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Succour

IMF: The last resort
After lengthy and fractious discussions spread
over several months, Pakistan and the IMF have
finally agreed on a bailout package. Under the
IMF programme, Pakistan would receive $6 billion worth of funds over a period of three years.
Besides the IMF assistance, Islamabad will also
receive $2-3bn from the World Bank, the ADB
and other international financial institutions.
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US threats to Iran
The United States (US) has imposed the
“toughest ever” sanctions on Iran and deployed
an aircraft carrier and bombers to protect its interests in the Middle East on the pretext of intelligence that suggests an imminent Iranian
threat to its interests in the region. It is feared
the recent American assertion that Iran poses
an immediate threat to its interests can push the
two countries closer to the brink of war.
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Economics

By IMF, for IMF
Shahid Hussain

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and Pakistan have reached an
agreement on a $6b bailout package. Under the programme, Pakistan
will implement an ambitious structural reform agenda over a period of
39 months with upfront policy actions worth over Rs600b. Economists
fear the programme may not be able to achieve its objective of economic stabilisation amid slowing growth.
Under the programme, Pakistan will have to adjust its expenditure
according to its capacity, stop the continuous bleeding of public sector
enterprises, reduce subsidies to the rich and generate more taxes. In
a statement, the IMF said, “the forthcoming budget for FY2019-20 is a
first critical step in the authorities’ fiscal strategy that will aim for a primary deficit of 0.6pc of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) supported by
tax policy revenue mobilisation measures to eliminate exemptions, curtail special treatments and improve tax administration. It means the
government will have to generate additional revenues worth about
Rs600b (1.3pc of GDP) to bring down the primary deficit from 1.9pc to
0.6pc of GDP. The government has agreed to increase energy prices,
generate more taxes, introduce a market-determined exchange rate,
allow complete operational independence to the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) and focus on inflation instead of growth. The provinces will have
to create more cash surpluses to support the federal government’s fiscal stability.
Pakistan will have to generate additional revenues of about Rs600b,
raise about Rs100b from higher-end power consumers, privatise at
least two power LNG plants worth over Rs280b and stop haemorrhaging of other public sector entities in the first year beginning on July 1.
The three big agenda items would provide about a Rs1 trillion fiscal adjustment during the first year, including a one-time recovery of about
Rs280b from the sale of two LNG plants in Punjab. The government
plans to recover Rs98b at a rate of under Re1 per unit from consumers
using more than 300 units a month. However, additional subsidy of
Rs52b would be earmarked in the budget to protect low-end consumers
using less than 300 units a month, raising the total power sector subsidy to Rs216b. The government also plans to bring down circular debt
to zero by Dec 31, 2020. The IMF programme would also help revive
flow of $2-3b per annum from the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, improve Pakistan’s debt situation and send a positive signal
to world markets.
However, the opposition claims the government has mortgaged Pakistan to the IMF by signing the deal. Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said past governments in Pakistan
had negotiated with the IMF for bailout packages, but it was the first
time the IMF talked to itself. Eminent economist Dr Kaiser Bengali endorses his view. “The IMF programme is a joke because it is the product
of the IMF talking to the IMF with the government as a spectator. Why
didn’t Finance Adviser Hafeez Sheikh and his colleagues take any of
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the steps in their previous stints in power? At the end of the day, I believe the team is here for one task only: to privatise the state owned
companies,” he told a news channel.
Experts fear that the three-year structural adjustment programme
will further add to rising inflation and utility tariffs. “The basic focus of
the programme is stabilisation now and growth later. But history tells
us that at the end of these programmes, Pakistan’s average growth rate
remained the lowest in South Asia since 1988,” Shahid Hasan Siddiqui,
a Karachi-based economist, told a Turkish news agency. “This is because of the artificial stabilisations that eventually disturbed the growth
rate,” Siddiqui said. He said another key condition of the latest IMF programme was to reduce the budget deficit by meeting tax collection targets, which seemed to be difficult to achieve for various political
reasons. To bridge the gap, he observed, the cash-strapped government would go for indirect taxes and raising utility tariffs, which would
directly impact the general public. Farrukh Saleem, an Islamabadbased economist, shared a similar view. “This package is yet to be approved. It will only be approved if Pakistan meets some key IMF
conditions, mainly related to cooperation with the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) and the forthcoming budget,” he said.
Analysts view the rising imports as a major threat to the country’s
$300 billion economy. Pakistan’s annual imports currently total around
$60 billion compared to a mere $24 billion worth of exports. Grappling
with a colossal $18 billion current account deficit, Islamabad’s current
external debt stands at nearly $100 billion — the bulk of it borrowed
from the World Bank, IMF, Asian Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank, the US, China, France and other countries. Recently, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates also announced bailout packages
of $6 billion each for Pakistan.
Most economists view the IMF package as a temporary relief to Pakistan’s economy. However, it will give the country some time to fill the
balance-of-payments gap and pave the way for more loans from other
institutions. Under the agreement, the government will no longer control
the value of the dollar against the rupee. Instead, it will be dealt with
by the open market. The government will start withdrawing exemptions
on various taxes amounting to around Rs350 billion in the 2019-20
budget. The rupee devaluation will increase the country’s exports and
reduce the rising imports, but a hike in power and gas tariffs would increase the cost of production and ultimately neutralise the devaluation
benefit. The currency devaluation will also increase the cost of raw materials which Pakistan imports for its export output.
Experts say the IMF package may be good for Pakistan’s economy,
but it will be harsh on its people. A hike in gas and power tariff and the
rupee devaluation will further increase prices of essentials, which have
already gone through the roof in the nine months of the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government.
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Succour

IMF: The last resort
Nasim Ahmed

After lengthy and fractious discussions spread over several months, Pakistan and the IMF have finally agreed on a bailout package. Under the IMF
programme, Pakistan would receive $6 billion worth of funds over a period
of three years. Besides the IMF assistance, Islamabad will also receive
$2-3bn from the World Bank, the ADB and other international financial institutions.
Explaining the IMF accord, Dr. Hafeez Sheikh, PM’s adviser on finance,
said that the bailout package was necessary because the country’s foreign
loans had exceeded $90 billion, and exports registered a negative growth
over the past five years. According to him, “the trade deficit reached $20
billion and our foreign exchange reserves dipped by 50 per cent in the past
two years. So, we have a $12 billion gap in our annual payments and we
don’t have the capacity to pay them without the help of the IMF”.
The agreement incorporates an ambitious structural reform agenda
which is designed to supplement economic policies to rekindle growth and
improve living standards. As conceived by its authors, the package aims
to support the Pakistan authorities’ macroeconomic and structural reform
agenda during the next three years. This includes improving public finances and reducing public debt through tax policy and administrative reforms to strengthen revenue mobilisation and ensure a more equal and
transparent distribution of the tax burden. At the same time, a comprehensive plan for cost-recovery in the energy sector and state-owned enterprises will help eliminate or reduce the quasi-fiscal deficit that drains scarce
government resources.
These efforts will create fiscal space for a substantial increase in social
spending to strengthen social protection as well as help in infrastructure
and human capital development. The modernization of the public finance
management framework will increase transparency and spending efficiency. Provinces are also on board and will contribute to the efforts by
better aligning their fiscal objectives with those of the federal government.
The reform agenda will kick off with the forthcoming budget which
would lay out a new fiscal strategy. The budget will aim for a primary deficit
of 0.6 per cent of the GDP, supported by tax policy and revenue mobilisation measures to eliminate exemptions, curtail special treatments and improve tax administration. It will be accompanied by containing spending
growth aimed at preserving essential development spending and improving targeted subsidies, with the goal of protecting the most vulnerable segments of society.
Another major target of the IMF programme is to reduce inflation and
safeguard financial stability. A market-determined exchange rate will help
the functioning of the financial sector and contribute to a better resource
allocation in the economy. To this end, measures will be adopted to
strengthen the State Bank of Pakistan’s operational independence.
A comprehensive structural reform agenda will focus on priority areas,
such as improving the management of public enterprises, strengthening
institutions and governance, continuing anti-money laundering and combating the financing of terrorism. The IMF programme also aims at creating
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a more favorable business environment, and facilitating trade. To improve
fiscal management, the federal authorities will engage provincial governments on exploring options to rebalance current arrangements in the context of the forthcoming National Financial Commission.
An IMF bailout package is never an easy pill to swallow. It exacts its
costs in terms of higher taxes, lower subsidies and increased rates of utilities. Asked to share the conditions that Pakistan has agreed to as part of
the agreement, Dr. Hafeez Sheikh said there were many things desired by
the Fund that the government already saw as being in the country's interest; they include aligning expenditure with resources, improve the functioning of loss-making state-owned enterprises, curtail the subsidies
available to the wealthy classes and tax the rich segments.
He, however, admitted that in order to enforce financial discipline and
resolve fiscal challenges, the programme would entail raising prices in
some areas in order to recover the costs. But he qualified his statement
by adding that the government wiould try not to put too much burden on
the common man. For example, if power tariff is increased under the IMF
programme, it will not affect consumers utilising less than 300 units, who
form the bulk of electricity consumers. For the purpose, the government
will allocate an additional Rs50 billion for an electricity subsidy in the upcoming budget. Under the programme, the government is also allocating
an additional Rs80 billion for social safety programmes, like Ehsaas and
the Benazir Income Support Programme, in order to minimise the burden
on the common man.
To a question Dr. Hafeez Sheikh was reluctant to say whether it would
be Pakistan’s last IMF programme. He said it would depend on how successfully “we as a country implement this programme and approach it as
a reform or structural change programme instead of a mere revenue-earning programme." But, being at the helm of affairs, Hafeez Sheikh cannot
absolve himself of the responsibility for whatever results, positive or negative, the IMF programme produces.
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Ecocide

UN report on biodiversity:
an eye opener
Nasim Ahmed

A new UN report on biodiversity makes startling reading. It paints a grim
picture of growing degradation of nature and warns about the sustainability
of human life on earth if the trend continues. According to the report, up to
a million of Earth´s estimated eight million species face extinction, many
of them within decades.
The chief of Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), Sir Robert Watson, says: “The health
of ecosystems on which we and all other species depend is deteriorating
more rapidly than ever. We are eroding the very foundations of our
economies, livelihoods, food security, health and quality of life worldwide.”
The IPBES Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services is the most comprehensive ever attempted. It is the first intergovernmental report of its kind and builds on the landmark Millennium Ecosystem Assessment of 2005, introducing innovative ways of evaluating
scientific evidences.
Compiled by 145 expert authors from 50 countries over the past three
years, with inputs from another 310 contributing authors, the report assesses changes over the past five decades, providing a comprehensive
picture of the relationship between economic development pathways and
their impacts on nature. It also offers a range of possible scenarios for the
coming decades. Based on the systematic review of about 15,000 scientific and government sources, the report also draws on indigenous and
local knowledge, particularly addressing issues relevant to indigenous peoples and local communities.
The report highlights the fact that biodiversity and nature’s contributions
to people are our common heritage and humanity’s most important lifesupporting “safety net”. But our safety net is stretched almost to a breaking
point. The diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems,
as well as many fundamental contributions we derive from nature, are declining fast, although we still have the means to ensure a sustainable future
for people and the planet.
Among the many findings of the report, all but seven percent of major
marine fish stocks are in decline or exploited to the limit of sustainability.
At the same time, humanity dumps up to 400 million tonnes of heavy metals, toxic sludge and other waste into oceans and rivers each year.
Nature is declining globally at rates unprecedented in human history –
and the rate of species extinctions is accelerating, with grave impacts on
people around the world. Since 1990, Earth has lost 2.9 million hectares - an area more than eight times the size of Germany or Vietnam -- of
forests that play a critical role in absorbing record-level CO2 emissions.
An important part of the report focuses on the destructive food systems
currently prevalent around the world and the need to feed the people in a
sustainable manner. To this end, the report recommends local food production, less demand for meat, fewer chemical inputs, use of renewable
power, sustainable limits for fisheries, and a sharp decline in tropical deforestation.
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The way humanity produces, distributes and consumes food -- accounting for a third of land, 75 percent of fresh water use and a quarter of greenhouse gas emissions -- is especially destructive. Fertiliser use, which
degrades the soil´s ability to grow plants and absorb CO2, has risen fourfold in just 13 years in Asia, and doubled worldwide since 1990.
The UN report also spotlights "harmful subsidies" that encourage environmentally damaging fishing, agriculture, livestock raising, forestry and
mining. It details how humans are undermining Earth´s capacity to produce
fresh water, clean air and productive soil.
There are many factors - both direct and indirect - driving Nature’s
degradation. The direct causes include shrinking habitat and land-use
change, hunting for food or illicit trade in body parts, climate change, pollution, and predatory or disease-carrying alien species such as rats, mosquitoes and snakes. There are also two indirect drivers of biodiversity loss:
the number of people in the world and their growing ability to consume indiscriminately and damage the ecosystem.
The report also points out that it is not too late to make a difference,
but only if we start now at every level from local to global. Through “transformative change”, nature can still be conserved, restored and used sustainably – this is also key to meeting most other global goals.
Transformative change means a fundamental, system-wide reorganization
across technological, economic and social factors, including paradigms,
goals and values.
The authors of the report write: “The member states of IPBES Plenary
have now acknowledged that, by its very nature, transformative change
can expect opposition from those with interests vested in the status quo,
but also that such opposition can be overcome for the broader public
good.”
To ensure global sustainable development, the report recommends that
governments around the world prioritise environmental issues and frame
policies to promote low population growth, sustainable production and a
concept of progress, based on well-being, not just the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). People should eat less meat, and energy consumption
should decline over time.
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Transition

New hopes after the 26th
Constitution Amendment
Muhammad Hassan

In a rare show of unity, treasury and opposition members in the National
Assembly approved the 26th Constitution Amendment Bill to increase in
the number of seats for the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) in the National Assembly and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly.
With the passage of the bill, people of the tribal areas will be represented in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly for the first time since their
merger with the province through the 25th Constitutional Amendment Bill
passed on May 31, 2018, which was the last day of the PML-N government. The bill increases the number of National Assembly seats for tribal
areas’ representatives from six to 12, and the KP assembly seats from 16
to 24.
It is the first Constitutional amendment approved by the present assembly that came into existence in August after general elections in July
last year. Not a single vote was cast against the bill, while all the 282 members present in the house of 342 voted in favour of it. Through an amendment, the time set for the elections was extended from one year to
one-and-a-half years, because the increasing number of seats would require delimitation of constituencies. The House also requested the
provinces not to oppose slashing down of their 3pc share in the National
Finance Commission (NFC) Award, so that the money could be spent for
the provision of health, education, services and infrastructure in the wartorn tribal areas. The government has decided to provide Rs100 billion to
the people of the tribal areas for 10 years to stimulate development. Of
Rs100 billion, a sum of Rs30 billion will be given to the elected representatives under the local government system so that they could spend funds
at village level.
It was also a rare occasion because Prime Minister Imran Khan also
attended the session. He expressed his appreciation over the consensus
among all parties on recommendations for the bill. Acknowledging the
provinces' fears about the proposed distribution of 3pc of the National Finance Commission Award for provinces to the erstwhile FATA, the prime
minister said: "The economic situation is bad and their provinces’ funds
are not at the level that they should be, but I think sharing funds with exFATA is necessary because the kind of destruction caused in the region
due to the war against terrorism, the damage done there KP could never
cover that damage from its own development fund.”
Recalling the separation of East Pakistan, he said a sense of deprivation among the people led to the tragedy. “All of Pakistan should learn a
lesson from it. No one should feel that Pakistan does not own them, that
they do not have a stake in Pakistan," he asserted. "This sense of deprivation is dangerous as it can be exploited by Pakistan's enemies and it is
being exploited," he cautioned. "Development should always be inclusive.
Areas that are left behind should also be brought up," he stated.
In the same session, a Constitution Amendment Bill seeking the creation of a South Punjab province was also presented, but it met a different
fate. The bill, presented by a treasury member, was supported by the Pak-
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istan Peoples Party (PPP) while the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) members stood on their seats to register their opposition to the
bill.
The passage of the 26th Constitution Amendment Bill is the first time
the government and the opposition did not play politics on a national issue.
It is a fact that people of the tribal areas have suffered the most in the
country. Even after Independence, they were governed through the draconian Frontier Crime Regulation (FCR), enacted in 1901 to protect the
interests of the British Empire. It also speaks about the apathy of the successive governments towards their own people. Bearing the brunt of war
over the last four decades, first in the shape of Afghan Jihad and then the
war on terror, the people of the areas remained mired in backwardness
and were left to struggle for their basic rights as well as identity as equal
citizens of the country.
The development is a step in the right direction, and a continuation of
the move towards a unified system of governance and justice as well as
the allocation of equitable resources to a part of the country which has
been neglected and treated unfairly for decades. Experts say the merger
of the two administrative units and the mainstreaming of the tribal regions
would remain only a superficial notion until more structural changes are
brought to the government system. The amendment gives the tribal areas
the representation they deserved, on the basis of their size and importance, lending much-needed strength to their voice in the halls of power.
The government has acknowledged that more funds are needed to rebuild
and fully integrate the region while the National Assembly unanimously resolved a greater chunk of the development budget for the areas. It indicates that the process of mainstreaming can truly begin.
By passing the landmark amendment, the legislators across the divide
have rekindled hope among the people of Pakistan to resolve their issues.
In the same spirit, they should also join hands to resolve all national issues.
The government should also put all economic and social issues before the
parliament and seek the opinion of legislators of all parties. It will pave the
way for a solution to public issues instead of empty rhetoric in the parliament and outside.
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Politics

The opposition
smells blood
Muhammad Ali

The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) have announced
launching a joint movement against the government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan after Eid. Their stated aim is to save the system and economy from “wrong policies” of the government, but their prime object is
to rescue their top leaders from corruption cases.
The opposition believes it is the time to launch a full-fledged campaign against the government over its “wrong policies.” The time could
not be more appropriate for the opposition because the economy is in
disarray, the rupee has shed its value by one-third in nine months and
prices of essentials have skyrocketed. There is a general impression
in the country that the government has no control over the economy
and the situation will worsen in coming weeks.
The opposition wants to exploit the situation but their leaders are
not in a position to launch a long movement against the government.
The PML-N faces implosion because its leader and former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is in jail and the party’s president, Shahbaz Sharif,
is in London and he will think many times before coming to Pakistan
because of a number of corruption cases against him and fresh evidence found by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB).
In a recent informal interview to columnist Javed Chaudhry, National Accountability Bureau Chairman Justice (Retd) Javed Iqbal
claimed that Shahbaz Sharif had offered him a deal through an unnamed intermediary. The Sharifs were willing to chip in a substantial
amount of cash to be deposited by a “foreign country” in return for a
pardon. However, the deal fell through, as some of the conditions were
not acceptable to the brothers or the NAB chairman. Even if Shahbaz
Sharif returns, the party may not be able to put up a decent show, as
proved in many past events. Another problem for the party is that it
has no supporters except in the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
They, too, do not take to the streets, when the party needs them. The
same is case with the PPP. It is limited to rural Sindh only. Its leadership is also facing corruption cases, which are in the final stages. In
the absence of its leadership, it will be difficult for the party to launch
a movement.
Faced with corruption cases, the PPP leadership has hinted at
launching a movement against the PTI government many times. Few
months ago, PPP leader Asif Zardari had said he would put Islamabad
under siege and throw Prime Minister Imran Khan and his team out of
the parliament. Meanwhile, on the directions of party leader Nawaz
Sharif, the PML-N is devising a mechanism of launching an anti-government movement after Eid. The PML-N is likely to launch the movement after the announcement of the budget. The party leadership
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believes the PTI government will present a tough budget and impose
more taxes, as per the International Monetary Fund (IMF) conditions,
which would make it easier for it to bring people to the streets. The
party has planned its movement in phases, starting from public meetings at division level, then rallies and finally sit-ins.
The opposition parties put up a grand show at an Iftar dinner hosted
by PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in Islamabad. It was the first
occasion when Bilawal and Maryam Nawaz met face to face as key
leaders of their respective parties. The daughter of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif led a delegation of her party. The PML-N delegation
was personally received by the PPP chairman upon its arrival at Bilawal House. He greeted Maryam and embraced Hamza Shahbaz.
Analysts say Maryam Nawaz will have to play an active role to save
her party in the absence of her father and uncle. The opposition, with
its back to the wall, has no option but to launch a movement against
the government. However, the ruling party appears to be unfazed by
the threats. There is a feeling in the PTI that any protest movement
jointly or separately launched by any opposition party will not be impressive because their leaders are facing corruption cases and they
only want to save their skin by threatening the government.
Despite high inflation and a deteriorating economy, a majority of
Pakistanis have a favourable opinion of Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
individual performance after his first nine months in power, according
to a recent poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan. The survey shows that
58pc people are satisfied with the individual performance of Imran
Khan as prime minister. However, the survey showed that the performance of the PTI government in the economy was weaker than the PMLN government. Some 51pc people thought the PML-N government’s
performance in the economy was better than the current government.
According to the survey, Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar is performing better than the chief ministers of other provinces. In the survey,
37pc respondents believe that the performance of Usman Buzdar is
positive.
The PTI believes the PPP and PML-N are reacting after their failure
to get a National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO)-like deal or concession from the government. Most analysts do not see any immediate
threat to the government, because they think the establishment is
firmly behind it and the opposition parties are still divided on many issues and they are not in a position to create problems for the government. They say most people still believe the country is facing the
fallout of wrong policies and corruption of the past governments and
the opposition will not be able to continue its protest for long, even if
it succeeded to launch it.
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Crisis

Rupee’s
unprecedented slide
Muhammad Zain

The Pakistani rupee fell to record lows in recent weeks after the government agreed to a $6 billion loan from the International Monetary Fund. At
a point, the rupee was sold at 149.50 to a US dollar in the interbank market
and 150 in the open market and experts fear the rupee’s slide will continue
after the government has accepted an IMF condition for a market-based
exchange rate mechanism, which would limit intervention by the central
bank.
The steep drop has triggered panic in the public and another wave of
massive inflation is feared in the country. It also poses a significant political
challenge to the government, which has only overburdened the people
with price hikes since it came to power last year while its election manifesto
was to build a new social welfare system and not to seek loans. Experts
say the government will have to raise taxes or impose heavy spending
cuts to reduce its ballooning budget deficit at a time when household budgets are increasingly squeezed. Many analysts say the rupee was overvalued and the State Bank of Pakistan has wasted billions of dollars every
year defending it in the past, but a weaker currency is likely to fuel inflation,
which is already over 8pc, with power and fuel prices hitting especially
hard.
Reacting to the rupee’s rapid devaluation, the SBP said, “It reflects demand and supply conditions in the foreign exchange market and would
help in correcting market imbalances.” However, SBP’s foreign exchange
reserves fell $138 million in the week ending May 10 to $8.846 billion, less
than needed to cover three months of imports.
According to noted economist Dr Kaiser Bengali, the government has
“very little say” in shaping of the economy and that the rupee could touch
250/dollar within a year. Speaking at a function in Karachi recently, he said,
“We currently have a finance minister and governor of State Bank who
have come from abroad. Since 1993, we have had these ‘fly-in, fly-out’
consultants." He accused the government of having minimal say in shaping Pakistan’s economy on the lines of the country's foreign policy and described the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as a product of the
new "East India Company". "Our political governments don’t have a say
in foreign policy, and now they have very little say in the economy. The
economy has been taken over by the IMF and the World Bank," he alleged.
According to the Bloomberg, Pakistan is expected to adopt tough
measures as part of its deal with the IMF, which investors speculate may
include further currency devaluation. “The IMF program was supposed to
bring certainty. Unfortunately until now there is confusion,” Arif Habib, Chief
Executive Officer at Arif Habib Corporation, said in a televised program
after meeting Finance Adviser Abdul Hafeez Sheikh as part of a business
community delegation in Karachi. “We have asked the finance adviser to
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tell us what is going to happen. People have not been able to anticipate
where the rupee and interest rates will stand.”
Pakistan’s benchmark stock index has erased half its market value over
the past two years as the deterioration in the economy prompted rating
agencies to downgrade the nation. The currency has plunged more than
20pc in the past year, the worst performer in a basket of 13 currencies in
Asia. The rupee depreciated by 29pc in May alone. The currencies of
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Nepal are stable in comparison with Pakistan’s. One dollar exchange rate with some Asian countries is:
Afghanistan’s Afghanis 79, Indian Rupee 70, Bangladeshi Takka 84,
Nepalese Rupee 112, Bhutanese Ngultrum 69, Thai Baht 32. Beyond the
region, a US dollar exchanges with South Africa's Rand 14.45.
The only good news on the economic front is that Pakistan’s trade
deficit has shrunk by 13.1pc to nearly $26.17b in the first 10 months of the
fiscal year, from $30.114b in corresponding period last year, indicating that
government’s corrective measures against trade deficit are bearing fruits.
The decline in deficit — decreasing by $3.944b during July-April — is estimated to be around $5-6b by the end of FY19. The contraction is mainly
attributable to a steep fall in the overall import bill even though export proceeds posted a mixed trend during the period.
Experts say the State Bank of Pakistan has withdrawn its silent support
to the exchange rate and let the rupee find its own value. The steep drop
of 3.6pc in the rupee value in a single day came a day after Prime Minister
Imran Khan had held a meeting in Islamabad with a delegation of the Exchange Companies Association of Pakistan, asking them for ways to build
foreign exchange supplies in the country to help reign in volatility.
Analysts say the situation in Pakistan is being exploited by hoarders
and profiteers to make quick bucks overnight. Money laundering is also
being considered a big reason behind the steep rise in the dollar value.
The government has set up a committee to control the devaluation of the
local currency and the flight of capital from the country. A crackdown on
hoarders and money launderers is necessary to stabilize the value of the
rupee. The government should also ban the import of items which are produced in the country. It is estimated to reduce the country’s import bill by
$5 billion a year. In yet another measure that can translate into a saving
of valuable foreign exchange, the maximum $10,000 limit for Pakistanis
travelling abroad can be brought down. A cut to $3,000, for instance, would
help the government save $2 billion a year.
According to a US State Department report, over $10b is smuggled out
of Pakistan every year. Pakistan will have to take effective measures to
check the flight of capital from the country. The government will have to
act fast, to save the country, people and itself from serious fallouts of the
steep decline of the rupee.
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Rhetoric

US threats to Iran
Shahid Hussain

The United States (US) has imposed the “toughest ever” sanctions on Iran
and deployed an aircraft carrier and bombers to protect its interests in the
Middle East on the pretext of intelligence that suggests an imminent Iranian
threat to its interests in the region. It is feared the recent American assertion that Iran poses an immediate threat to its interests can push the two
countries closer to the brink of war.
However, many analysts agree that the United States is not seeking
war with the Islamic Republic of Iran, though its posture is extremely hostile. In a recent statement, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
said, “There won't be any war. The Iranian nation has chosen the path of
resistance. We don't seek a war, and they don't either. They know it is not
in their interests.” He also reiterated his country’s stance that Tehran does
not seek war with the United States despite mounting tensions between
the two arch-enemies over Iranian nuclear capabilities and its missile programme. In comments to senior officials carried by state television,
Khamenei also affirmed that the Islamic Republic would not negotiate with
the United States on another nuclear deal.
US President Donald Trump has also said he does not want a war with
Iran despite rising tensions between the two countries after the US deployed warships and planes to the Gulf and withdrew diplomatic staff from
Iraq in recent days. Officials cited threats from Iran for the moves. According to the BBC, Tehran has placed missiles on boats in the Persian Gulf,
and US investigators believe the country damaged four tankers off the
coast of the United Arab Emirates while Iran has denied the claim.
President Donald Trump withdrew the United States a year ago from a
2015 nuclear deal between Iran and global powers under which Tehran
curbed its uranium enrichment capacity, a potential pathway to a nuclear
bomb, and won sanctions relief in return. Since then, Trump has ratcheted
up sanctions on Iran, seeking to reduce its lifeblood oil exports to zero, to
push Tehran into fresh negotiations on a broader arms control deal, targeting in part the Iranian ballistic missile programme. The United Arab Emirates reported that four commercial vessels including two Saudi oil tankers
had been sabotaged offshore from the UAE emirate of Fujairah just outside
the Strait of Hormuz. US national security agencies believe proxies sympathetic to or working for Iran may have been behind the attacks.
With National Security Adviser John Bolton whispering in Trump’s ear,
war with Iran is no longer unthinkable, observed the Guardian. It was a
deception that would lead to hundreds of thousands of civilian deaths, and
to the deaths of nearly 60,000 US soldiers. In August 1964 President Lyndon B Johnson solemnly declared that, after two apparent North Vietnamese attacks on US navy destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin, air action
would take place. It emerged that the US government is sending up to
120,000 troops to the Middle East for possible military action against Iran.
The principal driving force behind action is Trump’s national security adviser, John Bolton, a man who thinks there is no problem to which the answer isn’t war: in the Bush era, his militarism was too much for the
commander-in-chief who laid waste to Iraq. You can see them scrabbling
for excuses already: the Trump administration has said that Iran-backed
proxy groups are preparing attacks on US forces in Iraq and Syria, a claim
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forcefully denied by British major-general Christopher Ghika, the deputy
commander of counter-terror operations in both countries. The US has
blamed Iran, without evidence, for damage to Saudi oil tankers in the Gulf
of Oman, the British newspaper noted.
Either the Trump administration is trying to goad Iran into war or a war
could come by accident because of the administration’s reckless policies,
but the prospect of the current tensions in the Middle East escalating into
a serious conflict are now dangerously high, observed Wendy R. Sherman,
former Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs. “The best way to avoid
war is to talk with Iran, which President Trump has said he wants to do.
Prisoner-swap negotiations, to bring home Americans imprisoned or missing in Iran, could create an important channel of communication, and the
leadership in Tehran is open to this. But a leader-to-leader meeting can
happen only if the United States rejoins the nuclear deal — and at this
point that unfortunately seems unlikely,” she wrote in the New York Times.
According to the Tehran Times, the United States is perhaps not seeking war with the Islamic Republic of Iran with the level of bellicose bloodlust
exhibited by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and National Security Adviser John Bolton, but rest assured regime change is and has been the
Washington regime’s objective since the victory of the Islamic Revolution
in 1979. By announcing that Iran will begin keeping its excess uranium
and heavy water, the Islamic Republic now sends a firm and clear message to the west, exactly one year after US President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew from its nuclear deal with Iran, the newspaper reported
in another report.
Experts say the new military deployment is part of the US "maximum
pressure" policy on Iran. The Trump administration may not want to engage in a direct armed confrontation with Iran because such a fight could
turn into a region-wide war and potentially lead to unpredictable outcomes
for both sides because of Iran's proxies in the region. Trump instead wants
a "better deal" with Tehran to replace the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), or the Iran nuclear deal, which was signed between the five
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council and Germany and Iran
in 2015. The US will not abandon its policy of maximum pressure on Iran
without gaining some significant concessions from the Iranian side.
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Window-dressing

Amnesty scheme or
incentives for tax evaders?
Husnain Shahid

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan has announced a tax amnesty scheme after opposing the idea in the
past when it was in the opposition. Experts say the government can generate few billion rupees through the scheme, but it needs more measures
to put the economy on the path to recovery.
According to the opposition, the PTI government was copying its policies, but after wasting time. Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) accused Prime Minister Imran Khan of double standard over the tax amnesty
scheme. “When we introduced the scheme in April last year, it was labelled
as a criminal rehabilitation scheme. But now that Imran Khan has introduced it, it suddenly is acceptable,” former Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi told a press conference. Comparing the two schemes, he said the
PML-N’s amnesty scheme was a reform package, while the PTI’s plan was
to facilitate tax evaders and money launderers. The opposition believes
the prime minister had provided amnesty to PTI’s undeclared or illegal accounts and added that nobody would trust the scheme of a person who
frequently takes U-turns.
The new tax amnesty scheme allows whitening of undisclosed expenditures, sales and assets, including foreign assets, at nominal tax rates.
The scheme offers a period of 45 days to people for declaration of their
undeclared assets, expenditures, and sales along with payment of taxes
until June 30 this year. It has five main pillars — scope, default surcharge,
exclusions, tax rates and conditions. Unlike the past schemes, no revenue
realisation projection is made on the plea that it is meant for allowing the
grey economy’s inclusion into the tax net.
The scheme can be availed by all companies, associations of persons
and individuals only to whiten their assets, expenditures and sales not declared until June 30, 2018. There is no provision for whitening undeclared
incomes both domestic and foreign. For the first time, the government has
given another one-year time period to people for payment of taxes with additional different default surcharge rates on a quarterly basis until June 30,
2020. The facility will be available only to people who first declare their assets until June 30, 2019.
Under the scheme, assets within the country and abroad (except for
real estate) can be whitened at a rate of 4pc. The whitened cash assets
will have to be kept in Pakistani bank accounts. For people wanting to keep
their whitened money abroad, a rate of 6pc will be charged. For the declaration of real estate, its value will be considered 150pc of the FBR-assigned
value to bring it on a par with the market rate. Similarly, the value of real
estate will be considered 150pc of the DC value where the FBR value has
not been notified or less than the DC rate. Moreover, under the current
scheme, the persons are also allowed to enhance the declared value of
immovable property. The tax rate will be 1.5pc for whitening of domestic
immovable properties. In case of foreign assets, the fair market value will
be determined at the exchange rate prevalent on the date of declaration.
The tax rate on undisclosed sales or supplies is 2pc, which is also offered
for the first time for bringing undeclared sales into the tax net. It will cover
the sales or supplies chargeable to sales tax or federal excise duty, which
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has not been declared or has been under declared up to June 30, 2018.
The amount of tax will increase by a default surcharge of 10pc, 20pc,
30pc and 40pc for late payment of taxes. The tax rates will increase by
10pc if the tax is paid between June 30 and Sept 30, 2019. It will increase
by 20pc in case of payment between Sept 30 and Dec 31, 2019. The tax
rate will increase by 30pc in case of payment between Dec 31, 2019 and
March 31, 2020, and further by 40pc in case of payment from March 31,
2019 onward till June 30, 2020. The scheme cannot be availed by holders
of public offices including president, prime minister, chief ministers, governors, judges, their spouses and dependent children and any public-listed
or government-owned company. It will also not apply to gold and precious
stones, bearer prize bonds, bearer securities, shares, certificates, bonds
or any other bearer assets.
According to the government, the scheme aims to encourage businesspeople to participate in the legal economy. Unlike the past schemes, it
makes it mandatory for the people declaring assets to become tax filers.
The scheme does not aim to generate revenue but people will now be required to deposit all of their cash in hand into the bank and declare it along
with the deposit slip as proof.
Experts say the scheme will not lead to any meaningful change in terms
of taxpayers’ behaviour or the stated aim of increasing the size of Pakistan's documented economy. The government has not fully explained the
action it will take against people who refuse to declare their assets. It
claims to use “data” and “automation” to identify them but the claims were
also made in the past but proved to be empty rhetoric. Analysts say the
government has announced the scheme without research and its results
are already known to all.
Similar schemes have been used by governments in the past for increasing revenues and improving tax compliance. History proves that none
of the schemes succeeded. However, the stick of imprisonment and forfeiture — said to be missing previously — in case of failure to declare assets beyond June 30 is expected to work towards the success of the
scheme. One can pray the PTI government’s first amnesty scheme proves
to be the country’s last and is followed by the law taking its course.

11

Violence

Analysing recent
terrorist attacks
Raza Khan

After the successful military offensive some time back by the Pakistani security forces against terrorist outfits of all hues and the consequent stability
in the country, violence has made a strong comeback in the last couple of
months, which is indeed a very alarming development.
The most latest of the terrorist attacks was made at the strategic port
city of Gwadar in which at least seven persons were killed, including security forces personnel. The Gwadar terrorist attack on the five-star Pearl
Continental hotel was claimed by outlawed Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA). Terrorists from the BLA made their way into the hotel by killing a
guard and tried to take hostage guests staying there, including foreigners,
particularly Chinese. However, due to prompt action by Pakistan security
forces personnel, the BLA terrorists could not take anyone hostage. Surprisingly, the fight between the security forces and the terrorists continued
for 22 long hours, which due to the sensitive nature of the operation is understandable.
Another terrorist attack took place on May 8 in Pakistan’s cultural capital, which is also the capital of the largest province, the Punjab. The terrorist attack, claimed by Hizb-ul-Ahrar (HuA), a splinter outfit of the
proscribed umbrella terrorist group Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), was
targeted at the Elite Force of the Punjab Police deputed at the most-frequented Sufi shrine, Data Darbar. At least 12 persons, mostly police officials, were martyred. On April 18, 14 security forces personnel were
off-loaded from a passenger bus and ruthlessly killed by terrorists on the
Makran Coastal Highway, linking the port city of Karachi with another seaport, Gwadar. Importantly, Pakistan officially said that the terrorists, who
made the attack, came from Iran.
Just a couple of days before the coastal highway attack, on April 16 in
Peshawar, the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, police killed five
terrorists after a 17 hour-long operation in the Hayatabad locality where
the terrorists had rented a house and filled it up to the brim with explosives
and arms. The attackers belonged to the TTP. One policeman and a soldier
of the Pakistan Army also embraced martyrdom in the operation. Before
the terrorist attacks, on April 13, at least 20 persons, mostly belonging to
the minority Shiite community of Hazara, were killed in Quetta, the capital
of Balochistan province. The attack was claimed by both Lashkar-eJhangvi and the Islamic State regional chapter, Daesh-e-Khurassan.
The terrorist attacks reveal many important aspects, which are extremely important to throw light upon. The foremost aspect of the recent
terrorist attacks in the country is that they were carried out in the entire
Pakistan. It means that the terrorist organizations of different hues are still
quite strong and can challenge the country’s security apparatus. More significantly, the terrorists have been able to target three of the four provincial
capitals of Pakistan, which is quite alarming. It does not mean that there
have been loopholes in the security, as terrorists can strike even in the
tightest security cordons across the world.
The second most important aspect of the terrorist attacks in the country
is that the terrorist outfits have not been completely mopped up and they
have shown an ability to regroup and strike. This is typical of terrorist out-
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fits; however, the Pakistani intelligence agencies have to increase their efforts to counter the nefarious designs of the terrorists.
The third dimension of the terrorist strikes made recently across the
country has been that groups, like the TTP, Hizb-ul-Ahrar, Lashkar-eJhangvi, Daesh and BLA, have announced their comeback. Apparently,
there does not seem any alliance among the terrorist outfits, but it is obvious that some kind of coordination or at least delinked cooperation has
been there. In other words, all the terrorist outfits have been trying to strike
one after the other. This is to make the maximum impact of the terrorist attacks. Although, an apparent alliance may not be there, yet it is quite possible that in order to achieve their respective designs they may join hands.
At least some of these groups, particularly HuA, LeJ and IS, are quite likely
to join hands. It is important to note that these groups have a common target that is Shiites and Barelvis, the believers in Sufi Islam.
The fourth noteworthy aspect of the recent terrorist attacks in the country is that most of them were made in Balochistan, particularly Gwadar and
the surrounding region. This has raised many eyebrows, particularly when
one looks at the terrorist attacks in the context of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The more than 2000 kilometres long CPEC, which
would link the landlocked western regions of China with the seacoast of
Pakistan, originates in Gwadar. The seaport of Gwadar is already being
developed by China. The CPEC and the development of Gwadar, as a
strategic seaport of Pakistan have many enemies. The US has not been
looking at the CPEC and the handing over of the Gwadar seaport operational control to China by Pakistan with favour. The US considers the
CPEC as an important part of China’s Belt & Road Initiative (BRI), which
aims at economically integrating Eurasia and making China the centre
stage of the cross-continental economic consolidation. Washington thinks
that the BRI is an imitative by China to challenge its global economic dominance. India’s opposition to the CPEC and China’s control of Gwadar seaport is well-known as it thinks it would give Pakistan the much-needed
economic space and China strategic advantage in the Arabian Sea and
the Indian Ocean vis-a-vis Delhi.
Baloch separatist outfits, like the BLA, have also been quite against
the CPEC and Chinese presence in Gwadar and Balochistan. Therefore,
the separatist groups, with the support of states, which are against the
CPEC and Gwadar, are trying to stop them becoming a hub of regional
economic activity. Consequently, the Baloch separatist organizations have
been targeting Chinese engineers and technicians, who have been working on Gwadar and other important infrastructure development projects.
Keeping in view the importance of Gwadar and the CPEC for Pakistan development, the country’s security forces came up with extensive plans to
provide security to Chinese and Pakistani engineers and workers. Now
the separatist groups seem to have changed their strategy and started targeting security forces personnel in Gwadar and elsewhere in Balochistan.
The recent terrorist attacks are not the last and their perpetrators would
continue to make such attacks. Now, the biggest question is how, we as a
country, would be able to fail their nefarious designs.

June 1-15, 2019

Liabilities

Debt: Chickens come
home to roost
Muhammad Jahangir

]After years of reckless borrowing, the time has come to repay them.
According to latest reports, the Finance Ministry estimates external
public debt repayments at a staggering $31 billion in the next seven
years.
The $31-billion public external debt repayments from July 2019 to
June 2026 have been worked out on the basis of $74 billion external
public debt calculated as of end-February 2019. However, the debt that
Pakistan will contract in the next eight years, including those from the
International Monetary Fund and other multilateral donors is not part
of the estimates made by the Finance Ministry. Interestingly, the IMF’s
previous loans are also not part of these repayments, which appear
on the balance sheet of the State Bank of Pakistan.
On the debt front, it is a continually deteriorating situation. The projection is that in the near future, the total public debt as percentage of
gross domestic product will increase further.
Available data shows that as of March 2019, Pakistan’s public debt
stood at Rs28.6 trillion, which was equal to 74.5% of the GDP. But the
government hopes that with gradual improvement in the macroeconomic situation, the ratio would decline to around 65% after five years.
It is relevant to note here that even the 65% debt-to-GDP ratio will
be higher than the statutory limit of 60% set by parliament in the Fiscal
Responsibility and Debt Limitation Act. The last two governments
brazenly breached the limit, while the incumbent PTI
government has also not been able to control the situation.
In a bid to rescue the economy, Imran Khan has changed his team.
In its recent meeting, the standing committee on finance, which monitors the working of the Finance Ministry, directed the government to
explain the reasons for appointing Dr Reza Baqir as the SBP governor
and Shabbar Zaidi as the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) chairman
in the next meeting. The committee members did not endorse the DG
Debt estimates of reduction in the debt burden in terms of the size of
the national economy. They also showed their frustration with the Finance Ministry’s decision not to share the projections of external debt
repayments over the next 10 years with the parliament.
Due to talks with the IMF, the external debt repayments for the next
10 years could not be finalised. As such, nothing is known about the
future debt trajectory of the country. Many parliamentarians express
doubts that the PML-N government had left behind Rs30 trillion in debt
as of end-June 2018. They also say that Prime Minister Imran Khan
quotes inaccurate figures about public debt in his speeches.
Political polemics apart, an internal assessment of the Finance Ministry showed that the government would repay $31.1 billion of external
public debt in the next seven years. This includes $25.6 billion in principal loan repayments and $5.5 billion in interest payment on previous
debt. The maximum amount of $10 billion or nearly one-third would be
returned to multilateral lenders, excluding the IMF. Out of this, the
World Bank-related obligations are $4.8 billion and the Asian Development Bank will be returned $4.5 billion.
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The government has adopted a multi-pronged debt repayment
strategy. Pakistan will repay $6.5 billion worth of loans contracted by
floating sovereign bonds over the next seven years, including $2 billion
in interest on these bonds. The bonds-related debt obligations are
equal to 21% of the total external public debt repayments. Official
sources say that Pakistan will soon launch a bond programme and its
future borrowings would largely comprise those bonds. The government’s aim is now to rely more on long-term debt instruments instead
of heavily borrowing from foreign commercial banks.
From 2019 to 2026, Pakistan will also repay $5.4 billion worth of
foreign commercial loans, largely taken from China. Out of the $5.4
billion, an amount of $4.5 billion will be returned to three Chinese commercial banks. Pakistan will return $5.9 billion to members of the Paris
Club in the next eight years. The maximum loan of $2.5 billion will be
repaid to Japan, followed by $1.2-billion repayment to France. The
country will also return nearly $3 billion to non-Paris Club members,
mainly China, in the next seven years. Owing to the low non-debt creating inflows, there is a strong likelihood that a majority of these loans
will be repaid by contracting new loans.
Due to its growing debt burden, Pakistan is now in the category of
debt-distress nations. Not a good sign. But it is projected that the pace
of accumulation of public debt will slow down under the IMF programme. At the same time, the high interest rate is likely to end soon
and there would be tight fiscal adjustments in coming years, which
would help contain the public debt.
An important condition of the IMF programme is a steep cut in expenditures, while taxes will also be raised substantially. Needless to
say, tough times are ahead. There are high refinancing risks attached
with the public debt which could lead to a financial crunch. Pakistan
will have to play its hands carefully to avoid a default, while steering
the economy to safe shores.
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Politics

Understanding the
JUI-F movement
Raza Khan

The most important Muslim clerical party of Pakistan, the Jamiat-eUlema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F), has launched an anti-government struggle,
aiming to step up efforts to dislodge the federal government of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). Importantly, main opposition parties, the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP), are banking upon the JUI-F to launch a successful anti-government struggle.
Muslim clerical parties have launched important movements in Pakistan against sitting governments in the past and have been quite successful in weakening the governments against whom they spearheaded
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movements. That is why the main opposition parties, the PML-N and
the PPP, have finally decided to pin hopes on the JUI-F to launch a successful movement to bring down the government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan. It is important to note that after initial vows by the PML-N
and the PPP to let the PTI government of PM Khan complete five years
in office, so that there was democratic continuity in the country, both
parties have unequivocally announced that the government of the PTI
has to be dislodged by any means. This is obviously due to the fact that
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has been investigating financial corruption cases against the top leadership of both PPP and PML-
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N and the parties now have only one option, to create political instability
in the country to evade conviction by the NAB and put an end to the
all-out support of the PTI government to the national anti-graft body.
While both PML-N and PPP are unable to launch large-scale antigovernment movement due to lack of street power, they are trying to
use the JUI-F’s conservative constituency to dislodge the PTI government. However, the JUI-F, on its part, has been on the forefront to bring
down the government of PM Khan. The foremost reason for the JUI-F
to launch an anti-government movement is that it is the PTI and PM
Khan’s politics which have inflicted irreparable damage on the religious
parties, specifically the JUI-F, by defeating the party candidates, including its chief Fazlur Rahman, in its once strongholds in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
In the last PML-N government of PM Nawaz Sharif, the JUI-F was
a junior coalition partner and when the PTI, under Imran Khan, was
holding unprecedented protest movements against the PML-N’s alleged
fraud in the 2013 national elections, the JUI-F was in the frontline to
defend the PML-N. The JUI-F had two of its parliamentarians serving
as federal ministers and its head Fazlur Rahman had put its political
weight behind former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Fazl had asked PM
Sharif not to submit resignation at any cost, as demanded by the PTI
and Pakistan Awami Tehreek, which were holding a joint protest for the
ouster of the PML-N government. Surprisingly, Fazl had gone an extra
mile to support and defend ex-PM Sharif and in this connection even
outperformed most senior members and parliamentarians of the PMLN. On the occasion, Fazl had announced holding anti-PTI and anti-PAT
rallies across Pakistan. The purpose was to give a tit-for-tat response
to PTI and PAT. However, JUI-F’s support to Sharif and opposition to
the PTI was not politically motivated, but driven by vested interest of
its top leadership, particularly Fazl and his family members.
The JUI-F had been part of almost all governments since early
1990s, irrespective of whichever party, whether the PML-N or the PPP,
was in the saddle. The party was even part of the government of the
Pakistan Muslim League of the Chaudhry of Gujrat in Balochistan from
2002-2007, when General Pervez Musharraf was the godfather of the
party. This was irrespective of the fact that the religious parties alliance,
the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) which the JUI-F headed, ostensibly
opposed Pervez Musharraf but at the same time facilitated the extremely unconstitutional step of electing Musharraf the president of
Pakistan while in military uniform.
In the 2018 national elections, the JUI-F was nearly routed and Fazl
was defeated and he could not make it to the National Assembly after
a considerable time. With it, the JUI-F head also lost its long-held lucrative position of Chairman Kashmir Committee, an inconsequential
body to promote Pakistani stance on Indian occupied Kashmir. Being
head of the Kashmir Committee, he enjoyed the status of a federal minister. So, it is the PTI government that has thrown him out of the Kashmir Committee and the cut is deeply felt by Fazl.
Today, JUI-F head Fazl claims he is supporting the PML-N and PPP
for the sake of democracy and the Constitution. However, history suggests that the JUI-F has had nothing to do with democracy or the Constitution but to get as much power for itself as possible. The key motive
of the JUI-F is to have power and then cling to it by hook or crook. For
this, Fazl is even ready to do what someone wants him it to do. It is no
secret, thanks to the Wikileaks, that after the 2002 unprecedented electoral success of the religious parties alliance, the MMA, headed by the
JUI-F, by bagging more than 50 seats in the National Assembly,
Maulana Fazl, in a meeting with then US Ambassador in Pakistan,
Anne Patterson, had asked the latter that he (Fazl) was ready to do
whatever Washington would ask him to do in return for the US support
to him to become the country’s prime minister. Although, the US could
not trust the wily politician while the religious parties alliance also was
not anywhere near a majority of more than 171 NA seats, yet Fazl
wanted to try his luck. He failed to get any support from the US and
consequently his dream of becoming the country’s prime minister, to
enjoy the perks and privileges of the position, dashed to the ground.
JUI-F head Maulana Fazl, keeping the traditional character of clerics
of his ilk, by labelling opponents, mostly liberal and moderate Muslims,
as “non-Muslims” and “agents of Christians and Jews” has been labelling PM Imran Khan as ‘agent of Jew’ and even a Jew during the
electioneering. On one occasion during the PTI sit-in against the PMLN government, Fazl went to such an extent that he levelled loathsome
charges on women participating in the sit-ins of the PTI. The JUI-F,
through such bizarre statements, aimed to win back the support of the
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conservative constituency, even which ditched the party in the last elections.
The most sordid aspect of the JUI-F lust for power has been that,
while representing a specific school of religious thought, it has brought
society to the brink of clash between liberals and conservatives and on
the other hand sectarian clash between its own cadres and the one represented by the PAT and its ally, Ittehad Bainul Muslimeen. For the purpose, the JUI-F even activated its offshoot Ahle-e-Sunnat-Wal-Jamaat,
the new face of the erstwhile Sipha-e-Sahaba Pakistan, in the Punjab.
Despite that Khan’s party gave the JUI-F considerable drubbing in
KP and even defunct FATA by bagging majority votes and seats, both
the KP and FATA along with the Pashtoon part of Balochistan have
been traditional strongholds of the party. This has largely been due to
the clerics’ social influence within once ultra-conservative societies
there. The JUI-F has always used its social influence in the regions for
its political and power base. However, despite the fact, nationalist, moderate and progressive parties, like the PPP, ANP, PkMAP and now PTI,
have always got more support from people in all traditional strongholds
of the JUI-F. This has prevented the JUI-F from forming its own government in KP or Balochistan. The only instance when the JUI-F install
have its chief minister in KP was in 2002, when the MMA had won majority in province. However, the treatment meted out to the rest of the
religious parties, including the JI and Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam Sami faction, compelled both of them to withdraw from the alliance but not before enjoying the perks and privileges of power for five years. Ironically,
the JUI-F is now even out of the Balochistan government where it has
been in the government as a coalition partner since early 1990s.
All this has added to the frustration of the JUI-F and, therefore, it is
doing it utmost to bring down the PTI government to create space for
itself in the power corridors of KP. However, one thinks that the JUI-F
does not have any strong support base to dislodge a popularly elected
government. Nevertheless, if the PML-N and the PPP prod the JUI-F
to launch an anti-government movement, it may not be successful but
would have important societal consequences.
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Strategy

PTI’s amnesty scheme
Muhammad Jahangir

The PTI government’s tax amnesty scheme has elicited mixed reactions
from the business community. While one section of businesspeople has
welcomed the scheme, others have expressed apprehensions about its
implementations and implications.
Formulated after a great deal of discussions with the stakeholders, the
amnesty scheme provides for whitening of undisclosed expenditures,
sales and assets, including foreign assets, at nominal tax rates. The
scheme has been enforced through a presidential ordinance, which stipulates a period of 45 days to people for declaration of their undeclared assets, expenditures, and sales along with payment of taxes until June 30
this year.
The scheme has five main sections - scope, default surcharge, exclusions, tax rates and conditions. There is no projection about revenue collection from the scheme since its main purpose is to bring the grey
economy into the tax net.
The scheme is time-bound. All companies, associations of persons and
individuals who want to whiten their assets, expenditures and sales not
declared until June 30, 2018, must do so by this date.. There is no provision for whitening undeclared incomes both domestic and foreign.
The government has for the first time given another one-year time to
people for payment of taxes with additional default surcharge rates on a
quarterly basis until June 30, 2020. This facility will be available only to
those people who will first declare their assets until June 30, 2019. Under
the scheme, assets within the country and abroad (except for real estate)
can be whitened at a rate of four per cent. The whitened cash assets will
have to be kept in Pakistani bank accounts. But those who want to keep
their whitened money abroad will have to pay at the rate of 6pc.
The tax rate will be 1.5pc for whitening of domestic immovable properties (real estate). In case of foreign assets, the fair market value will be
determined at the exchange rate prevalent on the date of declaration. The
tax rate on undisclosed sales or supplies is 2pc, which is also offered for
the first time for bringing undeclared sales into the tax net. This will cover
the sales or supplies chargeable to sales tax or federal excise duty, which
has not been declared or has been under declared up to June 30, 2018.
In case of late payment of taxes, the amount of tax will increase by a default surcharge of 10pc, 20pc, 30pc and 40pc for subsequent quarters respectively.
But the scope of the amnesty scheme is restricted. It cannot be availed
by the holders of public office, including president, prime minister, chief
ministers, governors, Chief Justice of Pakistan, judges, their spouses and
dependent children and any public-listed or government-owned company.
It will also not apply to gold and precious stones, bearer prize bonds,
bearer securities, shares, certificates, bonds or any other bearer assets.
This provision is targeted at those who amassed illegal wealth through
corruption. So the scheme will not apply to any public office holder since
May 15, 2009.
The scheme requires all persons availing the scheme to file income
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tax returns for the tax year 2018 or revised return, the financial statement
and wealth statement. Under the scheme, the cash declared will have to
be deposited into a bank account. The foreign currency held in Pakistan
may be deposited into the declarant’s bank account. The amount will be
retained in the bank account till June 30, 2019.Similarly, the foreign assets
repatriated to Pakistan will be deposited into own bank Pak rupee account
or foreign currency bank account in Pakistan or invested in Pakistan
Banao certificate or foreign currency-denominated bonds. Similarly, the
foreign liquid assets not repatriated to Pakistan will be deposited in declarant’s foreign bank account on or before June 30, 2019.
Explaining the main features of the scheme, Adviser of Finance Dr.
Hafeez Sheikh said that the scheme was devised to document the economy and bring dead assets into circulation and make them functional. According to him, the idea behind the plan is not to intimidate people but to
encourage businessmen to participate in the legal economy.
Although issued in consultation with the representatives of the Karachi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and trade bodies, the tax amnesty
scheme has not met with very warm response from people. Many businessmen have welcomed the much-needed initiative to kick-start economic activities. However, others have voiced concern and urged the
government to take concrete steps and adopt long-term policies to tackle
the problem of black economy.
LCCI President Almas Hyder opined that the amnesty scheme would
end the fear of tax authorities currently prevailing among the business
community. But a former APTMA Punjab chairman did not sound optimistic
about the results of the amnesty scheme. In his view there was no need
for the amnesty scheme as under similar schemes in the past all businessmen who wanted to declare their hidden assets had already done so.
The previous amnesty schemes did not yield the desired results. In the
next few weeks, it will be clear how the latest effort to uncover hidden assets fares.
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Education

Killing creativity in students
Rasheed Ali

Noor Fatima is really confused these days. She is an eighth grader, and her
Urdu subject teacher has told her that only those students will be awarded
marks who memorise answers written in their notebooks and reproduce them
on the answer-sheets without changing any word during exams. She is worried
as she is not used to this style of attempting the papers, especially in Urdu,
English, Social Studies and Islamiat.
After her family moved to a new locality in Lahore, Noor Fatima was admitted to a branch of a famous private school system of the city this year. In
her earlier school, a branch of another famous private school system in city,
she was almost free to pen her answers in her own words, though in case of
General Science, Computer and Maths, she had to learn them by heart, especially definitions.
During a parent-teacher meeting after the monthly tests, when Noor Fatima’s father asked Ms. Shaheen, the Urdu subject teacher, about it, she admitted that there were some problems at the end of teachers in this regard.
‘‘We have so many classes to take on a daily basis and so many students in
each section and each class that we didn’t find any space to focus on promoting any creativity among students,’’ she explains. ‘‘In principle, I agree that we
should let our future generations remain thinking human beings and not convert them into merely machines that can reproduce only the given materials,
but we teachers are helpless in various matters. Our job requirements are too
pressing to focus our attention on promoting creativity among our students,’’
she admits simply.
This is only one reason Ms. Shaheen has given for ‘‘killing’’ creativity in
students, other snub-calls mostly given by teachers and tutors include:‘We can’t afford to make a mistake’, ‘Follow the rules’, ‘Don’t try to be different’, ‘Stay within lines’, ‘There is only one way to do this,’, ‘Don’t be foolish,’
‘Be practical,’ ‘That’s not logical,’ ‘It’s not practical,’ ‘It’s never done,’ ‘It didn’t
work well,’ ‘We tried that before’, ‘Yes, but…’, etc.
Even if teachers approve of the idea of promoting and keeping alive creativity among student, they fail to develop a creative and innovative environment in classrooms, labs and even in research centres. Many teachers teach
with the help of notes, many ‘‘help’’ their students cheat in exams.
British researcher and author, Sir Kenneth Robinson, concluded in his research paper that 98% children are highly creative when joining kindergarten,
but afterwards in school, their creativity rapidly declines.
Naeem Ahmed Qazi, an educationist by training, agrees 100 per cent with
the British researcher. He regrets that our current education system is based
on rote-learning. Speaking at a consultative session in Islamabad recently, he
expresses his concern that creativity is not seeded in children’s behaviour,
neither in their early school life nor throughout their educational career.
Mr. Qazi believes that educational institutions in the country are killing the
creativity of students by discouraging idiosyncrasy. The youth are deprived of
originality and ability to think out-of-the-box. From curriculum to conduct, almost everything practiced at school only serves to make students a humanmachine. He notes it with serious concern that only memory determines the
future of a student, because all kinds of examinations and entry tests are
based on the ability to retain and subsequently regurgitate information. Only
crammers and rote-learners achieve high grades. Today’s so-called highachievers are unable to contribute as they are only trained to do as learned.
They simply memorise to obtain higher grades and once examinations are
over, everything is forgotten.
There are various other reasons, adds the educationist, which hinder students’ ability to show some creativity. A 9-year-old child carries a bag of 12-kg
on their shoulders. It can physically tire children and upset them mentally as
anyone can see their sober and serious faces in school. Doing homework in

June 1-15, 2019

12 notebooks can exhaust children and there is great possibility of psychological pressure and stress on them, Mr. Qazi relates some other reasons.
Naeem Ahmed Qazi has recent first-hand observation of class environment in various private schools. He says teachers mostly wear a grin face in
classroom and maintain distance with students lest they ask some ‘‘irrelevant’’
questions or share their interests with them and be creative. Original thinking
is a crime, because only the answers given at the end of the book or dictated
by the teacher are correct.
Mr. Qazi says that chances of participation are only given to those who
won’t err. Most of the teachers bring notes in the class because they don’t
know the concept or won’t trouble themselves with different examples or
method. Many won’t let children learn from any other book or the Internet due
to the insecurity of being exposed and outsmarted by the pupils.
Prof. Dr. Obaidullah, however, has a little point of view. In a special talk
with Cutting Edge at his department, Institute of Education and Research, the
University of the Punjab, he says the real issue is what the education system
we adopt and how we train our teachers to impart lessons to their students. It
is also very important that what type of curricula is given to the teachers to
promote creativity among future generations. He regrets that despite having
a significant number of PhDs in sciences, the textbooks are written in “antiscience” way. Text with vague diagrams, memory-based exercises are the
pattern, which often looks like a guide for teachers, not for student.
The professor says that mostly teachers lack the capacity even to judge
creativity among students, what to talk of promoting it. They find it easier to
make students memorise whatever is given to them as syllabus, instead of
putting some extra effort to let students apply their own mind and do something
different.
Prof. Obaidullah says sometimes teachers do have the ability to explore
creativity among their students, but they prefer using the most adopted methods. When they are teaching some O- or A-level students, they try to explain
concepts to students to prepare them for their exams in which rote-learning
mostly doesn’t work. But the same teachers, when teach Punjab Board’s textbooks, or any other government board’s books, they make students to learn
everything by heart and mostly don’t try to explain the concepts, as they believe high grades could only be achieved in matric and Inter board exams by
reproducing on answer-sheets whatever is written in the textbooks.
The educationist and researcher says creativity cannot be checked or
memorised, it is that uniqueness, novelty and interest that always tries to come
out spontaneously. It is an expression of the mind and heart, devoid of confinements and shackles. He says that our schools are only focused on inculcating information, manners and discipline. Decision-makers can’t be
produced by sharing mere information. Critical thinking and creativity plays a
fundamental role in making leaders, who could realise the situation and elevate
the nation, he believes.
The professor suggests reforming the prevailing ill-prepared teaching
methodology. Only reasoning, critical thinking and originality can facilitate
learning, he adds.
Tara Kashif, a Master's degree-holder from the University of London,
agrees with Prof. Obaidullah. She says the current education system is not
preparing children for the future, it is serving the needs of the past, the industrial society. Talking to Cutting Edge informally, she says that what we need is
a complete overhaul of our current education system. The ‘new and reformed’
education system should allow human imagination and creativity to flourish.
Intelligence should be explored beyond academics in our institutions. Drama,
music, dance and arts should be given the same importance as mathematics,
science subjects and languages, she believes.
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Challenges

Who are real culprits?
Faheem Amir

Nothing is going well in Pakistan. The country is facing many colossal challenges both on the internal and external fronts. Internally, the PTI’s government has, so far, disappointed the people of Pakistan very badly.
Imran Khan, who is considered to be an honest man and Sufism lover,
has accommodated corrupt politicians and members of corrupt mafias in
his government. He has taken U-turns from all his slogans and promises,
which he made to the poor and innocent people, after becoming the PM.
His PTI government is incompetent and does not have any vision and plan
to solve problems, like corruption, soaring prices, rapid increase in the US
dollar’s value against the rupee, wilting economy, increasing debt burden,
rising unemployment and population etc.
On the other hand, the PML-N and the PPP are using every method to
save their corrupt leaders Nawaz Sharif and Asif Ali Zardari. It is an established truth that Nawaz Sharif and Asif Ali Zardari and many members
of their parties have plundered the country and its poor people. Now, both
parties are trying to destabilise the government and the state for gaining
relief in the cases of corruption which their leaders are facing. The opposition parties, including the PML-N, the PPP and the JUI-F, have announced launching protests against the PTI government and hold an All
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Parties Conference (APC) to "chalk out a joint strategy on how to tackle
the problems facing Pakistan" after Eidul Fitr.
To earn the support of the people, the parties are highlighting the issues
and problems which they have themselves created during their rule. The
sole purpose of the campaign is not to support the people and save
democracy, rather to protect the corruption of their leaders.
It is a fact that Pakistan’s economy is in a very fragile and disastrous
situation. PM Imran Khan and Asad Umar, former finance minister, have
acknowledged the bitter truth, publicly. The prime minister, again and
again, is stressing for patience and requesting for more time to overcome
the mighty economic problems. But, apart from removing Asad Umar as
finance minister, so far, Imran Khan’s PTI government has failed to introduce any revolutionary reforms for tackling the situation. Rather, by introducing a tax amnesty scheme, Imran Khan has incentivised the corrupt
ruling mafia. He has given a death blow to his philosophy of “justice for
everyone” and a corruption-free Pakistan.
Pakistan’s current account deficit is $18 billion. While, its current external debt stands at nearly $100 billion — the bulk of it borrowed from the
IMF, World Bank, Islamic Development Bank, Asian Development Bank,
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the US, China, France, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and other
countries.
To solve this problem, like the previous governments, the PTI government has also gone to the IMF for $6 billion bailout deal. Interestingly, since
1988, it will be the IMF’s 13th structural adjustment programme for Pakistan. Many economists are of the views that the programme will not
achieve “stabilisation amid sacrificed growth”. “The basic focus of this programme (in line with previous programmes) is stabilisation now and growth
later. But history tells us that at the end of these programmes, Pakistan’s
average growth rate remained the lowest in South Asia since 1988,”
Shahid Hasan Siddiqui, a Karachi-based economist, told Anadolu Agency.
“This is because of the artificial stabilisations that eventually disturbed the
growth rate,” Siddiqui said. According to Kaiser Bengali, a former government economic adviser, “the IMF package means nothing more than some
time to fill the balance-of-payments gap. It’s just breathing space.”
So, in the coming days, Pakistan’s economy is going to slow down. Inflation, lower growth and unemployment will be increased over the next
few years. Resultantly, the burden on the working class will also be increased many times in the coming years. After Hafeez Shaikh and Raza
Baqir’s appointments, the PML-N and the PPP are blaming the government for making the country a colony of the IMF. Many other analysts are
of the views that the IMF has brought Pakistan’s economy to this tumbling
situation for protecting American interests in the country and region.
There is no doubt about it that America uses the IMF, World Bank and
WTO to achieve its own partisan interests in the world. On January 29,
2019, Julian Assange's WikiLeaks published documents titled “US coup
manual FM3-05.130, US Army Special Operations Forces (ARSOF) Unconventional Warfare (UW)”. Appendix A of the manual states: “Of particular interest politically are the World Bank (WB), the IMF, and the World
Trade Organization (WTO).”
“The Treasury’s Office of International Affairs and Office of Terrorism
and Financial Intelligence (TFI) and its components, together with the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN), provide financially mission-focused channels for identifying opportunities to employ the financial
weapon.”
Kaiser Bengali also told Anadolu Agency: “I believe the IMF has
brought Pakistan to this stage deliberately. Now both the IMF and FATF
will force Pakistan to carry out multiple drastic structural economic reforms,
mainly related to terrorism financing.” Farrukh Saleem, an Islamabadbased economist, also collaborates this view. He says, “this package is
yet to be approved. It will only be approved if Pakistan meets some key
IMF conditions, mainly related to cooperation with the FATF and the forthcoming budget.”
All these views and facts clearly show that America wants to stop the
CPEC project at every cost. It is using the IMF to achieve the goal in
Balochistan.
On the other hand, there are some analysts who believe that the IMF
should not be blamed for the fragile Pakistani economy. They put the
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blame on the corrupt ruling elite for the prevailing mess.
S. Akbar Zaidi, a political economist, aptly writes: “From the Musharraf
military dictatorship, to the elected governments of Benazir Bhutto, Nawaz
Sharif and Asif Zardari, and now to the Imran Khan government, all have
gone to the IMF seeking a “bailout” and assistance to stop the country’s
deteriorating economic condition. Yet all these governments, along with
their allies and vested interests, have been the ones to have caused a situation where they have been forced to go to the IMF in the first place. They
only need the IMF because they fail and refuse to undertake economic reforms since these would hurt their own interest. The beginning and end of
the problem and its solution is simply this: tax the Pakistani elite and the
rich. What has the IMF got to do with this gross negligence and failure of
Pakistan’s ruling elite? Because the government refuses to raise resources, it has to borrow from the IMF. The IMF is not responsible for the
budget deficit ending up near 7.5 per cent of the GDP this year. Since the
government has signed an agreement with the IMF, and as the economy
deteriorates noticeably over the next two to three years, we can expect
those in office and the rest of the elite to blame the IMF for Pakistan’s economic disaster. Yet, it is not the IMF that is to be held responsible, but our
own elite, elected, unelected, and those who continue to lead Pakistan
down the IMF path, yet again. Accountability must begin and end with our
elite, not with the IMF”.
Moreover, terror attacks have increased in Pakistan, especially in
Balochistan. On May 13, around four police personnel were martyred and
12 others, including some policemen, were injured in a blast in Quetta’s
Satellite Town market. On May 14, unidentified gunmen killed three labourers and injured another in Naseerabad district of Balochistan. On May 11,
three terrorists, disguised as security forces personnel, attacked the PC
hotel in Gwadar. The terrorists killed five persons, four hotel employees,
including three security guards who tried to stop them. Around six people
were wounded. The terrorists were killed by the security forces in an operation that lasted 12 hours. The banned Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA) has claimed responsibility for the attack. On April 12, terrorists killed
20 people, belonging to Shia Hazaras, in the Hazarganji area of Quetta.
Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attack. On April 18, terrorists
offloaded 14 passengers from a bus and shot them dead in Ormara. Terrorists killed five policemen in a suicide bombing in Lahore on May 8. On
the same day, terrorists killed three people, including a tribal leader, Wali
Khan Achakzai, in Killa Abdullah. Then, according to the Voice of America,
Islamic State has announced “Pakistan Province”. All the facts clearly manifest that Pakistan is under an “unconventional war” attack. The external
enemies of the country, including India, America and Afghanistan, are
using terrorism and financial weapons to destabilise Pakistan. But, it is
also a hard fact that the ruling elite, including politicians, businessmen,
feudal lords and religious leaders are a real culprit in weakening the Pakistani economy and providing an opportunity to the enemy for exploitation.
The state should implement the NAP fully and introduce revolutionary
financial policies and reforms by putting taxes on the elite.
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Family

The custody of minors
Mufakhra Rao Advocate

Soon after getting a favorable court verdict in most of divorce cases, a
process for attaining the custody of minors is started which may be decided
in a few months but actually, it’s a never-ending argument between the
two parties.
It has been experienced that such cases prove to be the most crucial
experiences of life. In fact, the guardian court is the parent court which decides the fate of minors while considering every aspect of the life of both
parties and the basic criteria or the first priority for the appointment of the
guardian is the welfare of minors. Every question is answered and each
answer is dealt with some keen observations. The welfare of minors is the
paramount issue and a supreme consideration for a court of law. The
guardian court deals with the application filed under Section 12 for the appointment of a guardian; and for the restoration of custody of minors, it
would base its findings on the conditions laid down in Section 17 & 25 of
Guardian and Wards Act, 1890. Every sort of knots are tried to be untangled, like the source of income, condition of the residence, who is worthy
of taking care of the minor, character and background of the proposed
guardian, mental and physical capacity, with whom the minor would feel
more confident, with whom the minors are closely associated, where they
may get the unparalleled love and care, who can be the most devoted and
sincere guardian, who is more religious, cultural, civilized and well-disciplined in life, who is more inclined towards the studies and progress of
theminors and so on.
Where the conflict stands between a mother and a father married to
another woman, the court neglects many factors in favor of the mother,
even like poverty, background, mode of living and capacity. Mother’s right
is always upheld unless circumstances turn out to be
more crucial and critical on her side. Minor’s mother,
being employed as a teacher in the education department, in spite of her second marriage, can look after
her children in a better way, as compared to the paternal parent. Mother of a minor, who had been divorced
earlier, had proved that the child had not only completed the reading of the Holy Quran but was also appearing in the examination of class V. Father of the
minor was living in the house of his brother, who himself
had six children, whereas the mother was the sole
daughter of her father who was alive and was running
a shop and was also earning agricultural income and
spending all his income on her and the minor. In this
scenario, the mother would be the sure winner.
Sometimes applications by petitioner/father for the
custody of minor son under Section 25 of Guardian and
Wards Act, 1890, are accepted by the trial court; but on
appeal, they are dismissed by the appellate court. A petitioner had contracted second marriage and mother of
the minor had also contracted second marriage. The
minor, who was aged 12 years, was happily living with
his maternal grandfather for the last many years. The
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appellate court interviewed the minor, who was willing to live in the house
of his father/petitioner with his stepmother. The minor at the time was a
student of class-V. The maternal grandfather of the minor was looking after
him and was attending to his educational requirements. The petitioner/father who had contracted second marriage had children from his second
wife and it was not safe to remove the minor from his present family setup and, therefore, he was permitted to continue his life with his maternal
father. The appellate court accepted the appeal and dismissed the judgment of the trial court.
In all these and other cases, all prospects are considered to reach a
fruitful conclusion for the welfare of the minors.
Selection of the most appropriate guardian is the duty of the guardian
court and it is the right of the children which must not be snatched away
due to inconceivable circumstances. But the child has the fundamental
right over the warmth of his mother’s lap and over the caring hand of his
father. Snatching kids away from their loved ones could disturb the personality and leave painful memories in the minds of children. The circle of
life may arrange some money and shelter, but anxiety and fear will remain
to haunt the souls forever. Couples should prefer to stay united for the
sake of their children as a family is the basic unit of a healthy society and
separation and custody claims ruin the children’s future and the burden on
family courts is also increased. Parents! your children will cry in silence for
the days lost even when they themselves are parents. You are the most
unparalleled phenomenon for the children in every respect and maternal
and paternal parents or any other relatives are no substitute for parents’
love and affection.
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Islamophobia

Canada's wicked storm
Andrew Mitrovica

However and wherever it manifests itself, to defeat hatred, you must confront it: head-on, with determination, uncowed by the apologists, who prefer, like so many politicians these days, to coddle, excuse or ingratiate
themselves to the powerful hate-mongers in our midst.
Happily, Mohamed Fakih is not a politician. He is a successful restaurateur who chose not to appease or cower before bigotry, but to confront
it, head-on, in a Toronto courtroom. Fakih is also a Muslim. Predictably,
his faith made him a target of Kevin Johnston, who, like so many other
hate merchants these days, traffics in Islamophobia online for notoriety
and profit. Decidedly less polished than the celebrity Islamophobes who
camouflage their venom behind academic credentials and agreeable,
media-savvy dispositions, Johnston's brand of hate is more direct and profane.
Still, despite his ugly resume, Canada's corporate media are loath to
call Johnston by his true name, opting instead to describe him as a "controversial" "provocateur" or "self-styled journalist". Well, Johnston recently
got his long-overdue comeuppance, courtesy of Fakih, a Lebanese Canadian who has used his hard-won wealth to hire 150 Syrian refugees, to
feed and shelter the homeless and to cover the funeral costs for the victims
of the 2016 Quebec mosque massacre.
Turns out, Johnston chose the wrong man to bully and defame as a
"terrorist" whose clients were no more than complicit "jihadists" bent on
doing "something nefarious". Fakih would not let that smear stand. So, he
sued Johnston for libel and won. His just reward: 2.5 million Canadian dollars (US$1.8m) in damages and the satisfaction of prevailing over hate
and the pathetic "provocateur" who peddled it.
Indeed, the presiding judge found that Johnston's illiterate assault on
Fakih's name and character was "a loathsome example of hate speech at its
worst, targeting people solely because of their religion". Clearly, Fakih grasps
the import of his persuasive legal victory. "Hate has always been with us. But
lately, the people who hate have grown louder and bolder. They have
emerged from the dark corners of the internet. They feel safe to announce,
even to celebrate, their intolerance," Fakih wrote. "There will always be people who hate from their bones. But together we can make them smaller in
number, smaller in influence, smaller and smaller until they all but disappear."
It is a noble goal, to be sure. But buried in the stories about Fakih's juridical win is the sad, instructive fact that Canadians who "hate from their
bones" have not only "grown louder and bolder," but greater in number,
emboldened to exact their retributive hate on Muslims and others.
As Fakih implicitly concedes, Islamophobia is not an aberration in
Canada as the prevailing caricature - promoted by starry-eyed writers routinely suggests, but a stubborn, metastasising reality. The proof? Johnston has, it appears, thousands of like-minded disciples. In late 2018, he
ran to become mayor of Mississauga, Canada's sixth-largest city and a
bedroom community of neighbouring Toronto. Johnston came in second
place, winning slightly more than 16,000 votes, which translated into 13.5
percent of the total votes cast for mayor. This, despite Johnston facing a
criminal charge of "willfully promoting hatred" against the local Muslim
community, which carries a two-year prison sentence upon conviction.

June 1-15, 2019

Those figures represent an alarming and exponential increase over his
results during the 2014 mayoralty contest. At that time, Johnston won just
741 votes or 0.5 percent of the vote for mayor. It has been suggested that
Johnston's surge in popularity was the by-product of the absence of an
established, high-profile challenger to the "unpopular" incumbent. As such,
his mushrooming support amounted to a "protest" vote, rather than an
overt expression of solidarity with his fetid past and present.
This exculpatory reasoning strikes me as dangerously pollyannaish
since it rejects or, at least, diminishes the worldwide resurgence of far-right
inspired racism, which seeks chiefly to demonise and ostracise immigrants, and, more particularly, Muslims, like Fakih.
Canada, like Hungary, Austria and the United States, is not immune to
the appeal of demagogues who, treated too gently for too long by large,
irresponsible swaths of the mainstream media, have exploited the opportunity to paint most Muslims as rabid, violent perpetrators and villains intent
on destroying Western "values" and "way of life".
Admittedly, Johnston is an obscure, municipal facsimile of much more
well-known, national Islamophobes who gin up fear and hatred for their
parochial aims. He is, of course, not alone on this foul score. Johnston
was joined on the hustings in 2018 by perhaps Canada's most notorious
racist, Faith Goldy. The Islamophobic, white supremacist ran for mayor of
Toronto, Canada's largest and arguably most diverse city. Goldy came in
a disconcerting third, with 25,600 votes or 3.4 percent of the ballots cast.
The unabashed neo-Nazi's support is chillingly impressive given the
fact that Goldy was barred from participating in all-candidates debates,
and advertising on platforms owned by the telecom giant, Bell Media.
Taken together, Johnston and Goldy captured close to 41,600 votes in the
epicentre of modern, "cosmopolitan" Canada which prides itself on its
"openness" and "welcoming arms".
This is a sobering number and its significance cannot be avoided or
minimised. It has to be understood as a symptom of the same hateful malignancy that a Muslim businessman vanquished in court earlier this month.
Now, when that figure is extrapolated - even conservatively across Canada
- it swells and reveals the scope of the scourge that first must be acknowledged, then challenged without reservation or qualification.
The failure to do so would mean allowing another telling and menacing
number to climb precipitately, as well. In 2017, Statistics Canada reported
that hate crimes in Canada shot up by an astounding 47 percent. Muslims,
Jews and black people were the principal victims of the 2,073 reported
acts of hate, the most since these abhorrent statistics were first kept in
2009. Canada's two largest provinces, Ontario and Quebec, saw the
biggest increases, with Ontario reporting a whopping 207 percent increase
in hate crimes against Muslims, alone.
Understood in this broader and appalling context, the corresponding
boom at the ballot box by racist fanatics like Johnston and Goldy is unsurprising. A wicked storm is gathering strength across Canada. Rather than
take easy comfort in the myth of Canada as an oasis of harmony, Canadians should join Mohamed Fakih in "shout(ing) down" intolerance "each
and every time it raises its voice”.
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Your View
Hunting markhor

Social media: self-policing
THERE are important lessons that can be learnt from the brutal

The Ibex (markhor) is the national animal of Pakistan. It is on
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was also being shared on YouTube. What is astonishing is that the

partment that 80 per cent of the money is distributed among

content of the offending footage was available hours later.
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Facebook took the biggest blow and as always vowed to make its

Department. This season, four markhor were hunted, all by

system more secure. However, YouTube presents a more difficult

American hunters. Markhor has an average lifespan of 10 to

scenario owing to its enormous size with hundreds of videos up-

13 years in the wild. In my opinion, hunting four markhorS

loaded a minute. Regulating and moderating content will also affect

each season will make them become extinct. The federal gov-

an individual’s right to free speech. After all, YouTube hosts a plat-

ernment and provincial departments need to change their tro-

form for everyone, including gamers, make-up artists, home cooks

phy policy and reduce the number of permits issued, taking

and budding musicians. But it will be unfair to ignore the series of

more measures to protect Pakistan’s national animal.
Sayed Tassaduque Hussain

scandals around user-generated content that encourages hate

Shikarpur

speech and hate groups. Algorithms that boost ‘screen time’ by engaging and inviting the viewer to watch more extreme videos is
where the problem begins. It is not helpful to ban a social media
platform like that in Sri Lanka after the April bombings. Instead, the
government should help regulate the online industry by listing the
type of hate-based content that should be banned — whether it is
beheading videos or conspiracy theories like the flat Earthers. Attention also needs to be given to the method for implementing the
enforcement of restrictions. Perhaps artificial intelligence can be
made use of which can easily spot the key words and delete malicious content accordingly. There will be mistakes along the way as
we are still traversing the infancy of the digital age.
Barrister Dr. Mobeen Shah
United Kingdom

Balochistan village plight
Nazarabad is a small village located near Tump in Kech district.
This hamlet has been badly affected by a catastrophic flood in
March this year. Ever since the disaster, its people are living in abject misery. The villagers have not only lost their homes but also
their crops and cattle, thus they have no means of sustenance.
The district and provincial authorities have not provided any assistance to the villagers to rebuild their lives. This is a request to
Balochistan government authorities to take notice of the villagers’
difficulties and provide assistance for their recovery.
Mahganj Habib,

Pak Post UMS

Kech, Balochistan

I posted a letter under Pakistan Post urgent mail service (UMS) bar
code ums68781898 to an addressee located in Karachi on April 22
which, according to an SMS from the postal service, was delivered
on May 2.
It took 10 days for delivering a letter from Karachi to a Karachi addressee through Pakistan Post’s UMS. Normally it takes maximum
three days through ordinary postal mail and 24 hours through
courier services for local deliveries. Why should I choose Pakistan
Post?
If Pakistan Post wants to remain in business in a highly competitive
market it has to change its approach and operate efficiently. The
lethargic, casual and slow service providers have no reason to re-

FOR the past year I have seen this sorry vehicle being ravaged by
the elements of nature with no end in sight. At first it was humorous
but now it is a stark reminder of incompetence and misrule. After
spending more than 365 days in the harsh sun, it is covered with
dust with ironic messages of love (and swastikas) traced out. Its
tyres are flat and the interior is completely destroyed. The crowning
glory of this is a green government of Sindh number plate. This vehicle was obviously paid for with tax-payers’ money, and its current
state is a sad reflection of what ends up to such funds.

main in today’s fast-moving competitive market.
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Abandoned car

S. Hasan

Raza Aziz

Karachi

Karachi
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Ancient South American populations
dipped due to an erratic climate

Dying stars may forge much of the
universe’s gold

Bruce Bower

Emily Conover

Ancient South American
populations
declined
sharply as rainfall became increasingly unpredictable starting around
8,600 years ago, researchers say.
But
hunter-gatherer
groups from the Andes and the Amazon to the continent’s southern tip
bounced back quickly once rain returned to a relatively stable pattern
about 6,000 years ago, report archaeologists Philip Riris and Manuel Arroyo-Kalin, both of University College London. During that roughly 2,600year intervening period, bouts of unusually wet or dry conditions that
disrupted local food sources occurred frequently, every five years or so
on average, the scientists report. Foragers would have been unable to
predict whether extreme rainfall or drought was next up, or precisely when
those conditions would hit. Previously, average rainfall patterns had included an abnormally wet or dry year only every 16 to 20 years, Riris and
Arroyo-Kalin estimate from rainfall records gleaned from ancient sediments and other sources.
To estimate population changes from around 12,000 to 2,000 years ago,
the researchers analyzed 5,450 radiocarbon dates from nearly 1,400
South American archaeological sites. Statistical estimates of when substantial population ups and downs took place, based on changes over
time in numbers of archaeological sites, could not assess absolute numbers of people living in South America at various times. Climate records
compared to ancient population patterns were divided into 100-year
stretches. The greatest rainfall fluctuations and largest human population
declines were seen in northern, tropical parts of South America.
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The gold in your favorite jewelry could be the messy leftovers from a newborn black
hole’s first meal.
Heavy elements such as
gold, platinum and uranium
might be formed in collapsars
— rapidly spinning, massive
stars that collapse into black holes as their outer layers explode in a rare type
of supernova. A disk of material, swirling around the new black hole as it feeds,
can create the conditions necessary for the astronomical alchemy, scientists
report. “Black holes in these extreme environments are fussy eaters,” says astrophysicist Brian Metzger of Columbia University, a coauthor of the study. They
can gulp down only so much matter at a time, and what they don’t swallow
blows off in a wind that is rich in neutrons — just the right conditions for the creation of heavy elements, computer simulations reveal.
Astronomers have long puzzled over the origins of the heaviest elements in the
universe. Lighter elements like carbon, oxygen and iron form inside stars, before
being spewed out in stellar explosions called supernovas. But to create elements further down the periodic table, an extreme environment densely packed
with neutrons is required. That’s where a chain of reactions known as the rprocess can occur, in which atomic nuclei rapidly absorb neutrons and undergo
radioactive decay to create new elements. Scientists had suspected that when
two dead stars known as neutron stars collide, the r-process could occur in material churned up by the merger. Astronomers recently clinched the case for that
idea when they spotted a collision between two neutron stars that produced
spacetime ripples known as gravitational waves and light. The fireworks show
revealed signs of the formation of a medley of heavy elements including gold,
silver and platinum.
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Health

Is vitamin D hype ‘wishful thinking’?
Matt McMillen
Vitamin D has been proclaimed a potential protector against everything from
cancer, heart disease, and diabetes to mood disorders like depression and
dangerous falls. But recent research has challenged several of those promising roles and revealed how little is really known about the essential nutrient.
“It’s been a hot topic for about 10 years,” says Kelly Pritchett, PhD, a registered dietitian who studies vitamin D at Central Washington University
in Ellensberg, WA. “But there are a lot of different trains of thought about
what’s optimal.” In 2014, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, a federally funded panel of health experts, said there was no common agreement on how to define vitamin D deficiency or what level was ideal. That
remains the case today. Still, vitamin D supplements have become more
popular. Two decades ago, fewer than 1% of U.S. adults took them, according to a 2017 study. But less than 15 years later, nearly 1 in 5 adults
took one every day. Why?
“The bottom line is, there’s a lot of wishful thinking,” says vitamin D researcher Clifford Rosen, MD, the director of clinical and translational research and a senior scientist at the Maine Medical Center Research
Institute in Scarborough. “Whatever sounds good is often what people like
to use.” While low vitamin D levels have been linked to many health problems -- such as a higher risk of some types of cancer, diabetes, heart disease, and depression -- research is inconclusive. Researchers do know
that vitamin D helps our bodies absorb calcium, which helps keep bones
healthy. So it’s perhaps natural to assume that vitamin D supplements

may help strengthen our bones and protect against fractures and falls.
But a large review of the research, concluded that vitamin D supplements,
in low or high doses, play no such role.
“Everybody once thought that it would, but we now have become much more
skeptical,” says Rosen. “Supplementation doesn’t increase bone density, so
how would it reduce the risk of fractures? The answer is we don’t know. But
if your vitamin D levels are sufficient, there’s no rationale for adding more.”

Appendix removal linked to Parkinson's risk?
Alan Mozes
It's a connection few have probably considered, but new research suggests
that having your appendix removed may up your risk for Parkinson's disease
down the road.
The finding follows an analysis that examined health records for roughly 62 million
patients. Of these, about 488,000 had an appendectomy. Among those who had
the surgery, just under 1% developed the progressive nervous system disorder
later. In comparison, less than 0.3% of the patients who did not have an appendectomy faced the same fate. That means that while the overall risk remained
low, there was a tripling of risk among those had had their appendix removed.
With this latest study, "We found that there is an increase in prevalence of
Parkinson's disease in patients with appendectomies, suggesting a correlation
between them," said study author Dr. Mohammed Sheriff. He is an internal
medicine physician with Case Western Reserve University and University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center. But does that mean patients should avoid having their appendix removed? Sheriff said no, given that the findings neither
prove that one causes the other, nor clarify the exact nature of the link."At this
point, it is unclear if it is the process in appendicitis itself versus the appendectomy that increases the risk of Parkinson's disease," he said. "Therefore,
changes to practice should not be made. Of course, currently the predominant
course of treatment for appendicitis is surgical, and it should continue to be so
until further work is done." Parkinson's affects movement, with symptoms starting gradually and progressing over time. Tremors are common, and walking
and speech can be affected. There is no known cure.

24

Prior research has also pointed to an appendix-Parkinson's link, albeit in the
opposite direction. In a study, U.S. researchers looking at data on over 1.6 million Swedes found that appendectomy lowered Parkinson's risk by roughly 20
percent. Sherriff's team acknowledges that prior research on the subject has
come to "inconsistent" results. So, they conducted the current analysis by reviewing data collected by an Ohio-based electronic health records company
that tracked the information of patients who had received care provided by 26
different health care systems. The latest analysis did not track exactly how
much time had elapsed between undergoing an appendectomy and the onset
of Parkinson's among those who developed the disease.
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Film

Wine Country

Diamantino

Benjamin Lee

Cath Clarke

Bemoaning the ever-decreasing
quality of Saturday Night Live has become almost as much of an institution
as actually watching Saturday Night
Live, its current season so punishingly
unfunny that it’s often hard to remember a time when that wasn’t the case.
Reminders are usually embedded elsewhere with ex-writers and cast members reliably cropping up on the big and small screen to show us what a
fertile breeding ground the show has been for comedy in the last 45 years.
It’s hard not to watch the Netflix comedy Wine Country without thinking about
what brought its seven main stars and two main writers together, the film a
showcase of their combined talents and proof of SNL’s long-lasting influence.
Inspired by a 2016 getaway, the film follows a group of friends reuniting
to celebrate a birthday in Napa Valley, California. It’s been planned by
control freak Abby (Amy Poehler), whose detailed itinerary for the weekend doesn’t allow much breathing room, something that introduces tension among the group. But they’re all keen to avoid problems and, in turn,
playing up to a misogynistic cliche of women arguing with each other. It’s
easier said than done, though, with Naomi (Maya Rudolph) harbouring a
secret, Catherine (Ana Gasteyer) struggling to detach herself from work,
Val (Paula Pell) obsessing over a waitress she’s fallen for, Jenny (Emily
Spivey) trying to keep her anxieties at bay and birthday girl Rebecca
(Rachel Dratch) refusing to accept the implications of turning 50.

Amazing Grace
Peter Bradshaw
There’s an oceanic swell of euphoria and joy in this extraordinary film,
effectively a rediscovered concert
movie showing the creation of
Aretha Franklin’s gospel LP, Amazing Grace, recorded over two
nights in 1972 in front of a live congregation and accompanied by the Southern California Community Choir.
The concert was at the New Temple Missionary Baptist Church in Watts,
Los Angeles, the interior being dominated by a vivid fresco of Christ’s baptism, a painting that by now might have almost pop-art status.
Sydney Pollack shot the original footage but the project had to be abandoned
because sound and vision had not been properly synchronised. Only
decades later has digital technology permitted this match-up to be achieved
under the supervision of Alan Elliott. Franklin is stunningly charismatic in her
very reticence and restraint. Unlike the church’s ebullient and charming pastor, James Cleveland, who MCs the event, Franklin never addresses the audience other than in her singing, sometimes from the pulpit, sometimes from
the piano keyboard; she is dressed simply, almost sacrificially, in a plain
dress. Her one purely dramatic gesture comes at the very end when she
turns and sings directly to the choir – an electrifying, enigmatic gesture.
The most heartwrenching moment arrives when Cleveland invites
Franklin’s father, the Rev CL Franklin, to address the congregation, which
he does, talking fondly of Aretha’s childhood.
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If Cristiano Ronaldo fell asleep
after gorging on year-old camembert, his dreams could not match
the bizarre bonkersness of this
enjoyably throwaway romantic
sci-fi satire from Portugal about a
megastar footballer who falls victim of a government cloning plot.
He grows breasts, adopts a child refugee and inadvertently becomes the poster
boy for a “vote leave” campaign in a fictional EU referendum.
Ronaldo must be the inspiration, physically at least, for striker Diamantino
Matamouros, so famous he’s known simply by his first name. It’s a nicely
comic performance by Carloto Cotta, who plays the footballer like a ripped
Forrest Gump: empty-headed but adorable. Even his narcissism is sweet –
Diamantino sleeps under duvet covers printed with his own face and has
the inner life of a bunny rabbit. On the pitch, in the four or five seconds it
takes to score a goal, in the moment of genius, he has visions of a giant
pekinese puppies invading the pitch.
After fluffing a title-deciding penalty in the World Cup, Diamantino retires,
turning his hand to humanitarianism, adopting a teenage boy from Mozambique. This “boy” is actually a female undercover secret service agent called
Aisha who is looking for evidence of money-laundering. However, it’s Diamantino’s pantomime-evil twin sisters who are the real criminals. The pair
have volunteered their gullible brother for a top-secret ministry of propaganda cloning programme to produce a football team of top strikers.

The Corrupted
Mike McCahill
Slipped into cinemas on
the quiet, without an official
press screening, Ron
Scalpello’s starry, busy
British crime drama proves
to be a semi-entertaining
mixed bags. It has a measure of ambition, strong dramatic scenes and grabby
performances, not least from Timothy Spall as a property magnate
looming over east London like some doubly malevolent reincarnation
of Bob Hoskins’ Harold Shand from The Long Good Friday. Yet the storytelling connecting its disparate elements starts to feel dashed-off, as
if somebody involved couldn’t wait for it to occupy the 10pm slot on London Live that may be its destiny. This approach short-sells both cinematographer Richard Mott’s striking framing of the capital’s moneyed
hotspots and the spiky idea at the heart of Nick Moorcroft’s script: that
the great triumph of the 2012 Olympiad was built on the shakiest of
foundations.
The generic title hides a dual meaning. Partly it refers to the once-toxic
scrap of Stratford forcibly reclaimed by fatcat developers like Spall’s
Clifford Cullen, which involves setting murderous muscle on a mechanic
holding out on him in the run-up to the Games.
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Books

The Dawn of Eurasia

Truth

Bruno Maçães

Tom Phillips

In this original and timely book, Bruno
Maçães argues that the best word for the
emerging global order is 'Eurasian', and
shows why we need to begin thinking on a
super-continental scale. While China and
Russia have been quicker to recognise the
increasing strategic significance of Eurasia,
even Europeans are realizing that their political project is intimately linked to the rest
of the supercontinent - and as Maçães
shows, they will be stronger for it. Weaving
together history, diplomacy and vivid reports
from his six-month overland journey across
Eurasia from Baku to Samarkand, Vladivostock to Beijing, Maçães provides a fascinating portrait of this shifting
geopolitical landscape. As he demonstrates, we can already see the coming Eurasianism in China's bold infrastructure project reopening the historic
Silk Road, in the success of cities like Hong Kong and Singapore, in
Turkey's increasing global role and in the fact that, revealingly, the United
States is redefining its place as between Europe and Asia. An insightful
and clarifying book for our turbulent times, The Dawn of Eurasia argues
that the artificial separation of the world's largest island cannot hold, and
the sooner we realise it, the better.

]This is a book about Truth - and all the ingenious ways, throughout history, that we've managed to avoid it. We live in a 'post-truth' age,
we're told. The US has a president who openly
lies on a daily basis (or who doesn't even know
what's true, and doesn't care). The internet has
turned our everyday lives into a misinformation
battleground. People don't trust experts any
more. But was there ever really a golden age
of truth-telling? As the editor of the UK's leading
independent fact-checker, Tom Phillips deals
with complete bollocks every day. Here, he tells
the story of how we humans have spent history lying to each other - and ourselves - and asks an important question: how can humanity move towards a
truthier future?

Excuses Begone!
Wayne W. Dyer
Within the pages of this transformational
book, Dr. Wayne W. Dyer reveals how
to change the self-defeating thinking
patterns that have prevented you from
living at the highest levels of success,
happiness, and health. Even though
you may know what to think, actually
changing those thinking habits that
have been with you since childhood
might be somewhat challenging. If I
changed, it would create family dramas... I’m too old or too young... I’m far
too busy and tired... I can’t afford the
things I truly want... It would be very difficult for me to do things differently... And
I’ve always been this way... May all
seem to be true, but they're in fact just excuses. So the business of modifying habituated thinking patterns really comes down to tossing out the same
tired old excuses and examining your beliefs in a new and truthful light. In
this ground-breaking work, Wayne presents a compendium of conscious
and subconscious crutches employed by virtually everyone, along with ways
to cast them aside once and for all. You’ll learn to apply specific questions
to any excuse, and then proceed through the steps of a new paradigm. The
old, habituated ways of thinking will melt away as you experience the absurdity of hanging on to them. You’ll ultimately realize that there are no excuses worth defending, ever, even if they're always been part of your
lifeguard the joy of releasing them will resonate throughout your very being.
When you eliminate the need to explain your shortcomings or failures, you’ll
awaken to the life of your dreams.
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Kitchen Curse
Eka Kurniawan
Hailed as a Southeast Asian Gabriel Garcia
Marquez for the exuberant beauty of his prose
and the darkly comic surrealism of his stories,
Eka Kurniawan is the first Indonesian writer to
be nominated for a Man Booker Prize. Here is
his first collection of short stories--Indonesian literature's characteristic form--to be translated
into English. A man captures a caronang, a
strange, intelligent dog that walks upright, and
brings it home, only to provoke an all-too-human
outcome. A girl plots against a witch doctor
whose crimes against her are, infuriatingly, like
any other man's. Stories explore the turbulent
dreams of a perpetual student, victims of anti-communist genocide, an elephant, a stone. Dark, scatalogical, violent, and mordantly funny, these fractured fables span city and country, animal and human, myth and politics.

Hazards of Time Travel
Joyce Carol Oates
An ingenious dystopian novel of one young
woman’s resistance against the constraints of an
oppressive society. When a recklessly idealistic
girl in a dystopian future society dares to test the
perimeters of her tightly controlled world, she is
punished by being sent back in time to a region
of North America – ‘Wainscotia, Wisconsin’ – that
existed eighty years before. Cast adrift in time in
this idyllic Midwestern town, she is set upon a
course of ‘rehabilitation’ – but she falls in love with
a fellow exile and starts to question the constraints
of her new existence, with results that are both devastating and liberating.
Arresting and visionary, Hazards of Time Travel is an exquisitely wrought
love story, a novel of harrowing discovery – and an oblique but powerful response to our current political climate.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You may have major blowups with someone you love if you don't back down.
Travel will be favorable. You could find
yourself left with someone's dirty laundry.
Try to control your irritability if you're experiencing emotional problems with your
partner. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday.

This is not the best time to take a risk, to
gamble or spend money you really can't
afford to part with. Short trips to visit others
will do the whole family a world of good.
Younger relatives may seek your advice.
Think twice before you speak. Your lucky
day this week will be Tuesday.

You'll have problems with authority figures if
you don't play by the rules. You can make
money, but try not to let it slip through your
fingers. Empty promises are evident; therefore, get it in writing, to be safe. Try to visit
friends or relatives you don't get to see
often. Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Don't be afraid to make additions to your
house. You are best to put in some overtime rather than get involved in family
gatherings. You will learn easily if you put
forth an effort. Don't let your partner put
you down. Your lucky day this week will be
Thursday.

Put your energy into your work or moneymaking ventures rather than into your emotional life this week. Involvement in groups
will be favorable and lead to valuable information. Don't make financial contributions in
order to impress others. Too much talk might
lead to hassles. Your lucky day this week will
be Thursday.

Expand your knowledge and sign up for
courses and seminars. Travel will entice you;
however, a tendency to overspend is quite
possible. Take the time to do your job correctly
or you may find yourself looking for a new
one. You may be overly emotional when dealing with your mate. Your lucky day this week
will be Tuesday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You must look into your options. You can
make successful moves. You may want to
make changes that will turn your entertainment room into a real family affair. Sudden
changes could result in estrangement's.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Alienation may be the result of a misunderstanding. Don't let your stubborn nature get
the better of you. Be prepared to step into
the limelight if you wish to promote your ambitions. Your lover probably won't put up with
your behavior. Your lucky day this week will
be Tuesday.

Communication will be your strong point and
you should be able to persuade others to see
things your way. You can gain approval, get
kudos, and ask for help if you put a little heart
into your speech or request. Do a little extra work
at home. You will be best suited to doing things
around the house or inviting friends over for a
visit. Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Don't be too quick to react. Finish up any correspondence by early afternoon. Passion is inevitable and commitments can be made during
the heat of the night. Try to be as mellow as
possible. Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Those you work with may have little consideration for the underdog. Travel opportunities
should be your first choice. Escapist tendencies
will result in a poor reputation and a lack of confidence. Insincere gestures of friendliness are
likely to occur. Your lucky day this week will be
Thursday.

Don't let anyone take credit for a job you did.
Your mate will be pushing you to do things that
you really don't want to do. Someone you work
with may be withholding valuable information.
You may find that your emotional partner will
not be too eager to accommodate you. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday.
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