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Economics

A dismal picture
The Economic Survey 2018-19 paints a dismal
picture of the national economy. Official figures
show that the economy grew at an average rate
of 3.29 pc in fiscal year 2018-19 against an ambitious target of 6.2pc set in last year's budget.
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Indian elections

India’s counter-revolution
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s party and allies
have won more than 350 seats in the 525-strong
Lok Sabha, the lower house of the Indian parliament. The landslide victory is being seen as a
win for far-right Hindu nationalism and a threat
to India’s secular democracy with more violence
feared against Muslims and other minorities.
Many analysts in Pakistan believe Narendra
Modi has won the election on the basis of his aggressive stance against Pakistan and they fear
relations between the two countries will not improve after his re-election, as he will attempt to
use the card in the next election too.
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Economic Survey

Missed targets,
worsening problems
Shahid Hussain

Pakistan’s economic growth in the outgoing financial year will remain 3.3pc
against the target of 6.3pc set by the previous government. According to
the Economic Survey of Pakistan, the government has failed to meet targets in almost all sectors. It means there will be no immediate relief for the
common people, poverty could increase and the number of jobless people
would continue to rise in the country. The government will have to act fast
to improve the situation.
To offset adverse effects of the economic slowdown on the poor, the
government has announced the launch of a new ration card scheme to
provide nutritious food to one million deserving persons under the Ehsaas
Programme. However, by announcing the scheme, the government has
admitted that the poor will be hard-pressed in coming days.
The Economic Survey of 2018-19 indicates that Pakistan’s key agriculture sector grew by only 0.8pc against a 3.8pc target, because of unfavourable weather conditions. Pakistan has also missed the target of 25.8
million tonnes of wheat this year, because of untimely rains and storms.
Similarly, the drought-like situation in some areas of Sindh and Balochistan,
too, had an impact on the overall agriculture sector. Cotton output dropped
by 12.7pc against 9.86 million bales in 2018-19 due to shortage of irrigation
water, use of low-quality inputs such as inferior seed and fertilisers at the
early stage of the crop and reduction of 12pc in the cultivation area.
The rice crop, too, decreased by 3.3pc, sugarcane by 19.4pc against
the last year’s production, while low water availability led to 3.1pc and
17.9pc reduction in the sown area for rice and sugarcane, respectively.
Livestock is the only sector whose growth went slightly above the official target while all other sectors performed below expectation. A sharp
decline was witnessed in the industrial sector that registered a growth of
1.4pc against the target of 7.6pc despite the fact that power generation
has increased. The manufacturing sector slid by 0.3pc and the large scale
manufacturing (LSM) showed a negative growth of 2pc against the target
8.1pc. The service sector grew by 4.7pc against the target of 6.5pc, while
the construction sector achieved the growth of 7.6pc against a 10pc target.
Delays in making key policy decisions by the government, including the
one about going to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a bailout
package and those related to the construction and industrial sectors, created confusions among investors, experts believe. The only achievement
made by the government during the period was in the livestock sector that
grew by 4pc against the target of 3.8pc.
To offset the fallout of the low economic growth, the government has
planned many initiatives. Under the ration card scheme, special nutritious
fortified food will be provided to children of less than two years of age and
vulnerable pregnant and lactating women to avoid stunting. Under the
Ehsaas Programme, 80,000 poor people would be given interest-free
loans, besides sewing machines, cattle and retail shop provisions to start
their own businesses. Six million women, identified through the ongoing
Socio Economic Registry Survey, would get stipends in their saving ac-
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counts and their access to cell phones would be increased. Five hundred
Kifalat Centres will provide online access to free courses to poor women
and their children. They will have access to free school lessons, IT
courses, adult education and certificate courses in stitching, kitchen gardening, electrician and plumbing. Over Rs100b will be provided through
the Kamyab Youth programme under which young people would be provided loans at subsidised rates. Another Rs250 billion will be provided for
agriculture development.
Prime Minister Imran Khan had promised 10 million jobs and five million
houses to the underprivileged. He had announced the provision of cheap
electricity, gas, fuel and essentials to the people after coming to power. Instead, their rates have doubled in the first 10 months of the government.
The government’s major concern is the political and economic cost of the
painful IMF programme after rising inflation amid higher energy prices have
already crushed the poor.
Pakistan faces chronic economic woes, including dwindling foreign exchange reserves, low exports, high inflation, growing fiscal deficit, and current account deficit. However, Pakistan is on the path of consolidation to
tackle sizeable fiscal and current account deficits but the imbalances are
expected to diminish slowly, said the World Bank in a recent report. It estimates the country’s GDP growth rate to reach 2.7 per cent in 2019-20.
However, the consolidation measures, coupled with other macroeconomic
improvements, are likely to lead to an increase in the economic growth to
4pc in the beginning in fiscal year 2020-21, said the report titled “Global
Economic Prospects: Heightened Tensions, Subdued Investment”.
The government is barely managing debt servicing and necessary expenditure and funds for public welfare look impossible at the moment. The
government aims to introduce more reforms in the next few months. It
means there is no prospect of relief for the people anytime soon.
Commenting on the first year performance of the government, Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Information Secretary Marriyum Aurangzeb said Prime Minister Imran Khan should read her party’s first year
economic survey and learn the difference “between the performance of an
elected government and a selected regime.” She claimed the PML-N had
achieved most of the targets set for its first year in government while the
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government had started registering a retraction on all economic indicators instead of progress. “The Economic
Survey is an attested certificate of Imran Khan’s incompetence, failure and
inability,” she claimed.
However, PML-N critics say it has always fudged figures on the economy to present a rose picture to international financial institutions and the
Pakistani people. They say the ambitious targets were set by the outgoing
PML-N government just before the general elections, while the PTI government took office 10 months ago. The World Bank report is also a silver
lining for the people of Pakistan and they can hope for betterment after
few years.
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Economics

A dismal picture
Nasim Ahmed

The Economic Survey 2018-19 paints a dismal picture of the national
economy. Official figures show that the economy grew at an average rate
of 3.29 pc in fiscal year 2018-19 against an ambitious target of 6.2pc set
in last year's budget.
The sector-wise growth rates are: agriculture: 0.85 per cent (against
target of 3.8pc), industry: 1.4pc (against target of 7.6pc) and services:
4.7pc (against target of 6.5pc). Total revenue at Rs3,583.7b (9.3pc of
GDP) showed almost zero pc growth in July-March 2019, while growth in
total expenditures was 8.7pc. The fiscal deficit was recorded at 5pc of the
GDP, compared to 4.3pc in the corresponding period last fiscal. In the
words of the survey, "Decelerated performance of total revenues primarily
was due to marginal growth of 1.8pc in tax revenues and negative growth
of 16.7pc in non-tax revenues."
Revenue collection efforts proved equally futile. The Federal Board of
Revenue's tax receipts from July-April 2019 remained at Rs2,976b against
Rs2,922.5b in the corresponding period last year, registered growth of
1.8pc. Actual tax collection during the first 10 months of the year remained
at 67.7pc of a revised target of Rs 4,398b. But on the other hand, provincial
revenue collection rose by 1.5pc from July-March 2019. On the expenditure side, the government's total expenditure increased by 8.7pc from JulyMarch 2019 to Rs5,506.2b (14.3pc of GDP) against last year's spending
of Rs5,063.3b (14.6pc of GDP). Current expenditure posted growth of
17.7pc to Rs4,798.4b (12.4pc of GDP). The federal and provincial governments' current expenditures grew by 19.9pc and 13.7pc respectively during the period under review.
Discouragingly, development expenditure took a hit and decreased to
Rs655.9b this fiscal year as compared to last year's expenditure of
Rs993.3b, exhibiting 34pc
negative growth against
23.6pc
positive
growth
recorded last year. The Public
Sector Development Programme (PSDP) share in total
development
expenditure
stood at 88pc or Rs578.5b in
the first nine months of the fiscal year. The same period last
year saw Rs931.4b expenditure. This year's PSDP expenditure saw a 37.9pc decline,
while the last year witnessed
24.7pc growth in PSDP
spending.
According to the Economic
Survey, exports fell by 1.9pc
despite exchange rate depreciation, while imports declined
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by 4.9pc. This helped in reducing the trade deficit by 7.3pc during JulyApril FY18-19, while it had shown an expansion of 24.3pc during the corresponding period last year. The current account deficit contracted by 27pc
from July-April 2019, while it had expanded by 70pc in the corresponding
period last fiscal year. Workers' remittances played a major role in containing the current account deficit to 4.03pc of GDP.
Inflation witnessed a rising trend in fiscal year 2018-19. It increased to
5.8pc in July 2018 after remaining sticky at 5pc for two months, and rose
to 6.8pc in October 2018 "due to an increase in gas prices", the PES noted.
From July-April 2019, headline inflation measured by the CPI averaged
7pc against the 3.77pc measured in the corresponding period last year
"on the back of the prevalence of some underlying demand in the economy, as well as continued pass-through of exchange rate depreciation and
higher fuel prices. The rising input costs on the back of high utility prices
and the lagged impact of exchange rate depreciation is likely to maintain
upward pressure on inflation during the remaining period of the current fiscal year.
Remittances saw an 8.45pc increase in July-April 2019, compared to
5.36pc last year, reaching $17.88b in the first 10 months of the fiscal year
against $16.48b last year. Foreign investment dropped by 51.7pc in JulyApril 2019 to $1.377b compared to $2.85b in the same period last year.
Foreign direct investment from China comprised 31.2pc of overall inflows
compared to 60.5pc in the preceding year. However, China continued to
dominate direct investment, followed by the UK and Hong Kong. A considerable decline in investment from Malaysia has been observed in this
period. Overall, it is a depressing state of affairs, which requires renewed
efforts to set things right and stimulate economic growth.
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Pollution

Environment day: A
grim reminder
Nasim Ahmed

June 5 is observed as World Environment Day every year. It is a day to
raise worldwide awareness and prompt action for the protection of our
steadily worsening environment. Since its inception in 1974, the day has
developed into a global platform for public outreach in over 100 countries.
The World Environment Day is a day for people to make their contribution to save the Earth. This is done in a variety of ways. From clean-ups in
Tokyo to tree planting in Zimbabwe, the Environment Day was celebrated
with zeal around the globe. With a theme of air pollution, China hosted the
international day of action. Xi Jinping, the country’s president, was clear
in his call for international cooperation: “Humankind only has one planet.
Environmental conservation and sustainable development are the common responsibility of all countries. China will work with any and all to implement the 2030 agenda to protect our only planet.”
Hundreds of thousands of people took to social media to participate in
the World Environment Day, including government leaders. Many made
pledges to change their lifestyles for a cleaner tomorrow. A charter for sustainable apparel called “Made in Switzerland” was launched by some of
Switzerland’s biggest textiles companies; Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta announced a ban on single-use plastics in national parks, while Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau issued a special statement promising
to accelerate the country’s plan to phase out coal by 2030.
In Europe, celebrations started with the launch of the report “Air Pollution and Human Health: The Case of the Western Balkans” in Sarajevo,
accompanied by the presentation of the “Sarajevo Air” app, which helps
citizens plan a journey that avoids the most polluted areas. Across the Middle Eastern nations of Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Oman,
youth-led flashmobs drew attention to the issue of air pollution right before
the start of Eid festivities.
In a message, U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres urged all people to reject single-use plastic items, and warned that growing levels of
plastic waste were becoming unmanageable, saying “every year, more
than eight million tons end up in the oceans.” Plastic, which is rampantly
polluting our water bodies, harming marine life and posing a threat to
human health, has been one of the major concerns of environmental bodies this year. Nearly one-third of it is not disposed of properly and ends up
clogging drains and choking the environment.
Plastic can persist in the environment for nearly a thousand years before it fully disintegrates and keeping this in mind, many organisations and
governments are looking for alternatives to tackle the problem. With plastic
making up 10% of the total waste generated, half of it is disposable or single-use. This presents a major problem as it is non-renewable and its manufacture and destruction exposes individuals and environment to many
toxins, including carcinogens.
Air pollution kills 800 people every hour or 13 every minute, accounting
for more than three times the amount of people who die from malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS combined each year. Household air pollution causes
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about 3.8 million premature deaths each year, the vast majority of them in
the developing world, and about 60% of those deaths are among women
and children. Over 93% of children worldwide live in areas where air pollution exceeds WHO guidelines, with 600,000 children under 15 dying from
respiratory tract infections in 2016.
Air pollution is responsible for 26% of deaths from ischemic heart disease, 24% of deaths from strokes, 43% from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and 29% from lung cancer. In children, it is associated
with low birth weight, asthma, childhood cancers, obesity, poor lung development and autism, among other health defects. Over 97% of cities in
low- and middle-income countries with more than 100,000 inhabitants do
not meet the WHO minimum air quality levels, and in high-income countries, 29% of cities fall short of the guidelines.
Despite growing evidence of catastrophes posed by climate change,
we are not taking necessary steps to arrest the rot. In 2015, the Paris
Agreement stated that the responsibility for halting climate change rests
with each nation. Its aim was to reduce global warming to below 2 C —
unfortunately, we are not even close to achieving the goal, and greenhouse
gas emissions continue to increase
Like other parts of the world, the Environment Day was also celebrated
in Pakistan with seminars and symposiums to sensitise the masses to the
threat of rising pollution. In the past few years alone, we have witnessed
our rivers and oceans clogged with toxic sewage, chemical waste and
plastic. Increasingly, glaciers are melting in the upper reaches of our
mighty mountains, causing flash floods and heavy rainfall and flooding that
destroy standing crops. At the same time, climate changes in the form of
intermittent droughts and heatwaves kill vegetation, animal and human
life.
That Pakistan is the world’s seventh most vulnerable country to the
risks of climate change is a well-known fact. For the past few years, several
parts of the country have been enveloped in thick smog at certain times of
the year, presenting a health emergency. According to a Washingtonbased report, Pakistan is second only to India and China when it comes
to mortality rates connected to poor air quality. Today, Pakistan has a prime
minister who refers to himself as an environmentalist. But this idealism
needs to be translated into short and long-term policy measures to make
a real change in the situation.
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Taxation

Tax system’s threats
to economy
Muhammad Hassan

The newly-appointed Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) Chairman Shabbar
Zaidi has termed the existing system a serious threat to the economy. The
accumulation of untaxed wealth, flawed taxation policies and administrative loopholes have led to a situation where Pakistan finds it hard to put
the economy on the path to recovery.
In a letter to Prime Minister Imran Khan, the FBR chairman has pointed
out flaws in the tax system, which have led to substantial accumulation of
untaxed wealth. “Pakistan’s tax collection system generates less than 10
percent of GDP. Even that collection is made through indirect taxes, not
being the real income. The system is not workable and it poses a serious
economic threat to the country,” he added. His observation comes at a
time when Pakistan faces a huge revenue shortfall. The FBR collection
during the first 11 months of the outgoing fiscal year posted a historic shortfall of nearly Rs447 billion during the July-May period. The provisional figures show that the revenue collection was recorded at Rs3.303 trillion
during the 11 months of the outgoing fiscal year as against Rs3.751tr projected for the period. The government has projected a revenue collection
target of Rs4.398tr for year 2018-19.
According to estimates, only one percent people carry the burden of
the entire state. Despite hectic efforts, less than two million people – out
of the 220 million population – have so far been encouraged to file returns.
Only three hundred companies in Pakistan pay 85pc of the tax. Over 90pc
industrial consumers of electricity do not pay sales tax. Over 50pc companies registered with the Security and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) also do not pay sales tax. Over 100,000 companies are registered
with the SECP but only 50,000 file returns. There are more than 3.1 million
commercial electricity connections but more than 90pc of them are outside
the tax net. The banking data shows that there are 50m account holders
in the country but just 400,000 are paying taxes. The government is collecting data from 28 countries and has already received data about
152,000 people. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has asked the
government for a target of Rs5.5 trillion for 2019-20. However, the FBR
asked for it to be lowered to around Rs5tr or Rs5.2tr.
The government’s plan to increase next fiscal’s revenue target to
Rs5.550 trillion is almost 35.4pc or Rs1.450tr higher than the outgoing
year’s revised estimate of Rs4.100tr. The government aims to bring fiscal
consolidation, austerity and additional revenue mobilization. According to
Prime Minister’s Adviser on Finance and Economic Affairs Dr Hafeez
Sheikh, a roadmap will be announced to set the stage for about 12 months
of stabilisation followed by recovery and then to move on to the growth
trajectory.
In the situation, the FBR has planned schemes to bring millions of retailers into the tax net. All retailers, with a covered area of 1,000 square
feet, will have to install cash machines linked with the tax department to
ascertain the exact sale value and then deduction of tax on it. The FBR
will also bring distributors of motorcycles, cars, ghee, cooking oil and oth-
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ers into the tax system. Three schemes are ready for small, medium and
big retailers. Small retailers, with covered areas of 240 square feet, will
pay fixed tax as all shopkeepers would have to come into the tax system
by paying a fixed amount of tax. Medium-size retailers, with a covered area
of more than 240 sq feet but less than 1000 sq feet, will have to pay their
tax according to their electricity bills. The scheme was also announced in
the 90’s but failed to provide desired results. However, the power distribution companies will be directed to provide electricity connections to only
those who are registered with the tax system. For big retailers, with covered areas of 1000 sq feet, cash machines would be mandatory.
In another development, the FBR has been authorized to get information from banks. It will receive withholding data from all banks and use it
into a databank developed with the help of the National Database Registration Authority (NADRA) to broaden the narrow tax base. The databank
possesses all kinds of information about potential non-filers but it had a
missing link of banks data. The FBR is confident that the data of withholding deductions will help broaden the tax base.
The government believes the documentation of the economy, bringing
untaxed sectors into the mainstream through various measures, including
an assets declaration scheme and data gathering, will help recover historic
high revenue. The government has decided to launch a movement for increasing tax collection equitably on all the taxable income. It is acquiring
data of economic transactions from third parties, including banks, excise
and taxation departments and other offices to net tax evaders.
Undoubtedly, the present system is not sustainable for Pakistan and
its people. Social services can only be provided when there is adequate
collection of revenue. In the presence of the massive loopholes in the system and a large number of companies and individuals out of the tax net,
there is no wonder Pakistan failed to gain self-reliance even after 70 years
of its inception. Successive governments relied on internal and foreign
loans to run the affairs of the country. The tax collection figures are horrible
but they also provide a huge opportunity to the government to collect
record revenue by bringing all potential individuals and companies into the
tax net. However, people should not be harassed for it.
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Confrontation

Iran’s resistance
paying off?
Muhammad Ali

US President Donald Trump and his aides have started sending messages
of “unconditional” talks to Iranian officials after months of bitter confrontation.
The dialogue offers are being seen as a victory for Iran, which refused to bow
to the US pressure in the wake of harsh international sanctions.
The dialogue offers are in contrast to recent actions of the US, which reimposed sanctions on Iran last year and ratcheted them up in May, ordering
all countries to halt imports of Iranian oil. In recent weeks, it has also hinted
at military confrontation, saying it was sending extra forces to the Middle East
to respond to an Iranian threat. Cooling down his rhetoric recently, Donald
Trump said he was hopeful Iran would come to the negotiating table to reach
a new deal. His Secretary of State Mike Pompeo is also ready to talk to Iranian officials with “no preconditions.” However, Iranian supreme leader Seyyed
Ali Khamenei said his people and authorities would not fall for US President
Donald Trump’s political ploys. Addressing a ceremony in Tehran, he warned
that the US recourse to political approaches aimed at creating an impression
that it had abandoned its subversive ways against the Islamic Republic. He
lauded Iran’s “doctrine of resistance” against imperialism and said the goal
behind pursuing resistance was to reach the point of economic, political, social, and military deterrence.
Iranian Military Chief Major General Mohammad Bagheri also dismissed
any negotiations with Washington on Iran's missile programme. “The Iranian
nation will not retreat an iota from its defensive capabilities,” Bagheri said.
President Hassan Rouhani suggested Iran might be willing to hold talks if the
United States showed it respect, but insisted that Tehran would not be pressured into negotiations. Iran has also warned that oil prices will jump beyond
$100 a barrel if the first bullet is fired in the Persian Gulf. A top military aide
to Ali Khamenei warned that the US military vessels in the Persian Gulf were
within the range of Iranian missiles. Yahya Rahim Safavi said, “The Americans are fully aware that their military forces in the region are within the Iran's
missile range and all US and foreigners’ navy in the Persian Gulf are within
the range of land-to-sea missiles of the Revolution Guards. The first bullet
fired in the Persian Gulf will push oil prices above $100. This would be unbearable to America, Europe and the US allies, like Japan and South Korea,”
Rahim Safavi was quoted as saying by the Iranian media.
According to the New York Times, President Trump and his aides have
sent a dizzying, seemingly conflicting set of messages to Iran in recent
weeks, ordering more troops to the Middle East and a carrier to the Arabian
Sea as military threats even while declaring that Washington is seeking new
negotiations, not war. European allies, still trying to save a 2015 deal to restrain Iran’s nuclear programme that Mr. Trump abandoned a year ago, are
trying to make sense of the administration’s strategy. It appears Mr. Trump
wants to play the role of neither conqueror nor courtier, walking a fine line
between military threats and diplomatic outreach but committing to neither.
At various points, he has warned that there is “always a chance” of conflict
with Iran while urging negotiations — with no visible plan to make them happen, the newspaper observed.
Some American officials fear the president may have undercut his own
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leverage by repeating that he does not want a conflict with Iran — deliberate
or accidental — as the 2020 election approaches. And Mr. Trump has recently distanced himself from the White House national security adviser, John
R. Bolton, who publicly advocated regime change in Iran for years before
joining the administration. But Mr. Trump has also shown little interest in setting up a real diplomatic process to begin talks with Iranian leaders, the officials said, including resisting the kind of secret, back-channel discussions
that President Barack Obama started several years before broad negotiations
began. In short, Mr. Trump neither avidly supports engaging Iran nor wants
to be so confrontational to provoke Tehran into lashing out. Administration
officials insist this middling course has worked — at least so far, the newspaper noted.
On May 21, Patrick Shanahan, the acting US defense secretary, claimed
that the alleged threat from Iran had diminished as a result of an American
show of force in the Middle East. All the while, democratic lawmakers have
been warning that anti-Iran hawks in the Donald Trump administration are
laying the groundwork for an armed conflict with Tehran, noted Mojtaba
Barghandan, an Iranian researcher, Middle East political and security analyst.
As a country with a dark history of war, occupation, genocide and war crimes,
the US is certainly afraid of every tiny move around the globe. In contrast,
the Islamic Republic of Iran believes that prevention is better than rehabilitation, he elaborated.
Experts say Iran has always taken necessary actions for defensive purposes since the inception of the Islamic Revolution. On top of that, it reacts
to threats with diplomatic language first and if it does not operate, it would
prefer to recourse to international communities before applying the same language as the source of the threat. The US military's continuous threats and
rhetorical retreats through official and unofficial statements are for setting a
new agenda behind the scenes. It is not because the US military may come
to a conclusion that the Islamic Republic's military is really punching above
its weight.
Although this agenda setting may decrease the probability of a real war
between Iran and the US, yet it may in the long run enforce changes in various parameters for both sides such as political stability, economic capability
and military strength that are the main elements in measuring the balance of
power among states. The perception of a threat may also emerge depending
on the interpretation of the threat in different situations. The threat interpretations are neither imaginary nor can be taken solely as the base for threat
perception. At the same time, the extent that an action can be interpreted as
a threat may depend on the history of the two sides' background of conflicts.
Thus, based on the historical facts, there has been neither a real war nor
long-lasting cooperation between the two countries, but rather some consensuses between them when and wherever it has been necessary for the
preservation of their strategic interests. The threat for Iran and the US can
be interpreted based on the history of their interactions and counteractions
and the variety of tools they have employed to enforce the other side to retreat wherever and whenever it has been applicable.
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Fuel prices

Another addition to
PTI’s bad records
Muhammad Zain

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government has set another bad record
by hiking fuel prices to an unprecedented level in the country’s history. Inflation, the rate of dollar against the Pakistan rupee and loans obtained in
10 months by any government are already the highest in Pakistan’s history.
When the government increased the prices of petroleum products by
up to 4pc for the month of June, they touched the highest-ever mark in the
country’s history. The hike came despite a cut in the international crude
market price of $67 a barrel, which is almost half of the 2008 highest record
of $147, when retail prices stood below Rs80 per litre. The crude price had
dropped by 7pc in the Arabian Gulf market — the source of Pakistani imports — over the last month from $72 on April 28 to $67 per barrel on May
29, but the currency devaluation caused the major negative impact. New
prices of petrol and high speed diesel are Rs112.68 and Rs126.82 per
litre, respectively.
Earlier, the Pakistani rupee fell to record lows in recent weeks after the
government agreed to a $6 billion loan from the International Monetary
Fund. At a point, the rupee was sold at Rs152 to a US dollar in the interbank market which was unprecedented. Pakistan’s benchmark stock index
erased half its market value over the past two years as the deterioration
in the economy prompted rating agencies to downgrade the nation. The
currency has plunged more than 20pc in the past year, the worst performer
in a basket of 13 currencies in Asia. The rupee depreciated by 29pc in
May alone. The currencies of Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Nepal are stable in comparison with Pakistan’s.
Analysts say the way the PTI government has launched a borrowing
spree in the world, it will surpass the previous Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) government in loan growth in just three years. According
to estimates, the PTI government is projected to add over Rs10 trillion to
public debt during its first three years, due to rigidity in expenditures, increase in interest rates and currency devaluation. The debt will be equal
to the burden added by the PML-N in its five years. According to the government’s own estimates, the debt to the GDP ratio will remain closer to
70pc by June 2021, which could be lower than the level left by the PMLN but far higher than the target set in the Fiscal Responsibility and Debt
Limitation Act of 2005. When the PML-N government completed its term
in 2018, public debt was Rs24.95 trillion, according to the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP). During the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) tenure (20082013), public debt surged from Rs6 trillion to Rs14 trillion. During the next
five years of the PML-N, it hit the Rs25 trillion mark. By the end of June,
public debt could hit Rs29.4 trillion, equal to 75pc of GDP.
The massive hike in fuel prices has added to inflation, which has already surged to an unprecedented level. Consumer prices, influenced by
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faster rupee depreciation and rise in energy prices, have already increased
to their highest level in five years. The average inflation during the JulyMarch period rose by 6.79pc on a yearly basis. The government is expecting the inflation rate to remain on the higher trajectory over the next couple
of years owing to second-round effect of currency depreciation, higher energy prices, rising commodity prices in international market and base
money creation. Average inflation is expected to be 8.5 per cent in the
next fiscal year (2019-20) that may touch 10pc by fiscal year 2020-21. An
expected increase in energy and petroleum prices in July will also add to
the problem.
Despite the odds, Fitch Solutions, a US-based global research house,
expects stability to return to Pakistan’s economy after the government has
made two tough decisions recently. The research arm of Fitch Ratings said
in a report that the 150 basis point interest rate hike would support stabilisation in inflation over the coming months. “In particular, the interest rate
hike has brought the real interest rate firmly into the positive territory of
around 3.5pc, which should help to stabilise the rupee and hence the
prices of imported goods. It forecast the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to
maintain its benchmark interest rate at 12.25pc throughout 2019,” it observed.
The SBP earlier announced a 150 basis points increase in its benchmark interest rate to 12.25pc following a 5.7pc devaluation of the rupee to
around Rs148 per dollar on May 17, from around Rs140 previously. Fitch
Solutions said higher interest rates and a more stable currency would ease
consumer price inflation, which has already started to fall slightly to 8.8pc
year-on-year in April from 9.4pc year-on-year in March. “We believe that
the recent hikes will be able to counter the inflationary pressure resulting
from rising oil prices. Accordingly, we forecast inflation to stabilise to an
average of 7pc in FY20, slightly higher than SBP’s target of 6pc for FY19,
but considerably lower from the 8.8pc year-on-year recorded in April,” it
noted. It forecast Pakistan’s growth to slow over the near term, given the
aggressive hike in interest rates. “In addition to the likely fiscal consolidation measures agreed as part of the International Monetary Fund’s extended fund facility deal, the 150 bps interest rate hike will discourage
investment as well as consumer spending.”Despite a plethora of bad
news, people have still not lost hope from the government and believe it
will improve its performance in coming days, though they have received
one setback after the other in the first 10 months of Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s government.
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Indian elections

India’s counter-revolution
Shahid Hussain

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s party and allies have won more than 350
seats in the 525-strong Lok Sabha, the lower house of the Indian parliament. The landslide victory is being seen as a win for far-right Hindu nationalism and a threat to India’s secular democracy with more violence
feared against Muslims and other minorities.
Many analysts in Pakistan believe Narendra Modi has won the election
on the basis of his aggressive stance against Pakistan and they fear relations between the two countries will not improve after his re-election, as he
will attempt to use the card in the next election too. According to The New
York Times, “No matter that the bombs according to independent security
advisers missed their targets or that Pakistan downed an Indian fighter jet
the next day, jingoism engulfed India and Mr Modi’s approval ratings shot
up. In the campaign’s final days, he brought up the airstrike again and again.”
Modi’s election win will embolden the reactionary elements at work in
India, unleashing them even further, and lead to even more violence against
Muslims, wrote Dibyesh Anand, a professor of politics at the University of
Westminster, in the Independent. “The election results come with no silver
lining. Jingoism and Islamophobia has propelled the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to an even stronger showing than in 2014. With the opposition parties
remaining weak, its clear majoritarian nationalism is the hegemonic political
force in India.”
Majoritarian nationalism in its essence is the idea that since Hindus are
the numerical majority, the political parties should privilege their identity and
aspirations and do away with the secularism, that in their view, is nothing
more than the appeasement of minorities. The fact that Muslims as a religious minority, around 14.2pc of the total population, have suffered persistently from economic, social and political marginalisation over decades will
simply not be allowed to puncture the myth of minority appeasement. The
fact is that the BJP and Modi have won not despite the divisive politics they
espouse but precisely because of it,” he observed.
The election was successfully framed as a vote for or against Narendra
Modi, as he cultivated an image of himself as a strong leader who would
stand against secularist ideas of minority rights; speak for the nation imagined primarily as Hindu; crush resistance against Indian rule in Muslim-majority Kashmir; and take on the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The BJP put
up controversial candidates such as Hindu religious figures who called the
killer of Mahatma Gandhi a “patriot”; called for the expulsion of all Muslims
out of the country and some who are under trial for acts of terrorism against
Muslims. Others have insisted there is no need for future elections because
Narendra Modi – a member himself of India’s far-right Hindu organisation
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh – will implement a Hindu Raj.
International and Indian analysts fear that by the time of the next election,
India’s key public institutions – its media, universities, and law courts – may
have been subordinated to a government that regards opposition as an illegitimate obstacle to an overarching aim: creating an India entirely different
from the secular dream of Nehru and Gandhi. Experts say Modi’s government has become a different enterprise altogether over the years. Crucial
to that change has been the increasing power of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a volunteer ultranationalist organisation founded in 1925
that acted as a progenitor to the BJP. As New Delhi-based journalist Pragya
Tiwari recently said, the BJP and RSS combination is a “counter revolution”
that seeks to eliminate secularism, the non-communal basis of Indian politics
since independence, and instead define India as an essentially Hindu state.
A poll from The Hindu newspaper suggested that some 51pc of Hindus
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in India had voted for the BJP, even communities such as the Dalits, who
are one of India’s most socially isolated and economically excluded groups.
At the same time, 80pc of Muslims who were surveyed declared that they
disliked the party. Nur Laiq, a fellow at Oxford’s TORCH centre for the humanities, observes that Modi’s government will now be empowered to dominate yet more of the civil society institutions, including the courts, civil
service and Reserve Bank of India, which have for years been the liberal
current in the country’s democracy. These institutions may find their freedoms curtailed. As James Manor of the University of London puts it, in India,
“universities will be silenced in two to three years.”
Modi and the BJP are accused of undermining various state institutions
but the truth is the process had started long before they took power, observes the Aljazeera. Today, human life in India is cheap because the criminal justice system is broken and the rule of law is far from firm. For decades
on end the liberal elite, who has had privileged access to justice, has
thought little to push for necessary reforms that might have mended a broken system preying on its own people and inoculated the country against
social division and upheaval. They have turned a blind eye to endemic delays in the delivery of justice and judicial manipulation. As a result, perpetrators of crimes of various scale have not only enjoyed impunity but have
also been able to infiltrate the political system. Some 43pc of the newlyelected members to the lower house of Parliament face criminal charges,
up from 34pc in 2014. They hail from all major political parties and have
among their ranks prominent names like terror suspect Pragya Singh
Thakur from the BJP and Dean Kuriakose from the Congress party, who
stands accused in some 200 different criminal cases.
The criminal justice system is by no means the only institution to fail the
masses. There has long been a deep disconnect between public institutions
and the ordinary Indian; structural vulnerabilities have made the former susceptible to political pressure over time. The liberal elite has of late been
raising the alarm on infringements on the central bank, the Central Bureau
of Investigation, the constitutional court of the country and the election commission. The latter came under the spotlight when it was accused of favouring the BJP in the elections. Yet those who have followed Indian electoral
politics closely would know that much-needed reforms that could have safeguarded its independence were ignored for years even before 2014.
But the commission's lapses are not the only issue with the electoral
process. There are a number of ways in which the level playing field can
and was distorted by the ruling dispensation - disproportionate access to
money tops the list. Campaign finance is the ageing elephant in the room
and no political party has been inclined to bring about reforms that encourage transparency and regulation in this context. The elites have largely ignored the problem, as they themselves have benefitted from the status quo.
The role of the media as a watchdog of democracy in India has also
been eroded. The BJP's victory was a victory of consent manufactured
through propaganda by pliable mainstream media and fake news. It was
aided by journalistic complacency and failure to push for self-regulation and
come up with technological and regulatory solutions to defeat lies.
Analysts fear the promotion of the Hindu far right, the subversion of
democratic institutions and the subscription to undemocratic ideology will
play an important role in the likely transformation of India towards an authoritarian ethnic democracy under Modi's second tenure. Those, who
will suffer the most in the process, will be the minorities and disadvantaged groups.
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Budget freeze

Army’s profound
commitment to Pakistan
Husnain Shahid

In an unprecedented move, the Pakistani Army has decided to voluntarily
freeze its budget for the next fiscal year to help the government tackle a
critical financial situation. It will not only provide fiscal space to the government and provide relief to people, but also proves the absolute commitment
of the armed forces to the country and its people after making huge sacrifices in the war against terrorism.
Prime Minister Imran Khan took to Twitter to announce the development
and appreciate the military’s “unprecedented voluntary initiative of stringent
cuts in their defence expenditures for the next financial year because of
the country’s critical financial situation. This will allow money to be spent
on the development of the tribal regions bordering Afghanistan, still recovering from more than a decade-long insurgency, and Balochistan province.”
Commenting on the military’s decision to forgo the annual increase in
the defence budget, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed
Bajwa said the voluntary cut in defence spending was not a favour to the
nation. “Irrespective of the voluntary cut in the defence budget in the upcoming financial year, there shall be no impact on our response potential
to all types of threat and the quality of life of the soldiers,” he was quoted
as saying while speaking to troops after offering Eid prayers. The Army
Chief said the best Eid for a soldier was to take pride in defending the
motherland even on such festive days away from his family. “Remember,
for us, the defenders of Pakistan, our first family is the Pakistani nation,
then the ones back home,” he said while addressing the servicemen. Talking about the military’s decision to forgo a routine increase in the military
budget, he said “the initiative is not a favour to the nation as we are one,
through thick and thin.” He also elaborated that “the no pay raise decision
is also only for the officers and not for the soldiers. We shall manage the
shortfall during the fiscal year by tightening our belt in areas where it
doesn’t affect.”
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director General (DG) Major
General Asif Ghafoor said the voluntary cut in the defence budget for a
year would “not be at the expense of defence and security. We shall maintain effective response potential to all threats,” he added on Twitter.
Eminent analysts have welcomed the Pakistan Army's decision of a
voluntary reduction in the budget. Talking to the Voice of America, Lt-General (Retired) Talat Masood said that it was an appreciable move by the
Pakistan Army to voluntary cut its budget. “Now, every department in Pakistan has to play its due role in helping the country come out of the financial
crisis,” he observed. Talking to the BBC radio, analyst Maria Sultan said
the decision was in accordance with the country's requirements and
showed that Pakistan did not want an arms race in the region.
Some analysts say though the budget figures will remain static, yet in
reality it would mean lesser available money for the troops due to the devaluation of the rupee and inflation; and hence they describe it a cut in defence expenditure. Military sources say there will be no arms procurement
during the next fiscal year, expenditure on rations/TA&DA will be cut, overheads would be rationalised and there wouldn’t be pay raise for officers
due to the freeze.
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Little details are officially available about the impact of the budget freeze
that comes against the backdrop of the government’s agreement with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a $6b bailout package. The IMF,
while announcing the staff-level agreement last month, had said the forthcoming budget would aim for a primary deficit of 0.6pc of GDP. The primary
deficit is expected to be little over 2pc during the outgoing fiscal year ending on June 30. The IMF had said the reduction in the deficit would be
achieved through taxation measures, including elimination of exemptions,
curtailment of special treatments and improvement in the tax administration. It had, however, long been speculated by financial analysts that the
government would be forced to cut all expenditures, including defence
spending.
Earlier in February, the government had decided not to make any cuts
in the country’s defence budget for the ongoing year. “The country’s defence budget is already low as compared to other states in the region, and
therefore, it should be increased,” the then information minister, Fawad
Chaudhry, had said. However, the government had announced last month
that all civil and military institutions would contribute to the austerity-oriented federal budget for 2019-20. “There will be austerity in the coming
budget. We will try to keep government expenditures to the minimum possible level,” Prime Minister’s Adviser on Finance and Economic Affairs Dr
Hafeez Sheikh had said. “We will all stand together on it, whether it is civilian or army (institutions) or the private sector.”
Analysts say the decision by the armed forces is a major blow to critics
and opposition parties, who blame the establishment for bringing the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government to power with an intention to increase its influence and budget. But contrary to it, the armed forces have
decided to stand behind the government to help it tackle the economic crisis. The move by the armed forces will also alleviate the suffering of people
of tribal areas and Balochistan.
By announcing a voluntary cut in its budget, the army has not only expressed solidarity with the government, but also raised hopes of the nation
from the government to improve the economy. It is the responsibility of the
government to reciprocate the move and cut its all unnecessary expenditure. An economic revival is vital for it, all institutions and the people of the
country.
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Conflict

The return of
Afghan refugees
Raza Khan

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government has asked the federal government to finally send back millions of Afghan refugees to their country and
they should not be given any extension in stay after June 30, 2019, the last
day of their last extension. The demand from the federal government about
the Afghan refugees is apt and profoundly justified for a number of reasons.
Most of the millions of Afghan refugees in Pakistan have been living in
KP and have been a huge, rather an unbearable burden on the meager resource base of the province. According to the KP Information Minister,
Shaukat Yousafzai, due to the presence of millions of Afghan refugees, the
economy and infrastructure of the province have been in tatters. Moreover,
he also said that as a large number of Afghan refugees have been involved
in heinous crimes, including terrorism, therefore, the province and the country
cannot afford to give any further extension in stay to the aliens. The fact of
the matter is that with the rise of the so-called PTM, a self-appointed champion of Pakhtun rights, the repatriation of millions of Afghan refugees has become even more critical for Pakistan. It is quite obvious that the PTM has
been getting full-fledged support from Afghanistan and this has been admitted by its members. One must recall that when the PTM for the first time
started holding demonstrations against the killing of Naqeebullah Mehsud in
a suspected police encounter in Karachi and made it a case of “atrocities”
on Pashtuns, no other than Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, spoke in support
of the group.
Here, it is important to note that the demand of the KP government from
the federal government of Prime Minister Imran Khan, despite that both are
ruled by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), not to grant further extension in
the stay of Afghan refugees is diametrically opposed to what the premier had
said a few months back. In a strange statement, PM Imran Khan had said
that his government was considering naturalizing Afghan refugees and
Bangladeshis living in Pakistan. The statement had raised serious concerns
in different walks of life and many political parties. While it could not be understood that in what context PM Khan made the statement, but it seems
that while doing so, he was not fully aware of the legal, political and social
pitfalls, which the step would precipitate.
Later, PM Khan and his ministers tried to clarify that the statement about
naturalizing Afghan refugees in Pakistan was made as there was no other
option to deal with these foreigners living for long in Pakistan. Some ministers
and government spokesmen unsuccessfully tried to defend the statement
about naturalizing Afghan refugees by PM Khan by stating that he was just
mentioning Afghans living in Karachi. This did not make sense at all that a
country would take a decision to naturalize foreigners living in one of its cities
or part and leave others. This was not at all practicable because once foreign
citizens in one part of Pakistan are naturalized, it would set an example. As
the statement and whatever half-cooked plan it was to naturalize millions of
Afghan citizens was totally irrational and would continue to be irrational, therefore, it has been unheard of since then.
It is important to note that Pakistan is under no legal compulsion to naturalize Afghans living as refugees in Pakistan. Moreover, Pakistan is not even
a signatory of the Convention on Refugees & Forced Migration. Even Pakistan is under no legal bar to naturalize children born to Afghan refugees in
Pakistan because their parents have been living in the country as refugees
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not in any other legal status, therefore, children born to them also do not have
any legal rights inside Pakistan.
It is also noteworthy that Afghan refugees living in Pakistan constitute
one of the largest refugee populations anywhere in the world. In fact, for a
long time in the past, Afghan refugees in Pakistan were the largest refugee
population in a single country. At the height of international conflict in
Afghanistan in 1980s, there were four million Afghans living as refugees
in Pakistan. The number remained somewhat constant for a long time but
still there are no less than two million Afghan refugees still living in Pakistan. But a very important aspect of the Afghan refugee population in Pakistan is that the number of their children is not less than 6-7 million by
reserves estimates.
It is not only KP province but also Balochistan province, where the second largest Afghan refugee population lives, has been objecting to their
continued stay there. Baloch ethnic political groups for long have been critical of the Pakistan central government and powers-that-be policy of keeping such a large number of Afghans in Pakistan. As the predominant
majority of Afghans in Pakistan have been Pashtuns, Pakistani Pashtun
parties, like Awami National Party, mainly in KP and particularly
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party (PkMAP) of Mahmud Khan Achakzai, have
been helping Afghans to get Pakistan national identity cards (NIC). Pakistan
NIC has been the only document that could open vistas of every benefit to
their possessors, including jobs and becoming members of parliament. How
easy has been the attainment of the Pakistani NIC is known to everyone
and particularly when supporters of parties, like the ANP and PkMAP, were
there in government institutions? PkMAP chairman Achakzai has been of
the opinion that KP belongs to Afghans and they have been living in their
“fatherland” and therefore, cannot be sent back by Pakistan.
Baloch ethnic parties have been at daggers drawn with PkMAP, primarily
for helping Afghan refugees getting Pakistan NICs and, thus, disturbing the
demographic balance of Balochistan. Baloch ethnic parties have been complaining, very rightly, that Balochs have become minority in their own province
due to a large number of Afghans getting Pakistani nationality fraudulently.
Balochistan National Party-Mengal (BNP-M), which is an important part
of the PTI-led coalition government of Pakistan, raised serious concerns
about PM Khan statement. BNP-M head Sardar Akhtar Mengal very rightly
said that the prime minister should have first consulted with his coalition partners before making a statement about Afghan refugees living in Pakistan.
Balochistan is a very sensitive issue for any government in Islamabad and,
therefore, it has to be extremely careful to deal with the province. Now with
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a great hope for the revival
of the Pakistan economy, is all set to initiate from Balochistan, repatriating
Afghans living in the province should be the priority. Otherwise, many Afghan
refugees in Pakistan have been working as Indian agents and one better
knows the intention of Delhi to sabotage the CPEC and create unrest in
Balochistan.
So it is high time that the federal government must act upon the advise
and demand of two of its federating units while the other two also have no
objections to sending back millions of Afghan refugees to their country as at
least KP and Balochistan cannot afford to keep them further.
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Deprivation

Frustration in
tribal areas
Raza Khan

Without any doubt, the population of the former FATA and now merged
tribal districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province has been suffering
for the last 20 years with the start of the war on terror and its focus on
neighbouring Afghanistan.
The most affected part of the tribal population has been its largest
but young section. The young people living in former FATA faced terrorism, military operations, displacements, and economic losses. The
suffering created multiple frustrations in the population of the merged
tribal districts and the frustrations are now been capitalized upon
groups, like the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM). The PTM, in the
garb of ethnic rights, has been exploiting the sentiments of the young
men and women of the tribal districts for its vested interest of pitting
the people against the state. This is, indeed, a very dangerous situation
for the country and its institutions. So, there may be other means to negotiate with such groups but the best way to dissuade people from extending their support to them by taking solid measures.
There has been a least interest in the region itself and its people,
particularly their needs and aspirations. This has created a lot of confusion in the minds of the outsiders about the inhabitants of the erstwhile FATA. The realty has been that the residents of the tribal areas
are humans, like any other place of the world. They are as genius, hardworking and desirous of development as people elsewhere. However,
social structures and structures of governance, the state had designed
for the region, have prevented the people of the tribal areas from using
their genius, to engage in hard work and development.
The potential of the youthful portion of the former FATA population
has never been felt by the state authorities. Politicians and political governments as well as the bureaucracy, all are responsible for the callous
attitude towards the young men and women of the merged tribal districts.
Only the young men and women of the region know their real problems, developmental needs and aspirations. Therefore, they need to
be heard. This would give a new dimension to the policies on the region
and make them more rationale, having the potential of success.
Noticeably, the highest number of people among the ranks of the
Pakistani militant and terrorist groups had comprised young men from
former FATA. Moreover, after 9/11 the merged tribal districts of KP had
become the largest terrorist, hub using the name of Islam. Against this
backdrop, it was expected that the government must have a well-articulated policy in place for educating and employing the youths of the regions. Lack of education and employment opportunities have been the
biggest pull and push factors for youths to join militant and terrorist organizations. The pull of becoming popular and have power and the
push of adverse personal and family economic position have driven
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thousands of youths towards the terrorist and militant groups. On the
other hand, it is also important to note that most of the militant commanders of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) have been young
men from the ex-FATA. Hakimullah Mehsud, the former head of the
TTP, who was said to be in his early 30s, was a case in point. In this
context, formulation and full-fledge execution of a youth policy for the
former FATA was critical. As the policy was not formulated, the situation
went out of control of the authorities and more and more youths of the
region fell prey to the propaganda and pull of the charm of possessing
arms of the militants.
Now, due to a policy vacuum about the young population of the
merged tribal districts of KP, their frustrations remains unaddressed and
has become more seething. As militant groups in the region have been
defeated by the state forces, the youths are no more attracted and compelled to join the armed militias. However, they are now getting attracted towards groups, like PTM, which is exploiting the situation to
the hilt.
The formulation of a policy to address the problems and issues of
the youth of former FATA as well as to enable them to use their talent
in the best of manners for the country, society and community has been
of extraordinary importance. The policies ought to respond to the needs
and issues of the youths, otherwise they cannot be termed “policies.”
The reason is that policies are made to benefit the people, rather their
greatest number.
Importantly, 80 per cent of the people of the former FATA were dependent on farming and natural resources. There is a need for sustained investment in the industrial, mineral, and technical education
sectors. It will revive the livelihood and engage more and more young
people.
The rate of education among the youth of the former FATA is extremely low. Without significant percentage of the population, that is at
least 70 percent uneducated, the process of change in the tribal regions cannot be meaningfully started, implemented and sustained.
Therefore, policymakers must lay out ways and means to increase the
rate of literacy in the tribal districts.
As the tribal areas lag far behind in economic and infrastructure development, youth-specific policies must chart out the areas and the
processes within the areas where the young men and women could
play their role in the economic and infrastructure development of the
region.
It is high time to address the frustration of the young men and
women of the merged tribal districts, otherwise groups, like the PTM,
would continue to emerge and exploit their sentiments, creating more
and more problems for the state and society.
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Electricity

The stubborn
circular debt
Muhammad Jahangir

The power sector continues to be jolted by circular debt. Circular debt,
which is basically an accumulation of unpaid bills, runs through the entire
power-generation chain. Power distributing companies cannot make recoveries from consumers and, in turn, cannot clear their dues owed to
power producers. This results in the latter defaulting on payments to fuel
suppliers and refiners.
It may be recalled here that the previous government had committed
to the IMF under the Stand-By-Agreement that it would prepare a plan that
would clearly identify all elements of circular debt, including the identification and reconciliation of all debts owed to corporations, checking the validity of the claims, a schedule for the clearance of all liabilities by the
respective entities. But none of the commitments were met with the result
that the power sector continues to be a major focus of concern for the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
At a recently held meeting of the cabinet committee on energy resources rationalization, serious issues came up regarding the exact
amount of circular debt. It is further reported that the federal and provincial
governments were unable to reconcile the figures for electricity bills against
provincial governments even at the forum of the Council of Common Interests (CCI).
Needless to say, the power sector remains in crisis due to circular debt,
which in turn, is a consequence of serious structural issues which include
tariff rationalization, tariff differential gap, transmission losses and non-recovery of dues. The government has not only been able to control losses
but, according to the latest estimate, the overall recovery of the power sector against each 100 units purchased from power producers has declined
to 67 units. Needless to say, as long as the transmission losses are not
controlled and dues recovery rate not improve substantially, circular debt
will remain a halter round the neck of the power sector.
The previous two governments of the PPP and the PML-N tried to solve
the problem but circular debt continued to grow. Against this background,
the present government has decided to eliminate circular debt in stages.
At a high-level meeting held a few weeks ago, PM Imran Khan was informed that circular debt, which increased by Rs450 billion during 201718, would be eliminated by the next year. The meeting was called to
discuss developments in the energy sector during which the premier was
briefed by the energy ministry’s power division about reforms in the power
sector, including the target to get rid of circular debt by December 2020.
Power Division Secretary Irfan Ali informed the meeting about efforts for
removing impediments in power transmission, measures to curb power
theft and cope with the issue of circular debt.
As of now, circular debt, caused by debt piled up due to electricity leakages, theft and low recovery of bills from many state-owned offices,
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schools, police stations, mosques, monuments and others, has crossed
the Rs1.4 trillion mark. The meeting was informed that circular debt would
be brought down to Rs293 billion during the current year and to Rs96 billion by 2019-20. The prime minister was told that a 25-year plan for coping
with the demand and supply of power had also been formulated. A further
step in this direction is to tap alternative sources of energy. A fresh policy
for power production through alternate energy resources has been formulated under which 20 per cent of total electricity would be produced from
alternate resources by 2025, which would be enhanced to 30 per cent by
2030.
Simultaneously, the ministry has launched a new drive to curb power
theft and recovery of dues which has produced positive results. Within four
months, the additional power dues worth Rs48 billion had been recovered
that would touch the Rs80 billion mark by year end and Rs190 billion till
June 2020. In this context, special focus has been given to handling the
losses caused by theft, technical and transmission issues. As part of the
drive to curb power theft, 27,000 first information reports (FIR) had been
registered against those involved, while 4,225 people were arrested, including 433 officials of the power sector. Moreover, another 1,467 officials
had been charge-sheeted.
Another heartening development is that the production capacity of the
power system has been enhanced by 3,000 megawatt (MW) through addressing 15 major shortcomings. An important issue of the power sector
is the rising in electricity tariff. It is said that the previous governments had
failed to incorporate the expenses incurred on net hydel profits and different power projects in the power tariff, which was resulting in consumers
bearing an additional burden. The previous governments announced subsidies for different sectors but had not allocated the required amount in the
budget which made the power sector suffer. But the shortcoming has now
been overcomed as result of which power tariff will be rationalized, bringing
relief to the consumers.
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Strategy

Life under IMF
Muhammad Jahangir

In the context of an IMF programme soon to be launched in Pakistan,
it is important to identify and analyse the basic issues of the national
economy and find ways to solve them.
One of the most serious problems is the rising public debt. At almost
80 per cent of GDP, Pakistan’s public debt is projected in 2020 to be
the highest among emerging market countries. But the real threat is the
public financing needs, which in 2020 are estimated to be 46pc of GDP,
and more than three times the IMF’s 15pc of GDP high-risk threshold
for emerging markets. The IMF estimates that by 2020, the budget
deficit would rise to 9pc of GDP which is 5pc higher than the government’s own 4pc of the GDP limit set in the Fiscal Responsibility and
Debt Limitation (FRDL) Act, 2005.
While implementing IMF conditionalities, what homegrown strategy
can we adopt to lessen the pain of fiscal and monetart adjustment? One
way is to apply cuts in core government expenditure, but it is not easy.
Administrative expenditure is inflexible, while social and development spending is already at critical levels and the military budget cannot be touched due to ongoing border tensions. But we can do some
tinkering with the loss making state-owned enterprises; and subsidies
on petroleum, energy and sugar. The former will require layoffs and
higher user prices; the latter will involve further tariff increases and
tougher action against pilferage. While not easy politically, the government can ill-afford to bear these largely regressive handouts anymore.
Given our extremely narrow tax base, the IMF has demanded the
elimination of tax exemptions and harsh measures against tax evasion.
This will pit the government against the entrenched interests of the agricultural and real-estate sectors, self-employed professionals and small
businesses, and even some established industries. These are tough
reforms and long-overdue and cannot be avoided any further.
But beyond fiscal consolidation, there are issues relating to debt repayments. Much of Pakistan’s public gross financing need is due to its
short (two-year) maturity of debt: amortisations in 2020 are projected
at 37pc of GDP, just under half of the total debt stock. To bring these
down to reasonable levels, the government may have to consider reprofiling its domestic, and even some of its external, debt. Then, in the
medium term, a strategy should be put in place to maintain an average
debt maturity of at least five years. This will be far more effective than
any limit on the level of the debt-to-GDP ratio.
The challenge is greater on the external financing front. On current
policies, Pakistan’s cumulative current account deficit over 2019-2023
is projected at about $60 billion. If we include external debt amortisations of about $40b, the total debt rises to $100bn, a third of Pakistan’s
GDP.
Pakistan does not have any foreign exchange buffers to meet the
requirement. The support from Saudi Arabia and the UAE was short
term, and it could not help close the medium-term gap. In these circumstances, the IMF will likely demand full exchange rate flexibility to help
reduce the current account deficit. But this will not be without costs:
currency depreciation will raise inflation (weakening our competitive-
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ness), as well as the burden of servicing external debt. Thus, even if
necessary to stabilise foreign exchange reserves, further exchange rate
depreciation may not bring much net benefit in terms of reducing the
external financing gap.
This means some sort of a rescheduling of external debt obligations
will be needed. While the breakdown of the $40b external debt amortisation is not known, the information in the IMF’s 2018 First Post-Program Monitoring Report suggests that about half of it is likely to be
owed to official bilateral creditors (with China in the lead, followed by
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and the Paris Club). If all of these creditors
agree to reschedule their claims by five years, it could save the government $20b in foreign exchange reserves over the life of the IMF programme.
Reportedly, half of the remaining $20b is owed to multilateral institutions and half to commercial creditors. Multilaterals will not be receptive to a rescheduling request, but, with an IMF programme in place,
they should be able to provide new financing in excess of the amounts
falling due to them. One can assum they could provide net financing of
about $10b.
This leaves the debt to commercial creditors. Because of its relatively small size, it may not be worth renegotiating the debt. In this context, the Pakistan government would be well advised to examine the
successful debt exchange undertaken by Mongolia in March 2017, just
after its staff-level agreement with the IMF.
If the strategy is followed, it will provide some breathing space to
the government. It would also benefit the creditor community as a
whole, as its claims on Pakistan would have a better chance of being
repaid over the medium term. But, most importantly, it would ensure
fair burden-sharing of the required adjustment between the government, its taxpayers, and its creditors. Pakistan is in a challenging economic situation and it must play its cards well to get out of its
predicament.

15

Education

PU higher education
programmes
Rasheed Ali

Research scholar Ahmad Nawaz Khan* totally blames his supervisor for
delay in completion and submission of his thesis and timely award of an
MPhil degree to him. He is a teacher at a private school and enrolled as
an MPhil scholar at the Faculty of Science, University of the Punjab, Lahore. His session was supposed to end in 2017, but he’s still in the process
of data analysis and writing of his dissertation.
“My supervisor never encouraged me complete my lab work. He always found faults with my laboratory test findings,” complains Mr. Khan,
who does not want his and his supervisor’s original names disclosed in
the write-up. He pretends to be so afraid of his supervisor that he wants
only his faculty name shared and the department name kept secret.
“Whenever I needed his help in the laboratory, my supervisor was never
available. However, his favourite students, especially female research
scholars, always received his attention and they completed their research
work on time,” Mr. Khan levels serious allegations against his supervisor.
Ahmad Nawaz Khan’s story is not rare. You ask any research scholar,
who is behind schedule, you will come to know about lots of such stories.
And if the problem and its real causes are discussed with senior faculty
members, who act as supervisors, the blame will be shifted to the scholars,
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altogether.
However, discussions with scholars and professors make at least one
thing crystal clear that the research system in our higher educational institutions has some serious problems, and both researchers and supervisors
must be held responsible for it. The latest Quality Assurance Agency
(QAA) report on the Punjab University’s MPhil and PhD programmes aptly
proved the fact, besides highlighting various other shortcomings.
According to an English-language daily, the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HECP), in a massive crackdown last month, either halted
or stopped further intake of students at 27 PhD degree and 33 MPhil/MS
equivalent programmes at the biggest public sector university of the
province – the University of the Punjab (PU).
Shafiullah Khan, director, Quality Assurance Agency of the HECP, says
the decision was taken in the light of a report, presented by a QAA team,
after visiting and checking different programmes at PU. A six-member committee of the HEC Quality Assurance Agency (QAA), led by Dr Adnan Sarwar Khan of the National University of Modern Languages, Islamabad,
visited PU in January 2019 to review its programmes. The HEC took the
decision in the light of the recommendations of the team. The HEC also
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published a review report of the
university’s PhD and MPhil/MS
programmes, the QAA director
told Cutting Edge by telephone.
According to the QAA report, says Shafiullah Khan,
2,090 students are studying
under 55 PhD programmes in
different disciplines at Punjab
University, while the number of
PhD-qualified faculty available
at the university is 488. Also,
there are 5,598 students registered in 69 MPhil/MS programmes against 249 of
MPhil/MS.
The director says that under
the HEC rules, a total of 27 PhD
degrees and 33 MPhil/MS
equivalent programmes have to
be halted or barred from further
enrolment of students. Out of
these, six PhD and seven
MPhil/MS programmes are to
be immediately halted, while
the rest of the 21 PhD and 26
MPhil/MS programmes are to
stop further intake immediately.
The report differentiates between the two categories and
provides the following definitions for both categories:Halted: “The University should halt all the activities of the programme,
including conduction of classes, examination, thesis defence, award of degrees etc. until the HEC permits.”
Further intake stopped: “The University should not admit any scholar
to the programme until the HEC permits. The programme for enrolled students would run provided that other identified deficiencies are rectified.”
The QAA report sought immediate closure of the PhD degree programmes in the College of Art and Design, Gender Studies, the Centre for
High Energy Physics, Home Economics, and Philosophy and Polymer
Technology. The committee directed officials to stop admission to Applied
Hydrology, Applied Psychology, Arabic, Economics, Education, Entomology, Food Sciences and Technology, Geometrics, Horticulture, International Relations, Islamic Studies (Shaikh Zayed Islamic Studies), Pakistan
Studies, Persian, Plant Pathology, Political Science, Public Health, Social
Work, Sociology, Statistics, Urdu and Zoology.
The MPhil/MS equivalent programmes had been halted in the Art and
Design, the Centre for High Energy Physics, Gender Studies, Geographic
Information System and Remote Sensing, Home Economics and Polymer
Technology. The committee directed the authorities concerned to immediately stop MPhil/MS admission to Applied Hydrology, Chemistry, Education, Policy Development, Entomology, Environmental Sciences, Food
Sciences and Technology, Geometrics, Health and Administration, History,
Horticulture, Human Resource Management, International Relations, Molecular Biology, Pakistan Studies, Plant Pathology, Political Science, Public
Administration, Public Health, Social Work, Sociology, Speech Language
Pathology, Statistics and Total Quality Management.
Shafiullah Khan says that under the HEC rules, there is a requirement
of appointing three full-time relevant PhD faculty members for launching a
PhD programme, and for the MPhil/MS or equivalent programmes, two fulltime PhD holders with relevant degrees are required. “Till satisfying the
minimum criteria of launching the MPhil/MS and PhD programmes, all such
programmes should be halted with immediate effect,” he says while quoting from the report.
The QAA report alleged that the required documentation was poorly
managed and data was not provided by different departments to the HEC
officials even after repeated calls. The report said that the students were
being supervised by supervisors from other departments, having different
specialisations. It said that courses, that were being taught at MPhil-level
programmes, were not consistent and not per the approved codes of the
Academic Council.
The committee members also found that the student-teacher ratio in
many programmes was not followed as per the limit prescribed by the
HEC, there was a large number of enrolment in many programmes where
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enough PhD faculty was not available. For example, Dr Farah Malik is supervising eight students of PhD Applied Psychology.
The report said that the minimum and maximum duration of graduatelevel programmes, as per HEC guidelines, was not being followed.
Whereas, during interactions with students, the committee found that they
had to wait for a long time for allocation of supervisors after completing
their coursework. Moreover, it was found that the students had to wait for
their dissertation defence after submission of their theses. The committee
also found that at PU, after completion of coursework, the rule of PhD students appearing in a comprehensive examination within a month was not
being followed in most of the cases.
The report quoted various examples to emphasise its findings. It said,
“there is only one PhD teacher employed in the programmes of MPhil/PhD
Gender Studies and a number of MPhil/PhD students are under the supervision of the faculty of other departments.” Also, the students of the
MBIT are being supervised by the officials of other universities. There are
a number of enrolments in the programmes such as Sociology, Education,
Chemistry, Islamic Studies and Social Work that have dearth of PhD faculty.
The revision in curricula of various programmes, says the report, has
not been regularly undertaken as is the case of MPhil Botany. Furthermore,
NOCs have not been obtained from the QAD-HEC for the programmes
launched after Nov 7, 2013 such as PhD Polymer Technology, and MS
GIS/RS. Surprisingly, the MS GIS/RS programme was launched in the absence of PhD faculty.
On the other hand, the PU deans and chairmen of teaching departments also have a lot to say in their defence. While talking to Cutting Edge,
they expressed their serious objections and concerns about the HEC action, banning the PhD and MPhil/MS programmes in different departments
of the university. A Punjab University dean, seeking anonymity due to the
sensitivity of the matter, said that in the past, a PhD student was to complete their PhD in four-and-a-half years. However, the HEC increased the
time limit to eight years, which increased the burden on the departments.
Another dean told Cutting Edge that the HEC team worked in haste as they
met representatives of 80 departments in just two days and did not reconcile the anomalies at the time of data collection. He said that the problem
had raised questions over the capacity of the HEC team as well. Khurram
Shahzad, the PU public relations officer, told Cutting Edge that Vice Chancellor Prof Niaz Ahmad had constituted a committee comprising all deans.
It has held some meetings so far to discuss the anomalies in the QAA report. Another meeting, he added, is expected soon which will prepare its
recommendations and replies to the points of contentions, to be presented
to the HECP. He said the PU vice chancellor was hopeful the issue would
be resolved and there would be no hindrance to continuation of MPhil/MS
and PhD programmes at the biggest university of the province.
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Crisis

Machiavellian politics
in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

On 10th June, former President Asif Ali Zardari was arrested from his Islamabad residence by a team of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
accompanied by police personnel after the Islamabad High Court rejected
his bail application in a fake accounts and benami transactions case. The
arrest is bound to create some ripples in the politics of the country.
The PPP's central executive committee (CEC) has already decided to
launch country-wide protests after Zardari's arrest. PPP Chairperson Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, in a press conference, said "You are threatening my workers,
my family, you arrested my father. I will show you what a protest is."
Following the arrest of her father Asif AIi Zardari, Aseefa in a series of
tweets said, “This cowardly selected government thinks throwing the opposition into jail will legitimise it. No case, no conviction, no plausible
cause.” She went on to say, “Arresting Asif Ali Zardari will not silence the
voice of truth. He was vindicated before and he will be vindicated again.”
PML-N leader Maryam Nawaz tweeted, “Fake prime minister [Imran
Khan] used to say there were separate laws for the rich and poor in Pakistan, but the fact is that there is one law for the rich and poor and another
for the fake PM and his investors”.
Moreover, PPP politicians in the parliament called for the speaker to
issue Mr Zardari’s production orders. Interestingly, both the PPP and the
PML-N blame on the PTI government for the arrest, which was absolutely
wrong and factually incorrect. In fact, the National Accountability Bureau’s
(NAB) case against Mr Zardari came to light in 2015, as a result of a Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)’s probe into fake accounts and fictitious
transactions conducted through 29 “benami” accounts in Sindh Bank,
Summit Bank and UBL. Later, the Supreme Court took a suo motu notice
on the delay in the FIA probe into the case. The Apex Court also constituted a Joint Investigation Team (JIT) to probe the matter.
So, in reality, the arrest was a result of a court ruling, which has nothing
to do with the PTI government. But, the PPP and the PML-N want to make
the arrest a political issue, just to put pressure on the government for protecting their corruption and political interests. In the coming days, both parties will try to use the issue for inciting violence in the country, especially
in Sindh and the Punjab. The corrupt leaders can do everything to save
themselves from the law and earn an NRO. The PTI government and the
judiciary should not yield to their pressure. Every party has a right to hold
peaceful protests in a democratic country. The PPP should also launch
peaceful and non-violent protests on the streets. But if it indulges in violent
protests, the state should deal the party and its protests with an iron hand.
The PPP and the PML-N leaders are not giving answers to the questions which the NAB and courts are asking from them about money laundering and other corrupt practices. Rather, they are shrewdly twisting the
questions towards the poor prevailing economic situation which is also a
result of their government’s poor and corrupt policies.
In a press conference, Bilawal said, "When the government is selected
and weak, it is scared of criticism — whether the criticism is from me,
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Zardari, Shehbaz Sharif, Hamza Shehbaz or Manzoor Pashteen".
"They have arrested Zardari, (former prime minister) Nawaz Sharif —
when all the “corrupt” people are in jails and this government is “uncorrupt”,
then why are people's pockets still empty? What did they do with the
money that was saved from getting rid of all the corrupt people?" asked
Bilawal.
Regarding the role of the establishment in the recent developments,
Bilawal said:"They are running everything; we know this, you know this,
they know this as well. But THE PPP has always tried to uphold democracy
and convince them that in democratic, civilised countries, army is posted
in three positions: at the border, at the barracks and in the battlefield".
The statements from Bilawal, Maryam and Aseefa clearly manifest that
the PPP and the PML-N have become united to criticise the PTI government and the army.
It is also a fact that the NAB is reluctant to take action against the PTI
members. NAB Chairman Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal allegedly told a journalist that references were ready in the NAB office against many PTI members and its allies. The NAB is not pursuing these references in the national
interests. Because, if these references are taken up, the PTI government
would fall in 10 minutes.” It is the duty of the NAB to take action against all
corrupt people without any fear. There is no doubt about it that the PTI
government has proved very incompetent.
The people of Pakistan are suffering due to the PTI's bad economic
policies. According to the Economic Survey of Pakistan, the PTI government has failed to meet targets in nearly all sectors in 11 months. The new
budget would bring more suffering to the common man. In the health sector, the PTI government has also failed to improve the facilities. Unfortunately, around eight new-born babies died at the District Head Quarters
(DHQ) Hospital in Sahiwal after the air- conditioner ran down in the nursery. While, the National Nutrition Survey 2018-19 has reported that every
third child in the country is underweight.
It stated, “Every four out of 10 children are malnourished. Over 40%
children are affected by malnutrition in which the number of girls is higher
than boys.”
Giving the break-up of the malnourished children, the report stated, “In
the country, 40.9% boys are malnourished, while 39.4% girls are victims
of malnutrition and 28% are underweight.
The PTI government is also involved in nepotism. Zartaj Gul, State Minister for Climate Change, has used her influence to secure a position for
her sister in the National Counter Terrorism Authority.
Unfortunately, the PTI government is doing nothing to get rid of the
problems. It is putting the blame on the PML-N and the PPP governments
for the prevailing mess.
In fact, the PTI government and the opposition parties, including the
PML-N and the PPP, are following the Machiavellian politics to deceive the
people and protect their political interests in Pakistan.
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Politics

The end game?
Fakir S. Ayazuddin

The Imran Khan legend which has propelled himself to the Prime Minister-ship of Pakistan is a
huge success story with years of pain-taking and
relentless effort.
This has caused the fear amongst his detractors who are preparing to defend themselves
against the charges of corruption assiduously
gathered by the government agencies. The noose
is growing tighter around the PML-N /PPP
cronies.
One is watching the anti-Imran Khan clouds
gathering. Imran’s strength has been his indefatigable resolve which has brought him so far and
into the driving seat coupled with an honest purpose to combat the unfortunate ascendance of
crime and the complete breakdown of the law at
all levels in Pakistan. No one in Pakistan has
been or being tried or punished for crimes of corruption. This has allowed the politicians to amass
huge fortunes of illicit money, lands, which they
then use to further their nefarious activities leading to more power and more corruption. They are
pledged to damage Imran’s policies at best. The
dual purpose is also to protect themselves against
the prosecution which is looming ahead of the
corrupt and will surely succeed soon. Meanwhile, anti-Imran voices grow
more shrill by the day with Imran Khan watching the agencies to see that
the job is properly done, and the necessary punishments meted out.
In 70 years, no politician has been prosecuted successfully leading to
a growth of powerful forces that are in control of the most important bodies
in government. This allows them control of prosecution, the courts and manipulation of the laws as they deem fit. These laws are the mainstay of a
government, without which no country can progress.
The most dangerous threat to Imran is the failure of a successful prosecution with two aspects. One, the constant carping by the PML-N Nawaz
Sharif that they do not have sufficient evidence to successfully prosecute
him. In the words of Gobelles the Nazi Minister of Information who stated
that “If you repeat a lie often enough it becomes the truth”. Nawaz Sharif
has used this repetition in his favour and the press is using the same arguments to question the validity of the proof against Nawaz. Nazi Germany
is a far cry from the Punjab of Pakistan of today but the Gobelles logic is
taking hold and the media is using these grounds to challenge the Nawaz
prosecutors. Repeated often enough Nawaz supporters keep raising the
question of infallibility and are querying every charge against Nawaz.
Zardari, the erstwhile Mr. 10%, has indeed caused damage equal to, if
not more than, the Sharif’s. Both Zardari and Nawaz have succeeded in
playing “the your, turn my turn,” milking the Pakistani lives and laws and
both of them present a double danger to the state and criminal acts against
Pakistan.
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Both are claiming their success of having survived 30 years in power
without positive prosecution. Luckily for Pakistan the Supreme Court has
found Nawaz guilty and has sentenced him to ten years imprisonment and
disqualification from politics for life. This is not enough. While spending his
time in air-conditioned comfort is itself a travesty. He must be made to feel
the pain of a real prison. The excuse that he served three terms as a Prime
Minister of Pakistan does not surely entitle him to any such relief. On the
contrary, he must be punished for debasing the office he was elected to
and for breaking the oath of office that he took to uphold the Constitution
of Pakistan. His refusal to answer questions in a full assembly showed his
contempt to his fellow law makers and to the Constitution of Pakistan.
We Pakistanis are an endangered species if the likes of Zardari and
Nawaz are allowed to continue ruling. They have brought us close to a financial collapse, but for the grace of God Pakistan could have been destroyed but it seems the powerful Nawaz Zardari forces are a formidable
obstacle to the finalization of the charges and successful prosecution. Both
Nawaz and Zardari realize the end game is nigh. They will be desperate
to launch more attacks against Imran. The army should take note of this
growing danger and Imran should be cautioned on the threats to his person. The stakes are very high with Zardari and Nawaz being cast into the
political wilderness and being hounded through the streets of Pakistan or
in their jail cells reverberating with echoes of “Chor, Chor”. Imran Khan will
do Pakistan a huge service by eliminating this cancer from our society to
cleanse Pakistan of these criminals.
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Middle East

Five years on, still no
justice for Iraq's Camp
Speicher victims
Taif Alkhudary

June 12 marked five years since the Camp Speicher massacre, in which
an estimated 1,700 unarmed cadets were executed by the Islamic State
in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL or ISIS), and hundreds more were arrested
and disappeared by Iraqi government forces. For the victims' families, the
day was a stark reminder of the Iraqi government's consistent and overwhelming failure to determine their loved ones' fates and whereabouts,
and to bring the perpetrators to justice.
On June 12, 2014, thousands of unarmed cadets were training at Camp
Speicher, a military base in Salah al-Din Province in Iraq. As news spread
that Tikrit had fallen to ISIL, 3,000 cadets were ordered by their superiors
to change into civilian clothes, leave Camp Speicher and head home for a
15-day break. In the events that followed, many of them were captured by
ISIL fighters, who separated the Sunnis from the Shia and non-Muslims,
before taking the latter two to various locations around Tikrit and executing
them one by one. Their bodies were later dumped into mass graves or
thrown into the Tigris River.
Approximately 400 other cadets were arrested by Iraqi government
forces during incursions into various areas in and around Tikrit, and accused of having deserted their military duties. Despite some families having been able to obtain photo evidence showing their loved ones detained
in Iraqi government prisons alongside other Camp Speicher cadets, the
Iraqi authorities have refused to acknowledge that they are in its custody.
While the Iraqi government has begun to exhume bodies from mass
graves believed to contain the remains of the Camp Speicher victims,
these efforts have been slow and severely flawed. This has left families
anguished, uncertain as to whether their loved ones were among those
executed by ISIL, or if they are part of the group being held secretly by the
Iraqi authorities.
The Iraqi Mass Graves Directorate, a branch of government responsible for overseeing mass grave excavations in the country, lacks the necessary human and material resources to carry out its work. This includes
insufficient storage space, a lack of the most basic equipment such as
gloves and masks, and only 43 staff charged with the colossal task of managing the excavations of the over 200 mass graves documented in Iraq to
date. As a result, it has been recently estimated that at the current rate, it
would take 800 years for operations to be completed.
In addition, the draft Speicher Law, proposed by Iraqi legislators in early
2019 as a means to prosecute individuals involved in the massacre, is severely flawed and fails to meet international legal standards. While the law
has not yet been put on the parliamentary schedule for review, this could
happen at any time. If adopted, it would further impede the search for jus-
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tice of victims' families.
Firstly, the draft law defines all victims as "martyrs", failing to acknowledge that some cadets are being held in secret detention by Iraqi authorities or to provide measures to ensure that investigations are carried out
into their fate and whereabouts. It also absolves Iraqi government forces
and pro-government militias of any responsibility, as it defines ISIL as the
sole perpetrator of the crimes committed against the Camp Speicher
cadets.
Furthermore, the law calls on the judicial authorities to impose "legal
punishments" on "perpetrators, participants, enablers and instigators" of
crimes at Camp Speicher. However, it fails to specify the nature of the punishments or how their severity differs depending on the level of the individual's involvement in the crime. As a consequence, the law enables Iraqi
judges to hand out the same sentences to those who willingly committed
the most serious crimes at Camp Speicher, as to those who had no choice
but to participate.
The proposed Speicher Law thus highlights the Iraqi authorities' perception that justice can only be done if no mercy is shown to anyone with
real or perceived ISIL affiliations. However, this approach is misguided and
counterproductive: by attempting to remedy gross human rights violations
with equally gross violations, all the Iraqi government has done is to increase the likelihood of the re-emergence of ISIL.
In fact, the shortcomings of the draft Speicher Law are remarkably similar to those of the Iraqi Anti-Terrorism Law, which imposes a mandatory
death sentence for anyone who perpetrates, participates in or covers up a
terrorist act. It is on the basis of this law that dozens have been executed
in relation to the Camp Speicher massacre following unfair trials which
lasted for a few minutes each and which were marred with allegations of
torture. In no way do such flawed prosecutions achieve justice for the
Camp Speicher victims or their families.
Five years on, it is time that the Iraqi authorities granted the families of
the Camp Speicher victims their right to know the truth about the events
that unfolded in June 2014. This not only means dedicating extra resources to mass grave excavations, so that victims' remains may be returned to their relatives, but it also requires acknowledging that some of
the cadets may still be alive and in Iraqi custody, and taking appropriate
measures to ensure their release.
Moreover, the Iraqi authorities owe it to the victims to instigate the reforms necessary for the creation of a just legal system capable of holding
all perpetrators to account and ensuring that the tragedy at Camp Speicher
never happens again.
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International

20 years of democracy:
Has Nigeria changed
for the better?
Hamza Mohamed

Two decades ago, in a colourful ceremony held in the capital, Abuja,
Nigeria's military handed over power to an elected civilian leader.
Generals had ruled the oil-rich West African country for the previous
15 years. The ceremony was attended by more than 40 heads of state
and representatives from foreign countries. The mood was upbeat and
the new leader promised prosperity to the thousands of his countrymen
who were in the stadium. Millions of others watched the ceremony on
television. Others listened to newly elected president Olusegun
Obasanjo's speech on radio.
But after 20 years of democracy and four presidents, where is Nigeria
today? The country's economy has seen a boom since the return of civilian rule. Nigeria's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has grown six-fold
since 1999, according to World Bank data. In 1999, despite its vast oil
wealth, Nigeria's GDP was a mere $59 billion. That figure skyrocketed
to $375 billion by the end of 2017.
"The economy is doing much better now because there is a greater
level of trust in our economic institutions. There is also more foreign investments now compared to the military era," Aliyu Audu, an Abujabased economist, told Al Jazeera. Nigeria, the continent's most populous
country, is still heavily reliant on oil. Petroleum represents more than 80
percent of total export revenue, according to the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).
When the global oil price crashed in 2016, Nigeria's economy was
not spared. The country went into a recession, its first in 25 years. The
economy, the biggest on the continent ahead of South Africa, has not
fully recovered. Unemployment stands at 23 percent and inflation at 11
percent, according to official figures. "Nigeria’s economy needs to diversify. We need to tap into the agricultural sector where the country can
put millions of the unemployed to work. Investment in infrastructure will
also put many young people to work and reduce double-digit inflation,"
Audu said.
According to the National Bureau of Statistics figures, 43 percent of
the country’s 190 million population is either unemployed or underemployed. Despite the recent economic boom, extreme poverty is common.
Some 87 million Nigerians live in dire poverty, according to Washingtonbased Brookings Institution. Nigeria overtook India, a country of 1.3 billion people, last year as the country that is home to the most extremely
impoverished people in the world, it said.
Nigeria still remains one of the most corrupt nations on the planet.
Transparency International ranked the country 144 out 180 in its 2018
corruption perceptions index. If corruption is not dealt with immediately
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it could cost Nigeria up to 37 percent of its GDP by 2030, according to
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), a global auditing firm. This cost
equates to nearly $2,000 per Nigerian resident by 2030, PwC said.
President Muhammadu Buhari launched an anti-corruption drive after
taking office in May 2015. "Corruption is still a huge problem, but it is not
like what it was before. That is because the people have the choice to
get rid of a leader if he is corrupt. That was not possible under the military
generals. There are also whistleblowers now," Audu noted.
Since 2009, northeastern Nigeria has been hit by security challenges.
Boko Haram, a group that wants to establish an Islamic state following a
strict interpretation of Islamic law, has waged a deadly insurgency in the
country. The violence has killed thousands of people and forced more
than two million from their homes. The United Nations and human rights
activists accused both Boko Haram and security forces fighting it of putting civilians, including many children, in harm's way.
The violence has spread to neighbouring Niger, Chad and Cameroon,
prompting a regional military coalition against the armed group. In recent
weeks, the coalition forces have pounded Boko Haram hideouts in the
Lake Chad area with air strikes as well as launching ground assaults.
Boko Haram fighters kidnapped at least 276 girls from a secondary
school in Chibok town. Five years after the attack, more than 112 girls
are still missing. A total of 107 girls have been found or released as part
of a deal between the Nigerian government and the armed group. Boko
Haram allegedly operates its largest camp in the vast Sambisa forest in
Nigeria's northeast. The forest stretches for about 60,000 square kilometres in the southern part of the northeastern state of Borno, which has
borne the brunt of Boko Haram's violence.
"More needs to be done to protect and preserve basic human rights
in parts of the northeast. People live in fear from Boko Haram," Eze
Onyekpere, a human rights activist, told Al Jazeera. "Apart from the
areas facing Boko Haram insurgency, rights of citizens have improved
significantly since the return of civilian rule. Arbitrary arrests and torture
are not common. We also have a constitution that safeguards the rights
of all citizens," Onyekpere added.
Under the military, press freedom was severely restricted. Whistleblowers faced detention and possibly torture in custody. Twenty years
later, Nigeria has a vibrant media with the country also hosting bureaus
for some of the world’s major media groups. Reporters Without Borders
ranks Nigeria 120 out of 180 in its 2019 press freedom index. "Nigeria
has come a long way, but it still has a long way to go. We could have
been far ahead of where are currently," Onyekpere said.
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Your View
Hospital management

SCBA chief’s strange call
This refers to the news about the Supreme Court Bar Association

It has been more than a fortnight since a family member was admit-

(SCBA) chief calling for President Arif Alvi’s impeachment for for-

ted to the intensive care unit (ICU) of a hospital in Gulistan-i-Johar

warding Justice Qazi Faez Isa’s reference to the Supreme Judicial

that was in the news for all the wrong reasons recently. I commend

Council.

the ICU for providing satisfactory care services to the patient. How-

I have great respect for Justice Isa whom I met a few times when

ever, the same cannot be said for those who accompanied patients

he was practising in Karachi. Everyone knows he belongs to a re-

and had no choice except use the waiting area outside the ICU. The

spectable family with his father being a pillar of the All-India Muslim

waiting area is best described as a horrendous and closed dark

League.

place. A person feels suffocation as the air-conditioning is never op-

Everyone also knows that he and his wife have immense ancestral

erational and the air vents are closed and used instead to host visu-

property. Everyone also knows that it is no offence to acquire prop-

als of health issues. Numerous complaints have been lodged with

erty overseas. But we also know that it is an offence for a judge to

the hospital management but to no avail as they ignore the issue.
Mxra Khan

conceal property and not disclose it in the declaration submitted by

Karachi

him under the relevant rules.
The allegation against Justice Isa is that he had overseas property
but he did not disclose it in his declaration. The SCBA chief has not
disclosed what he thinks are the hard facts. Does he consider that
the judge has no property overseas and has been falsely accused
of having it, or does he think that the judge does own the properties
overseas and had duly revealed them in his declaration?
Without committing himself to either of these possibilities, how can
he say that the reference is unwarranted and was based on bias?
Moreover, does he think that the president should himself hold an
inquiry and submit the reference only after he is satisfied that the
reference is based on hard facts?
Justice (r) Salahuddin Mirza
Karachi

Monetary policy
The State Bank of Pakistan has announced its monetary policy, raising
the interest rate to 12.25 per cent. The monthly house loan instalments
will go through the roof as a result. The middle-class people, who had
committed the crime of buying homes on mortgage, have been effectively murdered financially. The PTI government was formed mainly
because of the vote from the urban middle class, and it is the middle
class that is suffering the most from the mess created by the government. I ask the government to give special discount rates to middle
class citizens who own only one mortgaged home. The government
must provide some relief to people like myself, belonging mostly to the
salaried class, who pay large sums of money as income tax.

Profit and savings

Naeem Malik
Lahore

The profit rates for the National Savings Schemes were last revised
effectively on Jan 2, owing to a 150 basis point increase (from 8.5
to 10pc) in benchmark interest rates annou¬nced by the State Bank
of Pakistan. Typically, the rates of NSS are announced after every
two months and are linked to cut-off yield of long-term Pakistan Investment Bonds. Since Jan 2, the benchmark interest rates have
been increased twice and currently stand at 12.25pc. The rates

CSS quota system
The Federal Public Service Commission announced the Competitive Exam 2018 final result recently in which 281 candidates man-

have been revised to counter inflationary pressures. However, no

aged to get allocations out of 567 candidates who actually qualified

change has been made by the CDNS for increasing profit rates for

the CSS exam. This means almost half of the qualifying candidates

NSS. Most of the investors in the scheme are retired individuals,

who passed will get no chance to serve the country. The concern is

who depend on it for their day-to-day expenses. With inflation

whether these candidates should be treated like failures — which is

reaching double digits, it is surprising that the rates have not been

the actual case — or they be given a chance to work in grade 16 in

revised upward. It is time that CDNS announced an increase in

the respective service for which they have qualified. The govern-

profit rates commensurate with the increase in the benchmark pol-

ment is preparing reforms for the Central Superior Services. It is re-

icy rate by the SBP. This would definitely help retired pensioners in

quested that the government should ponder this issue. Candidates

meeting the ever rising cost of living.

who pass all exams should be allocated service in grade 16.
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A fungus weaponized with a spider
toxin can kill malaria mosquitoes

Himalayan glacier melting threatens
water security for millions of people

Tina Hesman Saey

Carolyn Gramling

A fungus engineered to
produce a spider toxin
could help take down insecticide-resistant mosquitoes that can spread
malaria.
In a netted, outdoor experiment in Burkina Faso,
the genetically engineered fungus wiped out mosquito populations within
two generations, researchers report. If the result holds up in a real-world
situation, the modified fungus may one day become a tool for controlling
mosquitoes that can transmit the deadly disease. In 2017, an estimated
219 million people in 87 countries were infected with malaria, and 435,000
died, according to the World Health Organization. Africa carried most of the
malaria burden, with 92 percent of cases and 93 percent of deaths occurring on the continent that year.
The fungus Metarhizium pingshaense, long known to infect and kill mosquitoes, was made even deadlier to the insects by the addition of a gene
that produces a spider bite toxin called Hybrid. Researchers engineered
the fungus to make Hybrid in the presence of the mosquito version of
blood, called hemolymph. “We’re just bypassing the spider fangs and getting the fungus to do the same job,” says study coauthor Raymond St.
Leger, an entomologist at the University of Maryland in College Park. In
laboratory trials in 2011, engineered fungi related to M. pingshaense infected and killed mosquitoes and their malaria parasites. (The fungi don’t
harm people, other insects or animals.) “That’s all well and good, but what
happens in the lab doesn’t necessarily translate into field conditions,” says
study coauthor Brian Lovett, an insect pathologist and bioengineer also
at the University of Maryland.
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Meltwater from
glaciers in Asia’s
high
mountain
ranges, including
the Himalayas,
meets the basic
water needs of
about 221 million
people each year.
But that store of
freshwater is shrinking, a study finds, threatening regional water security
within just a few decades.
Glaciers can store water for decades or even centuries before releasing it
into rivers, providing a steady supply to sustain downhill populations even in
times of drought, writes glaciologist Hamish D. Pritchard of the British Antarctic Survey in Cambridge. But glaciers in the mountains are melting faster than
they can be replenished by snowfall, Pritchard reports in the study. To estimate the extent of the imbalance, Pritchard calculated summertime meltwater
volumes and winter snowfall rates using a range of datasets, including altitude-adjusted precipitation and temperature records from 1951 to 2007, as
well as observed changes in glacier volumes from 2000 to 2016.
Based on those data, the overall volume of meltwater rushing down the
mountains each year from 2000 to 2016 was 1.6 times as much as it would
have been if the system were in balance. As the global average temperature continues to increase, summertime glacial melt will continue to outpace
snowfall, shrinking the glaciers — until eventually, runoff from the mountains
tapers off, Pritchard notes. If countries fail to rein in greenhouse gas emissions, the annual meltwater flowing into the region’s rivers could be noticeably decreased by 2090.
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'Highly processed' food linked to earlier death
Amy Norton
People who get many of their meals from packages may have heightened
risks of heart disease, stroke and premature death, two large studies suggest.
The findings are the latest to point the finger at "ultra-processed" foods. They
include not only "junk food" -- like chips, sweets and fast food -- but also the
breads, processed meats, jarred sauces and frozen meals that many people
consider staples. In one study, researchers followed more than 100,000
French adults for about five years. They found that the more ultra-processed
foods people ate, the higher their odds of a first-time heart condition or stroke:
Those who ate the most processed foods were 23% more likely to suffer cardiovascular trouble compared to those with the lowest intakes. And it wasn't
only because those foods were loaded with sugar, salt or fat -- or because
those people were heavier, exercised less or had other unhealthy habits.
Instead, there might be other things about highly processed foods that take a
health toll, according to researchers Bernard Srour and Mathilde Touvier, from
the University of Paris. Other studies, they noted, have hinted that additives
or contaminants formed during food processing have negative effects on metabolism and the cardiovascular system. The researchers stressed that their
study can't prove cause and effect.
But taken along with other research linking processed foods to ill health effects,
they said the message is straightforward: Strive to eat more "whole" and minimally processed foods. Dr. Andrew Freeman, a cardiologist not involved in
the study, had the same advice. "I like to say: The longer the shelf life, the

shorter your life," said Freeman, who directs cardiovascular prevention and
wellness at National Jewish Health in Denver. Based on the overall body of
research, he said, the most heart-healthy diet is one rich in whole foods -- particularly plant-based foods like fruits and vegetables, legumes, whole grains
and nuts.
To make that more affordable and convenient, Freeman pointed to healthy,
packaged options -- like fresh-frozen vegetables. Srour agreed that not all
packaged food is bad. It's the degree of processing that seems key. For example, he said a canned soup made of water, vegetables, vegetable oil, herbs
and spices would not fall into the "ultra-processed" category.

Do you really need 10,000 steps a day?
Serena Gordon
Many people with activity trackers strive for 10,000 steps a day. But does it really take nearly five miles daily to make a difference in longevity?
Maybe not, says new research. The study looked at nearly 17,000 older women
-- average age 72. It found that women reduced their risk of dying by 41% when
they got just 4,400 steps daily compared to women who only clocked 2,700
steps. The women had additional benefit up to around 7,500 steps a day, but
then the risk of dying leveled off. "Our message is not a new message: Physical
activity is good for you. What's new and striking is how little you need to do to
make a difference," said the study's lead author, Dr. I-Min Lee. She's a professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School and a professor of epidemiology at
Harvard's School of Public Health. Lee said the researchers don't know if the
same benefits would be seen in men or younger people. But she said it's clear
that people benefit from physical activity.
The average American walks about 4,000 or 5,000 steps a day, Lee said. Lee said
the researchers aren't sure where that 10,000-step daily goal came from. They
suspect it was from a pedometer made by a Japanese company in the 1960s. The
name of the device was Manpo-kei. Translated into English, that means 10,000step meter. To get a better idea of how much activity could make a difference in life
span, the researchers looked back at a large study of older women. All wore a device that measured their activity for seven days during their waking hours. The device counted steps, and also measured the pace of each activity.
Since the gold standard for number of steps is not clear, the researchers divided
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the women into four groups based on their average number of daily steps:
2,700, 4,400, 5,900 and 8,500. The study's average follow-up time was just
over four years. During that time, 500 women died. The risk of dying during follow-up dropped by 46% for women in the 5,900-step group compared to the
least active group. The most active group (8,500 steps daily) had a 58% lower
risk of dying during follow-up. But the benefit appeared to top off around 7,500
steps, the researchers said. The researchers also found that the intensity of
activity didn't make a statistically significant difference. "You can step fast or
you can step slow. It didn't matter," Lee said.
The study didn't look specifically at how extra physical activity might lower the
risk of death since it only found an association, but Lee said that daily physical
activity can improve blood pressure, blood sugar processing and cholesterol
levels. Regular physical activity has also been linked to better thinking and
memory skills and improved quality of life.
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Freedom Fields

I Love My Mum

Phil Hoad

Mike McCahill

Where Hollywood opted for facile
gender-flipping in its recent
Ocean’s 11 remake, it could have
been more adventurous in search
of meaningful #TimesUp-era material. This superbly made, stirring
documentary introduces us to
what you might call Fadwa’s 11 –
the fledgling Libyan women’s football team. And there’s something of the
heist about the clandestine training sessions they are forced to organise in
the face of Islamists trying to brandish the red card.
In the film’s desperate final act, as the near-disbanded team fight to attend
a showcase international tournament in Lebanon, it even starts to feel like
one-last-job territory. The women’s courage and perseverance, as well as
their enormous potential symbolic impact for Arab society, shows up Hollywood hashtag feminism for what it is. Filming over four years following the
2011 revolution, half-British, half-Libyan director Nahiza Arebi focuses on
amiable player of the year Fadwa, ice-cream-loving goalkeeper Halima, and
the lean and determined Naama, a refugee in Tripoli from Tawergha, 200km
to the east. Horribly, the spirit of fear, control and national self-sabotage that
dominates the country leaves them less leeway for their passion than the
women of sharia Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Always Be My Maybe

What does it say about the film
industry that while Michael
Fassbender has ended up in
Hollywood, his equally compelling co-stars in Andrea
Arnold’s breakthrough Fish
Tank, Kierston Wareing and
Katie Jarvis, have been left behind in EastEnders’ Albert Square? Wareing, who had worked with Ken
Loach (on 2007’s It’s a Free World …) before Fish Tank, lands a starring
role of sorts here, as a castrating mother in a scattershot comedy that
sets out like a hybrid of Ray Cooney farce and Channel 4 reality show,
and winds up making the most eccentric contribution yet to the recent
wave of migration movies. Its heart remains broadly in the right place,
yet there are points where you question just where its head is.
I Love My Mum opens in Tilbury, with none-more-Essex lad Ron (Tommy
French) involved in another contretemps with his mother, Wareing’s
blowsy Olga. This one ends with Ron crashing his car into a cargo container that – in the first of several oh-just-go-with-it contrivances – is
sealed up and shipped to Morocco, where mum and son emerge bedraggled, and broke and visa-less. (There are weird frissons as Wareing
wanders the souks in dressing gown and slippers.) As the pair navigate
back to the European mainland – via stolen taxi, a raft filled with African
refugees, and a pedalo – some of the surface eccentricities clear to reveal a familiar story: that of two antagonistic fish out of water who realise
they need one another more than they realised.

Benjamin Lee
Our collective thirst for the release
of a genuinely great romantic comedy has led to us looking back as
well as forward, rewatching the classics ad nauseam, waiting impatiently for a worthy new addition.
Those canny folks over at Netflix
have been making note and as a result, they have been algorithmically
constructing a string of lab-cooked, box-ticking impostors that sit creepily
alongside the films they’re desperately trying to emulate. Last year’s
“summer of love” transformed Set It Up, To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before
and The Kissing Booth into global hits, with more than 80m accounts allegedly watching one or more, and proving yet again how much we crave
a neat meet-cute.
On the big screen, this same hunger has also led to recent examples of
the genre, such as Crazy Rich Asians and Long Shot, receiving wildly
overblown reviews, critics apparently as eager for a romcom slam-dunk as
viewers. But the search for a winner continues to roll on and so does the
Netflix factory, kicking off another summer season with Always Be My
Maybe, an often funny, often frustrating spin on a familiar formula. Sasha
(Ali Wong) and Marcus (Randall Park) were childhood best friends who
drifted apart. As thirtysomethings, the pair are leading wildly different lives,
with Sasha a successful celebrity chef and Marcus still living at home and
performing in the same local band. After an unexpected reunion, they find
residual frostiness quickly melting and they return to their old ways. But
can they turn a friendship into something more? You can probably guess
the answer to that.
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Godzilla: King of the Monsters
Simran Hans
The tussle for power between
giant monsters and humans is a
timeless theme, tackled by the
likes of Transformers, Jurassic
Park and Pacific Rim franchises
with varying degrees of success.
The problem with Hollywood’s
latest take, Michael Dougherty’s
reimagining of the Japanese studio Toho’s famous kaiju series, is not
its predictability, but its utter gracelessness.
The plot picks up after 2014’s Godzilla. A sonar device developed by Vera
Farmiga’s Emma to control the monsters has been hijacked by an ecoterrorist; her ex-husband (Kyle Chandler) is drafted in to track it down.
Their teenage daughter (Millie Bobby Brown from Stranger Things) is a
distraction, caught in the middle of her divorced parents. Battle scenes
occur in weather conditions so extreme that the action is rendered indecipherable (as are the beloved giant creatures, including the threeheaded serpent King Ghidorah, bird-like Rodan and winged Mothra).
The ugly visual effects are outdone only by the sound design, which is
relentlessly loud and thunderingly tedious. Verbal exchanges between
the humans are devoid of wit and barely functional in communicating
the story.
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The Islamic Connection

Warlight

Christophe Jaffrelot

Michael Ondaatje

The region inhabited by the largest
number of Muslims, roughly 500
million, today is South Asia. In the
course of the Islamization process
that began in the eighth century, the
region developed a distinct Indo-Islamic civilization that culminated in
the Mughal Empire. In the Gulf,
while paying lip service to the
power centres, including Mecca
and Medina, this civilization cultivated its own variety of Islam, which
was based on Sufism.
Over the last fifty years, pan-Islamic
ties have intensified between these
two regions. Gathering together
some of the best specialists on the
subject, this volume explores these ideological, educational and spiritual
networks, which have gained momentum due to political strategies, migration flows and increased communications. At stake are both the resilience of the civilization that imbued South Asia with a specific identity
and the relations between Sunnis and Shias in a region where Saudi Arabia and Iran are fighting a cultural proxy war. The Islamic Connection investigates the nature and implications of the cultural, spiritual and
socio-economic rapprochement between these two Islams.

Batman: The Killing Joke
Christa Faust
A tragic, unnamed engineerturned-criminal is immersed in
chemicals that disfigure him
bizarrely, driving him mad and
thus giving birth to the Joker.
While the insane criminal is imprisoned, Batman and Batgirl
(Barbara Gordon) patrol Gotham
City together, taking down perps
such as the crime boss Maxie
Zeus. Simultaneously Detective
Harvey Bullock works with Commissioner James Gordon to take
down a drug factory.
Back in Arkham Asylum, Joker
learns of a new technology he
wants to acquire and escapes,
setting out on a mission designed
to break the Commissioner, forcing him to abandon his ideals as a police
officer. In a violent home invasion he shoots and cripples Barbara, then
takes Gordon hostage. Batman races to rescue Gordon, ultimately confronting his arch-foe in an amusement park fun house. This edgy adaptation
by Hard Case Crime novelist Christa Faust expands upon the cast and adds
intricate layers to the events of the graphic novel, further examining the nature of morality.
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London, 1945. The capital is still reeling from the
war. 14-year-old Nathaniel and his older sister
Rachel are abandoned by their parents who
leave the country on business, and are left in the
dubious care of a mysterious figure named The
Moth. Nathaniel is introduced to The Moth’s
band of criminal misfits and is caught up in a series of teenage misadventures. But is this eccentric crew really what and who they claim to be?
And most importantly, what happened to
Nathaniel’s mother? Was her purported reason
for leaving true? What secrets did she hide in her
past? Years later Nathaniel, now an adult, begins to slowly piece together
using the files of intelligence agencies – and through reality, recollection and
imagination – the startling truths of puzzles formed decades earlier.

The Forbidden Door
Dean Koontz
Rogue FBI agent Jane Hawk is on the trail of the
members of a murderous organization who
drove her husband – and scores of other fine individuals – to commit suicide for no explicable
reason. After discovering their plan to subjugate
the world by means of an insidious new technology, she has been hunting them down one by
one. Now she is America's most wanted fugitive,
and the organization is closing in on her beloved
five-year-old son, whom she sent into protective
hiding with her dearest friends. Faced with insurmountable odds, but armed with a mother’s
love for her son, Jane will stop at nothing to save
him. But even if she can get to him in time there's still the risk that the forbidden door will be opened and an unimaginable terror unleashed.

The Travel Gods Must Be Crazy
Sudha Mahalingam
Ever suffered the collective flatulence of eighty copassengers while sailing on a serene Asian river?
Or called out for rescue in true Bollywood-style
while locked up in a minaret in Persia? Or had to
cross a pack of hyenas en route to the loo?
Dreaming of glorious sunrises and architectural
marvels in exotic places, Sudha often landed up
in situations that were uproariously bizarre or
downright dangerous. Tongue firmly in cheek, she
recounts her journeys through the raw wildernesses of Borneo and the African savannah, into
the deserts of Iran and Uzbekistan, and up the Annapurna and the Pamirs,
revealing the quirky side of solo travel to side-splitting effect. Punctuating
her droll stories with breathtaking descriptions and stunning photographs,
Sudha invites readers on an unexpected and altogether memorable tour
around the world!
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Be careful when using machinery or electrical equipment. Check your project over
carefully if you were not the only one contributing to the end result. Someone you
care about may not be too well. You will
have excellent ideas for changing or renovating your home. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Channel your efforts into achieving your
goals. You need an outlet. Do your own research and be prepared. It's time to reconnect with some of the people you used to
know. Your lucky day this week will be
Tuesday.

You will have additional discipline that will
aid you in your objectives. Financial gains
can be made through wise investments. You
may as well work on projects that will allow
you to make progress. You will back yourself
into a corner if you are baited and your stubbornness will only make matters worse. Your
lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Involvement in groups will be favorable.
Business partnerships will prove lucrative.
Mingle with those who can help you get
ahead. You will expand your circle of
friends if you join groups. You can make
financial deals that will bring you extra
cash. Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Frustrations and limitations could cause anxiety this week. They will jump at the chance
to do something without you if it sounds like
more fun. Try to be as mellow as possible.
Overindulgence could cause problems for
you with your loved ones. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Be cautious handling tools, machinery, or dangerous objects. Accept the inevitable, and opportunities for advancement will follow.
Someone you live with will be quite unreason
able this week. Sentimental feelings may
make it difficult to get much done at work. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Think before you act if you wish to avoid friction. You'll regret every word for some time
to come. Deception is apparent. Have some
fun, but draw the line if someone tries to fast
talk their way into your heart. Your lucky day
this week will be Tuesday.

Take the time to do your job correctly or you
may find yourself looking for a new one.
Keep an open mind when listening to the
opinions of others. Someone you work with
could try to undermine you. Don't be afraid
to make a move if you aren't happy with your
emotional situation. Your lucky day this week
will be Tuesday.

Travel will turn out to be far more exciting than
you imagined. Take a look at the possibilities of
starting a small part time business with friends
or relatives. Responsibilities with respect to older
relatives may be a burden. You can enhance
your reputation by making contributions to
worthwhile causes. Your lucky day this week will
be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You may have to take a short trip to visit someone who hasn't been well. Don't use emotional
blackmail on someone you love. Accommodate others but not before you do your own
thing. Do the proper safety checks before you
go out. Those you live with may be experiencing problems. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday.

This week will be rather hectic on the domestic
scene. Your versatile mind and common sense
will allow you to come up with various solutions.
Get busy doing all those things at home that
you have been putting off for so long. Your involvement in sports or entertainment will lead
to new romances. Your lucky day this week will
be Monday.

You will find it easy to learn and excel. Don't let
anyone take credit for a job you did. You can
make favorable real estate offers this week. Put
your efforts into job advancement. Your lucky
day this week will be Monday.
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