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Economics

In search of
illusive relief
Shahid Hussain

The government has taken some “difficult” decisions to revive the economy
but the common people have been crushed by rising prices of essentials,
electricity, gas and medicines. If the last financial year was the worst for their
household budgets, the next year too does not promise any relief to the
masses.
Risks to the economy still persist even after making some harsh adjustments, which have overburdened the common people. Lack of political consensus, instability in prices, rallies by the opposition, rising inflation, low
collection of revenue and trade deficit are still major challenges for the economy. In a recent report, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has identified
major threats to Pakistan’s economy. It said its bailout package for the country
faces significant risk from a failure to build political consensus around its key
components. Failure to get off the “grey list” of the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) could also complicate access to private financing from global markets,
it warned.
IMF resident representative to Pakistan Teresa Daban Sanchez put political risk at the top of the list of the risks facing the $6b programme. “In the
programme, there are certain actions which require legislation, or change in
the legislation, and for that you have to go to the National Assembly. The
government right now has no majority to pass legislation. We need to create
consensus, we need to convince, and we need to create some kind of support,” she told the audience at a seminar in Islamabad. Her words echoed
concerns already voiced by the IMF in its programme document. “The absence of a majority by the ruling party in the upper house of parliament may
hinder the adoption of legislation needed to achieve programme objectives,”
it said.
Additionally, cooperation of the provinces has to be obtained to generate
the kinds of surpluses the government is relying on to meet its fiscal deficit
target for the current fiscal year. FATF “grey listing” can jeopardise projected
private capital inflows. The government has committed to making amendments to the State Bank Act, (National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA) Act, Anti-Money Laundering Act and the State-Owned Enterprise
Act as part of the IMF programme. Failure to make these legislative amendments will mean the government will have to seek waivers as the programme
reviews get under way. The first review is due in December.
In its earlier report, the IMF had implicitly blamed governments of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) for
misaligned policies and inadequate policy action, respectively, for the critical
economic challenges the country is facing. In its staff report on $6 billion
bailout to Pakistan, the IMF provided a background of how the economic difficulties emerged and how corrective measures were delayed. Without directly naming the two governments, the IMF held the PML-N government
responsible for unbalanced policies and unfinished reforms. “Misaligned economic policies, including large fiscal deficits, loose monetary policy, and defence of an overvalued exchange rate, fuelled consumption and short-term
growth in recent years, but steadily eroded macroeconomic buffers, increased external and public debt, and depleted international reserves,” it said.

04

While economic growth was relatively fast in the PML-N government—
averaging close to five per cent over its five years — macroeconomic vulnerabilities rapidly increased on the back of weak policies supporting a consumption- and import-driven growth model. In particular, procyclical fiscal
policies led to a surge in the FY2018 fiscal deficit to 6.5pc of GDP, 2.5pc
higher than budgeted, pushing public debt to 75pc of GDP. The IMF said the
lacklustre progress in structural reforms continued to hamper investment and
allowed inefficient state-owned entities (SOEs) to linger and a large informal
economy to expand. While the macroeconomic deterioration, which eroded
the stability gains achieved during 2013-16, had been largely due to homemade factors, the increase in oil prices and more limited capital flows added
to the difficult picture.
Blaming the PTI government for delayed and unsatisfactory policy action
for correction, the IMF noted sizeable foreign exchange interventions continued through April 2019, despite some exchange rate depreciation and significant monetary policy tightening. “Similarly, fiscal slippages in the first half
of the fiscal year have been significant despite the adoption of two budget
amendments. Finally, increases in power and gas tariffs have not been sufficient to stem the accumulation of quasi-fiscal losses,” it observed.
It also pointed out that sizable short-term financing from bilateral creditors
provided critical financing relief, but “also deferred the urgency to tackle the
underlying problems while increasing the maturing debt obligations due in
coming years”. Therefore, on the back of weakening confidence, economic
activity has slowed considerably and inflation accelerated. High-frequency
indicators, including the large-scale manufacturing index, domestic cement
dispatches and motor vehicle sales, have continued to deteriorate, confirming
a marked slowdown in economic activity.
Also, fiscal imbalances have continued to build. Despite the adoption of
two supplementary budgets, the overall fiscal deficit (excluding grants)
widened to over 7pc of GDP against the budgeted target of 5.1pc. This deterioration is largely driven by a significant revenue shortfall, equivalent to
1.4 per cent of GDP relative to the budget target.
Meanwhile, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has warned the country’s
economic growth will further decelerate in the current fiscal year from a nineyear low of 3.3pc in the preceding year due to both internal and external factors. In its third quarterly report on the state of Pakistan’s economy, it said,
“The real GDP growth is likely to remain contained. Measures to cut aggregate demand in the overheated economy in the face of hikes in key interest
rate would impact economic growth. A likely further increase in power tariffs
and recent surge in gas prices would take inflation to a higher side and impact
the real economic growth on the local front.”
The reports indicate that the next few years could be harsher for the people of Pakistan than the previous years of their lives. The government may
have put the economy on the right path, but it has not benefited the people.
The government has added to the problems of the people by not taking action
against people who have created an artificial price hike. It will have to act fast
to address rising unrest among the masses.
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Opinion

Accountability vs
economy
Nasim Ahmed

Prime Minister Imran Khan has once again voiced his determination to end
corruption in Pakistan. He said that the process of accountability would
continue without discrimination. He also vowed to confiscate the properties accumulated by the previous rulers from the alleged looted wealth.
Stressing that development in Pakistan would not be possible without eliminating corruption, he said that he would fulfil his promises of eliminating
corruption from the country.
To quote Imran Khan, “I have been waiting for this moment for 22 years
of my political struggle to bring to book those who have plundered public
money”. The main election slogan of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
was across-the-board accountability and economic turnaround for the betterment of the have-nots, who have reeled under the crushing burden of
poverty and deprivation for decades. The election promise made a powerful appeal to people who came out in large numbers to vote the PTI into
power. It was thus natural for the PTI government to move quickly to deliver
on its commitments.
Over the last 12 months of governance, the government has singlemindedly pursued the accountability process. As it is, the government has
taken strong action against Benami accounts and properties in order to
bring back the looted money from abroad. To this end, the relevant state
institutions have been given complete authority to proceed with the accountability process without fear or favour.
The experience from around the world shows that ending corruption is
essential to restore the confidence of international investors. It is no secret
that many overseas Pakistani entrepreneurs are willing to invest in Pakistan, but have been hesitant because of the pervasive corruption in our
system. One of the major deterrents to a foreign investor to invest in Pakistan is the high incidence of corruption at all levels of the government.
The evil culture is a symptom of our patronage-based political system,
which makes effective governance impossible.
The economy of a country has an umbilical link with the accountability
process and its transparency and fairness. Accountability is directly proportional to the health of the economy. Good governance leads to a good
economy, and bad governance retards economic growth. Over the last few
years we have seen how Pakistan’s economy has been undermined by
bad governance which is a heinous combination of corruption, incompetence, inefficiency, nepotism and cronyism.
Needless to say, to achieve its underlying objectives, the accountability
process must be above board and equally applicable to all accused. The
PTI government claims that its main motivation in prosecuting the corrupt
is not based on personal vendetta, but to help improve the country’s economy, reduce income inequality and eradicate poverty. But the way the accountability process is proceeding, voices are increasingly being raised
about its direction and targets.
A number of arrests targeting only the opposition politicians has created
a strong impression in the country that it is lopsided. With the arrest of for-
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mer Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi by the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB), there are now 12 politicians — the vast majority of them
from opposition parties — in jail, with one convicted and the rest pending
investigations. There are reports of the NAB hunting for other opposition
politicians, and speculation is rife regarding the next PPP or PML-N leaders to be picked up by it.
There is no doubt that those who wield power and use taxpayers’
money must be answerable to the public. But observers of the national
scene say that the frequency with which opposition parties are being targeted for alleged crimes ranging from so-called mega corruption and terrorism to drug possession, makes it look like an organised campaign to
muzzle political opponents.
While no significant recoveries have been made so far from those jailed
or under investigation, in the meanwhile, the economy has nosedived because of the ruthless and thoughtless tax drive launched by the government. Factories have closed down and businessmen and traders have
held protest marches against the strong-arm tactics being used by the investigation agencies. Prices of articles of daily-use have skyrocketed, upsetting the household budget of an average family. In view of the relentless
economic decline, questions are being raised as to why the government
is focusing all its energies on accountability, ignoring the serious hardships
the general public is suffering from. It has been rightly argued that an anticorruption drive should make life easier for the common man but, the opposite has happened in the current campaign of the government. From
millionaires to the man on the street, everyone is complaining that life has
become more expensive and difficult under the PTI government.
The ordinary people had pinned high hopes on the PTI, but these
hopes have dashed. An accountability process which has brought no benefit to the people is of little use to them. It is time the PTI learned from its
acts of omission and commission and reset its priorities to put greater focus
on economic revival and welfare of the people.
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UNESCO report

Pakistan a laggard
in education field
Nasim Ahmed

A new United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) report projects a sad picture of the state of education in Pakistan. According to the report, one in four Pakistani children will not be completing primary school by the deadline of 2030.
It says that the country will only be half-way to the target of 12 years of
education for all, with 50 per cent of youths still not completing upper secondary education at the current rates. In this context it may be noted that
almost a third of the way to the 2030 deadline for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has passed. In relation to this timeline, the new UNESCO projections prepared for the UN High-level Political Forum in New
York show that the world will fail its education commitments without a rapid
acceleration of progress.
The UNESCO report emphasizes that in 2030, when all children should
be in school, one in six aged 6-17 will still be excluded. Many children are
still dropping out: by 2030, 40pc will still not be completing secondary education at current rates. It may be recalled here that the new global education goal, SDG-4, calls on countries to ensure that children are not only
going to school but also learning, yet the proportion of trained teachers in
sub-Saharan Africa has been falling since 2000. The same is true of most
Asian countries, including Pakistan.
At the current trends, learning rates are expected to stagnate in middle-income countries and Latin America, and drop by almost a third in Francophone African countries by 2030. Without rapid acceleration, globally,
20pc of young people and 30pc of adults will still be unable to read by the
deadline. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development emphasises
leaving no-one behind yet only 4pc of the poorest 20pc complete upper
secondary school in the poorest countries, compared to 36pc of the richest.
The gap is even wider in lower-middle-income countries, and getting worse
with the passage of time.
One constraint is lack of funds. Finance is also insufficient for accelerating progress: the Global Education Monitoring Report calculated in 2015
that there was a $39 billion annual finance gap to reach the goal and yet
aid to education has stagnated since 2010.In addition, currently less than
half of countries are providing the data needed to monitor progress towards
the goal. Experts say that if countries do not face up to their commitments,
there is no point in setting targets. According to them, better finance and
coordination are needed to fix the data gap before we get any closer to the
deadline.
One problem is that various countries have interpreted the meaning of
the targets in the global education goal very differently. This seems correct
given that countries start off from different starting points. But they must
not deviate too much from the promises they made back in 2015. If countries match their plans with their commitments now, they can get back on
track by 2030. The report shows that many countries have prioritised equity
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and inclusion since 2015 to meet the goal, with school vouchers issued to
indigenous students, tuition fees abolished for the poorest and conditional
cash transfers given to refugee children. Learning has been prioritised too,
with a third of countries introducing learning assessments to look at trends
over time, and one in four countries using learning results to reform their
curricula. The weakest synergies between countries’ plans and their education commitments are seen in the lack of cross-sectoral collaboration
found only in links between education and the labour market.
Most developing countries like Pakistan have not yet been able to establish strong links between their education system and the demands of
the labour market. Intermediate level skills are in high demand in all sectors
of the economy but they remain in short supply. Vocational and technical
training schools teach courses which are outdated and unresponsive to
the needs of the new, emerging industries thrown up by the fourth industrial
revolution. Where new IT courses have been introduced, they lack the finesse and quality necessary to enter and survive in a highly competitive
world.
To fill the gap, there is need for close collaboration between the public
and private sectors to develop the relevant courses of study to teach the
new generation the kind of skillset needed to penetrate the global market.
This aspect is of special importance for Pakistan facing the challenge of
providing job opportunities to the ever swelling army of educated youth.
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Threat

Rising food insecurity
in Pakistan
Muhammad Hassan

Almost half of Balochistan’s households face mild to severe food insecurity,
according to a new report released by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).
Alarmingly, of the 36.9pc food insecure households in the country, 18.3pc
face severe food insecurity. The shocking report comes at a time when the
United Nations has warned that hunger is rising in the world. The situation
demands urgent action from the government.
According to the SBP, almost a quarter of Pakistan’s population lives
below the poverty line, set at Rs3,030.3 per adult equivalent per month. It
means that around 50 million people in the country are unable to meet
their basic needs. Most of these people live in rural areas where the
poverty rate is 30.7pc. In its third quarterly report on the state of the economy, the central bank noted provincial disparities in terms of food security
in Pakistan. In Balochistan, at least 30pc households experience hunger
on a chronic basis. On the other hand, Gilgit-Baltistan has the most food
secure households, nearly 80pc in the region, followed by Khyber Paktunkhwa (70pc). Only 63.1pc of the country’s households are “food secure”
despite the fact that Pakistan is self-sufficient in major staples. According
to the Ministry of Health and UNCEF’s National Nutritional Survey, 2018,
Pakistan is ranked at 8th position in producing wheat, 10th in rice, 5th in
sugarcane, and 4th in milk production. Pakistan is among seven countries
that cumulatively account for two-thirds of the world’s undernourished population
A high population growth and unfavourable water and climatic conditions
in the country mean that concerns about food security may increase manifold over the next two to three decades. “In case of Pakistan, estimates
suggest that malnutrition and its outcomes cost the economy 3pc of GDP
($7.6 billion) every year,” says the SBP report. With per capita income of
$1,497, Pakistan is still struggling with issues such as undernourishment,
micronutrient (iron, calcium, vitamin-A, etc) deficiencies, and a deficit of
safe drinkable water. “Per capita consumption of food products that possess
high-nutritional value, like beef, chicken, fish, milk, vegetables and fruits, is
almost 6-10 times lower than that of developed countries,” it noted.
More worryingly, almost half of the children under five years are stunted
(low height-for-age) and one in ten has been suffering from low-weight-for
height. Incorporating the factors, Pakistan was ranked 106th among 119
countries surveyed for the Global Hunger Index, and has been characterised as facing a “serious” level of hunger. In fact, Pakistan is among
those seven countries that cumulatively account for two-thirds of the
world’s undernourished population along with Bangladesh, China, Congo,
Ethiopia, India and Indonesia. According to the report, under-5 malnutrition
costs heavily. About $2.24b is estimated as the loss of future labour force
resulting from under-5 mortality; Over $1b is the estimated healthcare expense, which the families incur to address diarrhea and respiratory infection among children; $3.7b is the estimated cost of low labour productivity
emanating from stunting, anemia or iodine deficiencies in childhood; and
$657m is the estimated cost of prevalence of chronic weakness and fa-
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tigue among 10m working adults with anemia experience.
Only 0.3pc of the population in Balochistan and 1.8pc in the Punjab
benefit from social protection programmes of some kind. The ratio, however, is relatively higher for the people in Sindh (12.7pc), Gilgit-Baltistan
(10.3pc) and KP (5.1pc). “Although the country relies heavily on imports
for certain food items such as edible oil, tea and pulses, it is able to provide
for major staples on its own. If the population increases at the existing pace
over the next couple of decades, it will become extremely challenging for
Pakistan to sustain even the food self-sufficiency,” the report warned.
Currently, water productivity of most crops in Pakistan is lower than the
desirable range. For instance, sugarcane and wheat use around four times
the global average of irrigation water, while rice consumes more than six
times the world’s average. Going forward, growing water shortages are
expected to drag down yield of different crops on considerable scale. The
latest estimates of “Aqueduct Projected Water Stress Country Rankings”
suggest that Pakistan will fall to the rank of 18th most water-stressed country in 2020, compared to the current ranking of 31.
Meanwhile, the United Nations has warned that the number of people
going hungry in the world has risen for the third year running after years
of improvement. In its latest report, the UN blamed conflict, climate shocks
and economic slowdowns for rising hunger in the world. More than 2 billion
people lack access to healthy food, putting them at risk of health problems
- and many of them live in North America or Europe, the UN said, urging
governments to “look beyond hunger.” More than a quarter of the world's
population now struggles to eat “safe, nutritious and sufficient food”, according to the UN’s State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2019
report. It includes about 8pc of people in Europe and North America, according to the annual study, which for the first time includes people affected
by "moderate food insecurity" as well as outright hunger. The findings show
governments need to pay more attention to different aspects of food availability instead of just focusing on producing more. The report said there
were 822 million obese people in 2016, the most recent year for which figures were available, when 796.5 million people were undernourished.
The SBP report is alarming when it notes that only 63pc of Pakistan’s
households are food secure, which is despite the fact that Pakistan is selfsufficient in major stable foods. The fact that one-third of all households in
the country are not food secure in a country which produces almost all of
its food means that the problem lie in the mechanism for distribution as
well as the low rate of compensating rural labour.
The bottom 60pc of households in the country spend a substantial part
of their incomes (45pc on average) on food, which compromises their nutritional security. Even if prices are relatively low and stable, the poorest
of the poor still lack the purchasing power to buy food. Thus, like other developing countries, Pakistan also has to resort to in-kind and cash transfers
to stabilise and increase the real incomes of the poor. It will also have to
expedite its efforts for population growth.
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Transition

Lessons from
tribal polls
Muhammad Ali

Independent candidates dominated the historic elections in seven tribal
districts of the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) by securing six of 16 general seats. The ruling Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI),
which was expected to post a landslide victory, bagged only five constituencies while two main opposition parties, the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), failed to win a
single seat.
The Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) won three seats, whereas the
Awami National Party (ANP) and the Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) secured one seat
each. A major regional force, the Qaumi Watan Party (QWT), also failed
miserably. The election result will not change the dominance of the PTI in
the provincial assembly but it comes as a shock to the ruling party, which
was better placed to win most seats for being in power in the province and
the Centre. In fact, the party had no competition with other parties after it
had launched development projects in the region and people had no other
choice but to vote for it to resolve their issues. The success of the independents and religious parties will force it to review its policies in the
province. It could be an eye-opener for it before the next general election.
Contrary to estimates, the overall turnout remained 26.22pc as out of
total 2.81 million voters, 735,920 exercised their right. Over 71.37pc men
cast their votes against 28.62pc women. The overall turnout of male and
female voters remained 31.42pc and 18.63pc, respectively. Of the 1.671
million registered male voters, 525,154 men cast their votes, while 210,626
of the total 1.13 million registered female voters exercised their right. The
lowest turnout (16.14pc) was recorded in PK-113 South Waziristan-I,
where 35,318 of total 218,835 voters cast votes. Similarly, 17.50pc turned
out to vote in PK-107, Khyber-III. The highest percentage of votes polled
was in PK-109 Kurram-II, where 75,308 of the total 187,844 votes
(40.10pc) were cast. The percentage of female voters also remained high
in the constituency as 33,536 female voters (44.5pc) cast votes against
41,772 (55.4pc) votes cast by male voters.
Going against tribal norms, two women also contested the election. Naheed Afridi of the Awami National Party (ANP) ran for the conservative
Khyber district’s constituency of PK 106. Malasa Bibi was fielded by the
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) for PK-109 in the Kurram district. However, both
women lost the contest to their male rivals. A member of the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM), who was running as an independent, won in PK112 (North Waziristan-II) by defeating a JUI-F candidate.
According to observers, the ruling party could not repeat its performance of the general election because of internal rifts and poor selection of
candidates. The PTI had won six out of 12 National Assembly seats in the
tribal districts in the July 25, 2018 polls. It had won two National Assembly
seats from Bajaur, one from Mohmand, two from Khyber and one from
Orakzai. Analysts say merit was violated in the allotment of tickets for the
provincial assembly polls and the party had to suffer. The PTI was completely routed in Khyber and lost all three provincial assembly seats as independents won. Rivals also humiliated the PTI in Mohmand and Orakzai
tribal districts and it could not win a single seat there.
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In some constituencies, disgruntled PTI workers contested against
party candidates that divided its vote bank. Internal differences benefited
rival candidates, especially the independents, who secured five seats. PTI
activists blame the four-member parliamentary board for the bad performance of the party in the elections. The board consisted of Governor Shah
Farman, Chief Minister Mahmood Khan, Federal Minister for Religious Affair Noorul Haq Qadri and PTI General Secretary Arshed Dad.
The PTI was expecting to win at least 11 seats, but wrong decisions in
the allotment of tickets restricted it to only five seats. However, the party is
satisfied that its vote bank is intact and its two rival political parties, the
PPP and the PML-N, were rejected by tribal people because of their alleged corruption. The ANP, which is also a major force in the region, could
bag only one seat.
The historic election in the areas, which were embroiled in conflict for
almost two decades, remained peaceful and free from any major controversy over the quality of the electoral process, says a report released by
the Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN). However, it observed the
election did not yield a turnout that was expected, which remained lower
by 6.3pc in comparison to the turnout for the National Assembly seats on
July 25 last year. Partly due to warm weather that discouraged people from
going out of their homes in the afternoon in some constituencies, the reason for the low turnout may also be attributed to an increase in the number
of total voters registered in the districts by 285,976 in June. If the turnout
is calculated on the basis of the registered voters before the addition, it remained almost the same as it was on July 25, 2018. A gender disaggregation of the turnout suggests almost 20pc of women voters turned out to
vote as compared to 23.8pc on July 25, last year. Similarly, around 33pc
of male voters voted in the election as compared to 40.3pc in the last general election.
According to observers, it is a great achievement for Pakistan to hold
elections in the tribal region, which was under the control of Taliban militants until few years ago. Foreign media would report the militants were
just 40 miles away from Pakistan’s capital Islamabad. Irrespective of loss
and win in the election, it is a great victory for Pakistan and people of the
region.

August 1-15, 2019

Investigative report

The Mail
thunderbolt
Muhammad Zain

A British tabloid has accused Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
President Shahbaz Sharif of embezzling the UK grant for relief activities
after the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan. The new allegations have further
tarnished the image of the Sharif family after it is already facing dozens
of corruption and money laundering cases in Pakistan.
Senior journalist David Rose broke the news in The Mail. He is same
reporter who had called former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family “penthouse pirates” in his news story published in the same newspaper last year. The Sharif family had announced filing a defamation suit
against him, but it chose to keep quiet in the end. Former Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif has also vowed to sue the newspaper and its
reporter. Sources say his lawyers have already advised him against it.
The new report alleges that Shahbaz Sharif, with the help of his family
members and some close confidants, had embezzled and laundered
money out of £500million UK foreign aid that had been poured into the
Punjab for relief activities after a massive earthquake that hit the country
in 2005. Though the report was rebutted by the UK’s Department for International Development (DFID), which said, “The Mail provides little substantial evidence to support its headline.” However, David Rose tweeted,
“`PML-N trolls in Pakistan are posting a photo of me with Prime Minister
Imran Khan, claiming this shows my article about Shahbaz Sharif was
planted. The photo was taken last year, when I interviewed him before
the election.” As proof, he shared the web link of the interview published
on July 21, 2018, in the same paper.
In his report, David Rose said Shahbaz Sharif had been “feted” for
years as a Third World poster boy by Britain’s DFID, which poured more
than £500 million of UK taxpayers’ money into his province in the form
of aid. Quoting Pakistani investigators, he says, “All the time that DFID
was heaping him and his government with praise and taxpayers’ cash,
Shahbaz and his family were embezzling tens of millions of pounds of
public money and laundering it in Britain. Since 2014, DFID has given
more aid to Pakistan than any other country up to £463 million a year,
says the report.
The reporter interviewed some key witnesses held on remand in jail,
including a UK citizen, Aftab Mehmood, who has confessed that he had
laundered millions on behalf of Shahbaz’s family from a nondescript office in Birmingham without attracting suspicion from Britain’s financial
regulators, who inspected his books regularly. The newspaper says it
can reveal legal documents which prove Shahbaz’s son-in-law received
about £1 million from a fund established to rebuild the lives of earthquake
victims. It adds that Britain’s National Crime Agency is working closely
with Pakistani investigators and Home Secretary Sajid Javid is discussing the possible extradition of members of Shahbaz Sharif’s family,
who have taken refuge in London. “A confidential investigation report,
seen by this newspaper, says the family was worth just £150,000 in 2003
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but by 2018 their total assets had grown to about £200 million. Among
other properties, Shahbaz owns a 53,000sq ft palace in Lahore, which
has its own large security force. Laundered payments were made to
Shahbaz Sharif’s children, his wife and his son-in-law Ali Imran. Mr Sharif
was the principal beneficiary of this money-laundering enterprise, by way
of spending, acquisition of properties and their expansion into palatial
houses where he lived,” it adds. The report lists 202 personal remittances
from the UK and the UAE into the bank accounts of Shahbaz Sharif’s
wife, two sons and two daughters.
British investigative journalist David Rose stands by his story. Talking
to a Pakistani news channel from London, he said he was ready to face
the Sharif family in courts, not only in Britain but also in Pakistan. He
said he had concrete and irrefutable evidence against Shahbaz Sharif.
He also reminded the Sharif family that he had called it “penthouse pirates” in his June 2018 report in The Mail, but they did not sue him despite threats.
The report comes at a time when the Sharif family is facing dozens
of corruption and money laundering cases in Pakistan and investigators
claim to have found concrete evidence against them. The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP), on the request of the National Accountability Bureau
(NAB), has frozen all bank accounts of Shahbaz Sharif and his family
members. Earlier, the NAB seized properties of Shahbaz, his wives Nusrat Shahbaz, Tehmina Durrani and son Hamza Shahbaz in a corruption
probe related to assets beyond means and money laundering.
The NAB has also initiated an investigation against jailed former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, his daughter Maryam Nawaz and others
for their alleged involvement in money laundering and possessing income beyond means. The NAB launched the investigation against
Maryam, her father Nawaz Sharif, Shahbaz Sharif, cousins Hamza Shahbaz and Yousuf Abbas and others for owning the Chaudhry Sugar Mills
Limited. The NAB has traced numerous telegraphic transfers worth millions of rupees by the Sharif family and the end beneficiaries were
Maryam and other owners of the sugar mill. Shahbaz and his son Hamza
are already in deep trouble after the manager of their Ramazan Sugar
Mills handed over important documents and record to the NAB. They are
accused of causing a loss of millions of rupees to the national exchequer
by providing undue benefits to their sugar mill.
Reacting to the British tabloid report, the PML-N tried to undermine it
by questioning the credibility of newspaper. However, they ignore the fact
that liable laws in the UK are strictly implemented. The Mail may not be
as credible as the mainstream newspapers, like The Guardian, The Telegraph, The Independent etc, but liable laws are equally applicable to the
tabloid and if the charges prove wrong, it will have to pay millions of
British pounds to the Sharif family. If the family does not sue the newspapers, the allegations would stand proved.
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Diplomacy

Diplomatic setbacks
for India
Shahid Hussain

India had to suffer three major setbacks from Pakistan in a week. It was
left out of the Afghan peace process; it failed to secure the release of its
spy from Pakistan’s custody through the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
and then came US President Donald Trump’s bombshell that he would like
to mediate the Kashmir conflict. The developments are being seen as huge
successes of Pakistan on the diplomatic front and its growing influence in
the region and the world.
The Indian media and the opposition are outraged at the developments.
They think Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s attempts to isolate Pakistan in the world have failed miserably and Pakistan is emerging successful on the regional and global stage over the last 12 months. The Times of
India regretted that India had been elbowed out of the Afghan peace
process. “Pakistan joined the US, Russia and China to craft a peace agreement with the Taliban, a development that shows how Islamabad has
moved to the center stage of the Afghan peace process, and how India
has been dealt out of the future of Afghanistan. India's participation or
voice has been negligible in the evolving situation, while Pakistan has used
the opportunity to manoeuvre itself to the center stage of the region's
geopolitics,” the newspaper noted. It also quoted Shaida Abdali, former
Afghan ambassador to India and a presidential candidate, who said,
“India’s 18-year-old effort to strengthen ties with Afghanistan should not
be lost at this juncture. India's indifference to the evolving situation in
Afghanistan will likely cost it in the long run.”
The report said India was nowhere in the peace negotiations, nor have
India’s concerns really found any traction. In a latest blow to India, US ambassador to Afghanistan, John Bass, said that Afghanistan's presidential
elections, scheduled for September 28, could be postponed, until the
peace process with the Taliban was completed. India is opposed to it. In
January, the United States had offered a free trade agreement (FTA) to
Pakistan in return for its assistance in ending the Afghan war.
According to media reports, US Senator Lindsey Graham, who visited
Islamabad in January, was believed to have discussed with Pakistani leaders a proposal for a free trade agreement (FTA) in return for Islamabad’s
assistance in ending the Afghan war. According to the Indian Express, over
the last few weeks, as the Trump Administration has been pushing for a
rapprochement in Afghanistan between the Taliban and the elected government, it has opened up strategic possibilities for Pakistan.
A verdict by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav’s case was also seen as a big achievement of Pakistan
on the diplomatic front. The ICJ rejected almost all demands of India, including the annulment of a military court decision convicting Jadhav, restricting Pakistan from executing the sentence, securing his release and
ordering his return to India. Indian Naval Commander Kulbhushan Jadhav
had entered Pakistan without a visa on an Indian passport with a fake identity, Hussain Mubarak Patel. He was found involved in acts of sabotage,
espionage and terrorist incidents in which scores of innocent Pakistani cit-
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izens were killed. He also confessed to all the acts during his trial in a Pakistani court in front of a judicial magistrate. During the hearing of the case,
India denied Jadhav was a spy and had asked the ICJ to order his release
because he was denied consular access and not allowed to choose his
own defence lawyer. Pakistan fought the case well and exposed the Indian
role in terrorism on its soil before the international community.
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to the United States was also
seen as a big failure of Indian diplomacy. MK Bhadrakumar, a former Indian
diplomat, in his latest column, wrote: “Make no mistake, the leitmotif of USPakistani rapprochement is that a new regional security paradigm is taking
shape. President Trump’s invitation to Prime Minister Imran was beyond a
show of token gratitude for Pakistan’s cooperation in making the peace
agreement with the Taliban. Actually, Pakistan has not made any major concessions on its Afghan agenda. It simply facilitated the peace talks by leveraging its influence on the Taliban. The Pakistani objective of restoring the
Taliban to mainstream Afghan politics — highly likely with a lead role — and
creating ‘strategic depth’ vis-a-vis India is very much intact.” According to
the Indian expert, Pakistan is being assigned a pivotal role to ensure that
Afghanistan will never again be a “lab of terrorists” (to use Trump’s words)
threatening the western world. “Pakistan is hugely experienced in handling
its relations with the US and it will of course make sure that the US reciprocates — politically, financially, militarily. If Trump had praised India as the
‘critical part’ of his unfolding Afghan strategy in August 2017, he is now replacing India with Pakistan in a most curious reversal of roles in South Asia’s
regional security paradigm. From the Indian perspective, Trump’s invitation
to Imran Khan to visit the White House was a bitter pill to swallow,’’ he noted.
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s US visit proved a bombshell for India when
US President Donald Trump said that he would like to mediate the Kashmir
conflict. It set the stage for a high profile diplomatic tug-of-war between
India and Pakistan involving the world’s sole superpower. India has been
reluctant to third-party intervention on Kashmir. During a much publicised
joint press conference with Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan at the
Oval Office, Trump said. “If I can help, I would love to be a mediator. If I
can do anything to help, let me know. I was with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi two weeks ago and we talked about this subject and he actually said
‘Would you like to be a mediator or arbitrator’, I said ‘Where’, He said
‘Kashmir’. Because this has been going on for many, many years. I think
they would like to see it resolved and you (Imran Khan) would like to see
it resolved. If I can help, I would love to be a mediator.” Trump’s words created an uproar in Indian politics and media and they sought an explanation
from their prime minister. On the other hand, Pakistan once again succeeded in highlighting the Kashmir issue at international level.
It is a fact that Indian policy of isolating Pakistan on the international
front has failed and global powers have started recognising Pakistan’s role
in peace in the region and the world. Its influence in the world will increase
after its economy improves.
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Relief

Silver linings?
Husnain Shahid

Pakistan’s economic growth is feared to further decelerate in the current
fiscal year from a nine-year low of 3.3pc in the last year due to internal and
external factors. Inflation is also expected to rise and impact the real economic growth. However, there are still some silver linings in dark clouds
hovering over Pakistan’s economy.
According to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)’s third quarterly report
on the state of Pakistan’s economy for fiscal year 2018-19, measures to
cut aggregate demand in the overheated economy in the face of hikes in
key interest rate would impact economic growth. A likely further increase
in power tariffs and recent surge in gas prices would take inflation to a
higher side and impact the real economic growth on the local front. Besides, the measures to narrow down fiscal and current account deficits,
like rupee depreciation, global economic slowdown due to the escalated
US-China trade war and likely increase in international oil prices, would
also impact economic growth, the central bank warned.
However, some of the economic indicators may bounce back to show
some stability, the SBP noted. “With stabilisation policies in place and the
economy moving along the reforms agenda, the country’s macroeconomic
indicators are expected to slowly revert to a stable trajectory. In this process,
however, the real GDP growth is likely to remain contained,” the SBP said
in the report. The central bank, however, did not project the economic growth
for the year, though it usually did in the past. It reported nine-year low GDP
growth of 3.3pc for FY19, which was lower than the downward revised projection of 3.5-4pc made in March 2019. The Planning Commission has set
the economic growth target at 4pc for the current fiscal year 2019-20 while
the Finance Division thought it would be 2.4pc expansion in the year.
In a significant move, the State Bank of Pakistan has laid the foundation
to eliminate exchange companies from the currency business by allowing
banks and their all branches to buy and sell foreign currencies with the
public across the country. Earlier, the banks were not allowed to sell or buy
foreign currencies directly from the public except for those having their own
exchange companies. Under the headline of purchase of foreign currency
notes from the public, the SBP said that all incoming persons — whether
Pakistani or foreign national — can bring with them without any limit foreign
currencies and other instruments against the submission of a declaration
to the customs authorities on amount exceeding $10,000 or equivalent.
Experts believe the step will eliminate exchange companies from the business, discourage hoarders of the foreign currency and result in a stable
value of the rupee against the dollar.
In another encouraging development, Pakistan received $21.84 billion
in remittances sent home by overseas Pakistanis in the last fiscal year.
The inflows were 3pc, or around $640 million, higher than the set target of
$21.2 billion for the year. The inflows were around 10pc higher than $19.91
billion received in the previous fiscal year 2017-18, according to the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The country achieved higher remittances due to
improved economic activities and higher job opportunities available in the
Western countries, like the US and the UK. Moreover, the end of financial
crisis in oil producing and exporting Gulf and Middle Eastern countries including Saudi Arabia and the UAE due to a notable recovery in oil prices
also contributed to the increase as majority of Pakistanis live in the region.
A massive 32pc depreciation in the local currency to Rs160.05 to the US
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dollar led overseas Pakistanis to send higher remittances during the year.
Moreover, a crackdown on illegal remittance operators – hundi and hawala
operators – also prompted Pakistanis to send remittances through proper
legal channels, including banks.
In another significant development, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government has managed to narrow down the trade deficit by 15.3pc to
$31.8 billion on the back of import compression but it failed to enhance exports, which fell even below the level left behind by its archrival – the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N). Trade figures released by the
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) show that exports contracted both on
month-on-month and year-on-year basis in June 2019, despite over onethird depreciation of the rupee against the US dollar. The PTI government
missed its export target by $4 billion as total exports stood below $23 billion
at the end of fiscal year 2018-19. It also missed the trade deficit reduction
target by $5.8 billion, although the gap between exports and imports shrank
15.3by. Overall, the trade deficit, which stood at $37.6 billion in the preceding fiscal year, shrank to $31.8 billion in fiscal year 2018-19, the PBS reported. In absolute terms, there was a reduction of $5.8 billion in the trade
deficit and the entire reduction came from the import side. Overall imports
dropped 9.9pc to $54.8 billion in FY19 but the improvement was mainly because of reduction in machinery imports. In absolute terms, the imports contracted by $6 billion, which provided some relief to the government.
Some positive signs were also noted by the SBP, which said some support to the GDP growth can possibly come from strong prospects in the
agriculture sector, where there is potential for higher output if the impact
of constraints affecting area under cultivation and yields is managed effectively. Early investments in agriculture and Special Economic Zones (SEZs)
under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and higher outlay of
next year’s Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) can also have
a positive impact on GDP growth in FY20.
The economy has started producing some encouraging signs. The
rupee has stabilized to a large extent. Traders have reopened their businesses after a countrywide strike. Prices of daily-use items are still high
but so are hopes of people from the government, which has announced a
number of programmes to offset the impact of its harsh measures to improve the economy.
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Development

Elections in tribal
districts
Raza Khan

On July 20, elections for 16 Khyber Pakhtunkhwa legislative assembly
seats were held in the newly merged tribal districts of former Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). The polls may not change the composition
of the provincial assembly but are an important element in the process of
mainstreaming the region.
The provincial elections for seven merged districts of the KP province
were held almost one year after the national elections of July 25, 2018.
The former FATA could not be given representation in the KP assembly
even after its formal merger because the region was merged with the
province on May 30, the last day of the federal government of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), which left little time for the Election Commission of Pakistan to hold elections there. However, it had been a longstanding demand of the political leadership of tribal districts that they
should be given representation in the KP assembly. The demand was quite
genuine and a natural corollary of the process of merger as any area or
region could not be kept unrepresented in the provincial and federal legislatures for long.
Without any doubt, giving representation to elected members from the
tribal districts in the KP assembly is a milestone. However, it may not play
any consequential role in the two key issues or problems of the region:
stability and development. Insofar as having representation in the provincial assembly is concerned, with 16 members in the 115-seat legislative
assembly could not make any difference. The best deal which representatives of the newly merged districts could get is to have a couple of ministries. But by becoming ministers, the members from erstwhile FATA
would be responsible for their departments in the entire province, far bigger
than the merged districts. Therefore, the would-be ministers from the tribal
districts would not be able contribute to anything to the stability of their region. The reason is that stability in the conflict-affected tribal districts of KP
needs gargantuan practical efforts. The representatives from the newly
merged tribal districts in the KP assembly would identify and raise the issues of their respective areas and it would be important, but again, identifying their grievances cannot lead to their automatic redress.
The election for the provincial assembly seats and their consequent
representation in the KP assembly would also not contribute significantly
to the development of the region. Because the challenges of development
in the merged districts are so huge that 16 members in the provincial assembly could hardly do anything for the uplift of the extensive tribal belt.
The federal government has already earmarked more than Rs100 billion
this year for the uplift of former FATA and it has planned to spend Rs1,000
billion in the next 10 years for the development of the region. In order to
spend the huge amount of funds for the uplift of the region, plans have already been devised and the newly elected members of the KP assembly
from the merged districts, one fears, would have no role in the plans and
projects.
While giving representation to the people of ex-FATA through their
elected members is indeed a positive sign, but given the objective condi-
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tions prevailing in the region, the elections to the KP Assembly seats in
the merged districts may turned out to be quite disastrous. The foremost
reason is that the members from the tribal districts may form a group within
the provincial assembly, very much like the National Assembly members
have had to get personal perks and privileges. It may result in acrimonies
within the provincial legislature and could seriously affect its functioning.
It may also further promote the culture of doling out development funds to
members of provincial assemblies.
The members of the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), who have
won in the election, can hope to become a minister or at least get a share
in development projects and funds but people, who have won the election
from the opposition’s platform, would remain powerless for four long years.
Most of the 280-plus candidates, who contested for the 16 KP assembly
seats, have been unknown and untested contenders while only a few experienced campaigners, like former federal minister Hamidullah Jan Afridi
and MNA Haroon Rashid from the Jamaat-e-Islami, ran for the election. It
is interesting to note that Hamidullah Jan had been a diehard opponent of
FATA’s merger with KP and even now wants the region to be made a separate province.
So, those who think that holding the KP assembly elections in the newly
merged tribal districts and giving the region representation in the provincial
legislature would be instrumental in the stability and development of former
FATA, then they are fundamentally wrong. It is true that holding of provincial elections in the tribal districts is a positive development. Despite their
inconsequential nature due to structural problems, the elections would go
a long way in the political education of people of the tribal areas. However,
if the provincial representatives of the people fail to deliver, for which there
is a strong likelihood in the current situation, it would create more hopelessness among the people of the region and it would not augur well for
the stability and development of the areas. Holding the provincial elections
in former FATA was part of the constitutional requirement and symbolically
needed by the state institutions. Expecting that they would go a long way
in mainstreaming the region is like asking for the moon.
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Counterterrorism

National Action Plan’s
enforcement
Raza Khan

The National Action Plan (NAP) point of strengthening and activation of
the Nation Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) has been implemented
to a certain extent in recent months. It was designed to act as the principal
research and analysis body to counter violent extremism and terrorism in
Pakistan. Nevertheless, it still needs to be capacitated as it has not
achieved the desired level of operationalization and effectiveness.
Insofar as the NAP point of countering hate speech and extremist material is concerned, although it has not been completely stopped, yet insinuating verbal and written attacks on sectarian and other opponents
have been curtailed to a greater extent. The fact of the matter is that stopping hate speech has been a daunting task but certain courageous steps
from the government have made it possible. There has been a crackdown
on nearly all newspapers, magazines, FM radio stations, Internet sites,
through which extremists and terrorists carry out their propaganda and got
recruits, finances and sympathizers. The government has forfeited a large
number of books spreading extremist propaganda. The most significant
indicator of government’s action in preventing hate speech has been banning the publication of “Zarb-e-Momin” which has spread its message
among its readers for long.
A very important provision of the NAP was choking financing for terrorists and their organizations. In order to counter extremism and terrorism,
it was extremely necessary to check and squeeze the financial sources
and other resources of terrorists in Pakistan. Making measures to achieve
the task was easier said than done. Nevertheless, the government’s crackdown on the Hundi and Hawala business, the unofficial and illegal method
of transaction of money from foreign countries to Pakistan, has been appreciable. However, perpetrators of the Hundi and Hawala business could
not be brought to book. One has observed that in KP and Balochistan, the
worst-hit provinces by terrorism, most of Hundi and Hawala businesses
have been carried out by Afghans, in connivance with Pakistani officials.
However, it would need continuous and concerted efforts from law enforcement agencies to check financial inflows to extremist and terrorist organizations. In fact, after the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) put Pakistan
on its grey list for not taking desirable steps to stop financial succor to terrorist and radical outfits last year, there was no other choice for the country’s law enforcement agencies to put a tap on the funding. Again, much
still needs to be done in this regard and as extremist and terrorist organizations have established huge businesses and plazas, the intelligence
agencies need to identify them and their setups must be taken into government custody.
Seemingly, the most important point of the NAP was the registration
and regulation of madrassas. Given their physical existence and the historic contribution of the seminaries in religious extremism and terrorism in
the country regulating and registering madrassas has been quite easy.
However, the state institutions have not been successful in regulating
madrassas for feat of backlash. Only very recently the PTI government
has decided and told the madrassa owners in no uncertain terms that they
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will have to register with the government come what may. A very important
step in this regard is to make madrassas duty-bound to send their children
to liberal institutions to study contemporary and modern subjects in order
to ratify their certificates and accept it as equivalent to that of mainstream
educational institutions. A lot of backlash is expected on the decision from
the Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam (JUI) of Fazlur Rahman but if the government
remains steadfast, madrassas could be regulated. It is a question of now
or never.
A lot of progress could be seen in implementation on the NAP point of
carrying out administrative and development reforms in erstwhile FATA
with immediate focus on return of internally displaced persons (IDPs). Because in the shape of lawless, underdeveloped and once stateless FATA,
extremists and terrorists of all hues got the much-needed mini-state to conduct their gruesome activities in Pakistan and in the region. The former
tribal region has been merged with KP and a huge amount of developmental budget of Rs1,000 billion for the next 10 years has been devised to develop the region. Of late, provincial elections have also been held in former
FATA which though would not be of great consequences, yet it is an important step in the right direction. However, regarding FATA the government steps though have been in good faith, yet they might have had lacked
acumen. This has been the fundamental reason that while the Tehreek-iTaliban Pakistan (TTP) has waned, but in its place now an ethnic radical
organization, the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM) has reared its head.
So there has been significant implementation on various points of the
NAP but the government needs to increase the pace of its efforts and also
put its priorities on the right track about certain aspects of the policy in
order to effectively counter violent extremism and terrorism in the country.
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Economics

No relief in sight from
debt burden
Muhammad Jahangir

Contrary to earlier projections, Pakistan’s debt burden is set to rise further
in the years ahead. According to the staff level report of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), Pakistan’s external debt will peak to $130 billion
within four years – a net addition of $34.6 billion or 36.3pc under the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government.
The total external debt burden was $95.4-billion when the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government completed its term. The IMF
has now projected that the external debt may rise to $130 billion by the
end of fiscal year 2022-23. This means that there will be a minimum net
addition of $34.6 billion to the external debt despite repayment of $48 billion in five years during the tenure of the PTI government. In other words,
the PTI government will borrow a staggering $83 billion in five years to
service the old debt, finance the current account deficit and build foreign
exchange reserves. It may be recalled that PM Imran Khan has severely
criticised the growth in the public debt during the PML-N and PPP tenures
and has now set up a commission to investigate the borrowings. But now
he has resorted to the same practice.
An analysis of available figures shows that Pakistan would pay back
$37.4 billion during the IMF’s 39-month programme period (July 2019 to
September 2022). According to a statement issued by the Federal Revenue Minister two weeks ago, the PTI government has already returned
$9.5 billion worth of external debt in the last fiscal year 2018-19. It needs
to be pointed out that IMF debt projections are based on the assumption
that Pakistan will fully implement structural reforms under its programme.
But in case Pakistan could not fully implement the reforms, the external
debt as a percentage of the national GDP could hit 60% — double the ratio
left behind by the PML-N government.
As per the latest calculations, the external debt, which was $95.4 billion
or 30.3% of GDP in fiscal year 2017-18, touched $104.2 billion or 36.7%
of GDP last fiscal year. The $104.2-billion external debt was equal to 345%
of Pakistan’s total export receipts. The projection for the current fiscal year
is that the external debt will peak at $112.5 billion, which would be equal
to 43.4% of GDP. In terms of export receipts, the external debt is projected
at 346%. In this fiscal year, the PTI government will also return $14.9 billion
in public external debt, which means it would borrow $23 billion during the
year. In the next fiscal year 2020-21, the external public debt is projected
to grow to $119 billion, which will be equal to 43.5% of GDP and 334% of
the country’s total export receipts. In the fiscal year, Pakistan will also return $13.5 billion of public external debt. This will increase the annual external borrowings to $20 billion.
In a recent statement, the IMF said that under its 39-month programme,
“external debt is projected to steadily decline after peaking in fiscal year
2020-21, returning to a more sustainable path”. For fiscal year 2021-22,
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the IMF has projected the external debt at $124.6 billion, which will be
equal to 42.2% of GDP and 325% of exports. The external public debt repayment in this year has been estimated at $7.6 billion, which brings the
borrowing requirement down to $13.2 billion. The downturn in external debt
will result from a combination of positive factors, including a narrower current account deficit, non-debt creating capital inflows and a recovery in
economic growth.
An underlying assumption is that Pakistan would shift its short-term
borrowings to long-term debt instruments by 2021-22. This may or may
not come about, depending on the circumstances as they unfold. At the
same time, there are some downside risks to the projected debt path which
cannot be ignored. The external debt-to-GDP ratio would be adversely affected by current account and exchange rate shocks in which case the external debt ratio would reach around 60%. Clearly, Pakistan is faced with
serious debt management issues which need careful handling in a treacherous international financial situation.
The Finance Ministry has a Debt Management Department which must
get its act together to tackle the looming debt storm. Pakistan has borrowed recklessly for decades, a policy which has brought it close to bankruptcy. This must change and a more prudently devised pick-and-choose
policy should be adopted. In the future, more reliance should be placed
on attracting foreign direct investment (FDI). For the purpose, more investor-friendly policies should be framed with an attractive package of incentives for foreign businesspeople. Equally important is the need to push
exports to build foreign exchange reserves which is the only way to get
out of the external debt trap. In cases where borrowing is inevitable, care
should be taken to ensure that the terms are soft and the payback period
is of longer duration.
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Economics

The rising threat
of inflation
Muhammad Jahangir

Rising inflation is the name of the game now. According to the latest figures
released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), the average rate of
inflation during July-June, 2018-19, in the country was as high as 7.37 percent compared to 3.92 percent in the previous year and 4.16 percent a
year earlier.
The CPI also soared by 8.89 percent in June 2019, over June 2018,
as compared to 5.21 percent a year earlier and 3.93 percent in June 2017,
over June 2016. The Sensitive Price Index (SPI) and Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) also posted hefty increases of 10.65 percent and 12.69 percent as compared to the rise of 1.92 percent and 7.64 percent, respectively, in the previous year. The main group of commodities and services
contributing to the rise in the CPI in June 2019, over the corresponding
month of the last year comprised food and non-alcoholic beverages (+7.52
percent), housing, water, electricity, gas and fuels (+9.99 percent), furnishing and household equipment (+9.26 percent), health (+8.26 percent),
transport (+14.96 percent) and communication (+8.82 percent).
Inflation is a form of indirect tax which hits the poor more. The continuous erosion of the purchase power of the rupee by such a high magnitude
of inflation specially affects the ordinary people of the country. The average
household spends most of their incomes on food and face dwindling
prospects of employment due to a lower growth rate of the economy. A
higher rate of inflation also depresses the rate of saving and investment in
the country and retards economic growth.
Since the rate of inflation is much higher in Pakistan as compared to
its trading partners and competitors, authorities concerned would be
obliged to depreciate the local currency further in order to maintain competitiveness in the international market. Besides, monetary policy has to
be tightened further to contain the rate of inflation and support the balance
of payments position of the country. Any increase in the policy rate due to
spiraling inflation would also result in higher lending rates, curtailment in
private sector credit, slower growth rate and higher debt servicing by the
government, putting more pressure on the fiscal position which is not comfortable.
The outlook for inflation during FY20 is dim and the CPI is all set to increase by 13 percent on an average basis compared to 7.34 percent in
2018-19 and around 4.0 percent in the two years before FY19. This estimate is based on the fact that fiscal deficit of the country is likely to be over
7 percent during the current year and the growth rate of the economy,
which could partly neutralize the impact of the expansionary fiscal policy,
is projected to decline to as low as nearly 2.0 percent due to the stabilisation policies envisaged under the EFF programme approved by the IMF.
During FY20, the most important challenge to inflation would come from
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the taxation measures announced in the budget. Even though the government has avoided taking indiscriminatory measures like an increase in the
GST rate, which would have badly affected inflation, there are still a number of tax measures that would affect prices of key consumer items such
as sugar, cement, cigarettes, gas, electricity and others.
One way to control inflationary pressures in the economy is to tighten
the monetary policy. It may be added here that considerable adjustment
has already been made in the policy rate which has now been set at
13.25pc. To see this point, consider first the definition of the real interest
which really is the target rate. Simply put, it is the nominal interest minus
inflation. But a variety of other measures are also available for containing
inflation.
According to experts, fiscal policy needs to be made more restrictive
as a remedial measure. In the situation, the government will do well to
keep a sharp eye on price movements and take appropriate measures in
time so that the inflationary pressures are contained within reasonable limits and the vulnerable sections of society are protected. Our market is wayward which requires that proper administrative measures are initiated to
control hoarding, black marketing and price sharking. The key to price stability is to ensure the continuing supplies of items in the food basket, particularly vegetables and fruits, besides grains and lentils.
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Education

Why so many Pak
girls are still out
of school
Rasheed Ali

Anam Fatima, Shahida Parveen and Zahida Aslam have many things
in common. They all live in a far-off village, Chak No 108/DNB, of tehsil
Yazman in district Bahawalpur. They belong to poor farmer families and
they all did not complete their primary education, though a government
primary school exists in their own village.
The three have their own reasons for not continuing their education,
though the ultimate result is the same: the future of the country has
been deprived of three educated mothers. Here’re the reasons why the
poor girls had to leave their primary education unaccomplished. Nineyear-old Anam Fatima is eldest among her four siblings and she had
to leave her school last year without appearing in her fourth grade examination when her mother passed away during the birth of her
youngest brother. There’s no other woman in her house to look after
the households when her father is in the fields. Her younger siblings,
especially the newborn brother, need the attention of a caretaker 24
hours a day, hence discontinuation of Anam’s education.
Shahida Parveen was a typical example of a school dropout. A
grade-3 slow-learner, she had to face the wrath of an angry teacher almost every other day. Physically healthier than girls of her age group,
Shahida had to endure taunts of “Mota jism mota dimagh” (Fat body,
fat brain) by her teacher as well as classmates daily. Many a time she
would face more punishment than other girls for the same mistake, only
because of being fat. She could not bear with the unkind circumstances
for long and fled her school one day, and never went back despite her
mother’s two, three beatings.
Zahida Aslam had to leave her school for quite a different reason. A
brilliant fourth grader, she had to quit education due to inflated egos of
her teacher and her father, Chaudhry Muhammad Aslam. As the school
has no sweeper or a peon to clean the classrooms, the senior among
the two teachers had assigned the task to the students. A group of five
girls would come to school daily an hour before its start time, clean the
premises and sweep the floors, and go back home to wear uniforms to
come to school again. Various groups had been formed by the senior
teacher with one student from each class to perform the duty one after
the other.
Last year, Chaudhry Aslam returned to his village from Saudi Arabia
after three years, and found his “shahzadi” (princess) going to school
for cleaning it on her turn. He stopped her from going to school for the
purpose, and himself met the headmistress to tell her that how come
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she can make his shahzadi sweep the floors in school when she does
nothing sort of even in her house. “But here, your shahzadi will have
to do it, like all other girls,” the teacher told the Chaudhry in a tit-for-tat
response. “They all are ‘shahzadis’ of their parents, and I can’t spare
only one because her father has come to me complaining about it. If
you have any objection to it, you may admit your daughter to any other
school,” the teacher bluntly told him.
Fuming at the teacher, he came back home and told his wife his
shahzadi would not go to the “dirty” government school, and soon he
would build a house in Bahawalpur and admit his shahzadi to a good
private school. And for the last one-and-a-half years, Shahzadi Zahida
Aslam has been waiting for her father to build a house in Bahawalpur
so that she can resume her studies.
Besides the stories of Anam, Shahida and Zahida, Ellen Van
Kalmthout, Chief of Education at UNICEF Pakistan since 2016, has
some other reasons to relate for girls dropping out once they complete
their primary education. She tells the Cutting Edge at a seminar, held
recently in Punjab’s capital, that there are fewer middle schools for girls;
so often girls drop out because there may not be a school for them beyond the primary level. She explains that distance is often an important
factor for girls, as parents are usually more concerned about their
safety. Boys will often have more independent mobility. Also, there are
families, who are concerned about sending adolescent girls to school,
because they are of what is considered the marriageable age.
The focus of the UNESCO official has always been on education
system development and girls education. She does not agree that Pakistani parents do not wish to send their daughters to school. She says
that some years back, there was a study made among Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP) beneficiaries, who are among the poorest
in the country, which found that the percentage of parents, who do not
wish to send their children to school, was miniscule. It shows that parents do want to send their children, both boys and girls, to school but
in some cases, they have some specific concerns which must be addressed. For instance, she explains, in Pakistan parents may be con-
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cerned about the safety of their daughters if the school is far away; they
may prefer women to teach their girls or they may hesitate because
there is no girls-only schools. Other reasons may be low teacher attendance, corporal punishment or lack of sanitation facilities in rural
schools, which may be discouraging for parents.
However, she is concerned about a large number of out-of-school
children in Pakistan. She says currently, there are 262 million children
in the world, who are out of school, and for Pakistan, the number is
about 23 million for children between the ages of 5 and 16. She regrets
that 40% of all Pakistani children are still out of school, with the ratio of
out-of-school girls 49%. The number of out-of-school children becomes
higher at middle and secondary school levels, she says, adding that
very few children in the country have an opportunity to complete their
matriculation and FA/FSc.
Van Kalmthout, who has over 30 years of experience in international
education, says that for a country like Pakistan, where population
growth rates are high, the challenge is not only of bringing existing outof-school children into the education system, but also of greater numbers of new children, who need to be enrolled into primary school each
year.
Meanwhile, a report issued by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in the second week of July
2019, must attract the attention of the authorities concerned. It warns
that every one in four Pakistani children will not be completing their primary school by the deadline of 2030. The new projections, made in the
report, show that the country will only be half-way to the target of 12
years of education for all, with 50% of youths still not completing upper
secondary education at the current rates.
The new global education goal, SDG-4, calls on countries to ensure
that children are not only going to school but also learning, yet the proportion of trained teachers in Pakistan as well as various other countries
has been falling in the recent years. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development emphasises leaving no-one behind, yet only 4% of the
poorest complete upper secondary school in the poorest countries, compared to 36% of the richest. The gap is even wider in lower-middle-income countries, including Pakistan. The situation must set alarming
bells ringing for Prime Minister Imran Khan, who has always claimed
giving special importance to health and education sectors.
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Freedoms

Journalism in
Pakistan
Faheem Amir

It is aptly said that a press and its press rise and fall together. It can also
be said that the press and democracy go hand in hand.
Without the freedom of expression and journalism, there is no democracy. Democracy runs smoothly and successfully under a watchful eye of
free and responsible journalism. The logo of the Washington Post “democracy dies in darkness” holds true as without awareness, education, guidance, entertainment, business activities, exposure of negligence, crime
and corruption (journalism performs all these functions), democracy cannot
flourish in a country.
In 1762, John Wilkes, a radical journalist and popular politician of the
UK, wrote in his weekly newspaper The North Britain that “freedom of expression is the bulwark of all other liberties in Britain.” This quote is still
relevant and holds a paramount significance in all democratic nations of
the present world. In fact, democracy and freedom of expression are interlinked and mutually indispensable. Even, the Declaration of Universal
Human Rights of the United Nation declares freedom of expression as one

18

of the fundamental rights of the people of the world. The Constitution of
Pakistan also ensures the freedom of expression and speech for the people. The Article 19 of the Constitution reads: “Every citizen shall have the
right to freedom of speech and expression and there shall be freedom of
press, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest
of the glory of Islam or the integrity, security or defence of Pakistan or any
part thereof, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, decency or
morality, or in relation to contempt of court (commission of) or incitement
to an offence.”
Despite the constitutionally guaranteed right, the entire history of Pakistan shows that journalism is not an easy profession in Pakistan. Almost
all civilian and military governments have used draconian laws, like the
Press and Publication Ordinance (PPO), 1962, The Newspaper Employees (Conditions of Services) Act, 1973, The Press Council Ordinance,
2002, The Press, Newspaper, News Agencies and Books Registration
(PNNBR) Ordinance, 2002, The Defamation Ordinance, 2002, The Pak-
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istan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002 etc, to enchain the press and media.
It is tragic that many journalists have been pressurised, abducted, tortured and killed to stop them from fulfilling their professional duties. According to the UNESCO observatory of killed journalists, three journalists,
Muhammad Bilal Khan, Ali Sher Rajpar and Malik Amanullah Khan have,
so far, been killed in 2019. Another journalist, Mureed Abbas, has also
been gunned down in July 2019. While, five journalists, Noorul Hassan,
Sohail Khan , Abid Hussain, Zeeshan Ashraf Butt and Anjum Munir Raja,
were killed in 2018, Haroon Khan, Baksheesh Elahi, Taimur Abbas and
Muhammad Jan in 2017, Mehmood Khan, Shehzad Ahmed, Khurram Zaki
and Muhammad Umar in 2016, Hafeezur Rehman, Zaman Mehsud, Aftab
Alam and Arshad Ali Jaffari in 2015, Ashraf Yusuf, Khalid Khan, Waqas
Aziz Khan and Zakir Ali (aka Shan Odhor) in 2014, Ayub Khan Khattak,
Haji Abdul Razzak Baloch, Ahmed Ali Joiya, Mehmood Jan Afridi, Malik
Mumtaz, Imran Shaikh, Mohammad Iqbal and Saif-ur-Rehman in 2013.
Saqib Khan, Rehmatullah Abid, Mushtaq Khand, Abdul Khaliq (aka Abdul
Haq Baloch), Abdul Qadir Hajizai, Abdul Razaq Gul, Aurengzeb Tunio,
Tariq Kamal, Murtaza Razvi, and Mukarram Khan Aatif were killed in 2012,
Faisal Qureshi, Munir Shakar, Nasrullah Afridi, Abdost Rind and Ilyas Nizzar in 2011 and Ashiq Ali Mangi, Ghulam Rasool Birhamani, Ejazul Haq,
Faiz Mohammad Khan Sasoli, Muhammad Khan Sasoli, Abdul Wahab,
Altaf Chandio, Pervez Khan, Abdul Hameed Hayatan (aka Lala Hameed
Baloch), Mujeebur Rehman Saddiqui and Misri Khan Orakzai were killed
in 2010. In short, 59 journalists have sacrificed their lives while performing
their duties since 2010 in Pakistan.
Critics and opposition parties say the PTI government has taken very
hard steps to control the media. It does not like criticism and to silence its
critics, the PTI government has slashed its advertising budget to the media,
squeezing a key source of revenue for newspapers and TV channels, they
claim. Federal Minister for Science and Technology Fawad Chaudhry
slapped journalist Sami Ibrahim in the face publicly for criticising his politics. The government has decided to block media access to politicians,
who are facing corruption charges. An interview of former President Asif
Ali Zardari was blocked when it was aired on a private TV channel. The
PEMRA issued notices to 21 channels for giving coverage to PML-N leader
Maryam Nawaz’s press conference on judge Arshad Malik’s alleged video
scandal. The PTI is using its official twitter account to gag press criticism.
In the tweets, the party has termed all critics of the government “anti-state.”
One tweet reads, “Freedom of Expression is a beauty of Democracy. Expressing Enemy’s stance is Not Freedom of speech but treason against
its people.” Omar Sarfaraz Cheema, the PTI’s information secretary, has
denied the accusations but he could not deny that tweets were generated
from the PTI’s official account.
According to a recent Pakistan Press Foundation (PFF) report, seven
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journalists and one media organisation owner faced legal actions in 2018,
while 48 journalists have been deliberately targeted and murdered for their
reports since 2002. Over 171 journalists came under serious attacks while
77 faced minor assaults. Eighteen journalists were arrested while 26 were
detained. According to the report, 32 media houses came under attack
while residences of 11 journalists were also attacked. The PFF also registered 130 incidents of censorship while the number of total cases monitored
by it stands at 699. In the Reporters without Borders 2019 World Press
Freedom Index, Pakistan is ranked 142nd out of 180 countries, falling three
places from 2018. Freedom Network, a media rights watchdog, has reported that more than 157 attacks on journalists between May 2017 and
April 2018 were registered, 55 of them occurred in Islamabad alone.
Journalists launched protests dubbed a “Day of Protests” against government media policies on July 16. They denounced alleged rampant censorship which they say is being imposed upon them from the government,
massive layoffs due to budget cuts, and months-long delays in payments
of their wages. “The red line has expanded. The government is interfering
at every possible level. There are no free talk shows. News and articles
are censored. It is comprehensive censorship,” they alleged.
Talking to Aljazeera, a veteran Pakistani journalist claimed today’s censorship was the worst it's ever been. “Today, we don't know what will annoy
the government. We have to do self-censorship and that is the worst kind
of censorship, because it is done out of fear,” he alleged. Websites have
been shut down, including the Urdu website of the US State Department’s
Voice of America, after it reported on a tribal movement. A radio, affiliated
with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, has also been shut down. A journalist was charged with treason after he published an interview with Nawaz
Sharif in which the former prime minister accused Pakistan state actors of
aiding the armed group that carried out the 2008 Mumbai attacks. Authorities are also targeting social media, asking Twitter to suspend accounts
and submitting thousands of requests to Facebook to take down pages for
a variety of reasons, ranging from criticism of national institutions to propagating hate and insulting Islam.
On the other hand, there are also credible reports that some NGOs,
media house owners and journalists receive money from their foreign masters to propagate against Pakistan’s national institutions. Under the Constitution, Pakistan’s national institutions cannot be criticized and ridiculed
at any forum. It is also in the Constitutions of all countries of the modern
world. People, who cite examples of the freedom of the press in the West,
cannot produce a single news report or column, criticizing their national
institutions. Many journalists and even media houses in Pakistan are accused of blackmailing and extortion.
Pakistan will have to make defamation laws more effective to ensure
responsible journalism. Otherwise, journalists and their targets will continue to collide with each other.
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Politics

Do you plead guilty?
Mohammed Ahmed Saad

Since the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan has assumed office in August last year, it has taken the centre-stage
in a fierce media trial of its 11-month performance.
In the past 11 months, the country has witnessed the worsening of an
already ailing economy, besides political and security crises. From the foreign reserves, which hit a new low before a handful of lending efforts from
foreign friends, including Saudi Arabia, the UAE and China, gave it a lifeline, to an uncertain domestic political environment resulting in a halt to
business activities, to the accountability wave which observed the incarceration of major opposition leaders, to persistent internal and external security threats, there is a lot to hold Imran Khan accountable for.
But the question emerges here is that whether he really deserves the
media bashing? Does he really deserve to be held accountable for things
he is not responsible for? Certainly not. The PTI government inherited the
economic crisis it faces today. The day Imran Khan was elected as the
Prime Minister, Pakistan’s total debt and liabilities stood at a whopping
Rs26,861 billion at the start of the second quarter of the FY2018-2019.
How much of it was taken by him? None.
In his article published in The New York Times, award-winning author
Mohammed Hanif lamented “chauffeuring Arab princes in the hope of getting soft loans” and how it came at the cost of “dignity” for Khan. Well, with
the economy being in such dire straits and hefty sums needed to avoid
imminent bankruptcy threat, we were not left with much choice, or were
we? Coming towards extracting looted money from the plunders, it is easier said than done. Hanif claimed that “there is no way of bringing back
looted money.” It is an open secret that white-collar crimes are always difficult to prove. Former US energy giant Enron Corp. is a classical case
study. For the readers of my age, Indian business magnate Vijay Mallya
demonstrated another instance of a neatly-done financial crime.
Hanif then observed that in “New Pakistan” – an electoral slogan of
PTI’s campaign – major opposition leaders were in jail and not allowed
media-time. The fact, however, remains that the mentioned politicians are
facing prison on charges of enormous corruption and money laundering.
Nowhere in the world are proclaimed offenders allowed media-time and
Pakistan is no exception to it. The “A Case of Exploding Mangoes”-fame
writer then took up the issue of Pashtun Tahafuz Movement's lawmakers
Mohsin Dawar and Ali Wazir and questioned their “questionable” detention.
The writer failed to observe that the arrests were made in the background
of a violent mob attack on a military checkpoint in Boya district of North
Waziristan which resulted in the killing of three people. A subsequent government enquiry report accused the PTM duo of “instigating” the protestors
for the attack. “The security forces have regularly been targeted either in
the form of physical attacks, ambushes, fire raids, rocket attacks or improvised explosive devices,” revealed the report, submitted by the district's
deputy commissioner.
Political observers believe the activists have waged a war against the
state. Many of their speeches to the natives in local Pashto language
abused the military and vowed to “throw the army out of Waziristan.” For
a country that has been in a state of perpetual war against terrorism following the horrific 9/11 attack and subsequent US invasion of Afghanistan,
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Pakistan cannot afford to romance with anti-state elements. In international
politics, national interest is considered supreme. The chief duty of a state
is to maintain itself. If the state disappears, then no other interest remains.
The arrest of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange from the Ecuadorian embassy in London, which many said, was in violation of asylum protocols,
provides another insight into international politics.
Hanif further mentioned the detention of PML-N leader Rana Sanaullah
Khan on the charges of drug smuggling. He did not miss the opportunity
to mention that the Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF), which arrested the politician, is headed by a serving major general. As the ANF comes under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Narcotics Control, the ministry is the authority
to be questioned, why it could not find a competent civilian to head the
force? As much as this scribe advocates civilian supremacy, the fact remains that successive democratic governments in Pakistan have failed in
developing an effective public delivery system which could perform efficiently. The absence of a local bodies system is a quintessence.
The military government of General Pervez Musharraf introduced a
local government system in 2001 as part of its vision to devolve powers at
the grassroots. However, the succeeding government of the Pakistan Peoples Party, which came into power following the tragic death of former premier Benazir Bhutto in 2007, failed to continue the system owing to political
pressure as parliamentarians would view it as a direct threat to their constitutional authority.
The succeeding government of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, which
came into power in 2013 for the third time, installed its own version of the
local bodies system. However, analysts say it could not be implemented
in the true spirit due to the same reason. Some so-called intellectuals
blame the military for every political wrong. Yes, the army has a lot to be
questioned about, including the three coups d'état. But certainly, it cannot
be questioned for the prevalent economic mess, nor can it be accounted
for the constant failure of successive civilian governments to develop a
system of governance, nor can it be asked that why, in every sphere of
public administration, the government seeks its assistance? Even for the
canal de-silting exercise or annual anti-polio campaign.
The citizenry has not forgotten the firebrand cleric Khadim Rizvi, who
sieged the capital over blasphemy allegations for 20 days in November
2017 - and the government, again, had to ask the army for interference
after explicitly “surrendering to zealots.” The experience of juvenile democracy has given an important lesson to the Pakistani nation that powerful
civilian institutions and an accountability system are crucial for its success
and continuity. A big segment of the nation believes that it is bestowed with
a messiah in the shape of Imran Khan who has put a strong challenge to
the corrupt cabal through the power of the democratic system. A popularity
check was witnessed when around 30,000 Pakistani expatriates gathered
at the packed to the rafters Capital One Arena in Washington DC to listen
to Imran Khan during his recent visit to the US.
The journey is long and arduous but as the maxim goes, a journey of
a thousand miles begins with a single step. Perhaps, Imran Khan would
emerge as the true nationalist leader, after ZA Bhutto, who was awaited
by the nation.
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Strife

The growing threat of
sectarianism in Malaysia
Julia Roknifard

When the new Malaysian government came to power in May 2018, it made
several moves indicating that it would not pursue a policy of favouring one foreign power over another, especially in the Middle East. The new leadership
was eager to assert that they will allow neither Riyadh, nor Tehran, to drag
Kuala Lumpur into their regional squabbles. But just over a year later, it appears
the desired balance has proved impossible to maintain.
The recent escalation of tension between Iran and its American and Arab
adversaries has stirred sectarian sensitivities not only in the region but also
miles away in Southeast Asia, and caused Malaysia, a country with a predominantly Sunni population of 31 million, to once again get sucked into the foreign
rivalries.
Back in 1996, the Fatwa Committee for Religious Affairs in Malaysia issued
a religious opinion recognising Sunni Islam as "the permitted form of Islam" in
the country and branding Shia Islam as "deviant". In doing so, it prohibited the
Shia Muslim community, which has around 250,000 members, from spreading
their beliefs and allowed Malaysian security forces to raid Shia gatherings.
During this time, calls for the eradication of Shia Islam became a regular
component of Friday sermons in many Sunni mosques and persecution of Shia
Muslims became commonplace across Malaysia. By outlawing Shia Islam the dominant religion in Iran - Malaysia aligned itself openly and firmly with
Tehran's main regional rivals, Riyadh and Abu Dhabi. This, in turn, encouraged
the anti-Shia prejudices of the public and allowed sectarian tensions to fester
among the general population. It also enabled the spread of Saudi Wahhabist
beliefs among Malaysian Muslims.
Riyadh's influence over Malaysia and the public's anti-Shia sentiment increased further in 2009 when Najib Razak became prime minister and began
cosying up to the kingdom. In the 2010s, anti-Shia sentiment in Malaysia
reached its peak as a result of the Syrian civil war, which was often inaccurately
presented in the public sphere as a clash between Sunni and Shia forces. The
media, even public-owned channels, would often demonise the Shia community, spreading false information about their practices and accusing them of
conspiracies.
In 2016, activist Amri Che Mat was forcefully disappeared in the northern
state of Perlis after he had been accused of "spreading Shia beliefs" by a local
mufti. Recently, the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) concluded an investigation which found that "agents of the state" carried out the
enforced disappearance. Malaysia eventually also got involved directly in one
of the Middle Eastern conflicts with a clear sectarian dimension. In 2015, Najib
joined the Saudi-led coalition fighting the Iran-backed Houthis in Yemen and
sent Malaysian troops without obtaining prior approval from the cabinet.
The political tide started to turn when the 1MDB scandal toppled Najib's
government. Riyadh was accused of not only playing a role in the scheme, but
also helping to cover it up. When Pakatan Harapan (PH), the coalition headed
by Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, came to power in May 2018, it immediately demonstrated that it has no interest in siding with Riyadh and Abu Dhabi
against Tehran by shutting down the Saudi-backed King Salman Centre for International Peace (KSCIP) and pulling its troops out of Yemen.
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With these two groundbreaking moves, the members of the new government made it clear that they were recalibrating Malaysia's foreign policy - as
they had pledged before their ascent to power - and were stepping out of
Riyadh's zone of influence. Despite the new government's best efforts, the antiIranian sentiment in Malaysia has proven too strong to beat. Even though
Malaysian public was made aware of Saudi Arabia's role in the country's corruption scandal, its ever-improving relations with Israel, its role in the Yemen
war, and its attempts to whitewash China's persecution of the Uighurs, they
have refused to see beyond the sectarian propaganda they have been fed for
decades and reasses their support for Riyadh or their blind condemnation of
anything related to Shia Islam or Iran.
Efforts to address sectarianism in the country repeatedly fell on deaf ears,
and at times even faced threats of violence. On July 10, for example, a seminar
on sectarianism organised by the International Institute of Advanced Islamic
Studies, a Kuala Lumpur-based think-tank, was called off over a bomb threat
made on an anti-Shia group on social media.
The Facebook group named Gerakan Banteras Syiah (an Anti-Shia Movement), where the bomb threat was made, had over 19,000 followers at the time
of writing and it is only one of the dozens of Malaysian social media pages
dedicated to anti-Shia hatred.
Earlier in May, members of a charity group which distributed leaflets in
Kuala Lumpur on the life and deeds of Imam Hussain, the grandson of Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH), were accused of trying to spread Shia Islam. Although
they were reportedly Sunni, they told local media that they had received threats
of violence online.
Instead of taking measures to guarantee the security of the group, the
Malaysian police said it will work with religious authorities to stop them, demonstrating that it embraced the sectarian beliefs of the general public.
Some mainstream Malaysian media organisations have continued to
demonstrate similar biases. They also favour Saudi Arabia over Iran in their
coverage. In late April, for example, Malaysia's Defence Minister Mohamad
Sabu made a working visit to Iran, but the story barely received any coverage
other than short, matter-of-fact reports. And when an Iranian delegation visited
the Malaysian Parliament on July 4, some media outlets reported on claims
that the visit was proof of Shia Islam "spreading its wings to the Malaysian parliament". Meanwhile, the local media widely covered Malaysian Sultan Abdullah and Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah's July visit to Saudi Arabia. Many
media reports on the visit even mentioned the "special relationship" and "fraternal bond" between the two countries. No matter how much Malaysia's new
government tries to stay out of sectarian squabbles in the Middle East and to
focus on its policy towards Japan and China, the country's demographic makeup, and the Middle Eastern powers, which view it as an important ally and a lucrative market, pull it back in.
If the new government fails to send a clear message to both Riyadh and
Tehran that it would not be part of their cold war and take swift action to end
sectarian sentiments of the population, Malaysia may pay the price and become a new front line for sectarian confrontation.
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Conflict

Israel's scramble for Africa:
Selling water, weapons and lies
Ramzy Baroud

For years, Kenya has served as Israel's gateway to Africa. Israel has been
using the strong political, economic and security relations between the two
states as a way to expand its influence on the continent and turn other African
nations against Palestine. Unfortunately, Israel's strategy seems, at least on
the surface, to be succeeding - Africa's historically vocal support for the Palestinian struggle on the international arena is dwindling.
The continent's rapprochement with Israel is unfortunate, because, for
decades, Africa has stood as a vanguard against all racist ideologies, including
Zionism - the ideology behind Israel's establishment on the ruins of Palestine.
If Africa succumbs to Israeli enticement and pressure to fully embrace the Zionist state, the Palestinian people would lose a treasured partner in their struggle
for freedom and human rights.
Regrettably, Africa's solidarity with Palestine started to erode in the 1990s.
It was in those years that the US-sponsored peace process gained serious
momentum, becoming the Oslo Accords and other agreements that normalized
the Israeli occupation without giving Palestinians their basic human rights. With
many meetings and handshakes between beaming Israeli and Palestinian officials featuring regularly in news media, many African nations bought into the
illusion that a lasting peace was finally at hand. By the late 1990s, Israel had
reactivated its ties with a whopping 39 African countries. As Palestinians lost
more land under Oslo, Israel gained many new vital allies in Africa and all over
the world. Yet Israel's full-fledged "scramble for Africa" - as a political ally, economic partner and a client for its "security" and weapons technologies - didn't
fully manifest until recently.
On July 5, 2016, Benjamin Netanyahu kick-started Israel's scramble for
Africa with an historic visit to Kenya, which made him the first Israeli prime minister to visit Africa in the last 50 years. After spending some time in Nairobi,
where he attended the Israel-Kenya Economic Forum alongside hundreds of
Israeli and Kenyan business leaders, he moved on to Uganda, where he met
leaders from other African countries including South Sudan, Rwanda, Ethiopia
and Tanzania. Within the same month, Israel announced the renewal of diplomatic ties between Israel and Guinea.
The new Israeli strategy flowed from there. More high-level visits to Africa
and triumphant announcements about new joint economic ventures and investments followed. However, diplomatic and economic efforts to win over
Africa soon proved insufficient for Israel's prime minister. So, he succumbed
to rewriting history to improve Israel's standing on the continent. In June 2017,
Netanyahu took part in the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), held in the Liberian capital, Monrovia. "Africa and Israel share a
natural affinity," Netanyahu claimed in his speech. "We have, in many ways,
similar histories. Your nations toiled under foreign rule. You experienced horrific
wars and slaughters. This is very much our history." With these words, Netanyahu attempted not only to cover the ugly face of Zionist colonialism and
deceive Africans, but also rob Palestinians of their history.
Despite Netanyahu's blatant lies about "similar histories", Israel's charm offensive in Africa went from success to success. In January this year, for example, Chad, a Muslim-majority nation and central Africa's geo-strategically most
important country, established economic ties with Israel. As it tried to establish
itself as a partner to African nations, Israel did make some contributions that
benefited Africans, such as delivering solar, water and agricultural technologies
to regions in need. However, these contributions came at a significant cost.
When, for example, in December 2016, Senegal co-sponsored UN Security
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Council Resolution 2334, which condemned the construction of illegal Jewish
settlements in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem, Netanyahu recalled Israel's ambassador to Dakar and swiftly cancelled the Mashav drip-irrigation projects - The projects had previously been "widely promoted as a
major part of Israel's contribution to the fight against poverty in Africa.” Israel
not only used projects like these to punish African nations when they failed to
give blind support to Israel in international forums, it also used this new relationship to turn Africa into a new market for its arms sales.
African countries such as Chad, Niger, Mali, Nigeria, and Cameroon,
among others, became clients of Israel's "counterterrorism" technologies, the
same deadly tools that are actively used to suppress Palestinians in their ongoing struggle for freedom. And all this as Israel continues to champion the
same racist, colonial mindset that enslaved and subjugated Africa for hundreds
of years. This fact seems to have escaped African leaders who are lining up to
receive Israeli handouts and support in their precarious "war on terror". Moreover, barefaced anti-African racism that defines mainstream Israeli politics and
society also seems of no consequence to the growing Israel fan club in Africa.
Many African governments, including those of Muslim-majority nations, are
now giving Israel exactly what it wants - a way to break out of its isolation and
legitimize its Apartheid. "Israel is making inroads into the Islamic world," said
Netanyahu during the first visit by an Israeli leader to Chad's capital, Ndjamena,
on January 20, 2019. "We are making history and we are turning Israel into a
rising global power."
Palestinians and Arabs, of course, share some of the blame in all of this for
abandoning their African allies in a fruitless chase after US-Western promises
of a peace that never actualized. Arab politics have massively shifted since the
mid-1970s. Not only are Arab countries no longer speaking in one voice and,
thus, have no unified strategy regarding Africa or anywhere else, but some
Arab governments are actively plotting with Tel Aviv and Washington against
Palestinians. The Bahrain economic conference, held in Manama on June 2526, was the latest case in point.
The Palestinian leadership has itself shifted its political focus away from the
global south, especially since the signing of the Oslo Accords. For decades,
Africa mattered little in the limited and self-serving calculations of the Palestinian
Authority. For the PA, only Washington, London, Madrid, Oslo and Paris carried
any geopolitical importance - a deplorable political blunder on all accounts. But
this historical mistake must be remedied before Israel's success story denies
Palestinians any leverage in Africa and throughout the rest of the global south.
Yet, despite its many successes in luring African governments to its web of
allies, Israel has failed to tap into the hearts of ordinary Africans who still view
the Palestinian fight for justice and freedom as an extension of their own struggle for democracy, equality and human rights. True, Israel has won the support
of some of Africa's ruling classes, but it has failed to win the African people,
who remain on the side of Palestinians. Throughout my 10-day visit to their
country, Kenyans from all walks of life showed me their support for Palestine
in the most uplifting, authentic and natural ways.
Palestine will always be close to the heart of all Africans because of the
painful, proud history of colonialism and resistance that we share. With that in
mind, Palestinians should wake up to the fact that Israel is actively trying to
rewrite their history and deprive them of the solidarity of peoples that perhaps
understand their plight much better than most. This would be a moral injustice
that must not be allowed to prevail.
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Your View
The current account deficit

Energy conservation
The independent power producers’ (IPP) high profits are again in the
limelight as we have signed a one-sided contract in which we cannot
even question the charged heat-rate. The IPPs were supposed to be
of “highest” efficiency design and lowest cost of fuel (which is the
major tariff cost component) and yet we have no clue why our power
generation costs are so high. If only the IPPs power was generated
efficiently and our actual costs of supplied power reflected the high

The reduction in current account deficit is small and cannot
end the nation’s economic difficulties. It is disappointing that
the trade deficit narrowed by a modest 13.6 per cent. Exports
remained flat while imports declined by a mere $3.017 billion
from $51.467 billion in previous year to $ 48.450 billion this
year. The imposition of duties on imports as well as weaker
rupee has not helped in compressing imports. Despite shortage of dollars, the government follows a liberal import policy

efficiency of combined cycle power plants, our energy situation
would have been different and the infamous circular debt would have
been basically non-existent except the affect of power theft. A possible US role in advising/contributing solutions to our self-created energy problems is also being discussed. If now we follow the obvious

whereby every type of luxury and unnecessary consumer
goods are being dumped into the country. The affluent class
consuming such non-essential imports can afford to pay
higher prices. It is imprudent to leave the consumption of foreign items to the good sense of the people or expect them to

route of energy conservation which has resulted in competitive
power tariffs in the US, we should be well on the way to very high,
thermal efficiencies in many industrial and commercial installations
through the combined heat and power technology. The United States

refrain from buying imported items when these are available in
plenty in the market. The government has to play its role instead of leaving the matter to market dynamics. It must stop
the import of luxury foreign items, say for two years, including

has wide experience of this efficient technology with more than
100,000MW capacity installed. If only we had continued to follow a
similar approach of high efficiency utilisation of our precious natural
gas, our energy situation would have been very different. Believe it
or not, even now natural gas, sanctioned by SSGC and SNGPL, is
supposed to be used for efficient processes and yet, there is no one
to ensure energy conservation and high efficiency. Most air-condi-

those being produced locally, to bring about a drastic reduction in the import bill. This step can correct the unmanageable
trade deficit and further narrow down the current account
deficit from the present $12.678 billion to $3-4 billion. The target is achievable if non-essential imported items are put in the
negative list. Would the economic planners pay heed to this?
Arif Majeed

tioned buildings, especially those operating round-the-clock, should

Karachi

have been based on combined heat and power systems which would
have resulted in very high thermal efficiencies (in excess of 70 per
cent) but who really cares? We need to correct this situation urgently
as we cannot afford to continue with this wasteful approach.
AAZA
Karachi

The ICJ verdict and Indian media
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) verdict on the Kulbhushan
Jadhav case is being hailed as a great diplomatic victory for the
country by Indians. However, ignoring the hyper-nationalism and
patriotic sentiments on both sides of the border, it is important to

Fake Pirs

take a step back and analyse the majority opinion in an unbiased

In almost every Urdu newspaper, mostly in their Sunday issues, I
see a number of advertisements by so-called ‘aamils’ and ‘pirs’
claiming possession of several ‘uoolm’ to solve problems of human
beings. There is no doubt these so-called aamils are fake. If they
are able to solve all problems of human beings, they would have
first solved their own financial problems and wouldn’t resort to such
advertisements.
I do not understand how such otherwise big and prestigious newspapers accept such advertisements for publication. They are not

and non-partisan manner. India made a host of claims challenging
the military court decision. Not only did it demand a right to consular
access for its spy under the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations (VCCR), but it also requested the ICJ to annul the military
court’s verdict, release and safe passage of Jadhav, and a plea for
retrial in civilian court. Although India has been granted consular
access, yet all other requests have been turned down. The court
has rightly pointed out that Jadhav’s conviction and sentence are
by no means a violation of the VCCR. The ICJ’s verdict is a stern

expected to be so financially weak that they are compelled to pub-

lesson for Hindu hardliners in India. The Indian government might

lish such advertisements for financial gains. Aren’t there moral and

be able to bend the law and courts in occupied-Kashmir according

ethical standards for publication of advertisements? Isn’t it the gov-

to its whim; it cannot go scot-free by playing proxies and sabotag-

ernment’s responsibility to see that the public is not defrauded?

ing peace in its neighbouring country.
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Planting trees could buy more time to
fight climate change than thought

Ancient humans used the moon as a
calendar in the sky

Susan Milius

Rebecca Boyle

A whopping new estimate of the power of
planting trees could rearrange to-do lists for
fighting climate change.
Planting trees on 0.9 billion hectares of land
could trap about twothirds the amount of carbon released by human activities since the start of the Industrial Revolution,
a new study finds. The planet has that much tree-friendly land available for
use. Without knocking down cities or taking over farms or natural grasslands,
reforested pieces could add up to new tree cover totaling just about the area
of the United States, researchers report. The new calculation boosts tree
planting to a top priority for gaining some time to fight climate change, says
coauthor Tom Crowther, an ecologist at ETH Zurich. The study used satellite
images to see how densely trees grow naturally in various ecosystems. Extrapolating from those images showed how much forest similar land could
support. Plant a mix of native species, he urges. That will help preserve the
birds, insects and other local creatures.
The analysis revealed space to nourish enough trees to capture some 205
metric gigatons of carbon in about a century. That’s close to 10 times the
savings expected from managing refrigerants, the top item on a list of climate-fighting strategies from the nonprofit Project Drawdown, a worldwide
network of scientists, advocates and others proposing solutions to global
warming. The benefit of tree planting will shrivel if people wait, the researchers warn. Earth’s climate could change enough by 2050 to shrink the
places trees can grow by some 223 million hectares if the world keeps emitting greenhouse gases as it does now, the analysis suggests.
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The
sun’s
rhythm
may
have set the
pace of each
day, but when
early
humans
needed a way to
keep time beyond a single
day and night,
they looked to a second light in the sky.
The moon was one of humankind’s first timepieces long before the first
written language, before the earliest organized cities and well before
structured religions. The moon’s face changes nightly and with the regularity of the seasons, making it a reliable marker of time. “It’s an obvious
timepiece,” Anthony Aveni says of the moon. Aveni is a professor emeritus of astronomy and anthropology at Colgate University in Hamilton,
N.Y., and a founder of the field of archaeoastronomy. “There is good evidence that (lunar timekeeping) was around as early as 25,000, 30,000,
35,000 years before the present.”
When people began depicting what they saw in the natural world, two
common motifs were animals and the night sky. One of the earliest known
cave paintings, dated to at least 40,000 years ago in a cave on the island
of Borneo, includes a wild bull with horns. European cave art dating to
about 37,000 years ago depicts wild cattle too, as well as geometric
shapes that some researchers interpret as star patterns and the moon.
For decades, prehistorians and other archaeologists believed that ancient
humans were portraying what they saw in the natural world because of
an innate creative streak.
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Too much social media a depression risk for teens
Robert Preidt
Too much social media might be too much for the mental well-being of
teenagers, new research suggests.
The more that teens used social media and watched television, the greater
their risk of depression, the study found. "Our research reveals that increased time spent using some forms of digital media in a given year predicts depressive symptoms within that same year," said senior study author
Patricia Conrod, a professor of psychiatry at the University of Montreal. According to the study co-author Elroy Boers, "Social media and television are
forms of media that frequently expose adolescents to images of others operating in more prosperous situations, such as other adolescents with perfect
bodies and a more exciting or rich lifestyle." Boers is a post-doctoral researcher in the department of psychiatry at the university. The study included
nearly 4,000 Canadian teens who were followed between ages 12 and 16.
Each year, the teens provided information about their amounts of four different types of screen time: social media, television, video gaming and computer use.
The teens also completed questionnaires on various depressive symptoms
over the four years of the study. Higher-than-average social media use and
time in front of the television were associated with more severe symptoms
of depression. And the more time teens used social media and watched TV,
the more severe their depression symptoms, the findings showed. Higher
levels of video gaming and computer use weren't associated with depression
symptoms. The findings could prove useful in preventing depression in

teens, the study authors said. "Regulating teens' social media and television
use might be one way to help young people manage depressed mood or
vulnerability to depressive symptoms," Conrod said in a university news release. A child psychiatrist said the findings call for due diligence from parents. "Adolescents' social media and television use should be regulated to
prevent the development of depression and to reduce existing symptoms,"
contends Dr. Victor Fornari. He's vice chair of child & adolescent psychiatry
at Zucker Hillside Hospital in Glen Oaks, N.Y.

Happiness may be the key to living longer, healthier
Dennis Thompson
Happiness may truly be some of the best medicine available to us, a new study
suggests.
People happy with themselves and their well-being tend to live longer and
healthier lives than those who are perpetually down in the dumps, British researchers report. Women in their 50s who reported enjoying their lives had a
projected live expectancy of nearly 37 more years, compared with just 31 years
in those who felt depressed and unhappy in their lives, according to researchers
with University College London. The same went for men in their 50s -- guys
who were happy had a life expectancy of 33 more years, compared with about
27 years for miserable men.
Happier men and women also tended to age more gracefully and enjoy more
years free from disability or chronic disease, the investigators found. The new
study is "one of many that are pointing in the same general direction, that people who are happier and more optimistic and have a higher degree of life satisfaction, they tend to be healthier and they tend to live longer," said James
Maddux, a professor emeritus of clinical psychology with George Mason University in Fairfax, Va. He had no role in the study. For the study, the researchers
analyzed survey data from nearly 9,800 participants in the English Longitudinal
Study of Ageing. The information was collected between 2002 and 2013, and
average age was 64.
The team specifically looked at each participant's report of "subjective wellbeing" -- essentially, how much they are enjoying their life and how they feel
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about their own health and mood. Nancy Mramor, a psychologist in Pittsburgh
who specializes in health, stress and wellness, said, "It's the perception of how
well you are, not the actual fact of how well you are." Mramor wasn't involved
in the study. The researchers then tracked participants to see how well their
sense of their own well-being jibed with their actual health. People with a more
positive outlook not only tacked more years onto their life, they also tended to
enjoy better health, the results showed.
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Film

Only You

The Edge

Mark Kermode

Mike McCahill

Here’s something special – a terrifically engrossing drama about two wholly believable
characters, made with the kind of wit, honesty
and raw emotional intimacy that pierces right
to the heart of their relationship. Vividly rendered, and filled with tangible yearning, it
strikes a balance between romantic passion
and mundane domesticity, as the skin-prickling
attraction of new love is tested by the day-today tribulations of real life. At the heart of the
film’s charms are a pair of flawless performances by Laia Costa and Josh O’Connor, both
superbly directed by writer-director Harry
Wootliff in her very impressive feature debut. Costa, who did such breathtaking work in the one-take German drama Victoria, is Elena, a Spanish émigré living in Glasgow. Stumbling home from a New Year’s Eve party, she
finds herself sharing a cab with fresh-faced postgrad-student-cum-DJ Jake,
played with wide-eyed charm by Josh O’Connor, the arresting star of God’s
Own Country. One thing leads to another and they wind up back at Elena’s
flat, where Jake compliments her vinyl collection (“it was my dad’s …”) and
they dance to a classic cut from Elvis Costello’s Blood & Chocolate album.
“How old do you think I am?” she asks when he tells her he’s 26. “My age,
or maybe older … 28?”

Gwen
Cath Clarke
William McGregor’s debut feature is an eerie hybrid of gothic
drama and social realism. It
comes on like a chilling mystery-horror in the tradition of
The Innocents, as a string of
calamities befall a woman and
her two daughters fighting to
keep their farm in 19th-century north Wales. Is some kind of ghostly phenomenon at work? Or, isolated and alone, are the women slowly going
mad? McGregor adds a further layer of ambiguity with the possibility that
this is a story about female oppression and the struggle of the poor.
Gwen is set in 1855 in Snowdonia, as slate mining pushes out farming
as the predominant way of life. Eleanor Worthington-Cox (The Enfield
Haunting) plays teenager Gwen whose father is away fighting in the army.
Her mother Elen (Maxine Peake) is hard and angry, although her grieffilled glances at her daughters when they’re not looking hint that she
hasn’t always been like this. One morning, the family wakes up to find
their sheep have been slaughtered. Next, the horse is lamed. Worse,
Elen has epilepsy. There is ugliness in the responses at chapel when she
has a fit mid-sermon. A predatory smile dances across the face of a powerful local mine owner who has been eyeing up Elen’s land.
The wildness of Snowdonia is broodingly shot by McGregor (who directed
episodes of Poldark) and cinematographer Adam Etherington; the elemental soundtrack of howling wind and whispering trees nicely contrasts
with the sparse script.
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The stars align around certain releases. Landing days
after the extraordinary
scenes at the Cricket World
Cup final at Lord’s, Barney
Douglas’s documentary account of the reinvention of
English cricket under the
aegis of coach Andy
Flower and captain Andrew Strauss is almost as well-timed as a Joe Root
cover drive.
That World Cup final demonstrated how, at its best, this sport writes its
own outlandish script. What Douglas underlines – defying decades of
film-making indifference – is that cricket can be cinematic: at once
widescreen (the Sky archives have been raided for aerial shots of packed
stadiums in sun-dappled locales) and closeup in its duels between batsmen and bowlers. Unpredictable, too: some intriguing turn in this narrative
elevates the film a notch or two over standard sports-doc fodder.
It’s primarily, Douglas realises, a matter of squad management. England’s
rise to No 1 in the rankings is described firsthand by the flinty Flower, circumspect Strauss and key personnel (droll James Anderson, larky
Graeme Swann), each deployed, as on the pitch and in their subsequent
media careers, to find some new angle on the often grinding and convoluted business of five-day cricket.

The Wedding Guest
Peter Bradshaw
Film-maker Michael Winterbottom has always
been a powerhouse of
ideas and a uniquely valuable presence in the
British industry – this prolific and eclectic director
has taken on every kind of
genre. (Maybe the nearest
American equivalent is Steven Soderbergh.) Recently, he had great successes with his terrific music movie On the Road (2016), his Russell
Brand documentary The Emperor’s New Clothes (2015), and The Trip,
the foodie-travel comedy series with Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon.
Now as writer-director he returns to a theme he has explored in the past:
the UK’s connection with south Asia, with an interesting but ultimately
disappointing drama-thriller. It has an intriguing premise and a gripping
first act. But the ending fizzles when it should explode, giving us neither
the twisty and suspenseful entertainment that it seemed to promise, nor
the serious response to politics in Pakistan. Yet the initial scenes are laid
out with enormous elan and a tremendous flair for location work.
Dev Patel is Jay, a British guy who shows up in Pakistan as a wedding guest at an arranged marriage involving UK resident Samira
(Radhika Apte).
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The Science of Likability

The Lying Game

Patrick King

Ruth Ware

100% scientific and proven ways to
make friends quickly, turn enemies into
friends, gain trust, and be flat-out likable. Some of the most interesting,
shocking, and counterintuitive scientific
conclusions to simply make people
want to be around you. In The Science
of Likability, you'll get all that and more.
It takes 27 seminal scientific and psychological studies and breaks them
down so you can use their findings to
your advantage. Every piece of advice
in this book to increase your social
standing and likability factor is 100%
backed by in-depth, peer-reviewed research. Learn how subconsciously
make yourself seem likable, trustworthy, and intelligent. You can get a
new haircut and wardrobe, and you even learn funny jokes. But likability
is something more. It's subconscious, and it's the small signs that signal
our brains to let their guards down and embrace others. Learn what
common sense and intuition doesn't teach you. Analysis and insight
from the best in the business.

The text message arrives in the small hours
of the night. It’s just three words: I need you.
Isa drops everything, takes her baby daughter and heads straight to Salten. She spent
the most significant days of her life at boarding school on the marshes there, days which
still cast their shadow over her. At school Isa
and her three best friends used to play the
Lying Game. They competed to convince
people of the most outrageous stories. Now,
after seventeen years of secrets, something
terrible has been found on the beach.
Something which will force Isa to confront
her past, together with the three women she
hasn't seen for years, but has never forgotten. Theirs is no cosy reunion:
Salten isn't a safe place for them, not after what they did.

The Rules of Magic
Alice Hoffman
For the Owens family, love is a
curse that began in 1620, when
Maria Owens was charged with
witchery for loving the wrong man.
Hundreds of years later, in New
York City at the cusp of the sixties,
when the whole world is about to
change, Susanna Owens knows
that her three children are dangerously unique. Difficult Franny, with
skin as pale as milk and blood red
hair, shy and beautiful Jet, who can
read other people's thoughts, and
charismatic Vincent, who began
looking for trouble on the day he
could walk. From the start Susanna
sets down rules for her children: No
walking in the moonlight, no red shoes, no wearing black, no cats, no crows,
no candles, no books about magic. And most importantly, never, ever, fall
in love. But when her children visit their Aunt Isabelle, in the small Massachusetts town where the Owens family has been blamed for everything that
has ever gone wrong, they uncover family secrets and begin to understand
the truth of who they are. Back in New York City each begins a risky journey
as they try to escape the family curse. The Owens children cannot escape
love even if they try, just as they cannot escape the pains of the human
heart. The two beautiful sisters will grow up to be the revered, and sometimes feared, aunts in Practical Magic, while Vincent, their beloved brother,
will leave an unexpected legacy. Thrilling and exquisite, real and fantastical,
The Rules of Magic is a story about the power of love reminding us that the
only remedy for being human is to be true to yourself.
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Someday
David Levithan
The sequel to the New York Times bestseller
Every Day, soon to be a major motion picture
starring Angourie Rice. Every day a new
body. Every day a new life. Every day a new
choice. For as long as A can remember, life
has meant waking up in a different person's
body every day, forced to live as that person
until the day ended. A always thought there
wasn't anyone else who had a life like this.
But A was wrong. There are others. A has already been wrestling with powerful feelings
of love and loneliness.

The Art of Making Money
Denis Cauvier
Do you ever wonder what makes some people
rich and successful while others are destined to
struggle their whole lives? The difference is in their
attitude toward money. It is important to look within
and examine the issue that is stopping you from
becoming wealthy. This book has a unique approach. Instead of just giving the reader the usual
do’s and don’ts of managing money – which it
does in very clear, actionable terms – this invaluable book walks readers through the psychology
of money. Follow the easy steps laid out in this
book and learn how you’ve been holding yourself
back. Once you’ve done that, the rest will fall into place, and the worries pertaining to money, will be a thing of the past. The Art of Making Money is a simple,
step-by-step guide for everyone. It contains lots of simple checklists, self-directed
exercises and tips. It demystifies the secrets of making money while providing
proven strategies for the average person to painlessly create wealth.
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