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Politics

Global economy: An inexorable slide
The global economy continues to slow
down. In its latest update to its World Economic Outlook, the International Monetary
Fund has cut back its global growth estimates for 2020 to 3.3 percent, 0.1 percent
lower than its October 2019 estimates and
for 2021 by 0.2 percent to 3.4 percent.
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history.
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Economics

Skyrocketing prices,
nosediving governance
Shahid Hussain

Prime Minister Imran Khan has admitted that most of his cabinet members
are worried about rising prices of essentials and the worsening image of
the government among the public. Some ministers have warned him that
inflation is the biggest threat to his government, instead of the opposition.
Rising prices have maligned the image of the government among the
public beyond repair, which had promised to reduce prices after coming
to power. Instead, prices of gas, electricity, foodstuffs and essentials have
doubled, if not tripled in the first 17 months of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) government. The life of the common man has never been so hard in
the 73-year history of the country. Inflation has risen to 14.6pc in January,
2020, from 12.6pc of the previous month, scaling the highest level in 12
years, the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) noted. Inflation, measured
by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), edged up 1.97pc over the previous
month. Last time, the highest inflation in the country was recorded at 17pc
in year 2007-08. The data shows that higher food prices, particularly of
wheat and flour, pulses, sugar, gur and edible oil, have been the largest
driver of overall inflation in January. It was also observed that prices of essential food items, especially vegetables and fruit, are higher in rural areas
than in urban areas. In rural areas, the prices of LPG cylinders used for
cooking have also witnessed the highest ever increase since 2013. The
pass-through of exchange rate depreciation and higher international commodity prices, besides strong underlying demand pressures, started to reflect in higher year-on-year inflation from July 2019.
Food inflation in urban areas rose by 19.5pc in January on a yearly
basis and 2.7pc on a monthly basis whereas it increased by 23.8pc and
3.4pc, respectively, in rural areas. It clearly shows that food inflation is very
high in rural areas where most of the poor population lives, which is an unprecedented phenomenon. The International Monetary Fund has estimated that the country’s inflation may rise as high as 13pc, but the
government estimates it will remain within the range of 11-13pc for the current fiscal year. The Asian Development Bank, in its outlook, projected annual inflation in Pakistan at 12pc.
In a bid to allay fears of the common people, the Ministry of Finance
claimed that rising prices of everyday items, including edibles, would soon
be brought under control. In a statement, it said the PTI-led government’s
stabilization policies, agriculture sector interventions, and rigorous monitoring of profiteering and hoarding would soon result in easing of economic
pressures. It said the end of the winter and the start of more favorable
weather would also help reduce prices of food items, which have been attributed as having the largest impact on inflation in the past month.
Adverse effects of pre-monsoon rains on the wheat crop, disruption of
the supply chain of essential items due to a particularly harsh winter, delay
in harvest and arrival of crops in the market and lower production of vegetables resulted in higher-than-average food inflation. The change in
weather and improved supply lines of potatoes, tomatoes and onions
would help decrease market demands and price pressures.
The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has also left the benchmark interest
rate unchanged at an eight-year high of 13.25pc for the next two months.
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The central bank has taken the step to curb inflation emanating from price
hikes of power, gas and food. “Recent inflation outturns have been on the
high side and there remain near-term risks to inflation primarily from food
price shocks and potential increases in utility (power and gas) prices,” SBP
Governor Reza Baqer said at a press conference. The central bank, however, kept its projection for average inflation unchanged at 11–12pc for the
ongoing fiscal year 2019-20. It expected the recent surge in inflation to be
a short-term phenomenon.
The central bank said Pakistan would miss the previously projected
economic growth rate of 3.5pc due to poor production of major agriculture
crops in the current fiscal year 2019-20. It had projected GDP (gross domestic product) growth at 3.5pc, which is unlikely due to adverse supply
shocks in agriculture production. The SBP’s projection for real GDP growth
is likely to be revised downward for FY20. Nevertheless, available monthly
indicators of activity show that the slowdown in most economic sectors appears to have bottomed out, and a gradual recovery is expected in the
coming months, it said. Earlier, the government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan had set GDP growth target at 4% for the year.
However, critics say the central bank is only attempting to cover up
flawed policies of the government, instead of acting as an independent institution. Its projection that the recent surge in inflation was a short-term
phenomenon is also flawed because the climate emergency, which it
blamed for poor production of crops, will intensify in coming months and
years.
In a recent meeting, Prime Minister Imran Khan asked his economic
team to take every possible step to bring down the prices of flour, cooking
oil, pulses, sugar and rice among other essential edibles. “We came to
power for the welfare of the poor. We have no right to continue staying in
power, if we don’t care about them,” the premier told his economic advisers. However, the common people think he has already lost the right to
rule the government. He had promised to bring down prices of essentials
after coming to power and he has almost doubled them in his 17-month
rule. His government has proved to be a nightmare for the common people.
He will have to improve his governance urgently to stay in power.
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Politics

Global economy: An
inexorable slide
Nasim Ahmed

The global economy continues to slow down. In its latest update to its
World Economic Outlook, the International Monetary Fund has cut back
its global growth estimates for 2020 to 3.3 percent, 0.1 percent lower than
its October 2019 estimates and for 2021 by 0.2 percent to 3.4 percent.
An analysis of available figures shows that the sharp drop in growth in
India accounted for the lion's share of the downward revision. The expected GDP growth in India was slashed by as much as 1.2 percentage
points this year and 0.9 percentage points in 2021 to 5.8 percent and 6.5
percent, respectively, compared to the October forecasts.
The US-China trade accord has led to an upgrade of China's growth
forecast to 6 percent in 2020, with a slight slowdown to 5.8 percent projected for the next year. On the other hand, the US growth rate has been
trimmed by a tenth to 2.0 percent this year and to 2.1 percent in 2021, because of the fading stimulus effects from 2017 tax cuts and the monetary
easing by the Federal Reserve.
Eurozone growth has also been marked down by 0.1 percentage points
from October forecast to 1.3 percent for 2020, largely due to a manufacturing contraction in Germany and decelerating domestic demand in Spain.
However, receding risks of a hard Brexit have helped stabilize the outlook
for Britain and the EU somewhat. Other emerging markets also saw a
downgrade in forecasts including Chile which had been hit by social unrest
and Mexico that will grow only by 1 percent in 2020, down from 1.3 percent
forecast in October, 2019. Brazil has stabilized and its growth forecast is
up.
Another forecast has been made by Oxfam which has warned the world
leaders of growing social inequality and the pressures it was generating.
According to its information, the world's 2,153 billionaires now have more
money than the 4.6 billion poorest people. In the words of the Oxfam chief,
“The gap between the rich and the poor can't be resolved without deliberate inequality-busting policies."
Although the updating of data in the WEO by the IMF is a routine affair,
the latest outlook is important due to a number of unusual factors behind
the preparation of growth forecasts which have impacted the projections
in one way or the other.
The most important factor is the easing of US-China trade tensions
which has lessened uncertainty and encouraged the IMF to say that global
growth appears to have bottomed out but there is no rebound in sight because the Phase II of the deal between the two largest economies is yet
to be concluded.
Obviously, the IMF cannot say something very definitive unless the underlying causes of trade tensions and other fundamental issues are resolved. The importance of the agreement can be gauged from the fact that
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China's 2020 growth forecast was revised upwards by 0.2 percentage
points to 6.0 percent just because Phase I of the trade deal included a partial tariff reduction and cancelled tariffs on Chinese consumer goods.
It is also obvious that India has emerged as an important economy on
the global scene and a sharp slowdown in its growth is causing a slowdown worldwide. India is struggling with declining consumption and investment, budget deficits and delays in making structural reforms. Besides,
constant confrontation with Pakistan and simmering tensions within the
country due to the Kashmir issue and some unwise decisions such as the
controversial citizenship law are making things more difficult for New Delhi.
Most of these issues are endemic and will take considerable time to resolve. However, experts have noted that while post-Brexit prospects for
England and the EU are brighter, a healthy private consumption has
helped to upgrade the growth projection in Japan.
In the overall context, Oxfam has done well to highlight the problem of
growing social and income inequality between the rich and the poor. It is
scandalous that the world’s 2,153 billionaires are having more money than
the 4.6 billion poorest people. If such a level of inequality is allowed to persist or grow without any checks, the world is sure to see a social upheaval
in the coming years which could easily wash away the gains of the present
development. As such, proper economic policies need to be adopted to
narrow the gap between the rich and the poor in a meaningful manner.
At Davos every year, the rich and powerful from all over the world
gather to survey the state of the global economy and discuss possible solutions. But nothing comes out of these deliberations and the world economy continues to stagnate with no early recovery in sight. The same has
happened this year. They came, they discussed and they dispersed.
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Conflict

India’s war threats
Nasim Ahmed

Prime Minister Imran Khan has warned India against any military misadventure against Pakistan. Delivering an emotional speech at a rally in the
Azad Jammu and Kashmir city of Mirpur to mark Kashmir Solidarity Day,
he cautioned Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Indian Army Chief
General Manoj Mukund Naravane to stop their war rhetoric against Pakistan.
Over the past several months, India's political and military leadership
have issued multiple threats against Pakistan. Three weeks ago, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had claimed that the Indian forces were now
capable of making Pakistan "bite the dust" in less than 10 days. Around
the same time, the Indian army chief publicly announced that the Indian
army will move to claim AJK, if it is given orders in this regard by the parliament.
In his speech, PM Imran Khan advised Modi to study history, saying
that leaders, who had shown such false pride, suffered ignominious defeat
in the past, the prime examples of this being the failure of Hitler's and
Napolean's forces to permeate Russia, and of the US forces to win the
Vietnam and Afghan wars. Addressing both political and military leadership
of India he said: "If you are under the false impression that you will take
any action against Pakistan to strengthen your Hindu voter base, it will be
the last mistake you make."
Immediately after the incendiary statement from New Delhi, the Pakistan military top brass held an emergency meeting to discuss the situation
and issued a statement, saying, "The Pakistan Armed Forces are forces
of order and peace and fully prepared to thwart any misadventure, whatever the cost". In the meeting, the military leadership also discussed the
geo-strategic environment "with special focus on internal security and the
situation on borders". The forum also discussed the repression of Kashmiris by the Indian forces and the ongoing lockdown of occupied Kashmir.
While paying tribute to the residents of the occupied region, General Bajwa
said: "Repression of the Indian occupying forces can never deny Kashmiris
their right to self-determination as promised by UN resolutions. Regardless
of the ordeal, their just struggle is destined to succeed."
As pointed out by analysts, India’s increasingly shrill war rhetoric is designed to divert attention from the internal political turmoil in the wake of
the new citizenship amendment law. But this ploy is not going to work as
large-scale public demonstrations against the new law in India continue
unabated, while the Kashmiris remain undeterred by the security lockdown
imposed on the valley by the Indian armed forces and police.
Contrary to Indian expectations and plans, the Kashmir issue instead
of being swept under the carpet has been internationalised. The world has
taken notice of the illegal action taken by the Modi government in flagrant
violation of the United Nations resolutions. The European Union, UN
Human Rights Commission, Amnesty international and other world bodies
have strongly condemned the atrocities and excesses being committed by
the Indian security forces against helpless Kashmiris.
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It is significant that after a gap of several decades the United Nations
Security Council has debated the issue thrice, calling upon India to reverse
its annexation of the occupied valley. Pakistan has raised the matter at various world forums and PM Imran Khan has spoken to US President Trump,
British premier Boris Johnson and German Chancellor Angela Merkel and
apprised them of what is happening in Kashmir. The crisis in Kashmir has
also been discussed with French President Macron, Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the Russian Foreign Minister.
As pointed out by the Pakistan Foreign Office, it will be a mistake on
part of New Delhi to underestimate the capability and determination of the
Pakistan army to defend the country. Modi’s misplaced bravado can be
gauged from his statement made in Delhi recently that, unlike his predecessors, he was not reluctant to use military force against Pakistan. Deep
down, Modi is a Hindu militant and he knows that he can retain and build
his RSS constituency only by appearing to be harsh and belligerent against
Pakistan.
Given such a mindset, Modi may not flinch from mounting a false flag
operation to appease his Hindutva supporters and cow down those agitating against his discriminatory citizenship laws. But if he takes such a perilous course, he may be in for a bigger surprise than the last time. The
Balakot strike was designed to show India’s conventional military superiority but it failed, underlining the Pakistan army’s capability to frustrate the
enemy’s designs at any level. Another such misadventure will be met with
greater force, which may qualitatively change the Pakistan-India military
power dynamic.
It is time the international community took notice of the Indian leadership’s continuing belligerence and aggressive measures which pose a
threat to regional peace and security. The events of the last six months
have fully exposed Indian duplicity in Kashmir. No amount of Indian propaganda can now divert the world attention from the nuclear flashpoint of
Kashmir. Sooner than later, the people of Kashmir are bound to win their
right of self-determination.
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Rising food insecurity
in Pakistan
Muhammad Hassan

A recent flour crisis and shortages of vegetables have highlighted rising
food insecurity in Pakistan. Almost half of Balochistan’s households face
mild to severe food insecurity. Of the 36.9pc food insecure households in
the country, 18.3pc face severe food insecurity. The United Nations has
also warned that hunger is rising in the world. The situation demands urgent action from the government.
A high population growth and unfavourable water and climatic conditions in the country mean that concerns about food security may increase
manifold over the next two to three decades. According to a report by the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), almost half of Balochistan’s households
face mild to severe food insecurity. Alarmingly, of the 36.9pc food insecure
households in the country, 18.3pc face severe food insecurity.
Almost a quarter of Pakistan’s population lives below the poverty line,
set at Rs3,030.3 per adult equivalent per month. It means that around 50
million people in the country are unable to meet their basic needs. Most
of these people live in rural areas where the poverty rate is 30.7pc. The
central bank noted provincial disparities in terms of food security in Pakistan. In Balochistan, at least 30pc households experience hunger on a
chronic basis. On the other hand, Gilgit-Baltistan has the most food secure households, nearly 80pc in the region, followed by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (70pc).
Only 63.1pc of the country’s households are “food secure” despite the
fact that Pakistan is self-sufficient in major staples. According to the Ministry of Health and UNCEF’s National Nutritional Survey, 2018, Pakistan
was ranked at 8th position in producing wheat, 10th in rice, 5th in sugarcane, and 4th in milk production.
In Pakistan, estimates suggest that malnutrition and its outcomes cost
the economy 3pc of GDP ($7.6 billion) every year. With per capita income
of $1,497, Pakistan is still struggling with issues such as undernourishment, micronutrient (iron, calcium, vitamin-A, etc) deficiencies, and a
deficit of safe drinkable water. Per capita consumption of food products
that possess high-nutritional value, like beef, chicken, fish, milk, vegetables and fruits, is almost 6-10 times lower than that of developed countries.
More worryingly, almost half of the children under five years are
stunted (low height-for-age) and one in ten has been suffering from lowweight-for height. Incorporating the factors, Pakistan was ranked 106th
among 119 countries surveyed for the Global Hunger Index, and has been
characterised as facing a “serious” level of hunger. Pakistan is among
those seven countries that cumulatively account for two-thirds of the
world’s undernourished population along with Bangladesh, China, Congo,
Ethiopia, India and Indonesia. According to the report, under-5 malnutrition costs heavily. About $2.24b is estimated as the loss of future labour
force resulting from under-5 mortality; Over $1b is the estimated healthcare expense, which the families incur to address diarrhea and respiratory
infection among children; $3.7b is the estimated cost of low labour productivity emanating from stunting, anemia or iodine deficiencies in child-
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hood; and $657m is the estimated cost of prevalence of chronic weakness
and fatigue among 10m working adults with anemia experience.
Only 0.3pc of the population in Balochistan and 1.8pc in the Punjab
benefit from social protection programmes of some kind. The ratio, however, is relatively higher for the people in Sindh (12.7pc), Gilgit-Baltistan
(10.3pc) and KP (5.1pc). Although the country relies heavily on imports
for certain food items such as edible oil, tea and pulses, yet it is able to
provide for major staples on its own. “If the population increases at the
existing pace over the next couple of decades, it will become extremely
challenging for Pakistan to sustain even food self-sufficiency,” the report
warned.
Currently, water productivity of most crops in Pakistan is lower than
the desirable range. For instance, sugarcane and wheat use around four
times the global average of irrigation water, while rice consumes more
than six times the world’s average. Going forward, growing water shortages are expected to drag down yield of different crops on considerable
scale.
The United Nations has warned that the number of people going hungry in the world has risen for the third year running after years of improvement. In a report, the UN blamed conflict, climate shocks and economic
slowdowns for rising hunger in the world. More than 2 billion people lack
access to healthy food, putting them at risk of health problems - and many
of them live in North America or Europe, the UN said, urging governments
to “look beyond hunger.” More than a quarter of the world's population
now struggles to eat “safe, nutritious and sufficient food”, according to the
UN’s State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2019 report. It includes about 8pc of people in Europe and North America, according to
the annual study, which for the first time includes people affected by "moderate food insecurity" as well as outright hunger. The findings show governments need to pay more attention to different aspects of food
availability instead of just focusing on producing more. The report said
there were 822 million obese people in 2016, the most recent year for
which figures were available, when 796.5 million people were undernourished.
It is alarming that only 63pc of Pakistan’s households are food secure,
which is despite the fact that Pakistan is self-sufficient in major stable
foods. The fact that one-third of all households are not food secure in a
country which produces almost all of its food means that the problem lie
in the mechanism for distribution as well as the low rate of compensating
rural labour.
The bottom 60pc of households in the country spend a substantial part
of their incomes (45pc on average) on food, which compromises their nutritional security. Even if prices are relatively low and stable, the poorest
of the poor still lack the purchasing power to buy food. Thus, like other
developing countries, Pakistan also has to resort to in-kind and cash
transfers to stabilise and increase the real incomes of the poor. It will also
have to expedite its efforts to check the population growth.
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Environment

New manifestations
of global warming
Muhammad Ali

The global crisis of environmental degradation has left the world economy
vulnerable to threats. The way it has started affecting the world population
and wildlife, in few decades it will become the biggest challenge ever
faced by humans.
The International Monetary Fund has warned that the world economy
is increasingly vulnerable to the impact of the climate emergency as it
downgraded its forecasts for 2020 and 2021. Urging governments to make
greater strides to reduce carbon emissions and build green infrastructure,
the IMF said one of the main risks to its forecasts came from the growing
costs of the climate crisis and the harm caused by protectionist trade policies. The State Bank of Pakistan also forecast food shortages in the country due to climate change in its 2019 third quarter report. In recent times,
Pakistan has faced shortages of vegetables, flour and sugar.
Global heating puts pressure on resources, as extreme weather, including heat waves, droughts, floods and fiercer storms, grows more frequent and devastating. Climate breakdown and the global crisis of
environmental degradation are increasing violence against women and
girls, while gender-based exploitation is in turn hampering our ability to
tackle the crises, a major report has concluded. Wildlife is also at risk due
to big gaps in environmental protections.
Attempts to repair environmental degradation and adapt to climate
breakdown, particularly in poorer countries, are failing, and resources are
being wasted because they do not take gender inequality and the effects
on women and girls into account. Campaigners called for governments
and institutions to take note, saying that the impacts on women and girls
must be at the heart of any viable strategies on the climate and ecology.
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) carried out
what is understood to be the biggest and most comprehensive study yet
of the issue, taking two years and involving more than 1,000 sources of
research.
“We found gender-based violence to be pervasive, and there is
enough clear evidence to suggest that climate change is increasing gender-based violence,” said Cate Owren, a lead author of the report. As environmental degradation and stress on ecosystems increases, that in turn
creates scarcity and stress for people, and the evidence shows that,
where environmental pressures increase, gender-based violence increases. Six in 10 respondents to a survey by IUCN, with more than 300
responses from organizations around the world, said they had observed
gender-based violence among female environmental rights defenders,
environmental migrants and refugees, and in areas where environmental
crimes and environmental degradation were taking place. More than 80
case studies clearly showing such links were uncovered as part of the research.
Gender-based violence includes domestic violence, sexual assault
and rape, forced prostitution, forced marriage and child marriage, as well
as other forms of the exploitation of women. The report found human trafficking rises in areas where the natural environment is under stress, and
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links between gender-based violence and environmental crimes such as
wildlife poaching and illegal resource extraction. Globally, about 12 million
more young girls are thought to have been married off after increasing
natural disasters, and weather related disasters have been shown to increase trafficking by 20-30 percent.
Socioeconomic risks could increase significantly for those living in
urban areas of Pakistan and India by 2050 as heat waves push up against
the limits of human endurance and survivability, the McKinsey Global Institute warned in its latest report. Countries with lower per capita gross
domestic product (GDP) rely more on outdoor work and natural capital,
and thus have less financial means to adapt quickly. Also, hot and humid
countries like Pakistan are expected to become significantly hotter and
more humid by 2050. This would impact workability in urban settings, and
the report expects an average ten-percentage-point loss in annual share
of effective outdoor working hours in heat-exposed regions between today
and 2050. “Poorer regions often have climates that are closer to physical
thresholds,” the report said, adding that as heat gets worse, productivity
could tumble.
It points to the risks in workability and liveability both, as Bangladesh,
India, and Pakistan, with lower per capita GDP level were the most affected countries under the Representative Concentration Pathway (RCP)
8.5 scenario. Under RCP 8.5, the world’s average temperature would rise
by 4.9 degrees Celsius, or nearly 9 degrees Fahrenheit. “Under an RCP
8.5 scenario, urban areas in parts of India and Pakistan could be the first
places in the world to experience heat waves that exceed the survivability
threshold for a healthy human being, with small regions projected to experience a more than 60 percent annual chance of such a heat wave by
2050,” the report noted.
Farms in Kunri, Sindh province, the red chilli capital of Asia, are also
losing their livelihood to climate change. The area, responsible for 85 percent of all red chilli production in Pakistan and contributing 1.5 percent of
the country's GDP, has been devastated by extreme heat. The overall
production of red chillies has gone down from 125,000 ton in 2018 to only
70 to 80,000 ton in 2019 and its rates have doubled. Farmers would normally sow chilli seeds in January, but the weather cycle in the region is
changing and they are still waiting for suitable conditions to grow their
crops. Buyers have stopped importing chillies from Pakistan after expensive prices. For many workers, there is no back-up plan if the chilli business can't provide.
Experts say environmental degradation now affects our lives in ways
that are becoming impossible to ignore, from food to jobs to security. The
irony is that most countries, which are worst affected by climate change,
like Pakistan, have not contributed to the problem. They are paying the
price for the greed and reckless policies of the advanced countries. The
world’s leading climate scientists have warned that our current actions
are not enough for us to meet our target of 1.5C of warming. We need to
do more to save the planet, plants, animals and ourselves.

February 16-29, 2020

Politics

Imran Khan’s fight
against mafias
Muhammad Zain

Prime Minister Imran Khan blames mafias in the country for obstructing and
creating trouble for his government. Undoubtedly, a number of mafias operate in Pakistan and it is also a fact that the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
government is losing its battle with them.
In today’s Pakistan, a mafia exists in almost every field and profession.
We have political, media, land, lawyer, doctor, bureaucracy, hoarder, dollar,
trader, transport, student, NGO and religious mafias. They can take the
country hostage for their vested interests. A recent flour and sugar crisis
was a typical example of the working of mafias. It involved some industrialists, bureaucrats, politicians, transport owners and the media. The media
created undue panic among the public. The crisis existed but the media portrayed as if Pakistan was facing acute famine. Some news channels reported roti prices had reached Rs70 a loaf in some parts of the country,
which was absolutely wrong. The panic, created by mafias, brought the government to its knees. However, it cannot be absolved of delayed action to
control the situation. It should have acted when wheat and flour supplies
had started decreasing in the market two months ago.
Recently, public and goods transporter owners’ strike forced the government to withdraw an increase in traffic fines and toll on highways and motorways. Instead of promising to abide by traffic laws, transport owners and
workers resorted to countrywide protests, which created shortage of fuel
and food in different parts of the country. The government had to kneel down
before them.
Few months ago, hundreds of lawyers stormed the Punjab Institute of
Cardiology (PIC) in Lahore to settle a score with doctors, resulting in the
death of at least three patients. The patients died due to the discontinuation
of treatment after the lawyers attacked the country’s largest cardiac hospital.
The lawyers also vandalised life-saving equipment and allegedly removed
ventilators of patients. Hospitals are not attacked even during a war. The attack was a show of strength by one of the biggest mafias of Pakistan. Physical attacks on judges, policemen and litigants by lawyers occur routinely.
The custodians of law have become more powerful than the law.
Few months ago, young doctors and paramedics had held the government and patients hostage with their strike, which started on petty issues
and lasted for months. Thousands of patients were deprived of treatment of
even minor operations, consultation, diagnosis and injuries on a daily basis.
In its Panama case judgment, the Supreme Court of Pakistan had compared the Sharifs and their government to the Sicilian mafia. The court decided to initiate contempt proceedings against the then PML-N Senator
Nehal Hashmi for threatening judges and members of the joint investigation
team probing Sharif family’s business dealings abroad. In a video clip, which
went viral on social media, Hashmi had said, “Those carrying out investigations against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family members would
not be able to live in Pakistan. Listen! You ask the son of Nawaz Sharif to
submit details of bank accounts. Who are you to ask him about his account
details? We are workers of Nawaz Sharif, those who have made the Sharif
family accountable (earlier) and (those) doing so (now) will not be spared...

February 16-29, 2020

we will make an example of them. You are in service today and will retire
tomorrow. We, the Pakistani nation, will make it difficult for you and your
family to live in this country, like you are making it difficult for an honourable
and conscientious Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.”
Most critics say the PML-N is still the biggest mafia of the country and it
has deep roots in all segments of society and national institutions. Though
defeated in the last election, it still controls the bureaucracy and other national institutions. The media is still its biggest partner and weapon. Leading
media houses and their so-called analysts and anchors create rumours to
malign Prime Minister Imran Khan and his government. They twist his statements and slip of tongue to defame the government. They are creating an
impression that the PTI government has failed on all fronts. However, the
fact is that they are mourning their own loss of billions of rupees of advertisement every year, which the Sharifs provided to them for their personal
image-building at the cost of the national exchequer.
The international media and its affiliates in Pakistan have launched a
smear campaign against the country and its institutions. It is clear that a section of the Pakistani media is toeing the line of the international media, which
is controlled by the international establishment. Some media groups take
pride in ridiculing national institutions, courts and defending former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif. They created an impression that Nawaz Sharif would
die if he was not allowed to proceed abroad for treatment. They are now
propagating that his daughter, Maryam Nawaz, should also be permitted to
leave abroad to be with him when he undergoes an operation, though he is
seen dining at posh restaurants in London. It is clear that a section of the
media is advancing the agenda of international forces to weaken the country.
They are also trying to create political instability with rumours of deals of the
Sharifs with the establishment and ouster of the PTI government.
Then, there is an NGO mafia, which receives money from abroad in the
name of rights issues. They only highlight issues which their foreign masters
like.
Prime Minister Imran Khan is right when he says that he is fighting mafias
in Pakistan. However, he has failed to provide relief to the people in his first
17 months. Rates of all essentials, food, electricity and gas have doubled.
Bad governance and inefficiency have been the main traits of his government. He should have come to power with better preparedness when he already knew he had to face mafias.
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Diplomacy

Trump’s Middle
East peace plan
Shahid Hussain
US President Donald Trump’s new Middle East peace plan has excluded
the Palestinians, the main stakeholder, from the process and aims to benefit Israel and its political leadership, His inability to bring together two sides
of the conflict to the negotiating table is the weakest link of the “deal of the
century,” which may consign it to the dustbin of history.
The plan titled “Peace to Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of
the Palestinian and Israeli People,” presented by US President Trump together with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Washington,
failed to fulfill any expectation of the Palestinians. The 181-page plan extends the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories further and approves the annexation of the occupied territories in the West Bank under
Israeli administration. It also gives immediate approval to Israeli annexation
of the Jordan Valley and denies Palestinians the right to return or to appeal
to any international court. The plan seeks to legalize the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine. It also does not ensure any of the legal protection
under international agreements to the Palestinian population.
Analysts say the Trump plan may be the “deal of the century” for Israelis
but not for Palestinians. The plan completely disregards the internationally
recognized idea of a two-state solution that has the potential to bring a fair
and sustainable resolution to the Palestinian-Israel conflict. Trump wishes
to recognize Jerusalem, which is sacred for Muslims, Christians and Jews,
as the capital of Israel. If the Palestinians agree to Trump’s terms, East
Jerusalem will be the capital of Palestine – an independent state whose
security will be provided by the Israelis. At the same time, the Trump administration guarantees that Palestinians and Israelis alike will be able to
remain in the areas that they currently inhabit. In other words, Israel gets
to keep the illegal settlements, among other places. In exchange, Trump
says that Palestinian lands won't be touched for the next four years, effectively signing off on the expansion of Israeli settlements down the road.
Although the Trump administration claims that Palestinians will walk away
with more territory than they currently control, yet Washington conveniently
refrains from saying that those lands will be isolated and detached from
the rest of the world. In return for getting on board, Trump promises higher
per capita income and better standards of living for the Palestinians.
Experts say the Middle East peace plan cannot be implemented. It
does not provide guidance or a roadmap for a sustainable and feasible
peace accord between the two parties in the region. The absence of the
Palestinians in the declaration and their lack of trust in the process make
its implementation almost impossible. The fact that the plan could not bring
together the two sides of the conflict to the negotiating table is its biggest
weakness. Some analysts also questioned the timing of the declaration,
when Israel is a challenging political situation with the indictment of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the equally controversial situation taking
place with the impeachment process of President Trump. Regional commentators believe domestic political concerns were prioritised over sustainable, lasting peace in the region.
Analysts fear the plan will not only be another failed attempt to resolve
the conflict between Israel and Palestine, but could also make the future
attempts more challenging. The one-sided deal could backfire in the form
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of fresh violence and deepening chaos across the Middle East. Any peace
attempt needs to consider the parties' sensitivity to the critical and symbolic
issues in the conflict. Emotions run really high in these conflicts, and unilateral decisions on topics, such as the status of Jerusalem, will make the
conflicts more difficult to resolve, they observe.
President Donald Trump's Middle East plan dropped like a bomb at an
increasingly complicated time for the region. Syria is in turmoil, Iraq is in
chaos, Iran is reacting to the killing of Qassem Suleimani, and Libya is embroiled in a civil war. With Trump’s plan favoring Israel over Palestine, the
situation will be far from resolute on the long-disputed holy soil. The United
Arab Emirates’ ambassador, along with several Gulf diplomats, attended
Trump’s joint press conference with Netanyahu but it does not make the
plan any more representative.
The Trump plan has consequences not only for Palestinians but also
for the entire international community. The plan gives the unified Jerusalem
to Israel and allows a small territory in East Jerusalem to be the capital of
the future Palestinian State. There is the idea of a Palestinian State in the
plan, but in practice, the plan denies the existence of a functioning Palestinian statehood. It projects Jerusalem as the undivided capital of Israel.
In addition, Palestine is given four years to meet certain conditions to become a conditional independent state. In other words, Trump's plan is to
make Jerusalem the undivided capital of Israel. This one-sided, unrealistic
so-called Middle East peace plan has delighted the Israeli government and
outraged Palestinians.
The unilateral agreement is not only a cause of concern for Palestinians
but the whole world, especially for Pakistanis, who were pleased after Donald Trump had offered to mediate between India and Pakistan over the
disputed territory of Kashmir. Analysts in Pakistan are alarmed at the way
he plans to resolve the decades-old Palestine issue. They believe he will
leave out Kashmiris and Pakistan and benefit only India, if he is allowed
to mediate on the Kashmir issue. Fortunately, India has already rejected
his offer. If he had unveiled his Middle East plan earlier, India would have
loved his mediation on the Kashmir issue. However, Pakistan will never
seek his role is resolving the dispute.
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Economics

Fiscal holes plugged?
Husnain Shahid

Financial indicators of the country are improving with every passing month
in the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
It appears concerted efforts to promote accountability and transparency
have started bearing fruit, though the masses have been overburdened
with persistent increase in prices of essentials, gas, power and fuel after
an International Monetary Fund bailout package.
International financial institutions have also recognised Pakistan’s recent financial progress. Moody’s Investor Service has upgraded Pakistan’s
economy outlook from negative to stable in December. The World Bank
has also acknowledged Pakistan as one of the top 10 “most improved”
countries in the Ease of Doing Business Index. Pakistan’s current account
deficit has narrowed 75pc to $2.153 billion in the first six months of the current fiscal year of 2020 as imports of goods declined sharply. According to
the State Bank of Pakistan, the deficit was around $8.614 billion in the corresponding period of the last fiscal year. The current account deficit, which
measures the flow of goods, services and investments into and out of the
country, stood at $367 million in December, compared with $364 million in
the previous month. Analysts say the decline in the current account deficit
was driven by import compression and moderate growth in exports. Higher
foreign investment and increased remittances from Pakistani workers
abroad also contributed to the improvement in the current account balance.
Trade data, released earlier, showed exports increased by 4.5pc to
$12.391b in July-December FY20, while imports fell by 20.9pc to $22.2b
in the six months of the current fiscal year.
Foreign direct investment into Pakistan surged by 68.3pc to $1.340b in
July-December FY20. Foreign investment in government securities such
as market treasury bills and Pakistan Investment Bonds reached $452.2
million in six months of FY20, compared with $0.1 million a year ago. Analysts say the current account gap is easily plugged by the available financial flows in the period after an increase in foreign portfolio investment and
two tranches of the IMF Extended Fund Facility. The SBP, in its first quarterly report, expects the current account deficit to be 1.5 – 2.5pc of GDP in
FY20, largely due to increasing benefits from import compression. “Most
of the improvement in the current account has come from a reduction in
the country’s import bill; exports have yet to contribute significantly, as
healthy quantum gains are not supported by price trends,” the report said.
In September, Pakistan’s current account deficit dropped by 80pc to a
41-month low of $259 million, with a 111.5pc rise in foreign direct investment (FDI) and 194pc increase in private investment. With FDI of $1.34
billion during the first half of the current fiscal year, a 68.3pc increase was
registered in January, compared to $796.8 million of the same period of
the previous fiscal year. In February, the reserves of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) also hit a 21-month high at $11.586 billion. The economic positivity was also reflected by the Karachi Stock Exchange (KSE), which
registered a 16-month high in February, crossing the 42,000 point mark
after a cumulative increase of 13,000 points in four months.
Despite the positives, the IMF-dictated policies have badly hurt the
masses. Ironically, Pakistan’s financial developments have come in the aftermath of the bailout agreement, which aimed to address a multitude of
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macroeconomic imbalances spearheaded by a balance of payment crisis.
A delay in agreeing to the IMF terms meant that by the end of August 2019,
inflation had hit an 87-month high of 11.6pc. By the time the government
implemented an IMF instructed market-driven currency exchange rate, the
Pakistani rupee had already lost over 50pc of its value against the US dollar. However, in the six months since the IMF bailout agreement, the Pakistani rupee-US dollar exchange rate has eased from around 165 to the
current 155. While the government’s delayed response aggravated the currency exchange crisis, financial analysts argue that its foundation were laid
by the previous Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government,
whose Finance Minister Ishaq Dar had kept the Pakistani rupee-US dollar
exchange rate artificially afloat around the 100 mark.
Rising inflation is a serious cause of concern, for the masses and the
government. January saw a 12-year high inflation rate of 14.6, which the
State Bank of Pakistan declared “transitory.” Critics say the IMF conditions,
coupled with the government’s negligence leading up to the bailout, continue to take their toll on the masses with persistent increase in prices of
gas, power and fuel. While inflation has caused a hike in the prices of commodities and food items, mismanagement has seen shortages of basic dietary ingredients like tomatoes, wheat, and sugar.
Pakistan has attempted to address the inflation through the SBP maintaining a high policy rate at 13.25pc, providing the increased interest rate
as a savings incentive for the masses. However, critics argue that with the
inflation being cost-push and not demand-pull, the enhanced rate won’t
suffice in addressing it. Furthermore, the high interest rate is attracting
overseas investment in treasury bills.
Experts say the IMF-dictated policies have steered the economy toward
macro corrections despite their crushing impact on the masses. Undoubtedly, the government had inherited a worst economic crisis. It had to carry
out painful reforms, made the exchange rate market-based, which led to
massive devaluation and inflation.
The PTI government has made adjustments, which should have been
made decades ago. It is why Pakistan lags behind regional countries and
needs to approach the IMF every few years. It is hoped the fiscal developments will solve Pakistan’s economic woes permanently and it will not have
to seek an IMF bailout package again. However, the government will have
to take practical measures to check high prices, which have made the reform process really painful for the people.
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Opinion

Intelligentsia must lead
Raza Khan

The country is in real multi-dimensional and multi-level crisis and as almost
all state institutions are ostensibly unable to respond to the deep morass,
the only hope remains the country’s intelligentsia. However, it remains to
be seen what is the collective capacity of Pakistani intelligentsia and how
it could respond to the grave challenges faced by the country.
The multi-dimensional crises in Pakistan include significant political
systemic collapse, near-economic default and above all, noticeable social
decay. As the politicians, civil society, official bureaucracy among others
are either insensitive or have no capacity to respond to the situation, the
only hope remains the country’s intelligentsia. When one studies the political science and particularly governance from the standpoint of the theory
of historical institutionalism, it transpires that countries quite often get into
crisis when they stick to historical path dependency. For instance, in Pakistan in the past whenever political governments failed, the military took
upon itself to lead the way by taking the reins of government in its own
hands. It, according to historical institutionalism, is path dependency, which
in the case of Pakistan, has been on the military.
However, the nature of crisis in Pakistan today is not only political or
economic but more importantly social. Therefore, the path dependency
upon the military to rescue the country out of the crisis is no longer applicable. Even in the past, the path dependency of Pakistan on the military
could not address the crisis prevailing in the era. It was despite the fact
that some brilliant and earnest reformative efforts were launched by military
dictators. General Ayub Khan had come up with an innovative local government system as well as a successful economic model and General Pervez Musharraf also with a brilliant local government system. So, the path
dependency upon the military has been futile. Whenever, a country falls
into deep political and economic crisis, the political forces lead the way.
However, due to several reasons the political actors and institutions may
not be able to play their desirous and expected role in Pakistan. Against
this backdrop, it is the intelligentsia that could be expected to lead the way.
It is the intelligentsia that keep on studying the developments within
the country and continuously suggest solutions. The members of the intelligentsia, which is often found within two professions, academia and
journalism, their primary task is to keep an eye on each and every negative
and positive development in every aspect of statecraft, systems and society. However, in normal times the intelligentsia remain in the background
and keep on with its main task. But in times of national and social crisis,
intellectuals come forward and even not only influence decision and policy-making but also take up the domains in their own hands. The same is
expected of Pakistani intelligentsia. Now the biggest question is that
whether most members of Pakistan intelligentsia at this point of our national history have the will and capacity to do so? As far as the capacity of
members of Pakistani intelligentsia is concerned, there are a lot of question
marks in this regard. It can be gauged from the fact that at least in the recent history of Pakistan no example could be cited when the intellectuals
launched a movement by their own to address the multi-dimensional crisis
in the country.
Now the issue of willingness is also quite there with Pakistani intellectuals as most of them are quite self-centred and use the situation for mak-
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ing a fortune. It is a well-known fact that a large number members of Pakistani intelligentsia have been getting perks and privileges from foreign
countries, which shower benefits on them either for understanding the crisis in Pakistan or to make it more grave.
It does not mean that conscientious and considerate people are not
found in Pakistani intelligentsia. There are definitely good people in Pakistan intellectuals but the problem is that their strength is limited and they
individually count, but do not make any difference let along addressing the
multi-dimensional crisis in the country. Now the only option for Pakistani
intelligentsia to play a leading role in driving out the country out of the deep
political, social and economic crisis is that the earnest individuals must
come together and devise a plan of action. If it happens, it would be extremely beneficial for the country. If someone has not thought in this direction so far of bringing conscientious and considerate intellectuals to one
forum with a single aim to engage them in philosophical and academic debates but with a limited and time-bound mandate to pull the country out of
the crisis. No stone shall be left unturned to establish such a forum, so as
to launch the movement for the reformation of the political, economic and
social system of the country in order to address the multi-dimensional crisis
in the state.
The forum of intellectuals with a time-bound mandate to address the
multiple crises faced by the country and society could be quite successful
if other key state actors, like the military, judiciary and political forces, fully
back the forum and the movement of intellectuals to study and provide solutions to come out of the deep morass. Moreover, the exigent forum and
movement of intellectuals shall take extra-care to handle the situation with
complete seriousness and sincerity. The intellectuals would do a great job
to suggest viable, practicable or doable solutions to address the multi-dimensional crisis in the country. Now the movement of intellectuals should
start with initial joint meetings of academics, journalists and lawyers and
then a workable plan of action must be devised.
The government of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), which has generally failed to govern the country desirably, must put all its weight behind
the idea of a time-bound and need-specific forum and movement of intellectuals so that its own task of governance becomes easier. In this respect,
it must be advised that the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan has
now to think beyond personal and political interest to address the multi-dimensional crisis in the country.
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Viewpoint

State-society
relationship in Pakistan
Raza Khan

The institution of the state, which is arguably the highest level of human
organization, historically emerged from society. In other words, society
gave birth to the institution of the state. The fundamental rationale behind
the formation of the institution of the state was and has been to organize
the social life in all areas and respects.
The ancient and modern states, more often, came into existence
through an agreement among social classes and social groups. This
agreement was given the name of “social contract” by classical political
thinkers, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke.
While organizing the social life a state has to use all its powers and resources to ensure security, development and welfare of its residents. In
this regard, a state has to exercise its sovereignty that is the supreme authority which it has within its territorial limits and is unrivalled by any other
sub or supra-state institution. A state which fails to exercise its sovereignty
loses its writ and becomes a failing state and if this failure is consistent,
the state is called a “failed” state. A state role in organizing social life is
ubiquitous, all-encompassing, unrivalled and continuous as well as instantaneous. A state, which fails to organize its social life, loses its meaning
and raison d’être.
Over decades, successive governments have largely failed to organize
social life and that is the reason that we are facing chronic problems of religious extremism, terrorism, financial corruption, mass illiteracy, political
instability and mismanagement in every sector. Therefore, it should not be
a surprise that the people have lost faith in elected representatives, governments, institutions and functionaries to address their needs and issues.
Starting with religious social institutions, the state ought to ensure that
all people must hold and practice their religious beliefs according to their
conscience. More importantly, the state must guarantee that any so-called
religious group or movement must not become a threat to the stability of
society and thus an impediment to social control. In this respect, the state
must devise clear and practicable rules and procedures for religious institutions, groups and movements. All such bodies must get themselves registered with relevant governmental departments, vividly mentioning their
agenda, modus operandi and sources of funding. For instance, all seminaries must get themselves registered with the government and provide
information about their curricula, students and funding. On the other hand,
all mosques must be owned by the government and as religion is a sensitive affair, there must not be any permission to private organizations to
own a mosque. Because in this case, there is every possibility that a
mosque could become a symbol of a particular mindset having a sectarian,
political or even an economic agenda, which is deleterious to larger community and societal interest. Against this backdrop, the Pakistani state has
largely been unable to organize the religious social life. The consequences
of the inability are quite obvious.
The state also has to organize the social institution of economy without
which the functioning of the state is not possible. The state has to regulate
the affairs of economic markets, ensuring fair competition and discouraging
monopolization, cartelization etc. The state also has to impose fair and
progressive taxation to fund its operations to cater to the basic needs of
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the people, including inter alia, food and environmental security. Most importantly, the state has to ensure an equitable distribution of resources to
protect the overall social solidarity. It also has to provide opportunities for
upward economic mobility to all its citizens and a conducive environment
for business and investment. The economic conditions of contemporary
Pakistan demonstrate that the state has mostly been unable to perform
on all the economic fronts and the result is an economic meltdown, hyperinflation and flight of capital.
A family is a basic social institution. Even the state also has a huge and
definitive role in organizing the family life. Generally, family life is considered something private and the state has nothing to do with it. This is a
profoundly erroneous perception, rather it is a misconception. It is the state
that provides for the conditions in which the family’s development and welfare is ensured. Moreover, if affairs within the family become unmanageable, the state has to intervene and resolve the dispute between the family
members. In Pakistan, family feuds and intra-family conflicts have been a
key feature of social life. This state of affairs within families in Pakistan is
largely because the state has failed to regulate the affairs of the family by
strict enforcement of family as well as other civil and criminal laws.
Educating its citizens is one of the most important functions of the state
as without imparting the people with knowledge and a variety of skills, society cannot function let alone harmoniously. Pakistan is among one of the
lowly literate states of the world. Roughly half of the population is illiterate
and the quality of the literate population leaves a lot to be desired. It is important to note that no modern state can shirk of its duty to provide education to all of its citizens. However, in Pakistan the state has not only been
able to cater to the educational needs of its citizens but also has allowed
the privatization of education, which is a dangerous phenomenon. At this
point in time, a new crisis has inflicted Pakistani educational institutions
as most public-sector universities of the country are facing acute financial
crisis and they are unable to pay their employees.
In Pakistan, we often come across a discourse that what is the basic
reason behind our multidimensional problems and issues and what is
wrong with the state? The answer is very simple that the state has largely
failed to organize the social life. Therefore, the current political leadership
of the country, particularly the parliamentarians, must put together their
heads and think along these lines as otherwise the crisis has become so
aggravated that anything can happen.
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Economy

What caused
the flour crisis?
Muhammad Jahangir

The country was recently hit by a serious wheat crisis and a moderate sugar
crisis as the prices of the two indigenous agriculture commodities escalated
beyond what is affordable by the common man.
In January, the price of flour increased by five rupees per kg due to a
shortage of the wheat supply. Fine flour was sold between Rs 62/kg and
Rs70/kg. In Karachi, a 20kg sack of flour was sold for Rs500. In some parts
of the city, a bag of 10kg flour which cost Rs450 before the crisis was sold
for Rs700 after an increase of Rs250. In Lahore, the Punjab Flour Mill Association increased the price of flour by Rs6 per kg, after which it was sold at
Rs70 per kg across the province.
Likewise, the price of sugar also escalated from Rs65/kg to Rs80 in the
past six months. The flour crisis had been in the making for quite some time.
There were clear signs that warned of disruptions to the supply in several
parts of the country; once the projections proved correct, the increase in the
price of wheat flour was inevitable.
Yet, the authorities concerned remained silent, showing little inclination
to take steps to protect the consumers from the rising cost of the staple food.
Reports of growing shortages in major cities were dismissed nonchalantly by
officials who were supposed to take action to rectify the situation. No surprise
then that a full-blown crisis gripped the entire country.
According to a report of the Punjab food department, at least 204 mills
were found involved in wheat shortage. The report alleged that most of the
people found guilty of creating the flour crisis hail from strong political backgrounds. The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) was tasked with probing
the shortage of wheat across the country. The Punjab government launched
a province-wide crackdown on wheat hoarders and profiteers to control flour
prices. The provincial government also decided to take strict action against
those involved in creating artificial shortage of flour.
According to some sources, a prominent political figure belonging to the
ruling party was responsible for the flour crisis. He has also been chairing or
attending numerous official meetings on agriculture. According to media reports, the same figure was among the beneficiaries of the rising sugar prices.
In March last year, it was reported in the Press that Pakistan was making
efforts to open up a potential two million ton wheat export market in
Afghanistan and had begun taking special measures based on the demands
of exporters.
In May-June 2019, the Pakistan Flour Mills Association (PFMA) had approached the government, seeking an immediate ban on the export of wheat.
However, according to reliable sources, the government dismissed the proposal keeping in view the available wheat stocks in the country. Later in July
2019, the government finally decided to impose a ban on the export of wheat
and wheat flour amid rising concern over the price hike trend of roti and other
wheat-based products.
But in Oct 2019, a newspaper reported, “Pakistan resumed partial export
of wheat flour-related items to Afghanistan via the Torkham border after about
two months.” It added that the federal government had banned the export of
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wheat flour and related commodities to Afghanistan since July 30 due to rising domestic demand. “The export quota of wheat flour had also exhausted
by the end of July and thus its export was stopped,” the newspaper reported.
The report said the federal government had finally agreed to lift the ban
on semolina (sooji), refined flour used in bakery items and fine atta (flour) on
September 24, 2019, after prolonged negotiations with the exporters. However, the ban on regular wheat flour was intact.
Meanwhile, the smuggling of wheat flour through unfrequented routes to
Afghanistan had picked up momentum during the nearly two-month ban. On
the other hand, the Sindh government didn’t procure wheat during the last
harvest. It says it did not lift wheat stocks because of a cash crunch resulting
from the federal government’s failure to release funds. But that is not quite
the explanation to satisfy an earnest inquiry.
Similarly, the Punjab needs to come up with plausible reasons for its own
inaction against the hoarders responsible for hiking grain prices in the market.
The abrupt restrictions it imposed on the inter-provincial movement of wheat
and its products had also halted supplies to Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and elsewhere.
Above all, the federal government cannot absolve itself of the blame. Its
decision to allow excessive wheat exports in the summer despite the lowerthan-targeted harvest has forced it to import wheat to cover the shortages
for the next two months.
Unchecked smuggling of wheat flour across the porous borders with
Afghanistan, and major supply disruptions caused by weather conditions and
a strike by goods’ transporters played their part in complicating matters. More
importantly, it is poor management and lack of coordination among different
tiers of the government that led the crisis to overwhelm the poor and low-income groups, who are already struggling to cope with the rising cost of food.
They had to face the consequences of the authorities’ indifference and negligence.
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Business looks to the
future with confidence
Muhammad Jahangir

As we all know, these are difficult times for the economy and business in general. However, findings from a recent business survey
suggest that while businesses are generally pessimistic about the
overall direction of the country, there are some people who feel that
the next year is going to be good for their business.
Gallup Pakistan has recently released a new Business Confidence Index to measure the business community's reactions. This
is the first part of the survey, conducted with owners and managers
of 433 businesses between October and December 2019, in sectors
such as manufacturing, construction, financial services, wholesale
and retail trade. The survey overwhelmingly represents the Punjab
(73% of respondents) and does not include Balochistan.
Since there is no benchmark available for the survey, it isn't possible to evaluate the change in business sentiments over a period
of time. Still, some of the findings are instructive. For instance, 60
percent of the surveyed businesses indicated that Pakistan was
heading to the wrong direction. What is not clear is which factors the
respondents kept in the mind while expressing the sentiment.
Over 60 percent of respondents each in the Punjab, Sindh and
the federal capital indicated that Pakistan was heading to the wrong
direction, but 78 percent of the respondents from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa said the country was heading to the right direction. It may
be added here that in KP, the PTI was re-elected with a strong majority,
with the Punjab turning a divided electorate in the 2018 elections. It means
that there is something that the PTI is doing right in KP, especially when it
comes to keeping the business community involved in policymaking.
However, in the midst of gloom, some 43 percent of the respondents
noted that the coming year would be “better" for their business, whereas
36 percent said the next year would be “worse" and 16 percent expected
no change in their business fortunes. The overall net optimism score of 7
percent is a conundrum: why some respondents expect their businesses
to do better in the future even as a majority sees the country going to the
wrong direction?
KP’S optimism level is 56%, followed by Sindh (17%) and the Punjab
(4%), whereas Islamabad was the most pessimistic among the lot (-25%).
Net optimism was higher for businesses dealing in local market (9%) than
businesses dealing in import/export (net optimism: 2%). This is rather pradoxical, as LSM data show that export-oriented industries are doing somewhat better than industries that cater mainly to local consumption.
Importers, however, are feeling the heat more than others as inward shipments have gone down due to import reduction policies.
We must remember that this is the first part of Gallup Pakistan’s survey
which means that the picture will be clearer when findings of the next part
are published, especially relating to the two broad categories of “industrial"
and “services". This will ensure that findings can be used alongside other
such surveys. Also, it would help if sentiments relating to production, sales,

February 16-29, 2020

employment, investment, credit, etc. are included in subsequent survey
reports.
It is interesting to note that Gallup’s findings are in line with the current
negative sentiment and expected positive sentiment as reported in the
State Bank of Pakistan's recent Business Confidence Survey. Within the
SBP's index, the current business confidence index came in at 40 for October 2019, up from 37 in August 2019. This reading seems to correlate
with the overall findings in the Gallup survey where the country is deemed
by most business owners and managers to be heading to the wrong direction.
Significantly, SBP's expected business confidence index reading of 56,
up from 54 in August 2019, is reflected in Gallup survey's favorable net
optimism score. However, this business sentiment is at odds with declining
consumer confidence. Data from SBP's recent consumer confidence survey (November 2019) shows that consumer sentiment is bogged down by
heavy inflationary expectations, as individuals were more depressed about
their purchasing power in the coming days.
In view of the weakness of the recent macroeconomic recovery, it will
take some time to create suitable monetary and fiscal conditions for economic expansion which, in turn, will cause the consumers to stand up for
higher demand growth. The upshot is that the government should try to
improve the business sentiment by involving the industrialists and traders
more in the policy-making and budget-making process. The key to economic growth and consolidation is to make things easier for businesspeople, who at the moment are frustrated.
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Education

Development funds
lapse — a criminal
negligence!
Rasheed Ali

Development funds lapse should be declared a criminal act and the Parliament should legislate on it, suggests educationists.
The recently published media reports on the lapse of education development funds have caused great mental pain to Chaudhry Ahmad Hassan,
who’s serving as the principal of a big high school in the Lahore region.
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“Isn’t it sheer injustice to a province where over 15 million children are
still out of school and whatever meagre allocations are made in the annual
budget go unutilised due to lack of interest and negligence of officials and
departments concerned,” asks the educationist, who has served the provincial Planning and Development (P&D) department for long in the near past.
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The official data published by the national dailies showed that in the
first six months (July-December) of financial year 2019-20, a total of Rs.
42.9 billion were allocated for development projects of four education departments. The departments included Punjab School Education Department, Punjab Higher Education Department, Special Education
Department and Literacy and Non-formal Basic Education Department.
The official figures showed that out of the total allocations, only Rs.
15.33 billion or 35.73 per cent had been released until December, and if
the trend continues for the remaining half of the fiscal year, most of the development projects might not get completed, or even initiated in the
province. Only one department got more than half of the allocations and
only a single department was able to utilise more than 75 per cent of the
released funds.
The biggest department of the biggest province of Pakistan, the Punjab
School Education Department, was allocated a total of Rs. 32 billion for
FY2019-20 under the development head. After the passage of the first six
months of the fiscal year, the provincial government had released only Rs.
11.982 billion or 37.44 per cent of the total allocation. And of that, only Rs.
3.752 billion or 11.72 per cent of the total allocation, and 31.31 per cent of
the released amount had been utilised by the department.
Ahmad Hassan says the dismal picture becomes even gloomier for a
person who knows well how direly funds are needed to open new schools
and improve the lot of the existing ones. A United Nations Population Fund
(UNFP) report estimates that the Punjab province will need 35,000 more
schools in the coming years to provide access to all out-of-school children
to get an education. The report revealed that around 31pc girls and 22pc
boys in the age group of 5 to 16 are not enrolled in the province currently.
The Report on Annual School Census 2017-18 showed that over 520
government schools in the Punjab have no functional toilets and drinking
water facilities, more than 1,000 have no boundary walls, and over 2,200
are without electricity. These are official figures, and the actual numbers
may be many more.
The Annual Statistical Report 2017-18 showed that the dropout rate
was 44 and 40pc at primary and secondary levels, respectively. Low enrolment also caused the closure of 150 schools in the district of Haripur.
All the issues need the attention of the authorities concerned on a caseto-case basis.
The Higher Education Department was allocated a total of Rs. 7.3 billion for development projects in fiscal year 2019-20. At the end of the six
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months, the provincial government released only Rs. 2.155 billion or 29.52
per cent of the total allocation. Of that, only Rs. 0.515 billion or 7.05 per
cent of the total allocation and 23.89 per cent of the released amount had
been utilised. The pathetic situation of higher education institutions due to
lack of funds is a common knowledge. It must be a cause of concern for
every individual of the nation if even the allocated and released funds are
not spent timely and judiciously.
The third department, Punjab Special Education, fared better than all
other departments in getting funds, though it also failed to utilise the released funds completely. A total of one billion rupees were allocated in the
2019-20 budget for special education and the government released Rs
0.543 billion or 54.3 per cent between July and December 2019. However,
only Rs 0.027 billion or 2.7 per cent of the allocated amount and a mere
4.97 per cent of the total released amount was utilised by the department.
For various projects of the Literacy and Non-formal Basic Education
Department, the Punjab government allocated a total of Rs. 2.6 billion
under the development head. After the first six months of fiscal year 201920, the Punjab government released Rs. 0.65 billion or 25 per cent of the
total allocation. Of the amount, Rs. 0.497 billion, or 19.11 per cent, of the
allocation and 76.46 per cent of the released amount was utilised by the
department.
Ahmad Hassan regrets that even highly prioritised areas of the government are also facing hurdles as the release of funds had been delayed.
Some 310 approved schemes for schools, higher and special education
were able to get only Rs. 4.29 billion in the first six months of FY20 out of
the total allocation of Rs. 40 billion. For specialised healthcare and medical
education, not a single rupee was utilised despite releasing Rs. 4 billion.
Also, only Rs. 1.01 billion was utilised by the provincial government on
159 approved schemes in the area of primary and secondary healthcare.
For FY20, Rs. 23.5 billion had been allocated for the schemes whereas
only Rs. 9.8 billion was actually released.
The educationist does not agree with the notion that development funds
go unutilised due to capacity issues. Now, a large majority of education
development projects are carried out through district governments, under
the direct supervision of the deputy commissioners (DCs) concerned, he
tells Cutting Edge.
In every district, the DC has an experienced team of experts, who not
only prepare development schemes but also supervise their construction
and completion. He says that with the release of the budget document
every year, all district administrations know it clearly what projects had
been proposed for their regions and how much allocations made.
If the departments and officials concerned initiate work on the proposed
projects immediately after the release of the budget document after its approval from the provincial assembly, there would be no issue of funds lapse
at all. He believes it’s mostly slackness, lack of interest and sometimes
mala fide intentions that delay the launch of projects and lapse of development funds.
The educationist admits that sometimes a tussle between the local political leadership and the district administration causes delay in the finalisation of projects. However, he adds, if the political leadership shows
maturity and the Education Department as well as the district administration perform their duties honestly and dedicatedly, any small hurdles could
be overcome easily.
Last year, the Punjab government introduced its education policy under
the New Deal 2018-2023. Despite the claim of the chief minister that education was ignored in the province for the last 70 years, the Punjab is at
an advantage having benefited from reform efforts since as early as 2003.
These efforts were successful to an extent, though success rates varied
across districts.
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf government in the province may claim
newness of the 2018-2023 deal, the objectives of reducing the number of
out-of-school children, ensuring quality education through textbook reform
and teacher training, focusing on early education and pre-primary education, improving examination and evaluation and building the capacity of
the education sector is similar to the objectives of the previous governments, which also ensured the continuity of reform policy.
Hassan agrees to an explanation partially that the PTI government,
being inexperienced, and lack of cooperation on part of the bureaucracy
and the administration caused lapse of development funds during its first
year in the government in the province. However, he is optimistic that during the upcoming years, the PTI-led coalition government in the biggest
province of the country would show more maturity and seriousness in starting and completing development projects on time and avoiding the lapse
of the allocated funds.

17

Opinion

Contempt of court
Fakir Syed Ayazuddin

The message is quite clear; Pakistan cannot coexists with these politicians.
The entire wealth of the country has been hidden abroad, beyond the
reach of our agencies, many of which are in collusion with the looters. In fact,
they were already part of the problem, so how can they be expected to deliver? That is why all efforts by Imran Khan’s government continue to be stalemated by the political forces opposing him, that continue to gain power. The
accountability process that is the cornerstone of Imran’s election campaign
has been stalled and stuck.
Meanwhile, the policy of sympathetic treatment of the PML-N continues.
The latest bail given to former Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah has sent
shockwaves through the judicial system. It negates the PTI government’s
crackdown on the illegal activities of PML-N office-bearers. This behaviour
of the PML-N and its anti-PTI activities must be viewed in the perspective
that it is thwarting the running of the government. These activities go beyond
political rivalry and appear to be allowing criminals the freedom to operate.
The Rana Sunaullah episode can be seen to encourage sinister criminal elements, especially those involved in activities such as drug smuggling.
In his statement, Rana Sanaullah allegedly confessed that due to financial
problems, and the need to stay abreast of his new political status, he had no
choice but to resort to “other means” to sustain his office. It is indeed a remarkable confession, especially coming from someone who has been the
law minister of the largest province of Pakistan. His comment has been widely
circulated in the international media, and he will definitely face problems on
this issue when he next goes abroad. No country anywhere allows latitude
on drug smuggling. His confession makes it doubly dangerous for him, not
to mention the slur on Pakistan’s government officials.
Imran will have no option but to dissolve the assemblies and call for a new
mandate. We should all realise that the existing PML-N control of the bureaucracy and its deep roots in the judiciary make it impossible for any reforms to
be implemented. With relief being provided to PML-N office-bearers, and leniency shown in NAB investigations, it is not surprising that criminality continues to prosper, with the PTI rendered ineffective by the massive influence
being exerted by the PML-N.
Whether it is the wheat scandal or the rupee vs dollar slump, each instance shows the success of the anti-PTI stance by the bureaucracy of the
country. The impact on the 200 million people of Pakistan is of immeasurable
suffering on a daily basis. For instance, petrol and ghee, both essential items,
keep increasing in price and are tied to the dollar. The State Bank of Pakistan
should have identified the people responsible for betting against the rupee.
This was typical of the PML-N “dirty tricks brigade”, and proof of this exists
in the files of the State Bank. The proof should be placed before a law court
and this must be done before these investigations are tampered with. When
the impact of the huge currency shortfall is viewed in terms of its effect on
the lives of the 200 million people of Pakistan, then leniency or mercy is not
possible. The perpetrators deserve the maximum punishment and judges
should be made aware of the enormity of the crime. The judges have no right
to show a political bias. They must view these crimes as a blow to the nation
itself. In fact, it would be better if the judiciary is reformed.
The Sharif family has indeed brought the state of Pakistan to its present
abysmal condition. There can be no excuse. The condition of the country is
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all too obvious, it may even beyond rescue. For Nawaz to be allowed bail is
strange while he was serving an unfinished sentence of so many years. The
bail to a prisoner serving such a huge sentence is unheard of either in Pakistan or any other country, for that matter. Who can explain this? There is no
such parallel in the world. The Sharifs have indeed shown their mastery.
There is no way that any Imran Khan can compete with such a formidable
array of power. The entire bureaucratic administration is completely under
the control of the Nawaz League or so it seems. Nawaz is seen dining at
fancy restaurants in London, when he is supposed to be too ill to be out of
hospital. Certainly, too ill for this sort of entertainment. Not only is Nawaz enjoying the benefits bestowed by the bail but his behaviour is also showing the
contempt he holds for courts. A classic case of Nawaz showing contempt for
the judiciary.
The courts in any country interpret the law. One would like an explanation
from law experts under what power mercy or leniency can be shown by courts
when non is allowed. If a crime has been committed then the punishment for
that crime is specified. The quantum of punishment is specified. If a judge
shows leniency then his judgment shows that either his view or his direction
is at variance with the existing rules. They must give a reason for this variance. If none exists within the law, then not only the judgment, but the judge
can be questioned and his explanation called for. Mercy is not listed in the
statute books. The punishment is prescribed and must be applied. In the case
of the Sharifs, reasons should have given for allowing him to travel abroad
when no such facility is allowed in any country. Should we create a new term
“leniency” when none exists anywhere in the world? This in itself should be
called the Nawaz Addendum, to be applied whenever a Sharif appears in the
dock. This can only be the rationale.
It is not surprising that the same pattern has been adopted in the 30 years
of the PML-N. It seems this is the form that has been established. For the
record, the new limits should be formalised so the other citizens can see the
new perimeter and model their lives accordingly.
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Viewpoint

Theft of capital
Fakir Syed Ayazuddin

There is a need to examine the destruction of the Pakistani economy by a
succession of political leadership. The fact is that every PML-N and PPP
leader has salted money abroad. All these funds have been siphoned
away from the state of Pakistan.
The state of the city of Karachi is the most obvious example. This once
vibrant city of twenty million, had provided jobs in the textile, leather and
garment industry, and this is where some of the largest units were based.
Karachi also provided a large pool of labour and office workers, including
the highest number of English speaking, computer savvy staff, without
which no management can exist. The gleaming high rise buildings on
Shahrah-e-Faisal are an example of modern offices manned by these
workers. This led to large export growth and at one time accounted for
nearly 80% of Pakistan’s exports of manufactured goods.
Political policies have damaged Karachi for various reasons. The main
reason has been the flawed policies which caused the drying up of capital
which is the urgent need for successfully operating these industries. The
politicians have no interest in putting money into these industries in Pakistan. They prefer to send money abroad into real estate investments in
Dubai and the UK, thus depriving Karachi of much needed capital. Under
the circumstances, workers of Karachi had little choice but to seek other
means of income.
Real estate boomed, but because of the shifting of desperately needed
capital, exports floundered. In the present case, the production has shifted
from Karachi to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Karachi-based industries are
now empty buildings. The roads are in disrepair and make travel within the
city a nightmare. Even the most educated Pakistanis, with their expertise,
have no avenue to channel this asset.
The MQM must also be blamed for the proliferation of violence, blackmail, kidnapping and arson. A classic case was seen where approximately
250 workers were burnt to death in Karachi. A prosecution witness deposed that MQM men set fire to the Baldia factory over refusal to pay
Rs250 million. Here was a politically-motivated fire caused by a party that
demanded an extortion of money from the factory owners. This resulted
in the foreign partners fleeing Karachi and moving their investments to
safer havens, thereby depriving people of desperately needed jobs.
In the 18th century, the Jewish community made a policy that 30% of
their profits would be ploughed back into their businesses, 30% into real
state and 30% sent abroad. This is how the Swiss banks came into being
and the model has been replicated many times. In the days of Ayub Khan’s
government, Pakistani businesses followed the example. It was after
Bhutto’s nationalisation that the industries were left with nothing, and had
to start from scratch.
I was approached by the late Mir Afzal Khan, a minister in Bhutto’s cabinet, who asked me to find a suitable investor from Saudi Arabia. Mir Afzal
was the richest Pakistani at that time. When I asked him why he would
need a Saudi, his response was quite simple. Bhutto, he said, may be
dead, but who knows when this ghost of nationalisation may be resurrected! This shows how deep were the fears and fallout of Bhutto’s nationalisation. While no industry alone can be deemed a success by itself, but
the failures that followed nationalisation put an end to the glorious days of

February 16-29, 2020

a fledgling Pakistani industry.
However with Nawaz Sharif, the pendulum swung the other way. Instead of people in Pakistan investing in industries and factories, they plundered the country’s resources, and without going through the formality of
putting up industries they decided to use their political muscle to encash
Pakistani assets and invest in real estate abroad. The bulk of real estate
is now in Dubai; many of the glittering apartment buildings in Dubai are
owned by Pakistani politicians and senior bureaucrats.
This is how precious assets have been stripped and relocated to a “safe
haven”. Rather than investing in Pakistan, the choice has been to add to
the fortune of Dubai and deprive Pakistan if this much needed capital
which could have been deployed into generating income and revenue for
investing in new factories in Pakistan and creating new jobs for Pakistanis.
What good are the Sharifs’ billions, residing in the UK, when the paucity
of jobs and capital exists in Pakistan? The PML-N‘s strength in Pakistan
has been maintained primarily as a bulwark to protect any move against
the Sharifs assets or persona by a Pakistani government. This is the obvious reason why Prime Minister Imran Khan cannot bring back the looted
wealth. The spectre of a civil war is a threat taken seriously by all concerned and is probably the reason why the Sharifs and Zardaris have escaped punishment. Imran Khan is caught between a rock and a hard place.
Either Pakistan will be harmed or we have to wait for a younger, braver
leader.
At a recent dinner one of the invitees stated that Nawaz Sharif’s dream
of friendship with Modi could have resulted in closer ties with India. I
agreed and replied that yes, if indeed Nawaz Sharif would also agree to
conversion to Hinduism as Modi would settle for nothing less! Jinnah saw
this 70 years ago and gave us a country where we are free to practice
Islam.
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Strategy

Novice teachers and
inclusive settings
Huma Mir

The sustainable development goals (SDGs) are all about inclusion and
countless benefits of inclusion are evident in every sector of progressive
societies. When we talk about tracking the outcomes of inclusion in education, studies demonstrated that students with or without disabilities could
benefit more in a variety of ways than a teacher can think.
The more we evaluated the information gathered from schools and
families about inclusion, the more we realize that one of the biggest barriers to inclusion is the lack of training in teachers' education programs. It is
no fault of their own as new teachers have limited information about inclusion? They are not given the knowledge, skills or resources to teach in inclusive classrooms.
In Pakistan, we are in a situation where we ought to implement inclusion to meet the sustainable development goals and prepare new teachers
for inclusive classrooms but we are not quite there yet. For preparing the
novice teachers, here are a few things that they should know about inclusive classrooms.
One of the best things about inclusive teaching is that a teacher is not
expected to work alone. Inclusive teaching is always a collaborative effort
and requires the input and support of a school-based team. The team,
generally, comprises of the classroom teacher, special education teacher/
learning specialist, the student’s family, school administrator, and community support workers. The teacher, with the assistance of the school team,
will plan and deliver services to the students with disabilities in an inclusive
classroom.
When we analyse the schools' situation in Pakistan or around the
world, no general school education can be observed, because it is a universal fact that no two brains are alike. Human beings develop and learn
at different degrees and in different ways. It has been a fact that no teacher
can hold a class of students who learn at the same pace and in the same
way. Every teacher has to deal with a group of students with a wide range
of ability levels that need to reach and teach. We have students from a
wide variety of backgrounds who read at different levels, can do diverse
creative writings, calculate math at different speeds, would rather draw
than writing, or prefer physical education to IT.
In most developed societies, it has been recognized that a good and
effective teacher believes in inclusive teaching. The truth is that quality
teaching is inclusive teaching. Effective teachers practice to value students’ diversity and focus on student’s strengths rather than shortfalls.
These educators use an inclusive approach to engage students in learning, provide positive educational experiences, and set realistic learning
outcomes. Expert teachers use highly effective teaching strategies, possess strong classroom management skills, are responsive and reflective
in their teaching practice, and provide support to their students, having result-based plans. Additionally, good teachers use research-based methods
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such as Universal Design for Learning (UDL) to provide students with different ways to connect and succeed with the curriculum. So, if a teacher
is already executing most of the approaches, then they are already an inclusive teacher and just need to stay regulated on the same inclusive
strategies.
Modifying curriculum for students, who do not yet have an understanding of grade-level content, has long been the sole responsibility of the special education teachers. However, since the goal of inclusion is to include
the students in as much of the general education environment and curriculum as possible and the educationists need to make modifications as
frequently as possible across all areas of the educational programs. Therefore, if we want to see full, reliable inclusion exists in the Pakistani school
system, then modifications should be the responsibility of every teacher
and extensive training should be conducted on designing effective IEPs.
When general education teachers take ownership of the development and
delivery of lessons for their students, then we can truly begin to move towards more inclusive classrooms where students have the opportunity to
experience, access, and achieve the curriculum.
Unfortunately, general education teachers are very rarely trained on
how to modify and design a lesson for a student who does not, yet, work
at grade level. So, we need to train each teacher and particularly the new
teachers on how to plan an effective and efficient individual education plan.
Three easy steps are suggested to modify a curriculum at any grade
level: Identify the curriculum standard(s) that need to be taught for students
with and without an individual education plan. Align the grade-level goals
and modified goals to the possible extent. Plan a lesson that will teach
both grade-level and modified goals. A teacher can begin with planning
the grade-level lessons and then incorporate the modified goals. This will,
probably, require some changes to the lesson.
Numeracy and literacy rates improve when students are placed in an
inclusive classroom under inclusive instructions. There are improved outcomes for students with disabilities in the areas of employment and independent living after high schooling. Inclusive classrooms also give students
so many opportunities to not only learn academics but also develop their
social and emotional intelligence. Students practice pro-social skills such
as acceptance, patience, and empathy on a daily basis. Pro-social behaviours help children to interact with others in effective ways. Every day children have to deal with peers, events and problems. While practising
sharing, helping, cooperating, and empathy help children to deal with dayto-day events in ways that are helpful, not harmful.
Our education sector needs to be well equipped as per the requirements of inclusion where inclusive education facilitates the social and emotional growth and development of persons with disabilities and proves that
inclusion always yielded positive results on human societies.
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Atrocities

Systematic violation of
rights in occupied Kashmir
Changezi Sandhu

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a legal instrument, recognized by the UN at its 183rd session on December 10, 1948, as Resolution
217 - that comprises some principles which protect the primary rights of
all and sundry irrespective of race, religion, sex, creed, and colour. The
codified document contributes to the certain defined international laws regarding human rights.
All states are required to formulate their constitutions and laws under
the aegis of the principles. Not even a single segment of any society can
be deprived of the fundamental rights as mentioned in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The UN is liable to ensure fair implementation
of human rights by channelizing its other bodies. However, unfortunately,
the laws and principles could not be rationalized in a practical way because
of the gross violation of human rights in a number of parts of the world; Indian occupied Kashmir is one of them. Some months ago, India also committed “constitutional terrorism” by abrogating the Article 370 and article
35-A that is totally against the principles or articles of UDHR.
We can observe the blatant breaches of grave violations of human
rights in many regions. But the UN has a very confined role and limited
implication. Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Palestine, Kashmir, and other parts of the
world are sweltering in the heat of grave violation of fundamental rights in
the shape of mass killing, rape, child abuse, and mental torture. It seems
in the ongoing prevailing condition of human rights that “every state for itself” rather than for humanity is getting ascendency and the UN also follows in the footsteps by narrowing its purpose and rights for bringing peace
and protecting human rights.
According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, there are
some rights which are granted to every human being who takes birth on
the planet. These rights are non-derogable. The term “non-derogable” mentioned in UDHR- refers that these primary rights can never be violated
even in the condition of emergency. For instance, the Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, “All human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.”
But we can examine the blatant violation of the UDHR article in Kashmir,
Palestine and other parts of the world. But the scrapping of the Article 370
by India, that granted constitutional protection to the special status of Indian occupied Kashmir, and empowered Jammu Kashmir to formulate its
own laws by retaining the identity of more than 94pc Muslims of the Indian
occupied Kashmir, is violation of the 1st Article of the UDHR.
Furthermore, the Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
endorses and protects due freedom and liberty without any discrimination
by stating that “everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth
in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or another status.” Sadly, the article has been violated at
large levels in Indian occupied Kashmir for many decades by raping girls,
slaughtering people, blinding protesters by using pallet-guns, and depriving
Muslims of Kashmir of the non-derogable rights which have been granted
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and protected by the UN for all human beings. The scrapped Article 35-A
ensured that citizens of Indian occupied Kashmir would enjoy separate
fundamental rights, and property rights as compared to the other parts of
India. The Indian government not only committed the gross violation of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights by snatching and wresting the separate identity and provision of primary rights of Kashmiris, but also legalized “constitutional terrorism” against human beings.
The Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reaffirms
freedom, liberty, and security of all and sundry by stating that "everyone
has the right to life, liberty, and security of person.” For many decades, Indian troops have been violating the article under the nose of the UN and
the global community. More alarming is the silence of the UN and the rest
of the leading powers in terms of practical actions. The League of Nations
collapsed because of inadequate measures against the states that violated
its principles. Only passing statements, introducing courses, conducting
conferences and engaging the world in dialogue on human rights will never
give a practical solution to the world to save human fellows from the atrocities of sanguinary nations, nor will it help the UN to retain its repute in future.
So, humanity is under challenges at two levels; international level, and
governmental level. The UN along with leading world powers needs to address the challenges at all levels to save humanity. Last but not least, the
UN should liberate itself from the shackles and monopoly of international
powers which misuse its laws and structure for the sake of preservation of
their legitimate and illegitimate national interests. The UN should take immediate actions on minor and major violation of its laws and constitution
by deploying police and peacekeeping missions. It must force India to repeal the presidential order and legislation that wrenched the special status
of Kashmiris. UN police and peacekeeping missions should be sent to Indian occupied Kashmir to implement the UDHR in more effective ways.
If the UN only passes statements of condemnation of the violation of
human rights from the Indian side, there would be a threat to itself in the
womb of time and, perhaps, it may collapse like the League of Nations.
So, the UN along with the permanent members of the Security Council
must take practical steps against the “constitutional terrorism” of India and
let the Kashmiris enjoy their basic rights.
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Opinion

Sinophobia won't save
you from the coronavirus
Edward Hon-Sing Wong

Shortly after the first Canadian case of the new coronavirus was announced in January, David Shao, a healthcare worker from Winnipeg, the
capital of Manitoba province, was taunted by colleagues to go home and
stop "spreading the virus". He was not sick; he was, however, the only Chinese person in his workplace.
Shao came to Canada in 1989 from Shanghai, China. He had never
been to Wuhan. In fact, he had not been abroad for more than a year. Unfortunately, these comments were all too familiar to him. During the SARS
outbreak in 2003, his colleagues also told him to "stay away" and "go
home". Shao's experiences throughout these two outbreaks are a reality
for many Chinese people in Canada and beyond. As with SARS, the latest
health epidemic is a reminder of the pervasive racism that deems Chinese
populations to be inherently foreign, unhygienic and carriers of disease.
There have been countless social media posts labelling Chinese people "dirty" and "unclean". A video of a Chinese woman eating bat soup allegedly in a Wuhan restaurant went viral and was accompanied by the
claim that the outbreak started from such practices. That the video was
shot on the Pacific island of Palau, that the dish is a local delicacy (not a
Chinese one), and that the outbreak did not start from a "bat soup" did not
seem to matter to those eagerly wanting to believe that Chinese people
get sick because they eat "revolting" food.
But disease and bad hygiene have less to do with what is eaten and more
to do with the condition in which the food is prepared. And that is often determined by bad policies and lack of control rather than the food preferences of
an ethnic group. Chinese people have faced perceptions of being "unhygienic"
and "dirty" long before SARS and the coronavirus came along. As early as
the 19th century Opium Wars, the Chinese nation was referred to as the "sick
man of East Asia". This slur took a literal turn as Chinese migrants to North
America came to be associated with poor hygiene and proneness to disease.
In the late 19th century, in Canada, it was not uncommon for white-owned
restaurants to advertise that they did not employ Chinese workers. One such
restaurant in the city of Victoria claimed, "the stomach of a person of refined
tastes must revolt at the mere idea that his dinner has been cooked by a Chinaman," shortly after replacing its Chinese cooks with Germans.
This perception of Chinese people as unhygienic was often drawn from
bad living conditions in Chinatowns. In 1887, Vancouver's Chinatown was
described by reporters as "an eyesore to civilisation" and "pest-producing".
In 1890, during a cholera scare in Vancouver, the local press demanded
that the government take action against that city's Chinatown. Despite the
lack of evidence that cholera had arisen from the neighbourhood, the city
council designated Chinatown an "official entity" in the medical health officer rounds and health committee reports, a designation that placed the
neighbourhood under closer scrutiny for by-law infractions. Other designated entities included sewerage, scavenging sites, slaughterhouses and
pig ranches - none of which were residential.
Chinese people were indeed living in poor conditions, but that was
hardly their fault. Despite repeated petitions to improve infrastructure, the
local authorities had neglected the immigrant area for years, seeing it as
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a low priority. As a result, Chinatown was filled with garbage and manure,
as it lacked a sewage system, while its residents lived in overcrowded
spaces lacking ventilation.
It is because of government neglect that these communities experienced higher rates of contagious diseases, including tuberculosis. Sewage
was finally introduced in 1896 but overcrowding was not resolved. Instead,
the city authorities often resorted to the demolition of houses in Chinatown
on the basis that they were "dangerous to the health of the city", leaving
many Chinese workers homeless.
Today, conditions in Chinatowns across Canada have markedly improved, but the stigma has remained and the SARS and coronavirus outbreaks have just added more fuel to the fire. The Lunar New Year is an
especially busy time for Chinese businesses, but this year because of
news of the epidemic, Chinese malls and restaurants across the country
remained empty. The Federation of Chinese Canadians in the city of
Markham, Ontario has reported that some Chinese businesses have suffered losses of between 20 percent and 90 percent as a result of the coronavirus outbreak. During the 2003 SARS outbreak, Toronto's Chinatowns
saw their revenues drop between 40 percent and 80 percent.
And while some of the most marginalised communities are suffering
the financial consequences of the outbreak and public panic, the Canadian
authorities are not only doing little to address anti-Chinese racism and popular misconceptions, but also in some places are undermining the capacity
of local medical facilities to cope with a potential outbreak. In Ontario, the
conservative government of Doug Ford is in the process of consolidating
35 public health units into 10 as a cost-saving measure. These public
health units provide infectious disease control and restaurant inspections
- crucial measures to ensure sanitation standards are met. Consolidation
could lead to layoffs that affect service delivery.
These cuts are happening alongside the government's gutting of the
Employment Standards Act - eliminating paid sick days and requiring workers to provide sick notes to take leave. Countless studies have shown that
employees without paid sick leave were far more likely to continue working
when symptomatic, risking transmission of the illness, instead of resting
at home. It is no surprise then that, in the face of the coronavirus epidemic,
more than 175 health workers have signed an open letter demanding that
the Ontario government restore paid sick day provisions.
In the end, what would help Canada prevent an outbreak is strengthening its health care sector and making sure its financial needs are addressed. What would definitely not prevent it, however, is leaving
xenophobia and Sinophobia unchecked. Our organisation, the Chinese
Canadian National Council Toronto Chapter, continues to receive numerous emails, phone calls and social media messages blaming Chinese people for the virus. In a classic case of victim blaming, we even got accused
in an email of inflaming societal divisions by publicly confronting racism. It
is clear to us that conjuring century-old stereotypes about Chinese people
will not help Canadians stay safe from the coronavirus. It could, however,
break communities.
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Your View
Sindh IGP’s public statements
The Sindh IGP’s public statements against the government mirror a mindset of defiance that rejects control by elected representatives. Earlier another retired IG in his letter stated that democratic supervision of the police
chief amounted to “political assault on operational and administrative autonomy of the IG.” The situation demands a rational crystalisation of
thought on two important issues. First, the Police Order 2002 is not a universally popular model of policing. This law has incorporated some features
of the Japanese model and merged the same with the existing Irish constabulary model. This has given unprecedented powers to PSP officers
and a matching debilitation of the authority of the chief ministers. This has
spurred insubordination trespassing into the realm of anarchy and chaos.
The Japanese system has not been recognised as a good model by any
other country except Pakistan. In contrast, all progressive societies notably
the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Singapore and
Hong Kong have implemented with minor local modifications the London
Metropolitan Police model introduced by Sir Robert Peel way back in 1829.
In South Asia, India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh — all of whom share a
common colonial legacy with Pakistan — have improved the 1861 Police
Act by adapting it to meet the transition to democracy, away from a culture
of violent dissent, incessant rallies, dharnas, long marches and political
power shows. These nations have achieved exemplary economic progress
and political stability by attaining public peace with these reforms. Second,
a police chief’s relationship with elected representatives requires pragmatic
rationalisation. In the UK, under the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, the police chiefs of London and Greater Manchester are contract employees with no service security. They are appointed by the
Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC). The post is advertised and
policemen from the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the US can
apply. The mayor sets the performance goals and policies and can force an
under-performing police chief to resign or retire at any time. In New York,

Special persons
The premiere of disability rights documentary Crip Camp, took
place at the 2020 Sundance film festival in Park City. Crip Camp
unfolds as a broader chronicle of a decades-long fight for civil
rights that has received less attention than other 20th century
struggles for equity. In Pakistan, the Disabled Persons (Employment and Rehabilitation) Ordinance, 1981, came into force from
April 1982. This law considers a person disabled, who is blind,
deaf, physically or mentally challenged. Subsequently, the government did not make any effort to ensure that the law was complied with by the industrial and commercial establishments
through employing physically challenged to the extent of one per
cent of total manpower in the enterprise. Recently, the Sindh government has taken a commendable initiative by promulgating the
Sindh Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2018. The
act is based on the International Labour Organisation’s Convention on the Rights of ‘Persons with Disabilities’ adopted in December 2006 and ratified by Pakistan in October 2011. The Act has
widened the definition of persons with disabilities, which means a
person with long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairment. Besides, there is a comprehensive list along with detailed narration of more than 20 civil rights given to persons with
disabilities. However, the Sindh government should not embark
upon the highly ambitious agenda of ensuring fulfillment of all the
rights at a stretch. After their registration as persons with disabilities, the government should first concentrate on their training and
skills development in order to make them useful and acceptable
to the industry Achieving Judith Heumann’s vision of ‘making the
change’, will require consistency, patience and energy from the
disability rights activists in Pakistan to overcome the obstacles in
securing these rights for persons with disabilities.
Parvez Rahim

the police commissioner is appointed by the mayor. In Pakistan, the IG-po-
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litical boss equation needs to be encased in a legal framework.
Rafi A. Pervaiz Bhatti
Pennsylvania, USA

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Overseas Pakistanis and

MSc admission

Human Resource Development Zulfi Bukhari announced that the

For three consecutive semesters — Spring 2019, Fall 2019 and Spring
2020 — the University of Engineering and Technology, Peshawar, has
not announced admissions to M.Sc. classes in civil engineering. This is
strange indeed because, during the same period, the university conducted admissions to M.Sc. who wanted to pursue a Ph.D.
I am at a loss to understand why when this university is offering a Ph.D.
programme to M.Sc. graduates, it is reluctant to announce M.Sc. admissions to B.Sc. graduates. The private universities in the region are all offering admissions to M.Sc. programmes.
Muhammad Azam Khan
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EOBI pension

Peshawar

monthly pension disbursed by the Employees’ Old-Age Benefits Institution (EOBI) to the eligible retired employees would be increased from the existing Rs5,200 to Rs 8,500 per month from the
next year, i.e. January 2020.
He had further announced that the pension would eventually be increased up to Rs 15,000 per month after the completion of the
EOBI project next year. Despite the above commitment, pension for
January 2020, has been paid at the prevailing rate of Rs 5,200. I
urge the PTI government to please look into the matter.
R. Qaisra
Karachi
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The beautiful glow of fireflies is going
dark, and it's all because of us

Ancient crate-like object may be world's
oldest known wooden structure

Marlowe Hood

Michelle Starr

Fireflies are in deep trouble,
with many species facing
extinction due to habitat loss
and exposure to pesticides,
according to the first major
review of their global status.
Adding irony to injury, one of nature's most entrancing spectacles is also
being snuffed out by artificial light pollution, researchers reported. More
than 2,000 species of fireflies - which are, in fact, beetles - illuminate
wetlands, marshes, grasslands, forests and urban parks worldwide. A
few, such as the Big Dipper in the United States, seem to be flourishing.
"Those guys can survive pretty much anywhere," said Sara Lewis, a biologist at Tufts University in Massachusetts and lead author of the study,
based on a survey of dozens of firefly experts. But other varieties - from
the glowworms of southern England to Malaysia's synchronous fireflies
and the Appalachian blue ghost, both of which draw tourists -- are being
extinguished by humanity's ever-expanding ecological footprint.
"Some species get hit especially hard by habitat loss because they need
specific conditions to complete their life cycle," said Lewis. The
Malaysian firefly (Pteroptyx tener), for example, lives during its larval
phase in riverside mangroves, many of which have been ripped up to
make way for palm oil plantations and fish farms. The glowworm
(Lampyris noctiluca) has another problem - females are flightless, which
means that can't simply buzz off to a new location when their habitat is
swallowed by a suburb, commercial crop or country road.
Other species of fireflies, which eat only during their larval phase, are
"dietary specialists," meaning they subsist on one or two kinds of snail,
earthworm or other soft-bodied prey. When fruit orchards in Mediterranean Spain are abandoned or give way to urbanisation, so too do the
snails preferred by aptly named Lampyris iberica, leaving the firefly larva
nothing to eat.

The old well doesn't look
like much - a wooden
crate-like object, dilapidated, crumbling a little.
But according to new research, it's really special. A
tree-ring dating technique has revealed that the oak wood used to make
it was cut around 7,275 years ago.
This makes it the oldest known wooden structure in the world that's been
confirmed using this method, scientists say. "According to our findings,
based particularly on dendrochronological data, we can say that the tree
trunks for the wood used were felled in the years 5255 and 5256 BCE,"
explained archaeologist Jaroslav Peška of the Archaeological Centre Olomouc in the Czech Republic in a press statement. "The rings on the trunks
enable us to give a precise estimate, give (or) take one year, as to when
the trees were felled." The well was unearthed and discovered near the
town of Ostrov in 2018 during construction on the D35 motorway in the
Czech Republic. Ceramic fragments found inside the well dated the site
to the early Neolithic, but no evidence of any settlement structures were
found nearby, suggesting the well serviced several settlements at a bit of
a distance away.
It was filled with dirt, so an archaeological team carefully excavated and
extracted it. It consisted of four oak poles, one at each corner, with flat
planks between them. The well was roughly square, measuring 80 by 80
centimetres (2.62 feet). It stood 140 centimetres tall (4.6 feet), with a shaft
that extended below ground level and into the groundwater. Even in waterlogged conditions, the state of preservation of the wood was exceptional, showing marks from the polished stone tools used to shape each
piece. "The construction of this well is unique," Peška said. "It bears
marks of construction techniques used in the Bronze and Iron ages and
even the Roman Age.
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An egg a day is heart-healthy, after all
Robert Preidt
It's no yolk: Americans for decades have gotten
dietary whiplash from the back-and-forth science on whether eggs are good for them.
But a major new study will have many egglovers relieved: You can enjoy an egg a day
without having to worry about your heart. "Moderate egg intake, which is about one egg per day
in most people, does not increase the risk of cardiovascular disease or mortality even if people
have a history of cardiovascular disease or diabetes," said study lead author Mahshid Dehghan. She's an investigator at the Population
Health Research Institute (PHRI) of McMaster
University in Hamilton, Canada. The study,
which analyzed data on more than 177,000 people, was funded by various provincial government health agencies in Ontario, and nonprofit
groups focused on heart health. It received no
funding from the egg industry.
Dehghan's group pored over data from three
large, long-term international studies, all conducted at the PHRI. The three studies involved
people with various income levels living in 50
countries on six continents, so the results are
widely applicable, the researchers said. Most of
the people in the studies had one or fewer eggs
a day, suggesting that this level of consumption
is safe, Dehghan said. "Also, no association was

found between egg intake and blood cholesterol, its components or other risk factors," she
said in a McMaster news release. "These results
are robust and widely applicable to both healthy
individuals and those with vascular disease."
Eggs are an inexpensive source of essential nutrients, but some nutritional guidelines have advised that people should limit intake to fewer
than three eggs a week, due to concerns they
increase the risk of heart disease. But as study

principal investigator Salim Yusuf pointed out,
prior studies about eggs and health have yielded
conflicting findings. "This is because most of
these studies were relatively small or moderate
in size and did not include individuals from a
large number of countries," Yusuf said in the
news release. He directs the PHRI.
Two U.S. experts in nutrition and heart health
agreed that maybe it's time -- again -- to give
eggs a break.

Eating out is a recipe for poor nutrition
Serena Gordon
Whether you're stopping at a casual fast-food place or sitting down to eat in
a full-service restaurant, eating out is an easy way to fill up when you're hungry. But those meals may not deliver much nutritional value, a new study
suggests. The researchers found that 70% of fast-food meals consumed in
the United States were of poor nutritional value. For full-service restaurants,
around half of the meals were of poor nutritional value. Less than 0.1% of
the restaurant meals analyzed during the entire study period -- 2003 to 2016
-- were considered to be of ideal nutritional quality. "On any given day, nearly
one-third of American adults eat at a full-service restaurant, and nearly half
at a fast-food restaurant. The nutritional quality of most of these meals is
poor and almost none are ideal, and this is true for both quick-serve and fullservice restaurants," said senior study author Dariush Mozaffarian. He's
dean of the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy at Tufts University in Boston. "Today, more American adults are sick than are healthy,
and much of this is due to diet-related illness. Looking for healthier restaurant
options should be a priority for all Americans," he added.
Over the past 30 years, American meals have largely shifted away from
meals prepared at home to restaurant meals, the study authors said. Today,
the typical American gets one out of every five calories they eat from a
restaurant. Other studies have found a link between restaurant foods and a
higher risk of poor health outcomes, like type 2 diabetes, the researchers
said. But there was little research on the nutritional quality of individual meals
from restaurants. The latest study included information from a nationally rep-
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resentative sample of more than 35,000 American adults. They all provided
dietary information for a 24-hour period.
The researchers graded the nutritional value of the foods using an American
Heart Association diet score. Fast-food meals accounted for 12% of all the
calories eaten. Full-service restaurant meals made up 9% of all calories consumed. During the study period, fast-food breakfasts went from around 4%
of calories eaten to 8%.
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Parasite

The Rhythm Section

John Nugent

James Dyer

Parasite is a difficult film to
talk about. It defies any
easy pigeonhole, wriggles
free from slotting into a single genre, can be considered both a mainstream
crowd-pleaser and an arthouse masterpiece — and
is, undeniably, a film best enjoyed going in blind, its delicious and
shocking surprises ideally experienced as innocently and obliviously
as possible. So, finding words to describe it are hard. If there’s one
word that can best sum it up, it’s the director: Bong Joon Ho. Parasite
is pure Bong, which is to say that it is many things at once. From his
2000 debut, Barking Dogs Never Bite, onwards, the Korean auteur has
had an itchy, restless mind, never settling on tone or subject matter,
darting from horror to thriller to dystopian sci-fi to vegan monster movie
— sometimes within the same film — sucking up influences from both
Hollywood (Spielberg, Hitchcock) and his native Korea (Kim Ki-young,
Lee Chang-dong) along the way. His hallmark is his multitudes. This,
his seventh film, is different again; after the futuristic stylings of Okja
and Snowpiercer, Parasite initially snaps into something resembling
contemporary social realism. We meet the impoverished Kim family —
parents Ki-taek (Song Kang-ho) and Chung-sook (Chang Hyae Jin),
and their adult children Ki-jung (So-dam Park) and Ki-woo (Choi Wooshik) — living in a squalid semi-basement apartment.

Richard Jewell
Ian Freer
Richard Jewell answers the
pressing question most of us
have been asking since 2009:
what if Paul Blart: Mall Cop were
remade as a prestige picture?
Clint Eastwood’s straight-downthe-middle drama about the security guard (Hauser) who saved countless lives by finding a pipe bomb
during a concert celebrating the 1996 Summer Olympics continues his current obsession: the real-life ordinary American who becomes a hero then
struggles with the aftermath (see American Sniper, Sully and, to some extent, The 15:17 To Paris). Anchored by a strong performance by Paul Walter Hauser, Richard Jewell is simplistic, but still manages to make Jewell’s
plight engaging without ever hitting dramatic highs.
After sketching Jewell’s overzealous passion for law enforcement (as a
university security guard he arrested students before they reached the
campus), Eastwood and screenwriter Billy Ray recreate the concert bombing in meticulous detail (like Sully’s plane crash, Eastwood peppers it
throughout the film to enliven talky procedural scenes). After being hailed
an instant hero, Jewell’s life is upturned when FBI agent Tom Shaw (Jon
Hamm, with little to work with) tells journo Kathy Scruggs (Olivia Wilde)
that Jewell is the only suspect. Making front page news, what follows is a
series of (repetitive) scenes with Jewell under house arrest with his mom
Bobi (Kathy Bates, who grows in stature as the film goes on) as the media
scrum grows more frenzied and the Feds struggle to try to find incriminating
evidence.
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First published in 1999,
Mark Burnell’s The Rhythm
Section is a thriller from a
different era. A revenge
tale sparked by an unthinkable act of global terrorism
— the downing of a passenger jet — the novel’s
shock and awe seems almost quaint in a post-9/11 world. It makes
sense, then, that Burnell has attempted to strip out much of the story’s
more anachronistic elements in adapting it for the screen. What remains
is a more streamlined tale of personal empowerment, in which Lively’s
Stephanie Patrick pulls herself from destitution to become an avenging
instrument of death.
Following a delightfully cold-blooded turn in Paul Feig’s A Simple Favour,
Lively throws herself into the central role, layering the traumatised
Patrick with guilt and self-loathing as she turns tricks in a seedy London
walk-up (a sequence gifted an earthy realism sadly missing thereafter).
Straightened out and hammered into shape by gruff Bear Grylls-alike
Iain Boyd (a slightly miscast Jude Law), Patrick is, in true Nikita fashion,
forged anew, here posing as an international assassin to root out her
family’s killer. Unlike Nikita’s, though, Patrick’s metamorphosis is refreshingly modest. Even after months of training in the Scottish Highlands,
she’s just a woman on a mission, never trying to sell the idea that a few
Tough Mudders could turn her into Jason Bourne (a point made clear by
a particularly brutal fight lesson over porridge).

The Turning
James White
Ambiguity, in a tale of suspense, can come in handy, and
was exploited to controversial
effect by Henry James in his
1898 novella The Turn of the
Screw. It’s been adapted several times since its publication,
most powerfully by Jack Clayton for 1961’s The Innocents. This new version, a passion project of Steven Spielberg’s that has been through two
different, difficult permutations, arrives with that legacy weighing it down.
Music video veteran Sigismondi, making her second feature after 2010’s
The Runaways, lavishes the final result with atmosphere, conjuring
creaking floorboards, dismal paintings and manky mannequins that all
aim to keep you on edge. She’s also helped by a haunted turn from
Mackenzie Davis, who is kept busy creeping through dark hallways and
trying to figure out what’s really going on in the house. And much like
the original tome, adapted this time by Conjuring writers Chad and Carey
Hayes, it’s all about keeping the audience guessing as much as Davis’
grunge-loving character (the 1994 period and Ireland-for-Seattle location
setting means there are lots of get-out clauses for why Kate doesn’t dig
deeper into the family history — no mobile phone, no Google etc).
It doesn’t completely work — one particular choice might leave you
scratching your head in ways the filmmakers never quite intended, but
there’s enough weirdness to keep the story afloat, even if you do wonder
why Kate doesn’t do a runner after the first scary night.

February 16-29, 2020

04
Books

MBS

Indistractable

Ben Hubbard

Nir Eyal

Even in his youth as a prince among
thousands of princes, Mohammed bin
Salman nurtured sweeping ambitions.
He wanted power – enough of it to reshape his hyper-conservative, insular
Islamic kingdom.
When his elderly father took the
throne in 2015, MBS got his chance.
As the hands-on-ruler, he made seismic changes, working doggedly to
overhaul the kingdom's economy,
loosen its strict Islamic social codes
and confront nearby enemies, especially Iran. His vision initially won fans
at home and abroad as he convinced
other nations that the moment had
come to bet big on Saudi Arabia. Over time, however, the sheen of the
visionary young reformer has tarnished, leaving many wondering
whether MBS is actually an aspiring dictator whose lack of experience
and rash decisions are destabilizing the world's most volatile region.
Based on years of reporting and hundreds of covert interviews, MBS provides new insights into Saudi Arabia’s catastrophic military intervention
in Yemen, the bizarre detention of the Lebanese prime minister, the surprise arrest of hundreds of princes and businessmen, and the greatest
scandal of the young prince's rise: the brutal murder of Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi state officials with links to MBS – a crime that
shocked the world. A riveting portrait of a determined autocrat on the
rise, MBS asks how one man’s actions and obsessions are shaking the
Middle East.

You sit down at your desk to work
on an important project, but a notification on your phone interrupts
your morning. Later, as you're
about to get back to work, a colleague taps you on the shoulder to
chat. At home, screens get in the
way of quality time with your family. Another day goes by, and once
again, your most important personal and professional goals are
put on hold.
What would be possible if you followed through on your best intentions? What could you accomplish
if you could stay focused and
overcome distractions? What if
you had the power to become "indistractable"? International best-selling
author, former Stanford lecturer, and behavioral design expert, Nir Eyal,
wrote Silicon Valley's handbook for making technology habit-forming.
Five years after publishing Hooked, Eyal reveals distraction's Achilles'
heel in his groundbreaking new book. In Indistractable, Eyal reveals the
hidden psychology driving us to distraction. He describes why solving
the problem is not as simple as swearing off our devices: Abstinence is
impractical and often makes us want more.
Eyal lays bare the secret of finally doing what you say you will do with
a four-step, research-backed model. Indistractable reveals the key to
getting the best out of technology, without letting it get the best of us.
Inside, Eyal overturns conventional wisdom and reveals: Why distraction
at work is a symptom of a dysfunctional company culture - and how to
fix it; what really drives human behavior and why "time management is
pain management," Why your relationships depend on you becoming
indistractable; how to raise indistractable children in an increasingly distracting world, Empowering and optimistic; indistractable provides practical, novel techniques to control your time and attention - helping you
live the life you really want.

Soul Rivals
Nadeem Farooq Paracha
Sufism has always been a contested
space in Pakistan. Successive governments, political parties and religious organisations have attempted to coopt it or
reject it to suit their own political agendas.
Since the turn of the millennium, however, the Pakistani government has
made a conscious effort to recast Pakistan as a ‘Sufi country’—a whitewashing
endeavour. In the past few decades, Pakistan’s image has taken a severe beating,
ravaged as the country is by the rise of
religious extremism. A focus on the syncretic culture of Sufism was seen as a
way to reverse this damage without the
need to explore more secular narratives and alternatives as almost every
attempt at genuine reform has triggered extreme reactions from the
politico-religious segments of society that were empowered through various controversial constitutional amendments and laws between 1974 and
the late 1980s. Soul Rivals discusses the many strands of Sufism (State,
Pop and Militant) that have emerged in the course of the country’s attempts
to reimagine Sufism.
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The Go-Away Bird
Julia Donaldson
One by one, the other birds fly into her tree,
wanting to talk or to play, but the Go-Away
bird just shakes her head and sends them all
away. But then the dangerous Get-You bird
comes along, and she soon realizes that she
might need some friends after all. The GoAway Bird combines brilliant rhyming verse
from much-loved children’s author Julia Donaldson, creator of the bestselling picture
books The Gruffalo and What the Ladybird
Heard, with stunning illustrations from the
CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal-winning
Catherine Rayner. A charming story about
the power of friendship from a thrilling creative partnership, this beautiful book is perfect for reading together.
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