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Politics

Tough times ahead for PTI
To say that the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
government has failed to come up to the expectations of the people is to put it mildly.
There is an emerging consensus of opinion
in the country that the government has miserably failed to translate its pre-election promises into practice and provide relief to the
masses.
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Economics

Taxing issues
Shahid Hussain

Almost all industries and traders in the country have started resisting taxation measures of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government. It has
set an ambitious revenue target of Rs5,555b for the current fiscal year,
which is not only difficult to achieve but the government will also have to
face stiff resistance from businesspeople, who threatened to go on strike
for an indefinite period.
Inflation is projected to be in the range of 11pc and 13pc on average in
the next year, according to budget documents, which would further aggravate problems for the common people. People are already perturbed by
rising prices of essentials and high rates of taxes on their income. The government’s plan to increase its revenue by at least 20pc from the last year’s
target has overburdened the salaried class and businesspeople. It appears
the government will have to face stiff confrontation from industries and
businesses, which are not willing to pay extra taxes.
Almost 700 textile processing units in four major cities of the country
closed in protest against the imposition of a 17pc sales tax on five zerorated sectors and the government’s failure to get the trade sector registered with the tax net. There are also fears the processing units’ owners
will lay off hundreds of thousands of workers if the government continued
ignoring their “genuine demands.” On a call by the All Pakistan Textile Processing Mills Association (APTMA), all textile processing units in Faisalabad, Karachi, Lahore and Gujranwala were closed. The APTMA chairman
said the members of the industry wanted the government to take all of
them on board while taking important decisions. “We support the government. But it is heading towards creating anarchy in the industry. Why it is
doing this is really astonishing,” he wondered.
The All Pakistan Textile Sizing Association also shut 100 mills in Faisalabad, Jhang, Toba Tek Singh and Hafizabad. The association said they
faced the similar issues and decided to join hands with the textile association. It says since the trade is still unregistered, the government must first
bring the entire chain into the tax net. The trade sector is not ready to buy
from them on the condition of computerized national identity card (CNIC)
provision. The government has imposed 17pc sales tax on five zero-rated
sectors by withdrawing the SRO 1125 and according to the association,
the fluctuating rate of the US dollar is badly hitting the industrial sector, as
it is importing textile chemicals and parts. The government has also linked
the prices of gas and electricity to the dollar, which has added to their problems.
There is a general impression among industrialists that the government
is going to kill the industrial sector and convert Pakistan into a trading
country. The industrial sector finds itself in trouble in the current circumstances. The sizing sector will ultimately die if the power looms sector
closes down. The situation will ultimately leave thousands of workers jobless, leading to a rise in street crime and unrest in the country.
On the other hand, the Looms Owner Association said that they had
suggested the government fix the sales tax for every sector but it had made
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its decision without taking the power looms sector into confidence. The association said they were paying sales tax on the purchase of yarn, but the
buyers were not registered with the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR).
They have received notices along with electricity bills to get registered with
the income tax department. It said the small power looms sector and sizing
industry must be declared free from the audit for five years and the previous limit of Rs50 million for turnover should be restored.
The Karachi Traders Action Committee also announced a three-day
protest against high taxes. The business community across the country
held a joint session in which it decided to hold a strike. The traders also
presented an 11-point charter of demand to the federal government, which
included the threshold for tax to return to Rs1.2 million, reducing taxes on
import of cars, uniformity in tax collection and no audit of taxpayers.
The All Pakistan Cement Dealers Association is also protesting against
high taxes and FBR restrictions of documentation of sales, which affected
the supply in parts of the country. Construction activities will suffer if the
strike continues. The prevailing situation will lead to huge losses of revenue to the government. According to estimates, the government is losing
revenues of Rs350 to Rs400 million daily due to the cement crisis. The
strike gravely cut down the cement supply, resulting in the worst situation
for the sector as total daily dispatches slashed from 150,000 tonnes to
40,000 tonnes. The industry has already been hit by issues like gas price
hike, axle load limitations, smuggling of Iranian cement and increase in
the federal excise duty. The cement industry contributed Rs110b to the national exchequer in the last fiscal year but it would considerably decrease
due to the prevailing conditions. The All Pakistan Mobile Phone Association is also resisting hefty taxes on unregistered mobile phones.
The government has announced a massive 400pc increase in income
and withholding tax which will be collected at the time of new vehicle registration, transfer of vehicle ownership, and with token tax. Car dealers
fear their businesses will shut down after heavy taxes on the import of used
cars and new vehicles being assembled in the country.
Major markets of all big cities are resisting the high taxes. They plan to
continue their protest, if the government fails to slash the taxes. If traders
shut down their businesses and take to the street for few consecutive days,
it will create unrest in the country. If the government accepts their demands, it will find it difficult to run the affairs of the country. It is a really
bad situation for the government.
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Politics

Tough times
ahead for PTI
Nasim Ahmed

To say that the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government has failed to
come up to the expectations of the people is to put it mildly. There is an
emerging consensus of opinion in the country that the government has
miserably failed to translate its pre-election promises into practice and provide relief to the masses.
Critics say the PTI government has pushed the country deep into an
economic and financial crisis. Harsh taxation measures, coupled with rising
prices and inflated utility bills, have upset the monthly budget of the average household in the country.
There is a rising crescendo of protest from all sections of the people.
Businesspeople and traders, who played a crucial role in getting the PTI
elected in July 2018, have been the hardest hit. The rupee-dollar imbalance and harsh budgetary measures have raised the cost of doing business. Traders are not only feeling the heat of rising taxes but also suffering
due to declining sales.
Representatives of various trade organizations have been openly attacking the government’s “unfriendly” business policies which they claim
were devised without taking any input from their recognized representative
bodies, like the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Lahore Chamber
of Commerce and Industry.
Last week, thousands of businessmen and traders participated in a
rally held in the port city of Karachi to protest against an “anti-business”
budget presented by the government for FY20. A convention of hundreds
of businessmen held in Multan issued a seven-day ultimatum to the government for withdrawing the harsh taxation measures. Traders have also
warned of a nationwide shutdown at the end of the ultimatum if the government does not withdraw 17pc sales tax on businesses, stop sending
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) officials to harass traders in markets, reverse the increase in tariffs of power and gas, revise down the key interest
rate and fails to stop a freefall of the rupee against the dollar. Traders have
also sought a reduction in tax rates on withdrawal of over Rs50,000 from
banks as well as the removal of requirement to obtain CNICs of all bulk
buyers.
Over 700 textile processing mills suspended production at their factories, saying that the cost of doing business had increased by 40pc due to
the 17pc sales tax on registered and 20pc on unregistered buyers, which
no one was ready to pay. Businessmen also asked the Federal Board of
Revenue to hold talks with traders’ representatives or else they would not
be allowed to enter the markets. Talking to a group of leading exporters,
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry President Almas Hyder said
the withdrawal of the zero-rated regime would badly hit exports, especially
small and medium enterprises, and widen the trade deficit at the cost of a
ballooning current account gap.
The suspension of business activities and the resulting chaos in the
market has not been without its effect on the common man. Unemployment
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has been rising and small vendors and suppliers are not getting any new
orders. The salaried class has also been affected by the government’s decision to reduce the tax exemption limit to Rs600,000 annually.
Objectively speaking, there is nothing wrong with the government drive
to bring non-filers into the tax net. There are large numbers of rich people
who live in palatial bungalows and drive luxury cars but they do not file tax
returns. It is time the rich were coerced to pay their taxes. But in its zeal,
the government has also targeted low-income groups and put an additional
tax burden on them. This has created a sense of unrest among the people.
The government needs to pay special attention to this aspect of the situation and provide relief, where due. Equally important is the need to hold
dialogue with representatives of business and industry to redress their genuine grievances, enabling them to play their due role in economic growth.
In the meanwhile, the country’s opposition parties have begun regrouping in order to mount a new challenge to the government, facing the wrath
of the people under tremendous financial pressure from rising prices. As
part of their new strategy, they have decided to mark July 25, the anniversary of the 2018 general election, as a “black day” to highlight alleged irregularities in the last elections.
At the same time, the opposition parties started a new move to remove
Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani. The opposition also plans to bring a noconfidence motion in the National Assembly. It will also attempt to exploit
people, who are not happy with government policies, which have led to an
unprecedented price hike in the country. This will lead to a new round of
debilitating confrontation between the government and the opposition, further deepening the current economic crisis.
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Bonded labour

The curse of
modern slavery
Nasim Ahmed

Slavery is supposed to have been abolished centuries ago, but the abhorrent practice is still in vogue in many parts of the world. According
to recent media reports, slaves are openly bought and sold in Libya
today. ISIS fighters in Iraq use Yezdi women as slaves. Bonded labour
in India, Pakistan and other countries is a modern form of slavery.
As reported in the recent Global Estimates of Modern Slavery, published by the International Labour Organization and the Walk Free
Foundation, an estimated 40.3 million people are living in modern slavery. In other words, more than 40 million people – about 70 percent of
whom are women and girls – are being forced to work against their will
under threat or who are living in a forced marriage.
An important finding of the 2018 Global Slavery Index highlights the
connection between modern slavery and two major external drivers highly repressive regimes, in which populations are put to work to prop
up the government, and conflict situations which result in the breakdown of the rule of law, social structures and existing systems of protection.
The country with the highest estimated prevalence of slavery is
North Korea. In North Korea, one in 10 people is in modern slavery
with the clear majority forced to work by the state. As a UN Commission of Inquiry has observed, violations of human rights in North Korea
are not mere excesses of the state, they are an essential component
of the political system. This is reflected in the research on North Korea
undertaken through interviews with defectors for the Global Slavery
Index. North Korea is followed closely by Eritrea, a repressive regime
that abuses its conscription system to hold its citizens in forced labour
for decades.
The 10 countries with the highest prevalence of modern slavery
globally, along with North Korea and Eritrea, are Burundi, the Central
African Republic, Afghanistan, Mauritania, South Sudan and Cambodia. Most of these countries are marked by conflict, with breakdowns
in the rule of law, displacement and a lack of physical security (Eritrea,
Burundi, the Central African Republic, Afghanistan, South Sudan).
One of the most important findings of the 2018 Global Slavery Index
is that the prevalence of modern slavery in high-GDP countries is
higher than what was previously understood. Through collaboration,
the number of data sources which inform the index has increased. This
has allowed the index to more consistently measure prevalence in
countries where exploitation has taken place. More surveys in sending
countries has resulted in more data about receiving countries, most of
which are highly developed.
Following these changes, an interesting pattern emerges: the prevalence estimates for the United States, Australia, the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, and several other European nations
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are higher than what was previously understood. Given these are also
the countries taking the most action to respond to modern slavery, this
does not mean these initiatives are in vain. It does, however, underscore that even in countries with seemingly strong laws and systems,
there are critical gaps in protections for groups, such as irregular migrants, the homeless, workers in the shadow and certain minorities.
The realities of global trade and commerce make it inevitable that
the products and proceeds of modern slavery will cross borders. Accordingly, for the first time the issue of modern slavery is examined not
only from the perspective of where the crime is perpetrated but also
where the products of the crime are sold and consumed, with a specific
focus on the G20 countries. The resulting analysis presents a stark
contrast of risk and responsibility, with G20 countries importing risk on
a scale not matched by their responses. In other words, citizens of
most G20 countries enjoy relatively low levels of vulnerability to the
crime of modern slavery within their borders. Nonetheless, businesses
and governments in G20 countries are importing products that are at
risk of modern slavery on a significant scale.
While much more needs to be done to prevent and respond to modern slavery, the Government Response Index suggests that national
legal, policy, and programmatic responses to modern slavery are improving, with an upward trend overall in ratings for government responses. Globally, governments are taking more action to strengthen
legislation and establish coordination and accountability mechanisms.
Protection measures are being strengthened, with improvements in access to justice for adults and children in some countries. Moreover,
high-GDP countries such as Qatar, Singapore, Kuwait, Brunei and
Hong Kong are doing very little to respond despite their wealth and resources, while low-GDP countries such as Georgia, Moldova, Senegal,
Sierra Leone and Mozambique are responding strongly.
Government engagement with business on modern slavery has increased dramatically since the 2016 Global Slavery Index. In 2018, 36
countries were taking steps to address forced labour in business or
public supply chains, compared to only four countries in 2016. However, these steps are often to establish the bare minimum of reporting
requirements; individual governments can do much more than they are
doing to proactively engage with business to prevent forced labour in
supply chains and in public procurement.
The research also highlights the responsibilities held by both lowGDP and high-GDP countries. All governments have committed to
working together to achieve the Sustainable Development Goal 8.7 on
eradicating modern slavery. In this regard, high-GDP countries cannot
simply rely on doing more of the same – there is an urgent need to prioritise prevention, end discrimination and ensure safe migration.
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Relief

An endorsement of
tough decisions
Muhammad Hassan

In a rare development, Chief of the Army Staff General Qamar Javed
Bajwa has defended the government’s tough economic measures as indispensable. The endorsement comes as relief to an embattled government, which is being criticized by the opposition, businesspeople and
the common people for raising prices of essentials, electricity, gas, high
tax rates and unprecedented depreciation of the rupee against the US
dollar.
Speaking at a Corps Commanders meeting at the General Headquarters (GHQ), where the economic and internal security situation was
discussed in addition to emerging challenges on the external front, the
Army Chief also apprised the forum about difficult but extremely essential long-term beneficial measures taken by the government for improving and strengthening the national economy, said a statement issued by
the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) at the conclusion of the meeting of the army’s top brass. It was a second occasion in a week when
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, who has recently been made part of a
newly-constituted National Development Council, spoke on the economy.
Earlier, he had dwelt upon the economic situation at a seminar at the
National Defence University and blamed financial indiscipline and timid
decision-making in the past for the current fiscal mess in the country
and endorsed the steps being taken by the government to deal with the
situation and sought public support for the economic plan. “We’re going
through a difficult economic situation due to fiscal mismanagement,” he
had told the audience of the seminar at Islamabad. According to a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations, he said, “We understand that the government has gone for difficult but quintessential
decisions for long-term benefits and what we’re doing is playing our
part.” General Bajwa told the seminar that the military was doing its bit
to confront the economic challenges by cutting costs. The defence
budget was increased by 20pc last year but the military decided to forgo
a big increase in FY 2019-20.
Last month, the Pakistani Army decided to voluntarily slash its
budget for the next fiscal year to help the government tackle a critical financial situation. It provided fiscal space to the government to provide
relief to people. The money will be spent on the development of the tribal
regions bordering Afghanistan, still recovering from more than a decadelong insurgency, and Balochistan province. Commenting on the military’s
decision to forgo the annual increase in defence budget, COAS General
Qamar Javed Bajwa had said the voluntary cut in defence spending was
not a favour to the nation. “Irrespective of the voluntary cut in defence
budget in upcoming financial year, there shall be no impact on our response potential to all types of threat and the quality of life of the soldiers,” he was quoted as saying while speaking to troops. Talking about
the military’s decision to forgo a routine increase in the military budget,
he said “the initiative is not a favour to the nation as we are one, through
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thick and thin.”
The country's economic outlook has sharply deteriorated over the
past year. Growth remained 3.3pc in the last fiscal year, compared with
5.2pc the previous year. It is forecast to 2.4pc in the new financial year.
Inflation is likely to rise to 11-13pc during fiscal year 2019-20, according
to official forecasts. In its annual budget statement, the government said
that it expected a fiscal deficit of 7.1pc this year, down from 7.2pc the
previous year. The rupee has lost more than 50pc of its value since December 2017.
Faced with large fiscal deficit, higher inflation and lower GDP growth,
the government has unveiled an aggressive plan for revenue generation
through newer taxes and increased tax rates in the budget for financial
year 2019-20. Subsidies have also been withdrawn. The foreign exchange rate has been linked to market dynamics because of which the
rupee has devalued significantly in the past 11 months of the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan. Energy costs have also gone up
and the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has hiked policy rates. Most of
the measures were taken get a $6b bailout package from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Prices of every daily-use item have already increased after electricity
and gas tariff was hiked by the government after coming to power. Naan
and roti prices have jumped to Rs12 from Rs10. Medicine rates have
increased by 15pc recently. The government’s policies have only hurt
the common people and more adjustments mean more trouble for the
people. Pakistan’s debt and liabilities skyrocketed to Rs33.3 trillion at
the end of 2018, with an addition of Rs3.4 trillion in six months. By December, total losses of public sector enterprises had surged to Rs1.6
trillion, a net addition of Rs192.6 billion or 13.8pc in six months. External
debt and liabilities of Pakistan mounted to $99.1 billion as of December
2018, according to the central bank. However, Pakistan’s trade deficit
shrunk by 9.66 pc during the first seven months of the fiscal year 201819. Pakistan’s exports remained $13.23 billion, while imports were
recorded at $ 32.49 billion during July to January 2018-19. The trade
deficit witnessed more than $2 billion reduction during the period, according to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. Prime Minister Imran Khan
had inherited an economy, which was on the verge of collapse but his
attempts to revive it have only overburdened the common people.
Analysts say the endorsement by the Army Chief of tough economic
decisions is a welcome sign for the government and people. The past
governments failed to take timely decisions for political gains and the
result was that almost all national institutions were making heavy losses
when the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government took power in August last year. As all sympathies of the armed forces are with the people
of the country, not any political party or government, the Army Chief’s
approval indicates that the country is on the right path and people will
soon start reaping the fruit of the tough measures.
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National grid

Power sector losses
Muhammad Ali

The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has cast doubt
on a plan of the government to eliminate circular debt of the power sector
by the end of the next year. The distribution companies suffered more than
Rs45 billion in the last year, which shows the problems are deep-rooted
and may take decades to eliminate.
According to a performance evaluation report of the power distribution
companies for fiscal year 2017-18, they contributed a loss of more than
Rs45 billion during the year on account of transmission and distribution
losses whereas they failed to recover Rs78 billion. In the report, the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) revealed that none of
the distribution companies, except for the Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO), could meet the regulator’s expectations. Transmission and
distribution losses of the Peshawar Electric Supply Company (PESCO)
were 38.1pc against 27.62pc allowed by the NEPRA, which were already
set higher than the other companies.
For recovery of bills, the Multan Electric Power Company (MEPCO)
and the Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) performed better
whereas the Quetta Electric Supply Company (QESCO), with a recovery
rate of 46.1pc, stood at the lowest level among all the distribution companies in FY18. On the other hand, K-Electric (KE) continued to take the lead
by reducing the losses from 25.3pc in 2013-14 to 20.4pc in 2017-18. Over
the years, the performance of the Peshawar Electric Supply Company
(PESCO), Faisalabad Electric Supply Company (FESCO) and Hyderabad
Electric Supply Company (HESCO) remained poor. The report suggested
that the losses could be reduced further by adopting automated metering
infrastructure.
Recovery rates of the QESCO, IESCO, Gujranwala Electric Power
Company (GEPCO), FESCO, LESCO and MEPCO fell whereas PESCO,
Sukkur Electric Power Company (SEPCO), HESCO and KE showed a
marked improvement in recoveries in the past three years. The report suggested that through good governance and management techniques, the
distribution companies could further improve recovery rates. SEPCO’s performance was the worst on the average interruption frequency index and
average interruption duration index, with the number standing at 568, followed by MEPCO and HESCO, with 316 and 180 respectively. On the
other hand, PESCO, LESCO, KE and QESCO significantly improved their
performance.
In comparison to 2016-17, PESCO, FESCO, LESCO, QESCO and KE
showed improvement in the provision of new connections in 2017-18.
However, the IESCO showed zero pendency for new connections, which
was far from reality. The GEPCO was ranked the worst with 11 hours of
daily loadshedding, followed by QESCO and PESCO with 5.8 and 3.25
hours respectively. In comparison to 2016-17, other distribution companies
displayed improvement.
The NEPRA report also expresses serious concern that the data submitted by some distribution companies was not based on facts, which was
verified by its team during visits to different distribution companies and
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subsequent actions were also initiated. Furthermore, the data itself indicated surprising results, which were hard to believe. For example, the
IESCO reported that an individual customer experienced only 0.04 interruptions on average during the year 2017-18, which was beyond the factual position.
The data provided by the distribution companies showed that except
for GEPCO, LESCO and KE, all other companies did not receive even two
complaints on average per complaint centre a day. It was not rational as it
was verified by a NEPRA team during visits to the distribution companies.
The GEPCO reported the highest fatal accidents i.e. 29 in 2017-18, followed by LESCO, IESCO, MEPCO, SEPCO and HESCO with 21, 20, 17,
17 and 15 respectively. The power regulator noted with serious concern
that the companies had failed to adhere to the safety procedures and develop a safety culture.
The government has set a target to get rid of circular debt by December
2020, which looks very ambitious after the NEPRA report. In December
2018, the World Bank had estimated about $18b annual loss to the Pakistan economy due to an inefficient power sector. The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet has constituted a three-member
committee, headed by Dr Ishrat Hussain, to review the Power Division's
proposal of Sukuk-II of Rs 200 billion meant to clear some part of circular
debt. It noted that outstanding liabilities of the power sector are increasing
due to various reasons, like less than regulatory benchmarked performance (both loses and recovery), non-realisation of subsidies, delayed determinations of tariff for end-consumers (court stays), and non-payment
by provincial governments etc. Another major factor contributing to the
build-up of circular debt during the last financial year has been delays in
quarterly adjustments determined by the regulator.
It is a fact that successive governments have intentionally avoided fixing the inefficient and corrupt power supply chain because of political expediencies. Although it must be credited for ramping up generation in its
five-year tenure as well as the establishment of three efficient RLNG-based
power plants, yet the last PML-N government willfully chose to ignore the
constant warnings of experts that building capacity without carrying out
power sector reforms would only increase consumer prices and the state’s
liabilities in the form of inter-corporate debt. The state-owned oil-based
generation plants are least efficient and in dire need of new investment.
Professional management is required to eliminate the losses. The country
needs to move away from inefficient, centralised power distribution from
the national grid to smaller, smarter grids. The smarter generation-distribution model will make it easier for the authorities to find partners in the effort to improve governance of the state-owned power companies.
The power sector can make or break the economy. Unless radical policies are implemented to create an independent, competitive energy market
in the country, the government will continue to hike electricity prices and
borrow more to pay the producers for the system inefficiencies of the sector
without any significant increase in generation.
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Politics

Maryam’s ‘bombshell’
to boomerang?
Muhammad Zain

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Vice President Maryam
Nawaz has made an explosive claim that a judge of an accountability
court, who had sentenced former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to seven
years in jail in a graft case, was “pressurised and blackmailed.” However, the judge has rubbished her allegation.
Experts say the video containing the judge’s “confession” during his
conversation with a “sympathizer” of the PML-N, which was screened
during a hurriedly-called press conference at the party’s provincial headquarters in Model Town, will not benefit the former prime minister. They
say if the video had been genuine, she had no need to talk to the media.
She would have gone straight to the Islamabad High Court and presented “concrete” evidence before it to get relief for her father.
If Maryam Nawaz had found solid evidence to prove her father’s innocence, he would not have sought his release on medical grounds in
the court. Another accountability court has jailed Nawaz Sharif, Maryam
Nawaz and son-in-law Captain (r) Muhammad Safdar for 10, seven and
one year respectively in the Avenfield case. However, the Islamabad
High Court suspended the sentences of Maryam and her husband. She
was also accused of presenting forged documents in the Supreme Court
of Pakistan in the case. The forgery case makes her position weak in
the court. However, forensic audit of the video will ascertain its veracity
and it should be conducted under the supervision of the court, rather
than the government, to clear any doubt about it. If proved wrong, the
video will boomerang and harm her and the party.
Accompanied by PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif, ex-Premier
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Pervaiz Rashid, Khwaja Asif, Ahsan Iqbal and
Rana Tanvir, Maryam Nawaz told the press conference that it was the
case of “Man proposes, God disposes”. Claiming that the judge had
been “blackmailed” into convicting the former prime minister, she said:
“Allah Almighty has listened to our prayers, as Mian sahib had left his
matter to Him after failing to get justice. It is nothing short of a miracle,
as divine help came in the form of the judge who had awarded imprisonment to him, confessing that injustice has been done against an innocent man and he was forced to do so.” A video purported to be about
the conversation between Accountability Court Judge Arshad Malik and
PML-N activist Nasir Butt was played on a screen projector at the press
conference in which the judge appeared to say he had handed down
seven-year imprisonment to Nawaz Sharif in the Al Azizia Mills case
under “immense pressure from hidden hands”. She claimed the judge
had called the PML-N activist to his residence to share his ordeal related
to her father’s conviction. She said the judge had told Nasir Butt that he
was having “nightmares after being forced to convict an innocent Nawaz
Sharif. She claimed some people had met the judge when her father
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was being tried in his court and they showed him an objectionable video
of him that they had recorded some time ago. Quoting the judge, she
said he had so much pressure that he had reached a breaking point and
gave in to their demand. “He had one choice either to accept their demand or commit suicide,” she added.
However, the judge has rubbished the allegation of being blackmailed into convicting Nawaz Sharif in the Al Azizia reference. Judge
Arshad Malik termed the video fabricated and false and said it was made
by twisting his conversations on different occasions. In an official press
release, Judge Arshad Malik also demanded legal action against those
behind the move. He admitted that he had long acquaintance with Nasir
Butt, a close aide to former Premier Nawaz Sharif, as both hailed from
Rawalpindi. “The video tape showed in Maryam’s press conference was
not only contrary to the facts but also an attempt to hatch a conspiracy
to present conversations made on different occasions by twisting them
out of context,” he said. He also accused the Sharif family of threatening
him during the trial of the former prime minister. “During hearings of the
case, representatives of Nawaz Sharif met me and tried to bribe me several times. They also threatened me with dire consequences if I do not
cooperate,” he said, adding that he had rejected the temptation and
threats. He said if he had decided the Nawaz Sharif case under pressure, he would not have acquitted him in one case and found him guilty
in the other. “On the basis of justice and evidence, I convicted Nawaz
Sharif in the Al Azizia case and acquitted him in the Flagship case,” he
added. However, Maryam alleged that the judge might have issued his
latest statement, too, under pressure.
Besides targeting the judiciary, Maryam Nawaz also accused the establishment of bringing Prime Minister Imran Khan to power. It was the
same narrative that was launched by her father when the Supreme
Court started hearing his case. After he was disqualified by the court,
his daughter advanced his narrative. Nawaz Sharif started threatening
the establishment and the judiciary with slogans of “revolution” to “protect the sanctity of votes” after his disqualification. He started blaming
national institutions and instigating people to rise up against them.
Maryam’s new claim has also come at a time when her party faces
disintegration after 15 MPAs of the PML-N called on Prime Minister
Imran Khan few weeks ago and there are strong rumours of the emergence of a “forward bloc” of 37 MPAs of her party in the Punjab Assembly. There are also reports of PML-N defections in the National
Assembly. Her hostile posture could aim to stop defections in the party
and create an impression that the Sharif family is united. She kept quiet
for some time in the hope of getting relief for her father. It appears she
has lost all hopes.
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Thaw

US, Pakistan pick up
the threads
Shahid Hussain

Prime Minister Imran Khan will proceed to the United States and call on
President Donald Trump later this month. Before the meeting, both countries have removed many hurdles to friendly relations between them.
After decades of expecting too much from each other, the US and Pakistan have realized that they need to rest their relationship. Pakistan is
no more reliant on the US for military and financial aid and cannot be
mistreated like the past. Its geostrategic position is too important to be
ignored and the US seeks a new beginning with it on the basis of its interests in the region.
It will be Imran Khan's first visit to the US after assuming power last
year. Before the visit, both sides took some confidence-building measures after decades of sour relations. The US State Department designated the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) as a global terrorist group,
paving the way for similar actions by the United Nations and other states.
The same day, it was reported that top 13 leaders of the banned Jamaatud Dawa (JuD), including its chief Hafiz Saeed and Naib Emir Abdul
Rehman Makki, were booked in nearly two dozen cases for terror financing and money laundering under the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997. The United
States, which has pressured Pakistan to crack down on militant groups,
has offered a $10 million reward for evidence leading to Saeed’s conviction. Some say the move aimed at averting Pakistan from being placed
on the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) blacklist.
The US also stopped itself from opposing an International Monetary
Fund (IMF) bailout package for Pakistan after initial threats. Few months
ago, US Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo had warned the IMF that
the Trump administration would not allow it to lend US dollars to Pakistan
for repaying China. The media interpreted it as a message to Pakistan,
indicating that Washington would oppose its request for a bailout package from the IMF. After the statement, Pakistan accused the US of trying
to spoil China’s biggest contribution to its future.
The terror-designation of the BLA is being seen as a diplomatic victory
for Pakistan. Analysts say the organization has been a proxy of the Indian
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and the US decision is a setback
for India. “The BLA is an armed separatist group that targets security
forces and civilians, mainly in ethnic Baloch areas of Pakistan,” the State
Department noted, citing reason behind the move. “The outfit has carried
out several terrorist attacks in the past year, including a suicide attack in
August, 2018 that targeted Chinese engineers in Balochistan, a November, 2018 attack on the Chinese consulate in Karachi, and a May, 2019
attack against a luxury hotel in Gwadar,” it added. The BLA has remained
a proscribed entity in Pakistan since 2006.
Analysts believe the timing of the decision suggested that the Trump
Administration wanted to send a positive message to Pakistan ahead of
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to Washington. The US decision could
also be linked to its current tensions with neighbouring Iran. The BLA has
been operating both from Afghanistan and Iran and Washington might
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use the ban against Tehran, some fear. Other observers believe that the
US decision would give legitimacy to Pakistan’s crackdown against the
BLA. They say the move could be an acknowledgement from the US of
Pakistan’s constructive and positive role in facilitating the Afghan peace
process.
The move is being viewed as a quid pro quo for ensuring Pakistan’s
assistance in the peace process in Afghanistan amid withdrawal of American troops ahead of the presidential election in the US. According to the
Indian media, the BLA’s timeline (starting from 2004) has been coterminus with the US occupation of Afghanistan. It is inconceivable that the
US and NATO forces in Afghanistan were unaware of the BLA’s subversive activities or who were its mentors. Islamabad has been shouting all
this while its adversaries exploited the group as a proxy to destabilise
Pakistan.
Experts say while the US is desperate to pull out of Afghanistan, Iran
will jeopardise its exit strategy. In fact, the US apprehends that an extremely dangerous situation is arising in Afghanistan even as the withdrawal of the American troops accelerates. President Trump disclosed
in a recent interview that the US troop level had come down to 9,000
from 16,000 already. He made no bones about the fact that he was finished with the war in Afghanistan. At one point in the interview, Trump
bursts out, “I’d like to just get out.” He claims to keep a “very strong” intelligence presence in Afghanistan. He couldn’t care less anymore
whether there will be a broad-based government in Kabul or a Taliban
takeover. The US expects Pakistani help in persuading the Taliban to
reach an agreement at the Qatar talks without any further delay, enabling
the US to withdraw the troops expeditiously and in an orderly fashion and
creating politico-security conditions to facilitate a peaceful transfer of
power in Kabul. Analysts say the US is against expecting too much from
Pakistan.
Experts say the nature of ties between the US and Pakistan has
changed over the past many years and both have realized that they had
demanded too much of each other in the past. However, challenges still
persist despite the positive moves from both sides. They may have set
the stage for an effort to resolve the differences, but it is too short to
achieve substantive progress. Pakistan has long advocated a peaceful
and a political settlement of the Afghan conflict. Pakistan also seeks an
active US role in improvement of its relations with India, especially the
situation on the Line of Control, so that it could focus on the western border with Afghanistan. Prime Minister Imran Khan has announced many
times that Pakistan would never fight someone else’s war again. It was
a clear message to the US that Pakistan would not fight its war in
Afghanistan. Pakistan also needs to be cautious about its relations with
China after the past arm-twisting tactics of the US. It will have to become
self-reliant economically and militarily to earn a respectable place in the
comity of nations.
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Sustainable growth

IMF loan windfalls
Husnain Shahid

The rupee’s devaluation has stopped and it has started making gains
against the US dollar after the International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved a $6 billion programme for Pakistan. The package is expected to
bring stability to the economy and check prices of essentials, which were
fluctuating massively on a daily basis.
The IMF executive board has approved a three-year $6 billion loan "to
support Pakistan’s economic plan, which aims to return sustainable
growth to the country’s economy and improve the standards of living,"
spokesperson Gerry Rice tweeted. The IMF board has released $1b to
Pakistan immediately. The fund will review Pakistan's performance quarterly over 39 months, phasing release of the additional aid over time. Pakistan will receive $2b annually under an extended fund facility (EFF).
In a statement, the IMF’s new boss David Lipton hoped that Pakistan’s
reforms programme could bring economic stability and catalyse international financial support for the country. “The programme aims to tackle
longstanding policy and structural weaknesses, restore macroeconomic
stability, catalyse significant international financial support, and promote
strong and sustainable growth in Pakistan,” he said.
Noting that the adoption of the FY 2020 budget was “an important initial
step” towards reforming the Pakistani economy, he said that a decisive
fiscal consolidation was a key to reducing the country’s large public debt
and building resilience. “Pakistan is facing significant economic challenges
on the back of large fiscal and financial needs and weak and unbalanced
growth,” he said while explaining why did the IMF board endorse the
bailout package for Pakistan. “Achieving the fiscal objectives will require
a multi-year revenue mobilisation strategy to broaden the tax base and
raise tax revenue in a well-balanced and equitable manner,” he explained.
Under the package, the IMF requires a strong commitment by the
provinces to support the consolidation effort, and effective public financial
management to improve the quality and efficiency of public spending. The
IMF also released a brief assessment of the current economic situation in
Pakistan, along with a summary of the loan programme for the country,
noting that the Pakistani economy was at a critical juncture.
The IMF also released a summary of the programme, which includes:
A decisive fiscal consolidation to reduce public debt and build resilience,
starting with the adoption of an ambitious FY 2020 budget. The adjustment
will be supported by comprehensive efforts to drastically increase revenue
mobilisation by 4 to 5pc of GDP at the federal and the provincial level over
the programme period. The target of expanding social spending is to be
achieved through the strengthening and broadening of safety nets to support the most vulnerable. The IMF emphasised that a flexible, market-determined exchange rate was necessary to restore competitiveness, rebuild
official reserves, and provide a buffer against external shocks. It will be
supported by an appropriate monetary policy to shore up confidence and
contain inflation, conducted by an independent central bank.
Energy sector reforms aim to eliminate quasi-fiscal losses and encourage investment, including by depoliticising gas and power tariff setting
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and over the programme period, gradually bringing the sector to cost recovery. Structural reforms will be implemented through strengthening institutions, increasing governance and transparency, and promoting an
investment-friendly environment necessary to improve productivity, entrench lasting reforms, and ensure sustainable growth.
Pakistan also expects inflows of $38b from other lenders in three years
after the approval of the IMF package. The loan has improved the country’s standing and other institutions have also started extending their financial support. The Asian Development Bank will disburse about $2.1b
out of $3.4b agreed funds to Pakistan this year and the World Bank has
also agreed to additional assistance purely for budgetary support. Discussions with the World Bank are in progress for assistance only for the purpose of government expenditure. The IMF programme is a message to
the world and other lending agencies that Pakistan is serious and ready
to prove its responsibility towards managing expenditures, enhancing revenues and taking difficult decisions while protecting the vulnerable segments.
The IMF has not demanded in the programme about the privatisation
of loss-making enterprises. Instead, Pakistan has to develop a comprehensive programme to decide which loss-making entities could be improved and run in the public sector, which can be better run by the private
sector and which require liquidation. Pakistan hopes the programme will
be completed by September 2020, but there is also a possibility that it finalises the restructuring plan before the target. It is because the entities
are a huge burden on the public finance.
The government wants to build a platform on the basis of which the
country could return to sustainable growth trajectory. However, it is important for Pakistan to tackle the energy sector bleeding as circular debt has
gone beyond Rs1,200b. The build-up of the debt is being addressed and
reduced from Rs38b per month to Rs28b and the government hopes to
eliminate it by the end of 2020.
Pakistan has entered its 13th IMF programme since 1988. All packages contained the conditionality for structural reforms. They sought deep
reform in the tax system as well as privatisation-related conditions, liberalisation of foreign currency transactions and mechanisms for raising government debt, reforms in gas and power pricing and a market-determined
exchange rate. However, Pakistan faced the same problems after the
completion of every programme.
This time too, Pakistan pledged to make it the last programme. The
government has set ambitious tax revenue targets in its first budget. Besides raising taxes for the salaried class, the government has increased
taxes on cooking oil, ghee, sugar, soft drinks, liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and cement, which will hit the common man hard. The budget envisages
no major change in the overall fiscal deficit during 2019-20, which could
be record Rs3.15t or 7.2pc of GDP, despite a massive Rs1.405 trillion tax
plan. It casts doubt on the government’s plan to make the country selfsufficient.
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Conflict

The seventh round of
US-Taliban talks
Raza Khan

The seventh round of direct talks between the United States and the Afghan
Taliban is going on, but so far no breakthrough has been made to the end an
18-year-old conflict in Afghanistan. At the same time, violence is raging in
Afghanistan as the Afghan Taliban have refused to halt attacks on civilians and
government targets while the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) are also
inflicting heavy casualties on the insurgents in their heartland in the south of
the country.
While continued violence from the government and the insurgents against
each other and civilians in Afghanistan has made peace in the country a
pipedream, but hopes are being expressed for a breakthrough in the seventh
or possible the next round of talks between the Afghan Taliban and the United
States currently going on in Qatar’s capital Doha. Direct talks between the two
sides have been going on with breaks for the last couple of years. Hopes
started developing for a breakthrough earlier this year when the US expressed
readiness to pull out all of its forces from Afghanistan. The Afghan Taliban have
been consistently asking Washington to pull out all its troops from Afghanistan
in order to pave the way for the return of peace to the war-torn country. It may
also be remembered that for more than a decade, the Taliban even refused to
come to the negotiation table with the US unless the latter pull out all its troops
from Afghanistan. However, eventually the militia had to show flexibility to drop
the condition and come to the negotiation table, because it was not winning
the war. Despite it, the Taliban have stuck to the demand and as the US has
been reluctant to accede to the condition by the insurgents, an early solution
to the conflict is not in sight. The US has potent reasons not to pull completely
out of Afghanistan lest the country fall once again into total turmoil as the Taliban could not be defeated and they could become a constant threat to the
western-backed and US-buttressed political dispensation of Afghanistan.
But the US finally realized that its continued presence in Afghanistan has
been counterproductive to its interest in the country and the region. Therefore,
the Donald Trump administration has been looking for ways and means to
come out of the Afghan quagmire. The US forces in Afghanistan, since they
first occupied the country in later 2001, have been the longest-ever foreign military entanglement of American history. In order to facilitate the US troops complete withdrawal from Afghanistan, President Trump appointed Zalmay
Khalilzad as his Special Representative for Afghanistan. Khalilzad, a US citizen,
has ancestors from Afghanistan and is a former US ambassador to Afghanistan
and Iraq. He is considered a troubleshooter and it proved quite correct as since
his assumption of office of special representative for Afghanistan, there is a
significant development towards a possible breakthrough between Washington
and the Taliban.
During the seventh round of direct talks between the US and the Afghan
Taliban and the possible next round of negotiations, four main issues are and
would be on the table. The foremost, as mentioned earlier, is the timeframe for
the pullout of all of the US troops from Afghanistan. The second is and would
be the announcement of ceasefire by the Taliban insurgents. The third issue
which needs to be tackled between the two sides is intra-Afghan negotiations.
The fourth main issue is and would be the post-US withdrawal political dispen-
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sation in the country. If one looks into all the four issues, they have been concatenated. As the US has not been committing to an announcement of a complete withdrawal of it forces from Afghanistan or to give a clear timeframe in
this connection, the Taliban have been refusing to announce cessation of hostilities. The US has been arguing that if it announced a pullout from Afghanistan
without first making the Taliban to announce a ceasefire, it would embolden
the insurgents and yet again throw Afghanistan into complete chaos. The Taliban, on their side, have been arguing that a ceasefire by them would negate
their narrative that they have been waging a “war of liberation” against the occupation of their country by the foreign forces. Moreover, the Taliban have been
contending that an announcement of ceasefire by them would be tantamount
to accepting the western-orchestrated extant political dispensation of
Afghanistan. Insofar as the issue of intra-Afghan dialogue between the Afghan
Taliban and the Afghan government, on the one hand, and the Afghan Taliban
and other political and power stakeholders is concerned, it could not take place
fundamentally due to the hesitance of the Taliban. The militia has been desisting from holding dialogue with Kabul and other claimants of power inside
Afghanistan, because its members have been under a feeling of being the
dominant political force in the country. Even if the members of the Taliban realize that there are other legitimate claimants of power in Afghanistan side by
side the militia, they would never publicly express it for fear of weakening their
position and justification for waging an insurgency and fighting the foreign
forces. Then holding dialogue with other Afghan power stakeholders by the
Taliban would mean sharing power with these groups, which has never been
acceptable to the militia. Keeping in view the raison d’être and context of the
rise of the Taliban in 1994, and their capturing of power in 1996 in Afghanistan
and an establishment of a pseudo puritanical regime to the exclusion of all
other Afghan groups, it can be very easily understood that why the Taliban
never engaged in intra-Afghan dialogue. Due to this reason, peace could not
be restored in Afghanistan.
The issue of the post-withdrawal political dispensation of Afghanistan and
the future of the existing political system in the country is very complex and
has no quick fix. The Afghan Taliban have consistently said that they do not
think the political system of Afghanistan as legitimate. Firstly, because it was
propounded by the western forces and secondly it has not been based on Islamic Shariah. So, if there is no agreement between the US and the Taliban
on the core issue of the pullout of the American and other foreign forces from
Afghanistan, the return of peace would be extremely difficult. However, this
does not mean that there should not be any breakthrough on the issue of withdrawal of the foreign forces from Afghanistan. It would lead to the solution of
other main issues, with the last main problem of a new political system of the
country to be the most difficult to address. However, once the first three issues
of the alien forces pullout, ceasefire by the Taliban and intra-Afghan dialogue
are resolved, it would create the much-needed atmosphere for the Afghan
stakeholders and their foreign supporters to agree on a broad-based political
system for the country. This is the only way forward to restore peace to the
war-ravaged country.
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Debate

Ideology and identity
in politics
Raza Khan

Once there was a time that ideologies dominated the world of politics and each
single political movement was driven by a consistent and coherent set of interrelated ideas.
While it is quite debatable whether that time when different political ideologies dominated the political scene was good or bad, but without any doubt at
least the rivalry had a ground. Rivalry itself is not at all a good phenomenon
whether it is due to any reason but animosities and conflict based on ideologies,
while on the one hand, used to be sources of balance, if not stability. On the
other hand, they have been great sources of death and destruction.
Today, many well-known political scientists argue that we are living in a
“post-ideological” world. Politics of ideology dominated the national life across
countries as well as the international sphere in the 19th and 20thcenturies.
Classical ideological political movements called for sacrificing the present for
the attainment of grand goals in the future in a “perfect” society. The fall of the
Soviet Empire, as a symbol of socialism, in 1990 marked an end of ideological
politics. This is evidently true as politics of ideology, which calls for the creation
of a “perfect” or wholesome society and political-economic system have failed
to achieve their objectives. This is irrespective of the argument of influential
political scientist Francis Fukayama, who believed that the collapse of the Soviet Union had proved the success of western capitalism and liberal democracy
and as there was no rival ideology and political system to challenge them,
therefore, capitalism and liberal democracy were the ultimate fate of the world.
Looking deep into a range of political struggles, movements and groups in
Pakistan, the region and the world today reveals that the politics of identity has
been on the ascendance while the politics of ideology has increasingly become
irrelevant. For instance, in Afghanistan the recent issue of the provision of computerized national identity cards and mentioning of the word “Afghan” as the
national identity of people has been vociferously contested by non-Pashtun
citizens of Afghanistan. This has resulted in the reemergence of deep ethnic
conflicts as Tajik, Uzbek, Turkmen and other ethnic groups of Afghanistan have
refused to be referred to as “Afghan” in the new national identity cards. The
issue has seriously affected the efforts of building a modern, developed country
and has raised critical question marks on the statehood of Afghanistan.
In Pakistan, on the one hand, just before the July 2018 national elections,
a group of parliamentarians of then ruling party, the PML-N, from the southern
Punjab had resigned and have renewed stalled efforts to create a Seraiki
province in the province. The parliamentarians were led by former Prime Minister Balkh Sher Mazari. The parliamentarians and the proponents of the
Seraiki province in the Punjab have been complaining of a bad treatment in
resource allocation and development funding to the Seraiki-speaking south
Punjab region for the last several decades. But noticeably, it has been the
Seraiki identity of the south Punjab that resulted in discrimination from the Punjabi-dominated federal and Punjab governments. Thus, the movement for the
creation of a Seraiki province has fundamentally been motivated by the politics
of identity. Then, the so-called Pakhtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM), led by a
firebrand Manzur Pashteen, is a typical example of the politics of identity, replacing the politics of ideology. The PTM has been arguing that Pashtuns in
Pakistan, particularly belonging to the tribal areas, have been discriminated
against due to their ethnic identity.
Even in Syria, the violent conflict between pro-Bashar Al Assad forces and
the opposition, mostly Sunni groups, has been fuelled by the feeling of identity,
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in this case sectarian in nature. In Iraq, the politics of identity has been adding
to the ethnic and sectarian conflict between the Shiite and Sunni on the one
hand, and Kurds and non-Kurds, on the other.
Now when it is more than evident that the politics of ideology has become
irrelevant and that the politics of identity has become dominant, it is important
to understand the main difference between the two set of political phenomena.
Ideology-based politics has been broader and more sweeping in its scope.
Main features of liberalism, socialism, conservatism and other grand ideologies
have had relatively general objectives. In case of liberalism, the freedom of an
individual is the ultimate aim, whereas socialism aims at a classless and stateless society and conservatism has always wanted a “stable” society for the
benefit of all. Insofar as the meanings of the politics of identity are concerned,
it isbound up with the ideas of dignity, recognition, and authenticity. So, the political life of contemporary “developed” societies, and perhaps the world-wide,
is dominated by a struggle for recognition and respect, rather than the creation
of a perfect society. Against this backdrop, the Pakistani political arena is not
an exception. A deeper look would reveal that the politics of identity has overridden the politics of ideology. In this context, it would not be a misstatement
that ideology has become obsolete in Pakistani politics, claims to the contrary
notwithstanding. But the exponents and proponents of various political ideologies have themselves to blame for this state of affairs. This can be gauged
from the fact that leaders of the two biggest political parties are in jail, not for
any political or ideological struggle, but for their involvement in financial
bungling and misappropriation as well as abuse of power. Some people may
argue that it is fundamentally due to ideological reasons that PML-N leader
Nawaz Sharif and PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari are incarcerated but the
facts are to the contrary.
The aim of the politics of identity is that one’s culture, religion and customs
(considered as authentic and thus standards to evaluate other cultures, religion
and customs) are provided accommodation and given respect. The contemporary Pakistani political scene, on the one hand, is dominated by religious
groups and on the other, ethno-nationalist political parties. The confinement of
the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), formerly a countrywide political entity, to
one province, Sindh, and the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)’s inability to establish a solid footprint in the rest of Pakistan evidently proves the
demise of the politics of ideology. The steady rise of the ruling Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), a party without an ideology, also corroborates the point
that the politics of identity has replaced the politics of ideology. However, Pakistan’s case is somewhat different as even the so-called “national” parties hardly
ever have had a vivid ideological foundation. For instance, the PPP, which rose
as a leftist-revolutionary group in 1967, soon claimed to struggle for the implementation of “Islamic socialism,” an ideological misnomer, in Pakistan. Today,
its leaders take pride in calling itself a “liberal” political force while socialism
and liberalism are polls apart. Identical is the case of the Awami National Party,
a Marxist-Leninist group, now calling itself a “secular-liberal” party. Thus, ideology has never been a strong feature of Pakistani political parties. Therefore,
only those political groups in Pakistan have any future which transform themselves with the spirit of time and stick to the politics of issues than an ideology
or identity. Because the politics of identity is full of troubles and tribulations,
therefore, in Pakistan people should support groups whose focus in not identity
but issues and good governance.
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Initiative

PTI’s mass housing
scheme
Muhammad Jahangir

Soon after coming to power, Prime Minister Imran Khan announced his 5
million housing scheme. It was an ambitious programme but welcome in
view of the acute housing shortage in the country. The country currently
suffers from a shortage of nine million housing units, with the deficit growing by an estimated 0.7 million units per year.
Worse still, Pakistan has one of the highest people-per-room ratios of
3.5 in the world. According to the Association of Builders and Developers
chairman, the situation is particularly alarming in the urban areas, where
slums have become commonplace. About 12 percent of the population in
the country owns 56 percent of the housing stock, leaving only 44 percent
for the remaining 88 percent. Whatever construction activities are going
on, they are focused on the rich and the super-rich, with only a few catering
for the middle classes. Housing for the poor seems nobody’s concern.
According to media reports, progress is being made slowly to put the
government’s housing scheme on the ground. Some land has been acquired, while some projects have been formulated. But there is no information yet about the financing side of it, and how the Naya Pakistan
Housing Program (NPHP) will actually work. Needless to say, no housing
market can be developed without a mortgage financing system in its support. As is the practice all over the world, to encourage home ownership,
short and long-term financing services must be available to buyers. It may
be recalled here that last year, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) came out
with a comprehensive policy to promote low-income housing finance in the
country. The SBP identified various demand and supply side issues hindering housing finance such as weak contract enforcement, uncertainty of
titles, maturity mismatch, unaffordability, etc.
Lately, some progress has been made towards easing the finance
shortage in the housing sector. According to the State Bank of Pakistan,
the volume of outstanding home loans has been increasing from year to
year. Housing finance is gradually growing and the gross outstanding of
all banks and DFIs surged to Rs 65.70 billion in 2016-17. At present, 24
Islamic and conventional banks, House Building Finance Company Limited
(HBFCL) and one microfinance bank are catering to housing finance needs
and the current data confirms that the primary housing finance market in
Pakistan is gradually growing which is a very positive sign for the economy.
The House Building Finance Company holds the largest share (22pc) in
terms of outstanding home loans. Category-wise, Islamic banks remained
the largest players with a 39 percent share in outstanding loans.
To remove the financial hurdles, the central bank some time back proposed subsidised financing facilities for home buyers as well as builders.
The tenure for the loans was 12.5 years, while 50 percent of the loan was
to be given at 5 percent (with banks’ premium of 4 percent) by the SBP
and the rest of the loan was to come from financial institutions at a fixed
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rate of 12 percent. Thus, the average rate became 8.5 percent for the entirety of the loan. Moreover, the policy proposed that government land earmarked for low-income housing could be given to developers free-of-cost
for 50 percent houses and apartments in the low-income category. Later,
the SBP came out with a new policy which redefined low-income housing
as a unit costing Rs3 million for a loan size up to Rs2.7 million and no income level identifier. As of now, under this policy, the government is reported to have decided to subsidise special segments of the population,
including widows, children of martyrs, special persons, transgenders and
persons in areas severely affected by terrorism.
In this context, it may be added here that the Pakistan Mortgage Refinance Company (PMRC) has been given $140 million by the World Bank
for low-income housing. The PMRC has signed agreements worth Rs4.8
billion with the House Building Finance Company (HBFC), Askari Commercial Bank, First Women Bank, Bank Islami and Khushali Microfinance
Bank. If all houses cost Rs1 million, and the loan to value is 90 percent,
this refinancing would cover about 5,500 loans. The product is at fixed rate
mortgage of 12 percent and has a tenure of 20 years.
Given the ground situation, experts are of the opinion that the 5 million
house construction is too ambitious to materialise in the near future. But if
it is conjoined with the PMRC facility, quicker results can be achieved. For,
as loans are disbursed and payments are made, more loans can be given
with a rolling effect. All said, to make a success of it, the 5 million housing
programme needs to be widely publicised and elaborated in all its details
for the stakeholders. Given the sheer size of the plan, the government
needs to produce a detailed document outlining how, where and when
housing will be provided. The programme needs to be placed in the context of the larger urban planning framework so that there is no duplication
and wastage of resources.
Developing the housing market is a big challenge which cannot be
overcome through indigenous resources alone. In view of this, the government should try to find international partners for financial and technical
support.
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Policy

From growth
to stabilisation
Muhammad Jahangir

The State Bank of Pakistan governor recently said that Pakistan has nearly
achieved economic stability and the economic future of the country is
bright. Obviously, his view is based on some positive developments in the
economy.
A major development is the near-elimination of loadshedding. The economic damage caused by long periods of power suspension have decreased substantially over the last few months. From the peak in 2012-13,
time losses due to outages have declined by over 70 percent. On the other
hand, the security situation has visibly improved. The incidence of acts of
terrorism is much less today as compared to a few years ago. Also notable
is the fact that democracy is taking root in the country. With the third
elected government under the PTI taking office, doubts about political stability have cleared.
But countervailing these positives are factors which are negatively impacting the economy. In this connection, the primary concern is the decline
in the GDP growth rate to 3.3 percent from 5.5 percent last year. The Ministry of Finance has projected that the growth rate to fall further to only 2.4
percent in 2019-20. According to experts, the reason for the fall is that the
policy has shifted from growth to stabilization in 2018-19, necessitated by
the emergence of very large and unsustainable deficits both in the current
account of the balance of payments and the budget finances.
It has necessitated the devaluation of the rupee, a raise in the interest
rate and a reduction in development spending. As a result, we have seen
an improvement in the current account deficit which is likely to fall by 30
percent by the end of the year. Also, according to the ministry’s estimates,
the primary deficit in the budget is expected to come down to 2 percent of
the GDP as compared to 2.2 percent of the GDP last year. However, it is
axiomatic that unless the fiscal deficit is reduced substantially, the external
balance of payments will remain under pressure.
Needless to say, for stabilization of the economy in the short and
medium-term, we need to better manage the budget deficit. The ministry’s
projection is that it will decrease from 7.2 percent of the GDP this year to
7.1 percent next year. It may be noted here that the federal expenditure is
expected to grow by over 30 percent next year. The provincial budgets
also show growth rates in expenditure of 20 to 25 percent. This means
that the fiscal policy is expansionary which is to be counterbalanced by
additional taxation. As suggested by the IMF, the trade deficit can be reduced by the depreciation of the currency based on a market-determined
rate. Already, over the last few weeks, the rupee has fallen steeply against
the US dollar. This, in turn, will increase the rate of inflation which has been
projected at 11 to 13 percent in 2019-20.
According to experts, to stabilize the economy, instead of an expan-
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sionary fiscal policy combined with currency depreciation, we should go
for a more restrictive fiscal policy, especially in terms of containing the
growth in expenditure, and a less restrictive monetary policy. This would
have less impact on the rate of inflation, leading to a smaller increase in
the cost of debt servicing. The federal budget has been passed, but there
is a strong likelihood of a shortfall in revenues which will necessitate adjustments to meet the IMF programme criteria. Tax rates may be further
increased and the rupee may be further devalued. This, combined with a
cut in development expenditure, will result in falling real incomes and rising
unemployment. To cope with the situation, the government will have to
show economic prudence.
There are a number of measures that the government can take immediately to arrest the declining economic trend. The first one is to stop the
further slide of the rupee against the dollar through tactical intervention in
the market. This will not only check inflation but also reduce the debt servicing burden. Secondly, all luxury imports should be immediately banned
to reduce the trade deficit. On the other hand, a new package of incentives
should be offered to encourage exporters to redouble their efforts and earn
more foreign exchange. Last but not the least, efforts should be made to
increase productivity in the agricultural and industrial sectors which will, in
turn, generate new employment opportunities for jobless educated youths.
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Education

A dismal picture
of education
Rasheed Ali

Can anybody believe that only war-torn Afghanistan lags behind the nuclear-armed Pakistan in the context of regional comparison as far as the
educational indicators are concerned?
All other countries in the South Asia region have shown improvement in
the Human Development Indicators (HDI) in comparison to the motherland in the past years. The Economic Survey 2018-2019, released in the
second week of June 2019, made this pathetic disclosure that Pakistan's
public expenditure on education as percentage to the GDP was estimated
at 2.4pc in the fiscal year 2018-19, the lowest in the region.
The Human Development Report 2018, released by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), shows that Pakistan is ranked 150th
out of 189 countries, with the Human Development Indicator (HDI) value
of 0.562 (with 1 being the maximum value). It is really regrettable that successive governments in Pakistan have failed to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 4, which aims to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all citizens through tangible improvements in the education sector of the country. So far, the country has failed to achieve the
MDGs target related to education, as the desired changes could not be
brought about to upgrade the educational system.
The literacy rate has been hovering around 60pc or so for the last many
years, though the definition of a literate person could be questionable in
the eyes of many. According to the literacy definition, announced by the
federal government in 2017: “The ability to read and understand simple
text in any language from a newspaper or magazine, write a simple letter
and perform basic mathematical calculation (i.e., counting and addition/
subtraction).” According to the previous definition, used in the 1998 census, “A person was treated as literate if he could read a newspaper or a
journal and could write a simple letter in any language.”
However, the world standards vary in defining literacy. Experts at a United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation meeting proposed defining literacy as the "ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute, using printed and written materials
associated with varying contexts". The experts note: "Literacy involves a
continuum of learning in enabling individuals to achieve their goals, to develop their knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in their community and wider society".
However, even under Pakistan’s literacy definition, there are no heartening figures. In 2017-18, the literacy rate showed 62.3pc of the population
literate, with 72.5pc male and 51.8pc females so-called educated. The
area-wise analysis suggests that the literacy rate increased in both rural
(51.9pc to 53.3pc) and urban (76.0pc to 76.6pc) in the last five years. It
was, however, observed that male-female disparity was narrowing down
with the passage of time. The literacy rate increased in all provinces, Khy-
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ber-Pakhtunkhwa (54.1pc to 55.3pc), the Punjab (61.9pc to 64.7pc) and
Balochistan (54.3pc to 55.5pc) in the period, except for Sindh (63.0pc to
62.2pc) where a decrease was observed.
Like the literacy rate, budgetary allocations have also not been up to the
minimum standards, set by world bodies for the underdeveloped and developing nations. International organisations working in the field of education recommend that every nation should allocate at least 4pc of its
GDP for the education sector every year. However, public expenditure on
education in Pakistan was estimated at 2.4pc of the gross domestic product (GDP) in 2017-18, compared to 2.2pc in 2016-17. A comparison with
other developing nations paints a very depressing picture. For example,
Nepal’s spending on education averaged around 4.7 per cent of the GDP,
which is 235pc more than that of Pakistan. At the same time, Maldives
education spending has averaged around 7pc of its GDP. And look at
Swaziland and Kenya in Africa, whose education spending is almost 7pc
of their respective GDPs. Pakistan’s immediate neighbours also outspend
it in education. Iran’s spending on education has been around 3.7pc of
the GDP while India's has hovered around 3.2pc.
However, the federal as well as provincial governments have enhanced
allocations for the sector during the past years. The Punjab increased its
education expenditure in 2017-18 to Rs. 340.8 billion, compared to Rs.
260.6 billion in 2016-17, which showed an increase of 30.8pc in the annual development programme. Sindh increased its expenditure from Rs.
146.7 billion in 2016-17 to Rs. 166.0 billion in 2017-18, showing an increase of 13.16pc. Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan increased their
expenditure on education from Rs. 136.1 billion to Rs. 142.6 billion and
from Rs. 47.7 billion in 2016-17 to Rs. 52.8 billion in 2017-18, respectively.
Another reason for Pakistan’s notoriety is its largest out-of-school population. According to latest unofficial figures, there are 22.6 million out-ofschool children in Pakistan which accounts for 44pc of all children in the
country. The Economic Survey says that in 2018, 83pc of 6-16 year-old
children in rural Pakistan were enrolled in schools, whereas 17pc children
were still out of school. Compared to the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2016, percentage of out-of-school children in rural Pakistan
has decreased from 19pc. Amongst the enrolled, 77pc of children were
in government schools and 23pc were enrolled in non-state institutions
(20pc in private schools and 3pc in Madrasas).
In ASER 2018, amongst the 17pc out-of- school children (age 6-16 years),
7pc were males and 10pc were females. This gap has narrowed compared to the last ASER cycle (8pc males and 11pc females). The Punjab,
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and Balochistan all
recorded increases in enrolment (6-16 years) ranging between 1pc and
8pc. Pre-school enrolment (3-5 years) in 2018 stood at 37pc compared
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to 36pc in 2016. The highest enrolment for pre-school was recorded in Islamabad Capital Territory, 62pc, followed by 52pc in the Punjab and 50pc
in Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK). The lowest enrolment was recorded for
KP merged districts (erstwhile FATA) at 23pc.
A major hurdle to the enrolment of children is lack of schools, especially
in rural areas. In 2017-18, there were a total of 172,200 functioning primary schools, with 519,000 teachers, across the country. These schools
had an overall enrolment of 22.9 million students with an increase of 5.5pc
over the previous year. The enrolment was projected to increase to 23.9
million (i.e. by 4.4pc) in 2018-19.
According to the survey findings, there were 468,00 middle schools in the
country in 2017-18, with 438,600 teachers, and an overall of 7.3 million
showing an increase of 4.3pc over the enrolment level of 2016-17. The
enrolment was estimated to increase by another 3.7pc to 7.6 million in
2018-19. A total of 309,00 high schools, with 556,600 teachers, were functional in the country during 2017-18. The high school enrolment, at 3.9
million, represented an increase of 7.4 over the enrolment level of 3.6 million in 2016-17. The high school enrolment was estimated to increase by
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6.6pc (to 4.1 million in 2018-19.
A total of 5,200 higher secondary schools/ Intermediate colleges, with the
teacher population of 121,900, were functioning all over the country in 201718. The overall enrolment of 1.75 million in these schools represents a
healthy increase of 9.8pc over the enrolment level of 2016-17. The enrolment was expected to increase by another 5pc (to 1.84 million) in 2018-19.
A total of 3,700 technical & vocational institutes with 18,200 teachers were
functional in 2017-18. The enrolment of 433,200 represents an increase
of 25.6pc over the previous year. With that increase in base, the enrolment
was projected to climb to 8.7pc during 2018-19.
A total of 1,657 degree colleges in the country had a teacher population
of 42,000 in 2017-18. That year, a significant decline of 47.3pc in enrolment (to 503,800) was observed in the enrolment level, which was projected to decelerate further to 4.3pc in 2018-19. In 2017-18, there were
186 universities, with 56,900 teachers, in the country, with a total enrolment of 1.6 million. That enrolment was 7.7pc higher than previous years.
The growth in enrolment, however, was projected to decline by 0.2pc in
2018-19, according to survey estimates.
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Politics

Democracy
in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

Constitutionally, Pakistan is a
democratic country. Different
political and religious parties,
like the Pakistan Tehreek-iInsaf (PTI), Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and
Jamaat-i-Islami (JI), contest
elections which are held after
regular intervals. Theoretically,
these parties are formed to
protect the basic rights of the
people, ensure smooth functioning of the democratic system, promote democratic
culture within the parties and
in the country, safeguard different ideologies, uphold, implement and follow the
Constitution of Pakistan in
every matter, introduce people-friendly plans and revolutionary solutions to emerging
problems and existing challenges.
The people of Pakistan are supposed to help these parties which, after
contesting elections, form governments in the provinces and Centre. The
sole purpose of the government and the parties should be to serve the
people of the country because democracy is a government "of the people,
by the people, and for the people." In democracy, education, rule of law,
rule of merit, economic equality, transparency in every walk of life, independent and strong institutions, honest political leadership, industrialisation, tolerance and moderation, scientific progress, self-reliance and
human development hold paramount importance. Unfortunately, Pakistan’s
democracy is devoid of all the fundamental principles and values. In fact,
the quality of democracy is falling very rapidly, not only at the theoretical
but also at the operational level in Pakistan.
Since the creation of Pakistan, political governments and parties have
not tried to create and follow democratic culture by abolishing feudalism,
tribalism, cast-based social, educational and political systems, outdated
police and judicial laws, a cruel land (Patwari) system and corruption from
the country. Political parties and their leaders have used power for pro-
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tecting their partisan interests, intimidating opponents, controlling poor
people and misusing state resources.
It is an established truth that democracy suits only a small ruling elite
and ignores the majority of the people of Pakistan. The ruling elite has introduced a class-riddled educational system (Madrassa, Urdu and English
medium) to keep the people of Pakistan uneducated, divided, submissive
and naïve. The sole purpose of the system is to stop the people from
launching any protest and demanding their rights. The system has successfully given power only to the elite, including feudal lords, tribal heads,
politicians, businesspeople and bureaucrats. With this power, the elite has
become very rich and influential while most of Pakistani people are poor.
It has stashed ill-gotten wealth not only in the country but also in other
countries. The elite has intentionally discouraged industrialisation in the
country because it requires a skilled and educated workforce which is
against the interests of the corrupt ruling elite. It has turned Pakistan into
a consumer-oriented economy by borrowing from international organizations, like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank etc.
Ikram Sehgal, a defence and security analyst, writes: “Large amounts
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of the borrowed money that was flowing into the country ended up in the
pockets of the rulers. The staggering amount of debt accumulated has now
reached a level where the debt service takes away such a big part of the
budget that the funds required for necessary investment into the defence
of the country, into the social sector, like healthcare, education and poverty
reduction, and in the infrastructure, agriculture and industry are not possible and can be paid only with new loans and more debt. The stolen and
amassed money has been used by the elite to lead a luxurious life based
on imported goods but a major amount has been taken out of the country
to be parked in offshore accounts and invested in property abroad. Most
Pakistan citizens are poor, living at or below the poverty line while a tiny
minority has become unbelievably rich with stolen money.”
Tragically, when the state or government tries to control corruption and
the anti-democratic attitude of the ruling elite, it becomes united to spoil
the efforts. Almost all political parties serve their own partisan interests.
They have no interest in serving the people and the country. The primary
duty of any democratic government is to enforce the rule of law, satisfy
basic needs of the people, provide speedy justice and solve the socio-economic problems of the people, which all the governments have failed to
achieve in Pakistan. Due to the bad and poor performances of the previous
political governments and opposition parties in the Centre and provinces,
many doubts about the successful functioning of democracy in Pakistan
are raising in the minds of the people.
Now, after PTI governments were formed in 2018 at the federal level
and in the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces, there are some
signs of improvement in the law and order situation. But, it is also a fact
that the PTI government has failed to provide economic relief to the people.
It has been unable to control the price hike of essentials and commodities
such as electricity, gas and other services. Middle level businesspeople
are also not willing to pay taxes. They are not happy with the Federal
Board of Revenue’s policies.
The PTI government is also not willing to provide relief to the PML-N
and PPP leaders who are facing corruption charges. Both parties have
started propaganda against the PTI government and the accountability
process. They are trying to paint the accountability process as political victimization. Interestingly, the Jamiat Ulema-Islam (JUI-F) has also joined
the PPP and the PML-N in condemning Prime Minister Imran Khan and
his PTI government just to protect its own partisan interests. These parties
are playing every bad trick to derail the present political and judicial systems just to save their corrupt leaders.
Maryam Nawaz, the PML-N leader, has leaked a video which allegedly
showed a conversation between Accountability Judge Arshad Malik, who
had convicted former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in the Al-Azizia case,

July 16-31, 2019

and Nasir Butt, a PML-N supporter. In her press conference, Maryam
Nawaz tried to prove that the judge had been blackmailed and forced into
convicting Nawaz Sharif. To get rid of his guilt, the judge has disclosed the
truth to Nasir Butt. The judge has denied the charges and demanded a
probe into the video. All political parties and the media have demanded
an enquiry into the matter.
It appears Maryam Nawaz, also a convict, has played a dirty trick to
save her father. Her purpose is to discredit the judiciary and other institutions of the country. She also wants to start an agitation to destabilise the
country and the government. The judiciary and the government should
take action against the dirty manoeuvre. Special Assistant to Prime Minister Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan has suggested a forensic examination of the
tapes. There is no doubt about it that, with the dirty stroke, the PML-N has
succeeded in attracting the attention of the people. Maryam has also
threatened to leak more videos in the coming days if her father is not freed
from jail. Interestingly, she is also demanding PM Imran Khan's resignation.
The fear of accountability has brought the PML-N, the PPP and the
JUI-F closer to each other. All the parties will try their level best to create
disturbance in the country. Resultantly, the quality of political discourse will
be lowered in the coming days. Moreover, leaders of all political parties
are using abusive language against each other in the parliament and on
TV, which is not good for democracy.Dr. Hasan Askari Rizvi writes: "The
current phase of Pakistani politics shows that major political parties are
motivated by their immediate needs rather than working on the basis of a
long-term or a well-thought out political agenda. Their friendships and rivalries are shaped by immediate exigencies. Until the PPP and the PMLN embarked on their current camaraderie, both had a large number of
statements on record wherein they accused each other of political opportunism, mismanagement and corruption. All of that seems to be a thing of
the past — forgotten by both the parties who feel threatened by the accountability process. Today, politics appears to be a power struggle among
the political elite. Democratic principles, institutions and processes have
either become irrelevant or are relevant for a political party to the extent
that they help them achieve their agenda vis-à-vis the political adversary.
Democracy underlines the need for serving the common people. However,
if politics becomes a free-for-all struggle for power for the political elite, the
democratic culture and the people’s interests will eventually become a secondary consideration".
The state should take every step to complete the accountability process
against the corrupt ruling elite, if it wants to make the economy strong by
bringing stolen money back, promote the rule of law in society and bring a
real democracy in the country.
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Equality

Transforming the lens
of exclusion
Huma Mir

Inclusion is a global concept and basic human right to embrace everyone
regardless of race, age, gender, disability, religious and cultural beliefs.
The concept was taught by Islam as a complete way of life for the whole
humanity many centuries ago by the last Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH). The foundations of the social system of Islam rest on the belief
that all human beings are equal and constitute one single community.
The Prophet (PBUH) said: "No Arab has any superiority over a nonArab, nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab. Nor does a
white man have any superiority over a black man, or a black man any superiority over a white man. You are all the children of Adam, and Adam
was created from clay" (al-Bayhaqi and al-Bazzaz). In this way, Islam established equality for the entire human race and struck at the very root of
all distinctions based on colour, race, language or nationality. According
to Islam, God has given man the right of equality as a birthright. Therefore,
no man should be discriminated against on the grounds of the colour of
his skin, his place of birth, the race or the nation in which he was born.
After advocating this concept of equality of mankind, Islam adds that if
there can be any real difference between man and man, it cannot be of
race, colour or country but of their relationship with their Creator. The most
honoured of people in the sight of God is the most righteous. On the basis
of this fundamental tenet, Islam seeks to build principled society as against
the racial, national and parochial societies existing in the world. The basis
of cooperative effort among men in such a society is not one’s birth but a
creed and a moral principle.
In Pakistan, we can have the true spirit of inclusion in society, by removing all barriers, discrimination and intolerance. When implemented,
properly addressing all strata of society, it should make everyone feel included and supported, whichever environment they are in. Inclusion is
achieved when everyone within a community feels like they belong, and
can see themselves fit in and can see themselves reflected in all aspects
of life. Inclusion matters and discourages exclusion from societal and economic targets of any civilized society. It is an everyday term that is familiar
to most people. We feel included or excluded from family, neighborhood
or community activities. Inclusion and exclusion have also been recognized as social issues all over the world, where the concepts have become
a central feature of public policies. The conceptions of social and economic
exclusion and inclusion have become the focus of attention, especially
among nations, which are concerned about poverty and its negative effects
on people. People, who are excluded, whether because of poverty, ill
health, gender, race or lack of education, do not have the opportunity for
complete participation in the economic and social benefits of society.
Inclusion can be a very effective instrument for the new governments
examining legislation, policies, programmes and practices to determine
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whether they promote the social and economic inclusion of individuals,
families and communities. It opens up minds to new ways of thinking and
open doors to new solutions for old problems. Ultimately, it provides a new
way to encourage change that will transform a society. The concept of inclusion is recommended from all global environments to add to the government systems by the policy makers, programme managers and
community leaders, who work in the context of social and economic exclusion in both public and non-profit sectors. It is also a tool for activists in
social movements, such as women and people with disabilities, and community developers working towards healthy, sustainable communities. It
provides methodologies for analyzing the conditions of exclusion and solutions that promote inclusion and a way of beginning to plan for inclusion.
It also suggests a process to begin dialogue with excluded groups, raise
awareness about how exclusion works and identify steps to move towards
policies, programmes and practices that will be inclusive.
Governments at all levels can use the strategies of inclusion to analyze
legislation, policies and programmes to determine whether these exclude
or include people, who are marginalized, disadvantaged, impoverished or
discriminated against. Non-government organizations can use the methods of inclusion to find out if the policies, programmes and practices they
use exclude or include people in vulnerable situations. Community groups
can use the ideology for planning, development and social action to address the sources of exclusion in communities and in public policies, as
well as pointing towards solutions that will be inclusive. Moreover, the ideology also covers the foundation of values, social justice diversity, respect
for the rights of individuals to make choices to guide how the values arise
from the work that has taken in any society on social and economic exclusion and inclusion. Also, the recognition of universal entitlement to rights
and services as set out in human rights agreements, charters and legislations, building common interests and relationships as the basis for actions
to achieve shared goals.
By using all the stated areas of inclusion, any government can draw
more efficient policies and monitor their progress. Therefore, social and
economic exclusion and inclusion can be seen along several dimensions:
cultural, economic, functional, participatory, physical, political, structural
and relational. There are many elements to exclusion and inclusion for
each of these dimensions that should be considered in analyzing a policy,
programme or practice. For example, elements of exclusion could be
poverty, disadvantage, inequality, discrimination, barriers to access, disability, isolation or marginalization. Whereas elements of inclusion could
be adequate income, reduced disparities, human rights, access, ability to
participate, valued contribution and belonging empowerment. The same
approaches can be practiced with any sector of the government and society for improvement.
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Politics

The Punjab
can of worms
Fakir S. Ayazuddin

The arrogance displayed by the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PMLN) hierarchy was indeed shocking after the downfall of a key player in the
Punjab, Rana Sanaullah, who flouted the strict and dangerous codes surrounding the narcotics trade.
It seems that former Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah worked his
way up through the echelons of the PML-N till he became a confidant of
the Sharifs and an important player in the party. He soon developed and
spread his influence throughout the province. It was noticed that with his
increasing power, various sleazy parts of the government came under his
sphere of influence. Gambling and narcotics were also allegedly under his
supervision; all these illegal activities are the most lucrative and most
sought after by people, like Rana Sanaullah.
PML-N Punjab President Rana Sanaullah was arrested by the AntiNarcotics Force (ANF) while he was traveling from Faisalabad to Lahore.
The senior PML-N lawmaker was arrested from the Islamabad-Lahore Motorway near the Sukheki area. Over 15kg drugs were recovered from his
car. However, PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif condemned the arrest and
said that Sanaullah had been arrested without any allegation and case
against him. He termed the arrest the worst example of “lawlessness and
political revenge.” More arrests are expected in the case in coming days.
The police have also arrested PML-N Faisalabad President Sheikh Ijaz
and some police officers in connection with the case. An investigation is
also underway against two parliamentarians from Faisalabad. It is alleged
many legislators are involved in narcotics smuggling and a foreign country
had tipped-off Pakistan about the racket.
Earlier, Rana Sanaullah was also accused of being the mastermind of
the Model Town incident, in which at least 14 people were killed and over
100 injured by the police in 2014. It is alleged that he had directed the police to launch an operation against the Model Town protesters despite opposition by the then Home Secretary Azam Suleman’s. The aggrieved
party, Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PAT) of Dr Tahirul Qadri, also accused
Rana Sanaullah of having links with members of banned organizations.
This type of person is very useful to the leadership, because he has to
be the most effective when entrusted with the job of keeping the criminal
elements productive and disciplined. These crimes are invariably linked to
harsh conditions of obedience. Leniency is not tolerated, and the nature
of the crime is such that kindness is considered a weakness. The criminals
only recognize strong measures and so Rana Sanaullah learnt these procedures and succeeded at every stage, growing more powerful and more
adept at manipulating the law while deriving the most benefit. A child
pornography ring was exposed in Kasur, much to the shock of the people
of the country, but it saw no prosecution. Instead, the charges were swept
under the carpet, never to be heard off again. This was achieved by the
adroit handling of the most powerful man in the Punjab, Rana Sanaullah.
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The same Rana Sanaullah can be held responsible for the stoppage
of international cricket in Pakistan after gunmen attacked a bus carrying
the Sri Lankan team. The gunmen walked through the streets of Lahore
shooting indiscriminately. So casual was their walk that it seemed that they
had the guarantee of no retaliation. The killers proceeded to their motorbike in a very leisurely manner and drove away without a fear, as if it was
a Sunday drive with the family. The police hierarchy and the home department of the Punjab seemed unconcerned and subsequently not interested
in any investigation. The matter is still in the open files of the Punjab. It is
still a blot on the Punjab police. It also indicates that the then PML-N Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif had a different
yardstick for their behavior. They chose to turn a blind eye and let such a
brutal attack on a foreign team with no fear of horrific consequences for it.
It maligned the image of the country in the whole world. The Pakistani people were deprived of cricket for over 10 years. People say it was a deliberate act orchestrated by the Punjab government headed at that time by
none other than Rana Sanaullah.
These and other crimes will surely mark the Sharifs as rulers to be best
forgotten. Surely, the cricket match shootout and the subsequent non-investigation and the child porno ring of Kasur, also vanished without any
investigation. It was rumored that high officials of the PML-N were involved
in the cover-up. Certainly, the provincial members of the PML-N successfully suppressed the matter. All these matters were handled by Rana
Sanaullah.
His success has been the successful non-investigation of the crimes.
Surely, it is a black mark on the face of the Punjab police. This is indeed
unfortunate because once a proud police department, which controlled
feared dacoits of the Punjab, allowed robbers to run over the province
freely.
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International

Unfulfilled promises
in Hong Kong
Stephen Vines

As Hong Kong awaits the next convulsion arising from an unprecedented
upsurge of protests one image neatly sums up where the former British
colony is nowadays.
Next to the city's airport stands a recently completed bridge linking
Hong Kong, Macau and the Chinese mainland city of Zhuhai. Built at massive cost, with heavy loss of life, the world's longest sea bridge was designed to reinforce the physical ties between the two former colonies and
the Chinese motherland. The closer they could get together, the better they
would be, at least that was the idea.
The reality is that the bridge is a forlorn white elephant. It is largely
bereft of traffic aside from lumbering tour buses carrying mainland visitors
to casinos in Macau and shopping centres in Hong Kong. Business is distinctly one-sided and even if Hong Kong residents wished to drive on this
gleaming new edifice they cannot because vehicle access is confined to
special permit holders: the rich and the politically well connected.
The near empty bridge reflects the convoluted history of Hong Kong
and its new masters in Beijing, where misunderstanding is rife and promises remain unfulfilled. The gap between assurances and reality has generated growing anger and disillusionment. It is in this context that millions
of people took to the streets when it looked as though Hong Kong's cherished rule of law was about to be undermined by the introduction of new
extradition legislation which would have put the people of Hong Kong at
the mercy of China’s notorious justice system.
More fundamentally, however, the outpouring of anger was about broken promises of autonomy and a sense that the distinctiveness of Hong
Kong is being subsumed by the all-powerful Chinese state. In 1997, when
China regained sovereignty over the enclave, the Beijing government proclaimed that "Hong Kong's tomorrow will be even more beautiful". On July
1, the 22nd anniversary of the handover, that beauty was not apparent to
local government officials who were so fearful of protests that they abandoned the traditional outdoor ceremony marking the event and moved it
to a tightly controlled indoor location.
Later in the day half a million people took to the streets to express their
anger and disappointment with the government, fears over the erosion of
autonomy and, as one protester put it, "just about everything". Following
a previous march of some two million people, around a quarter of the entire
population, this demonstration did not seem that big and was overlooked
when a much smaller group, almost entirely consisting of young people,
subsequently burst into the legislature and trashed part of the building.
The police stood by and let them get on with it, the suspicion lingers,
as legislator Fernando Cheung said, this was a trap set to turn public opinion against protesters and to characterise the opposition as being a threat
to law and order. The police deny this charge.
However, suspicion is the order of the day here in Hong Kong. Trust in
the once highly regarded police force has sunk to all-time lows following
the violent suppression of another demonstration last month. Hong Kong's
leader, Carrie Lam, does not dare emerge in public and only appears in
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venues where unvetted people are kept at bay. Even government supporters have taken to abusing her after the scrapping of the controversial legislation and are now running around like headless chickens.
Mrs. Lam will probably linger on in office, for no reason other than that
her departure would represent another loss of face for Beijing. However,
she is an increasingly isolated figure, whose popularity ratings have crumbled. Control has firmly and visibly moved to an austere building called the
Central Government Liaison Office where mainland cadres issue edicts,
coordinate support for the fast-sinking Hong Kong government and summon senior Hong Kong officials to receive "guidance".
Lurking in the background is the fear that, if push comes to shove, the
Chinese government might decide to mobilise its People's Liberation Army
garrison in Hong Kong to suppress protests. In an unusual move, on July
2, the army newspaper gave details of a large air and sea exercise in the
territory, pointedly reminding people of the army's readiness for action.
The hard core of the protesters, particularly the young people who
stormed into the legislature on July 1, appear to be fearless but the much
wider mass of people who have joined the street protests are not eager
for violence and are fearful that a crackdown will follow what has, after all,
been an enormous retreat by the world's largest dictatorship.
The rulers in Beijing do not take setbacks of this kind lightly. Under Xi
Jinping, the crackdown on dissent has reached levels not seen during the
Maoist era. Where repression has been most harsh, in the northwestern
Muslim region of Xinjiang, much of what happens is out of sight to the outside world. This is not the case in Hong Kong.
Yet, Beijing cannot do nothing - doing nothing is not in the Communist
Party's DNA, so some kind of reaction is highly likely. It may take some
time to be rolled out, as it was in the wake of the defeated Umbrella Movement five years ago, when a trickle of arrests turned into a surge, where a
political party was banned and dissident legislators were kicked out of the
chamber while others were banned from standing for election.
The general view back then was that nothing could be done to thwart
this onslaught and that those advocating democracy had been taught a
lesson which was to bow to the inevitability of doing things China's way.
The eruption of protest against the extradition laws seemingly came out
of nowhere but, in reality, it provided a trigger for discontent which had
long been simmering in the background. It is hard to predict what will happen next.
In another about face on July 9, Carrie Lam announced she was "willing
to engage in an open dialogue with students", alongside other measures
to improve communications with the wider community. However, her credibility is now so low that it is doubtful that this too-little, too-late move will
have much effect.
At the same time given that the protest movement has been largely
spontaneous and leaderless, it is unclear who can represent its demands
if dialogue with the government is indeed to be held. For the time being it
seems a tense stalemate prevails in Hong Kong.
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Attracting auto makers

The fight against polio
Polio is an acute viral infection which can cause inflammation of the

The previous government introduced an auto policy for five

central nervous system, leading to permanent paralysis or even

years and waived some duties and taxes for new entrants in
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the vaccine which Dr Jenner derived from the milder cowpox was a

There are many Japanese vendors of auto parts running

means of preventing smallpox. He proved that the body could resist

their production units around the world, resulting in the pro-

infection if it could build up immunity towards a disease when vacci-

duction of low-cost vehicles by local original equipment

nated in a less potent form and found that the inoculation with cow-

manufacturers. This helps them play with modest vehicles in

pox made people immune to smallpox. It was with the help of a

the market. In case of Pakistan, we do not have any expert-

vaccination programme on a global scale that the World Health Or-

ise of vendors to match international levels of technology.

ganisation (WHO) finally eradicated the highly contagious viral infec-

Consequently, this is affecting the retail price of cars and

tion of smallpox in 1979. It must be remembered that smallpox was a

making them expensive. The government should have intro-

major cause of death across the globe while those who survived it

duced ‘auto supplier-ship strengthening policy’ prior to the

were permanently disfigured by pockmarked skin. Such an historical

auto policy. New entrants in the auto industry will produce

context led to the preparation of first vaccine against polio by Ameri-

expensive models anew or import completely built-up units.

can virologist Dr Jonas Edward Salk in 1954. It contained poliovirus

That will not be positive because consumers would never

that had been killed with formalin. Three years later, Polish-American

get low-cost vehicles. Why are vehicles cheap in our neigh-

medical researcher Dr Albert Bruce Sabin began immunisation with

boring country? It is because they enjoy maximum localisa-

his weakened poliovirus. Since then the introduction of vaccination

tion in the auto industry since all main global auto suppliers

has considerably reduced the incidence of this global crippler and

have their production units in India.

killer. However, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria are the only three

It is the responsibility of the government to bring world class

countries where polio still remains endemic. Supporting the immuni-

auto parts suppliers to Pakistan. Remember, any auto com-

sation programme is the only effective way to combat it.

pany planning to commence its operations in Pakistan will
Inayat Atta
Peshawar

come up with expensive units, until and unless auto supplier
industry is established here.
Mansoor Ahmed
Karachi

Taxing issues
Some government departments take taxes from people as if they
are doing a great favour to them. The vehicle token tax is paid until
June 30 each year and often I have renewed the token tax by the
end of June or the beginning of July in a timely manner to avoid harassment by Excise and Taxation raid teams.
However, this time, I had to return back from the post office where

Neglected playground
Chak Shahzad was created and developed by the Capital Development Authority (CDA) as a model township about 50 years ago.
A sizeable plot earmarked for use as a playground already exists.

the tax is paid on July 4 because the new rates had not been fi-

But it is in a deplorable condition because no infrastructure neces-

nalised by the government. They asked me to come again. It is

sary for a playground has been built yet.

strange that the government can’t even decide routine matters

It does not have any facility for any sport like cricket, football,

timely and makes decisions after the expiry date. They behave as if

hockey etc. It is simply a barren tract without a turf, and above all,

people are just free to keep following up on these routine tasks.

it does not have a protective boundary wall owing to which it can

They fail to understand that their lethargic attitude upsets those

be encroached upon any time by land grabbers. The CDA and Is-

who want to fulfill their responsibilities in a timely manner to have

lamabad Metropolitan Corporation should give attention to this

peace of mind or had some travel plans.

neglected playground.
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East Asians may have been reshaping
their skulls 12,000 years ago

CO2 emissions are on track to take us
beyond 1.5 degrees of global warming

Bruce Bower

Carolyn Wilke

Ancient tombs in China have produced what may be some of the
oldest known human skulls to be
intentionally reshaped. At a site
called Houtaomuga, scientists
unearthed 25 skeletons dating to
between around 12,000 years
ago and 5,000 years ago. Of those, 11 featured skulls with artificially elongated braincases and flattened bones at the front and back of the head, says
a team led by bioarchaeologist Quanchao Zhang and paleoanthropologist
Qian Wang. Skull modification occurred over a longer stretch of time at the
site than at any other archaeological dig, the researchers report.

A new study shows just how hard it may
be to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius over preindustrial times. The
world’s existing power plants, industrial
equipment, vehicles and other CO₂emitters are on track to pump out
enough carbon dioxide to blow past that
target by midcentury, researchers report. Add in future power plants that are already
planned, permitted or under construction, and we could emit enough by 2033 to
raise average global atmospheric temperatures by 1.5 degrees, the researchers
say. If we want to limit warming to 1.5 degrees, then “we cannot invest more in
fossil fuel power or infrastructure,” says Thorsten Mauritsen, a physical climate scientist at Stockholm University who was not involved with the work. “Everything we
do from now has to change direction and not use fossil fuels.”

Permanent reshaping of a skull early in life, when cranial bones are soft, can
be achieved by compressing an infant’s head with one’s hands. Binding the
head with hard, flat surfaces such as boards or tightly wrapping the head in
cloth similarly remodels immature cranial bones. Specific head modifications
may have been used as signs of social status. Oddly shaped, intentionally
modified skulls have been found in many parts of the world. Claims from the
1980s that two roughly 45,000-year-old Neandertal skulls had been reshaped
early in life have been dismissed by many researchers. The earliest skulls with
generally accepted signs of cranial modification date to between around 13,000
and 10,000 years ago in western Asia, southeastern Australia and now, East
Asia. In the Americas, this practice began more than 8,000 years ago.
“It is too early to tell whether intentional cranial modification first emerged in
East Asia and spread elsewhere or originated independently in different
places,” says Wang, of Texas A&M University in Dallas. Houtaomuga was
excavated from 2011 to 2015. A man’s skeleton with a modified skull was
found in a tomb dating to between 13,000 and 11,000 years ago, based on
styles of pottery found in the same sediment layer.
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In the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change, nearly all the world’s nations
agreed to try to reduce greenhouse gas emissions enough to limit warming to
“well below” 2 degrees by 2100. The United States has said it would pull out of
the agreement, though the exit wouldn’t be complete until 2020. Still, calls have
increased since 2015 for the more ambitious goal of keeping warming to 1.5
degrees. That would mean fewer heat waves, spells of extreme weather and
species extinctions. Human activity has already increased global temperatures
by 1 degree. Emitting an additional 420 to 580 gigatons of CO2 could warm the
planet to 1.5 degrees above preindustrial levels, the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change estimated in 2018. Current infrastructure could emit that
much CO2 between 2018 and as early as 2035, though it could take until 2046
to reach those totals, the new study found. Existing infrastructure, over its expected lifetime, would emit about 658 gigatons of CO2, says Steven Davis, an
earth systems scientist at the University of California, Irvine, and his colleagues.
About 41 percent of those emissions would come from China, 9 percent from
the United States and 7 percent from the European Union.

July 16-31, 2019

02
Health

Soy's heart benefits hold steady over time
E.J. Mundell
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration might soon revoke soy's longstanding
claim to boost cardiovascular health. But now comes long-term research that
appears to bolster the notion that soy does indeed do a heart good. Canadian
researchers pored over the results of 46 separate trials. Their conclusion:
"These data strongly support the rationale behind the original FDA heart health
claim for soy," said study lead author David Jenkins, a professor of nutritional
sciences and of medicine at the University of Toronto.
Co-author John Sievenpiper, also a professor of nutritional sciences at the
university, stressed that the overall benefit of soy for heart health wasn't major
-- just an average 5% reduction in cholesterol levels. However, "if you put that
together with other plant-based foods in a portfolio you get a much stronger
effect," he said in a university news release. The team's findings come as the
FDA mulls possibly removing the right to a labeling claim that soy "may reduce
the risk of heart disease," first approved by the agency in 1999. In an announcement issued in October 2017, the agency said it was considering revoking the claim, "based on our review of the totality of publicly available
scientific evidence currently available."
The FDA said that evidence "does not support our previous determination that
there is significant scientific agreement among qualified experts for a health
claim regarding the relationship between soy protein and reduced risk of coronary heart disease." It's thought that the FDA will make a decision on the issue
this summer. But the Toronto researchers say their review shows a consistent
and long-term cardiovascular benefit. They looked at the same 46 trials the

FDA cited in its 2017 announcement, and found reductions in LDL ("bad") cholesterol and total cholesterol among people who ate lots of soy. The benefit
appeared steady across all 46 trials, they added.
In some data reviews, "analyses with small studies produce big effects that
diminish over time as sample sizes increase and results get more precise. We
saw that with fish oil, for example," he said. "But in this case, nothing has
changed." In Jenkins' view, "these data strongly support the rationale behind
the original (supportive) FDA heart health claim for soy." The new analysis received no direct funding from the soy industry. However, a university news release states that "Jenkins and Sievenpiper have received support from
government, nonprofit and industry funding sources, some of which include
companies and industry groups that produce or promote soy and other plantbased foods."

'Targeted hygiene' embraces some dirt and germs
Serena Gordon
Somewhere between the Mom who obsessively wipes down every knob and
toy her child might touch, and the Dad who thinks rolling in the dirt is "good" for
kids, there's a healthy medium, British experts say. "We have to find a way to
protect against infectious diseases and harmful microbes, whilst at the same
time sustaining exposure to the essential beneficial microbes in our world," explained Sally Bloomfield. Bloomfield is a member of the International Scientific
Forum on Home Hygiene, and also the co-author of a new report that surveyed
British adults on their attitude towards dirt and germs in the home. The 2018
survey, from the Royal Society for Public Health, suggests people are confused
about how much dirt is OK. A lot of that confusion is probably coming from the
rise of the "hygiene hypothesis" -- the notion that today's homes are overly sanitized, and kids need contact with germs to build up healthy immune systems.
But this notion can be taken too far, as Bloomfield's group found.
In fact, nearly one in four people polled agreed with the statement that "hygiene
in the home is not important because children need to be exposed to harmful
germs to build their immune system."

the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, said the key thing to remember is that all germs are not created equal. Exposure to diverse microbes
from other people, domestic animals and the natural environment do help build
a healthy immune system and microbiome -- the varied microbes normally living
in the gut and respiratory tract, experts agree. However, exposure to the wrong
types of germs can both weaken the microbiome and cause infections.

Men were twice as likely as women to express that opinion. On the other hand,
misconceptions around the level of "danger" posed by dirt were also common.
Bloomfield's team found that "almost two-thirds of those we surveyed (61%)
said touching a child's dirty hands after they have been playing outside was
likely to spread harmful germs." But that's simply not true. In fact, "there is little
evidence that outdoor dirt and soil is contaminated with harmful microbes (unless
there are animals nearby)," according to the report. Bloomfield, a researcher at

And if those infections require antibiotics, "good" bacteria in the gut get destroyed along with the bad, they pointed out. So, how to find a balance between
being a compulsive germaphobe who's constantly cleaning or the lax parent
letting kids chow down on mud pies? Bloomfield believes a new, more nuanced
model, called "targeted hygiene," is probably the answer. Targeted hygiene
means intervening with kids and their environment, but only when you can stop
the risk of infection.
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Film

Yesterday

Anna

Helen O'Hara

Benjamin Lee

Few stories tiptoe a line between
horror and wish fulfilment as nimbly
as this high-concept tragi-comedy.
There’s something profoundly disturbing about the idea of a world
without The Beatles, whether you’re
a die-hard fan or someone known
to drunkenly chant the “la la” bit of
‘Hey Jude’, and that’s true even if the world’s loss is our hero’s gain. So while
Danny Boyle’s new film is still a largely warm and frequently surprising affair,
its unusual premise gives it an edge that other jukebox hits – Bohemian
Rhapsody, for example – have lacked.
Jobbing musician Jack (Patel) is a twentysomething teacher who’s gigging
with the help of his biggest fan, best friend and manager Ellie (James). After
he’s knocked out during a worldwide blackout, he awakens to learn that he
is apparently the only person in the world who remembers The Beatles.
Passing off their songs as his own, he wins fame and fortune – but at the
price of his honesty and his friendship with Ellie.
A similarly high concept powered screenwriter Richard Curtis’ About Time,
but this has its eyes on wider issues than love and family, examining the vagaries of the music business and our modern idea of success.

The Cure
Phil Hoad
The Crawley institution are in understandably fine fettle for this concert
celebrating the anniversary of their
first ever gig, under the name Easy
Cure, in the West Sussex town’s
Rocket pub in July 1978. Dwarfed
by the boughs of two giant trees
framing the Hyde Park stage, Robert Smith and the current lineup shake
every goth banger out of their back catalogue for the occasion; 29 songs
that are chapter and verse on disquiet, loneliness and yearning, but
played here with muscular, life-affirming, almost Springsteen-esque brio.
Smith can’t stop beaming.
But this concert film – directed by longtime Cure collaborator Tim Pope,
who also shot The Cure in Orange, much prized back in the day on VHS
– settles for being merely adequate. Far from the ripe theatricality of his
early-80s promo work with the band, it adheres firmly to the gig-for-TV
handbook that has become as visually codified as Wimbledon coverage.
Other than the odd prismatic filter and an outbreak of juddery camerawork
for Shake Dog Shake, it’s the standard sedate carousel through fretboard
closeups, wide shot of the band, serene crowd pans.
It’s left to the Hyde Park VJs to supply most of the eye candy on the monumental backing screens. Sundown enhances the spectacle. In plain daylight, the band increasingly resemble a pack of flyblown
hedgerow-dwellers who have emerged by accident; under cover of night,
the shadows gather, and Smith can fully manifest as ambassador of the
eldritch realm.
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Who or what is Anna? Answers include a reminder of
director Luc Besson’s action movie credentials, an
attempt to start a femalefronted assassin franchise
and a showcase for the acting talents of model Sasha
Luss. Or at least that’s what
could be said of the film, sight unseen. Because in actuality, the delayed,
and rather dumped thriller (distributor Lionsgate refused to screen the
film for press) is an unqualified failure on all three counts, a wide-releasing multiplex dweller that instead works best as an undemanding latenight TV watch, exactly where it should have been offloaded in the first
place.
After Besson scored a surprise global hit with the rather barmy Scarlett
Johansson actioner Lucy, he used his increased sway to get the even
barmier Valerian made, an audacious and expensive misfire that at the
very least showcased his untamed creative spark. But Besson’s gonzo
excesses didn’t attract a wide enough audience and everything about
his follow-up feels like a director settling back into a safe groove. Anna
is not quite pedestrian but it never really feels like the work of someone
with anything to say or prove. It’s competent and even complacent at
times, a million miles from what one would expect from the director of
The Fifth Element.

Prisoners of the Moon
Leslie Felperin
This considered documentary blends
archive, original interviews and reconstruction to track down an ugly, sticky
thread from the great tapestry of selfcongratulation that is forming around
the 50-year anniversary of the first
moon landing. Where a number of recent documentaries and dramatic features celebrate, however justly, the
bravery, vision and scientific achievement of the Apollo 11 mission, writerdirector Johnny Gogan’s collaboration with co-writer Nick Snow is a reminder that it was thanks to contributions from scientists smuggled out
of Nazi Germany after the second world war that the Americans beat the
Russians to the moon.
In particular, this zeroes in on the story of Arthur Rudolph, who is played
in flashbacks with enticing ambiguity by Jim Norton. Rudolph, an engineer, joined the Nazi party in 1931 and worked directly under the pioneering rocket scientist Wernher von Braun on the V-2, which was
constructed using slave labour drawn from the Mittelbau-Dora concentration camp. Along with Von Braun and others, Rudolph ended up in the
US, playing a major role at Nasa in its early days. All this gives the film a
timely charge, but the emphasis is much more on Rudolph’s later years,
particularly 1990 when he tried to enter Canada and ended up facing an
immigration hearing, big chunks of which are re-enacted here, with Cathy
Belton playing Rudolph’s sinister barrister Barbara Kulaszka.
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Upheaval

HIM

Jared Diamond

Pierre Alex Jeanty

In his landmark international bestsellers Guns, Germs and Steel and
Collapse, Jared Diamond transformed our understanding of what
makes civilizations rise and fall.
Now in the third book in this monumental trilogy, he reveals how successful nations recover from crisis.
Diamond shows us how seven
countries have survived defining
upheavals in the recent past - from
the forced opening up of Japan
and the Soviet invasion of Finland
to the Pinochet regime in Chile through selective change, a
process of painful self-appraisal
and adaptation more commonly
associated with personal trauma.
Looking ahead to the future, he investigates whether the United States,
and the world, are squandering their natural advantages and are on a
devastating path towards catastrophe. Is this fate inevitable? Or can
we still learn from the lessons of the past? Exhibiting the awe-inspiring
grasp of history, geography, economics and anthropology that marks
all Diamond's work, Upheaval reveals how both nations and individuals
can become more resilient. The result is a book epic in scope, but also
his most personal yet.

Everything Under
Daisy Johnson
Words are important to Gretel, always have been. As a child, she
lived on a canal boat with her
mother, and together they invented a language that was just
their own. She hasn’t seen her
mother since the age of sixteen,
though – almost a lifetime ago –
and those memories have faded.
Now Gretel works as a lexicographer, updating dictionary entries,
which suits her solitary nature.
A phone call from the hospital interrupts Gretel’s isolation and
throws up questions from long
ago. She begins to remember the
private vocabulary of her childhood. She remembers other
things, too: the wild years spent
on the river; the strange, lonely boy who came to stay on the boat one winter; and the creature in the water – a canal thief? – swimming upstream,
getting ever closer. In the end there will be nothing for Gretel to do but go
back. Daisy Johnson’s debut novel turns classical myth on its head and
takes readers to a modern-day England unfamiliar to most. As daring as it
is moving, Everything Under is a story of family and identity, of fate, language, love and belonging that leaves you unsettled and unstrung.
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The best-selling poet of HER & HER Vol. 2
returns with a different voice, on a different
path, but with the same mission. HIM is a
collection of "he-poetry" in a world of “shepoems” that tends to only refer to him when
speaking ill. Through poetry and prose,
Pierre wears his heart on paper and pens a
tribute to men; their undelivered feelings, unrecognized strength, their loud silence, and
their neglected complaints. HIM celebrates
good men, their love, their worth, and their
beauty. The characteristics that often fall into
the shadows are now brought to life.

The Fates Divide
Veronica Roth
In the second book of the Carve the Mark duology, globally bestselling Divergent author Veronica Roth reveals how Cyra and Akos fulfil their
fates. The Fates Divide is a richly imagined tale
of hope and resilience told in four stunning perspectives. The lives of Cyra Noavek and Akos
Kereseth are ruled by their fates, spoken by the
oracles at their births. The fates, once determined, are inescapable. Akos is in love with Cyra,
in spite of his fate: he will die in service to Cyra’s
family. And when Cyra’s father, Lazmet Noavek
– a soulless tyrant, thought to be dead – reclaims
the Shotet throne, Akos believes his end is closer than ever. As Lazmet ignites a barbaric war, Cyra and Akos are desperate to stop him at any cost.
For Cyra, that could mean taking the life of the man who may – or may not
– be her father. For Akos, it could mean giving his own. In a stunning twist,
the two will discover how fate defines their lives in ways most unexpected.

Notes of a Dream
Krishna Trilok
Who really is A.R. Rahman? We know the music.
But do we know the man? For the first time, our
national pride--winner of National Film Awards,
Academy Awards, Grammys and hearts--opens
up about his philosophies: hope, perseverance,
positivity and love. From his early days as a composer of advertisement jingles to his first big break
into feature films, from his keenness to integrate
new technology with a good old-fashioned music
score to the foundation of his music school, from
his resounding entry on to the international stage
to his directorial debut, from his philanthropy to his
inner life, Notes of a Dream captures the nostalgia, the drama and the extraordinary success story of A.R. Rahman with all the rhythm and melody, the ups
and downs, of a terrific sound track by the man himself.
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