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Price hike

A tame surrender to
‘fuel mafia’
Shahid Hussain

An abrupt and unprecedented hike in prices of petroleum products has
dented the last iota of credibility of the government among the people of
the country. Weeks after its failure to end an acute petroleum shortage and
blaming “mafias” for creating another crisis in the country, the government
meekly surrendered to oil marketing companies and allowed them to rob
the common people of billions of rupees.
The haplessness of the government before one of the biggest mafias
of Pakistan has dashed the hopes of the people of the country, who had
voted Prime Minister Imran Khan to power in the 2018 election on the slogan of change. The government not only failed to take action against companies and elements involved in hoarding and black marketing, but also
joined them in the end in robbing the people of billions of rupees. Since its
installation, the government has only piled misery on the common people
and they have reached the conclusion that it has no qualms about overburdening them and leaving them at the mercy of mafias, profiteers and
hoarders. Essentials have gone out of the reach of the common man after
massive devaluation of the rupee and a persistent hike in electricity and
gas tariff. Rising fuel prices are also contributing to it.
On June 25, the government increased the prices of all petroleum products by up to Rs26/litre. The price of petrol was raised by a whopping
Rs25.58 to Rs100.10 per litre from Rs74.52, an increase of 25.6pc, according to a Finance Division press release. The price of high-speed diesel
(HSD) was hiked to Rs101.46 per litre from Rs80.15, a jump of Rs21.31.
The new price of kerosene oil is Rs59.06, a rise of Rs23.50 over Rs35.56.
The price of light diesel oil (LDO) was pushed up by Rs17.84 to Rs55.98
from Rs38.14. It said the decision to revise the prices upwards was taken
“in view of the rising oil prices trend in the global market.”
Not only the hike was unprecedented, but it was also shocking for the
people that the government could not wait for the start of the next month
and jacked up the prices five days before it. The announcement of the fuel
prices hike was unexpected as the prices revised last month were to remain in effect until June 30. New prices are usually announced on the last
day of every month and come into effect after 12am for the upcoming
month. In contrast to the old practice, the revised prices were announced
a few hours before they were enforced.
The next day after jacking up the prices, the government again admitted that it had sufficient evidence to prove that oil marketing companies
(OMCs) and petrol pump owners were storing oil while expecting an increase in the prices. Addressing a press conference, Adviser to the Prime
Minister on Petroleum Nadeem Babar and Minister for Power and Petroleum Omar Ayub Khan, quoting statistics, said OMC sales figures in the
first 10 days of June was 52pc higher than the same period last year, which
was not possible because of lockdown in the country. It clearly proves oil
was being hoarded to make undue profits.
The government should admit its failure that it was responsible for the
fuel shortage in the country as it could not assess the situation rightly. The
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shortages occurred after the government reduced prices in May, as Prime
Minister Imran Khan wanted to pass on the benefits of lower international
oil prices to the public and bring down inflation. However, the move backfired. The oil companies and refineries objected that the prices had been
revised downward on the basis of month-old rates as the prevailing international prices were sharply rising and it would not be possible for them to
arrange cargo deliveries in June at the price the government had notified
in May. However, the government persisted with its plan and the oil companies and refineries implemented their own strategy, despite action by
law-enforcement agencies against their executives. However, the oil companies had the last laugh. They slowed down imports and curtailed supplies across the country, creating long lines and dry-outs at filling stations.
The government claims fuel prices in Pakistan are still the lowest in the
region. It could be right but it has no justification for the abrupt and phenomenal hike in prices. Many people believe the pretext of “rising oil prices
trend in the global market” is absurd as the prices had not increased
overnight. It was also not shocking that there were no lines at the filling
stations the next day after the prices were increased. The supplies improved miraculously in a few hours after the notification.
People say they had voted Prime Minister Imran Khan to power to fight
mafias but he has surrendered to them. Few months ago, he ordered action against sugar and wheat mafias. The result was that their supplies decreased and prices increased. The same is the case with the oil
companies. He blames mafias for creating trouble for his government. Undoubtedly, a number of mafias operate in Pakistan but it is also a fact that
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government is losing its battle with them.
Prime Minister Imran Khan is right when he says that he is fighting
mafias in Pakistan. However, he has failed to provide relief to the people
in his 22-month rule. Rates of all essentials, food, electricity and gas have
doubled. Bad governance and inefficiency have been the main traits of his
government. He should have come to power with better preparedness, especially when he already knew he had to face mafias.
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Opinion

Two-pronged anti-corona
strategy needed
Nasim Ahmed

From the beginning there has been something amiss in Pakistan’s response strategy to contain the coronavirus crisis. An inept government and
a non-cooperative public have proved a deadly combination. The result is
the mounting number of Covid-19 cases and fatalities.
With over 180,000 cases, Pakistan has passed the official count in
China, the first country hit by the scourge. Official estimates say that at the
present rate, the infections may reach about a million by the end of July.
To begin with, the government’s contradictory public messaging created
a lot of confusion and people generally did not take the emerging threat
seriously. Matters were made worse by a slanging match between the federal government and the Sindh administration which stood in negation of
any action taken by the Centre. Along the way, some of the government
ministers tried to underplay the virus threat which was highly irresponsible
in a country of 220 million people with a weak healthcare system.
The problem is that large sections of Pakistanis still have not yet shown
adequate awareness of the seriousness of the situation. During Eid holidays, families came out in large numbers along with their young ones for
shopping. Health workers warned of the risks involved in the overcrowding
of bazaars, but nobody cared, with the result that within two weeks the
number of positive cases rose exponentially.
Pakistan now has the 16th highest number of coronavirus cases in the
world, while the government remains clueless about how best to tackle the
situation. A number of weird conspiracy theories and the emergence of a
growing tribe of quacks and quick fixers have made the situation worse.
For example, an impression has gained ground among a section of society
that reporting their symptoms to a hospital or a health worker means certain death. Some people also believe that the government is trying to show
more fatalities in order to collect money from international aid agencies
and donor countries.
There is a general tendency to follow dangerously fatalist and superstitious approaches rather than paying heed to science and health experts.
In order to dissipate the cobweb of superstitions and rumours, the government needs to come out with a unified statement and an orderly policy to
inform, educate, and protect the masses. But this has not yet been done.
High government officials’ unclear and ambiguous public statements
and flip-flopping announcements – a lockdown, a smart lockdown and finally no lockdown, all without flattening the Covid-19 curve — further deepened the disbelief among the people about the official capacity to deal with
the situation.
When the epidemic broke out in December 2019 in China, Pakistan’s
northeastern neighbor, and a little later in Iran, the government allowed
free entry to pilgrims returning home from abroad. This was the beginning
of the epidemic in Pakistan. As late as March, the government of the Punjab allowed a religious congregation in Lahore which was attended by over
100,000 devotees from all over the world. The pilgrims, who returned from
abroad, later turned out to become the main agents of spreading the virus
to other cities. Health experts kept ringing alarm bells about the threat and
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asked for a strict lockdown. But their voice was not heard, rather it was
drowned out by the tales of economic woes of the business community,
and calls from clerics asking believers to return to mosques for congregational prayers.
As things stand today, we are in the midst of a full-blown epidemic crisis
which does not brook any leniency or carelessness on the part of the authorities. According to an official report, “no workplace and residential area
is disease-free” in the city of Lahore. The same goes for other major cities.
One can understand PM Imran Khan’s concern when he speaks of the
problems of the daily-wage earning class hit by the lockdown, but in view
of the exponential rise in the number of corona cases over the last few
weeks, a judicious mix of measures needs to be developed to contain the
worsening health crisis while allowing limited economic activities for the
most needy and deserving.
In the prevailing circumstances, a two-pronged strategy is required.
One, for the smart lockdown to succeed, the standard operating procedures should be ruthlessly applied and all violators should be fined heavily
and/or arrested. We are an undisciplined nation and brazenly break the
rules made for our own safety. Harsh measures are the need of the day.
Secondly, we need to launch a mass awareness campaign to educate
the people about the critical nature of the health threat we face. To this
end, the government should constitute panels of medical experts who
should be on the TV 24/7 to communicate to the people basic information
on the symptoms, diagnosis, treatment and preventive strategies to combat the coronavirus. The programmes should also have phone-in sessions
to give advice and answer questions from members of the public.
The goal should be to spread authentic information and build confidence among the people as to how best to protect themeselves from an
invisible enemy lurking in every corner. There are many apps, websites,
TV ads, social media messaging, etc. but people need a 24-hour question-and-answer forum.
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Human rights

Covid-19 worsens the
child labour situation
Nasim Ahmed

This year the World Day Against Child Labour, which falls on June 12,
was observed in the midst of the coronavirus crisis. According to the
International Labour Organization, there are about 152 million children
globally who are engaged in child labour, 72 million of them are in hazardous occupations. With the coronavirus pandemic having brought
the global economy to a standstill, these children are now at an even
greater risk of facing harsher working conditions and longer hours.
The World Day against Child Labour is observed every year to raise
awareness of the evil of child labour. This year's theme focuses on the
urgent need to protect children from under-age labour, especially in the
world of Covid-19. World Day against Child Labour 2020 draws international attention to the impact of the crisis on the child labour situation. This year, a virtual campaign is being organised jointly with the
Global March Against Child Labour and the International Partnership
for Cooperation on Child Labour in Agriculture (IPCCLA).
The coronavirus pandemic and the resulting economic and labour
market shocks have had an adverse effect on the lives of millions of
people, especially children. Reports from around the world indicate that
the Covid-19 crisis has pushed thousands of vulnerable children into
child labour.
The World Day against Child Labour was first launched in 2002 to
sensitize the public to the need to prevent child labour. The ILO
launched the World Day against Child Labour to bring attention and organize efforts to fight against child labour. The day brings together governments, local authorities, civil society and international worker and
employer organizations to highlight the child labour problem and define
the guidelines to help child labourers.
Available data shows that hundreds of millions of girls and boys
throughout the world are involved in work that deprives them of receiving an adequate education, health and leisure facilities. Of the children,
more than half are exposed to the worst forms of child labour. The
worst forms of child labour include work in hazardous environments,
slavery, or other forms of forced labour, illicit activities such as drug
trafficking and prostitution, as well as involvement in armed conflict.
According to a new report from the International Labour Organization and UNICEF, the Covid 19 scourge is pushing millions more children into the vortex of child labour, further worsening the situation.
Children already in child labour may be working longer hours or under
more difficult conditions. A large number of them may be forced into
the worst forms of labour, causing significant harm to their health and
safety.
According to the ILO Director General, “As the pandemic wreaks
havoc on family incomes, without support, many could resort to child
labour. Social protection is vital in times of crisis, as it provides assistance to those who are most vulnerable. Integrating child labour concerns across broader policies for education, social protection, justice,
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labour markets, and international human and labour rights makes a
critical difference.”
Various expert studies have revealed that Covid-19 has worsened
the poverty levels, leading to an increase in child labour as households
use every available means to survive. Some studies show that a one
percentage point rise in poverty leads to at least a 0.7 per cent increase in child labour in certain countries. In the words of the UNICEF
Executive Director, “In times of crisis, child labour becomes a coping
mechanism for many families. As poverty rises, schools close and the
availability of social services decreases, more children are pushed into
the workforce. As we reimagine the world post-Covid, we need to make
sure that children and their families have the tools they need to weather
similar storms in the future. Quality education, social protection services and better economic opportunities can be game changers.”
Vulnerable groups – such as those working in the informal economy
and migrant workers – have suffered most from the economic collapse,
resulting in higher unemployment, a general fall in living standards,
health shocks and insufficient social protection systems.
During the last few months there has been an increase in child
labour as schools close during the pandemic. Figures show that school
closures are currently affecting more than 1 billion learners in over 130
countries. Many of them are likely to join the ranks of child labour and
could be forced into exploitative and hazardous jobs. Gender inequalities may grow more acute, with girls particularly vulnerable to exploitation in agriculture and domestic work.
The UN bodies have outlined a number of measures to ward off the
threat of increased child labour, including more comprehensive social
protection, easier access to credit for poor households, new initiatives
to get children back into school, elimination of school fees, and more
resources for labour inspections and law enforcement. In the given circumstances, innovative approaches and best practices are needed to
rescues children from falling into the clutches of child labour due to
Covid 19.
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Counterterrorism

US paradoxes
Muhammad Hassan

The US State Department’s Terrorism Report is self-contradictory and selective as it blames Pakistan for subversive incidents in Afghanistan and
India, instead of admitting its own failure in Afghanistan and ignoring Indian
role in creating unrest in Pakistan and its aggression on innocent Muslims
of occupied Kashmir.
It has been the policy of the US to take credit for peace and blame others for terrorism, while it is behind unrest in most countries of the world,
from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria to Yemen and Iraq. The whole world
knows Jammu and Kashmir is a regional and international dispute and UN
resolutions accept Kashmiris’ right to self-determination. When India uses
force to change the special status of the valley and martyrs innocent Kashmiris struggling for their legitimate right, the US looks the other way. The
same is the policy in Palestine. It shamelessly ignores Israeli aggression
against innocent Palestinians.
The US report blames Pakistan for “continuing to serve as a safe haven
for certain regionally focused terrorist groups. It allowed groups targeting
Afghanistan, including the Afghan Taliban and affiliated HQN, as well as
groups targeting India, including LeT and its affiliated front organizations,
and JeM, to operate from its territory.” Ignoring Indian atrocities in occupied
Kashmir and indigenous freedom fighters, it claims: “Pakistan took modest
steps in 2019 to counter terror financing and to restrain some India-focused
militant groups following the February attack on a security convoy in the
Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir claimed by Pakistan-based JeM. Thus
far, however, Islamabad has yet to take decisive actions against Indianand Afghanistan-focused militants who would undermine their operational
capability. The Pakistani government also played a constructive role in
U.S.-Taliban talks in 2019. Pakistan’s progress on the most difficult aspects
of its 2015 National Action Plan to counter terrorism remains unfulfilled –
specifically its pledge to dismantle all terrorist organizations without delay
and discrimination.”
Noting that Pakistan also experienced significant terrorist threats in
2019, although the number of attacks and casualties was lower than in
2018, the report blames militant groups for targeting people and security
forces in Balochistan and Sindh provinces. “Major terrorist groups focused
on conducting attacks in Pakistan included Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP
or Pakistani Taliban) and ISIS-K. Terrorists used a range of tactics to attack
individuals, markets, police checkpoints, and places of worship, including
IEDs, VBIEDs, suicide bombings, and targeted assassinations.”
In contrast, the US highlights its “achievements” in Afghanistan. “The
United States partners with Afghanistan in a bilateral CT (counterterrorism)
effort through Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. The U.S. military, along with
38 other Coalition nations, also supports the ANDSF through the NATO
Resolute Support “Train, Advise, and Assist” mission. In 2019, the Taliban
and the affiliated HQN increased terrorist attacks targeting Afghan civilians,
government officials, and members of the international community. Additionally, ISIS-K continued to attack civilians and especially targeted religious minorities. The enemy-initiated attack trend in 2019 defied its usual
seasonal pattern; while in most years, such attacks decrease in coldweather months, they remained consistently high following the summer
fighting season. ISIS-K, elements of al-Qa’ida, including affiliate AQIS, and

July 1-15, 2020

terrorist groups targeting Pakistan, such as TTP, continued to use the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border region as a safe haven. Afghanistan is also
the only member of the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS from South and
Central Asia.”
Ignoring Indian atrocities on Muslims of occupied Kashmir, the report
claims, “India suffered terrorist attacks in the state of Jammu and Kashmir,
the northeastern Indian states, and parts of central India. The Government
of India continued to apply sustained pressure to detect, disrupt, and degrade terrorist activities within its borders. Prime Minister Modi and other
senior Indian leaders made numerous statements to condemn domestic
terrorist attacks and bring to justice the perpetrators of terrorism, in cooperation with the United States and other like-minded countries. The United
States and India increased CT cooperation in 2019.”
Bulldozing the narrative of India and the US on occupied Kashmir, US
Democratic Presidential nominee and former Vice President Joe Biden
has denounced New Delhi’s legislation on minorities and unlimited restrictions in occupied Jammu and Kashmir. In a policy paper “Joe Biden’s
agenda for Muslim-American Communities” posted on his campaign website, he asked the Indian government to take all necessary steps to restore
rights for all the people of Kashmir. “Restrictions on dissent, such as preventing peaceful protests or shutting or slowing down the Internet, weaken
democracy,” Joe Biden remarked. Expressing disappointment over the
measures taken by the Indian government for the implementation of the
NRC in Assam and the CAA, Joe Biden said, “These measures are inconsistent with the country’s long tradition of secularism and with sustaining
a multi-ethnic and multi-religious democracy.”
The US report is an attempt to undermine Pakistan’s contributions to
the global fight against terrorism. Pakistan lost almost 80,000 lives and
$150b loss to its economy during the war. It is still paying the price of US
failures in Afghanistan. The US report is rife in paradoxes. It takes pride in
making “major strides to defeat and degrade international terrorist organizations with the help of partners” while the fact of the matter is that it was
behind all international conflicts.
It blames Pakistan for terrorism in Afghanistan and India and in the
same breath it accepts Pakistan is attacked by terrorists from Afghan soil.
As the US accuses Pakistan of creating unrest in Afghanistan, it also appreciates it for a peace process in the war-torn country. It accepts the presence of homegrown militant groups in India and Afghanistan, yet it blames
Pakistan for terrorism in the two countries. The paradoxes show a futile
effort by the US to cover up its blunders in the region.
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Environment

In the eye of the storm
Muhammad Ali

Pakistan is ranked among top 10 countries of the world, which were most
affected by climate change in the past 20 years. It has lost 0.53pc per unit
GDP, suffered economic losses worth $3.8 billion and witnessed 152 extreme weather events from 1999 to 2018. According to international estimates, it needs between $7 billion and $14 billion per year for climate
adaptation.
The Economic Survey of Pakistan 2020 also paints a dismal picture of
the situation in Pakistan. Quoting international studies, it points out that
losses from climate change are compounding with the passage of time.
Pakistan is likely to become the most adversely affected country in the
South Asian region, a study by the World Climate Research Programme
and the King Abdullah University of Science and Technology says. In the
next 60 to 80 years, the temperature in the northern areas of Pakistan is
expected to increase by six degrees, according to the report. The high
temperatures will have an immediate impact on glaciers. The ice will melt
rapidly causing floods not only in villages but also in big cities. This may
also lead to extreme climatic conditions such as heavy rainfalls and massive droughts, the study warned.
It is feared that the aggregate impact of climatic parameters, such as
changes in temperature and rainfall, exerted an overall negative impact
on cereal crop yields, given that the management practices and use of
technology remain unchanged. Modeling of climate change scenarios for
Pakistan shows that if agriculture and water management in the Indus
River Basin continue in a business as usual mode, increasing temperatures and changes in precipitation will pose serious threats to the future
livelihoods of farmers and to the Pakistani agricultural sector, the Economic
Survey of Pakistan noted. In the Karakoram region, which contains the
major proportion of Pakistani glaciers, there is evidence that most of the
glaciers are either advancing. ”Recently, the Khurdopin glacier and Shisper
glacier surged down the hill at extremely fast rates, causing a blockade to
a flowing stream, forming a temporary lake with an outburst risk. On the
other hand, some areas, especially in the Hindukush mountain range (Chitral and western Gilgit), the Chitaboo glacier in Chitral retreated rapidly in
recent years due to global warming,” it noted. With more than 7,000, Pakistan has more glaciers than anywhere except the polar regions. But climate change is “eating away Himalayan glaciers at a dramatic rate,” a
study published in the journal Science Advances noted. As glacier ice
melts, it can collect in large glacial lakes, which are at risk of bursting their
banks and creating deadly flash floods downstream in places like Hassanabad. More than 3,000 of those lakes had formed as of 2018, with 33 of
them considered hazardous and more than 7 million people at risk downstream, according to the UNDP.
The survey says Pakistan has been consistently ranked as one of the
most affected countries by climate change and the population is facing
natural hazard challenges, like floods, droughts and cyclones. According
to the survey, studies were undertaken using the Agricultural Production
Systems Simulator (APSIM) model that showed that wheat production in
the arid areas of Pakistan was likely to suffer to the tune of 17pc.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned that the world economy is increasingly vulnerable to the impact of the climate emergency as
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it downgraded its forecasts for 2020 and 2021, even before Covid-19 had
struck. Urging governments to make greater strides to reduce carbon emissions and build green infrastructure, the IMF said one of the main risks to
its forecasts came from the growing costs of the climate crisis and the harm
caused by protectionist trade policies. The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
has also warned of food shortages in the country due to climate change in
its recent reports. Recently, Pakistan has faced shortages of vegetables,
flour and sugar.
Socioeconomic risks could increase significantly for those living in
urban areas of Pakistan and India by 2050 as heatwaves push up against
the limits of human endurance and survivability, the McKinsey Global Institute warned. Countries with lower per capita gross domestic product
(GDP) rely more on outdoor work and natural capital, and thus have less
financial means to adapt quickly. Also, hot and humid countries, like Pakistan, are expected to become significantly hotter and more humid by
2050. It would impact workability in urban settings, and the report expects
an average ten-percentage-point loss in annual share of effective outdoor
working hours in heat-exposed regions between today and 2050. “Poorer
regions often have climates that are closer to physical thresholds,” the report said, adding that as heat gets worse, productivity could tumble.
It points to the risks in workability and liveability both, as Bangladesh,
India, and Pakistan, with lower per capita GDP levels, were the most affected countries under the Representative Concentration Pathway (RCP)
8.5 scenario. Under RCP 8.5, the world’s average temperature would rise
by 4.9 degrees Celsius, or nearly 9 degrees Fahrenheit. “Under an RCP
8.5 scenario, urban areas in parts of India and Pakistan could be the first
places in the world to experience heatwaves that exceed the survivability
threshold for a healthy human being, with small regions projected to experience a more than 60 percent annual chance of such a heat wave by
2050,” the report noted.
Experts say environmental degradation now affects our lives in ways
that are becoming impossible to ignore, from food to jobs to security. Climate scientists have warned that our current actions are not enough for
us to meet our target of 1.5C of warming. We need to do more and quickly
to save the planet and ourselves.

July 1-15, 2020

Unemployment

Lost jobs: A crisis
within a crisis
Muhammad Zain

Tens of millions of migrant workers, forced to return home because of the
Covid-19 pandemic after losing their jobs, face unemployment and poverty
in their home countries. Between 1.4 million and 18.53m people are feared
to have lost jobs in Pakistan as a result of lockdowns and restrictions imposed
to stem the spread of the coronavirus. Estimates say up to 60m people will
be pushed into extreme poverty worldwide and at least 10 million more Pakistanis will drop below the poverty line.
Millions of migrant workers, who lost their jobs due to the pandemic, are
expected to return home to already overburdened labour markets. They are
left exceptionally exposed to the virus and the economic shutdown it triggered, according to the United Nations’ International Labour Organisation.
“This is a potential crisis within a crisis," said Manuela Tomei, director of the
ILO’s conditions of work and equality department. "Many millions of migrant
workers, who were under lockdown in their countries of work, have lost their
jobs and are now expected to return home to countries that are already grappling with weak economies and rising unemployment.” The ILO estimates
there are 164 million migrant workers worldwide -- nearly half of them women
-- comprising 4.7 percent of the global labour force. During the Covid-19 pandemic, many migrant workers were unable to return home due to travel bans,
and found themselves stuck.
India has repatriated more than 220,000 migrant workers, mostly from
Gulf states. Nepal has repatriated around 500,000 people, who have lost
their jobs abroad, mainly from the Middle East and Malaysia. Some 250,000
have headed back to Bangladesh, more than 130,000 to Indonesia and more
than 100,000 to Myanmar, Michelle Leighton, chief of the ILO’s labour migration department, told a virtual press conference. Ethiopia is expecting between 200,000 and 500,000 to return by the end of the year. The ILO said
that in many parts of the world, migrant workers were concentrated in sectors
deemed essential during the coronavirus lockdowns, such as healthcare,
transport, services, domestic work and agriculture. However, they were also
more vulnerable to losing their jobs and income during economic crises.
Migrant women in domestic and care work were among the most vulnerable during the crisis, facing additional work and care demands, with entire
families at home during lockdowns. Migrant workers were over-represented
in sectors in which physical distancing is difficult, they very often hold temporary jobs, and job loss often means a loss of work and residence permits,
pushing them into irregular status without protections. Migrant workers were
“invisible to Covid-19 responses” despite the essential work they did, and
needed to be factored into national plans. Returning migrant workers could
also bring skills that could help their home economies rebuild after the Covid19 downturn, said the ILO. But the families of returning migrants could suffer
financially from the loss of remittances normally sent to them.
Monitoring reports by the ILO suggest that globally the young working
population has borne the brunt of the pandemic. One of the biggest blows
dealt by the pandemic, and the consequent lockdown, has been to the livelihoods of the young working population, especially those in the lower income
groups. Even as countries and international agencies struggle to get an estimate of the extent of working hours reduced, the quantum of salaries
trimmed and the number of jobs lost, early reports suggest that globally, the
young population (representing the “lockdown generation”) has been hit the
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hardest. Nearly 94 per cent of the world’s workers live in countries that have
a record of workplace closures. There has been a 10.7 per cent decline in
the hours of work, equivalent to 305 million full-time jobs.
Regionally, the Americas, Europe and Central Asia present the largest
losses in terms of the number of hours worked. Globally, young people have
endured multiple shocks such as disruption of education, employment, training, incomes and job prospects. According to the report, 178 million young
workers globally, or four in 10 young workers, were employed in sectors that
have now been hard hit. About 77 per cent of young workers were in informal
jobs, as compared with 60pc of adult workers. Technical, educational and
vocational and on-the-job training has been severely disrupted by the pandemic. According to a joint survey by the ILO, UNESCO and World Bank, 98
per cent of the respondents reported complete or partial closure of training
and vocational schools. Over two-thirds of such training is provided through
online mechanisms. The lack of digital skills among teachers and students
has severely impacted educational as well as vocational skill training in lowincome countries. Owing to a weak infrastructure and limited access to the
Internet and Information Technology (IT), only a minuscule proportion of lowincome countries had shifted to online teaching, preferring instead to listen
to television or radio broadcasts or use traditional teaching methods. School
closures were reported to be the maximum in Africa.
A joint survey by the ILO and partners of the Global Initiative on Decent
Jobs for Youth has reported that since the onset of Covid-19, one in six young
people had stopped working, and not of their own volition. Among the employed youth, a 23 per cent reduction in the hours of work was reported. Over
10 per cent of young students reported that they were unlikely to complete
their studies, while half of those surveyed reported that their studies had been
delayed. More than half of young people surveyed had become vulnerable
to anxiety or depression since the onset of the pandemic. One in six young
people surveyed had stopped working, and 60 per cent of women and 53
young men in the survey viewed their career prospects with uncertainty and
fear. Young people who had discontinued working ran the highest risk of anxiety and depression.
According to the World Bank, 176 million people are expected to be
pushed into poverty by the coronavirus crisis and two-thirds are in South Asia.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF), which approved around $732 million
of emergency loans for Bangladesh, noted that up until the crisis, the country’s
economy was growing close to seven per cent a year on average but, “We
now project two per cent for 2020, a drop of six percentage points from 2019.”
While announcing a $1.386 billion disbursement to Pakistan in late April, the
IMF warned that the pandemic’s impact on its economy would be significant,
“giving rise to large fiscal and external financing needs”. The crisis could cause
a loss of Rs3tr to Pakistan’s gross domestic product (GDP), which was expected to increase by three per cent, but it will now go down by -0.4pc. At
least 10 million more Pakistanis will drop below the poverty line because of
the toll of the pandemic, according to the Pakistan Economic Survey. Around
one in four Pakistanis are currently too poor to meet basic needs, but the
figure is predicted to rise closer to 30pc. The number of Pakistani jobs lost to
the virus could be between 1.4m and 18.5 million. The situation poses extraordinary challenges, which require out-of-the-box solutions.
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Ambitious fiscal targets
Shahid Hussain

The government expects a quick economic recovery when the spread of
the coronavirus slows down. Pakistan has suffered a loss of over Rs3 trillion to the national income after dismal economic performance last fiscal
year as all indicators painted broad-based setbacks. It has set ambitious
fiscal consolidation targets in the current year budget, which will be difficult
to achieve because of the pandemic.
The Pakistan Economic Survey 2019-20 shows all fiscal targets were
missed by a huge margin in the last fiscal year. The survey paints a gloomy
economy of the economy. The pandemic has played havoc with the Pakistan economy, like elsewhere in the world. The data released by the government presents a poor performance as all economic indicators have
nosedived and the government blames Covid-19 for a loss of over Rs3 trillion to the national income. Like the last fiscal year, uncertainty persists
because of the pandemic.
According to Fitch Ratings, one of the three major global rating agencies, Pakistan’s fiscal consolidation targets presented in its FY21 budget
on June 12 will be difficult to meet amid the economic shock and health
crisis because of the coronavirus pandemic. Pakistan’s public finances are
a key credit weakness. “The new budget forecasts a decline in the fiscal
deficit to 7pc of GDP in FY21. However, this assumes tax revenue will increase by 28pc from the estimate for FY20 and will prove to be challenging
in the absence of new tax measures, especially if the economic growth remains slow,” it noted.
The rating agency has forecast deficits of 9.5% of GDP in FY20 and
8.2% in FY21, pushing the public debt-to-GDP ratio up to 89% of GDP.
However, it projects that the ratio will begin to fall after FY21, but this depends on the government’s ability to make progress in fiscal consolidation
and on GDP growth rates. The government’s limited fiscal headroom within
its rating category will constrain its ability to provide a more robust fiscal
response to the coronavirus as the number of cases continues to rise rapidly in the country. According to the agency, the country’s rating also reflects a fragile external position given the high external debt repayments.
Liquid foreign exchange reserves remain low at around $10.1 billion but
import compression has increased reserve import cover to about 3.6
months. Moreover, lower oil prices are expected to offset the decline in remittances, which will keep the current account deficit stable at around 2%
of GDP through FY21. External liquidity will be supported by the country’s
participation in the G-20’s Debt Service Suspension Initiative, which the
government estimates will delay servicing payments of around $1.8 billion
in 2020. Pakistan also received $1.4 billion of emergency support from the
IMF under the Rapid Financing Instrument in April, in addition to its existing
$6 billion Extended Fund Facility (EFF). The agency expects the release
of accumulated tranches from the EFF over the coming months.
Earlier, the Asian Development Bank projected Pakistan’s economy,
which was expected to contract by 0.4pc in FY2020 as the Covid-19 outbreak further restricted economic activity, would regain some pace and
grow at 2 percent in the upcoming fiscal year 2020-21. It said overall the
developing Asia would barely grow as containment measures to address
the coronavirus pandemic hamper economic activity and weaken external
demand. “Economies in Asia and the Pacific will continue to feel the blow
of the pandemic even as lockdowns are slowly eased and select economic
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activities restart in a ‘new normal’ scenario,” said ADB Chief Economist
Yasuyuki Sawada in a statement. “While we see a higher growth outlook
for the region in 2021, this is mainly due to weak numbers last year, and
this will not be a V-shaped recovery. Governments should undertake policy
measures to reduce the negative impact of Covid-19 and ensure that no
further waves of outbreaks occur.”
Risks to the outlook remain on the downside. The pandemic may see
multiple waves of outbreaks in the coming period and sovereign debt and
financial crises cannot be ruled out. There is also the risk of renewed escalation in trade tensions between the United States and the People’s Republic of China (PRC), the ADB noted.
The World Bank has warned that the swift and massive shock of the
pandemic and shutdown measures to contain it have plunged the global
economy into a severe contraction. According to its forecasts, the global
economy will shrink by 5.2pc, the deepest recession since the Second
World War, with the largest fraction of economies experiencing declines in
per capita output since 1870.
Projecting Pakistan’s GDP growth to contract in the second consecutive
year in the current fiscal year and touching negative 0.2pc, the World Bank
has pointed out that the benefits of decreased oil prices might be offset by
falling remittances inflows in Pakistan and India. According to the Global
Economic Prospects Report, Pakistan’s GDP growth would continue
shrinking in the current fiscal year and it might touch negative 0.2 percent
of GDP against a revised projection of negative 2.6 percent for the last fiscal year. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has also lowered its global
growth forecast in the wake of the pandemic.
Pakistan’s economy is badly hit by the pandemic, with GDP in FY20
feared to shrink by -0.38pc. Agriculture contributed to an increase of 0.5
percentage points, while the industrial and services sector are projected
to drag the overall growth figure by 0.52pps and 0.36pps. Its hope of making a V-shaped recovery belies the logic and ground realities.
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Light at the end of
the tunnel?
Husnain Shahid

At a time of depressing forecasts for the global and Pakistan economy, a
new report suggests Pakistan could grow at 2pc in the current fiscal year
2020-21. It shows Pakistan is on the path to recovery and it will progress
quickly after the coronavirus pandemic ends.
“Pakistan’s economy was on the path to recovery before Covid-19, and
once its impact subsides, Pakistan will resume its efforts to address macroeconomic imbalances and initiate structural reform, likely holding economic
growth to a projected 2.pcin FY2021,” the Asian Development Bank said
in its Asian Development Outlook. It projected Pakistan’s economy to regain some pace and grow at 2 percent in fiscal year 2020-21.
Hit hard by Covid-19, South Asia is forecast to contract by 3pc in 2020,
compared to 4.1pc growth predicted in April. Growth prospects for 2021
are revised down to 4.9pc from 6pc. India’s economy is forecast to contract
by 4pc in fiscal year (FY) 2020, ending on 31 March 2021, before growing
5pc in FY2021. Economic activity in Southeast Asia is expected to contract
by 2.7pc this year before growing by 5.2pc in 2021. Contractions are forecast in key economies as containment measures affect domestic consumption and investment, including Indonesia (-1.0pc), the Philippines (-3.8pc),
and Thailand (-6.5pc). Viet Nam is forecast to grow 4.1pc in 2020. While
that is 0.7 percentage points lower than ADB’s April estimates, it is the
fastest growth expected in Southeast Asia.
Central Asia’s economic activity is expected to contract by 0.5pc compared to the 2.8pc growth forecast in April due to trade disruptions and low
oil prices. Growth is forecast to recover to 4.2pc in 2021. Restricted trade
flows and declining tourism numbers have dampened economic outlook
for the Pacific subregion. The subregional economy is forecast to contract
by 4.3pc in 2020 before rising to 1.6pc growth in 2021.
It said overall the developing Asia would barely grow in 2020 as containment measures to address the coronavirus pandemic hamper economic activity and weaken external demand. It forecasts growth of 0.1pc
for the region in 2020 which is down from the 2.2pc forecast in April and
would be the slowest growth for the region since 1961. Excluding the newly
industrialized economies of Hong Kong, China; the Republic of Korea; Singapore; and Taipei, China, developing Asia is forecast to grow 0.4pc this
year and 6.6pc in 2021. Economies in Asia and the Pacific will continue to
feel the blow of the pandemic this year even as lockdowns are slowly
eased and select economic activities restart in a “new normal” scenario, it
said.
East Asia is forecast to grow 1.3pc in 2020—the only subregion to experience growth this year—while growth in 2021 will recover to 6.8pc.
Growth in the PRC is forecast at 1.8pc this year and 7.4pc in 2021, compared to the April estimates of 2.3pc and 7.3pc, respectively.
Inflation for developing Asia is forecast at 2.9pc in 2020, down from a
forecast of 3.2pc in April, reflecting depressed demand and lower oil prices.
In 2021, inflation is expected to ease to 2.4pc. The ADB suggested that
the inflation rate would remain 8pc against the earlier projection of 8.3 percent in the new fiscal year.
The government expects that a V-shaped economic recovery is highly
likely when the spread of the coronavirus slows down, according to the
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Pakistan Economic Survey 2019-20. It notes that the country was on the
path to stabilisation until the pandemic hit and hence, any assessment of
the economic performance should be made with respect to both pre- and
post-Covid-19 basis. The pre-pandemic situation was marked by extraordinary improvement on the external front, driven by a 70.8pc plunge in the
current account deficit to $3.3 billion during July-April FY20. It was mainly
due to a 29.5pc contraction in trade deficit and 5.5pc increase in workers’
remittances.
It was accompanied by a surge in foreign direct investment of 137.3pc
to $2.1b in July-March, which the survey attributes to the improvement in
the ease of doing business index by 28 places. Similarly, improvements
were witnessed on the fiscal side, where the government even posted a
primary surplus in FY20, and year-on-year growth in tax collection – despite missing the 2019-20 target. However, in the post-pandemic situation,
the economy has taken a hit with GDP in FY20 expected to shrink by 0.38pc.
The national economy had begun showing signs of improvement with
foreign exchange reserves growing steadily, fiscal and current account
deficits coming under control, encouraging progress on FATF conditions,
a stable outlook from global credit rating agencies and confidence provided
by the IMF loan programme. “However, this optimism is now subject to
risks arising from the global and domestic spread of Covid-19,” the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) said in its second quarterly report. It had revised
down its projection for economic growth by half a percentage point to 3pc
for the year after infection cases started rising slowly in the country in the
second half of March.
“These projections (gross domestic product/GDP growth) are now likely
to be revised downward further,” the central bank said, but did not elaborate as to what extent growth numbers would weaken further. International
financial institutions, like the World Bank, anticipated negative growth of
1.3pc in Pakistan’s economy for the first time in the past 68 years – since
1951-52. The SBP said domestic economic activity and consumer demand
were all set to weaken in response to the measures that were must to contain the coronavirus pandemic including suspension of domestic and international flight operations and strictly tightened cross-border movement.
The statistics show Pakistan was steadily progressing when the pandemic struck. It has made required structural reforms in the meanwhile and
can hope for a V-shaped recovery after the pandemic passes.
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Heading for a national
government?
Raza Khan

A series of important political developments and statements point towards an
approaching crisis in the country as the need for widespread reconciliation
among political actors to drive the country out of multi-dimensional problems
has become exigent.
The most important recent political development in the country is parting
ways of the Balochistan National Party-Mengal (BNP-M) with the coalition government, led by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) of Prime Minister Imran
Khan. The second important development is a statement by Khawaja Asif, a
senior leader of the main opposition party, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), that his party was ready to support a “national” government even led
by a PTI prime minister other than Imran Khan, to drive the country out of the
crisis aggravated by the fast spreading Covid-19. The third important political
development is a reported meeting of estranged senior PTI leader Jehangir
Tareen with the PML-N head Nawaz Sharif in London. Tareen refuted the reports of meeting Sharif but something seems to be cooking up.
Insofar as leaving of the BNP-M from the coalition government of the PTI
is concerned, it is really a setback to the latter as it has a very thin majority
margin in the National Assembly of Pakistan. Although the BNP-M only has a
handful of members in the Lower House of Parliament, yet its bidding adieu to
the treasury benches would dent the federal government. The stance of the
BNP-M for leaving the federal government of the PTI is very solid. According
to BNP-M President Akhtar Jan Mengal, the PTI government has not been
able to fulfil the basic promises, which it had made with his party while joining
the coalition after the July 2018 national elections. The promises include addressing the key issues of Balochistan province as well as recovering missing
Baloch political activists. The missing persons are considered to be in the custody of the security agencies. Although many missing Baloch nationalists have
been recovered since the PTI came to power, yet many are still missing, according to the BNP-M.
There is no doubt that PM Khan’s focus on Balochistan has left a lot to be
desired. Not only PM Khan could not visit the province for a sufficient number
of times but he has also not come up with a viable development strategy for it
and any out-of-the-box solution to address the grievances and sense of deprivation of the people of Balochistan. In fact, as a national leader being an ethnic
Pashtun and a resident of the Punjab as well as being a national sporting hero
and a great philanthropist, he was expected to address the issues of Balochistan. But he has not been able to do it so far. There are political problems for
PM Khan as the security establishment also has a lot of concerns over activities
of Baloch nationalists. Moreover, PM Khan’s party, the PTI, does not have the
requisite political strength in the National Assembly to come up with viable legislation and policies on Balochistan, or for that matter, any aspect and sector
of governance, particularly federation-provinces relations and issues. When a
government team went to meet BNP-M Chief Sardar Mengal, he logically said
that he would not return to the government fold and if the PTI government
wanted to win the support of Balochs it should fulfil the promises made to them
and then entire Balochistan would be with PM Khan. This is really a thoughtprovoking statement and PM Khan must pay heed to it.
Small political parties representing smaller federating units, specifically
Balochistan, must be within the federal government and this always has whole-
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some effects on the state of the union of the county. However, for it to happen,
the major coalition partner, which today is the PTI, must show flexibility. However, the problem with all the major coalition parties, whether it was the PMLN, the PPP or now the PTI, is that they get most of their support from the Punjab
province or Sindh and only have parliament members from Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces to strengthen the coalition without any real
agenda to provide the smaller provinces rights and fulfil their demands. The
state of affairs has been harming the federation and democracy in the country.
Coming to the issue of forming a national government in the country to face
multiple crises, the foremost question ought to be: whether such an arrangement is possible and secondly, whether it is tenable? At the moment, the main
opposition party, the PML-N, supports the idea, but the PPP does not seem to
be clearly tilting in favour of it. The problem with the PML-N is twofold. On one
hand, the party does not even have a government in a single province and on
the other, members of its family-based leadership are either in self-imposed
exile (read absconder) or facing substantial corruption cases in the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB). In the situation, it aptly suits the PML-N to support
a national government. In this way, the party would get rid of PTI chief PM
Khan, who has been personally very clear to recover ill-gotten national wealth
from the Sharif family, particularly from former three-time Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, who was declared “dishonest” by the country’s Supreme Court for possessing properties beyond his known or declared sources of income. The PMLN thinks once PM Khan is removed even if the national government is led by
any other PTI leader, it would deal with the situation. In other words, it is a kind
of political support from the PML-N to the PTI to save its own skin. Moreover,
the PML-N thinks that once somehow returning to the power corridors even
as a coalition partner of the PTI in the Punjab, it could keep its power base
intact in the province. It is important to note that after the BNP-M has left the
federal government, estranged members of the PTI in the national and the
Punjab assembly have also raised their concerns, putting pressure on the party
high command either to accommodate them in the cabinets or they may think
of joining the opposition.
Moreover, estranged PTI leader and PM Khan’s former close aide, Tareen,
may not have met Nawaz Sharif in London as per his own refutation of such
reports. However, the reports at such a moment seem to be aimed at creating
panic within the ruling coalition and problems for PM Khan. Tareen’s relations
with PM Khan started weakening when the latter ordered an enquiry through
a commission into the price hike of sugar in the country. As Tareen has several
sugar mills in Pakistan, he was also found to be involved in illegal price hike of
the commodity. So, the statement of PM Khan after the reports of a TareenSharif meeting that he would bring everyone to justice involved in the sugar
scam must have been a clear message to Tareen. Thus, a national government, which is being discussed in the political circles, is not meant to address
the problems of the country but aims at respective political aggrandizement of
the members of the country’s top political elite. If all shades of political opinion
want the country to come out of the crisis, they must fully support the PTI government unconditionally, at least for a couple of years. Continuation of democracy is the only way forward for the country, however, the nature of the political
system could be debated.
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Behind PM Khan’s intention
to revisit 18th Amendment
Raza Khan

As it was being reported that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government wanted to revisit the 18th Constitutional Amendment, Prime Minister
Imran Khan has unequivocally declared that there are many problems with
the law and it needs to be rectified. However, there is more to this than
meets the eye.
Recently visiting Karachi after several months, PM Khan while talking
to journalists said: “Devolution is always effective for a good governance
system. I have no objection to the 18th Amendment nor am I against it. But
they have included several things in that reform in haste. They definitely
needed to be reviewed and fixed.”
PM Khan while expounding his view noted, “In the devolution system,
powers are transferred from provinces to local administration. But here we
see that our local bodies don’t enjoy any power. All powers are enjoyed by
the chief minister and he has become a kind of dictator. He’s not offering
powers to the local administration. Effective devolution functioning requires
a three-tier system but here it’s stuck in two tiers.”
It may be mentioned that the 18th Constitutional Amendment was made
with a near consensus by all political parties of the country in April 2010.
Under the amendment, the Concurrent Legislative List of the Constitution,
upon which both federal and provincial governments could legislate and
develop administrative infrastructure, was abolished and the departments
contained in the list were devolved to the provinces. It was the longstanding
desire of the provinces, specifically of their so-called ethno-linguistic groups,
to abolish the Concurrent Legislative List of the Constitution of 1973, as
promised by the framers, after 10 years of the promulgation of the Constitution. Therefore, when the amendment was made, it was highly appreciated by ethno-linguistic groups of Pakistan. In fact, the 18th Constitutional
Amendment is referred to be the single most significant achievement of the
ethno-linguistic groups in the history of the country. The credit was also
given to the then President of Pakistan and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari for making it possible.
PM Khan has made it clear that he did not aim at totally abandoning the
18th Constitutional Amendment but only rectifying anomalies in it. While
shunning the amendment may be problematic, the PM’s observations about
its anomalies hold a lot of water. As the PM pointed out that the provinces
have been reluctant to install local government systems and secondly, if
they are compelled to install them, they are not willing at all to provide them
with financial and administrative powers. If the local government system,
whose existence is also a constitutional provision, is not in place or is dysfunctional due to lack of financial and administrative powers, basic needs
and services to the citizens could never be ensured. Secondly, the local
government system and bodies serve as nurseries of democracy and leadership. So, without them one cannot have democratic culture in the country
out of which many leaders may emerge. The crisis of democracy and that
of governance in Pakistan has partly been due to the continual non-existence of local government structures in the provinces. Due to it, even basic
and municipal services are to be provided by provincial government ministers or departments, which are not at all meant for it. The result has been
total administrative crisis and chaos.
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The provinces have not been willing to install local government bodies
for two main reasons. Firstly, the government by a particular political party
in a province does not want to share administrative and financial powers
with members of other parties which may form district or local governments.
Even if district, tehsil or union council governing bodies are from the same
party, having its government at the provincial level, the provincial leadership
does not want to share powers and perks with its party people on the local
level. It fundamentally has been due to the absence of democratic attitudes
and mindset in the country. Being in government is considered a privilege
by many and a source of economic and financial self-aggrandizement. So,
PM Khan is right in noting that the provinces have not been willing to devolve powers to districts and other lower tiers of the government and, therefore, the 18th Constitutional Amendment has problems.
The fact of the matter is that the spirit of the 18th Constitutional Amendment was the devolution of powers, resources and finances from the federal
government to the provinces. However, the spirit cannot be realized if powers are not devolved to the grassroots level where most of the people live
and could participate in decision-making and allocation of resources.
Insofar as the importance of the 18th Constitutional Amendment is concerned, beyond any doubt it was historic and the provinces rightly got their
due financial and administrative powers under the federation. Although
ethno-linguistic groups may have been celebrating the passage of the
amendment as their biggest ever victory, yet the real victory was of the state
of Pakistan. Because the non-provision of political, constitutional, economic
and cultural rights of the provinces, mostly representing ethno-linguistic
groups, have always been exploited by the same ethno-linguistic groups
to launch a tirade against the state and federation.
The 18th Constitutional Amendment may be of great value and PM
Khan’s intention to rectify some of its anomalies may also be equally good.
However, the basic question is whether PM Khan’s party, the PTI, has the
requisite parliamentary strength to revisit the 18th Constitutional Amendment and make rectifications to it? It is not at all the case as the PTI just
has a bare majority in the National Assembly and is far from it in the Senate
of Pakistan. Then why PM Khan is debating the issue? He may be talking
like a statesman, who just wants to point out the problems of the governing
system. However, by starting a debate on the 18th Constitutional Amendment he may have been disclosing the problems the federal government
is facing in ruling the country, which obviously he should, to take the people
into confidence. It is important for the country and people more than the
political future of the country. While the PTI may not touch the 18th Constitutional Amendment for lack of requisite parliamentary strength but if it remains so, the political system’s survival would be at stake. In fact, the
parliamentary political system has so many problems, some so incorrigible
that the country cannot be run smoothly as the collapse of many state institutions is already obvious. It could be clearly observed in day-to-day remarks of our Supreme Court while hearing cases involving state entities
and bodies. One reckons the country is moving towards a complete overhaul of the political system as is evident from the statements of PM Khan,
the most important outcome of the extant system.
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Covid-19: An economic
crisis of global proportions
Muhammad Jahangir

The coronavirus crisis continues to rage around the world, decimating both
strong and weak economies and devouring the livelihood of millions of
people. The pandemic has caused serious financial damage and negatively impacted the gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate of all the
economies, big and small, including Pakistan. With continuous rise in the
human toll, the economic damage to different sectors across the globe has
come as a major shock for all the countries. The unprecedented downturn
is estimated to have caused a total global GDP loss of $9 trillion. There is
no example in modern economic history of such a colossal loss to production and exports.
Mercifully, Pakistan has fared better than many other countries in the
face of the raging pandemic. According to available figures, the projected
change in the GDP of many countries in year 2020, as compared to 2019,
would be as follows in case no second wave of the coronavirus hits the
globe:
UK -11.5%, France -11.4%, Italy -11.3%, Spain -11.1%, Euro area 9.1%, Russia -8%, Canada -8%, Brazil -7.4%, US -7.3%, Germany -6.6%,
Japan -6%, India -3.7% and China -2.6%.
Compared with the numbers, Pakistan’s GDP next year is estimated to
be around – 0.4. According to the Economic Survey of Pakistan, the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) is estimated to have incurred a loss of
Rs3 trillion. The GDP was expected to increase by three per cent with the
support of economic policies, but it would now go down by -0.4pc.
The latest figures quoted by the world media show that the United
States’ GDP during the current quarter was down by 48% and that of the
United Kingdom by 20.4% in the month of April alone.
On the other hand, the European Union’s GDP, which is 20% of the
global GDP, saw its sharpest decline in the last 14 years.
According to the World Bank’s latest report, the baseline forecast envisions a 5.2 per cent contraction in the global GDP in 2020, using market
exchange rate weights—the deepest global recession in decades, despite
the extraordinary efforts of governments to contain the downturn with wideranging fiscal and monetary policy support.
Expert studies show that most countries will face severe recession in
2020, with per capita income contracting on an unprecedented scale globally since 1870. Advanced economies are projected to shrink by 7 per cent.
As per one international report, every region is subject to substantial
growth downgrades. East Asia and the Pacific will grow by a scant 0.5%.
South Asia will contract by 2.7%, Sub-Saharan Africa by 2.8%, the Middle
East and North Africa by 4.2%, Europe and Central Asia by 4.7%, and
Latin America by 7.2%.
The World Bank has warned that the advanced economies are projected to shrink by 7-8 per cent, adversely impacting the outlook for emerging markets and developing economies, which are forecast to contract by
2.5 per cent as they try to fight off the negative effects of coronavirus outbreaks.
Although it faced opposition from many quarters, yet the PTI govern-
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ment moved fast to contain the recession by reopening various sectors,
including construction, industry and agriculture with strict adherence to the
standard operating procedures (SOPs). It also launched the Ehsaas support programme for the provision of financial support to the large vulnerable segments of society.
Under the programme, an amount of Rs122.99 billion has so far been
distributed among a total of 10,118,814 people in various categories.
The Indian government’s response to the pandemic was hesitant,
patchy and half-hearted which created severe hardship for the people, particularly to millions of migrant workers who were left high and dry as the
Modi’s government imposed one of the world’s harshest Covid-19 lockdowns. In the process, Narendra Modi inflicted unprecedented damage on
India’s economy and on the poor, who live from hand to mouth at the best
of times.
According to some estimates, more than 120 million people lost their
jobs and incomes immediately after the lockdown was ordered in India on
March 24. And about half of the country’s population of 1.38 billion is likely
to have been impoverished, with many approaching starvation levels. After
weeks of callous disregard for the plight of tens of millions of migrant workers, the government announced grain rations for them for only two months.
The workers were hungry and homeless after suddenly losing their jobs,
and with public transportation locked down, many had no choice but to
walk hundreds of miles with luggage and children to their villages. Hundreds died on the way.
A well known India economist has pointed out that the Indian government did not take care of hundreds of millions of daily-wage labourers and
urban workers. The Modi administration also ignored the pressing need
for a large-scale transfer of central funds to bankrupt state governments
that had little funds to spend on healthcare and social protections.
There is a consensus of opinion among experts that by contrast, Pakistan has done a much better job of looking after its poor hit by the coronavirus crisis.
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Budget 2020-21

Unrealistic estimates,
ambitious targets
Muhammad Jahangir

There is little doubt that in times, like the present one, it is difficult
to make a budget, especially with regard to the targets and estimates relating to tax collection, growth projection, etc. This is
what Adviser to the Prime Minister Dr Hafeez Sheikh meant in
his post-budget press conference when he talked about the “uncertainty” surrounding the budget because of the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic. According to him, only when there is clarity about the actual impact of the pandemic, the accuracy or otherwise of the targets set in the budget 2020-21 would be
determined.
No one can dispute this line of argument but the fact remains
that a budget document is a policy statement relevant for one
year, a time period that should provide a reasonable level of
comfort to all stakeholders within an economy, enabling them to
decide whether the time is right to invest and begin operations
in units, sectors irrespective of their objective being profit maximization or providing necessary physical and social infrastructure to the people.
As noted by many analysts, a significant aspect of the 202021 budget is that it maps out no strategy for the productive sectors to jumpstart the economy. An example is the Rs50 billion fiscal relief with respect
to customs and inland revenue in the budget for the next year. But the government did not deem it appropriate to rationalize its decision that it had
made in the budget 2019-20 when it decided to do away with presumptive
tax because it militated against documentation and the objective of matching income with assets as it maintained the same high rates of withholding
tax, terming it minimum tax. In view of economic experts, retaining the high
rates on the minimum tax is regressive if we plan to quickly revive the
Covid-19-stricken economy.
Another point of objection is the raise in petroleum levy collection for
the next year, which is budgeted at Rs450 billion against the Rs260 billion
collected in the revised estimates of the current year (as opposed to the
budgeted Rs216 billion for 2019-20). It implies projecting a significant rise
in demand that envisages a best case scenario in terms of Covid-19 pandemic's impact on our economy next year. But signs are that the expected
economic turnaround may not materialise soon.
The estimate of Rs100 billion to be raised from privatisation is also not
considered realistic. The International Monetary Fund (IMF), based on its
Rapid Financing Instrument documents, has pointed out that Pakistan
failed to privatise state enterprises as pledged earlier, while conditions for
privatisation are not favourable now due to the pandemic.
There are also unanswered questions about the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) tax collections target of Rs4.9 trillion which is considered to
be too optimistic and unrealistic. It may be added here that Dr Hafeez
Sheikh has lamented that the share of the Centre in the divisible pool was
Rs2 trillion. But he did not mention the Rs501 billion from other taxes, with
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the petroleum levy forming the bulk of revenue from the source, and Rs1.1
trillion non-tax revenue or an additional Rs1.6 trillion giving a grand total
of Rs3.6 trillion. Debt servicing, in spite of the deferment of loan and interest payments on foreign loans due to the pandemic, is projected at Rs2.9
trillion (Rs2.6 trillion as mark-up on domestic debt), which together with
defence accounts for a total current expenditure of Rs4 trillion. This works
out to a shortfall of Rs400 billion.
It is relevant to mention here that an additional Rs2.3 trillion has been
earmarked for other items under current expenditures with pensions (military and civilian), running of the civilian government as well as Rs50 billion
contingencies, accounting for another Rs1 trillion. The remaining Rs1 trillion is budgeted for grants (Rs238 billion for the Ehsaas programme out
of a total allocation of Rs819 billion) and subsidies. Pays and pensions are
a ticking time bomb.
On the other hand, the Ministry of Finance has submitted a concept
paper for a study to formulate a comprehensive pension plan with the objective of proposing necessary steps from inception to launch and operations of the pension scheme, a project scheduled to start next month and
end July 2022, at an estimated cost of Rs12.560 billion, including a $75
million loan from the World Bank (Rs 11.963 billion).
Like the previous governments, the PTI government too has shown a
tendency to set ambitious revenue collection targets. The targets do not
in the end translate into action with the result that all growth assumptions
fall to the ground. On the other hand, ambitious targets result in higher
taxes for the average man further squeezing their living standards. The
approach particularly needs to be avoided in an economy which has suffered hard knocks from Covid-19.
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Education

Education allocations
figure-fudging
Rasheed Ali

For years on years, we have been witnessing an allocation of huge
amounts in yearly financial bills for the education sector, but no visible improvement has taken place in the sector for decades. The billions of rupees, allocated in the past decades, badly failed to bring millions of
children to schools.
According to UNICEF, Pakistan still has the world’s second-highest
number of out-of-school children, estimated at 22.8 million, aged 5-16, representing 44% of the total population in the age group. The allocations
have failed to improve the country’s literacy rate, still hovering around 6065% for years, according to official figures, while independent studies show it is no more than 52-55%.
Educationists believe the government allocations, either
in the Centre or in provinces, are not aimed at the development of the sector but only meeting non-development
expenditure. A huge chunk of the allocations is consumed
by the teachers under the head of their salaries but, regrettable, they fail to produce the desired results when compared with private sector teachers in the country.
People had a lot of expectations from cricketer-turned
politician Imran Khan that he would specially focus on the
education sector to bring about a major change in the field.
However, his party’s governments in the Centre and two
provinces – Punjab and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa – failed to
make a significant improvement in the budgetary allocations for the sector in their first financial bills last year (201920) and for the upcoming year.
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-led coalition government
earmarked Rs. 83.363 billion for education affairs and services in the federal budget for 2020-21 against the revised
allocation of Rs81.253 billion for the current fiscal year,
showing a slight increase of around 2.5%. It proposed an
allocation of Rs64 billion for the Higher Education Commission in the annual budgetary allocations and Rs4.5 billion
under the Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP)
for ongoing and new schemes undertaken by the Federal
Education and Professional Training ministry. According to
budget documents, Rs4.1 billion has been earmarked for
the ongoing schemes and Rs355 million for the new
schemes.
According to the financial bill, the bulk of expenditure of
Rs70.741 billion has been allocated for tertiary education
affairs and services in the budget 2020-21, which is 84.9%
of the total allocation under the head.
A review of budget documents shows that the government earmarked Rs.2.931 billion for pre-primary and primary education affairs for 2020-2 against Rs2.83 billion for
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2019-20; Rs7.344 billion earmarked for secondary education affairs &
services for 2020-21 against Rs6.718 billion for 2019-20; Rs1.237 billion
for administration against Rs1.407 billion for 2019-20, which was later revised to Rs727 million.
Last fiscal year, the government had allocated Rs29.047 billion to HEC
for implementation of 138 development projects (128 ongoing and 10 new
projects) of public sector universities/ higher education institutions. During
July-March of the fiscal year 2020, an amount of Rs22.738 billion (around
80% of the total allocation) had been authorized to HEC for meeting ex-
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penditure against ongoing project activities.
However, the allocations for higher education by the federal government failed to satisfy the governing body of the Higher Education Commission (HEC). Its representatives deplored the cut in the budget by
another Rs5.90 billion from the committed indicative budget ceiling of Rs70
billion for fiscal year 2020-21.
In a telephonic talk with Cutting Edge, a spokesperson for the HEC
said the cut would adversely affect the country’s higher education system
and force a shutdown of universities. The reaction of the HEC governing
body was shared after its two-day 36th meeting, which was held in the
third week of June 2020. The HEC chairman, Tariq Banuri, chaired the
meeting.
Budgetary allocations for the sector in the population-wise biggest
province, Punjab, were more demoralising. A comparison between the allocations made by the Pakistan Muslim League-N government in its last
year, and those made by the PTI-led coalition government for the upcoming fiscal year’s ADP showed that the funding for education has dropped
from Rs82.61 billion in 2017-18 to Rs36.64 in 2020-21, a staggering decrease of over 55%. School education showed a decline of over 48%, as
the government earmarked only Rs27.6 billion for the fiscal year 2020-21.
Also, the development budget for provincial higher education witnessed
a decline of over 78% as the PTI government allocated only Rs3.9 billion
for the current fiscal year.
The budget documents showed that the special education sector had
also been neglected as the government allocated only Rs555 million,
showing a decrease of 48% when compared to the provincial Annual Development Programme of 2017-18. Literacy and non-formal basic education witnessed a decline of over 51% as the government earmarked only
Rs2.5 billion for the upcoming fiscal year under the head.
Pakistan People’s Party’s Chief Minister in Sindh, Murad Ali Shah,
claimed in his speech in the assembly that the province’s education budget
for fiscal year 2020-21 had been increased to Rs244.5 billion when compared to Rs212.4b for 2019-20. He said that despite resource constraints,
the government had allocated funds which were 25.2% of the current revenue budget.
The budget document reported an allocation for development priorities
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of universities and boards to the tune of Rs3.3b. For FY 2020-21, Rs1b
had been allocated as grant-in-aid for the Education Management Organisation (EMO) for handing over the management of schools to EMOs.
Moreover, Rs6.6 billion were allocated for the purchase of furniture and
fixture, Rs6.1 billion for new activities with the help of international donor
agencies, Rs2.3 billion for free textbooks, Rs1.8 billion for school management committees to meet the requirements of schools, Rs5 billion for the
repair and maintenance of school buildings, Rs480 million for an Emergent
Need Fund for meeting new initiatives under Covid-19 and Rs663.4 million
for educational assets of proscribed organisations of Sindh taken over by
the government of Sindh.
Interestingly, every year, the Sindh government claims making more
and more allocations for the education sector. But the ground realities
never change. The chief minister, Murad Ali Shah, admitted last year in a
meeting with a 38-member delegation of the Foreign Service Academy,
comprising diplomats from China, Afghanistan and Pakistan, that at least
6.4 million children in the age group of 5-15 years are still out of school.
They make 40% of their age group population in the province.
Also, the education minister informed a cabinet meeting that there were
7,611 shelter-less schools, 10,516 single-room schools, and 18,507 tworoom schools in rural Sindh. He also admitted that out of a total of 49,103
government schools, there were 18,660 schools which were being run by
a single teacher. Another startling revelation the minister made at the cabinet meeting was that there are 11,441 schools in Sindh, where not a single
student is enrolled.
The education literacy situation is not much different in KhyberPakhtunkhwa province, which is being run by Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
party. For fiscal year 2020-21, the provincial government allocated Rs1.3
billion to address the financial challenges of public universities. The minister, in his budget speech, announced an additional amount of Rs500 million
for Pak-Austria Fachhochschule Institute in Haripur. He said that Rs110.6
million would be spent on the Swat University of Engineering and Technology while Rs1.3 billion would be utilised for construction of 74 colleges.
The government also allocated funds in the budget 2020-21 for the provision of tablets to school teachers for online education and classes. He
said the decision was taken in the wake of the pandemic, adding that cash
would be provided to teachers for the purchase of tablets.
The minister said that schools would be revamped, 300
new schools would be constructed and 534 were being upgraded. To meet the demand of teachers, 21,000 new inductions would be made, while 30,000 additional assistant
education district officers would also be appointed to improve the standard of schools and quality of education. He
claimed that a campaign would be launched in 13,000
schools to improve enrolment.
Perhaps the minister was unaware of the fact that his
party has been ruling the province for the last seven years,
and every year beautiful promises are made in the budget
speeches. But the ground realities keep telling different stories. KP still has some 2.6 million children out of school.
Despite passing 13 years to the October 2005 earthquake,
most of schools destroyed by the earthquake have not
been reconstructed till date, and over 100 schools are
awaiting construction in two districts of Hazara division.
And lastly, Balochistan, the mineral-rich and area-wise
biggest province of the country: it seems its problems are
also as large as its geographical boundaries. Its Sardars
and ruling elite have never made any sincere efforts to
make their subjects educated.
In a budget speech in the Balochistan Assembly on
June 20, a minister again announced allocations in millions
and billions for the education sector, like all other sectors.
Finance Minister Zahoor Ahmed Buledi announced that
this year also, more than Rs63.5 billion had been allocated
for the education sector. But, we all know, these are only
numbers. The numbers have failed to make any difference
in the past, and this year too, there will be no change on
the education horizon of Balochistan. It will persist with the
lowest literacy rate of around 41% (official figures, the actual number falls far below it); its 2.3 million, out of total 3.6
million, school-age children will again stay out of school,
there are still 3,500 ghost schools, over 2,000 ghost teachers were removed from service last year, but who knows
how many more are still there.
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Viewpoint

Coronavirus — a shaper
of a new world
Faheem Amir
Nature is very powerful. With its immense power, it can create and destroy anything in the blink of an eye. Man, a very small part of nature, has also been gifted
with many powers which he uses to control, harness and conquer other objects
of nature, like oceans, space, animals etc.
By using his power of reasoning and imagination, man has created many
societies, states, countries and civilisations. Man also loves wars and killings.
To satisfy his animalistic instincts of killing, he has already fought countless
bloody wars with other human beings. By abusing his gifted powers, man has
also disturbed the balance of nature. He kills animals, cuts forests, creates pollution, wastes natural resources, destroys the ozone layer and echo system.
Nature, in return, takes its revenge in the form of floods, earthquakes, eruption
of volcanoes, storms, tsunamis, famine and epidemics. History tells us that nature, in its fury, has already destroyed many human civilizations, nations, communities and societies. Man is helpless against the mighty power and fury of
nature.
Now, in our modern age and times, the coronavirus pandemic has exposed
the helplessness of man very clearly and badly. In December 2019, Covid-19
emerged in China's Wuhan. It was declared a pandemic on March 11, 2020.
Till now, over 8.3 million people have been infected by the virus globally. And,
more than 450,000 people have died in the world while over 4.1 million people
have been recovered. In Pakistan, more than 163,177 cases of the coronavirus
have been reported while around 3,165 people have been killed by the virus so
far. Tragically, in spite of modern technology, scientists of the entire world have
not yet developed any vaccine to control the virus. The world is waiting for a
miracle to get rid of the pandemic. The situation is a clear manifestation of the
utter helplessness of man against nature. The crisis has already changed the
behaviour of mankind. Life will never be quite the same again in many countries
of the world. Even, political, economic and social systems of many countries will
be influenced and changed by the pandemic in the coming days. Many thinkers
and writers are of the views that the pandemic is already influencing international
relations and the balance of political and economic power in the world. China
has come forward to help Italy. The UAE and Iran, hitherto at odds, are cooperating to defeat the virus. The Philippines has announced a ceasefire with Communist rebels. The concept of global interdependence is gaining more
importance among the people of the world.
However, the pandemic has also triggered many negative and pessimistic
notions among many intellectuals. Stephen Walt, professor of international relations at Harvard University, writes in the Foreign Policy magazine: “The pandemic will strengthen the state and reinforce nationalism. Governments of all
types will adopt emergency measures to manage the crisis, and many will be
loath to relinquish these new powers when the crisis is over. Covid-19 will also
accelerate the shift in power and influence from west to east. The response in
Europe and America has been slow and haphazard by comparison (with China,
South Korea and Singapore), further tarnishing the aura of the western “brand.”
We will see a further retreat from hyper-globalisation, as citizens look to national
governments to protect them and as states and firms seek to reduce future vulnerabilities. In short, Covid-19 will create a world that is less open, less prosperous and less free.”
Simon Tisdall says the crisis has exposed “authoritarianism and democracy,
globalisation and multilateralism, fragile world, resilience and paranoia. “After
the nightmare of coronavirus, the world will take a fresh start”. He writes in the
Guardian: “China’s challenge to US hegemony was already strengthening on
many fronts before the Covid-19 crisis erupted. The pandemic may accelerate
this shift. For US-allied democracies that value open governance, civil rights
and free speech, this is a worrying prospect. The trend towards centralised, authoritarian rule evident in countries such as India, Brazil and Turkey, and typified
by China and Russia, has coincided with the rise of rightwing nationalist-populist
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governments and parties in Europe. Some are now following China’s lead in attempting to weaponise the virus for political ends”.
“The US government’s pandemic leadership has been its own special brand
of catastrophe. It has placed its own citizens in unnecessary peril, while sidelining itself from acting as a global crisis leader,” wrote Mira Rapp-Hooper of the
US Council on Foreign Relations. “This domestic and international governance
crisis could change the nature of the international order in several ways,” she
continued. Some analysts suggest that the concept of globalisation and free
market will lose its importance in the coming days. “The pandemic could be the
straw that breaks the camel’s back of economic globalisation,” wrote Robin
Niblett, director of the Chatham House think tank. For Robert Kaplan of the Eurasia Group, “coronavirus is the historical marker between the first phase of globalisation and the second. Globalisation 2.0 is about separating the globe into
great-power blocs with their own burgeoning militaries and separate supply
chains, about the rise of autocracies, and about social and class divides that
have engendered nativism and populism.”
Branko Milanovic, a professor at the London School of Economics, writes:
“If governments have to resort to using paramilitary or military forces to quell,
for example, riots or attacks on property, societies could begin to disintegrate.
Thus the main, perhaps even the sole objective of economic policy today (rather
than supporting financial markets) should be to prevent social breakdown”.
Interestingly, many world leaders, politicians, scientists and experts are using
a word “war” to describe their efforts against Covid-19. French President Emmanuel Macron has repeatedly declared “We are at war”. Donald Trump calls
himself a “wartime president”. There are similar challenges and problems in a
war and a pandemic. Albert Camus in his novel La Peste (The Plague) writes:
“There have been as many plagues in the world as there have been wars, yet
plagues and wars always find people equally unprepared. When war breaks
out, people say: “It won’t last long, it’s too stupid. And war is certainly too stupid,
but that doesn’t prevent it from lasting. Stupidity always carries doggedly on.”
Simon Tisdall says that Covid-19, like a war, has created divisions in every institution everywhere in the world. “Radical social upheaval may be the welcome
price of eventual victory. It’s often said, after a major conflict, that things will never
be the same again. Nor should they be. Historically, war often leads to revolution.
Armchair generals Trump and Johnson please note”, writes Simon Tisdall.
Like other countries, the pandemic will also bring about change in Pakistan.
In the coming days, the situation may worsen. Imran Khan’s PTI government
has shown criminal negligence in handling the pandemic. His non-seriousness
and stubbornness for imposing selected lockdowns, not strict and complete
lockdowns, have already killed more than 3,000 people in Pakistan. While, thousands of people, including doctors and health workers, have already become
infected with the virus. Tragically, many doctors and health workers have also
lost their lives in the fight against the coronavirus.
Imran Khan has kept aside all scientific evidence, expert advice of the
WHO and policies which countries, like China and New Zealand, followed
successfully to combat the virus. Resultantly, the virus is spreading very fast.
According to Pakistani media, the Imperial College London has predicted
that 2.22 million people could die in Pakistan if lockdown is not imposed. Its
report says that Pakistan will reach the peak on August 10, 2020, when
around 80,000 deaths will occur.
One hopes it will never happen, as the number of the cases has started
declining after smart lockdown was imposed in many cities. However, if a
large number of people die, there will be unrest and chaos in Pakistan. The
prevailing corrupt and fake democratic system could be abolished. Imran
Khan and his PTI party members and leaders of all other political parties will
bear the brunt of the Pakistani people’s anger. War often leads to revolution.
Imran Khan should know it.
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Opinion

The N-word
Fakir Syed Ayazuddin

Over the last decade, the N-word became unfashionable and was dropped from all discussions and
was never used in public or TV debates because
of the racism connotation which had by now become unacceptable. The N-word itself seemed to
disappear from the lexicon and simply seemed to
vanish.
The Chinese or the Modi misadventure in
Ladakh, which has resulted in a forceful counterattack by the Chinese, gave a defeat to their Indian
counterparts, which was embarrassing in its severity and its numbers. The humiliation suffered by
the Indian army was apparent to all except the Indian media, which in the beginning was triumphant
in its stories of victory by the Indian army. When
the truth was exposed, the Indian media pressed
for details but the numbers were quickly denied
and the Indian government issued a suppression
order, gagging the media from releasing information, which would cast an unfavourable light on the Indian humiliation.
India claimed its soldiers were mutilated after being beaten to death by
Chinese forces in a clash that sparked fears of a war between the two nations. The Indian media also carried pictures allegedly showing the spiked
weapons used in the brutal hand-to-hand brawl in the Himalayas. The brutality of the fight in the Galwan Valley is reportedly fueling fury in New Delhi
as anger simmers between the nuclear-armed nations. Shocking details
have emerged over the fight which allegedly happened when 55 Indian
soldiers came across 300 Chinese troops on a mountain ridge. At least 20
Indian soldiers - including officer Bikumalla Santosh Babu - died in the
fighting which took place hand-to-hand with improvised weapons. Bats
spiked with nails and wrapped in barbed wire were reportedly used - with
one Indian official describing the Chinese force as a "death squad". It is
unclear how many Chinese troops died in the fighting. No bullets were
fired, with the two sides respecting a treaty that bars firearms within a mile
of the Line of Actual Control - the de facto border between the nations.
Later, talks were held to try and deescalate the situation which is the latest
violent chapter in a decades-long border row. The violent deaths are the
first fatalities in the feud since 1975, and the world is now watching with
bated breath for the two sides to find peace.
Till the start of the Chinese campaign, the Indians had been crowing
about their nuclear prowess and this nuclear threat was aimed primarily
at Pakistan and the ability to wipe out Pakistan by this nuclear firestorm.
Pakistan was forced to issue counter-threats where its own N-abilities were
used to show how they would counter the Indian nuclear abilities. However,
after China entered into the frame India has suddenly dropped the N-word
from its harangue.
The Indian media and the Indian government stay silent on the use of
its nuclear ability and threats to Pakistan or anyone else for that matter.
Suddenly the N-word has been dropped from the Indian vocabulary. India
has realised that the game has changed. It is no longer the regional superpower it once claimed to be. Its bullying days are over, there is some-
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body bigger and stronger that has entered the fray.
India’s humiliation at the hands of the Chinese has triggered a series
of other countries joining in the anti-India movement. Nepal has drawn new
maps showing its territories which now include those once claimed by
India. The Nepalese have stated that they will exercise a military option to
regain control of these areas. This must come as a shock to the Indian
government, which may have considered the Nepalese a docile subservient class, now they are suddenly realising that the Nepalese Gurkha
is the acknowledged greatest warrior the world has seen.
The proof lies in the huge number of Victoria Crosses garnered by the
good cause in their wartime exploits. No amount of Indian bragging can
deny the Nepalese fearsome reputation. The Indian media may cry itself
hoarse but they cannot deny the Gurkha abilities in war.
The Indian military power does not bear close scrutiny as most of the
fighters in the Indian army are Sikhs, who now have doubtful loyalties, as
Modi and his RSS have been persecuting the Sikhs as a non-Hindu minority.
This distrust, voiced by Modi himself, prompted the Sikhs to issue a
statement that they will not participate in any war against the Chinese because of their humiliation by Modi and his RSS thugs.
The Indian strength lies in its huge film industry, which commands a
very large following and audience throughout India. This power does not
translate into soldiers.
The heroes on screen cannot translate into warriors on the battlefield
where wars are fought and won or lost. The last few weeks have seen the
world power distancing themselves from India’s Modi, the US and Russia
indicated that they will not take sides in the conflict and would prefer the
Chinese position to prevail. This is a judgement by the world that may decide the fate of the Modi government.
Another aspect is the use of Israeli pilots against Pakistan, this cannot
now continue as the Israelis cannot be seen attacking a Chinese partner.
If India must fight, it fights alone.

19

Viewpoint

The incredible India?
Askari Raza Malik

It was on an Indian national day that boys and girls of Indian origin of a
high school in the US staged a show. The theme, “The Incredible India”
was a true reflection of the Indian media, pretentious, boastful, frivolous
and tedious. The amusement was writ large on the faces of the audience.
The uncanny smile said it all. The unsuspecting innocent kids had made
a laughingstock of themselves mimicking their native media craze. They
did not realize that the audience was not all Indian.
India is unique in many ways, from its proud heritage, architecture, preModi philosophical pluralism, glamour and amazing natural beauty to miles
and miles of roads littered with human defecation on a daily basis. Its number of illiterates and poor, each, exceeds the entire population of Pakistan.
It is ranked one in the world for rapes. Two hundred million untouchables
are lesser humans and for its oppression of the minorities India is being
graded worst in human rights violations.
Modi can go berserk. Anyone in his place, an uneducated, uncouth
petty tea vendor without a worthwhile background, social or political, catapulted to the highest position in the most populous democracy in the
world could have gone off his rocker. Only an exception would keep his
sanity intact. But then what went wrong with everyone else in this gigantic
mass of land and living beings, the land of intellectuals, writers, philosophers and humanists, exceptional men and women, who have done India
proud. Why are all the existing big names not up in arms in this defining
and most consequential time in Indian history? Why the great have been
outdone by a pigmy? Why the fascist narrative of a bigoted reactionary
has overshadowed the grand vision of Gandhi and Nehru? Pakistanis
would shiver at the prospect of handing over their country to a fanatic like
him. How can a billion and a half Indians afford a peaceful night sleep with
Modi at the helm of affairs?
There is a popular saying in Pashto which means that the biggest
masochist makes the biggest sadist. Only a Modi biographer could tell the
miseries poor boy Modi might have gone through before being picked up by
the RSS goons. There is a lot hidden behind his animal behaviour. Only a
good Indian psycho analyst might be able to fathom the dark side of his life.
The founding fathers of India had the vision to realize that a lasting edifice of the Indian Union could only be built on the concept of secularism.
A large and heterogeneous population, a strong caste system and variety
of colour and creed had never allowed India to remain united in the recent
and distant past. Fascism and racism are the ideologies that must lead
India to fragmentation. Modi’s one-point agenda to marginalize the minorities beginning with the largest minority, the Muslims, has lost focus on
many core national issues. In form, substance and methods he is a Nazi
to the hilt.
The biggest damage Modi has done to India is to politicize its military.
Its institutional esteem is at stake. The DGMO of any army is a highly regarded professional. He plans and conducts operations. His statements
ought to be pragmatic, based on cold-blooded military logic. When the Indian DGMO appears again and again in the media, telling lies about the
Indian surgical strikes and Pakistani intrusions into Indian territory to
please his saber-rattling political bosses with no evidence to show on the
ground, he loses respect. An Indian army chief making as preposterous a
claim as his ability to take on China and Pakistan together, only makes
professionals across the world laugh out loud.
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Modi has arbitrarily changed the special status of Kashmir, an established disputed territory. He has taken over nine million Kashmiris hostages
for the last almost one year. He is killing the Kashmiri youth at will. The Indian army continues to leisurely indulge in ceasefire violations across the
LoC and international borders. It is well aware that the bombing and shelling
create little impact on the Pakistan military. They kill only the civilians, men,
women and children. Safoora Zargar, a woman journalist, is in prison for
speaking against Modi’s atrocities. She is pregnant with accompanying
complications. The Hindu judge rules that she must suffer for inciting dissent. Human rights organizations all over the world writhe in frustration and
pain. The world should wait, history tells, until a Hitler strikes.
Unfortunately, under the present geopolitical realities, Modi seems to
have been caught in a no-win situation. Every Pharaoh must blunder into
his Moses. So has Modi. India’s sly maneuvers on the Indo-China border
with the intent of annexing Ladakh, a disputed territory like Kashmir, were
picked up by China pretty early in the day. According to my favourite, General (retd) Tariq Khan, “China landed five thousand troops in the Galwan
Valley dominating the only communication link to Indian Daulat Beg
Brigade…now totally unsustainable and operationally untenable”. China,
by this one move, has also secured the CPEC project against India’s nefarious designs.
If India persists in its folly, it will be repeating “the Himalayan Blunder”
of 1962. Discretion is the best option for India, as it knows like everyone
else does that the Indian military is mortally scared of the Chinese. I agree
with Gen Tariq Khan that India, for face saving, claims that it would be able
to resolve the issue bilaterally. Realistically, “the deed is done” for India.
The situation is irreversible. Ladakh is lost with its strategic implications
that should be of serious concern to India. This is an end to India’s dream
of regional leadership and its friends’ fallacious hopes for finding a regional
match for China. Modi has no one else but himself to blame for leading
“the incredible India” up the garden path.

(The writer is a retired major general and author of the book “Pakistan in
Search of a Messiah”)
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Opinion

Violation of SOPs
Ahmed Suleman Khan

It’s official that spreading Covid-19 has become a glaring example of public-private partnership between the so-called government and the masses
to spread it as far as they can – as per the new psychological contract between the citizens and the state under the new normal.
The violation of SOPs remains the only SOP that’s been followed in
letter and spirit while the government is doing all it can under the umbrella
of the democratic special purpose vehicle (SPV) known as NOCC whilst
the Premier and his Cabinet have actively “outsourced” management of
the virus to the local authorities, industry owners, and managerial staff
even when the local bodies election weren't held on time and the changes
to the local bodies act weren't implemented in letter and spirit and the general public which was never trained with the discipline that was required
to be exhibited to confront the pandemic is on the loose.
While the concept of herd immunity serves a placebo effect, it also took
out the “fear” element which was a vital component to ensure SOP compliance - thanks to multiple rants, speeches and pressers that were never
synchronized by the Information Minister and sent out conflicting bad advice. When you search for Google for everything and rely on social media
for information - the conspiracy theories take a toll on the government's
policy as well - which they did and would not have had they relied on medical experts and think-tanks. Eid-ul-Fitr became a super-spreader as opposed to congregational prayers which many had feared, while economic
activity accounted to Rs15 billion compared to Rs45 billion last year as
most were only involved in window-shopping. People started behaving like
corona had ended – with the end of Ramadan. While tons of conspiracy
theories have taken the internet by storm which have only helped corona
so far – the attempt to engage Tik Tokers is debatable – but what can you
expect from a government which wanted to hold a concert of a band called
Akcent to register its protest over what is going on in IOK. When the Tiger
Force met a backlash on social media, the Premier thoughtfully reconsidered his decision and assigned them the task of handling the locust attack.
One has to give credit to the PTI where it is due – the budget surpassed
all expectations by leading economics and major opposition parties because its financial wizard know as Asad Umar was handling the press conferences and presentations at his new assignment while some genuinely
felt that it is an internship leading to a full-time job as the PM. The Premier
must have taken a sigh of relief as the man who took the economy from
the ICU to the graveyard a year ago failed the important litmus test, so is
the opposition wrong to claim that the PTI especially the Premier is hiding
his government’s pathetic pre-Covid-19 performance on almost every front
behind economic catastrophe that corona has pulled on the nation whilst
tempering with the economic numbers reflected in the recent Economic
Survey, the unrealistic targets that are mentioned in the budget, the mismatch between the numbers of the SBP/Ministry of Finance as well as the
actual number of corona patients and deaths caused by it through massive
under-reporting on similar lines that he used to temper the ball, keep it hidden in the left hand till the last moment, rub the pitch with his foot, shine
one side with hair oil and you would see him ‘reverse swing’ like no one in
the golden days of his cricketing career.
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Hafeez Sheikh blew the whistle with mentioning a loss of revenue of
around Rs3,000 billion – can you really blame it all on the corona? Last
year, the FBR met a shortfall of Rs600 billion and Shabbar Zaidi had to
leave but let’s forget that and blame it all on corona because it’s more convenient. Just what exactly was the Premier thinking of re-opening a lockdown that was never imposed by him in the first place, yet he took all the
credit for the lives it saved, yet blamed all the “elites” for the economic collapse that it had brought out otherwise the economy was doing just “fine”
as the current account deficit had been brought down to an almost zero?
Is that the only economic indicator to judge the economy with? One thinks
instead of bringing the current account deficit to zero – he should have
brought down the R0 to zero or at least less than 1 before easing of the
so-called lockdown – because the economic damage that it had done was
already done by disrupting the demand, consumer trends, buying behavior,
income cycle, manufacturing and services sector.
The western countries eased the lockdown in an incremental approach
only after the six conditions mentioned in the guidelines of WHO had been
met, besides, things were lovely out there for most of them as pre-Covid19 it was all jobs, drugs, party, beaches and women for them – but just exactly how “normal” was the situation before Covid-19 in Pakistan if not
pathetic compared to the western nations in terms of most socio-economic
indicators that the government wanted to impose the “new normal” which
seems quite abnormal to even a majority of most abnormal people that
are suffering from mental health problems. Two abnormalities cancelled
each together or stand next to one another as a reflection of our collective
evil behaviours? One agrees that the death rate is low compared to other
countries, but what scientific logic/data drove this political gamble of herd
immunity despite helplessness on part of the government, incapacitated
healthcare infrastructure, no reliable means of delivering ration/cash programs ( in eyes the Premier at least).
The exponential rise in R0, the death toll, new infection rates, compromising 80pc of the population, will not only lead to more deaths, but also
weaken people enough to the extent that they would succumb to other diseases or to the second or third wave of Covid-19.

21

Conflict

India’s humiliation
Farooq Alay

Flared up by India’s strategic move to ramp up infrastructure along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China, Sino-India border tensions have
risen high in Ladakh as over 20 Indian soldiers, including a Colonel, were
killed in the Galwan Valley deadly clash, the first in last 45 years.
The two countries fought a war in 1962 when India suffered a humiliating defeat. China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said India
had crossed the border twice “provoking and attacking Chinese personnel, resulting in serious physical confrontation between border forces on
the two sides”. According to AFP, “No shots were fired” in this latest skirmish and there are reports that it was fought with rocks and clubs; the Indian soldiers were “beaten to death”. Last month, both sides exchanged
physical blows on the Sikkim border, too. Inside India, the Modi government is facing criticism over “great embarrassment and humiliation”.
India wrongfully disputes China’s 38,000 square kilometer territory and
3,440 km long LAC, and Pakistan’s 140,000 sq km territory with a 740 km
long LoC. Several rounds of talks have so far failed to resolve the boundary disputes; instead India has started building roads to boost its capability
to move men and material rapidly in case of a conflict with China and Pakistan. Security analysts believe that the Indian maneuverability is aimed
at blocking China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) under which the China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is being built. Already, India is struggling to contain a surge of Covid-19 infections and revive an economy
which looks headed for recession.
Hu Xijin, Editor-in-Chief of Global Times, tweeted that his understanding is that the Chinese side also suffered casualties in the Galwan Valley
clash. “Based on what I know, the Chinese side also suffered casualties
in the Galwan Valley clash. I want to tell the Indian side, don’t be arrogant
and misread China’s restraint as being weak.” The Sino-Indian conflict on
the LAC in Eastern Ladakh gradually generated enough heat to become
international news and grew in intensity by June. Making bold headlines,
the conflict is now flaring up in which the Indian government and military
turn out to be the losers. India has not only lost the territory, but also its
credibility. The silence of the Indian PM, who like President Trump, is obsessed with tweeting and making ridiculous claims, shows that he has
nothing left to tweet. The claim that the Indian army some days ago had
conducted a surgical strike and regained territory from the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA), just as he had done falsely in Kashmir, has
earned Narendra Modi a strong criticism from within and outside India. An
image of the Chinese soldiers pushing the Indian soldiers on ground and
tying their hands was the most humiliating sight flooding the social media
platforms and very upsetting and demoralizing for the Indian people.
It all started with both sides digging defences and Chinese trucks moving equipment into the area, raising concerns of a long faceoff. But interviews with former Indian military officials and diplomats suggest the trigger
for the flare-up is India’s construction of roads and airstrips. One of these
roads is near the Galwan valley that connects to Daulat Beg Oldi airbase,
which was inaugurated last October. The early March aggressive posturing
by India gradually fizzled out, and was replaced by reconciliatory gestures
of peace after the Chinese simply walked into Indian territory and scared
the Indian army to retreat and take refuge in their bunkers. The PLA in an
early morning walk was able to push back the stone-throwing Indians by
2.5 km along the LAC and reclaimed miles of their territory which is part of
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the Chinese Tibet. China has yet to regain 90,000 sq km of its territory
from Indian occupation, including Arunachal Pradesh or South Tibet.
The People’s Liberation Army (PLA), which is far superior in strength
and equipment, organized a large-scale military operation featuring thousands of paratroopers and armored vehicles to the Indian border in
Ladakh.The move shattered the confidence and morale of the Indian army
forcing them to retreat. Prime Minister Narendra Modi simply miscalculated the determination of Chinese leaders, back from beating the monstrous Covid-19, successfully calming Taiwan’s desire to rebel, the
Chinese were in no mode to tolerate Modi’s foreign policy of hugging and
betraying.
Flirting with Trump and agreeing to kowtow to US foreign policy, Modi
abused the Chinese policy of tolerance and nonviolence – no bullet has
been fired after the Chinese army defeated the Indian Northern Command
in 1962, so Modi decided to test the Chinese resolve by building solid military structures on Chinese territory. The Chinese government has never
accepted the British demarcation of the Tibet area and has rejected treatise which the British forced on the Chinese Qing dynasty.
The Indian expansionist and belligerent policy of annexing territories
of its neighbours has backfired in the Ladakh region. According to a newspaper editorial, “China is not Nepal or Bhutan and the Indian policy of eating away land will not succeed. The Indian army stands a zero chance of
countering a Chinese advance. The Chinese military has grown manifolds
and so has its economy since 1962. The Chinese GDP is five times larger
than India. The Indians know that rhetoric and gung-ho attitude can only
work on the Indian media not on the ground with the PLA”. Although President Trump has offered to mediate, yet his remarks about Hong Kong
and Taiwan further irritated China. Therefore, it is unlikely that the tainted
US mediation offer will work.
Under the circumstances, Islamabad’s concerns are genuine that the
Modi’s BJP-RSS-led government is becoming a threat to neighbours;
Bangladesh through the Citizenship Act, border disputes with Nepal and
China, and Pakistan threatened with false flag operation. Pakistan has
been forewarning the international community about the worrying pattern
for quite a while now, yet India’s large market has blinded the world to the
policies it employs at the state level, especially in occupied Kashmir.
It is now twelfth month that India has revoked the special status of the
Kashmir Valley and massive human right violations are going on under
11-month-long curfew. And the noise Pakistan has been making about
India’s aggressive, xenophobic policies, it must now make a lot more
sense to the world. The truth is that Islamabad has been offering negotiations on all outstanding issues since Musharraf’s times; he had offered
a four-point solution, and the successive governments have been calling
upon India to come to the negotiable table. The world knows that it is only
India that has always bulldozed every effort for peace.
Modi has falsely made Indians believe that India is an invisible regional
power. Indian generals know the ground realities in Ladakh and even in
Kashmir. After disappointing his nation on Ladakh and last February in
Balakot, India may try to reignite tension on the Line of Control to boost
his public approval ratings which have gone down due to the Covid-19
disaster and massive unemployment and economic meltdown. He is
doomed to fail.
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Your View
Hockey legend Hamidi

The Ladakh fiasco
At a height of 14,000 feet (Galwan Valley), the world’s first and second

Apropos an article paying tribute to Indian hockey legend Bal-

most populated countries and two nuclear powers engaged in violence.

bir Singh senior, who passed away in Chandigarh on May 25,

Thankfully for the planet they brawled with fisticuffs and threw stones at

aged 95. The article carries a photograph of Balbir standing

each other besides using barbed-wire-enveloped bludgeons to pummel

on top of the podium to receive the hockey gold medal at the

each other.

1956 Melbourne Olympics. Next to him, is another hockey

In the battle that took place over several hours, India lost 20 lives, in-

legend, Pakistan’s Abdul Hamid, popularly known as Hamidi,

cluding an officer commanding (colonel). New Delhi is claiming China

who led the country to glory in both the Olympic and Asian

lost 43 men as per radio intercepts, and their well-oiled propaganda ma-

games and brought similar laurels for Pakistan.

chinery has run riot and gone to town thereafter. India is alleging that

Pakistan’s team started giving a tough time to India which had

China’s aim is to “dominate Durbuk-DBO road, strengthen its position in

been ruling the game since 1928 when they became the

the Fingers area, halt the construction of link roads in Galwan-Pangong

world champions in the Amsterdam Olympics. Hamidi was a

Tso (salt lake) and negotiate de-escalation on its terms.” This is the as-

member of Pakistan’s hockey team in the 1948 and 1952

sertion of Maj Gen (Dr) G.G. Dwivedi.

Olympics respectively and captain for the 1956 Melbourne

India alleges that not only have the Chinese changed the status quo at

Olympics, where Pakistan won a silver medal. It was Pak-

the Fingers, the mountain spurs along the lake, but also built substantial

istan’s first ever medal in any Olympic discipline.

structures in the contested region of the Line of Actual Control. The hills

As an outstanding inside right, Hamidi was a prolific goal

protrude into the lake like fingers, and are numbered one to eight from

scorer and his tally of 16 Olympic goals remained Pakistan’s

west to east. According to India, the LAC lies at Finger 8, but China

record till 2008, when penalty corner specialist Sohail Abbas

points to Finger 4. The May 27 images by Planet Labs show dozens of

surpassed it. He was also a role model for his teammates

new structures, most likely tents, that have come up between Finger 8

who led by example. Under his captaincy Pakistan won the

and Finger 4 on the north bank of Pangong Tso, one of the main points

gold medal in the 1958 Asian games beating India in the final.

of contention in the current standoff. The Indian Express (June 6) claims

Hamidi attained eternal legend status by skippering Pakistan

this satellite imagery shows how the Chinese have changed the status

to their Olympic gold in 1960 at the Rome Olympics. That final

quo on Pangong bank. The Indian media is alleging that China had

is regarded as one of the finest moments in Pakistan’s sports

taken over 640 kilometres of Ladakh territory. On the other hand the Chi-

history along with the cricket world cup victory in 1992. Under

nese media insists that it is India which has violated the Line of Actual

his brilliant leadership, Pakistan ended India’s 30 year domi-

Control.

nation in hockey on Sept 9, 1960.

The Chinese assertion was confirmed by Prime Minister Narender Modi.

He served the game in almost every capacity: player, captain,

While addressing an all-party conference Modi said: “Neither have they

manager of the team and as secretary of Pakistan Hockey

(Chinese)” intruded into our border, nor has any post been taken over by

Federation. He attained similar success in his professional ca-

them. One wonders what was the point in whipping up of war hysteria by

reer, rising to the rank of brigadier. Hamidi passed away on

the Indian media.

July 12, 2019 at the age of 92 in Islamabad.
Amjed Jaaved

A hockey lover

Rawalpindi

Karachi

Indian embarrassment

Dispensary

After the embarrassment faced by India in Ladakh, the Indian

The population of Dandot village and its surrounding areas in Chakwal

establishment seems to be in disarray.

district is more than 23,000 people. There is not a single public health

I feel this is the time Pakistan must be fully prepared for any

centre to this population. The nearest public hospital is in Choa

dirty trick on the part of New Delhi. At the same time this is also

Saiden Shah which is more than 12 kilometres away.

an opportunity for Islamabad to apply pressure on New Delhi

Owing to this state of affairs, the private clinics levy high charges on

after it has started a quarrel with Kathmandu over territory and

patients. The poor people can barely afford such expensive medical

been rebuffed. Pakistan must persuade India that this is the

treatment but have no other option. The local government department

right time for it to come to the negotiating table and find a per-

is requested to allocate funds for the construction of a civil health dis-

manent solution of the Kashmir issue. This is an opportunity for

pensary in the village.

both countries which should not be missed.
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Dandot, Chakwal district
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Machine learning helped demystify a
California earthquake swarm

Latest claim of turning hydrogen into a
metal may be the most solid yet

Carolyn Gramling

Emily Conover

Circulating groundwater triggered a
four-year-long
swarm of tiny earthquakes that rumbled
beneath the Southern California town
of
Cahuilla,
researchers report. By
training computers to
recognize such faint rumbles, the scientists were able not only to identify
the probable culprit behind the quakes, but also to track how such mysterious swarms can spread through complex fault networks in space
and time. Seismic signals are constantly being recorded in tectonically
active Southern California, says seismologist Zachary Ross of Caltech.
Using that rich database, Ross and colleagues have been training computers to distinguish the telltale ground movements of minute earthquakes from other things that gently shake the ground, such as
construction reverberations or distant rumbles of the ocean. The millions
of tiny quakes revealed by this machine learning technique, he says,
can be used to create high-resolution, 3-D images of what lies beneath
the ground’s surface in a particular region. In 2017, the researchers
noted an uptick in tiny quake activity in the Cahuilla region that had, at
that point, been going on for about a year. Most of the quakes were far
too small to be felt but were detectable by the sensors. Over the next
few years, the team used their computer algorithm to identify 22,000
such quakes from early 2016 to late 2019, ranging in magnitude from
0.7 to 4.4. Such a cluster of small quakes, with no standout, large mainshock, is called a swarm. “Swarms are different from a standard mainshock-aftershock sequence,” which are typically linked to the transfer
of stress from fault to fault in the subsurface, Ross says.

Physicists are crushing it — hydrogen,
that is. Squeezing
the chemical element
to extremely high
pressure transforms
it into a metal, a trio
of
researchers
claims. The purported metallic hydrogen appeared at a pressure more than 4 million times that of Earth’s
atmosphere, the scientists report at arXiv.org. If confirmed, the achievement would fulfill a long-standing quest to produce the elusive metal, first
predicted in the 1930s to exist. The work has yet to undergo peer review.
But it is “definitely a very substantial step ahead” of previous research,
says physicist Alexander Goncharov of the Carnegie Institution for Science in Washington, D.C., who was not involved with the study. “I think
it’s quite conclusive it is metallic.” Other researchers are more skeptical.
Physicist Eugene Gregoryanz of the University of Edinburgh says that he
does not find the new experiment convincing, and notes that many previous claims of metallic hydrogen have been proven wrong in the end.
Some aspects of the result disagree with previously published measurements of hydrogen at high pressure, says physicist Isaac Silvera of Harvard University. In 2017, he and his colleagues reported spotting
hydrogen turning into a metal, a claim that was criticized by other scientists, including Gregoryanz. Physicist Paul Loubeyre of the French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission in Arpajon, a coauthor
of the new study, did not respond to requests for comment for this article.
Metallic hydrogen is particularly enticing to physicists because of predictions that it may be a superconductor, a material that allows electricity to
flow without resistance.
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People under 20 less likely to get coronavirus
Ralph Ellis
Young people don’t contract the coronavirus nearly as often as older people,
a new study says, and they don’t show symptoms as often.
The study published in Nature found that people under age 20 are half as
likely to get Covid-19 as the rest of the population. Young people also don’t
show symptoms as often, especially compared to much older people. Only
21% of people aged 10-19 showed any symptoms of the coronavirus, compared to 69% of people over 70. Researchers from the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine based computer simulations on information
about coronavirus transmission from Canada, China, Italy, Japan, Singapore, and South Korea.
The findings appear to back up observations of the CDC, which says in the
U.S. adults get the coronavirus at a much higher rate than children and usually have more severe symptoms. The study might help officials around the
world decide when to reopen schools. The researchers simulated outbreaks
of the flu and of Covid-19 and compared how school closures would affect
transmission of the diseases. In the simulations as well as in real life, closing
schools has helped curb the flu, the study says. But the simulations found
that closing schools had a limited effect on curbing Covid-19. "For Covid19, there was much less of an effect of school closures," said Rosalind

Eggo, an infectious disease modeler who co-led the study, according to
Reuters. The median age of a population made a big difference in the expected number of cases. “There were more clinical cases per capita projected in cities with older populations and more subclinical infections
projected in cities with younger populations,” the study said.

Blood type could impact odds for severe Covid-19
Robin Foster and E.J. Mundell
A person's genes and blood type may help determine their odds for a
nastier form of Covid-19, should they get infected with the new coronavirus, a new genetics study finds. Published online in the New England
Journal of Medicine, the research helps confirm earlier, more anecdotal
evidence that blood type was tied to better or worse illness. Now a team
of European researchers have found that people with blood type A had
a 45% higher risk of catching coronavirus and developing "Covid-19 with
respiratory failure," compared to people with other blood types. On the
other hand, people with type O blood had a 35% lower risk for this more
serious form of Covid-19. There are four main blood types: A, B, AB and
O. It's not clear why blood type might influence susceptibility to severe
disease. Dr. Robert Glatter, an emergency medicine physician at Lenox
Hill Hospital in New York City, noted that genes that control blood type
also play a role in the makeup of the surface of cells. Changes in cellsurface structure might influence the vulnerability of the cell to be infected
by the new coronavirus, he said. "We also know from previous research
that blood type affects clotting risk," he said, "and it's now quite evident
that critically ill patients with coronavirus demonstrate significant clotting."
he new study was conducted by a multi-institution group of genetic researchers known as the Severe Covid-19 GWAS Group. They analyzed
the genetics and blood types of more than 1,600 patients from Italy and
Spain, as well as more than 2,200 healthy controls. Besides the findings
on blood type, the group also found that certain gene clusters were tied
to higher odds of developing severe Covid-19 -- one such cluster raised
the risk by 77%, the team reported. According to Glatter, the genetic insights from the European study could also offer up new targets in the
search for a Covid-19 vaccine. In the meantime, states such as Arizona,
Florida and Texas are all seeing record-high one-day increases in new
coronavirus cases after reopening over the past few weeks. Why numbers are rising has become a point of argument between politicians and
scientists: Florida Governor Ron DeSantis said in a news conference that
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the rise in cases in his state is largely due to more widespread testing.
But epidemiologists have suggested that increased transmission, due to
businesses such as restaurants and bars reopening, is the true cause.
Backing up their claim, epidemiologists point to a concurrent rise in many
states of increased coronavirus hospitalizations, as well as a rise in the
percentage of positive results from tests. Concerns are also mounting
over hospital bed capacity in states seeing a rise in Covid-19 cases. But
according to the Times, Texas Governor Greg Abbott believes his state's
hospitals still have lots of capacity, even with 2,519 people hospitalized
with the illness. In New York, the former epicenter of the U.S. pandemic,
Governor Andrew Cuomo warned that a return to lockdown for his state
was possible. "If we have a high number of violations of the (reopening)
policy, which is tantamount to a high likelihood of the spread of the virus,
and the local governments are not monitoring policing, doing the compliance, yes, there is a very real possibility that we would roll back the reopening in those areas. The only alternative would be to pause the entire
reopening," Cuomo said at a news conference, CNN reported.
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The King of Staten Island

Da 5 Bloods

Alex Godfrey

Kambole Campbell

Judd Apatow said that he
increasingly wants to hit
the tone of the films that
shaped him — most notably the work of Hal
Ashby (Being There,
Harold and Maude) and
James L. Brooks (Terms
of Endearment, Broadcast News). Films that are as dramatic as they are funny. But Apatow’s
films have never been mere comedies (not that there’s anything wrong
with that). His first, The 40-Year-Old Virgin, was broad and bawdy but
enormously sweet, and all of his films since — from Knocked Up to Trainwreck — have gone for tears as well as laughs. His latest, The King of
Staten Island, though, takes itself that little bit more seriously. Saturday
Night Live’s Pete Davidson co-writes, produces and stars in this film that
draws, hugely, from his own upbringing. How much you fall for it will hang
on how much you warm to Davidson, who, partly for plot reasons, partly
not, is a bit of a blank canvas. His character, Scott, who has attention
deficit disorder, is as stubborn as he is numb, unable to commit to a relationship, or a job, or to adulthood. Self-loathing and self-destructive,
he smokes weed to slow down time. He may or may not be a talented
tattooist, but after he inks a young kid’s arm, the boy’s enraged fireman
dad, Ray (comedian Bill Burr), comes knocking — and ends up dating
Scott’s mother (Marisa Tomei).

Artemis Fowl
Helen O'Hara
The first of Eoin Colfer’s
Artemis Fowl books concerns a largely unrepentant
criminal mastermind in its
12-year-old hero, but his illegal edges have been considerably softened for his
film debut. It makes one of
children’s literature’s foremost rotters less fun than he should be, in the first
of a number of storytelling missteps in Kenneth Branagh’s big-budget adaptation. Set in Ireland (the film plays fast and loose with the country’s geography), this Fowl family only steal to safeguard certain items and preserve
the balance between the fairy and human worlds: the Rosetta Stone, Book
of Kells and something called an “Aculos”. That’s a magical object named
as the ransom demand when the globe-trotting Artemis Fowl Sr (Colin Farrell, underused) is kidnapped by a shadowy figure identified only as Opal
Koboi (the book series’ big bad). Young super-genius Artemis (Ferdia Shaw)
and his trusty right-hand man Domovoi Butler (Nonso Anozie) have to find
the Aculos, which for some reason they do by kidnapping fairy Holly Short
(Lara McDonnell) and inviting a home invasion. Colfer’s world is Bond — or
at least Stormbreaker — meets Peter Pan in its intelligence-versus-magic
plot, but this is less fun than that should be. In an effort to appear less Tinker
Bell, these fairies brandish high-tech weaponry and magic that can be
“jammed” remotely; even their wings are mechanical. It’s the humans here
who have magnificent libraries full of old books and odd relics, but that neat
reversal might work better if Artemis himself weren’t so tech-minded.
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It feels both reductive
and redundant to refer to
a Spike Lee joint as
“timely”, but his latest will
feel this way to many. Da
5 Bloods recaps a long
history of state-sponsored murder and abuse
of Black people, and
suppression of protests just like those against the recent police murders of
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade, and so many more. But this
film is also a conversation about American imperialism, weaving a connective thread between the crimes of law enforcement on home soil and the
disproportionate conscription of Black people, as well as horrifying atrocities
committed by US soldiers abroad. This already threatens to make the film
sound like a debilitating affair, but it’s far from it — if anything, it’s often quite
funny, with plenty of colourful banter to go around. The eponymous Bloods
are military veterans of different social strata and political alignment who
have returned to Vietnam to pay final respects to the leader of their unit,
Stormin’ Norman (Chadwick Boseman in flashback, with regal charisma),
and get rich by finding MIA gold while doing so. As tensions rise between
the old war buddies, Lee creates more thorny, complex morality than in his
other recent films; these characters were conscripted and exploited, but
were still part of an invading force. Characters and viewers alike are confronted by acts perpetrated by American infantry, as horrific images of war
crimes linger on screen, daring you to look away.

Resistance
Ella Kemp
Neither a fully drawn biopic
nor a galvanising or original
war picture, the execution of
Resistance remains as vague
as its title. Despite the smart
casting and convincing performance of Jesse Eisenberg
as mime artist-turned-war
hero Marcel Marceau, too much of the film obscures both Marceau’s talent and his story. Marceau’s identity is only explored in bullet-point
tropes, moving swiftly on once one-line character traits and dynamics
have been laid out. There is a somewhat strained relationship with his
father – who after seeing him perform a Chaplin act calls him “a clown
dressed like Hitler in a whore house” – which never really goes anywhere, a similarly inconsequential resentment involving his brother, and
a romantic subplot with fellow Resistance member Emma (Clémence
Poésy) that just fades into thin air. Every satellite character feels instantly
forgettable, from Marceau’s loved ones to a random officer on a train
asking for advice on how to raise his own child. The script seems constantly distracted, creating a scattershot portrait of a man who should
have just been given a straightforward celebratory biopic. And there
would be plenty to celebrate – Marceau’s most renowned achievement
being the evacuation of thousands of orphaned children across borders.
But this historic act is lensed in dark, almost indiscernible hues, only really explored over the final half-hour of the film.
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Confessions of an Innocent Man

Happiness is the way

David R. Dow

Wayne Dyer

Rafael Zhettah relishes the simplicity and freedom of his life. He is the owner and head chef
of a promising Houston restaurant, a pilot with
open access to the boundless Texas horizon,
and a bachelor, content with having few personal or material attachments that ground him.
Then, lightning strikes. When he finds Tieresse—billionaire, philanthropist, sophisticate,
bombshell—sitting at one of his tables, he also
finds his soul mate and his life starts again. And
just as fast, when she is brutally murdered in
their home, when he is convicted of the crime, when he is sentenced to
die, it is all ripped away. But for Rafael Zhettah, death row is not the end.
It is only the beginning. Now, with his recaptured freedom, he will stop at
nothing to deliver justice to those who stole everything from him. This is a
heart-stoppingly suspenseful, devastating, page-turning debut novel. A
thriller with a relentless grip that wants you to read it in one sitting. David
R. Dow has dedicated his life to the fight against capital punishment—to
righting the horrific injustices of the death penalty regime in Texas. He delivers the perfect modern parable for exploring our complex, uneasy relationships with punishment and reparation in a terribly unjust world.

Murder Mile
Lynda La Plante
There are no suspects and the manner
of death is different in each case. The
only link between the two victims is the
location of the bodies, found within a
short distance of each other near Rye
Lane in Peckham. Three days later another murder occurs in the same area.
Press headlines scream that a serial
killer is loose on “Murder Mile” and that
police incompetence is hampering the
investigation.

Financial Statecraft
Benn Steil and Robert E. Litan
As trade flows expanded and trade
agreements proliferated after World War
II, governments—most notably the United
States—came increasingly to use their
power over imports and exports to influence the behavior of other countries. But
trade is not the only way in which nations
interact economically. Over the past two
decades, another form of economic exchange has risen to a level of vastly
greater significance and political concern:
the purchase and sale of financial assets
across borders.
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In this book, which collects some of
Wayne's most classic teachings in paperback edition for the first time, you
will find a novel solution for most any
problem you may be encountering.
Wayne covers many aspects of life,
from how to respond with ability to
finding the mission of your life and redefining success, he provides comfort,
reassurance, and a fresh perspective
on the pursuit of happiness. For, as
Wayne was also fond of saying,
"There is no way to happiness. Happiness is the way.”

Intimations
Zadie Smith
Deeply personal and powerfully moving, a
short and timely series of essays on the experience of lockdown, by one of the most
clear-sighted and essential writers of our
time. From the critically acclaimed author of
Feel Free, Swing Time, White Teeth and
many more. “There will be many books written about the year 2020: historical, analytic,
political and comprehensive accounts. This
is not any of those - the year isn't half-way
done. What I've tried to do is organize some
of the feelings and thoughts that events, so
far, have provoked in me, in those scraps of
time the year itself has allowed. These are above all personal essays:
small by definition, short by necessity.” Crafted with the sharp intelligence,
wit and style that have won Zadie Smith millions of fans, and suffused
with a profound intimacy and tenderness in response to these unprecedented times, Intimations is a vital work of art, a gesture of connection
and an act of love - an essential book in extraordinary times.

The Mariner's Star
Candida Clark
The Mariner's Star is a short, sharp,
knock-out of a book. It's a gripping,
dramatic adventure and a mesmeric
love story: the last hours of a woman
who has lost those she loves at sea,
and sets out to face her own inevitable death. Whether or not she
will survive storms and shipwreck in
order to kill herself, or to find redemption, makes The Mariner's Star one of
the most exciting, shocking, powerful
novels you will ever read.
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