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Economy

False hopes?
Shahid Hussain

International financial institutions have started appreciating Pakistan’s
“economic progress.” In its latest review, the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) said Pakistan is successfully completing the structural benchmarks
and meeting all performance criteria, set for the implementation of its $6
billion Extended Fund Facility programme.
The positive outlook is welcome but the question is: Whether it is
based on facts or the IMF or other international organizations are falsely
praising Pakistan, as has happened in the past governments, to achieve
objects of international forces? People are skeptical because the IMF
routinely gives positive reviews to Pakistan during programme implementation, especially when ties with the United States are on the mend. The
IMF again acknowledged that Pakistan had made "considerable progress
in advancing reforms and continuing with sound economic policies". It
added that economic activity in the country had "stabilised and remains
on the path of gradual recovery". It also noted that the current account
deficit had declined due to the "real exchange rate that is now broadly in
line with fundamentals". It also said that Pakistan's international reserves
were increasing "at a pace considerably faster than anticipated".
The first half of the fiscal year "had been strong" and that inflation
was expected to decline as the shocks caused by sudden depreciation
had subsided. It also stated that spending on social and development
projects had increased. The IMF executive board has approved a $6 billion bailout package for Pakistan and immediately released $1b to ease
a sustained pressure on the country’s foreign exchange reserves. In its
latest review, the IMF said Pakistan had made considerable progress in
the last few months "in advancing reforms and continuing sound economic policies." The IMF mission chief said the economic activity had
stabilized and remained on the path of gradual recovery, and the country's current account deficit was declining.
International financial institutions also painted a rosy picture of Pakistan’s economy in previous governments, but the country found itself in
dire straits in the end. The country faced a default-like situation after the
end of every government. In the government of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, the media and international organizations and observers were all
praise for Pakistan’s economic “miracle”. In fact, a number of reports and
the PML-N government painted so much rosy pictures of Pakistan that
Pakistanis thought their country would become an economic superpower
in few years. According to the PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) report
“The World in 2050,” Pakistan was projected to become the world’s 16th
largest economy — in terms of GDP — by 2050, ahead of Italy and
Canada. Pakistan was expected to be among the world’s most powerful
economies by 2030, said the report carried by the World Economic
Forum on its website in 2017. The report, titled “The long view: how will
the global economic order change by 2050?” ranked 32 countries by their
projected global gross domestic product by Purchasing Power Parity
(PPP) and Pakistan was placed at No 20 in the list. The Economist also
highlighted Pakistan’s journey towards “optimism.” It highlighted a number of developments and achievements of the country under the PML-N
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government.
The PML-N government and its media managers also exploited the
reports to fool the nation. They attempted to convince Pakistanis that the
country would overcome all its problems and become a developed economy in few years. However, Pakistan’s economic outlook changed after
the PML-N government completed its five-year term. It shows foreign institutions were working on a plan to advance an international agenda in
Pakistan.
Pakistan faces the same situation again. The government of Prime
Minister Imran Khan claims to have improved the financial indicators of
the country. International financial institutions are also recognising Pakistan’s financial progress. Moody’s Investor Service has upgraded Pakistan’s economy outlook from negative to stable in December. The World
Bank has also acknowledged Pakistan as one of the top 10 “most improved” countries in the Ease of Doing Business Index. Pakistan’s current account deficit has narrowed 75pc to $2.153 billion in the first six
months of the current fiscal year of 2020 as imports of goods declined
sharply. According to the State Bank of Pakistan, the deficit was around
$8.614 billion in the corresponding period of the last fiscal year. The current account deficit stood at $367 million in December, compared with
$364 million in the previous month. Higher foreign investment and increased remittances from Pakistani workers abroad also contributed to
the improvement in the current account balance.
Trade data, released earlier, showed exports increased by 4.5pc to
$12.391b in July-December FY20, while imports fell by 20.9pc to $22.2b
in the six months of the current fiscal year. Foreign direct investment into
Pakistan surged by 68.3pc to $1.340b in July-December FY20. Foreign
investment in government securities such as market treasury bills and
Pakistan Investment Bonds reached $452.2 million in six months of
FY20, compared with $0.1 million a year ago. The State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), in its first quarterly report, expects the current account deficit to
be 1.5 – 2.5pc of GDP in FY20, largely due to increasing benefits from
import compression.
In September, Pakistan’s current account deficit dropped by 80pc to a
41-month low of $259 million, with a 111.5pc rise in foreign direct investment (FDI) and 194pc increase in private investment. With FDI of $1.34
billion during the first half of the current fiscal year, a 68.3pc increase was
registered in January, compared to $796.8 million of the same period of
the previous fiscal year. In February, the reserves of the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) also hit a 21-month high at $11.586 billion. The economic
positivity was also reflected by the Karachi Stock Exchange (KSE), which
registered a 16-month high in February, crossing the 42,000 point mark
after a cumulative increase of 13,000 points in four months.
Undoubtedly, the key indicators are improving. However, the clear picture emerges in Pakistan when a caretaker setup takes charges after a
government completes its five-year term. People hope the “economic
boom” does not burst after the end of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government.
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Diplomacy

A visit to remember
Nasim Ahmed

Turkish President Tayyip Ergodan’s two-day visit to Pakistan has left an
indelible imprint on relations between the two countries. It has imparted
a new dimension to bilateral ties and upgraded them to a new level of
trust, cordiality and closeness unmatched in modern political history.
The Turkish President best described the historical bonds between
the two countries when addressing a joint session of parliament, he said:
“Pak-Turkey friendship is not based on any interest but purely love and
affection. It is an ever-lasting friendship which is an example for the
whole world...no precedent in the world”. He further said: "While in Pakistan, I think as if I am in my home."
In this context, he specially mentioned the support that the Muslims
of the subcontinent extended to Turkey during the Khilafat Movement.
As he put it, the two countries have infallible bonds based on common
religion and shared cultural, historical and mystical experiences spanning over centuries.
The Turkish President’s visit carried special significant from the perspective of the regional situation in the backdrop of the Indian action to
end the special status of Indian-occupied Kashmir, declaring it part of
the Indian union and enacting a complete lockdown in the valley.
He minced no words – just like in the UN General Assembly – while
supporting the position taken by Pakistan on the issue and how a solution to it could be found. He also reiterated Turkey’s unequivocal support
to Pakistan at the FATF meeting. In his address to the Joint Session of
the National Assembly of Pakistan, Erdo an extended unstinted support
for Pakistan's stance on Kashmir and conveyed a resounding message
to the world that Turkey will continue to raise its voice against the Indian
occupation and oppression in the valley.
To quote Erdogan, "Our Kashmiri brothers and sisters have suffered
from inconveniences for decades and these sufferings have become
graver due to unilateral steps taken in recent times. The Kashmir issue
can be resolved not through conflict or oppression but on the basis of
justice and fairness”. He boldly stated that Kashmir is as important for
Turkey as it is important for Pakistan.
The visit was important for further deepening two-way ties in all
spheres. While enjoying excellent political relations, Pakistan and
Turkey also have strong economic ties. There are 17 Turkish firms at
present operating in Pakistan. Turkish investment is mainly focused on
energy, finance, infrastructure projects and contracting sectors. Construction is the leading sector for Turkish investors in Pakistan.
The Turkish President’s visit to Pakistan was in connection with the
sixth session of the Pakistan-Turkish High Level Strategic Cooperation
Council. The Turkish delegation consisted of investors, CEOs of corporate industries, businessmen and ministers, which shows that the Turkish President came fully prepared to further raise the level of economic
cooperation between the two countries. During his visit, the two coun-
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tries signed 13 memoranda of understanding which – ranging from
tourism to security – also include cooperation between Pakistan stateowned PTV, Radio Pakistan and Turkey’s state broadcaster Turkish
Radio and Television.
As agreed by the two sides, new avenues of cooperation are going
to open up in various sectors, from trade to investment, energy to business, and entertainment to the medical field. Significant in this regard
is the remarks of President Erdogan that "we want to increase the level
of commercial and economic relations to the level of political relations.
Turkey and Pakistan, with a total population of over 300 million, have
only $800 million in foreign trade, and this is something we can't accept.”
It underlines the Turkish President’s seriousness about increasing trade
relations to the maximum level. He also announced that Turkish companies intend to invest up to $200 million in Pakistan.
In his speech, Erdo an expressed deep appreciation of Pakistan's
sacrifices and endeavors to counter terrorism and conceded that Pakistan has been greatly affected due to the war against terrorism. He
stated, "We are fully cognizant of the problems faced by Pakistan and
will continue to extend our cooperation to it."
The ties between the two countries are time-tested and have
emerged stronger from the challenges that have confronted them over
the years. The two nations have unswervingly stood by each other in
times of adversity and crisis and worked closely at various world forums.
They have identical views on issues of regional and international concerns, peace and security besides extending unflinching support to each
other on issues of core interest to them. Pakistan and Turkey are both
affected by terrorism and have been cooperating closely to deal with the
common threat.
They are also collaborating closely in the defence field. Pakistan and
Turkey have maintained long-standing military ties, with Turkey providing training to Pakistani Air Force officers in upgrading its F-16 fleet.
Turkey is also currently a major arms seller to Pakistan. It previously
purchased arms from Pakistan and continues to purchase minor aerial
weapons and components from Pakistan. Some time back, Turkey
signed a deal to purchase 52 Super Mushak trainer turbo-props from
Pakistan.
The concept of Muslim unity is dear to the leadership of the two countries. Both are ardent advocates of Muslim causes and unity among the
Ummah. At the same time, they are on the forefront in the fight against
the forces pushing the bugbear of Islamophobia. No less importantly,
Turkey, along with China and Malaysia, has resolutely stood by Pakistan
and saved it from being included into the FATF blacklist.
The growing political, economic and defence cooperation between
Pakistan and Turkey augurs well to bring peace and stability to a region
threatened by aggressive posturings by powerful neighbours
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Analysis

A sorry state of
education in Pakistan
Nasim Ahmed

The Annual Status of Education Report compiled by Idara-i-Taleem-i-Aagahi makes depressing reading. It is based on a survey conducted in 155
rural districts covering 92,008 households. According to the report, education quality is extremely poor in rural districts in Pakistan, with 41pc of surveyed fifth graders unable to read a story in Urdu and 45pc unable to read
sentences in English.
The report said that 41pc of students in grade five could not read a second grade level story in Urdu, Sindhi or Pashto, while 45pc of fifth graders
could not read second grade level sentences. Worse still, the survey found
that 84pc of third graders could not read second grade level sentences,
and 43pc of fifth grade students could not do two-digit division.
In a separate section, the report has underlined the problem of missing
facilities in schools, stating that 39pc of primary schools in Pakistan do not
have usable water facilities for students and teachers, 41pc do not have
usable toilets and 56pc do not have computer labs. There is an endless
litany of problems. According to the report, 98pc of government primary
schools do not have ramps for disabled students and 96pc do not have
disabled-friendly toilets. The report also found a decline in the number of
children enrolled in private schools; 23pc of children between six and 16
were enrolled in private schools in 2019, compared to 30pc in 2014. The
report said the shift to government and public sector schools increased the
enrolment share from 70pc in 2014 to 77pc in 2019.
The report found out that the attendance of teachers in public and private schools stood at 89pc on the day of the survey. Private school teachers were reported to have better qualification at graduate levels – 40pc
compared to 33pc in government schools; however, when it came to master’s qualification a larger percentage of public sector teachers had higher
qualification than their private school counterparts. The report found prevalence of multi-grade classrooms all across the surveyed districts, highlighting the problem of teacher shortage.
According to the report, only 59% of government schools have toilets.
This, despite there being ample evidence to show that access to sanitary
facilities improves enrolment and the general health and well-being of students. Even a few private schools lack toilets. The fact that anyone would
pay for their children to go to the 11% of schools that do not even have a
toilet is perhaps the most damning indictment of the government school
system.
The problems are complex but the report authors have offered only simple solutions, namely to include the addition of missing facilities into the
main school budgets rather than treating it as a separate development
head. There is a strong argument here. Instead of just trying to increase
enrolment while standards go down a hole in the ground, basic facilities
need to be added first.
Unlike many of the problems making headlines these days, this is most
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definitely not a problem caused by the incumbent government. Unfortunately, Prime Minister Imran Khan has done little to alleviate it, with education being one of the critical areas that saw budget cuts. Yes, the ruling
party does have some ideas to improve higher education, but they will all
be for nought if children can’t even read a wall clock.
The findings of the report ring an alarm bell about the state of our education. Given this, it is of little comfort to learn from the report that there
has been improvement in learning outcomes compared to previous years.
The report says that 17pc of children were reported to be out of school in
2019, the same as the previous year. However, a survey of 20 urban centres across Pakistan found that just 6pc of children were out of school. Similarly, according to the report, Azad Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and the Punjab
have recorded a slim annual increase in enrolment – between 1pc and 2pc.
Regarding the progress and challenges to the Article 25-A of the Constitution, as well as progress towards the Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 4, the report said the government has endorsed and is committed
to meeting the SDGs by 2030 to end poverty with an educationally entitled
society as elaborated in SDG-4, its seven targets and three means of implementation. But these are mere words without any sign of follow-up action.
The story of education in Pakistan is a story of neglect and callousness.
With 40pc of the population living in urban areas, educating rural children
is a big challenge for the government. But little is being done to bridge the
gap. There is shortage of funds as well as trained teachers. Reports like
the one compiled by ASER have their value. But they would be of greater
value if while pinpointing the problems they also outline feasible solutions.
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Counterterrorism

Three years of Operation
Radd-ul-Fasaad
Muhammad Hassan

In his recent visit, United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres appreciated Pakistan’s remarkable transformation from a terrorist hotbed to an attractive
tourist destination. Pakistan, which was declared the most dangerous place in
the world by the international media a decade ago, has been included in the
Best Travel Destination for 2020 by the Condé Nast Traveller, a luxury and
lifestyle travel magazine.
Pakistan’s journey towards peace and stability is unprecedented in the
world’s history. In 2009, almost 32 people on average died daily in terrorist attacks in Pakistan. The total death toll from terrorism was 12,000 in 2009. In
2019, it was less than 300 and the number will decrease further this year as the
security situation is improving fast. Some border areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan are still in the reach of terrorists, but fencing the border will
solve the issue on a permanent basis.
Today, dozens of international cricketers are playing in the Pakistan Super
League (PSL), which is being held in the country for the first time. International
cricket has returned to Pakistan with recent tours of Sri Lanka and Bangladesh
teams. In February, Pakistan held a successful skiing event in Malam Jabba. It
also hosted the Kabbadi World Cup recently. Hindered of foreign players participated in it. The prestigious Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) also toured Pakistan. In October 2019, the British Royal couple, Prince William and Kate
Middleton, visited Pakistan. It came 13 years after Charles and Camilla – the
Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwell – toured the country in 2006. The
Kensington Palace had described Prince William and Kate Middleton’s visit to
Pakistan as their “most complex” tour. The royal couple was urged by many to
postpone the visit amid the growing Pak-India tension. But the couple, in the
end, decided to go ahead with the trip.
The arrival of international celebrities and players in Pakistan looked impossible until few years ago. Thanks to successive military operations, national and
international terrorist hideouts have been eliminated on Pakistan’s soil and the
country’s image in the world has improved. The situation has remarkably improved after the launch of the Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad three years ago. The
Pakistan Army successfully thwarted more than 400 terrorist plots across the
country since 2017. It was a difficult operation because the military had to combat an unidentified enemy, which had entrenched itself in the country. Intelligence-based operations across the country played an important role in defeating
the militants. The military carried out more than 49,000 operations to foil terror
attacks and prevent militants from disrupting life.
A decade before the operation, the threat of terrorism jolted every city in
Pakistan. Terrorist attacks took place almost on a daily basis, killing dozens of
people every day. Pakistan was considered one of the world’s most dangerous
places. The Newsweek declared it the most dangerous nation in the world. However, the situation changed in 2014, when Pakistan’s military launched two major
operations — the Zarb-e-Azb and Khyber Operations — aimed at dismantling
extremist activity in the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).
The military operation intensified, when six gunmen affiliated with the Taliban
slaughtered 149 people, including 132 schoolchildren, at the Army Public School
in Peshawar. The attack changed the Pakistani people’s mindset and led to a
surge in public and political support for the military. Over 4,000 terrorists were
killed in military operations between 2014 and 2016. As a result, deaths caused
by terrorism dramatically decreased. From 12,000 deaths in 2009 (32 per day),
the number declined by 87pc in 2017 and continues to do so. In 2019, fewer
than 300 people were killed in terrorist attacks nationwide.
After peace has returned to Pakistan, the government has seized the op-
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portunity to explore diverse nature and rich cultural heritage of the country. The
government has also significantly eased the visa application process, while
some foreign governments have started to relax their travel advisories for the
country. The US State Department has recognized improved security conditions
of Pakistan. In its latest travel advisory, it stated, “Pakistan’s security environment
has improved since 2014 when Pakistani security forces undertook concerted
counter-terrorism and counter-militant operations. There are greater security resources and infrastructure in the major cities, particularly Islamabad, and security forces in these areas may be more readily able to respond to an emergency
compared to other areas of the country. While threats still exist, terrorist attacks
are rare in Islamabad.” Earlier, the United Kingdom also revised its travel advisory. A British High Commission statement said the UK had changed its travel
advice to reflect the improved security situation in Pakistan. “Today’s announcement is the result of a comprehensive review of UK travel advice for Pakistan,
based on a wide-ranging assessment of the country’s security situation. This is
the first major update in the travel advice since 2015,” it said. Portugal and Norway have also changed their travel advisories for Pakistan.
Pakistan expects a significant increase in the number of foreign visitors after
the improved security situation and visa relaxations. The number of tourists visiting Pakistan has increased threefold, from about 550,000 to more than 1.8 million, between 2013 to 2018. Although at least half of them were Pakistani expats
with foreign passports, yet the government hopes to attract foreigners by the
millions in the coming years. Social media has played a big role in rehabilitating
Pakistan’s reputation. For many years, YouTube was banned in Pakistan, which
meant that very few first-hand experiences flowed out of the country. When the
ban was lifted in 2016, it allowed for local and foreign influencers to drastically
enhance the country’s image, analysts say.
According to the United Nations World Tourism Organization, international
tourist arrivals (defined as overnight visitors) worldwide grew 4pc to 1.5 billion
in 2019, despite uncertainty over Brexit, the collapse of Thomas Cook and several low-cost airlines, plus trade tensions and the global economic slowdown.
France and Spain, led the list of most popular destinations. France had more
than 90 million visitors in 2019. Spain, which has a population of only 46 million
and had a number of “Tourist Go Home” demonstrations, nonetheless hosted
83.8 million. According to UNWTO, the Middle East (+8pc) was the fastestgrowing region, followed by Asia and the Pacific, which was up 5pc. International
travel in Europe and Africa each increased 4pc, although travel within the Americas brought up the rear with growth of just 2pc. Travel to the US was actually
down 1.3pc, due to trade tensions, restrictive visa policies and a strong dollar.
With airline travel from China to the US curtailed due to coronavirus fears, the
downward trend in travel to the US looks set to continue.
According to Britain’s Independent, the fastest-growing travel destination
was Myanmar, the Asian country once known as Burma. Myanmar has witnessed continuing actions against its Rohingya Muslim minority that has been
categorized as “ethnic cleansing.” Yet the formerly isolated country experienced
a 40.2pc increase in visitors. Number two on the tourism growth list was Puerto
Rico, part of the United States but counted separately. It experienced 31.2pc
growth over 2018. The third-fastest growing tourist destination is perhaps the
most surprising. The UN numbers show that tourism to Iran grew 27.9pc in 2019
undeterred by the large number of foreign nationals detained in the country.
The new situation in Pakistan will not only attract foreign visitors but also rebuild investor confidence. However, the country will have to continue its counterterrorism efforts to achieve the goals.
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Climate

10 years to live?
Muhammad Ali

Prince Charles has warned that humans have just 10 years left to save
the planet. A new report reveals that billions of people would be worst affected over the next 30 years if the world doesn’t act urgently to address
the global environmental crisis. Rising food prices, droughts, food shortages, extreme flooding and coastal erosion will wipe trillions of pounds off
economies around the world. Climate change is already jeopardising the
future of every child around the world.
The climate crisis poses more serious threats to the planet and its inhabitants than what was previously feared. Scientists warn we have not
been left with much time to reverse its bad effects. A new World Wildlife
Fund report reveals for the first time the countries whose economies would
be worst affected over the next 30 years if the world doesn’t act urgently
to address the crisis. The study, Global Futures, which calculated the economic cost of nature’s decline across 140 countries ranging from India to
Brazil, shows that if the world carries on with “business as usual,” the
United States would see the largest losses of annual GDP in absolute
terms, with $83 billion wiped off its economy each year by 2050 – an
amount equivalent to the entire annual GDP of Guatemala.
The study found the status quo approach would cost the world at least
$479 billion a year, adding up to $9.87 trillion by 2050 – roughly equivalent
to the combined economies of the UK, France, India and Brazil. Japan and
the UK also stand to lose staggering amounts – $80 billion and $21 billion
every year respectively. The projected economic losses in the United
States, Japan and the UK are due largely to expected damage to their
coastal infrastructure and agricultural land through increased flooding and
erosion as a result of losses of natural coastal defenses such as coral reefs
and mangroves.
Developing countries will also be badly affected, with Eastern and
Western Africa, central Asia and parts of South America hit particularly
hard, as nature loss impacts on production levels, trade and food prices.
According to the report, the top three countries predicted to lose the most
as a percentage of their GDP are Madagascar, Togo and Vietnam, which
by 2050 are expected to respectively see declines of 4.2pc, 3.4pc and
2.8pc per year. In contrast, under a scenario in which land-use is carefully
managed to avoid further loss of areas important for biodiversity and
ecosystem services, which the study terms the “Global Conservation” scenario, economic outcomes would be dramatically better, with global GDP
rising by $490 billion per year above the business as usual calculation.
Scientists say humanity faces some major challenges, all of which need
to be overcome to ensure life on Earth continues to thrive. Some of the
problems humanity faces include global warming, the booming population
which is set to reach 10 billion by 2050, extreme weather events which will
be exacerbated by climate change and the dwindling stores of freshwater
supply, to name a few issues. A survey which questioned 200 scientists
found that as the issues are all occurring at the same time, they are exacerbating one another which is creating a vicious cycle that humanity needs
to tackle. For example, the report states heat waves caused by extreme
weather lead to further global warming, accelerated by the planet releasing
natural gasses, such as CO2 stored in the ice caps. This in turn leads to
a loss of biodiversity, which threatens the global food chain and natural resources.
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The report, from Future Earth, lists five things which are the major problems humanity faces immediately. They are: Extreme weather, climate
change, the decline of life-sustaining ecosystems, food security and dwindling stores of fresh water. The planet is continuing to warm, with scientists
stating the global temperature has risen by roughly 0.15-0.20C per decade.
This has led to the visible loss of ice in the polar caps but frozen water is
also melting beneath the surface, scientists have warned.
According to a major international report released by the World Health
Organisation (WHO), United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and leading medical journal, The Lancet, climate change, conflict and harmful marketing practices that drive obesity threaten the health and future of children
worldwide. The report, titled “A Future for the World’s Children,” found that
no country is adequately protecting children's health, their environment
and their future in the face of "environmental and existential threats". Researchers analysed data from 180 countries and compared performance
on child survival and wellbeing, based on health, education, nutrition, equity and sustainability measures. Children in Norway, Korea and the
Netherlands were found to have the best chance of good health, education
and nutrition, while children in Central African Republic, Chad and Somalia
faced the worst odds. While wealthy countries tended to do better on child
health and development outcomes, their disproportionately high carbon
emissions threatened the future of all children. "Every child worldwide now
faces existential threats from climate change and commercial pressures,"
it warned.
In February this year, the Antarctic registered a temperature of more
than 20C (68F) for the first time on record, prompting fears of climate instability in the world’s greatest repository of ice. The region stores about
70pc of the world’s fresh water in the form of snow and ice. If it were all to
melt, sea levels would rise by 50 to 60 metres, but that will take many generations. UN scientists predict oceans will be between 30cm and 110cm
higher by the end of this century, depending on human efforts to reduce
emissions and the sensitivity of ice sheets.
Scientists say if global warming exceeds 4 degrees Celsius by the year
2100 in line with current projections, devastating health consequences are
predicted, due to heat waves, malnutrition and the proliferation of diseases
like malaria and dengue. Decades of deliberate harm to nature has come
to haunt humans now. They will have to reverse it to save themselves and
it is a race against time.
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Inequality

The uneven world
Muhammad Zain

Income inequality is increasing in the world. Nearly half of the world’s population lives on less than $2.50 a day. Over 1.3 billion live in extreme poverty
— less than $1.25 a day while the combined wealth of the world's top ten
billionaires is greater than the total GDP of the 85 poorest countries on Earth.
The world's three richest people have a combined net worth of $858billion.
Global spending on defence rose by four per cent in 2019, the largest
growth in 10 years. The increase alone in US spending from 2018 to 2019,
$53.4 billion, was almost as big as Britain’s entire defence budget. The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) said the rise was fuelled
by growing rivalries between big powers, new military technologies and
rumbling conflicts from Ukraine to Libya. Beijing’s military modernisation
programme, which includes developing new hard-to-detect hypersonic
missiles, is alarming Washington and helping drive US defence spending.
Its annual “Military Balance” report said both the US and China had increased spending by 6.6pc, to $684.6 billion and $181.1 billion respectively. Europe — driven by ongoing concerns about Russia — stepped up
by 4.2pc, but this only brought the continent’s defence spending back to
2008 levels, before the global financial crisis saw budgets slashed. Elsewhere, spending in Asia is booming — growing more than 50pc in a
decade, rising from $275 billion in 2010 to $423b in 2019 in real terms as
the continent’s economic success has allowed countries to invest more in
their militaries.
On the other hand, more than 3 billion people live on less than $2.50
a day while over 1.3 billion live in extreme poverty. Over 80pc of the world
population lives on less than $10 a day. One billion children worldwide live
in poverty. According to UNICEF, 22,000 children die each day due to
poverty. Over 805 million people worldwide do not have enough food to
eat. More than 750 million people lack adequate access to clean drinking
water. Diarrhea caused by inadequate drinking water, sanitation, and hand
hygiene kills an estimated 842,000 people every year globally, or approximately 2,300 people per day. In 2011, 165 million children under the age
5 were stunted (reduced rate of growth and development) due to chronic
malnutrition. Oxfam estimates that it would take $60 billion annually to end
extreme global poverty--that's less than 1/4 the income of the top 100 richest billionaires.
According to the Daily Mail, the combined wealth of the world's top ten
billionaires is greater than the total GDP of the 85 poorest countries on
Earth. The world's richest individuals including Jeff Bezos, Bill Gates and
Mark Zuckerberg have a combined net worth of $858 billion. Meanwhile,
the 85 smallest economies in the world have a combined GDP of just $814
billion, far behind a small handful of rich businessmen. Their cumulative
wealth is even higher than the GDP of developed countries such as Sweden and Belgium and the oil-exporting powerhouse of Saudi Arabia. If converted to GDP, the top ten billionaires' combined $858 billion wealth would
make them the 18th richest country in the world. The elite club would be
wealthier than large regional powers such as Saudi Arabia, Turkey and
Iran and Western nations including Austria, Sweden and Belgium.
On the other hand, the number of people unemployed around the world
stands at some 188 million. In addition, 165 million people don’t have
enough paid work, and 120 million have either given up actively searching
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for work or otherwise lack access to the labour market. “For millions of ordinary people, it’s increasingly di cult to build better lives through work”,
said ILO Director-General Guy Ryder. In January, a UN report on the economy showed that developed countries are experiencing slow growth, and
some African countries are stagnating. The consequence is that not
enough new jobs are being created to absorb the growing labour force as
it enters the market. In addition, many African countries are experiencing
a drop in real incomes and a rise in poverty. Eradicating poverty is an important element of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
but, according to the ILO study, moderate or extreme working poverty –
de ned as earning less than the equivalent of $3.20 per day – is expected
to edge up in 2020-21 in developing countries.
The World Social Report 2020, published by the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, shows that income inequality has increased
in most developed countries, and some middle-income countries - including China, which has the world’s fastest growing economy. The challenges
are underscored by UN chief António Guterres in the foreword, in which
he states that the world is confronting “the harsh realities of a deeply unequal global landscape”, in which economic woes, inequalities and job insecurity have led to mass protests in both developed and developing
countries. The study shows that the richest one per cent of the population
are the big winners in the changing global economy, increasing their share
of income between 1990 and 2015, while at the other end of the scale, the
bottom 40pc earned less than a quarter of income in all countries surveyed.
One of the consequences of inequality within societies, notes the report, is slower economic growth. In unequal societies, with wide disparities
in areas such as health care and education, people are more likely to remain trapped in poverty, across several generations. Between countries,
the difference in average incomes is reducing, with China and other Asian
nations driving growth in the global economy. Nevertheless, there are still
stark differences between the richest and poorest countries and regions:
the average income in North America, for example, is 16 times higher than
that of people in Sub-Saharan Africa.
As the UN’s 2020 report on the global economy showed, the climate
crisis is negatively impacting the quality of life, and vulnerable populations
are bearing the brunt of environmental degradation and extreme weather
events. Climate change, according to the World Social Report, is making
the world’s poorest countries even poorer, and could reverse progress
made in reducing inequality among countries. The UN’s 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, which provides the blueprint for a better future
for people and the planet, recognizes that major challenges require internationally coordinated solutions, and contains concrete and specific targets to reduce inequality, based on income.
Income disparities and a lack of opportunities are creating a vicious
cycle of inequality, frustration and discontent among people across the
globe. Governments and international organisations have a role to play in
levelling the playing field and creating a fairer world for all. They will have
to find a solution to sharpening inequalities, otherwise disgruntlement and
conflict will rise and affect all of them.
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Polls

Modi’s Delhi debacle
Shahid Hussain

A crushing defeat to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in Delhi’s legislative
elections is being seen as a referendum on Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Hindu nationalist agenda. The victory of the Aam Aadmi Party shows
the rising popularity of ideas of religious coexistence and diversity and the failure of Modi’s narrative at the local level.
The BJP’s sixth consecutive loss in an assembly polls, though the party
managed to form a government in Haryana, points out the failure of its narrative at the local level. It was a major setback for the BJP and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, though the ruling party of India picked up five more seats in
the assembly than it won in the last election in 2015. Still, it was humiliated by
the opposition, which took over the critical office of chief minister for Delhi.
Taking over the office was a priority for the BJP, amid nationwide anti-government protests against Modi’s policies that are now entering their third month.
He swept national elections last year and quickly set his sights on winning big
in the capital. The protests are directed at the citizenship law passed by Modi’s
government that opponents say discriminates against Muslims. The unrest
has posed the biggest challenge yet to the prime minister and has taken on
more issues, evolving into an expression of resistance against what many
demonstrators see as a long-term plan by his party to redefine India’s secular
foundation and turn it into a Hindu-centric state, , the New York Times observed.
The AAP has a wide base of support, cutting across India’s religious and
class divides. It includes many voters who support Modi’s party in national
elections. During the campaign, the AAP emphasized economic development
issues, like health care and education, and it appeared voters rewarded the
party for its track record of delivering better services. On the other hand, the
BJP’s main strategy was to relentlessly focus on issues of sectarian identity,
doubling down on the citizenship law and other Hindu-centric initiatives rather
than on issues specific to the capital city. Top officials from the BJP told Delhi’s
voters that a vote for the opposition was tantamount to a vote for Pakistan,
the Islamic republic and archrival next door. It also tried to brand AAP leader
Arvind Kejriwal as a Pakistani agent who was secretly supporting the protests,
working to help Muslims while holding India’s Hindu population back. Indian
Information Minister Prakash Javadekar went even further and called Kejriwal
a “terrorist” during a news conference. The defeat becomes more embarrassing for the BJP as Modi’s cabinet ministers came out in full force during the
campaign, using starkly sectarian language to imply that support for the opposition was like supporting Islamist “terrorism” or committing treason, the
newspaper noted.
According to analysts, the defeat points out real problems for the party
going into assembly polls. Whether in a direct fight with the Congress or a regional player like the Aam Aadmi Party, the BJP’s performance in state elections has been poor. The Indian voter across states seems to be making a
very clear distinction between state and national-level elections, as made clear
even by the assembly polls in Odisha, where the Biju Janata Dal’s (BJD)
Naveen Patnaik won a record fifth term in the midst of a Modi wave, The Hindu
newspaper noted.
The AAP swept legislative elections in Delhi with 62 seats out of 70, while
the BJP won only eight seats. The AAP got the lion’s share of the Muslim vote,
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significant in a city-state with 13pc Muslims. However, some analysts say the
results of state elections should not be seen as a test of Modi's popularity and
electability in India, which is now under the spell of majoritarian machismo.
As a recent survey found, Modi continues to be India's most popular leader
today. The world will make a mistake in considering the result of the Delhi
election as a loss for Modi or his brand of right-wing majoritarianism, warned
Ashok Swain, a professor at Uppsala University, Sweden. In Delhi, the BJP
actually improved the number of seats it won, up from three in 2015. More
significantly, its vote share went up from 32pc to almost 39pc. This is the highest the BJP has had in Delhi since 1993. The vote share of its main opposition
at the national level, the Congress Party, fell from 9.7pc to 4.3pc. This does
not sound like a total defeat for Modi, he argues.
Modi's popularity among the majority Hindu population in the country is so
high that many opposition leaders, even during a serious economic slowdown
and massive unemployment crisis, are afraid of criticizing him. His bill to prevent Muslim immigrants from certain countries attaining Indian citizenship has
been well-received by most Indians. Except for Congress' Rahul Gandhi, no
opposition leader openly targeted Modi while campaigning in Delhi. AAP also
refrained from criticizing him or his majoritarian policies. Instead, its strategy
was to make the election about securing another term for Arvind Kejriwal as
Delhi's Chief Minister, so he can continue his welfare policies.
Indian politics has become polarized on the basis of religion, and Modi
continues to control political narratives in the country. He is seen by many Hindus as a strong and incorruptible leader who takes brave decisions to protect
their interests. They might vote for other parties to run state-level governments,
but they see Modi as the only leader capable of leading a Hindu-India. To
Modi's base, fanned by the prime minister, Muslims are not loyal to the country
and are responsible for hindering India's progress toward becoming a global
power. In their minds, the disputed territory of Kashmir belongs not to Pakistan
but to India -- and not even to Kashmiris themselves, as they are Muslims.
Meanwhile, for political reasons, Modi has realized it is better to overplay the
conflict with Pakistan and to downgrade the rivalry with China, where it finds
it harder to compete, not least because of its own economic slowdown. Modi
has been smart in using the Muslim, Kashmir and Pakistan cards to outwit his
opponents, the professor noted.
Experts say Modi's anti-Muslim policies have invited international criticism
and loud protests in India, but have also enhanced his stature as a leader who
can protect the interest of the Hindu majority and put Muslims and other minorities in their place. Kejriwal won the election, peddling a softer version of
Modi’s Hindu nationalism. His win offers hopes to minorities in India.
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Unbridled inflation
Husnain Shahid

Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed officials to find an out-of-the-box
solution to bring down skyrocketing prices in the country. One wonders
he is not aware of the basic problem behind inflation. He does not need
an innovative method to do it, he only needs to reduce the value of the
dollar and electricity and gas tariffs to provide relief to the common people.
In fact, prices have stabilized to some extent after the dollar rate and
electricity and gas tariffs have not risen in few months. Prices have marginally decreased during the week which ended on February 20. The Sensitive Price Indicator (SPI)-based weekly inflation for the combined
consumption group decreased by 0.14 percent as compared to the previous week. The SPI for the week was recorded at 130.67 points against
130.85 points registered in the previous week, according to data released
by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS). During the week, average
prices of 13 items registered decrease, while that of nine items increased
with the remaining 29 items’ prices unchanged. Prices of the commodities
that recorded decrease included tomatoes, eggs, chicken, potatoes, gur,
garlic, wheat flour, LPG cylinder (11.67kg), sugar and pulses.
The prices went through the roof after the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government increased power tariff for the fourth time in 11 months.
Inflation rose to the highest level in nine years in January this year and
the central bank warned that it could rise beyond the target set for the current fiscal year. Inflation rose to 12.7pc year-on-year in January, the highest level in nine years, mainly driven by an increase in prices of food items,
according to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS).
In a move that further overburdened people, the government approved
an increase of 1.75pc in electricity prices for the consumers using more
than 300 units a month to recover an additional Rs25 billion. The fourth
increase in tariffs in 11 months was also aimed at complying with the condition of the IMF to restrict the growth of circular debt to an agreed level.
The increase has taken effect from December 1 2019, and it will continue
for one year, according to a decision of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the cabinet. The government has been constantly jacking
up base electricity tariffs to stop the growth of circular debt. It first increased power tariffs in January 2019, then on June 14 and October 1.
All the increases were aimed at meeting the IMF conditions.
The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has kept the interest rate unchanged due to high inflationary pressures. The bank’s monetary policy
statement said that annual average inflation in the ongoing fiscal year remained broadly unchanged at 11-12pc. However, it warned recent
changes in month-on-month inflation had been higher than in previous
months and if sustained, could affect inflation expectations. “On one hand,
recent inflation outturns have been on the higher side. On the other, the
causes behind these outturns have primarily been increases in food prices
which are expected to be temporary,” it said.
The International Monetary Fund has estimated that Pakistan’s inflation may jump up to 13pc, but the government’s estimate is between 11pc
and 13pc for the current fiscal year. A recent IMF mission report said that
the first half of the fiscal year "had been strong" and that inflation was ex-
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pected to decline as the shocks caused by sudden depreciation had subsided. It also stated that spending on social and development projects had
increased and acknowledged that Pakistan had made considerable
progress in advancing reforms and continuing with sound economic policies.
In a bid to control inflation, the government has decided to keep gas
and electricity prices unchanged for the next four months till the announcement of the next fiscal budget and tasked the ministries concerned with
reducing taxes on utility bills to provide some relief to inflation-hit people.
The Utility Stores Corporation (USC) has started purchasing edible oil and
ghee from factories in the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir as the factories are exempted from all
taxes, so that the USC could sell the products at lower rates to consumers.
However, the Utility Stores cannot provide relief to a large number of people, because of their limited number.
The recent steps to control prices are not enough. The government
will have to lower electricity and gas prices and the dollar value. Inflation
in the last Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz was between 8 to 9pc, which
has almost doubled in the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government. The
dollar was trading around Rs124 when Prime Minister Imran Khan took
office in August 2018. It has now risen to Rs154. Under the IMF agreement, the government will no longer control the dollar value against the
Pakistani rupee. Instead, it will be dealt by the open market. The government will have to devise a mechanism to bring the dollar value to the 2018
level to provide relief to the common people from rising prices. If the dollar
value decreases, it will also reduce power and gas tariffs. The government
will have to take practical steps to check prices in days and weeks. It will
also have to increase tax revenue to spend more on the people. Rising
prices have crushed the common people and the government should not
test their patience.

11

Conflict

The US-Taliban deal and
tricky intra-Afghan dialogue
Raza Khan

The United States and the Afghan Taliban have finally agreed to sign a
long-delayed peace deal at the end of February, raising hopes of restoring
peace to the war-ravaged country. However, there are still threats to the
peace deal, or more importantly to lasting stability in Afghanistan as the
Taliban continue to launch deadly attacks on the Afghan National Security
Forces (ANSF).
According to the Afghan Taliban, they had concluded talks with Washington in the Qatari capital of Doha in which both sides agreed to sign a
peace deal by the end of February. US President Donald Trump also announced that his administration was very close to sign a peace agreement
with the Afghan Taliban.
If the peace deal between the US and Afghan Taliban is ultimately
signed, it would be a great leap forward by any yardstick in the decadeslong efforts to restore order and stability to Afghanistan. The Afghan Taliban have been waging an insurgency against the Afghan government and
the US-led NATO forces, which had ousted the Taliban regime in November 2001 after the watershed terrorist attack by Taliban-ruled Afghanistanbased Al Qaeda on the American mainland. The NATO forces, with
one-time presence of more than one hundred thousand troops, could not
defeat the Taliban in the last 19 years and there have been ups and downs
in the fighting with no side decisively prevailing over the other.
An important aspect of the would-be peace deal between Washington
and the Afghan Taliban would be that within no time there would be intraAfghan peace negotiations in which the insurgents would sit with the
Afghan government, led by President Ashraf Ghani and other anti-Taliban
Afghan groups. Lasting peace in Afghanistan would depend upon the
rounds of intra-Afghan dialogue in which the Taliban would try to have
more and more power and perks. However, the most painstaking would
be the process of dialogue between the Afghan groups. If history is any
guide, intra-Afghan dialogue for peace and power-sharing has always
been problematic and disruptive. For instance, when the occupying Soviet
Union forces withdrew from Afghanistan, the seven anti-Soviet resistance
groups could not come to a power-sharing formula for years and instead
launched heavy militant attacks against each other, resulting in large-scale
deaths and destruction. This was the situation from which the Afghan Taliban emerged in 1994, ultimately to capture power in September 1996 by
overrunning Kabul.
The main contenders for power in intra-Afghan dialogue would not only
be the Taliban and the Ghani-led Afghan government but also important
minority Tajik and Uzbek groups. It is important to note that only on February 18, the Afghan Election Commission announced the results of the
last national election after months of delay as the polls were held in September 2019. According to the results, the incumbent President Ghani retained power by winning more than 50 percent of the polled votes.
However, the main challenger, Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, yet again rejected
the result, calling it “fraudulent.” It is important to note that in 2014 also
both Ghani and Abdullah were the main contestants for the highest post
in Afghanistan but when the former won, the latter refused to accept the
results. The result declaring Ghani as winner is not at all a surprise be-
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cause Ghani is ethnically a Pashtun and belongs to the largest Afghan
Pashtun tribe, Ahmedzai. Traditionally, since the establishment of modern
Afghanistan in 1747 by Ahmed Shah Abdali, the country has always been
ruled by the Pashtuns due to their clear ethnic majority in Afghanistan,
whereas no one from the sizable Tajik and Uzbek minority groups could
get power. This suggests that voting in Afghanistan has always been on
ethnic lines and particularly the Afghan Pashtuns have been jealously voting and working to bring a member of their ethnic community to rule
Afghanistan by considering it their right due to their majority.
However, times have changed and the Tajik and Uzbek as well as Turkmen in Afghanistan are quite aware of their political rights and have been
doing their every bit to come to power. Dr. Abdullah’s two bids to win presidential elections are a case in point. It is important to note that one of the
Afghan vice presidents, Abdul Rashid Dostum, a warlord leading the minority Uzbeks, after the recent declaration of the triumph of Ghani in the
presidential elections, declared that he along with Tajik Abdullah would
form a “parallel” government in Afghanistan. It is indeed disconcerting as
yet again there are cries of formation of alternative authority structures in
the war-devoured country which would further push it to instability and
chaos. On one hand, when Ashraf Ghani would try to take control of the
governmental matters after getting the people’s mandate and the opposition groups would try to set up hurdles to his way, intra-Afghan talks could
be very problematic. It seems that the US has deliberately delayed the
peace deal with the Afghan Taliban in order to give time to Ashraf Ghani
to be re-elected, so that intra-Afghan peace negotiations could be facilitated. However, the outcome of the talks has made the prospects of their
success quite dim.
Now, the situation is quite conducive for the Afghan Taliban to exploit
and win as much power as possible by taking advantage of fissures among
their opponents. The Taliban would do their utmost to take time by the forelock. Already, war-weariness is quite obvious within the ranks and files of
the militia and they would do their best to secure the best for themselves.
Seeing his own position getting weakened, President Ghani may join
hands with the Afghan Taliban to remain in power. In the unfolding political
situation in Afghanistan, there is all likelihood that President Ghani and the
Taliban may come to some sort of a power-sharing agreement to the exclusion of other Afghan power stakeholders.
This is fundamentally because of the fact that both Afghan Taliban and
Ghani are Pashtuns and they at least share a cause of keeping
Afghanistan firmly in the hands of Pashtuns. Moreover, Abdullah and Dostum have been bitter enemies of the Taliban since the birth of the latter
and have been engaged in deadly violence with each other. The Taliban
may also take a twist and improve relations with Tajiks, led by Abdullah
and son of former Mujahideen commander, Ahmed Shah Masud, as well
as Dostum, in order to appropriate power and also to give a message to
the world of having the potential of coming to terms with their enemies.
This way, the Taliban could also sideline President Ghani, who is the legitimate power centre in Afghanistan today. Let's see what happens in
Afghanistan in the coming few weeks.
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Viewpoint

Social changes and an
unresponsive state
Raza Khan

The subject of political sociology has been evolving with each passing year
as the relations between social dynamics and political developments have
become deeper and clearer and in the context of contemporary Pakistan, the
links between social and political changes have become quite important to
understand. Otherwise we would not be able to comprehend the real causes
of issues and problems, like irrelevant policymaking, bad governance, disorder and conflicts.
In case politics, political culture and political institutions of a society remain
aloof from the prevailing and unfolding social trends, the result is large-scale
consternation, panic and low and high-intensity conflicts. What one can see
in Pakistan at this point in time is that the political actors and institutions, particularly in the government, have little connections with the key social trends
prevailing in society. In fact, the political actors, so-called leaders and ministers have no understanding of social changes that have taken place and what
needs and issues they have produced and how to respond to them.
Currently, some important social changes have taken place and assumed
the shape of huge social currents in Pakistan. An important social trend that
is dominating contemporary Pakistan is extensive confusion and lack of direction among most Pakistanis. Most people in Pakistan are in a state of utter
confusion regarding their conditions of life, how to improve it and what development means and how that is possible. This confusion and lack of direction prevalent among Pakistanis is due to disagreement over the value
system. Pakistan is a conservative society while development in the fields of
economy, politics and society requires adopting liberal values and attitudes.
Moreover, a large number of people in the country believe in anarchism, considering that the government or any traditional or modern authority is an evil
and thus an anathema to be totally abandoned. Others are ultra-nationalist,
considering that there is a need to support the state whether it does anything
for the citizens or not. Thus, a clash of views among different groups of Pakistanis has engendered complete lack of direction and purposelessness
among most Pakistanis. This confusion could be clarified by the state through
its institutions, giving the people a purpose to work for in the shape of devising
ways and means to improve their lives and their standards. However, the
state seems to be little concerned about the lack of direction and purposelessness among the people. Resultantly, there is no response from the state
to address the problem, deepening the confusion and giving rise to multiple
issues.
Another most important social trend in contemporary Pakistan is the fast
growing population of the country. Pakistan has become the fifth most populous country in the world. The rapid population growth has extensive and
deep impacts on the politics and political institutions of the country. Firstly,
the rapid population increase in the country has been putting an unbearable
burden on the state and its governance structures. Indubitably, Pakistan historically does not have a very strong state and government structure and the
most important evidence in this regard is that the state has not been able to
respond to society and fulfil its important functions. Noticeably, the state and
its policies have also been responsible for the unchecked and sustained
growth of the population. Therefore, the state cannot be absolved of the responsibility for the fast growing population of Pakistan. At the moment, it
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seems that the state has become totally aloof and powerless to control the
population.
If one deeply looks into the population growth and bad governance, it
transpires that both bad governance and irrelevant policymaking, on one
hand, and the rapid population growth, on the other, have fed each other. Important factors in the population growth around the world, among others, include lack of education, poverty, conservative society and prevalence of
large-scale lack of purposelessness within the people and society. These are
the key factors behind the galloping population growth even in Pakistan.
Again, this has been due to bad governance that the factors have been
prevalent in the country.
Radicalization and intolerance are also quite prevalent in contemporary
Pakistan. Radicalism and intolerance have been prevalent in society over
decades and fundamentally, they are the result of bad governance at all levels. Intolerance, in turn, has resulted in development of extremist social attitudes among the people and parts of the social attitudes have translated into
terrorism, particularly in the name of religion, sect and ethnicity in the country.
Terrorism by groups, like the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, posed an existential
threat to the state. While the state’s response to terrorism has been multipronged but it largely remained confined to military offensives. Due to terrorism and the state response to it, huge damage has been inflicted on society
and its members as millions have to see physical dislocation, displacement
and privation.
Although the state may be able to a great extent to eliminate terrorism,
yet the root-causes and seeds of terrorism cannot be fully identified and exterminated. Moreover, intolerance and terrorism continue to affect every aspect of society, including political institutions and culture. The lack of tolerance
among key political parties and the resultant stunted growth of democracy is
also largely due to intolerance among political actors.
A culture of insecurity has also been prevalent in Pakistan. Terrorism and
the state response to it as well as extremist social attitudes prevalent among
the masses have been the key causes. However, continued incidents of internecine killings and child abuse have aggravated the sense of insecurity
among the masses. The most important repercussions of prevalent insecurity
among the people are that they are shy of expressing their aspirations, making use of their natural talents and resources. Due to the situation, the country’s economy and society have both suffered extremely and could not get
the desired levels of economic growth and social stability. The feeling of insecurity among Pakistanis has also given rise to huge challenges to the state,
as it needs gargantuan efforts to allay the feeling of insecurity among the
masses.
Consumerism is another important social trend in contemporary society.
Whatever consumerism we are experiencing in Pakistan is the result of increasing adoption of postmodernist values. Although consumerism has resulted in the growth of public spending yet the state has to spend a huge
amount of its foreign exchange reserves to pay for the import of consumer
items, which affects the financial stability of the state. The state and its apparatus need to take cognizance of the rising trends and other social changes
in order to fulfil its purpose.
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Debt burden: Mortgaging
our economic future
Muhammad Jahangir

Pakistan’s debt burden is rising rapidly, endangering our economic future.
In its debt policy statement recently laid before the parliament, the ministry
of finance said that the country’s total debt and liabilities that stood at Rs
29.879 trillion at the end of fiscal year 2018, had crossed Rs 41.489 trillion
by the end of September, 2019, showing a massive increase of 39 percent. The liabilities constituted 86.3 percent of (Gross Domestic Product)
GDP in fiscal year 2018, but have now risen to 94 percent of GDP by end
June, 2019.
Available figures show that total public debt increased by Rs 7,755 billion during 2018-19, out of which Rs 3,635 billion was borrowed for meeting the federal budget deficit, Rs 3,061 billion was due to currency
depreciation, Rs 927 billion was offset by higher cash balances necessary
for effective cash management as the government is committed to zero
borrowing from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and Rs 132 billion was
the difference between the face value and the realised value of Pakistan
investment bonds (PIBs).
The impact of the exchange rate was favourable during the first quarter
of the ongoing year which decreased the rupee value of the external public debt stock at end-September, 2019. The total debt of the government
decreased by Rs 221 billion during the first quarter of FY20, which indicates that exchange rate gains on account of rupee appreciation against
the US dollar were more than offset by the increase caused by financing
of the fiscal deficit.
On the other hand, private sector loans recorded an increase of $1.2
billion, Public Sector Enterprises’ external debt rose by $1.3 billion, driven
mainly by development loans. One of the major reasons for the sharp increase in total debt liabilities is a massive devaluation of the Pak rupee
which contributed to a rise of over Rs3 trillion, although the level of debt
denominated in dollar terms had not increased in the same proportion.
Another significant development is the re-profiling of domestic debt,
where the government re-profiled the existing stock of State Bank of Pakistan borrowings from short-term to medium-term and to long-term. The
re-profiling took place mainly in the month of June, 2019, which increased
the share of long-term debt (permanent and unfunded) in the total domestic debt from 46 percent at the end of June, 2018, to 73 percent at the
close of June, 2019.
This is a structural shift that has reduced the financing risk for the government as the average time of maturity of the domestic debt portfolio
has increased from 1.6 years at the end of June, 2018, to 4.2 years in
June, 2019, which is very close to the long-term target set by the government.
The higher domestic debt was mainly caused by a very high fiscal
deficit of 9.4 percent of GDP during 2018-19, and most of the reasons behind the challenge were delay in reviewing telecom licences and the sale
of envisaged state assets, besides weaker than anticipated tax amnesty
proceeds, which contributed only around one percent of GDP. Profits of
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the SBP also witnessed a steep decline during 2018-19, as the central
bank incurred heavy exchange losses on its external liabilities. Other factors contributing to the sharp rise in the domestic debt included a sharp
rise in domestic interest rates, exchange rate depreciation, some legal
constraints on the revenue side and an overall slowdown in the economy
that resulted in low revenue collection.
The situation is grave which requires the government to make every
possible effort to curtail the budget and external sector deficits to the minimum to contain the TDL within reasonable limits. The current account
(C/A) deficit has been contained to a large extent, but the government has
not made much headway on the fiscal side. There is an urgent need to reduce and ultimately eliminate the present high level of fiscal deficit, so that
the level of the domestic debt could be contained to a reasonable level.
Another rising challenge is debt servicing, which is consuming almost
half of the tax receipts mobilised by the Federal Board of Revenue (FBRP.
The parliament had promulgated the Fiscal Responsibility and Debt Limitation (FRDL) Bill in March, 2005, aimed at eliminating the revenue deficit
and reducing the public debt to prudent levels. The Bill, which became
law after its passage by the National Assembly, was aimed at bringing
down the revenue deficit to zero by 30th June, 2008, and maintain a revenue surplus thereafter to reduce the total public debt to 60 percent of
GDP by June, 2013, and maintain it at the level in the subsequent years.
But all governments violated the law and indulged in reckless borrowing. Let the present government break the tradition by curtailing its borrowing needs. It can do it by boosting tax and non-tax revenue and
exports. Another method is to cut all unnecessary expenditures and adopt
an austerity regime at all levels of administration.
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Fiscal deficit’s
downward trend
Muhammad Jahangir

The latest figures for the first half of fiscal 2019-20 show that fiscal consolidation continues apace. Total fiscal revenue (as percentage of GDP)
touched a two-decade high – as non-tax sources turned out to be major
contributors to the final account. However, the expenditure side too
showed a rising trend, coming in at 20-year high. Not surprisingly, debt
servicing remained the biggest expenditure head.
Expenditure grew by 18.8 percent, largely in line with tax revenue
growth at 18.4 percent. Debt servicing remains the biggest headache,
mounting mainly due to high interest rates. Fortunately, achieving primary
fiscal surplus (0.7 percent of GDP in 1HFY20) means that debt accumulation is slowing down. Once the discount rate begins to climb down, the
consolidated fiscal deficit will decline as well. However, there is a caveat
here: higher growth in non-tax revenues is partly thanks to higher interest
rates.
The total fiscal deficit in 1HFY20 stood at Rs 995 billion, which at 2.3
percent of GDP is a four-year low. The fiscal deficit in 2QFY20 stood at
1.6 percent, whereas it was 0.7 percent of GDP in 1QFY20. The slippage
may increase in the third and fourth quarter. Federal tax revenues grew
by 18.8 percent to Rs 2.25 trillion while provincial tax revenues increased
by 14.2 percent to Rs 214 billion. The slower growth rate in the provincial
number is partly explained by lack of incentives for the provinces to enhance their collection.
The provinces receive about three-fifth of FBR revenues, while debt
and defense liabilities remain federal subjects. This means that efforts at
the federal level to maximize FBR revenues – and contain deficit – become
diluted as the major share is taken by the provinces. On the other hand,
non-tax and tax revenues are more beneficial for the federal government.
The revenues are not shared with the provinces and all proceeds can go
toward curbing the consolidated deficit.
The central bank passed Rs 427 billion as surplus profits to the government, which is 6.7 times last year. In case of other tax revenues (those
not shared with the provinces), the government collected Rs 157 billion in
1HFY20 – up by 58 percent. The importance of non-shared revenues is
profound in terms of deficit reduction. The debt servicing cost in terms of
net federal fiscal revenue was 95 percent last year (1HFY19). During the
first six months of the current year, it was reduced to 78 percent. This is
despite the fact that debt servicing increased by 46 percent to Rs1.28 trillion in 1HFY20. Had the non-FBR federal revenues growth been in line
with last year, the government would have acquired more debt to pay the
existing debt.
According to experts, the federal fiscal arrangement created in the aftermath of the 18th amendment and 7th NFC award has led to greater
focus on non-FBR federal revenues. That is why in the recent IMF review,
the ministry of finance tried to get higher revenues from petroleum levy
(PL). The reason for showing primary surplus in 1HFY20 is due to over 3
times spike in non-tax revenues. The situation will remain easy as long as
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higher surplus profits from the SBP continue to come in. Telecos dues are
still pending, while privatization proceeds are imperative for attaining the
primary fiscal deficit target for the full year. In other words, about 58 percent
of FBR revenues increase will not go towards efforts to reduce the consolidated fiscal deficit. On the flipside, 100 percent of PL, SBP profits, dividends, privatization, PTA profits contribute to deficit reduction.
In the long run, there is a need to find more sustainable ways of increasing non-FBR revenues for broader fiscal consolidation. Once the interest rates come down, fiscal consolidation would be more visible. The
fundamental advantage of tight monetary policy on the fiscal side is that
the government is on its toes to reduce non-debt expenditure and is focused on revenues. Without higher rates, the sense of urgency would not
be possible.
As it is, FBR revenues are up by 17 percent to Rs2.1 trillion; but have
fallen short of the revised target. At best, the government can fetch Rs 4.7
to 4.8 trillion in the full year. However, given the economic slowdown and
import compression, performance in the first half is not dismal. Direct taxes
are up by 17 percent to Rs 784 billion in 1HFY20 – but appear to be tapering off as growth in the first quarter was 21 percent. Sales tax collection
increased by 24 percent to Rs 859 billion – which is much better than the
first quarter growth of 13 percent.
It is relevant to note here that fiscal expenditure increased by 26 percent to Rs 4.23 trillion. Taking out debt servicing, expenditure growth falls
to 19 percent – which is still too high. Current expenditure increased by
25 percent to Rs 3.36 billion whereas defense expenditure increased by
10 percent to Rs 530 billion. Development expenditure picked pace too,
growing by 28 percent to come in at Rs 473 billion. All said, the government can derive satisfaction from the fact that as a percentage of GDP,
the deficit in 1HFY20 decreased to 2.3 percent as compared to 2.7 percent
during the same period last year.
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Education

Education: Most
areas still neglected
Rasheed Ali

The financial condition of Muhammad Ishaq Mehar has
deteriorated so rapidly during the past seven years that
he had to make various decisions which were once unthinkable for him. He is a landless farm worker. Ten
years back or even in the earlier years, he used to make
a respectable living through working in fields. Though
an under-matriculation, yet he is well aware of the importance of an education for his children.
He had admitted his two daughters and a son to a
private school in Yazman Mandi city, a tehsil of Bahawalpur district, though he along with his family lived
in a village, about seven kilometres from the town. He
believed private schools imparted a better education,
hence he decided to admit his children to a costly private school in the city, instead of a free government
school in his village.
However, the situation started changing at a fast
pace, reducing his chances of getting work on farmlands. Even peasants were facing hard times, as they
were not getting reasonable returns for their crops, what
to talk of farm labourers. Ishaq Mehar had to shift his
daughters and son to the government school in his village. His children, who have studied in a private school
with better conditions, tell him on a daily basis that they
are not getting good education in their school.
“Students of two classes, six and seven, are made to
sit in the same classroom,” Mehar is told by his daughter
Afshan Ishaq. “Due to so much noise in the class, I cannot comprehend properly what our teacher is teaching
us.” She keeps speaking to the students of both classes,
and most students fail to understand what they have
been taught by the teacher. He visited the school to ascertain the actual situation and was informed by the
headmistress that they were short of classrooms as well
as teachers. She said she had to accommodate students
of two classes in big rooms to save them from severe
cold. The poor farmer returned home, finding the teachers even more helpless than him.
The multi-grade teaching issue has also been highlighted in detail by the Annual Status of Education Re-
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port (ASER) 2019. The Report, published after a national rural survey by the Idara-e Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA),
revealed that 46% of government and 26% of private
schools impart multi-grade teaching at grade two.
Also, in grade four, multi-grade teaching was found
18% in both government and private schools, and a
teacher taking multiple grade classes in government
middle schools rose from 5% in 2018 to 18% in 2019.
The finding also explains the situation of parents, like
Ishaq Mehar. The ASER rural results showed a decline
in the number of children admitted to private sector
schools. A 7% decline was observed in enrolment, the
number which was close to 30% in 2014 had , there has
also been a visible increase indropped to 23% in 2019.
On the other hand enrolment at government schools,
from 70% in 2014 to 77% in 2019.
While it reflected the economic condition of the parents on the one hand, as they were forced to withdraw
their children from private schools and admit them to
government schools due to their financial constraints. On
the other hand, it also showed government’s apathy. Despite getting official data from schools on at least a yearly
basis, education authorities are not ready at all for increasing the number of teachers as well as classrooms.
The report stressed government authorities that the
increase in public school enrolment must be maintained.
And this can only be done if the state continues to make
active efforts. The ASER has also been an authority in
tracking Early Childhood Education (ECE). Since 2014,
the ASER noted that there has been no significant improvement which remained stagnant at 39% from 20142019. Nonetheless, the report suggested that ECE was
critical for foundational learning readiness in literacy and
numeracy; therefore, it is crucial to increase enrolment.
The latest survey, carried out by around 10,000 volunteers, showed that 87% of private primary schools
had boundary walls as compared to 75% of government
primary schools. The report says functional toilets were
available in 59% public and 89% private primary
schools. Around 10,000 volunteers visited 155 districts
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in 4,546 villages to conduct the ASER survey from 92,008 households
and 255,266 children of age 3-16 years.
For the year 2019, the ASER rural survey assessed 202,648 children
of 5-16 year age cohort in language (Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto), English, and
arithmetic competencies mapped to grade 2 curriculum and textbooks. In
nine districts, the survey was successfully conducted through androids,
testing for at scale survey solutions that are paperless, efficient and transparent.
According to the report, despite recent focus of the federal and provincial governments on enrolment drives to honour the Article 25-A, 17%
children aged 6-16 still remained out of school. In contrast, the survey in
20 urban centres across Pakistan reveals only 6% children were out of
school.
With the 40% population residing in urban areas, this presents an important opportunity to accelerate universal access for the urban 5-16 year
olds, whilst simultaneously focusing on rural areas. The report also highlights some positive outcomes of the survey, revealing that language and
arithmetic skill in grade five students had remarkably improved over the
last couple of years. However, children in early years of education continue to lag behind in basic-concept learning, and overall literacy, adds
the report.
Under the survey rules, children in grade five were observed on the
basis of whether they could read, and comprehend concepts aimed at
second grade students. A keen observation of trends from 2014-2018
showed a rise of 4% from 13% to 17%, in linguistic and arithmetic skill of
primary level students. The report showed that 59% children enrolled in
grade five could read text meant for second standard children, primarily
in Urdu or other regional languages. It further said that only 55% of surveyed children could read English texts designed for grade two students.
Since 2018, the report showed that there had been an improvement
in arithmetic learning levels, with 57% grade fivers able to successfully
perform double-digit divisions. And even more pleasant was to note that
60% of children can read the time, and 53% can easily solve multiplication
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word problems.
According to estimates, 22.8 million children aged 5-16 are currently
out of school. The major challenge for any government is to provide education to the underprivileged, disadvantaged children living in the remotest
areas of the country.
During the past some years, the focus had been on enrolment as per
the Article 25-A of the Constitution which emphasises the provision of universal elementary education. However, with a staggering number of children out of school, the dream is impossible to realise. The survey found
teachers’ attendance in both government and private almost the same at
89%. However, a disparity between educational qualifications of teachers
in the two sectors was shockingly apparent. Over 40% of staff teachers
in private schools had graduate level education compared to the 33% in
the government sector. However, in case of MA, MSc and other post-graduate qualifications, a greater percentage of public sector teachers had
higher qualification than their private school counterparts.
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf governments in the Centre, Punjab and KP
have been talking about overhauling the entire education sector from time
to time. However, the continued dismal state of affairs at grassroots level
keeps negating the “All is well” narrative. Prime Minister Imran Khan,
chairing a cabinet meeting on February 18, directed the authorities to
solve all education sector problems and address the shortage of teaching
staff by valuing education as an emergency need. He said knowledge was
linked to a bright future and vowed to provide all necessary resources to
ensure quality education at public sector educational institutions.
However, it is obvious that Education Minister Shafqat Mehmood,
who was present at the launch of ASER 2019, as well as the cabinet
meeting, would have not dared apprise the premier of the report findings. It is a hard reality that verbosity and hollow claims would not provide quality education to upcoming generations. The media statements
would only add to the frustration of people, like Ishaq Mehar, in the country, who want their children to get good education and change the fate
of their families.
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Opinion

IMF designs
M. Fazal Elahi

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has now opened up brashly. In fact,
it has shown its real face much earlier than one could envisage. It persists
on “immediate measures” for reducing the revenue-expenditure gap and
fixing the cash bleeding energy sector. It disagreed to grant Pakistan’s
humble request to further revise the stringent revenue target it has set forth
for Pakistan for the ongoing fiscal year.
The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) desired a further reduction in its
revised target of Rs5, 238 billion but the IMF preferred to see the plan
aimed at removing distortions and expanding the narrowed tax base on a
permanent basis. The IMF, it is believed, insisted that, if the need arises,
the government must take measures to correct the situation halfway instead of waiting for the worsening of the situation till the next fiscal year.
A couple of months ago, the Fund’s Executive Board allowed the FBR
to reduce the target from Rs. 5.5 trillion to Rs. 5.238 trillion. If the Fund
grants Pakistan’s request for further reduction in the revenue generation
target, the question will be raised on IMF team's credibility that within just
a couple of months their projections related to FBR revenues have proved
wrong. The IMF certainly wouldn’t like to take this blame on itself. On the
other hand, if the FBR’s revised target remains intact at Rs. 5, 238 billion,
it, as known to all and sundry, would be impossible for it to achieve. So, it
is evident that both sides are caught in a Catch 22 situation.
All the issues are unambiguously crucial and challenging for the incumbent Pakistan government. However, the most perturbing and inconceivable posture taken by the IMF is its blatantly asking Pakistan "to reduce
its trade and commerce reliance on Beijing", and look for other international
options by signing free trade agreements with other countries too. One
knew this was coming, and it has finally come. In fact, it has come much
too earlier than one had expected. This issue, if looked at critically, exposes
IMF’s intent to give a serious blow to the ongoing multi-billion dollar CPEC;
a project that has been forecast to bring phenomenal economic boom not
only to Pakistan but to the entire region.
Those who keep a close eye on international politics are fully aware of
the fact that particularly the US and its steadfast cohort India have never
been able to digest the idea of this gargantuan joint venture project between Pakistan and its time-tested friend China, right from its inception.
They have been covertly building up strategies to pressurize Pakistan
through different modes to massively, if not entirely, cut down on this vitally
important development project. The fact of the matter is the detractors of
Pakistan would have been much happier if it surrendered the project outand-out.
Exchange of pleasantries and bestowing flamboyant protocols by
heads of governments to each other is always reciprocal, and are very
much part of standard universal diplomatic norms. Let us, therefore, not
get carried away by the pleasantries exchanged and the outwardly amazing offer US President Donald Trump had made during his meetings with
Pakistan’s premier Iran Khan. During his first meeting held at the White
House in Washington on July 22, 2019, he offered to mediate on the issue
of IOK between India and Pakistan, and in the second encounter held on
the sidelines of the World Economic Forum (WEC) in Davos, Switzerland,
on January 21, 2020, he renewed this offer. Unfortunately, however, noth-
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ing tangible has come out of these offers so far. Contrary to this, the Indian
government, through a presidential decree issued on August 5, brazenly
revoked Article 370 of India's constitution that guaranteed special rights to
the Muslim-majority state, including the right to its own constitution and autonomy to make laws on all matters except defence, communications and
foreign affairs. The measure was termed by the civilized world the most
far-reaching political move on the disputed region in nearly 70 years.
Experts had also explicitly cautioned the incumbent government that
IMF’s stance vis-à-vis grant of loan to Pakistan would predictably be extremely harsh. It would be so, for two reasons: Because of its stringent pecuniary policies and its covert “guided” plan to gag Pakistan’s development
projects, particularly the mega Pak-China joint venture project-CPEC.
Much to the detriment of the people of this country, Pakistan, perhaps due
to its critical financial compulsions, had to go to the IMF and seek its monetary assistance. The result is manifestly clear. Praising the economic performance of the incumbent government by the visiting IMF team, perhaps
as a measure to make room for itself to impose yet more repressive policies on Pakistan, make Pakistan bend on its knees, and compel it to take
economic measures that, for sure, would have an adverse impact on the
livelihoods of the people in general and the economy of the country in particular.
The IMF team came and left without signing the staff level agreement
which, if inked, would have led to the release of the third tranche of $452
million, consented by the IMF to be paid to Pakistan against the $6 billion
Extended Fund Facility Program. Presumably, it happened so owing to the
government’s inability to take “prior actions’ by placing a viable fiscal adjustment plan, hiking gas and power tariffs and ensuring Chinese loans
rollover. According to media reports, Pakistan has categorically stated that
it would not increase gas and power tariffs whatever may be the consequences. What would be the ramifications of the decision vis-à-vis IMF demands wouldn’t be difficult to gauge. Whatsoever may be the end result of
this mutually fractious tug-of-war between the international lending agency
and the government of Pakistan, it would be pretty easy to predict that it is
going to make things worse for Pakistan with the passage of time. It must
be clearly understood by those at the helm of governance in the country
that the IMF will do whatever within its reach to make Pakistan buckle
under its pressure. It would emphatically do so, to attain the covert tasks
mandated to it by its sponsors.
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Environment

Suffocating plastic pollution
Dr. Zeeshan Khan

The economy is the ultimate power in today’s world but among other most
important things of concern include rampant climate change and environmental degradation.
Studies in the Arctic revealed that each litre of sea ice contains more
than 12,000 particles of microplastic, which scientists believe are being ingested by native animals and marine life. Despite burying in landfills and
incineration, about half of the plastic waste generated finds its way to the
ocean, eventually posing a serious threat to marine life.
Since 1967, global plastic production has increased from two million
tonnes to 380 million tonnes, almost three times faster than the world’s
GDP. Since 1950, the world has produced 9 billion tonnes of plastic waste.
Only 9% of all plastic waste ever produced has been recycled. About 12%
has been incinerated, while the rest — 79% — has accumulated in landfills,
dumps or the natural environment. There are several countries that have
duly banned the use of plastic bags such as Bangladesh, France and
Rwanda. Pakistan lags behind in these initiatives.
Another study revealed earlier that in 2017-18 around 80,000 tonnes of
plastic was found floating in the largest plastic pool in the Pacific, and it represents the most persistent form of pollution Earth ever encountered and
reached the remotest parts of the globe. According to the United Nations
Environment Program, every year the world uses 500 billion plastic bags.
Yearly, at least eight million tonnes of plastic end up in the oceans, the equivalent of a full garbage truck every minute. This calls for serious attention!
In the last decade, we produced more plastic than in the whole last century. Over 50 percent of the plastic we use is single-use or disposable. We
buy one million plastic bottles every minute. Plastic makes up 10% of all of
the waste we generate. Only 14% of total plastic used the world over is
brought back for recycling, the rest is disposed of into oceans and soil. According to another report on the menace of ever-growing plastic pollution
and its dumping in oceans, in the next 30 years plastic waste in oceans will
outweigh fish and other marine creatures at the current rate of dumping.
The economic value of these materials, mostly single-use, is estimated to
be $80-120 billion. They cause annual damage of $13 billion to marine
ecosystems by affecting tourism, fishing, and shipping.
Pakistan is not among the top plastic waste-producing countries such
as China, Indonesia, Philippines and Vietnam. However, owing to rapid urbanization, a booming population and an increase in consumerism, we are
dumping an alarming amount of plastic waste into our land and rivers leading to the Arabian Sea. Pakistan is facing an escalating plastic bag pollution
crisis. A recent survey by the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency
found that about 55 billion bags are currently being used, and is expected
to increase yearly by 15 per cent. These single-use non-biodegradable
bags mostly find their way to open garbage dumps, landfill sites or municipal sewers, thus making sewage disposal systems less efficient by choking
and adding to the costs of utility operations. Metropolitans like Karachi
teemed with garbage and waste. The waste has stained what used to be
our once beautiful seashore of Karachi. The Clean Karachi Campaign by
Federal Minister Ali Zaidi also failed due to its mismanagement.
A colossal amount of these bags is often being directly burnt, adding
most hazardous exhaust gases like dioxins and furans to the ambient air.
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Encourage the use of reusable and washable long life metallic and clay
and glass utensils at the household level as much as possible. Enforce already existing regulations to curb the use of plastic bags and open burning.
A recent example worth-following is Islamabad and KP’s ban on singleuse shopping bags and it must spread all across the country as with the
advent of Imran Khan’s government, initiatives like Clean Green Pakistan
and planting 10 billion trees have increased expectations at different environmental fronts. The consumer industry must be made to practice a takeback policy or modern recycling machines can be used which are usually
seen in developed countries, especially for PET bottles and containers.
Local urban councils must ensure that plastic waste is not directly disposed
of to a landfill site. Municipalities must impose fines on throwing plastic bags
into their sewers. The informal sector must be made to use recyclables,
most importantly plastics, through enhanced financial incentives.
Some of the best practices from around the world — be it developed
countries such as the UK or developing ones such as Bangladesh and
Rwanda — have been due to stringent policies by the government. For instance, in the UK last year, heavy taxes were imposed on plastic packaging
with less than 30 percent recyclable polymers. In Rwanda, carrying a plastic
bag can land you in jail with a heavy fine. People coming into Rwanda have
to leave all plastic bags at the immigration.
According to UN Environment Agency, the world needs to slow the flow
of plastic at its source, but we also need to improve the way we manage
our plastic waste. Because right now, a lot of it ends up in the environment.
Ten rivers alone carry more than 90% of the plastic waste that ends up in
the oceans including top three, the Niger, Nile and our very own Indus.
Plastic waste — whether in a river, an ocean, or on land — can persist
in the environment for centuries. The same properties that make plastics
so useful — their durability and resistance to degradation — also make
them nearly impossible for nature to completely break down.
So, in the light of preceding points, it can be concluded that there are a
number of things that governments can do — from running public awareness campaigns, to sensitizing communities on the issue, to offering incentives for recycling, to introducing heavy levies or even banning certain
products outright.
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Innovation

Our contest with
emerging technologies
Adil Rana

The rapid globalization with all its positive ramifications has created new
designs of unprecedented developments in technology. Every country in
the world with a desire of becoming more developed technologically and
economically, adheres to the rule of “adopting and adapting” to new emerging technologies to increase socio-economic growth.
Technology plays a vital role in increasing productivity, thus becoming
a yardstick for economic development as well as better living standards.
The technology boundary has sharply divided the world into two categories: the countries possessing overwhelmingly advanced technologies
and the countries extremely at a backward level with few or no technological capabilities. Technologically advanced countries, such as the US,
China and Russia, have been able to utilize the visionary minds of their
scientists, engineers and academia to foster their growth in technical as
well as social sciences sectors. For instance, the United States created
its Silicon Valley in Northern California decades ago, due to the fact that
the realization of the “market of science” and technological development
came very early in the US.
Though the technological growth ratio can be enhanced in Pakistan as
the country possesses enormous potential in the IT industry but unfortunately, Pakistan lags behind in technological advancement. The reasons
responsible for slow progress in technology include lack of funds, less encouragement for the development of different industrial products, negligence at higher levels, lack of a visionary approach and no infrastructure
for R&D. Another area that requires more attention and more precise funding at higher levels is the education sector in Pakistan. There is a big difference between the quality of education that the private sector and
government sector schools and colleges offer. Countries, like China and
India, are profoundly investing in technical education with advanced and
innovative research in IT, while Pakistan is still following the 20th century
methods at school and college level.
Industrial and technological development in Pakistan is usually stalled
by lack of resources and investment in human development. This is another factor that has created hurdles to the innovation sector. Many countries are operating various types of valuable start-ups such as Flipkart
having $15 billion worth. In Pakistan, no start-up of that worth has ever become operational. Although some online business websites like Daraz are
in the mainstream but not globally as active as other enterprises of various
countries. The reason for this is the existing flaws in the approach and
negligence at the governmental levels to launch promotion campaigns for
innovation and entrepreneurship. Pakistan is ranked 105 out of 129 in the
2019 Global Innovation Index which marks a very low progress for the
country. It is evident that the tech industry all over the world is making
progress just because of innovations and creativity. To some extent, Pakistani authorities were quite successful in recent years in persuading global
tech masters such as Facebook, Innovation Lab, SheMeansBusiness and
WeThinkDigital to invest and cooperate at different technical levels for the

20

enhancement of hi-tech growth in Pakistan.
Many countries in the world have developed disruptive technologies
and are constantly investing in it. In the private sector, some prominent
Pakistani nationals tested their nerves by introducing some very disruptive
ventures in the country. To name some, EasyPaisa, Go’mobishop and
Finja are some examples but plenty more are needed in this field to create
an influential effect in economic growth and development. There are multiple reasons why Pakistan is lagging behind in the IT production field and
cannot get up to the mark to produce companies like Dropbox and Google,
but the main reason is the lack of enabling environment. Companies like
Dropbox and Google started their journeys as a small start-up and their
core principle was “disruptive innovation”. In Pakistan, to create an enabling environment, steps must be taken to enhance the role of innovative
thinkers.
Another area which should be investigated is the Intellectual Property
(IP) rights industry. For the development of the IP industry in Pakistan, the
protection and the legal framework for IP businesses can create an environment for innovative thinking, product manufacturing and management
and more scope for online businesses with acute chances of capturing international e-markets. The contribution of IP to the national economy
comes in the form of patents and Pakistan is still years behind in this field.
In a report published by Global Intellectual Property Center, it was mentioned that more than 55 million Americans are employed by IP-intensive
industries across the world, which accounts for $5.8 trillion, which is an
amount greater than the GDPs of United Kingdom and France.
The 21st century is the century of tech-based innovation, and technology is the core growth driver for prosperity. Though Pakistan’s IT exports
have increased by 2.44% in the previous years, the total economic growth
has not shown prominent stability. To further increase the ratio of IT exports, Pakistan must devise a new “tech policy” to cater the needs and requirements of the IT sector.
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Opinion

India's media is failing in
its democratic duty
Siddharth Varadarajan

The protests in India against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
which grants a fast track to citizenship for certain religious-minority immigrants, have underlined the importance of not just the democratic
process, which includes the right to peaceful protest, but also the role
of the media in covering the government's response to the protesters.
I work as a journalist in India and am happy and proud to be part of
what I regard as a free press in the country. The website I helped found
four years ago, The Wire, shines a critical light - a pretty harsh one - on
the government, on politics and on big business. And there are others
like us.
Sure, the politicians and ministers and captains of industry do not
like what we do and have made their displeasure known in various ways;
but show me a democracy where the government loves the media and
chances are the media is not doing its job. So why is it then that India a country with a free press and an independent judiciary - does so badly
on global indices measuring media freedom? In 2019, the country
slipped two places down to 140 out of 180 in the World Press Freedom
index compiled by Reporters Without Borders. How do we reconcile the
fact that there is a constitution, laws guaranteeing press freedom, and
media platforms fiercely doing their job, with India's falling rank?
What has happened over the past few years is that a major section
of the media has crossed over to the dark side. Without being formally
censored or compelled by other means to comply with official diktats,
these media houses have simply stopped doing their job. They have
stopped asking difficult questions about the government and its policies.
They are in awe of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his senior ministers and are reluctant to be critical of them.
Many, sadly, have become mouthpieces of official propaganda.
Some do not think twice about promoting religious polarisation and even
hatred in pursuit of the political agenda of the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).
There is also a major section of the media which is reluctant to be
seen rocking the boat mainly because their proprietors have business
interests that could be jeopardised. It is commonplace for governments
at the central and state level to use official advertising as a lever of influence on the media. But there is also a darker side: With most investigative agencies functioning at the beck and call of ruling politicians,
proprietors fear becoming the target of a vendetta if their reporters are
seen as taking on the establishment.
For those of us still willing to do our job, there are indirect financial
pressures, of course, but also legal tactics aimed at silencing critical
coverage. Defamation laws are misused to embroil editors and reporters
in frivolous cases that can take us years to shake off. At one time, The
Wire was facing 14 defamation suits filed by governing party politicians
and their family members, businessmen and even a godman - a highprofile guru - known to be close to the establishment. Total damages
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currently being sought in these bogus cases against us run to over one
billion dollars.
In the past few months, the government has sought new ways to get
a grip on the country's scrappy digital media. It has announced new restrictions on foreign investment in digital media, including approval on
a case-by-case basis, and is also proposing to introduce a compulsory
registration process for news and current affairs websites.
A new tactic, which affects not just media freedom but the freedom
of speech and communication of ordinary citizens, is the imposition of
bans on the usage of the internet and social media. In Jammu and Kashmir, a "temporary" ban on social media has lasted more than 200 days
now.
Broadband internet remains banned and limited data internet access
was permitted after a two-month hiatus but only for low-speed access
to "whitelisted" sites.
The latest assault on freedom of speech is the government's decision
to charge Kashmiris who access the internet via VPNs under the draconian Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. Given the growing interface
between social media and news media, this clampdown can only have
a further chilling effect on press freedom.
While the media in India has always had to contend with unfriendly
politicians in the past, they could, with the exception of the 1975-1977
Emergency, at least count on the support of the country's judges if the
going got tough. What makes the current phase so dangerous is both
the Modi government's level of intolerance and the reluctance of the
courts to defend free speech and press freedom.
The press freedom we have in India should no longer be taken for
granted. And it is only if we use our freedom - fiercely and fearlessly that we can stave off future assaults on it.
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Displacement

Gas-rich Mozambique may
be headed for a disaster
Ilham Rawoot
When, in 2010, US energy company Anadarko found major gas reserves off
the coast of Mozambique's Cabo Delgado province, many hoped that the
discovery was going to bring prosperity to the impoverished region. The following year, Italy's ENI also found a massive gas field in the area.
Since then Mozambique has seen an influx of foreign energy companies
fishing for lucrative contracts: Anadarko, Total - which in 2019 bought
Anadarko's assets in Mozambique - ENI, ExxonMobil, BP, Shell, China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) and others. Cabo Delgado is now
home to Africa's three largest liquid natural gas (LNG) projects: the Mozambique LNG Project (Total, formerly Anadarko) worth $20bn, Coral FLNG Project (ENI and ExxonMobil) worth $4.7bn, and Rovuma LNG Project
(ExxonMobil, ENI and CNPC) worth $30bn.
But, despite the billions in investments these contracts have brought, the
people of Cabo Delgado are yet to see any benefit from them. In fact, some
have already suffered immensely from the arrival of the gas industry. Soon
after the discovery of gas in Cabo Delgado, it became clear that even though
exploration and extraction will take place offshore, a number of communities
will have to be evicted to make way for the support facilities onshore to be
used by Anadarko/Total and ENI's projects. According to a 2016 report by
Anadarko, over 550 families would have to be physically relocated and 952
would lose access to their cultivated land to make way for the facilities of the
Mozambique LNG Project. In addition, over 3,000 individuals would lose access to their fishing grounds as a result of the projects' operations.
Some of these families have already had to move. Although the foreign
companies promised to carry out resettlement and provide compensation
after a thorough consultation process with affected communities, villagers I
and my colleagues at the enviromental NGO Justica Ambiental have spoken
to told us that their concerns and objections have fallen on deaf ears.
Many of them complained that the compensation has been inadequate.
In some instances, arable land they were allocated encroaches on the farmlands of another community, causing conflict; in others, the new plots they
were given were too far away from their homes.
Families who used to live just a few hundred metres from the sea and relied on fishing for their livelihoods will be resettled more than 10km away from
the shore. Fishermen have already reported that initial gas development operations and drilling are affecting fishing stocks. At the same time, promised
jobs in the gas industry have not materialised, leaving the communities facing
displacement anxious about their ability to provide for themselves in the future.
Some of the villagers have told us they are afraid to speak out because
they may not receive any compensation or because they have been threatened by local authorities. Over the past two years, a number of journalists
who have tried to report on the situation in Cabo Delgado have been arrested.
Meanwhile, apart from forced displacement and the loss of livelihoods, local
communities have faced increasing violence from a local armed insurgency.
Since 2017, men armed with guns and machetes have attacked communities across Cabo Delgado, killing some 700 people and injuring many. Beheadings, mass kidnappings and the razing of whole villages have sent some
100,000 people fleeing the province, according to the UN. Various groups,
including ISIL (ISIS) and Al Shabab - who are not affiliated with the Somali
group by the same name - have supposedly claimed responsibility for some
attacks, but for many, there has been no clear perpetrator.
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Some have blamed impoverishment and local crime networks as the driving forces of the insurgency and dismissed theories about links to transnational terrorist organisations. But anger about the way foreign companies
have dealt with local communities and a lack of transparency about their operations have also fuelled rumours that there is a link between the gas industry and the attacks.
Villagers we have spoken to have pointed out that while facilities of the
gas companies have rarely been attacked, communities who have refused
to move have been repeatedly raided by armed groups. Regardless of who
is behind these attacks, they have alarmed the Mozambican government and
forced it to deploy the military to Cabo Delgado. Earlier, Total and ExxonMobil
requested from the local authorities to send more troops to the region for their
protection.
Foreign mercenaries have also made their way to Cabo Delgado. Last
year, Russian private military company Wagner won a contract in Mozambique to provide security in the province and help fight the uprising. Some
200 of its fighters were deployed and already a number of them have been
killed. None of these measures has made the local communities any safer.
Locals tell us they fear going to their fields. Those who have been displaced
and are far away from their allocated plots face the prospect of starvation.
Residents are also concerned that the pressure to protect foreign investment in the gas industry will further militarise Cabo Delgado and they will
bear the brunt of the fighting between the Mozambican military and the insurgents. Apart from displacement and insurgency, Cabo Delgado residents
face the danger of environmental disaster due to the gas drilling. According
to Anadarko's 2014 environmental impact study, the project will produce a
large amount of greenhouse gases and sulphur dioxide, introduce new
species into the sea, and cause soil erosion.
There are growing fears that gas drilling will affect biodiversity in the area,
especially the Quirimbas Archipelago, a UNESCO biosphere which is located
just 8km from one of the gas fields off the coast of Cabo Delgado. The archipelago is home to 3,000 floral species, 447 bird species, eight species of marine mammals, as well as lions, elephants, buffalo and leopards. The
dredging, waste disposal and the physical construction of onshore and offshore facilities will significantly diminish much of this ecosystem. Many
species will flee the area due to noise and habitat degradation, while the impact of a potential gas leak or spill will be disastrous.
After the first seismic survey that Anadarko did in 2008, reports emerged
about mass deaths of marine animals. Unfortunately, it seems Cabo Delgado
is heading down the disastrous path of the province of Tete, where the government handed some 60 percent of local land in concessions to the coal industry. Exploration and mining in the province have resulted in the forceful
displacement of over 1,300 families and led to major loss of livelihood for
local communities and extensive pollution. Locals have reported deaths of
people and animals due to polluted water.
Mozambique is already suffering from the devastating effects of climate
change and its coal and LNG projects - which are more carbon-intensive than
the regular extraction and processing of natural gas - will only further contribute to global warming. Both of these industries are export-oriented and
there does not seem to be any comprehensive plan for putting into use these
energy resources into the development of the Mozambican economy. And
both of them have left devasted communities behind.
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Your View
Sujrani roads

An-ex POW’s plight
I am over 95 years old. I joined the government of former East Pakistan in 1948 as an assistant engineer and continued working in
service till I was taken as a prisoner of war on Dec16, 1971 and remained confined in an Indian POW camp at Meerut. Thereafter, I

Many roads in Surjani Town, particularly the side streets and
lanes, are in an extremely dilapidated condition owing to overflowing sewerage on different throroughfares and washing away
the tarred top.
As a result, the residents of Surjani Town find it extremely difficult

was repatriated to Pakistan in November 1973.
After my release and repatriation to Pakistan, in spite of all my efforts, I was not taken on any job and at the same time denied pension, although I had worked on a post equivalent to BPS20 in terms
of pay scales of those days. Over the years I made several representations for the grant of full pension. However this was finally allowed only as a compensatory pension with effect from April 24,

to commute. The rains last summer have added to the damage
and there are large potholes over long stretch of the roads making it difficult for motorcyclists to pass. The people of the area appeal to the Sindh government and the town and Karachi city
authorities to fix the choked sewerage drains and repair the dilapidated roads.
Hina Shamsher

1995, instead of full pension for a retired civil servant in BSP 20 on

Karachi

presumptive basis. I was told that the government of Imran Khan is
committed to justice and fairplay. I applied at the Citizen’s Portal
and have been told that after the emergence of Bangladesh, it was
the liability of the Bangladesh government to pay pension to the

Rising prices

pensioners. Only a compensatory payment has been allowed and

The people in the streets are bitterly complaining of rising prices, ris-

the pension has been revised from Rs 2,000 to Rs 6,000 only.

ing unemployment, businesses closing down and many other woes.

There are only a handful of pensioners from former East Pakistan

The opposition is quoting statistics in parliament to prove the gov-

and the remaining will be gone within a few years. Is it fair to say

ernment is incompetent and unable to deliver. The opposition par-

that these employees are the liability of former East Pakistan? It is

ties are unsure how to make political gain from the situation. And at

therefore prayed that my case along with other pensioners may be

a time when the people expect them to lead are not united and in

studied and justice be done. I be granted full pension from 1971

disarray. Despite their acute differences, the PML-N and PPP lead-

since the break-up of the country and my eventual repatriation to

ership are aware that they are incapable of leading a successful

West Pakistan with my family were beyond my control rendering my
25 years of service without any adequate compensation.
Aftab Mohammad Khan
Retired Director Urban Development
Govt of East Pakistan, Karachi

movement on their own. This has forced the leaders of both parties
to consider joining hands to oust their common foe. It seems the
lines are being drawn and the next month should be eventful, which
brings me to the point of these musings. Beware, the ides of March!
Qazi Jamshed Alam Siddiqui
Lahore

PhD allowance
A decision by the Boards and Universities Secretariat of Sindh to discontinue PhD allowance, which was paid to retired faculty of the public sector universities, is nothing more than robbing the scholars of
their due right. A teacher, after giving their sweat and blood to the nation, cannot be termed “retired” and forgotten after superannuation. It
is these PhD faculty members who with their knowledge and experience become a source of wisdom and are an asset to society. Not
only do they guide fresh scholars but are a source of knowledge and
wisdom for society at large. Such discriminatory decisions are against
the very logic of encouraging academic and research skills and have

Underage drivers
As a student, I often come across teenagers, riding bikes on Karachi
roads. Recently I saw a boy, hardly 15, riding a bike even though his
feet didn’t reach the gear and break. I was shocked to see him riding the bike at high speed in a congested area while trucks passed
him by. I wonder how come his parents allowed him to use bikes in
Karachi which is famous for traffic problems. In fact I wonder about
all those parents who allow their underage boys to drive motorcycles. These children consider transport assets as toys they play

not been taken by the authorities of public sector universities in other

with. They do not know the risk they pose to their lives and those of

provinces. The Higher Education Commission and HEC Sindh should

others. They are not aware of traffic rules and do not wear helmets

take up the matter with the Sindh government to undo the wrong per-

for their safety. It is our lawmakers’ responsibility to makes laws

petrated on PhD holders.

against underage driving. Today’s child is tomorrow’s father.
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M.H. Kureshi

Sareeka Nagpal

Karachi

Karachi
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Science

Linking sense of touch to facial movement
inches robots toward ‘feeling’ pain

Food residues offer a taste of pottery’s
diverse origins in East Asia

Laura Sanders

Bruce Bower

A robot with a sense
of touch may one day
“feel” pain, both its
own physical pain
and empathy for the
pain of its human
companions. Such
touchy-feely robots
are still far off, but advances in robotic
touch-sensing are bringing that possibility closer to reality.
Sensors embedded in soft, artificial skin that can detect both a gentle
touch and a painful thump have been hooked up to a robot that can then
signal emotions, Minoru Asada reported at the annual meeting of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science. This artificial
“pain nervous system,” as Asada calls it, may be a small building block
for a machine that could ultimately experience pain (in a robotic sort of
way). Such a feeling might also allow a robot to “empathize” with a
human companion’s suffering.
Asada, an engineer at Osaka University in Japan, and his colleagues
have designed touch sensors that reliably pick up a range of touches.
In a robot system named Affetto, an unsettlingly realistic-looking child’s
head, these touch and pain signals can be converted to emotional facial expressions. A touch-sensitive, soft material, as opposed to a rigid
metal surface, allows richer interactions between machine and world,
says neuroscientist Kingson Man of the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. Artificial skin “allows the possibility of engagement in versatile and truly intelligent ways.” Such a system, Asada
says, might ultimately lead to robots that can recognize the pain of
others, a valuable skill for robots designed to help care for elderly people, for instance.

Pottery making may not
have emerged in one Big
Bang–like event. Instead, it
was more like a cluster of
ceramic eruptions among
ancient East Asian huntergatherer groups as the last
ice age waned, a new
study suggests.
East Asian hunter-gatherer populations living about 700 kilometers apart
made and used cooking pots in contrasting ways between around 16,200
and 10,200 years ago, says a team led by Shinya Shoda, an archaeologist currently based at the University of York in England. Each of those
groups probably invented its own distinctive pottery-making techniques,
the scientists suspect. “Our results indicate that there was greater variability in the development and use of early pottery than has been appreciated,” Shoda says. Pieces of ceramic cooking pots from one group
preserved chemical markers of fish, including salmon, Shoda’s group reports. Early pottery making by those hunter-gatherers accompanied seasonal harvests of migrating fish, the researchers say. Fatty acids extracted
from remnants of a second group’s pots came from hoofed animals such
as sheep or goats. Those vessels were used to render grease from animals’ bones, the team suggests. Each group appears to have had its own
pottery-making style. Members of the Osipovka culture, who lived along
the Lower Amur River in what’s now the Russian Far East, crafted coneshaped vessels with flat bottoms and thick walls. Clay paste was mixed
with gravel and other material. Inside and sometimes outside surfaces of
pots were scraped with tools like combs.
At sites of the Gromatukha culture, situated on the banks of the Amur
River and its tributaries northwest of Osipovka sites, researchers found
slightly curved pots that rested on either flat or round bases.
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Will brushing, flossing protect against stroke?
Kayla McKiski
Gum disease may be linked to higher rates of stroke caused by hardened
and severely blocked arteries, preliminary research findings indicate.
Two unpublished studies suggest that treating gum disease alongside
other stroke risk factors might help prevent stroke by reducing the buildup
of plaque in arteries and narrowing of blood vessels in the brain. However,
the studies do not prove that gum disease is a cause of stroke.
"Because inflammation appears to play a major role in the development
and worsening of atherosclerosis, or 'hardening' of blood vessels, we investigated if gum disease is associated with blockages in brain vessels
and strokes caused by atherosclerosis of the brain vessels," said Dr. Souvik Sen, who led both studies. Sen is chairman of clinical neurology at the
University of South Carolina School of Medicine.
The first study involved 265 stroke patients. Sen and his team investigated
whether gum disease and specific types of stroke were related. They
found: Patients with gum disease had twice as many strokes due to thickening and hardening of brain arteries as patients without. Patients with
gum disease were three times as likely to have a stroke involving blood
vessels in the back of the brain, which controls vision, coordination and
other functions. Gum disease was more common in patients who had a
stroke involving large blood vessels within the brain, but not among those
who had a stroke due to blockages elsewhere.
The second study involved more than 1,100 patients who had not experienced a stroke. It found: Ten percent had severely blocked brain arteries.
Patients with gum inflammation were twice as likely to have moderately
severe narrowing of brain arteries. After adjusting for age, high blood pressure and high cholesterol, patients with gum disease were 2.4 times more

likely to have severely blocked brain arteries.
"It's important for clinicians to recognize that gum disease is an important
source of inflammation for their patients and to work with patients to address gum disease," Sen said in a meeting news release. People who
had gum disease serious enough to result in tooth loss were excluded
from the study. Researchers are now studying whether treating gum disease reduces its association with stroke. Research presented at meetings
is typically considered preliminary until published in a peer-reviewed journal.

Diabetes among US young continues to climb
Robert Preidt
Diabetes among U.S. youths continued to rise from 2002 to 2015, especially
for Asian children and teens, a new study says.
Researchers analyzed type 1 and type 2 diabetes among 5- to 19-year-olds.
They found rates were generally higher in blacks and Hispanics than in
whites. Surprisingly, the rate in Asian/Pacific Islanders rose faster than in all
other racial ethnic groups. "The study results did not surprise us for the white
population, which comprises the vast majority of diabetes cases -- over 8090% of cases," said study lead author Jasmin Divers, a professor at NYU
Long Island School of Medicine.
"Of great concern was the rapid progression of diabetes among Asian/Pacific
Islanders, with those study findings being novel to any prior research, and
the results warranting additional close scrutiny and study," Divers said in a
news release from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
which funded the study. Asian/Pacific Islanders are people with origins in
the Far East, Southeast Asia, and the Indian subcontinent, or have origins
in Hawaii, Samoa, the Marshall Islands and other U.S. territories.
Type 1 diabetes among white children and teens rose by 0.7% a year, according to the study. Incidence among Asian/Pacific Islanders didn't change
significantly from 2002 to 2010 -- but then spiked to 8.5% a year between
2011 and 2015. From 2002 to 2015, type 2 diabetes in teens increased in
all race/ethnic groups except whites. Asian/Pacific Islanders had increases
of nearly 8% a year, followed by Hispanics at 6.5% a year, and blacks at 6%
a year.
Diabetes is one of the most common chronic diseases among U.S. children
and teens. Developing diabetes at a young age can lead to complications
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such as kidney disease and retina damage. It can also damage nerves outside the brain and spinal cord (peripheral neuropathy), which can cause
weakness, numbness and pain in the hands and feet. There are no known
ways to prevent type 1 diabetes, but type 2 diabetes can be prevented or
delayed with lifestyle changes.
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Jihad Jane

A Paris Education

David Parkinson

Ian Freer

If Colleen LaRose's story
was pitched as a work of
fiction, lengthy passages
would be dismissed for
being implausibly farfetched. Yet this fiftysomething from Michigan has
been through the mill several times over, and it's a miracle she's around to tell the tale. Having
run away from home at 16 after suffering years of incestuous abuse
by her father, Richard, LaRose drifted into prostitution before marrying
a man twice her age. But it was a chance encounter with a Muslim during a trip to Amsterdam that shaped her future, as she became obsessed with Islam and set up a YouTube account in the name of Jihad
Jane to espouse her support for the Mujahideen.
LaRose was not alone in being seduced by the cause, as single mother
Jamie Paulin Ramirez also felt compelled to act after Swedish provocateur
Lars Vilks drew a cartoon. She had also survived numerous ordeals before
travelling to Waterford in Ireland, where her fate became entwined with
that of LaRose. Director Ciarán Cassidy introduces us to both women and
Jihad Jamie's tweenage son, Christian, who is being raised by his grandmother while Ramirez tries to rebuild her life after LaRose informed on
her co-conspirators. Yet, while the main focus falls on the travails of these
homegrown terrorists, this is also an unflinching indictment of America for
allowing vulnerable women to be abused and exploited.

First Love
Alex Godfrey
Takashi Miike’s work is never
knowingly sane. The director of
Audition and Ichi The Killer has
always
peddled
anarchic,
bloody violence — gross encounters of the absurd kind —
and if First Love is anything to
go by, he’s quite happy where he is. There is a decapitation two minutes
into the film, and it is by no means the last. “The smell of war is in the
air,” says conniving cop Otomo (Nao Ohmori), and he’s not wrong —
everyone is at war here. The yakuza, the triads and the police go at it incessantly. Buckle up.
Heroes and antiheroes blur in First Love, but Leo (Kubota) and Yuri/Monica (Konishi) are worth rooting for. With Leo’s life in the toilet he embraces
nihilism, feeling nothing, fully up for a death trip. Boy, does he get one.
Running into Monica, who has been sold and becomes unwittingly embroiled in a haphazard plot planned by Otomo and psychotic yakuza wildcard Kase (Sometani), Leo puts his fists to good use as he and Monica
navigate the carnage, which includes the ghost of Monica’s father, a sorry
state prowling the streets in gleaming white Y-fronts. And that’s as much
plot as you need to know. It’s only there to facilitate the pandemonium.
While First Love isn’t an out-and-out gore-fest, there’s barely a scene
without a fight, or at least some one-sided attacks, many of them lasting
around three seconds — cars slamming into people, someone’s face
being intentionally smashed into a dashboard… sudden bouts of violence
that mostly go for the funny bone, if you can stomach the stuff.
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If there was a poll to find
the greatest French film of
all time, you might expect
La Règle Du Jeu or À Bout
De Souffle or Asterix: The
Secret of the Magic Potion
to all be in contention. Yet
if you had to pick the most
French film of all time, you’d have to go a long way to beat A Paris Education. The story of student filmmakers smoking, shagging and having
lofty conversations about the nature of film and revolution, Jean-Paul
Civeyrac’s film is full of scenes, tropes and ideas that have played out
over the past 60 years of Gallic cinema. But if it does little that is new, it
is well played by a committed young cast and captures a particular time
of life in all its messy, heady, aspirational glory.
At its heart, A Paris Education is a cerebral take on a college movie, a
better-read Starter For 10. Etienne (Manet) bids Lyon and his longterm
girlfriend Lucie (Diane Rouxel) goodbye to study cinema at the Université de Paris. Here he makes friends with flatmate Valentina (a sparky
Jenna Thiam), Jean (Van Bervesselès), who has a thing for Etienne, and
Mathias (Fila), a charismatic, loud-mouthed cinephile on whom Etienne
develops a man-crush. What follows is a lot of film buff talk — the merits
of Paolo Sorrentino, Dario Argento, Paul Verhoeven, John Ford and
Jean Vigo all get debated — various liaisons, shifting friendships and a
tangible hunger to be creative and expressive, with little of the actual follow through.

Daniel Isn't Real
Kambole Campbell
Adam Egypt Mortimer’s second feature film as writer and
director, Daniel Isn’t Real, feels
like a missed opportunity.
Opening with horror much
more within the bounds of possibility and a subject that had
the potential to be resonant and genuinely cathartic, a young Luke bears
witness to the aftermath of a mass shooting in a small cafe. The sight of
this brutal violence sets something off, and with his parents constantly
fighting, he turns to his sinister imaginary friend, Daniel.
It’s an efficient set-up to the rest of the film, with Luke’s various traumas
and his family’s history of mental illness clear from the jump, but the
premise is soon squandered. Despite inventive visuals and the occasional gross-out moment it feels pedestrian, an amalgamation of familiar
beats. It’s harder still to be concerned when the characters are so shallow. Luke is mostly a blank slate, Daniel appears as a halfhearted nightmare take on the garish stylings of Fight Club’s Tyler Durden, and Sasha
Lane, maybe one of this generation’s most distinctive new talents, is
stuck in yet another girlfriend role. As Cassie she plays a ‘struggling’
artist with a New York loft apartment, and a touch of Manic Pixie and
boilerplate ‘cool girl’ affectations. It’s a thankless, superficial part, far from
the naturalism of her breakout in American Honey. As more is revealed
about Daniel’s history as well as Luke’s struggle with his manipulations,
the film takes on an exploitative tone that makes
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The Battle for Pakistan

The Turn of the Key

Shuja Nawaz

Ruth Ware

The Battle for Pakistan showcases a
marriage of convenience between
unequal partners. The relationship
between Pakistan and the United
States since the early 1950s has
been nothing less than a whiplashinducing rollercoaster ride. Today,
surrounded by hostile neighbours,
with Afghanistan increasingly under
Indian influence, Pakistan does not
wish to break ties with the US. Nor
does it want to become a vassal of
China and get caught in the vice of
a US-China rivalry, or the Arab-Iran
conflict. Internally, massive economic and demographic challenges
as well as the existential threat of armed militancy pose huge obstacles to Pakistan's development and growth. Could its short-run political miscalculations in the Obama years prove too costly? Can the
Trump administration help salvage this relationship? Based on extensive travel in the region, frequent policy interactions and many onthe-record interviews with key leaders, The Battle for Pakistan
untangles the complex US relationship in the past decade. Shuja
Nawaz identifies the path forward, provided US and Pakistani leaders
make the right choices for the longer term.

The Anarchy
William Dalrymple
In August 1765, the East India Company defeated the young Mughal emperor and set up, in his place, a
government run by English traders
who collected taxes through means of
a private army.
The creation of this new government
marked the moment that the East
India Company ceased to be a conventional company and became
something much more unusual: an international corporation transformed
into an aggressive colonial power.
Over the course of the next 47 years,
the company's reach grew until almost
all of India south of Delhi was effectively ruled from a boardroom in the
city of London. The Anarchy tells one of history's most remarkable stories:
how the Mughal Empire, which dominated world trade and manufacturing
and possessed almost unlimited resources, fell apart and was replaced
by a multinational corporation based thousands of miles overseas, and
answerable to shareholders, most of whom had never even seen India
and no idea about the country whose wealth was providing their dividends.
Using previously untapped sources, Dalrymple tells the story of the East
India Company as it has never been told before and provides a portrait of
the devastating results from the abuse of corporate power.
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When Rowan stumbles across the advert, it seems like too good an opportunity to miss: a live-in nanny position, with
a very generous salary. And when she
arrives at Heatherbrae House, she is
smitten by the luxurious ‘smart’ home fitted out with all modern conveniences by
a picture-perfect family. What she doesn’t
know is that she’s stepping into a nightmare – one that will end with a child dead
and her in cell awaiting trial for murder.
She knows she’s made mistakes. But
she’s not guilty – at least not of murder.
Which means someone else is.

Before the Coffee Gets Cold
Toshikazu Kawaguchi
In a small back alley in Tokyo, there is a
café which has been serving carefully
brewed coffee for more than one hundred
years. But this coffee shop offers its customers a unique experience: the chance
to travel back in time. In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, we meet four visitors,
each of whom is hoping to make use of
the café’s time-travelling offer, in order to:
confront the man who left them, receive
a letter from their husband whose memory has been taken by early onset
Alzheimer's, to see their sister one last
time, and to meet the daughter they
never got the chance to know. But the journey into the past does not
come without risks: customers must sit in a particular seat, they cannot
leave the café, and finally, they must return to the present before the
coffee gets cold. Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s beautiful, moving story – translated from Japanese by Geoffrey Trousselot – explores the age-old
question: what would you change if you could travel back in time? More
importantly, who would you want to meet, maybe for one last time?

High-Rise Mystery
Sharna Jackson
The detective duo everyone is dying to
meet! Summer in London is hot, the hottest
on record, and there's been a murder in
THE TRI: the high-rise home to resident
know-it-alls, Nik and Norva. Who better to
solve the case? Armed with curiosity,
home-turf knowledge and unlimited time until the end of the summer holidays anyway. The first whodunnit in a new mystery
series by Sharna Jackson.
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