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Economics

One year of
miss-hits
Shahid Hussain

Prime Minister Imran Khan has completed one year in office. His critics
accuse him of taking U-turns on election promises while his sympathizers have still high hopes of him despite facing the hardest times of
their lives.
His critics term the poor economy his biggest blunder after Pakistan’s currency has lost 35pc of its value in one year of the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government. He is taunted for reneging on his
promise to fix Pakistan’s economy without taking foreign loans while
his government has broken all previous records by borrowing $16b in
just one year, the highest ever external borrowing in any fiscal year
since Pakistan’s creation in 1947. Over the last year, Pakistan’s economic growth rate has also halved - down to 3.3 percent, the lowest in
nine years. Prime Minister Imran Khan is also accused of silencing the
opposition through the National Accountability Bureau (NAB).
Before blaming Prime Minister Imran Khan for the poor state of
economy, one should look at economic indicators before he took office.
Pakistan’s current account deficit stood at $2.12 billion in July, 20018,
according to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The current account
deficit, a major source of concern for the past couple of years, narrowed down 72pc to $600 million in August 2018, compared to the previous month because of a notable drop in imports. Imports slowed
down 19pc to $4.47 billion in the first month of the PTI government as
compared to $5.49 billion in July, 2018.
Pakistan’s total debt and liabilities had surged sharply and touched
Rs29.861 trillion or 86.8 percent of GDP till June 30, 2018, indicating
that each individual living in the country owed Rs144,256 on account
of the increasing debt burden, according to the SBP. External debt and
liabilities had peaked to $95.097 billion on June 30, 2018, posing a serious threat to the country on repayment of its foreign obligations. The
external debt servicing consumed $7.479 billion in fiscal year 201718. The SBP data showed that total debt and liabilities had gone up to
Rs29.861 trillion on June 30, 2018, against Rs25.109 trillion in June
2017, indicating that the total debt increased by Rs4.752 trillion in financial year 2017-18 alone.
The circular debt in the energy chain, which stood at Rs105 billion
at the end of Pervez Musharraf’s tenure in 2008, had ballooned to
Rs1.18 trillion on July 31, 2018. It was despite the fact that the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government had paid Rs480 billion to independent power producers (IPPs) in December 2013. Gas
companies were on the verge of collapse when the PTI came to power.
The indicators prove the party cannot be blamed for the economic
problems of the country. It can best be accused of not fully realizing
the situation and acting fast. Otherwise, all indicators show Pakistan
was heading to default.
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There is no doubt that the country’s economic outlook has sharply
deteriorated over the past year. Growth remained 3.3pc in the last fiscal year, compared with 5.2pc the previous year. It is forecast to 2.4pc
in the new financial year. Inflation is likely to rise to 11-13pc during fiscal year 2019-20, according to official forecasts. In its annual budget
statement, the government said that it had expected a fiscal deficit of
7.1pc this year, down from 7.2pc the previous year. Faced with large
fiscal deficit, higher inflation and lower GDP growth, the government
has unveiled an aggressive plan for revenue generation through newer
taxes and increased tax rates in the budget. Subsidies have also been
withdrawn. The foreign exchange rate has been linked to market dynamics because of which the rupee has devalued significantly in the
government of Prime Minister Imran Khan. Energy costs have also
gone up and the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has hiked policy rates.
Prices of all essentials have almost doubled after the rupee devaluation against the dollar and hike in electricity and gas tariff. Medicine
rates have increased by 15pc on paper, but they cost much more than
it. The government’s policies have only hurt the common people and
more adjustments mean more trouble for them. Pakistan’s debt and liabilities skyrocketed to Rs33.3 trillion at the end of 2018, with an addition of Rs3.4 trillion in six months. By December, total losses of
public sector enterprises had surged to Rs1.6 trillion, a net addition of
Rs192.6 billion or 13.8pc in six months.
Almost all industries and traders in the country are resisting taxation measures of the government. It has set an ambitious revenue target of Rs5,555b for the current fiscal year, which is not only difficult to
achieve but also has offended businesspeople.
It is a fact that Prime Minister Imran Khan had inherited an economy, which was on the verge of collapse but his attempts to revive it
have only overburdened the common people. He had to receive massive loan to pay back interest on loans received by PPP and PML-N
governments. The past governments failed to take timely decisions for
political gains and the result was that almost all national institutions
were making heavy losses when his government took power in August
last year.
Despite the setbacks, people have still not lost hope from the government and believe it will improve its performance in coming days,
because Prime Minister Imran Khan is not corrupt and is working diligently to improve lives of the common people. As regards NAB cases
against leaders of the two mainstream opposition parties, all were registered when they were archrivals. Not a single case has been registered against any leader in the PTI government, except a drug case
against former Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah, who was arrested
by the Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) on a tip-off from a Western country.
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Politics

The Senate surprise
Nasim Ahmed

The Senate no-confidence vote results took
everyone by surprise. In the 104-strong House, 53
votes were needed for the first-ever no-trust motion against a Senate chairman to succeed. But
the motion got only 50 yes votes from the 100
present in the House.
It may be added here that out of the total of
104 senators, 64 belong to the opposition parties
and 36 to the government and its allies. Forty-five
Senators rejected the motion while five had their
votes rejected. Thus, the no-trust motion fell short
of three votes. But in actual fact, the defections
from the opposition’s ranks totalled 14.
Initially, 64 senators stood up in a show of support for the no-confidence resolution against Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani. The heavy
thumping of desks appeared to be an open endorsement of the opposition’s move to dethrone
Mr. Sanjrani, leading to an easy win for their candidate, Senator Mir Hasil Bizenjo. But the mood abruptly changed after the
results of the secret ballot were announced: the no-trust move had failed
and Mr. Sanjrani had maintained his position by three votes.
The final results showed that 14 senators had voted against the decision of their leadership by resorting to what was described as deliberate
betrayal - by either wasting their votes or directly voting against the motion.
Naturally, the treasury benches rejoiced while the opposition cried foul.
Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly Shahbaz Sharif and
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari vowed to
hold accountable those within their parties who had “sold their conscience”
and “harmed democracy” for their personal interests. Mr. Bizenjo squarely
laid the blame for his defeat on the DG ISI, an allegation without proof and
denied by the ISPR, the media wing of the army.
In a wider context, the failure of the Senate no-trust move shows how
fragile the opposition unity is. This is not the first time that this so-called
unity has stood exposed. At the very outset, a potential grand alliance of
no less than 11 opposition parties had turned out to be a non-starter when
the Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) had failed to agree on joint candidates to fight Imran Khan and Dr.
Arif Alvi for the offices of Prime Minister and President, respectively. On a
number of occasions thereafter, the opposition tried to forge unity in their
ranks against the government, but to no avail.
Defections are not unknown in our political context. Many a time in the
past this has happened. And the gainer has always been the incumbent government. Whatever the reasons — pressure from the powers that be, monetary inducements, a genuine distrust of their own leadership, or even ties
with those across the aisle — for the opposition senators to go against their
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word, “horse-trading” is very much part and parcel of how the game of politics
is played here. And it is a game that should be familiar enough to the PPP —
that had earlier reposed its trust in Mr Sanjrani during his election as Senate
chairman — and the PML-N. Both of them have played such games before.
This time the government and its allies knew how to play the game,
and they managed to thwart the opposition challenge. Balochistan Chief
Minister Jam Kamal was especially active during his mission to Islamabad
where he held meetings with members of the Senate in his bid to convince
them to rise above party lines and vote according to their conscience. Sanjrani himself canvassed hard against the no-trust vote. In going about the
task what helped him was his excellent performance as the Senate chairman. The impartial and elegant manner in which Sanjrani has conducted
the proceedings of the Upper House is something that must have weighed
with the opposition members who voted for him.
There is an element of poetic justice inherent in the whole situation.
The parties, which are levelling charges of horse trading in the Senate
elections, in their own days, indulged in horse trading and refused to reform the system despite persistent demands from the opposition. Rank
opportunism is the rule rather than the exception in our politics. This is
best illustrated by the composition of the incumbent government in which
former Musharraf and PPP loyalists dominate.
As is well-known, the leadership of the country’s two major political parties is family-based and dynastic in nature and they mostly work to advance their selfish goals, ignoring the larger national interests. There is no
democracy within the party and the rank and file, who are treated as dumb,
driven cattle. No wonder, party men turn coat whenever an opportunity
arises. This happened during the Senate no-trust vote.
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Exploration

Reko Diq case: Where
did we falter?
Nasim Ahmed

After seven years of trial in the Reko Diq case, the World Bank’s investment
tribunal has awarded damages to the aggrieved party, Tethyan Copper
Company (TCC). Pakistan, which had in 2017 failed to establish its case
on why the company was denied the mining lease in 2011, has a $6 billion
penalty to pay.
It may be recalled here that the case started in September 2009, when
the Pakistan government and Tethyan Copper Company (TCC), a Canadian and Chilean joint venture, got into a row over the multibillion-dollar
Reko Diq copper and gold mining project. The controversy started after
TCC got a certification of proven copper and gold reserves at the project
site from an international firm and was poised to kick off commercial mining. Following the finding that the Reko Diq project area, located in Chagai
district of Balochistan, had vast deposits of copper and gold, several players showed interest in getting a slice of the pie, complicating the issue.
The Reko Diq area falls in the same belt that starts from Turkey and
Iran and then enters Pakistan. TCC had got a licence for exploring copper
and gold over some area of the belt. In a feasibility report submitted to the
Balochistan government, it had projected that the Reko Diq project would
have a turnover of over $60 billion over a period of 56 years. The projection
was based on a price of $2.2 per pound of copper and $925 per ounce of
gold in the year 2009. The price could vary with the rate of gold, which has
now jumped to around $1,280.2 per ounce in the international market.
The mine has an estimated reserve of 11.65 million tons of copper and
21.18 million ounces of gold. Reko Diq had also attracted the Metallurgical
Corporation of China (MCC), which was already working on the Saindak
gold and copper mining project in Balochistan. The Chinese company entered the race to get the Reko Diq contract, but did not succeed.
Subsequently, the controversy deepened and the case landed in the
International Court of Arbitration. The judgment of the tribunal was not unexpected. It may be recalled here that in March 2017, the presiding tribunal
determined that Pakistan had violated several clauses of its bilateral investment treaty with Australia by denying a mining lease to the consortium
that had conducted the exploratory work in the area. The company had invested five years and a reported $220m before submitting a feasibility
study and an expression of interest to commence mining operations back
in 2011. But the company was denied a mining lease after it had made the
investment to discover the resource and prepared a commercial feasibility
study of its extraction.
In 2007 the Balochistan High Court heard a case involving allegations
of wrongdoing. The high court upheld the grant to the Tethyan Copper
Company. But, in 2013, the Supreme Court struck down the lease. The International Arbitration Court began hearing the case in 2012, when the
Balochistan government denied the TCC’s application to convert its exploration licence into a mining licence. The TCC claimed it was its right as per
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the agreement under which the exploration work was carried out. Even at
this point, an out-of-court settlement would have been possible, and the
deal could have been rescued because it lay within the executive’s domain.
It may be pointed out here that in its judgment, the Supreme Court had
cited examples from other international tribunals which found that “where
an investment results from the commission of crimes such as fraud or
bribery, the tribunal possesses both the ability and the obligation to prevent
the investor from benefiting from the rights under the relevant bilateral investment treaty”. However, what has happened in the present case is that
fraud and bribery had been alleged but not proven.
The challenge now is to deal with the fallout from a $5.9bn penalty imposed by the international court. As things stand, experts are of the opinion
that Pakistan is in no position to challenge the ruling but can petition
against the amount awarded. That will give the country at least one year
before the award is implemented. In the given circumstances, a reasonable
way out for both parties would be to strike a compromise deal. In the meanwhile, the TCC has come out publicly in favor of reaching a bargain, and
the federal government has also welcomed the company’s willingness to
negotiate.
The government should spare no effort to reach an amicable settlement
in order to send a positive message to international investors. Learning
from the Reko Diq case, the authorities concerned in Pakistan should undertake a comprehensive review of Pakistan’s policy and institutional landscape for mineral development and remove the anomalies in order to
address the concerns of prospective international investors.
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Graft

NAB’s widening
radar
Muhammad Hassan

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Vice President and daughter
of disgraced Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Maryam Nawaz, has been arrested after the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had found fresh
evidence of corruption against her. New documents suggest life will become even more difficult for the Sharif family.
The opposition, as usual, termed it political victimization by the government. Yousaf Abbas Sharif, nephew of Nawaz Sharif, was also arrested in the same case. The NAB had issued summons for Maryam
Nawaz and her brothers, Hassan and Hussain Nawaz, for corrupt and
fraudulent practices in the Chaudhry Sugar Mills case. She appeared
twice before the investigators, but failed to satisfy them. Nawaz Sharif’s
another nephew, Abdul Aziz, was also questioned. They are share holders in the mills and are accused of laundering money and possessing
assets beyond known sources of their income. Almost all Sharif family
members are accused in the case. They include Nawaz Sharif, Shahbaz
Sharif, Maryam Nawaz, Hamza Shahbaz, Yousuf Abbas, Abdul Aziz
Abbas and others.
Maryam’s arrest comes at a time when the NAB has found fresh evidence of several telegraphic transfers (TTs) from the Hill Metal Establishment (HME), a steel mill in Saudi Arabia, to her account. According to the
evidence, over 85pc of the declared profit of the Hill Metal Establishment
went to former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, of which a share was "gifted"
to his daughter, Maryam. Nawaz and his sons had been accused in the
Al-Azizia/Hill Metal Establishment reference and he was given a sevenyear sentence in the case. The reference pertained to the Sharifs being
unable to justify the source of funds provided to set up the Al-Azizia Steel
Mills and Hill Metal Establishment (HME) in Saudi Arabia.
An important factor, which remained unexplored in the reference, was
that payments were made to Maryam by HME. A Joint Investigation Team
(JIT), set up on the order of the Supreme Court in the Panama case, had
identified some payments made to Maryam, but their details could not
be available earlier. The fresh evidence includes the Form R, in which
the beneficiary takes ownership that the money being transferred is in
their knowledge and is coming for a specified purpose. It includes a TT
of Rs14 million to Maryam’s MCB account in 2008, in which the purpose
specified was “investment,” another TT for Rs19 million and one more in
2016 of Rs9.9 million from HME to her Habib Bank account in the bank’s
Jati Umrah Sharif Education City branch. The evidence against the owners of the sugar mills came to the fore during an investigation against
Shahbaz Sharif and his sons, Hamza and Salman, in money laundering
and income beyond means cases.
An Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE) team is also interrogating
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in Kot Lakhpat jail in the Pakpattan
shrine land illegal allotment case. According to the case, Nawaz, as the
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Punjab chief minister, had allegedly allotted property attached to the
shrine of Baba Fariduddin Ganj Shakar in Pakpattan, illegally. The NAB
has also launched a money-laundering probe against former Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar. It claims it has found concrete evidence against Dar
about his alleged involvement in money laundering. The NAB has already seized Rs500 million from different accounts of Ishaq Dar and his
palatial house in Model Town, Lahore.
Meanwhile, Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Accountability,
Shahzad Akbar has once against dared PML-N President Shahbaz
Sharif to sue him and the Daily Mail over a story exposing his family’s alleged embezzlement in foreign aid given by the United Kingdom for 2005
earthquake victims. “Shahbaz Sharif has lodged mere a complaint to the
newspaper instead of filing a lawsuit,” he told a press conference.
In a related development, the NAB claims to have unearthed assets
worth more than Rs500b belonging to Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
senior leader Khursheed Shah. The accountability watchdog has acquired documents, which show assets of more than Rs500b belonging
to the PPP leader registered in the name of his alleged frontmen. “Shah
has opened 105 banks accounts in his and family members’ names in
Karachi, Sukkur and other cities,” a NAB official said. The properties were
made in Sukkur, Rohri and Karachi, according to the documents, which
also reveal that Glamour Bungalow, Junejo Flour Mills, Mukesh Flour
Mills and 83 other properties were made in the name of Shah’s frontman,
Pehlaj Rai. Moreover, 11 properties are registered in the name of another
frontman, Lado Mall, and 10 properties in the name of Hussain Soomro.
A recovery of Rs2.12b from a suspect in the fake bank accounts case
as part of a plea bargain is also being seen as a “breakthrough” after an
accountability court approved it between suspects linked to the Sindh
Nooriabad Power project company and the NAB. The fake bank accounts
case involves alleged money laundering worth billions of rupees through
29 accounts, which were opened in three banks — Summit Bank, Sindh
Bank and United Bank Ltd. The Federal Investigation Agency has named
PPP leaders Asif Ali Zardari, his sibling Faryal Talpur, Omni Group Chairman Anwar Majeed, his sons and over 10 others as suspects in an interim charge-sheet filed in a banking court. The case was transferred
from the banking court in Karachi to the accountability court of
Rawalpindi for trial in March this year.
According to NAB, it has so far recovered a record Rs326b from corrupt elements and deposited the amount into the national exchequer. It
expects a recovery of around Rs9-10 billion in few weeks. It is a fact that
NAB’s performance has markedly improved in the PTI government,
which allows critics to easily blame a nexus between the two to target
the opposition. It will have to take concrete measures to dispel the impression.
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Trafficking

Sham marriages
in Pakistan
Muhammad Ali

World Day against Trafficking in Persons is observed on July 30 every
year to create awareness of the situation of victims of human trafficking
and for the promotion and protection of their rights. According to the
United Nations Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, almost a third of
all human trafficking victims worldwide are children. The report also highlights that women and girls comprise 71pc of human trafficking victims.
The report comes at a time when Pakistan is battling the trafficking of
women, especially Christians, to China in the name of marriage. In an article, the European Foundation for South Asian Studies (EFSAS) sheds
light on how Chinese men, especially those from poor rural areas who do
not have the means to pay the high bride price demanded by Chinese
women’s families, resort to “importing” women from poor neighboring
countries such as Myanmar, Vietnam, and Pakistan. However, these
women, who in most cases are from even more impoverished rural areas
themselves, are often lured by the promise of a better life in China, only
to find themselves victims of human trafficking, not only for being forcefully
married, but for the purposes of prostitution as well.
According to International Labour Organisation, around 21 million people are victims of forced labour globally, out of which a significant number
are victims of human trafficking. While Pakistan, China and India are in
the top ten for the countries which have the highest number of trafficking
victims, as per the reports of the US Department of States, Bangladesh
has been ranked in the tier 2 watchlist. The country does not completely
meet the minimum standards outlined in the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act (TVPA) of 2000 which is required to combat trafficking in persons. But
the country has been making considerable efforts to do so by initiating
the National Plan of Action and investigations. The UN General Assembly
adopted the Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, urging governments worldwide to take coordinated and consistent measures
to defeat the menace in 2010.
According to EFSAS, organized crime rings on both sides of the border
have been taking advantage of the China-Pak friendship, by exploiting the
high demand for women in China and the appalling situation of women
from marginalized minorities and communities in Pakistan. Illegal marriage
centres, set up by both Pakistani and Chinese matchmakers, have been
luring women primarily from Pakistan’s Christian community, into marriages with supposedly good, wealthy, Christian Chinese men. Once married, the brides are sent to China with their new husbands, and reports
from such brides expose a horrifying pattern of abuse and forced prostitution on behalf of their Chinese husbands. Testimonies show that after marrying in Pakistan and moving to China with their new husbands, brides are
treated violently, often times sequestered by their husbands, and exploited.
According to a Voice of America (VoA) report, Muqadas Ashraf was
16 years old when her parents forced her to marry a Chinese man who
had come to Pakistan looking for a wife. Less than five months later,
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Muqadas is back in her home country and pregnant. She is seeking a divorce from a husband she says was abusive. Muqadas is one of hundreds
of poor Christian girls trafficked to China. The market for wives has grown
quickly in Pakistan since late last year, activists say. Sometimes, Christian
clergy members help the traffickers in exchange for money. The clergy
will find very poor parents and promise them wealth in return for their
daughters. Parents receive several thousand dollars. They are told that
their new sons-in-law are wealthy Chinese Christians. But most of the
men are neither wealthy nor Christian. That information comes from several brides, their parents, an activist, church leaders and government officials.
Most girls do not agree to the marriages. Instead, they are forced into
them. Once the girls arrive in China, they find themselves alone in rural
areas. They may face abuse and be left without any way to communicate
with family back home or the Chinese around them.
Human Rights Watch called on China and Pakistan to take action to
end trafficking. It warned in a statement of “increasing evidence that Pakistani women and girls are at risk of slavery in China.” Recently, the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) arrested eight Chinese nationals and four
Pakistanis in raids in the Punjab in connection with trafficking. The Chinese embassy said that China was cooperating with Pakistan to act
against illegal trafficking centers. Rights activists in Pakistan began to see
increased numbers of Pakistani-Chinese marriages in October, 2018.
Since then, an estimated 750 to 1,000 Pakistani girls have been married
to Chinese men. Pakistan’s small Christian community, centered in the
Punjab province, is an easy target. There are about 2.5 million Christians
in the country’s majority Muslim population of 200 million. Christians are
among Pakistan’s poorest people.
Some of the men seeking wives are from among tens of thousands of
Chinese workers living in Pakistan. They work on projects connected to
China’s Belt and Road Initiative. This effort has strengthened ties between
the two countries in recent years. Other men search directly for Pakistani
wives from China. They present themselves as Christians, but church
leaders involved in the deals do not ask for any proof of it. They pay on
average $3,500 to $5,000, including payments to parents, church leaders
and a dealer.
Christian clergy leaders receive money from dealers to find brides for
Chinese men. Gujranwala has been a special target of dealers. More than
100 local Christian women and girls have recently been married to Chinese nationals. Reportedly, a group of pastors work with a private Chinese
marriage dealer.
The instances of the marriages have reduced considerably after the
media highlighted the issue, which alerted law enforcement agencies to
act. Pakistan will have to ensure its minorities are protected against exploitation.
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Debacle

The Senate upset
Muhammad Zain

Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani survived a no-trust motion after 14
members of the opposition either voted against their own resolution or
deliberately wasted their votes. The fiasco has created rifts among the
opposition and significantly weakened it against the government which
has gained immensely and become stronger.
The opposition accused the government of buying loyalties of its members. The losing candidate, Mir Hasil Bizenjo, even accused some national institutions of interfering in the vote to ensure his defeat. But it was
without any substance or evidence. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), the two main opposition
parties, accused each other of deliberately siding with the government to
extract favours for their leaders. According to the opposition’s estimates,
at least nine senators of the PML-N, three of the PPP and two of the
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-F) of Maulana Fazlur Rehman, who was desperate to dislodge the Senate chairman, voted against their own parties.
Sixty-four members of the opposition rose in their seats to approve
the motion seeking permission to move the no-trust motion against Sanjrani submitted by leader of the opposition in the house, Raja Zafarul
Haq. However, when it came to secret balloting, only 50 of the opposition
senators voted in favour of the resolution. Five votes were declared void
which, had been wrongly stamped on purpose. Four of them bore stamps
in both boxes — one in favour of and the other against the resolution. It
was still a close call as the opposition merely fell short of three votes to
send Sadiq Sanjrani packing. In all 100 out of the 103 members attended
the session and cast their votes. Chaudhry Tanvir of the PML-N, accused
of holding 600,000 kanals of land in the name of his servants, was
among the three absentees, who included Sirajul Haq and Mushtaq
Ahmad of the Jamaat-i-Islami, which had already announced its decision
to abstain.
Later, leader of the house in the Senate, Syed Shibli Faraz, moved a
motion seeking permission to move a no-confidence resolution against
Deputy Chairman Saleem Mandviwala. The motion was carried as 34
members voted in its favour by rising in their seats. In a strategic move,
the opposition decided to stay away from voting. Thirty-two votes were
polled in favour of the resolution which was eventually rejected.
After the upset, opposition leaders vowed to expose the elements responsible for the failure. Leader of the opposition in the National Assembly, Shahbaz Sharif, and PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari held a
meeting to discuss what had gone wrong and how to proceed further.
Talking to reporters, Bilawal Bhutto said action would be taken against
the senators who had defied the party policy and frustrated the move.
“We will look into our party to see which of our members came under
pressure or sold their conscience. Some petty senators stabbed their
parties in the back, we will take them to task,” he remarked. Shahbaz
Sharif said the joint opposition would work to identify those who had sold
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their conscience and expose them. He said the individuals had weakened democracy and the parliamentary system.
Though both parties have formed their fact-finding committees to
identify the defectors and suggest a punitive action against them, yet the
members of the committees have little hope for success. It is said the
mistrust between the two parties existed from the day they had submitted
the no-trust motion. In one of the meetings, a PML-N senator sought clarification from PPP leaders over a reported meeting between former President Asif Zardari, who is in National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
custody, and a top property tycoon a night before the voting to discuss
as to how the move could be thwarted. The PPP leaders, however, had
categorically refuted the reports. Similarly, after several complaints
against the PML-N senators for not turning up in the opposition meetings,
PPP’s parliamentary leader in the Senate, Sherry Rehman, approached
Shahbaz Sharif through former Speaker Ayaz Sadiq to ensure their attendance. She also criticised PML-N’s Khawaja Asif over his remarks on
a TV channel against PPP senators holding them responsible for the debacle.
In fact, the PML-N expected at least four of its senators to vote
against the motion. The PPP was also aware of meetings of its senators
with people from the government. People in both parties believe the defectors had the backing of their respective leadership. The third opposition party, the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), which was overly keen
for the success of the no-trust move, is demoralised. Its chief, Maulana
Fazlur Rehman, has not spoken a word on the debacle due to frustration.
The Senate fiasco has caused serious distrust between the two main
opposition parties, with leaders from both PPP and PML-N suspecting
each other of foul play. They accused each other of playing a “dirty game”
during the secret vote. PML-N’s Khawaja Asif and PPP’s Sherry Rehman
even made their “distrust” public by issuing statements accusing each
other of damaging the opposition’s unity. Yet the two parties have a unanimous view that there is a need for changing the rules of no-trust resolution against the Senate chairman or deputy chairman. They also hoped
that the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) would back them as it was
part of its manifesto.
Morally and theoretically, the opposition should have won the Senate
motion. It would not have made much difference for the government or
the opposition. Before analyzing the causes of the failure of the no-trust
motion and playing the blame game, first the circumstances under which
Sadiq Sanjrani was elected the Senate chairman must be considered.
The opposition had voted in his favour because it aimed to gain favours
for their leaders, who are facing corruption charges. The no-trust motion
was moved in frustration after failure to get relief. However, the failure of
the no-confidence move appears to be another request for relief.
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Conflict

Kashmir in turmoil
Shahid Hussain

The Indian government’s outrageous move to revoke the special status
of occupied Jammu and Kashmir has renewed tension between India
and Pakistan. It has not only jeopardized peace in the region but also
in the world.
The decision has come weeks after US President Donald Trump offered mediation on the issue. The offensive proves the struggle of Kashmiris for their right to self-determination has become difficult to handle
for India. The US President’s offer of mediation also proved to be an
eyewash as the American reaction to India’s hostile action in Kashmir
has disappointed Pakistan. He even failed to help maintain the old status
of the disputed territory and condemn New Delhi’s move, which is
against resolutions of the United Nations on the issue. It was also an insult to the US but its interests in the region forced it to keep quiet. The
US State Department spokesperson issued a feeble statement on the
matter, leaving out Pakistan. Instead, it appeared to support the Indian
government’s outrageous claims, observing “the Indian government has
described these actions as strictly an internal matter.” If it was an internal
issue of India, why was the US President willing to mediate?
Analysts fear that the Indian action could further complicate the dispute that has been on the United Nations agenda for over 70 years but
its resolutions have remained unimplemented. India’s other motives behind the move are to change the demography of the Muslim-dominated
region and consolidate control over it. It is feared tensions between
India and Pakistan are set to aggravate after the development, especially if they lead to intensification of the uprising in Kashmir. India, despite maintaining around 700,000 troops in the nearly
38,700-square-mile valley and committing some of the worst human
rights abuses against the majority Muslim population, has not been able
suppress their struggle for freedom from the illegal occupation. The
movement has instead gained momentum since the killing of freedom
fighter Burhan Wani by the Indian troops in 2016.
Pakistan has decided to counter the illegal Indian action of revoking
the autonomous status of the occupied valley and Prime Minister Imran
Khan has started reaching out to world leaders to take them into confidence on the implications of New Delhi’s move for regional peace and
stability. In his conversation with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, PM Khan said India’s illegal actions to modify the special status
of India-held Kashmir would have serious implications for regional
peace and security. President Erdogan, according to the PM Office,
shared his concern over the situation and assured him of Turkey’s
steadfast support. In his telephonic contact with Malaysian Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, he said the Indian move may deteriorate the peace and security of the region and would further undermine
the relations between the two neighbours with strategic capabilities. In
its reaction to India’s annulling Article 370 of its Constitution that gave
an autonomous status to the occupied territory, Pakistan Foreign Office
said,” As a party to this international dispute, Pakistan will exercise all
possible options to counter the illegal steps.”
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The offensive was expected as the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had promised to end the autonomous status of India-held Kashmir and integrate the valley into the union in its election manifesto. Although the BJP had always been averse to Kashmir having a special
status, yet it could not revoke it earlier because of its reliance on allies
during its past stints in power. The 2019 elections gave the BJP a decisive majority, enabling it to implement its long-time plan. Before revoking the Article 370, New Delhi had deployed tens of thousands of
additional troops to counter protests. Key Kashmiri political leaders
were put under house arrest, tourists were evacuated, Amarnath Yatra
(pilgrimage to a Hindu cave shrine), was cancelled and the Internet
service in Kashmir was suspended.
Besides its moves in held Kashmir, India has attempted to provoke
Pakistan by firing cluster ammunition on civilian populated areas of
Azad Kashmir. The use of cluster bombs on the Neelum Valley caused
multiple fatalities and injuries to several others, including children. Over
the past few years, besides a spike in terms of intensity of ceasefire
breaches, India has also resorted to calibre escalation and air space
violations along Line of Control (LoC). The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) confirmed that on the night of July 30 and 31, the Indian
army targeted the civilians in the Neelum Valley through artillery using
cluster ammunition, which led to martyrdom of two civilians, including
a four-year old boy, and injuries to 11 others. The ISPR, the media wing
of the army, also released pictures of scattered munitions as well as
those of the victims. According to Azad Jammu and Kashmir’s State
Disaster Management Authority (SDMA), the number of casualties increased to four as another civilian fell victim to the shelling, whereas
one of those wounded succumbed to injuries at hospital. The SDMA
put the number of wounded in shelling incidents at 40. Pakistan will not
remain silent for long on the use of cluster bombs against its civilian
population and the world must intervene to stop India form worsening
the situation.
The Indian government has dismissed feelings of the locals and international opinion by revoking the special status of the occupied territory. The move aims to achieve political gains, but it could backfire. The
development has united people and leaders of occupied Kashmir. While
leaders of freedom fighter, such as Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
and JKLF head Yaseen Malik, have openly challenged India in the region, some erstwhile loyalists of India have also rejected the move to
annex Kashmir. Mehbooba Mufti, former Chief Minister of Indian-held
Kashmir, termed it “the darkest day in Indian democracy” while Omar
Abdullah, another former chief minister, also slammed the move.
Analysts say the coercive measures will give a fresh impetus to the
struggle of Kashmiris for freedom from India. Pakistan will have to serve
as their mouthpiece to muster support for them at international level. It
must exhort Muslim countries to pay heed to the plight of Kashmiris and
play their due role in resolving the issue. The international community
must not sit idly by, as the issue could threaten world peace.
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Assessment

PML-N’s indictment
Husnain Shahid

The World Bank has identified causes behind Pakistan’s poor economic performance in its latest report. Covering the last three years of
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government, it reached
a conclusion that Pakistan lacks a consolidated system for recording
and reporting its debt and there is also no mechanism to regulate public assets that results in discrepancies and non-reconciliation of hundreds of billions of rupees worth of funds.
The final draft report of the Public Expenditure and Financial Accountability Assessment (PEFA) 2019 of the World Bank has pointed
out glaring deficiencies in the management of government assets and
liabilities. It also pointed out that Pakistan’s budget has lost its credibility and the public finance management system has also deteriorated.
It has downgraded the country’s ranking on almost all 31 fiscal management-related indicators during the PML-N tenure. The findings reflect extremely poor performance of the Ministry of Finance that failed
to carry out its responsibility and let the fiscal rules violated. The report
indirectly blames the PML-N for the fiasco, as the ministry was being
run by its favourite minister and bureaucrats.
When compared with a similar assessment of the World Bank in
2012, the country fared poorer on almost all indicators and seven key
pillars. There were hardly two indicators where the score improved
while on the other two the score remained unchanged. In 2012, the
country had secured five A grades – the highest score – but in the 2019
assessment there was not even a single indicator where it got A. Pakistan lost the highest score on critical indicators like classification of
budget, comprehensiveness of budget information, transparency in
inter-governmental fiscal operations, participation in the budget process
and predictability of direct budget support. In 2012, the country got only
six Ds and D plus but the lowest score reached a staggering 13 in 2019,
reflecting extremely poor performance of the Finance Ministry. In 2012,
there were 10 Cs, average score – a figure that stood at eight in 2019.
Pakistan was assigned the lowest score D on the indicators of reliability of budget due to higher-than-budgeted expenditures and low revenue collection, extent of unreported government operations, public
access to key fiscal operations, effectiveness of internal audit, lack of
information about service delivery, poor quality and timeliness of annual
financial statements, public assets and investment management, and
revenue administration. The problems that have been identified in the
report also remain largely unaddressed even today. The report acknowledged the importance of the 18th Constitutional Amendment that “reasserted the federalist character of the Pakistani state”, which set the
stage for provincial governments to improve local-level participation.
Meanwhile, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has said Pakistan’s
GDP growth had deteriorated to 3.3pc in fiscal year 2018-2019, which
was the lowest in last 8 years. According to its report, the lowest rate
was a result of weak performance across the board. Rising twin deficits
in the fiscal and current accounts weigh on Pakistan’s outlook, it added
that inflation in Pakistan almost doubled from 3.8pc in the same period
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of FY2018 to 7.2pc in FY2019. Pakistan’s GDP growth remained lower
as compared to the other countries of South Asia. Whereas Indian GDP
growth has projected at 7pc during FY2019 and growth in Bangladesh
accelerated from 7.9pc in FY2018 to 8.1pc in FY2019 with faster growth
in industry and services. Similarly, GDP growth in Nepal accelerated
from an upwardly revised 6.7 percent in FY2018 to 7.1pc in FY2019.
However, Pakistan’s GDP growth recorded at only 3.3pc in FY2019.
According to the report, developing Asia will maintain strong but
moderating growth over 2019 and 2020, as supportive domestic demand counteracts an environment of global trade tensions. In a supplement to its Asian Development Outlook, the ADB maintains growth
forecasts for developing Asia at 5.7pc in 2019 and 5.6pc in 2020 which
is unchanged from its April forecast. These growth rates are slightly
down from developing Asia’s 5.9pc growth in 2018. Excluding the newly
industrialized economies of Hong Kong, China; the Republic of Korea;
Singapore; and Taipei, the regional growth outlook has been revised
down from 6.2pc to 6.1pc in 2019 and maintained at that rate in 2020.
Though the World Bank has blamed the Finance Ministry of poor
performance, yet it has, in fact, indicted the last PML-N government
for Pakistan’s financial ills. The report covers three fiscal years, from
2015-16 to 2017-18, but the bureaucrats responsible for executing the
functions still occupy their positions in the Ministry of Finance. The issues identified in the report remained unaddressed even in the last fiscal year 2018-19, which was the first year of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government.
The PTI government should learn from the mistakes of the PML-N
to improve Pakistan’s economy and lives of its people. The government
claims the worst is over, yet the economy continues to face many challenges. Prices of essentials continue to rise on a daily basis. Inflation
in July rose by 10.34pc. It was the highest in 68 months, which puts
the public under greater financial pressure. Compared to the last year,
inflation has almost doubled. And compared to June this year, inflation
has gone up from 8.9pc to double digits. A steady hike in petroleum
prices and electricity and gas tariffs is directly responsible for the jump
while the new tax measures will also contribute to it throughout the
year.
Food inflation has increased to 9.2pc per annum, which means
there are serious reasons to worry about the impact of the economic
slowdown and inflation on hunger and malnutrition in the country. The
cost of education, clothing, utility supplies and health has increased
by over 8pc, which means affordable living is not going to be available
anytime soon.
The PTI government has completed one year of its five-year term.
It cannot continue to blame the past governments for Pakistan’s problems for long. It should act fast to mitigate the suffering of the people.
Shopkeepers have increased prices unilaterally and there is no mechanism to check them. The PTI should activate price control magistrates
in provinces where it is in power to provide relief to people.
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Crisis

Robbing Kashmir of
special status
Raza Khan
Eventually, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government of the radical
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in India has repealed the special status of Indian-held Kashmir by revoking the Article 370 A of the Indian Constitution.
The special status of Indian occupied Kashmir, enshrined in the Article 370,
has been revoked through a presidential proclamation. This move of the Modi
government is of extreme importance and virtually would have large-scale
consequences.
The foremost implication of the ending of the special constitutional status
of Indian-held Kashmir (IHK) is that India has given up its legal and moral
position of claiming Kashmir as part of the union. Herein lies the profound
significance of the move to scotch the peculiar Constitutional status of Kashmir, therefore, the BJP government has chosen to cross the Rubicon. It is
important to note that the BJP government of Prime Minister Modi has not
taken the decision to revoke the special status of Kashmir prematurely. When
the BJP last formed it government in 2014, it had unequivocally declared that
it had plans to change the special status of Kashmir. As the BJP a couple of
months back retained power by winning a majority in the lower house or Lok
Sabha, it seems to have got emboldened by getting a huge mandate to take
its radical agenda forward. The foremost objective of it is to practically make
Kashmir an integral part of India and the revocation of the special status is a
step in the direction.
The Article 370 gives a special status to the state of Jammu and Kashmir
within the Indian state structure. The special status primarily provides to the
Kashmiris the power to decide which of the laws made by the Indian Parliament could be extended to the state. In this context, it is indeed a very important provision of the Constitution. Former Chief Minister and Kashmiri
leader Omar Abdullah, on one occasion, reacting to the BJP plans to revoke
the special status of Kashmir, had said, "Either the Article will remain on the
statute book, or Kashmir won't be a part of India." Now when the radical BJP
government has revoked the special status of Kashmir, the region no longer
has any link with New Delhi because the inclusion of the Kashmir region in
the Indian Union in 1947 was very much conditional and that primarily envisaged not changing its peculiar status, which was protected by the Indian Constitution.
The revocation of the special status of Kashmir by the BJP government
would bode ill for the relations of residents of the state and India. The inhabitants of the state already have strong anti-India feelings due to unabated
state repression and large-scale underdevelopment and resulting poverty
and unemployment in Kashmir. In the situation the move by the BJP, which
is infamous for its Hindu revivalist agenda, the government would be received
unfavourably in the Muslim majority population of Kashmir. Already, protests
by the Kashmiris for independence from the Indian rule have reached their
peak and an ever-growing number of the region’s residents are taking to the
street. India, despite deploying more and more troops, is seemingly unable
to crush the Kashmiris’ desire for freedom. In the situation, revoking the special status of Kashmir would be explosive. The Kashmiri organizations, fighting for freedom, would step up their activities and it would make the situation
worst.
On the other hand, the move by the Narendra Modi government to end
the special status of Kashmir would further bruise New Delhi relations with
Islamabad. Pakistan is a significant party to the Kashmir dispute and any
change of the status of Indian-held Kashmir, which is a still a very much dis-
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puted territory, must derail normalization of ties between the two states.
Against the backdrop, the recent endeavours by Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan to put strained relations between India and Pakistan back on
track have received a big blow. In Pakistan, even those who wanted to see
relations between Pakistan and India improve, must be thinking that in such
a situation it may not be possible. So, the ultimate victim of putting an end to
the special status of Kashmir by the BJP government is peace in South Asia.
Abrogating the special status of Kashmir by the BJP government is rooted
in its desire to fully integrate the state into the Indian Union. From the BJP’s
ultra nationalistic, at times chauvinistic, standpoint this makes sense. A party
and its ideological allies, like the Rashtraya Swaymek Sangh (RSS), India is
not merely a state but ‘Maha’ (Mother India) and no part of it could be severed, particularly those that are still part of the state. Therefore, whether constitutionally or legally, the BJP government could not repeal the special status
of the state of Jammu & Kashmir within the Indian Union as enshrined in the
Article 370, politically it would like to affect such a change.
The BJP’s decision to abrogate the special status of Kashmir is also an
act of frustration because despite debating the suggestion for years it could
not become a popular demand in India or even Kashmir despite state repression and atrocities on inhabitant Muslims of Kashmir, so that they could be
pressurized to ultimately accept any change in their region’s status. Even
pro-India Kashmiri politicians, like former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and
all other Kashmiri leaders, like Mehbooba Mufti, have rejected the move to
abrogate the Article 370, what to talk of a common Kashmir, which has suffered great injustices and repression at the hands of the Indian state.
Omar Abdullah very rightly said: "You want to strengthen the State-Centre
relationship but this is not the way. This will further widen the gap between
the people of the state and the rest of the country which you will understand
very soon. I can understand the political compulsion of the BJP, but first focus
on other promises. The first attack is on Jammu and Kashmir." An argument
which the BJP has been protruding to change the special status provision of
the Constitution is that the provision and the state subject laws were a hindrance to the development of Kashmir. However, this is totally a wrong argument because, for instance, one subject laws that no outsider could purchase
land and property in Kashmir has been quite protective of the rights of Kashmiris.
If the state lacked in development it has been because of the prevailing
situation and the presence of seven hundred thousands Indian troops, who
every now and then unleash violence on Kashmiris for their struggle for independence from the Indian rule and withdrawal of the Indian forces. Before
the eruption of militancy in 1989, nobody complained of such a thing. Factories were being set up everywhere but nobody questioned the state subject
laws.
Although for a radical party, like the BJP, changing the special status of
Kashmir is part of an agenda but nevertheless, to deflect the blame the party
leadership has protruded the justification that the Article 370 is a hindrance
to the development of Jammu & Kashmir. In this regard, the BJP leaders
have cited the state’s subject laws which prevent outsiders from purchasing
property in the state. In fact, the state subject laws were aimed at protecting
the interest of the largely-poor residents of Jammu & Kashmir.
So, the revocation of the special status of Kashmir is the beginning of the
end of a great crisis in the South Asian region.
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Peace

Decisive US-Taliban talks
Raza Khan

The eighth and potentially decisive round of talks between the United States
and the Afghan Taliban to end 18-year-long multi-wave conflict in
Afghanistan could result in an agreement by September 1, which may have
a salubrious impact on the region but could also have serious implications
for the stability of Afghanistan as well as that of the surround states.
While these lines were being written, the eighth round of talks was going
on in the Qatari capital Doha in which the US side was led by President Donald Trump’s Special Adviser on Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, and the
Afghan Taliban by the organization’s co-founder, Abdul Ghani Birader. The
round of talks was considered as decisive as even the recalcitrant Afghan
Taliban have declared that 80 percent of the issues between the two sides
have been resolved. It is important to note that recently US President Trump
even said that he wanted to see an early end to the war in Afghanistan.
However, it is important to note that Washington has unequivocally stated
that it is not going to pull out all of its forces from Afghanistan at once. This
is the main bone of contention between the two sides as the Afghan Taliban
have been demanding the declaration of an early and prompt time-frame by
Washington for the withdrawal of all its forces from Afghanistan. While on
his recent visit to Islamabad, Zalmay Khalilzad said that the presence of US
troops in Afghanistan was not without conditions and the withdrawal of the
forces won’t be unconditional.
It is important to note that the two main conditions of the US for the Taliban have been to renounce and completely disown Al-Qaeda, which
claimed the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the US mainland, killing more than 3000
people. Secondly, that the Afghan Taliban shall cease fire. The two conditions are not that stringent that the Taliban won’t accept them.
Insofar as the first demand of Washington is concerned, one thinks that
the Taliban would have no problem to renounce Al-Qaeda. In fact, since the
ouster of the Taliban regime by the US blitzkrieg in late 2001, there has not
been a strong link between the Afghan Taliban and Al-Qaeda. Most of the
Al-Qaeda leadership shifted to Pakistan where most of its top commanders
were arrested or killed, like the 9/11 mastermind, Khalid Sheikh. Even on
the death of Al-Qaeda founder, Osama bin Laden, in a US Special Operations Forces (SoF) operation in Abbotabad, Pakistan, on May 2, 2012, the
Taliban had not expressed any strong reaction, rather any reaction at all,
and only had dubbed Osama as a “mujahid.” It is also important to note that
without Dr. Aiman Al Zawahiri, the present Al-Qaeda head, all the top leadership of the organization has been killed by the US, especially in drone attacks in Pakistan and Afghanistan, and the outfit does not have a strong
command and control structure in either of the countries. In such a situation,
when Afghan Taliban founder Mullah Omar and Al-Qaeda founder Osama
are no longer there, Afghan Taliban’s present command could be easily
made to earnestly renounce Al-Qaeda.
The condition of ceasefire by the Afghan Taliban could only be met when
the US would also declare to reduce its troops’ presence in Afghanistan. Already, there has been an agreement that in the first phase Washington
would reduce its troops’ level from 14,000 to 8,000 in Afghanistan as a quid
pro quo for the Taliban halting hostilities, particularly terrorist attacks. So far,
the Taliban may not have agreed to ceasefire for six months or any other
length of time because it may give time to the Afghan National Security
Forces (ANSF) and US troops to come out of the pressure which the insurgents have build on the battlefield. However, the Taliban cannot refuse to
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agree to a ceasefire because for any meaningful strides towards peace in
Afghanistan are dependent on the Taliban readiness to stop fighting, at least
temporarily. Importantly, Taliban interlocutors stated that if Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE would give guarantee, the militia could agree to a
ceasefire. This is indeed a tangible development and could be build on in
the next rounds of negotiations between the two sides.
However, a very important aspect of the peace agreement in Afghanistan
would be a breakthrough among the warring or other parties regarding the
future setup in the country. The Taliban, after years of intransigence not to
talk to authorities in Kabul, have finally agreed to hold talks with representatives of the Afghan government. The talks may be held in near future. In
this regard, the Taliban stance seems to be quite tricky as they argue that
once there is an agreement between Washington and their command in the
second phase, there would be intra-Afghan dialogue.
Because, once the US has declared or would have pulled out troops from
Afghanistan, it would be extremely difficult for the warning Afghan factions
and the Kabul government to successfully reach an agreement about the
future dispensation of Afghanistan and how to go about establishing such a
dispensation. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani has already clarified that there
would be no return to an “emirate” and Afghanistan would remain a republic.
The Taliban have been desirous of making Afghanistan an emirate with a
radical group like it taking the reins of the state. But Afghan President Ghani
and the entire state infrastructure is too weak to hold its own in the face of
a touch challenge from the Taliban and once the US troops would have withdrawn, who have had kept the Afghan government afloat, Afghan authorities
would find it impossible to keep the Taliban from what they want.
The talks for the future governmental setup in Afghanistan are concerned that the Taliban must have negotiated the point because the political future of the militia also depends upon the negotiations. Yes, it is very
much understandable that the Taliban would not show much flexibility on
the point at once in order to gain as much state power as possible for it.
The Taliban also understand that they have to share power with other
stakeholders in the would-be political dispensation in the country as they
cannot realistically claim to be the only stakeholder in the Afghan state
structure. This is very much evident from the fact that the Taliban predominantly comprise a Pashtun ethnic group while other key ethnic groups including Tajiks, Uzbeks and Turkemen while Hazaras also have important
stakes in the Afghan state and governmental structure. If the Taliban do
not recognize the claims and share of other stakeholders, it is tantamount
to prolonging the Afghan conflict unnecessarily, which may reduce the importance of the Taliban over time.
On the other hand, many observers believe that the Taliban statement
of not striking any deal for a ceasefire or discussing the future governmental
setup may just be meant for its foot soldiers and members, who are not in
favour of striking a peace deal with the US or Afghan government. There
may be some element of truth in this line of argument because it is quite difficult for the top commanders of the Taliban to strike a deal with Kabul or
Washington, with so much vitriolic anti-US and anti-Kabul sentiments present within the files.
Against the backdrop, if a peace deal is reached by Washington and the
Taliban in the coming days, it would be a historic moment and may result in
an end to an old conflict and crisis in Afghanistan.
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Strategy

Reviving a sick
economy
Muhammad Jahangir

The economic picture is one of confusion and listlessness. There are both
green and red lights flashing. On the one hand, the tax base has expanded
from 1.4 million to 2.2 million taxpayers. However, the tax receipts at the
start of the fiscal year against the yearly target of Rs 5.5 trillion are disappointing. The target is to take the number of taxpayers up to 4 million as
early as possible.
In the absence of the desired growth in industry, exports and investment, it is unlikely that the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) would be able
to meet its revenue collection target of Rs 5.5 trillion, which could trigger
a cycle of even harsher fiscal conditions in 2019-20. The International Monetary Fund’s tough conditionalities have hit all segments of society very
hard. The worst affected are the salaried middle classes whose tax liabilities have increased to such an extent that many may slide down to the
lower middle class segment, if not lower. At the same time, the tax on property rental has been increased by more than 100 percent, adversely affecting retired people, pensioners and widows, who mostly survive on
rental incomes. Petrol and gas prices continue to rise. The same is the
case with the utilities whose rates have gone beyond the paying capacity
of a large section of the population.
Inflation, hovering around 14 percent, has been fuelled by a freefall of
the Pakistan rupee as per market dynamics, withdrawal of subsidies,
changes in the taxation structure, increase in tax rates. Following the hard
taxation drive by the government, the industry is sluggish, exports are not
picking up while foreign direct investment (FDI) is showing a downward
trend. There is growing disenchantment among industrialists, exporters
and investors. A big portion of investments has been diverted from industry
to real estate, dollar accounts and invested abroad. The stock market is
going through its longest bearish spell ever. Market capitalisation eroded
by more than $60 billion - from $100 billion to $40 billion - in just two years.
Industrial growth, exports and investment may take a further hit on account of withdrawal of zero-rated tax regime and other concessions, imposition of new slabs of sale tax and the resistance to the change being
put up by the stakeholders. So far, the public has put up with the shocks
in the hope that the government will soon redeem its pledge to the nation
of a better tomorrow. Experts agree that the economy is in need of both
short and long-term remedial measures which the government has set
rolling. The legacy of the past has subjected Pakistan's economy to an immense burden of internal and external debts and the economy is largely
dependent for its sustainability on loans from institutions, such as the IMF,
to meet its debt liabilities.
The IMF is focusing on some serious structural reforms of which the
foremost is the privatization of loss-making public sector entities (PSEs),
particularly the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), Pakistan Steel Mills
(PSM) and power generation, transmission and distribution companies.
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On account of poor governance in the last decade the Ease of Doing Business has slid from 70 in 2007 to 137 in 2018 which classify it as a country
extremely challenging for business and investment. Whereas, the Cost of
Doing Business has sharply risen making our LSM and SME sectors uncompetitive in local market in the face of an influx of Chinese products,
under-invoicing, mis-declarations at import and similar practices. Likewise
for exports too, the country is uncompetitive against fierce competition from
Bangladesh, India and Vietnam. Pakistan's competitors work on cheaper
input costs.
The primary reasons behind cost escalations are: expensive electricity,
bureaucratic obstacles - multiple NOCs and permits, low productivity and
outdated skills and cumbersome imports, exports and taxation regimes
and processes. The biggest threat to economy is the poor state of governance which has not been addressed so far. Characterised by incompetence, lethargy and vested interests, the state institutions are no longer in
a position to effectively manage the onerous task of turning around the national economy. One of the viable options is to mobilise a fresh team of industrialists, investors and exporters and provide them with an enabling
environment to deliver.
Needless to say, the only way to get out of the present economic crisis
is to develop indigenous resources through a broadened tax base, and
gradually lessening the debt burden. The main thrust of the IMF package
is on increasing the tax-to-GDP ratio, which is a good approach. The aim
should be to increase the ratio to at least 20 percent. The average tax-toGDP ratio of EU countries is 35 percent. African countries, like Zimbabwe
and South Africa, boast of a tax-to-GDP ratio of 27 percent. India collects
16.1 percent taxes out of its total GDP, whereas Nepal stands above the
whole region with 27 percent.
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Reconstruction

Reducing the cost of
doing business
Muhammad Jahangir

Pakistan’s business community is waking up to its responsibility towards the
task of national economic reconstruction. Recently, the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) urged the government to support businesspeople in discharging their tax liabilities, creating job opportunities and boosting exports. The FPCCI chief said that the government should
look into the challenges being faced by the business community.
According to him, the FPCCI should be considered as partner of the government in utilisation of the export development fund as it is generated from
export proceeds. He also demanded the government improve the ease of
doing business framework and reduce the cost as the two elements are instrumental in attracting domestic and foreign investments.
It may be pointed out here that Pakistan’s global ranking in the ease of
doing business index improved to 136 out of 190 countries in 2018 as against
147 in 2017. But it is still far behind its competitors in the region. India was
ranked 77 in 2018, as compared to its ranking of 100 in 2017. Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka and other countries in the region are also ahead of Pakistan.
Another problem facing the business community is inflation. There is a
growing apprehension in the business circles that the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) loan program may open the floodgate of inflationary pressure and,
thus, escalate the cost of doing business. Revised utility charges are an important factor in the situation. Already, the current economic slowdown has
resulted in the elimination of 0.6 million jobs from the market. The government
is not unaware of the hurdles and difficulties in the way of doing business in
Pakistan. It may be added here that to facilitate the export sector, the government recently fulfilled its commitment of releasing the long stuck refunds
claims to the exporters. The government has released Rs50 billion to exporters under various export enhancement schemes of textile and commerce
divisions, including the prime minister's export enhancement package, during
the last fiscal year of 2018/19.
Taking notice of the concern expressed by the business leaders, the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet recently approved a
summary moved by the Revenue Division for the implementation of the Authorised Economic Operator Programme to reduce operational costs for businesses and improve Pakistan's prospects as a viable business and
investment destination.
According to official sources, the World Customs Organisation's (WCO)
Authorised Economic Operator has started to work in Pakistan in phases. The
program would prove of great help in developing business confidence, especially within industries in relation to imports of raw materials and machinery
and exports from Pakistan. Organised and documented business enterprises
will be given special and speedy clearance to accelerate their operations in
the country. The new process will also take care of the usual complaints of
delays and harassment by corrupt government officials.
The AEO programme, one of the pillars of the WCO's framework of standards to secure and facilitate trade (SAFE), is widely acknowledged as a key
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driver for a solid customs-business partnership and secure, transparent and
predictable trading environment. Many developed as well as developing countries, such as Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, China, India and Brazil,
have already initiated AEO programmes, benefiting stakeholders all along the
trade supply chain. Pakistan will also now be part of the international chain.
Accredited AEOs can enjoy several trade facilitation benefits, including expedited processing and release of shipments, mutual recognition of the AEO
status by customs administration, financial guarantee waivers, and self-assessment. AEOs include exporters, importers, manufactures, customs agents,
carriers, ports, airports, terminal operators integrated operators, warehouses
and distributors.
The government of Pakistan is duty-bound by law to provide maximum
trade facilitation measures related to exports, imports or transit formalities and
procedures to authorised operators. Implementation of a comprehensive AEO
programme will, therefore, also help Pakistan in meeting its commitment under
WTO's TFA.
Pakistan's current rank, based on World Bank's Ease of Doing Business
score, makes it a less attractive destination for potential investors. The government has taken several initiatives to improve the trade and business environment; for example, the Customs-led National Single Window (NSW)
programme, which is expected to be completed by 2022. However, business
circles are of the view that further facilitation initiatives are required to reduce
the cost of doing business. A recent study by the National Confederation of
Industries in Brazil indicates that the benefits accrued to certified AEO companies had enabled them to save $ 1.5 billion. Similarly, Pakistan can save
billions of dollars by comprehensively implementing the AEO programme.
There is a consensus of opinion among trade experts that the phased implementation of the AEO programme in Pakistan will substantially reduce operational costs for business, improving Pakistan's prospects as viable
investment destination. It will also give a big boost to Pakistan's exports.

15

Education

Back to square
one — but with
a change
Rasheed Ali

Manzoor Ahmad Siyal is a proud father of two doctors – a son and a
daughter. He believes only his strategy and hard work of his children
helped him realise his dream of turning his son and daughter into doctors.
“Had I not withdrew my children from Urdu medium government schools
17 years ago and admitted them to a private English medium school, they
would never have been able to become doctors,” he claims.
Siyal had to suffer a lot to pay the private schools fee in his meagre resources, but nothing could stop him from achieving his goal. “I know my
three nephews, the sons of my elder brother, were mentally very sharp;
they were more intelligent than my children,” admits Siyal, a welder by profession. “But they failed to get the requisite marks in their F.Sc. examinations to get admission to medical or engineering colleges, only because
of their Urdu medium background,” explains Manzoor Ahmad.
“I was advised by a doctor, running his clinic at some distance from my
welding shop, to admit my children to an English medium private school if
I want to make my children doctors like him,” recalls the man in his late
fifties. “F.Sc. is very tough and students doing their matriculation from Urdu
medium schools mostly fail to get good grades in the Intermediate premedical or pre-engineering exams, hence failure to get admission to professional colleges in this age of very tough competition,” the doctor had
advised. Siyal says he acted on the advice, and today both his children
are doctors, the only ones in his extended family.
This is one reality, pursued and proven by Manzoor Ahmad Siyal, a
man with a very humble background. And the second reality is shared with
Cutting Edge by Muhammad Tufail Sukhera, a vegetable vender. He tried
both government and private schools four, five years back but his two sons
failed to pass their matriculation examinations. In his limited resources, he
could only afford sending his sons to a government school, where he was
to pay almost nothing compared with the private schools.
A dweller of Dubbanpura, off Multan Road, Lahore, he had admitted
his sons to the nearby Government High School, situated in Hassan Town.
When they failed to reach the eighth class despite spending even two
years in sixth and seventh classes each, the worried father took them to a
private school. “But even there, they failed to pass their ninth class board
exams, only because of textbooks in the English language,” the father
shares the “ordeal” of his sons. Tufail Sukhera believes his sons could
have passed at least matriculation examinations if they had been taught
textbooks in the Urdu language.
Positions and status aside, Sukhera’s viewpoint has also been en-
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dorsed and advocated by Sardar Usman Buzdar, the chief minister of Punjab. He has decided to re-introduce Urdu as a medium of instructions up
to the primary level in all 60,000 government-run schools of the Punjab.
“Since the medium of instructions is English at the primary level, teachers
and students are wasting most of their time in translating instead of understanding the subject and they hardly learn anything (in this process),”
says Buzdar through a tweet, adding that Urdu will be the medium of instructions in all primary schools of the Punjab from the next academic session beginning March 2020.
The 18th Amendment, passed by the parliament in 2010, makes education a provincial subject and all the federating units are now free to formulate and evolve their own education policies, while deciding about what
to teach and what not, and in what manner. They are free to decide about
their curriculum, syllabi, textbooks and mediums of instruction even if they
are different or conflicting with each other.
The Punjab chief minister, however, claimed that the latest decision
was in conformity with the PTI manifesto, promising to introduce a uniform
system or syllabus of education and Urdu as medium of instructions at the
primary level. It will, in fact, wrap up the system, introduced by the Pakistan
Muslim League-N government in 2009, in consultation with Britain’s Department for International Development and the British Council, introducing
English as medium of instructions in all schools of the Punjab.
The tweet said that the Department of School Education had carried
out a survey, asking students, parents and teachers of 22 districts about
their preferred medium of education. In each category, more than 85% of
the people were in favour of Urdu, hence the provincial government’s decision. English would be taught as a separate subject, added the post.
Punjab Minister for School Education Murad Raas fully endorses and
defends the chief minister’s decision of reverting to the Urdu medium of
instructions in primary schools. In a talk with Cutting Edge, he says studies
from around the world show that the use of local languages helps children
understand the curriculum. He says it increases the children’s interest and
improves their comprehension/reading ability.
The minister believes that children’s learning capacity was weakened
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Punjab Minister for School Education Murad Raas fully endorses and defends the chief
minister’s decision of reverting
to the Urdu medium of instructions in primary schools. In a
talk with Cutting Edge, he says
studies from around the world
show that the use of local languages helps children understand the curriculum.
due to the syllabus being taught in English. He feels that community languages, such as Urdu, Punjabi and Seraiki, will help students understand
the curriculum better. Earlier, all main subjects, including Maths, General
Science and Social Studies, were being taught in English till grade-V, but
now these would be taught in Urdu.
The minister has a lot more to share on the subject. “The move will enable students to understand the concept, rather than just reading books
like parrots.” He is planning to introduce “active learning” in public schools
by 2021, and a massive teacher training exercise very soon. He believes
that the reforms would help eliminate rote learning in schools. The sole
emphasis on rote learning has severely affected the ability of our schools
to prepare the pupils for a rapidly evolving knowledge-based economy.
Rote learning occurs when pupils are unable to develop deep conceptual
understanding of knowledge and an ability to apply it to the solution of
problems, the minister explains.
Murad Raas does not agree that the provincial government’s decision
would widen the gulf between the rich and the poor class. He also dispels
an impression that it will promote the cause of private schools, as parents,
like Manzoor Ahmad Siyal, would want their children to study in private
English medium schools, instead of Urdu medium government schools.
The minister promises that the “student-friendly” move would not remain
limited to the public sector schools, adding that the government would
gradually introduce Urdu as medium of instruction in private schools also.
“They would have to comply with the School Education Department rules,
as there can’t be two system of education in the province,” he claims.
Fizza Batool Bukhari, a researcher at Lahore School of Economics,
agrees with the Punjab education minister in principle. She says in her research paper that the enforcement of English as the medium of instruction
in the Punjab government schools had led to a notable deterioration of educational environment. In the four years of its implementation, 2009-2013,
students' cognition of subjects drastically dropped, cramming increased,
student-teacher relationship declined and their confidence suffered.
While citing the findings of her research, she tells Cutting Edge that a
number of studies, while relating the failure of the policy, blamed a lack of
capacity, competence and due diligence on the part of government schoolteachers. The research study, conducted in 30 government schools in Lahore, found teachers the victims of an ill-conceived government policy.
Spread of private education and gradual withdrawal of government from
school education has completed the process of differentiation, leaving only
the poorest attending the government schools, the researcher regrets.
There is no denying the fact that the best way to impart education to
children could be through their mother tongue. But the process needs a
lot more additional things. For example, our classrooms need professionally trained teachers, who know how to proceed from simple to complex
and easy to the difficult. They must be aware of the children’s learning
needs. They must know that rote learning kills creativity. They must be familiar with the contemporary assessment and evaluation techniques. They
must know that books are for the teachers, and not for the students. They
must know the art of lesson planning. They must know the effective usage
of local resources to enhance learning in classrooms, and much more.
It is hoped that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf led coalition government
in the Punjab would not leave the change (tableeli) process halfway, and
take it to its logical conclusion by providing all necessities to the schools,
their students and teachers.
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Conspiracy

Dismantled Kashmir
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

The story of distressed Kashmiris stirred again during an Imran-Trump
meeting in July this year. Trump talked about Indian Prime Minister Modi’s
offer about asking for mediation on Kashmir. But in August, India imposes
Kashmir lockdown and puts Kashmiri leaders under house arrest. Restrictions on movement and assembly was imposed, Yatra Pilgrimage and mobile, Internet services were suspended as the disputed region plunged into
uncertainty.
The measures came after the Indian government moved 10,000 troops
to the region, followed by an unprecedented order asking tourists and
Hindu pilgrims to leave the Himalayan valley. Residents fear New Delhi
has planned to engineer demographic changes. The latest spate of tensions began after India sent 10,000 more troops to what is already one of
the most militarised regions in the world.
Nearly 700,000 Indian soldiers are deployed in India-administered
Kashmir, where civilian protesters and armed rebels either want freedom
or merger with Pakistan.
Meanwhile, along the Line of Control (LoC), a heavily militarised de
facto border that divides Kashmir between India and Pakistan, there was
a fresh surge in hostilities between the nuclear-armed neighbours.
Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan tweeted that the situation had
the potential to "blow up into a regional crisis". The only road to peace and
security in South Asia runs through a peaceful and just settlement of Kashmir. Some 70,000 people, mostly civilians, have been killed in the last three
decades of armed conflict in India-Occupied Kashmir.
By repealing the Article 370 of the Constitution, people from the rest of
India will now have the right to acquire property in occupied Kashmir and
settle there permanently. Kashmiris as well as critics of India’s Hindu nationalist-led government see the move as an attempt to dilute the demographics of Muslim-majority Kashmir with Hindu settlers.
Indian Home Minister Amit Shah also moved a bill to bifurcate the state
into two union territories – Jammu Kashmir as one and the Himalayan
Ladakh region as the other – directly ruled by New Delhi. After this, Jammu
and Kashmir will be a union territory with legislature while Ladakh will be
a union territory without legislature.
The move raises fears of further violence in the Muslim-majority Himalayan region where Kashmiri fighters and many residents have fought
for the region's independence or to join Pakistan. "There will a very strong
reaction in Kashmir. It's already in a state of unrest and this will only make
it worse," said Wajahat Habibullah, a former senior bureaucrat in Jammu
and Kashmir.
The constitutional provisions, which were revoked, were introduced
decades ago and included reserved government jobs and college placements for residents, in an effort to keep the state from being overrun by
people from the rest of India.
Shah, also the BJP president, proposed that the regulation under the
Article 370 would not be applicable after the presidential nod — a move
which was slammed by the opposition. Leader of the Opposition in the
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Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad said that the BJP had "murdered the constitution today".
In 2015, Jammu and Kashmir High Court had ruled that the Article 370,
granting the special status to the state, has assumed place of permanence
in the Constitution and the feature is beyond amendment, repeal or abrogation.
Pakistan has to exercise all possible options to counter the illegal steps
taken by India regarding Indian-held Kashmir, stressing that region was
internationally recognised as a disputed territory.
No unilateral step by the government of India can change this disputed
status, as enshrined in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions. The decision will never be acceptable to the people of the occupied valley and Pakistan. The Indian Constitutional amendment was in
violation of international resolutions as well as India's own constitution.
India is no more constitutional democracy andit is now practically under
Hindutva raj. India, through its unilateral actions, have also violated the
Simla agreement and the UN charter. The whole international community
needs to condemn the Indian move. Atrocities in Kashmir continue unabated. Extremist Indian government's intentions are clear.
Kashmir Committee Chairman Syed Fakhar Imam should highlight the
situation in occupied Kashmir and the use of cluster bombs on civilians by
Indian forces, which is against international laws, and its aftermath in the
world.
On the other hand, if India has turned occupied Kashmir and Ladhak
into union territories, it is evident that it has lost hope. Kashmiris, that used
to support them earlier, are also in jail or under house arrest. India has
once again revived and internationalised the Kashmir issue. This will not
solve the problem, rather it will escalate it. They will never be able to repress the issue.
Pakistan should also immediately call for an emergency meeting of the
UN Security Council. Trump can be pursued by PM Imran Khan to pressurise India on Kashmir in return for Pakistan’s efforts for the Afghan peace
process. Actually, a step forward rather than a defensive approach is the
need of the hour. This is a matter of Pakistan's national interest and all of
Pakistan is united. The time has come for Pakistan's political and military
leadership to take collective decisions and show to the world that Pakistan
is united for the Kashmiri cause.
Now, it is a test case for the international community. Pakistan expected
the world to support the Kashmiris to have their special status restored. It
was not enough to condemn India's move which is against all international
norms and international laws along with UNSC resolutions. Kashmir is
recognised as a disputed territory in UNSC resolutions. India cannot alter
its status through its parliament.
The Council of Europe and European Union should be approached
along with the UN Security Council and other international forums and
human rights organisations. This is illegal annexation of a militarily-occupied territory and completely unacceptable.
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Viewpoint

Rich banks and
poor people
Fakir S. Ayazuddin

Pakistanis needs to come forward to support their country for now they
can be sure their leadership will not fail them. The people are indeed toiling
hard to make ends meet. But some aspects are not contributing their due
share.
The businessman is not investing in industry - which is the future of the
country. Factories in Faisalabad and Karachi, the industrial hearts of Pakistan, have shut down or are in the process of shutting down. In the last
30 years there has been a shift away from industry and the new engine of
financial growth is political opportunism leading to the closing of industry,
bringing with it the multiple effects, such as unemployment, dropping GDP
and falling exports.
The disastrous Rs. 40 jump in the price of the dollar was only one immediate cause of a devastating effect on the imports. The essential commodities, petroleum products and edible oil jumped immediately as well.
This resulted in a correspondence increase in all commodities that travelled by road, rail or air. Of course, there was a corresponding increase in
the price of exports, making them even more uncompetitive. Pakistan’s
export does not have the depth to diversify and quickly change. This must
be a long term goal for the economic planners in Islamabad.
Ours is a very wealthy land, a huge agricultural potential. A major disaster in recent times was the switch to sugarcane growing, from some cotton growing areas. This was an encouragement to the sugar mafia
controlled mainly by PML-N stalwarts reaping huge profits, with zero export
potential conveniently covered with huge cash subsidies to boost the export price. An obvious ploy to fiddle the books. These subsidies came from
other vital cash, strapped resources which did not address the issues of
export generation. These scarce cash resources could have been used in
other more productive area. Similarly, scarce water resources were fritted
away on a hugely thirsty crop. Sugarcane is notorious for its large consumption of water. But politics being what it is, the successful sugarcane
farmer is also a hugely successful politician.
The Bermuda Triangle of Pakistan which swallows up huge amounts
of cash, billions every year, is the so-called “circular debt.” This has to be
restructured and any person indulging in the scam should be dealt with
severely. Perhaps this government should take over the power producers
and recover the illegal dues that have been over-collected by these power
producers. No heed should be paid to any fancy legal contract by that master of scam, Salman Farooqi, acting in concert with Asif Zardari and Nawaz
Sharif.
The “Yellow Cabs” were also a brilliant project of Salman Farooqi in
which billions of rupees vanished without a trace, unfortunately for us the
“circular debt” shows no sign of going away. It will need massive surgery
which is long over-due.
It is truly unfortunate that in this land we seem to produce many “Double
Shahs” and Salman Farooqis ever ready to do the bidding of the Asif
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Zardari and Nawaz Sharif without a thought of the economic losses that
would accrue. These people, like Salman Farooqi, are equally to be
blamed as are the Zardaris and the Sharifs.
Being a highly trained product of the civil service of Pakistan they knew
the pitfalls of such projects and should have protected Pakistan accordingly, instead they became part of the scam.
Many years ago I wrote an article, and the main thrust of the article was
to encourage the banks to lend more into the economy of Pakistan. The
banking laws in Pakistan are so strict that a loan is impossible to get. The
laws should be made more-friendly. Instead the banking rules are bent for
the politically powerful. This leads to a default, then a politically-engineered
write-off, adding to the power of the politician and the might of the banker.
These roles should be changed so that the loans are easier to process.
The American system of easy lending for industries should be encouraged.
If 50% of the industries fail, at least 50% will have survived to go on and
become a productive part of the economy. There is no point in a bank with
beautiful building and no industrial portfolio. It is industry that provides jobs
and exports. Banks do not provide jobs nor export. This should be made
clear to the lending institutions to come forward with borrower-friendly projects.
Prime Minister Imran Khan should appoint a banker whose mandate
should be establishment and encouragement of new industries. Not just
in the establishment of new and more profitable banks. The two banks,
Summit and Silk, have been victims of the attack from the Zardari Group,
showing clearly that politically-engineered collapses are easy prey and
vulnerable to assault from the politicians.
The Prime Minister should make it mandatory for the banks to find new
borrowers, and even allow a higher percentage of bad debts. A wealthy
banker is of no value to a poor country struggling with poverty. The bankers
must be made part of the economic turnaround if there is to be a miracle.
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Society

Best guardians
Mufakhra Rao Advocate

I persistently write about parents and children’s mutual relationship as I
feel the heart-piercing reality can never be overlooked when society is getting plagued by it.
My heart is now burdened with the pathetic situation caused by parents’
negligence, especially by fathers towards their children. One of my clients’
approached me for divorce, seven years back, I filed the suit and after the
due procedure, I handed her over the divorce order from the court and
then a divorce certificate from the union council. Our timely relationship
was over. During one of the several meetings for counselling, I wanted to
know the reason for divorce. She said her husband had left her five years
ago, with three children, settled abroad and never gave any penny. During
his long absence, her brother-in-law tried many times to lead her astray
by showing money and promises of maintenance of her children, but undoubtedly, she was a strong woman, who was bearing the burden of three
children without any support from any side, but what the strength would
do if the children sleep with bubbling stomach, tearful eyes and walk without shoes all day long.
The turning point came when the youngest son asked her mother, “Can
we eat the meat of a cat?” Which made her cry with all her heart and then
she decided to displace herself with kids to the place where she could earn
her livelihood by herself. Somehow, she settled beside her mother’s home
and started doing the practice of childbirth in a clinic with her mother. It
was not easy to bear the rent of a house, school fee of kids and livelihood.
Moreover, she has to reach to patients on call, at any time at noon or night.
We met again just two months ago. She was sitting beside me; telling
her daughter’s unfortunate runaway story, who was then sixteen years old.
She had her questions and answers. Hundreds of confusing thoughts
crushed her mind. We lodged an FIR, pursued the girl and found her in 24
hours. She came to see me again with her daughter. They seemed to me
like deserted birds who were struggling for survival.
The FIR was launched under Section 154 of the
Criminal Procedure Code and Section 365-B of the
Pakistan Penal Code was applied which described
kidnapping, abduction or inducing a woman to compel for marriage, etc. It says that whoever kidnaps or
abducts a woman intentionally so that she may be
compelled to marry any person against her will. The
offence under Section 365-B requires two essential
elements, removal of a woman by force from one
place to another place or through inducement by deceitful means and the object of removal must be to
compel her to marry any person against her will or in
order that she could be forced or seduced to illicit relations and the accused would be punished with imprisonment for life with fine. The same happened to
her. The girl was deceived by a person, aged 25, on
the promise of marriage and her aunt was involved
in the whole affair, who knitted a plan and was a
bridge between the girl (victim) and the accused.
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The mother asked her daughter not to disclose her aunt’s name before
the judge. Initially, the mother decided to teach a lesson to everyone who
had played their role in deceiving her daughter but later, she forgave everyone and decided to go home with her daughter. It was because she knew
very well that the things done can never be undone at any cost and she
should take many wise decisions and wait until the dust settles down. She
wanted to get her daughter married to a reasonable person who must be
stranger to her misfortune.
A person may manage things and try to normalise their abnormal conditions but rumours spread like a wildfire in town and a never-ending
process of interrogations starts from all sides, like neighbours, relatives,
friends, acquaintances and strangers. Most of such cases end up in social
compromise between parties. There is, in many circumstances, no way
out except to forgive and just go away, rather go faraway. One has to burn
in their hell. Society is the graveyard of concealed and revealed stories of
victims and accused. One thing I strongly believe is that flood finds the
cracks in the walls and then collapses concrete buildings. Such cracks,
we knowingly or unknowingly, leave in the walls of our family system
through which contagious diseases attack and poison every cell. The negligence towards children, gap of communication and inducing superiority
or inferiority complexes into children erase spirit, confidence, prudence
and positivity in children and they behave awkwardly in society and lose
the capacity to identify friends and foes. Every family is a building block of
society and every child is the hope of the nation. Realize your responsibilities, put your soul into your family and save your image from getting
blurred in the minds of the children. Otherwise, society will breed runaway
stories every day. The deepest connections will be meaningless and the
soul relationship will be odourless. Whenever society sees it’s reflection
into the mirror, it would be horrifying, heinous and loathsome.

August 16-31, 2019

Opinion

The abrogation of
Kashmir's special
status: Why now?
Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay

On August 5, the Indian government announced it was scrapping Article 370
of the constitution, which effectively abrogated the autonomy of the disputed
region of Kashmir. For Prime Minister Narendra Modi, this was the most politically opportune time to make the move and secure Kashmir's "complete integration" into the Indian Union.
Across the world, from Brazil to Italy to the United States, populist leaders
like him have launched overt attacks on the rule of law, democracy and equality in their countries without receiving much push-back from the international
community. Now, the Indian government hopes that it can also do the same
without losing face on the international arena.
The ruling Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) staged this constitutional coup also on the back of the significant majority it secured in the
parliamentary elections earlier this year. Its landslide victory muffled voices of
dissent in India and even led many international actors, who do not want to
alienate the elected leader of the world's largest democracy, to throttle down
their criticism of Modi.
In May, when Modi returned to government, many expressed fears over
the future of democracy in India. Today, it is clear that those worries were not
misplaced. With his move against Kashmir, Modi proved that he has no interest in the democratic process.
By scrapping an important constitutional instrument, which defined an entire region and its people's relationship with the Union, without a consultative
process, the prime minister showed utter disregard for democratic institutions
and processes.
For Modi and the BJP, the move was simply the natural conclusion of
decades-long right-wing Hindu attempts to fully integrate India's only Muslimmajority state into the Union.
Integration of Kashmir has always been an important talking point for
India's right-wing politicians; until Modi, however, those ambitions were kept
at bay and political action remained within the national consensual framework
on Kashmir. Thus, for decades the oppression of Kashmiris went on, but the
special status of their state remained.
After securing a majority in the parliament for a second term, the BJP
started to look at the region in terms of numbers. Prior to the decision, Jammu
and Kashmir state was allocated just six parliamentary seats out of 543. Both
in 2014 and 2019 the BJP won three of these six seats - the ones in Hindudominated constituencies.
In light of all this, the BJP likely made the calculation that it has much to
gain and nothing to lose by dealing the death blow on Muslim-majority Kashmir
and revoking its special status. This strategy of intensifying attacks on India's
minorities, chiefly Muslims, to pump up Hindu-nationalist sentiments of the
public has worked wonders for the party in the past.
Since 2017, when the BJP secured a startling majority in India's most populous and electorally largest state, Uttar Pradesh, the party has been trying to
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widen its support base by selling the idea that Modi is "fixing" India's "Muslim
problem". Now it is the turn of Kashmiris to be "sorted out".
And what the BJP was hoping for indeed happened: A great number of
Indians cheered their government on, as it disenfranchised an entire region
and its people. For many who saw the move as a "victory" or even a conquest,
August 5 was a day of celebration.
While the BJP was always expected to play the grappler in Kashmir, support lent to the government by a horde of regional opposition parties is indicative of the increasing sway of majoritarianism in India.
These parties, many inimical to BJP and locked in direct conflict with it for
political influence, are apprehensive of further political marginalisation if they
did not endorse the government's move to revoke Kashmir's special status.
Distressingly, there is growing support for the BJP's belief that India can only
find harmony and prosper at the expense of Kashmir's disintegration and the
disempowerment of its people.
The government's decision to revoke the constitutional clause that gives
Indian-administered Kashmir special status will undoubtedly lead to further
alienation of the almost 13 million Kashmiris living there.
Even at the best of times, the relationship between the Kashmiri people
and the rest of India was defined by a rhetoric of "us vs them". The BJP's
latest move will only serve to deepen the distrust and enmity the two sides
feel for each other.
Article 370 of the Indian constitution, which gave Kashmir its special status,
was not a useless footnote written in incomprehensible legalese. Instead, for
seven decades it served as an important reassurance for Kashmiris who
agreed to remain under India's control on the condition that they would have
greater autonomy within the Indian Union.
The government has secured a parliamentary approval to divide the
Jammu and Kashmir state into two centrally governed union territories. This
means Kashmiris will not only lose their independent constitution, but also
their local government and legislative assembly. Hereafter, they will have to
make do with a legislature which will remain under the control of a central
nominee - a development that undermines the Indian federal structure.
As Kashmir remains virtually cut off from the outside world, with phone
lines and internet disconnected and thousands of troops enforcing a curfew,
we are yet to witness the Kashmiri reaction. But given the region's decadeslong history of proud resistance in the face of political alienation, violence and
repression, it is almost certain that Kashmiris are not going to take this latest
assault lying down.
Former chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir Mehbooba Mufti was right
to call August 5 the "darkest day in Indian democracy". What happens next
will have detrimental consequences not only for Kashmir but for the whole
country. Many members of the Hindu majority may be cheering today but
Modi's onslaught on democracy will affect them as well, sooner or later.
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Your View
Indian atrocities in occupied Kashmir
India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party has violated the country’s
Constitution to please its anti-Muslim Hindu supporters and Prime

Italian visa
It want to draw the attention of the Italian ambassador to a
strange, costly and time-wasting activity, well intended
though it might be. I am fully supportive of any and all

Minister Narendra Modi is to blame.
The Article 370 and 35-A of its Constitution had exempted the Indian occupied state of Jammu & Kashmir from the Indian Constitution and allowed the state to have its own Constitution. In October
2015, the High Court of Jammu & Kashmir ruled that the Article 370
of the Indian Constitution cannot be: “abrogated, repealed or even
amended.” It stated that the clause (3) of the article conferred
power on the state’s Constituent Assembly to recommend to the In-

processes that must be followed for the issuance of a visa,
but imposing completely unnecessary and avoidable burdens
is rather shocking for a civilised country. Recently, my son-inlaw was granted a tourist visa with the condition (quite common and fair) that he report back to the Italian embassy upon
his return from Italy. He duly complied with this costly requirement only to be told that he must come back only after
his visa had expired in another 15 days. No such advice or

dian President on the matter of the repeal of the article.
Since the Constituent Assembly did not make a recommendation
before its dissolution in 1957, the Article 370 has taken on the features of a permanent provision despite being titled a temporary provision in the Constitution. On April 3, 2018, the Indian Supreme
Court gave a similar opinion. Our Foreign Office needs to tell the
world that the greatest democratic state has committed an illegal
act against its Constitution to keep the people of an occupied land

guidance was offered by the embassy staff in either oral or
written form at any point. I am sure the Italian ambassador is
well aware of the costs and time involved in going repeatedly
to Islamabad. There are now numerous ways to prove that a
visitor to Italy has indeed returned home without having to
show his face to the embassy staff. I request the ambassador to kindly resolve the issue without weakening any safeguards that the Italian government may consider necessary.

subjugated.

Prof Wasif M. Khan

Jawad Satti

Lahore

Islamabad

Baba Guru Nanak’s fields
Ever since the Kartarpur corridor was announced, all major Sikh organisations and community leaders have joined me in asking to
preserve the 104 acres of land that Baba Guru Nanak himself
farmed on. The government has responded in vague terms and
varying numbers — 26 acres (in a letter to the American Sikh
Council), 30 acres (announced by the then Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry on March 20) and now 42 acres (July 17 announcement by Punjab Governor Chaudhry Sarwar). What is the
figure and why are they hesitating to allocate all 104 acres to farming and plan new construction outside the fields? What stood preserved for 500 years is now being buried under marble and stone
for good. If you bury 42 out of 104 acres in marbleized Gurdwara,
facilities and accommodations for visitors, parking terminals, etc.,

Private schools
This refers to the plight of teachers of private schools and colleges. These teachers work eight to 10 hours a day in constant
fear of being dismissed from service without any notice.
Some of them have grown old but after retirement or termination,
they will be at a loss to understand how to spend their lives. The
teachers perform many duties at the same time despite low
salaries. Any fault on their part results either in the deduction of
some money from their salaries or even termination from service.
Although most teachers hold master’s degrees in their subjects
and sometimes even MPhil, their salaries are not according to
their ability or educational qualification, even though the owners of
the institutions fleece students. A large number of these educational institutions do not have a playground, library or a laboratory.

how can it be considered preservation of the heritage fields? We

Some schools are established in small buildings of three or four

have been demanding that all new constructions should be outside

rooms where even fans are not available during the hot days. The

the one kilometre periphery i.e., outside the fields of Baba Nanak

education authorities do not visit these institutions. It is time the

where he tilled the soil. There is still time for the government to

government looked into the affairs of these institutions. The best

keep new construction to the minimum and declare 104 acres out-

solution is to nationalise all such money-minting institutions.

side the Gurdwara as a construction-free zone. Pakistan will earn a

This way, all teachers will have job security and work wholeheart-

lot of respect and honour for preserving Kartarpur as an ecological

edly. This will result in a congenial work atmosphere in private

haven that Baba Nanak envisioned it to be.

sector educational institutions.
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Decades of dumping acid suggest
acid rain may make trees thirstier

A new map is the best view yet of
how fast Antarctica is shedding ice

Carolyn Wilke

Maria Temming

A forest watered by acid rain
may be less able to slake its
thirst.
That’s one finding from a
decades-long experiment in the
Appalachian Mountains, where
the U.S. Forest Service since
1989 has been dousing a 34-hectare patch of forest with an acidifying ammonium sulfate fertilizer three times a year. The chemical served as a proxy
for acid rain, which is created when sulfur and nitrogen containing compounds released by industrial activities, agriculture and the burning of fossil
fuels acidify raindrops.
In most of the years from 1989 to 2012, the acidified forest soaked up around
5 percent more water than a neighboring, 39-hectare untreated area — and
up to 10 percent more in two of the years, researchers report. Levels of calcium, a nutrient plants need to retain water, in the water that permeates the
soil of the acidified forest also declined over the study period, which could
explain the forest’s water guzzling. “We didn’t expect that plants actually will
respond so strongly to acidification,” says ecohydrologist Lixin Wang of Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. That may be cause for concern, he says: Thirstier plants could contribute to droughts or leave less water
available for people and other animals.
Scientists have previously looked at acid rain’s effects on trees and small
plots, but tests of acidification on an entire watershed are rare. The team,
which included a Forest Service scientist, used the agency’s data to calculate
the forest’s water uptake by subtracting how much flowed out of the forest in
streams from how much water fell as precipitation. The trends in water use
were also reflected in soil moisture data collected during the study.
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Decades of satellite observations have now provided
the most detailed view yet of
how Antarctica continually
sheds ice accumulated from
snowfall into the ocean.
The new map is based on
an ice-tracking technique that is 10 times as precise as methods used for
previous Antarctic surveys, researchers report. That offered the first comprehensive view of how ice moves across all of Antarctica, including slowmoving ice in the middle of the continent rather than just rapidly melting
ice at the coasts. Charting Antarctic ice flow so exactly could reveal the
topography of the ground underneath, as well as improve forecasts for
how much ice Antarctica stands to lose to the ocean in the future. Ice melting off the continent is already known to be a driver of global sea level rise.
Glaciologists at the University of California, Irvine, uncovered subtle
movements of Antarctic ice with a kind of measurement called syntheticaperture radar interferometric phase data. By using a satellite to bounce
radar signals off a patch of ice, researchers can determine how quickly
that ice is moving toward or away from the satellite. Combining observations of the same spot from different angles reveals the speed and direction of the ice’s motion along the ground.
To get multiple vantage points of the same swathes of ice, researchers
had to cobble together data from about half a dozen satellites launched
by Canada, Europe and Japan since the early 1990s. “Each brought a
little piece of the puzzle,” says study coauthor Eric Rignot. The resulting
map reveals how ice flows from points of high elevation, known as basin
boundaries toward the coast.
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Health

Vitamin A linked to lower odds of common skin cancer
Serena Gordon
Wondering if you can do more than slap on some sunscreen to prevent skin
cancer? A new study suggests that getting more vitamin A may help.
The study of around 125,000 Americans found that people with the highest
intake of vitamin A lowered their risk of squamous cell skin cancer by around
15pc. Most of the vitamin A they consumed came from foods. "These findings just add another reason to have a healthy diet with fruits and vegetables. Vitamin A from plant sources is safe," said Eunyoung Cho, the study's
senior author. She is an associate professor of dermatology and epidemiology at Brown University. Healthy food sources of vitamin A include sweet
potato, cantaloupe, carrots, black-eyed peas, sweet red peppers, broccoli,
spinach, dairy foods, fish and meat, especially liver, according to the U.S.
National Institutes of Health (NIH). Vitamin A is a fat soluble vitamin. That
means it can collect in the fat cells. But when taken in large amounts -- like
those in supplements -- you can potentially reach an unsafe level, according
to the NIH. Adults shouldn't consume more than 10,000 international units
of preformed vitamin A daily, the NIH said.
Cho said too much preformed vitamin A (typically from supplements and
some animal foods) increases the risk of osteoporosis and hip fractures.
Squamous cell carcinoma is a common type of skin cancer. Over a lifetime,
as many as 11% of Americans will have squamous cell skin cancer, the researchers said. It tends to occur in areas exposed to a lot of sunlight, such
as the face and head. The study included data from more than 75,000
women who took part in the Nurses' Health Study and almost 50,000 men

in the Health Professionals Follow-up Study. Participants' average age was
in the early 50s. Study volunteers provided information on their average diet
and supplement use.
People with higher levels of vitamin A tended to be older. They also exercised more and were less likely to consume alcohol or caffeine. Women with
higher levels of vitamin A were more likely to use postmenopausal hormones. Nearly 4,000 people ended up with squamous cell skin cancer during more than 25 years of follow-up, the findings showed. Average daily
vitamin A intake was around 7,000 I.U. daily for the lowest group in both
studies. The highest group in both studies had more than 21,000 I.U. daily.
Most of this came from dietary sources, the study authors said.

3-D printed hearts may one day be a reality
Amy Norton
Scientists say they have taken an important step forward in creating 3-D printed
hearts -- with the ultimate goal of making replacement tissue for organs and
body parts damaged by disease or injury.
The 3-D printing process builds three-dimensional objects based on a computer
model. Unlike traditional printing onto a flat surface, the machines churn out
various materials -- plastics, metals, ceramics -- layer by layer. The technology
is used in various industries, and in recent years researchers have been developing an offshoot: 3-D "bioprinting." The hope is to eventually have the capacity to produce custom-made replacement tissue, or even whole organs, for
patients. Of course, the human body is far more complicated than a consumer
product. Not only does printed tissue need structure, it needs to be permeated
by blood vessels, nerves and other elements that keep it alive.
moved after the bioprinting is done, the collagen has time to solidify.
Researchers are years away from bioprinting functional organs that can be
transplanted into humans, said lead researcher Andrew Lee. But he and his
colleagues at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh are reporting a key step
on that long road. They've developed a new bioprinting method capable of creating parts of the human heart out of collagen. Collagen is the most abundant
protein in the body, and it's a critical part of the "extracellular matrix" -- a network
of molecules that surround your body cells, giving them structure and chemical
support. The new bioprinting strategy helps address a major obstacle: Printing
living cells and soft biological material, like collagen, is difficult. Collagen starts
out as a fluid, and would just end up in a puddle if bioprinted by itself, the researchers explained. But by supporting the collagen with a gel that can be re-
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The technique is dubbed FRESH 2, and with it the researchers were able to
reliably print tiny collagen fibers, of 20 micrometers in diameter -- an order of
magnitude smaller than the previous 250 micrometers with an earlier version
of the technology. The approach also allowed them to solidify the collagen with
precise control -- creating tissue "architectures" that can be embedded with living cells. When the researchers printed the collagen "bioink" with human heartmuscle cells, they were able to build a small model of the heart's left ventricle
-- its main pumping chamber. Over a number of days, the ventricles showed
the capacity to contract. The researchers also printed a heart valve that could
open and close, and a model of a newborn heart.
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The Candidate

The Angry Birds Movie 2

Leslie Felperin

Mike McCahill

This is one of those rare films that
starts as a slog but grows progressively more engrossing as it develops. It finally delivers a wallop of a
finale, a concluding 15 minutes
crackling with suspense and leftfield twists – but it’s really quite hard
work at first, presenting a bewildering blizzard of dialogue that largely obscures what the hell is going on. It
starts by introducing an enigmatic assemblage of shadowy politicians noshing and joshing together in a Spanish seaside restaurant. Gradually, party
apparatchik Manuel (the intensely watchable Antonio de la Torre, whose middle-aged features are carved with dimples and oddly angled worry lines)
emerges as the protagonist of an offbeat crime thriller seemingly set 10 or
15 years ago, when Blackberries were the upper-middle-class smartphone
of choice and iPhones were just coming on to the market.
The technology is significant, coming into play as assorted means of surveillance are deployed by Manuel and his confederates to blackmail and betray
each other. The contours of the corruption they have colluded in together
become clearer as details leak out, although by the end some may still be
wondering what exactly the bad things were that these guys did. Ultimately
it doesn’t really matter.

Animals
Simran Hans
Writer Emma Jane
Unsworth adapts her
2014 novel, moving
the action from Manchester to Dublin.
Party animal Laura
(Holliday Grainger)
has spent the past
decade trying to become a writer (she’s
written 10 pages in 10 years). She lives in decadent squalor with best
friend, Tyler (Alia Shawkat, coasting on the strength of her natural
charisma), and like their well-rehearsed routine of anarchic nights out and
bleary comedowns, the film’s structure is untidily elliptical.
When Laura falls in love with classical pianist Jim (Fra Fee), a man with
“the shoes of an undertaker and the smile of a despot” according to Tyler,
a different life is presented to her. Sooner or later, the party has to end,
insists Laura’s sensible sister Jean (Amy Molloy). The film is preoccupied
with the theme of growing up, fizzing with the teenage energy of a coming-of-age movie despite its characters edging into their 30s. Laura recognises and is vulnerable to the seductiveness of white wine, MDMA and
pretentious poets with curly hair. She asks questions about the value of
marriage and settling down (“My feminism is about blazing a way through
old traditions,” she barks, defending her engagement to Jim). She’s also
fearful of commitment, in relationships and writing, trapped by her propensity for self-sabotage (Laura’s book begins with a girl who tries to free a
spider from its own web).
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Sony Animation’s The Angry Birds
Movie surprised many three years
ago by a) not being terrible, and b)
actually being quite fun in a disposable way: the zappiest attempt
at brand extension this side of The
Lego Movie. The sequel tempts
fate by pausing the innately funny
war between birds and pigs in order to pit both factions against new predators from the neighbouring Eagle Island. Incoming director Thurop van
Orman approaches this expanded universe with something of the visual
ambition of Pixar’s Brad Bird and a restless, playful spirit reminiscent of
the Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs films. The birds are no longer as
irate as they once were, but the franchise appears to have levelled up.
The original itched to get past its origin story and on to pixelating the
game’s parrot-slinging. Film two pushes further into action territory, diversifying its carnival of candy-coloured animals – again headed by fiery
avian Red (voiced by Jason Sudeikis) and porcine blowhard Leonard (Bill
Hader) – with such newcomers as Awkwafina’s clever bird Courtney, then
staging a digimated Eiger Sanction as our heroes scale the eagles’ ice
fortress to face the vengeful Zeta (Leslie Jones). Three credited writers
have been let off the leash to truffle for gags, as evidenced by a B-plot
that pitches three fledglings into space while recovering stray eggs: essentially a replay of the Ice Ages’ squirrel-and-nut business, but with
ample scene-by-scene invention to distinguish it.

Oldboy
Peter Bradshaw
Sixteen years ago,
Park
Chan-wook
gave us this gobsmackingly horrible
but demonically inspired thriller, based
on the Japanese
manga by Nobuaki
Minegishi and Garon
Tsuchiya,
which
came to epitomise the “Asia extreme” genre: a new frontier of extravagantly violent craziness. Since then, Park has advanced creatively by
retreating into more conventional forms, most prominently with his masterly The Handmaiden. Nonetheless, Oldboy – now on re-release – remains a classic of the macabre that revived the spirit of Jacobean
theatre for 21st-century cinema, and the centrepiece of Park’s “revenge
trilogy”, alongside Sympathy for Mr Vengeance (2002) and Lady
Vengeance (2005).
The film has consolidated its cult status, more or less undamaged by
Spike Lee’s baffling English-language version in 2013, starring Josh
Brolin. Choi Min-sik plays Dae-su, a boorish, drunken guy who one night
discovers that he has an enemy – who is about to take a terrible revenge
for something Dae-su can’t remember and for which he too will take
vengeance in his turn.
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Books

Islam in Pakistan

Snowglobe

Muhammad Zaman

Amy Wilson

The first book to explore the modern history of Islam in South Asia. The first modern state to be founded in the name of
Islam, Pakistan was the largest Muslim
country in the world at the time of its establishment in 1947. Today it is the second-most populous, after Indonesia.
Islam in Pakistan is the first comprehensive book to explore Islam's evolution in
this region over the past century and a
half, from the British colonial era to the
present day. Muhammad Qasim Zaman
presents a rich historical account of this
major Muslim nation, insights into the
rise and gradual decline of Islamic modernist thought in the South Asian
region, and an understanding of how Islam has fared in the contemporary world. Much attention has been given to Pakistan's role in sustaining the Afghan struggle against the Soviet occupation in the 1980s, in
the growth of the Taliban in the 1990s, and in the War on Terror after
9/11. But as Zaman shows, the nation's significance in matters relating
to Islam has much deeper roots. Since the late nineteenth century,
South Asia has witnessed important initiatives toward rethinking core
Islamic texts and traditions in the interest of their compatibility with the
imperatives of modern life. Traditionalist scholars and their institutions,
too, have had a prominent presence in the region, as have Islamism
and Sufism. Pakistan did not merely inherit these and other aspects of
Islam. Rather, it has been and remains a site of intense contestation
over Islam's public place, meaning, and interpretation. Examining how
facets of Islam have been pivotal in Pakistani history, Islam in Pakistan
offers sweeping perspectives on what constitutes an Islamic state.

When daydreamer Clementine discovers a mysterious house standing in the middle of town that
was never there before, she is pulled towards it
by the powerful sense of a mother she never
knew. The place is full of snowglobes, swirling
with stars and snow and each containing a
trapped magician, watched over by Gan, the bitter keeper of the house. One of these is Dylan,
a boy who teases her in the real world but who
is now desperate for her help. So Clem ventures
into the snowglobes, rescuing Dylan and discovering her own powerful connection to the magic
of these thousand worlds. Vowing to release the magicians from the control
of their enchantments, Clem unknowingly unleashes a struggle for power
that will not only put her family, but the future of magic itself in danger.

King of Kings
Wilbur Smith
The long-awaited sequel to Wilbur Smith's
worldwide bestseller, The Triumph of the Sun.
An epic story of love, betrayal, courage and
war that brings together two of Wilbur Smith's
greatest families in this long-awaited sequel
to his worldwide bestseller. Cairo, 1887. A
beautiful September day. Pernod Ballantyne
and his fiancé, Amber Benbrook, stroll hand
in hand. The future is theirs for the taking. But
when Penrod's jealous former lover, lady
Agatha, plants doubt about his character,
Amber leaves him and travels to the Wills of
Abyssinia with her twin sister, Saffron, and her
adventurer husband, Ryder Courtney. On a mission to establish a silver
mine, they make the dangerous journey to the new capital of Addis Ababa,
where they are welcomed by Menelik, the King of Kings. Back in Cairo, a
devastated Penrod seeks oblivion in the city's opium dens. He is rescued
by an old friend, who is now in the Italian Army, and offered the chance to
join the military efforts. Italy has designs on Abyssinia, and there are rumours of a plan to invade. With storm clouds gathering, and on opposing
sides of the invasion, can Penrod and Amber find their way back to one
another - against all odds?
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The Sentence is Death
Anthony Horowitz
These, heard over the phone, were the last
recorded words of successful celebrity-divorce
lawyer Richard Pryce, found bludgeoned to
death in his bachelor pad with a bottle of wine
– a 1982 Chateau Lafite worth £3,000, to be
precise. Odd, considering he didn’t drink. Why
this bottle? And why those words? And why
was a three-digit number painted on the wall by
the killer? And, most importantly, which of the
man’s many, many enemies did the deed? Baffled, the police are forced to bring in Private Investigator Daniel Hawthorne and his sidekick,
the author Anthony, who’s really getting rather good at this murder investigation business. But as Hawthorne takes on the case with characteristic relish, it becomes clear that he, too, has secrets to hide.

Goodbye, Perfect
Sara Barnard
Goodbye, Perfect is a beautiful and emotional
contemporary YA novel, with a powerful friendship
at its heart, by bestselling author Sara Barnard.
Eden McKinley knows she can’t count on much in
this world, but she can depend on Bonnie, her
solid, steady, straight-A best friend. So it’s a bit of
a surprise when Bonnie runs away with a guy
Eden knows nothing about five days before the
start of their GCSEs. And it's the last person she
would have expected. Sworn to secrecy and
bound by loyalty, only Eden knows Bonnie’s location, and that’s the way it has to stay. There’s no
way she’s betraying her best friend. Not even when she’s faced with police
questioning, suspicious parents and her own growing doubts. As the days pass
and things begin to unravel, Eden is forced to question everything she thought
she knew about the world, her best friend and herself.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You may enjoy doing something musical for
entertainment. Try to do things with children
that will enable you to bond closer to them.
Talk about your intentions and confirm that
you both feel the same way. Opportunities
to make advancements through good business sense are apparent. Your lucky day
this week will be Monday.

You should be on the road. Your ability to
talk circles around your colleagues will
help you forge ahead in the workforce.
Don't let your work and your personal life
interfere with each other. Think about taking the time to complete unfinished domestic chores. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.

Relationships have not been the best for you
lately and it's left you somewhat gun shy.
You can gain distinction; however, it may be
for the wrong reasons. Your confidence will
stabilize your position. You may be tempted
to get involved in secret affairs or love triangles. Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

You may be sensitive to a point of absurdity. Confusion could result when communicating with others. You may find yourself
in a predicament with family members.
Opportunities for romance are present.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Take a second look; difficulties with appliances, water, or electricity in your home may
be evident. Your doubt could lead to insecurity. Social events will be favorable. Family
responsibilities are mounting. Your lucky day
this week will be Thursday.

Don't cause a scene, but when you get home
let your partner know how you feel and why.
You are best to stick to yourself this week. You
will be able to work in fine detail and present
the best possible proposal. Confusion regarding other people's money and joint ventures
will come to a head. Your lucky day this week
will be Thursday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Travel may be confusing. Business conducted in your own office will proceed
smoothly. The answers can only come from
within. Don't let others try to create unwarranted guilt if you can't meet their demands.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.

Do things you enjoy instead of being a
chameleon. You might have some problems
balancing your books. You are best not to retaliate if members of your household are trying to pick a fight. You may end up being
blamed if anything goes wrong. Your lucky
day this week will be Friday.

Don't be too open or put your faith in unreliable
coworkers. You should be traveling to that exotic
destination you've been dreaming about. Use
your intellectual approach to get the best results.
Unexpected romantic connections can be made
if you go out with friends or take a pleasure trip.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

Don't donate more than you can afford in order
to impress others. You may be able to impart
knowledge that's innovative to those searching
for a new angle. Emotional up and downs have
caused doubts in your personal life. One sided
attractions are likely. Your lucky day this week
will be Monday.

Kick your shoes off and relax. Generosity will
put you in the poorhouse. You have worked
hard and the payback is now. This is a wonderful day to look into courses or hobbies that interest you. Your lucky day this week will be
Thursday.

Make sure that you get legal matters checked
out thoroughly. You are in a high energy, get it
all done, mood and you'll have little patience
with those who are slacking off. Children will be
of major concern if you haven't kept the lines
of communication open. Self-improvement
projects will payoff in more ways than one. Your
lucky day this week will be Saturday.
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