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Diplomacy

Kashmir at the UN
Unwittingly, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has internationalized the Kashmir issue.
This he never intended when he moved to
annex occupied Kashmir. The United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) members met for
the first time in over five decades to discuss
the critical situation in Indian Held Kashmir,
urging parties to the dispute to refrain from
taking any unilateral action.
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Daesh derails peace process
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A suicide attack by Daesh or Islamic State
(IS) on a wedding party in Afghanistan’s capital Kabul poses a serious threat to peace efforts in the war-torn country. It also sounds
a serious warning to local power stakeholders, regional countries and the whole world.
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Economics

Record loans,
unprecedented
repayments
Shahid Hussain

Pakistan’s debt and liabilities have surged by Rs11 trillion and reached
Rs40 trillion in the first year of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government. The debt obtained in one year is unprecedented in Pakistan’s history. However, the government has repaid $9.5b in the short period, which
has never happened in the past.
It is for the first time that Pakistan has borrowed a whopping $16 billion
in foreign loans in just one year.
According to the government, it aimed at avoiding default on international debt obligations and financing its imports. The $16 billion worth of
foreign loans have been obtained during fiscal year 2018-19, which included 11 months of the PTI government, according to official documents.
Out of the $16 billion, the PTI government took $13.6 billion loans – the
highest ever by any government in a single year. The remaining $2.4 billion
had been received in July 2018, during the tenure of the caretaker setup.
The massive borrowing in the last fiscal year included $5.5 billion by Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar. In the preceding fiscal year
2017-18, Pakistan had obtained $11.4 billion in foreign loans. Loans of
$16 billion in FY19 were the highest ever external borrowing in any fiscal
year since Pakistan’s creation. About 42pc or $6.7 billion of the total external borrowing came from China alone. It included $2.54 billion in commercial loans, $1.6 billion under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), $2 billion in China State Administration of Foreign Exchange
(SAFE) deposit and $628.4 million for Karachi nuclear power plants. In fiscal year 2017-18, China had given $4.5 billion to Pakistan.
This is the third time in Pakistan’s history that any government has
taken over $10 billion in fresh foreign loans in a single year. The $16 billion
in loans were 71pc or $6.7 billion higher than the government’s own estimates. The government had to heavily rely on foreign loans due to a steep
decline in foreign direct investment, negative growth in exports, higher import bills and repayment of maturing debt. The government’s decision to
depreciate the rupee by over 26pc against the US dollar adversely impacted the country’s ability to repay debt.
Like the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), the PTI government
also relied on short-term foreign commercial loans. Against the budgetary
estimate of $2 billion, the PTI government took $4.1 billion in foreign commercial loans. For the new fiscal year 2019-20, the IMF has projected Pakistan’s gross external financing requirement at $25.6 billion. It includes
$6.6 billion in current account deficit financing and $18.2 billion in external
debt repayment by both public and private sectors.
The PML-N had added Rs15 trillion to public debt and liabilities in five
years, while the PTI increased total debt and liabilities by Rs11 trillion in
one year. More than 80pc loan was piled up by the PTI in one year in comparison with five years of the PML-N. The public debt and liabilities stood
at Rs29 trillion on June 2018, which peaked to Rs40 trillion on June 30,
2019. The latest data released by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
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showed that foreign loan stood at $106 billion till the last fiscal year.
On the other hand, the government has retired record foreign loans
worth $9.5 billion in the last fiscal year, which is also unprecedented in
Pakistan’s history. External debt has increased by $2.7 billion in the PTI
government, whereas in the last year of the PML-N government, foreign
loans had surged by over $7 billion, Federal Minister for Economic Affairs
Hammad Azhar informed the National Assembly recently. Responding to
the opposition’s claim of obtaining domestic loans worth Rs 7,000 billion
or Rs 10,000 billion by the PTI government in its first year in power, he
said the figures were highly exaggerated.
Pakistan’s total debt and liabilities have risen from Rs6,100 billion to
Rs31,000 billion in the last 10 years, when Pakistan was ruled by the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PMLN). According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Pakistan’s external
debt and liabilities would go up by $20.5 billion in the next three years
under its program. In its staff report, the IMF said the net international foreign currency reserves held by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) stood at
negative $17.74 billion by the end of June 2019, and it would further go
up to negative $18.478 billion by the end of September 2019. It projected
that Pakistan’s external debt and liabilities would go up from $104.165 billion by the end of fiscal year 2018-19 to $124.688 billion in financial year
2021-22. It projected that total public and guaranteed debt would surge by
Rs11,000 billion from Rs30,000 billion in 2018-19 to Rs41,799 billion in
2021-22.
However, the IMF believes Pakistan’s debt is still in the limit of sustainability. “Public debt will only be sustainable with full implementation of the
adjustment programme. “Under the Extended Fund Facility (EFF), a strong
fiscal consolidation of 4.5pc of GDP in primary balance over four years
and a recovery in growth supported by structural reforms will help public
debt decrease to around 67 percent of GDP by FY-2024,” it noted. The
IMF forecast the external debt-to-GDP rate to steadily decline after peaking
in FY-2021 due to smaller current account deficits, capital inflows, and flexible market-determined exchange rates. Pakistan’s underlying gross external financing needs can be lower by 1.3 percentage points of GDP on
average every year during the IMF programme and beyond.
It is a fact that past governments failed to make structural changes
and improve governance but the PTI government cannot blame them
now. Consequences of all blunders, mismanagement and inaction of the
past governments lie on the table of Prime Minister Imran Khan and he
has no option of failure. The situation is not easy to handle. The government is finding it difficult even to foot debt servicing and necessary
expenditure and funds for public welfare look impossible at the moment.
However, people can expect relief after two years when public debt will
start decreasing and the government would have spare funds for public
welfare projects.
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Diplomacy

Kashmir at the UN
Nasim Ahmed

Unwittingly, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has internationalized the
Kashmir issue. This he never intended when he moved to annex occupied
Kashmir. The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) members met for
the first time in over five decades to discuss the critical situation in Indian
Held Kashmir, urging parties to the dispute to refrain from taking any unilateral action. The UNSC met behind closed doors at the request of China
and Pakistan to discuss the revocation of the special status of IHK by the
Indian government.
It is significant that the UN Security Council has taken up the issue after
more than 50 years since it was last discussed on the platform, effectively
rejecting India’s stance that IHK was an internal issue and not an internationally recognised dispute. Pakistan’s Representative to the United Nations pointed out that the meeting was a testimony to the fact that Kashmir
is an internationally recognised dispute. The meeting reaffirmed the validity
of the UNSC resolutions on the status of Jammu and Kashmir, nullifying
India’s stand that the occupied valley was its internal matter.
After the UNSC meeting, Chinese ambassador to the United Nations
Zhang Jun said that members of the Security Council had expressed serious concern about the human rights situation in Indian Held Jammu and
Kashmir, and emphasized that parties to the dispute should refrain from
unilateral action that may aggravate the situation. China also proposed
that the Security Council issue a statement on the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir, but diplomats from the United States, France and Germany did
not agree.
No doubt, the UNSC meeting is a diplomatic victory for Pakistan but
this is not the end of the story. This is only the first step that Pakistan has
taken to express solidarity with the people of Jammu and Kashmir, and
much more remains to be done. As China’s envoy pointed out, the issue
of Jammu and Kashmir is an issue left behind by history between India
and Pakistan. According to the previous UNSC resolutions, the status of
Kashmir is undecided and it is an internationally recognized dispute. This
means the Kashmir issue should be resolved through peaceful means in
accordance with the UN charter, the relevant SC resolutions and bilateral
agreements. But the constitutional amendment by India has changed the
status quo in Kashmir, causing tension in the region.
In the meanwhile, US President Donald Trump telephoned Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan and expressed his serious concern over the
situation in South Asia in the wake of Indian government’s action to annex
Indian Held Kashmir (IHK) in violation of the UN resolutions. The conversation between the two leaders lasted for more than 20 minutes just before
the commencement of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
closed-door meeting. Imran Khan briefed the US President about the recent developments and took him into confidence on the position that Pakistan had taken on the issue.
It may be recalled here that President Trump had offered mediation between Pakistan and India on the Kashmir dispute. While the same was ac-
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cepted by Pakistan, India denied having asked for mediation. During his
talk, Prime Minister Imran Khan expressed his anguish about the plight of
Kashmiri people, who have been facing severe hardship under curfew for
the last three weeks. The two leaders agreed to keep in touch in the interest of peace in the region. The White House also issued a statement about
the meeting, urging that Pakistan engage with India to defuse tensions in
the nuclear flashpoint region of Kashmir.
Besides Trump, Prime Minister Imran Khan has also spoken to a number of world leaders, including Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Muhammad, the Saudi Crown Prince and the UAE President. Pakistan has
repeatedly warned the Narendra Modi-led Hindu supremacist government
that the fascist tactics adopted in Indian Held Kashmir (IHK) cannot defeat
the Kashmiris’ indigenous freedom struggle. It is hoped that the world pressure being built up will force India to see reason and retrace its steps from
the path of confrontation.
An encouraging development in this connection is the concern voiced
by the OIC over the Kashmir issue. The OIC General Secretariat has taken
notice of the curtailment of religious freedoms of Muslims in Jammu and
Kashmir, including complete lockdown even on the auspicious occasion
of Eid, denying congregations and preventing Muslims from observing their
religious rituals.
Denial of religious rights constitutes a serious violation of the international human rights law and is an affront to Muslims across the world. The
OIC has urged the Indian authorities to ensure protection of the rights of
Kashmiri Muslims and exercise of their religious rights without any hindrance. The OIC has also called upon the international community, including the United Nations and other relevant bodies, to expedite efforts for a
negotiated settlement of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute on the basis of
relevant UN Security Council resolutions.
Given India’s growing aggressiveness, it is important that Pakistan
should remain in touch with all important world capitals, besides mobilising
Muslim brotherly states to pressure India not to persecute Kashmiris and
or take any unilateral steps that may threaten peace in the region.
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Crisis

Hunger in a world
of abundance
Nasim Ahmed

Hunger is a worldwide problem. The crisis is especially acute in some
African and Asian countries. In its latest world hunger report, the UN says
that the number of hungry people in the world has risen to over 821 million
— that’s one in nine people alive today — and is projected to increase further.
The 2018 Hunger Index analyzed 119 countries to measure hunger levels at global, regional, and national levels. The GHI is calculated according
to four primary indicators: the proportion of the malnourished population,
the frequency of child mortality, stuntedness of children and height to
weight ratios of children.
The hunger report says that tens of millions of people are on the verge
of starvation in African and Asian countries. People living in extreme
hunger suffer recurring illnesses and disabilities. According to the index,
the level of hunger and under-nutrition declined from 29.2 in the year 2000
to 20.9 in 2018. Fourteen countries were excluded from the 2018 GHI due
to the lack of sufficient data. However, the report pointed out that the
hunger situation in seven of them is extremely alarming.
The situation is both tragic and paradoxical. Global food production has
been rising in absolute terms and will likely continue to do so but the growth
is nowhere near the rate needed to feed the 10 billion people who will be
inhabiting the world in 2050.
There are many reasons behind the hunger phenomenon. Drought, fueled by climate change, is one of the biggest factors contributing to global
hunger. Another major factor is that more than half of the world’s 821 million
hungry people live in conflict zones.
With time, the acreage under food production has been shrinking. In
the last 40 years, the world has lost one third of all available farmland to
erosion, population growth, pollution, etc. Experts say that the situation is
going to get worse due to climate change, which is taking a serious toll on
food production worldwide. The situation is deteriorating fast in developing
countries.
According to a survey, each year 1.3 billion tonnes of food — a third of
all world food production — is wasted. In developing countries, this is due
to unintentional losses caused by poor logistics and infrastructure. But in
the richer parts of the world, food is literally wasted. The extent of this loss
is such that the UN estimates that if only a quarter of this perfectly edible
food were to be saved, it would ensure that no one goes hungry anywhere
in the world.
While most of the world’s hungry are located in Asia and Africa, obesity
is also a problem. The US and China lead the way, but African countries,
like Ghana (where 37pc of the adult population suffers from stunting due
to childhood malnutrition), have seen obesity increase by 500pc in just a
few decades.
The fondness for meat is a hidden reason for world hunger. Globally,
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animal farming takes up a staggering 83 per cent of all available agricultural
land while providing only 18pc of our calories. Beef production accounts
for the lion’s share of this and producing a single kilo of beef requires using
anything from 5,000 to 20,000 litres of water, while also contributing vast
amounts of greenhouse gases.
This means that reducing meat consumption can help solve the hunger
problem. This calls for adoption of appropriate technologies.
Out of the total of 119 countries in the hunger index of 2016, Pakistan
ranks 106th. Almost 43 percent of Pakistan’s population faces food insecurity. Of this number, 18 percent of people in Pakistan severely lack access to food. Pakistan has one of the most malnourished and poorest
regions in the world, which is Tharparkar region in the Sindh province. Most
of the region is desert land, with the majority of inhabitants depending on
seasonal rainfall. In the province of Sindh, 50 percent of children below 5
years of age are stunted and 19 percent are severely malnourished. The
region’s intense food insecurity stems from lack of investment in the infrastructure and population coupled with the flood that hit Sindh especially
hard.
The number of malnourished Pakistanis has increased since the early
1990s from 24 million to 45 million in 2008. Most of the population is suspected to be extremely lacking both Vitamin A and Vitamin D consumption
due to fish, egg yolk and cod liver being in short supply. Needless to say,
to fight hunger in Pakistan efforts should be redoubled to increase food
production, while also creating a better distribution system so that food
reaches the areas of scarcity.
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Strategy

Army Chief’s
new term
Muhammad Hassan

Prime Minister Imran Khan has extended the tenure of Army Chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa for another three years. The decision was expected
in the current external situation, especially after heightened tension with
India over the Kashmir issue.
The decision also comes at a time when Pakistan is playing a key role
in peace talks between the US and the Afghan Taliban. Analysts say the
extension was necessary in view of the existing geopolitical situation,
which has been defined by rising hostilities in occupied Kashmir and
progress in the Afghan peace process, which stands at a critical stage.
Talking to the media, Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said Prime
Minister Imran had used his constitutional authority to extend General
Bajwa's tenure in view of the regional situation. He said the decision would
send a clear message to Pakistan's neighbours that there is continuity and
clarity in the country's leadership.
Analysts say the Army Chief was not interested in an extension but the
prime minister must have asked him to continue his job in the wake of the
regional security environment. Changing horses in midstream could not
have been a wise decision. The security situation demanded Prime Minister Imran Khan to retain the most important member of his team. It is an
extraordinary decision in an extraordinary situation, they say. According to
defence analyst Talat Masood, “We are going through a sensitive time and
it is imperative that our civilian and military leaderships retain the connections that they have made with each other. India has stepped up its offences. On the other hand, there is a prospect of a huge change in
Afghanistan and right now it is not clear what kind of situation will develop
in the war-torn country. This is a positive step in the light of the regional
situation, as there should be continuity in the leadership.”
However, the opposition is not happy over the decision. The Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) has not reacted to the move. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), which during its last tenure gave a similar threeyear second term to the then Army Chief General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani,
described it as an undesirable action that “could undermine the morale of
the troops.” PPP Senator Farhatullah Babar said extensions in service
were not advisable and should not be viewed favourably. “It impacts adversely on the career prospects of scores of offices in the hierarchy and
consequently on their morale. The army is a strong institution and strong
institutions do not depend on individuals no matter howsoever competent
and brilliant,” he maintained. He reminded Prime Minister Imran Khan of
his past stance on the issue of extensions and how he had welcomed former Army Chief General Raheel Sharif when he announced that he was
not considering any extension 10 months before his scheduled retirement.
The Awami National Party (ANP), in its reaction, termed the government’s
decision “a payback” and feared that it could politicise the institution. The
opposition’s stance on the extension only proves its double standard. The
PPP itself committed the same “mistake” in the past and its allies, including
the ANP, kept quiet.
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Many politicians and analysts contended that the decision was necessitated by the situation on the eastern border. Defence analyst Lt-Gen
(retd) Amjad Shoaib said an exceptional regional situation had warranted
an extension for General Bajwa, otherwise it was preferable that institution’s systems functioned normally. Referring to one of his earlier conversations with General Bajwa, whom he described as a simple and
straightforward person, Shoaib said the Army Chief too was convinced that
he should retire in time. But a sudden change in the regional situation, especially the developing scenario in Afghanistan and India-held Kashmir,
caused the rethink. Regional governments, he said, were very comfortable
with General Bajwa and the government was “not confident” that it would
be able to smoothly handle regional matters if he left.
According to a notification issued by the Prime Minister’s Office, "General Qamar Javed Bajwa is appointed Chief of Army Staff for another term
of three years from the date of completion of current tenure. The decision
has been taken in view of the regional security environment." The notification was personally signed by Prime Minister Imran Khan. The last line
of the notification says all. General Bajwa was appointed the Chief of Army
Staff by former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in November 2016. The extension in his tenure marks the second time in nearly a decade that the
country's top general had his traditional three-year term extended. The
first time was in 2010 when the then Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani,
after consultation with the then President Asif Ali Zardari, had granted an
extension of three years to the Chief of Army Staff at the time, General
Ashfaq Parvez Kayani.
Experts see rare harmony in relationship between the country's civilian
and military leaderships in Prime Minister Imran Khan’s first year in office.
Last month, General Bajwa defended the tough economic measures taken
by the PTI government as “difficult but extremely essential”. It was a second
occasion in a week when General Bajwa had spoken on the economy. Earlier, he had dwelt upon the economic situation at a seminar and blamed financial indiscipline and timid decision-making in the past for the current fiscal
mess in the country and endorsed the steps being taken by the government
to deal with the situation and sought public support for the economic plan.
Earlier, the Pakistani Army decided to voluntarily slash its budget for the current fiscal year to help the government tackle a critical financial situation.
The extension in General Bajwa’s tenure was expected in the current
external security situation, while the internal situation has improved considerably under his command. When General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani’s
tenure was extended in 2010, the country was in the middle of a war
against militants. The situation is not different on Pakistan’s border with
India. India is violating ceasefire agreements on the Line of Control (LoC)
and targeting civilians in Pakistan. It has changed the status of occupied
Kashmir to convert the Muslim majority into minority. Pakistan expects a
false flag operation in Azad Kashmir. In the contest, the retention of the
current command was necessary.
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Assessment

PTI’s first-year
report card
Muhammad Ali

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government claims to have put the
country on the right track in its first year in power and hopes people would
start getting benefits from the second year of its term. However, the opposition sees worsening of all economic and social indicators and warns the
next years would be even tougher.
It is a fact that the first year of the PTI government has been the hardest
for the people of the country. Inflation has already hit five-year high. Prices
of vegetables, fruits and meat have posted persistent increase in major
urban centres. The government has increased prices of all petroleum products almost every month. Power and gas tariff have also been revised upward. The rupee has depreciated by 30pc against the dollar, which has
skyrocketed prices of all essentials.
The first year of the government was quite difficult due to an economic
crisis it inherited from the previous regime but the PTI claims to have laid
the foundation of good governance and reforms. Launching its first year
performance report, the government said it would announce a Rs900 billion development budget for the next year against Rs500b of the current
year. The Pakistan Postal Service and National Highway Authority were
success stories during the past year. The Housing Ministry launched the
Naya Pakistan Housing Scheme to reduce housing shortage in the country. The government introduced the visa on arrival policy and new tourism
policy to attract foreign tourists. Similarly, the Interior Ministry improved
border security. It was a big success of the foreign ministry that for the first
time in 50 years a UN session took place on the Kashmir issue despite
India repeatedly calling for a veto, the report said.
According to the government, the Ehsaas welfare programme was also
one of its major achievements. The Board of Investment approved establishment of the first special economic zone under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in Rashakai, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, five zones in
Punjab, two in Balochistan and one in Sindh. The government had allocated Rs12b to the agriculture sector as compared to just Rs1b during
2018-19 to ensure food security and bring about prosperity among small
farmers.
The report said the Prime Minister’s Youth Skill Development Initiative
and Kamyab Jawan Programme had been launched by allocating Rs10b
to each initiative. The Ten Billion Tsunami Tree Plantation Programme was
launched at a cost of Rs 7.5b to mitigate the adverse effects of climate
change. A number of initiatives have been undertaken to reform the power
sector and make it self-sustaining. The National Internal Security Committee and the National Intelligence Committee have been set up to assist
the Interior Ministry in critical areas of internal security.
Online and electronic visa regime has been introduced for citizens of
175 countries to attract investors and tourists. The report also highlights
achievements of the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination and steps to provide better health facilities to the people. Ac-
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cording to the report, the benefit package for each enrolled family has been
raised to Rs120,000 per year for secondary care treatment and premium
amount increased to Rs 720,000 per family (previous Rs 600,000) per year
for treatment of eight priority diseases.
Another major achievement listed by the government is the International Monetary Fund programme under which the government will receive
$6b, which will support the balance of payment and strengthen the market
confidence. Remittances sent by Pakistanis living abroad surpassed the
target of $21.2b in 2019 as it increased by 9.68pc to $21.841b. Under the
social protection programme, targeted poverty reduction interventions
have been made through the Ehsaas programme, the BISP, Sehat Sahulat
programme and expanding coverage of Waseela-i-Taleem programme.
According to the report, the scheme of five million houses will benefit
28 industries and generate sizeable employment. The Kamyab Jawan programme will provide Rs100b low-cost loans to youths to set up or expand
business. The Pakistan Railways, through special initiatives, managed to
generate an additional revenue of Rs10b that helped it reduce its annual
deficit by Rs4b and absorb a Rs6b additional bill in respect of the increasing cost of fuel as well as the pay and pension bill.
Under the Education Ministry, the National Curriculum Council was reconstituted with key focus on developing a uniform national curriculum in
three phases. The government held the groundbreaking ceremony of the
Mohmand Dam project and released Rs17b to kickstart the project. A new
phase was launched in relations with the United States based on convergent interests and better appreciation of Pakistan’s role in the region. The
government also achieved positive re-engagement with Afghanistan at
summit level and supported its peace process. It hopes to create 10 million
jobs and ensure 7pc growth rate by 2023.
However, the opposition has been critical of the government’s performance. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) said all economic and
social indicators had nosedived in the first year of the PTI government. It
said the PTI’s performance was such a disaster that not a single minister,
let alone the prime minister, showed up to present its report. Over 4.5 million people have been thrown below the poverty line while 1.5m lost jobs
in one year, it claimed. According to the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
Pakistan has become more unsafe, unstable, economically vulnerable and
internationally weak since last year’s general elections. Titled “One Year
of Tabahi (destruction)”, its 112-page “white paper” declared that the first
year of the “selected” government had witnessed destructive policies, Uturns, broken promises and dashed hopes.
It is a fact that the government has nothing to show to the people on
the economic front. But the opposition parties cannot blame the PTI for
the poor state of affairs because they are responsible for it. The government hopes the situation will improve after few more months of turbulence.
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Graft

Nabbing the NAB
Muhammad Zain

The government has decided to limit the scope of the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) to holders of public offices only. It means bureaucrats will be
given a free hand to misappropriate public money. The move will also promote corruption in politics, because it is the bureaucracy that teaches politicians how to steal from the national kitty.
Under a proposed amendment to the National Accountability Ordinance
(NAO), commonly known as the NAB law, the government will strip the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) of powers to investigate the affairs of persons other than holders of public offices. The government claims the
amendment aims at “rationalising” the NAB law and “exclude private persons
from the NAB jurisdiction”. “Someone who has never held a public office and
is also not related to a holder of public office, being a private person he/she
should not be under the jurisdiction of the NAB,” Federal Law Minister Barrister Farogh Nasim told a press conference.
The government believes businesspersons should be subject to relevant
laws of the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) in case they are involved in tax evasion and other financial irregularities. The graft watchdog might also be barred from interfering in matters relating to financial disputes between private parties because the
organisation was created mainly to investigate mega-corruption cases.
A proposed amendment would empower the accountability courts to grant
bail to a NAB accused, which is not permissible under the current law. Under
the NAO of 1999, there is no provision for grant of bail to a NAB suspect; as
a result, a suspect has to file a petition under the Article 199 with a high court
to seek a bail. A citizen can invoke the Article 199 and file a petition with a
high court to enforce fundamental rights when there is no remedy available
under the law.
The law ministry is also working on redefining the provisions related to
voluntary return of the embezzled amount and release of a person under a
plea bargain. According to the government, the proposed amendments had
been drafted keeping in view recent judgments of Chief Justice of Pakistan
Asif Saeed Khosa and Justice Sheikh Azmat Saeed.
Meanwhile, NAB Chairman Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal has announced that
the anti-corruption watchdog will not pursue cases pertaining to income tax
or sales tax against members of the business community. In a press release,
the NAB chairman said that ongoing cases against businesspeople would
be sent to the Federal Board of Revenue and notices recently issued to owners of flour mills by the anti-corruption watchdog’s Multan office were suspended with immediate effect. He said he would personally look into the
matter. “The NAB is a people and business-friendly institution and gives top
priority to solving problems being faced by the business community,” the
press release quoted the NAB chairman as saying. His comments came after
a meeting with a delegation of businesspeople, headed by Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry President Daroo Khan Achakzai,
at the NAB headquarters. The NAB Executive Board has also started referring petty cases to the provinces or other authorities after it was asked re-
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cently by the federal government to deal only with mega corruption cases.
The federal cabinet has decided to make some procedural changes in
the working of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) to provide a conducive environment for business activities and investment for the revival of
the crippling economy. “In the light of complaints of the business community
against the NAB, the federal cabinet discussed how the practice of arm-twisting and threatening of businesspeople by some NAB officials can be
thwarted,” Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan
told a press conference after a cabinet meeting. The cabinet observed that
businesspeople were afraid of the NAB and not investing their money. It said
business activities had come to a halt and the economy crippled due to the
fear of the NAB.
Two task forces on civil service reforms — austerity and restructuring —
have recommended that the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) should
not proceed against a serving or retired civil servant without the approval of
supervisory committees at the federal and provincial levels. It was proposed
that no investigation or reference be initiated or no arrest made of a person
unless the NAB has placed the prima facie cause before a supervisory committee for its approval to proceed with the reference, investigation or arrest.
The supervisory committee would assist the bureau in filtering out the investigation process by deciding whether there is sufficient evidence to proceed
with investigation or arrest by the NAB.
A person being proceeded against would include anyone who is or has
been in the service of the state, which would include contractual or ex-officio
appointments. The supervisory committees would consist of a retired judge
of a high court, three persons who have served as secretary to the federal
government or in an equivalent position and whose retirement from service
occurred at least two years before the date of appointment to the supervisory
committee, a senior chartered accountant, a senior banker, and a senior civil
engineer, a domain specialist who can be co-opted. It was also proposed
that a 15-member parliamentary committee would choose the members of
the supervisory committees through a majority vote. Members of the parliamentary committee would be nominated by the heads of parliamentary parties having more than 10 members in parliament.
It is clear that the government wants to amend NAB laws to facilitate the
bureaucracy and businesspeople. The move to provide relief to the bureaucracy was initiated after it started sitting on files of development projects. The
government says bureaucrats, who are afraid of the NAB, do not sign files of
development projects, thus hindering public welfare. The relief to businesspeople aims to revive the economy. The government might have a justification for the amendments, but they would only promote corruption.
Bureaucrats are the engine of corruption in Pakistan. They also encourage
politicians to commit corruption. No politician can commit corruption without
their abetment. The proposal to give a free hand to businesspeople will also
promote corruption in society. Thousands of graft cases of housing societies,
launched by businesspeople, and millions of their victims still wait for justice.
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Terrorism

Daesh derails peace
process in Afghanistan?
Shahid Hussain

A suicide attack by Daesh or Islamic State (IS) on a wedding party in
Afghanistan’s capital Kabul poses a serious threat to peace efforts in the
war-torn country. It also sounds a serious warning to local power stakeholders, regional countries and the whole world.
The attack took place days after a US-based think tank, the Institute
for the Study of War, had published a report suggesting the caliphate is
alive and well and is set to re-emerge imminently with deadly consequences. According to the report, IS still maintains several sleeper cells
and has accrued billions of pounds worth of funding which has allowed it
to remain a threat. The slow-motion reduction of IS territory and strength
initiated by President Obama and continued by President Trump gave the
group plenty of time to plan and prepare for the next phase of the war, the
report states. Its successful reconstitution of a physical caliphate in Iraq
and Syria would produce new waves of attacks in Europe and dangerously
legitimise its narrative of inevitable long-term victory. The jihadi group was
officially wiped out in Syria earlier this year, but its leaders and soldiers
are now spread across the Middle East. According to the report, IS has a
global finance network that funded its transition back to an insurgency and
it still retains potent weapons.
The horrific attack came at a time when negotiations between the
United States and the Taliban over when to withdraw US troops from the
country are in the final stage. US analysts fear the attack by the Islamic
State’s affiliate in Afghanistan, known as IS-K, has only empowered the
potential deal’s critics—mostly hawkish Republicans and retired military
leaders—who believe the terrorist organisation will flourish without an
American presence in the region. It has also left the Taliban’s willingness
to maintain a ceasefire in serious doubt.
Soon after the attack, IS-K became the subject of several news stories
in the American press that warned of the group’s resurgence, including a
Washington Post article that called it a “major threat.” Experts are far from
unanimous on this point and intelligence officials told the New York Times
that they only see IS-K as “a regional problem” and “more of a threat to
the Taliban than to the West.” Both IS-K and the Taliban recruit radical
Sunni fighters and oppose the Afghan government, but they consider each
other rivals and have fought repeatedly.
For the US, the problem of how to characterize IS-K is not a new one.
After forming in eastern Afghanistan in 2015, it has grown substantially—
from roughly 700 fighters as of October 2018 to more than 2,500 as of last
month—but is still only a fraction of the Taliban’s size. Experts believe IS
is a third tier threat within Afghanistan. The Taliban, al-Qaeda, and their
allied groups still dominate the landscape of extremist groups in
Afghanistan, but IS-K has endured as a perennial distraction for the US
military, which has been unable to successfully eradicate it despite several
targeted missions. When the Pentagon dropped the so-called “Mother of
All Bombs” three months into Trump’s term, it was with the intention of destroying a tunnel network IS-K fighters had used for transportation in their
ongoing clash with Afghan security forces. That bomb evidently failed to
live up to its name.
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The deadly attack is being seen in the country as an effort by IS to lay
claim to power. But it is not a party to the planned peace agreement. The
deal includes a commitment from the Taliban to begin negotiating directly
with Afghan leaders. With that possible, if still unlikely, deal on the horizon,
IS-K has shifted into focus as a core concern for the Afghan military and
its American advisers. “The IS-K poses a serious threat to Afghanistan and
the world, and it needs an international consensus,” a spokesperson for
the Afghan National Security Council said. A Pentagon report submitted
to Congress the same day reached a similar conclusion, finding that IS-K
“will remain an enduring threat in Afghanistan, even if the Afghan government and the Taliban reach a political settlement.”
The attack on a wedding party shows the group does not aim to win
ordinary people’s loyalty but to rule through fear and a few select powerbrokers. Its explicit savagery is not a byproduct of broader strategy. It is
the strategy, noted a report in the Guardian. IS strategic thinking has
been heavily influenced by the advice of key jihadi thinkers who argued
a decade or more ago that extremists needed to foment civil war, discord
and chaos. The resultant bloody anarchy would allow them to gain support and eventual power. This was one reason it made savage assaults
on Shia Muslims central to its worldview and strategy, aiming to prompt
civil war in Iraq. The victims of its latest attack were from Afghanistan’s
marginalised Hazara minority and Shia. The aim was slightly different
though. A civil war is already under way, and there is no need to provoke
a fresh one. Instead, the attack on the wedding underlined the inability
of the Afghan government to protect its own citizens, prompting fear and
anger and helping to ensure that any efforts to stabilise the country
come to nothing.
Experts see the attack a tragic reminder of the threat posed by IS in
Afghanistan and the broader region. For them, what is particularly concerning about it is its resilience. Despite many constraints — including an
unfriendly militant environment dominated by groups aligned with its AlQaeda rival; an inability to seize large amounts of territory; and a relentless
campaign of US-Afghan airstrikes that target it practically every day — the
group has retained the ability to strike in spectacular fashion.
It is feared IS would keep on terrorizing Afghanistan if the Taliban
agreed to a troop withdrawal deal with Washington, and even if they
agreed to a comprehensive peace settlement with Kabul. A Taliban peace
accord would strengthen it. Many hard-line Taliban members, unhappy
about a peace deal that they oppose, would throw their allegiances to it. It
has already attracted several splinter factions of other terrorist organizations — from the Pakistani Taliban to the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
— to its cause.
Analysts say the latest attack is also a reminder of the dangers that IS
poses to broader South Asia. A few months ago, the group had claimed a
series of attacks on churches in Sri Lanka. A few years earlier, it was involved in a deadly assault on a popular bakery in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Its
expanding outreach demands the world must start a fresh war against it
after declaring its demise too early.

September 1-15, 2019

Reform

Signs of distant relief
Husnain Shahid

Pakistan’s exports are expected to increase to $36.7 billion by year
2023-24. The pressure of current account deficit on the country will
also ease out gradually from its peak of $19.9 billion in 2017-18 to
$6.95 billion in the current fiscal year. The trade deficit is also forecast
to decline to $24.9 billion in the current fiscal year from US $ 29.46 billion in 2018-19. The signs of relief, noted by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), are a significant development for the government and people of Pakistan.
In its recent staff report on Pakistan, the IMF has estimated that the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) is likely to collect Rs5.5 trillion during
the current fiscal year, which would increase to Rs7.001 trillion in the
next year while the revenues would reach Rs8.3 trillion in 2021-2022
and Rs9.48 billion in the subsequent year on the back of policy measures committed by the Pakistan authorities. The overall revenues of
the country will surge to Rs7.165 trillion in 2019-20, followed by Rs8.9
trillion in 2020-21, Rs10.6 trillion in 2021-22, Rs12.12 trillion in 202223, and Rs13.37 billion in 2023-24. With few million taxpayers filing tax
returns and tax compliance generally very low, tax policy and administration measures will center on broadening the tax base while maintaining a low tax rate, aiming to ensure progress of the tax system, it
added.
The IMF hoped additional 4-5 percentage points of the GDP in additional tax revenues could be achieved by the end of its program,
bringing Pakistan’s tax ratio in line with “Emerging Markets.” In the near
term, measures include removing exemptions and preferential treatment to reduce distortions in the tax system and broaden the tax base.
These include the removal of GST exemptions and preferential rates,
except for basic food and medicines, a measure that would significantly
improve revenues, the report added. Greater inter-provincial harmonization and coordination of GST will also simplify filing procedures
and increase compliance.
Pakistan’s economic policy during the last year has achieved remarkable results, Sina Finance, one of the largest financial news portals in China, reported. The report said the Pakistani economy has
emerged from the crisis in the past year and gradually stabilized. The
positive trend of the economic policy that reflects the stability of the
Pakistani government is significant. Among them, improvement of the
business environment, increase of taxation scale, adjustment of development focus and the optimization of foreign-related cooperation are
its outstanding features, it noted.
The positive changes in the strong base have laid a relatively reliable foundation for the development of Pakistan in the next stage. The
optimization of the business environment is conducive to expanding
the attraction of foreign investment. The report pointed out that in the
past year, the Pakistani government's main investment department responsible for attracting foreign investment has approved the establishment of 11 special economic zones, which are distributed in the four
provinces of the country. Besides, Pakistan has also implemented a
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series of reform measures to improve the ease of doing business. Taking the establishment of a company as an example, the report said the
new company registration can be completed within one working day,
the power supply can be in place within three months to four months,
and the new building construction permit can be approved within three
months. In the course of business, taxes, social security, and pension
payments can be paid online, it noted.
Some recent indicators prove Pakistan is moving towards the right
direction. Its current account deficit has narrowed significantly by 73pc
to $579 million in July, the first month of the current fiscal year, following the government’s agreement with the IMF on implementing tough
measures for a bailout of $6 billion. The current account deficit stood
at $2.13 billion in the same month last year, the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) reported. The colossal contraction in the deficit came on the
back of a 26pc drop in imports and 11pc improvement in exports. The
desired improvement in the two major heads – imports and exports –
was partly achieved after the government implemented reforms under
the 39-month IMF loan programme, which started in July.
The programme binds the government to undertake structural reforms, including increase in the key interest rate which stood at an
eight-year high of 13.25pc in July, depreciation of the rupee, which fell
by 32pc to Rs160 to the US dollar in FY19, upward revision in power
and gas tariffs and an ambitious tax-collection target of Rs5.55 trillion
for the current fiscal year among other tough conditions for steering
the economy out of the crisis. A government crackdown on smuggling
will help it achieve the tax collection target of Rs5.55 trillion while exports have surged after the rupee depreciated significantly. The government has targeted to contain the fiscal year 2019-20 current
account deficit at $6.5 billion, as agreed with the IMF, compared to
$13.5 billion deficit in the preceding fiscal year.
Textile exports have increased by 3.12pc during the first month of
the current financial year (July-FY20) as compared to the exports of
the corresponding month of the last year, according the SBP. In July,
textile products worth $1.22 billion were exported against the exports
of $1.18 billion during the same month last year. SBP Governor Reza
Baqir believes the country has taken right decisions for reviving the
slowing economy as their implementation has started bearing fruit.
The government hopes to bring stability to the country. However,
its biggest challenge is rising inflation, which has made lives of the
common people miserable. Inflation entered double digits in July, the
biggest increase in five years and nine months. Inflation, measured by
the Consumer Price Index (CPI), rose to 10.34pc in July from 8.9pc
the preceding month, the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics said. During
the same month last year, inflation stood at 5.84pc. The last time inflation entered the double digits was in November 2013, and it was
10.9pc. The government will have to devise an effective mechanism to
check prices of essentials so that people could wait until harsh measure start bearing fruit.
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Debate

Institutional failure and
ethnic balance in Pakistan
Raza Khan

In recent years, an increasing number of international observers, scholars and analysts affiliated with the media and think tanks in the US and
Europe have been dubbing Pakistan a “failing state”. Although using
such a blanket statement about Pakistan is indeed wrong, yet the multifarious problems that have inflicted the country and the crisis the state
has faced are enormous.
The successive governments and military rulers’ failure to stem the
rot has obviously contributed significantly to the situation. A number of
reputable international analysts and experts have been furnishing different reasons for Pakistan civil institutions’ constant downslide. A study of
these factors reveals generally three distinguishable and major reasons
for the state institutions’ decline. These include: the country’s inability to
provide security in the former FATA and now newly merged tribal districts
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, Balochistan province and most of the
rural areas across the country; the government’s incapacity to manage
the natural and man-made disasters, for instance, the recent rains in
Karachi and the havoc they wreaked. Another vital factor which different
quarters have cited for the contemporary crisis in Pakistan but which remained largely ignored has been the prevalent ethnic tensions in the
country. Unfortunately, these ethnic tensions over the years have assumed the shape of a conflict gnawing at the capacity of the state to fulfill
its fundamental responsibility to the people and society at large.
An independent and honest analysis of the present crisis in Pakistan
could be that governance in the country is not good. This really is a
cause of grave concern for every thinking citizen of Pakistan. However,
Pakistani officials have been pooh-poohing such deep analysis and instead most officials air statements to condemn a realistic analysis and
dismiss it as “rubbish.” The panacea is that policymakers and officials
should do some introspection to gauge the situation. The best way for
doing this would be to conduct objective and thorough research employing latest social science techniques in order to assess the prevailing situation. However, due to very poor social science research infrastructure
available in Pakistan as well as the government’s total apathy towards
research to gauge social trends and then formulate policies on its basis,
it would remain a pipedream.
Insofar as the government’s failure in the merged districts, KP,
Balochistan and the country’s rural areas is concerned, it is now an open
secret. At one point, the Pakistan Taliban, backed by Al Qaeda, had almost set up parallel administrative and judicial structures in South and
North Waziristan and the rest of FATA. Although the state has established
its writ in the tribal areas after large-scale military offensives against the
terrorists and militants, yet the situation leaves a lot to be desired. On
the other hand, ethno-nationalist Baloch terrorists continue to target civilians and personnel of law enforcement agencies in Balochistan province,
but the provincial government has not been able to control the situation.
In most of rural areas of the country, the state writ is eroding and the
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agrarian influential elite and criminal elements are increasingly joined
or replaced by religious insurgents or local mafias are in control. The
emergence and entrenching of so-called militants and criminal groups,
particularly in entire rural Southern Punjab is a case in point. Ironically,
whatever state’s symbolic presence exists in the rural areas is at the
mercy of these forces rather than deriving strength from the supreme
institutions of the state.
The political and democratic forces in Balochistan have been demanding the handing over of the provinces’ resources, like gas, from
the central government but to no avail. Political parties representing
smaller nationalities of the country, including Pakhtoons, Sindhis,
Balochs and Seraikis, have been demanding a new social contract in
the shape of a new constitution devised on the basis of ethnic and legislative equality of the major ethnic groups. These groups regard the
1973 Constitution as an institutionalized framework for the hegemony
of the Punjab by giving the latter lopsided legislative majority vis-à-vis
other nationalities. According to them, the legislative imbalance tilted
highly in favour of the Punjab and leading to the framing of unpopular
and unrepresentative policies is the main cause of all the maladies befalling Pakistan.
The situation in urban areas of the country is also not satisfactory.
This can be gauged from the present state of civic amenities in the
largest city of Karachi where one heavy rain is enough to turn the metropolis into a submerged island. Criminal gangs operate with impunity
in main cities of Pakistan. Urban decay is ubiquitous and the government institutions’ responsiveness is hardly there.
The problem of contemporary Pakistan is that there are virtually no
real national political institutions, like political parties or national political
goals. Every institution has become restricted to a particular area or interest while the so-called national parties are mere power hungry. In
such a situation, people are really in a dilemma that how to put the country on the right and developing track. There are very few saner and democratic voices among the political forces while the country already does
not have any choice regarding the political system. In such a conundrum, arguments of having a new social contract are very important to
heed to. Furthermore, keeping in view the state of the Pakistani state
and society, no one can deny the necessity of a new social contract.
However, the question is whether the country’s political leadership has
the will to accept the indispensability of such a debate.
The present government of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), led
by Prime Minister Imran Khan, may have every intention and seriousness to address the grave issues of the country. However, after the one
year performance of the government, it seems that it is suffering seriously from lack of capacity and even direction. If even the present government and PM Khan fail to stem the institutional rot, the problems of
the country will compound.
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Security

Afghan refugees, now a
threat to Pak sovereignty
Raza Khan

Of late, two incidents have proved without doubt that the Afghan refugee population in Pakistan is not only a threat to the economy and security of the country, but also its sovereignty.
In the first incident that happened on August 14, Independence Day of Pakistan, when all Pakistanis were busy celebrating their national day with fervor
and enthusiasm, an Afghan national living in the Board locality of Peshawar,
the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, hoisted the national flag of
Afghanistan on a billboard. In another incident on August 18, a bunch of Afghan
refugee lads in Peshawar blocked a main square of on Jamrud Road, Hayatabad entrance, and chanted slogans against Pakistan while creating problems for commuters. The police arrested the man who had hoisted the Afghan
flag on Pakistan’s national day as well as some of the Afghan refugee boys
who had chanted slogans against Pakistan. However, a local court of Peshawar set free the culprit for hoisting the Afghan flag without any real trial,
whereas the perpetrators of the other incident are under investigation but may
also be acquitted by court. But more important than their fate is the timing of
the incidents and their intention.
Insofar as the intention of the Afghan refugees involved in both incidents is
concerned, it is quite obvious that the incidents aimed at infuriating Pakistanis
and hurt their sentiments. It is an open secret that most of the Afghan refugees
living in Pakistan have a deep hatred towards Pakistan and its citizens. This is
despite the fact that the country and its people have done everything to host
them for four long decades and facilitate them in every possible and even impossible manner. The Afghan refugees have been displaying their hatred towards Pakistan on every occasion but demonstrating such a behavior in such
a daredevil manner and with impunity is a new but dangerous development.
Thus, we could safely say that millions of Afghan refugees have become a
grave threat to the sovereignty of Pakistan. By hurting the feelings of Pakistanis,
the Afghan refugees are triggering a grave conflict which may become bloody.
It is also noteworthy that the Afghan refugees living in Pakistan constitute
one of the largest refugee populations anywhere in the world. In fact, for a long
time in the past the Afghan refugees in Pakistan were the largest refugee population in a single country. At the height of international conflict in Afghanistan
in 1980s, there were four million Afghans living as refugees in Pakistan. Their
number remained somewhat constant for a long time but there are no less than
two million Afghan refugees still living in Pakistan. But a very important aspect
of the Afghan refugee population in Pakistan is their children. They number,
by any calculation, no less than 6-7 million.
The two incidents could also be analyzed from the standpoint that the
Afghan refugees sensing the return of peace to their country have become
overconfident and want to put a message across Pakistan and Pakistanis that
what is in store for them once complete peace is returned to Afghanistan. Kabul
has longstanding irredentist claims on Pakistan’s Pakhtun territory and it considers the border between the two states, known as the Durand Line, “imaginary” and “controversial.” So, once complete peace returns to Afghanistan,
then every possible effort would be made by Kabul to pick up quarrels with
Pakistan. This may also be part of the well-orchestrated stratagem of the
Afghan security establishment and its agents within the Afghan refugees, so
that Pakistan could be stopped from playing its role in Afghanistan and the Taliban could not return to power.
It is unfortunate that in the Pakistani power corridors there has been little
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cognizance of the grave threat which millions of the Afghan refugees pose to
the country’s security, economy and now its sovereignty. This may perhaps be
due to the fact that most of the Afghan refugees live outside Islamabad, particularly in KP and Balochistan provinces. However, it does not mean that the
threat is not there. Here, it may be mentioned that some months back, the KP
government of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had asked the federal government of its own party to finally send back the refugees to their country and
not to give extension in stay after June 30, 2019, the last day of their last extension. The demand of the KP government from the federal government fell
on deaf ears and they were given yet another extension to stay in Pakistan.
Most of the Afghan refugees in Pakistan have been living in KP and they
are a huge rather an unbearable burden on the meagre resources of the
province. According to KP Information Minister Shaukat Yousafzai, the economy and infrastructure of the province has been in tatters due to the presence
of millions of Afghan refugees. Moreover, he said that a large number of the
Afghan refugees have been involved in heinous crimes including terrorism.
The fact of the matter is that with the rise of the so-called PTM, a self-appointed
champion of Pakhtun rights, the repatriation of the Afghan refugees has become even more critical for Pakistan. It is quite obvious that the PTM has been
getting full-fledge support from Afghanistan and it even has been admitted by
its members. One must recall that when the PTM for the first time started holding demonstrations against the killing of Naqeebullah Mehsud in a suspected
police encounter in Karachi and made it a case of “atrocities” on Pashtuns, no
other than Afghan President Ashraf Ghani had spoken in support of the group.
It is important to note that the demand of the KP government from the federal government of Prime Minister Imran Khan, despite that both are ruled by
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), not to grant further extension in the stay of
the Afghan refugees was diametrically opposed to what the premier had said
a few months back. In a strange statement, PM Imran Khan had said that his
government was considering naturalizing the Afghan refugees and
Bangladeshis living in Pakistan. The statement had raised serious concerns
people from different walks of life and many political parties too. While it could
not be understood that in what context PM Khan made the statement, but it
seems that while doing so he was not fully aware of the legal, political and
social pitfalls, which the step would precipitate.
Later, PM Khan and his ministers tried to clarify that the statement regarding naturalizing the Afghan refugees in Pakistan was made as there
was no other option but to deal with them. Some ministers and government
spokesmen unsuccessfully tried to defend the statement by stating that he
was just mentioning Afghans living in Karachi. It did not make sense at all
that a country would take a decision to naturalize foreigners living in one of
its cities and left others. This was not at all practicable because once foreign
citizens in one part of Pakistan are naturalized, it would set an example. As
the statement and whatever half-cooked plan was to naturalize millions of
Afghan citizens, it was totally irrational and would continue to be irrational,
therefore, it has been unheard of since then.
It is not only the KP province but also Balochistan, where the second largest
Afghan refugee population lives, has been objecting to their continued stay
there. Now the most important question is that when Pakistan policymakers
would realize the multiple threats the Afghan refugees population pose to Pakistan as well as to peace in their own country.
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Economics

IMF, the only answer to
our economic problems?
Muhammad Jahangir

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is like an addiction. Many countries
have taken the IMF route, only to return to it again and again. Pakistan is
one of the countries which have contacted it to redress their economic
problems. The IMF is no more than a temporary palliative. And the problem
returns soon with all its virulence. Under an IMF programme, the basic
structural issues of an economy are not addressed. Taxes are increased,
subsidies are cut and utility charges are enhanced as a result of which the
common people are subjected to severe hardships. But the economy as a
whole remains unreformed.
IMF programmes are not about economic justice or creating an equitable society by narrowing the rich-poor gap. The Fund behaves more like
a recovery manager and for the purpose indirect taxation is increased. It
never insists on taxing the rich and superrich or the landed aristocracy.
This is specially so in the case of Pakistan. Another feature of an IMF programme is that it seldom, if ever, talks about cutting government expenditure or eliminating its colossal waste. The issues are many and range from
deficiencies in a programme’s design and conflicting objectives to a lack
of understanding of the political economy. All these have not just important
ramifications for the macroeconomic performance of a country, as well as
serious social consequences, they also have a large bearing on the sustainability of reforms.
Pakistan is a case in point. From 2008 onwards and even earlier, there
was an excessive emphasis on tax collection. But the approach was faulty
as there were no accompanying efforts to reform the tax administration or
rid the tax machinery of corruption and inefficiency. As a result, the burden
falls heavily on those already in the tax net while those outside the net
continue with their immunity. This is one of the basic reasons for the failure
of IMF programmes.
There are also sectoral issues. Under IMF directions, achieving “costrecovery” tariffs for electricity was a prime objective. The problem in the
power sector (and in natural gas distribution to a large extent) is of revenue
leakages that occur due to non-recovery from large consumers, and theft
that occurs in collusion with the field staff of the utilities. But no coordinated
drive has ever been launched to take care of this aspect of the problem:
stopping power theft and recovering dues from the big guns, including government departments and bodies.
The IMF’s simplistic and counterproductive approach has been to increase electricity charges, an approach which hits the consumer hard as
well as the industry whose cost of production goes up. As we all know,
Pakistan has made multiple large adjustments to electricity tariffs under
the IMF advice since 2008. But it had no positive impact. The net result
has been that the circular debt in the power sector has increased from
about Rs120 billion in 2008 to over Rs1,400b in 2019. It may be recalled
here that in 1988, the World Bank made Pakistan to auction its public debt
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and liberalise interest rates in the belief that the price the country would
have to pay for borrowing would force greater discipline in public finances.
Instead, the country’s interest payments on public debt soared overnight,
adding to the fiscal deficit.
The tragedy is that despite repeated failure, the IMF, the World Bank
and other international agencies continue with their thickheaded policies,
creating enormous difficulties for the government and people of the targeted countries. The most important task is institutional development
which is not seriously tackled. In our case, institutional capacity needs to
be built in tax administration (both federal as well as provincial), the energy
governance chain (regulators, ministries, companies), and in key implementers, such as the Finance Ministry and the State Bank of Pakistan.
But this is easier said than done. It calls for hard work and sustained
capacity building to improve the quality of governance. The time duration
of the IMF programmes is also another serious issue which has not yet
been addressed. Here, the IMF acts like an NGO which launches a timebound project, completes it fully or partially and then leaves. But the IMF
is not an NGO. Policy reforms and capacity building have to be a sustained
process spread over several years. The IMF leaving after a limited period
without evaluating the outcome of the programme objectives is the fundamental reason for its failure in country after country.
Institutional and structural reforms can never be halfway house. These
have to be planned and sequenced. But the IMF staff is always in a hurry
which spoils everything. The IMF steamrolls everything in utter disregard
of the political exigencies of the incumbent government. It also focuses on
less important policy actions, which jeopardise the larger picture. The IMF’s
inability to gauge the actual burden of the price adjustments and their social effects is its ultimate undoing.
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Analysis

The revenue
conundrum
Muhammad Jahangir

If you start with the wrong end of the stick, you cannot expect
the right landing. This applies to the current tax overdrive.
The government has set a Rs5.5 trillion revenue target for
the current year against Rs4.1 trillion as per the revised estimates of the last year noted in the budget documents - data
that is widely doubted. Experts have rightly questioned how you
can set such an ambitious target given the fact that the last
year’s target was not achieved.
In a country, where the effective literacy level is hardly 30
percent, government facilitation for average traders and wage
earners is next to nothing and the cost of doing business is
high, the documentation drive is like tilting at the windmill. Like
in most developing economies – and in some developed
economies as well – informal economic activities form a big
chunk of the economic cake and the GDP. This is the cash
economy. Transactions are not routed through bank and the
turnover is quick. Most small businesses – and they are numerous – do not have time or money or capacity to employ accountants to keep track of sales, purchase and profits.
This is the environment we live in. And this has been so for the last 70
years. This is the mindset and the economic culture which calls for a nuanced, gradual approach if we want to change it. But the new economic
team of the government did no think hard over how to go about the task
and acted like a bull in the china shop.
Resultantly, businesses went into a tailspin. Sales plummeted as purchasers refused to abide by the condition of submitting copies of their
CNIC. A fear psychosis gripped the trading class. With a decline in sales,
production also went down, which led to retrenchment and lob losses.
No wonder, all these elements have combined to shrink the economy
and the GDP growth rate has been revised downwards. Following taxpayers’ complaints about harassment, the authorities took some ameliorating
measures like asking all chief commissioners inland revenue through a
notification that there can be "no bank account attachment unless the taxpayer's chief executive officer or principal officer or owner is informed at
least 24 hours prior to attachment and the chairman FBR's approval is obtained."
Field formations were also barred from conducting raids on the premises of an existing taxpayer without prior approval of the FBR member inland operations and making approval of the FBR Chairman mandatory
before punitive action. The FBR has also ordered that no adverse action
will be taken against those who do not use CNIC till September 30, 2019.
But too late, this has not eased the fears among traders, who have not
withdrawn their threat to launch a countrywide strike if the CNIC condition
remains intact.
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There are also other complications. The increasing of tax rates for immoveable property - upping them from by 50 to 85 percent on average –
has brought all activities in the real estate sector to a virtual halt.
The measures taken so far by the tax authorities show that they have
missed the wood for the trees. They are guilty of ignoring the larger picture:
like reforming the tax structure which is inequitable as it relies heavily on
indirect taxes (whose incidence is greater on the poor relative to the rich).
Total indirect taxes are budgeted to generate an additional 40 percent this
year in comparison to the revised estimates of the last year while direct
taxes would generate an additional 25 percent. On the other hand, the rise
in income tax rates for the salaried class has: reduced their disposable income with a negative impact on consumption and consequently productivity as well as employment.
On top of it all, regressively, a major component of income tax collections remains withholding taxes. The government has told the International
Monetary Fund (MF) that revenue collections in 2019-20 would rise from
the indirect taxes. Sales tax collection would increase by almost 42 percent
and customs by 36 percent - a target which was missed in the first month
of the current year given the rupee depreciation dampened imports and,
therefore, customs revenue. Federal excise collections are to rise by 37
percent.
And interestingly, in the whole debate there is no mention of agricultural
income tax.Needless to say, without reforming the present unfair, inequitable, anomalous tax structure, the tax-to-GDP ratio cannot be raised
to the desired level.
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Education

Strange school education
phenomena in Sindh!
Rasheed Ali
Fatima, a resident of Thal, a village in district Tando Allahyar (Sindh), had
to quit her school when her only teacher passed away. The 14-year-old
girl told members of a research team of the Sindh Union Council Community Economic Strengthening Support Programme (SUCCESS) that three
years passed but no female teacher had been appointed to the Government Girls’ Primary School in her village.
Sultana Ali, a sociologist and field researcher at the Rural Support Programmes Network, and Dr Abdur Rehman Cheema, team leader research
at the Rural Support Programmes Network, have been carrying out a field
study in rural and urban Sindh for the last four years as part of the research
component of the six years (2015-2021) programme. The project has been
funded by the European Union to find out gendered dynamics of girls’ education beyond mere access to schools. Fatima told the researchers that only
a few girls go to boys’ primary schools and others are not permitted by parents to attend classes with boys. It may sound surprising to many living in
big cities that no teacher had been appointed to Fatima’s school for the last
three years. However, they would be forced to accept realities when Syed
Sardar Shah, minister for education in Sindh, would confirm to them that not
only Fatima’s school, but a whooping 12,136 schools in Sindh had been running without even a single teacher for long. Speaking in a Sindh cabinet meeting last month, the minister admitted that there were 7,611 shelter-less
schools, 10,516 single-room schools, and 18,507 two-room schools in rural
Sindh. He also admitted that out of total 49,103 government-run schools,
there were 18,660 schools which were being run by a single teacher.
Another startling revelation the minister made at the cabinet meeting was
that there are 11,441 schools in Sindh, where not a single student is enrolled.
Is it not surprising that the province is home to around 4.2 million out-of-school
children, but 11,441 schools have no enrolment at all. The minister shared heartening news with his cabinet colleagues that a school education roadmap had
been approved and other decisions made for the promotion of education and
enhancement of the literacy rate in the province. He told the meeting that 44,317
primary, 2,693 elementary, 1,776 high and 317 higher secondary schools had
been working under the Sindh Education Department currently. He was courageous enough to admit that only 11,308 schools or 20pc of total 49,103 schools
in the province had all facilities, such as toilets, boundary walls, electricity and
drinking water. He admitted that 11% of schools or 5,922 have no facility, while
37,705 or 69% schools were facing one or more missing facilities.
The minister admitted that the main factor behind girls’ low enrolment is the
chronic problem of missing facilities — approximately 50% schools lack drinking
water, electricity and washrooms. He promised that all the missing facilities
would be provided under the Sindh government’s new initiative. But one wonders what magic the minister has through which he would resolve the decadesold issues of schools. According to official sources, the provincial education
department has been collecting information about missing facilities on an annual
basis since 1991. But it is shameful on the part of the ruling Pakistan People’s
Party that no significant improvement in terms of provision of missing facilities
has been made despite the passage of almost three decades. In fact, the issues
badly reflect on the capacity of the education department that regularly collects
information about schools’ needs, has financial resources at its disposal, but yet
cannot solve the problems.
Sindh Education Secretary Qazi Shahid Parvez also attended the cabinet
meeting. He told the meeting that 90% of teachers of government schools were
of arts subjects, and 10% were science teachers. He said that efforts were being
made to recruit science, mathematics and English language teachers. He told
the cabinet that 40,000 teachers had been trained, but they had not shown any
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visible change in their teaching methods yet.
Muddassar Alam Tahirkheli, advocacy officer at the Human Development
Foundation (HDF), regrets that the provincial government lacked the political
will, financial resources and short-and long-term plans to establish the education
sector on a strong footing in Sindh. In a talk with Cutting Edge, he said the Punjab and Sindh had the highest number of out-of-school children among all
provinces, with 10.5 million and 6.4 million children, respectively.
He believes that preparing healthy and educated human resource in Sindh
is the most serious challenge. A cycle of child’s physical and mental development depicts a grim picture — 48% children under the age of five suffer from
stunting and malnutrition, approximately 50% children are out of school and
those who attend school don’t learn well.
The situation looks grimmer when one looks at statistics pertaining to female
education in the province. Despite being 48% of its total population, opportunities
for females to get access to quality education, particularly in rural areas, remain
few and far between. As a result, vast potential of the female population remains
untapped, which otherwise could transform the socio-economic fabric of society.
He says the budget for education has significantly been increased in the last
two decades, but its impact on female education appears to be insignificant. At
present, only 46% of adult females are literate compared to 70% of males in
Sindh. In rural areas, there is a huge disparity between the female and male literacy rate — 20% and 54%, respectively. Urban areas are, however, slightly at
a better position with 68% females and 82% males. Apparently, no serious work
is being done in rural areas where a large proportion of public schools exist.
Tahirkheli, while quoting from the Sindh Education Department data, says
that only 39% of girls study in public schools compared to 61% of boys. Besides,
there is a significant drop-out of both sexes at different stages. It is, however,
higher among girls, nearly 50% girls enrolled in class one drop out by the time
they reach class five.
He says that analysis of two periods 2007-2011 and 2012-2016 showed that
small percentages of girls survive up to the level of higher secondary education.
Under the Sindh Structural Adjustment Credit, the provincial government started
girls’ stipend in 2001. Since then, it has been doling out approximately one billion
rupees each year among girls who study in secondary schools classes (VI-X).
However, surprisingly, the education department’s own data doesn’t show promising results, as there is a hardly one per cent improvement in the transition rate
of girls from primary to secondary level. It points out two things: the targeting
method is ineffective or there is a leakage of funds, or perhaps both.
However, Minister Sardar Shah vehemently rejects charges of inefficiency
or bungling of funds for various education programmes. He blames shortage of
financial resources, non-provision of due share of the National Finance Commission (NFC) award by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-led federal government.
In a telephonic talk with Cutting Edge, he claims that owing to financial constraints, the Sindh Education and Literacy Department (SELD) was forced to
cut its development budget, approved for the outgoing fiscal year 2018-19. The
department could not complete many of its ongoing projects and was unable to
start many new schemes that had been included in the 2018-19 Annual Development Programme, due to lack of funds, he complains.
He believes the issue of the provision of missing facilities in schools could
have been resolved to a large extent, had the federal government provided the
province its share in the NFC award. He also claims to have resolved the issue
of drop-out girls in Sindh by building more secondary schools, had he not faced
shortage of funds. Despite all odds, the department is upgrading girls’ primary
schools to elementary and then high schools to overcome the girls education
crisis in Sindh, he assured.
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Hindutva

India heading towards
utter destruction
Faheem Amir
There are many things, like an insatiable greed for wealth, lust for power,
thirst to conquer, control and rule, pride, prejudice, jealousy, hatred and
killing instincts in human beings which are playing havoc with peace and
stability in the world.
To satisfy the evil and destructive desires and instincts, man has fought
many bloody wars, like the First World War, the Second World War, the
Afghanistan war, wars in the Middle East etc. Many philosophies, ideologies and slogans, like democracy, nationalism, capitalism, communism,
extremism, terrorism, Islamists, Hindutva, white man’s burden, white replacement, Western identity etc. have been raised to subjugate and
slaughter fellow men.
In the present world, there are many political figures like Narendra
Modi, Donald Trump, Boris Johnson, Nigel Farage, Jair Bolsonaro, Viktor
Orbán, Scott Morrison, Rodrigo Duterte and Matteo Salvini etc. who are
labelled as strongmen to lead their nations. In fact, according to famous
columnist George Monbiot, they all are “the killer clowns and extravagant
buffoons” who have been promoted by “the oligarchs” to spread chaos for
multiplying their profit. George Monbiot writes: “The killer clowns offer the
oligarchs something else too: distraction and deflection. While the kleptocrats fleece us, we are urged to look elsewhere. We are mesmerised by
buffoons who encourage us to channel the anger that should be reserved
for billionaires towards immigrants, women, Jews, Muslims, people of
colour and other imaginary enemies and customary scapegoats. Just as it
was in the 1930s, the new demagoguery is a con, a revolt against the impacts of capital, financed by capitalists. Paradoxically, these interests are
best promoted by nationalists and nativists. The politicians who most loudly
proclaim their patriotism and defence of sovereignty are always the first to
sell their nations down the river.”
There is not an iota of doubt that Narendra Modi, the PM of India and
Donald Trump, the US President, are hate preachers and bigots who are
not only creating disturbance in their own countries but also in the world by
their wrong, extremist, fascist and anti-humanitarian policies and teachings.
Narindar Modi, the PM of India and leader of the BJP, has changed the
status of the disputed state of Jammu and Kashmir by abolishing the Article
370 and Clause 35-A from the Indian Constitution, stripping the occupied
valley of its special status. The Narendra Modi regime has also bifurcated
the disputed valley into two parts - Jammu and Kashmir and Leha and
Ladakh. It has declared Leha and Ladakh as a Union territory under the
direct control of New Delhi and annexed Jammu and Kashmir as a state
of the Union of India. Now, the state will not have its own separate flag,
constitution and non-Kashmiris, including Hindus, from any part of India
can buy land and property and live in the valley. By taking such a drastic
step, the Modi regime has arrogantly violated all the UN Security Council
resolutions, promises made by Jawaharlal Nehru to the world, Kashmiri
and Pakistani people, understandings, bilateral pacts and even the Constitution of India. A famous writer and activist, Arundhati Roy says: “Removal of Article 370 and the division of IHK violates the Indian Constitution,
UNSC Resolution 122 which rejected the alleged accession of Kashmir to
India, the UN Charter and UN resolutions, the Shimla Agreement and the
Lahore Declaration, and thereby eliminates the LoC as a legal entity”.
On the other hand, Narendra Modi has declared that his actions in the
valley will end terrorism, separatism and poverty. On August 15, he declared, “One nation, one Constitution has become a reality post-Article 370
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abrogation”. But, in reality, this step has been taken to accelerate the
process of Hindutva in India.
Very cunningly, Modi, like other popular leaders around the world, has
tied business interests with political and social agenda. With this policy, he
has successfully concealed his government's poor economic performance,
defeated Congress and other leftist parties in the 2019 elections. Now, corporate India, which wants to get control over the valley’s resources, is also
supporting him fully while minorities, including the Muslims, Dalits, Sikhs,
Christians, etc. are watching these new developments fearfully. Mukesh
Ambani, India’s richest industrialist, has already promised several “announcements” to get control over the Valley’s resources.
Ayesha Ray writes in the Asia Times: “The failure to include Kashmiri
Muslims in deliberations and discussions on the matter will prove costly,
and there will likely be catastrophic consequences for India. There is no
reason for Kashmiri Muslims to trust India ever again. Violence, rebellion,
dark days and a war with Pakistan are, in all likelihood, on the near horizon
as a result of India’s latest move against Kashmiris”.
There is no doubt about it that the Modi regime’s next step is to get
control over Azad Kashmir. Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has already stated: “If talks are held with Pakistan, it will now be on PoK (Pakistan-occupied Kashmir).” He has also threatened that “India could use
nukes first if circumstances demand”. Modi has already threatened to stop
Pakistan’s water. Now, after the annexation of Kashmir, the Modi regime
will not feel any hesitation to abrogate the Indus Water Treaty in the coming
days. New Delhi is continuously indulging in ceasefire violations along the
Line of Control. To divert the attention of the world, the BJP government
could stage any fake terror attack in the country.
On the other hand, Pakistani civilian and military leadership has categorically declared that Kashmir is a disputed issue which should be solved
under the UN resolutions. It has pledged to support the cause of the Kashmiri people and repulse any attack from India. It has also described Kashmir as a “nuclear flash point". Pakistan has also reduced its diplomatic
presence in India, cut economic ties, followed an aggressive diplomacy by
calling on several world leaders to work on India for reversing the decision.
But, Modi, intoxicated with power, is very unlikely to reverse the decision
as it will harm his and the BJP’s politics. Keeping in view the belligerent
and hateful nature of Modi, Amit Shah, Ajit Doval and other Hindu extremists, there is every possibility that they will start ethnic cleansing in Kashmir
for changing its demography. They will continue oppression against the
Kashmiris and aggression towards Pakistan. Keeping in view Pakistan’s
weak economy and divided politicians, the Modi regime could also launch
an attack on Pakistan. In short, the Modi government can commit any evil
thing to save its partisan interests and materialise Hindutva philosophy. Indian sane people should put pressure on the Modi regime for shunning extremist politics. Otherwise, there is every possibility that the BJP
government’s strategy will backfire. The Kashmiri freedom movement will
get more strength in the coming days. The Indian army will not be able to
crush the Kashmir insurgency and its effects would spread all over India.
There are already many separatist movements going on in India. Naghaland has already declared its independence from India on 15th August.
Sikhs' Khalistan movement is also going on in the Indian Punjab. In short,
Modi is taking India towards its demise and in the coming years, there will
emerge many new independent states in the country
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Militancy

Afghanistan on the
verge of peace?
Dr. Qaisar Rashid

September 28 this year is the date for the Afghan presidential election.
The US wants a peace deal with the Taliban finalized at the earliest. On
August 22, in Doha, the US and the Taliban kick-started the ninth round of
Afghan peace talks. In case a peace deal is reached, an interim government will be formed, the Taliban will join it, and they would contest the election.
In case, however, a peace deal is not finalized, one of two events may
happen. Either the presidential election would be delayed or the Taliban
would be excluded for another five year term. Both scenarios are odious.
Following the first scenario, if the presidential election is postponed, it will
be delayed for at least six months to be held in March 2020, after the winter
season is over. No doubt, an attempt to postpone the election for one
month is not out of question. On one hand, a prolong delay may offer the
US enough time to negotiate peace terms in a better conducive way,
whereas, on the other hand, the protracted hiatus may prompt a constitutional crisis. The latter option may also buttress the resolve of the Taliban
that the US was acquiescing in to meeting their demands.
Following the second scenario, if the presidential election takes place
on its due date, the Taliban will be felt abandoned. For any inclusion, they
would be having either of the two options for themselves to avail: first, disrupt the election and any consequent Kabul regime; and second, wait patiently for the next presidential election to be held in 2024.
The Taliban are known for their patience, as they claim that time is on
their side. The issue of impatience, however, lies with the US, which wants
to withdraw its forces from Afghanistan to finish the unfinished agenda of
former US President Barack Obama. Before his presidential electoral win
in 2009, Obama had pledged that he would withdraw forces from Iran and
Afghanistan. He did withdraw forces from Iraq in December 2011, but after
the extraction a huge cost in terms of man and resources had to be paid
by the government of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki. Around 2013, Iraq
saw the rise of the Islamic State which extended its tentacles to Syria in
June 2014. Resultantly, the US had to send its forces to Syria to counterbalance the void the US forces had created earlier in Iraq. The horrors of
the Iraq experiment constrained Obama from withdrawing its forces from
Afghanistan, where the threat of the Islamic State was also on the rise.
In December 2014 (or on 1 January 2015), the US entered into a USAfghanistan Bilateral Security Agreement to keep the presence of US fighting troops around ten thousands in Afghanistan for another ten years. The
purpose was to undergird the Kabul regime to ensure its survival against
the onslaught of the Taliban. That was the minimum standard or presence
set by the Obama administration in Afghanistan. Incumbent US President
Donald Trump is trying to fight against this minimal presence regime. During his electoral campaign in 2016, Trump had criticized Obama for his
failure to total withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan. Trump is now in
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trouble what to do before he starts his next presidential campaign in 2020.
Generally, the objective of the peace talks is two pronged: first, a sovereign democratic Afghanistan; and second, an Afghanistan peaceful with
other countries of the world. Prospects for making such an Afghanistan
are dim. There are certain reasons for it. All summed up in four noes. First,
the Taliban are not believer in the Constitution, considering it secular not
meant for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. The Taliban have not yet
reconciled with the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan enshrined in the prevalent Afghan Constitution of 2004, a product of Afghan Constitutional Loya
Jirga. Since 2004, when the Afghan Constitution was framed and
Afghanistan started experiencing constitutional democracy representing a
federal presidential system, the Afghans have got used to it. On the other
hand, the Taliban consider the constitution invalid.
Second, the Taliban denounce elections held under the constitution as
a sham. Other than their hatred for the constitution, the Taliban know that
they would be rejected in the polls and that would be a death sentence for
their militant movement claiming to represent the Afghans, especially the
Pashtuns. Resultantly, the Taliban want to bypass the electoral process.
On the other hand, permitting the Taliban to bypass the electoral process
and join the government may not be acceptable to the Afghans who have
tied their hopes to constitutional democracy. The Taliban want to install a
Shura to run Afghanistan along the line of Islamic injunctions of their interpretation. The Afghans see women rights and women education direct casualties of the would-be Taliban rule, as happened from 1996 to 2001.
Unfortunately, before the commencement of the ninth round of peace talks,
the Taliban have given a hint of their intent to disrupt the election with suicide attacks. This was a sheer ultimatum. They have warned the Afghans
against participating in the election, if the US did not come to terms with
them.
Third, the Taliban consider the incumbent Kabul regime a puppet government. The Taliban have refused to negotiate with the Kabul regime,
calling it western-backed and having no root in Afghan society.
Fourth, the Taliban still believe that the 9/11 event was not the al-Qaeda
work. They think that it was a job of an insider. In an interview to a foreign
daily, this understanding was revealed by Suhail Shaheen, a spokesperson
for the Taliban political office in Qatar. This admission is bound to open
space for the revival of al-Qaeda and the renewal of terrorist attacks in the
world. It means the danger persists obstinately.
The Afghanistan of today is at a crossroads. If it permits the Taliban to
bypass the constitution, disturbance can go down in society, and peace
cannot be introduced. Nevertheless, if the Taliban are not permitted to bypass the constitution, prospects for a conflict are high. The likely scenario
is that the Taliban would not strike a peace deal with the US forces to live
in peace with the Kabul regime.
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Conflict

Genocide in Kashmir
Changezi Sandhu

“If you cannot catch the fish, you have to drain the sea.”
— Mao Tse-tung
Brutality is the linchpin of oppression. Oppression, in turn, when fails
to garner popular support, resorts to orchestrate deadliest of genocides to straightjacket the voxpopuli. Several instances can be rehashed to establish the veracity of the fact.
In 1994, communal tension erupted between ethnic majority Hutu
and minority Tutsi in Rwanda. Hutu nationalists started killing people
of Tutsi in Kigali that was the capital of Rwanda. On April 6, 1994, the
killing spread to the whole country and got the shape of genocide, particularly after shooting down a plane, carrying Habyarimana and Burundi’s President Cyprien Ntaryamira. Within the next three months,
more than 800,000 people were slaughtered from both sides. And
around 2 million people fled to refugee camps in Congo and other
neighboring countries.
The world’s response to the genocide was tepid at best and totally
indifferent at worse. Even the UN kept its eyes closed. Later, peacekeeping missions were sent, and the International Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda took more than 8 years to complete the trial against instigators of the genocide.
Former UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali uncovered
the reality by stating, “The failure of Rwanda is 10 times greater than
the failure of Yugoslavia. Because in Yugoslavia the international community was interested, involved. In Rwanda nobody was interested.”
More than 100,000 Bosniak (Bosnian Muslims) and Croatian civilians were killed by 1995 after declaring independence in 1992 by
Bosnia-Herzegovina from Yugoslavia in the result of atrocious crimes.
The UN intervened with peacekeeping troops. On July 11, 1995, Serb
forces killed approximately 8,000 Bosniaks. Most of the girls were
raped in the period, and the human race again suffered from gross violation of human rights under the nose of the UN. Later, the political
vacuum was filled up by the intervention of the NATO and the UN after
a long time when people were killed, girls were raped, and houses
were burnt.
Darfur genocide in Sudan was the first genocide of the 21st century.
More than 400,000 Darfuris were killed, and more than three million
people displaced. The eyes of the global community were on the success of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) to weed out the
conflicts between northern Sudan and Southern Sudan, Violence
erupted in the western region of Sudan- Darfur.
In 2003, two groups-the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and
the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) - raged bloodiest conflicts on the allegations of inequality, economic marginalization, communal subordination in an organized way, political monopoly to the legitimate rule of
certain groups and many other allegations. Later, the fight shaped up
the war between Arab groups and non-Arab groups that aggravated
the situation by breaching the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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on minor and major levels. So, the war termed into genocide. Still, law
and order is not satisfactory; people are bound to live in refugee
camps, and they have a severe shortage of food. From 80,000 to
500000 people have been killed. UN peacekeeping missions have
been working in the war-torn region for many years, but the UN could
not resolve the issue with the support of abundance of legal documents for the protection of human rights.
The more dreadful perspective is that the UN, in spite of having the
Convention on the prevention and punishment of the Crime of Genocide
1948 and support of the rest of the world, could not stop countries from
trapping in genocide. So, is it possible for the UN and the human race
to get afflicted with another genocide in Kashmir at the hands of the Indian forces after the abrogation of the Article 50-A and Article 370?
About 100,000 people have been murdered in extrajudicial killings
in Indian Occupied Kashmir since 1989. Thousands of girls have been
abducted and raped in the occupied state by the Indian Army, Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and Border Security personnel. Many
resolutions have been passed by the UN to address the Kashmir issue
through a referendum, and both parties of the conflict acceded to the
resolutions. Now, the state is again in the formal genocide condition
where millions of army men have been deployed, the Internet service
has been suspended, persistent curfew has been imposed, and people
do not have access to information, food and independent movement
which is a gross violation of the Declaration of Human Rights.
The Article 2 of the Genocide Convention states, “Genocide means
any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or
in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: (a) Killing
members of the group; (b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to
members of the group; (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole
or in part; (d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the
group; and (e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another
group.” So, the Indian government is planning to launch a fake military
operation of border infiltration to legalize its genocide to avoid legal liabilities. The Article 3 of the same legal instrument defines severe punishment as “the following acts shall be punishable: (a) Genocide; (b)
Conspiracy to commit genocide; (c) Direct and public incitement to
commit genocide; (d) Attempt to commit genocide; (e) Complicity in
genocide.”
Thus, the UN should implement its resolutions on the matter of
Kashmir. It ought to ensure fair enforcement of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that will lead to avoid a human race to trap into
another genocide that may aggravate the security situation of the
South Asia region because of soaring religious militancy. Over the
killing, rapes, and torture and depriving Kashmiris of fundamental
rights, the breached articles of the convention on the prevention and
punishment of the crime of genocide are to be observed and investigated by an international tribunal.
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Viewpoint

Gandhi’s philosophy
trashed by Modi
Fakir S. Ayazuddin

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has indeed done well to buttress his
political future with such a large following that he has translated into his electoral victory.
However, the numbers no matter how large cannot allow a fascist dictatorship to emerge in what is a peaceful region. Aggressive warmongering
does not sit well with a nation whose blood is infused with generations of
peaceful coexistence, which has been their mantra for generations.
Peaceful resistance, a concept coined by Mahatma Gandhi and successfully spread through the region managing to convert human hawks, like
Nehru, eventually to make peaceful cooperation a significant ideal to the accepted worldwide. The success of his philosophy of peaceful coexistence
was the saffron wave that swept the world. Now, bringing about a bloody
Hindu philosophy maybe extremely difficult to replace the peace and love of
generations. It is the culmination of Gandhi’s determination to apply Hindu
principles of love and peace, which had been the hallmark of Lord Krishna
and his disciples, of conquering the world through peace and love. He propagated it, and the world followed. Gandhi had already been through the other
forms of political endeavors. He had been an active functionary of the
apartheid government in South Africa, enforcing some of the harsh policies
of the government. The separate rest rooms of South Africa are testaments
to Gandhi’s ruthless application of the apartheid laws. However, he saw the
errors of the policies and eventually decided that peaceful coexistence was
the right way to go.
The Peacenik and flower power of the 60s was strong enough to defeat
the Russians and American bullies into a peaceful rebuttal and eventually
defeating and dismantling of the nuclear policies which were the hallmark of
the policies enforced throughout the world in the 60s. The Peacenik revolution
of the 60s crushed the fascism of the aggressive nation and images are still
vivid of soldiers marching through the streets of Germany with American
teenagers putting flowers into their barrels of the guns the soldiers were carrying. These are images that will forever burn brightly in the memories of the
world. They are the stamp of victory of the Gandhian philosophy of peace
that successfully conquered the west.
Narendra Modi has been carried away by the euphoria of his victory, and
has decided (possibly foolishly) that he is now ready to take on Kashmir and
or Pakistan as his next meal. Modi does not realize that Pakistan is not that
easy a prey, and is a formidable adversary under normal circumstances, but
in a fight against India the whole nation is unified and will fight to the last man.
Pakistan does not have a large Mukti Bahini population within its borders to
contend with this time. Today, India is faced with multiple threats, within and
without. The Kashmiris are in open revolt. The Sikhs have for long been complaining of deprivation at the hands of the Hindu domination. With the Indian
move on Kashmir, the Sikhs may fear a similar threat to their own identity
and could be the next target of Indian hegemony.
The Indians maybe underestimating the free spirit of the Sikhs, who have
never been subjugated by the Hindus. Maharaja Ranjeet Singh successfully
carved out his empire from amongst his prominent Hindus princely states.
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Eventually handed over to the British in 1850, when Maharaja Ranjeet Singh
passed away, he was never defeated. His successes were legion, including
the conquest of Afghanistan, which is never been repeated since. Modi faces
a different world order, flanked by Pakistan on one side and China on the
other. Both have been on notice as targets for creeping Indian opportunism
under the jostling for economic benefits in world trade and industry. The Indians have not been able to compete with the Chinese superiority in size and
latest technology. While the Indians have an edge for high positions in the
Silicon Valley companies, the Chinese are not far behind, probably much
greater in numbers.
Militarily, the Chinese are to be feared by the Indians, or anyone else for
that matter. Viewing their last National Day parade was an eye opener. Their
wave upon wave of regimented soldiers marching in precision would have
made any one applaud in appreciation, so good and perfect were they in their
performance. The Indian army looks like a bedraggled collection of disjointed
raga muffins certainly not to be feared on a battlefield. The Pakistan Army is
far better and certainly more proficient than the Indians. As a defensive force
they can easily face any threat that the Indians are capable of mounting. Our
Air Force has already shown its capability in the Pulwama attack, when they
downed two Indian aircraft, one which was piloted by an Israeli, and is still in
Pakistan’s custody. For Narendra Modi now to try to reverse the Gandhian
philosophy of peaceful cooperation into an aggressive stance after decades
of success, promoting peaceful harmony worldwide is an attempt to make a
mockery of all those peaceful beliefs so successfully spread worldwide by
Gandhi and his followers that did indeed cast the Indian philosophy of passive
fit till it became and accepted a religious form moving from the earlier cult
into a wave of universal acceptance.
The hippie generation cannot be forgotten or reversed in such a short
time. Worse, the replacement of gentle, peaceful Beatnik cannot be made
by a ruthless, murderous and fascist, whose bloodthirsty rampage over poor
Muslim minorities will not be easy for the Hindus to infuse. Peaceful coexistence cannot be rejected and reversed so quickly. The Gandhian philosophy
of peace took 50 years to succeed and Narendra Modi certainly is not powerful enough to reject the philosophy of the Hindu religion. Gandhi was
revered as a political leader for generations of Hindus throughout the world.
This philosophy of concentrating on business was successful as the Hindus
have emerged as a force in business and industry worldwide.
Narendra Modi may not be able to supplant the thousands of years of
Hindu peaceful harmony in such a short period. The spread of love and
peace advocated by Lord Krishna and Mahatma Gandhi so successfully over
3,000 years and the millions of followers that propagate the message of love
will not be easy to dislodge and certainly not bring about the change to heartless, ruthless, reversal to murder and mayhem.
The love and peace formula is now a well established part of the philosophy of the west. In academic circles of both philosophy and religion, these
are extremely powerful sections in the west. People, like Modi and Netanyahu, will be dismissed and rejected as mental pigmies.
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Money laundering

Countering terror
financing
Sajid Mehmood Butt

While delivering a lecture at a training session on countering money laundering and terror financing, I realized that “basics have no more remained basics”.
Instead, the audience was well aware of the topic and its implications too.
As I begun with the literal meaning of the word “Laundering” as “wash and
iron either cloths or linen” connecting it with the metaphorical money laundering, which means cleaning of dirty money, I observed an unusual spark in the
audience. The process of converting illegal funds or assets into legitimate
funds or assets is the basic understanding of money laundering as the process
converts black or illegal money into white or legal money.
Basic objectives of money laundering are three; hide, move and invest.
Hide; to reflect the fact that the cash is often introduced to the economy via
commercial concerns which may knowingly or not knowingly be part of the
laundering scheme, and it is what ultimately proves to be the interface between the criminal activity and the financial sector. Secondly, Move; clearly
explains that money launderers use transfers, sales and purchase of assets,
and change the shape and size of the lump of money to obfuscate the trail
between money and crime or money and the criminal. Lastly, Invest; the
criminals spend the money in assets or lifestyles. To achieve these objectives, techniques employed during money laundering could be several, for
instance, deposit structuring or smurfing, connected accounts, payable
through accounts, loan back arrangements, forex money changers,
credit/debit cards, investment banking and their securities sectors, insurance
and personal investment products, companies involved in trading and business activity, lawyers, accountants and other intermediaries and misuse of
non-profit organizations.
Turning the pages of history, the BSA (Bank Security Act) was enacted
and it became one of the most important tools in the fight against money laundering in 1970. A decade later, money laundering as a crime attracted interest
in 1980’s, essentially within the drug trafficking context. The Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) was formed in 1989 to set up standards and promote effective implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the
integrity of the international financial system. The FATF is, therefore, a “policy-making body” that works to generate the necessary political will to bring
about national legislative and regulatory reforms in the areas.
Money laundering methods have become more creative and stringent
since 1989, 1993, 1996, 2001, 2003 and most recently in 2012. According to
Jeffery Robinson, “After foreign exchange and 0il industry, the laundering of
dirty money is world’s third largest business.” Stock markets, agricultural products (as there is no income tax and mostly the transactions are cash based),
property market, creation of bogus companies, loans, false export and import
invoices, commodities, like gold, metal, diamond etc., and valuable antiques
are some popular places from where money is laundered.
The FATF has three criterions of classification; White List, Grey List and
Black List. In specific, in relation to anti-money laundering/counter finance terrorism, as far as legal and regulatory obligations in Pakistan are concerned,
the following laws and regulations have been promulgated in Pakistan; The
AML Act 2010, Regulations 770(I)/2018, Guidelines on Anti-Money Laundering, Countering Financing of Terrorism, and Proliferation Financing issued by
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the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan in September 2018.
Combating the finance of terrorism involves investigating, analyzing, deterring and preventing sources of funding for activities intended to achieve
political, religious or ideological goals through violence and the threat of violence against civilians. Money to fund terrorist activities moves through the
global financial system via wire transfers and in and out of personal business
accounts. It can sit in the accounts of illegitimate charities and be laundered
through buying and selling securities and other commodities or purchasing
and cashing out insurance policies. Although terrorist financing is a form of
money laundering, yet it doesn’t work the way conventional money laundering works. The money frequently starts to clean itself i.e. as a “charitable
donation” before moving to terrorist accounts. It is highly time-sensitive and
requires a quick response. Collection of membership dues, sales of publications, cultural or social events, door-to-door solicitation within a community
and appeal to wealthy members of the community are the legal sources of
terrorist financing apart from illegal sources. Whereas kidnapping and extortions, smuggling, fraud, including credit card frauds, misuse of non-profit
organizations and charity funds, theft and robbery, drug trafficking and
human trafficking come under illegal sources. Financial institutions used for
the purpose go through serious risks, such as reputational risk, legal risk,
operational risk (failed internal processes, people and systems and technology) and concentration risk. Moreover, all the risks are inter-related and they
together have the potential of causing serious threats to the financial organization in their execution. Protection of whistleblowers is an important focus
for the legal systems, as is incentivizing whistle-blowing when there are
many reasons for stopping employees from doing so.
In reality, no individual has the power to stop money laundering alone. If a
country is hostile to money laundering, criminals simply look elsewhere for a
place to clean their funds. Therefore, global corporation is essential. The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an international organization having 37
member states, has issued “40 Recommendations” for financial institutions
as standard to curb money laundering. Some of the recommendations include;
identification and background check of depositors, report all suspicious activities, build an internal taskforce to identify laundering clues, financial institutions
should not keep anonymous or fictitious accounts, financial institutions should,
in relation to politically exposed persons, in addition to performing normal due
diligence measures, have appropriate risk management systems to determine
whether the customer is a politically exposed person or not. Take reasonable
measures to establish the source of funds and wealth. Obtain senior management’s approval for establishing business relationship with such customers.
Moreover, financial institutions should maintain, for at least seven years,
all necessary records on transactions, to enable them to comply swiftly with
information. Financial institutions should pay special attention to all complex,
unusual large transactions, and all unusual patterns of transactions, which
have no apparent economic or visible lawful purpose. If a financial institution
has reasonable grounds to suspect that funds are the proceeds of a criminal
activity, it should be required, directly or indirectly by law and regulations, to
report promptly its suspicions to the regulatory authorities.
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Viewpoint

India’s belligerence
in Kashmir
M. Fazal Elahi

Ever-belligerent India’s hostility in occupied Kashmir has surpassed
all bounds of civility. India has shamelessly geared up its acts of brutality in Kashmir, particularly after US President Donald Trump disclosed that in one of his recent meetings with Indian premier Narendra
Modi he was asked by him to mediate and resolve the long-pending
Kashmir issue between India and Pakistan.
President Trump, without mincing his words, vociferously made the
offer to Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan to mediate between India
and Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir issue, once and for all, to bring
lasting peace and stability, not only to the two warring nations of the
subcontinent, India and Pakistan, but also the entire region. The whole
world stands testimony to this mediation offer made by the US President.
If one could guess, others too, who are fully aware of India’s antagonistic attitude vis-à-vis the innocent people of occupied Kashmir,
could also presume how would India react to President Trump’s offer
for mediation on Kashmir? The Indian reaction to the US President’s
mediation offer did not take too long to come to the fore. Their reaction,
as a matter of fact, came forthwith. It was, as expected, extremely vehement and oafish. The Indian government did not take a second to
falsify US President Donald Trump’s lucid declaration that during one
of his recent meetings Indian Premier Narendra Modi had asked him
to mediate between India and Pakistan to settle the Kashmir dispute.
India’s backtracking on its utterances and commitments are known
to the whole world. It profoundly lacks moral courage to stand by what
it says. India’s about-turn vis-à-vis the US President’s claim that the
Indian Premier had asked him to mediate on the Kashmir issue is a
glaring example of its odious attitude of backtracking, particularly in
matters of immense international significance.
One, after the blatant act of withdrawing the special status of Indian-held Kashmir by revoking the Article 370 and 35-A of the Indian
Constitution by Modi and his associates in the Indian parliament, is
now compelled to think what actually transpired between Modi and US
President Donald Trump in the meeting they had. Did Modi really seek
the US President’s mediation on the Kashmir issue, or was it something else he discussed with him and sought his support for? From
what India has now barefacedly and unlawfully done by nullifying the
special status of Indian held Kashmir, in complete disregard of to the
UN Resolution of 1948 on occupied Kashmir, it can be lucidly concluded that Indian Premier Modi, in his meeting with US President Donald Trump, did not seek his mediation on the Kashmir issue. In fact,
he discussed his ill-motivated and well thought-out plan to nullify the
special status of Indian Occupied Kashmir by revoking the decadesold Article 370 and 35-A, which gave a measure of autonomy to the
disputed Muslim-majority region, through a presidential decree. To be
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more specific, the scrapped law granted special status to Indian-administeredKashmir.
If assertions regarding the issue being debated are by any means
incorrect, let those who asserted that the Indian Premier actually had
solicited US’ mediation on Kashmir come to the fore immediately and
confirm or deny the factual position on the matter. None but US President Donald Trump could do so for obvious reasons. The US government, which is totally silent on the scandalous and unlawful measure
taken by the Indian government to invalidate the seven decades-old
special status of Kashmir, must promptly respond to the situation and
ask the Indian government to immediately restore the special status
of Kashmir granted to it under the Article 370 and 35-A. If the US, for
some reason, fails to do so, not only Pakistan but the entire world
would be constrained to consider that the profoundly condemnable
measure unilaterally taken by Narendra Modi, in total defiance of all
norms of international law, has the blessings of US President Trump
and his government.
Indian Occupied Kashmir (IoK) has been burning for over seven
decades. The civilized world is not oblivious of the atrocities that India
continues to brazenly commit on the innocent people of Kashmir. It
factually has no parallel in world history. The powers that be, in particular, and the entire civilized world, in general, must not only condemn
India’s brutal atrocities in occupied Kashmir in the strongest terms but
also persuade the Indian government to immediately restore the special status granted to the occupied territory. Pakistan must seek resolution of the long-pending Kashmir issue through the UN Resolution of
1948, which emphasizes resolution of the Kashmir problem through
grant of the right to self-determination to the browbeaten people of
Kashmir.
It must not lose a moment to expose India’s highhandedness and
commission of heinous crimes in Kashmir. It must proactively raise the
issue on all international forums. It must launch a strong diplomatic offensive; knock the doors of the United Nations and the powers that be
to resolve the matter forthwith. Every possible endeavor to mobilize
strong world support in favour of the subjugated and inhumanly battered Kashmiri people should be topmost on the agenda of Pakistan.
The world conscience continues to be in deep slumber while Kashmir burns unremittingly. What a shame. Those belonging to the civilized world, who claim to be the preachers and propagators of peace
and justice, are totally immune to the atrocities being committed by the
ruthless Indian forces in IoK, for the over seven decades. They have
turned a blind eye to Indian vandalism in occupied Kashmir and, for
some reason, are not prepared to rise to the occasion and persuade
India to cease its brutalities in occupied Kashmir forthwith and bring
about an immediate and peaceful settlement to the issue.
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Your View
Clean Karachi

Cyberbullying
Cyberbullying has been a major global crisis since the invention of
the Internet. The targets are young children and teenagers. Cyberbullying is bullying that takes place over digital devices like cell phones,
computers, and tablets. This can occur through SMS, text, and apps,
or online in social media, forums, or gaming where people can view,
participate in, or share content. It includes sending, posting, or sharing negative, harmful, false, or mean content about someone else. It
can include sharing personal or private information about someone

It annoys me to see my social media timeline filled with people
patting each other on the back for cleaning Karachi or working
towards a clean city. Have you lost touch with reality? Have
you done a survey of the city? Have you stepped out of your
neighbourhood and ventured into streets on the other side of
the bridge? I am shocked to see how the people live. Forget
the fact that they don’t have water or a regular electricity supply – the people here basically live in a dump. Where are the
authorities? Where are the concerned citizens? Why is no one

else causing embarrassment or humiliation. Some cyberbullying
crosses the line into unlawful or criminal behaviour. The number of

cleaning up this area? Is it not a good photo opportunity?
A citizen

teens using these platforms is increasing by the minute which makes

Karachi

it the perfect place for committing the act of bullying. Popular social
media platforms have been taking precautionary measures to cope
with the challenge. Despite continuous improvement in creating effective policies; it has been recorded that in 2018 around 34 per cent of

Rawal Lake

teens have been cyberbullied while 15pc have admitted to bullying

I visited the Rawal Lake over the weekend after many years, as I

others. In Pakistan, young users of social media have increased man-

have been residing in Lahore for the past two decades. I was

ifold for their use in leisure time and educational purposes. This has
amplified their vulnerability to cyberbullying. In most cases, parents
and teachers are not aware of the risk or how it can emotionally damage the youth. It is high time that the global community comes up with
effective ways to control and reduce this menace.
Muhammad Rafay Waqar
Lahore

greatly saddened by what I saw. The once serene picnic spot has
turned into a disappointment. Although the approach from the lake
view side is still attractive, everything else presents a picture of
neglect. The most disturbing part is the deplorable state of the
water in the lake which was polluted and giving a foul smell.
Adding to the stench were the dead fish floating in it. My children
were frightened by the condition of the boat we had hired for a
cruise. The smell from the turbid water was so powerful that we

Library vs Park

cut short our cruise to return to land. The authorities need to wake
up and restore Rawal Lake’s pristine reputation.

In this age of technology, libraries do not get the attention they de-

Erum Nadeem

serve from us or higher authorities. Libraries are not just confined to

Lahore

reading and research, they also provide people with access to the
Internet, printers, fax machines, audio books, DVDs and in some
cases arrange computer classes and special activities for students. I
live in Dadu and we have only one public library — the Allama I. I.
Qazi Library which was established years ago. These days everyone is in a cut-throat competition with their peers. Everyone wants
higher grade and better jobs. In order to accomplish these goals,
students sit outside the library gate from 8am or earlier. The doors
open at 9am. As the early bird catches the worm, these students
want to get the best study spot in the hall. In order to accommodate
all students and readers in the town, the Sindh government should
look into the possibility of setting up more libraries. Additionally, I
think it might be a good idea if they cut down on the cost of public
parks and invest in more reading rooms. Right now we have Shahjahan parks, the municipal park, the gymkhana park and the Benazir
Park for women. Instead of spending money on yet another park, it

People think differently. Everyone has his own ways and method
of doing things. The same goes for teachers. The method of
checking and marking by one teacher may be quite different from
another.
Some teachers give extra marks on good handwriting and cut
marks on a poor one, while others grant high marks on long answers and low marks on short answers.
But handwriting and the length of answers should have no effect
on marking. The responsibility of the teacher is to confirm a correct answer. All boards of intermediate and secondary education
should instruct examination paper checkers about the method of
paper marking. There should be uniformity in this respect.

might be more useful to spend money on books and a library.
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Marketing methods

Khalid Mehmood Bhatti

Muhammad Numan Shawa

Dadu

Lower Dir, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
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The surprising talents of the
Neanderthals

India’s Skeleton Lake contains the bones
of mysterious European migrants

Laura Potier

Bruce Bower

Researchers from Washington
University announced they had
investigated the ear remains of
23 Neanderthals and found that
around half had bony growths
that suggested aquatic foraging
was a prominent part of their
lifestyle. These growths, known
as external auditory exostoses, or “surfer’s ear”, are found today in surfers
and those who spend time in wet and cold conditions.
Previously believed to have been endurance runners, it is now thought Neanderthals favoured “more power sprint than endurance jog”, according to
Dr John Stewart of the University of Bournemouth. The conclusion was
drawn from new evidence that these human ancestors occupied forests
rather than tundra, environments that lend themselves to shorter hunts, and
from genetic analyses that identified a high proportion of gene variants found
in modern-day power-sport athletes. The oldest cave paintings in the world
were found last year in Spain, dated to 65,000 years ago, more than 20,000
years before modern humans arrived in Europe. The artworks, which included pictures of animals and geometric signs, have been attributed to Neanderthals, the only people on the continent at the time.
Eagle talons found at a Neanderthal site in Croatia displayed cut marks and wear
patterns that suggest these were worn as jewellery; beads, shells and feathers
that would have been threaded into necklaces have also been unearthed at other
sites. David Frayer at the University of Kansas views this as clear evidence that
Neanderthals made and wore personal ornaments, with no evident practical use.
Andrew Sorensen and his colleagues at Leiden University in the Netherlands,
found a dozen Neanderthal flint axes had micro scratches on their flat sides, suggesting they were used to start fires when struck against pyrite.
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High in the Himalayas, the
bones of several hundred
mysterious people lie scattered around a small lake,
earning it the nickname
Skeleton Lake.
Some of those people
originated in the vicinity of
Greece and Crete around 220 years ago, a new analysis of DNA and radiocarbon-dated bones finds. But why the genetically unrelated men and women
traveled to Skeleton Lake, or how they died, is still a mystery, scientists report.
“We were extremely surprised to find Mediterranean ancestry at such a harsh
geographical location,” says paleogeneticist Niraj Rai of Birbal Sahni Institute
of Palaeosciences in Lucknow, India.
Also known as Roopkund Lake, the pool sits more than 5,000 meters above
sea level in the north Indian state of Uttarakhand. A trip from Greece to the
sky-scraping lake covers about 5,000 kilometers. Other people whose bones
rest at the site came from South Asia around 1,000 years before the enigmatic
Europeans arrived, the team found. DNA extracted from 38 Roopkund Lake
skeletons pegs 23 as having South Asian genetic roots, as opposed to 14
with eastern Mediterranean ancestry. Radiocarbon dating indicates that the
South Asians, and a lakeside individual with Southeast Asian ancestry, lived
around 1,200 years ago.
Present-day Hindu pilgrims travel past Roopkund Lake on their way to a northern Indian sanctuary where they worship the goddess Nanda Devi. Perhaps
a catastrophe of some kind killed pilgrims there 1,200 years ago, the researchers speculate. But Mediterranean people in the Himalayas 200 years
ago were likely neither Hindus nor pilgrims, they say.
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Parks are a mood booster
Alan Mozes
Living in the city can be hard on the senses and the spirit, but spending some
time in a tree-lined park could counteract that stress, new research suggests.
“Over a three-month period, we collected tweets from 4,688 Twitter users
before, during and after they posted from the park," explained study author
Aaron Schwartz. He’s a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Vermont’s
school of environment and natural resources and the Gund Institute for Environment. All of the 160 parks that were visited in the study were located in
the city of San Francisco.
About 100,000 tweets were analyzed by a hedonometer, a kind of online
happiness dictionary that ranks words according to their happiness content.
Tweeting "jail," for example, would bank a score of less than 2, while a tweet
of "hahaha" would render a score nearly 8. After comparing pre-park tweets
to post-park tweets, the study authors concluded that parks trigger a mood
bump equivalent to that seen at Christmas, the day hedonometer happiness
levels hit their peak.
The team didn't track how long participants spent in parks, so they can't say
how short a visit might trigger a mood change. And some parks turned out
to be better mood boosters than others. Large regional parks with lots of
tree cover and vegetation conferred the biggest happiness lift, while paved
urban plazas offered the least benefit. Smaller neighborhood parks fell
somewhere in the middle.

Why? For one, bigger parks may lend themselves to activities not possible
in smaller parks, such as BBQs or longer quiet walks, said Schwartz. "These
parks might also offer a greater separation for disconnecting from the stressful urban environment due to their size," he added. Larger parks also expose
visitors to "higher levels of biodiversity, which has been shown to lead to improved mood as well."
Still, happiness increases were seen across the board, regardless of park
type. And once happiness levels went up, they stayed up for one to four
hours.

Too much napping may signal Alzheimer’s
Robert Preidt
If you often find yourself dozing off during the day, new research suggests it
might be an early warning sign that you have Alzheimer’s disease.
Areas of the brain that keep you awake during the day are damaged in the
early stages of the memory-robbing disease, which is why people with
Alzheimer’s may nap excessively long before they start to struggle with forgetting things, the study authors said. Not only that, the scientists also found that
damage to brain regions involved in daytime wakefulness was caused by a
protein called tau. This provides more evidence that tau may play a larger role
in Alzheimer’s than the more extensively studied amyloid protein, the researchers noted.
“Our work shows definitive evidence that the brain areas promoting wakefulness degenerate due to accumulation of tau -- not amyloid protein -- from the
very earliest stages of the disease,” said study senior author Dr. Lea Grinberg.
She is an associate professor of neurology and pathology at the Memory and
Aging Center and a member of the Global Brain Health Institute at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF).
Previous research has suggested that excessive napping is due to poor sleep
caused by Alzheimer’s-related disruptions in brain regions that promote sleep,
or that sleep problems themselves contribute to Alzheimer’s disease progression.
In this study, the researchers analyzed the brains of 13 deceased Alzheimer’s
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patients and seven people without the disease. The investigators concluded
that Alzheimer’s disease attacks brain regions responsible for wakefulness during the day, and that these regions are among the first damaged by the disease.
The findings suggest that excessive daytime napping could serve as an early
harbinger of Alzheimer’s. In the Alzheimer's-affected brains, significant tau
buildup was found in all three wakefulness-promoting centers examined by the
researchers, and those regions had lost as many as 75% of their neurons.

25

03
Film

Angel of Mine

American Factory

Luke Buckmaster

Peter Bradshaw

Maternal longing is a key theme in
director Kim Farrant’s psychological
thriller Angel of Mine, which takes
what could have been a simple
stalker movie premise and fills it out
with an intense array of emotions.
The film hinges on a head-turning,
knife edge performance from Noomi Rapace, whose startled eyes and
haunted countenance have an apparitional quality – destined to be burned
into the audience’s psyche like a hot iron.
In this Melbourne-set feature, an adaptation of the 2008 French film L’Empreinte
de L’Ang, Rapace plays Lizzie, whose young daughter died in a fire several
years ago but who begins to entertain the possibility that she is still alive. Bestknown for playing Lisbeth Salander in The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo trilogy,
Rapace radiates a sense of dangerous longing that washes over the film, covering it with an icky psychological residue. Her presence seems to inform every
aspect of it – from Gabe Noel’s spooky score to Andrew Commis’s chilly cinematography. Unresolved grief appears to have changed everything about
Lizzie, including how she speaks, looks and thinks. Rapace skilfully projects a
thoroughly unsettling kind of desperation, difficult to read and define. It’s the
kind of desperation that gets you asking questions. What is this person capable
of? Will she hurt herself, or others? Can her wounds ever be healed?

Ready or Not
Benjamin Lee
Shuffling into a cursed late summer slot, ambitious comedy horror Ready or Not sets itself up
as an exception to the rule, a
genre offering that might offer
up something more than tired
jump scares and gristle. It
boasts a delicious premise, a
tongue-in-cheek marketing campaign and aesthetically it’s one of the rare
studio horror films of late that has a distinctive style. But it’s this heady
initial promise that makes the ensuing mess such a crushing disappointment, an opulent feast that’s rotten on the inside.
The setup sees Grace (Samara Weaving) preparing to marry Alex (Mark
O’Brien) and become part of his extravagant family, whose money has
been made from selling a series of board games. Grace’s background is
far less privileged and on the day of the wedding, she faces a tough uphill
struggle to be seen as something more than a gold-digger. But once the
nuptials are over, Grace faces something far more difficult. In an age-old
family tradition, she must play a randomly picked game: hide and seek.
While she initially views it as a lark, she soon finds out that the rules dictate that when she’s found, she dies.
There’s a certain level of bravery one must commend with the creation
of a new comedy horror, a genre hybrid that’s close to impossible to perfect. It’s far easier to list those that have failed than it is to remember
those that haven’t, especially within the last decade, film-makers mostly
unable to handle the tonal shift required to make the combination fly.
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There is no magic wand to bring
back jobs,” said US President
Barack Obama in 2016. Now he has
returned to this sombre realist theme
with the first documentary feature in
his post-presidential career as a film
producer (with Michelle Obama) for
Netflix, under the banner of their company Higher Ground Productions.
It’s a workplace study from directors Steven Bognar and Julia Reichert
that is absorbing, discomfiting and desperately sad. American Factory is
incidentally another example of how “American” as the first word of a title
supercharges the movie with irony (American Hustle, American Gangster,
American Psycho). The factory in question is far from American. In 2014,
the Chinese auto glass manufacturer Fuyao bought a former General
Motors car plant in Dayton, Ohio, that had been closed since 2008 –
promising investment and hundreds of new jobs. Fuyao and its chairman
Cao Dewang (referred to as “Chairman Cao”) were rewarded with euphoric praise – in a state that had been crushed by unemployment – and
more than $6m in subsidies from Ohio state taxpayers.
The film shows how this good mood curdled as the workforce realised
that to show their gratitude they were expected to conform to the Chinese
culture of regimentation and submission, uncomplainingly working six or
seven-day weeks, pushing up productivity at all costs and declining to
make a fuss about decadent and lazy American indulgences such as
lunch breaks and safety precautions.

The Nightingale
Larissa Behrendt
Colonisation is a brutal process,
one in which everyone involved is
debased. That is the clear message of Jennifer Kent’s The
Nightingale, and the theme that
has dominated its early coverage.
But underneath that stark truth are
complex power dynamics that call
for more nuanced discussion.
Set in 1825 – during the Black Wars in Van Diemen’s Land – Clare (Aisling Franciosi) is an indentured Irish convict servant, in bondage to the
cruel Lieutenant Hawkins (Sam Claflin). She is overdue her ticket of
leave and wants to be with her husband and child, but Hawkins refuses
to relinquish his control. His abuse of power culminates in horrific violence – depicted so unflinchingly by Kent that some viewers have
walked out of cinemas – that strips Clare of everything she holds dear.
Hiring a black guide Billy (Baykali Ganambarr), Clare stalks Hawkins
and his small party to Launceston – where they are being guided by
Uncle Charlie (Charlie Jampijinpa Brown) – in order to punish them.
Vengeance is a driving force in Clare’s story, but The Nightingale –
which won the special jury prize when it premiered in Venice, and just
took home the critics’ prize at Melbourne film festival – is more layered
than a simple revenge tale.
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The Evolution of Ghalib

Villain

Hasan Abdullah

Michael Grant

One of the most oft-quoted poets of
the nineteenth century, Ghalib was
an intellectual colossus, whose poetry is imbued with timelessness and
universality. Born and brought up in
North India, he wrote both in his
mother tongue, Urdu and in Persian,
the established and privileged language of literature and officialdom.
He wrote exquisite prose, but is better known for his poetry, particularly
his Urdu ghazals.
In The Evolution of Ghalib, the author, Hasan Abdullah, provides a detailed introduction that describes
Ghalib's life history and brings out his
persona and situates his work in time and space. He briefly discusses
the Urdu language and ghazal as a literary form and familiarizes the
reader with the words, symbols and concepts crucial for understanding
Ghalib's poetry.
Based on a chronological reading of Ghalib's Urdu ghazals, the author
identifies the different stages and phases of the poet's development
and from each of these phases, selects and interprets verses, including
those that differ from the dominant trend, in order to reveal Ghalib's intellectual evolution. The book aims to make reading and understanding
of Ghalib's Urdu ghazals a pleasurable and enlightening experience.

When the lines between hero and villain blur,
it's hard to tell who's the real monster.
Dillon Poe wanted to be a comedian once but
everyone made fun of him. Dillon the loser. Dillon the freak. Now he can control anyone with
the power of his voice and he’s preparing to
send thousands to their deaths. Who’s laughing now? Dekka, Shade, Cruz, Malik, Armo
and a new mutant with unmatched powers are
all that stand in Dillon's way.
Internationally acclaimed author Michael Grant
delivers another stunning follow-up to his globally bestselling Gone series. Michael has now
written around 150 books (with Katherine, as himself, and under pseudonyms
and as a ghostwriter.) He lives in San Francisco Bay Area taking his inspiration from the charming view of Alcatraz.

Hope Never Dies
Andrew Shaffer
For everyone nostalgic for the Obama/Biden
administration, Hope Never Dies re-casts
the president and vice-president as amateur
sleuths in a quirky mystery-adventure. He is
an honest man in a city of thieves. He has
no patience for guff, foolishness, or
malarkey. He is United States Vice President Joe Biden. And when his favorite railroad conductor dies in a suspicious accident
leaving behind an ailing wife and a trail of
clues Amtrak Joe unwittingly finds himself in
the role of a private investigator. To crack the
case (and uncover a drug-smuggling ring
hiding in plain sight), he will team up with the
only man he has ever fully trusted the 44th president of the United States,
Barack Obama. Together they will plumb the darkest corners of Wilmington,
Delaware, where enemies lurk around every corner. And if they re not careful, the blood on the tracks may be their own. This quirky, comic mystery
begins six months after the 2016 presidential election, as Obama and Biden
are struggling to define their post-White House identities and question what
truly remains of their legendary bromance. Published as a trade paperback
original and designed to echo tough-guy thrillers (think Jack Reacher, Lethal
Weapon, True Detective), Hope Never Dies is essentially the first published
work of Obama/Biden fanfiction and a terrific beach read for anyone distressed by the current state of affairs in Washington, DC.
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The Nectar of Pain
Najwa Zebian
In The Nectar of Pain, Zebian sheds light on the
feelings and experiences that emerge from a
painful heartbreak. She writes that the process
of cleansing oneself of that pain—day by day,
hour by hour, and second by second—is the
real work of healing. With uncommon warmth
and wisdom, Zebian empowers all who have
lost to let go of anger and transform their suffering into the softness, sweetness, and beauty
of nectar. She holds her readers by the hand as
they heal.

Queenie Malone's Paradise Hotel
Ruth Hogan
Tilly was a bright, outgoing little girl who liked
playing with ghosts and matches. She loved
fizzy drinks, swear words, fish fingers and
Catholic churches, but most of all she loved living in Brighton in Queenie Malone's magnificent Paradise Hotel with its endearing and
loving family of misfits - staff and guests alike.
But Tilly’s childhood was shattered when her
mother sent her away from the only home
she'd ever loved to boarding school with little
explanation and no warning.
Many years later, Tilda has grown into an independent woman still damaged by her mother's
unaccountable cruelty. Wary of people, her
only friend is her dog. But when her mother dies, Tilda goes back to Brighton
and with the help of her beloved Queenie sets about unravelling the mystery of
her exile from The Paradise Hotel, only to discover that her mother was not the
woman she thought she knew at all.
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