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Kashmir

Modi’s misadventure
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi grossly
miscalculated. He thought that he will get away
with his misadventure but events have proved
him wrong. Kashmiris are fighting back
valiantly as India maintains its stranglehold
over occupied Kashmir. Despite India’s claims,
the situation there is not returning to normal.
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Economy on the mend?
The tax base has broadened significantly in the
first year of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
government, though the country’s tax-to-GDP
ratio shrank to 11.6pc in the last fiscal year from
13pc a year ago. The government suffered a
record 8.9pc fiscal deficit in its first year in
power, the highest in the country’s history. However, economic managers still claim the country
has been put to the right path and results of their
policies will start bearing fruit in few months.
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Economics

Worsening fiscal
indicators
Shahid Hussain

The first year of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government marked a
record 8.9pc fiscal deficit, the highest in the country’s history. Projections
about Pakistan’s last fiscal year framework have gone wrong up to 94pc,
which economists fear may force the government to renegotiate its $6b
loan deal with the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
According to data released by the Ministry of Finance, Pakistan’s fiscal
deficit in the last year stood at Rs3.445 trillion or 8.9pc of GDP — the highest since 1979-80. The deficit stood at Rs2.26 trillion or 6.6pc of GDP in
the previous year. Government revenues fell steeply while expenditures
remained at the level of the previous year, when expressed as a percentage of GDP. In absolute terms, expenditures broke previous records.
The figures are not only against estimates of the IMF, but also the government, which had announced in June 2019, it intended to keep the deficit
at 7.1pc of GDP, whereas its target at the start of the year was 4.9pc. The
statistics are also a setback to people’s hopes and the government’s claim
that Pakistan is moving towards the right direction after some indicators
showed signs of recovery. Pakistan has narrowed its trade loss to $664
million in July 2019, a 71pc drop from the trade loss in July 2018. Its current
account deficit reduced to $579 million in the same period. Reducing the
current account deficit is being seen as the PTI government’s biggest success since it came into power in August 2018. Pakistan’s imports have reduced from $61 billion to $55 billion, which means it saved $6 billion in just
two months. Compared to June, exports and remittances have both increased by 24pc. The yearly comparison showed a 26pc decrease in imports and 11pc increase in exports. After a tumultuous year, the dollar has
settled and the rupee stabilised in July after the IMF released its first
tranche of $1 billion.
According to the IMF, Pakistan’s exports are expected to increase to
$36.7 billion by year 2023-24. The pressure of current account deficit on
the country will also ease out gradually from its peak of $19.9 billion in
2017-18 to $6.95 billion in the current fiscal year. The trade deficit is also
forecast to decline to $24.9 billion in the current fiscal year from US $ 29.46
billion in 2018-19. In its recent staff report on Pakistan, the IMF estimated
that the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) would collect Rs5.5 trillion during
the current fiscal year, which would increase to Rs7.001 trillion in the next
year while the revenues would reach Rs8.3 trillion in 2021-2022 and
Rs9.48 billion in the subsequent year on the back of policy measures committed by the Pakistan authorities. The overall revenues of the country will
surge to Rs7.165 trillion in 2019-20, followed by Rs8.9 trillion in 2020-21,
Rs10.6 trillion in 2021-22, Rs12.12 trillion in 2022-23, and Rs13.37 billion
in 2023-24.
Against the estimates of the IMF and the Finance Ministry, all major fiscal indicators have deteriorated. However, the government may have a
justification that it had not presented the budget for the last fiscal year. It
was presented by the outgoing Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and the PTI government had to adjust it twice in the shape of two minibudgets.
There is no doubt that the target of revenue collection is challenging,
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but still the government has managed to achieve some successes. The
tax base has broadened significantly in the first year of the PTI government. According to the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), the number of
new tax return filers has more than tripled during the period. Its data shows
that 783,039 new taxpayers filed returns with the tax department as a result of various schemes, including tax amnesty schemes. In terms of revenue, the FBR received Rs2.583b from the new return filers. In the last
year of the PML-N government, only 190,391 new taxpayers were added
to the total number. Similarly, the revenue collection with those returns remained low — Rs717 million during tax year 2017. The total return filers
in the first year of the PTI government has reached 2.561 million in tax
year 2018, as against 1.514m over the previous year, reflecting an increase of 69.1pc. The income tax collection has reached Rs188b this year
as against Rs172b over the last year, showing an increase of 9.3pc. The
growth in the collection of sales tax has been recorded at 26.92pc to
Rs264b as against Rs208b over the last year. The Federal Excise Duty
collection was recorded at Rs28b against Rs21b over the last year, showing an increase of 33.33pc.
The FBR has missed the revenue collection target by a whopping margin of Rs50 billion for August, the second month of the new fiscal year.
The shortfall adds Rs14b to July’s deficit, taking the total shortfall in revenue collection to Rs64b in just two months of the current fiscal year.
Against a target of Rs352b for August, the FBR has managed to collect
Rs302b, which is much below the government expectation. However,
when compared with last year’s figures, the revenue collection was
recorded at Rs579b between July and August 2019, against Rs505b collected over the same months last year, showing an increase of 14.65pc.
The government may not have achieved its revenue target for the first
two months after it presented its first full-fledged budget in July 2019, it is
still more than collections in the same period last year. The revenue has
also dropped because of falling imports. The PTI has set an ambitious revenue collection for the year. The revenue of the first two months indicates
the government will be able to collect record revenue even if it failed to
achieve its target. The government will have to work harder to generate
enough revenue for debt service and public welfare.
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Kashmir

Modi’s misadventure
Nasim Ahmed

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi grossly
miscalculated. He thought that he will get away
with his misadventure but events have proved
him wrong. Kashmiris are fighting back
valiantly as India maintains its stranglehold
over occupied Kashmir. Despite India’s claims,
the situation there is not returning to normal.
Kashmiri leaders, including Syed Ali Gilani,
have given a call for civil disobedience and
asked Kashmiris to come out of their homes
despite the curfew. Over the past few weeks,
posters have appeared in Srinagar and other
places urging citizens to join a march to the office of the UN Military Observer Group for India
and Pakistan. Media reports show that protests
erupted in Srinagar’s Soura district for the
fourth week running despite a ban on public
gatherings, while hundreds of stone-pelting
youths confronted the Indian paramilitary
forces. Women are not far behind and are bravely defying the restrictions
placed on the movement of people. Hundreds have been injured by tear
gas and pellets, while the injured and sick people have been prevented
from going to hospitals and seeking medical aid.
It is now more than clear that the Kashmiris are not afraid any more of
Indian bayonets and firepower and are willing to defy tens of thousands
of Indian security personnel and risk life and limb to protest against illegal
action of the fascist Modi government. The Indian forces shooting indiscriminately and killing has not dampened the spirit of freedom among the
Kashmiri youth who are valiantly struggling for their rights. If anything,
India’s brutality has further intensified their resolve. The Kashmiri diaspora
has also become active to project their cause on the world stage and
counter the Modi government’s lies and false propaganda.
Meanwhile, Pakistan has once again warned the international community that India may carry out a false flag operation to divert attention
from its human rights violations in occupied Kashmir and justify a military strike against Pakistan. To express solidarity with the people of occupied Kashmir, Prime Minister Imran Khan has pledged to take up the
responsibility of raising the voice of the Kashmiri people at every forum
of the world.
PM Imran Khan has announced weekly demonstrations to express solidarity with the people of the held region, as well as promised to take world
leaders into confidence about the situation in occupied Kashmir. All agree
that a more coordinated and powerful strategy is needed to counter the
Indian action in occupied Kashmir. The situation now is that that we have
not succeeded on the international front to convince the world to take action against Indian barbarity in Kashmir, although there has been unprece-
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dented coverage in the western media of Indian brutalities and human
rights violations that exposes Modi’s claim of normality returning to the occupied territory.
Pakistan has done well to launch a worldwide campaign to draw the
attention of the international community to the fact that the curfew imposed
in the occupied valley has now entered its fifth week, while the Indian government has also prevented elected opposition leaders from entering Srinagar. In a welcome move, the Foreign Ministers of Saudi Arabia and UAE
visited Pakistan last week and pledged support for Kashmiris’ right to selfdetermination. The European Union has also taken up the matter despite
Indian attempts to create hindrances.
It was a diplomatic success for Pakistan when the UN Security Council
held a meeting on the Kashmir issue for the first time in over 50 years. The
statement by the UN Secretary General on Kashmir is also significant. But
there is still no sign of any kind of international pressure on the Indian government to stop human rights violations in the disputed territory. For that
we need a more aggressive diplomatic initiative. Telephonic conversations
with foreign leaders are not enough.
It is time the Pakistan government raised the issue at the UN’s Human
Rights Committee in Geneva. The committee has previously released two
reports on the human rights situation in Kashmir. The censure of the Indian
action by the UN committee would certainly be a moral victory for the Kashmiri people, but for that a lot of lobbying and diplomatic work is needed. At
the same time, the option of taking the Kashmir issue to the International
Court of Justice (ICJ), as indicated by the prime minister, should be reconsidered actively. In short, no efforts should be spared to bring the nightmare of Kashmiris to an end.
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Hunger

Looming food crisis
Nasim Ahmed

It is a strange paradox. The world produces more than enough food to feed
everyone, yet 815 million people (roughly
11% of the global population) go to sleep
hungry every night.
According to a UN report, by 2050,
when the global population reaches 9.8
billion, our food supplies will be under
great stress, and hunger around the world
will be more common. While the demand
for food will rise, the supply would dwindle
due to climate change, urbanization, soil
degradation and water shortages. Climate
change is a disaster in the making and we
must face it with all our resources.
Food security is a really serious issue
facing all of humanity. The problem is how
to feed a growing population at a time of
climate change which is badly affecting
food production in many parts of the
world. Globally, we are reliant on a very
slender thread of genetic diversity. According to the U.N.’s Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), more than 50% of all human calories come from just
three plants: rice, maize, and wheat. Increasing yield per acre is important
for feeding a growing population. Currently, only 12 crops account for 75%
of all human calories. If a particular pest or pathogen arises, or a particular
vulnerability to changing climates, the entire crop becomes vulnerable because of the lack of genetic variability within it.
This has happened before. In the 1950s, the global banana supply was
largely based on a single variety called the Gros Michel. The Panama virus
wiped it out because there was a lack of variability within the crop.
But there are solutions available now to tackle such challenges. There
are about 5,500 different varieties of edible plants, and yet we have found
ourselves concentrating on a very narrow selection. Another factor is the
balance of vegetable-based diets versus meat-based diet.
One problem is our choice of food. A kilogram of beef is about 30 times
more demanding on the environment than a kilogram of plant protein. For
a sustainable future, quite radical change to our diets is needed. Unfortunately, developing societies too are shifting to a meat-based diet. If the
populations of India or China were to adopt the same meat-rich diet as
America, that would put tremendous pressure on global resources.
According to experts, we need to launch a global campaign to teach
people to change their eating habits and patterns. The campaign should
start with consumers being made aware of what they’re eating and the consequences of that. We must make people understand that eating beef is
significantly more demanding on the environment than eating chicken and
vegetables.
An encouraging trend is that lately people are taking more interest in
vegetarian diets. An average person in the West is eating vegetarian meals
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three or four times per week. This is healthy and a big step towards solving
the world food crisis.
But change does not come easily. And there is always resistance to
new technologies. A vegan diet is less expensive and it’s certainly a lot
better for the environment. Genetic modification (GM) is another issue
where a poor public understanding of the underlying technology has led to
a degree of concern. It’s often alleged that GM is not natural. But orthodox
agriculture is not natural either. It’s extremely damaging to the environment
and if GM crops can be produced that require less herbicide, or pesticide,
or water, then we as a society have to understand that there are great benefits involved in the process.
In the long term, we must plan for greater diversity of food sources
which should be more seasonal, and locally sourced. Our diet has been
evolving all the time: 30 years ago an avocado was a very rare and exotic
thing in Britain, and bananas only appeared after the Second World War.
But now both these fruits are available everywhere round the year.
Not only should food production increase but there should also be more
varieties of food. Dependence on a few varieties like wheat and rice should
gradually be reduced.
Food experts say that locally produced foods would be the norm in the
future. Locally sourced, seasonal food is good for our health and good for
the environment. People might also think of growing their own food on a
balcony, a roof, or in a garden. Not only is it enjoyable, but it also reconnects individuals with nature. There should be a massive effort towards
encouraging people to produce their own food. This is good both for the
individual family as well as the world at large. That is the only way to solve
the looming world food crisis.
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Extrajudicial killings

Custodial deaths
in the Punjab
Muhammad Hassan

The Punjab government has decided to amend laws and make new standard operating procedures (SOPs) to prevent deaths in custody after the
police allegedly killed three people in as many days. Calls for police reforms are growing after the killing of Muhammad Salahuddin, who was
mentally challenged, after he was caught stealing cards from an ATM machine.
There is no doubt that the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
recruited a large number of criminals to the Punjab police, but the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government cannot blame it now. The Punjab police
are considered the worst after the Sindh police in the country as recruitment to both forces were made on political grounds in the past. The Punjab
police are also notorious for fake encounters and have killed hundreds of
people in the last few decades, on instructions of high-ranking civilians
and police officers. At a time, killing hardened criminals through the police
was a policy of the PML-N government.
A death in police custody is highly deplorable but the killing of a person,
with mental illness, is even more gruesome. People were outraged when
a horrifying video appeared on social media which showed officials from
the Punjab police beating and humiliating Salahuddin. In the video, two
police officers were seen hitting him and using abusive language to intimidate him. He appeared to be in excruciating pain. The police officials also
asked him to stick out his tongue for their amusement, apparently oblivious
to his mental and physical condition. Earlier, Salahuddin’s video had gone
viral after he was caught stealing from an ATM in Faisalabad and then
sticking his tongue out at the camera.
The recent deaths have embarrassed the Punjab government, which
had promised to reform the police after coming to power. Over a year has
passed but the police remain the same. Even the appointment of an honest
and strict police officer as Inspector General (IG) of the Punjab police has
not worked. IG Arif Nawaz, in an effort to improve conditions at police stations, had ordered their monitoring through closed-circuit television (CCTV)
cameras, but his subordinates are not interested in transforming themselves. In a warning letter to senior police officials, he expressed extreme
displeasure over deaths in police custody. He was also dismayed at the
arbitrary discontinuation of the monitoring of police stations through CCTV
cameras by senior police officials.
The custodial death of the mentally challenged person also attracted
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s attention and he summoned Punjab Chief
Minister Usman Buzdar to his office. PM Imran Khan expressed concern
over the killings and ordered expediting the process of police reforms.
However, it appears the Punjab police are almost impossible to reform.
One incident of grave violations has occurred after the other in recent times
but high-up of the police and the federal and Punjab governments become
quiet after raising some noises and warnings of “serious consequences.”
As Salahuddin died in police custody in Rahim Yar Khan, a young man,
identified as Amir Masih was allegedly killed by the Lahore police. Many
torture marks were found on his body. In a footage shown by news chan-
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nels, two policemen were seen dragging him into a hospital. Later, the policemen were seen bringing him out of the hospital in a wheelchair and
bundling him into a cab. Earlier, a middle-aged Amjad Ali had died at a Lahore hospital after alleged torture by the Gujjarpura police. He was admitted to hospital after he had been recovered along with eight others from
an illegal police torture cell. Lahore police high-ups claimed he had died
of cardiac arrest.
In January this year, the Punjab police killed four people, including parents and their teenage daughter, in Sahiwal, which created uproar in the
country. The incident, known as the Sahiwal tragedy, had sent shock
waves across the country as one of the surviving children, who were witness to the killings, denied the official version in a video that went viral on
social media.
The Punjab police, after decades-long policy of killings in fake encounters, have reached a point where they are impossible to rein in. According
to police data, at least 1,325 people were shot dead in encounters, most
of them fake, in the province from 2014 to 2017. The suspects were killed
by police after investigations, which lasted for weeks and months. Former
Malir SSP Rao Anwar also earned a bad name in fake encounters.
Experts say the Punjab police need to change their mindset to stop torture and extrajudicial killings of suspects. Police high-ups should themselves launch reforms among the force, especially low-ranking officers,
who are usually involved in torture and killing of accused in custody. On
the other hand, the government has delayed reforms unnecessarily, which
encouraged the police to continue with its old ways. Experts say had the
police officials involved in the killings of citizens in Sahiwal been punished,
the recent incidents of the custodial killings would not have happened.
The PTI wanted to replicate the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police model in
the Punjab after a huge success in the province during its 2013-2018 rule.
In its initial days in power, the government also formed a reform body, with
Nasir Durrani its head, to change Punjab police culture. After he quit his
job, allegedly over interference by the ruling elite, the reform process
stopped and the government never made a serious effort to restart it.
The recent custodial deaths have once again highlighted the necessity
of police reforms. The Punjab police are governed by the Police Order,
2002 (amended in 2013), which stipulates up to five-year imprisonment
for officers found guilty of inflicting “torture and violence to any person” in
their custody. However, the law largely remains ineffective as the police
themselves are assigned inquiries into incidents of torture and deaths in
custody and they exonerate officials of their own force. The government
will have to form an independent authority to hold inquiries and punish police officials involved in the incidents.
The PTI government had to sack at least 8,000 officials of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa police to purge them of corruption and stop them from taking
the law into their own hands. It will have to terminate at least 20,000 officials to reform the Punjab police. Sceptics say Pakistan’s economy can
overtake the US and China, but the Punjab police would not change.
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Healthcare

Reforms in Punjab medical
teaching institutions
Muhammad Ali

The Punjab government has initiated action against doctors and paramedics, who protested against the newly-introduced medical teaching
institutions (MTI) law. The tussle is expected to intensify in coming days
as doctors believe all hospitals will be privatized and their services
would be deregularized under the law, but the government claims it will
bridge the administrative gap that is draining massive public resources
while offering poor healthcare services to patients.
Health and police reforms top the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
manifesto. The provincial government has failed to reform the police
but it has come up with a plan to revamp hospitals and medical teaching
institutes after the party’s successful experience in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. It is a fact that hospitals badly needed reforms
because patients were not satisfied with them. According to the Punjab
government, it is spending Rs4.5m annually on each hospital bed in
the teaching institutions and Rs3.5m on each bed in primary and secondary healthcare facilities. Despite spending massive amounts, no patient is ever satisfied with the performance of the doctors and hospitals.
The health department has 49,000 beds at its healthcare facilities, with
Rs230b non-development and Rs45b development budget.
The government has envisioned complete financial and administrative autonomy to medical teaching institutions and ensured the audit of
every employee’s performance. Under the new law, the government will
nominate a board of governors (BoG) and a hospital committee that
would ensure the availability of all training facilities in teaching hospitals. The teaching hospitals would be given one-line budget so that the
BoG could ensure up-to-date facilities. The BoG’s performance would
be audited by a third party thrice a year and a final financial audit by
the accountant general and each institution’s performance audit report
would be presented to the Punjab Assembly.
The chief minister would have powers to disband a BoG, if it does
not perform at its optimum level. The employees of the health department will remain government servants but a medical institution would
monitor whether they are performing well or not. The BoGs will also
have powers for the appointment of administration officials to key slots
and senior faculty members. The post of principal will be converted into
dean, who would be appointed by the BoG for a period of five years.
Every hospital will have a management committee, consisting of a hospital director, medical director, nursing and finance directors and two
members nominated by the BoG. Headed by a dean, the management
committee shall have powers to terminate any or all employees of the
institution in accordance with the rules and regulations. “The civil servant status of all government employees shall stand abolished besides
no role of the health department in the state-run medical teaching institutions. The employees would be given a choice to either continue
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work for the institution in private capacity under the MTI Ordinance. In
case, they want to work as civil servants, their services will be placed
on the disposal of the health department for further posting in any other
state-run institution,” the ordinance says.
Under the new law, if a hospital needs a machine or equipment, it
will have its own budget and can buy it within a day. Earlier, hospitals
would request the secretary for any kind of equipment or budget and
then after days or weeks of delay, the request was processed and the
equipment was provided to the hospital, while patients suffered in the
meanwhile.
The salary package of doctors and paramedics will be doubled and
doctors would be allowed private practice in hospitals. However, doctors practicing outside the hospital will have to forego professional medical allowances from the salary package. The third party audit of
hospitals will help improve their performance immensely. For example,
when Peshawar’s leading and one of the biggest public hospitals, Lady
Reading Hospital’s Cardiac Surgery ward was audited under the MTI
Act, it found the mortality rate was 36pc. It meant one out of three patients died at the ward, which is against international standards. When
the doctors were asked for an explanation, they complained of shortage
of required equipment and supplies, which were provided to them. The
law will also ensure the accountability of doctors, which is a new concept in Pakistan.
Rejecting the new law, the Young Doctors Association (YDA) and
the Grand Health Alliance (GHA) have announced resisting its implementation at all levels. They say it is huge injustice to run public hospitals, established on taxpayers’ money, in a private manner. “The
government has stripped thousands of doctors, nurses, paramedics
and allied health professionals of their civil servant status with a stroke
of pen. The government has privatized the healthcare services, which
will deprive poor patients of their basic right to health free of cost,” their
representatives told a press conference.
Fearing resistance from the opposition in the Punjab Assembly and
protests from medics during the legislation process, the government
had to implement the health reforms through an ordinance. As a precaution, the government has banned political activities and gatherings
in hospitals and educational institutions. The PTI government has recruited 14,000 doctors in the first year of its rule in the province, besides
inducting 600 medical teachers, 1,100 consultants, 4,000 nurses, 5,000
paramedical staff and as many pharmacists. The government also
plans to set up 12 new nursing colleges to meet the shortage of nurses.
Though the services of the doctors have not been deregularized,
yet they can be sacked by the BOGs for poor performance. It is hoped
the new law will improve the performance of the doctors and hospitals.
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Politics

JUI-F’s October
‘revolution’
Muhammad Zain

Maulana Fazlur Rehman of the Jamiat Ulema-i-Isalm-F (JIU-F) is desperate to dislodge the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government (PTI) of Prime
Minister Imran Khan since the day it was installed. He has announced a
“long march” on Islamabad with an agenda to topple the government. Experts say he can create unrest in the country and pose some problems
for the government but he will not be able to realize his dream.
The JUI-F chief, who has remained part of the governments in Pakistan for decades, wants to paralyse the government and the state, like
the sit-ins of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and the Pakistan Awami
Tehreek (PAT) in Islamabad in December 2014. The protests had almost
toppled the government of the then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. But the
PTI and PAT had some demands from the government. The PTI wanted
a probe into alleged rigging in the 2013 election, while the PAT was
protesting against non-registration of a case after the police had killed at
least 14 of its activists in Lahore. They had neither an agenda to topple
the government nor they could do it. One the other hand, Fazlur
Rehman’s sole agenda is to oust the government which is almost impossible to achieve.
He has been threatening the national institutions and the government
after his party’s miserable loss in the 2018 election. Few months ago, he
threatened to march on Islamabad in October if the government did not
step down by August. He claimed that the entire country would march
with him. "This will be an independence march. The way we freed ourselves from the British, we will free ourselves from this government,” he
told his supporters.
However, he has not been able to garner support for his agitation
movement from two mainstream parties, the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP). According to
media reports, his agitation call received a cold response from other parties when the proposal was taken up during a meeting of the opposition’s
Rehbar Committee. It is said almost all parties expressed their concern
on the unilateral announcement of the JUI-F. The leaders of almost all
parties told the JUI-F members that it was their Majlis-i-Shoora that had
decided to launch the long march, and that they were not in a position to
make any commitment on the issue without discussing it with their respective parties.
The main demands of the opposition parties are establishment of the
rule of law in the country, fresh elections, across-the-board accountability
after revamping the National Accountability Bureau (NAB), ensuring supremacy of the parliament and eliminating the alleged interference of
state institutions in the parliamentary matters. However, Fazlur Rehman’s
only demand is the ouster of the government, because it is headed by his
archrival, Imran Khan, whose party has almost eliminated his party from
its stronghold in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the last two general elections.
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The JUI-F chief intended to launch a full-fledged anti-government
movement soon after its installation. At a grand opposition meeting hosted
by the PPP chairman in Islamabad in May, he had warned the opposition
leaders of further delaying agitation. He suggested holding a sit-in at DChowk in Islamabad, but other opposition parties did not support the idea.
The PPP was of the view that since they had taken a principled stand that
an indefinite sit-in was an undemocratic act of the PTI, it would be difficult
for it to support the plan. The PPP and the PML-N believed that it would
be difficult for them to arrange workers and people for an indefinite sit-in
and the whole movement could be taken over by religious groups and
parties which could use seminary students through exploitation of religious sentiments.
The PML-N and the PPP are not in a position to launch a movement
against the government as their top leaders are in jail. They have also
been humiliated after their failed attempt to change Senate Chairman
Sadiq Sanjrani, who survived a no-trust motion after 14 members of the
opposition either voted against their own resolution or deliberately wasted
votes. The fiasco also created rifts among the opposition and significantly
weakened it against the government which gained immensely and became stronger. The PPP and the PML-N accused each other of deliberately siding with the government to extract favours for their jailed leaders.
According to the opposition’s estimates, at least nine senators of the PMLN, three of the PPP and two of the JUI-F had voted against their own parties.
Maulana Fazl was the architect of the move against the Senate chairman. However, he has realized that the opposition cannot pose a serious
challenge to the government in the parliament, so he has decided to fight
his case on the streets of the country. He believes it is the time to launch
a campaign against the government over its “wrong policies.” The time
could not be more appropriate for him because the economy is in disarray,
the rupee has shed its value by one-third and prices of essentials have
skyrocketed in the PTI government. There is a general impression in the
country that the government has no control over the economy and the situation will worsen in coming months.
Experts say Fazlur Rehman is fighting for the survival of his party and
his place in national politics. However, Interior Minister Ijaz Shah has predicted or warned that his procession would not be able to cross Attock
and that people themselves would stop the protesters with force. The government will also attempt to stop him from using madrass students for his
political motives. It is his democratic right to protest against the government, but under Supreme Court’s guidelines after the Faizabad sit-in, no
person or party can be allowed to block a road. His ability to pose problems for the government will depend on how many people reach Islamabad on his call and how long they stay there.

09

Economics

Economy on the mend?
Shahid Hussain

The tax base has broadened significantly in the first year of the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government, though the country’s tax-to-GDP ratio
shrank to 11.6pc in the last fiscal year from 13pc a year ago. The government suffered a record 8.9pc fiscal deficit in its first year in power, the highest in the country’s history. However, economic managers still claim the
country has been put to the right path and results of their policies will start
bearing fruit in few months.
Data released by the Finance Ministry recently says the overall tax-toGDP ratio flattened out to 12.7pc in 2018-19, compared to 15.2pc in the
last year of the PML-N government in 2017-18. Tax revenues remained
unchanged and did not show any improvement in absolute terms and instead fell to 11.6pc of GDP in 2018-19, when compared to 13pc in 201718. Non-tax revenues last year amounted to Rs427b, almost 44pc lower
than Rs760b in 2017-18. The non-tax revenue amounted to just 1.1pc of
GDP, exactly half the 2.2pc of GDP in 2017-18, which has been the lowest
since 2001-02. Total expenditure, on the other hand, reached 21.6pc of
GDP in 2018-19, slightly lower than 21.8pc of GDP in 2017-18. In absolute
numbers, the current expenditure amounted to Rs8.345 trillion compared
to Rs7.488t of the previous year. Current expenditure was reported at
18.4pc of GDP for the year ending June 30, 2019, compared to 17pc of
GDP in FY2018. In absolute numbers, the current expenditure was posted
at Rs7.104t compared to Rs5.85t of the previous year, with an increase of
21.3pc. On the other hand, development expenditure and net lending
amounted to 3.2pc of GDP – the lowest since 2008-09. A year earlier, development expenditure and net lending had stood at 4.7pc of GDP.
Despite the bad indicators, the government claims the economy is improving steadily. State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Reza Baqir told
business leaders in Lahore recently that the reason behind the increasing
trade deficit in recent years was the absence of a market-based exchange
rate, and tried to reassure them that the economy was gradually improving.
“In previous years, whenever the trade deficit increased, the exchange
rate did not adjust as it was kept fixed, which led to increase in the deficit
since there was an intervention in the system,” he claimed.
The government has brought the exchange rate in the market system
by devising a policy that ensures monitoring of supply and demand movements. The country’s exports have increased by 10 to 20pc after a sustained policy focus and the economic condition is gradually improving after
reforms were introduced. About six months ago, foreign exchange reserves of the country were not enough to meet its external debt service
obligations, but the situation has changed after reforms and an agreement
with the IMF.
The government’s claim of stability is also confirmed by the Standard
& Poor’s rating agency, which affirmed Pakistan’s “B-” long-term and “B”
short-term sovereign rating while maintaining the long-term outlook at “stable” rating. The New York-based rating agency also affirmed “B-” long-term
issue rating on Pakistan’s senior unsecured debt and sukuk trust certificates. The S&P said its stable outlook reflected its expectations that funding from the IMF and other partners would be sufficient for Pakistan to
meet its considerable external obligations over the next one to two years.
It said Pakistan’s rating remained constrained by a narrow tax base
and domestic and external security risks, which continue to be high. It fore-
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cast Pakistan’s economic growth to slow down to 2.4pc of the GDP during
the current fiscal year — a 12-year low. Taken together with the country’s
relatively fast population growth of approximately 2pc per year, real per
capita economic growth will fall to an anaemic 0.4pc. That will contribute
to a decline in the country’s 10-year weighted average per capita growth
to 1.8pc, below the global average of 2.3pc for economies at a similar level
of income. The agency forecast GDP per capita to fall to just above $1,200
by the end of the current fiscal year, versus $1,565 in fiscal 2017-2018
owing to over 25pc exchange rate loss. Although the country’s security situation has gradually improved over the recent years, yet ongoing vulnerabilities weaken the government’s effectiveness and weigh on the business
climate, it said, adding the policy choices had weakened support for sustainable public finances and balanced economic growth. “Corruption level
is still very high and the sovereign (Pakistan) ranks poorly on Ease of
Doing Business. The country faces a long-standing risk of conflict with
neighbouring states or non-state groups,” it observed.
The government may have found some fiscal space on the external
front, yet the situation for the common people is very difficult as inflation
has jumped to 10.5pc for the month of August. According to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics, Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation increased by
10.5pc on year-on-year basis in August 2019, as compared to an increase
of 8.4pc in the previous month and 6.2pc in August 2018. The data shows
that the price hike from July to August has been led by chicken, onion,
tomato and vegetables, all of which saw a double-digit price hike in percentage terms in urban as well as rural areas. The only item that saw a
double-digit percentage decline was fresh fruits. But compared to August
last year, the price increases are much sharper. Gas prices showed a
114pc increase in urban areas, followed by chicken at 75pc and onion at
61pc. Rural areas saw the biggest price surge in food items, like onions,
chicken and pulses during the period.
The government claims it is paying the loans obtained by the previous
governments and it is unfair to blame it for Pakistan’s economic woes. It
may be right, but its policies have hit the common people hard, who find it
hard to make both ends meet. The government can, at least, check an artificial price hike in the country. It will not cost a penny, but could provide
huge relief to people.
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Amendments

NAB only for politicians?
Husnain Shahid

The government and the opposition have proposed new amendments to
the National Accountability Ordinance, 1999, under which private citizens
unconnected to holders of public offices will be excluded from the reach of
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB). After relief for businesspeople
and the bureaucracy, it appears the government wants to narrow the accountability watchdog’s scope and limit to only to politicians.
A threshold of Rs500 million may be introduced, which means the NAB
will not be able to probe a fraud worth less than Rs500 million. Under the
amended law, the valuation of immovable properties is to be reckoned either as per the District Collector rate or the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) rate, whichever is higher. The new NAB law will also take into consideration that lapses by officials are acceptable and will not categorise
them as offences. The NAB shall not take cognizance of offences based
on procedural lapses unless there is evidence corroborating that the officer
has materially benefitted from such a decision or lapse, the proposed
amendment says.
The amendments were proposed after the federal cabinet realised that
the bureau’s campaign is crippling the economy, hampering investment
and causing administrative problems. Under the draft bill, the application
of the NAB laws may not be extended in respect of a private person or entity, who/which is directly and indirectly unconnected with a holder of public
office. The decision to strip the NAB of powers to probe private citizens
was announced by the government on August 22 in a press conference
by Federal Minister for Law and Justice Dr Farogh Nasim.
The amended law will also see an arrested accused released on bail if
an inquiry under the NAB Ordinance is not concluded within a period of
three months. Moreover, the previous 90-day physical custody period of
an accused public office holder will be brought down to 45 days. A case
previously investigated by the NAB and closed will not be reopened.
The draft proposes that the trial or accountability courts may be conferred the power of entertaining and deciding pre-arrest and after-arrest
bail applications. Under the existing National Accountability Ordinance,
there is no provision for grant of bail to a NAB suspect and as a result, they
have to file a petition under the Article 199 of the Constitution with a high
court to seek bail. A citizen can invoke the Article 199 and file a petition
with the high court concerned to enforce fundamental rights when there is
no remedy available under the law.
The draft also proposes amendments pertaining to the voluntary return
of an embezzled amount and release of a person under a plea bargain. It
suggests the voluntary return may be approved by a committee formed by
the prime minister. Guidelines will be formed for entertaining a request for
voluntary returns and plea bargains. The acceptance of a plea bargain and
voluntary return may see the public office holder disqualified to hold office
or employment for a period of 10 years or any other period.
About the section in the existing law pertaining to “misuse of authority,”
the new law says that the Act will only be cognizable if there is an underlying criminal intent and the action results in an illegal or unjustifiable increase in the assets of a government servant. A government servant’s
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assets will not be frozen solely on account of a belief that they have committed an offence. The property shall be frozen once the officer has been
convicted by a court. NAB authorities will also have a reduced jurisdiction
in matters pertaining to taxation, stock exchange including IPOs and building control “because appropriate action can be taken by the FBR, SECP
and Building Control Authorities.”
According to the government, it is amending the NAB law in the light of
guidelines from the Supreme Court of Pakistan. However, its appears it
wants to limit the scope of the NAB to holders of public offices only, while
bureaucrats and businesspeople would be given a free hand. The government believes businesspersons should be subject to relevant laws of the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) in case they are involved in tax evasion and other financial irregularities. The graft watchdog might also be barred from interfering in matters
relating to financial disputes between private parties because the organisation was created mainly to investigate mega-corruption cases. In pursuance of the government policy, NAB Chairman Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal
has announced that the anti-corruption watchdog will not pursue cases
pertaining to income tax or sales tax against members of the business
community. In a press release, the NAB chairman said that ongoing cases
against businesspeople would be sent to the Federal Board of Revenue.
He said he would personally look into the matter. “The NAB is a people
and business-friendly institution and gives top priority to solving problems
being faced by the business community,” the press release quoted the NAB
chairman as saying. The NAB has also started referring petty cases to the
provinces or other authorities after it was asked recently by the federal government to deal only with mega corruption cases.
It is obvious the government wants to amend NAB laws to facilitate the
bureaucracy and businesspeople, even if they commit corruption, to run
its affairs. It wants the NAB to focus on mega corruption cases, which involve over Rs500m. It means all cases involving lesser amounts will be
probed by the anti-corruption police of the province concerned, which
would only promote corruption and deny victims of any chance of recovery
of their amounts.
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Diplomacy

US-Taliban talks derail
Raza Khan

Eventually, the peace process between the United States and the Afghan
Taliban fell through as was not that much expected; however, after the
terms of truce become public it was obvious that President Donald Trump
would not allow to sign the document of virtual surrender before the armed
Afghan insurgents.
In total, nine rounds of talks between Washington and the Afghan Taliban took place spanning more than a year. At last, it was very much expected that a peace deal was just around the corner and would be signed
soon. However, the possible peace agreement between the United States
and the Taliban has become quite murky as the former Secretary of State,
Mike Pompeo, refused to sign the agreement. Already, there was little optimism within Afghanistan and among independent experts that restoration
of stability and order would be possible after any deal has been struck between the two sides.
It is important to note that before Pompeo’s refusal to sign the peace
deal from Washington’s side with the Taliban and the Taliban refusal to
stop attacks on the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), the two sides
were quite close to the deal, however, serious question marks have
emerged on the effectiveness of the peace deal. The most important question mark is the refusal by Pompeo to sign the agreement. This is basically
because of various provisions of the peace deal. Noticeably, not all the
provisions of the peace deal had transpired but international media, which
unearthed the proposed provisions, included that the US would withdraw
5,000 of its 14,000 troops from Afghanistan and also vacate five key military bases under its use in the country. However, the provisions of the truce
do not put any condition on the Taliban to ceasefire. In short, the probable
peace agreement between the US and the Taliban revolved around the
withdrawal of the US forces from Afghanistan without placing any conditions on the Taliban. In the situation, it was ovbious that the peace deal
would not be signed and in case signed it would soon collapse.
Just before President Trump declared calling off talks with the Taliban,
the international media quoting Afghan government sources had divulged
that after claiming to have intercepted a radio message of the militant
group the Taliban have been telling their low-ranking commanders and
foot soldiers that all the US forces would withdraw within a year’s time.
The messaging became important from the insurgents standpoint so that
to keep calm within the ranks of the militia as many of them wanted to
achieve victory by force and did not want to have a peace deal with the
Americans. In particular when the group has huge areas under its control
in Afghanistan and the ANSF without the support of the US forces are even
unable to hold their own, let alone provide security to the state. The argument of many Taliban not to sign the peace agreement with the US was
rational. Thus, the Taliban seem to have a well thought out plan to control
Afghanistan once the foreign forces would have withdrawn. Fundamentally, the Taliban are a militia and do not fulfill the conditions of a political
force; therefore, it is very much expected that they would resort to force
and violence to have their way. The Taliban may have made some promises with the special envoy of US President Donald Trump on Afghanistan,
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Zalmay Khalilzad, not to intimidate other Afghan stakeholders to power
but who would have ensured that the Taliban won’t renege on their promise
in this regard. This aspect of the possible peace deal also made it very
much stillborn.
Another important question which has emerged regarding a possible
peace deal between the Taliban and the US was that whether the Taliban
would stick to their oft-repeated promise that they would not allow any militant or terrorist group including Al-Qaeda to have sanctuaries and bases
in Afghanistan. Since the ouster of the Taliban regime by the US-led International Security & Assistance Force (ISAF) in November 2001, the militia
commanders have been taking the position that they have had nothing to
do with Al-Qaeda. As the agenda of Al-Qaeda has been global war against
the ‘infidels,’ the Taliban have always claimed that theirs was a struggle of
national liberation waged against foreign occupation and that they did not
have any agenda beyond Afghanistan. In fact, the Taliban have been quite
honest in this regard as no evidence of their militant or terrorist involvement
in a foreign land has ever been recorded.
It is also important to note that when the US occupied Afghanistan the
prime goal was to make the country safe, so that Al-Qaeda or any other
international militant group could not pose a threat to US security. Although
Al-Qaeda has almost been defeated and the Taliban have promised not
to give hideouts to the militants from Al-Qaeda, yet there is always a possibility of its resurrection as the ideology is very much intact. In the situation, who is going to ensure that the Taliban having entire Afghanistan
under their control should not provide Al-Qaeda hideouts anew?
Most importantly, any peace deal in which there were no conditions
placed on the Taliban and the latter refusal to ceasefire was tantamount
to the virtual dismemberment of Afghanistan because the Taliban, to all
intents and purposes, are a Pakhtun militia and sizable minority of Tajiks
followed by Uzbeks, Turkmens and Baloch in Afghanistan have been
against the Taliban. As most of the ethnic groups living in their specific
areas, mostly in Western and northern Afghanistan, there have always
been apprehensions that once the Taliban singlehandedly control
Afghanistan, virtual dismemberment of the country would follow suit. This
also seems to be the main reason that there was an extensive opposition
to a possible peace deal within Afghanistan. The Afghan government of
President Ashraf Ghani has, therefore, been asking the Taliban to desist
from having a direct peace deal without an intra-Afghan dialogue and
agreement first. The point seems to have influenced President Trump’s
decision to call off talks with the Taliban. Whether there would be any revival of the talks is unknown. However, in the present situation the Taliban
would remain recalcitrant and the hawks within the militia’s rank would now
dominate that the US could not be trusted. However, the Taliban had to
act wisely as it is not only the matter of their pride but also the future of
Afghanistan.
The calling off talks with the Afghan Taliban by President Trump is
going to be very consequential as it may push Afghanistan to another bout
of a bloody war and this time clashes may be quite violent, unfortunately.
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Assessment

Quality of democracy
in Pakistan
Raza Khan

A country may have an elected political system but it may lack democratic
institutionalization and this is a pertinent question to be asked regarding
contemporary or “new” Pakistan of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
The most important indicator of the quality of democracy in the country,
specifically for Pakistan, could be the scale of social, political and economic stability. The fact of the matter is that all these three aspects of national life are closely interrelated. As far as the social stability in the country
is concerned, it leaves a lot to be desired. While on the one hand, a fullscale class conflict is very much there, but generally it is directly unobservable or overlooked. The class struggle has got deepened because the
ruling class and the moneyed elite have got richer without any true responsibility towards society at large in the shape of paying taxes and increasing
the scale of industrial and business operations. In other words, the ruling
and wealthy class in society has got richer, not because it has established
more industries or businesses, but fundamentally because of evading
taxes and gnawing upon the state and its resources mostly raised for the
middle or professional class as well as working folks.
The state, with its democratic system, which ideally must be the custodian of the rights of the majority instead of the ruling miniscule minority,
has almost failed to protect the interest of the majority of the members of
society. Thus, against the social conditions backdrop, Pakistani democracy
has failed significantly.
Politics stability as an indicator and yardstick of political stability is quite
important. At this point, political stability in Pakistan leaves a lot to be desired. This can be realized from the fact that the government of PM Imran
Khan of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is clinging to power with a
razor-thin majority in the National Assembly. It is only because of the
smaller parties, like the Balochistan Awami Party (BAP), Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM) and the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-e-Azam (PMLQ) that the PTI government and PM Khan are afloat. The ruling coalition
government has a lot of internal strife and trouble due to which the functionality of the government has been severely affected. Resultantly, the
state has been unable to respond to the needs of the majority of people
and look after their key interests.
Physical security is a key aspect of political stability. In contemporary
Pakistan, no one can say to be fully secure. Rather, an innumerable number of people would argue that they are rather insecure. The situation in
the largest city of the country, Karachi, followed by Lahore is a case in
point. While the situation in Karachi is the worst, it is quite bad in Lahore
and equally so in Faisalabad. On the other hand, in the rural areas of all
the four provinces of the country, the security is a personal issue of all citizens. Moreover, one of the provinces of the country is facing active separatist insurgency that is Balochistan while the situation is not ideal in
Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces, where groups, like the Pakhtun
Tahaffuz Movement, we like or not, have created a lot of space for themselves. So, on the basis of these facts we could say that the quality of
democracy in Pakistan is not good at all.
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The level of institutional maturity and responsiveness is another key aspect of political stability. Keeping in view the situation within major government institutions it seems that the people running these institutions either
lack capacity and competence or the sense of direction and belongingness
to society and its people. This is really a very dangerous situation because
when the majority of the people manning the institutions of the country become disenchanted they could become potentially destructive.
At the moment, the biggest problem of Pakistan is an economic meltdown, rather collapse. We have very strong quantitative indicators in this
regard to drive the point home. Inflation is very much in the double digit.
The incidence of poverty in the country is great and arguably more than
half of the population is living below the poverty line. Unemployment is
rampant in a country with its 63 percent population aged between 17 years
to 45 years. This is despite the fact PM Khan and his economic advisors
have not only got unprecedented loans from international financial institutions but also from other countries and imposed historically unmatched
taxes on the people. So, if the country’s economy cannot be put on the
right track after such stringent measures, then it seems that there are structural issues with the democratic system of the country.
The quality of democracy is the country can also be gauged from the
fact that the people do not have much interest in the functioning of the
state with an increasing number of people losing faith in the current government. When the PTI government came to power in August 2018, a lot
of people pinned hopes on, at least, PM Khan that he would take some
drastic measures to improve the lot of the common people. However, so
far no concrete steps have been taken and seemingly there are no such
measures in store. The fact of the matter is that PM Khan has still been
experimenting with clobbering a right team and has been picking, choosing
and firing advisers and ministers. It has been learnt from within the governmental circles in Islamabad that PM Khan is quite frustrated with the
performance of his cabinet ministers, key advisers and top bureaucrats
and he may soon make large-scale changes in this regard. While this is a
positive indicator that a democratically-elected prime minister of the country is trying to fix things by making changes in his cabinet, but it is also
quite obvious that the ministers and advisers, particularly the unelected
ones whether Firdous Ashiq Awan, Zulfi Bukhari or Arbab Shehzad, have
totally failed to deliver and are still very much there. Here, the question
arises that even if these ministers and advisers are shown the door, are
there any in line which could fix things? At least within the PTI one does
not think there are many people who could be the panacea for the many
ills afflicting the state and society.
In this situation, if another (snap) election is held the people may vote
in a very small number as the level of faith in the democratic system has
got seriously flinched. This does not mean that Pakistan does not need
democracy, it really needs it critically. However, the parliamentary political
system has not been strengthening democracy, rather hitting the very roots
of democracy in the country.
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Economics

The menace of
smuggling
Muhammad Jahangir

Smuggling is one of the major curses retarding the growth of our economy.
It is a decades-old problem that has never been tackled seriously. According
to media reports, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has developed a new,
many-pronged strategy to curb it. Under the plan, effective from the beginning
of September, special joint teams of the FBR would be visiting major shopping areas and large retailers to check import documents for imported goods
available for sale to consumers.
It may be recalled here that a similar drive was launched under the Ayub
martial law with raids conducted on retail outlets by taxmen to flush out smuggled goods. The results achieved were mixed, at best. It is estimated that
there has been a massive increase of around 600pc in the smuggling of certain kinds of goods in the last one year, which were placed under the imposition of regulatory duties. Before the imposition of duties, these goods were
largely imported through official channels. Experts had predicted that after
the imposition of regulatory duties, the imported items, specially the food
items, would disappear from the shelves of retail outlets, hurting the retail
businesses. But this has not happened.
Ironically, the imposition of regulatory duties has not made the desired effect. While the FBR has not made big gains by imposing regulatory duties
on imported items, the black money has found smuggling as a lucrative channel to have its way. It is a well-known fact that there are three parallel
economies operating in Pakistan: the documented economy, the grey economy (legal business but undocumented) and black money (illegal business
and undocumented).
The phenomenon is not unknown in other countries. But elsewhere, the
percentage of grey and black economies is much smaller as compared to
the documented economy. Further, in developed economies, the businesses
under documented economy offer attractive returns, leaving little incentives
for undocumented businesses to thrive.
By contrast, in Pakistan, the size of grey-black economy is much bigger
than the documented economy and it also promises a greater margin of profit.
One main reason for the large size of the undocumented economy in Pakistan is that above board businesses are overburdened with too many taxes,
levies and corruption by the so-called regulatory bodies. That is the reason
why in the ease of doing business index, Pakistan has a very low ranking,
even among regional competitors.
No wonder, with the imposition of regulatory duties on imported items,
smuggling became an extremely lucrative business. The Pakistan Tehreeki-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran Khan has primarily focused
on accountability and the documentation of the economy, but it has failed to
provide an enabling environment and incentives for legitimate businesses to
find their way into industry, exports and investments. It resulted in a slowdown
and in some cases the suspension of transactions and businesses in the
documented economy. Meanwhile, the grey economy has thrived.
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The FBR’s drive to curb smuggling by raiding retail outlets is not likely to
succeed. Rather, it will encourage corruption by the bad elements in FBR.
Instead, we should go for better border management which requires massive
human resource reforms, coordinated border management (CBM) strategies
and investment in systems and processes. Here, one can recall a 2015 report
of the FBR, which had revealed that Pakistan was losing a staggering $2.63
billion worth of revenue a year due to ATT-related smuggling of just 11 goods
(high-speed diesel, vehicles, tyres, tea, auto parts, mobile phones, garments,
cigarettes, plastics, television sets and steel sheets), which were making their
way through porous borders, and more alarmingly, through high seas and
containerized cargoes with full support of the state machinery. The 2019 figures could show over $ 4 billion in FBR revenue losses on account of smuggling.
The PTI government's scheme of amnesty did widen the tax net base but
it failed to increase the tax collection volume. Apparently, the middle class
opted to move into the documented economy out of fear of losing moveable
and immovable assets. But many others preferred to stay out of it. The profiling of the other segments indicates that many of them were earlier in regulated businesses, like textile, exports, etc. Discouraged by low or no returns
on investments on account of escalation in cost, absence of ease of doing
business and lack of government incentives, they opted to move into grey
economy areas such as real estate and 'dollarisation' and in the process
made good money which at the moment is parked or invested where exposure is limited. The challenge for the PTI government is to provide a way to
mobilise this lot of big investors.
Yes, we need regulation and we need to curb smuggling. But our methodology is wrong. We should regulate but the taxes should not be too high. It
encourages concealment and smuggling. Smuggling cannot be stopped by
conducting raids on markets. It can be stopped by lowering taxes and making
it easier for people to do business.
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Economics

A faulty roadmap
Muhammad Jahangir

Government spokespersons don’t tire of talking of a
roadmap to increase economic activity and provide relief to the common man. But what is this roadmap, nobody in the higher echelons has as yet fully explained.
According to experts, there is no roadmap as such,
except the International Monetary Fund (IMF) program
which is being implemented currently by the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan. The IMF roadmap has been laid out in its
full details and the government is working on it with full
force. Among the prominent features of the program is
the widely publicized amount of 38.6 billion dollars to
be required from external sources to meet the 39month-long IMF program objectives (including support
from multilaterals and bilaterals as well as roll-over
agreed with friendly countries). Simply put, this means
that the country’s reliance on foreign loans is expected
to register a huge increase during the IMF program period.
Secondly, there has been a quantum jump in the discount rate and
rupee depreciation as part of the IMF conditionalities. This has greatly
raised input costs and thus hit the industry hard. As a result, the largescale manufacturing sector registered negative growth in the year just
ended and there has been no evidence of an upward trend in the coming
months. The auto sector in particular has been hit hard because the import
of parts to manufacture, assemble cars domestically has raised input costs
which, inclusive of taxation measures, have reduced the sale of cars considerably in the country. The demand for used cars has resurfaced and, if
allowed, the possibility of closure of auto manufacturing, assembly plants
would raise unemployment levels considerably. Additionally, taxes on intermediate raw material imports have dampened industrial outputs.
Media reports show that large as well as small and medium enterprises
(including workshops) have been laying off workers. On the other hand,
exports have not responded to the rupee depreciation significantly as a
consequence of the adoption of the market-based exchange rate, which
is a major IMF loan conditionality. As experts have noted, the July decline
in the current account deficit can mainly be attributed to the Saudi 3 billion
dollar oil facility which accounted for around 60 percent of import reduction
in July. This should be a source of concern and underlines the need for
the government to focus on revamping the tax structure.
Surprisingly, budget expenditure has not been curtailed under any head
and while the increase in markup - from 1,987,319 million rupees in the
revised estimates of the last year to 2,891,449 million rupees in the current
year – maybe understandable, yet outlays on all other items have also
risen quite dramatically. Pensions, for example, have risen by 23 percent,
defence by nearly 11 percent, subsidies by 6.4 percent, grants and transfers by 63 percent and so on.
Total current expenditure is budgeted to rise by 33 percent (1.5 trillion
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rupees) which in the event that there are no contingency payments during
the year would imply 115 billion rupees may be used to take account of
slippages in revenue. Federal development expenditure has been raised
from 500 to 701 billion rupees, a raise of 40 percent, with the bulk to be
spent on social infrastructure. However, as we all know, the impact on
growth of an outlay on social as opposed to physical infrastructure is considerably less.
The picture on the revenue side is equally bleak. The Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) is required to generate 5.5 trillion rupees, 34 percent more
than what was achieved in the revised estimates of the year before, which
is not likely to be met as the growth rate has been projected at 2.4 percent.
There are contradictions galore in the economic roadmap. The government claims to facilitate the business community to get loans, but the big
hurdle is the high discount rate. On the other hand, despites promises of
providing relief, the general public, burdened with high inflation, perhaps
the highest in Pakistan’s history, continues to suffer erosion of their income
earned due to the government's continued high reliance on indirect taxes
with private sector employees not being given a pay raise commensurate
to the rate of inflation.
Needless to say, the roadmap of the revival of the economy needs a
revision in many of its parts. Above all, the government needs to reduce
its expenditure, with the objective of balancing its books because the projected tax collection exercise has been rendered impossible because of
the fiscal slippages suffered in fiscal 2019 that forms the basis for targets
agreed with the IMF for fiscal 2020 - the first year of the IMF program.
The conclusion is that we need to try some out-of-the box solutions for
reducing expenditure for achieving the primary deficit target agreed with
the IMF under the program without further burdening the common man
with new taxes or increase in the rates of existing taxes.
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Education

2.6m children still
out of school
Rasheed Ali
It seems Prime Minister Imran Khan’s party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
currently in power in the Centre as well as two provinces, has taken a U-turn
on it education manifesto also. Despite being in the driving seat for almost six
years in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, it has failed to reconstruct hundreds of school
buildings, destroyed by a massive earthquake in October 2005, and then devastating floods in 2010.
In every other speech, the premier stresses the importance of education
by quoting examples from Islamic history and sayings of the Holy Prophet
(peace be upon him), his party badly failed to implement its education policy
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in its first tenure in power (2013-2018) in the province.
The party, in its policy statement on education, given at its official website,
pledges to: build the largest public-private partnership for education access
in the developing world through vouchers for low-fee private schools and access to credit for educated youth to teach students in their communities; create
an Education Fund for young entrepreneurs to develop technology and communication-enabled solutions to provide access to education in remote areas;
establish minimum standards for all public schools to ensure provision of facilities and a child-friendly learning environment; launch a nationwide literacy
programme to engage 50,000 youth volunteers to teach literacy in exchange
for university credits and many more.
However, party leadership’s seriousness towards the most important sector is also evident from the fact that it failed to update the party manifesto for
the 2018 elections. The current policy on education was, in fact, pasted on
the party website before the 2013 elections, and no updated version, or any
five-year progress report, was shared ahead of the 2018 elections. Some of
hollow slogans were exposed by Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Assembly’s Standing
Committee on Elementary and Secondary Education Chairman Taj Muhammad Khan in the start of the current year.
Quoting from the official figures, he told Cutting Edge by telephone that
some 2.6 million children were still out of school in the province. He regretted
that despite the passage of almost 14 years after the October 2005 earthquake, the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA)
had not constructed damaged schools in the affected districts. He said students were still forced to take classes under the open sky in Mansehra and
Battagram and other districts. He said over 100 schools were still without buildings in the two districts of Hazara division, and most of children had either
abandoned education or were forced to get education in expensive private
schools. Over half a million students are enrolled in the two districts.
Like other provinces of the country, girls in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa also suffer
as far as access to educational institutions and an enabling environment are
concerned. In its second consecutive term, the PTI government has failed to
ensure school education for all girls in the province. According to a report, recently released by the Education Department, education is still a challenge at
the primary level with around 114 ghost or non-functional schools in the
province. The staff at these non-functioning schools continue to draw salaries.
Another report, prepared by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Education Department following the merger of FATA districts into the province, paints very bleak
picture. The report states that about 40pc of children remain absent from
schools and out of over 500,000 enrolled students, nearly 200,000 were found
absent. Many of the students never attended school at all.
According to the report, Frontier Region Lakki had the highest number of
absent children with 70pc not attending schools. The former Frontier Regions
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of Bannu and Tank followed with 60pc and 59pc absenteeism, respectively.
The situation is not much better in the other former tribal districts and regions.
What makes matters even more discouraging are reports that suggest the
data may be painting a more positive picture than is actually the case. According to newspaper accounts, visits to schools were not surprise visits, as
laid down in the regulations regarding protocol. The main reason for it appeared to be the fact that monitors were not aware of school locations and
they needed local officials to guide them to schools. Therefore, it was not illogical to assume that the rate of attendance could be even lower on other
days.
The Education Department report says that the data put together by FATA
authorities officially showed that the literacy rate in the now merged districts
is below 20pc in some cases and, in certain areas, it fell to below one per cent
for girls. Despite the official information, very little appears to have been done
by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf provincial government or the federal government authorities over the years to improve the conditions.
Education campaigner Mosharraf Zaidi believes that the poor condition of
government schools, a high rate of absenteeism among teachers and lack of
motivation amongst pupils have all contributed to what is an educational crisis
in tribal districts. Talking to Cutting Edge by telephone, he said that currently
no other part of the world had a literacy rate of below one percent for its
women. Following the merger, drastic measures are needed to bring the former tribal districts and regions on a par with the rest of the province.
The educationist said that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had a literacy rate of 53pc
with only the Punjab placed higher on the list with 59pc. Overall, Pakistan’s
literacy rate is 58pc. This means a great deal of work was required by Imran
Khan’s party to promote enrolment, attendance and quality education in the
newly merged districts. The KP government and its education department will
need to devise a strategy which could work effectively after consulting all
stakeholders, suggests Mr. Zaidi.
Ziaullah Bangash, advisor to the chief minister on elementary and secondary education (E&SE), admits the provincial government is facing problems in implementing its education policy. In a telephonic talk with Cutting
Edge, he says the government has assigned its local MPAs and councillors
to convince the population in Kohistan districts to send their daughters to
schools. He says in three districts of Kohistan, there are only two high schools
for girls: one in Dassu, the headquarters of the upper Kohistan district, and
another in Batera.
However, he claims, the PTI-led coalition government in the last five years
placed education on top of its priority list. The last KP government spent Rs.
9.86 billion in the fiscal year 2014-15, followed by an allocation of Rs. 13.54
billion in 2015-16, Rs. 19.81 billion in 2016-2017 and Rs. 29.8 billion in 20172018, for the provision of some 10,000 basic facilities at 24,336 of 27,524
schools in the settled areas of the province, he shares details of budgetary allocations of five years with Cutting Edge. “The increasing allocations loudly
speak for themselves how much importance the PTI government gave to the
sector during that period,” he says proudly.
The minister says that the government initiatives and more allocations for
the sector had helped build parents confidence and trust in the government
schools. This, he added, was the main reason why parents had decided to
pull around 150,000 children from private schools and move them to government schools.
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Crisis

Human rights violations
in occupied Kashmir
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

According to the United Nations (UN), human rights is a cross-cutting
theme in all its policies and programmes in the key areas of peace and security, development, humanitarian assistance and economic and social affairs under a series of international human rights treaties and other
instruments adopted since 1945. They have expanded the body of international human rights law, including the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crimes of Genocide (1948), the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965), among
others.
Internationally, protests are increasing day by day to express solidarity
with the people of Indian Occupied Jammu & Kashmir. Restrictions on
movement and assembly have been imposed. Educational institutions are
closed. Mobile and Internet services are suspended. There is severe shortage of food, medicines and other basic necessities. There is a worst curfew
in Kashmir for more than a month. International media and the community
with its sane voices are raising their concern about the deplorable news
being received from Kashmir. Worldwide protests continue against the constitutional blitzkrieg of the special status of Kashmir. By all counts, the
Kashmir Freedom March rally on September 3 was bigger than the massive protest on August 15, when nearly 15,000 had gathered outside the
Indian High Commission after Narendra Modi’s government revoked the
Article 370.
US Senator Bernie Sanders, a Democrat candidate for Presidential
election, said that he was also deeply concerned about the situation in
Kashmir where the Indian government has revoked autonomy, cracked
down on dissent and instituted a communications blackout. The crackdown
in the name of security is also denying the Kashmiri people access to medical care. Even many doctors in India have acknowledged that the Indian
government-imposed restrictions on travel were threatening the life-saving
care that patients need.
Jeremy Corbyn, the leader of the UK Labour Party, said that the situation in Kashmir was deeply disturbing. “Human rights abuses taking place
are unacceptable. The rights of the Kashmiri people must be respected
and UN resolutions implemented,” he said. British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said that Britain had asked the Indian government to respect
international standards of human rights, respect rights of Kashmiris and
end the lockdown of occupied Kashmir, which has now entered the second
month. Dominic Raab expressed alarm at the worsening human rights situation in occupied Kashmir as a result of the draconian clampdown on
Kashmiris.
Leading Indian newspaper, the Indian Express, says the Kashmir problem is becoming a bigger headache for India due to increasing reports of
violence by the Indian military in the territory. In an opinion piece, the paper
notes that incidents of torture and violence taking place in Kashmir are a
terrible mistake on the part of Indian authorities. It says Prime Minister
Narendra Modi must know that in the presence of a violent military crackdown, there is absolutely no chance of winning the peace. The paper says
the arrest of a doctor in Srinagar for drawing attention to the collapse of
healthcare facilities there, refutes the claims by Indian authorities that there
has not been a single death since the military clampdown. Indian journalist
Nirupama Subramanian said that the government would eventually tire out
the people, but if there ever was a plan to win them over, it has become
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much more difficult now, if not impossible than it was before August 5.
The BBC, Aljazeera and other international media are severely critical
of the Indian oppressive and claustrophobic behaviour for the people of
Kashmir. Two recent UN reports on Kashmir call for a probe into human
rights violations. Moreover, the Genocide Watch calls upon the UN to warn
India not to commit genocide. The Human Rights Watch reported that
50,000 people had been killed in Kashmir from 1989 to 2006. The Kashmir
State Human Rights Commission has evidence of 2,730 bodies buried in
40 mass graves. The commission reported over 8,000 disappearances.
The Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society said that by 2016, there
were over 70,000 killings, most by the Indian forces. Amnesty International
reports that disappearances, torture and rape by the Indian army units
against Kashmiri Muslims are common.
The UN report asked India to investigate reports that more than 100
protesters were killed in the five-month-long street protests following
Burhan Wani's killing in 2016, triggering a new wave of popular anger
against the Indian rule. The UN report says the heightened tensions in
Kashmir following the February suicide bombing continues to have a severe effect on the human rights of civilians, including the right to life.
It says authorities in India-administered Kashmir "continue to use various forms of arbitrary detention to target protesters, political dissidents and
other civil society actors".
The second report by the UN on Jammu and Kashmir once again affirms massive human rights violations perpetrated by India. India was the
first party among the two to go to the UN in 1948 for international meditation. One of the most important resolutions was Resolution 47 that added
a provision to facilitate a “free and impartial plebiscite” which is yet to be
conducted.
According to a report, official government figures list 17 people killed
by pellet injuries between July 2016 and August 2017. Subjecting Kashmiris to violence on the pretext that terrorism is being unleashed in the
garb of freedom struggle is just not acceptable. Two million Muslims in
Assam have been stripped of Indian citizenship and more than eight million
Kashmiris are under siege. The situation between India and Pakistan has
reached the boiling point and people of Kashmir are stuck in the middle.
The world should intervene and try to reduce tension between the two
countries. It should also facilitate dialogue between the communities in
Kashmir and also between India and Pakistan.
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Apathy

Kashmir: why this lukewarm
world response?
M. Fazal Elahi
Pakistan took the burning Kashmir issue to the UN Security Council (UNSC).
It took a decision to take up the conflict for debate in a closed-door session,
for the first time in the last 50 years, which was very encouraging. It wouldn’t
be inappropriate to say that it was a significant triumph for Pakistan, and a serious discomfiture for India which tried its level best and put all its resources
into play to stop the meeting from taking place.
As reported in the national and international media, the UNSC said Kashmir was a global dispute and emphasized that it would be addressed in line
with the UN Charter and UN Security Council (UNSC) resolutions in a peaceful
manner. The statement lucidly said that Kashmir was not an internal matter
of India. It, in fact, was a matter of world peace and security which had come
under discussion within the UN ambit after 1965. The UN Secretary General’s
statement wherein he expressed grave concern over the situation in occupied
Kashmir is of immense importance in this context. The Secretary General, as
reported, also invited reference to the Simla treaty arrived at between Pakistan
and India. He, it is said, also made a reference to the presence of the UN observers in the disputed territory for long, who have been consistently reporting
LoC violations.
Despite it, the fact remains that, except China, major countries of the world
resorted to usual diplomatic parlance vis-à-vis the prevalent horrendous situation in Indian occupied Kashmir (IoK). China, because of its longstanding
and venerable relations with Pakistan and traditionally abysmal relations with
ever-belligerent India came out vociferously on the issue and strongly supported Pakistan’s stand on Kashmir. China outspokenly said that India should
avoid “unilateral actions” in Jammu and Kashmir to avoid escalation of tension
in the region. Expressing its indignation, China also lucidly said New Delhi’s
decision to restructure Ladakh, a union territory, is “unacceptable.”
In view of the situation, it wouldn’t be inappropriate to conclude that global
reaction to the somber Kashmir situation has largely been non-critical of India.
In this context, the response of the Islamic world merits particular mention. To
appreciate why has the response of the Islamic countries towards the Kashmir
imbroglio been so lukewarm, we would need to examine the reasons behind
it. Primarily, strong economic ties of the Arab and other Islamic countries of
the world with India is what compelled them to abstain from supporting Pakistan’s stand on the rapidly degenerating Kashmir situation.
According a research report recently published in a leading English language daily of the country, the volume of trade between India and the Muslim
countries is about $100 billion. If that is true, one shouldn’t be flabbergasted
at all if the response of the Arab countries, which reportedly accommodate
some seven million Indian workers, has not been as vociferous on the Kashmir
issue as it should have been. Contrary to India’s strong economic bond with
the Islamic world, Pakistan’s total bilateral trade with the Islamic countries is
considerably less. As reported, Pakistan’s total bilateral trade with the Islamic
countries between 2007 and 2009 had amounted to $44.262 billion, and has
not grown much since then.
Turkey’s trade volume with India rests at around $7 billion. On the contrary,
Pakistan’s total bilateral trade with Turkey was barely $596.08 million for the
year 2017. The bilateral trade between India and Saudi Arabia has been far
greater. It is said that the Indo-Saudi bilateral trade shot up to US $27.48 billion
in financial year 2017–18, from US $25.1 billion in the previous year. On the
other hand, the two-way trade volume between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia is
just US$ 3.6 billion, a vast difference indeed.
Pakistan’s total bilateral trade with Malaysia was just over $1.27 billion in
2017, while India’s bilateral trade with it was appreciably large. How good is
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Pakistan’s trade relations with neigbouring Iran can be gauged from the report
of the Financial Tribune (FT) published on August 26, 2019. According to the
report trade between Pakistan and Iran is at the lowest ebb, as Pakistan’s exports alarmingly plunged to $318 million in 2015-16 from $1.32 billion in 200809. Pakistan’s imports from Iran stand at about $280 million, according a
senior Pakistani official at Economic Affairs Division. On the contrary, Iran,
which is the immediate neighboring country, has the trade volume of $18 billion
with India even in the presence of US sanctions.
What makes things more disappointing for Pakistan is that the Gulf countries such as Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman did not appear to have issued
any statements on the crisis. The United Arab Emirates (UAE), in fact, went
a step further by ostensibly siding with India, terming India’s ruling to downgrade the special status of Indian occupied Kashmir (IOK) as its internal matter. The UAE’s feeble response to the Kashmir catastrophe is not without
reason. It is an established fact that the Gulf Arab states are home to more
than seven million Indian expats. They contribute significantly towards the
growth of the region’s economy and keep its cities swarming with all categories
of workers like doctors, engineers, educators, construction workers and a variety of other laborers. Nowhere in the region is this relationship more conspicuous than in the UAE. More importantly, the UAE’s trade relationship with
India is also a notable factor that compelled the member Islamic countries to
refrain from taking a bold stance and go all out to support Pakistan. According
to information published in the media, bilateral trade between India and the
UAE surpassed $50 billion in 2018, thus making India the second largest trade
partner of the country.
Having taken stock of the response of the United Nations and the countries
representing the Islamic world, the question that arises is: What should Pakistan then do to effectively deal with the ghastly Kashmir conundrum and win
unrivalled support of the international community, including countries belonging to the Islamic world, for resolution of the Kashmir problem forthwith?
Pakistan must launch a very strong and sustained diplomatic offensive to
convince the international community, international human rights organizations, and its friends in the Islamic world that the Kashmir issue has grown out
of proportion. India is ruthlessly killing innocent men, women and children in
the occupied valley. It is planning to annihilate the people of occupied Kashmir
to attain its ulterior motives. The people of occupied Kashmir are being held
incommunicado in total defiance of international law and rights to freedom of
speech and communication. The civilized world in general and the powers
that be in particular must be made to realize that time is running out fast visà-vis the Kashmir imbroglio. They must be made to appreciate that this grave
problem has every potential to acquire devastating dimensions, if not dealt
with on a war-footing.
The two nuclear powers, India and Pakistan, are now on a confrontational
mode, which is extremely dangerous. The recent dastardly statement of Indian
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh that India's policy on using nuclear weapons
may change in future, depending on circumstances, and that India’s 'No First
Use' nuclear policy may not hold for long is highly irresponsible and makes
the situation more vulnerable to a catastrophic nuclear war between the two
nuclear powers of the region. The government of Pakistan has termed the
statement of Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh a grave threat to world
peace. It has cautioned the world community about the magnitude of the impending threat and urged it to take immediate cognizance of the serious state
of affairs vis-à-vis Kashmir. How seriously and responsibly the world reacts to
Pakistan’s concerns remains to be seen in the days and weeks to come.
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Viewpoint

It’s not cricket,
dear boy!
Fakir S. Ayazuddin

When Imran Khan won the election and took oath of office as Prime Minister of Pakistan, he entered a different world, to be surrounded by the
most corrupt, catcalling and ball-scratching crude louts.
These low-life purveyors of corruption have brought Pakistan to its lowest level of exports and industrial output in our history. If we are poised on
the brink of a catastrophic economic meltdown, it is the politicians that are
to be blamed. Most of them have been jailed for corruption and are facing
further sentencing. All this has been done by Imran’s government showing
leniency, even allowing the criminals to enjoy air-conditioners in their jail
cells, something unheard of in the world but stated by Imran Khan himself
in his White House meeting with the President of US, Donald Trump.
A jail is not a spa or leisure resort. No torture has so far been inflicted
on any of these prisoners. That also is the reason this leniency has allowed
these politicians to slow down the recovery of the plundered loot. They are
convinced that Imran Khan is a soft touch and does not have the stomach
to impose harsh measures to make their lives uncomfortable, so that they
could obey and comply with the laws and return all the looted wealth.
Mr. Prime Minister, this is not a game of cricket. The players are the
most ruthless criminals of this country. They are battled-hardened criminals
who have risen to the top of their profession by being more corrupt and
have broken more laws on their way up. A case in point is the former Law
Minister of the Punjab, Rana Sanaullah, who is on trial for possessing 19
kilograms of heroin. It was recovered from his briefcase lying in his car in
which he was travelling with his wife and children.
Rana Sanaullah has reportedly confessed to it and other similar crimes.
When a law minister of the most powerful province of Pakistan can confess
to possession of such a huge quantity of the most dangerous contraband
which would assure him of a death penalty in many countries of the world,
it would indicate the level of criminality that pervades the higher echelons
of Pakistani politicians.
Mr. Prime Minister, these are not players from the Eton Harrow 11 but
criminals at their most dangerous. Mr. Prime Minister, you did not win an
election to put these law breakers into a holiday camp. Your electoral promise was “to bring these criminals to justice and return the looted money”.
They have broken the laws of Pakistan and the punishment has to be exemplary. There is no need to pontificate and to worry about the finer points
of law. They deserve the harshest punishments on the books. Otherwise,
Mr. Prime Minister, if these people are allowed any leniency then you will
run the risk of being branded an abettor.
Rising prices of all commodities make life more miserable by the day.
The promise of a brighter future is getting more repetitive and sounds like
any other politician from the PPP or PML-N. The difference between them
and Imran Khan is that he is honest and they were corrupt to the core. The
faithful will keep waiting for the bounty to tickle down to them. Those of
less faith will be griping about their predicament and their cries will get

September 16-30, 2019

louder. These cries have been known to bring down governments and will
do in the future. Imran must beware of the power of unhappiness in the
people.
Reducing fuel prices is a step in the right direction. The question arises,
as to who advise the PM to raise the prices three times in the last 11
months? Surely, this smacks of sabotage within the circle of the PM. As
the government of Imran Khan was burdened by many shortfalls and the
raising of fuel prices was all together unnecessary as it was a drop in the
ocean in the overall deficit and should have been ignored. To have thus
raised the fuel prices by a shackled Imran was a clear sabotage aimed at
the PM. The sad part is that there was nobody in Imran’s immediate circle
to guard him against such moves. The PM should have realized that these
increases would have a negative impact on his governance and more of
the same could lead to wide spread anger at Imran, who is already surrounded by enemies within the assemblies and the media.
Mr. Prime Minister, you started your campaign as a hawk, and we followed. To see you flounder as a dove is heartbreaking to your supporters.
This must not happen.
This dovish behavior will send a message of weakness across the border to super hawk Modi who revels in killing unarmed Muslims and blinding
little Muslim children whose horrific photographs are streaming across the
Internet. The world is sitting up but not horrified enough to take concerted
action against the new Hitler in the making.
It is not surprising that is his ally in butchery, Netanyahu is fighting an
election in Israel and will win on the body count so warped is the conscience of the world today.
Mr. Prime Minister, we would not wish you to be a Modi or Netanyahu,
but we would insist that the Sharifs and Zardaris feel the pain that is their
due, being a fraction of what they have put the country through.
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History

Indian threats
Sajjad Shaukat

Pakistan is facing multiple threats of grave nature externally. It is facing
aggressive Indian designs after extremist Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government has ended the special status of Jummu and Kashmir.
Indian forces continue a lockdown and curfew in Kashmir and also have
martyred many innocent people protesting against illegal actions. The
situation could worsen if India continues with its hegemonic designs.
Pakistan’s forces, especially, Pak Army and Rangers, have been responding to India’s unprovoked firing at the Line of Control (LoC) boldly
inside Pakistani side of Kashmir. Tensions further increased on August
16 when Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh threatened Pakistan
with nuclear war. In response, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan
also gave a befitting reply.
On August 7, unity was witnessed by the ruling party, the PI, opposition parties, the PPP and the PML-N, and religious parties when a joint
session of the parliament unanimously passed a resolution in condemnation of India’s unilateral and illegal move to scrap Kashmir’s special
status, as enshrined in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions and deployment of additional troops and atrocities in Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir. Earlier, addressing the joint session of the
parliament, Prime Minister Imran Khan said: “India’s decision to end the
special status of occupied Kashmir will have repercussions globally. This
may lead to incidents like Pulwama (attack), for which India will blame
Pakistan. This will lead to problems in Azad Kashmir. If they attack us,
we will retaliate. Where is the end to this? All parties will lose that war.
A conventional war between two nuclear armed nations will have global
consequences”.
The two neighbouring countries have already fought three wars on
the Kashmir issue, while the possibility of the fourth war cannot be ruled
out in the wake of war-hysteria created by Indian Premier Modi. Military
thinkers agree that although the physical force will determine the type
and scale of war, yet it is the ‘will to fight’ or ‘moral force’ that determines
the outcome of a war. Clausewitz puts it this way, “One might say that
the physical force seems little more than the wooden hilt, while moral
factors are the precious metal, the real weapon.”
In his book, “Fighting Power: German and U.S. Army Performance,
1939-1945”, Creveld identifies the elements of ‘moral force’, whom he
calls “fighting power, the willingness to fight and the readiness, if necessary, to die”. The greater the elements, the less vulnerable an armed
force will be to demoralization. ‘Moral force’, then, is the crucial factor
in determining the combat power of any belligerent.
During the 1965 war, elements like the will to fight and moral force
were more found in the personnel of Pakistan’s armed forces than those
of India. When, on September 6, 1965, India started the war, and its
forces crossed the international border on the western front in Lahore,
Pakistan’s armed forces quickly responded. An Indian regiment had also
crossed the BRB canal and captured the town of Batapur. The same
day, a counteroffensive by Pakistanis soldiers, consisting of an armoured division and infantry division, forced the Indian 15th Division to
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withdraw to its starting point. In this context, the credit goes to the all
men of Pak Army, who were deployed in the Lahore areas of Wahgah,
Burki etc. Without bothering for their lives, they fought bravely. Among
them, Major Raja Aziz Bhatti played a huge role in the outcome of the
Lahore battle and was martyred.
In case of Sialkot, several soldiers of the Pak Army sacrificed their
lives to stop advancement of Indian tanks. The 1965 war witnessed
some of the largest tank battles since World War II, and was fought at
Chawinda in Sialkot sector. The Battle of Chawinda resulted into victory
of Pakistan whose armoured forces destroyed 120 tanks of India.
The Pakistan Air Force (PAF) emerged victorious in the I965 war
against the Indian Air Force (IAF). At the cost of their personal safety,
the personnel of PAF defeated India. During the war, the PAF had destroyed 100 Indian aircraft on ground and in the air, while damaged more
than 10—not counting the undermined losses inflicted by PAF’s night
bombing. In this respect, Squadron Leader M. M. Alam set new records
in history of air warfare by defending Pakistan’s airspace, and shot down
five Indian aircraft in less than sixty seconds at Sargodha.
The role of the Pakistan Navy in the Indo-Pak war of 1965 was also
appreciable. Securing Pakistan’s coasts, it played a vital role in defeating
India. The Operation Dawarka was launched by Pakistan on September
7. Indian town of Dwarka was chosen to be a target of the attack. The
Pakistani operation was successful and its warships harboured in Bombay, making the Indian Navy unable to sortie. In this context, Ghazi, the
only submarine successfully attacked heavy ships of the Indian Navy.
In fact, it was due to the ‘moral force’ that despite Indian surprise invasion in 1965 and the qualitative and numerical superiority over Pakistan, while showing courage, and by sacrificing their lives, the Pakistani
forces not only recaptured the territories from India, but also took Khem
Karan from the Indian forces, including various regions of Rajasthan,
Sindh, and Chumb in Kashmir. The Indian defeat was owing to demoralization of its soldiers.
As regards internal challenges, by imbibing the same spirit of the
1965 war, Pakistan’s armed forces, during the successful military operations, Zarb-e-Azb, Radd-ul-Fasaad and Operation Khyber 4 have killed
many terrorists through ground offensive and many of them surrendered. In street fighting, without bothering for their lives, and by air-dropping commandos at the risky places, our forces made a great headway
in disrupting the militant’s supply routes and links.
Pakistan’s armed forces and intelligence agency ISI have successfully broken the backbone of the foreign-backed terrorists. Peace has
been restored in Balochistan and Karachi, including other vulnerable
regions. At this crucial time, Pakistan is facing crises and challenges
like corruption, soaring prices, unemployment, crimes, lack of health
facilities, and dependence upon the US-led developed countries, IMF
and World Bank for financial aid. Our politicians and political parties
must work hard to make Pakistan a self-reliant and respected country
of the world.
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Conflict

India's aggression is
fuelling Kashmiri resistance
Ruwa Shah

On June 11, 2010, I came face to face with the sad and violent reality of my
homeland, Kashmir, for the first time in my life. I was leaving my tuition centre
in the downtown area of the capital Srinagar when I heard shots. Within minutes panic took over the street and hundreds of students started running in all
directions to find cover.
As I looked for somewhere to hide, I saw the body of a young man lying
motionless on the ground. He was covered in blood and his eyes were firmly
shut. I knew he was dead. Later, I learned that the body belonged to Tufail
Mattoo, a 10th-grade private school student from Srinagar. He had been killed
by a tear gas canister fired at close range by Indian soldiers. The troubles had
started in May when the Indian police killed three unarmed villagers near the
Line of Control, claiming that they were "terrorists" who had sneaked in from
Pakistan. Kashmiris took to the streets to voice their anger, and the police responded with even more unlawful violence. Within a matter of months, they
killed over 100 people, many were young students.
Like millions of other Kashmiris, I spent the summer of 2010 trapped inside
my house with my family. There was a curfew; anyone who dared break it to
protest faced the risk of being injured or killed in the street. At the end of the
summer, the curfew was lifted and the Indian government and its news channels told us that "peace" had returned to the valley. Our lives were supposedly
"normal" again.
But life was not back to normal for me. Something had changed fundamentally. Tufail's murder was my first tangible experience of the violence of
Kashmir's conflict. I was, of course, aware that since my childhood we had
never really lived a "normal" life, but this was the first time that I witnessed
bloodshed first-hand. This was the first time that I realised the kind of threat I
was facing as a young person in Kashmir.
This is exactly when I, a child, started to question the Indian State's behaviour and, in fact, its security presence in Kashmir. I finally had an answer
to the question I had been asking myself: Why do we want azaadi (freedom)?
And I was not the only one who came face to face with the reality of Kashmir
in 2010. An entire generation witnessed India's brutality, which sowed the
seeds of rejection and resistance. One summer evening that year, a group of
Indian officers beat and humiliated three Kashmiri teenagers for no reason
other than entertainment. After the incident, one of the boys vowed revenge.
A few weeks later, the 15-year-old left his home and joined an armed rebel
group. His name was Burhan Wani. Some six years later, in 2016, Indian security forces killed Burhan. By then, he had become a popular rebel commander and one of the most recognised faces of the Kashmiri armed struggle.
Wani's death triggered widespread demonstrations across the valley for five
months, during which more than 100 protesters were shot dead by Indian
forces. In the aftermath, I talked to my grandfather, All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, at his home, where he has
been under house arrest since 2010. "India is responsible for the creation of
Burhan and all the other youngsters who choose to pick up guns as a mean
of resistance against India," he told me.
Burhan was not the only young boy to join the ranks of the militant groups
in Kashmir in 2010. Scores of others, mostly from south Kashmir, did the same
thing. India's brutality and oppression had encouraged them to do so. And
when Burhan himself was killed, this encouraged a new generation of Kashmiris to take up arms against their oppressors. Meanwhile, the Indian govern-
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ment also launched a campaign to suppress the leaders of peaceful protests.
My father, Altaf Ahmad Shah, a pro-freedom APHC leader, was arrested in
2017, along with a number of other Kashmiri leaders. This was despite their
public rejection of militancy.
"This is not what we should be doing. It is like committing suicide," my father would tell me whenever the complex issue of armed resistance came up
in conversation during my childhood. When I asked him what other options
the people of Kashmir have to resist the occupation, he would say, "We have
to fight peacefully. We have to raise our voice in whatever way possible." My
father was charged with sedition and "conspiring to create a war against India"
and was taken to the Tihar Jail in New Delhi, where he remains till today.
To anyone following the systematic oppression of Kashmir, it was clear
that these arrests were yet another attempt by the Indian government to crush
the voices that guide Kashmir's struggle for freedom. Today, I view these arrests as the first step in India's long-term plan to abrogate Kashmir's autonomy. The Indian authorities did so in order to subdue any peaceful resistance
before it even started.
In August, the Indian state unleashed its brutality on the people of Kashmir
yet again. Living abroad now, I had to watch in pain how my people disappeared from the face of the earth. It's been more than a month now that Kashmir has been under a full media and communications blackout as the ruthless
crackdown continues. It has been 40 days since I have spoken to my mother.
I have news from neighbours who flew to New Delhi from Kashmir and informed me that "everyone at home is fine" and sent me recorded video of my
mother, in which she asked me to stay strong.
All this violence and the decision to deny Kashmiris their right to self-govern will have an unexpected side effect: They will make separatism even more
mainstream in Kashmir. Over the years, India had significant support from
local Kashmiri political parties such as the National Conference (NC) and the
People's Democratic Party. But today, even those who once swore by the Indian constitution are behind bars or under house arrest. Not that those parties
ever truly represented Kashmiri people or their sentiments, but at least India
had some people they could have dialogue with.
Now, by going after all Kashmiri leaders - including the ones who wanted
to work with India - the New Delhi government killed any chances it had to
have a constructive dialogue with Kashmiris. I have young Kashmiri friends
who once considered themselves Indian at heart. Now, they appear to have
changed their minds. A friend who once posted a picture with NC head Farooq
Abdullah on her social media calling him the "best leader of Kashmir", now
says that she holds all mainstream leaders of Kashmir responsible for what
happened on August 5. "All of them have sold out and we have nothing left to
do," she told me. Year after year, India is making sure that the new generations
of Kashmiris witness and experience the brutality of the occupation firsthand
and, by doing so, it is creating new waves of resistance among Kashmiri youth.
They will probably never agree to negotiate with India on anything less than
freedom. Since the events of 2010, every year we have read headlines like,
"Kashmir to witness another violent year" or "Kashmir on the boil again" or
"Kashmir may face turmoil again".
This year, too, an uprising is expected. However many troops the Indian
government sends in response, it will not be able to quash Kashmiri resistance. No Kashmiri would ever accept what it did on August 5.
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Your View
Selective enforcement

Arab-India ties
Economics maybe the basic cause of strong Arab-India ties, but historically the Arabs have always had a soft corner for India. Our mandarins in Islamabad have always chosen to overlook the fact. Pakistan
has always maintained a distance from Israel because of the Palestinian issue despite Tel Aviv’s numerous overtures while Arab countries
maintained a close relationship with India. No Arab country, particularly the oil-rich ones, ever used their economic clout to persuade
India to solve the Kashmir issue. Millions of Indians work in Arab
countries, and India buys oil from them. The Arabs could have used
this leverage for an amicable solution to the Kashmir issue. These
days the UAE seems infatuated with India and Israel, and is going out
of its way to show its fascination. For the Hindus of India, the UAE is

The UN Security Council has always been selective or helpless in the
implementation of its decisions. The UNSC has failed to enforce its resolutions on the oldest dispute on its agenda — granting the right of selfdetermination to the Muslim population of Indian occupied Kashmir. It
has also failed to get Israel to vacate all Arab and Palestinian territories
it occupied during the 1967 war. On the other hand, the UNSC has
been successful in enforcing its resolutions on East Timor and South
Sudan. The UNSC is successful if a superpower and a group of powerful countries want to punish a country. It is quite disturbing to note that
in any case, where the UNSC implements or fails to implement its resolutions, a Muslim country has always been the victim be it Pakistan,
Iraq, Iran, Libya, Syria, Indonesia, East Timor or Sudan.
Abid Mahmud Ansari

building the world’s largest temple and has honoured the Indian prime

Islamabad

minister with its highest civilian award. However, with Israel, the UAE
has no formal or diplomatic relations. Then how is it that an Israeli
minister was invited to Abu Dhabi last year to a sports event and the
Israeli anthem played on her arrival? That is not all. The Israeli minis-

Undue honours for Modi

ter was accorded a warm welcome and taken on a tour of the Sheikh

Bestowing the highest civilian award upon Modi by the UAE shows

Zayed Masjid. Saudi Arabia and the UAE have boycotted Qatar on the

indifference of oil-rich countries to the Kashmir issue. It also ex-

allegations that it supports terrorism. Then by what logic have the “two
brotherly countries” dished out their respective highest civil awards to
Narendra Modi, a confirmed killer of Muslims.
Ahmad Mir
Sialkot

poses the disharmony among Muslim states on one of the most serious humanitarian problems faced by the Ummah. Given the
economic priorities of the Gulf counties, the role of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation also remains ineffective to resolve the longstanding dispute. Pakistan needs to make some extraordinary efforts to garner international support for the Kashmir cause.

Teaching methods

Kamran Akhtar Siddiqui
Sukkur

The number of out-of-school children in Pakistan is 22.84 million. The
number is appalling and needs an education emergency to confront and
solve the grave issue on an urgent basis. However, the present government, like its predecessors, is harping about uniformity of education.
The rhetoric remains unchanged. To meet this challenge, improvement
in the basic infrastructure of schools is not enough. More emphasis is
required in the revision of the curriculum. A serious effort to align the
curriculum with international education standards was made by the federal ministry of education during 2005 and 2008. Education experts revised the curriculum of core subjects from grade 1 to 12. The
implementation was stopped after the 18th Amendment, subsequent to
which education became a provincial subject. The root cause of millions
of out-of-school children is economic. A large number of domestic workers, factory laborers and informally-employed daily wagers fail to send

BISEP affairs
I recently visited the Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education,
Peshawar, to get some of my documents verified. I was disappointed to
see that nothing has changed since my last visit six years ago. There
were the same squalid conditions at the board office. There was no coordination among the officials, while I saw long queues for fee deposition
and form collection. I wonder why the process has not changed over the
years. The fee deposition and form verification can be done online by
digitising the whole process. Why does a student have to come and
spend two hours for simple document verification?I called the vehicle licence department for the renewal of my licence. I was asked to person-

their children to schools owing to abject poverty. For them as a child

ally visit the office in Mardan because it was initially made there and they

works, s/he earns whereas sending them to school becomes an eco-

did not have my data. When the world is talking about emerging tech-

nomic burden. The state has to initiate comprehensive plans with a

nologies such as artificial intelligence and data science, we cannot get

strong political will to eliminate poverty to discharge its constitutional ob-

simple tasks done by digitising things and make them easy for the pub-

ligation of Article 25A — free and compulsory education for all.

lic. How can we compete with the new emerging world?
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How ancient oceans of magma may
have boosted Earth’s oxygen levels

DNA indicates how ancient migrations
shaped South Asian languages and farming

Maria Temming

Bruce Bower

We may have ancient magma
oceans to thank for Earth’s
breathable air.
Shortly after the planet’s formation about 4.5 billion years ago,
the mantle somehow became
much richer in oxygen than it
was originally. That rock began leaking molecules like carbon dioxide and
water into the oxygen-poor atmosphere — helping to jump-start conditions
suitable for life some 2 billion years before the Great Oxidation Event, when
the amount of molecular oxygen in the atmosphere skyrocketed.
The cause of that chemical transition in the mantle has been a mystery.
Now, new lab experiments suggest that chemical reactions involving iron
in early Earth’s magma oceans tipped the chemical balance of the mantle
in favor of more oxygen-rich compounds, researchers report in the Science. “This is more than a chemical curiosity.… It’s profoundly important
because it really sets the stage for all of Earth’s subsequent evolution,”
says Jonathan Tucker, a geochemist at the Carnegie Institution for Science
in Washington, D.C., who was not involved in the work. “The oxidation
state of the Earth, and planets in general, is a very, very important factor
controlling habitability.”
Early in Earth’s history, the planet was pummeled by planetesimals, which
could have created oceans of molten rock that dipped hundreds of kilometers deep into the mantle. Scientists have suspected that intense pressure
in such magma oceans forced oxygen-containing ferrous iron to split into
two different kinds of iron: one richer in oxygen, called ferric iron, and oxygen-free metal iron. This heavy metallic iron would have sunk into the Earth’s
core, leaving the mantle dominated by more oxygen-rich ferric iron.
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A new DNA study of unprecedented size has unveiled
ancient
human
movements that shaped the
genetic makeup of presentday South Asians in complex
ways. Those long-ago treks
across vast grasslands and
through mountain valleys
may even have determined the types of languages still spoken in a region
that includes what’s now India and Pakistan.
The investigation addresses two controversial issues. First, who brought farming to South Asia? Genetic comparisons indicate that farming was either invented locally by South Asian hunter-gatherers or launched via borrowing of
knowledge from other cultures, rather than brought by Near Eastern farmers
from what’s now Turkey. No DNA signs were found of those farmers, who earlier studies suggested had brought farming to Europe. Second, where did
local languages originate? New DNA evidence supports the idea that mobile
herders from Eurasian steppe grasslands, not Near Eastern farmers, brought
Indo-European languages to South Asia.
Ancient DNA had already suggested that Indo-European speaking Eurasian
herders called the Yamnaya reached parts of early Bronze Age Europe by
around 5,000 years ago. Yamnaya-related ancestry appeared among South
Asians between around 3,900 and 3,500 years ago, an international team reports in the Science. “By the early Bronze Age, human movements were stirring the genetic pot throughout Asia,” says archaeologist Michael Frachetti of
Washington University in St. Louis. He led the massive project along with Harvard Medical School geneticists David Reich and Vagheesh Narasimhan and
archaeologist Ron Pinhasi of the University of Vienna.
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Health

Soda tied to higher risk of early death
Serena Gordon
Whether you call it soda, pop or a soft drink, a new study's findings suggest
it would be better for your health to drink water instead.
The large European study found that people who have more than two sodas
a day -- with or without sugar -- had a higher risk of dying over about 16
years than people who sipped the fizzy beverages less than once a month.
“We found that higher soft drink intake was associated with a greater risk of
death from any cause regardless of whether sugar-sweetened or artificially
sweetened drinks were consumed," said study senior author Neil Murphy.
He's a scientist with the International Agency for Research on Cancer in
Lyon, France. "Our results for sugar-sweetened soft drinks provide further
support to limit consumption and to replace them with healthier beverages,
preferably water," Murphy said.
Sugar-sweetened beverages may lead to weight gain and obesity. They also
may affect the way the hormone insulin is used in the body, which can lead
to inflammation, Murphy noted. All of these things can lead to health conditions that may shorten life. He said more research is needed to understand
how artificially sweetened soda might increase the risk of early death. While
it found an association, the current study does not prove a cause-and-effect
relationship between soda and a higher risk of early death. It's possible that
soda drinkers have other habits that could add to their odds, such as smoking or a less healthy diet.
This study isn't the first to find a connection between soda and bad health

outcomes. Two recent studies -- one from BMJ and the other in Circulation
-- linked drinking soda to cancer and deaths from heart disease. The current
research included more than 451,000 people from 10 European countries.
Their average age was 51. Researchers followed the participants' health for
an average of 16 years. In addition to a higher risk of dying from all causes
for those who drank more than two sodas a day, more sodas were also
linked to some specific causes of death.

Vegetarians may face higher stroke risk
Steven Reinberg
Vegetarianism is all the rage these days, but a new study suggests that slicing
meat from your diet might raise your risk of stroke slightly.
While vegetarians had a 22% lower risk for heart disease, they had a 20%
higher risk for stroke, British researchers found. Meanwhile, people who ate
fish but no other meats (pescatarians) had a 13% lower risk of heart disease,
with no increased stroke risk. "The lower risk of heart disease is likely at least
partly due to lower weight, lower blood pressure, lower blood cholesterol and
lower rates of diabetes linked to pescatarian or vegetarian diets," said lead researcher Tammy Tong, a nutritional epidemiologist in the Nuffield Department
of Population Health at the University of Oxford.
Tong cautioned that this study can't prove that not eating meat reduces the risk
for heart disease or increases the risk for stroke, only that there seems to be a
connection. And the absolute reduction in the risk for heart disease and increased risk for stroke is modest, she said. "When translated into absolute numbers, this was equivalent to 10 fewer cases of heart disease in the vegetarians
than the meat eaters in every 1,000 people eating these diets over 10 years,"
Tong said. As for stroke, three more strokes would be seen among vegetarians
compared with meat eaters over the same time, she said.
Recent evidence suggests that very low cholesterol levels might be linked to a
higher risk of hemorrhagic stroke, Tong noted. Vegetarians and vegans might
also have low levels of some nutrients, such as vitamin B12, which is only naturally available from animal foods, she added. "Some research has suggested
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there may be a link between B12 deficiency and higher stroke risk, but the evidence is not conclusive," Tong said.
Tong also said that only heart disease and stroke were studied, but other
chronic conditions need to be looked at to show the total benefit of a vegetarian diet. Mark Lawrence, a professor of public health nutrition at Deakin
University in Melbourne, Australia, said that dietary guidelines have the best
advice for vegetarians as well as for fish and meat eaters. That's because
they consider dietary associations with multiple health outcomes -- not just
heart disease and stroke, said Lawrence, who co-authored an accompanying journal editorial.
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Joker

Scarborough

Nicholas Barber

Leslie Felperin

Now that Hollywood studios are running out of superheroes to make
films about, they’re turning to supervillains instead, starting with Suicide Squad and Venom, and
moving onto Batman’s smiley-faced
arch enemy, the Joker. Todd Phillips’
revisionist origin story is different from those other entries in the bad-guy
sub-genre, though. Devoid of fist fights and bank robberies, Batcaves and
Batmobiles, Joker is a dark, dingy drama about urban decay, alienation,
and anti-capitalist protests, with a distinctive retro vision and a riveting central performance by Joaquin Phoenix. Whether these differences make it
much better than other supervillain movies, however, is open to question.
The film doesn’t specify when it is set, but its Gotham City is modelled on
the graffiti-sprayed, litter-strewn pre-gentrification New York of Taxi Driver
and Midnight Cowboy. This is the home of Arthur Fleck, played by Phoenix
as a greasy, disturbingly emaciated figure with ribs and vertebrae poking
out at all angles. No male actor has been this skinny since Christian Bale
– yes, Batman himself – starved himself to stick-insect proportions for The
Machinist. Arthur scrapes a living as a party clown, and shares a crummy
flat with his aged mother Penny (Frances Conroy), one of the film’s many
resemblances to Phoenix’s last outing as a damaged killer, You Were
Never Really Here.

Guest of Honour
Xan Brooks
Atom Egoyan and David
Thewlis, two wayward stars of
the 90s, make a valiant effort to
stoke the embers of past glories
in Guest of Honour, an elaborate, time-slipping thriller about
the sins of the past and the
moral quandaries of the present. One is not convinced it amounts to any more than the sum of its
parts, but the parts are intriguing – and some are possessed of real
power. Thewlis plays Jim Davis, a health inspector whose soft-spoken,
unsmiling demeanour is either indicative of intense professionalism or
creeping depression. He’s travelling between the restaurants of Toronto,
identifying a hair in the food here, a rat dropping there, all the while pondering the crimes of his adult daughter Veronica (Laysla De Oliveira),
who has landed in jail. And elsewhere, in one of several parallel timelines,
Veronica is puzzling over her dad, sitting down with a local priest (Luke
Wilson, nodding and frowning) to compose the man’s eulogy. It’s as
though these parties are operating on different frequencies, each cocking
their heads to discern the actions of the other. Jim can’t understand why
his daughter is in jail, why she seems to relish being there and precisely
what crime she thinks she’s being punished for. One shares his confusion. Egoyan’s set-up is so rich and teasing, marbled with portents of disaster, that he has us salivating in anticipation of some outrageous twist
or psychological plunge. It’s all shaping up very nicely. He gives us the
hint of a betrayal; the presence of a sleazy high-school bus driver. Except
that when the big reveal occurs, one is left wondering just why this small
cluster of transgressions have caused so much ruin.
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Even without looking at the credits,
it’s easy to surmise that this was originally a stage play, given the small
ensemble cast, limited use of locations, knowing use of repetition and
gotcha plot twist. Lo and behold, this
film is indeed based on the play of
the same name, written 11 years ago by Fiona Evans. It started on the
Edinburgh fringe before transferring to the Royal Court. While the writerdirector Barnaby Southcombe (I, Anna) has changed the original two-act
structure, the core idea of the story hasn’t aged well in the intervening
years. Being translated to film has in some ways made the inherent problems, like the prurience of the premise, worse not better. The film presents
two stories of two couples engaged in illicit trysts, and this all happens
within the same grand hotel in the northern seaside town of the title. With
dialogue and plot devices repeated across both stories, the parallelism is
presumably meant to make you think about how differently we react to the
exploitation of a boy versus a girl. Although, even that intended contrast
feels dated and naive, and both the adults come across as selfish abusers,
even if they do have their own, supposedly mitigating backstories. Moreover, the twist revealed in the last 10 minutes further undermines any empathy or understanding we might have had, turning this into some kind of
perverse morality tale of cruel, over-ironic fate. Nevertheless, the performances are strong and full of passionate conviction, which somewhat moderates the problematic aspects, while the use of natural light and tacky
seaside textures does succeed in generating some atmosphere.

Waiting for the Barbarians
Harry Windsor
The Colombian director Ciro
Guerra (Embrace of the Serpent)
seems interested in the processes
by which the west colonised the
rest, so it’s fitting that he has cast
two big Hollywood stars – Johnny
Depp and Robert Pattinson. An
adaptation of JM Coetzee’s 1980 novel, Waiting for the Barbarians tells
the story of a magistrate presiding over an unidentified colonial outpost
in the middle of the desert, presumably in the first decades of the last
century. Gentle-voiced and crinkly eyed and played by Mark Rylance,
he sees his comfortable equanimity shattered by the arrival of state security officers. They’re led by Depp, who looks more like a skull wrapped
in butcher’s paper every day. Evocatively photographed by Chris
Menges in Morocco as well as Italy, Guerra’s stately, frequently horrific
fifth feature recalls both Kafka’s In the Penal Colony and Graham
Greene, with Rylance as a sad sack powerless to stop the ruthlessly
mechanical infliction of pain. Chapter headings that cycle through the
seasons signpost the unravelling that occurs after Depp’s Colonel Joll
arrives for an inspection and begins torturing the locals. A nomad accused of stealing a sheep has his eye gouged out, but not before “admitting” that his people are readying for a full-blown frontier war. That
news, as well as the magistrate’s discomfort with the colonel’s methods,
is reported up the chain, leading to further intervention from the navysuited state police.
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Trillion Dollar Coach
Eric Schmidt, Jonathan Rosenberg
Bill Campbell played an instrumental role in the growth of several
prominent companies, such as
Google, Apple, and Intuit, fostering
deep relationships with Silicon Valley visionaries, including Steve
Jobs, Larry Page, and Eric
Schmidt. In addition, this business
genius mentored dozens of other
important leaders on both coasts,
from entrepreneurs to venture capitalists to educators to football
players, leaving behind a legacy of
growing companies, successful
people, respect, friendship, and
love after his death in 2016.
Leaders at Google for over a
decade, Eric Schmidt, Jonathan Rosenberg, and Alan Eagle experienced firsthand how the man fondly known as Coach Bill built trusting
relationships, fostered personal growth - even in those at the pinnacle
of their careers - inspired courage, and identified and resolved simmering tensions that inevitably arise in fast-moving environments. To honor
their mentor and inspire and teach future generations, they have codified his wisdom in this essential guide. Based on interviews with over
eighty people who knew and loved Bill Campbell, Trillion Dollar Coach
explains the Coach's principles and illustrates them with stories from
the many great people and companies with which he worked. The result
is a blueprint for forward-thinking business leaders and managers that
will help them create higher performing and faster moving cultures,
teams, and companies.

The World’s Worst Teachers
David Walliams
Millions of young readers
have loved the World’s Worst
Children tales – now they will
revel in this delightfully dreadful collection of the most gruesome grown-ups ever: The
World’s Worst Teachers.
From the phenomenally bestselling David Walliams and illustrated in glorious colour by
the artistic genius Tony Ross.
Think your teachers are bad?
Wait till you meet this lot.
These ten tales of the world’s
most splendidly sinister teachers will have you running for
the school gates. Dr Dread
teaches science and is half
man, half monster. Watch out for the ghastly Miss Seethe. She is always
furious – and she’s on a detention rampage. And as for Pent, he’s a teacher
with a real difference. He is bone-shakingly terrified of children!
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Salt Houses
Hala Alyan
A piercingly elegant novel. With the power to
both break and mend your heart. On the eve
of her daughter Alia’s wedding, Salma reads
the girl’s future in a cup of coffee dregs. Although she keeps her predictions to herself
that day, they soon come to pass in the wake
of the six-day war of 1967. Caught up in the
resistance, Alia’s brother disappears, while
Alia and her husband move from Nablus to
Kuwait city. Reluctantly they build a life, torn
between needing to remember and learning
to forget. When Saddam Hussein invades
Kuwait, Alia and her family yet again lose their
home, their land and their story as they know it. Scattering to Beirut, Paris
and Boston, Alia’s children begin families of their own, once more navigating
the burdens and blessings of beginning again.

Fantastic Beasts
J.K. Rowling
At the end of Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them, the powerful Dark wizard Gellert Grindelwald was captured in New York with the help of
Newt Scamander. But, making good on his
threat, Grindelwald escapes custody and sets
about gathering followers, most unsuspecting of
his true agenda: to raise pure-blood wizards up
to rule over all non-magical beings. In an effort
to thwart Grindelwald's plans, Albus Dumbledore
enlists Newt, his former Hogwarts student, who
agrees to help once again, unaware of the dangers that lie ahead. Lines are drawn as love and
loyalty are tested, even among the truest friends and family, in an increasingly
divided wizarding world. This second original screenplay from J.K. Rowling,
illustrated with stunning line art from Mina Lima, expands on earlier events
that helped shaped the wizarding world, with some surprising nods to the
Harry Potter stories that will delight fans of both the books and films

Common Sense
Thomas Paine
Originally published anonymously, the pamphlet
called Common Sense sparked a powerful response. Extolling the philosophy of self-determination, democracy and liberty, Thomas Paine's
defence of American secession was a radical and
inflammatory statement. Finding supporters on
both sides of the Atlantic, Paine's defence of egalitarian principles nonetheless generated its fair
share of enemies. Unapologetic, immensely persuasive and clearly written, the words of the world's
first international revolutionary continue to offer
valuable insights into the world we live in today.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

You should channel your efforts into getting
rid of bad habits. If you go shopping, only
take what you can afford to part with. Put in
some extra hours and finish those careful
jobs before you move on to some fun and
games. Try not to get involved in other people's problems. Your lucky day this week
will be Friday.

Sort situations out as best you can. Watch
your spending habits. Your depressed
mood has been hard to shake. Try not to
lend or borrow money this week. Your interest in helping others may take you back
to school. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday.

Large organizations may try to talk you out
of your hard-earned cash. You should get involved in competitive sports this week. Minor
health problems will flare up if you don't take
care of yourself. Involve yourself in group
endeavors. Your lucky day this week will be
Thursday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

You can make positive changes in your
home. Unfortunately, your personal life
may suffer from a lack spare time. Good
day for romance. You will find that unfinished projects at home will be most satisfying. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

Stay mellow. Don't let your partner get you
going. You are best to travel or attend lectures or seminars. Talk to superiors about
problems that you feel are getting out of
hand. Your high energy must be directed into
productive goals, or frustrations will occur
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.

You may want to get involved in some kind of
creative group. Catch up on your correspondence and reading. Make sure that you make
reservations early. Your ability to charm others
will bring added popularity. Your lucky day this
week will be Thursday.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Romance will be on your mind, and chances
for ideal connections are in the works. You
may win favors if you present your ideas and
include your family. Travel will result in new
romantic attractions. You won't get the reaction you want from your mate this week.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

Do not let lovers cost you money or take advantage of you. You will be emotional when
dealing with coworkers or employers. You're
on the right track and you can make money
if you are willing to go out on a limb. Uncertainty regarding your mate may emerge;
reevaluate what you see in each other. Your
lucky day this week will be Monday.

Your emotional partner may make you angry this
week. Sooner or later your partner will have had
enough. Dead end projects could plague you.
This is not the day to be extravagant Your lucky
day this week will be Sunday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

A need to express yourself may come out in
creative ways. You may find it impossible to get
the rest you require. Emotional deception will
cause friction on the home front. Your involvement in interest groups may bring you popularity. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

You can receive recognition for the work you've
done. You are best not to say too much to colleagues. Use your creative flair. You will be
prone to carelessness that could result in accidents. Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.

Emotionally, things may not run so smoothly.
Your intellectual wit will bring greater popularity
with your peers. Rest and relaxation will be
more favorable than you think. Develop some
of your good ideas. Your lucky day this week
will be Wednesday.
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