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PTI’s promises vs performance
After remaining in power for a little more than
a year, the beleaguered leaders of the PTI
government must be thinking that it was easier
to come to power than to run the country. The
people are judging the government’s performance by the yardstick of its own promises and
find that the performance is far below par.
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Economics

In the middle of
economic crisis
Shahid Hussain

A recent report by the United Nations says Pakistan’s economic crisis has
not been resolved despite support from China and Saudi Arabia and a large
International Monetary Fund loan. The assessment is contrary to tall claims
of the government that economic woes of the country are over and better
days will come soon.
Pakistan’s major challenges are stabilisation and protection of the economy against external risks, rising global prices, current account deficit, rising
debt servicing, and continued losses of public sector enterprise. Missed revenue collection is compounding the problem. The Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) has missed the revenue collection target for the first quarter of the current fiscal year by a large margin of Rs111b against the target of Rs1,071b
despite several measures and double-digit consumer inflation. The revenue
shortfall is constantly increasing with each passing month starting from Rs14b
in July to Rs47b in September — last month of the first quarter.
Pakistan’s economy is forecast to slow down further and its GDP growth
target is expected to de-accelerate to 2.8pc for FY20 in the wake of sizable
fiscal and external balances. According to the Asian Development Bank, Pakistan’s fiscal adjustments will suppress domestic demand, and demand contraction would keep growth in the manufacturing sector subdued. The ADB’s
“Asian Development Outlook 2019 Update” forecast Pakistan’s GDP growth
slowing from 5.5pc in FY18 to 3.3pc in FY19, lower than its forecast of 3.9pc.
The ADB update estimates the FY20 budget deficit to clock in at 7.2pc of
GDP – 1.7 percentage points lower than the deficit in FY18.
Pakistan’s financing needs are likely to be met through funds from external and non-bank sources after government discontinued borrowing from the
central bank. Further, resource allocation indicates a shift towards external
borrowing, with net external financing estimated at Rs1.8 trillion or 4.2pc of
GDP. Financing from non-bank sources is projected at Rs833b or 1.9pc of
GDP. Expenditure in FY20 is expected to reach 23.8pc of GDP with increase
of 1.8 percentage points in current spending to cover larger interest payments
and higher allocations for social spending to avoid hurting the poor as reform
progresses, according to the outlook.
The ADB report says import payments will remain subdued, reflecting
weak economic activity and the pass-through of past rupee depreciation
against dollar. The real effective exchange rate is now thought to be near
equilibrium, and a lower and more stable rupee is expected to improve export
competitiveness. Foreign capital inflows are likely to increase whereas foreign
direct investment should revive as investors’ confidence restores with implementation of IMF’s stabilisation and reform programme. This should also help
bring additional finance from multilateral institutions and other international
partners. Along with the activation of a Saudi oil facility with potential disbursements of $1b in the current fiscal year, these developments are expected to raise foreign exchange reserves to reach more than $10b by the
end of FY20.
On the other hand, the “Trade and Development Report 2019” released
by the United Nations says, “Pakistan is in the midst of a crisis” as the growth
rate has halved, the balance of payments is in poor shape, the rupee has
depreciated significantly and external debt is large and rising. The slowdown
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observed in the rate of growth of the Chinese economy from 2017 onwards,
is projected to intensify in 2019 because of the trade and technology tensions.
The slowing of China’s trade growth has a major impact on other East Asian
and South-East Asian economies, since it is likely that the integrated value
chains spread across these economies and linked to China would be disrupted, it observed.
On the other hand, inflation, which hurts the common people hard, has
surged by 11.4pc year-on-year in September, reported the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS). Inflation, measured through the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), edged up by 0.77pc over the previous month after the PBS revised its
calculation methodology. Based on the new base year (2015-16), September
inflation came in at 11.37pc, against 10.49pc in the previous month. Going
by the old base year of FY08 that was being used until two months ago, the
key inflation index comes in at 12.55pc for September, showing a 0.92pc increase over the month of August. As per the new base year, the lowest CPI
was recorded in July at 8.4pc which grew to 11.37pc in September.
The International Monetary Fund has estimated that Pakistan’s inflation
may escalate up to 13pc. However, the government’s estimate is around
11pc, which has already been crossed. Food inflation in urban areas rose by
15pc in September on a yearly basis and 2pc month-wise. In rural areas,
food inflation rose by 15pc on yearly and 1.8pc on monthly basis. Similarly,
non-food inflation in urban centres was recorded at 9.7pc year-on-year while
in rural areas it was 8pc.
According to Asian Development Bank estimates, inflation remained elevated at the start of the current fiscal year at 9.4pc in July and August and it
is projected to accelerate further to 12pc on average in the remainder of the
FY20 because of a planned hike in domestic utility prices, taxes, and the
lagged impact of currency depreciation. Pressure from inflationary expectations can be relieved by government’s commitment to refrain from directly financing budget deficit by borrowing from the central bank as monetary policy
continues to tighten.
Despite the odds, Pakistan’s agriculture sector will recover from weatherinduced contraction this year, with major incentives in the agriculture support
package of the government included in the budget for FY20, hopes the ADB.
Its current account deficit is projected to narrow to 2.8pc of GDP in the ongoing fiscal year. Pakistan has been included among the World Bank’s list of
“Top-20 improvers in Doing Business 2020.”
The signals of Pakistan’s economic recovery are still weak despite tall
claims of the government. However, it has completed only one year in office
and can improve the situation in coming months and years. Prime Minister
Imran Khan has asked people not to lose patience with the government and
wait for results of its harsh economic measures. He does not know how rising
prices of essentials have affected the life of the common people, otherwise
he would not have advised them. The government, especially in the Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) rules,
cannot absolve itself of profiteering, hording and black-marketing by retailers.
It has left the people at the mercy of mafias, which does not require money
to take action against them.
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Politics

PTI’s promises vs
performance
Nasim Ahmed

After remaining in power for a little more than a year, the beleaguered
leaders of the PTI government must be thinking that it was easier to
come to power than to run the country. The people are judging the government’s performance by the yardstick of its own promises and find
that the performance is far below par.
The other day, a group of businessmen met Army Chief General
Qamar Bajwa and apprised him of the difficulties they were facing in
running their businesses. The fact that they met the Army Chief, instead
of the Prime Minister, showed that they have given up hope of their problems being solved by the PTI government.
According to media reports, Pakistan’s leading business magnates
met the Army Chief to record their concerns about the country’s sharply
declining economy, and the government’s lack of response to the problems crippling the economic drivers of growth. The major theme of the
business community was the PTI government’s inability to take action
beyond verbal assurances and pledges. They pointed out that the actions of the government were not in line with its promises.
The delegation criticized the activities of the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) whose actions have created a sense of fear among public
sector employees who are reluctant to take decisions to resolve their
grievances. They also complained that the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) was pushing the businesses to maximize their revenues, alongside the increasing costs of undertaking business activities, which have
rendered corporate entities economically unviable. The businessmen
stated that if remedial measures were not taken soon, their businesses
would collapse leading to widespread unemployment. Exporters expressed fear that after losing the export market, they were likely to lose
the domestic market to imports if the rates of energy and power are not
reduced. They maintained that as opposed to eliminating corruption and
losses in the sectors of energy and power, the government had transferred the burden onto the businesses.
The PTI came to power in August 2018, promising to build a “Naya
Pakistan” by improving the state of the economy, providing jobs and affordable housing, and fighting corruption. One year has passed but the
PTI government is far from fulfilling its major promises. The country’s
gross domestic product (GDP) is down, fiscal deficit is at a threedecade-high, tax revenues have declined, key industries and agriculture
have slowed down, and inflation is in double digits.
Lower growth results from a slowdown in the manufacturing sector,
which fell 3.6 percent during the last fiscal year due to the higher cost
of borrowing and production. The tight monetary and fiscal policies introduced by the PTI government have led to the contraction of largescale manufacturing industries for the first time in 10 years. The
government has also cut energy subsidies, making petroleum and diesel
more expensive. In addition, the country’s central bank, the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP), increased the key monetary rate from 8.5 percent in
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October 2018 to 13.25 percent in July 2019. Needless to say, higher interest rates discourage private investments and reduce liquidity in the
system, leading to lower consumption and GDP growth.
On the other hand, foreign direct investment inflows slumped last
year by a massive 59 percent to US$73.4 million, indicating a fall in the
investor sentiment for the Pakistani market. Fiscal deficit numbers released in July also paint a grim picture. Fiscal deficit, which is the difference between the government’s income and expenditure, was at a
three-decade high of 8.9 percent when expressed as a percentage of
GDP, going up from 6.6 percent the previous year. The GDP growth is
headed southwards but the revenues continue to increase, which is a
paradox, given the laws of economics. About 90pc of the increase in
revenues has come from the existing taxpayers, and this taxation regime
has increased the cost of business activities.
The PTI government started with a handicap. It inherited a high current account deficit from the previous PML-N government. Faced with a
balance of payments crisis, it was forced to approach the IMF for a US$6
billion bailout package. However, the loan came with stringent conditions
such as austerity measures, higher taxes, a tighter monetary policy, a
depreciated rupee. All this restricted its ability to achieve the economic
goals it had set for its first year.
However, it is important to note here that most of the unpopular fiscal policies implemented by the PTI government in the last one year
were dictated by the IMF. Thus, many of Pakistan’s economic problems
are structural in nature and cannot be overcome in one year. However,
matters have been made worse by the way PTI government has handled the whole process. Instead of adopting a gradual approach, it
went about the whole thing in a heavy-handed manner. The government did not show the sensitivity required of it. The right kind of policies could have softened the severity of the measures mandated by
the IMF. But the government failed to exercise the kind of competence
expected of it.
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Security

Global peace: an
elusive chase
Nasim Ahmed
The Global Peace Index (GPI), which is published annually by the renowned
research body, Institute for Economics and Peace, gives a measure of the
state of peace in the world. The thirteenth edition of the Global Peace Index,
just out, ranks 163 independent states and territories according to their level
of peacefulness.
The report is important for presenting the latest and most comprehensive
statistical analysis on global peace, its economic value, trends, and how to
develop peaceful societies. The GPI covers 99.7 per cent of the world’s population, using 23 qualitative and quantitative indicators from highly respected
sources, and measures the state of peace using three thematic domains:
the level of Societal Safety and Security; the extent of Ongoing Domestic
and International Conflict; and the degree of militarization in a country.
This year’s is especially important for including a detailed analysis of
trends focusing on attitudes, institutions, and structures that create and sustain peaceful societies. The term used by the authors of the report is Positive
Peace. A deficit of Positive Peace is an indicator of future increases in conflict and destruction of peace.
This year’s main finding is that the level of global peacefulness showed
minimal improvement. But thank God for this, as it has happened after more
than five years. According to the report, 86 countries improved their ranks,
while76 showed regression. The 2019 GPI reveals that the conflicts and
crises that emerged in the past decade have begun to abate, but at the
same time new tensions emerged around the globe.
Iceland once again ranked as the most peaceful country in the world, a
position it has held since 2008. It is followed by New Zealand, Austria, Portugal, and Denmark. Bhutan has recorded the largest improvement of any
country in the top 20, rising 43 places in the last 12 years. Afghanistan is
now the least peaceful country in the world, replacing Syria, which is now
the second least peaceful. South Sudan, Yemen, and Iraq are among the
five least peaceful countries.
It is gratifying to note that four of the nine conflict-torn regions in the world
became more peaceful over the past year. The greatest increase in peacefulness occurred in the Russia and Eurasia region, followed by the Middle
East and North Africa. In both of these regions, the number of deaths from
conflict declined, owing to the de-escalation of violence in Ukraine and Syria.
By contrast, all three regions in the Americas became less peaceful in
2019, with Central America and the Caribbean showing the largest decline,
followed by South America and North America. There has been a spike in
political instability in the region, exemplified by the violent unrest in
Nicaragua and Venezuela, and growing political polarisation in Brazil and
the US.
The report has noted that since 2008 global peacefulness has deteriorated by 3.78 per cent, with 81 GPI countries recording a deterioration, and
81 improving. The index has deteriorated for eight of the last twelve years,
with the last improvement in peacefulness occurring in 2014.
Two of the three GPI indicators deteriorated over the past decade. Ongoing Conflict deteriorated by 8.69 per cent and Safety and Security by 4.02
per cent. Terrorism and internal conflict have made the greatest contributors
to the decline in peacefulness. Additionally, over 100 countries recorded increased terrorist activity, while only 38 improved, and the total number of
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conflict deaths increased by 140 per cent between 2006 and 2017.
Thankfully, militarization has shown a declining trend. The domain has
registered a 2.6 per cent improvement since 2008. The number of armed
services personnel per 100,000 people has fallen in 117 countries, and military expenditure as a percentage of GDP fell in 98 countries, with only 63
countries increasing their spending.
An encouraging finding of the peace report is that more people across
the world now feel that they have more freedom in life, are more satisfied
with life. Many more people also feel that their countries are better places
to live for ethnic and religious minorities.
At the same time, perceptions of trust in the world’s most powerful countries have fallen since 2008. Confidence in the US leadership has fallen
more than confidence in Russian, Chinese and German leaderships in the
past five years, with people on average now having more confidence in the
Chinese leadership than the US.
Climate change has also had a negative impact on peace around the
world. An estimated 971 million people live in areas with high or very high
climate change exposure. Of this, 400 million (41 per cent) reside in countries which already have low levels of peacefulness. Climate change has
increased the likelihood of violent conflict through its impacts on resource
availability, livelihood, security and migration. In the opinion of experts,
countries with high levels of peacefulness are better able to manage climate-related calamities and tend to have higher environmental performance
than those with lower levels of peacefulness.
The peace index has revealed that the economic impact of violence on
the global economy in 2018 was as high as $14.1 trillion. This figure is
equivalent to 11.2 per cent of the world’s GDP. Violence continues to have
a significant impact on economic performance around the globe. In the ten
countries most affected by violence, the average economic cost of violence
was equivalent to 35 per cent of GDP, compared to just 3.3 per cent in the
countries least affected by violence. The economic impact of violence model
includes data on suicide for the first time in the 2019 GPI. The report finds
that the economic impact of suicide is higher than that of Armed Conflict,
amounting to $737 billion in 2018.
The peace index provides guidelines for conflict-ridden countries how
to get out of their predicament and achieve a better level of peacefulness.

October 16-31, 2019

Diplomacy

Pakistan’s new stature
Muhammad Hassan

Prime Minister Imran Khan has emerged a hero in the Muslim world and
Pakistan after his impassioned speech at the United Nations General Assembly. He pleaded the case of Muslims over allegations of Islamic terrorism and Pakistan’s stance on its dispute with India on occupied Kashmir.
His stature in the Muslim world is expected to grow further after his efforts to mediate between Iran and Saudi Arabia. At the UNGA, he had revealed that he was mediating among the US, Iran and Saudi Arabia to
defuse tension in the Middle East, which has grown after recent drone
strikes on Saudi oil facilities, raising the prospect of direct conflict between
Saudi Arabia and Iran. Though the chances of Imran Khan’s success are
remote, because the issue is complex and deep-rooted in history, yet it will
be a great achievement if he brings the two Muslim countries to the negotiating table.
Jordan’s Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Center has already named
Prime Minister Imran Khan as its “Man of the Year” in its recent list of the
most persuasive Muslims in the world. The center, an autonomous research entity with the Royal Aal Al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought in Jordan, honoured him for his desire for peace with neighbouring India,
besides his role in cricket and launching a successful fund-raising campaign to establish a hospital devoted to both the care of cancer victims
and its research, the Arab News reported.
“If The Muslim 500 was in print back in 1992 and I was the Chief Editor
then, I would have nominated Imran Khan as our Muslim Man of the Year
because of his brilliant performance in cricket, which culminated in Pakistan winning the 1992 Cricket World Cup a sport I have always admired
for its combination of elegance and intense competitive play,’ said Professor S Abdallah Schleifer, a Professor Emeritus of Journalism in the American University in Cairo, who chose Imran Khan winner of the title. Schleifer
was quick to add that Khan’s role in cricket was not the only criteria for
him being bestowed with the title. He said he also impressed with Khan
launching a successful fund-raising campaign to establish a hospital devoted to both the care of cancer victims and its research.
However, it was PM Khan’s desire for peace with neighboring India
which earned him the title. “It is particularly to his credit that upon taking
office in August 2018, Khan made it quite clear that one of his top priorities
was to work for lasting peace with India. This is Imran Khan’s great
dilemma how do you make a much desired lasting peace with a nation
governed by those who have neither interest nor need to make a lasting
peace with Pakistan, and against whom any form of war would be hopeless,” he observed.
According to The Independent, Pakistan is finally stepping into its role
as a world player after a year of Imran Khan. Undeniably, Pakistan has
been heading in the wrong direction for the last five decades; an extractive
political system created a rent-seeking political and economic elite, benefitting a sliver of society at the expense of the masses. Fleeting periods
appeared when the sea wasn’t choppy, but change never sustained. Amid
the backdrop of such misgovernance, Khan’s rise as a legitimate political
alternative led to the fanning of irrational expectancies, it noted.
Today, it is difficult to deny that things have not gone according to script.
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Pakistan’s economic challenges have been harsher than the most dismal
prognosis and with the on-going saga in Kashmir, geo-politics has spiraled
downwards. After a year of painful policies and economic challenges, most
seem inclined to ditch the optimism entirely. However, as is commonly believed, it is the darkest before dawn. With expectations suitably calibrated
to the tough reality that Khan’s leadership faces, it is possible to see greenshoots emerging in political and economic arenas. What Khan is trying to
implement is a wholesale reform that steers the country towards an inclusive political and economic system. By revamping strategic objectives of
statecraft, the game of smoke and mirrors by previous governments is
being laid to rest. The speed of reform is slow and bumpy, and the slew of
benefits won’t rain down immediately, but crucially, the direction seems to
be right, the leading British newspaper observed.
For Pakistan’s economy, the inherited legacy of debt and deficits, enormous even by Pakistan’s own standards, has created immediate issues
of economic growth. A deeper dive, however, reveals that the rent-seeking
culture of yesteryear is finally being reined in. Discouraging investment in
non-productive land and consumer goods imports, while promoting exports
and import substitution is a long, drawn-out process, in a country where
productivity has been steadily dwindling. After years of neglect, investment
in exports is on the rise and entrepreneurs have begun setting up businesses based on import substitution. The technology eco-system in Pakistan is belatedly but ultimately coming into place. An ambitious task of
bringing more people into the tax net is reaping dividends, with a 65pc increase in tax filers over the last year.
On the international stage, Khan’s leadership style is a departure from
his predecessors. Recognition prior to politics, coupled with the promise
of “incorruptibility”, signals his diplomatic stature. Incidents such as Pulwama, followed by the Kashmir crisis, put Khan’s diplomatic headship to
instant test and both times, he scored. Requests for him to serve as an
honest broker to mediate between the US-Afghanistan and US-Iran evidences the same confidence. Pakistan has surfaced as a responsible
global player; a harbinger of peace with its narrative ubiquitously conveyed. The message to world leaders is loud and clear: Pakistan is no
longer a pawn, a joke, a bystander on the world stage. It is active, engaged, relevant and responsible. This is a dramatic shift from the past,
one which may garner greater recognition retrospectively, the paper argued.
The “Naya Pakistan” that Khan envisioned may be a dream too farfetched for the perplexing country – at least for now. But by expecting an
overnight panacea that turns Pakistan around, we are turning best into the
enemy of the good. Instead, what warrants recognition is that despite the
cacophony, political winds blowing across the country are putting the architecture for real, tangible change into place – although its pace and
scope have left many dispirited, the newspaper observed.
It is clear that Pakistan has come out of international isolation and assumed a significant role in the world in the first year of Imran Khan’s government. An economically strong Pakistan, which is his vision, will be able
to play its due role in regional and world peace.
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Transition

Positives from
Afghan elections
Muhammad Ali

Two main candidates have claimed victory in the recent presidential election in Afghanistan, though final results are expected to be announced on
November 7. The people of Afghanistan and the whole world are keenly
waiting for the result of the election. Holding the election despite threats
and attacks from the Taliban is a great victory of the country, its security
forces and people.
Local and foreign analysts believe the election has weakened the position of the Taliban in their possible peace talks with the United States.
The relatively peaceful polls have also improved the image of the Afghan
security services, which made it possible for the election to be held at all.
Most observers say Afghan voters are the real winner of the exercise, who
literally defied death and reached polling stations to cast their votes.
Initial estimates say only one in five registered voters cast their ballot
in the presidential election. The unofficial voter turnout estimate of just over
2 million people or about 20pc of registered voters solidifies fears that a
low participation rate could mar the vote, reported Deutsche Welle (DW).
Despite tight security, Taliban insurgents unleashed a string of attacks on
polling centers across the war-ravaged country. More than 9.6 million
Afghans in the country — with an estimated population of 35 million — had
registered for the election, according to the Afghan Independent Election
Commission (IEC). About a third of those registered are women.
Voters in Afghanistan who were consumed by fear on the eve of the
election must have rubbed their eyes in astonishment. Despite the Taliban’s warlike threats in the run-up that they would prevent the election
with attacks and bombings, their promised firestorm — to everyone's surprise — did not take place. It's true, there were several attacks, including
some in the big cities. However, the majority of them failed, with five dead,
a few dozen wounded — things were actually much quieter than on the
many other days when no such important event is taking place. Such comparisons may seem cynical, but there are often many more victims to
mourn, DW noted.
It seems there are already two winners in the election: Afghan voters,
who literally defied death in going to the polls, and the Afghan security
services, who made it possible for this election to be held at all. Often berated for lacking training, being poorly equipped and having lax morals,
the security services have clearly succeeded in maintaining calm, generally speaking, especially in the metropolitan centers like Kabul, or Mazare-Sharif in the north.
News feeds and social media were full of pictures, of young people in
particular. Videos showed them standing in line outside the polling stations.
Their principal complaints were about administrative shortcomings; for them,
the Taliban weren’t really an issue. In any case, those who were afraid
stayed home — and there were certainly considerably more of these than
in previous elections. But, let’s face it: How high would voter turnout be in
well-established European democracies if voting booths were threatened
by attacks like these? Regardless of how high the turnout actually was this
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time, Afghan politicians should take their responsibilities especially seriously,
given the civil courage displayed by the people who voted for them.
What an insult it would be if the coming weeks were to be dominated
once again — as in previous elections — by presidential candidates
squabbling about real or alleged fraud. And if, once again, it takes months
to form a government, a period in which the Taliban would have free rein
to extend their power base. Politicians would be playing a reckless game
with the future of the country. Unfortunately, previous elections have shown
that, until now, the rival parties have cared little about it. This has to
change. Because the election must make one thing clear, to politicians in
Afghanistan and around the world: There is a will for democratic self-determination in Afghanistan, even with the threat of the Taliban, the German
broadcaster observed.
Many observers think the election could be a game changer in peace
negotiations between the Taliban and the US. The army and the police
have proved that their capacity to foil terrorist attacks is increasing and the
day is not far when they will become a real match for the Taliban. The relatively peaceful election has undermined the Taliban’s position in talks with
the US. Now the US and the Afghan government will talk to them from a
position of strength.
An important question is: Have the Taliban become irrelevant to Afghan
politics and the peace process after failing to sabotage the election and
not taking part in it? The fighters are against elections because they believe they lack political support among the common people and cannot win
through votes. On the other hand, the US cannot leave them out of the
peace process in the country because of fears of the Taliban joining the
ranks of Al-Qaida and Islamic State (IS).
US analysts fear Taliban commanders and hardliners, who were opposed to joining the peace process, could join Al-Qaida and IS, if talks fail.
IS is not a strategic threat to Afghanistan for the time-being. But if the
peace process goes wrong and doesn’t really integrate all of the Taliban,
the hardliners may join IS, which could become a strategic threat to
Afghanistan and its international partners.
Experts say the position of the Afghan government has improved immensely after the election. The US, the Taliban and the Afghan government want to negotiate from a position of strength. Last month, President
Trump had abruptly canceled the year-long Doha talks after the death of
an American soldier in a Taliban-executed bombing, throwing the future of
the talks into disarray.
Analysts believe the Afghan Taliban have lost heavily after the election
and their position has weakened in the peace talks. Others say they had
not struck with full force to sabotage the polls because they were expecting
a new round of peace talks. It is clear that peace in Afghanistan is not possible without their participation in the process. In return, they will also have
to accept the ground realities and transform their war machinery into a political asset.
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Wishful thinking

Chinese or Saudi-style
accountability?
Muhammad Zain

Prime Minister Imran Khan has expressed his desire to follow the example
of China and send 500 corrupt people in Pakistan to jail. National Accountability Bureau (NAB) Chairman Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal also wants powers, which are available to anti-corruption authorities in Saudi Arabia, to
bring back looted money. Their desires speak of their frustration with the
accountability drive and its utter failure.
It is a fact that Pakistan cannot make laws which are in practice in
China and Saudi Arabia. It is also without doubt that Pakistan has not been
able to bring back looted money stashed abroad despite arresting former
President Asif Zardari, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and others. Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) Chairman Shabbar Zaidi has also admitted the
fact that it is almost impossible to bring back ill-gotten money. According
to estimates, $6 billion was remitted out of Pakistan every year in last 20
years out of which 85pc was sent out legally. The practice of sending out
money abroad still continues as almost every wealthy Pakistani owns assets and property abroad.
Speaking to the China Council for Promotion of International Trade in
Beijing, Prime Minister Imran Khan said that one thing he had learnt from
China was how the country’s leadership tackled corruption. “One of President Xi Jinping’s biggest crusade has been against corruption and I have
heard that some 400 ministerial-level people have been convicted on
charges of corruption and put behind bar in the last five years in China,”
he said while referring to Xi’s merciless anti-corruption drive launched in
2012, that reportedly netted more than 1.3 million officials at various levels.
Imran Khan regretted that processing of corruption cases in Pakistan was
“very cumbersome.” He is himself to blame for it because he has failed to
reform accountability laws.
Earlier, the NAB chairman had also expressed his disappointment
when he said if he was given powers, which are available to the anti-corruption authorities in Saudi Arabia, he could bring back looted money in
shortest possible time. Addressing traders and manufacturers at the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, he said the
Saudi authorities had taken four weeks to recover looted wealth and he
could accomplish the task in just three weeks. He knows it is just wishful
thinking.
According to the NAB, it has recovered Rs342 billion from corrupt elements since its inception and during the last 22 months, Rs71 billion have
been recovered and deposited to the national kitty. The main problem for
the NAB is the cold response from other countries in providing legal assistance required to proceed against suspects having off-shore accounts
and properties. Money from white-collar crimes in Pakistan is used to buy
properties and farm houses in the UAE, Europe, the US and Australia, but
these countries refuse to cooperate with Pakistan.
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government came to power on election promises of wide-ranging social and economic reforms, with fair and
uniform accountability being top of its manifesto. The government’s ownership of corruption cases against politicians has not only maligned its
image but also brought the NAB into disrepute.
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The common people have realised that the government has launched
a vigorous campaign against corruption and many people have been arrested but it has not recovered enough money or brought about change in
their lives. The NAB receives over 40,000 complaints every year. Ideally,
a complaint is processed within two months. The next step is inquiry, which
should be processed in four months. In the investigation section, cases
are investigated for further processing and it also takes four months to
complete investigations. Critics say only few dozen cases reach the prosecution stage every year and the conviction rate is almost 7pc. It was also
admitted by Prime Minister Imran Khan recently, when he assailed low
rates of conviction in NAB cases and said it was 7pc in Pakistan while in
Malaysia it was 90pc. However, the NAB claims its conviction rate is 70pc.
Analysts say the government will have to concentrate on public issues
and their resolution, as it cannot use corruption as an excuse for inaction
any more. The PTI had announced revolutionary reforms to improve education, health, revenue generation, investment, employment, agriculture,
federation, the environment, tourism and justice, and to eradicate corruption. Prime Minister Imran Khan, in his inaugural speech, had announced
making Pakistan a welfare state.
The PTI government had promised 100m jobs in five years. Instead,
thousands of people have lost their jobs in the private sector in the first year
of its rule. Private businesses are making lay-offs to offset their declining
profit margins. A large number of people, associated with different professions, are losing jobs as even the government’s top-most priority area, the
housing sector, is badly hit. Real estate, housing, private societies’ developers, builders and construction businesses are in extremely bad shape
and a large number of people have lost their jobs in recent months.
Experts say housing societies and builders have started retrenchment
as their businesses were affected because of inconsistency in government
policies, political situation, alleged harassment by the NAB and the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR), the bureaucracy’s reluctance to sign files and
take even legitimate decisions, rupee devaluation and high costs of construction.
Analysts say inflation is the highest in the last five years and growth is
the lowest in nine years. It has badly affected the lowest income groups,
which form the biggest numerical bloc among the working class. Critics
believe Imran Khan has no plan to revive the economy and fulfil his election promises. He is accused of pursuing policies that have hurt the middle
and lower income groups through cutting subsidies, slashing the development budget, squeezing the rupee, stoking inflation and reducing incomes.
Accountability is a lengthy process and the curse is entrenched in society and politics. It will take decades of concerted efforts to dent the problem, which even exists in the civilized world. The government should
reform the NAB under the guidelines of the Supreme Court of Pakistan
and leave the accountability process to it. People are fed up with the accountability mantra and demand resolution to their problems. Instead of
empty rhetoric, the government should focus on practical measures to resolve their issues.
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Impeachment

Trump’s goose
cooked?
Shahid Hussain

A possible impeachment threatens to cut US President Donald Trump’s
term short by almost a year. It will also bulldoze his political career and efforts for a re-election in 2020. However, his sympathizers believe he will
turn defence into offence; the attempt to topple him would backfire and
raise his chances in the next election.
There are two ways of looking at Donald Trump’s astonishing response
to the Democrats’ attempt to impeach him. Either Trump has finally lost
the plot or else he has just guaranteed himself a stunning victory in next
year’s presidential election. Whichever view is correct, both signal a rising
sea of troubles for the US and the world, an article in the Guardian noted.
“Suggestions that Trump has no idea what he’s doing were reinforced by
some unhinged behaviour. His ranting about traitors, spies and low-life at
a White House event was utterly bizarre, reviving claims that he is unfit for
office,” it observed.
The impeachment inquiry is based largely on a whistleblower’s complaint that Trump pressed Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy in a
July 25 telephone call to investigate Joe Biden and his son Hunter, who
had business interests in Ukraine. Joe Biden, who was vice president during Barack Obama’s presidency, is a top contender for the Democratic
nomination to challenge Trump in the November 2020 presidential election.
Democrats claimed the US president had offered Zelensky the release of
$400 million in aid to Ukraine in exchange for the investigation of Hunter
Biden’s business dealings, which is against the law. The Democrats stated
that Trump was using his office to seek help from a foreign state to gain
advantage over his political rival. According to the law, that would be
enough for Trump to be impeached, since his actions would be threatening
US national interests. On the other hand, Trump denied putting pressure
on the Ukrainian leader regarding Biden and asserted that the Democrats’
claims concerning the phone call were “made up”. Trump added that prior
to his meeting with Zelensky, the US had already suspended aid to Ukraine
and there was no link between the aid and Biden’s investigation. Trump
argued that it was normal for him to raise the issue of Biden in the phone
call and that he had spoken to the public many times on the issue as well.
Trump, who argued that there are serious allegations that the Biden
family has made “unlawful” money in Ukraine, stated that it is, indeed, his
duty to investigate corruption allegations against the family of a candidate
running for president. The critical question here is this: Did Trump really
ask for help from a foreign country to gain a trump card against one of his
political rivals and make a decision that jeopardized the national security
of the United States? Whether there is a connection between the release
of the US aid and the Hunter Biden investigation is of utmost importance.
With the House investigating whether to impeach President Trump and
have him face trial in the Senate, it’s worth considering whether Trump has
the tools that have enabled other presidents facing the same threat to stay
in office. The onslaught of stories – the summary of Trump’s call with the
Ukrainian president, the release of text messages about military aid for
Ukraine, various statements by Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani and a televised statement by the president asking China to investigate Biden –
seems to indicate a tough slog ahead from the impeachment inquiry, according to Fox News. Trump can be confident that his opponents won’t get
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the 67 votes in the Senate required to remove him from office as long as
he retains the support of his Republican base. To do that, he needs to take
a page from Reagan and Clinton. Trump’s base has historically been dominated by “working-class voters” – those without a college education. Do
they stay with him or do they conclude that he tried to collude with the
Ukraine? American political history is full of politicians who got into legal
jeopardy but whose working-class supporters remained steadfast in their
support.
While there are some signs the economy is slowing, so far it remains
strong. As long as that continues, Trump can argue that he needs to stay
in office. But will the public stay with him, the way voters backed Reagan
and Clinton, or abandon him as they did with Nixon? On that score, the
jury is still out. His job approval, despite a growing economy, has always
hovered below 50 percent. A recent Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll
found that 69 percent of Americans dislike Trump personally. Just 25 percent said they both liked him and approved of his policies.
But his support among Republicans on Capitol Hill remains strong. According to the latest Fox News poll, 89 percent of Republicans approve of
the job he’s doing. So long as that continues, it’s doubtful many senators
will publicly oppose him or risk a vote to remove him from office. Unable
to defeat Trump with the Russian investigation, the Democrats chose to
use the Ukrainian trump card they received with the complaint of a CIA informant.
American Professor Allan Lichtman is an interesting political historian
who accurately predicted who would win the last nine presidential elections. Lichtman once stated that the Democrats cannot defeat Donald
Trump in the 2020 elections unless they “move into an impeachment inquiry”.
Analysts say the Democrats have turned a trump card into an impeachment inquiry to hurt Trump before a presidential election that they already
thought they had no more than a 50pc chance of winning. Trump will undoubtedly try to use the impeachment inquiry to his advantage, enhancing
the sense of victimization his base feels, in efforts to re-mobilize the conservative Republican supporters from the 2016 election. Although Democrats may argue otherwise, the impeachment inquiry will backfire on them
and help Trump win the 2020 elections.
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Economics

Towards stabilisation
Husnain Shahid

Pakistan has started its journey towards the revival of the economy by
making significant progress. Though international organisations have noted
some positive developments in Pakistan, yet the local media and opposition parties continue to depict a gloomy picture of the country in the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
Pakistan is moving forward on the road to economic stabilisation after
controlling the spiralling current account deficit and export bill and implementing reforms to improve governance and rejuvenating competitiveness.
According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Pakistan needs to press
ahead with macroeconomic and structural reforms; revitalising public sector enterprises; improving revenue collection, energy and water security,
and leveraging improved security and regional cooperation opportunities,
to secure the hard won gains and promote growth. Despite forecasting
Pakistan’s economy to slow down and setting the GDP growth target at
2.8 per cent for FY20, the ADB’s “Asian Development Outlook 2019 Update” said the agriculture sector would recover from weather-induced contraction this year, with major incentives in the agriculture support package
of the government included in the budget for FY20.
Most Pakistani news channels and newspapers screamed of the ADB
forecast on Pakistan’s slowing down economy and rising inflation. “Pakistan’s economy in fiscal year 2019, which ended on 30 June, is showing
signs of recovery as the government’s fiscal consolidation and austerity
measures to address the structural weaknesses started to take effect,” the
ADB had also noted, but it was largely ignored by most media outlets.
There are remarkable signs of recovery in the current account deficit and
foreign exchange reserves, but nobody is willing to give the government
credit for it.
It is a fact that at the 2.8pc growth rate, Pakistan will be the slowest
growing economy in a bloc of eight South Asian nations. Like the last fiscal
year, Bangladesh’s economy will be fastest-growing at a rate of 8pc, followed by India that is projected to grow at 7.2pc and Maldives and Nepal
at 6.3pc. Even war-torn Afghanistan is projected to grow at 3.5pc in this
fiscal year. But Pakistan’s economy was already the slowest in the region
when the PTI had come to power last year.
Commenting on the report, ADB’s Country Director for Pakistan Xiaohong Yang said, “Pakistan needs to continue efforts to stabilise and protect
the economy against external risks, rising global prices, current account
deficit, rising debt servicing, and continued losses of public sector enterprise.” Noting Pakistan’s success on the external front, the ADB admitted
that its trade deficit has shrunk by nearly half in July, the first month of
FY20, from $3.4b a year earlier to $1.8b. With further narrowing of the trade
deficit and a continued positive trend in workers’ remittances, the current
account deficit is projected to narrow further to 2.8pc of GDP in the ongoing
fiscal year.
The ADB report says import payments will remain subdued, reflecting
weak economic activity and the pass-through of past rupee depreciation
against dollar. The real effective exchange rate is now thought to be near
equilibrium, and a lower and more stable rupee is expected to improve export competitiveness. Foreign capital inflows are likely to increase whereas
foreign direct investment should revive as investors’ confidence restores
with implementation of IMF’s stabilisation and reform programme. This
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should also help bring additional finance from multilateral institutions and
other international partners.
In another significant development, Pakistan has been ranked among
the World Bank’s list of “Top-20 improvers in Doing Business 2020.” According to the World Bank, Pakistan has improved in six areas measured
by “Doing Business”, which are: starting a business, dealing with construction permits, getting electricity, registering property, paying taxes and trading across borders. Pakistan’s improvement in the six areas is a reflection
of the country’s development of an ambitious reform strategy, including the
establishment of a national secretariat and prime minister’s reform steering
committee, it noted. The World Bank stated that Pakistan had made the
process of starting a business easier by “expanding procedures available
through the online one-stop shop.” Along with improvements in property
registration, the process of obtaining a construction permit has also been
made easier. This is because the Sindh Building and Control Authority
(SBCA) and the Lahore Development Authority (LDA) have streamlined
approval workflows and improved the operational efficiency of their onestop shops, it observed.
Pakistan has also made a remarkable achievement in revenue collection. It has almost doubled its revenue target for the current fiscal year from
the previous year and it almost achieved it but it is the shortfall that gets
most of the attention of the media and opposition leaders. It is right that
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has missed its revenue collection target for the first quarter of the current fiscal year by a margin of Rs111 billion
against the target of Rs1,071b, but it also a reality that the collection was
more than 25pc than the first quarter of the last fiscal year.
According to the government, the FBR has managed to provisionally
collect Rs960b in the first quarter of the current fiscal year against the target of Rs1,071b. It has also paid past refunds worth Rs15b during the first
quarter as well. In this way, it has achieved almost 90pc of the target. The
FBR has also received 438,564 tax returns until September 30, against
408,381 returns received over the corresponding month last year, showing
an increase of 7.4pc. Last year, the FBR had received 2.6 million returns
after granting eight extensions. It has set a target of 5m returns in the current fiscal year.
It will be wrong to say that the government has not made any headway
on the economy in its first year in power. Despite challenges, signs of relief
are visible and will start bearing fruit to the common people in coming
months and years.
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Conflict

Revival of US-Taliban talks
and peace prospects
Raza Khan

Of late, some very important developments have taken place in
Afghanistan, which would have important consequences for the future of
peace or otherwise in the war-ravaged country. On one hand, an election
to choose the next president of the county was held on September 28, and
on the other, there are a number of reasons due to which the polls for the
highest constitutional office of the country are important.
Firstly, the Afghan presidential election of September 28, which was
fourth on the trot, held relatively peacefully as no large-scale casualties
on, at least, the election-day were witnessed. Although, in the run-up to
the polls, hundreds of people were killed, particularly in elections rallies.
The relatively peaceful election in such violent and volatile times is indeed
not a mean achievement. It would go a long way in creating political stability in the country. However, much will depend who would be ultimately
declared by the Afghan Independent Election Commission the winner. The
results would be announced by October 19 and there are strong chances
that the incumbent President, Dr. Ashraf Ghani, may retain the office. Nevertheless, Chief Executive Officer of Afghanistan, Dr. Abdullah Abdullah,
who has been a main political rival of Ghani, as both also contested the
presidential election in 2014 against each other, could also emerge a winner. But there are fewer chances of Abdullah winning the presidential election. Interestingly, as in 2014, Dr. Abdullah would level charges of electoral
fraud if he loses. Noticeably, he has already claimed to have won the election. This time, Abdullah would try to vociferously push his claim for having
won the presidential election as Ghani is an incumbent president and accusing him of fraud is easy to sell. Moreover, this may be the last bid of
Abdullah to become president. But not a large number of Afghans would
pay heed as they have got used to such unfounded claims by Abdullah. It
will be important for the political stability of Afghanistan.
The election for the next president in Afghanistan would have a strong
influence on peace talks between the Taliban and the United States on
one hand, and the Taliban and the government in Kabul, on the other. Already, signs of the impact of the relatively peaceful election on the negotiation process are quite visible. The Taliban sent a large delegation to
Islamabad, purportedly to revive the stalled peace talks with Washington
as US President’s Special Envoy on Afghanistan, Dr. Zalmay Khalilzad,
was also in Islamabad at the same time. Although both Taliban and Washington did not dub it an effort to revive the suspended peace talks, yet Pakistan has been trying it utmost to put on rails again the process of
negotiations between the two sides. Why the Taliban are seeking the revival of talks with Washington is an important question. In fact, for the Taliban the continued use of violence seems to be counterproductive,
especially when US President Trump vowed to hit the Taliban ferociously
as never before. The Taliban’s inability to stop the presidential election and
staging large-scale violent attacks on the election-day are not only a sign
of weakness of the militia but also an indicator of the rising capacity of the
Afghan National Security Forces to ensure order. Now, if Ghani or Abdullah
returns to power in Afghanistan, the Taliban would feel its heat and they
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would feel the need to reduce violence and come to the negotiation table.
One is at a loss that why the Taliban could not take part in the presidential election. The obvious answer is that the Taliban have always advanced the argument that the current political system in Afghanistan was
imposed by the Western forces on the country and the Afghans have nothing to do with it. Therefore, the Taliban would not be part of the political
system and the process. This is somewhat understandable but the Taliban
have also been unable to turn the tables on the Afghan government and
wrench away power by force as they for the first time did in 1996. Therefore, in order to prove that they are the most “lovable” and “genuine” representatives of the Afghans, the Taliban have left with no other option but
to prove their popularity and support among Afghanistan. Against this
backdrop, they should have fielded their candidate in the presidential election. However, the Taliban, in fact, desisted from becoming part of the political process and contest the presidential election for fear of getting
exposed by failing to win an election. The situation could deeply discredit
the Taliban. But at the same time, the Taliban could have asked the
Afghans to vote for their candidate, so that violence in Afghanistan could
be stopped. Then once in the saddle, the Taliban could do whatever they
want to do. This becomes particularly important when the Taliban have
time and again claimed to mend their old ways of violently and harshly
treating their opponents.
According to discussions of this scribe with people close to the Afghan
Taliban, the group members also feel war-weariness and fatigue due to
an unending conflict. It has now been more than 18 years that the Taliban
have been fighting against the US-led foreign forces in Afghanistan. So,
the tiredness would push the Taliban to join the peace process. Importantly,
Pakistan is playing its critical role in reviving the stalled Afghan peace
process by hosting US envoys and Taliban representatives and obviously
both sides have not come to Pakistan without sureties by Islamabad. It is
important to note that the process of talks between the US and the Taliban
broke down when Washington rightly argued that the Taliban did not want
peace as they continued to stage large-scale militant and terrorist attacks
while at the same time remaining on the negotiations table. Pakistan
seems to have made the Taliban to realize their miscalculation that continued violence and attacks would give them an upper hand in the negotiation process. War-weariness also is playing its role in pushing the Taliban
once again to the negotiation table. Above all, taking place of the relatively
peaceful fourth presidential election would provide political stability to
Afghanistan.
All the factors may ultimately force the Taliban to earnestly realize that
violence and continued conflict is not an option. The situation may increase
the prospects of peace in Afghanistan. However, the situation needs to be
handled very deftly, not only by Afghanistan’s critically important neighbour
Pakistan but also by Washington. Nevertheless, the attitude and behaviour
of the Taliban would be the decisive factor in restoring order to
Afghanistan.
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Politics

Maulana Fazl’s
politics at stake
Raza Khan

The head of the Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam Fazl faction (JUI-F), Fazlur
Rehman, has yet again announced that his party’s months-before announced march against the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan
would go on as planned. The protest, on one hand, may create problems
for the government and on the other, put the political future of Fazl at stake.
Months ago, Fazl had announced that his party, JUI-F, would launch a
huge march in the federal capital, Islamabad, that would result in a lockdown of the city and would force the government of the Pakistan Tehreeke-Insaf (PTI) to give up political power. The JUI-F head’s premise for the
protest march is that PM Khan got a forged mandate in the July 2018 national elections and that he has been imposed by “unseen” forces on the
country. This line of argument of Fazl does not hold much water, as he
should have rejected the results of the 2018 elections outright and stopped
the party members of parliament from taking oath and launched an instantaneous protest movement. It would have greatly roiled the transparency
of the elections and of the PTI, which won majority in the polls. However,
Fazl always wants to enjoy the perks of power, therefore, his party’s MPs
took oath. Whereas, by remaining in the system he also wanted to create
space for himself and family members in the power corridors yet again.
But after failing to get any political benefits in the last more than a year,
the JUI-F has decided to go ahead with the planned protest march against
the government.
The timing of the JUI-F protest march against the government of PM
Khan is also very important for several reasons. At the moment, the top
leadership of opposition parties, including former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, who is also the de-facto head of the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N), and former President of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari, also
the de-facto head of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), are in jail for financial frauds. Fazl knows that the top leadership of the mainstream opposition parties, the PML-N and the PPP, are going through the worst
period of their political life. Therefore, the situation is extremely conducive
to launch an anti-government protest. The PML-N and the PPP have been
wary of the political designs and methods of the JUI-F head but due to political expediency they have announced backing the JUI-F’s anti-government march. The PPP and the PML-N leadership, despite in soup, has
serious problems with supporting Fazl, as the latter has a history of creating situations to get maximum personal benefits. Therefore, the PML-N
and the PPP are circumspect that in the process of the anti-government
protest their vested interests could be compromised. The JUI-F is desirous
of PML-N and PPP support in the anti-PTI movement as without it there
are no bright chances of the success of the protest.
Fazl also knows that the government of PM Khan has failed on almost
all fronts. It failed to improve the socioeconomic situation of the country
and the lot of the people whereas the people have to experience unprecedented inflation and price hike besides heavy taxation. Moreover, the PTI
government has also failed to fulfil even a single electoral promise made
to the people. Therefore, if a protest movement is launched, the people
would generally support it, at least morally. In this regard, JUI-F head Fazl
is especially relying to exploit the sentiments of the business community
of the country, which has faced extensive reverses due to the imposition
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of heavy taxes by the government of PM Khan. Fazl, as a wily politician,
knows that his protest campaign could be financially sponsored by the
wealthy members of the business community as removal of PM Khan’s
government is in the best interest of the community.
Whether the JUI-F would be able to launch a huge protest march
against the PTI government or not, but the former does have a decent following, particularly students and teachers of seminaries run by the party.
The young men of the party in these seminaries are definitely a very huge
force and if most of them remained committed to the cause of the party,
they could create serious problems for the PTI government. Here, it is also
important to note that PM Khan’s government has only majority of less
than 10 MPs in the parliament. Fazl knows the situation and will try to exploit it to the hilt in the hope that if pressure is built on PM Khan, he may
call new elections after dissolving the National Assembly, which is the exclusive prerogative of the prime minister according to the Constitution.
These are the immediate causes of Fazl’s anti-government campaign.
There are some other very important political and person reasons for the
JUI-F and Fazl to stage the protest against the PTI government. The traditional reason for the JUI-F to launch an anti-government movement is
that it is the PTI and PM Khan’s politics that have inflicted irreparable damage on the religious parties, specifically the JUI-F, by defeating the party
candidates including its chief, Fazl, in its once strongholds in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. The JUI-F had been part of almost all governments
since early 1990s, irrespective of whichever party, whether the PML-N or
the PPP, was in the saddle.
In the 2018 national elections, the JUI-F was nearly routed and Fazl
was defeated and he could not make it to the National Assembly after a
considerable time. With this, the JUI-F head also lost its long-held lucrative
position of Kashmir Committee Chairman, an inconsequential body to promote Pakistan’s stance on Indian occupied Kashmir. Today, JUI-F head
Fazl feigns he is supporting the PML-N and the PPP for the sake of democracy and the Constitution. However, history suggests that the JUI-F has
had nothing to do with democracy or the Constitution but to get as much
government power for itself as possible. The key motive of the JUI-F is to
have power and then cling to it by hook or crook. PM Khan’s party gave
the JUI-F a considerable drubbing in KP and even defunct FATA by bagging majority votes and seats. Both KP and FATA along with the Pakhtun
part of Balochistan have been traditional strongholds of the JUI-F. This has
largely been due to clerics’ social influence within the once ultra-conservative societies. The JUI-F has always used its social influence in the regions to establish its political and power base. Nevertheless, it is despite
the fact that nationalist, moderate and progressive parties, like the PPP,
ANP, PkMAP and now PTI, have always got more support from the people
in all traditional strongholds of the JUI-F. This has prevented the JUI-F
from making its own government in KP or Balochistan. The only instance
when the JUI-F could have its chief minister in KP was in 2002, when the
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) had won majority in KP.
Outside power has added to the frustration of the JUI-F and, therefore,
it is doing its utmost to bring down the PTI government to create space for
itself in the power corridors.
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Economics

Rising inflation
Muhammad Jahangir

There has been no let-up in the pressure on prices as the inflation rate rose
to 11.4pc in September 2019. As per available data, inflation spiraled up due
to a hike in food and energy prices.
According to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, the pace of inflation, measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), increased to 11.4pc in September
over a year ago, registering an increase of 0.9pc as compared to the previous
month.
However, the core inflation – measured by excluding the impact of food
and energy prices – slightly decelerated to 8.4pc in urban areas and remained static at 8.8pc in rural areas of the country. Average inflation in the
first quarter of the current fiscal year stood at 10.08pc compared to 6.1pc in
the same period of the previous year.
Food inflation in both urban and rural areas increased by 15pc as compared to a year ago while non-food inflation remained in single digit at 9.7pc
in urban areas and 8pc in rural areas. Out of 19 major items that saw an increase in September over last year, 14 were related to food in the urban
areas. Contrary to expectations, the central bank’s tight monetary policy has
failed to positively impact the prices of food items, which are increasing because of supply issues, increase in sales tax and the monopoly of a few businesses. The maximum increase was recorded in gas prices, which soared
by 114.64pc in urban areas followed by 108.7pc surge in the prices of onion,
79.4c in chicken, 46.8c in moong pulse, 38pc in cigarettes, 37pc in sugar,
36.2pc in potato and 22pc in petrol. Cooking oil prices increased by 20.3pc,
construction inputs 19pc, vegetable ghee 18.3pc, tea 16.4pc, doctor fee
15.8pc, meat 12.7pc, wheat flour 12.3pc and transport services 11.5pc.
As usual, there is a variation in the rates of urban and rural inflation. In
September, inflation in urban areas recorded an increase of 11.6pc while in
rural areas, it rose to 11.1by as compared to a year ago. As per SBP projection, inflation is going to decline in the coming months.
As noted by analysts, the increase in sugar prices once again underlines
the problem of monopoly in the sector that the PTI government has not been
able to break due to its influence in the corridors of power. While analyzing
inflation figures, one must keep in mind the change in the SBP policy of setting the monetary rate.
As against the earlier policy of setting the monetary policy rate while keep-
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ing in view the core inflation, the SBP has now shifted to the projection for
headline inflation for determining the policy rate. Thus, it has projected the
headline inflation in the range of 11-12pc and set the interest rate at 13.25pc.
In other words, had the central bank not changed its policy, there would have
been a strong case to cut the interest rate due to stable core inflation in the
past three months.
It is important to note in this connection that the September inflation rate
was in line with the central bank’s inflation projection. Last month, the government had changed the inflation calculation methodology and the 11.4pc
rate has been calculated on the basis of the new methodology. When calculated with the old methodology and old base year of 2007-08, the rate of inflation in September would be 12.55pc. However, on the basis of both
methodologies, the rate of inflation is increasing.
The chief economist of the central bank recently said that inflation would
start receding from the second half of the current fiscal year. No doubt, controlling inflation is high on the agenda of the government of the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran Khan, but the steps
taken for the purpose have not yielded desired results.
In this context, a special panel of the National Assembly, set up to suggest
measures to contain inflation, has called for stability in the exchange rate, reduction in the monetary policy rate, the introduction of a meaningful cut in
current expenditure, reduction in indirect taxes on basic consumption goods
and reduction in utility prices. The special panel has also criticised the policy
of attracting hot foreign money by keeping the interest rate “artificially high”.
Needless to say, if the government follows some of the suggestions of the
National Assembly panel, the inflation rate can be brought down substantially.
According to economic experts, there is a lot of scope to bring down the
policy rate from 13.25pc, since the core inflation has hovered at around 8.5pc
for some time. This view of the situation is endorsed by the fact that core inflation stood at only 8.4pc in September. The real interest rate, when worked
out on the basis of core inflation, is higher by 4.9pc.
The rising prices of essential articles have upset the budget of average
households in the country. It is time the government moved to provide some
relief to the people.
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Global economy – a
rocky ride
Muhammad Jahangir

The global economy is undergoing a sea change. China is rising while all
other major economies, including the US and Japan, are on the decline.
The number 1 position of the US is under threat. Japan too is losing
ground. While the EU economy is struggling, the BRICS countries are forging ahead.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) publishes the World Economic
Outlook every year which is a comprehensive report on the state of the
world economy. In its last report, the IMF had projected global growth at
3.5 percent for 2017 and 3.7 percent for 2018, lowering its forecast by 0.3
percentage points for both years. The IMF forecast a slowdown in China
and said that the Euro area would continue to languish. According to the
IMF report, slower 2016 growth in China reflected the decision by the authorities to take care of some of the imbalances which are in place and the
desire to reorient the economy towards consumption and away from the
real estate sector and shadow banking.
On the other hand, the World Bank had predicted that the global economy would grow 3.3 percent in 2017. The IMF report is largely in line with
remarks by its managing director some time back in which she had said
that falling oil prices and strong US growth were unlikely to make the IMF
more upbeat. According to IMF, the Euro zone and Japan would suffer a
long period of weak growth and low inflation. Projections for emerging
economies were also cut back, with the outlook for oil exporters, like Russia, Nigeria and Saudi Arabia, worsening the most. The IMF also lowered
projections for Brazil and India, two major BRICKS countries.
The IMF noted that the ups and downs in oil prices have adversely affected the economies of both developed and developing countries. The
IMF report noted two other consequences of oil price fluctuations. Lower
oil prices will give central banks in emerging economies leeway to delay
raising benchmark interest rates, while some countries will also get a
chance to reform energy subsidies and taxes. On the other hand, the interests of commodity importers and exporters will suffer a setback. Oil exporters would be able to draw on funds they amassed when prices were
high and can allow for substantial depreciation in their currencies to cushion the economic shock of plunging prices.
However, the prospects for the world economy seem to have improved
lately thanks to some new developments. The latest report in this regard
came from the Paris-based Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development which sharply upgraded its economic forecasts for the Euro
zone because low oil prices and the European Central Bank’s programme
of quantitative easing lifted hopes for the region’s rapid recovery.
In its Interim Economic Assessment, the OECD said that it expected
the Euro zone to grow by 1.4 per cent in 2017 and 2 per cent in 2018. This
was 0.3 percentage points faster than previously anticipated for both years
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and in line with the latest forecasts from the ECB. However, the OECD believed that global growth was excessively reliant on monetary policy, and
that governments needed to accelerate structural reforms and increase investment spending to complement what central banks were doing.
In its report, the OECD had painted a positive outlook for Japan, saying
that growth could accelerate to 1.4 per cent in 2018, faster than anticipated. At the same time, the OECD played down fears of deceleration of
the US economy, leaving its forecasts unchanged. The UK was predicted
to grow at a slower than earlier predicted by the OECD.
On the downside, the OECD warned that the environment of low inflation and low interest rates created a growing risk of financial instability. It
pointed out that excessive reliance on monetary policy alone was building
up financial risks, while not yet reviving business investment. In this context, it recommended that a more balanced policy approach was needed,
making full use of fiscal and structural reforms, as well as monetary policy,
to ensure sustainable growth over the longer term.
For developing countries both IMF and OECD surveys contained guidelines which they must study and follow to keep their economies on a sustainable growth path. While there were new factors supporting growth, but
negative forces were also at work, including the lingering legacies of the
financial crisis and lower potential growth in many countries. This militated
against the prospects of growth in production and exports. To cope with
the challenges ahead, developing and emerging economies will have to
follow accommodative monetary policies. But the most important of all are
structural reforms without which it is impossible to plan for long-term, sustainable growth.
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Education

Phantom teachers and
schools in Balochistan
Rasheed Ali
Though “ghost” (phantom) teachers and schools in Balochistan could be
traced back to early years of the current decade, yet a provincial minister
officially declared in 2016 that there was no record of 15,000 teachers and
900 schools with almost 300,000 fake registration of students.
Certainly, it was a matter of concern for all concerned. But a bigger appalling reality of today is the fact that the provincial government has failed
to identify and fire “ghost” teachers even after the passage of over three
years. The ghost schools still run on paper and the teachers are still drawing
salaries every month and receiving funds in the name of fake students.
Abdul Rahim Ziaratwal, the education minister in 2016, made a startling
revelation in the Balochistan Assembly, saying about 900 ghost schools
had been detected with 300,000 fake registration of students, and out of
60,000, 15,000 teachers’ records were found missing. A year earlier in
2015, the provincial education department had fired 450 absenting teachers. Abdul Saboor Kakar, the provincial education secretary, told the media
the funding had been stopped to some 650 ghost schools and 450 teachers
sacked, who never taught at any school, but were drawing their salaries
regularly. He said Balochistan had some 12,500 government schools and
efforts were being made to increase the number of functional schools. At
that time, about one third of primary school age children were out of school,
while 42pc of the population aged 10 and above was illiterate, according to
the Education for All 2015 National Review report.
In 2017, the Balochistan education authorities again admitted the presence of approximately 10,000 ghost teachers, and those attending schools
casually. The next year, Balochistan Education Secretary Tayyab Lehri told
the media in 2018 at least 1,800 state-run primary, middle and high schools
in the province had been found non-functional. Another 2,200 schools were
without shelter and 5,000 primary schools were being run by single teachers. The secretary claimed that despite suspending 179 teachers, ordering
inquiries against 97 and issuing show-cause notices to 82, the size and
gravity of the crisis needed a bigger crackdown.
However, he then shared good news with the media that the total number of government primary, middle and high schools had increased to
13,000 across the province. He claimed declaring an education emergency
in the province to ensure the implementation of Article 25-A of the Constitution, though majority of over 10,000 ghost teachers continued drawing
their salaries without being detected.
In the beginning of the current year, the United Nations Children's Fund,
commonly known as Unicef, released a report, making a painful disclosure
that 70pc children are still out of school in Balochistan, and the highest
number of out-of-school children belong to rural areas. The report revealed
that Dasht district has the lowest literacy rate and the largest number of
non-functional or ghost schools in the province. Also, in Awaran, one of the
most beautiful places in Balochistan, school buildings destroyed in the 2013
earthquake, are yet to be reconstructed.
Education Secretary Tayyab Lehri, in a telephonic talk with Cutting
Edge, admitted that over one million school age children in Balochistan
were out of school currently. He says the incumbent government has taken
various measures to handle the ghost schools and their teachers and force
teachers to come to schools and teach their students. Recently, the provincial cabinet approved the Balochistan Essential Education Service Act,
2018. Under the proposed legislation, teachers would be barred from observing strikes, locking classrooms or boycotting classes to press for the
acceptance of their demands. However, he admits, the issue is enormous
and needs comprehensive and continuous efforts to get resolved.
In May 2019, says Lehri, the education department suspended over
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2,000 teachers across the province over their continued absence from duty.
Those suspended belonged not only to far-off districts but also the provincial headquarters. Such teachers were suspended in Quetta, Pishin, Dera
Bugti, Qilla Abdullah and other districts of the province. The education secretary says at least 10,000 more teachers have been recruited during the
past five years and the number of government teachers from primary to
high school levels currently stands at 70,000 in Balochistan. He says notices are being issued to absenting teachers every month; 81 teachers were
issued notices in Dera Bugti and over 200 in Pishin in two months. Other
remedial steps taken in a meeting include making over 1,800 schools functional and upgrading 67 middle schools and 80 higher secondary schools
in the province, he says.
However, education problems are not limited to merely ghost schools
and their teachers in Balochistan. Those attending schools have to face
various problems due to missing facilities in the so-called functional schools.
According to education department documents, 9,247 government schools
in the province have no facility for drinking water while 9,838 schools do
not have toilet facilities. As per the documents, the province has over
13,000 primary, middle and high schools with an enrolment of 899,383 male
and female students. Over 7,900 schools do not have boundary walls, while
there are 5,296 “one room, one teacher” schools.
An officer of the Balochistan Planning and Development Department
told an English-language daily that despite allocation of Rs. 2 billion in the
last two financial years for construction of washrooms and the provision of
missing facilities in government schools, the task could not be accomplished. These budgetary allocations made in 2016-17 and 2017-18 lapsed
and schools could not get the missing facilities, regretted the official. “What’s
the use of declaring an education emergency in the province if there’s no
political will and capacity to utilise even the budgetary allocations,” asks the
official.
Zubair Torwali, who has been working in the fields of education and development in Balochistan for the last many years, says around 1.9 million
children in the province are out of school and more than half (51pc) of them
are girls. According to statistics, 1.3 million children are missing out on secondary education. There are 11,627 primary schools and just 42 higher secondary schools, he tells Cutting Edge.
As a keen observer, he says Balochistan has made little progress since
2013 in curtailing teacher absenteeism, identifying ghost schools, and partially addressing the inequality between the numbers of primary schools
and the number of middle and high schools. Between 2011-2012 and 201617, the budget for education rose from Rs. 22.66 billion to Rs. 48.61 billion,
though significant challenges persist, he says. While the recurrent budget
for expenses, such as teacher salaries and learning materials, has risen
each year, the development budget for infrastructure, missing facilities and
teaching materials has declined. The current education development
budget stands at Rs. 6.44 billion against a recurrent budget of Rs. 42.18
billion.
However, Mr. Torwali adds, the real issue is not of budgetary allocations
merely. The provincial authorities, both political and administrative, in fact,
lack the political will and a sense of ownership as far as the education sector
is concerned. Otherwise, he adds, identifying the ghost schools, ghost and
absenting teachers and fake registration of students to secure government
funds would not require more than a year. However, it is painful that more
than 5,000 ghost teachers are still drawing salaries and getting other financial benefits for the last five years, when for the first time, the issue was
brought to light by the authorities themselves, he adds.
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Strategy

The speech and
beyond
Askari Raza Malik

An expectant nation waited for days before PM Imran Khan’s maiden
speech at the UNGA on the 27th of this month. A young anchorperson said
that towards the end his eyes were filled with tears. So many others expressed the same emotion.
The speech was hailed as “historic” by many a media house in Pakistan. From that young anchorperson, Osama Ghazi, to the ‘Chairman
Standing Committee of the Senate on Foreign Affairs’, Mushahid Hussain
and a famous commentator Dr. Shahid Masoud, everyone seemed visibly
moved by the speech. The heart-rending story of the oppressed Kashmiris
suffering untold atrocities at the hands of the Indian occupation forces was
bound to stir those emotions.
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill on taking over had warned the
world about the Nazis who were not only a threat to England, but the entire
humanity including a far-flung United States. He was right. Imran Khan did
the same. His speech was not a hate-spewing, war-mongering rhetoric.
He was expressing a genuine worry, a global concern posed by another
fascist. Modi’s arrogance continues unabated. That is pushing us to the
edge of the precipice. A war between two nuclear powers is very much a
possibility with its infinite repercussions for the entire world. That is what
the PM said and said it with all the sincerity.
Some avowed IK antagonists did murmur disagreement, meek and
apologetic. Perhaps they, according to Hazarat Ali (RA), were compelled
to speak the language of the wealth that controlled their pens and tongues.
Similarly, the political opposition on the whole lacked passion and conviction and was found even below par its usual mediocrity. Bilawal has a subtle sense of humour. He made everyone smile by saying that he was not
satisfied with the speech. The rest, including the Indians’ counter speech
at the UNGA were a mere routine.
The most important aspect is the impact a speech creates. Experts say
that it is not the knowledge that a speaker gives but what his audience perceive that matters. This impact is unpredictable and unquantifiable, an intangible like, honour, peace and calm. This intangible is also controlled by
God. “Oh Allah…You honour whom You will and You humble whom You
will”. (3:26)
All those who pursue a normal career and achieve a position that is not
inherited know that success does not result from hard work alone. Destiny
or luck plays a predominant role in shaping careers of successful men and
women. It is that invisible hand that seems to move ahead clearing all the
minefields, removing all the obstacles and bridging all the gaps in the way
of the ultimate. This is neither predestination nor luck. These are the mysteries of the spiritual.
No ‘luck’ by astrological definition can remain constantly favourable. It
is the grace of God that bestows power and honour and makes people rise
beyond their potential. Those who realize this truth and are grateful to God
while in power, acquit themselves with honour. The ungrateful meet with
repentance and disgrace. In some professions people become consciousness of the ultimate power sooner than in others. Soldering during conflict
is one. Professional sports are another. One is constantly on trial. Every
moment of consequence seems to open new vistas of belief and wonder.
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Other professions also have the element of the unknown, but it requires
greater wisdom and sensitivity to realize the truth. Small warning signs escape attention and often it is too late in the day to make amendments. That
is why soldiers and sportsmen seem addicted to exclamations like ‘Inshah
Allah’, ‘God willing’ and ‘if everything went according to the plans’, etc.,
more than a politician or a diplomat. It is because they learn that ‘if you
want to make God laugh, tell Him your plans and if you want to further
amuse Him, tell Him how strong you are’. The power of the intangibles
makes the wise conscious of their limitations.
The wise is always alive to the powers of God. He constantly invokes
His blessings and never sounds as cocksure as the ordinary often do; like
someone saying, ‘we will kick this government out’. God is God, the statement will not fail to amuse even a poor mortal.
Like the physical laws that govern the functioning of the universe, the
spiritual laws based on ethics, morals and scruples play an equally important role in the life of individuals and nations. Those who ignore the spiritual
come to grief. ‘There is no God but God’, is a conviction that is universally
admitted as an indomitable and unparalleled motivating factor. It turns man
into a true vicegerent of God on earth, fearless, independent truthful and
honest. IK’s strong expression of his beliefs inspires the people of Pakistan.
The crucial question is, what next? The veteran soldiers rule out the
use of force because of our obvious disadvantages in the conventional
comparative strength ratios. Pakistan’s strategy is defensive. But if provoked we will respond strongly. However, the existence of nuclear arsenal
on both sides cannot be easily brushed aside. At the same time men in
uniform have known other covert and overt methods to put physical pressure on the enemy. Nothing stops Pakistan from adopting one or more of
such methods.
Exterior maneuver built on diplomacy, and techniques of fifth generation
warfare is a viable option. There is no ready-made roadmap so to speak.
The government will have to create a think-tank, in or outside the Foreign
Affairs Division based on genuine intellectuals, similar to the one established by the British Navy in World War II to find an answer to the menace
of German U-Boats. Modi’s fascism needs to be countered with more than
conventional mechanism.
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Politics

Religion in
Pakistan’s politics
Faheem Amir

Pakistan’s checkered political history shows that the ruling elite, including politicians, businessmen, feudal lords, religious parties and pirs has
used religion very expertly to protect its partisan interests, corruption
and rule in the country.
There is no doubt about it that the ruling elite has used religion to
keep the poor and helpless people submissive, contented, divided and
ignorant of scientific education, revolutionary views, new developments
in the realms of economics, politics, sociology, human development,
artificial intelligence and space science, etc. The ruling elite has, with
the help of America, inculcated jihadism among the people for waging
and winning the Afghan war against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan; it
has ignited sectarianism and extremism among the people for preserving political interests of some sectarian parties.
After the Army Public School attack, the army has crushed the Taliban and many other militant organisations which were challenging the
existence of the state. It is a shocking reality that more than 70,000 innocent people, including security personnel, women and children, have
lost their lives in the war against terror. While Pakistan’s economy has
faced more than $120 billion loss. Unfortunately, all these atrocities
were perpetrated and justified in the name of religion.
It is also a proven fact that religion was not a single factor in mobilising the Muslims of the sub-continent for achieving a separate homeland. There were many other economic, social, cultural and political
factors, along with religion, which gave birth to Pakistan under the great
leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. The great Quaid
fully knew that the Muslims of the sub-continent would never get an equitable and fair share of government and economic resources from the
Hindu majority in a democratic system. That is why he refused the offer
of becoming the first prime minister of undivided India.
Many religious parties, like Majlis-e-Ahrar-e-Islam, Jamiat-e-UlemaHind and Jamaat-e-Islami opposed the idea of creation of Pakistan
under a Western-educated political leader who wanted to create a moderate state. These religious leaders believed their political and economic
interests would be preserved easily in a Hindu majority country because,
in a moderate and secular Muslim country, political, economic and social
policies would be formed by educated and secular-minded leaders. In
the words of Yasser Latif Hamdani, this was the reason that “the religious parties, especially Maulana Madni, called for a Misaq-e-Medinalike pact with the Hindu majority whereby the Hindu majority would rule
and the Ulema would rule the Muslim community like a fiefdom”.
To save their interests, Darul-Uloom Deoband, with the help of their
Hindu friends, established its own university, Jamia Milli. The religious
leaders tried to divide the ranks of the Muslim League by raising sectarian questions against Ahmadis and Shias, many of whom were in
good positions in the Muslim League. The religious leaders also started
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calling the Qauaid-e-Azam as Kafir-e-Azam. In spite of their opposition
and hatred against the Quaid, Pakistan came into being in 1947. But,
unfortunately, Pakistan gradually quit secularism and modernism which
Jinnah had so eloquently preached on August 11, 1947. It is also a fact
that, from 1947 to 1977, Pakistan was committed to the idea of Muslim
modernism. But, when General Zia-ul-Haq took over the reign, everything changed. The JI and JUI-F, which were against the creation of
Pakistan, got a new role of making Pakistan a fundamentalist state to
protect the interests of the Zia regime. The JUI’s Mufti Mahmood, father
of Maulana Fazlur Rehman, who once openly said “thank God we were
not involved in the sin of the creation of Pakistan”, was accepted as a
patriot and religious leader. Jinnah’s ideas of moderation, secularism
and enlightenment were buried by extremists and fundamentalists, who
got an opportunity to acquire power and pelf under Zia. In fact, Gen
Zia’s 11 years of Islamisation turned Pakistan into a theocracy where
religion is still used to provoke the people, get support of the masses,
acquire power, protect ill-conceived policies, corruption and anti-state
activities.
There are still many political and religious parties like the JUI-F, JI
and TLP, which have exploited religion for acquiring and safeguarding
their own political and economic interests in the country. But now the
powers that be have changed their plan because they have not supported the religious parties like the JUI-F and JI in the 2018 elections.
Resultantly, Maulana Fazlur Rehman, the chief of the Jamiat Ulema-eIslam (JUI-F), could not win his seat.
Over the past twenty years, Maulana has always been part of the
parliament in the country's political system. In the words of Imran Khan,
“This is the first time in a while, that our Assembly is running without
Diesel.” No doubt, after two decades, Maulana is out of the system
which has made him restless and infuriated.
In this angry mood, Maulana is openly speaking against state institutions and the government. He has given a call for his Azadi March
and threatened to lock down the entire country if his march was not allowed to reach Islamabad. Addressing party workers at a convention
in Peshawar, he slammed the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government for its “soft stance” on the Kashmir issue, claiming that the incumbent rulers had “sold the blood of Kashmiri brethren” and were now
“rejoicing over it”. “The JUI-F’s Azadi March is a war that will only end
with the fall of this government,” Fazl remarked and warned ‘those supporting the PTI government’ to back off or otherwise, they will have to
put up with the worst form of resistance.
There are reports that the JUI-F is also playing its religious card as
it has collected funds from the people and workers in the name of Tahafuz-e-Namoose Resalat. Maulana openly calls Imran Khan an agent of
Jews. While, other leaders of the JUI-F, like Kafayat Ullah etc, are in-
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citing the students of madrassaha “to be ready for embracing Shahdat
during the march against the government.” It is pure Machiavellianism
because the JUI- F and Maulana are using religion just to protect their
political and economic interests.
PM Imran Khan has said that Fazlur Rehman would not be able to
exploit the "religious card" against the government at the behest of the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the PML-N. “The government believes that students of seminaries are our own children, but they are
being misguided by people like Fazlur Rehman. He is upset because
he won’t be able to use madrassa students for his political motives after
seminary reforms,” the premier said while presiding over a meeting of
government and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) spokespersons.
It is a fact that Maulana’s march is not for Kashmir as he has done
nothing for it in his ten years as Chairman of National Assembly’s Committee on Kashmir, except enjoying all perks and privileges. The march
is also not against the police brutality, corruption, child abuse, spread
of HIV in Sindh, famine in Thar, pollution in Karachi, weak economy,
class-riddled education and judicial systems. Because, Maulana has
been a part of the PPP and PML-N governments which created all
these problems with their wrong policies.
In fact, with this march, Maulana wants to protect his and his party
leaders’ corruption. It is said that Maulana and former Khyber
Pakhtunkhawa Chief Minister Akram Durrani have illegally occupied
over 1200 kanals of land allocated for families of police martyrs.
Maulana also wants to stop the government from introducing madrassa
reforms. He has developed personal hatred for Imran Khan who has
wiped out his party from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He has a strong desire
to be back in the system which is functioning without him. It is now an
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open secret that Maulana wished to become the prime minister in 2007.
Declan Walsh, quoting Wikileakes, wrote in the Guardian, “in November 2007 Maulana Fazlur Rehman, leader of the country’s most
fiercely pro-Taliban religious party, hosted a jovial dinner for (Ambassador) Patterson at which he sought her backing to become prime minister and expressed a desire to visit America.” Candidly, Maulana’s
closest aide, Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri is quoted saying, “all important parties in Pakistan had to get the approval” of the US, for forming a government. After the meeting, Patterson reported to her
superiors that Maulana “has made it clear that his still significant number of votes are up for sale.”
It clearly shows that with this march Maulana just wants to reclaim
his personal relevance in Pakistan's politics. But, very cunningly, he is
using the religious card along with national interests and patriotism for
gaining his Machiavellian interests.
On the other hand, Imran Khan is also using religion to conceal his
government's failure and corruption. He is using Riyasat-i-Madina rhetoric to deceive the poor people of Pakistan. He has not fulfilled his
promises of creating 10m jobs, building 5m houses, introducing police
reforms, bringing back looted $200 billion stashed in foreign countries,
etc. Imran Khan has included the MQM, the PML- Q and other corrupt
electables to form his government. He has selected incompetent and
corrupt ministers in his PTI government, who are indulging in corruption. There are health and economic problems in the country but Imran
Khan's government has no solution to solve them, except to use religion
for diverting the attention of the people from real and pressing issues.
It is very unfortunate that all corrupt politicians and religious leaders
are misusing religion to plunder the country and its people.

19

Accountability

The MBS way!
Fakir S. Ayazuddin

Your Royal Highness! I have been a great admirer
of yours from the beginning when you appeared as
the ‘Crown Prince’ of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Since then, my admiration has grown with every
achievement of yours in the world politics. Most notably was your success in dealing with the top businessmen of Saudi Arabia and how you have
sequestered them into suites at the Ritz Carlton
Hotel in Saudi Arabia. The most plush jail imaginable, with all manner of high-end menus, available
at their request.
I understand, smoked Salmon and Caviar were
on offer, at the same time, the detainees were
asked to cooperate with the questions put to them.
After three or four weeks the detainees coughed up
$21 billion to the coffers of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (KSA). These amounts would have remained out of the grass of the government. This was a remarkable
achievement and all without a broken fingernail.
Your Highness, in Pakistan we are facing a similar crisis where our
leadership has decamped with more than $30 billion from mostly government funds. Many of these amounts have been identified and pinpointed.
What is needed here is your ‘Royal Touch’ as employed by you so effectively in your country. Here, we have a problem because our leader and
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan is attempting the impossible, ‘Making
an omelet without breaking eggs’.
Recovering money from a thief without applying pressure is next to impossible. Similarly, to expect former Prime Minister Nawaz and ex-President Asif Ali Zardari to turn over the billions that they have stolen from the
national kitty over the last 30 years, without a struggle, is wishing for the
impossible.
As you have gathered from negotiating with your fellow Saudis, the
threats given to achieve your results must have been severe and real. Otherwise, the results would have not possibly been achieved. Similarly, our
leader Imran Khan is attempting to recover the stolen money from hardened criminals who have been manipulating the entire judiciary and the
police of the whole country. They have managed to convince themselves
that they were born to rule and almost succeeded in convincing the other
Pakistanis that this was the fact. The two former rulers of Pakistan do not
understand what they have done wrong for, to them, they own the whole
country and its people!
To them, they were above the law, insisting that they are the law unto
themselves. It is obvious that the Constitution of Pakistan is a hand maiden
to be used as a convenience. For them the 220 million other Pakistanis
do not matter.
They are mere rubber stamps to come forward every five years to vote,
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bringing the rulers in, for another term. After the exercise, they are not
needed and are trashed. The mounting garbage dumps in Karachi are testament to this lack of responsibility to the people who voted them in. To the
politicians this social contract i.e. good governance is not even considered.
This scandalous behavior on the part of the politicians should be enough
to warrant a revolution to remove this corrupt system and punish all these
politicians. The revolution would have drastic overtones and would certainly
lead to bloodshed- which may be necessary if the system is to be removed
and replaced. This revolution seems necessary because the corruption disease is too deeply ingrained in the present political system.
All systems, righteous, religious, leftist and military have been tried and
tested in this country and each one has failed in their own capacity, including the lukewarm Imran Khan mishmash. The failure of the entire system
repeatedly proved through the manipulation of the judicial system which
itself is in need of reform. Revolution is the only way, drastic but necessary.
All the other systems have been tried and failed; this seems to be the only
chance left for the country. Prime Minister Imran Khan should try the Mohammad bin Salman (MBS) system, which would include skinning alive,
chopping finely, and knee caps drilling, while they scream in pain and the
public gathers around to applaud and cheers the howls of anguish. This
solution, devised by Mohammad bin Salman, may sound drastic to many
in Pakistan, but it is the only way the message of terror to the Pakistani
public will carry effectively. No Pakistani will ever dare in future to break
the law and plunder national wealth, which otherwise could have been
used for the welfare of the common man, if the same rule is applied to
Pakistani politicians to recover money stashed abroad.
To MBS, Your Highness, a vote of thanks for showing us the right direction in our struggle to recover looted wealth of the nation. Prime Minister
Imran Khan is the only man who can apply these means, we wish him
good luck.
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Conflict

Trump-Modi multibillion
dollar embrace and the
Kashmir imbroglio
M. Fazal Elahi

What an embrace it was! None could deny that this profoundly warm embrace between the heads of two major business partners and strategic allies, the US and India, and their strongly clasped hands on the mammoth
stage set up at the rally of around 50,000 people, held at the NRG Stadium, Houston, on September 22, 2019, conveyed a very strong and lucid
message to Pakistan in particular and the world in general how close the
two countries were to each other.
Strategic interests of the two countries apart, the basic reason why this
unequivocal demonstration of warmth and affection between the two leaders, US President Donald Trump and Indian Premier Narendra Modi, was
termed a “multibillion dollar embrace” is because of the extremely strong
economic bond that the US in particular has with India. It is a known fact
that India is a huge market for the US for sale of sophisticated military
hardware and other advanced technology. The US has sold billions of dollars worth of military hardware to India, not in the too distant past; it is gearing up to sell yet more, worth billions, in the immediate future.
The Trump-Modi meeting in Houston on September 22 and on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly session on September 23, 2019, if one
may equitably conclude, should be ominous for Pakistan, particularly in
the backdrop of the ongoing occupied Kashmir imbroglio. To be more specific, the signals emanating from both sides during the meet were very
strong and lucid. Should Pakistan still pin hopes for strong and concrete
support from the US vis-à-vis resolution of the hopelessly nerve-wrecking
Kashmir problem? Does Pakistan have the choice to think otherwise? Apparently, it doesn’t. This then leaves Pakistan with the only option of making sustained efforts to convince the UN and the US, in particular and the
world in general, that occupied Kashmir is a serious flashpoint which, on
getting ignited, could potentially engulf not only the region but, perhaps,
the entire world into a catastrophe beyond the figment of imagination of
all and sundry across today’s peace-starved, turmoil-ridden world.
In the backdrop of the hideous fact, the situation tends to become more
desperate when others also join the ranks, for economic reasons, and shy
away from unequivocally supporting Pakistan on the IoK tragedy; a tragedy
that perhaps has no parallel in recent world history. Unfortunately, very
strong “economic relations” of Muslim countries with India seem to have
taken precedence over what is known as “principles.” It has become abundantly clear that for purely economic reasons the response of these countries to Pakistan’s clarion call for support to the Kashmir cause was
extremely subdued and, therefore, highly demoralizing. The UN and the
US in particular and the world community in general seem to have failed
to appreciate that there is something else, as well, which is equally significant as economic interests of any nation, and that is “principles.” Any nation that compromises on its principles, for self-interest or whatever
reasons, is bound to lose its respectability in the comity of respected world
nations, in the long run.
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The Kashmir imbroglio should be of vital interest and concern to the
entire world. Why should it be so? Because Kashmir is a dangerous flashpoint that could potentially lead India and Pakistan, the two globally recognized nuclear powers of the region, to a catastrophic nuclear war. And,
God forbid, if this happens it would devastatingly engulf not only the region
but, perhaps, the entire world eventually. It is this vitally important factor
that apparently hasn’t yet crossed the minds of the world powers. The
world community remains totally insensitive to the developments taking
place in IOK. Doesn’t their silence speak about their hypocrisy in dealing
with issues of international interest and significance?
Under the circumstances, one is compelled to ask the self-proclaimed
civilized world and the propagators of peace, justice and democracy, would
they have demonstrated the same apathy and insensitivity had any European nation, or people belonging to any other religion, been subjected to
such unparalleled atrocities as being unremittingly committed by the treacherous Indian forces on the innocent people of IoK? No, certainly not. They
would have not only profoundly condemned but also taken immediate cognizance of the issue and adopted stringent measures for its immediate and
permanent resolution. In these columns, the scribe had explicitly mentioned
the names of two countries which emerged on the map of the world as independent states in the not too distant past; East Timor and South Sudan.
With unequivocal support of the United Nations and equally strong support
of the world powers, East Timor got its independence from Indonesia in 1999
and South Sudan gained independence from the Republic of Sudan in 2011.
Over two months have passed by with no remission whatsoever in the
human rights abuses and brutalities being audaciously committed by the
ruthless Indian forces on the innocent people of occupied Kashmir. While
the incumbent Indian government of Narendra Modi is seeking world support against terrorism, India itself is overtly involved in committing state
terrorism in IOK. The UN, the US and majority of the world nations continue
to harp on the same tune for the past over seven decades; India and Pakistan should resolve the issue of occupied Kashmir through bilateral negotiations. The world community must realize that the perilous Kashmir
dispute can never be resolved through dialogue between India and Pakistan; time has also proven this. This grave world issue must be resolved
in accordance with the charters of the UN and the UN Security Council
Resolution of 1948; the resolution that cogently declares IoJ&K a disputed
territory and guarantees its right to self-determination to the people of the
occupied territory.
Wouldn’t it then be justified to ask the UN, the US and the other world
powers to exercise their influence on India, as it did in the case of East
Timor and South Sudan, and compel it to implement the UN resolution visà-vis occupied Kashmir in letter and spirit? They must press India to hold
a plebiscite in IoJ&K, under the supervision of the UN, forthwith and let
the people of occupied Kashmir decide their own fate.
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French whiteness
is in crisis
Rokhaya Diallo
Late last month, French far-right figurehead Marion Marechal hosted a conference in Paris featuring the country's most prominent conservative polemicists.
In an enthusiastic speech to the hundreds of attendees, the 29-year-old niece
of the National Rally leader Marine Le Pen claimed that the French people risk
"becoming a minority in the land of their ancestors" and asked her supporters
to help her protect the white European culture from what she calls the "great replacement" by mass migration and "Islamisation".
Controversial right-wing journalist Eric Zemmour, who has twice been convicted of inciting racial hatred, delivered the keynote address at the event. His
violent diatribe was focused on a different threat supposedly facing French
whiteness: The war on the white male. In his speech, which quickly went viral
in francophone far-right circles, Zemmour claimed, without a hint of irony, that
Muslims, feminists, LGBTQ activists and every other marginalised group in the
country are part of a grand conspiracy to "exterminate the white male".
While it is easy to cast aside Marechal and Zemmour's words as baseless
ramblings designed to fire up a racist fringe, they actually echo fears that are
deep-rooted in the collective imagination of French people. These fears came
to the fore last month when a black national icon dared to say something that is
obvious to many across the world: from France to Italy to Europe in general,
racism is a part of white culture. On September 4, just a few days after black
Belgian striker Romelu Lukaku was subjected to monkey chants during a game
between Inter Milan and Cagliari in Sardinia, retired French footballer Lilian Thuram said in an interview with Italian national sports newspaper Corriere Dello
Sport that a culture of white supremacy is the underlying cause of the racist incidents that have blighted European football in recent years.
Thuram, who is the most capped player in the history of the French national
team, said that it is not the world of football that is racist, but "Italian, French,
European and, more generally, white culture". "Whites have decided they are
superior to blacks and that they can do anything with them," the footballer explained. "It is something that has been going on for centuries unfortunately and
to change a culture is not easy." Thuram's matter-of-fact analysis caused a
storm of controversy across France. First, it was the usual far-right suspects
who took issue with his assertion that racism is part and parcel of white culture.
They vented their anger on social media, accusing Thuram, who is an acclaimed
anti-racism activist, of being a racist himself. From there, the controversy moved
into the mainstream, with white journalists from across the political spectrum
racing each other to condemn Thuram's use of the phrase "white people" - supposedly an essentialisation of a race - and his "anti-white racism". Thuram's
face was even on the cover of the conservative and identitarian news magazine
Valeurs Actuelles, accompanied by the headline "Anti-white racists".
Suddenly, racism in football was at the top of the agenda of the country's
most prominent social and political commentators. No one, however, was talking
about black players being subjected to racist chants or bananas being thrown
at them. No one was talking about the verbal abuse and trolling they continue
to endure on social media simply because of the colour of their skin either. Instead, the entire country was talking about the alleged suffering of white people
at the hands of blacks in general and black anti-racism activists in particular.
Some even went as far as to argue that white people are the real victims of
racism in football. Prominent football pundit and TV personality Pierre Menes,
for example, openly claimed that he believes the main problem with the sport is
anti-white racism. During a televised debate, Menes encouraged everyone
questioning the existence of anti-white racism in football to go to a match in the

22

Paris area. "Go to those games and count the whites on the field," he said. "Usually only the goalkeeper and the right-back are white." The pundit added that
he tried to get his son, who he admitted has "no talent", into football, but the
child eventually had to give up the sport because he was discriminated against
by black players. Menes' arguments are, of course, ridiculous - following a considerable backlash, he had to issue an apology on Twitter, saying he had been
misunderstood. They, however, clearly reflect the fragility of French whiteness.
Race is a taboo subject in France, which claims to be "a colourblind country".
Therefore, a large portion of white people in France are not used to having frank
conversations about race and racism. When they are forced to talk about the
subject, they expertly move the focus of the discussion from racism itself to the
hurt they feel when a black person dares to mention the existence and pervasiveness of white supremacy in France and beyond.
They insist "they do not see colour", they say "they are against all forms of
discrimination", they accuse people of colour of "playing the race card". They
cannot see white supremacy is at the core of their country's social structure because they have been raised to believe "white" is the norm, not an identity. The
accusations of anti-white racism directed at the likes of Thuram, therefore, are
little more than a coping mechanism. People who refuse to acknowledge their
privilege and the role they play in the perseverance of a system built on white
supremacy instead play the victim. There is, of course, no such thing as antiwhite racism. There cannot be anti-white racism in a white-majority European
country like France, because racism cannot be reduced to the sum of isolated
acts. What black people experience today in France is the result of a history of
domination that started with slavery and colonialism. Black people in France
exist in a system that was built long ago to oppress, silence and intimidate us.
We experience institutional discrimination that influences our everyday lives in
various ways – from healthcare to education, housing to police brutality.
In this system, a white person can, of course, still be exposed to hate, they
can be bullied or even assaulted - and such incidents should be condemned but they can never claim to be systematically oppressed because of their race.
Being white is not a social or political handicap but a privilege in France. So, the
systemic and institutional racism minorities in France are subject to can never
be compared with the abuse or discrimination any white person experiences
as an individual. Today, French whiteness is in crisis. It is in crisis because minorities in France are finally in a position to voice their concerns and grievances
in the mainstream and they are pressuring the country to have an honest and
open conversation about race. The toxic ideas of the likes of Marechal and Zemmour about the so-called "anti-white racism" and "the war on white people" are
now resonating with white people across the political spectrum, because they
are afraid to face their privilage and acknowledge that their dominant position
in society is the result of centuries-old injustices. They are afraid to accept that
"white" is an identity just like "brown" and "black" and not the universal "self"
every single "other" is defined against. Lilian Thuram became a target not because he said anything wrong or new, but because he touched a nerve. I suspect many more anti-racism activists are going to experience similar bursts of
outrage in the near future. But one day, French society is going to run out of excuses to avoid having a real discussion about race. We are going to stop talking
about made-up problems like anti-white racism and instead tackle the real issues that are dividing and crippling our nation. The panic that currently follows
any minor comment on race and white supremacy makes me believe that the
day of reckoning is now very near.
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Your View
Terrible bridge

Our justice system
Delayed justice is a phenomenon that is not uncommon in our judicial system but what is worse is that nobody gets punished for being responsible for
miscarriage of justice. Unless there is retribution for negligent prosecution
which results in destroying the whole life of an individual, miscarriage of justice will continue. Unfortunately, this is only the tip of the iceberg. In fact it
would not be wrong to say that our judicial system, based on the English ad-

When you are driving from Hassan Square to the National
Stadium, the bridge in the middle is terrifying to cross. Not
only has it been damaged in the monsoon rains but there is
always a traffic jam especially from 8am to 8pm. A lot of time
is wasted. I request the provincial government and the Mayor
of Karachi to look into the matter immediately.
Muhammad Waqas Ul Haq

versarial system, has by now virtually collapsed. Examples from criminal

Karachi

cases are abundant but examples from civil cases are horrifying. There are
cases in our courts which await decisions even after a quarter of a century. It
is said that justice delayed is justice denied but justice delayed for so long is
truly justice gone astray! Much has been said about introducing alternative
dispute resolution such as arbitration and mediation, but there too, the record
is just as bad. Those in power do not realise that the collapse of the judicial
system also drives away foreign investors who, when choosing a country to
invest in, invariably first investigate the viability of the system of dispute resolution in that state. In the corridors of power in recent days there has been
talk of introducing reforms by making amendments to the court procedure
codes, but that is akin to darning socks while the apparel remains just as
frayed as before and thus will bring about no change. What is required is to
change our decrepit adversarial judicial system itself and adopt a much more
efficient inquisitorial system such as the civil law system prevalent in Europe

Hostel accommodation
For many youths, universities in Islamabad are the first choice to get
enrolled. Unfortunately, the universities in the capital city do not provide hostel accommodation and transport even to female students. As
a result, students go to private hostels. Ironically, there are no checks
by the Islamabad administration on these hostels. These private hostels have their own fee structure. Their food is unhygienic and most of
the time hostels have four to seven students in a single room. Surprisingly, some universities in Islamabad operate in rented houses. How
can a teenage girl from another province spend life in an unregistered

and in Turkey. One would like to point out this is not much different from the

private hostel? Students are the future of any nation. If they are treated

Sharia system, the adopting of which has an added benefit as it will serve to

poorly what will be our future? The government should not allow uni-

appease religious stalwarts, currently the bane of our society.

versities to operate without proper student accommodation.

M. Shaiq Usmani

Daud Khan

Karachi

Quetta

Teachers’ plight

Strange logic

The Sindh Education Department recruited headmasters and headmistresses in 2017 through the reputable Institute of Business Administration. These educationists, appointed to Grade 17, are now compelled
to hold protest rallies to save their jobs. The selection procedure was devised by the Sindh government and the examination and interviews were
conducted through IBA Sukkur. The newly recruited HMs greatly improved the working of government schools, and they involved the communities, mobilised resources, and initiated modern teaching methods
and self-reliance efforts. These achievements were appreciated by
everyone. The HMs also conducted a survey of schools, and a senior
education ministry official said that it was the first time in history when an
authentic database had been available to the education department. In

This refers to Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah’s press conference in which he hinted at continuing as chief minister even after
being arrested by the National Accountability Bureau. It appears that
all our provincial chief cares about is protecting his position. One is
already wondering how Agha Siraj Durrani is still allowed to continue
as speaker of the Sindh Assembly, although he has forfeited his right
to his job following his arrest on charges of corruption. Karachi suffers and politicians receive flak for neglecting city’s problems. But
rather than sit together to fix the long-standing problems of the city,
its stakeholders use tactics to complicate administrative matters. The
conditions in other cities of Sindh, which is the stronghold of the PPP,

response to their achievements, these educationists have received a

are far worse. One has to be thankful to the National Accountability

year’s extension in contract. The extension notification clearly mentions

Bureau for working independently and fairly. Had this federal institu-

that no further extension would be given. This has created uneasiness

tion been under the PPP-led Sindh government, it too would have

among the educationists. The Sindh chief minister is requested to review

been no different than the anti-corruption department. Politicians in

the decision and save scores of educationists from an uncertain future.

the province have rendered the provincial watchdog toothless.
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Connecting our dwindling natural habitats
could help preserve plant diversity

Baby bottles may go
back millennia in Europe

Jonathan Lambert

Bruce Bower

An ecological experiment so big it
can be seen from space suggests
that connecting isolated habitats with
natural corridors can help preserve
plant diversity.
The 18-year-long project revealed
that linking fragments of restored longleaf pine savanna by a natural passageway boosted the number of plant species by 14 percent in those
patches by the end of the experiment. This increase stems from higher plant
colonization rates and lower extinction rates in connected versus unconnected fragments, researchers report. “This study shows that corridors can,
in principle, have lasting, positive effects on shrinking ecosystems,” says
Jens Åström, an ecologist at the Norwegian Institute for Nature Research
in Trondheim who wasn’t involved in the study. “It’s rare to have ecological
experiments viewable from Google Earth,” he says.
Across the world, large, intact ecosystems on land are dwindling. If you parachuted into any random stretch of forest, approximately 70 percent of the
time you’d land within one kilometer of a forest edge, not far from the modern
world. That fragmentation is bad for biodiversity, says Ellen Damschen, an
ecologist at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. “We’ve known for a very
long time that habitat loss and fragmentation are the primary drivers of extinction,” she says. What is less clear is how best to preserve what’s left.
“Preserving large areas of habitat is hugely important,” Damschen says.
“But it’s also really difficult.” If you can’t have one huge forest, perhaps the
next best thing is to connect fragments with natural corridors. Such connections could provide conduits for species to colonize a new area and buffer
against biodiversity loss by expanding the possible range of species. Plants
once isolated to a small patch of forest could, over time, move along a corridor to more fertile ground.
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Three spouted vessels from
graves in ancient European
cemeteries may have come
from the mouths of babes.
Chemical signs of nonhuman animal milk in the artifacts suggest that the small
clay containers, previously
found in three children’s graves in southeastern Germany, represent early
versions of baby bottles, researchers report. Spouts on these types of pots
would have delivered milk to babies and young children during weaning, biomolecular archaeologist Julie Dunne of the University of Bristol in England
and colleagues conclude.
Two of the graves where the newly analyzed vessels were found date to between around 2,800 and 2,450 years ago. The third burial dates to between
about 3,200 and 2,800 years ago. Two of the youngsters died at around age
1 or 2; the other might have been as old as 6. Similar clay vessels with spouts,
some of which are shaped as animals, date to as early as 7,500 years ago in
Europe. Such finds have been recovered at early farming villages, often in
children’s graves. Possible uses of these objects, say for feeding babies or
perhaps elderly or sick adults, have been unclear.
Dairying in Europe began at least 6,000 years ago. Chemical markers of
dairy fats from the fresh milk of animals such as cows or goats appeared in
all three vessels, the team found. Pig or possibly human milk may have been
mixed with the contents of one container. Milk from cows or other domesticated creatures could have supplemented but not totally replaced the nutritional value of mothers’ milk as infants were removed from breastfeeding,
the scientists say.
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Fish oil may help your heart
Alan Mozes
Millions of Americans pop a fish oil supplement
each day, hoping to bolster their heart health. Now,
research suggests they may be on the right track.
The most up-to-date review of data from 13 prior
studies found daily omega-3 fish oil supplement
use tied to a significant lowering of risk for heart
attack, according to a team led by Dr. JoAnn Manson. She is a professor of epidemiology at Harvard's T.H. Chan School of Public Health, in
Boston. Daily use of the supplement -- typically
about 840 milligrams per day -- was also linked to
a lower overall risk of dying from heart disease, the
review found.
In total, the 13 studies involved data on more than
120,000 adults, a sample size that is 64% larger
than any other yet conducted, the researchers
said. Although the findings are encouraging, fish
oil remains just one factor in heart health, Manson
said in a school news release.
"Public health recommendations should focus
on increasing fish consumption, having an overall heart-healthy diet, being physically active,
and having other healthy lifestyle practices,"
she said. However, "this study suggests that
omega-3 supplementation may have a role in

appropriate patients."
Overall, Manson's team concluded that people
who took a fish oil supplement on a daily basis had
an 8% drop in their risk for heart attack or death
due to coronary heart disease. The study couldn't
prove that fish oil supplements directly caused the
improvements in heart health. After all, people who
take the supplements might also be doing other
things to boost their cardiovascular systems.
However, the researchers pointed out that there

was a "dose-response" relationship in the findings: The more omega-3 fish oil a person took in
each day, the greater their protection against
heart disease. As a practical matter, that could
mean that "high-dose" supplementation -- a daily
regimen that exceeds the 840 mg threshold
that's the subject of most research -- could be of
even greater benefit than lower doses. There
was one exception to these trends, however: No
evidence was found to indicate that omega-3 fish
oil also helped to decrease stroke risk, the researchers reported.

Why you should buy organic chicken
Steven Reinberg
In a finding that suggests organic is best, a new study indicates that chickens
raised without antibiotics may have fewer types of antibiotic-resistant salmonella
than animals raised at factory farms.
Salmonella is a common infection among poultry, so some large farms feed
their chickens antibiotics to prevent the birds from getting sick, and to help them
gain weight faster. But this practice can make salmonella resistant to the antibiotics usually used to treat it, the researchers said. "Chicken and poultry meat
samples that were labeled antibiotic-free or organic were half as likely to contain
multidrug-resistant salmonella as conventionally raised poultry," said researcher
Nkuchia M'ikanatha. He is lead epidemiologist for antimicrobial resistance response at the Pennsylvania Department of Health, in Harrisburg.
A related study found that almost one-third of meat and poultry were contaminated with antibiotic-resistant forms of the bug, M'ikanatha said. Genes that
make bacteria resistant to recommended antibiotics are a problem because
they undermine treatment of severe infections, he added. "One specific gene
found in salmonella isolated from meat and patients makes the bug resistant
to the only drug, ceftriaxone, recommended for treating severe salmonellosis
in children," M'ikanatha said.
For the study, M'ikanatha and his colleagues tested 2,500 samples of poultry,
ground beef and pork chops purchased from 2015 to 2017 at randomly se-
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lected markets in Pennsylvania. The investigators found that up to 30% of the
salmonella they found in the meat samples was resistant to three to five classes
of antibiotics. And, over the study period, resistance grew to the antibiotics ceftriaxone, amoxicillin and extended-spectrum cephalosporins. The researchers
also found that meat samples were contaminated by the same bacteria recovered from patients, M'ikanatha said. "Those bugs had genes that make salmonella resistant to recommended antibiotics," he said.
The studies were funded by the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Overuse or misuse of antibiotics in humans
and animals can lead to antibiotic resistance, increasing the risk that antibiotics
will not be effective when needed, M'ikanatha explained.
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In the Tall Grass

The Cotton Club Encore

Benjamin Lee

Jordan Hoffman

“Can grass be scary?” is a key question
propelling the gory Netflix chiller In the
Tall Grass, an adaptation of a creepy
novella uncomfortably stretched to a
not-quite-as-creepy full-length feature.
Greenery has proved scary before, in
everything from The Day of the Triffids
to Signs to the grisly extremes of The Ruins, but here, it’s more of an annoyance
and plays second fiddle to the nightmarish terror of … a big rock.
Which brings us to a far less debate-worthy question, also raised in the film:
“Can rocks be scary?” The answer reveals itself immediately after said rock
appears (spoiler: it’s no). But don’t tell that to Cube director Vincenzo Natali,
who has long been fixated on bringing the short story, co-authored by
Stephen King and son Joe Hill, to the screen. His film treats a Kansas field
as if it were a haunted house, an ambitious gambit that in practice is easier
to politely admire than it is to enthusiastically celebrate.
The set-up, which loosely recalls Jeepers Creepers, sees a brother and sister on a sweltering car journey who find themselves drawn into an attempted
rescue in the middle of nowhere. While in Jeepers Creepers the siblings
ventured into a pit of corpses only to become targeted by an evil organ-consuming monster, this time they’re dragged into a field, concerned by the
cries of a child lost in the tall grass before finding themselves stuck in a
never-ending maze of blades.

The Captain
Leslie Felperin
This brazenly manipulative but
undeniably effective disaster
movie is as corny as an industrial-sized bag of week-old popcorn but proves that the Chinese
film industry really has entered
the late stages of capitalist aesthetic degeneration. Directed by Andrew Lau, who shepherded the glorious
Infernal Affairs trilogy to completion, this based-on-a-true-story drama offers
a suspenseful fictionalisation of what happened when the cockpit windshield
on a Sichuan Airlines flight shattered unexpectedly while the plane was at
32,000ft over the Tibetan plateau.
Craggy-featured Zhang Hanyu anchors the story as the titular captain Liu
Changjian, a terse, disciplined ex-air force pilot whose fortitude and quick
reactions are tested by this sudden crisis. But the fun part is the way the
film stays in the well-worn grooves of genre expectation with the supporting
cast of characters, including a cheeky pup of a co-pilot (Jiang Du) who is
chastised by circumstance, a steady-nerved, swan-like head of the cabin
crew (Quan Yuan), and various other crew members and passengers
whose actions variously help or hinder efforts to land the plane safely – like
the jerk in business class who you secretly hope will die and the cute Tibetan
kid and his mom who look like they could easily be sacrifices to the chaotic
gods of aeronautic disaster. Sadly, there is no nun with a guitar whose vigorous impromptu performance nearly kills a sick child, or an inflatable autopilot in the tradition of Airplane!
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Francis Ford Coppola’s main
revenue stream lately has been
as a vintner. And as with a fine
wine, his film The Cotton Club,
first released in 1984 to a muted
response, has blossomed with
age.
The Cotton Club Encore is an expanded rework of the original, from, in
Coppola’s own words, a “less frightened, less easily bullied” director. Like
the good bootlegger he is, he put half a million dollars of his own liquor
money into this project. (A “presented by” credit also goes to the family of
Las Vegas real estate mogul, Lorenzo Doumani.) Musical numbers which
were excised from the previous release are restored. The studio also demanded that the storyline focused on the African American characters be
reduced. This is given greater (though still not equal) footing now. At the
time The Cotton Club was a box office dud and got one of its leads nominated for a Razzie. The Cotton Club Encore (plus 35 years of distance)
is absolutely terrific.
The Cotton Club was an institution of the Harlem Renaissance, where
Duke Ellington and Cab Calloway (both given moments to shine in the
film) revolutionized popular music. The performers were almost exclusively
black and the clientele, at least at first, was only white. The first scene in
the movie shows the great African American actor Woody Strode as the
doorman turning away a potential patron for being too dark.

Gemini Man
Peter Bradshaw
Digital youthification and deepfakery is the new frontier in studio
movies, taking regular live-action
films into a deeper uncanny valley. Martin Scorsese’s The Irishman features a young-looking
Robert De Niro and now comes
this very odd, dodgily acted, semi-intentionally bizarre action-thriller directed by Ang Lee and written by David Benioff, Billy Ray and Darren
Lemke. It stars Will Smith as Brogan, a special-forces assassin who
discovers his corrupt government paymasters are harbouring a secret
and subsequently finds there is a new and worryingly familiar-looking
young assassin in town. It’s a youngster who has, to coin a phrase,
started making trouble in the neighbourhood.
This eerily recognisable young dude with the jarhead hair and lovable
jug ears has been sent to take Brogan out – it’s himself, aged 23, a digitally rejuvenated Will Smith. This cloned version of Brogan was secretly
created by his creepy boss Varris (Clive Owen) as part of Varris’s ethically suspect “Gemini project”, a boys-from-Brazil-type plan to create
biotech copies of the very best warriors.Joining forces with tough agent
Danny (Mary Elizabeth Winstead) and plucky pal Baron (Benedict
Wong), Brogan hits back against this techno-Freudian nightmare, travelling to Georgia, Colombia and Hungary – because Baron has somehow been able to borrow a Gulfstream jet to fly them everywhere.
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The Life and the Legend of the Sultan Saladin
Jonathan Phillips
In 1187, Saladin marched triumphantly
into Jerusalem, ending decades of
struggle against the Christians and reclaiming the holy city for Islam. Four
years later he fought off the armies of
the Third Crusade, forces commanded
by Europe’s leading monarchs. Within
months of the campaign ending, Saladin died in Damascus, exhausted and
almost penniless. Yet within his lifetime
he had acquired – in both the Christian
and Muslim worlds – an unparalleled
reputation for courtesy, justice, generosity and mercy: personality traits
that brought him remarkable diplomatic
success. His chivalrous behaviour was
noted by Christian chroniclers and, despite being the nemesis of the Crusaders, he won the respect of many of them including Richard the Lionheart. Few of history’s heroes can rival Saladin in his enduring and
near-universal attraction. After his death, Saladin became two completely
different things: in the West, he was turned into a chivalric hero. Across
the Muslim world, by contrast, he became the greatest jihadist ever to
have lived. He has been invoked by Yasser Arafat, Osama bin Laden,
Assad, Qaddafi and Saddam Hussein; but today, he is a cartoon series
in Muslim Malaysia and the wallpaper on teenagers’ mobile phones
across the Middle East. Through a unique blend of source evidence and
vivid, pacey storytelling, The Life and Legend of The Sultan Saladin
brings to life this extraordinary man’s career and legacy. The story of his
life reveals many triumphs, failures and serial contradictions and it offers
a unique prism through which to view the complex world of holy war and
the centuries-long struggle for Jerusalem.

The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius
Marcus Aurelius
Marcus Aurelius was Roman Emperor from
161 C.E. to his death in 180 C.E. He was
destined to be a leader, having been born
into a prominent family—one related by
blood and marriage to rulers and bankers.
During his era, Romans who inherited
power and vast fortunes were expected to
set an example. Marcus shouldered his responsibilities with a clear sense of honor.
He was history's first ombudsman, and if
his role as a legislator or conqueror was not
great, he did set high standards for emulation. Written in the form of confessions, his meditations provide a window
into his insights on duty, virtue, and humility. He was the last of the "Five
Good Emperors," and is also considered one of the most important stoic
philosophers. The Meditations, written on campaign between 170 and 180
C.E., are still revered as a literary monument to a government of service
and duty, and have been praised for their "exquisite accent and…infinite
tenderness." In fact, John Stuart Mill, in his Utility of Religion, compared the
Meditations to the "Sermon on the Mount."
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The Key to Happiness
Meik Wiking
Meik Wiking understands happiness better
than anyone. In his role as Founder and
CEO of the world's only Happiness Research Institute, he has travelled the globe
interviewing the world's happiest people to
discover the key components of happiness.
In The Key to Happiness, Meik explores
the hidden treasures which can improve
your happiness, and divides them into the
six building blocks of happiness; togetherness, money, health, kindness, trust and
freedom. For each happiness block he offers practical tips: for togetherness he encourages setting up a mini-library in your
apartment building or starting a tool-sharing
programme in your street; for kindness he suggests leaving a surprise gift on
a stranger's doorstep, helping a tourist find their way or telling someone who
means a lot to you that they do. Drawing on social science, case studies and
Meik's original research, this practical guide shows us that you can find happiness in a simple way of life. While Meik has travelled across the glove to
discover the secrets of the world's happiest people, this book shows us that
you can be just as happy where you are. This book is the perfect guide on
how to survive and navigate the modern world with a smile on your face.

The Excellence Dividend
Tom Peters
The Excellence Dividend is a critical new
book from one of today's leading visionaries in business. This year's winner of the
Thinkers50 Lifetime Achievement Award
and the CEO Reads Lifetime Contribution
to the Business Book Industry Award, Tom
Peters is one of the world's most revered
management gurus and global business
thinkers.For decades, he has been
preaching the gospel of putting people
first, and in today's rapidly changing business environment, this message is more
important than ever. Studies show that
fewer than one-third of employees feel engaged with their work and that half of all
jobs are at risk due to technology. But Peters has a solution: a sustained
commitment to excellence combined with a commitment to people. These
are, he argues, the only tools for coping with and thriving amidst the tsunami
of change facing business today. In The Excellence Dividend, Peters shows
that nothing beats a high-quality product or service, designed and delivered
by people who are as dedicated to each other as they are to their shared
goal. With his unparalleled expertise and inimitable charisma, Peters offers
brilliantly simple, actionable guidelines for success that any business leader
can immediately implement. After spending four decades in pursuit of professional excellence, giving more than 3,000 presentations on the subject
and working with companies around the world, Peters has delivered a contemporary personal excellence manual for any professional looking to make
their mark and face today's business challenges.
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