killing tens of
thousands. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the Tamil group that
emerged most prominently and enjoyed widespread support, deployed suicide bombers in the south of the country with devastating effects.
Meanwhile, tensions between Tamils and the Muslim Tamil-speaking
community, who, in many cases, do not identify as ethnic Tamils, increased,
marked by violence and massacres by both the LTTE and Muslim paramilitaries. In 1990, the LTTE expelled some 100,000 Muslims from the Northern
Province, furthering the divide between the communities. Throughout the war
the Sri Lankan military repeatedly bombed churches and Hindu temples sheltering Tamil civilians; in 1995 an air attack on a church in Jaffna killed around
147 people. While those attacks were not religiously motivated per se, they
portrayed the state's willingness to attack places of worship.
After three decades, during which the LTTE was able to establish a de
facto state, the Sri Lankan military crushed the movement, in a brutal
crescendo of violence. The United Nations says there could have been over
40,000 deaths during this last phase, while some activists say the figure is
closer to 140,000. To this day, impunity reigns for the crimes committed during
the war, despite international pressure for an accountability mechanism and
demands by the Tamil community for an international war crimes tribunal.
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Hundreds of family members of Tamils forcibly disappeared during and after
the war by state forces have been protesting and demanding answers. UN
officials have warned that impunity may further increase violence in Sri Lanka.
Since 2009, the attention of the Sinhala Buddhist nationalists turned to
the minority Muslim and Christian communities. While the security forces
maintained an iron grip on the Tamil population, Sinhala Buddhist mobs
started attacking Muslim and Christian populations repeatedly. In 2018, there
were anti-Muslim riots in Kandy and dozens of attacks against Christians. A
report by the National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka (NCEASL)
said extremist elements were able to influence entire communities and lead
violent attacks against places of worship and people. Only last week, a
church was attacked during Palm Sunday mass.
Muslim and Christian communities in Sri Lanka have responded with remarkable restraint to Sinhala nationalist violence in the past - also because
they saw the potential repercussions to them in the brutality unleashed on
Tamils by the state in response to their own resistance. However, the attacks
on Easter Sunday do not appear to be a response to past Sinhala Buddhist
violence. The perpetrators did not target Sinhala Buddhist, but Christian institutions and tourism infrastructure.
While many Tamil Christians were supportive and sympathetic to the
Tamil armed movement, as a whole, Christians as a religious community
were not antagonistic to other communities. As such, to see this in the vein
of an escalation of existing violence against the Christian community in Sri
Lanka would be a mistake. These attacks are likely a hitherto unseen dimension to tensions, a new front of violence in Sri Lanka. After the Sunday attacks, the tensions that already exist are likely to deepen. Already hate
speech is circulating on Sinhala-language social media. There are also reports of reprisals against Muslims, as a number of Sri Lankan officials have
said that a little known Muslim fighter group might be responsible for the attacks.
Relations between Tamils and Muslims are also likely to suffer. The choice
to conduct an attack in Batticaloa, a Tamil-majority town on the east coast,
far from Colombo, may not be a coincidence. The town, and the district it is
located in, saw some of the worst Tamil-Muslim violence during the war years.
The St Anthony church in Colombo is also one that is frequented by a large
Tamil congregation. Consequently, there are serious concerns among Tamil
and Muslim civil society in Batticaloa of a flare-up of violence.
While tensions are high in the aftermath of the attack, the propensity of
the state to respond with repression must be prevented. The existing draconian counterterrorism legislation has been used to violently repress communities, while journalists and activists continue to face harassment and
surveillance. On April 22, President Maithripala Sirisena also declared national emergency, which gives the military sweeping powers.
While those responsible must face justice, a similar crackdown and harassment of minority populations in response to the attacks must be avoided.
Otherwise, Sri Lanka risks furthering existing divides and paving the path to
renewed violence. In order for sustainable peace to be established on the island, the underlying reasons for the discrimination against minority communities must be confronted by the majority. In the absence of that, a whole 10
years after the end of the war, Sri Lanka's future continues to look bleak and
minority communities will continue to live on the edge.

21

Your View
Massacre in Sri Lanka

Atmospheric pollution
IN school we are all taught about pollution and how it is bad but no

The wanton mayhem caused by eight bomb explosions in

one, except for a few individuals, actually makes an effort to fight it.

different cities of Sri Lanka, including the capital Colombo,

If we want to enjoy a peaceful, comfortable and “fresh” environment

needs to be condemned in the most stringent manner.

we need to take care of our surroundings. We keep growing in

At least 290 people were killed in the massacre which tar-

numbers and taking more land and space, using more water and

geted churches on Easter, and posh hotels which is mind-

driving more cars. This ends up having a negative impact on the

numbing.As we move from one brutality to another, from the

delicate balance of nature. We can restore this balance by working

killing of 51 Muslims in Christchurch, to Hazarganji, to Or-

together. We can make energy-efficient houses or find an alterna-

mara, to Colombo; from the longer simmering genocide in

tive source to fuels that produce less pollution. We can also stop

Afganistan, Iraq, Yemen, Syria, Burma, Palestine, Kashmir,

using cars or generators which use diesel and opt for solar options.

from the individual targeting of Khashoggi and journalists

People can also start planting more trees. If we take these small

and activists who dare to dissent, we no longer weep in

steps, I think we can save our environment.

anger and sorrow. Even our initial shock and disbelief turns
Naveed Ahmed
Larkana

quickly to a cool distancing and complacency. This is a double tragedy: one of humans being killed in the name of religion, race, ethnicity, colour, or just for having a different
opinion, and the other, the destruction of human kindness

Semester system

and concern for the other’s pain. The deadly virus of hatred
leads to development of immunity against the feelings of

THE Punjab government should replace the semester system in ed-

others.A little thought on what has been happening will iden-

ucational institutions in the province because it does not suit our so-

tify a quadrilateral of evil, connecting the East and West,

ciety.It is my observation that the system has failed to accurately

driven by personal ambition, hegemonic designs and desire

test and evaluate students.On the other hand, it gives teachers a lot

for control. The so-called world leaders who sit at the helm

of undue control over students and this is unfair. There are numer-

of these powers are big in ego and low in compassion and

ous reports in the media about such exploitation.I, therefore, sug-

wisdom. By the time they leave, the world would be a sad-

gest that we revert to the annual system of education.In order to

der, crueler, less tolerant and unsafe place.Some of us can

make the system more effective, the papers of one university can be

only cry out to God and pray for all those who have suffered.

sent for marking to another campus and the teachers whose results

Nikhat Sattar

are consistently unsatisfactory should be proceeded against under

Islamabad

the Punjab Employees Efficiency Discipline and Accountability Act.
Asim Ghaffar
Multan

Drinking water prices

Frere Hall restoration
I laud the Guardians Trust which has taken it upon themself to do
the restoration work on Frere Hall. I feel it is the duty of all citizens to

It was shocking to realise that a well-known brand of drinking water,

contribute in whatever capacity they can to reclaiming public spaces

which markets coffee, fruit juice and what have you, increased the

for the benefit of the common citizen. Besides monetary contribu-

price of its 18.9 litre bottles from Rs220 to Rs250 in one go.Had the

tion, how we are treating the environment around us is also of great

company raised the selling price of coffee, one would not have felt
the pinch because coffee is imported, but the increase in the rate of
dollars vis-à-vis the Pakistani rupees does not affect water, which is
a hundred per cent local product. The move is inexplicable. Thank
goodness, other reputed brands have so far not followed suit. Some
time back, a member of the judiciary had announced that the price
of drinking water would be reduced but the contrary has happened.
By the way, the company’s delivery staff laments that there has
been no increase in their wages.
Asif Noorani
Karachi
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significance. The media houses should also allocate free airtime to
raise public awareness obout the importance of preservation of our
culture, heritage and restoration of public spaces. I was present at
the event, and was really moved by the vote of thanks delivered by
Jameel Yusuf. He rightly suggested that the city be renamed from
the “city of lights to the city of love, or the city of giving or the city of
angels.” This is a great suggestion and more aptly describes its people whose generosity in giving is acknowledged, internationally.
M. Haris Zohaib Akbani
Karachi
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Antarctica’s iceberg graveyard could
reveal the ice sheet’s future

A new hominid species has been found
in a Philippine cave, fossils suggest

Carolyn Gramling

Bruce Bower

Just beyond the tip of the
Antarctic Peninsula lies an iceberg graveyard. There, in the
Scotia Sea, many of the icebergs escaping from Antarctica begin to melt, depositing
sediment from the continent
that had been trapped in the
ice onto the seafloor. Now, a team of researchers has embarked on a twomonth expedition to excavate the deposited debris, hoping to discover secrets
from the southernmost continent’s climatic past. That hitchhiking sediment, the
researchers say, can help piece together how Antarctica’s vast ice sheet has
waxed and waned over millennia. And knowing how much the ice melted in
some of those warmest periods, such as the Pliocene Epoch about 3 million
years ago, may provide clues to the ice sheet’s future. That includes how
quickly the ice may melt in today’s warming world and by how much, says paleoclimatologist Michael Weber of the University of Bonn in Germany.

A new member of the
human genus has been
found in a cave in the Philippines, researchers report.
Fossils with distinctive features indicate that the hominid species inhabited the
island now known as
Luzon at least 50,000 years ago, according to a study. That species,
which the scientists have dubbed Homo luzonensis, lived at the same
time that controversial half-sized hominids named Homo floresiensis
and nicknamed hobbits were roaming an Indonesian island to the south
called Flores. In shape and size, some of the fossils match those of
corresponding bones from other Homo species. “But if you take the
whole combination of features for H. luzonensis, no other Homo
species is similar,” says study coauthor and paleoanthropologist Florent
Détroit of the French National Museum of Natural History in Paris.

Weber and Maureen Raymo, a paleoclimatologist at Lamont-Doherty Earth
Observatory in Palisades, N.Y., are leading the expedition. “By looking at material carried by icebergs that calved off of the continent, we should be able to
infer which sectors of the ice sheet were most unstable in the past,” Raymo
says. “We can correlate the age and mineralogy of the ice-rafted debris to the
bedrock in the section of Antarctica from which the bergs originated.” Icebergs
breaking off from the edges of Antarctica’s ice sheet tend to stay close to the
continent, floating counterclockwise around the continent. But when the bergs
reach the Weddell Sea, on the eastern side of the peninsula, they are shunted
northward through a region known as Iceberg Alley toward warmer waters in
the Scotia Sea. Because so many icebergs from all around the continent converge in one region, it is the ideal place to collect sediment cores and take
stock of the debris that the bergs have dropped over millions of years.

If the find holds up to further scientific scrutiny, it would add to recent
fossil and DNA evidence indicating that several Homo lineages already
occupied East Asia and Southeast Asian islands by the time Homo
sapiens reached what's now southern China between 80,000 and
120,000 years ago. The result: an increasingly complicated picture of
hominid evolution in Asia. Excavations in 2007, 2011 and 2015 at
Luzon’s Callao Cave yielded a dozen H. luzonensis fossils at first —
seven isolated teeth (five from the same individual), two finger bones,
two toe bones and an upper leg bone missing its ends, the scientists
say. Analysis of the radioactive decay of uranium in one tooth suggested a minimum age of 50,000 years. Based on those fossils, a hominid foot bone found in 2007 in the same cave sediment was also
identified as H. luzonensis. It dates to at least 67,000 years ago.
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Health

Too much vitamin D disastrous
Robert Preidt
Vitamin D is the healthy "sunshine" vitamin, but it can have a dark side,
one Canadian man discovered.
A team of Toronto physicians reported on the case of a 54-year-old man
who developed kidney damage after taking extremely high doses of vitamin D. It's a cautionary tale for consumers, medical experts say. "Although
vitamin D toxicity is rare owing to a large therapeutic range, its widespread
availability in various over-the-counter formulations may pose a substantial risk to uninformed patients," said study co-author Dr. Bourne Auguste.
He's a clinical fellow in home dialysis at Toronto General Hospital and the
University of Toronto.
As reported in the CMAJ (Canadian Medical Association Journal), the
man was seen by doctors after he returned from a holiday in Southeast
Asia, where he spent much of his time sunbathing. Vitamin D is naturally
synthesized by the skin upon contact with sunlight. Testing showed that
the man had elevated blood levels of creatinine, a marker for kidney damage or malfunction. The patient was then referred to a kidney specialist
and underwent further testing. Doctors learned that the man had been
prescribed high doses of vitamin D by a naturopath -- even though he did
not have vitamin D deficiency and no history of bone loss.
Over 30 months, the man had taken eight to 12 drops of vitamin D -- a
total of 8,000 to 12,000 International Units (IUs) -- per day. The typical
recommended daily allowance of vitamin D is 400 to 1,000 IU, with a
higher amount (800 to 2,000 IU) recommended for adults at high-risk of

osteoporosis, and for older adults. The patient far exceeded those
dosages, however, and that led to extremely high levels of calcium in his
blood. It's those high blood calcium levels that triggered his kidney damage, Auguste's team said. "Patients and clinicians should be better informed about the risks regarding the unfettered use of vitamin D," the
study authors concluded.
Dr. Maria DeVita directs nephrology (kidney medicine) at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City. Reading over the case report, she said that
"overuse of the vitamin, as is true of many supplements, may have dire
adverse effects." DeVita said, "Vitamin D is necessary for the development and maintenance of strong bones, but the take-home message is
too much of a good thing is not good."

Whitening strips may damage your teeth
Serena Gordon
Having a pearly white smile may come with a
significant cost -- the health of your teeth. New
research suggests that over-the-counter whitening strips may be eroding the structure of your
choppers. "This study shows that there is a loss
of protein from the teeth with these whitening
treatments," said senior author Kelly Keenan,
an associate professor of chemistry at Stockton
University in Galloway, N.J. While the research
looked at over-the-counter products, Keenan
thinks those used by dentists might also do
damage. "Whether you buy over-the-counter or
go to a dentist, it's the same ingredient -- it's hydrogen peroxide. I don't know of a safer alternative for whitening teeth," she said.
But not everyone thinks Americans need to
give up their love of a bright white smile. "Anything that can harm the teeth concerns me,
and I have read that whitening can soften
teeth, but clinically, I'm not concerned," said
Dr. James Sconzo, chief of dental medicine at
New York-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist
Hospital. "I haven't seen a higher decay rate in
people who whiten their teeth."
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Sconzo, who wasn't involved with the study,
said he's more concerned about damage to
teeth from other things, like sugary sports
drinks. Americans spend billions of dollars
every year on products to whiten their teeth, including whitening strips, researchers said.
Teeth are made up of several layers -- the
outer layer is protective enamel. The next layer

is called dentin, which makes up the bulk of a
tooth, according to the researchers. Dentin
contains high levels of protein, and most is a
substance called collagen. Keenan and her
team conducted three experiments with overthe-counter whitening strips. Whole teeth were
placed in artificial saliva to try to mimic conditions in the mouth. The teeth were treated with
the strips for between 20 and 60 minutes (the
time recommended), with a round of 20 strips.
The researchers saw that exposure to hydrogen peroxide in the strips caused the major
protein in the dentin to be converted into
smaller fragments. In another experiment, they
treated pure collagen with hydrogen peroxide.
The original collagen disappeared. The study
didn't address whether teeth in their natural
state in your mouth can regenerate proteins
after exposure to hydrogen peroxide. Sconzo
suspects that's probably what happens.
"Dentin is a live cellular matrix," he said. He's
been whitening teeth for many years with a
stronger concentration of hydrogen peroxide
than was used in these experiments, and he
"hasn't seen any red flags," he said.
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Yuli

Little

Cath Clarke

Simran Hans

This energetic, emotionally reflective movie follows the rise of
the Cuban dancer Carlos
Acosta from scrappy juvenile
tearaway to ballet superstar. It’s
directed by Icíar Bollaín from a
script by Ken Loach regular
Paul Laverty that adapts the
dancer’s memoir. Acosta even makes an appearance, playing himself
now, in Cuba to put on a show about his life – a clever move by Laverty
to include some electrifying performances.

At the age of 10, Black-ish star
Marsai Martin approached the TV
show’s creator, Kenya Barris, with
an idea for a film. After watching
the Tom Hanks-starring Big, in
which a child becomes trapped in
his own adult body, Martin decided she’d like to make a version
that featured an adult trapped in
the form of their younger self. So she did; at 14 years old, Martin is thought
to be the youngest person to executive-produce a Hollywood film.

The film’s great find is 10-year-old newcomer Edlison Manuel Olbera
Núñez, who struts around as young Carlos with irrepressible energy. In
a reverse of the Billy Elliott story, it’s his dad Pedro (Santiago Alfonso),
who drags Carlos kicking and screaming to Havana’s state ballet school
to get him off the streets – and gives him the nickname Yuli, a legendary
warrior. The teachers instantly recognise this cocky kid’s natural talent.
But Carlos is not convinced – he’d rather be playing football than flouncing about in tights. His commitment to ballet is semi-detached at best.
Pedro is his biggest cheerleader and an overbearing bully, beating him
with a leather belt for skipping classes.

Martin is “Little” Jordan Sanders, the gawky, glasses-wearing version of her
glamorous, cut-throat, 38-year-old CEO self (played by Regina Hall). Martin
steals every scene as a grown woman in a child’s body, suppressing cravings for rosé wine, flouncing in miniature pantsuits and referring to herself
as “the new alpha of the class” when she’s inevitably sent to school.

The childhood scenes are so vibrant, it’s almost a shame when Keyvin
Martinez (a dancer in Acosta’s company) picks up the role of Carlos in
his late teens. Ballet is his ticket out of poverty, but his loneliness at being
separated from his family is agonising, even as he notches up accolades
– famously becoming the Royal Ballet’s first black Romeo.

Wild Rose
Mark Kermode
The celebrated songwriter Harlan
Howard famously defined country music as “three chords and
the truth”, a phrase that would
subsequently be adopted by the
likes of Billy Bragg to define skiffle, punk and all points in between. Screenwriter Nicole Taylor
(who wrote the BBC miniseries Three Girls) takes this punchy mantra and
tattoos it on the arm of her heroine, an ex-con single mum, living in Glasgow but dreaming of Nashville. “I should have been born in America,” insists the indomitable Rose-Lynn, as she cuts an unruly swath through pubs,
clubs and prison bars, reminding us that “Johnny Cash was a convicted
criminal”. But beyond such bravado, it’s the power of music to pierce the
heart that is the focus of this uplifting, bittersweet film, painting a picture of
hardscrabble lives lent lyrical voice by the magic of country. Jessie Buckley,
who proved so electrifying in Michael Pearce’s psychological thriller Beast,
lights up the screen as Rose-Lynn Harlan; a 23-year-old firebrand, fresh
out of jail, wearing an electronic tag beneath white cowgirl boots. Her redoubtable mum, Marion (Julie Walters), wants Rose-Lynn to settle down
and take care of the kids she’s been minding while her daughter was in
prison. But Rose-Lynn has a wanderlust that not even a strictly enforced
curfew can quell.
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Directed by Tina Gordon Chism, co-writer of What Men Want, the film is
cute enough, even if key ideas aren’t especially novel: it’s lonely at the top;
we need to connect with our inner child; everyone is insecure as a teenager.
It becomes more appealing when its jokes are specific. “That’s my struggle!”
complains one of Jordan’s tech bro clients, whose father “only” invested
$5m in his company, a cheery, satirical swipe at white men unaware of their
own privilege. Also amusing is Jordan’s latest product, a virtual assistant
called HomeGirl, like Alexa only with better taste in music and voiced by
Tracee Ellis Ross.

Escape and Evasion
Luke Buckmaster
Josh McConville delivers a tense,
twitchy, vein-popping performance
choc-full of rage and confusion as a
PTSD-afflicted soldier in Escape and
Evasion, writer/director Storm Ashwood’s highly ambitious and technically accomplished war film. Haunted by memories of a botched mission
in Myanmar, from which he returned to Australia as the sole survivor,
we meet Seth (McConville) as he is bleary-eyed, trembling and inconsolable, holding a gun to his head. Ashwood treats what happened in
the jungle as a mystery, to be returned to piecemeal and teased out
through flashbacks.In this sense Escape and Evasion is conceptually
similar to 1983’s Goodbye, Farewell and Amen, the terrific featurelength conclusion to the television series M*A*S*H. In it, director Alan
Alda elegantly explored the idea of a repressed wartime memory destroying the soul of a survivor, returning to a traumatic scene on a bus
to gradually layer it with detail. But Ashwood’s approach in execution is
more like director Billy Wilder’s take on alcoholism in his 1945 classic
The Lost Weekend, in which the protagonist, experiencing delirium
tremens, has intense hallucinations that are depicted for the audience
in vivid detail. Escape and Evasion’s Seth sees, for instance, blood appear on his hands and the bed sheets he is lying on transform into oozing mud, these dramatic visions accompanied by eardrum-perforating
sound effects.
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Einstein's War

AI Superpowers

Matthew Stanley

Kai-Fu Lee

In 1916, Arthur Eddington, a war-weary
British astronomer, opened a letter written by
an obscure German professor named Einstein. The neatly printed equations on the
scrap of paper outlined his world-changing
theory of general relativity. Until then, Einstein's masterpiece of time and space had
been trapped behind the physical and ideological lines of battle, unknown. Many Britons
were rejecting anything German, but Eddington realized the importance of the letter: perhaps Einstein's esoteric theory could not only
change the foundations of science but also
lead to international co-operation in a time of
brutal war. Einstein's name is now synonymous with 'genius', but it was
not an easy road. He spent a decade creating relativity and his ascent to
global celebrity, which saw him on front pages around the world, also owed
much to against-the-odds international collaboration, including Eddington's
crucial expedition of 1919 -- which was still two years before they finally
met. We usually think of scientific discovery as a flash of individual inspiration, but here we see it is the result of hard work, gambles and wrong
turns -- in this case subject to the petty concerns of nations, religions and
individuals. Einstein's War is a moving human story of a pair on opposite
sides of history who came together for science. It sheds light on science
through history, and the physics is more accessible as a result: we see relativity built brick-by-brick in front of us, as it happened 100 years ago.

The Truths We Hold
Kamala Harris
Known for bringing a voice to the voiceless,
Senator Kamala Harris is committed to speaking the truth. The daughter of immigrants, she
was raised in a community that cared deeply
about social justice and, growing up, Harris
herself never hid her passion for doing what is
right. Throughout her career, from starting out
as a prosecutor right up to her position as California’s Attorney General, and now as a US
Senator, her hallmarks have been applying a
holistic, data-driven approach to the thorniest
issues, whether it’s taking on the big banks or
rejecting stale ‘tough on crime’ rhetoric as presenting a series of false choices. Neither ‘tough’ nor ‘soft’ but smart on crime
became her mantra. Being smart means learning the truths that can make
us better as a community, and supporting those truths with all our might.
Through the arc of her own life, Harris communicates a vision of shared
struggle, shared purpose, and shared values and grapples with complex issues that affect America and the world at large, from health care and the
new economy to immigration, national security, the opioid crisis, and accelerating inequality. By reckoning with the big challenges we face together,
drawing on the hard-won wisdom and insight from her own career and the
work of those who have most inspired her, Kamala Harris offers in The
Truths We Hold a master class in problem solving, in crisis management,
and leadership in challenging times.
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In AI Superpowers, Kai-fu Lee argues powerfully that
because of these unprecedented developments in
AI, dramatic changes will be happening much
sooner than many of us expected. Indeed, as the
US-Sino AI competition begins to heat up, Lee urges
the US and China to both accept and to embrace
the great responsibilities that come with significant
technological power. Most experts already say that
AI will have a devastating impact on blue-collar jobs.
But Lee predicts that Chinese and American AI will
have a strong impact on white-collar jobs as well. Is
universal basic income the solution? In Lee’s opinion, probably not.

Line on Fire
Happymon Jacob
The India–Pakistan border in Jammu & Kashmir has
witnessed repeated ceasefire violations (CFVs) over
the past decade. As relations between India and
Pakistan have deteriorated, CFVs have increased
exponentially. It is imperative to gain a deeper understanding of these violations owing to their potential to not only cause a crisis but also escalate an
ongoing one. Line on Fire, part of the Oxford International Relations in South Asia series, postulates
that the incorrect diagnosis of the reasons behind
CFVs has led to wrong policies being adopted by
both India and Pakistan to deal with the recurrent violations. Using fresh empirical data and first-hand accounts, the volume attempts to understand the
reason why CFVs continue to take place between India and Pakistan despite
consistent efforts to reduce the tension between the two nations. In doing so,
it recontextualizes and enriches the prevailing arguments in contemporary literature on escalating dynamics and unenduring ceasefire agreements between the two South Asian nuclear rivals.

The Pianist of Yarmouk
Aeham Ahmad
-One morning on the outskirts of Damascus, two
starving friends are walking through their desolate
city and come across a familiar street that has
been turned to rubble, concrete bridges towering
above them like tombs and houses turned inside
out. Aeham turns to the only comfort he has left
and pushes his piano into the street to play a song
of hope to his fellow Syrians. It is a song that will
reach far beyond the streets of his home and carry
consequences he could never have dreamed of.
This tender and poetic account of Aeham's experiences, from losing his city, friends and family to leaving his country and
finding safety, will move readers with its raw and candid emotion. This is a
gripping portrait of a man's search for solace and of a country that has been
fiercely torn apart.

May 1-15, 2019

Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Be cautious handling tools, machinery, or
dangerous objects. You're in the mood to
party. You may need to make a choice.
You need time to put your house in order
and sort out what you are going to do
about your personal direction. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday.

Make changes in your domestic scene. You
can make new friends and get involved in new
hobbies successfully. Make sure that you have
all the pertinent information before any
reprisals or making any moves. Accommodate
others but not before you do your own thing.
Do the proper safety checks before you go out.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

You will have the getup and go to con tribute
a great deal to groups of interest. You can
meet new friends who will let you know just
how valuable you are. Don't forget that your
budget is limited right now. It won't take
much to upset your lover. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Be considerate and avoid being overly
opinionated, or arguments will ensue. Try
not to be too harsh with loved ones; there
will always be two sides to an Issue. Some
of that extra energy you have stored up
might just be put to good use. You can
pick up some overtime this week. Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Travel and communications will not run as
smoothly as you had hoped. Try not to be
too harsh with loved ones; there will always
be two sides to an Issue. Your ability to see
other people's points of view will allow you
to come to reasonable agreements. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday.

Be sure to question any detail that you feel
could leave you in a precarious position at a
later date. Catch up on your reading and correspondence. Do not let lovers cost you
money or take advantage of you. You may
want to make drastic changes concerning
your personal partner. Your lucky day this
week will be Monday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You might find added popularity with those
around you this week. Refrain from arguing
with your mate. You might find it difficult to
control your emotions. Deal with the needs
of children. Your lucky day this week will be
Monday.

You can make major decisions regarding your
professional direction. Don't believe everything
you hear. It might be best to spend time fixing
up your premises and making changes that will
be appreciated. You may have some difficulties
with someone you live with. Your lucky day this
week will be Sunday.

Take a second look; difficulties with appliances, water, or electricity in your home may
be evident. Plan to visit friends or relatives.
Don't blow situations out of proportion or you
could find that others will misinterpret what
really happened. Love can be heightened if
you sit down and discuss your future plans.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Don't let other people meddle in your private
affairs. Listen to the complaints of others. You
don't want to give anyone fuel for the fire. Develop some of your good ideas. Your lucky day
this week will be Friday.

Call someone you haven't seen in a long time.
You may find yourself in the midst of a pretty
good deal. You can make personal changes
that will enhance your reputation and give you
greater self confidence. You can make new
friends who could turn into intimate connections
if you join clubs or take creative courses.Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

You can make money if you work on personal
investments. Your dramatic nature may be too
much to handle. Travel opportunities look positive, but be cautious while driving. Don't take
your frustrations out on loved ones. Your lucky
day this week will be Saturday.
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