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Politics

Politics of confrontation
All indications are that things are moving towards a major confrontation between the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government and the
opposition. Observers of the national political
scene are of the view that a clash between the
government and the opposition looks imminent,
particularly after the unseemly events in the parliament a few days ago and the signal reportedly
given by Prime Minister Imran Khan to his
hawks to give no quarter to his opponents.
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Economics

Budgeting on
ambitions
Shahid Hussain

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PT) government has set ambitious tax revenue targets to stabilise a faltering economy in its first budget. Besides
raising taxes for the salaried class, the government has increased taxes
on cooking oil, ghee, sugar, soft drinks, liquefied natural gas (LNG) and
cement, which will hit the common man hard.
Announcing a Rs7,022 billion austerity budget for the fiscal year 201920, the government has set a Rs5,555b target for the Federal Board of
Revenue — a 25pc or Rs1.12 trillion increase in additional taxes from the
previous year. An 8pc sales tax on sugar has been increased by up to
17pc, after which the price of sugar has jumped by more than Rs3.5 a kg.
The duty on cooking oil, ghee and drinks with sugar has also been increased to 17pc. The federal excise duty on cement has also been jacked
up from Rs1.5 per kg to Rs2 per kg. Inflation is already projected to be in
the range of 11pc and 13pc on average in the next year, according to
budget documents, which would further aggravate problems for the common people.
The budget envisages no major change in the overall fiscal deficit during 2019-20, which could be record Rs3.15t or 7.2pc of GDP, despite a
massive Rs1.405 trillion tax plan. The PTI government’s first full-year
budget proposed a ferocious array of taxes on almost all sectors of the
economy, in line with a staff-level agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a bailout package, with maximum focus on recoveries
from income tax and sales tax. Income tax payers will bear a significant
brunt of the new revenue effort set to unroll with the arrival of the new fiscal
year on July 1. The government has increased income tax rates to a maximum of 35pc from 25pc at present and reduced by half the taxable income
bracket to Rs50,000 per month for salaried and Rs33,333 per month for
non-salaried classes. From the head of income tax alone, the government
is aiming to raise Rs258b additional revenue in the next year. Another key
decision is the removal of the zero-rating facility to five export-oriented sectors, including textiles, and imposition of normal 17pc GST despite strong
opposition from the industry. In return, the government has promised
speedy refund claims against actual exports. From sales taxes, the government is expecting to raise Rs250b incremental revenue, via GST rate
adjustments in various areas and elimination of zero-rating.
The government has lifted a bar on the sale and purchase of movable
and immovable assets for tax non-filers, which was considered a move for
the documentation of the economy when it was first introduced. Facilitation
has been offered on the import of machinery and equipment for industrialisation, including in the tribal region, which has been merged with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The government hopes the difficulties arising out of budgetary measures, including inflation, would subside over six months to a
year period as the State Bank of Pakistan acts independently through monetary policy tools that point towards further hikes in interest rates, which
could bring long-term benefits to the nation through effective documentation of the economy and expansion in the tax base.
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The budget promised a 10pc increase in net pension, 10pc ad hoc relief
on running basic salaries for grade 1-16 employees of the civil government
and equivalent army personnel and 5pc for grade 17-20 officers. The officers in grade 21 and above in civil and equivalent armed forces officers
had agreed not to get any increase, while members of the federal cabinet
volunteered 10pc pay cuts as a symbolic gesture of solidarity with the citizens who had sacrificed greater shares of personal incomes for the stabilisation of the government’s fiscal accounts. The government has also
announced a 5pc or Rs23b cut in civilian expenditure from revised estimates of Rs460b. According to estimates, the next year’s overall deficit
would be 7.1pc of GDP or Rs3.137t, compared to 7.2pc of GDP during the
outgoing year. The budget documents, however, put the deficit number at
Rs3.151tr or 7.2pc of GDP. The budget sets an ambitious revenue target
of Rs5.555t for the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) that missed its
Rs4.435t target during the outgoing year by a record margin. The budget
has revised FBR’s collection target to Rs4.15t. Yet, the government hopes
the tax-to-GDP ratio will increase to 12.6pc, with all the aggressive campaign from the last year’s 12pc.
The government also aims to reduce imports and increase exports to
reduce external deficit to $6.5b next year from $13b during the outgoing
fiscal year. It would be achieved by supporting exports through revised
duty structure on raw material and intermediate goods, improved tax refunds, competitive electricity and gas rates and redoing free trade agreements. The government has also promised Rs190b allocation for social
protection through the food ration card scheme for one million deserving
people, besides special nutritious food for infants and mothers, interestfree loans to the poor and stipends to six million women through mobile
phones. The budget has promised Rs100b loans to the youth under the
Kamyab Jawan Programme. The federal and provincial governments
would also provide for a Rs280b agriculture support programme for the
next five years.
Experts say the budget is ambitious and risky, and with the real GDP
growth rate projected to fall further to 2.4pc by the next year, the situation
could turn even more dismal for the common people as the new fiscal
year unfolds. At a time of rising prices and falling job opportunities, the
government has made a decision to rely extensively on income tax increases to meet its ambitious target of Rs568b in fresh revenues, besides raising nearly Rs1t from existing measures. The budget is modelled
along the theme of industrialization for job creation, austerity and shared
prosperity. Unfortunately, the country has not registered impressive GDP
growth rates in 2019 and the outlook is not promising in the next year.
Rising national debt, a slowing global economy, and poor or under-performing organisations are preventing Pakistan from making progress.
The PTI government will have to prioritize better and improved planning
and budgeting, and deliver the much-needed services to citizens, because it has no option of failure.
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Politics

Politics of
confrontation
Nasim Ahmed

All indications are that things are moving towards a major confrontation
between the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government and the opposition.
Observers of the national political scene are of the view that a clash
between the government and the opposition looks imminent, particularly
after the unseemly events in the parliament a few days ago and the signal
reportedly given by Prime Minister Imran Khan to his hawks to give no
quarter to his opponents.
On the one hand, PTI leaders are saying that bad days are ahead for
the opposition but, on the other, parties opposed to the government have
speeded up their preparations to give a hard time to Imran Khan, both inside and outside the parliament. All major opposition parties, including the
PML-N, PPP, JUI-F, Jamaat-e-Islami, ANP and others, are uniting on a single platform to formulate a combined strategy against the ruling coalition.
The political temperature in the federal capital is rising with both sides
gearing up for the fight ahead. Weeks ago, PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari had visited Lahore and met PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz
to discuss details of an anti-government campaign. The PPP chief had
travelled to Lahore on the invitation of Maryam Nawaz for urgent consultations on the emerging political situation in the country. It was a second
meeting between two leaders in a month. They had earlier met at an Iftar
dinner at the Islamabad residence of Bilawal Bhutto.
Later, Bilawal Bhutto held an important meeting with JUI-F chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman. Around the same time, PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif visited the JUI-F supremo at his residence. Speaking at a news
conference after the meeting, Bilawal said that the opposition would not
allow the government to pass the “anti-people budget.”
The Jati Umra meeting between Bilawal Bhutto and Maryam Nawaz
has been described by political analysts as a game changer. The meeting
sealed the new understanding reached between the two parties, which
during the last one year, had failed to overcome the trust deficit between
them, thus yielding valuable political space to the PTI. According to media
reports, the two parties agreed to mount joint efforts in the parliament to
block the passage of the federal budget. They also discussed a joint strategy for a protest movement both in the parliament and outside it after consultation with other parties.
There are other options available to the opposition parties. A few days
ago, Maryam Nawaz said that the opposition was considering an in-house
change and the removal of Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani. Addressing
reporters after visiting the residence of PML-N leader Khawaja Saad
Rafique, Maryam said that the government had converted the parliament
into a “container.” She predicted that the government of “incompetents”
would fall very soon.
Because of rising prices and higher taxes imposed in the new budget,
the PTI has lost much of its appeal among the masses. Given the mounting
frustration of the general public, an early resort to street protests and the
resulting chaos could open the door for the removal of the government
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and collapse of the system itself.
The political calculus is changing fast. Weeks ago, Bilawal Bhutto, who
is now leading the PPP from the front, met BNP leader Akhtar Mengal and
representatives of the MQM-P to work out details of an All Parties Conference.
The government is not sitting idle either. Imran Khan is a tough-minded
leader. If the opposition forms a grand alliance and starts a movement to
oust the government, he will not take things lying down. He will definitely
take tough measures to stop any “Long March” on Islamabad. According
to media reports, he has already given instructions to the interior ministry
and other relevant quarters to deal strictly with any attempt to create a law
and order situation in the country. Knowledgeable sources say that currently Imran Khan is more inclined towards the hawkish elements in his
party and has even conceded that he took the wrong decision by not showing resistance to the nomination of PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif as
Leader of the Opposition as well as chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.
The political scene is getting murkier by the day and no one can predict
what is in store for the nation in the coming days. If sanity does not prevail
on both sides, the outcome may be disastrous for the delicate sapling of
democracy which is yet to grow strong root in the country.
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Environment

Pakistan among world’s
seventh most vulnerable
country to climate change
Nasim Ahmed

The World Environment Day, observed every year on June 5, is a day to
raise worldwide awareness and prompt action for the protection of our
steadily worsening environment. Since its inception in 1974, the day has
developed into a global platform for public outreach in over 100 countries.
It is a day for people to make their contribution to save the Earth. This
is done in a variety of ways. From clean-ups in Tokyo to tree planting in
Zimbabwe, the Environment Day was celebrated with zeal around the
globe. With a theme of air pollution, China hosted the international day
of action. Xi Jinping, the country’s president, was clear in his call for international cooperation: “Humankind only has one planet. Environmental
conservation and sustainable development are the common responsibility of all countries. China will work with any and all to implement the 2030
agenda to protect our only planet.”
Hundreds of thousands of people took to social media to participate
in the World Environment Day, including government leaders. Many
made pledges to change their lifestyles for a cleaner tomorrow. A charter
for sustainable apparel called 'Made in Switzerland' was launched by
some of Switzerland’s biggest textiles companies; Kenyan President
Uhuru Kenyatta announced a ban on single-use plastics in national
parks, while Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, issued a special
statement promising to accelerate the country’s plan to phase out coal
by 2030.
In Europe, celebrations started with the launch of the report ‘Air Pollution and Human Health: The Case of the Western Balkans‘ in Sarajevo,
accompanied by the presentation of the ‘Sarajevo Air’ app, which helps
citizens plan a journey that avoids the most polluted areas. Across the
Middle Eastern nations of Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Oman,
youth-led flashmobs drew attention to the issue of air pollution.
In a message, U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres urged all
people to reject single-use plastic items, and warned that growing levels
of plastic waste were becoming unmanageable, saying “every year, more
than eight million tons end up in the oceans.” Plastic, which is rampantly
polluting our water bodies, harming marine life and posing a threat to
human health, has been one of the major concerns of environmental bodies this year. Nearly one-third of it is not disposed of properly and ends
up clogging drains and choking the environment.
Plastic can persist in the environment for nearly a thousand years before it fully disintegrates and keeping this in mind, many organisations
and governments are looking for alternatives to tackle this problem. With
plastic making up 10% of the total waste generated, half of it used is disposable or single-use. This presents a major problem as it is non-renew-
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able and its manufacture and destruction exposes individuals and environment to many toxins, including carcinogens.
Air pollution kills 800 people every hour or 13 every minute, accounting for more than three times the amount of people who die from malaria,
tuberculosis and AIDS combined each year. Household air pollution
causes about 3.8 million premature deaths each year, the vast majority
of them in the developing world, and about 60% of those deaths are
among women and children. Over 93% of children worldwide live in areas
where air pollution exceeds WHO guidelines, with 600,000 children under
15 dying from respiratory tract infections in 2016.
Air pollution is responsible for 26% of deaths from ischemic heart disease, 24% of deaths from strokes, 43% from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and 29% from lung cancer. In children, it is associated
with low birth weight, asthma, childhood cancers, obesity, poor lung development and autism, among other health defects. Over 97% of cities
in low- and middle-income countries with more than 100,000 inhabitants
do not meet the WHO minimum air quality levels, and in high-income
countries, 29% of cities fall short of guidelines.
Despite growing evidence of the catastrophes posed by climate
change, we are not taking necessary steps to arrest the rot. In 2015, the
Paris Agreement stated that the responsibility for halting climate change
rests with each nation. Its aim was to reduce global warming to below
2 C — unfortunately, we are not even close to achieving that goal, and
greenhouse gas emissions continue to increase
Like other parts of the world Environment Day was also celebrated in
Pakistan with seminars and symposiums to sensitise the masses to the
threat of rising pollution. In the past few years alone, we have witnessed
our rivers and oceans clogged with toxic sewage, chemical waste and
plastic. Increasingly glaciers are melting in the upper reaches of our
mighty mountains, causing flash floods and heavy rainfall and flooding
that destroy standing crops. At the same time, climate changes in the
form of intermittent droughts and heat waves kill vegetation, animal and
human life.
That Pakistan is the world’s seventh most vulnerable country to the
risks of climate change is a well-known fact. For the past few years, several parts of the country have been enveloped in thick smog at certain
times of the year, presenting a health emergency. According to a Washington-based report, Pakistan is second only to India and China when it
comes to mortality rates connected to poor air quality. Today, Pakistan
has a prime minister who refers to himself as an environmentalist. But
this idealism needs to be translated into short and long-term policy measures to make a real change in the situation.
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Politics

The opposition’s options
Muhammad Hassan

Months after confrontation with the government in the parliament, the opposition has decided to launch a movement against the government. The
agitation is unlikely to succeed because of serious rifts among opposition
parties.
Many in the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) are opposed to the idea of joining hands against
the government. They believe it will malign the image of the parties in the
public. PPP leader Aitzaz Ahsan has publically warned his party chairman
Bilawal Bhutto against playing into the hands of the Sharif family after he
met former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s daughter Maryam Nawaz twice
in few weeks. He warned him that the Sharif family could use him for its
personal benefits in the name of the agitation against the government.
“The Sharif family can become silent on a hint of relief from the establishment and Bilawal should not trust them,” he told a news channel recently.
Experts say political confrontation between the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) government and the opposition looked imminent after Prime Minister
Imran Khan asked his “hawks” to target leaders of the opposition parties
more vociferously. After the arrest of former President Asif Zardari, PTI
leaders predicted bad days ahead for the opposition and believed more of
their leaders would go to jail, which united the opposition parties and they
agreed to give a hard time to Prime Minister Imran Khan, both inside and
outside the parliament. It is said Prime Minister Imran Khan is inclined towards the hawkish party members and has even conceded that he took a
wrong decision by not resisting the nomination of PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif as the Leader of the Opposition as well as chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, which he did on the advice of saner voices in the
party. It is said he had instructed his colleagues not to allow Shahbaz
Sharif to speak in the parliament.
Consequently, the confrontation paralysed the parliament. After wasting
a week, the government finally agreed with the opposition not to disrupt a
debate on the federal budget in the National Assembly following reconciliatory efforts by Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri that brought both sides to the
negotiating table. After hour-long negotiations between representatives of
the government and the opposition, the two sides agreed that they would
listen to speeches of each other with patience and without creating disturbances. They also reached an understanding that a treasury member
would be given an opportunity to speak after every speech of an opposition
member. The deputy speaker had facilitated the talks after failing to maintain order in the house, as the treasury members created a ruckus as soon
as the opposition leader began his speech. Shahbaz Sharif, who had been
trying to speak for the past three days, continued his speech amid noisy
protests by the treasury members, including federal ministers, who ignored
warnings by the chair to maintain discipline.
The opposition also increased contact with each other outside the parliament. Weeks after leaders of the opposition parties met at an Iftar dinner
hosted by PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto in Islamabad, he reached the Raiwind palace of the Sharifs. In their joint move to build a momentum against
the government, Maryam Nawaz and Bilawal Bhutto discussed a joint
strategy for a protest movement both inside and outside the parliament
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against what they called anti-people actions of the government. They also
discussed references filed against superior court judges, “vindictive” accountability process, alleged violation of basic human rights and censorship of the coverage of the opposition’s activities as well as attacks on
journalists. For some, the meeting indicated that Maryam Nawaz has practically taken over the party from her uncle, Shahbaz Sharif.
Asserting her authority, she rejected an offer of a charter of economy
made by PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif to the government and termed
it a joke. Addressing a press conference, she said the opposition should
not show any slackness in holding the PTI government responsible for “ruining the economy” within 10 months after coming to power with a “stolen
mandate.” She said the opposition parties should not become a partner to
the government’s “crime of ruining the economy and making life of the
masses miserable.” “Lending support to the incompetent government
would be like an NRO. The prime minister immediately agreed to constitute
a committee on the proposed charter of economy as he wanted to make
the opposition parties partner to his crime,” she observed. Analysts say
she has once again adopted a harsh tone against the government and the
establishment after a bail petition of her father and former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif on medical grounds was rejected by the Islamabad High
Court. She had kept quite for many months in anticipation for relief to her
father. Now, she has decided to fight for rights of prisoners in the country
after hopes of release of her father have diminished.
The opposition can start a movement against the government. However, it must be clear about its agenda. It faces problems, like trust deficit,
between the PML-N and the PPP, which still persists despite BilawalMaryam meetings. It will be difficult for the opposition parties to put up an
impressive show, like the PTI dharna in 2014. It will also have to consider:
who will replace the government after long agitation creates unrest in the
country? What if Prime Minister Imran Khan is forced to resign? Will it pave
the way for new elections or allow undemocratic forces to take over the
country? Any case, it will be difficult for the opposition parties to save their
leaders from accountability, which is their prime agenda. In fact, harsher
accountability will begin if a new government is installed.
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Thaw

A breakthrough at last?
Muhammad Ali

Prime Minister Imran Khan and his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi
shook hands and exchanged pleasantries during their interaction on the
sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit. They missed
an opportunity to listen to each other but even the “courtesy” handshake
has raised hopes of the resumption of dialogue between the two countries.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar replied to letters by their Pakistani counterparts.
According to Pakistan’s Foreign Office, they "responded positively" to Pakistan's offer for talks. However, India’s Ministry of External Affairs rejected
Pakistan’s claim that a request had been made to the Pakistan side for
talks. “The Indian response is as per the established diplomatic practice
and the Indian side highlighted that New Delhi seeks normal and cooperative relations with all neighbours, including Pakistan,” it said in a statement.
However, it warned the media not to speculate on the correspondence between the prime ministers and foreign ministers of the two countries. It underlined that the gesture to congratulate the new office holders and for them
to respond was an established diplomatic practice. In response to congratulatory messages from Prime Minister Imran Khan and Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, both Modi and new External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar urged Islamabad to create an environment for dialogue. Modi wrote, “It is important to build an environment of trust, free of
terror, violence, and hostility.” And Jaishankar too emphasised the need for
an “atmosphere free from the shadow of terror and violence.”
Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan, in a letter to Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, had congratulated him on his second term as the prime
minister of India following general elections. He also renewed Pakistan's
offer to hold dialogue with India to resolve contentious issues, including
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute and terrorism, to restore peace in the
region, and address the problems confronting the people of the two countries. In his letter, he agreed to hold talks on the issue of terrorism on
India’s demand. The prime minister also emphasised the need to work
together on the basis of mutual respect and trust to address challenges
faced by the people of both the countries, including poverty and underdevelopment. Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi had also written
a letter to his Indian counterpart Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, congratulating him on assuming office.
According to Pakistani officials, the letters stated that India was ready
to hold a comprehensive and concrete dialogue between the two countries. Quoting the letters, they said India wanted a relationship with all
countries along with peace and development in the region. “India has always preferred the development of the people. India is ready to hold discussions with Pakistan and other countries, with a special focus on
terrorism in negotiations,” they added. The letters came on the heels of
the first face-to-face interaction between the prime ministers, which
Qureshi described as a "courtesy" meeting. The foreign minister said
Imran and Modi shook hands and exchanged pleasantries during their interaction on the sidelines of the 19th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit in Bishkek.
Soon after coming to power last year, Prime Minister Imran Khan had
expressed the hope that sour relations between the nuclear neighbours
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would become normal. However, a war-like situation emerged between
Pakistan and India in February after a suicide bombing in India-occupied
Kashmir’s Pulwama district killed more than 40 Indian security forces personnel. India immediately hurled allegations of Pakistan’s involvement,
whereas Islamabad strongly rejected the claim and asked for “actionable
evidence” to take action. The situation aggravated on February 25, when
Indian fighter jets conducted an airstrike on Balakot in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
in retaliation to the Pulwama attack. The next day, two Indian Air Force MiG
21 aircraft were shot down by the Pakistan Air Force in Kashmir and an Indian pilot, Abhinandan Varthaman, was captured. However, the pilot was
released and handed over to Indian authorities as a goodwill gesture.
It appears Prime Minister Imran Khan’s repeated offers for talks to
India have started bearing fruit. Although Pakistan had closed its airspace
to flights to and from India on February 26 after the Balakot standoff, yet
it made a rare exception for former Indian External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj to fly directly through Pakistani airspace to attend the
SCO meeting. The offer was also made to Modi but he did not avail it.
Imran Khan was ridiculed by the opposition and critics for “begging” peace
from India. However, his loud message was also heard by the international community and India had to respond positively, despite initial reluctance and denials.
Pakistan’s dialogue offers to India cannot be termed its weakness.
Pakistan is a nuclear state and its offer is from a position of strength, not
weakness. Contrary to the opposition’s charges, it improved the image of
Pakistan and its prime minister in the international community. Experts
say Pakistan has taken a principled and diplomatic position on talks with
India. Despite Pakistan’s utmost efforts and mature outlook on the relationship, India had maintained its cold attitude towards talks. Some said
Modi had used anti-Pakistan rhetoric to secure a victory and he would
love to use the card in the next election. It is yet to be seen if he changes
his mindset after the election. However, his response to Pakistan has
rekindled hopes of the people of the two countries to resolve their bilateral
issues through talks. If he adopts an obstructionist and stubborn position
on Kashmir and human rights abuses against protesters, the problem will
compound, which would have serious implications not only India, but the
whole region.
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Debate

The charter
of economy
Muhammad Zain

The government of Prime Minister Imran Khan has once again offered the
opposition to sign a charter of economy to improve a faltering economy
and prevent Pakistan’s return to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for
bailout packages in the future. However, it appears the idea will remain a
pipedream in the current situation.
The idea, initially proposed by former Finance Minister Ishaq Dar in
2017 to “draw up a common economic vision for 2018-2023,” can lead
Pakistan to prosperity, if all major political parties agree not to politicise
the economy of the country for their petty gains. The idea fell on dead ears
in the past and it is feared it will again fall prey to politics. Differences
among political parties have reached to a point, where they cannot support
each other, even on issues of national interests. They are not willing to let
the others take credit for the economic revival of the country.
The idea was revived by Opposition Leader Shahbaz Sharif in his
opening speech during debate on the budget 2019-20, and supported by
PPP Co-chairman Asif Zardari. The intent behind the proposed charter is
to devise a long-term economic policy with consensus to bring the country
out of the debt trap and make it self-reliant. The charter would ensure that
no party resorts to politicking in the name of economic issues and that no
new government will scrap all the steps of the previous government, so
that consistency is maintained. Prime Minister Imran Khan is also receptive
to the idea, and has agreed to the formation of a committee on the charter
to consider current economic conditions and propose solutions to problems. However, PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz took an opposing
stance on the charter, terming it a joke.
During his address in parliament, Planning and Development Minister
Khusro Bakhtiar sought joint action from parliamentarians to save the
economy, reminding the lawmakers that when the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
government had come to power, it inherited massive fiscal and current account deficits. He regretted that the need to win "the next political race"
had always hampered the ruling party’s commitment towards economic
stabilisation. “In the initial three years, every government made efforts to
stabilise the economy but later, their focus remained only on winning the
next election. The time has come that the nation decides that the 18th International Monetary Fund (IMF) package will be its last," he asserted.
In anther significant development, the government has formed a highpowered body to formulate development and economy-oriented policies
of the country. The National Development Council (NDC), to be headed
by Prime Minister Imran Khan, will also have Chief of the Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa as one of its members. The federal cabinet approved the formation of the NDC at a meeting. This kind of a national body
has been formed for the first time in the country in which the army has
been given representation. Other members of the council include Foreign
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Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance Dr Hafeez Shaikh, Minister for Planning and Development Khusro
Bakhtiar, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Commerce Abdul Razak Dawood, all provincial chief ministers, AJK prime minister, Gilgit-Baltistan
chief minister, any additional minister/head of strategic body, secretary to
the prime minister, secretaries of foreign affairs, finance and planning division and additional secretary of the Prime Minister Office as secretary to
the NDC. According to the terms of reference, the council will formulate
policies and strategies for development activities aimed at accelerating
the economic growth, approve long-term planning for national and regional
connectivity and provide guidelines for regional cooperation.
The government appears to be serious about its efforts to revive the
economy, but its recent moves to take the opposition along with it prove
otherwise. It has formed a commission of inquiry on loans obtained by PPP
and PML-N governments, which has offended the opposition parties. Pakistan’s foreign debt was Rs6,690b in June 2008, which increased to
Rs30,846b in 2018. Under the Article 166 of the Constitution, the ratio of
foreign debt should not increase over 60pc of GDP, but the law was violated in 2012, when the foreign debts rose to over 60pc of GDP. The commission would comprise senior officials of NAB, Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), Intelligence Bureau (IB),
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), Auditor General of
Pakistan and Accountant General of Pakistan. The economic division secretary will be the secretary of the commission. The opposition believes the
government has formed the commission to harass it.
The government believes all economic problems of the country are because of corruption and mismanagement of the PPP and the PML-N. In his
recent address to the parliament, Planning and Development Minister Khusro
Bakhtiar called former Finance Minister Ishaq Dar an “economic hitman” and
accused the previous Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N) government of failing to utilise $66 billion historic fiscal space to stabilise the national economy.
It appears the idea of a charter of economy will remain a pipedream
in the present situation. The government has no option but to blame the
opposition for the mess in the country. In the situation, the opposition
cannot support it. There are even differences in the PML-N over the proposed charter after Maryam Nawaz opposed Shahbaz Sharif for reviving
the offer. However, the inclusion of the Army Chief in the National Development Council indicates the army supports the government’s efforts
to put the country on the road to prosperity. It would have been better if
the opposition parties had joined the government’s efforts by shunning
their past differences. It would have improved their stature in the eyes of
the people of Pakistan.
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Conflict

US, Turkey on
collision course
Shahid Hussain

Tensions are growing between Turkey and the United States over
Ankara’s decision to purchase a missile defense system from Russia.
Regional experts fear Washington could remove Turkey from the F-35
fighter jet programme and slap it with heavy economic sanctions, which
could have serious consequences for it.
According to media reports, the US government is debating how it
should respond to the Turks, committed to buying the S-400 defence
system, and how they can manage the coming trainwreck's aftermath?
In other words, they are trying to find out how Washington's relations
with Turkey can be rescued from the brink of collapse. According to the
Turkish media, Washington can remove Turkey from the F-35 programme and slap heavy economic sanctions on it. If the US chooses
the option, which the Pentagon and the Congress advocate, July 2019
will be remembered as a historic breaking point in bilateral relations, observed an article in the Daily Sabah, a leading Turkish newspaper.
The second option would involve Turkey's removal from the F-35 programme without further punitive steps. In the case, the administration
would have to stop the Congress from passing aggressive resolutions
against Ankara. The US could thus prevent Turkey from further strengthening its defence cooperation with Russia. It would also leave room for
recovery. The third and final option is to accept Turkey's offer by forming
a joint committee on the S-400 system and maintaining cooperation on
the F-35 programme and elsewhere. For a long time, Ankara has been
keeping a lid on tensions with Washington by compartmentalizing the
relationship. Washington, however, did not keep any of its promises to
the Turks since 2013 and ignored Turkey's legitimate security concerns.
Washington avoided taking steps to address Turkish grievances regarding the Halkbank case, the Manbij agreement, Fetullah Gülen's extradition or military support for the People's Protection Units (YPG). A
proposed safe zone in northern Syria, too, remains on the table. Media
reports of Washington delivering armored vehicles to YPG militants have
also aggravated tensions between the two countries.
Turkey and the US are steadily moving on a collision course. There
have been a number of controversial issues between the two NATO allies. Some of them are stagnant conflicts. One of them is the protracted
conflict of interests between the US and Turkey in Syria. The two countries’ national interests in Syria are concurrent in some areas and divergent in others. They agree, to a certain extent, that Bashar al-Assad
should not have a role in Syria’s future, but the US believes there is no
better alternative than Assad for the moment, while Turkey insists on
not cooperating with Damascus despite their convergent interests on
the Kurdish issue. On the other hand, Turkey is fiercely opposed to the
US arming, equipping and training Kurdish fighters of the People’s Protection Units (YPG) that Ankara considers a terrorist organization, wrote
Yasar Yakis, a former foreign minister of Turkey and founding member
of the ruling AK Party, in the Arab News.
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The second issue is in the Eastern Mediterranean. US-based oil and
gas exploration companies Noble Energy and ExxonMobil have discovered rich oil reserves off the Cyprus coast and the former is among the
signatories to a $9.3 billion deal to extract and export gas. Turkey informed the international community that it believes the natural resources
of Cyprus should be shared with the Turkish Cypriots and that the
Nicosia government has no authority to ignore the Turkish community’s
rights. Turkish Cypriots asked a Turkish company to explore for gas off
the coast of Cyprus and in Turkey’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
The coordinates of the zone were communicated to the UN Secretary
General. A Turkish ship is carrying out the exploration and is protected
by the Turkish navy. The third and most imminent problem between the
US and Turkey is the S-400 versus F-35 issue.
Washington is strongly opposed to Ankara’s purchase of the Russian-made S-400 air defence system on the grounds that it might identify
the weaknesses of the American aircraft. Turkey rejects the reasoning,
saying that the same system is deployed in the Russian Hmeimim air
base in Syria, so it may identify the F-35’s weaknesses when it flies in
the nearby Israeli airspace. Ankara proposed the setting up of a technical
committee to allow experts to discuss the issue. The Pentagon objected
to the proposal but, in a telephone conversation, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan persuaded his US counterpart Donald Trump.
However, since the American members of any technical committee would
be the same Pentagon experts who rejected the idea, it is unlikely that
the Turkish experts would be able to convince them, he noted.
While the setting up of the committee was being discussed between
the two capitals, US Secretary of Defence Patrick Shanahan sent a letter
to his Turkish counterpart Hulusi Akar repeating that Ankara’s decision
to move ahead with the S-400 purchase would likely result in sanctions.
The Turkish Defense Ministry, referring to Shanahan’s letter, says on its
website that the US “expresses its expectation to find a solution to the
existing problem within the framework of the strategic partnership between the two countries and that will preserve the comprehensive security cooperation and emphasizes the importance of the continuation
of the talks.” This optimistic way of summarizing Shanahan’s threatening
letter is a last-minute attempt by Turkey to salvage whatever is left of
the moribund relations between the two NATO allies.
Experts fear another set of sanctions could be imposed on Turkey
by the US Congress. There is a bipartisan initiative in both chambers of
the Congress to impose on Turkey Russia-related sanctions under the
Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act. Trump has
to choose at least five of 12 sanctions to be imposed on a country as
per the provisions of the law. The US has threatened to impose an embargo on Turkey in various areas. Having weaponized its economy
against China, Washington could resort to the same method to tame
Turkey.
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Economics

Dissenting voices
Husnain Shahid

There was no surprise when the opposition asked the government to
present a new budget after withdrawing the document, which it believed
was dictated by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). However, it was
shocking when former Finance Minister Asad Umar found fault with the
budget of his own government in the National Assembly.
It was a rare occasion in Pakistan, where top leaders of political parties make decisions and all ministers and legislators attempt to defend
them blindly, even if they make wrong choices. However, Asad Umar
has set a new example in the country by speaking his mind in front of
the top leadership of his party. Opposing a decision of the government
of his own party to increase taxes on items of daily use, he called for
an investigation into a constant increase in sugar prices. Taking part in
the debate on the budget in the National Assembly, Asad Umar, who
was removed from the post of the finance minister weeks before the
presentation of the budget and in the middle of talks with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), asked the government to reconsider the
decision to increase tax on sugar, ghee and cooking oil and impose the
Federal Excise Duty (FED) on small cars. “It is inappropriate to increase
tax on sugar as its prices are already soaring. An investigation should
be held to ascertain the cause of its price hike,” he demanded.
Asad Umar, who is presently heading the house committee on finance, said the turnover tax should not be imposed at least on new investments for five years. He also proposed withdrawal of the Federal
Excise Duty on small cars to provide benefit to the middle class. He recommended that there should be a further increase of 10 to 15pc in pension and advised the government to either withdraw the gas
infrastructure development cess on fertilisers or make arrangements to
recover it from the owners of factories, who were collecting it from farmers, but not depositing it to the government’s kitty due to litigation on
the issue.
He also disclosed some of details of his talks with the IMF after he
claimed to have persuaded the international lending agency to soften
terms of the loan package for the people of Pakistan. He said there
were five main factors — electricity prices, gas prices, tax rates, policy
rates of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and rupee devaluation —
which were discussed during negotiations with the IMF before his “resignation” from the cabinet. He said the IMF wanted an increase of 50pc
and 94pc in the prices of electricity and gas, respectively. However, he
said, the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority had recommended an 11pc increase in the electricity price, saying there might be
three to four per cent further increase in it. He claimed that it took him
four months to make the IMF agree to one-fourth of the 94pc suggested
increase in the gas price. He said he was happy to see that the SBP
governor had already announced that there would be “flexible exchange
rate” in the country, instead of “free float.” According to him, the IMF
wanted the government to increase the policy interest rate from 9pc to
15pc. Similarly, the IMF put a condition that the tax-to-GDP ratio be

July 1-15, 2019

brought to 13.2pc, which the government now intends to bring to
12.6pc.
It is obvious the government will not make changes to its budget on
the recommendation of its former finance minister. His demand that the
sugar industry and beneficiaries of its rising prices needed to be investigated will also fall on deaf ears. There is no doubt the tax on sugar
would fuel further price hikes. In Pakistan, the leadership of the three
large political parties — the PML-N, PPP and PTI — have all heavily
invested in sugar mills. From Asif Zardari and Nawaz Sharif to Jehangir
Khan Tareen, there are many who derive their strength and clout from
sugar. Experts say it is the sector that no government can reform to the
point where in some places its interests can lead to a ban on the use of
unrefined sugar, or gur. Asad Umar is right when he says the sugar sector needs to be investigated. But who will carry out the investigation?
Its interests know no party, and have a special place in the power politics of Pakistan. Sugar is where state and capital are fused so tightly
that no investigation by any arm of the state is likely to be able to advance.
Analysts fear the new budget would further squeeze the common
man economically. Domestic consumers are set to face up to 200pc
hike in gas prices from July 1, mainly due to the rupee depreciation
against the dollar. The government has already increased gas prices
by up to 143pc during the ongoing financial year. The government is
also all set to increase electricity tariff by Rs1.5 per unit with a financial
impact of Rs175-180 billion, as under a commitment with the IMF, the
full cost of power generation has to be recovered from the consumers.
It is clear a new wave of inflation and rising prices will hit the common
people after the start of the new fiscal year on July 1. More dissenting
voices will grow of legislators of the ruling party, who would find it hard
to face their voters. Resentment among the people will also grow in coming days. The opposition is ready to exploit the situation. It will attempt
to make the people take to the streets for political and personal gains.
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Change

Political forecasting
and system change
Raza Khan

Although the federal government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) presented its first-ever national budget, yet it faced a challenging situation to
pass it from the National Assembly, owing to its razor thin majority in the
house. In case the PTI government is unable to pass the national budget
and there is a lot of possibility of this happening, Prime Minister Imran
Khan would have no moral and legal justification to remain in the saddle.
Opposition parties, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), along with other groups, like the ANP, JUI-F
and Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), have vowed not to let the national budget presented by the PTI government get through the NA. Now much would depend upon two small coalition partners of the government Balochistan
National Party-Mengal (BNP-M) and Muttahida Qaum Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) whether they remain on the side of the government at the time
of voting on the budget in the National Assembly. Insofar as the MQM-P is
concerned, it would most likely remain on the side of the government. However, nothing could be said with certainty about the behaviour of the BNPM. The party has serious issues with the major coalition partner, the PTI,
particularly regarding the rights of Balochistan and recovery of missing
Baloch nationalists. Even if the government would be able to pass the national budget from the National Assembly, it would be with a very thin margin. The situation even would trigger a kind of a political crisis in the country
because the PTI would then face a lot of pressure from the inside, particularly parliamentarians, to give them ministerial and advisory slots otherwise
they may switch political loyalties. There would also be a strong possibility
of the emergence of a forward block within the ruling party which may not
toe the party line or respect PM Khan’s decision. In the scenario, the opposition parties could bring a no-confidence motion against PM Imran Khan
and there would be a great likelihood of the passage of the move. However,
a successful no-confidence against PM Imran Khan would not end the political crisis in the country, rather it would aggravate political instability in the
country. The opposition parties, even in case of a successful no-confidence
against PM Imran Khan, would be facing a daunting task to form their own
government, fundamentally due to deep schisms and lack of trust in each
other. If the opposition parties are able to form a government, it would be
highly unstable and weak and keeping it afloat would be impossible.
In the scenario, when PM Imran Khan would have been removed
through a no-confidence motion and the opposition parties have formed a
weak government, the logical way forward would be to call new national
elections. There is also a possibility that sensing that he no longer enjoys
the confidence of the majority of the National Assembly members, PM
Imran Khan may dissolve the National Assembly. Even in this case, snap
elections would be the way forward. However, it must be noted that constitutionally once a no-confidence is tabled against the leader of the house
or prime minister, he no longer can dissolve the National Assembly. And
once the opposition parties come to know that the PTI no longer enjoys
the majority, they would waste no time to bring in a no-confidence motion
against the prime minister.
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Under the Constitution, if the National Assembly is dissolved by the
leader of the house or in case of no-confidence against the prime minister,
no other party or coalition of parties is able to form the government, new
elections become a natural corollary. In the new elections, the PTI would
go with the argument that during its government it took serious steps
against financial corruption, money launderers, tax evaders and perpetrators of economic terrorism. As the leadership of both main opposition parties, the PML-N and PPP, has been involved in the crimes, therefore, they
have launched a tirade and campaign against the government and can
use ill-gotten money to buy political loyalties and turn the PTI majority into
minority in the National Assembly. Therefore, if the people want to bring
culprits to justice, they must vote in large numbers for the PTI. This is the
only way to put an end to corruption in the country, the PTI can argue.
On the other hand, the opposition parties, PML-N, PPP, ANP, JUI-F, JI
and others, would go for probable snap elections with the argument that
the PTI and PM Imran Khan were profoundly incompetent to run the government and it just targeted its political rivals instead of bringing stability
and sustainability to the state. Therefore, people should not repeat the
mistake to re-elect the PTI.
In either case, the PTI would be able to win with a clear majority than
in the 2018 elections or the opposition parties singly or together could win
snap elections, yet political stability in the country would be highly unlikely.
The way PM Imran Khan has so far ruled the country and the level of competence of his ministers and advisers have left a lot to be desired. Therefore, despite the honesty and earnestness of PM Imran Khan to bring
stability and development to the country, he could not do so due to the incompetence of his ministers and advisers, coupled with insubordination of
the bureaucracy. He would face the same situation if the PTI wins again.
In an event of win of the PML-N and PPP, individually or as an alliance
in the next elections, the greatly-tainted leadership of both parties would
concentrate on taking to task the PTI and Imran Khan and telling the people that the parties leaders were never involved in corruption but wrongly
implicated. They may indulge in more corrupt practices to keep their rank
and file happy and intact. The ultimate victim of the situation would be the
people and state. Thus, snap elections would be in no way a panacea for
the grave issues, conflicts and crisis of Pakistan. The present political system does not have what it takes to address the issues and problems of
the state, people and society. If the country is to be put on the right track
of stability, peace and development, there is a need of systemic change.
The current political leadership sans a few would never like to let go the
political system as it has been a source of its sustenance. Therefore, it
would be up to the people and particularly the intelligentsia of the country,
which would guide and direct the people and mould public opinion that the
present political system does not have the wherewithal to address their
grave problems. If the people are politically enlightened and know the
problems in the system, they would definitely demand system change before the next national elections.
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Opinion

What the US really
wants from Pakistan
Raza Khan

Pakistan is an old partner of the United States, however, the partnership has
evolved over decades and demands and expectations of both sides from each
other have been changing despite their certain relatively stable interests.
Presently, US-Pakistan relations have entered a phase where both countries
have serious doubts about each other’s intentions while they also cannot afford
to sever ties.
Initially, when the US established close ties with Pakistan in the decades of
1950, it fundamentally wanted Karachi to serve as an important link in containing
the former Soviet Union by encircling it and preventing the communist ideology
from spreading in South Asia. Therefore, the US during the Cold War rivalry
with the Soviet Union, wanted Pakistan to be its strong ally and for the purpose
it contributed significantly to its stability. However, certain Pakistanis have had
an opposite view that the Americans did not care for Pakistan stability even during the Cold War. But one does not agree with the line of argument.
On its part, Pakistan during the Cold War wanted Washington to be the
source of its financial and military sustenance, so that its regional rivals India,
the Soviet Union and its puppet Afghanistan, may not harm Pakistan’s integrity
and sovereignty. Unfortunately, Pakistan could not keep its territorial integrity intact as East Pakistan had to become Bangladesh in which both India and the
Soviet Union played an instrumental role. Thus, in a way Pakistan lost its eastern
wing due to its alliance with Washington which had annoyed the Soviet Union.
In the post Cold War US, with its near-dominance of the global scene with
the main challenge coming from non-state militant and terrorist organizations,
specifically Muslim armed militias, wanted Pakistan to serve as an ally against
the militant organizations. However, due to ideological or religious reasons as
well acute security compulsions, Pakistan could not support Washington in a
way as has been expected by the latter. This is despite of the fact that Pakistan
has been on the forefront to help the US trounce Al Qaeda, considered as the
gravest threat to American security by its policymakers. Therefore, there has
been ever-increasing demands from Pakistan “to do more” against militant and
terrorist organizations. Like in the Cold War, when Pakistan put its territorial integrity on the precipice partly for Washington, in the post-September 9, 2001
period and with the launch of the Global War on Terror by the US, Islamabad
once against put its survival at risk at the hands of non-state global, regional
and local Muslim militant organizations, like Al Qaeda and the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).
There has always been an important question raised by observers and policy circles in Pakistan and elsewhere that whether the US has had a deliberate
policy to put Pakistan’s stability and integrity at risk for its core national interests.
Washington, as it always claimed, wants to see a stable and prosperous Pakistan, but under compulsion of its interests could only see its interests served
whether it results in instability and chaos for Pakistan. While any realist state
would have adopted the policy but it could lead to mistrust between allies and
partners and the same has happened to the US-Pakistan relations.
The US is, indubitably, the most powerful country in the world and it is Pakistan’s fortune that the former has important interests in Pakistan due to which
it has had kept extensive relations with the country despite many ups and
downs. It is also noteworthy that Washington has quite old relations with Pakistan; however, since the dawn of the 21st century, the mutual relations have
been dominated by the Afghanistan conflict. In recent years, many experts and
commentators have been explaining and analyzing the Pakistan-US relations
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within the context of the Afghan conflict which although is very important, yet
do not extensively explain the bilateral relations and causes of their deterioration
and potential for improvement. Moreover, as Pakistan is currently engaged with
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to contract a huge bailout package to
address its colossal macroeconomic woes, our policymakers must understand
that most international economic decisions are determined by international political factors. Against this backdrop also, understanding the key interests of
Washington in Pakistan becomes important for our policymakers as the US has
a dominant voting share in all International financial institutions, particularly the
IMF. So, if Pakistan would have to contract economic packages from the IMF, it
would have to show flexibility on political questions with the US; any opposition
to it notwithstanding.
Since the turn of the century, the US has the some key objectives in Pakistan. These are: to get all-out Pakistan support in the Global War on Terror, including military, counterinsurgency operations in the tribal areas, logistical and
intelligence support, primarily in Afghanistan and elsewhere in the world, like
Iraq and Yemen; preventing Pakistan from (what Washington fears) proliferating
nuclear material and technology, particularly to Iran; getting Pakistan support
for reconstruction in Afghanistan, stabilization of the country; courting Pakistan
to support the US anti-Iran stance; pressuring Pakistan to give the Gwadar Port
control to US companies instead of China; to reduce Pakistan-India tensions
but not by playing role in resolving the key issue of Kashmir. Here, it is important
to note that the US policy objectives in Pakistan have been in conflict with that
of Pakistan’s interests, particularly regarding China and India. In case of ChinaPakistan relations, they have largely been strategic and economic. So, like any
other state particularly a global power, the US wants Pakistan to compromise
its own interests for the sake of its policy objectives. This is typical of any patron-client relationship which the US has had with Pakistan. However, times
have changed and, therefore, the nature of the relations must also transform. It
must be realized by both Pakistan and the US.
It must be acknowledged that Pakistan also received handsome financial
and military assistance from Washington. The irony is that without regard for
Pakistan’s sovereignty and interest, the US still wants Islamabad to serve its interests and does not care at all that doing so fly in the face of US oft-repeated
claims of doing its utmost to stabilize Pakistan.
In recent years, Pakistan made two critically strategic decisions: to sign the
multi-billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) agreement and handing
over the control of its key seaport Gwadar to China. The US has not been ostensibly against the CPEC, but quite annoyed over giving the Gwadar seaport
under the operational control of China as Washington considers Beijing as a
strategic competitor in the region. Insofar as the CPEC is concerned, the US
thinks that it would strengthen the regional as well as global power position of
China which would be at the altar of Washington’s interests in the region. Here,
it is important to note that the CPEC is just one part of China’s grand BRI, which
aims at integrating the Eurasian landmass on the pattern of the ancient Silk
Route with China reaping huge benefits of the economic integration. With its
strategic and economic rivalry with Beijing apart, Washington must understand
that the CPEC could be a key stabilizing factor for Pakistan and this, in a way,
serves the avowed interest of the US.
Now the US has to demonstrate to what an extent it is committed to Pakistan’s stability, otherwise the mutual mistrust would exacerbate.
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Disparity

Balance of payment –
a never ending crisis
Muhammad Jahangir

Pakistan’s balance of payment crisis has no ending. Despite receiving loans
from friendly countries, the PTI government faces massive repayments in
the next three months as principal and mark-up on foreign loans and international bonds.
It would put pressure on the country’s foreign exchange reserves held
by the central bank, which had gone up to 10.7 billion dollars after getting
loans from Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and China. But
the reserves are now down to a little over 7 billion dollars. On the other
hand, the inflow of dollars is very slow in the country. The multilateral and
bilateral sources are giving loans to Pakistan at a much slower pace during
the current fiscal year, mainly due to the absence of an IMF programme.
Pakistan borrowed $2.94 billion loan from multilateral and bilateral
sources in eight months (July to February) of the outgoing fiscal year, which
were less than the need of the government. The $2.94 billion loan disbursements from July through February were equal to only 29.4 percent of the
original annual estimates.
Pakistan had estimated to receive $10 billion as foreign assistance from
bilateral, multilateral and banking sources during FY2019. But the receipts
were below expectations. The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), in its monetary
policy, stated that the country’s reserves are still below the standard adequacy levels. However, while the reserves are still below the standard adequacy levels (equal to three months of imports cover), the recent
improvement on the external front has improved business confidence to
some extent.
It may be recalled here that to avert the balance of payment crisis, Prime
Minister Imran Khan had visited friendly countries, like China, the UAE and
Saudi Arabia and requested them to provide loans. Pakistan is facing a financing gap of $12 billion after taking into account all projections of dollar
inflows during the current fiscal year 2018-19. Pakistan had already received three billion dollars from Saudi Arabia. Meanwhile, the deferred oil
payment facility is also in the pipeline, which would reduce the pressure on
the imports of the country. The UAE has so far deposited $2 billion in SBP’s
account.
However, according to experts, the underlying causes of persistent balance of payments crisis are not purely economic. Political decision-making
is equally to blame for it. The problem is rooted in political economy of class
and patronage. The concentration of resources in a few hands results in
higher imports and, thus, higher trade deficit, while egalitarian distribution
of wealth results in higher demand for domestic goods, providing a conducive environment for mass production.
But disparity of resources leads to low industrial capacity due to which
exports cannot be increased. This results in surging trade deficit. Maintaining
an artificial exchange rate is another culprit. As opposed to the undervalua-
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tion policy of China and East-Asian economies, Pakistan has maintained an
overvalued exchange rate that encourages imports and penalizes exports.
The country’s import lobby is in a strong position to exert pressure and
influence policy-makers to keep an overvalued currency. Secondly, with the
rupee to dollar parity becoming a symbol of false national pride and barometer of economic performance, political expediency rather than economic
reality guides foreign trade policy.
Crony capitalism thrives under corrupt political governments. The misuse of discretionary powers promotes the SRO culture which benefits favorite businesses. It promotes rent-seeking behavior and provides no
incentive to innovate and compete in world markets. The outcome is continuous erosion of Pakistan’s exports potential, and hence, the rising trade
deficit.
Pakistan’s sugar mafia is a perfect example of crony capitalism. Pakistani consumers will benefit from low international sugar prices if cotton
production replaces water-intensive sugarcane. Export of raw cotton or
value-added textile exports will surely earn foreign exchange more than required to finance import of sugar. However, the sugar lobby which is dominant in politics has its way, adding to BoP problems.
The government’s wrong policies encourage import-oriented activities
while discouraging export businesses. As the current trend shows, even
traditional industrial houses are investing in real estate and building shopping malls because establishing an industrial unit is a more challenging
task as compared to parking money in the property sector. The resulting
deindustrialization has become a major impediment to exports growth.
The upshot of the analysis is that without structural reforms, we cannot
overcome the persistent balance of payment crisis. Civil society and media
are powerless and can play no meaningful role in changing counter-productive government policies. Elite capture of autonomous institutions responsible for national economic management cost the public exchequer
billions of dollars each year. Further, there are no incentive mechanisms to
shift resources from rent-seeking sectors to export-oriented industries
based on efficiency, competition and innovation.
Seen in this perspective, Pakistan’s BoP crisis is not purely an economic
phenomenon. It is embedded in the structure of society as it is currently
composed. As the proponent of Naya Pakistan, the PTI government must
move quickly to break the vicious cycle.
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Viewpoint

The taxation
conundrum
Muhammad Jahangir

Contrary to the prevailing perception, Pakistanis are not undertaxed but
overtaxed. Millions of Pakistanis are subjected to over 65 withholding
taxes. Resultantly, millions having no taxable income are subjected to
taxation. Taxpayers are not less than 95 million, but return filers are
very low – only 1,492,507 filed income returns for tax year 2018
whereas the number was 1,756,982 for tax year 2017. In 2006-07, the
FBR received 2.1 million returns.
Prime Minister Imran Khan, at a meeting on FBR reforms early this
year said: “A country where 30 percent of the country’s budget is being
spent on payment of interest on loans, ignoring loopholes in the present
tax system is a criminal negligence. In the past, due to harassment
caused to the public and business community, complicated system of
tax recovery, corruption and spending of tax money on the lavish
lifestyle of the rulers, the ordinary citizens had lost their trust in the system and the FBR that we need to restore”.
According to the 2017 official census, the country’s population is an
estimated 212.7 million. The dependent population of children under
the age of 15 years as on June 30, 2018, was 35.4 percent, and 4.2
percent of people were above 65 years. Out of the total population, 40
million were below the poverty line, earning less than two dollars a day.
Our labour force was around 70 million – the majority of it in rural area
(42.3 percent) that earned below taxable income or agricultural income
falling outside the ambit of Income Tax Ordinance. In terms of these
numbers, individuals liable to income tax could not be more than 5 million in tax year 2018.
According to available data, the FBR collected 12.5 percent advance,
adjustable income tax from 95 million mobile users during the fiscal year
2017-18. Out of them, only 1,492,507 (0.98%) filed tax returns for tax
year 2018 till the last extended date (December 17, 2018) after availing
many months of relaxation. The figure may go up to 1.6 million till December 31, 2019, but it will remain below the level of 1.7 million as on
December 31, 2018. But the majority of the mobile users do not have a
taxable income, hence, are not legally required to file tax returns.
The problem lies somewhere else. The rich and powerful classes
are not paying taxes according to their ability. From tax year 2013 to
2017, less than 40,000 paid tax between Rs 1,000,000 and Rs. 10 million, and less than 5,000 declared tax over Rs 10 million. At present,
millions having below taxable incomes are paying income tax at source,
yet the FBR says that people of Pakistan do not pay taxes. It is relevant
to note here that small traders using commercial electricity connections
are paying advance income tax under Section 235 of the Income Tax
Ordinance, 2001. It is an undeniable fact that the FBR has failed to get
due tax from the rich, its main emphasis being on withholding taxes.
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As per FBR’s Year Book 2017-18, direct tax collection during 2017-18
was Rs. 1536.6 billion - withholding taxes: 68.5 percent, advance tax:
21.9 percent and paid with returns 2.7 percent. FBR’s own efforts
through demand and collection yielded 6.9 percent.
We have a skewed taxation system which penalizes the poor while
turning a blind eye to the shenanigans of the rich. Sparing the ultrarich, who are deliberately avoiding tax obligations, and taxing the millions having incomes below taxable limit, is a gross violation of the
Article 3, 4 and 25 of the Constitution. Why should poor people hire a
tax adviser to file returns and pay money to get refund? The extreme
injustice in the tax system demands a widow and a senior citizen to pay
10 percent income tax on gross yield earned from Bahbood Certificate
or Pension Account of National Saving Scheme. On the other hand,
rich and mighty landowners, absentee landlords are paying meagre or
no tax.
The fact is that the FBR has failed to tax those who have amassed
vast illegal wealth. Had they been taxed at normal tax rates, collection
could have reached Rs. 8 trillion. The target is still achievable provided
collection is fully automated, tax machinery is overhauled, leakages are
plugged and all exemptions/concessions to the privileged classes are
withdrawn. Banks, WAPDA, PTCL and mobile companies that collect
advance taxes on behalf of the FBR are fully computerised. By using
their database, he FBR can easily determine a fair tax base. Provisional
assessments can be made in respect of persons who are not filing tax
returns and recoveries can be made. This is one way to solve the problem of non-filers.
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Education

Budgetary allocations show
education not a priority
Rasheed Ali

The financial year 2019-20 budgetary allocations for the education sector
in the centre as well in provinces, where the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) is in power, or is a major coalition partner, have really disappointed
people who are concerned about the state of literacy and quality of education in the country.
The ruling party has always placed education on top of its priority list
in the past. Its manifesto says “(The) PTI will put in place the most ambitious education agenda in Pakistan’s history, spanning reform of primary,
secondary, tertiary, vocational, and special education.” It promises allocating at least 4% of GDP (gross domestic product) for the sector, as prescribed by the world bodies, admitting that “the public school delivery
system is under-resourced and has capacity constraints”.
PTI Chairman Imran Khan’s maiden speech as the 22nd prime minister of Pakistan pledged that the education crisis would be treated as an
emergency; his government would put all out-of-school children in
schools, and allocate adequate funds for the purpose. However, the budgetary allocations for the sector, announced in finance bill 2019-20, have
brought sheer disappointment to those who believed in the party manifesto and speeches of the prime minister.
In the federal budget, allocations for education have been reduced by
20.5%. The PTI-led coalition government in the centre has earmarked Rs.
77.262 billion for education affairs and services, against the revised allocation of Rs. 97.155b for the current fiscal year, showing a decrease of
around 20.5%. Also, despite its claims of furthering the cause of higher
education in the country, the government made a sweeping cut of 40% in
the funding for the Higher Education Commission (HEC) in the current
fiscal year. Pakistan's expenditure on education as percentage to GDP
was estimated at 2.4% in fiscal year 2018-19, which was the lowest in the
region. And for fiscal year 2019-20, allocations for the sector have further
been lowered.
The official documents show that Rs. 28.64b has been earmarked for
the Higher Education Commission (HEC) under the Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) for 2019-20, against Rs. 35.830b in 201819, which was later revised downward to Rs. 30.961b. The HEC had
demanded Rs. 55b under the PSDP for 2019-20. The bulk of expenditure
at Rs. 65.233b has been allocated for tertiary education affairs and services in the budget 2019-20, which is 84.4% of the total allocation under
the head.
The budgetary details, published by the national media, say that Rs.
2.831b has been earmarked for pre-primary and primary education affairs,
compared with Rs. 10.120b allocated in 2018-19, Rs. 6.718b for secondary education affairs and services for 2019-20, against Rs. 12.365b for
2018-19, Rs. 65.233b for tertiary education affairs and services against
Rs. 71.824b, earmarked for 2018-19, which was later revised to Rs.
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71.743b, and Rs. 1.407b for administration against Rs. 1.588b for 201819, which was later revised to Rs. 1.565b.
There’s good news also for parents. The federal government has reduced duties on paper meant for textbooks by 3%, which would reduce
the prices of books in a marginal way, benefiting the students at large.
A cut in budgetary allocations for education was also made in the Punjab, the population-wise biggest province of the country, where the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf is a major ruling coalition partner. The provincial
government has allocated a total budget of Rs. 383b for the sector, of
which Rs. 336b is the current budget, mostly going to salaries and other
related expenditures, while Rs. 46.9b is for development budget, to be
spent on development of educational institutions across the province
under the Annual Development Plan (ADP) 2019-2020.
The proposed finance bill showed that in terms of percentage of the
overall education budget, only 12.2% would be spent on the development
side, while the rest would be used for meeting the non-development expenditures. The development budget for the education sector, Rs. 46.9bn,
is almost 14% of the total provincial development budget, which is Rs.
350b.
According to official figures, the PTI government, in its first budget,
presented for eight months of 2018-19 in October last year, had allocated
Rs. 32.8b development budget for education. If compared with it, the present development budget, Rs. 46.9b, shows an increase by 43%. However,
if compared with the Pakistan Muslim League-N’s 2017-18 development
budget, i.e. Rs. 81.9b, a decrease of 43% is noted. For the fiscal year,
the then government had allocated a development budget of Rs. 53.3b
for school education alone, which was almost Rs. 6b more than the PTI’s
total development budget for education this financial year.
As far as the overall development budget for education is concerned,
the maximum share, Rs. 32b, will go to school education, followed by Rs.
7.3b to higher education. Special education will get one billion rupees, literacy and non-formal basic education Rs. 2.6b, while sports & youth affairs will get Rs. 4b.
However, the government has come up with an ambitious plan of setting up six new universities in the province, including the much discussed
Baba Guru Nanak University in Punjab’s district Nankana Sahib – the
birthplace of the founder of the Sikh religion, Baba Guru Nanak. Of the
total Rs. 32b for school education, Rs. 2.5b will be spent on the ongoing
schemes, Rs. 3.4b on the new schemes, while Rs. 26b will be spent on
other development programme including Rs. 19.5b for new initiatives of
the School Education Department for imparting education under the Punjab Education Foundation (PEF), and Rs. 5b for new initiatives of the
School Education Department for imparting education through outsourcing of public schools under the Punjab Education Initiatives Management
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Authority (PEIMA).
The Danish School and Centres of Excellence Authority has been allocated Rs. 1.5b, up from one billion rupees in the previous year. The
PML-N government had earmarked Rs. 3b for the project in its last budget
for fiscal year 2017-18.
In Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, where the PTI is running the show smoothly
without the support of any coalition partner, Finance Minister Taimur Jhagra admitted in his budget speech that the province needed at least
65,000 more teachers to impart education to all school-age children. However, he said that funds were available for recruiting 21,000 teachers only
during the fiscal year 2019-20. He also announced allocation of funds for
improving the condition of 28,000 schools in the province, adding that
3,000 Assistant Sub-Divisional Officers (ASDOs) out of a plan of 7,000,
would also be appointed to act as head teachers at schools. During the
fiscal year 2019-20, the government would construct 6,000 new classrooms, initiate 700 modern preschool nursery classrooms, set up a
woman cadet college and Rs. 1.86b would be awarded as scholarships.
According to the budget statement, the elementary and secondary education department stood third in terms of funding allocation with Rs.
17.38b for the next year against the revised estimate of Rs14.9b in the
current year.
There’s, however, good news for the higher education sector in the
province. In the new financial year 2019-20, Rs. 5.7b has been allocated
for the sector with 40% increase, compared with 2018-19 allocations. Rs.
2.5b has been allocated for 20 universities of the province.
The Pakistan People’s Party government in Sindh has declared education its top priority for the fiscal year 2019-20, claiming an increase in
the budgetary allocations for the sector. According to the official documents, the allocation for school education has been increased from Rs.
170.832b to Rs. 178.618b in the FY2019-20. Also, on the development
side, Rs. 15.15b has been allocated in the ADP 2019-20. Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah said that his government had developed the Sindh Education Sector Plan & Roadmap (2019-23) through a consultative process.
Civil society, intelligentsia and academia were taken on board considering
them equal stakeholders in the development of society. He claimed that
the new sector plan focuses on providing additional classrooms to accommodate fresh entrants to schools and ensuring a conducive environment
in schools in terms of the provision of clean drinking water facilities, toilets
and compound walls to ensure retention of students, especially girl students.
School education has been allocated Rs. 15.15b for 279 schemes (188
ongoing and 91 new schemes). Also, Rs. 9.597b has been allocated for
the Sindh Education Foundation for 2019-20. The funding for the college
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education has been increased in the non-development budget from Rs.
15.777b to Rs. 18.094b, and on the development side, Rs. 4b allocated
under the ADP 2019-20.
Major development initiatives in the College Education Department
are: 17 new degree colleges planned to be established in Karachi (Korangi, Malir, West), Hyderabad, Umerkot, Sukkur, Jamshoro, Shikarpur,
Jacobabad and Sanghar. The allocation for the Universities & Boards Department increased from Rs. 9.529b to Rs. 10.585b in the current financial
year.
However, critics have always contested budgetary allocation claims of
the Sindh provincial government, saying no visible change on the education scene, especially in rural Sindh, is observed for years. The PPP has
been in power in the province for over a decade, but schools and colleges
in interior Sindh still present a depressing scene, despite announcement
of billions of rupees for the sector every year.
The mineral-rich area-wise largest province, Balochistan, has suffered
from years of neglect and under-funding as far as the education sector is
concerned. The province has a literacy rate of 39%, which is much lower
than the national rate. Official statistics show a dismal state of education
in the province, which constitutes 44% of the country’s total land mass.
There are 12,600 primary, middle and high schools for more than 22,000
settlements in the province. The province will have yet to establish 10,000
schools on a war-footing to ensure the provision of education to children
across the province. It has 57,000 government teachers, while it needs
60,000 more. The province has only 1.3 million school-going children out
of total 3.6 million children. The situation of educational facilities in all parts
of the province, excluding Quetta, is worst.
In financial year 2019-20, the sector again failed to get sufficient allocations, as only Rs. 60b were set aside by the provincial authorities. The
finance minister announced the Balochistan government had decided to
fill 15,998 vacant posts in the Education Department on merit, though
there is no guarantee the promise would be fulfilled, keeping in view the
past record of such promises. According to the minister, in the secondary
education sector, 1,057 new posts would be created. Around 123 new primary schools, 125 middle schools and 94 high schools would be established and upgraded, he announced.
There seemed only one good news in the budget document for the education sector: universities’ annual grant of Rs. 550m has been increased
to Rs. 1.5bn, which would be disbursed through the Universities’ Finance
Commission. However, until and unless budgetary allocations are not increased for school education, especially girl education, the dream of bringing the literacy rate in the province on a par with the national figures could
not be materialised.
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Media

Might is still right in Pakistan
Faheem Amir
The principle of might is right is prevalent in Pakistani society, where powerful
people, including politicians, feudal lords, religious leaders, businesspeople
and bureaucrats are dealing with powerless people very harshly. They don’t
have any fear of law in their minds while inflicting pain and torture on the poor
people.
They are endeavouring their best even to silence all sane voices which
are growing against their cruelty and corruption. They are even trying to control
the media, electronic, print and social, to prolong their power and rule. If someone tries to expose their corruption, they are threatened, beaten and killed by
members of the cruel group.
Fawad Chaudhry, Federal Minister for Science and Technology, slapped
journalist Sami Ibrahim in the face at a wedding function in Faisalabad. The
minister, shamelessly, admitted in an interview that he had slapped the anchorperson to teach him a lesson. Fawad Chaudhry said he had slapped the
journalist because he had knocked the door of all government institutions for
justice but no one heard him. He said he had approached the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) and then the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), but to no avail. When suggested that he should have registered
his complaint with departments concerned instead of taking law into his own
hands, he replied that no institution had redressed his complaint, as unfortunately no department was working. The minister said he had been a victim of
character assassination daily. He said there remained just two options: either
to tolerate humiliation or teach a lesson to those who attack you.
The Ministry of Science and Technology also issued a statement regarding
the incident. It reads: Chaudhry had "reacted after another person tried to
wound his self-esteem. The incident should not be treated as a clash between
two institutions but as a conflict between two individuals. To term a patriotic
Pakistani and government office holder as an agent of enemy agencies is
contrary to moral and journalistic ethics," the statement said. "Along with
protesting against (Chaudhry's) actions, people must also ask Sami Ibrahim
why he had trampled over a patriotic Pakistani's self esteem," it added.
The rift between Chaudhry and Ibrahim came to light earlier in June when
the senior anchorperson had alleged that there were some members in the
PTI, who were hatching a conspiracy against Prime Minister Imran Khan to
remove him and to weaken the Pakistan Army. According to Ibrahim, “Fawad
Chaudhry is among people who are conspiring against the government”. The
minister also responded by using bad language against the anchorperson in
his tweets. He also accused Sami of blackmailing him when he was the information minister. Ibrahim responded to Chaudhry's remarks in his TV programme. He also accused Chaudhry of using state vehicles for personal
purposes during his tenure as information minister.
The incident occurred in the presence of journalists Rauf Klasra and Arshad Sharif. A video of the incident has also been leaked to the social media.
After the incident, Ibrahim lodged a complaint with the Mansoorabad police
station in Faisalabad. But, so far, no legal action has been taken against the
minister. In spite of the journalist community’s protests and PM Imran Khan’s
call to Sami Ibrahim, Fawad Chaudhry is still performing his duties without
any shame and fear.
Fawad Chaudhry is notorious for his bellicose behaviour. Many times, he
has clashed verbally with journalists. But, now, the minister has used violence
against a journalist. It shows that he is not fit for the job as a minister. Government ministers are supposed to stick to higher standards of patience, responsibility and dignity than the rest of us. There should not be any excuse for
Fawad’s despicable and irresponsible behaviour.
Fawad’s ministry is trying to ensure that the incident should not be seen
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as a “clash between two institutions but as a conflict between two individuals”,
which is absolutely wrong. Sami Ibrahim levelleved allegations against Fawad
Chaudhry as a journalist. In response, Fawad Chaudhry used his official Twitter account to insult the journalist. It is the duty of the minister to take the journalist to the court, if he thinks the news is incorrect. But, the minister did not
follow the legal path. Rather, he attacked the journalist physically to silence
his voice.
In Pakistan, it is not a new thing. Many seen and unseen forces try to control
the media, including electronic, print and social, with force and sometimes,
through legal actions. According to a recent Pakistan Press Foundation (PFF)
report, seven journalists and one media organisation owner faced legal actions
in 2018, while 48 journalists have been deliberately targeted and murdered for
their reports since 2002. Over 171 journalists came under serious attacks, 77
faced minor assaults. Eighteen journalists were arrested while 26 were detained. According to the report, 32 media houses came under attack while residences of 11 journalists were also attacked. The PFF also registered 130
incidents of censorship while the number of total cases monitored by it stands
at 699. In 2018 and 2019, six journalists were killed. In the Reporters without
Borders 2019 World Press Freedom Index, Pakistan ranked 142nd out of 180
countries- falling three places from 2018. Freedom Network, a media rights
watchdog, has reported that more than 157 attacks on journalists between May
2017 and April 2018 were registered, 55 of them occurred in Islamabad alone.
At least 26 journalists have been killed in last five years in Pakistan while
the murdered journalists and their families have received justice in only one
of the 26 cases, and in the case also a conviction was handed down by a
lower court, but the accused was able to get the sentence overturned at the
high court level, says the report. The study reveals that newspaper journalists
(18 of 26 killed) are three times more vulnerable than TV journalists (8 killed).
The Punjab is the most dangerous province in Pakistan to practice journalism
(8 killed) followed by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (7 killed). Print journalists are at
the most risk of being murdered if they are based in the Punjab (6 killed) and
KP (6 killed) and TV journalists, if they are based in Sindh (4 killed) and the
Punjab (2 killed). The most murderers of journalists remain faceless and
unidentified. According to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CJP), press
freedom in Pakistan is deteriorating, even as murders of journalists decline.
No doubt, a fall in the murder of journalists is good news. But the threat of attacks on journalists is still increasing.
Fawad Chaudhry's attack on Sami Ibrahim will encourage other politicians
to beat and humiliate journalists without any fear in the coming days. Interestingly, the minister has also charged his own government and state institutions
for not giving him justice against the journalist. If he thinks the PTI government
is not performing well, he should resign.
It is an issue which should be taken very seriously, if the state and the government want to protect journalists and freedom of the press in the country.
But, unfortunately, the PTI government will not take any action against powerful Fawad Chaudhry who believes in might is right and personal vendetta.
On the other hand, the PTI government's another Federal Minister, Faisal
Vawda, also does not believe in the Constitution and institutions of Pakistan.
He has publicly expressed his desire to “hang 5,000 people” in order to reform
Pakistan. The purpose of the bizarre remark was just to attract and divert the
attention of the people from their real issues. The ludicrous statement shows
that the PTI government has no solution to the prevailing ills. The opposition
claims PM Imran Khan and his government's ministers are promoting intolerance in the country by threatening their opponents and journalists, which is a
disservice to the country, its people and real democracy.
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Epidemic

Pakistan’s HIV problem
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

Once Bill Gates said, “AIDS itself is subject to incredible stigma.” The Sixtyninth World Health Assembly endorsed a new Global Health Sector Strategy on HIV for 2016-2021. The strategy includes five strategic directions
that guide priority actions by countries and by WHO over the next six years.
The strategic directions include: Information for focused action, interventions for impact (covering the range of services needed), delivering for
equity (covering the populations in need of services), financing for sustainability, innovation for acceleration (looking towards the future). WHO is a
cosponsor of the Joint United Nations Programme on AIDS (UNAIDS).
Within UNAIDS, WHO leads activities on HIV treatment and care, HIV and
tuberculosis co-infection, and jointly coordinates with UNICEF the work on
the elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV.
The strategy builds on the extraordinary public health achievements
made in the global HIV response since WHO launched the Special Programme on AIDS in 1986. It continues the momentum generated by the
Millennium Development Goals and the universal access commitments.
The recent surge in detection of HIV-positive cases in just one taluka of
Larkana district has painted a bleak picture of the existing healthcare system in Sindh, where a number of bodies exist to fight HIV and other diseases but the situation has turned alarming.
Larkana is considered to be the political capital of the ruling Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) and increasing numbers of such ailments indeed reflect poorly as far as its tall claims of good governance are concerned. The
situation calls for a thorough audit of the healthcare system and related
aspects. The conditions at the primary and secondary level of health facilities are enough to make one worry.
Just a couple of years ago, close to 100 people, out of 13,600 measles
patients, died in seven districts of upper Sindh after the Expanded Programme of Immunisation (EPI) had failed to achieve required vaccination
coverage and dying children in Thar is another tragedy. Recent screening
of 21,375 people for HIV, 681 found infected and 537 of them are children.
Without immediate and proper attention, the HIV emergence can develop into full-blown cases of AIDS. Also, quackery apparently is the leading cause behind the current outbreak of HIV-positive cases in Larkana,
as quacks reused syringes for patients. If community screening is carried
out elsewhere, as carried out in villages of Hyderabad district by Peoples
Primary Healthcare Initiative (PPHI), it would end up in more HIV cases.
Sindh Health Minister Dr Azra Pechuho disclosed that Hyderabad district was another high-risk area for HIV/AIDS in Sindh. Initially, Sindh’s
AIDS Control Programme manager Dr Sikandar Memon had claimed
10,000 HIV cases were there in Sindh. In Larkana, a doctor, who himself
tested positive for HIV during screening, has been arrested. He was accused by the Larkana deputy commissioner “of infecting 15 children” but
health services director general Dr Masood Solangi disputed the DC’s
statement and termed the doctor “insane” though the DIG police rejected
the claim. But, there is no explanation whether the 15 children were infected by him.
Bodies, like the Sindh Blood Transfusion Authority (SBTA), Sindh
Healthcare Commission (SHCC) and the AIDS Control Programme, apparently work in isolation. Whereas they need to expand the scope of
screening to other districts. The SBTA’s task is to curb unsafe blood transfusion through unregistered blood banks. However, over the last several
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years it failed to make its presence felt effectively until it was headed by
Dr Zahid Ansari. The authority had even declined to run German-funded
blood centres in Sindh.
Now, Dr. Dur-e-Naz Jamal as its new head, visited Larkana against the
backdrop of the HIV-positive cases and got some unregulated facilities
closed. The AIDS Control Programme has not been able to reduce the
HIV burden and it is not sharing correct statistics of the disease that may
otherwise enable the government to combat AIDS, lest it attains epidemic
proportions in other parts of Sindh, too.
Reports said that the World Health Organisation (WHO)-recommended
kits for blood screening were not used even at the privatised health facilities. “No third-party evaluation is done in respect of the BHUs, so far run
by the PPHI to see what qualitative change it had brought about. While
services were being privatised, the much-talked about change in the delivery of qualitative healthcare still remained a distant dream.
HIV continues to be a major global public health issue, having claimed
more than 35 million lives so far. In 2017, 940 000 people died from HIVrelated causes globally. A major factor that must be accounted for in the
overall HIV transmission scenario is the rampant use of therapeutic injections, often with non-sterile injection equipment. There are an estimated
800 million therapeutic injections given annually in Pakistan or approximately 4.5 per capita. This is among the highest in the world. This has led
to the prevalence of Hepatitis C infection.
HIV can be suppressed by combination ART consisting of three or more
ARV drugs. In 2016, WHO released the second edition of the consolidated
guidelines on the use of antiretroviral drugs for treating and preventing HIV
infection. By mid-2018, 163 countries already have adopted this recommendation, which covers 98% of all PLHIV globally. Expanding access to
treatment is at the heart of a set of targets for 2020 which aim to bring the
world on track to end the AIDS epidemic by 2030.
Ending the AIDS epidemic will require rapid acceleration of the response over the next five years and this can only be achieved through renewed political commitment, additional resources, and technical and
programmatic innovations.
It will guide efforts to accelerate and focus HIV prevention, enable people to know their HIV status, provide antiretroviral therapy and comprehensive long-term care to all people living with HIV, and challenge
pervasive HIV-related stigmatization and discrimination.
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Opinion

Pakistan: In need of
qauasi-socialist
economic system
Dr. Shazad Latif

Pakistanis are now facing a two-faced sword; high prices and joblessness.
Unless we take some drastic steps, inflation will go out of hand and Pakistan
will lag behind economically.
High inflation will force businesses to increase wages, thus resulting in a
further increase in prices! Additionally, the cost of production inputs will increase, thus render our exportables even more uncompetitive. This will result
in further job loss. Poverty is very high in Pakistan. Poor are getting poorer. In
Pakistan, average annual income is U$1516 per person, which is one of the
lowest in the region. They cannot afford the basic necessities for survival.
There is an estimated Rs.250billion worth of charity given every year.
Yet this charity has not made any dent in poverty in Pakistan. The responsibility lies on the shoulders of the state to ensure no one sleeps hungry and
all the basic needs of the poor are met. Drastic steps must be taken to eradicate the problem of poverty.
What we need is; a quasi-socialist economic system with agricultural revolution. Pakistan is supposed to be an agrarian country, yet we import food
items, like vegetables, fruits, lentils, edible oils, and even cotton! Our main
focus must be agriculture, dairy, cow-sheep-goat farming, poultry farming, and
fish farming. We must quantify as accurately as the possible annual consumption of each and every consumable product and produce beyond needs with
proper guidance to farmers. All agriculture products must be bought by the
government at a set rate from farmers directly and sold straight to consumers
through properly-managed utility stores, cutting out all the middle-men and
hoarders to ensure availability to consumers at lowest prices possible. Balance
of the produce should be sold to value-adding agro-products manufacturing
businesses to help create jobs. This will ensure farmers maximize their production and receive good prices for their produce. Agricultural universities
must be required to do a better job and come up with innovative ideas through
research such as the development of better seeds to enhance production per
acre. Also, strategize where to produce what to maximize production. Other
agro-products we import must be produced domestically. This is to have better
control over prices and the least use of the foreign exchange. The universities
need to bring education to agriculture, thus up bring a new generation of educated farmers.
In this time of scarcity of water, it is imperative to use modern ways to irrigate. The drip water system must be implemented to reduce water usage by
more than 75%. Thus, water will be available to irrigate more land. Rivers and
canals must be connected to have a better irrigation system, save water and
start boat transportation. It will also supply water to areas where it is not available. Higher production of fertilizer must be encouraged to ensure availability
at reasonable prices. Cartel hold on the sugar industry must be removed to
decrease and regulate prices. The government should buy the whole sugarcane crop at the right price and then supply it to the sugar industry. Then, buy
back the sugar at a set reasonable price to supply directly to the public.
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Meat is one of the most expensive food in Pakistan. People consume a
very low quantity of meat and fish because of the high cost. Pakistan is the
fourth largest producer of milk, yet we consume water-mixed milk, even chemically made milk. Capacity-building efforts must be made to enhance the production of meat of all kinds and milk to reduce prices domestically and
enhance export of value-added products. Agriculture must be controlled by
the government to maximize production by research, employing efficient
means, cold storages, proper pricing and supply to consumers and sales to
agro-products’ manufacturers.
The special focus on agriculture will have multiple benefits along with controlled prices for basics like onion, tomatoes, lemon, lentils, meats, etc., better
lives for farmers, earning of foreign exchange, job creation and a reduction of
migration to urban areas. Additionally, we need to adopt inward-looking policies. We must produce all possible importables such as; high brand women’s
make-up, chemicals, cars, motorcycles, mobiles, etc. domestically in Pakistan.
All big name brands and manufacturers of items most imported should be invited on very attractive terms to set up manufacturing in Pakistan. This way,
we can reduce imports, save foreign exchange as well as create jobs within
Pakistan. We should encourage businesses in both public private and 100%
private sectors. The business establishment process must be made easy. We
must help establish small businesses, especially based on the industry. Because in any country, small businesses help create the most jobs.
De-regulation must be done as much possible. In Pakistan, inflation in
most part is supply-side driven rather than demand-side driven. The State
Bank of Pakistan must be discouraged to increase interest rates to such a
high level. Increasing interest rates slows down the job-creating activity. It also
increases the cost of doing business. Exports must be enhanced by reducing
the cost of manufacturing inputs, thus making exportables very competitive in
the world market.
Indirect taxing must be eliminated as much as possible, like on mobile
phone cards, etc. The actual cost of petrol, diesel, gas, and electricity must
be made public. No taxes should be added to them by the government. They
must be supplied to the public at true cost. It will help control inflation and spur
economic development. Direct taxes must be ensured to be collected from
the whole population at a very low rate. There must not be a choice that one
can be a non-filler. Instead of blaming each other for lack of water, cleanliness,
schools, etc. there must be only one government layer that would be responsible and answerable. It will also reduce government expenditures by a great
deal.
This quasi-socialist agenda must be confined to agriculture and production
inputs. The current economic system and political structure have not provided
the very basic necessities of the public. This has resulted in a much greater
number of have-nots. We must make concrete structural changes to ensure
Pakistan is put on the right economic and social development path.
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The travel ban shows what
happens when the Supreme
Court trusts Trump
Joshua A. Geltzer and Neal K. Katyal

A year ago, the Supreme Court upheld, by a 5-4 vote, President Trump’s
imposition of a ban on travel from several predominantly Muslim countries.
The court’s decision was gravely disappointing the day it was handed
down. A year later, it looks even worse — particularly because it rested on
three premises pushed by Trump Administration lawyers that have proven
thoroughly unfounded.
The false premises should act as a cautionary tale: This term’s
Supreme Court case on whether to allow a citizenship question on the
2020 census was similarly argued on what may turn out to be false premises. In the travel ban case, first, the more conservative justices emphasized its temporary nature. The decision acknowledged that the provision
of federal immigration law relied on by President Trump refers to a president’s authority to “suspend the entry” of foreigners to the United States;
it further acknowledged that the word “suspend” means something temporary rather than permanent. Moreover, the majority opinion emphasized
that, according to the same federal law, the president could maintain the
ban only “for such period as he shall deem necessary.” The ban was thus
upheld as something merely temporary — as required by law.
Yet here we are, a year since the court upheld Mr. Trump’s third version
of the ban, almost two years since that version took effect and nearly 29
months since Mr. Trump issued the ban in its original form. The ban upheld
by the court remains in full effect, and there’s not a whisper from the White
House that it will be repealed. What the court’s majority accepted as temporary looks increasingly permanent. This was exactly the risk that a bipartisan group of former top officials — like William Webster, Jack
Danforth, Christie Whitman and others — warned.
Second, the opinion emphasized a year ago that, even with the ban in
place, there was a requirement for periodic review of the countries subject
to it. The majority’s opinion stressed that the presidential proclamation carrying out the ban requires the Department of Homeland Security to assess
on a continuing basis whether entry restrictions against particular countries
should be altered — and to provide a report to the president every 180
days. Indeed, the majority justices seemed quite taken by the convenient
fact that, just 15 days before the case was argued at the Supreme Court,
the White House had removed Chad from the list of countries subject to
the ban as a result of the 180-day review.
Well, it’s been 14 months since Chad was removed from a ban to which
it never should’ve been subject in the first place, and no other country has
shared its good fortune. Indeed, not only has no country come off the list
since the court upheld the ban, but there’s been no public indication we
have found that the required 180-day review is even occurring. If it is, it’s
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happening entirely in secret — and yielding no alterations. The regular reviews emphasized a year ago by the court’s majority now look even more
like something more fictional than a robust evaluation process.
Third, the court’s decision noted that, even while the ban remained in
place and even for countries still subject to it, “case-by-case waivers” were
available for individuals to allow them to travel to the United States if they
could show “undue hardship.” The chief justice’s majority opinion emphasized that the availability of waivers made Mr. Trump’s travel ban more
similar to actions of earlier presidents. It also underscored the direction
given to consular officers to assess waiver applications while addressing
any public safety concerns and broader implications for the national interest.
The waiver program looked like a sham a year ago, as a consular officer made clear in a sworn affidavit in another matter and as Justice
Stephen Breyer emphasized in his powerful dissent. It looks like even more
of a sham now. According to the Trump administration’s own data, between
December 2017 and May 2018 approximately 98 percent of those who applied for a visa to travel to the United States did not receive a waiver. More
recent reporting still shows only 6 percent of those subject to the travel
ban receiving waivers. What’s more, the process even for seeking a waiver
has remained opaque to the point of being inscrutable. So have the criteria
by which consular officers evaluate the waiver applications they do receive.
The waiver process held up by the court’s majority a year ago continues
to let down applicants today.
Reasonable people can differ about whether these three points were
obvious to the court a year ago, and the court’s defenders are right to suggest that it doesn’t usually second-guess presidential determinations or try
to foresee the future. But the point isn’t just that the court’s decision a year
ago has aged poorly — it’s that key foundations for that decision have
crumbled. The court’s majority embraced Mr. Trump’s representations that
his travel ban was temporary, subject to regular reassessment and softened by the availability of waivers. Those premises looked arguably faulty
then but are now downright far-fetched.
Today, the court prepares to issue its biggest decision since the travel
ban, on the 2020 census case. Yet again, Mr. Trump’s lawyers have offered
the court premises that look like pretexts. The claims of a need to bolster
Voting Rights Act enforcement are belied by the citizenship question’s
nakedly political origins and by the government’s own assessment that
adding a citizenship question would hinder Voting Rights Act enforcement.
It’s now up to the justices whether to indulge these premises. Doing so
would be wrong today — and would look even worse in the future.
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Your View
Justice Faez Isa

Tax amnesty
Many people believe the recently-announced tax amnesty scheme

As an individual who has the privilege of knowing Mr Justice

is unjust to taxpayers. But how unjust it really is has not been con-

Qazi Faez Isa for over 30 years, and of having worked
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of the respect he also enjoys in the legal profession. The

Mohsin Alim Qazi
Islamabad

government should withdraw the references to remove perceptions about mala fide intentions. If this does not happen,
one hopes the Supreme Judicial Council will act swiftly and
justly to end this unfortunate episode.
Senator (retd) Javed Jabbar

HEC scholarships

New York

This refers to the policy of the “no third division” clause maintained
by the Higher Education Commission (HEC) as an eligibility criterion for faculty jobs and the award of scholarships. This gives an
advantage to the urban middle class at the cost of already disadvantaged groups of society, particularly in Balochistan. This clause
is obviously inserted into the policy document to filter out the best
of society, but is deeply flawed on various counts. The policy has
been made without taking into account injustices and inequalities in
our society on various grounds like gender, ethnicity, region, class,
etc. The policy assumes that a child in a remote Balochistan village
or in a slum area of a big city has the same educational opportunities as a child from privileged classes. The most important factor in
determining the educational achievement of the students is their

Sales tax
Coercive measures and withholding taxes have failed to document the economy. Rather, a huge amount of revenue is
lost by way of “flying” invoices. At present, three per cent tax
is charged for unregistered sales and 4.5pc withholding tax
on local supplies, while the margin of trading is minimal. To
avoid theses further taxes of 7.5pc, importers/traders are
forced to issue/divert flying invoices to ineligible real or fake
exporters who then get inflated refunds from the sales tax
department, the beneficiaries being exporters, the sales tax
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fact, “third division” is an indicator and a proxy of underprivileged
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criteria and make it more inclusive and just.

about 20pc.
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Science

Massive superflares have been seen
erupting from stars like the sun

DNA reveals ancient Siberians who
set the stage for the first Americans

Randall Hyman

Bruce Bower

It isn’t only young stars that
spit high-energy superflares. Older stars, such as
the sun, can also send out
bursts of energy that could
be powerful enough to
strip away planetary atmospheres in close orbit,
researchers report.
Such superflares can be seen from hundreds of light-years away. Astrophysicists had assumed that only young stars had these outbursts. But a
team of researchers has documented superflares erupting from middleaged stars, each with a similar temperature and radius to the sun. These
massive flares can be at least 100 to 1,000 times as powerful as the average solar flares that Earth normally experiences. But flares from these
older stars are rare. “We have found superflares erupting once every
2,000 to 3,000 years in sunlike stars,” says study coauthor Yuta Notsu of
the University of Colorado Boulder, who presented the findings at the
American Astronomical Society meeting. By contrast, superflares from
younger stars erupt much more frequently, about once every few days.
Using data from the Kepler space telescope, Notsu’s team looked at
about 90,000 stars and found 300 that together produced more than
1,000 superflares over 500 days of observation. Adding data from the
Gaia space telescope, the team whittled the group down to just 113 stars
with a sunlike size and temperature. With further analysis, the researchers
narrowed their field to include only stars with slow rotations, an indication
of older age. By comparing superflare frequencies with star age, the scientists predict that the roughly 4.6-billion-year-old sun might experience
a superflare 100 times as strong as normal flares in the next 1,000 years.
The team also reported the findings in the Astrophysical Journal.
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Northeastern
Siberia
hosted migrations of three
consecutive ancient populations that created a genetic
framework
for
Siberians and Native Americans today, scientists say.
While each incoming population largely replaced people already living there,
conclude evolutionary geneticist Martin Sikora of the University of Copenhagen and colleagues. These findings provide a closer look at how complex
interactions among different groups of people in Asia led to the colonization
of North America. Sikora’s group analyzed DNA extracted from the remains
of 34 people buried in northeastern Siberia, northern East Asia and southwestern Finland between about 31,600 and 600 years ago. Comparisons
were made with DNA previously obtained from ancient and modern individuals across Eurasia and North America. Teeth from two children unearthed
at Russia’s 31,600-year-old Yana Rhinoceros Horn site yielded DNA representing a previously unknown population that the team calls Ancient North
Siberians. Those people migrated from western Eurasia to Siberia around
38,000 years ago, quickly adapting to the region’s especially frigid Ice Age
conditions, the team reports in Nature.
Some Ancient North Siberians journeyed onto the Bering land bridge that
connected Asia to North America around 30,000 years ago. Mating with
East Asians who had also moved to the land bridge produced a genetically
distinct population, dubbed Ancient Palaeo-Siberians by the researchers.
As the climate became milder after 20,000 years ago, some of the Ancient
Palaeo-Siberian population returned to northeastern Siberia, replacing the
Yana crowd. Other Ancient Palaeo-Siberians trekked from the land bridge
into North America, the researchers say.
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Health

High blood pressure at doctor's could signal danger
Serena Gordon
If you dread seeing the doctor and your blood pressure reading always seems
to be high at the doctor's office, a new review says you should take those elevated readings seriously.
The problem is called white-coat hypertension (because of doctors' traditional
white coats) and it may signal an underlying problem. The research defined
white-coat hypertension as elevated readings at the doctor's office, along
with normal blood pressure elsewhere. People who had untreated white-coat
hypertension had double the risk of dying from heart disease or stroke compared with people with normal blood pressure. The odds of having a heart
attack or stroke were also about one-third higher for those with white-coat
hypertension, according to the new review. Their risk of dying prematurely
from any cause was also increased by about a third compared to people with
no blood pressure problems.

she said. The study was published in the Annals of Internal Medicine.

"People with white-coat hypertension may not be monitored regularly. They
may feel like nothing is wrong," said lead author Dr. Jordana Cohen. She is an
assistant professor at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine, in Philadelphia. Cohen said everyone needs to know their blood pressure
outside the doctor's office. High blood pressure, or hypertension, is a defined
as a top reading of at least 130 or a bottom one of 80. The condition affects
nearly a third of American adults, the researchers said. "Know what your blood
pressure is, and what your goal is. Learn how to take blood pressure so you
get a quality blood pressure reading. I think everyone should have a home
monitor, even if their health care provider doesn't specifically recommend it,"

Besides looking at white-coat hypertension, the review also looked at whitecoat effect. This is when elevated in-office blood pressure is treated with medication. The concern is that if readings are only elevated in the doctor's office,
high blood pressure drugs might drop pressure too low. But researchers didn't
find any significant links between white-coat effect and heart disease and
strokes, or deaths from heart disease and strokes, or deaths from any cause.
The review included 27 previously completed studies. Those studies had
nearly 26,000 people with white-coat hypertension or white-coat effect, and
more than 38,000 with normal blood pressure. The studies went on for between three and 19 years.

Why switch from beef to chicken
Dennis Thompson
One simple change in your diet -- replacing beef with poultry -- could go a long
way toward curbing climate change, research shows.
Beef is the largest dietary contributor to greenhouse gases for average people,
and replacing it can halve a diner's food-based carbon footprint and improve
health, according to findings presented at the American Society for Nutrition's
annual meeting, in Baltimore. "Basically, the top 10 highest carbon foods are all
either a cut of beef or ground beef, said lead researcher Diego Rose, director of
nutrition at Tulane University in New Orleans. "We can substitute that for things
people would still find satisfying, in a culinary sense, and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions." For this study, Rose and his colleagues analyzed diet information from more than 16,000 participants in the nationwide health and nutrition
survey conducted by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The researchers compared what people ate to the greenhouse gases emitted
during production of those foods, to calculate a carbon footprint for individual diets.
The 10 foods with the greatest impact on the environment were all cuts of beef.
About 20% of respondents reported eating one of these high-carbon foods on the
day they were surveyed, researchers said. The foods with the heaviest carbon
footprint leave quite an impression on the planet. The top 20% of foods had almost
five times more impact on the environment than the bottom 20%, Rose said. Researchers then calculated a new carbon footprint for each diet by replacing beef
with poultry -- broiled chicken for broiled steak, ground turkey for ground beef.
"When we subbed them out, we found the drop from emissions from the new diets
were about half what they were before -- 48% less," Rose said.
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Simulations showed people's dietary carbon footprint became smaller even
though they would be eating just as much. "We wanted to make sure the substitutions were the same calories, so we're not putting anybody on a diet here,"
Rose said. There are a couple of reasons why beef has such a heavy environmental impact, he said. First, raising cattle involves two rounds of agriculture - first, growing feed corn for the cows, and then raising cows with that corn,
Rose said. Cows' digestive systems also are geared to draw maximum nutrition
from grass, which involves digestion through a series of four stomachs, Rose
said. This produces a lot of methane, which the cows expel by burping or passing gas.

July 1-15, 2019

03
Film

Mother

Balloon

Charlie Phillips

Phil Hoad

A documentary about the pain of
mothers losing a connection with
their children might not sound like
one of the most uplifting films of
the year, but Kristof Bilsen’s film
is a radical achievement: a love
letter to loss, sacrifice and yearning. It questions how we care for
elderly loved ones, makes provocative contrasts between east and west in
the economics of medicine, and, with a central character who’s pure
charisma, this is intimate observational documentary-making of a high standard. Pomm is a carer in Thailand for westerners with Alzheimer’s. She
gives her patient one-to-one care, which comprises singing, joking, hugging
and confiding, as well as the basics of cleaning and welfare. This is more
personal attention than would be possible in her patients’ home countries,
and though it doesn’t come cheap, families feel it’s worth the expense of
sending someone halfway across the world for it. When we first meet her,
Pomm’s patient is Elisabeth, who can communicate only in squeaks and
other noises, but seems calm and content. Pomm has her own problems,
primarily lack of contact with her children who live many miles away. Tender
late-night confessions to Elisabeth make clear the extent to which the support is mutual. This is a brilliantly novel way to establish characters’ motivations and doesn’t feel crass.

The Chills
Andrew Stafford
The independent scene that
emerged from Dunedin, New
Zealand, in the early 1980s had all
the strange qualities musical
trainspotters around the world associate with isolation. Hamish Kilgour
from the Clean describes the city as
a cauldron, with the low-hanging sky its lid. It’s a creative pressure cooker
from which artists must escape.
In the decades since, the bands that steamed from the top of that cauldron
have gone global. Next to the Clean, the biggest name is Martin Phillipps,
the legendary leader – of 21 different lineups – of the Chills. They were
the definitive Dunedin band, with a strange, light, airy, eerie, breezy magic
that both matched the city’s geography and transcended it. But they were
cursed. The subtitle of The Chills: The Triumph and Tragedy of Martin
Phillipps – a new documentary by Julia Parnell and Rob Curry – tells you
that this is, first and foremost, a portrait of the artist. A consummate songwriter, Phillipps appears as both a driven man and a lost boy, emotionally
cut off from those drawn into his orbit to help him realise his vision.
The film opens in the interior of Phillipps’ home. Over the haunted opening
notes of Pink Frost (“That’s fine art, according to me,” we hear Iggy Pop say,
on a radio show), Phillipps pulls out his keyboard – then breaks into Heavenly
Pop Hit, which wasn’t so much his biggest hit as his nearest miss. Spliced
amid scenes of festival crowds, ecstatic gigs and the video clip of the song,
Phillipps climbs into a decrepit car and drives himself to hospital to receive
the results of his liver function tests. Phillipps has hepatitis C.
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You could probably choose a less
conspicuous method of defecting
than floating across the border in
what looks like a giant glowing lightbulb. Yet a spectacular nocturnal
breakout from communist East Germany by hot-air balloon is exactly
what two families did in September 1979 – the basis of this glossy mainstream thriller released in Germany for last year’s reunification anniversary. Sadly, director Michael Bully Herbig – a well-known German comedy
star – does them no favours with a frantic shooting style that somehow
manages to render this terrifying endeavour both bombastic and trivial.
Friedrich Mücke and Karoline Schuch play the Strezlks, a disaffected
electrician and his wife who, desiring an unfettered future for their two
sons, decide to Montgolfier it out of the GDR. When a northerly wind rears
up, they break out the balloon they have painstakingly constructed with
their friends the Kretzels, before realising that it will hold only one family.
The Strezlks go it alone, but their jerrybuilt rig fails them at 1,800 metres,
leaving them short of the west and back to square one. Herbig directs
every scene with an overcranked mania, accompanied by a blaring Zimmer-esque score that thinks it’s part of the buildup to a Navy Seals assault
on an Indian Ocean pirate ship. The longer Balloon goes on, the more
this exposes the script’s thinness and a reliance on manipulative reversals to cattle-prod tension upwards. There’s little political context, beyond
comedy Stasi neighbours waving from over the street.

Murder Mystery
Benjamin Lee
Adam Sandler’s monstrous eightmovie deal with Netflix arrived as both
a blessing and a curse for those who
had actually endured any of his last
eight self-produced theatrical releases.
While it allowed most of us to simply
pretend he had stopped working
(points for anyone who’s even aware of what Sandy Wexler is), it also allowed him to continue making the same films that even his most impassioned fans had stopped buying tickets for. His streaming output has
been predictably, punishingly unfunny up until now, and one would safely
expect the same from his latest, which reunites him with Jennifer Aniston,
who starred with him in 2011’s execrable romcom Just Go With It.
But while that film couldn’t capitalise on its big star pairing, their second
attempt, the crudely titled Murder Mystery, is a far more satisfying experience, a surprisingly nimble summer comedy that finds both Aniston and
Sandler at their most charming. They star as a married couple living a
rather staid life in New York: he’s Nick, a cop pretending he’s a detective
while she’s Audrey, his unaware hairdresser wife. He owes her a European honeymoon and on their 15th anniversary, he finally caves and the
pair head abroad for a much-needed getaway. But after Audrey befriends
a suave playboy (Luke Evans), they find themselves invited to a luxurious
yacht party hosted by a billionaire (Terence Stamp) who soon turns up
dead, leaving the couple as prime suspects.
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The Boy Who Was Raised as a Dog

Conflicts

Bruce D. Perry

Edward De Bono

What happens when a young
child is traumatized? How does
terror affect a child's mind-and
how can that mind recover? Child
psychiatrist Bruce Perry has
treated children faced with
unimaginable horror: homicide
survivors, witnesses to their own
parents' murders, children raised
in closets and cages, the Branch
Davidian children, and victims of
extreme neglect and family violence. In The Boy Who Was
Raised as a Dog, Dr. Perry tells
their stories of trauma and transformation. He explains what happens to the brain when children
are exposed to extreme stress
and trauma and reveals his innovative (non-medicinal) methods for helping to ease their pain and allowing them to become healthy adults. In this deeply informed and
moving book, Perry shares with the reader the lessons of courage, humanity and hope he learned from these scarred children. He dramatically demonstrates that only when we understand the science of the
mind and the power of love and nurturing, can we hope to heal the spirit
of even the most wounded child.

Political Tribes
Amy Chua
Never has our society felt more
divided. In Political Tribes, Amy
Chua diagnoses the cause of our
current political discord: tribalism.
In many parts of the world, the
group identities that matter most the ones that people will kill and
die for - are ethnic, religious, sectarian or clan-based. Time and
time again our blindness to tribalism has undermined our foreign
policy. At home, we have recently
witnessed the rise of identity politics, a movement that encourages
us to define ourselves against,
and thereby exclude, others. The
shock results of the US election
and the Brexit referendum show
that tribalism is a social truth that
we ignore at our peril. When people are defined by their differences to each
other, extremism becomes the common ground, and the grand ideals of
democracy have a hard time competing with a more primal need to belong.
If we are to transcend our political tribes, we must rediscover a broader,
more nuanced unity that acknowledges the reality of our group differences.
Insightful, challenging and provocative, Amy Chua's groundbreaking book
could not be more timely.
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Think, don't fight. In today’s world we use an
out of date thinking system to navigate our
way through modern society, especially
when it comes to conflicts and disagreements. Conflicts argues that instead of our
age old system of debate we should adopt
what de Bono calls a ‘design idiom’ and use
lateral thinking to navigate a feud. If two parties think their argument is best, we should
be introducing a third party role. De Bono explains how this concept of triangular thinking
and map making is the way forward. By
highlighting how the current system holds us
back and offering practical alternatives De
Bono paves the way for a fundamental shift in conflict resolution.

Inside the Mind of Xi Jinping
Francois Bougon
Xi Jinping wants to become the world’s
most powerful leader. To succeed, he must
balance Mao’s Little Red Book with the
Analects of Confucius and more. For Xi, the
task ahead of China is to preserve the guiding ideology of Marxism, while challenging
mistaken credos like neoliberalism, constitutional democracy and ‘universal values’.
China must have total faith in its own brand
of socialism, blended meaningfully with
Chinese tradition. And this system must revolve around one man—around Xi and ‘Xiism’. François Bougon’s compelling
biography exposes the historical, philosophical, political and personal narratives that Xi has skillfully woven together
to create a superpower in his own image. Is Xi’s China a land of ‘new market
totalitarianism’? Will this be the price of the Chinese dream?

Adiyogi: The Source of Yoga
Sadhguru
Shiva' is 'that which is not', a primordial emptiness; Shiva is also the first-ever yogi, Adiyogi, the
one who first perceived this emptiness. Adiyogi
is symbol and myth, historic figure and living
presence, creator and destroyer, outlaw and ascetic, cosmic dancer and passionate lover, all at
once. A book like no other, this extraordinary document is a tribute to Shiva, the Adiyogi, by a living
yogi; a chronicle of the progenitor of mysticism by
a contemporary mystic. Here science and philosophy merge seamlessly, so do silence and
sound, question and answer-to capture the unspeakable enigma of Adiyogi in a spellbinding wave of words and ideas that
will leave one entranced, transformed.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Legal matters that have been pending
may be alleviated through compromise.
You may want to put everyone to work on
a project that will keep them all too busy
to complain. Don't get involved in other
people's problems. You could be blind to
the defects of those you love. Your lucky
day this week will be Saturday.

You should avoid getting involved in the
personal problems of colleagues. Watch
your tendency to live for the day and to
spend too much on entertainment and
children; it could set you back. Some of
your new friends may not be that trustworthy. Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Be sure to pay attention to your bank account. Take time to find out all you can. Be
inquisitive about unfamiliar circumstances.
Limitations will set in if you haven't followed
the rules. Your lucky day this week will be
Monday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Authority figures may be less than accommodating if you have done something deceitful. Conflicts over joint finances are
likely. Avoid joint ventures and steer clear
of groups that want you to contribute financial assistance. Work hard on improving
your living quarters. Your lucky day this
week will be Thursday.

Do your own thing. Be careful when dealing
with loved ones. You can make money if you
work on personal investments. You'll find it
easy to charm members of the opposite sex
this week. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

Don't donate more than you can afford in
order to impress others. Rewards for past
good deeds will be yours. Try to put your
money away for a rainy day. You will have additional discipline that will aid you in your objectives. Your lucky day this week will be
Monday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You may have difficulties with family members if you get involved in petty arguments.
Don't hold yourself back because you think
you're too old. A series of misunderstandings may be at fault. You should visit a friend
or relative who hasn't been feeling up to par.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Your talents might just be discovered. You
may have problems with those you live with.
Partnerships will be favorable and contracts
can be signed. You will find their philosophies worth exploring. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

Make career changes that may increase your
income. Social activities will be satisfying. Romantic opportunities are evident if you get involved in large groups or organizations. Your
bankbook will suffer and your restrictions will put
a damper on your relationship. Your lucky day
this week will be Wednesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Your ability to deal with others will help you accomplish your goals. Don't trust coworkers with
important or personal in formation. You should
be getting into self-improvement projects. You
will have to be sure not to burn the candle at
both ends. Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Your lover will be annoyed with your participation. You need to be active and spend time with
friends you enjoy. Don't prejudge. You may get
drawn into a personal situation that will not be
to your liking. Digestive disorders will be a result
of family squabbles. Your lucky day this week
will be Friday.

Expect temper tantrums on the home front if
you haven't been letting someone have their
way. Be an observer before getting involved.
You may want to take a look at the personal papers of elders in your family. You will be in the
doghouse if you are being. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.
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