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Misadventure

The tinderbox of Kashmir
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s illegal
annexation of occupied Kashmir is not just a
regional aberration. With each passing day it
is becoming clearer that the Indian misadventure poses a threat to world peace itself. With
two nuclear powers facing each other eyeball
to eyeball, Kashmir is like a tinderbox which
may explode at any time with consequences
too horrendous to contemplate.
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Economics

A promising start
Shahid Hussain

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) believes Pakistan’s economic programme is off to a promising start in spite of domestic and international
risks and structural challenges. No doubt, some indicators are encouraging
but inflation is still the biggest problem of the people of the country and
there is no sign of relief from it in the near future.
The most depressing scenario for the common people is that the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has projected that inflation, the worst ever in the
country’s history, would remain at an elevated level for two more years.
Pakistan’s inflation rate touched the 87-month highest level of 11.6pc last
month as a result of higher energy and food prices. According to the new
methodology of the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), inflation has
shown rising trends. Inflation, with new base year (2015-16), has increased
by 10.49pc, the highest in 69 months. Under the old methodology, inflation
has reached seven years and three months (87 months) high of 11.6pc in
August 2019, over the corresponding period last year.
On the other hand, the IMF says Pakistan’s near-term macroeconomic
outlook is broadly unchanged from the time of its programme approval,
with growth projected at 2.4pc in FY2019/20 and inflation expected to decline in the coming months, and the current account adjusting more rapidly
than anticipated. An IMF delegation, which was in Pakistan recently, noted
the authorities’ economic reform programme was still in its early stages
while acknowledging that there had been progress in some key areas.
“The transition to a market-determined exchange rate has started to deliver
positive results on the external balance, exchange rate volatility has diminished, monetary policy is helping to control inflation, and the State Bank
of Pakistan has improved its foreign exchange buffers”.
The IMF mission also noted “a significant improvement” in tax revenue
collections, with taxes showing double-digit growth net of exporters’ refunds. The mission was also satisfied with the performance of the country
on the energy front when it was informed that circular debt had shown a
considerable reduction in its growth. It had been growing by Rs38 billion a
month, but in eight months its growth at the end of the last financial year
was reduced to Rs26b per month. In July, the results were even more encouraging as the growth further fell to Rs18b per month after a hectic campaign against power theft and defaulters.
Pakistan’s foreign inflows have almost doubled in the first two months
of the current fiscal year. It has secured $1.622 billion foreign inflows in
July and August, almost 100pc higher than $820 million last year. According to the Economic Affairs Division, Pakistan received about $919m
(Rs146b) from multilateral lenders, $321.5m (Rs51.7bn) from commercial
loans and $382m (Rs61b) from bilateral lenders. The full year target of foreign inflows is Rs3.032 trillion (about $19b) against last year’s budget target of $9.7b (Rs1.113 trillion).
Pakistan’s trade deficit has also narrowed by 35.86pc year-on-year to
$3.924 billion in the first two months of the current fiscal year as imports
have decreased considerably on regulatory measures and slowdown in oil
shipments, while exports slightly increased during the period. The Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) said imports fell by 21.41pc in July and August,
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year-on-year to $7.677 billion, while exports rose by 2.79pc to $3.753 billion. In August, trade deficit contracted by 38.98pc year-on-year to $1.799
billion with both imports and exports down by 26.26pc and 7.65pc, respectively. Compared with July, trade deficit shrank by 15.34pc in August as
imports fell by 8.98pc and exports decreased by 1.85pc.
The current account deficit of Pakistan has also shrunk by a massive
55pc in the first two months of the current fiscal year as compared to the
corresponding period last year. According to the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), the deficit reduced by $1.56b to $1.29b in the two months, from
$2.85b during the same period last year. It comes as a big relief for the
government which has been struggling to plug the deficit through borrowing from donor agencies, commercial banks and friendly countries. The
major cause of the shrink is the decline in the trade deficit. According to
the commerce ministry, exports jumped to $3.738b in the two months, as
compared to $3.650b during the same period last year, showing an increase of 2.41pc or $88 million. Similarly, imports for the period declined
to $7.553b as compared to $9.768b during the same period last year,
showing a decline of 22.68pc or $2.215b. In total, the trade deficit for the
two months stood at $3.815b as compared to $6.118b during the corresponding period last fiscal year. Experts say the heavy reduction in the
current account deficit will also help the State Bank of Pakistan accumulate
its dollar reserves which have failed to hit double digits despite continued
inflows from friendly countries and donor agencies. It will also help bring
stability to the exchange rate and provide support for both import-reliant
and domestically sufficient manufacturers.
Despite the positive indicators, the forecast for inflation is depressing
as the SBP forecast it would come down to its targeted rate of 5-7pc
after two years. Experts say inflation could not be contained until the
government reversed its decision to increase electricity and gas tariffs,
cut sales tax on petroleum products and restore transport subsidies.
Businesspeople say factories are reducing the number of work shifts,
because of the high cost of doing business and low demand, which
would eventually affect supply chains. Due to the factors, the business
community fears a second round of inflation after October. If it happens,
people may react sharply to it.
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Misadventure

The tinderbox
of Kashmir
Nasim Ahmed

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s illegal annexation of
occupied Kashmir is not just a regional aberration. With each
passing day it is becoming clearer that the Indian misadventure poses a threat to world peace itself. With two nuclear
powers facing each other eyeball to eyeball, Kashmir is like
a tinderbox which may explode at any time with consequences too horrendous to contemplate.
With the superpowers looking the other way, the Indian
aggressiveness has been increasing by the day. A few days
ago, Indian Army Chief General Bipin Rawat boasted that the
Indian army was ready to occupy Azad Kashmir and was just
waiting for the go-ahead from Narendra Modi’s government.
According to the India Today magazine, General Rawat said
the next matter on the Indian army’s agenda was to take over
Azad Kashmir and “make it a part of India”.
Nothing better reveals the belligerent Indian mindset than
the hegemonic statement by the Indian army chief. It shows
that Indian hunger for territorial aggrandizement is insatiable and it can go
to any length to quench its devilish appetite. It is against this background
that Pakistan President Arif Alvi, talking to a delegation of Turkish journalists a few days ago, said that the Indian leadership had become a threat
to regional and world peace. The President said the belligerent Indian leadership, with its finger on the nuclear button, is frenziedly Hinduizing India
and persecuting the minorities. He said that what India was doing in occupied Kashmir was analogous to Israeli brutalities in Palestine.
It is disappointing to note that the world has not yet fully realised the
gravity of the Nazi-like rise of the RSS, the mother party of the BJP now
ruling India. It is RSS that is behind the Hindutva philosophy of barbarity
and cruelty being pursued by Modi’s BJP government against the minorities, inside the country generally and the people of Kashmir in particular.
The Kashmir valley has been subjected to an unbridled policy of torture
and genocide of Kashmiris under the blanket cover of curfew. The 700,000
strong Indian army has deployed thousands of additional troops in Kashmir, closed all educational institutions, expelled tourists from the valley and
shut down telephone lines and communication systems. Thousands of activists, political leaders and young Kashmiris have been jailed without due
process of law.
It is time the world woke up to the menace of the RSS that is an exact
replica of the Nazi party which with its racist ideology plunged the world
in a frightening war in the 1940s. The RSS-dominated Modi government
is following the same Nazi policy of ethnic cleansing of minorities to turn
India into a pure Hindu country as Hitler did to ensure the supremacy of
the Aryan race. Under Modi, the torture and lynching of members of
Muslim, Christian and other minority communities has become commonplace. RSS fanatics openly declare that there is no place in India for
non-Hindu people.
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As happened in Nazi Germany, a racist, ultranationalist ideology, like
the RSS, is aggressive by its very nature. After establishing its sway inside
a country, it soon spills over its borders and tries to enslave other nations.
This is what is happening in Kashmir.
If India is not restrained in occupied Kashmir, it will soon spread its tentacles in the region with Pakistan being its primary target. To be sure, Pakistan will not take it lying down and retaliate with all the might at its
disposal. If war breaks out in South Asia, the use of biological and nuclear
weapons cannot be ruled out. In this context, one can recall the statement
of the Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, who recently warned darkly
that in case of emergency, his country could use nuclear weapons against
Pakistan. On August 16, Rajnath Singh said; “India has stuck to its commitment of ‘no first use’ of nuclear weapons against Pakistan, but the future
will depend on the evolving situation”.
Nothing better illustrates the state of mind of India’s ruling junta headed
by Narendra Modi, who poses a grave danger to the international security
and world peace. Modi is another Hitler in the making, who is spearheading
the disastrous agenda of the nuclear-armed RSS hungry for territorial expansion.
The realization has not yet dawned on the world’s nations that India is
the only country among those possessing nuclear weapons in the world
that is being led by a terrorist, racist organization, like the RSS. Needless
to emphasise, the world is not safe with a Hindu extremist organization
which is in control of large nuclear arsenal.
The only way to ensure peace in South Asia and save the world from a
possible nuclear holocaust is for the world community to put pressure on
India to stop repression in occupied Kashmir and sit down with Pakistan to
hammer out a peaceful settlement acceptable to all parties to the dispute.
And the sooner this is done the better for world peace and security.
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Perception

How happy is the world?
Nasim Ahmed

The ultimate goal of all economic planning and GDP growth is
the maximization of human happiness. But what is the relationship between economic progress and happiness? In various
ages, scholars have tried to measure what constitutes happiness
and how it can be promoted for individuals and groups.
The United Nations recently released its annual World Happiness Report, which included a list of the world's top 10 "Happiest
Countries." This is the 7th World Happiness Report. The first was
released in April 2012 in support of a UN High level meeting on
“Wellbeing and Happiness: Defining a New Economic Paradigm”.
The idea was to assess the quality of people’s lives coherently
through a variety of subjective well-being measures, collectively
referred to as “happiness.” Each annual report includes updated
evaluations on special topics delving into the science of wellbeing, and on happiness in specific countries and regions. Often
there is a central theme. This year the focus is on happiness and
community: how happiness has been changing over the past
dozen years, and how information technology, governance and
social norms influence communities. The world is a rapidly changing place. Among the fastest changing aspects are those relating to how
people communicate and interact with each other.
It may be added here that the last year’s report studied migration as
one important source of global change, finding that each country’s life circumstances, including the social context and political institutions were such
important sources of happiness that the international ranking of migrant
happiness was almost identical to that of the native born.
This year’s report includes usual country rankings of life evaluations,
and traces the evolution since 2005 of life evaluations, positive affect, negative affect and some of the main forces that influence happiness by changing the ways in which communities and their members interact with each
other.
The following are some of the factors that contribute to a country making the list: whether people living there have strong social support (robust
communities); whether citizens trust their government; and whether they
live in freedom.
The Happiness Report contains rankings of national happiness based
on respondent ratings of their own lives, which the report also correlates
with various life factors such as GDP per capita, social support, healthy life
expectancy, freedom to make life choices, generosity, trust or absence of
corruption in government and business.
As of March 2019, Finland has been ranked the happiest country in the
world for the second time in a row. The Nordic nations topped the 2019
World Happiness Report, which ranked 156 countries around the world.
Finland's Nordic neighbours Denmark, Norway and Iceland weren't far behind, taking second, third and fourth places, respectively. The Nordic countries have dominated the index since its inception in 2012, while Central
African states still rank at the bottom.
In South East Asia, India's ranking dropped to 133 versus 122 last year
and at an average of 118 in the period 2013 to 2015. Bangladesh ranked
115 against 110 last year. Iran ranked 106 versus 108 last year. Bhutan re-
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mained steady at 97 and Nepal at 101 vs 96 last year, Sri Lanka ranked
116 vs 120 last year, Afghanistan at 145 vs 141 last year and at an average
154 during 2013-15. Turkey's rating dropped to 74 from 69 of last year.
China's ranking is 86.
Pakistan is ranked at 75. For the last couple of years, it is being ranked
as the happiest nation in South East Asia. Its ranking was 80 last year. On
an average, it has ranked 92 in the 2013-15 period.
The top ranking of the Nordic nations is easily explained. Their governance system of blending democracy, socialism and capitalism and its strict
compliance has proved to be the best state governance system which has
withstood the test of time. The Nordic governance system is based on a
workable undertaking between the state and its citizens. The citizens must
diligently pay taxes, whereas the state guarantees to meet the needs of all
its citizens from birth to death which includes education, housing, food security, healthcare and liberal retirement benefits. Freedom to live as one
likes and equality for all citizens is the high point of these Nordic nations
where a Prime Minister often travels to his office on a cycle and shops his
groceries in supermarkets as a normal citizen.
Central African states continue to suffer from extreme poverty and
hunger. African states are rich in natural resources but are deprived of a
workable governance system. India's ranking in happiness is on a declining
trend despite its remarkable GDP growth. This growth has not percolated
to the poor sections of the population.
Pakistan's good happiness ranking is based on its strong philanthropy
culture. The Edhi Foundation is a shining example. It is one of the most
well-organised social welfare service providers across the world running
on a non-commercial, non-political, and non-communal basis, serving
round-the-clock without any discrimination of color, class, and creed. But
what Pakistan lacks is a corrupt and weak governance structure. If this
problem is taken care of, Pakistan’s position in the happiness scale will
rise further
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Accountability

Khursheed Shah in
NAB custody
Muhammad Hassan

Senior Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) leader Syed Khursheed Shah’s arrest in a case of alleged assets beyond means has once against brought
the role of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) into the limelight as
the opposition believes the government is arresting its leaders to stifle its
voice while the government claims the corruption watchdog is an independent institution and taking action on the basis of concrete evidence.
The only aspect that maligns the NAB is that it has mostly arrested opposition leaders. Khursheed Shah joins a long list of opposition politicians
facing corruption charges, including former President Asif Zardari, Prime
Ministers Nawaz Sharif and Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Maryam Nawaz,
Faryal Talpur, Agha Siraj Durrani, Sharjeel Memon, Hamza Shahbaz, Miftah Ismail and others. According to the NAB, Khursheed Shah has acquired assets worth billions of rupees in the names of his frontmen through
ill-gotten money. Two flour mills and 83 other properties are registered in
the names of his alleged frontman, Pehlaj Rai. Shah is also accused of
acquiring a hotel at Sukkur, worth Rs250 million, through his friend, Aijaz
Baloch. He also owns a petrol pump worth over Rs90 million on Rohri
Road, Sukkur, a bungalow built on government land and a hotel in Rohri.
Khursheed Shah’s arrest came a few days after Chief Justice of Pakistan Asif Saeed Khosa had expressed the fear that a growing perception
about what he called a “lopsided process of accountability” needed urgent
remedial measures to save it from losing credibility. “We, as a relevant
organ of the state, also feel that a growing perception that the process of
accountability being pursued in the country at present is lopsided and is a
part of political engineering is a dangerous perception and some remedial
steps need to be taken urgently so that the process does not lose credibility,” he told the opening ceremony of the new judicial year 2019-20.
Terming the recovery of stolen wealth of the country a noble cause, he
said the process must be legitimately and legally pursued. “But if in the
process the constitutional and legal morality of society and the recognised
standards of fairness and impartiality are compromised, then retrieval of
the lost constitutional and legal morality may pose an even bigger challenge to society at large in the days to come,” he observed. The chief justice also noted that voices were being raised about the muzzling of the
print and electronic media and suppression of dissent. “It must be appreciated by all concerned that a voice suppressed or an opinion curbed generates frustration, which gives rise to discontent and increasing discontent
poses a serious threat to the democratic system itself.”
The arrest of Khursheed Shah has also enraged his party leaders.
Though the PPP has refused to become part of Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s
“long march” on Islamabad in October, yet it has come out with a new strategy of making efforts to bring about an in-house change by “putting pressure on the allies and facilitators” of the government. The party has set a
three-month deadline for it. “We want to bring about a change in the government by putting pressure in a democratic way on the allies of the government. If our efforts do not succeed by the end of this year and the
government’s allies and facilitators do not agree, then our next stance will
be extreme and we would lodge a protest in a democratic way,” PPP Chair-
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man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari told a news conference.
The NAB and the government are accused of political victimisation by
opposition parties. They claim the government is using the NAB to hide its
own failures. It is a fact that most politicians in NAB custody or under investigations belong to the main opposition parties – the PML-N and the
PPP. It raises serious questions over the claims of fair and uniform accountability. On the other hand, the NAB clams that it only focuses on big
and old cases. As the PPP and the PML-N have been in power for
decades, their leaders need to be investigated first, it argues. Justifying
its soft stance on the ruling party, the NAB says the PTI has been in power
in the Centre for only a year and in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for six years,
therefore, its leaders will be investigated after the completion of mega corruption cases of the past. However, it still has arrested two PTI ministers
in the Punjab and is investigating the party’s main leaders in corruption
cases in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The government’s ownership of corruption cases against politicians is
also maligning its image and has brought the NAB into disrepute. PTI ministers only speak about corruption cases in press conferences and seminars and ignore other issues of the people. Accountability is a lengthy
process and the curse is entrenched in society and politics. It will take
decades of concerted efforts to dent the problem. The government should
reform the NAB under the guidelines of the Supreme Court of Pakistan
and leave the accountability process to it. People are fed up with the accountability mantra and demand resolution to their problems.
The common people have realized that the government has launched
a vigorous campaign against corruption and many people have been arrested but it has not brought about change to their lives. The NAB receives
over 40,000 complaints every year. Ideally, a complaint is processed within
two months. The next step is inquiry, which should be processed in four
months. Critics say only few dozen cases reach the prosecution stage
every year and the conviction rate is almost 7pc. However, the NAB claims
its conviction rate is 70pc. Analysts say the government will have to concentrate on public issues and their resolution, as it cannot use corruption
as an excuse for inaction any more. The PTI had announced revolutionary
reforms to improve education, health, revenue generation, investment, employment, agriculture, federation, the environment, tourism and justice.
The PTI government had promised 100m jobs in five years. Instead,
thousands of people have lost their jobs in the private sector. Private businesses are making lay-offs to offset their declining profit margins. Real estate, housing, private societies’ developers, builders and construction
businesses are in extremely bad shape and a large number of people have
lost their jobs in recent months.
Critics say the government has put the real issues of the common people to the backburner to pursue a crackdown on corruption. The opposition
blames the government for victimization through the accountability drive.
In the situation, the government should leave the accountability process
to the departments concerned and concentrate on resolving issues of the
people or their confidence in democracy will shatter.

07

Society

Undernourishment
in Pakistan
Muhammad Ali
Prime Minister Imran Khan has once again expressed his admiration for the
Chinese model to eradicate poverty and corruption from Pakistan. Critics say
citing a model he cannot adopt in his country is an admission of his failure.
His comments have come at a time when the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has reported that Pakistan is among three Asian countries where the
rate of undernourishment due to poverty is the highest. The highest rates of
undernourishment in 2017 were observed in Afghanistan (29.8pc), TimorLeste (24.9pc), and Pakistan (20.3pc), the ADB reported in the 50th edition
of its annual statistical report, “Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2019.”
It said the prevalence of undernourishment in the total population was below
10pc in 26 of the 37 reporting economies, compared with only 14 of 37 in
2000.
In contrast, the prevalence of undernourishment was the lowest—at a
rate of 2.5pc or below—in Australia; Azerbaijan; Hong Kong, China; Japan;
Kazakhstan; Malaysia; New Zealand and the Republic of Korea. The report
added that in spite of reductions in undernourishment in more than four-fifths
of economies in Asia and the Pacific since 2000, hunger persists in the region.
According to the UN, the rates of reducing undernourishment in Asia and
the Pacific have slowed significantly in recent years, risking progress toward
the SDG target to eradicate hunger by 2030. Investments in agriculture are
needed to increase productivity and sustainability in food production systems. Of the 37 regional economies with available data, 31 experienced a
decline in the prevalence of undernourishment in the total population from
2000 to 2017. The largest reductions during the review period occurred in
Myanmar (37.7 percentage points), Mongolia (21.7 percentage points), and
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (21.2 percentage points).
The prevalence of stunting in Pakistan witnessed a meager improvement
since 2000 as the rate of stunting among children under the age of five years
has fallen from 42pc in 2000 to 37pc in 2017. In Asia, the prevalence of
stunting has fallen since 2000 in more than 85pc of developing member
economies for which data are available. Poor food security and severe malnutrition have led to millions of Asian and Pacific islander children being
stunted (i.e., too short for their age). The prevalence of stunting in children
below the age of 5 years exceeded 25pc in 15 of the 30 developing member
economies with available data for 2016 (or another recent year). The highest
rates of stunting were found in Timor-Leste (50.9pc), PNG (49.5pc), and the
Lao PDR (44.2pc). The prevalence of stunting in children below the age of
5 years fell in 26 of the 30 reporting economies that had two data points
available for comparison (ranging from 2000 to 2008 and 2009 to 2016).
The three economies in which the prevalence of stunting increased over
the review period were PNG (5.6 percentage points), Malaysia (3.5 percentage points), and Vanuatu (2.8 percentage points), while there was no
change to this indicator in the Republic of Korea.
According to the Asian Development Bank report, extreme poverty (or
below $1.9 per day poverty line) in Pakistan has gone down from 28.6pc of
the total population in 2001 to 3.9pc in 2015. The report added that on the
basis of National Poverty Line, Pakistan’s poverty ratio declined to 24.3pc
in 2015 compared to 64.3pc in 2001. Urban poverty decreased from 50pc
in 2001 to 12.5pc in 2015, while rural poverty went down from 70pc in 2001
to 30pc in 2015. The overall numbers show that the number of people living
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in extreme poverty in Asia and the Pacific Asia has declined from 1.1 billion
in 2002 to 264 million in 2015.
The region’s share of global gross domestic product (in US dollars) surpassed one third in 2018 while the region’s role in global value production
chains and as a destination for higher-value products is also expanding. In
2000, Asia generated 23pc of the income from the production of world exports, which has increased to 30.2pc by 2018.
Almost half of Balochistan’s households face mild to severe food insecurity, according to a report released by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
few months ago. Alarmingly, of the 36.9pc food insecure households in the
country, 18.3pc face severe food insecurity. According to the SBP, almost a
quarter of Pakistan’s population lives below the poverty line, set at Rs3,030.3
per adult equivalent per month. It means that around 50 million people in
the country are unable to meet their basic needs. Most of these people live
in rural areas where the poverty rate is 30.7pc. In its third quarterly report
on the state of the economy, the central bank noted provincial disparities in
terms of food security in Pakistan. In Balochistan, at least 30pc households
experience hunger on a chronic basis. On the other hand, Gilgit-Baltistan
has the most food secure households, nearly 80pc in the region, followed
by Khyber Paktunkhwa (70pc). Only 63.1pc of the country’s households are
“food secure” despite the fact that Pakistan is self-sufficient in major staples.
According to the Ministry of Health and UNCEF’s National Nutritional Survey,
2018, Pakistan is ranked at 8th position in producing wheat, 10th in rice, 5th
in sugarcane, and 4th in milk production.
More worryingly, almost half of the children under five years are stunted
(low height-for-age) and one in ten has been suffering from low-weight-for
height. Incorporating the factors, Pakistan was ranked 106th among 119
countries surveyed for the Global Hunger Index, and has been characterised
as facing a “serious” level of hunger. A high population growth and unfavourable water and climatic conditions in the country mean that concerns
about food security may increase manifold over the next two to three
decades.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has launched an ambitious plan for social
safety and poverty alleviation in the country. His steps sound innovative and
sincere but the key question is its implementation and funds, especially at a
time when Pakistan’s economy is in dire straits and it is finding hard even to
run its day-to-day affairs.
Critics say the prime minister’s plan of poverty alleviation will meet the
fate of his election promises. He had promised 10 million jobs and five million
houses to the underprivileged. He had announced the provision of cheap
electricity, gas, fuel and essentials to the people after coming to power. Instead, their rates have doubled in the first year of his government.
China was able to alleviate poverty because its economy was growing
at an unprecedented level in the world. On the other hand, Pakistan’s
economy is in tatters. The country is left with little resources after debt
servicing and necessary expenditure. It will have to improve its economy
to lift people out of poverty. The country’s economic growth is expected to
slow down to 3pc in the next few years. In the meager growth rate, more
people are feared to lose jobs and fall below the poverty line. It will be a
miracle if the government even maintains the current level of poverty and
jobs in the next few years.
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Politics

The opposition’s
dilemma
Muhammad Zain

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) leader Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s call
for a “long march” has widened fissures in the opposition. Two mainstream
opposition parties, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), are not willing to be led by a religious party
while they themselves are not in a position to launch a movement against
the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
The PPP has clearly told Fazlur Rehman that it cannot become part of
his agitation against the government because it is against the politics of
religion. On the other hand, the PML-N is using different pretexts to skip
the agitation. The PML-N and PPP leaders also fear the movement can
derail democracy in the country and instead expedite the accountability
process, which is going on slowly in the democratic setup. Besides internal
reasons, the main opposition parties cannot be seen in the world as part
of a religious party’s agitation, based on the personal agenda of its leader,
who is fighting for the survival of his party after facing oblivion in the last
two elections. Religious parties face a bleak future in Pakistan as their
seats in the parliament are decreasing in every election. However, the JUIF and Fazlur Rehman are not wiling to accept the reality.
The JUI-F’s call for agitation has created serious rifts among the opposition parties, which had formed a grand alliance after the election and
threatened to give a hard time to the government inside and outside the
parliament. According to media reports, the relationship between the JUIF and the PPP has started turning sour after the latter refused to join its
proposed “long march,” with leaders from both parties accusing each other
of playing politics on the matter. However, PPP leaders are still showing
some restraint and not coming out with a direct attack on Fazlur Rehman
or other party leaders, but JUI-F Information Secretary Hafiz Hussain
Ahmed has openly criticised the PPP over its stance on the issue. “The
PPP has double standard. On one hand, it considers our long march unconstitutional and illegal and on the other, it is extending moral and political
support to our protest,” he told the media. “The problem with the PPP is
that those who are in jail want to come out and those who are out of jail do
not want to go to jails,” he quipped. When asked about the PPP’s allegation that the JUI-F leadership was using the “religion card” during the
planned anti-government protest, he said the JUI-F had never criticised
the PPP for using the “Sindh card” in politics.
It is said the JUI-F leadership is unhappy with PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto over his remarks about their planned movement. Addressing a
news conference few weeks ago, he had announced that he was not participating in the JUI-F’s sit-in as he did not want to become a “Moulvi”. He
had also ruled out the possibility of his party joining the march. Announcing
his party’s “moral support” for the JUI-F’s march, he said how he could believe that the military leadership would not play the same role which it had
played during the Pakistan National Alliance (PNA) movement that led to
the imposition of martial law in 1977.
Media reports say Fazlur Rehman, who enjoys equally good relations
with former President Asif Ali Zardari and former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, had recently made an attempt to arrange a meeting between the
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two leaders, but his efforts failed. He also called on PML-N President and
Opposition Leader in National Assembly Shahbaz Sharif twice to discuss
modalities for his movement against the government. However, he failed
to convince the PML-N leader to join his agitation.
According to another report, the PML-N has requested the JUI-F to
delay its movement for few weeks. The PML-N wants some time to mobilise its workers for the movement. It has asked the JUI-F head to hold
the protest in November instead of October. Analysts say the PML-N is
using delaying tactics only, because it has no street power, though it has
a large number of voters in the Punjab. It only aims to get a better deal
from powers that be, they claim.
According to Fazlur Rehman, he has the ability to organise a “long
march” on Islamabad. He claims to bring over 1.5m people to the streets,
even if other opposition parties refuse to join him. He also warned that his
party would paralyse the whole country if the government used force to
stop the march. He claims the PTI government is “illegal and incapable”
and overthrowing it would be in the country’s interest.
Fazlur Rehman’s sole agenda is fresh elections, which look impossible
at the time. Even if they are held, he may not be able to win more than a
dozen seats. Only the PPP and the PML-N can form a government, if elections are held. Fazlur Rehman will be happy with a post of minister for himself and few party leaders in their government.
Critics say the PPP and the PML-N want to appease some powers and
take some favours for them by not joining the protest. They are trying to
use Fazlur Rehman as a bargaining chip.
Now the question is: what will the government’s strategy on the issue?
Will it allow Fazlur Rehman and his party to reach Islamabad or stop them
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, their political stronghold? If the government allows him to reach the capital, it will create a mess. The government will
deal with them with an iron hand as it cannot create an impression in the
outside world that Pakistan can be held hostage by a handful of religious
activists for their personal agenda. Most probably, the government will stop
them from leaving Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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Conspiracy

Iran behind Saudi
oil facilities attack?
Shahid Hussain
An attack on Saudi oil facilities has intensified tension between Saudi Arabia and Iran. It has also exposed the vulnerability of the kingdom’s security
and the efficacy of military hardware provided to it by the United States.
Now the question is: who had masterminded the attacks? Though
Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi rebels have claimed responsibility for the
drone strikes, yet the US and its ally Saudi Arabia, which is Iran’s archrival
in the region, said Iran was behind them, while Tehran has strongly denied.
Most analysts in Pakistan believe Israel had perpetrated the attacks, as it
could be the biggest beneficiary in the wake of a war between Saudi Arabia
and Iran. The US will also gain immensely if both regional countries go to
war. It will fancy selling more arms to Saudi Arabia after signing the biggest
weapon supply deal of human history with it. On May 20, 2017, US President Donald Trump and Saudi Arabian King Salman bin Abdulaziz signed
a series of letters of intent for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to purchase
arms from the United States totaling US$110 billion immediately and $350
billion over 10 years. The purchases included tanks, combat ships, missile
defense systems, as well as radar, communications and cybersecurity technology. The transfer was widely seen as a counterbalance against the influence of Iran in the region and a “significant” and “historic” expansion of
United States relations with Saudi Arabia.
The exact type of weapon used in the strikes has not been confirmed,
but the Soufan Center, a security think-tank, said that 10 drones had been
deployed. Unidentified US officials have also told American media that
cruise missiles might have been fired as well, and have suggested these
came from Iran. Footage distributed by the Houthis showed models of at
least 15 unmanned drones and various sizes of missiles of different ranges.
The newest of these weapons were long-range cruise missiles, dubbed “AlQuds”, and explosives-laden “Sammad 3” drones that can hit targets as far
as 1,500 kilometres away, according to the Huthis. A spokesman for the
Saudi coalition fighting in Yemen, Turki al-Maliki, told reporters that “all indications are that weapons used in both attacks came from Iran.”
Experts say the threat from drones will continue, changing how countries
defend themselves and how insurgencies invest in weapons. Meanwhile,
the US has sent more troops to Saudi Arabia after the attack and Iran has
warned that foreign forces are threatening the security of the Gulf. Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani said foreign forces had always brought pain and
misery and should not be used in an “arms race”. Tension between the US
and Iran has also risen after US President Donald Trump abandoned a deal
aimed at limiting Iran’s nuclear activities in return for the easing of sanctions
early this year.
According to the BBC, drones and missiles were used in the attacks on
the Saudi oil facilities at Abqaiq and Khurais. The crisis sparked by the attacks is being dangerously inflamed by angry rhetoric. President Trump’s
knee-jerk reaction was to tell the Iranians the US was “locked and loaded”.
So the region braced for a US retaliatory strike. Washington pulled back,
restrained by a nervous Saudi Arabia. Instead it sent a small detachment
of what are essentially military technicians to bolster Saudi Arabia's blatantly inadequate air and missile defences. The move is defensive, and
may not even be enough to prevent another “swarm” attack of explosive
drones. Yet Iran's hard-line Revolutionary Guards are interpreting it as an
aggressive, almost invasive, act. The danger now is that one side or the
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other misinterprets the signals from the other side of the Gulf and does
something that inadvertently propels this region into a war that nobody
wants, it noted.
The offensive use of drones or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) has
grown significantly in recent years, and nowhere more so than in the Middle
East. The strikes have also exposed how vulnerable the kingdom is to assaults using low-cost technology despite being the world’s largest importer
of arms, experts say. Saudi Arabia spent an estimated $65 billion on military
hardware last year alone, most of which was imported from the United
States, including the latest radars, F-15 fighter jets, and Patriot missile defence systems, the Daily Mail reported. The attack, using what appears to
have been explosive-laden drones, managed to pierce that defensive shield
and knock out half of the kingdom’s oil output, or 5pc of global supply. The
failure of Saudi Arabia and its American-made weapons to protect against
such an attack even drew a mocking response from Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who suggested the country should have bought Russian defence systems instead.
Officially, the attack was claimed by Iran-backed Houthi rebels operating
out of Yemen, who have been using drones to attack Saudi oil infrastructure
for months. But Saudi Arabia and the US are convinced the attack came
from the north - either directly from Iran or from Iranian-backed militias operating in Iraq. As evidence they point to, among other things, the Houthis’
lack of technology as evidence the attack could not have come from them.
But some experts believe it is precisely because the attack is low technology that it succeeded in passing underneath Saudi’s defences. The Houthis’
use of drones to attack Saudi Arabia has identified gaps in its air defences,
Becca Wasser from the think-tank Rand Corp told AFP. Bobby Ghosh, writing for Bloomberg, also noted: “The nature of asymmetric warfare is that
militias with disruptive and cheap weapons technology can catch a powerful
military force by surprise.” However, he goes on to say that Saudi Arabia
still has a lot of questions to answer, particularly because the threat of
drones targeting its oil facilities is nothing new.
Experts say the threat from drones is constantly evolving. The fact that
Saudi Arabia, which has taken serious precautions with their U.S. air defence systems with Patriot missile systems and AWACS early warning systems, could not prevent the attack on its two critical energy facilities has
fueled discussions on whether other critically important oil and energy facilities worldwide are also vulnerable to similar attacks. Economic circles
are now contemplating the chaos the global economy could face if attacks
are carried out on facilities of other major oil-producing countries, and what
happens when the world's energy needs suddenly go unmet and oil prices
spiral out of control? Moreover, with debates of "recession" in the world
economy intensifying, the risk of recession can deepen with the rise in
global oil and energy prices that would lead to frugal measures in both
households and companies.
Experts say Saudi Arabia will not take any risk of direct confrontation
with Iran as it does not have the military capability to deal decisive blows to
start and end a war quickly, and would face attacks not only from Iran but
also from its proxies in Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen. In the situation, Saudi
Arabia should focus on its security and evolve a long strategy to stabilise
its borders and secure its interests both at home and abroad.
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Environment

The climate crisis
Husnain Shahid

Over 10,000 dengue cases have been reported from across the country,
while 16 people have lost their lives in the current year. The epidemic in
Pakistan is a dimension of extreme weather conditions as a result of climate change, which threatens to increase the number of people afflicted
by disasters such as diseases, storms, floods and droughts in the world.
Explosive outbreaks of dengue fever have rapidly spread in countries
across Asia, killing more than 1,000 people, infecting hundreds of thousands and straining hospitals packed with sick families, CNN reported. Images from Bangladesh show patients in teeming hospital wards, lying
beneath mosquito nets under lurid electric strip lights. This is the worst outbreak Bangladesh has ever seen. Five times as many people were infected
in August than the whole of 2018, and so far this year 57 people have died.
It's a similar story across the region. Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam have all reported higher than normal cases of the disease and deaths compared to last year. And the
Philippines has declared a national dengue epidemic -- 1,107 people have
died there since the start of the year and more than 250,000 have been
infected.
Scientists say hotter, wetter weather brought on by climate change has
created ideal conditions for female mosquitoes to lay their eggs. Not only
are there more mosquitoes, but the rapid urbanization occurring in many
Asian nations means that susceptible populations are living in closer contact with disease-carrying insects. While it was once found in only nine
countries, today the disease is endemic in more than 100 -- putting more
than half the world's population at risk, according to the World Health Organization (WHO). There have been numerous studies on the link between
climate change and mosquito-borne diseases and experts say the climate
crisis is playing a major role in dengue’s spread.
Scientists have repeatedly warned that rising temperatures are triggering more extreme weather events, and a warmer, wetter world could put
us at greater risk of vector-borne diseases -- those transmitted by mosquitoes, ticks or other organisms. One recent study suggested that one billion
more people might be exposed to mosquito-borne disease by 2080 as temperatures continue to rise with the climate crisis. As the planet gets warmer,
scientists say, mosquito-borne diseases will continue spreading farther
north. A recent study found that rising global temperatures caused by the
climate crisis could see the female aedes aegypti mosquito which carries
dengue -- along with other diseases such as chikungunya, yellow fever
and Zika -- migrate to areas where it was not endemic before, with Europe,
the US, East Asia and parts of central America, East Africa and Canada
seeing large increases in risk.
According to the Red Cross, two million people a week need humanitarian aid today because of the climate emergency, as extreme weather
takes an “intolerable” toll in human suffering. The number of people in need
of interventions will double in the next three decades – from 108 million a
year today to 200 million – if governments fail to act, stretching international
humanitarian relief efforts to breaking point and beyond, the global charity
warned. Experts say costs would rise too: by the end of the next decade,
the current contribution of between $3.5b and $12b a year from funders
would need to rise to at least $20b a year, to keep pace with a predicted
surge in the number of people afflicted by disasters such as storms, floods,
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droughts and other extreme weather events.
The estimates were made in a report from the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), entitled “The Cost of
Doing Nothing,” presented to the UN. Yet with adequate spending, efforts
to increase the resilience of vulnerable people and action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the number of people caught up in climate-related
disasters could be cut drastically, the report found. Timely adaptation to
the likely effects of climate change, and lower levels of global heating,
would mean just 10 million people would need humanitarian aid a year because of climate-related problems in 2050, a fraction of the 100 million afflicted today.
Experts warn that climate breakdown will create volatile social situations
and large numbers of people could be forced to move within their countries
and across borders – both near and far. Extreme environmental events
and rapid change could also destabilise economies, leading to unemployment, pressure on resources, spiralling living costs and political and social
unrest.
Natural catastrophes and devastating effects of heat-waves, floods,
earthquakes and cyclones are posing serious threats to human survival
on the planet due to rapid changing climate issues – causing risks of malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea, and heat strokes across the globe. According
to a United Nations report, climate change has increased the global burden
of diseases in the first decade of the current century and caused around
150,000 deaths worldwide. The diseases burden, which resulted due to
climate change, had 88pc impact on children’s health. The report further
stated that the worldwide documented health effects included changing
ranges of vector-borne diseases: malaria, dengue, diarrhoea and respiratory disorders. These diseases are the major causes of increasing morbidity and mortality generating from extreme weather conditions across the
globe.
If governments don’t take urgent action to tackle the climate emergency,
rising sea levels, desertification and increasingly frequent extreme weather
events will have potentially devastating effects on both the world’s poorest
people and its wealthy nations. Globally, millions of people face a bleak future: being displaced from their homes and losing their livelihoods. It’s
unimaginable that in such circumstances, resourceful, determined and
sometimes desperate people won’t try to find better, safer places to work
and raise their families.
Exerts say some of the measures needed to prevent disaster are relatively low-tech, and cheap to put in place. Early warning systems for floods
and storms, and access to weather forecasts in remote regions can all improve preparedness. Restoring natural features such as mangrove
swamps and wetlands can protect against coastal and river flooding, while
regrowing tree cover on hillsides can prevent landslips. Experts say policymakers must start preparing for the consequences of climate change
and its affect on the spread of infectious diseases.
Pakistan is the most vulnerable country due to climate change. Floods
affected 1.6 million people and caused Rs10 billion economic losses to the
country in 2010. Heat-waves in Karachi killed 1200 people in recent years.
The number of dengue-affected people reminds it of urgent steps to stop
ecocide.
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Local governments

Consequences of weak legs
Raza Khan

Empirically, there have been ever-growing civic problems in Pakistan leading
to the creation of many issues and even conflicts in the country and the key
cause of the state of affairs is the lack of good governance at the rudimentary
level. The lack of good governance in the country, among other factors, has
also been due to the ineffective local government system and bodies.
At the moment, elected local government institutions have either completed or going to complete their respective tenures in four provinces.
These are the second local government bodies on the trot to have completed or would soon complete their tenures. However, local government
bodies have not flowered as strong institutions in any of the province to
be of any real value.
There are various reasons for the ineffectiveness and incapacity of the
local government bodies in different provinces. The reasons range from
personal inability, poor leadership, administrative lacunas, systemic constraints, lack of financial power and others. But, the most important reason
for the ineffective local government system has been the cunningness of
the political parties to allow municipal bodies to flourish in the country and
their respective provinces and fortes. The government of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), under the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan,
wants to introduce a very strong and effective local government system in
the country and this too uniformly across all the provinces. Howsoever
good the intention may be of PM Khan regarding the introduction of a vibrant and effective local government system, there has been stiff resistance from within the PTI to such proposals. As mentioned above, the
reason is that if the leadership of various political parties allows the local
government system to flourish in the country, it fundamentally compromises their personal and group interests.
It is important to note that the last time also the provincial governments
of different political parties had unwillingly announced schedules for holding
local bodies’ elections after great delay and defying Supreme Court of Pakistan orders. It was only after the strong intervention of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan that they were compelled to hold elections. However, before
that all the political parties had joined hands and passed “unanimous” resolutions in both the National Assembly and the Senate, asking for the deferment of the polls citing various reasons for holding such a mega exercise.
Holding local government elections is a constitutional obligation of the
provinces and the Centre and there must be no option but to hold these elections. However, the previous and the present governments in the provinces
and the Centre have been doing their utmost to postpone the elections. It had
been after innumerable hearings and arguments therein before the Supreme
Court of Pakistan that the provinces had left with no excuse and option but to
announce their respective schedules for the local government elections.
The fact of the matter is that the political parties have not been willing
and cheerful to hold local government elections because of the fear of losing political power and the perks and privileges associated with it. All the
political parties now having their governments in different provinces have
been apprehensive that if local government systems get established their
political fate would be sealed because most of these parties do not have
strong organizational units at the grassroots level. Whether it is the PPP,
PML-N, PTI, MQM, ANP, PkMAP, BNP and others, all of these political
groups have the only driving force of top leadership. This fact prevents
them from emerging as true political entities with a coherent ideology. It is
important to note that most the parties, sans the PTI and MQM, have fam-
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ily-based leaderships.
Therefore, for political parties, favouring the local government system
has been tantamount to giving up power from one’s own hand. This is not
acceptable to the political parties and leaders. The attitude has roots in
the conservative nature of Pakistani society and the resultant undemocratic norms and values. It is in such a society that political leadership does
not want to decentralize power. This is also an indicator that our political
parties have not come of age and know the rationale and value of local
governments and devolution of power as well as resources.
The people of Pakistan must weigh the political and democratic credentials of the political parties by these standards. People must know that
only democratic and liberal political parties, which can be gauged from
their actions instead of statements of their leaders, are a guarantee to their
and the country’s development.
It is also important to note that most of the political parties that are ruling
previously or now having governments in the provinces have always been
great exponents of provincial rights and, above all, decentralization of
power from the Centre to provinces. But for many years, we have seen
that after having political power they consistently refused to devolve it to
the local tiers within their own provinces and to the people they have always claimed to represent.
Local government structures, including the institutions and system, are
the essence of a true democratic culture and polity. The devolved government structures are the best institutions to have the highest and most effective participation of the largest number of people. In turn, these are the
institutions that can assess the developmental and services needs of the
local inhabitants and, therefore, can be of huge value. Because in this way,
they can ensure the welfare of the greatest number of people, the timetested liberal and democratic political principle.
Someone once rightly said that politicians think of the next election
while a statesman thinks of the next generation. What Pakistan needs at
this critical point when separatist and militant tendencies are very much
against the survival of the state and its political and constitutional system,
are statesmen instead of politicians. Either our politicians ought to demonstrate statesmanship or they have to leave the political arena. Here, one
must give full credit to the superior judiciary of Pakistan for insisting on the
provinces and the federal government to have local governments. The
learned judges profoundly know the value of local governments in the
country. Apart from implementing the provisions of the constitution as their
constitutional duty, one is happy to know that the judges are fully aware of
the issues that have arisen out of the absence and weak local governments in the country. One believes that the judges are fully sensitive to the
increasing erosion of the state writ on the country’s territories and the evergrowing civic problems.
All provinces are going to hold new local government elections soon.
The provinces must reform their existing local government laws and system because they are unable to address the issues of the people and fulfil
their basic municipal needs. Karachi today, with the entire city engulfed by
garbage, is a case in point. The superior judiciary must also have an assessment of the local government laws of different provinces and must ensure that the purpose of the system, as enshrined in the Constitution, could
be attained. In this regard, financial and administrative powers must be
fully devolved to the local governments.
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Rehabilitation

Development and peace
in merged districts of KP
Raza Khan

In the last couple of years, there have been announcements and claims
from governmental authorities at the highest levels that peace has been
fully restored to the long-restive newly merged districts (NMDs) of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, formerly known as Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA). Indications are also there that the official contention has substance.
But one must keep the fact in view that the situation in the region comprising the NMDs has historically been so unpredictable that terms like
“peace” and “development” etc should be very cautiously used. Then the
nature of the conflict in the tribal areas, straddling along Pakistan’s western
borders, has been so complex that one cannot say with certainty about
peace and its sustainability. At the moment, we can say that peace may
not have been completely restored but generally order has been maintained. Even this is no mean achievement by any yardstick. However, the
most important question at the moment is to have lasting and sustainable
peace in the region. Because, critically-needed development in the tribal
region is dependent upon sustainable peace there and is the only guarantee to continuous peace there.
The tribal region of KP has faced continuous violence and conflict during the last two decades. This has mainly been political, legal administrative and governance vacuum in the tribal region which had given birth to
the multidimensional conflict and crisis there. The vacuum, in turn, was
the upshot of the indeterminate status of the FATA, now made part of KP.
For instance, the Constitution of Pakistan of 1973 had recognized the FATA
as an integral part of the country, but at the same time the law of the land
was inapplicable to the region. Instead, the British Colonial period legal
framework, Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR), was adapted to continue
to regulate the affairs of the tribal areas. Successive governments and
regimes paid little attention to address the legal and administrative inconsistency. It was in the dying days of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
government that the 25th Constitutional Amendment was passed unanimously by the country’s parliament on May 30, 2018, to make the former
FATA part of KP. The merger was made in a hurry and after the merger
there has been no great improvement in the law and order situation in the
tribal region while the process of development there leaves a lot to be desired. This proves the fact that the merger was not the only solution and
there has always been a need for a comprehensive strategy to develop
the hitherto extremely underdeveloped tribal region.
On September 18, Prime Minister Imran Khan, while inaugurating the
round-the-clock opening of the Torkham border point on the PakistanAfghanistan border in the tribal district of Khyber, told the media that his
government was spending Rs150 billion for the development of the
merged districts. While these development funds may be in the pipeline
and some may have been spent but one does not see any real progress
taking place in the tribal region. This is because of the fact that there is no
comprehensive strategy for the development process in the region in
place, claims by government officials notwithstanding. If someone is expecting from the KP government with a docile Chief Minister like Mahmud
Khan to be instrumental in the development of FATA, then one is living in
a fool’s paradise. During his more than one year of rule, CM Mahumd could
not complete the last PTI government’s only mega project in the provincial
capital, Peshawar, of the Bus Rapid Transit. So expecting him to carry out

October 1-15, 2019

all-out development in the tribal region is to cry for the moon.
In order to come up with a comprehensive strategy for the development
of the tribal region and restoring of sustainable peace there, one must look
into history and key reasons of crisis and conflict in the region. The policies
of our successive governments and military regimes have been responsible for the mess there. Former Pakistani strategists’ lack of farsightedness
regarding the tribal areas could be gauged from the fact that they assumed
that by leaving the region to itself to regulate its affairs and the issues arising out of the region would have no impact on the country. These strategists were fundamentally wrong and the events and incidents in the last
two decades have proved it beyond an iota of doubt. The militancy and
terrorism emanating from former FATA has had left the entire country insecure and resulted in the a big death toll in the country’s war against terror, the highest death count in all wars Pakistan have fought.
Consequently, the Pakistan military had to launch large-scale military operations in the tribal areas.
The British colonial rulers wanted the FATA to serve as a buffer region
between mainland India and Afghanistan and beyond Czarist Russia and
later Soviet Russia. Therefore, it did not institutionalize the region and tried
to change the tribal character of the inhabitants of the people through civilized structures of governance. Unfortunately, successive Pakistani governments adopted the same policy and attitude towards the tribal areas.
The attitude needs to be changed and the historical wrongs which our
strategists and policy formulators committed with reference to the tribal
areas needs to be rectified. If we fail this time, we cannot be prevented
from a disaster of gargantuan proportions, which would make the entire
country once against completely insecure.
Our strategists must understand that the issues of the merged region
are not isolated problems as they have had large-scale negative consequences for the entire country. Where it has been terrorism, gun-running
or smuggling of drugs or patronization of crimes and criminals and later
militancy, the tribal regions have had an immense negative impact on the
security of entire Pakistan.
The only strategy that has been employed in the tribal region is to merge
it with KP. While the merger was not desirable by any yardstick, as it could
not address the issues, conflict and crisis in the tribal region, it is now a
fact. One does not have an iota of doubt that the merger was done in a
haste just to transfer responsibility and to give an aura of change but this
change has been cosmetic. Whether the former FATA was merged or not
with KP, it was very much part of the province, as its residents have always
been dependent on the province. However, this dependence on KP did not
develop FATA, so how come it could develop it now. Therefore, the government must understand the issues and though the merged districts are
part of KP, yet a totally different development strategy must be devised for
the region keeping in view the ground realties. The strategy must be based
on developing the infrastructure from the very scratch and for this international experts must be hired as the process of development could not be
left to the locals to spearhead. Local knowledge is important but international development expertise is critical for uplifting such an extensively underdeveloped region. If development is not carried out in the tribal region
quickly and comprehensively, it would be a disaster for the country.
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Economics

Mixed trends
Muhammad Jahangir

The economy is showing both positive and negative trends. According to
the latest report by the State Bank of Pakistan, the current account deficit
(CAD) shrank by 55 per cent in the first two months of the current fiscal
year as compared to the corresponding period last year.
The current account deficit — for the two-month period — went down
by $1.56b to $1.29 billion from $2.85b during the same period last year.
This was in line with the downward trend witnessed throughout 2018-19,
when the deficit stood lower by 31pc to $13.58b, from $19.8b in FY18 —
recording a decrease of $6.3b.
This is a boon for the government which has been struggling to reduce
the deficit by borrowing from donor agencies, commercial banks as well
as friendly countries. The major reason behind the fall in current account
deficit is the decline in the trade deficit. According to the trade summary
issued by the commerce ministry for the two months under review, exports
jumped to $3.738b as compared to $3.650b during the same period last
year — showing an increase of 2.41pc or $88 million. Similarly, imports for
the period declined to $7.553bn as compared to $9.768b during the same
period last year — showing a decline of 22.68pc or $2.215b. In total, the
trade deficit for the two months of the current fiscal year stood at $3.815b
as compared to $6.118b during the corresponding period last fiscal year.
The reduction in current account deficit is providing great help to the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) in improving its dollar reserves. The latest
figures show that foreign exchange reserves held by the central bank increased by 1.63pc on a weekly basis. Earlier, the reserves had fallen below
the $7-billion mark, which raised concern over Pakistan’s ability to meet
its financing requirements. However, financial assistance from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia and other friendly nations helped stabilize the foreign exchange reserves. As of September 13, the foreign currency reserves held by the SBP were recorded at $8,600.4 million, up $138
million compared with $8,462.3 million in the previous week. Overall, liquid
foreign currency reserves, held by the country, including net reserves held
by banks other than the SBP, stood at $15,898.1 million.
Overall, liquid foreign currency reserves, held by the country, including
net reserves held by banks other than the SBP, stood at $15,898.1 million.
Net reserves held by banks amounted to $7,297.7 million. Pakistan received the first loan tranche of $991.4 million from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on July 9, which helped bolster the reserves. Previously,
the reserves had jumped on account of $2.5 billion in inflows from China.
Over time, the declining reserves have forced the central bank to let the
rupee depreciate massively, sparking concern about the country’s ability
to finance a hefty import bill as well as meet debt obligations in coming
months.
In April last year, the SBP’s reserves had increased by $593 million
due to official inflows. A few months ago, the reserves surged due to official
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inflows including $622 million from the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and $106 million from the World Bank. The SBP also received $350 million
under the Coalition Support Fund (CSF) earlier. In January last year, the
SBP made a $500-million loan repayment to the State Administration of
Foreign Exchange (SAFE), China.
But while current account deficit has shrunk and forex reserves show
a rising trend, on the negative side foreign direct investment (FDI) fell by
58.4 per cent during the first two months of the current fiscal year. The
total FDI during the July-August period declined to $156.7 million from
$376.9m in the same period last year. Moreover, on a month-on-month
basis, the FDI inflows in August declined by a staggering 57.8pc to $83.4m
from $197.9m in August 2018.
It should be a matter of concern for the government that despite significant improvements in the energy infrastructure and security conditions,
the country has failed to attract investment as expected. One reason is
that the completion of the first phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has brought down the level of FDI inflows into the country. A
detailed analysis shows that the UK was the second leading investor in
the country with $11.7m, followed by the UAE with $5.9m and Malaysia
$5.4m. The oil and gas exploration sector remained the favourite of foreign
investors during the July-August period with inflows of $21.3m, followed
by $16.4 in transport, $14.9m in electrical machinery and $15.3m in textile
in the textile sector.
At the same time, Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) rose by an encouraging 182.8pc to $107.3m against an outflow of $129.6m during the
same period last year.
Economic experts are of the opinion that the declining FDI figures call
for new efforts by the government which should offer a more attractive
package of incentives to foreign investors. This is especially important in
view of the fact that exports have failed to pick up despite a steep depreciation of the rupee.
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Economics

Govt’s claims
vs realities
Muhammad Jahangir

Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance, Hafeez Sheikh, last week come
out with another explanation of the government’s economic policies and
the agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). According to
him, the economy is on the path to stability.
At a recent press conference, he pointed out that the current account
deficit for the month of July 2019 had declined by over 70 percent as compared to July last year. As it is, the shrinking of the deficit is mainly due to
two prior conditions of the IMF that were implemented by the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP): allowing a market-based exchange rate effective the
middle of May and raising the discount to reach a positive real rate of return
(in May and then again in July).
According to economic experts, the SBP has over-corrected in terms
of these two policies as the rupee was undervalued while the discount rate
was four to five percentage points positive as it was erroneously linked to
the Consumer Price Index (13 percent projected for the entire year though
estimated at around 11 percent in July) instead of core inflation (under 8
percent). As a result, these steps led to a massive decline in imports, including raw material and machinery imports with a major negative impact
on private sector productivity and employment, while exports increased
only marginally in dollar terms - 234 million dollars (from 1.636 billion dollars in July 2018 to 1.87 billion dollars in July 2019), though the percentage
rise of around 14 percent is impressive. But that was due to the low base.
Hafeez Sheikh has also claimed success in raising revenue and said
that around Rs4 billion to Rs5 billion additional amount had been generated from the increase in the number of filers from 1.9 to 2.5 million. But a
target of 5.5 trillion rupees for the current year (with the growth rate projected at 2.4 percent) compared to the revised figure of 4 trillion rupees
last year as revealed in the consolidated federal and provincial budgetary
operations (instead of 4.39 trillion rupees estimated in the budget for 201920) is unrealistic, according to independent observers.
Contrary to the government’s claim of austerity, the budget documents
do not show any figures indicating lowering of expenditure. To be sure, the
government’s claim of reducing expenditure does not bear scrutiny. How
can expenditure go down as the cabinet, including advisers and special
assistants number the highest ever in the history of the country? The government has not explained what budgeted expenditures would be slashed,
especially given the fact that current expenditure for the last year was estimated at 7 trillion rupees in the consolidated budgetary operations statement (as opposed to the much lower revised figure in the budget
documents of 5.589 trillion rupees). In the current year, the government
budgeted 7.2 trillion rupees for current expenditure which would have to
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be raised if social sector expenditure is to be doubled in line with Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s vision. Subsidies have been budgeted to rise by
around 16 billion rupees and a 200 billion rupee increase in development
expenditure is envisaged.
As things stand today, non-tax revenue seems to be the only source of
revenue that could be generated without burdening the taxpayers and the
business community. But there is no official clarification as yet whether the
one trillion rupee non-tax revenue is in addition to what is in the budget
(894.4 billion rupees). According to the Finance Ministry, 300 billion rupees
will come from the sale of two RLNG plants, while another 200 to 300 billion rupees is estimated from cellular licences. The SBP profit is estimated
at 406 billion rupees in the budget. But the actual amount recovered or to
be recovered still remains unclear. Needless to say, the discrepancies in
the numbers point to weaknesses in gathering of information and faulty
planning.
It is relevant to note in this context that the letter of intent submitted to
the IMF signed by the Adviser and the SBP Governor indicates a total of
17.5 billion dollars from bilateral and multilateral sources excluding the
Fund. This is an unprecedented high amount but it is not enough to meet
the targeted budget deficit of 7.2 percent of GDP. Sukuk worth 300 billion
rupees and borrowing from foreign commercial banks of 450 billion rupees
have been mentioned in the budget while the actual amount would be adjusted as per the changing requirements mainly due to the disparity between the claims made in May to the IMF and the actual budgetary
operations data for 2018-19 released recently. The latest reports show that
the IMF is due to revisit the programme targets that were based on inaccurate data for 2018-19.
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Education

Corporal punishment:
waiting for more tragedies?
Rasheed Ali
In good old days, as the new generation is mostly told, parents would themselves
hand over their children to teachers while uttering a famous adage: “Aj se hadiyan
hamari, maas tumhara”. Literally that means “From today, bones are ours, and the
skin is for you”. Metaphorically speaking, parents would tell the teacher that he was
fully permitted to punish his students physically if they did not pay attention to studies.
Only breaking of bones should be avoided, but there was no objection to beatings
even to the extent of peeling off the skin, fathers would tell the teachers. And hence
the beginning of a culture of the use of rods, fists and kicks in the classrooms. You
can meet even today a number of old generation people who would tell you tales
of school beatings proudly.
However, with the changing times, a huge majority of parents have
changed their mindsets. They no more approve of corporal punishment, especially
if it can result in the death of a student. Recently, an incident shook entire society
when a 10-grade student’s “beating to death” by his teacher was reported by the
electronic and print media. Hafiz Hunain Bilal, a student at a private school in the
Gulshan-e-Ravi area of Lahore, was tortured to death by his computer teacher as
he had failed to memorise his lesson.
The case registered by the area police reads: “The teacher punched him
repeatedly, grabbed him by his hair and hit his head against a wall, all the while
yelling at him". As a result, the boy collapsed in the classroom, and died instantly. It
also emerged that the teacher was in the habit of beating students. Some six months
back, he was fired from service on the charge of beating students, but he returned,
only to kill a student.
Though death due to corporal punishment is a rare incident, we keep reading various news items in dailies and listening to such incidents on television channels every other day that a teacher broke a hand, an arm, a leg, a teeth or some
other part of a student’s body. Mostly, people take it as a societal norm or a routine
that corporal punishment is part and parcel of getting education in schools. Even
the Pakistani law also allows corporal punishment in schools. The Section 89 of the
PPC (Pakistan Penal Code 1860) empowers parents, teachers and other guardians
to use corporal punishment as a means to discipline and correct the behaviour of
under-12 children. However, reads the section further, such punishment is required
to be moderate and reasonable.
Dr. Shireen Mazari, Federal Minister for Human Rights, sees the death of
Hunain Bilal as a horrific incident. In a telephonic conversation with Cutting Edge,
she says it was not the first incident to happen in schools of Pakistan. She regretted
that a bill against corporal punishment had been pending with the law ministry for
vetting for the past four years. She hoped that it would be cleared soon. The minister
says the state’s failure to protect its children stems from its inability to address corporal punishment effectively, be it through official policy or through a structured national narrative aimed at stigmatising and eventually outlawing violence against
children. However, she adds, since the 18th Amendment, the Centre devolved certain subjects to the provinces and constitutionally empowered them to legislate on
a wide range of matters. Child protection and corporal punishment are among the
areas that the provinces can directly legislate on. But it is painful to note that even
after the passage of the 18th Amendment almost eight years ago, no specific law
exists in the Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa or Balochistan that outlaws the physical
and/or mental torture of students at the hands of their teachers. Sindh is the only
province that has a dedicated law against corporal punishment (enacted in March
2017), though it is also not in practice fully. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, under Sections
34 and 35 of the KP Child Rights Act, all forms of corporal punishment are prohibited.
Again, not implemented in letter and spirit.
As far as the Punjab is concerned, there is no specific, formal law in the
province that criminalises all kinds of physical and mental torture against children.
The provincial government has been trying to address the crisis only with a standing
administrative order issued under the slogan of “Maar Nahi Pyar” (affection, not
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beatings). The order was issued by the Punjab Education Department in 2005,
under then-military ruler Pervez Musharraf’s regime.
Punjab Minister for Human Rights and Minorities Affairs Ejaz Alam Augustine blames the previous rulers for the situation. Talking to Cutting Edge by telephone, he claims that the Punjab ruling alliance as well the opposition parties have
now reached a consensus that they will legislate on corporal punishment. A bill will
be moved in the Punjab Assembly to end corporal punishment in educational institutes, he promises.
However, there is no guarantee that teachers would stop smacking students as soon some laws are enacted in the Centre as well as provinces. Parents
might have changed their mindsets about physical punishment to children in
schools, but teachers have not. A study launched by the education campaign, Alif
Ailaan, recently revealed that over 70pc of teachers in the country agree with the
statement that corporal punishment is useful in imparting education.
The Voice of Teachers, the study on Pakistani teachers, was conducted
by the Society for the Advancement of Education, in partnership with Alif Ailaan.
The study is based on an extensive survey of more than 1,250 teachers and head
teachers in government and private schools across the country. The survey interviewed 1,264 teachers (823 teachers and 441 head teachers) from 634 government
and private schools in 15 districts, covering urban and rural areas in all four
provinces.
Saman Naz, Alif Ailaan's research director, agrees that widespread use
of corporal punishment affects a child’s willingness to go to school and their behaviour in the classroom. However, she terms it worrisome that teachers across the
board seem to view corporal punishment as useful. Sharing the study findings with
Cutting Edge at a workshop, Ms Naz says an overwhelming majority of teachers
(73%) either agree or strongly agree with the statement that corporal punishment is
useful. Overall, the proportion of private school teachers (78%) who strongly agree
exceeds that of government teachers (73%).
That means, it’s not simply a matter of legislation but also a change of the
mindset and behaviour. Teachers will have to be told scientifically that corporal punishment damages children’s development. Sociologists and psychologists say children, who are sad, confused, anxious or angry, cannot concentrate on the work or
play they need for developing their potential. Researches show that children, who
are disciplined at home in alternative ways, without being hurt, do better at school
than others whose parents or teachers use physical punishment.
During teacher trainings, preaching the teachers would not be sufficient
that corporal punishment is damaging for the development of students. They will
also have to be given some alternatives to impart lessons to their students effectively.
Experts say praising students could be an alternative to corporal punishment. If you
praise children when they obey or do things well, this encourages them to model
their behaviour on positive reinforcements. Praise also encourages them to learn
self-discipline. Secondly, restorative justice involves both victim and offender in a
meeting aimed at planning a way to repair any harm caused. These techniques
have been successfully used by school governing bodies seeking alternative punishments in the school system in various countries.
Teachers can use guidance and counselling methods more effectively
with older children. In these situations, call on a relative if needs be, one with whom
a child has a special relationship or an older person in the family or community for
whom the child really has respect. Ask this person to discuss the negative effects
on your child’s behaviour with your child, and to provide guidance on what the expectations of the child are.
Experts believe this is an area which needs a lot of efforts yet. All concerned, parents, teachers, society representatives, government authorities and departments would have to play a proactive role if we want to provide a corporal
punishment-free environment in our educational institutions.
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Governance

Pakistan’s problems
Faheem Amir
XA state falls when there prevails ignorance, corruption, disunity, class division,
poverty, injustice, unethical customs, lust for power, intolerance, extremism, poor
law and order, sick economy, weak institutions, traitors, unprincipled leaders,
overpopulation, cruel, immoral ruling elite and the “might is right” principle.
Arnold Toynbee, a great historian, asserts in his 12-volume magnum opus
“A Study of History”: “Great civilisations are not murdered. Instead, they take their
own lives”. Luke Kemp, describing various causes of a society’s decline, writes
in the BBC news, “Inequality and oligarchy: Wealth and political inequality can
be central drivers of social disintegration, as can oligarchy and centralisation of
power among leaders. This not only causes social distress, but also handicaps
a society’s ability to respond to ecological, social and economic problems”.
Prof Paul Ehrlich, writer of The Population Bomb, while talking to the
Guardian, asserts, “Population growth, along with over-consumption per capita,
is driving civilisation over the edge: billions of people are now hungry or micronutrient malnourished, and climate disruption is killing people.”
Tragically, all these causes and factors which prove instrumental in dismantling the edifice of a society and state can be found in Pakistan. Since August 14,
1947, Pakistani state has not been able to achieve its pristine goal of creating a
moderate, equitable, prosperous, peaceful, and healthy society. However, its ruling elite has formed a system which is supporting its cruel rule and corruption relentlessly. Due to this flawed governing and controlling system, the state has
already lost East Pakistan in 1971. Unfortunately, the ruling elite has not learnt
any lesson from the tragedy. It is still not willing to form people-friendly political,
economic, social, judicial, educational and health policies. On the contrary, to
prolong its cruel rule and strengthen its hold, the ruling elite has made all the institutions weak and corrupt by their unpatriotic policies. Resultantly, all the institutions and systems of the state and government, like the Judiciary, legislature,
executive, police, the FBR, FIA, etc. are supporting the ruling elite and powerful
people in plundering the resources of the state. While the poor and weak are
leading very miserable, helpless and fearful life.
The entire history of Pakistan shows that the judiciary has been used to get
the “the doctrine of necessity” verdict for legitimising unlawful and illegal rule,
punishing and controlling opponents. Even, Pakistan Chief Justice Asif Saeed
Khosa has categorically declared that the credibility of the accountability process
is at stake and the government should take urgent steps to dispel the impression.
“We, as a relevant organ of the state, also feel that a growing perception that the
process of accountability being pursued in the country at present is lopsided and
is a part of political engineering is a dangerous perception and some remedial
steps need to be taken urgently so that the process does not lose credibility,” the
CJP said while speaking at the opening ceremony of the new judicial year 201920. “As an important and independent organ of the state responsible for safeguarding the constitutional ethos of the country, we feel that such loss of political
space in governance may not augur well for the future of the country as a constitutional democracy,” the chief justice feared. “The recovery of the stolen wealth
of the citizenry is a noble cause and it must be legitimately and legally pursued
where it is due. But if in the process the constitutional and legal morality of society
and the recognised standards of fairness and impartiality are compromised, then
retrieval of the lost constitutional and legal morality may pose an even bigger
challenge to society at large in the days to come,” he added.
It is a proven fact that many judges like Chief Justice Muhammad Munir, Justice Malik Mohammad Qayyum, and now judge Arshad Malik etc. have damaged
the sanctity of the institution by supporting the powerful elite and rulers and indulging in unethical practices. Reprimanding judge Arshad Malik heavily for his
conduct, CJP Asif Saeed Khosa, in the Supreme Court judgment, wrote: "His
admitted conduct emerging from that press release and the affidavit stinks and
the stench of such stinking conduct has the tendency to bring a bad name to the
entire judiciary as an institution," the judgment read. "His sordid and disgusting
conduct has made the thousands of honest, upright, fair and proper judges in
the country hang their heads in shame," the CJP said.
Shamelessly, PML-N leader Maryam Nawaz, a member of the “Sicilian
mafia”, also threatened to expose more sitting judges through videos if Nawaz
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Sharif and other family members were not given an NRO. This is a classic example of an immoral and unethical society, where politicians, including a woman,
don’t feel any shame to blackmail judges and judiciary. Tragically, the judicial system, including the NAB and FIA, is not able to punish powerful people like Nawaz
Sharif, Shahbaz Sharif, Maryam, Hamza Shahbaz, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Saad
Rafique, Asif Ali Zardari, Faryal Talpur, Khursheed Shah, Siraj Durani, Pervez
Musharraf, Altaf Hussain etc. for their corruption and anti-state activities.
All politicians, who have been arrested, are enjoying all facilities even in jails
and NAB custody. Is this not a mockery of justice? On the other hand, many innocent and poor people have been punished, jailed and even hanged under the
flawed judicial system. Two brothers, Ghulam Sarwar and Ghulam Qadir, were
wrongly sentenced to death in May 2005. On October 6, 2016, the Supreme
Court declared them innocent. But the brothers had already been hanged on
October 13, 2015. In another case, Asia Bibi, who was sentenced to death on
blasphemy charges in 2010, proved innocent by the Supreme Court in 2018,
after spending eight years in solitary confinement. Muhammad Aslam, the Ghulam brothers' nephew, has aptly said: “There is no justice in this country for the
poor - maybe there is for the rich."
According to Justice Project Pakistan (JPP) Director Sarah Belal, "there are
very deep structural problems in Pakistan's criminal justice system. Anyone who
works within it, victims, lawyers, judges, prosecutors, all the way to the Supreme
Court knows that something needs to be done."
All powerful people, including politicians, businessmen, feudal lords, religious
leaders etc, use the police to suppress poor people, crush rivals, win elections
and enhance their power and influence in society. With the support of the powerful
and corrupt people, the police commit all sorts of atrocities, including extra-judicial
encounters.
The Model Town carnage and the Sahiwal tragedy are some examples which
show the brutality of the Punjab police and helplessness of the poor and ordinary
people. The Punjab police have also written other stories of brutality by killing
five people, including Salahuddin, a mentally retarded person, Amir Maseeh etc.
with torture during recent weeks. Many other videos have also been circulated
on social media which show policemen beating an elderly woman outside the
IGP’s office and torturing labourer Muhammad Anwar in Hafizabad. According
to the HRCP, “3,345 people have been killed in police encounters from January
2014 to May 2018. Ten passersby were also killed and 53 injured in the encounters. Sindh is on top of the list of killing people in police encounters from January
2014 to May 2018”. According to the JPP, “Torture is accepted as an inevitable
part of law enforcement in Pakistan, and perpetrators of torture are granted impunity through a combination of socio-cultural acceptance, lack of independent
oversight, widespread powers of arrest and detention, procedural loopholes and
ineffective safeguards, including Pakistan’s failure to criminalize torture despite
being a signatory of the UN Convention Against Torture.”
Unfortunately, law enforcement agencies have failed even to protect children
as four bodies of children that were abused in Kasur’s Chunian area have been
discovered. The murder of six-year-old Zainab in Kasur last year had shocked
the entire country. Before it, a scandal of 200 abused children had broken out in
Husain Khanwala village in Kasur. Now, another child abuse case has been unearthed in the Samundari area of Faisalabad district. In the case more than 30
children have been victims of abuse. According to Sahil, an NGO, child abuse
cases have increased by 11 percent in 2018 from 2017. There are reports that
Zainab's rapist was forced by the police to admit other child abuse cases just to
placate the people. The recurring incidents clearly show that the police are also
involved in the crime as they are not arresting the real criminals behind the
heinous crime and business. In short, poor people are now guarding themselves
not only against militants but also law enforcement agencies in Pakistan.
Imran Khan's PTI government is also using the Punjab police for protecting
its own interests. He has forgotten his promise to change the colonial nature of
police. The Punjab police, the colonial machine, are now serving their new political masters and protecting their interests in society very efficiently. Another dream
has been shattered. Another leader has deceived the poor Pakistanis.
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Crisis

World conscience
and Kashmir
M. Fazal Elahi
It has been more than a month since occupied Kashmir has been under siege
of the merciless Indian forces. The persisting extremely volatile situation in Indian occupied Kashmir (IoK) where men, women and children are being
brazenly maimed and obliterated, where unparalleled human rights abuses
are being blatantly committed, and where people are being held incommunicado from the outside world, has so far not been able to make any impact on
the hearts and minds of the insensitive civilized world.
The unrelenting round-the-clock curfew imposed in the awe-inspiring occupied territory by the brazen Indian forces, under diktats from none other than
the despotic government of Indian Premier Modi, has brought life to a complete
standstill in the valley. Unambiguously, the situation is getting worse by the
hour, not by the day. What, however, is mindboggling is the incorrigibly feeble
response of the world community, international human rights organizations,
and above all, the United Nations (UN) and the US towards the rapidly deteriorating Kashmir entanglement.
Why this glaring apathy, particularly of the UN, the US, and the other powers
that be, towards the ongoing inordinately critical Kashmir situation? Thus far,
whatever has been stated vis-à-vis the deteriorating Kashmir issue by the UN,
the US, and the other world powers and the Islamic world is mere rhetoric.
Nothing concrete has been said or done so far to reflect the seriousness of the
world community to sincerely and assertively address the Kashmir problem;
an issue that the world knows has every potential to explode into a catastrophic
nuclear conflict between India and Pakistan.
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC), after its closed door consultative meeting on the issue of Jammu and Kashmir, held on August 16, 2019,
did pronounce Kashmir as a disputed territory. It also clearly said that IoK certainly is not an internal matter of India, as claimed by the Indian government.
UN Secretary General António Guterres also emphasized the need to resolve
the issue in accordance with applicable Security Council Resolutions and the
Charter of the UN. The US too said that it was seriously perturbed by the deteriorating Kashmir situation, and that the matter should be resolved through
dialogue between India and Pakistan. Some of the Islamic countries as well
expressed the same concerns, as the US and other countries, regarding the
rapidly deteriorating Kashmir situation. But that was all about it. Nothing significant has so far been said or done by the international community that would
reflect its seriousness in resolving the Kashmir conundrum, once and for all.
The only country that came out strongly and vociferously on the issue was
none other than Pakistan’s time-tested and all-weather ally, China. As a matter
of fact, the UNSC consultative meeting on Jammu and Kashmir was called on
China’s request. As reported by a leading newspaper of the country, "Only one
of the five permanent members, China, openly favoured Pakistan." The remaining four permanent members, Britain, France, Russia and the US, only
desired India and Pakistan to address the Kashmir dispute in a bilateral setup,” the report said.
The feeble stance of the UN and the US in particular, and the world community in general, vis-à-vis occupied Kashmir, reflects nothing but their
hypocrisy in resolving issues of international consequence. This can be lucidly
gauged from some commendable actions taken by the world body, the US,
and the other powers that be, in the past, on issues of international significance
equally important as the ongoing Kashmir issue.
East Timor is the first case in point. A quick glance of the history of East
Timor will unfold the facts that led to the independence of East Timor from Indonesia. As reported in the international media, many countries of the world,
including Australia, effectively looked the other way, prepared to appease Indonesia because of its size and power in the region. In 1978, Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm Fraser was the first to recognise Jakarta’s de facto annexation. But the UN condemned it and called for an act of self-determination. The
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crucial role that the United Nations (UN) played in getting East Timor ultimately
freed from the clutches of Indonesia cannot be overemphasized. In the 1990s,
a combination of the independence movement gaining strength, growing worldwide pressure and political reform in Indonesia led to a UN-sponsored referendum on independence on August 30, 1999. Unambiguously, the UN played
a persuasive role and prevailed on Indonesia to grant the right of self-determination to the browbeaten people of East Timor.
The second case in point is South Sudan. It gained its independence from
the Republic of Sudan in 2011. This made it the newest sovereign state to have
emerged on the map of the world in the 21st century, with widespread recognition. How sustained and effective was the role of the United Nations Security
Council in supporting the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army? As reported in the international media, “the Security Council, by its resolution 1590
(2005) of 24 March 2005, decided to establish the United Nations Mission in
the Sudan (UNMIS) to support implementation of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement signed by the government of Sudan and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army on January 9, 2005; and to perform certain functions
relating to humanitarian assistance, and protection and promotion of human
rights. UNMIS provided good offices and political support to the parties, monitored and verified their security arrangements and assisted in a number of
other areas, including governance, recovery and development. South Sudan
became an independent state on July 9, 2011, following 98.83% support for
independence in a January 2011 referendum”.
Thus, it can be dexterously concluded that the role of the United Nations
with regard to the independence of both East Timor and South Sudan has been
inordinately crucial. Strongly backed by the powers that be, the world body,
one must admit, played a pivotal role in helping the two subjugated nations
gain independence from the clutches of their subjugators.
In the backdrop of the circumstances, one is perplexed to appreciate why
the UN, the US, and the other world powers are so averse to deal with the
issue of Indian occupied Kashmir (IoK) with the same passion and conviction
with which it pursued and ultimately resolved the East Timor and South
Sudan imbroglio. Doesn’t this reflect their double standards? Resolution of
the issue of Indian held Kashmir should be much easier and justifiable than
East Timor and South Sudan for the UN and the powers that be. Why is it
so? It is because Indian occupied Kashmir already stands declared as a disputed territory under the UN Resolution of 1948, which proclaims that the
issue of occupied Kashmir has to be resolved in accordance with the significant resolution of the world body, by granting the right of self-determination
to the people of Kashmir.
Brutalities being committed by the treacherous Indian forces in IoK continue
unabated. It has crossed all bounds of civility. The ever-belligerent Indian government, headed by a ludicrous and hot-headed person like Modi, is doing
everything in its power to suppress the freedom movement of the gallant Kashmiri people. Emboldened by the insensitivity of the UN and the world powers,
India has audaciously and blatantly rejected the UN Resolution of 1948 on occupied Kashmir. It is on a confrontational mode with Pakistan, for providing political, diplomatic and moral support to the movement of the Kashmiri people.
India must realize, the sooner the better, that the Pakistani nation has stood by
the people of occupied Kashmir for over seven decades now. It will continue
to stand by them till its last breath and till the last drop of its blood, no matter
whatever the consequences. Will the UN, backed by the US and the other
world powers, set its foot down and prevail on India to urgently hold a plebiscite
in occupied Kashmir as was done in the case of East Timor and South Sudan?
The sooner this is done the better it would be not only for the two volatile nuclear powers, India and Pakistan, which are on the verge of a potential nuclear
standoff, but also for the region and, perhaps, for the entire world.

October 1-15, 2019
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Sense and sensibility!
Fakir S. Ayazuddin

Finally, it seems that our Prime Minister has woken up to the parts of governance that affect the masses. Reducing the fuel prices is a step in the
right direction and appreciated by the public at large.
My cousin Syeda Abida Hussain, a minister at that time, related an incident to me many years ago of how she was shopping for vegetables and
when she inquired about the high price of potatoes on offer, the vegetable
seller replied; “Madam, have you seen the price of petrol?” to which she
replied; “What has the price of petrol got to do with the price of potatoes?”
The reply in return was swift and cogent. “Madam, do you think the potatoes walked to the market?” This little exchange underscores the co-relation between commodity prices and fuel. It succinctly sums up the deep
connection between the cost of moving products, to and from the markets
that affects the public at large.
When the government increased the price of fuel three times in the last
12 months, we were horrified at the harsh conditions that these increases
would add on to the prices of all commodities. And so it is a step in the right
direction by the new economic financial adviser to the PM, Dr. Hafeez Shaikh.
He is a refreshing new face and is the one bright spark that can light up an
entire cabinet and this should be applauded and more such placements
should be encouraged. The question arises, as to why objections were not
raised by the members of the cabinet when these increases were applied
three times in the year. Did they not realize the damage being done to the
poor of Pakistan? The hue and cry was largely stifled not moving along the
chain to the ears that matter and remain unheard. These increases affected
every person in Pakistan, making life much more difficult. This was an obvious attempt to sabotage the smooth running of Imran Khan’s newly established government. Possibly, taking advantage by the enemy within. The
saboteurs in the bureaucracy were determined to creating obstacles and denied the government of Imran Khan any success. He did not see hurdles
being created deliberately to sabotage his government and its performance.
As the Prime Minister is the recipient of kudos and brickbats, being incharge of the government. However, the damage to the government with
each increase was colossal and sent a message of sublime disdain for the
people. This uncaring for the people was far from the truth, and did not
show the deep concern that Imran Khan has felt for the plight of the people.
It is not surprising that the sabotage was unnoticed by the cabinet members and none chose to highlight the dangerous sinister move, so deeply
bruited by the anti-Imran forces in and around the cabinet. Imran must understand that backstabbing is the political norm everywhere and minefields
are the rule and not an exception. He must learn to guard himself against
saboteurs from within his government. The attacks from the PML-N and
the PPP are to be expected. What is doubly dangerous are the attacks
from his own party members.
Many Pakistanis believe that Nawaz Sharif and Asif Zardari deserve
harsh punishments for their crimes. The anger expressed by people shows
how widespread is the revulsion against the Sharifs for their behavior when
in power. The Sharif and Zardari families should learn that breaking the
laws comes at a very high and painful cost. The long cavalcades of limousine and bullet-proof vehicles, accompanying them, to and from courts and
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jails, should be removed, and these criminals should be forced to walk to,
and from the jail, without any protection. If they are attacked and injured,
so be it. Citizens should also be allowed to view these criminals in their
prison cells. It is not understandable why the courts are taking so long to
find the politicians guilty of their crimes. The huge amount discovered in
their possession is proof enough. Why is the punishment taking so long?
The judges should also realize that the delay in passing sentence can
be viewed as leniency towards the criminals, and maybe used against the
judges themselves. Too many instances are surfacing about the blackmailing and pressures exerted on the judiciary by PML-N activists.
Interestingly enough, the judgments are sometime reversed in the favor
of the Sharifs. No one has yet been convicted of blackmailing or threatening the judges. This imbalance should be corrected and judges like Justice
Malik Abdul Qayyum who was filmed taking instructions from Saif-urRehman should be punished for their collusion in that judgment. A very
serious crime indeed, almost as serious as the attack on former Pakistan
Chief Justice Syed Sajjad Ali Shah. That crime alone should have debarred Nawaz Sharif from political office forever. The PML-N should have
been disqualified as a political party forever for crimes against the judiciary
using political muscle.
Returning to the lowering of fuel prices, it was a step in the right direction. Imran Khan is a popular figure and he is now taking correct and popular decisions. People would be happier to learn if harsh sentences were
to be announced for the law breakers and looters of public money. The
harsher the better, the louder the cheers.
Meanwhile, it is learned that the export of wheat has been banned and
the prices of flour have shown a corresponding decrease. These are steps
welcomed by the people and shows that Imran’s government cares. The
people will appreciate these gestures because they have a real effect on
the common man, to lessen the burden of everyday life.
Dr. Hafeez Shaikh is to be complimented on these measures which are
pro-public and necessary in a political setup. This is the hallmark of good
governance.
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Turmoil

Egypt’s revolution redux
Mohamad Elmasry

.For years, articles and analyses have predicted that another Egyptian uprising was a matter of when, not if. We may possibly be getting an answer
to the "when" question.
Recently, Egyptians in several governorates organised anti-government protests demanding the resignation of current President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi. Chants in major squares and streets across the nation mirrored the
now-famous chants of the Arab Spring protests which led to the removal
of longtime dictator Hosni Mubarak in February 2011.
The protests prominently featured what became one of the central slogans of the 2011 uprising: "The people want the fall of the regime." The
protests continued in the city of Suez, with smaller demonstrations reported in Cairo and Mahalla. The weekend demonstrations came at the
behest of Mohamed Ali, a disgruntled former military contractor living in
self-exile in Spain. Earlier this month, he started releasing self-recorded
videos critical of the regime, in which he provided intricate details of alleged
corruption, including lavish spending by President el-Sisi and his family.
Ali worked with the military for more than a decade. Given his insider
status, many Egyptians believe his allegations are credible. The recordings
have been viewed millions of times, and several prominent hashtags have
taken over the Egyptian Twittersphere. A week ago, Ali called on Egyptians
to hit the streets in protest. As a result, hundreds of people in several cities,
including Cairo, responded to his call and walked out to demonstrate
against the regime, to the surprise of many observers. Ali has subsequently released more recordings, asking Egyptian defence minister Mohamed Zaki to arrest Sisi, and the army to stand by the people.
On September 14, in an unprecedented act of defensiveness, el-Sisi
responded directly to Ali’s claims during a speech at a hastily organised
National Youth Conference. The president appeared to confirm, rather than
deny, the allegations that he ordered the construction of lavish presidential
palaces. “Yes, I have built presidential palaces, and will continue to do so,”
he said. The government initially tried to discredit Ali as a sympathiser of
the Muslim Brotherhood, the now-outlawed group that won several elections in post-revolution Egypt, but those efforts failed. Streams of credible
evidence from Ali's political, business and personal history make it clear
that he is not an Islamist.
Then the government switched gears entirely, trying to present Ali as
an ungodly womaniser. This strategy also failed. Even Islamist media outlets based abroad have been overtly sympathetic to the former military
contractor, calling him a hero and urging Egyptians to overlook his personal life.
The response to Ali's calls for protest seems to confirm that, for many
Egyptians, such details are insignificant. Predictably, el-Sisi's sycophantic
media outlets downplayed the protests as small and unimportant. This was
the same strategy employed by the Mubarak regime in 2011. But images
and footage of protests, which took place near the symbolic Tahrir Square
area and elsewhere in Cairo, as well as in a number of other cities, including Alexandria, Mansoura and Suez, were widely circulated on social
media and attracted the attention of foreign media.
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Given the larger context of Egyptian politics, the demonstrations are
quite meaningful, even if they are still smaller than the anti-Mubarak
protests of 2011. Protests were effectively banned in Egypt in 2013 after
security forces cracked down on anti-coup sit-ins on August 14, 2013,
killing more than 900 protesters at two large sit-in sites in Cairo. In a subsequent report, Human Rights Watch said the massacres constituted
“likely crimes against humanity”.
Since the summer of 2013, more than 60,000 people have been arrested, many for protesting illegally; and hundreds of others have been
forcibly disappeared. In detention centres and jails, there has been routine
use of torture, including rape.
Given the demonstrable authoritarianism and brutality of the el-Sisi
regime, and the overall risk associated with all forms of public dissent, it is
difficult to dismiss the current protests as small or insignificant. If nothing
else, Egyptians have broken a formidable barrier of fear. Egyptians have
long been dissatisfied with key aspects of el-Sisi's rule. The president has
effectively prevented scientific polling in Egypt, so there is no way to accurately determine his true approval rating.
From the standpoint of the revolutionaries who hit the streets to protest
against Mubarak in January 2011, el-Sisi has failed on all fronts. In particular, freedoms are far fewer today than they were under Mubarak, and the
economic situation has worsened.
El-Sisi's key economic projects - a new capital city with a water park
and massive tower, and the Suez Canal expansion - are seen by experts
as acts of wasteful spending that will not meaningfully benefit Egypt or
Egyptians. At the same time, he is perceived to have mismanaged the nation's water crisis, mishandled the country's crumbling infrastructure, and
acted against national interest by giving away two islands in the Red Sea
to Saudi Arabia.
Today, about one-third of Egyptians live in poverty, on less than $1.50
per day. More realistic poverty markers suggest Egypt's poverty rate is
much higher than that. Inflation rates and austerity measures, including
subsidy cuts, have made it difficult for the average Egyptian to commute
to work, put food on the table or seek medical treatment.
In the face of poverty, political mismanagement and economic disarray,
and el-Sisi's persistent references in his public speeches to how "very
poor" Egypt is, Ali's insider tales of lavish spending of taxpayer money by
the president, his family and close confidants have fuelled public anger.
Regardless of how things play out in the immediate future, the current
protests might signal the beginning of the end for el-Sisi's rule. In the coming days and weeks, pressure is likely to continue to mount.
If protests are large enough, and especially if they are prolonged, the
military may be forced to intervene to eliminate the president from the political scene. Given fractures within the power structure, there may be some
in the military apparatus who are itching for such an opportunity.
If and when that happens, the larger and more important questions will
revolve around how Egyptians who aspire for true democracy can overcome an authoritarian system that extends far beyond a single man.
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Xenophobia

Trump’s asylum ban will worsen
a crisis the US helped create
Lauren Carasik

In yet another devastating blow to refugees fleeing violence, chaos and
deprivation in Central America, on September 11, the US Supreme Court
allowed the Trump administration to implement a near-total ban on asylum
seekers at the southern border while litigation seeking to block the rule
proceeds.
Issued in July, the rule functionally bars asylum for migrants - including
unaccompanied children - who arrive at the southern border after travelling
through a third country without being denied asylum there first. Its implementation will have catastrophic consequences for refugees and worsen
the escalating humanitarian crisis that US President Donald Trump's racist
policies have already unleashed.
Aimed primarily at refugees from the Northern Triangle countries of El
Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, the ban also applies to migrants from
South America, Africa and elsewhere. The move is the latest salvo in
Trump's xenophobic efforts to close the US to migrants he deems undesirable, including his Muslim ban, the "metering" process controlling who
can access the southern border to request asylum, and his "Remain in
Mexico" programme, which has stranded more than 40,000 migrants in
harrowing conditions as they await processing of their asylum requests.
He has also worked to systematically eviscerate asylum standards,
both substantively and procedurally, while attempting to deter asylum seekers through calamitous family separations and horrific conditions of detention, all amid reports the administration is contemplating dramatic new
reductions in refugee admissions. Immigration policies were deeply flawed
before Trump, but they have grown immeasurably crueller under his watch.
The right to petition for asylum is enshrined in domestic and international law. The 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 protocol evince a
global understanding of collective responsibility to shelter those seeking
refuge from persecution, and is incorporated into US law. The Immigration
and Nationality Act holds that a noncitizen who is physically present or arrives in the United States may apply for asylum, with two exceptions: when
she is "firmly resettled" in another country first, or is covered by a safe third
country agreement.
Neither transiting through a country, nor being forced to wait there constitutes firm settlement. The latter exception requires a formal agreement
between the US and the third country that ensures a host of safeguards to
protect migrants from persecution and full and fair procedures to adjudicate
their asylum claims.
Given the pervasive criminal networks, inadequate infrastructure and
lack of political will to protect migrants' rights, and growing hostility towards
them, the suggestion that Mexico or its immediate southern neighbours
can satisfy this standard is tragically absurd. Already grim conditions at
the border are deteriorating as refugees await their fate.
To shore up his actions, Trump has attempted to strong-arm Mexico and
Guatemala into signing safe third country agreements. Despite widespread
opposition in his country, outgoing Guatemalan President Jimmy Morales
agreed to sign the deal, though the fate of the accord remains unclear.
Mexico, which has thus far resisted a formal agreement, is cracking
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down on refugees at Trump's behest. His administration is reportedly seeking similar agreements with Honduras and El Salvador, despite the bitter
irony that it is precisely the mayhem and misery in these countries from
which the refugees are fleeing.
In addition to running afoul of the law, the ban is unconscionable, given
the US's long and sordid role supporting rights-abusing regimes in Central
America. Washington continues to provide security aid for governments
that engage in state-sponsored repression and embrace militarised
counter-narcotics and anti-gang policies that stoke violence, and ignores
systemic corruption. Trump is exhorting the countries to embrace a militarised approach to immigration enforcement as well.
Economically, the US has promoted its neoliberal agenda through trade
policies and international financial institutions that enhance the climate for
US investors while further immiserating the poor. And as he railed against
refugees, Trump punitively slashed aid to the Northern Triangle earlier this
year in a move that even puzzled many of his supporters. The violence
and poverty afflicting Central America do not occur in a vacuum.
Though misguided US policies are long-standing, Trump's patent indifference to corruption and human rights removes the pretence of concern
about the plight of beleaguered Central Americans.
His administration turned a blind eye when embattled Morales threw
out the well-respected UN-backed anti-corruption commission CICIG after
the body put him and his family in its crosshairs for graft, and is standing
by Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez despite the tainted 2017
election and mounting evidence of corruption, including links to drug-traffickers. His brother Tony Hernandez is currently awaiting trial in the US on
drug and weapons charges.
The US has contributed to the humanitarian crisis in other ways as well.
It is the primary consumer of drugs flowing through the region, and its lax
gun control laws make arms trafficking lucrative and cartels more deadly.
Less directly but no less consequentially, climate change is increasingly
driving migration from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador, where
drought, hurricanes, and mudslides are rendering areas uninhabitable, exacerbating food insecurity and poverty, and threatening employment for
the roughly 30 percent of people who work in the agricultural sector.
These countries have been responsible for a vanishingly small amount
of the carbon emissions that cause climate change, while the US's historical contributions have been immense. Though the World Bank warns that
extreme weather could drive between 1.4 and 2.9 million people to flee
their homes in Mexico and Central America over the next three decades,
Trump calls climate change a hoax and guts efforts to ease the coming
catastrophe. Displacement will only grow worse.
The US has built its prosperity on a global economy that has bled
Northern Triangle countries dry, and long propped up the corrupt and brutal
governments that serve its own geopolitical interests, irrespective of the
human costs. Washington bears a deep moral responsibility to mitigate,
not worsen, the staggering humanitarian crisis that its past and present
policies have helped to create.
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Your View
Dog bites

NSC ordeal
My mother shifted from Lahore to Islamabad, and I approached
a local Islamabad branch of the National Savings Centre in F10 to get her Behbud Saving Certificates transferred from Lahore on Aug 7, 2019. The branch manager was kind enough to
“warn” me that unless I personally followed up the matter, it
would take three to four weeks before the BSCs would be

There is an immense shortage of rabies vaccine at the global level.
After China, India is the only country to produce ARV vaccine in Asia.
Pakistan imports the vaccine from India but the increasing political tensions between the two countries have affected the supply to Pakistan.
The prevalence of dog bites in Pakistan is extremely high. This year
69,000 dog-bite cases were reported in Sindh resulting in the death of
six people owing to the unavailability of ARV. This alarming situation

transferred.
I started following up the matter after a fortnight with the NSC
Lahore centre and was told that it would take a few more days.
Thereafter, I have visited the local saving centre three times

needs to be tackled urgently. There are also reports that the vaccines
are being sold in the black at high prices. The Sindh government and
health department should make serious efforts to address the issue.
Ali Gul Leghari

about my case status. Losing patience, I lodged a complaint

Dadu

with the assistant director of NSC Lahore, who told me that the
cheque had been sent to the Islamabad NSC centre on Sept
19, more than 40 days after I made the request.
I am astounded that in an era where electronic-money transfers
take minutes, it took the NSC 42 days to transfer my mother’s
Behbud certificates. Moreover, my aged mother will also lose
the profit for the period until the Islamabad NSC reopens her
account in the requisite branch. The other pressing issue I observed in my six week ordeal was the total lack of punctuality
by NSC staff. The complaint I lodged with the NSC website
more than two weeks ago remains unanswered.
Dr Syed Ghazanfar Abbas
Islamabad

Biometric verification
Every bank in Pakistan under the instructions of the State Bank of Pakistan has undertaken a massive exercise for biometric verification of its
account holders. After having the biometrics done, I demanded a receipt of the activity from the bank which was carried out with help from
the National Database and Registration Authority. But the bank refused
to provide a copy of the receipt in which my personal details were available. The banks pretext was that they were not allowed to do so by the
State Bank of Pakistan. When I asked them to produce the SBP orders, they did not have a copy of such a notification. My request to the
SBP Governor is to clarify the bank’s position on the issue.

HIV programme

Ziauddin A.Khan
Islamabad

According to a media report, Rs1b endowment fund has been approved for persons affected by HIV/AIDS. I think the decision needs
to be reviewed, because this might end up like Sindh chief minister’s hepatitis control programme, which failed because of embezzlement.
Patients’ tests were not properly done, while the efficacy of drugs
was not maintained. One of the major reasons for the failure of the
hepatitis programme was the unavailability of drugs. Likewise,
malaria and tuberculosis control programmes met the same fate.
TB could not be controlled because proper doses of drugs were not
taken by patients, while at least six months of medication is needed
to control the disease. Patients do not complete their treatment and
stop taking medicine after a few months. Besides, drugs’ efficacy is

Politics of production orders
The provision for issuing production orders by the speakers of the national and provincial assemblies and the senate chairman flows from
the rules made by these Houses and not from any duly enacted act of
parliament. The status of these rules is inferior to that of an act of parliament. An action initiated under an act cannot be halted, intervened
or detracted by or under these rules. The action initiated against an
MNA, MPA or a senator under a valid act (e.g. the PPC, CrPC or NAB
law) should not be thwarted, intervened or disturbed under the guise
of the rules. Moreover, the absence of one or two members from a
house will not subvert the proceedings, nor does every member of the

also doubtful.
To overcome the issues and make the HIV/AIDS control programme

house make useful contributions. Do they not seek usual leave from

a success, the authorities concerned should launch a portal for a

their respective houses — even when the assemblies and senate

rehabilitation fund for the HIV/AIDS programme. This way, patients

sessions are in progress? What input have the members who bene-

will be registered online through the portal application. The portal

fited from production orders made in house proceedings? In my opin-

application should be in Urdu, English and Sindhi.

ion the production order system must be done away with.
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We’ve lost 3 billion birds since 1970
in North America

Ancient crystal growths in caves reveal
seas rose 16 meters in a warmer world

Jonathan Lambert

Lucas Laursen

Nearly 3 billion fewer birds exist in North
America today than in 1970. While scientists have known for decades that certain
kinds of birds have struggled as humans
(and bird-gobbling cats) encroach on their
habitats, a new comprehensive tally
shows the staggering extent of the loss. Nearly 1 in 3 birds — or 29 percent
— has vanished in the last half century, researchers report.
Looking at the loss of individual birds sets this study apart, says Hillary
Young, an ecologist at the University of California, Santa Barbara who was
not involved in the study. “So much of the focus in conservation is on the
loss of species,” but individual birds play an important role in ecosystems,
pollinating plants, dispersing seeds and controlling pests. “Often it’s the common, abundant birds that keep these ecosystems ticking,” Young says.
Some biologists argue that, as rarer birds disappear, more common ones
will swoop in and fill their niches. These common birds might be more adaptable, and able to persist as habitat shrinks, keeping the overall numbers of
birds stable and basic ecosystem services intact.
But without a broad beakcount over many decades, “we just didn’t know for
sure,” says Kenneth Rosenberg, an ornithologist at Cornell University. So
Rosenberg, Marra and their colleagues mined 12 databases built from
decades of on-the-ground bird observations in the United States and
Canada, often made by citizen scientists. Yearly observations built a record
of population-level changes in 529 species, representing 76 percent of birds
that breed in North America. A statistical analysis of these data let the team
estimate population trends since 1970 and compare them with current best
estimates of population size. The numbers paint a grim picture: Most habitats and species have experienced tremendous losses, especially migratory
birds. Grassland species fared the worst.
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The future of sea level rise may be
written into the walls of coastal
Spanish caves.
Mineral “bathtub rings” deposited inside the limestone Artà Caves on
the Balearic island of Mallorca show
how high seas rose during the Pliocene Epoch — a time when Earth was
about as warm as it’s expected to get by 2100. Those mineral deposits suggest the planet’s seas were around 16 meters higher on average than they
are today, researchers report. That measurement provides the most precise
peek yet into what may come as climate change causes ice sheets to melt
and ocean waters to rise — a process that could happen over hundreds to
thousands of years. Previous estimates of Pliocene sea levels gave similar
results, but relied on more indirect dating methods or failed to incorporate information about the subsequent rise and fall of the Earth’s crust. The Artà
analysis, however, takes that rise and fall into account.
The new study’s combination of precision dating and corrected sea levels also
may help answer a crucial question: How much of Earth’s biggest ice sheet
melted during the Pliocene? These sea level measurements suggest that,
while smaller ice sheets in Greenland and western Antarctica melted severely,
only the parts of the massive eastern Antarctic ice sheet that jutted into the
sea melted during that era, says Alan Haywood, a paleoclimatologist at Leeds
University in England who was not involved in the study. It’s still unclear, however, how today’s unique warming patterns will affect ice sheets.
“Anything that gives us added information on how sensitive the ice sheets are
… is going to be very important,” Haywood says. Conditions during the
Pliocene, 5.33 million to 2.58 million years ago, may offer the best example
of what a human-addled climate will eventually look like.
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Health

Drink coffee, avoid gallstones?
Alan Mozes
To the many ways in which coffee seems to confer
unexpected health benefits, add a lowered risk of
painful gallstones.
After tracking nearly 105,000 Danes for an average
of eight years, researchers found that those who
downed more than six cups per day of the world's
most popular beverage saw their gallstone risk
drop by 23%. "High coffee intake is associated with
a lower risk of gallstone disease," said study author
Dr. A. Tybjaerg-Hansen. She's chief physician of
Rigshospitalet's department of clinical biochemistry
at Copenhagen University Hospital in Denmark.
That's good news for Danes, 6% of whom drink six
or more cups of coffee every day, she said.
But what about the average Dane, who knocks
back just two cups a day? Or the average American or Brit who consumes between one to two
cups daily? The study has good news for them,
too. It turns out that even small amounts of coffee
appeared to lower gallstone risk. Compared to
those who abstained from coffee, participants who
drank just one cup of Joe a day saw the risk of gallstones dip by about 3%. Meanwhile, those who
consumed three to six cups per day saw their risk
slide by 17%. Gallstones are hard pebble-like
pieces that can accumulate in the gallbladder,
where they can sometimes block bile ducts. When

that extremely painful condition develops, surgery
to remove them is often the treatment of choice.
So what is it about coffee that seems to diminish
risk? Tybjaerg-Hansen said that, for now, "we can
only speculate on that." But she noted that because caffeine is excreted via the bile, it's possible
that it reduces the amount of cholesterol found in
the bile. That could reduce gallstone risk, given

that "the development of gallstones depends on a
balance largely between cholesterol and bile
acids," Tybjaerg-Hansen explained.
Coffee also stimulates the muscle contractions
that move contents though the gastrointestinal
tract. As to whether it's the caffeine content that
serves as coffee's silver bullet, Tybjaerg-Hansen
said, "yes, that is a possibility." That raises the
prospect that tea or chocolate might also lower
gallstone risk. But whatever's behind coffee's
power, she believes that the team's subsequent
genetic analyses indicate that it's coffee itself -rather than lifestyle factors common to coffee
drinkers -- that is at play.
Another expert is not so sure. Dr. Anthony Bleyer
is a professor of nephrology at Wake Forest
School of Medicine in Winston-Salem, N.C. He
was not involved in the Danish study, and was not
previously aware of any link between coffee and
gallstone risk.
"But it seems every week there is a new story
about how coffee may or may not be associated
with some benefit," he cautioned. "Information on
coffee is collected in many big databases. It is
easy to do a comparison with just about any factor:
osteoporosis, weight gain, weight loss, sleep, ulcers, cancer, mortality. You get the picture."

Just two weeks on the couch starts to damage your body
Serena Gordon
A new study proves that the old adage "use it or lose it" is definitely true when
it comes to fitness.
After just two weeks of sedentary behavior, formerly fit people had: A decline
in heart and lung health, increased waist circumference, greater body fat and
liver fat and higher levels of insulin resistance. "The study showed that two
weeks of reduced physical activity -- from approximately 10,000 steps per day
down to 1,500 per day -- caused changes in health markers that are associated
with type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular disease," said study author Kelly Bowden Davies. She's a lecturer at Newcastle University and the University of Liverpool in the United Kingdom.
But the good news from the study is that the body seems to quickly bounce
back once you start moving again. "It's important to note that when people
resumed their normal activity levels after this period, the negative health
changes were reversed," she said. The researchers recruited 28 healthy,
regularly active adults. Eighteen were women. The average age of the study
volunteers was 32. Their average body mass index (BMI) -- a rough measure
of body fat based on height and weight measurements -- was just over 24.
A BMI under 24.9 is considered normal weight.The study volunteers had
been quite active, normally clocking about 10,000 steps daily. Bowden
Davies said most of this was just from daily activity, rather than structured
exercise. She said they usually participate in no more than two hours of
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structured exercise weekly. The researchers asked the volunteers to cut their
activity drastically. They dropped an average of just over 100 minutes a day,
the researchers said. After two weeks of couch potato life, the study volunteers underwent a battery of testing. These results were compared to findings measured when the study started. Bowden Davies said
cardiorespiratory fitness levels dropped by 4% in just two weeks. Waist circumference rose by nearly one-third of an inch. Liver fat increased by 0.2%.
Total body fat went up by 0.5%. Insulin resistance increased and triglyceride
(a type of blood fat) levels went up slightly.
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Between Two Ferns

Rambo: Last Blood

Benjamin Lee

Peter Bradshaw

There are saving graces scattered
throughout Zach Galifianakis’s
featherweight extension of his amateur talkshow Between Two Ferns,
a ramshackle full-length excuse to
watch him be mean to squirming inon-the-joke A-listers. But perhaps
the film’s overwhelming ace is an overarching awareness of just how pointless it really is, made with the same disposability with which it should be
consumed.
Tasked with transporting Funny Or Die’s often hysterically funny webseries
into a Netflix movie, writer-director and Two Ferns co-creator Scott Aukerman
has aimed low and mostly, kind of, succeeded. The plot, and it’s excessively
generous of me to call it that, sees Galifianakis in hot water after almost
drowning guest Matthew McConaughey in cold water during an on-set accident which also destroys the show’s lo-fi set. His hateful boss Will Ferrell
soon arrives with an intimidating proposal: to save himself he must film 10
new episodes in two weeks while on the road, ending up in LA to deliver the
tapes. What follows is as scrappy as one would expect, a thinly drawn road
trip caper sandwiching all-too-brief clips of celebrities deflecting cruel verbal
jabs. It’s predictably in these moments that the film proves funniest with a
long list of stars lining up for some wonderfully unrestrained attacks.

Ready Or Not
Ian Freer
Ready Or Not starts at a terrific
pace — a Steadicam-shot chase
through the corridors of a spooky
mansion — and doesn’t let up.
The latest from Tyler Gillett and
Matt Bettinelli-Olpin, two-thirds of
the filmmaking group Radio Silence best known for the first-person horror segment of V/H/S, mashes up
Clue and The Most Dangerous Game and infuses it with dark, nutty energy,
gore (the loopy rather than repulsive kind), smart laughs and sharp satire
at the expense of America’s well-to-do. Gaining much of its cojones from a
star-making turn by Samara Weaving (niece of Hugo), it’s a comedy-horror-thriller that manages to perfectly juggle its constituent genres effortlessly.
The set-up is delicious in its absurdity. Grace (Weaving), an orphan
brought up in foster homes, is marrying Alex (O’Brien) and into the
wealthy Le Domas family, whose fortune has been made in board games.
On her wedding night she has to take part in a bizarre ritual: every time
someone new joins the family, they partake in a midnight game mechanically selected from a scary antique box. If not thrilled by the prospect,
Grace plays along when the card selected is ‘hide and seek’. What she
doesn’t realise is that she is now the prey for the rest of the family to hunt
and kill by sunrise or they will all perish.
What follows is a tight, taut 95-minute blast. Gillett and Bettinelli-Olpin
drag Grace through the mill, embroidering each mini set-piece with unusual elements (a dumb waiter, a teapot, Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture)
and jet-black humour.
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This massively enlarged prostate of
a film can only make you wince with
its badly acted geronto-ultraviolence,
its Trumpian fantasies of Mexican
rapists and hilariously insecure US
border, and its crass enthusiasm for
rape-revenge attacks undertaken by
a still-got-it senior dude, 73 years young, on behalf of a sweet teenager.
The film, co-written by Sylvester Stallone, imagines this demure young
woman having her face slashed by an assailant but the field is left clear
for a stag payback showdown; there is no question of her taking her own
retributive action.
Stallone’s own impassive face, now like a sculpture created by Picasso
out of a Firestone tyre, presides enigmatically over the proceedings and
his indistinct line readings would not get him very far in rep. His announcement of “I want you to feel my rage and my hate; I want to rip out your
heart!” comes out more like “Ug wuff yuh tahfarr m’range an mayayyht,
ug wuff trip ertcha heurr!” In the likable Creed movies, Stallone had found
a way for his legendary boxing champ Rocky Balboa to bow out with humour and humility: as a trainer. But there is no such style in this new
Rambo film, the fifth in the franchise, which despite its name may not be
the last: over the final credits there is a sentimental greatest-hits montage
of Rambo moments over the years, ending with an unexpected presentday shot of John Rambo riding off into the sunset on his horse. Are there
more battles still to be won for this great warrior?

Ad Astra
John Nugent
It feels like we’ve been spoiled by
space. Ever since Gravity seemingly
changed the game, science-fiction has
had to work harder than ever to impress
us. It’s almost like the genre’s already
peaked. Picking up the space-gauntlet,
director James Gray quixotically heralded Ad Astra as being “the most
realistic depiction of space ever”. And fair dos, this film is beautiful: from
the glistening cinematography to artfully celestial framing to the seamless visual effects (some shots use actual photos of the moon’s surface), it all looks real.
What sets it apart from recent gravity-defying films, however, is the setting.
This is a future that feels recognisably familiar and deeply plausible, a
world in which space travel has become commercialised, normalised, and
blighted by the same overpriced pillows as the budget airline. The wonder
of space has been replaced by the mundanities and conflicts of Earth; the
moon is a gaudy tourist trap and disputed territory, not unlike an episode
of Futurama. Throughout, we’re drip-fed morsels of information about the
new inter-planetary infrastructure and each new revelation is a delicious
bit of speculative world-building, ‘sci-future-fact’ rather than sci-fi.
It’s a setting that also causes our nominal hero, Roy (Pitt), some serious
melancholy. Outwardly, Roy is cold and uncaring, his pulse never skipping a beat, his focus always on the mission.
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Blue Ocean Shift
W. Chan Kim
Blue Ocean Shift is the essential follow up to Blue Ocean Strategy, the
classic and 3.6 million copy global
bestseller by world-renowned professors W. Chan Kim and Renee
Mauborgne. Drawing on more than a
decade of new work, Kim and
Mauborgne show you how to move
beyond competing, inspire your people's confidence, and seize new
growth, guiding you step-by-step
through how to take your organization
from a red ocean crowded with competition to a blue ocean of uncontested market space. By combining
the insights of human psychology with
practical market-creating tools and real-world guidance, Kim and
Mauborgne deliver the definitive guide to shift yourself, your team, or
your organization to new heights of confidence, market creation, and
growth. They show why nondisruptive creation is as important as disruption in seizing new growth.
Blue Ocean Shift is packed with all-new research and examples of how
leaders in diverse industries and organizations made the shift and created new markets by applying the process and tools outlined in the
book. Whether you are a cash-strapped startup or a large, established
company, nonprofit or national government, you will learn how to move
from red to blue oceans in a way that builds your people's confidence
so that they own and drive the process. With battle-tested lessons
learned from successes and failures in the field, Blue Ocean Shift is
critical reading for leaders, managers, and entrepreneurs alike.

The Spring Girls
Anna Todd
Four sisters desperately seeking the blueprints to life—the modern-day retelling of
Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women like only
Anna Todd (After, Imagines) could do.
The Spring Girls—Meg, Jo, Beth, and
Amy—are a force of nature on the New Orleans military base where they live. As different as they are, with their father on tour
in Iraq and their mother hiding something,
their fears are very much the same. Struggling to build lives they can be proud of and
that will lift them out of their humble station
in life, one year will determine all that their futures can become. The oldest,
Meg, will be an officer’s wife and enter military society like so many of the
women she admires. If her passion—and her reputation—don’t derail her.
Beth, the workhorse of the family, is afraid to leave the house, is afraid she’ll
never figure out who she really is. Jo just wants out. Wishing she could skip
to graduation, she dreams of a life in New York City and a career in journalism where she can impact the world. Nothing can stop her—not even
love. And Amy, the youngest, is watching all her sisters, learning from how
they handle themselves. For better or worse.
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The Fates Divide
Veronica Roth
In the second book of the Carve the Mark
duology, globally bestselling Divergent author
Veronica Roth reveals how Cyra and Akos fulfil their fates. The Fates Divide is a richly imagined tale of hope and resilience told in four
stunning perspectives.
The lives of Cyra Noavek and Akos Kereseth
are ruled by their fates, spoken by the oracles
at their births. The fates, once determined, are
inescapable. Akos is in love with Cyra, in spite
of his fate: he will die in service to Cyra’s family.
And when Cyra’s father, Lazmet Noavek – a
soulless tyrant, thought to be dead – reclaims
the Shotet throne, Akos believes his end is closer than ever. As Lazmet ignites a barbaric war, Cyra and Akos are desperate to stop him at any cost.
For Cyra, that could mean taking the life of the man who may – or may not –
be her father. For Akos, it could mean giving his own. In a stunning twist, the
two will discover how fate defines their lives in ways most unexpected.

The Next Person You Meet in Heaven
Mitch Albom
Fifteen years ago, in Mitch Albom's beloved
novel, The Five People You Meet in Heaven, the
world fell in love with Eddie, a grizzled war veteran- turned-amusement park mechanic who
died saving the life of a young girl named Annie.
Eddie's journey to heaven taught him that every
life matters. Now, in this magical sequel, Mitch
Albom reveals Annie's story. The accident that
killed Eddie left an indelible mark on Annie. It
took her left hand, which needed to be surgically
reattached. Injured, scarred and unable to remember why, Annie's life is forever changed by
a guilt-ravaged mother who whisks her away from the world she knew. Bullied
by her peers and haunted by something she cannot recall, Annie struggles
to find acceptance as she grows. When, as a young woman, she reconnects
with Paulo, her childhood love, she believes she has finally found happiness.

Nudge
Richard H Thaler
From eating the right meals to buying a
utility product, from finding a good educational institution to investing money in
an asset - everyone has numerous decisions to make in their lives. But not everyone ends up making the best choice for
themselves. Nudge: Improving Decisions
About Health, Wealth and Happiness
from Richard Thaler and Cass Sunstein
focusses on providing direction to readers, so that they are able to pick the best
choices, as per their lifestyle.
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Horoscope

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19)

Leo (Jul 23-Aug 22)

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21)

Don't let others know about your private affairs. You may be able to get some good advice about your personal problems. You can
have a working relationship with children if
you exercise patience and understanding of
the dilemmas they face. Be careful while
traveling. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday.

Romance could be exciting if you are spontaneous. You are best to deal with those outside your family. Eliminate situations that are
no longer to your advantage. Don't be too
eager to dismiss someone who works under
you. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Emotional upset at work will set you back.
Be prepared to take advantage of your good
fortune. Be careful while traveling. Your boss
may not be in the best of moods this week.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20)

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)

Take time to deal with authority figures or
government agencies. Your stubbornness
coupled with your mate's jealousy don't
make for a favorable time. You can make
money if you work on personal investments.
Opportunities for romance will develop
through activities with large groups. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Be firm when dealing with matters pertaining
to your environment. Avoid any gossip and
be careful that you aren't misinterpreted. You
should be putting in some overtime. Secret
affairs may be tempting. Your lucky day this
week will be Sunday.

Don't be critical or overly opinionated with dislikes;
it could cause disapproval and unwanted opposition. Don't volunteer private information about
yourself unless you're prepared to be talked about
behind your back. Be diplomatic and honest, and
that person will only be made to look bad. You are
best to be accommodating for the time being.
Sudden romantic infatuations won't be lasting.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

You may have difficulty trying to get your
mate to understand your position. You're on
the right track and you can make money if
you are willing to go out on a limb. Debates
will stifle passion and result in estrangement.
You need to take some time out to decide
what you want to do. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday.

You need to take a long, hard look at yourself
and your personal situation. Do your best, but
don't make too many promises or you may exhaust yourself. You may be overreacting to personal problems. Your creative ideas will be put
to good use if you dig in and do things around
the house that will make your family happy.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Try to enlist the help of those you trust in
order to fulfill the demands being made of
you. Look into alternate means of sup porting your financial burdens. Your bankbook
will suffer and your restrictions will put a
damper on your relationship. Luck is with
you, regardless of the financial venture. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22)

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 23)

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You need an outlet that will not only stimulate
you but also challenge your intelligence as well.
It will do you some good. Plan to visit friends or
relatives. Don't get involved in secret affairs or
underhanded involvement's. Your lucky day
this week will be Thursday.

Pleasure trips will be favorable and bring
about possible romance. Any capricious behavior will confuse loved ones and your
mood swings will result in loneliness. Now is
the time for completing hobbies that you've
been working on for a long time. You'll find
travel or involvement in large groups gratifying. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.

Such over indulgence due to emotional
upset will be your downfall. Friends from
your past may come back into your life. Entertainment should include sports events or
physical activities. Don't hesitate to enlist the
aid of friends or family if you have a big project to finish in your domestic environment.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.
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