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revealed in a recent report by EU Disinfo Lab
shows that India can go to any length to fulfil
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Cover story

High on debt
Shahid Hussain

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan is trying to run the affairs of the country through borrowing. He used
to criticize the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government for
piling up debt on the country and promised to make the country self-sufficient after coming to power. However, his government too relied on expensive foreign commercial loans to meet its expenditure.
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s recent admission that his government
could not understand the affairs of the country for many months after coming to power has further eroded the confidence of the people in his ability
to perform. They believe a government, which cannot understand and
solve public problems in almost half of its tenure, would not be able to perform in its remaining time either. In fact, people’s problems have compounded in his rule because of bad governance. Prices of essentials, basic
amenities, electricity and gas have almost doubled and unemployment is
on its peak.
The government claims to have taken some harsh decisions, which
have put the economy on the right path. People are facing the hardest
times of their lives in the PTI government after the decisions. The rupee
has lost its value by one-third, electricity and gas prices have almost doubled and economic activity has slowed down as a result of policies of the
government. To compound the situation, the government has resorted to
record borrowing to meet its expenses, instead of raising revenue to make
the country self-reliant, which was part of the PTI manifesto. Pakistan’s
debt and liabilities have been on the rise over the past few years. It also
signed an accord with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a threeyear $6 billion bailout package aimed at shoring up fragile public finances
and strengthening a slowing economy.
Pakistan’s growing requirement for dollars also compelled it to obtain
expensive foreign commercial loans. In November alone, it borrowed $1.1b
from commercial lenders, pushing up the total debt flows in the first five
months of the current financial year to $4.5b. Pakistan’s foreign loan inflows have jumped by almost 45pc to about $4.5 billion in first five months
(July-November) of the current fiscal year as compared to the corresponding period in the last fiscal year. According to the Ministry of Economic
Affairs, the country has received a total of about $23.6b in foreign loans
during the PTI government since July 1, 2018. The government obtained
$4.499b external inflows from multiple financing sources during July-November of fiscal year 2020-21. It amounted to 37pc of the annual budget
estimates of $12.233b for the entire FY2020-21. In the corresponding period of fiscal year 2019-20, the external inflows stood at $3.108b, which
was around 24pc of the annual budgeted amount of $12.958b.
According to a breakdown given by the ministry, of $4.499b foreign
loans, about $1.3b, or 29pc, pertained to programme loans and budgetary
support, mostly from multilateral lenders, to help restructure Pakistan’s
economy. About $1.621b, or 36pc, was foreign commercial borrowing to
repay maturing foreign commercial loans. Over $518 million, or 12pc, was
received as project financing for development activities, presumably for
improving the socio-economic development of the country and asset creation. Another $60m, or 1pc, was short-term credit while $1b, or 22pc, was
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received in terms of time safe deposits during the current fiscal year.
Pakistan received $1.878b in foreign economic assistance from bilateral and multilateral development partners during July-November against
the budgetary allocation of $5.811b for fiscal year 2020-21 on concessional
terms with longer maturity. The Asian Development Bank provided $712m
and the World Bank $694m against the budgetary allocation of $2.257b.
France, the US and China provided $33.4m, $63.8m and $21.8m, respectively.
Total servicing of external public debt was $2.45b during July-October2020, against the annual repayment estimates of $10.363b for the entire
fiscal year. Of it, $2.035b (83pc of total external public debt servicing) was
repaid as principal and $415m (18pc) as interest on the outstanding stock
of external public debt. The government repaid $1.295b foreign commercial loans, $695m multilateral and $102m bilateral development loans during July-October. The ministry said since the outbreak of Covid-19, the
disbursements for project financing from development partners have
slowed down and the pandemic has resulted in most economic activities,
including work on development projects, coming to a halt. However, after
easing of pandemic-related restrictions by the government economic activity is reviving, which may lead to an increase in project financing in the
current fiscal year, it hoped.
Pakistan’s mounting external debt suggests the country has been
caught in a debt trap as it has to borrow loans to repay its old debt. Since
July 1, 2018, when the PTI government came to power, it has overburdened the nation with $23.6b in foreign debt. The external debt jumped by
$10.7b in the last financial year and $8.4b in 2018-19, with debt servicing
accounting for the largest budget expense. On the other hand, the government paid back $2.45b in the first four months of the current fiscal year
against repayment estimates of $10.4b for the whole year despite debt
payment relief by bilateral lenders in view of Covid-19.
The situation shows the government will have to borrow to repay its old
loans and debt would continue to pile up. It is a dangerous situation, which
cannot be left unattended for long. The government will have to increase
revenue and decrease its expenses to break the vicious cycle.
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Opinion

India’s info war
against Pakistan
Nasim Ahmed

India has for long been waging an information war against Pakistan in an
attempt to tarnish its image in the world. But what has now been revealed
in a recent report by EU Disinfo Lab shows that India can go to any length
to fulfil its hegemonic agenda in the region.
The report titled “Indian Chronicles: Deep Dive into A 15-Year Operation
Targeting the EU and UN to Serve Indian Interests” is a shocking document. Well-researched with verifiable evidence on systematic media manipulations by the world’s so-called largest democracy, it lays bare in
glaring details a vast network of disinformation designed to mislead public
opinion in Europe and elsewhere.
According to the report, over 750 fake media houses set up in 116
countries worked 24/7 to weave a vast network of deception, while more
than 550 domain names were registered under false names to carry out
the operation directed and choreographed directly from New Delhi. To create an aura of credibility around their suspicious activities, the string pullers
resurrected more than 10 dysfunctional NGOs accredited with the UN, fake
letterheads and multiple identity thefts.
It is indeed surprising that sitting smack in the middle of Europe, this
evil network for 15 long years kept misleading the international community
but was not detected. The UN and the EU were misinformed and adversely
influenced to formulate the kind of policies which directly served the foreign
policy goals of New Delhi. In fact, such massive and sustained was the
clever propaganda blitz by India aimed at misleading the international community, especially Europe and the UN that the EU Disinfo Lab, despite not
being not particularly focused on South Asia, was forced to undertake a
detailed investigation into the matter.
Without an iota of shame and guilt, known human rights activist Professor Louis B Sohn, who had died in 2006, was shown as alive in fake
websites to add an element of authenticity to fabricated propaganda stories. Further, photos and names of Martin Shuluz, former President of EU
Parliament, and James Purnell, former UK minister, were used in fabricated news items.
The Srivastava Group, an India-based cover business organisation,
started its anti-Pakistan media campaign in 2005 in complicity with the Indian news agency ANI. False and fabricated news concocted by fake
media outlets were distributed worldwide by ANI. It is clear that such an
intercontinental network purveying deceit and fraud could not have been
set up without state sponsorship. Fake NGOs and non-existent HR activists were used to agitate the issues of HRVs, terrorism, religious intolerance, press freedom and ethnic animosities. Pakistan was also the prime
target of events like seminars, interviews and protest marches organised
by shadow outfits.
Among other things, fake Baloch organizations were created to sow
the seeds of separatism in Balochistan. Attempts were also made to tarnish Pakistan’s image through fake videos, false news, social media troll
posts and made-up interviews.
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News stories were fabricated and planted on social media to present
India’s own state sponsored atrocities in occupied Kashmir as acts of
cross-border terrorism. No wonder that through incessant propaganda
India succeeded in misleading and confusing the world public opinion on
Kashmir. As a result, three Kashmir Centres at Brussels, London and
Washington ran into trouble and were ultimately closed down. The centres
were run by members of Kashmiri diaspora but their voice was silenced.
The implications of the outrageous disclosures made by the EU Disinfo
Lab should not be lost on Pakistan. India is a past master in the art of propaganda and its malice against Pakistan knows no bounds. Surely, its Europe-based anti-Pakistan disinformation enterprise won’t be the only one
of its kind. It must be running more such scams to fulfil its dream of imposing its hegemonic agenda on South Asia. India’s deep involvement in
massive Pakistan-centric influence operations is an undeniable proof of
its aggressive designs. It is time for Pakistan to get proactive and use its
diplomatic and intelligence resources to track and expose other such Indiasponsored disinformation matrices in operation elsewhere.
For more than a decade, India duped the international community
and negatively influenced the public opinion and policy makers on Kashmir, plebiscite, terrorism and minorities’ persecution. The brazen proliferation of lies to damage a particular country or nation is nothing short
of a criminal act in terms of international law and conventions. In order
to undo the damage caused by the Indian propaganda machine, Pakistan should hire lawyers of international repute to prepare and present
its case to the UNHRC, EU, the UN and other international forums. India
must be put in the dock for violating the UN Charter and the principles
of inter-state relations.
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Climate change

Water insecurity: An
emerging challenge
Nasim Ahmed

In its latest report, the Asian Development Bank has said that the
economies of Asia and the Pacific must put water security at the top of
their agenda to recover from the fallout from the coronavirus pandemic and
adapt to climate change.
The Asian Water Development Outlook 2020 discusses in detail issues
related to water security status in the region and measures the availability
of safe and affordable water supplies for all, improved livelihoods and
healthy ecosystems.
To quote ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa, “The need for water security is even more urgent due to the COVID-19 pandemic because access
to water, sanitation, and hygiene offers the primary line of defense against
the spread of COVID-19 and other diseases. Far too many people across
Asia and the Pacific continue to suffer from limited access to these vital
services.”
According to the report, despite progress in Asia and the Pacific over
the last few decades, 1.5 billion people living in rural areas and 600 million
in urban areas still lack adequate water supply and sanitation. Of the 49
ADB regional members, 27 face a serious water crisis with an adverse impact on economic development, while 18 others lack the capacity to protect
their inhabitants against water-related disasters.
To draw the right conclusions, the report uses updated methodologies
and in-depth analysis of water financing and governance developed in partnership with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD). An important finding is that countries should substantially increase
their investment in water, sanitation, and other water-related infrastructure
and services by convening all public, private, and innovative financing to
achieve quality growth and the Sustainable Development Goals. Funds
are also needed to enable and sustain a virtuous system of good governance, which requires efficient water-related organizations with sufficient
capacity and financial resources to enable them to provide coherent policies and take action when needed in a transparent way.
There is a wide range of recommendations in the report as to water security can be ensured. Among other things, water needs to be put at the
center of sustainable rural development by promoting water-effective irrigation agriculture, community-based water and sanitation services, and locally resilient disaster risk reduction, such as the combination of community
protection and farmland flood retention. This will enable a good economic
circle of locally affordable investment, income generation, proper management and operation, and an enhanced level of welfare for the people.
As for urban water security, it can be achieved by investing in water,
sanitation, and disaster risk reduction infrastructure services not only in
cities but also in slums and peripheral areas, while following a genderbased approach. At the same time, a healthy environment must be developed by drastically reducing pollution, stimulating a circular economy,
increasing land protection, and embracing nature-based approaches.
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Water systems should be made more resilient to avoid water-related disasters and to be prepared for climate and other global changes. Recent
lessons of disasters should be translated into better practices.
To improve the region’s water security, the ADB has programmed more
than $6 billion in financial and technical assistance between 2020 and 2022
to support safe water supply, sanitation, and wastewater measures; and
more than $2 billion for flood risk management in the same time period—
together with tailored knowledge services that promote innovation and
forge partnerships.
Where does Pakistan stand regarding water security? It is an established fact that Pakistan is faced with a serious water crisis. Pakistan is a
water scarce country where per capita water availability has dropped to almost 1,000 cubic meters. This has put our food security at risk. We have
a population of over 200 million to feed and for adequate food production
we need sufficient supplies of water.
Agriculture accounts for 19.3% of the country’s GDP and is by far the
largest user of water. Almost 90% of the available water, including both
surface and groundwater, is used in agriculture for irrigation. Pakistan has
one of the best and largest irrigation systems in the world. But agriculture
is under stress to meet the food demand of the fast-growing Pakistani population.
The depletion of water resources is a result of multiple complex factors:
mismanagement of water resources, inadequate storage facilities, low
water use efficiency, water wastage, inappropriate cropping pattern and
outdated water pricing mechanism. Much of the water we get from annual
rainfall is wasted. The reason is that we have one of the lowest per capita
water storage capacities in the world.
What is the solution to the water challenge? The most important step
of all, we must launch a national campaign to save water. We need to build
multipurpose dams so that we can withstand the effects of climate change
resulting in frequent floods and droughts. The challenge of water security
is a serious one and we must wake up to meet it before it is too late.
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Investigation

A high-octane report
Muhammad Hassan

An inquiry commission set up by the cabinet to determine reasons behind the June 2020 petrol crisis has
blamed institutions and individuals for inaction or collusion. Though the oil marketing companies were
mainly responsible for the shortages, the government
cannot absolve itself of the fleecing and misery of the
common man. The report should also serve as a
guideline to the government to save people from being
plundered by individuals and national and international organizations in future.
The findings of the commission expose weaknesses
of the oil supply chain and the role of the petroleum ministry, the Oil and Gas Regulator Authority (OGRA), oil
marketing companies and filling stations in fuel shortages which continued for almost a month. Besides paying hefty prices, people had to wait at filling stations for
hours for a few litres of petrol at a time when the Covid19 pandemic was at its peak. The inquiry commission
also proposes the dissolution of the OGRA, the regulator, and action against oil companies and Petroleum Division officials. It is obvious that the OGRA failed to regulate the market while
oil companies and refineries made the most of the public misery.
According to the inquiry report, one of the reasons behind the crisis
was a lack of coordination among the departments working under the Petroleum Division. The oil marketing companies (OMCs) were primarily responsible for the shortage of the fuel as they deliberately stopped supplies
to filling stations despite huge stocks at their disposal. The OMCs were
estimated to have minted Rs6 to Rs8 billion by flouting laws. “The prices
of petrol were cut on May 31 and the new price was set at Rs74.52/liter in
view of lowering oil prices in the international market. As the OMCs would
incur a substantial inventory loss by free sale in June, they took the easy
way out to simply slow down or dry out supplies, against all legal and moral
norms. Consequently, the shortage of petrol began across Pakistan and
the filling stations gradually became dry, denying the public at large to reap
the benefit of the substantial price cut,” the report noted.
It is obvious that the oil marketing companies violated licence conditions to curtail supplies. The filling stations also refused to sell fuel to customers to maximise their profits. “All OMCs (other than the Pakistan State
Oil (PSO) and Shell) proportionally held on to their stocks with knowledge
of anticipated rise in prices. It proved during the ground checking of filling
stations and records submitted by the OMCs with affidavits,” the report
said. During the peak of the crisis, the oil companies showed sales on
paper but the ground checking of filling stations across the Punjab proved
that they were not supplying fuel in required quantities. It is clear that all
OMCs had a fairly good idea of a price increase of at least Rs20/liter and
they illegally hoarded their stocks during the crisis, stripping the public of
billions of rupees. The PSO, being a state-owned entity, could not follow
the illegal practice. Consequently, its market share in the period of shortage increased by nearly 20pc and it suffered a loss of Rs7-8 billion in the
process. Likewise, Shell, to some extent, also tried to keep pace with the
situation and fared much better than other OMCs. Shell also posted a loss
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of more than Rs8 billion in the first two quarters of 2020.
The ministry of petroleum and the director general (DG) oil also failed
to ensure uninterrupted supplies while government institutions working
under the Petroleum Division failed to check the stock of the oil marketing
companies. The OGRA also played the role of a silent spectator. “The
OGRA only issued notices to nine OMCs and fined them a total of Rs50
million. However, the notices were devoid of any authentic/quantified detail
and seemed more of a ritual used as a defensive ploy,” the commission
observed. The companies conveniently paid a paltry sum of Rs25 million
– 45pc of the total fine imposed. The report noted that Dr Shafi-ur-Rehman
Afridi, a veterinary physician by training, was appointed the DG Oil, while
he had no experience of working in the oil sector.
The commission also highlighted the issue of oil smuggling through the
Taftan border in connivance with government agencies. It said Rs240 billion worth oil was smuggled into the country. “The question arises as to
how such a huge amount of petrol gets across the Taftan border and further across the country with many agencies working to curb it,” the commission wonders. The report proposed taking harsh measures against the
people and institutions responsible for the crisis.
The report points out weaknesses and inertness of the government.
Since its installation, the government has only piled misery on the common
people and they have reached the conclusion that it has no qualms about
overburdening them and leaving them at the mercy of mafias, profiteers
and hoarders. Essentials have gone out of the reach of the common man
after massive devaluation of the rupee and a persistent hike in electricity
and gas tariff. Rising fuel prices are also contributing to it.
Prime Minister Imran Khan says that he is fighting mafias in Pakistan.
However, he has failed to provide relief to the people in his rule. Rates of
all essentials, food, electricity and gas have doubled. Bad governance and
inefficiency have been the main traits of his government. He should have
come to power with better preparedness, especially when he already knew
he had to face mafias.
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Environment

Worsening freshwater crisis
Muhammad Ali

A growing population, unchecked discharge of industrial and domestic
waste into the environment and increasing extraction of groundwater
are worsening the freshwater crisis in Pakistan. The situation reminds
the government and people about the grim reality of soaring demand
and decreasing supply of water for agriculture, energy and food production, healthy ecosystems and human survival itself.
According to a recent International Monetary Fund (IMF) report, Pakistan is ranked third among the list of countries facing serious water
shortages. It is despite the fact that no country in the world has more
glaciers than Pakistan but it still ranks as the 14th most water stressed
country in the world. The Pakistan Council Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) has warned that Pakistan may run out of water by
2025. The surface and groundwater resources are fast depleting due to
rapid urbanisation, pollution and changing climate. Experts underscore
the need for promoting nature-based solutions, such as rainwater harvesting systems, to help address freshwater challenges. They propose
smart environmental management practices across the country to improve management of freshwater.
The water crisis is deepening in Pakistan with every passing day. It
is not that Pakistan does not have the resources. Of the total 145 million
acre foot (MAF) water that flows annually through Pakistan, up to only
14 MAF can now be stored by its two reservoirs. Experts say Pakistan
is throwing 21 MAF water into the sea every year which can fill three
reservoirs of the size of the Mangla Dam. The level of underground
water is also continuously dropping in Pakistan. According to estimates,
the underground water plunges in Islamabad by one metre, in Lahore
half metre and in Balochistan six metres every year.
Today, some 2.2 billion people lack safe drinking water and 4.2 billion
people live without access to adequate sanitation, says a latest United
Nations report which calls for reducing both impacts and drivers of climate change and major shifts in the way we use and reuse the Earth’s
limited water resources. The new global report calls, among others, for
concrete efforts to address rising water stress and improve the efficiency
of water use in agriculture and industry, and it outlines actions in three
areas: first, enabling people to adapt to the impacts of climate change;
second, improving the resilience of livelihoods; and, third, reducing the
drivers of climate change.
The 2020 UN World Water Development Report, compiled by the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in collaboration with UN-Water, provides decision-makers with knowledge and
tools to craft sustainable water policies, and calls for scaling up investment to put them into practice. Tackling water insecurity and climate
change, two of the most critical crises the world will continue facing over
the next several decades. The 2020 World Water Development Report
reveals that water use has increased six-fold over the past century and
is rising by about one per cent a year. However, it is estimated that climate change, along with the increasing frequency and intensity of extreme events, storms, floods and droughts, will aggravate the situation
in countries already experiencing “water stress” and generate similar
problems in areas that have not been severely affected.
Furthermore, the report highlights the fact that poor water management tends to exacerbate the impacts of climate change, not only on
water resources but on society as a whole. By limiting global heating to
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1.5 degrees Celsius, the world will be in a much better position to manage and solve the water crisis. Water is the primary medium through
which we perceive the effects of climate disruption, from extreme
weather events, such as droughts and floods, to glacial melting, saltwater intrusion and sea level rise. It will negatively affect health and productivity and act as a threat multiplier for instability and conflict.
UNESCO said that with four billion people worldwide forced to contend with water scarcity, without sustainable access to water, the world
will be unable to achieve goals such as quality education or the development of more prosperous, fairer societies. It calls on countries to make
more concrete commitments to address the challenge, and warns that
climate change would affect the availability, quality and quantity of water
needed for basic human needs, thus undermining enjoyment of the basic
rights to safe drinking water and sanitation for billions of people.
The deterioration of the situation would only hinder achievement of
Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG6), which is part of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, according to which access to safe
drinking water and sanitation must be guaranteed for all within 10 years.
This will be a considerable challenge: 2.2 billion people currently do not
have access to safely managed drinking water, and 4.2 billion, or 55 per
cent of the world’s population, are without safely managed sanitation.
UNESCO said that the critical need to substantially improve access to
clean water for drinking and hygiene for billions of the world’s people
has been further thrown into stark relief by the current deadly outbreak
of COVID-19.
International estimates say water scarcity is particularly acute in Asia
as rapid population growth, industrial development and urbanisation
heightens the water crisis in the largest and most populous continent.
Home to 4.5 billion people, the Asian population uses around 65 per
cent of the world’s water supply. Agriculture accounts for the largest use
of water, followed by industrial and municipal uses. According to research from the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis’
(IIASA) Water Program, water scarcity will increase in 74-86 per cent of
regions in Asia, with about 40 per cent of the continent’s population facing severe water scarcity by 2050.
In Pakistan, the per capita availability of water has dipped below the
minimum level of 1,000 cubic metres per year. At least a 14.2pc increase
in water availability is required to meet the needs of Pakistan’s ballooning population by 2025. Over 27 million Pakistanis lack access to
potable water and almost 70pc water is unfit for human consumption.
According to estimates, over 80pc of the population of the rural areas is
getting contaminated water. Almost 250,000 children under the age of
five die every year of waterborne disease, costing the economy around
$1.3 billion. Four-fifths of all diseases in Pakistan, such as cholera, diarrhea, typhoid and hepatitis, are caused by contaminated water.
Experts say the country gets 84pc water in the monsoon season
and arrangements should be made to store it. One dam should be built
after every 10 years. Pakistan has already wasted time and not a new
dam has been built in decades. On the other hand, Pakistan’s capacity
to store water has reduced by 12pc due to silting in the dams. Some
experts claim Pakistan still has sufficient water for its needs but it will
have to use the precious resource judiciously to save future generations from crisis
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Politics

Opposition hits
dead end?
Muhammad Zain

Rifts in the opposition have intensified over resignations, Senate elections
and by-polls. Voices are also rising against Maulana Fazlur Rehman in his
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-F (JUI-F) party, which will undermine his nuisance
value in the opposition alliance and national politics. It appears the opposition’s movement has started losing steam and it could fizzle out before
posing a serious threat to the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
The opposition’s Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) has threatened the government with resignations from assemblies and the Senate.
However, many analysts doubt the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) will quit
the Sindh Assembly. It is almost impossible for it to leave the Sindh government while it can resign from the National Assembly and the Senate
without giving it a second thought. However, if it leaves the Sindh government, it will become difficult for it to retain it in the next election, because
it would be like giving a free hand to the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf and its
allies in the province until 2023, when general elections will be held. On
the other hand, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and the JUIF have nothing to lose in the system. They will encourage the PPP to resign from assemblies to serve their own purpose. They want to disturb the
system at any cost to create space for their politics.
PPP Chairman Bilawal Zardari and PML-N Vice President Maryam
Nawaz appear to be determined to resign, but everybody knows they cannot make decisions independently. It is obvious that Asif Zardari and
Nawaz Sharif call the shots in their parties. In the situation, Asif Zardari
believes resignations before Senate elections will improve the position of
the PTI and its allies in the Upper House while Nawaz Sharif thinks it will
be difficult for the government to survive and hold Senate polls if opposition
members resign en bloc.
However, legal experts say opposition resignations will not affect Senate polls as three provincial assemblies and the National Assembly will remain intact even if the Sindh Assembly is dissolved. PPP leader Aitzaz
Ahsan told a news channel that PDM resignations could not stop Senate
polls. Though the Constitution is not clear on the subject, yet under the
Elections Act, 2017, vacancies in the national and provincial assemblies,
which make the Electoral College, cannot stall Senate elections. In fact,
resignations will benefit the PTI and its allies and they would bag all seats
which could be won by the opposition parties. If it happens, the scenario
will haunt the PDM parties for the next six years.
In the situation, the opposition could plan to hold street protests to force
the government to resign and announce fresh elections. In fact, it was the
original plan of the PDM, but it has started fizzling out after its Lahore rally,
which was thinly attended by people as compared to its earlier public meetings in Gujranwala, Karachi and Quetta. Rifts have also widened in Fazlur
Rehman’s party, which is often accused of using madrassa students for
its political ambitions. His party’s senior and influential leader Maulana Mohammad Khan Sherani has openly opposed his policies. He said,
“Maulana Fazl himself is selected. How can he taunt and call Prime Minister Imran Khan and others selected?” He said he had opposed the JUI-

January 1-15, 2021

F chief because of his lies and accused him of promoting favouritism in
the party and awarding tickets to his family members and wealthy people.
The rift between the two deepened after every JUI-F election. Maulana
Sherani has also accused the JUI-F chief of pressuring him not to contest
the election for the party head in the past. “With the policy, there is no
space for betterment. I have always been against one-man rule in the party
and its transformation into a hereditary party,” he told a news channel. He
also rejected PDM politics, terming it an unnatural alliance of the opposition
parties. “Every party in the alliance has its own interests. Being an unnatural alliance, it will vanish soon,” he added. Earlier, Hafiz Hussain, the second most influential leader in the JUI-F after Maulana Fazl, was removed
as a spokesman for the party after he criticised him for joining hands with
the opposition alliance. The rifts in the religious party mean the position of
Maulan Fazl will weaken in the opposition alliance and his own party. It
will also affect his ability to bring madrassa students for PDM rallies. Many
more JUI-F leaders are expected to leave the party in the coming days.
It appears the opposition’s protest movement will not be able to force
the government to step down and hold fresh elections. On the other hand,
if Senate elections take place in March 2021, the PTI will become the
largest party in the House, displacing the PML-N. It will also solve the ruling
party’s problem to pass laws in the Upper House, which is now controlled
by the opposition. At the time, the biggest challenge to the government
comes from its inability to solve public issues. High prices and unemployment are the biggest issues facing the common people. The government
has miserably failed to address them. In fact, it has compounded them
with its inaptness and bad governance. The government has completed
almost half of its term and it is still groping in the dark. It is disheartening
to listen to the prime minister, who says he needed many months to understand the issues of the country and people. He should have prepared
himself for it when he was in the opposition. However, he still has time to
improve his performance and serve people.
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National funds’ review
Shahid Hussain

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government has decided to review the
utilisation of funds by provinces from the divisible pool. Under the National
Finance Commission (NFC) award, provinces are required to announce
their finance commission for equitable and fair distribution of funds for districts. However, the provincial governments have largely ignored the constitutional requirement and spent funds on their priority areas. On the other
hand, the government’s move will lend credence to the opposition parties’
allegation that the Centre wants to repeal the 18th Amendment and undermine provincial autonomy.
Karachi and Lahore are prime examples of selective distribution of
funds by the provincial governments. The PPP government has ignored
the biggest city and commercial hub of Pakistan because of its tussle with
the MQM. On the other hand, the past PML-N government only focused
on Lahore and a few big cities of the Punjab, leaving out the South Punjab
and rural areas from its development programme. The federal government
is justified in asking questions about the unfair distribution of funds from
the provincial governments but at a time when the opposition has launched
a movement against the PTI government, it could be seen as a revenge
attack. It could also be called an assault on provincial autonomy and an
attempt to expand federal authority over the provinces, especially those
ruled by the opposition. The government’s main focus could be Sindh only,
because all other provinces are ruled by the PTI and its coalition partners.
It is unfortunate that all provinces have not held local government elections, which could ensure fair distribution of funds at the grassroots level.
In the absence of local polls, the provinces have also not announced their
finance commission awards. It allows them unchecked discretionary powers for the allocation of financial resources. However, the federal cabinet
has decided to devise a mechanism under which the provinces would be
held accountable for how they spent funds given under the National Finance Commission (NFC) award and to improve revenue generation by
the provincial governments. According to the government, the cabinet discussed the merits and demerits of the current NFC award mechanism
under which funds were provided to the provinces according to their population size. It emerged during the discussion, and following a presentation
given by the finance ministry, that there is a fundamental gap between the
money that the Centre provides to the provinces and the revenue generated by them due to which the provincial governments do not have any incentive to increase their revenue.
It is obvious that the provincial governments do not have any motivation
to raise their revenue locally because they know that they would receive a
certain amount from the federal government. The Punjab received Rs1.448
trillion from the Centre and generated only Rs306 billion, Sindh received
Rs764b from the federal government but generated Rs314b, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa received Rs602b and earned only Rs50b while Balochistan
generated Rs51b against a Rs282b share in the NFC. The basic premise
of the 7th NFC award was to increase tax revenue by one percent per
annum. If the government had achieved the target, the revenue would
have been 20pc of GDP by now. Under the 7th NFC award, the four
provinces are collectively entitled to 57.5pc of divisible pool taxes, besides
the revenue from income tax, wealth tax, capital value tax, general sales
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tax, customs duties and federal excise duty. The provincial governments
get their horizontal shares on the basis of the population, poverty, revenue
collection and inverse population density, allowing the Punjab to get
51.74pc, Sindh 24.55pc, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 14.62pc and Balochistan
9.09pc.
In the 10th NFC award, a new subject has been added to the list of discussions suggesting that the Centre wants the provinces to bear some additional fiscal responsibilities. It pertains to “exploring ways to reduce
losses of state-owned enterprises and agreeing to a mechanism for sharing the losses between the federal government and the provincial governments”, grants-in-aid by the federal government to the provincial
governments and set powers and conditions for the federal and provincial
governments for borrowing, besides assessing and allocating resources
to meet expenditures relating to Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan
and erstwhile FATA’s merged districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The current NFC award faced a major challenge in the absence of a
formal notification of results of the National Population Census 2017, owing
to concerns expressed by various stakeholders, particularly about Karachi.
The Constitution promises that provincial shares in each NFC award could
not be reduced. According to the government, there is no mechanism to
decide how the NFC funds were spent and the money was seen to have
been previously used to pay provincial salaries and for personal use, such
as purchasing cars. Besides the NFC award, the federal government also
has to spend its funds to tackle natural disasters, pandemics, like COVID19, and development packages. As a result, the Centre is not left with
much money and forced to take loans to run its affairs.
It is a fact that the provincial governments have not used national funds
fairly. However, any attempt to hold them accountable for it will create an
impression that the government wants to target the Sindh government. It
will also reinforce the opposition’s propaganda that the PTI government
wants to repeal the 18th Amendment and NFC award. On the other hand,
all provinces have failed to hold local elections, which can ensure fair distribution of funds at the grassroots level. A controversy about the population of Karachi is also a major hindrance to the implementation of the NFC
award. The government should reform the tax system, slash its expenditure and improve coordination with the provinces to generate more revenue to run the affairs of the country efficiently.
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Farewell to jobs
Husnain Shahid

More than 18.5 million people are estimated to have lost jobs in Pakistan
in the aftermath of Covid-19, though it only imposed smart lockdown instead of a complete shutdown, like the rest of the world. The loss of a large
number of livelihoods points out flaws in our system and deep-rooted structural problems. The pandemic provides an opportunity to the country to
overhaul the system to save people from the fallout of future threats to the
economy.
The pandemic has not been as devastating in Pakistan as it has been
in the region and the rest of the world. Most countries completely shut down
to avoid the spread of the virus. Life losses in the countries were more than
that of Pakistan. However, job losses in Pakistan are more serious. According to a credible think tank of Pakistan, job losses from the pandemic
could be more than the government’s estimates and people of the Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa could be most affected by rising unemployment.
According to the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE),
Covid-19 has shown that we couldn't impose lockdown like the rest of the
world has done because we lack the systems to do so. “The pandemic is
not the ultimate problem of Pakistan, it is just the tip of the iceberg compared to the deep-rooted structural problems that we are just not ready to
face. The unprecedented negative economic growth of the country is attributable to the badly impacted services sector as well the locked down
manufacturing sector. The manufacturing sector remained shutdown leading to a massive shortfall in exports. The informal sector- the daily labour,
small and medium industry and restaurants are badly suffering. As per the
projections, poverty has gone up by 20-30pc and if the state of affairs continues, poverty is expected to double. The biggest problem of South Asia
is not Covid-19 but the incapability of developing our economies for the
21st century,” it noted.
The coronavirus is still under control in Pakistan, though the number of
fatalities and active cases are rising. The death rate from the pandemic in
the country is still one of the lowest in the world. It may not be as harmful
to Pakistani lives as it has been in other countries but it is more devastating
for the economy and livelihoods of people of the country than the rest of
the world. Calculating losses on the basis of the impact of the restrictions
on business, tax revenue, international trade and the cost of unemployment for three months, the Ministry of Planning estimated that 12.3 million
to 18.5 million people in the country would lose their jobs and the economy
could sustain Rs2 trillion to Rs2.5 trillion losses due to moderate to severe
shocks from the coronavirus outbreak.
In a report, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) feared that between
1.5 million and 2.3 million young Pakistanis had lost jobs during the pandemic. The country’s unemployment rate that stood at 8.9pc in 2019 is
likely to hover between 17.3 and 21.5pc in the current year. According to
the government’s own estimates, at least 10 million more people have
slipped below the poverty line, raising the number of poor people from the
existing figure of 50m to 60m. The ADB said Pakistan might have contained the loss of life and the economy but the damage is still enough to
hurt its people badly. It said the long-term consequences of the pandemic
and the locust swarms would become more apparent in the coming
months.
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In another report, the Word Bank said Pakistan’s economic outlook
would remain fragile for at least two years, as the outbreak of the coronavirus had compounded the country’s miseries. In its biannual flagship report, the World Bank said domestic economic activity was expected to
recover, as lockdown measures were lifted, with a gradual decline in active
Covid-19 cases, but Pakistan’s near-term economic prospects are subdued. Given anaemic growth projections in the near term, poverty is expected to worsen. Vulnerable households rely heavily on jobs in the
services sector, and the projected weak services growth is likely to be insufficient to reverse the higher poverty rates precipitated by the pandemic.
Economic activity has contracted and poverty is expected to have risen in
FY2019-20, as monetary and fiscal policy tightening, earlier in the year,
was followed by lockdown, it noted. The World Bank estimates a 33c increase in poverty in India and the situation in Pakistan is not different in
Pakistan. “With government estimates of pandemic job losses at approximately 14 million, poverty is expected to increase for the first time in two
decades in Pakistan. The pandemic is also expected to exacerbate Pakistan’s human capital challenges,” it noted.
Millions of people have lost jobs in Pakistan. Prices have risen to a level
where even middle-income families are struggling to survive. The opposition has upped the ante and people are attending its rallies against the
government in a large number, only because of rising inflation. On the other
hand, the government is trying to hide behind the pandemic. It claims the
economy was poised to take off after three years of slowdown but the pandemic has hit people and businesses hard since mid-March 2020. However, fiscal indicators were bad even before the onset of the pandemic.
The economy had slowed down, millions of people lost jobs and thousands
of businesses shut down as a result of economic policies of the government. It blames the pandemic for all its failures while there was no pandemic in the country in the first nine months of the last fiscal year. As the
pandemic situation has improved, the government has no excuse for its
poor performance.
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Fazl on the
rampage
Raza Khan

A look at the opposition parties' alliance, Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM), reveals that the stance of Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
head Fazlur Rehman is the most intransigent of all component groups.
Perhaps, it is the reason that the PDM parties chose Fazl as the head of
the alliance. It is irrespective of the fact that politically and statistically, the
JUI-F is a small group in comparison to the dominating parties, Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP). Consequently, Fazl has gone to a point of no-return against the government
of Prime Minister Imran Khan and has ruled out any talks with the latter. It
does not augur well for the sustainability of democracy in the country.
There are different reasons for the JUI-F head’s strong anti-PTI stance.
The immediate cause of his extreme stance against Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s government is several pending cases of monetary corruption and
apparently illegal assets worth billions of rupees in the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) against him. The country’s highest accountability
body has so far kept Fazl and his other party men on a leash and did not
take stern action against them. Nevertheless, of late the NAB has asked
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Fazl and his henchmen owning billions of rupees of real estate in different
areas of the country to justify the ownership of valuable properties, which
do not match their known sources of income. It also suggests that the Khan
government has also started pulling the strings of the NAB, influencing it
to take action against Fazl and his kith and kin.
It is important to note that the JUI-F had launched an anti-PTI government protest and tried its level best to bring it down last year However, it
miserably failed. Noticeably, main opposition parties, the PML-N and the
PPP, are banking on the JUI-F to launch a successful anti-government
movement. Historically, so-called religious parties have launched important
movements in Pakistan against governments and have been quite successful in weakening them against whom they spearheaded street
protests.
That is why the main opposition parties, the PML-N and the PPP, have
finally decided to pin hopes on the JUI-F to launch a successful movement
to bring down the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan. The recent
pathetic public show of 11 opposition parties together forming the PDM in
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Lahore has sent shivers down the spine of their leaders. Consequently,
they would now rely more on Fazl for face-saving, at least.
It is important to note that after initial decisions by the PML-N and the
PPP to let the PTI government of PM Khan complete five years in office,
so that there is democratic continuity in the country, both parties have now
unequivocally announced that the government of the PTI has to be dislodged by any means. It is obviously due to the fact that the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has been investigating financial corruption
cases against the top leadership of both PPP and PML-N, the parties now
have only one option; to create political instability in the country to evade
conviction by the NAB and bring an end to the all-out support of the PTI
government to the national anti-graft body. What is more concerning is that
the PDM parties are asking the military establishment to send PM Khan’s
government home and hold fresh elections. The demand is totally unconstitutional and unjustified. Interestingly, the PDM parties are asking the security establishment to interfere in the political and democratic process
while at the same time blaming it for sabotaging the processes.
Both PML-N and PPP are unable to launch a large-scale anti-government movement due to lack of street power. Therefore, they are also trying
to use the JUI-F’s ostensible conservative constituency to dislodge the PTI
government. The JUI-F, on its part, has also been on the forefront to bring
down the government of PM Khan. The other reason besides the cases
against Fazl and his family pending before the NAB for the JUI-F to launch
an anti-government movement is that it is the PTI and PM Khan politics
that have inflicted irreparable damage on the religious parties, specifically
the JUI-F, by defeating the party candidates, including its chief Fazlur
Rehman, in its once stronghold in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The JUI-F controlling family does not have any representation in the current National Assembly, therefore it is least interested whether the parliament remains
intact or not. It is how personal interests inflict irreparable damage on national interest.
In the last PML-N government of PM Nawaz Sharif, the JUI-F was a
junior coalition partner and when the PTI, under Imran Khan, was holding
unprecedented protest movements against the PML-N’s alleged fraud in
the 2013 national elections, the JUI-F was on the frontline to defend the
PML-N. The JUI-F had two of its parliamentarians serving as federal ministers and Fazlur Rehman put his political weight behind former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Fazl asked PM Sharif not to submit resignation at any
cost, as demanded by the PTI and the Pakistan Awami Tehreek, which
were holding simultaneous protests for the ouster of the PML-N government. Surprisingly, Fazl went an extra mile to support and defend ex-PM
Sharif and even outperformed most senior members and parliamentarians
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of the PML-N. Fazl announced anti-PTI and anti-PAT rallies across Pakistan. The purpose was to give a tit-for-tat response to the PTI and the
PAT. However, the JUI-F’s support to Sharif and opposition to the PTI was
not politically motivated but driven by vested interests of its top leadership,
particularly Fazl and his family members.
The JUI-F has been part of almost all governments since early 1990s,
irrespective of which party, whether the PML-N or the PPP, was in the saddle. The party was even part of the government of the Pakistan Muslim
League of the Chaudhrys of Gujrat in Balochistan from 2002-2007, when
General Pervez Musharraf was the godfather of the party. It was irrespective
of the fact that the religious parties’ alliance, the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
(MMA), which the JUI-F headed, ostensibly opposed Pervez Musharraf but
at the same time facilitated the extremely unconstitutional step of electing
Musharraf as President of Pakistan while in military uniform.
In the 2018 national elections, the JUI-F was nearly routed and Fazl
was also defeated and he could not make it to the National Assembly after
a long time. With it, the JUI-F head also lost his long-held lucrative position
of Chairman Kashmir Committee, an inconsequential body to promote the
Pakistani stance on Indian occupied Kashmir. Being head of the Kashmir
Committee, he enjoyed the status of a federal minister. It is the PTI government that has thrown him out of the Kashmir Committee and the cut is
deeply felt by Fazl.
Today, JUI-F head Fazl feigns support for the PML-N and the PPP for
the sake of democracy and the Constitution. However, history suggests
that the JUI-F has nothing to do with democracy or the Constitution but to
get as much governmental power for itself as possible. The key motive of
the JUI-F is to have power and then cling to it by hook or crook. For it, Fazl
is even ready to do what someone wants it to do. It is no secret, thanks to
the Wikileaks, that after the 2002 unprecedented electoral success of the
religious parties alliance, MMA, headed by the JUI-F by bagging more than
50 seats in the National Assembly, Maulana Fazl, in a meeting with then
US Ambassador in Pakistan, Anne Patterson, had asked the latter that he
was ready to do whatever Washington would ask him to do in return for
US support to him to become the country’s prime minister. Though the US
could not trust the wily politician while the religious parties’ alliance also
was not anywhere near a majority of more than 171 NA seats, yet Fazl
wanted to try his luck. He failed to get any support from the US and consequently his dream of becoming the country’s prime minister to enjoy the
perks and privileges of the position dashed to the ground.
If the opposition parties’ alliance is being led by a person, who is
highly controversial and known for grinding his own axe, will it succeed
is a billion dollar question.
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Economic recovery and
the challenge of price hike
Muhammad Jahangir

Though still beset with many problems, yet the national
economy is showing signs of recovery. The Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government inherited an economy in
serious trouble.
The major challenges were a heavy foreign debt of more
than US $ 90 billion, a large current account deficit of above
US $ 20 billion, a wide budget deficit of 6.6pc of the GDP,
and a large amount of total public debt equal to 70pc of the
GDP, which was 10pc higher than the limit (60pc) set in the
Fiscal Responsibility and Debt Limitation Act (FRDLA) 2005,
amended in 2017. The exchange rate stood at Rs. 121.00
per one US dollar, while the foreign exchange reserves held
by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) were US $ 12 billion.
An annual amount of 7 billion dollars was required to repay
foreign debt instalments and interest charges.
It was an extremely difficult situation that needed prompt
remedial action. In order to pay back the foreign debt instalments and build up a reasonable foreign exchange reserves
to pay for the necessary imports, the PTI government negotiated loans worth US $ 7 billion from the friendly countries and US $ 6 billion from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The PTI government has also succeeded in stabilizing the value of the
rupee and correcting the negative current account balance. The foreign
exchange reserves have been buttressed by reducing the import of nonessential goods and increasing exports to which end many incentives have
been provided to the industrial sector.
A substantial increase in workers’ remittances, growth in export earnings, and lower import payments have helped ensure budgetary stability,
a key element in economic growth. The fiscal deficit narrowed to 8.1 percent of the GDP from 9.0 percent in FY19. Total revenues rose to 15.3 percent of the GDP due to higher non-tax revenue, as the central bank and
the telecommunication authority repatriated large profits. At the same time,
the government has provided a slew of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC)-related and other incentives to the foreign investors to boost foreign direct investment (FDI).
Low revenue collection is among the biggest challenges to the national economy. Steps have been taken to reform the Federal Bureau of
Revenue (FBR) in order to broaden the tax base and improve the tax
collection which is essential to reduce the budget deficit. Efforts have
also been made to limit the circular debt in the power sector by signing
fresh accords with the private electricity producing companies which
were allowed undue concession by the previous governments. To meet
power shortages, work has been started to build new dams, hydropower
and other power projects. A major initiative of the present government is
to boost the construction industry which will have a salutary effect on
about 40 downstream industries.
When seen in the context of the coronavirus epidemic and the Oppo-

14

sition’s obstructionist politics, these achievements become more impressive. The epidemic slowed down economic activities, affected revenue
generation and worsened the employment situation. But the government
must be credited for moving quickly to provide financial support to the poor
families, whose earning members had lost their jobs due to the lockdowns.
No wonder, with most of the major economic indicators turning positive,
the international financial institutions have also taken notice of the revival
of Pakistan’s economy. An IMF Mission, led by regional chief Ernesto
Ramirez Rigo, recently said that Pakistan has made considerable progress
in advancing reforms and implementing sound economic policies. Rigo
said that inflation should start to see a declining trend as the pass-through
of exchange rate depreciation has been absorbed and supply-side constraints appear to be temporary.
As per the latest World Bank’s assessment of Pakistan’s economy, the
balance of payments improved to a surplus of 2.0 percent of the GDP in
FY20, and official foreign reserves increased to US$13.7 billion at endJune 2020, which is sufficient to finance 3.2 months of imports.
In the opinion of independent economists, by and large, the government has done well on the economic front, but tough challenges still remain. Price control should be the No. 1 priority of the government now.
Constantly rising prices of flour, sugar, pulses, vegetables and fruit have
hit the common man hard and upset the household budget of all classes.
As it is, rising prices are mostly the result of market manipulation by
hoarders and black marketers. It is time the government came down hard
on price sharks. The best way to go about the task would be to set up
price monitoring and control committees in every locality composed of
people’s representatives whose job will be to keep a watch on the prices
of essential commodities.
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Renewal energy:
Problems and prospects
Muhammad Jahangir

Four months ago, the government formally announced the Alternative and
Renewable Energy (ARE) Policy 2020, offering generous tax facilities to
investors. The policy envisages increasing the share of ARE in the total
power supply to 20 per cent by 2025, and 30pc by 2030, from about 5pc
at present. Hydropower is also to be included in the ARE category under
which its share would increase to 60pc of power generation by 2030. Coupled with Thar coal and nuclear power, the total share of power generation
from indigenous sources would reach 75pc.
A key feature of the new energy policy is the provision of incentives for
technology transfer for local manufacturing of solar panels, wind turbines
and related equipment for job creation. Also, the import of equipment, machinery and manufacturing material would be exempted from customs duty
or import duties and investments would be exempted from income tax and
only withholding tax on dividends would be applicable.
Needless to say, Pakistan’s energy transition from traditional carbonbased sources to renewables is of urgent importance. As one of the countries most vulnerable to climate change, Pakistan has to take informed
energy generation and consumption decisions in the matter. Achieving energy security through cheap and locally available energy, and the development of a robust energy market must be our topmost priority.
In the last five years, many policy measures have been put in place to
support renewable energy development efforts. Pakistan has now developed a Renewable Energy Policy and Nationally Determined Contributions
to boost the sector. A rational energy tariff policy, introduction of net metering/billing, fiscal incentives for private investment, public investments
through loans, grants and capital subsidies have all helped create an enabling environment for renewables. There have also been significant investments in energy sector institutions, including National Transmission &
Despatch Company (NTDC), power distribution companies (Discos) and
Alternative Energy Development Board (AEDB), in both infrastructure and
organisational capacity.
The result of all this is sustained growth of the renewables market. As
of now, Pakistan has 24 operational wind power projects with 1,235MW
capacity, with another 12 projects reaching financial close in 2020. Utilityscale solar projects have 1,329MW of capacity (230MW in 2015) with another 12 solar photovoltaic (PV) projects in the pipeline.
Solar and wind sectors are expected to grow fast since both have very
high potential in Pakistan. Pakistan’s target of 30 per cent renewables in
the energy-mix by 2030 equate to 11,220MW of production capacity. To
reach the targeted production capacity, the required policies are needed
not only in incentivisation, process facilitation, composite service provision
and human resource capacity development, but also in technology lifecycle
considerations. These include operational support throughout the life of
the projects installed as well as disposal and redeployment after decommissioning by developing relevant reuse sectors.
According to energy experts, wind and solar plants require careful preventive and corrective operational maintenance during their lifespan. To
run the wind plants efficiently, strategically located maintenance workshops
will be needed, apart from indigenous manufacturing of important parts
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and creation of technically adept manpower. Currently, these facilities are
limited and need to be developed in a planned way to take care of emerging needs.
A key question is what to do when costly turbines and heavy blades
complete their life cycle. At present, there is no arrangement for their safe
and hassle-free disposal or any place to recycle/reuse the redundant blade
material. This is a major gap in the sector.
To illustrate, a 1.5MW turbine blade measures about 34-38m in length,
weighs 5,000kg of composite material, and costs around $100,000125,000 each. The financial and environmental cost of these parts is huge.
So, ways should be found for their safe disposal and recycling and reuse.
As per technical details, most solar and wind projects are planned to last
between 25 and 40 years. In solar PV, the dominant technology is of silicon-based panels which account for 92-95pc of global capacity, while 58pc comes from cadmium telluride-based panels. While the dominant
silicon-based technology has a lifespan of 25 years, plants using older,
polycrystalline technology that yield lower output are being decommissioned earlier.
Given the situation, we can see we will be faced with a large volume of
decommissioned and redundant panels in the coming decades. By developing an appropriate local waste management industry, we can not only
create new employment opportunities but also provide potential regional
expertise feeding into second life and end-of-life alternatives. This will pay
us rich dividends in the days ahead. It will also help prevent future environmental and financial disasters from happening. Taking good care of
them and related technical issues will also open the way for increased private investment in the PV/wind recycling industry which has a huge potential for growth in the coming days. Renewables are the only long-term
solution to the problems of the energy sector.
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Yet another
education policy
Rasheed Ali

Yet another education policy is on the cards. Minister for Federal Education
and Professional Training Shafqat Mahmood shared his plans with the nation in the last week of December that his ministry had started the process
of formulating an education policy for the country.
He believes the proposed Education Policy 2021 would ensure national
cohesion and harmony across religious and ethnic divides and capture the
divergence that is essential in the context of Pakistan. “It will also nationally
converge on key education aspects for standards, educational stages including primary, middle, high, etc., system of examinations and admissions, teacher management standards, etc.,” he told a private TV channel
host recently. The policy will ensure equity in education for all children and
institutions across the country, he hoped.
Separately, in a post shared on twitter, the minister said the federal government had taken a number of initiatives including Single National Curriculum (SNC), and a formal education policy for the country “is necessary”.
“So, on my direction, the process has been started by the Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training, which includes widespread
consultation. All suggestions [are] welcome,” the minister wrote.
Before the proposed education policy is discussed in a little detail, let’s
have a look at the previous policies, formulated and implemented by past
governments from time to time.
Founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was very
much concerned about educating the nation. Despite gigantic problems
facing the nation in 1947, the year of independence, the Quaid not only asked for holding the
first National Education Conference in Karachi
from November 27 to December 1, 1947, but
also himself attended it. He provided the basic
guidelines for future education development at
the conference.
According to a research article, published by
a scholar, Aliza Zainab, in 2015, the then education minister, Fazal-ur-Rehman, proposed
three dimensions of education at the Education
Conference 1947, and formed various committees including University Education Committee,
Adult Education Committee, and Technical Education Committee. The reports of the committees were shared in November, 1947.
Other committees were: Primary and Secondary Education Committee, Cultural Relations
Committee,
Women’s
Education
Committee, and Scientific Research Committee.
The Primary and Secondary Education
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Committee “considered it essential that a national system of education
should be based on the strong foundations of free and compulsory primary
education”. It proposed separate pre-primary and primary education stages
for children of ages 3 to 6 and 6 to 11.
The Committee on Adult Education pointed out that illiteracy was high
at 85 per cent and, at the then rate of increase of literacy, 140 years would
be required to get rid of the problem. It stated, “The primary aim of the
campaign must not be merely to make adults literate but to keep them literate”. The report recommended the following stages for the execution of
a programme of adult education:The first five years were to be devoted to increasing the literacy rate.
Until the sixth year, about 500,000 persons were to be made literate with
an annual increase of 300,000 thereafter. However, the policy could not
be implemented properly due to an increased number of immigrants and
other administrative problems of the newly liberated country. More or less,
the British colonial system of education continued in the country.
The National Commission on Education was held in 1959. The event
was addressed by the then president, General Ayub Khan, on January 5,
1959. The commission declared 10-year compulsory education for every
child. Religious education was also declared compulsory. Equal expansion
for boys and girls education was also stressed. Recommendations of the
commission included: 1. Character building. 2. Compulsory primary education. 3. Focus on science and technical education. 4. National language
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as a medium of instruction. 5. Three-year degree programme. 6. Elimination of illiteracy. 7. Establishment of university grants commission. 8. Examination system should be a combination of internal (25%) and external
(75%) evaluation. 9. Religious education should be introduced in three
stage. The National Education Commission recommendations were useful
but due to the conditions of the country and the situation of resources, they
were not applied well.
New Education Policy (1970): The revised proposals were reviewed by
the committee of the cabinet in the light of implications of the announcement by the president in his address to the nation on Nov 28, 1969. The
new education policy was finally adopted by the cabinet on March 26,
1970. It had following salient features:Formation of national education units; emphasis on ideological orientation; emphasis on science and technology education; decentralisation
of educational administration; eradication of illiteracy. However, the policy
could not be implemented due to a war with India, separation of East Pakistan, and the collapse of the military government.
The next head of the government, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, announced a National Education Policy on March 29, 1972. Salient features of the policy were:Promotion of ideology of Pakistan, personality development, equality
in education, universal education; curriculum based on socioeconomic
needs of society; integrated technical and science education; Active participation of teachers, students and parents in educational affairs; nationalisation of educational institutions.
The policy announced free and universal education up to class X for
both girls and boys. In the first phase starting in October 1972, all public
and private schools were ordered to provide free education up to class
VIII; In the second phase, starting 1974, free education was extended up
to class X.
The policy was a good approach towards the betterment of the education sector, but it had many drawbacks, due to which it could not achieve
results e.g. universal basic education, shift towards agro-technical studies,
etc.
The next National Education Policy
was introduced in 1979 and a National
Educational Conference was held for
reviewing the education system. It developed the following aims:Fostering loyalty to Islam; creation of
concept of Muslim Ummah; promotion
of science and technical education;
equal opportunities for boys and girls;
curriculum revision; merging madarsa
and traditional education; Urdu as a
medium of education.
However, the policy again failed due
to lack of planning and financial resources.
National Education Policy 1992: A
national conference was held in Islamabad in April, 1991. The policy framework was discussed by the education
minister with the education committees
of the Senate and the National Assembly. After detailed discussions, the policy was announced in Dec 1992. The major aspects, aims and goals of
the policy were: Promotion of Islamic values through education; improvement in women education; range of general and technical education at
secondary level; preparation of demand-oriented curriculum; expended
span of graduation and post-graduation; use of audio-visual (AV) aids; promoting private sector to participate in enhancement of literacy.
The policy, however, could not be implemented fully due to a change
in the political situation in the country.
National Education Policy 1998 was announced in March 1998. Major
objectives of the policy were: 1. To make the Quaranic principles and Islamic practices an integral part of the education system. 2. To achieve universal primary education. 3. To meet the basic educational needs of every
individual. 4. To expand basic education. 5. Lay emphasis on diversification. 6. To make curriculum development a continuous process. 7. To introduce in-service training programmes for betterment of education. 8. To
ensure equal opportunity of higher education.
Under the policy, education reforms were introduced for the 2005-2010
period. The initiative focused on development of human resources, and its
major thrust areas were: 1. Free and universal primary education. 2. Free
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textbooks. 3. Equal access to opportunities of learning. 4. Improving all
aspects in quality education. 5. Introduction of new educational curricula.
6. Development of training/ learning resources and materials. 7. Offering
incentives for the private sector. 8. Introduction of computer courses at all
levels. 9. Strengthening of research in higher education. 10. Grant for affiliation of madarsas. 11. Allocation for education would be 7% of the national GDP by 2015. 12. Literacy rate will be enhanced to 86% by 2015.
13. A bachelor’s degree, with a B.Ed., would be the minimum requirement
for teaching at the elementary level. 14. A master’s degree for the secondary and higher secondary with a B.Ed., would be ensured by 2018.
However, most of the National Education Policy 2009 targets could not
be met again, as shortly thereafter, in April 2010, the Constitution was
amended and the subject of education was fully devolved to the provinces.
In September 2011, a Joint Declaration on Education was signed by all
provinces and the areas.
It stated that the National Education Policy 2009, subject to such adaptations as necessitated in view of the 18th Constitutional Amendment,
would continue to be jointly owned national document.
In 2018, the Prime Minister Imran Khan-led Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
formed its governments in the Centre as well as two main provinces. The
political party in general and its head Imran Khan in particular, have always
stressed promotion of education in the country. The party announced its
National Education Policy Framework (NEPF) 2018 in its first year in
power, outlining the four priority areas: (a) decreasing the number of outof-school children and increasing school participation, (b) ensure a uniform
education system across the country, (c) improving quality and (d) enhancing access and relevance of skills training.
On June 25, 2020, Prime Minister Imran Khan said that his government
was going to implement a uniform education system from March 2021.
While speaking on the floor of the National Assembly, he said that 2.5 million students at religious seminaries would be brought into the mainstream.
Addressing a meeting on education, he said: "A uniform education sys-

tem is not only a requirement of modern times but also the basic right of
every child. The success of the system depends on the selection of teaching staff and capacity building. Thanks to the new policy, it will be possible
to get a quality education in Pakistan. A uniform education system will set
an example for other countries in the region,” he believes.
The Prime Minister’s claims and assessments aside, educationists and
critics believe the implementation of the Education Policy 2021 would not
be an easy task. They believe that for providing schooling for nearly 23
million out-of-school children, the government would need to nearly double
the total number of schools which presently serve 25 million students.
So far, the government has only worked out a uniform curriculum. But
critics, who have gone through it at some stages, believe that it would fail
to produce desired results. Instead of developing critical thinking and analytical skills among students, it is likely to bring down even the standards
of elite school students, without raising those of government schools and
madrasa students.
They fear that by taking up educational reforms, the PTI would only
mess things up in the education sector also, like it did in wheat, sugar and
petrol scams.
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Opinion

Society-state relations in
contemporary Pakistan
Raza Khan

The relation between society and politics is so intimate that the two cannot
be separated. The state and consequently the government, two most important political institutions, may be the largest mechanism and instrument
to organize and discipline society but the former also mostly take their
shape and direction from the social structure where they exist and function.
Contemporary Pakistani politics is largely, if not completely, influenced
by social dynamics and changes that have taken place or are gradually
unfolding. In the backdrop, both state and society are dynamic concepts
and their dynamism is correlated and interconnected. In the last few years,
some important social changes have taken place in Pakistan which are,
to a great extent, setting the tone and tenor of the country’s politics.
Observably, the foremost social change which has taken place in Pakistan is the pervasion of materialism in every aspect of society. The materialism is evident from growing conflicts over properties among family
members. Another important factor is growing consumerism in the country.
This is the brand culture in the country. Some sociologists refer to it as the
Mcdonaldization and Coca-Colaization of culture. It is the direct result of
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globalization, particularly due to satellite and cable television as well as
the Internet and social media. This material, consumer culture implications
have transpired in the shape of a highly fleeting society where money and
everything material has become the most sought-after and valuable commodity. The situation has also greatly but negatively influenced Pakistani
politics. If one looks into Pakistani politics, it has become the most lucrative
business in the country. A large number of people have joined politics without having the requisite qualification, experience and penchant to serve
the community and people. Politics cannot be a career and only those who
have alternative sources of income could dare join it, as it is an arena in
which an actor has to spend from one’s own pocket. However, what we
have seen is that most of our politicians have made a huge fortune while
remaining in politics. Most ruling politicians are facing many financial corruption cases in the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and other courts
of law whereas they have stashed billions of dollars of ill-gotten wealth in
Swiss and other foreign banks.
The second significant social change in the country is the dilution of
ideology. Once, most members of Pakistani society believed in one ideol-
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ogy or the other, whether the left, right or centre and even religious doctrines. Today, if one asks most Pakistanis in which ideology they believe,
whether liberalism, Marxism, nationalism, conservatism, fascism, feminism
and so on, one doesn’t think they would clearly have an idea. It is a situation far different from the 1970s, 1980s and even 1990s. The end of ideology has an extensive impact on Pakistani politics. Today, none of the
political parties or leaders could clearly identify which ideology they officially believe in.
Another observable prevalent social trend in contemporary Pakistan is
intolerance and bigotry at every level of social interaction and interrelationship. Intolerance has been slowly and gradually pervading Pakistani society for long. Arguably, intolerance in the country has been the upshot of
policy vacuum and bad governance. More dangerously, intolerance, in turn,
has resulted in development and proliferation of extremist social attitudes,
which has translated into the phenomenon of terrorism. The unprecedented terror wave which Pakistan unfortunately experienced in the recent
times has been the upshot of extremist social attitudes and posed an existential threat to the state. Intolerance and terrorism have affected every
aspect of society, including political institutions and culture. The lack of tolerance among the key political parties and the resultant stunted growth of
democracy is also largely due to intolerance among political actors. Intolerance and extremism have been affecting the statecraft, governance and
policymaking in myriads of ways and at each level. Such is the state of intolerance in Pakistani politics that the opposition and the government have
refused to talk to each other. Consequently, the parliament has become a
completely ineffective institution.
Yet another identifiable social trend in contemporary Pakistani society
is a large-scale sense of insecurity prevailing among the people. Consequently, an increasing number of people have been hesitant and afraid of
expressing their aspirations, making use of their natural talent and resources. The situation has inflicted colossal losses on society, in terms of
lack of stability, and on the economy in the shape of underdeveloped economic potential. Due to insecurity most of the people are shy of participating in the political arena due to which a democratic culture cannot evolve
and governance cannot be improved as it needs accountability at every
level. Insecurities have also stopped political leaders from reaching out to
the masses and understanding their issues and problems.
Another significant but dangerous social trend in Pakistan is the rapidly
increasing population of the country. According to UNICEF, more than
15,000 babies were born in Pakistan on the first day of the last year. This
is indeed a huge count by any standard as if the one day average population increase is multiplied with 365 days of the year, the figures come out
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to 5,475,000 new people every year. The rapid population increase has
extensive and deep impacts on the politics and political institutions of the
country. The galloping population growth has been putting an unbearable
burden on the state, its resources, infrastructure and, above all, institutions
preventing the state from fulfilling its basic functions. The state functions
include: to maintain its territorial integrity, to provide people security of life
and property, to address the basic problems and issues of society and its
members, to fulfil the basic needs of society and last but not the least to
organise social life or society. It is important to mention that the state and
its policies have also been responsible for the unchecked and sustained
growth of the population. An important question is whether it has been the
weak governmental institutions, their irrelevant policymaking and the resultant lack of good governance or simply bad governance that has been
responsible for the rapid population growth or the other way round?
If one deeply looks into both phenomena, it transpires that both bad
governance and irrelevant policymaking, on one hand, and rapid population growth, on the other, have a symbiotic relationship. It is important to
understand that overpopulation has affected all areas of statecraft from
political processes, including electoral processes, policymaking, planning
to governance. Financial corruption by public representatives along with
public officials is a case in point. Perceptibly, consumerism is another important social trend in contemporary Pakistani society. Importantly, largescale consumerism in Pakistan is the result of the increasing adoption of
postmodernist cultural values. Consumerism has also resulted in extreme
social trends as an increasing number of people are after products and as
poverty is not only extensive in the country but also deep-rooted, the havenots are getting more disenchanted negatively affecting social relationships, particularly consideration and altruism among the people.
Today, a majority of Pakistanis are said to be living in so-called urban
areas. They may have some traces of urban areas as the definition of urbanization in Pakistan is based on the density of the population and not
the presence of urban infrastructure and facilities. To all intents and purposes, the apparent urbanization is a kind of suburbanization. At the moment, it is estimated that 40 to 60 percent of the country is (sub)urbanized.
However, the urbanization has not resulted in economic growth or refined
the people and engendered extensive civility among the masses, which is
quite disturbing. The situation has greatly affected traditional rural-based
politics. It has some positive effects as an urban-oriented political party,
the PTI, for the first time got power, though with a very thin majority. So, all
social trends are greatly impacting the political life of Pakistanis. The policymakers and political leaders must take stock of the situation to come
up with appropriate policies.
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Fake news

A war of disinformation
against Pakistan
Faheem Amir

EU DisinfoLab, an independent European organisation that digs out surreptitious disinformation and virulent propaganda campaigns, published
“Indian Chronicles”, unearthing a massive operation targeting international
institutions and serving Indian interests. According to it, the Srivastava
Group resurrected dead media, dead think-tanks and NGOs. It even resurrected dead people. The network is active in Brussels, Geneva, producing and amplifying contents to undermine – primarily – Pakistan.
The report uncovers very shocking and sophisticated methods and
tools of communication which have been used by India’s RAW to discredit
nations in conflict with India, especially Pakistan and China. It is a new investigative report by the EU DisinfoLab. Last year, it uncovered a vast network of 265 coordinated fake local media outlets in 65 countries serving
Indian interests, as well as multiple dubious think tanks and NGOs. In a
new investigation, overall, an entire network of over 500 fake local media
outlets in 95 countries helped reproduce negative iterations about Pakistan
(or China). In total, the operation has covered 116 countries and nine regions.
Between 2005 and 2020, it established a fake web comprising Times
of Geneva, EP Today, European Organization for Pakistani Minority
(EOPM), 4NewsAgency, Women’s Economic and Social Think Tank
(WESTT), A2N Broadcasting, International Institute for Non-Aligned Studies (IAINS), Delhi Times and New Delhi Times. The Times of Geneva regularly manufactures – and spreads – fake news on Gilgit-Baltistan. IAINS
arranged carefully supervised propaganda trips to Kashmir by EU MPs
and their meetings with PM Modi. RAW’s information warfare has four
aims. One, to disseminate propaganda against Pakistan. Two, to discredit
Pakistan internationally. Three, to influence decision-making at the UN.
Four, to influence decision-making at the EU Parliament. According to
Alexandre Alaphilippe, executive director of EU DisinfoLab, “It is the largest
network we have exposed.” Amazingly, the same network uses at least 10
UN-accredited NGOs to lobby against Pakistan, to organise anti-Pakistan
demonstrations and speak against Pakistan at the UN. Asian News International (ANI), India’s largest news agency that offers syndicated multimedia news feed to news-bureaus in India and around the world, played
significant roles as allies of the Research and Analysis Wing. The EU DisinfoLab concluded that ANI had on multiple occasions published mostly
anti-Pakistan and sometimes anti-China opinion pieces and the material
was known to have been sourced from a vast network of pro-India fake
news websites run by the Srivastava Group.
The EU DisinfoLab has caught RAW red-handed, something that our
missions in Brussels, Geneva and the UN should have done. On top of
arming and financing terrorists in Balochistan, RAW is now spending upwards of a hundred million dollars on professional networks of “troll farms”
to achieve three things: influence, disrupt and usurp. RAW’s pseudo statesponsored, non-kinetic, all-out assault against Pakistan has six weapons:
fake news, fake media, fake addresses, fake letterheads, fake names and
fake telephone numbers. There’s no real blood on Pakistani streets but
RAW wants to use its non-lethal weaponry as a force multiplier – and that’ll
be deadlier than ever before.
According to reports, India has launched a media campaign worth Rs7
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billion against Pakistan. As part of the campaign, it has already launched
a multimedia website and app of its Balochi radio service. India has also
started a TV news channel called Zee Salam which broadcasts in the Urdu
language. It has created about 350K+ “Bot” profiles on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter under Pakistani names, mostly with Baloch and Pashtun
surnames. They are also sharing 1000’s of fake photos/videos of Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and ex-FATA on a daily basis, systematically manipulating Pakistan’s social media with clever misinformation.
In short, India is using the supreme power of mass communication and
its tools like media, including print, electronic, social, data mining, algorithms, bots, advanced cyber programmes, etc. along with terrorism
against Pakistan. Indian former Army Chief General Vijay Kumar Singh
has already stated that “following the 2008 Mumbai attacks, the Indian
army raised a Tactical Support Division (TSD), which carried out bomb
blasts in Pakistan, and doled out money to separatist elements in Balochistan”. The former RAW chief, Ajit Doval, has threatened Pakistan in these
words: “You may do one Mumbai; you may lose Balochistan”.
All these facts clearly show that India has imposed a disinformation
and propaganda war on Pakistan. The sole purpose of the war is to distort
Pakistan’s image as a peace-loving country, create anti-Pakistani views
and feelings among the people and nations of the world. India also wants
to create instability in Pakistan by fomenting hatred, restlessness, sectarianism, terrorism and extremism. To achieve its nefarious designs, India
is using weapons of mass distraction as opposed to weapons of mass destruction and persuasive technology as opposed to destructive technology
against Pakistan.
After the shocking revelations, international bodies like the UN, EU,
OIC should take notice of India’ disinformation and propaganda war
against Pakistan and China. They should not only conduct a thorough investigation into the Indian-baked virulent campaigns but also condemn
and force India to stop the disinformation war against Pakistan and China.
Pakistan should also highlight the grave issue in the world through the
media and diplomats as the Brussels-based body’s investigation corroborates the country’s official position regarding Indian involvement in terrorist
activities in Pakistan. The UN and EU should blacklist all persons and organisations which are involved in the war of spreading falsehood. Pakistan
should also endeavour to reach to Indian intellectuals and moderate people for making them realise that the Modi government is following fascist,
extremist and hateful ideas and policies which, eventually, will divide their
society and country.
On the other hand, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has said:
“I have learned through our intelligence forces that India is planning a surgical strike against Pakistan". PM Imran Khan has categorically declared
that “make no mistake: India will get a befitting response if it conducts a
false-flag operation”. To divert the attention of the world and Indian people
from the persecution of Kashmiris and minorities, including Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and Dalits, and other internal problems, the Modi government
could use false tactics. If India commits a blunder, there will be a full-scale
war between the two nuclear-armed countries, endangering the entire region and peace of the world.
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Culture

Kalash, the indigenous
people of Pakistan
The Kalash people are considered unique among Pakistanis. The Kalasha or
Kalash, also called Waigali or Wai, are Dardic Indo-Aryan indigenous people,
living in the Chitral district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan. They
speak the Kalasha language, and are believed to be Pakistan's smallest ethnoreligious community, practising a religion which some authors characterise as
a form of animism, while academics classify it as "a form of ancient Hinduism".
It is believed the ancestors of the Kalash migrated to the Chitral valley from
another location, possibly farther in the south, which the Kalash call \Tsiyam’ in
their folk songs and epics. They are also considered as the descendants of
the Gandhari people by some researchers.
The Kalasha language, also known as Kalasha-mun, is a member of the
Dardic group of the Indo-Aryan languages. Its closest relative is the neighbouring Khowar language. Kalasha was formerly spoken over a larger area in south
Chitral, but it is now mostly confined to the western side valleys, having lost
ground to Khowar.
The Kalash area lies between Biron Shahi (on the north), Drosh (in the
south), Broz and Chitral (in the east) and Afghanistan on (the west). It stretches
over an area of 210 sq. km. and holds a population of 16,028 persons. The
Kalash tribe comprises about 3,000 souls having their own belief, primitive and
unique customs and traditions. The valley is rich in plants, natural resources
and is less disturbed, presenting a tract of highly mountainous with steep to
very steep slopes and diverse altitudinal and topographic variation. Some workers have carried out studies on the plant natural resources of district Chitral
and adjoining district.
The current study was aimed at exploring the psychological resilience, beliefs and experiences of the Kalasha and to identify cultural protective factors
and indigenous beliefs that help them maintain their psychological wellbeing
and resilience. In particular, past studies revealed that the wellbeing of marginalised and minority communities was enhanced when they maintained their
cultural values and affinity with their cultural traditions. The Kalasha are the last
minority tribe having polytheistic beliefs in north Pakistan. They have maintained their unique traditions, from even before Muslims arrived in the region
and, as historians have documented, they have only been marginally touched
by the influence of Buddhism and Hinduism. The Kalasha are known to be
content and cheerful, as well as peaceful, showing gratitude and enjoying their
simple pastoralist living. The example demonstrated through the Kalasha may
give a deeper understanding of minority communities and their survival, and
reveal clues as to how these communities maintain their resilience through
times of social change. It would thus be an important task to explore the belief
system of the unique group in order to develop an in-depth psychological understanding of their resilient worldviews. One believes that the minority status
and marginalisation do not necessarily lead to lower wellbeing in these communities, contrary to some common beliefs and findings that have reported on
the negative impact of rural lives and marginalisation on wellbeing.
The Kalash Valley’s first-ever Ishpata youth competition was held on May
3, 2016. The event was funded by Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
(AKRSP)/ Enhancing Employability and Leadership for Youth (EELY) project
with financial assistance from the Global Affairs of Canada. It was implemented
by Ayun and (Kalash) Valleys Development Programme (AVDP) and organised
by Kalash People’s Development Network (KPDN). For the first time, such a
competition was held in the Kalasha language.
There is some controversy over what defines the ethnic characteristics of
the Kalash. Although quite numerous before the 20th century, the non-Muslim
minority has seen its numbers dwindle over the past century. A leader of the
Kalash, Saifulla Jan, said, "If any Kalash converts to Islam, they cannot live
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among us anymore. We keep our identity strong.” About three thousand have
converted to Islam or are descendants of converts, yet still live nearby in the
Kalash villages and maintain their language and many aspects of their ancient
culture. By now, sheikhs, or converts to Islam, make up more than half of the
total Kalasha-speaking population.
In contrast to the surrounding Pakistani culture, the Kalasha do not, in general, separate males and females or frown on contact between the sexes. Girls
are initiated into womanhood at an early age of four or five, and married at fourteen or fifteen. If a woman wants to change husband, she will write a letter to
her prospective husband, informing him about how much her current husband
paid for her. This is because the new husband must pay double if he wants
her.
Marriage by elopement is rather frequent, also involving women who are
already married to another man. Indeed, wife-elopement is counted as one of
the "great customs” together with the main festivals. Wife-elopement may lead
in some rare cases to a quasi-feud between clans until peace is negotiated by
mediators, in the form of the double bride-price paid by the new husband to
the ex-husband.
In an ethnographic study, Wynne described the freedom and liberty of
Kalasha women and their openness and freedom in choosing life partners.
However, there has not been any study that links such cultural traditions and
norms to their wellbeing. We do not have much knowledge as to whether their
cultural or ethnic identity affects their wellbeing in a positive or negative way.
Also, limited information is available to understand the implications of the intergroup contact they have with the majority groups. Ethier and Deaux, for instance, showed that weaker ethnic identity was related to higher level of
perception threat from the environment among Hispanic students, which further
lead to reduction in self-esteem and lower levels of identification with the ethnic
group. Therefore, we may argue that if the Kalasha hold a strong ethnic identity
and pride with their background, they should be more resilient, regardless of
the kinds and strengths of threats they may encounter.
The Kalasha, a marginalised ethnic and religious minority group, is known
for their divergent polytheistic beliefs, and represents the outliers of the collectively monotheistic Muslim population of Pakistan. Southeast Asia and South
Asia are among the most culturally diverse parts of the world. However, many
of the minority groups and indigenous people in the region are marginalised
and receive little government support and legal protection compared to such
populations in the West. In Asia, ensuring human rights for minorities and indigenous people at the national and regional level is still in its infancy, especially
in practice. Moreover, there is a dearth of literature on the ethnic and religious
minorities of Asia, and very few studies with a focus on psychological resilience.
The Kalasha are strongly devoted to their culture and religion. However,
during the 1970s and 1980s, the Kalasha people and the valleys experienced
drastic changes like: means of communication, travel, religious conversion, demographic, standards, burial rehearsal, and change in social institutes like
bashali1 and budalak.
The Kalasha community is known as the most festive community of Pakistan as the Kalasha dastoor rotates about the festivals, throughout the year.
Primarily, the Kalasha celebrate two types of religious festivals; one is of purely
religious festivals with rituals only, while the other is a combination of religious
and cultural ceremonies; a mixture of rituals, singing and dancing.

(Excerpts from a research article, written by Sadia Bibi, Iqra Liaqat, Iqra
Munir and Ume Farwa, and submitted to their supervisor, Ms Iram Majeed,
at the Lahore School of Nursing, The University of Lahore)
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Rights

Academic freedom is under
attack in Modi’s India
Aman Abhishek

Last year I had the opportunity to listen to the prominent Indian intellectual
and author, Anand Teltumbde, speak at an academic conference in Delhi.
At one point in his speech, he got teary-eyed and told the audience that
he has lost all hope because India’s transformation into a “Hindu nation”
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi appears complete.
Having followed his profound anti-caste scholarship and civil rights activism closely over the years, I was heartbroken to witness his despair. I
wanted to walk up to him and tell him that things will eventually get better.
But since I did not know him personally, I chose not to. I thought of him and
his sorrow about the state of India often in the following months. I was miles
away in the United States studying towards a PhD, but I was aware of the
increasing repression of dissident academics and student activists in my
home country. So when I read about Professor Teltumbde’s arrest in April
this year, it felt personal. He was accused of having links with Maoist rebels
and conspiring against the government, including “plotting the assassination” of Modi. Countless legal experts agree that the charges are fabricated
and politically motivated, but he remains behind bars to this day.
Sadly, Teltumbde is not the only scholar to have fallen victim to the ongoing witch hunt against government critics in Indian academia – many
public intellectuals have been accused of endangering “national security”
and imprisoned for challenging Modi’s authoritarianism in recent years.
Just last month, a report published by the international NGO Scholars
at Risk exposed the steady curtailment of academic freedoms in India
under the Modi government. While the findings of the report were undoubtedly disturbing, they did not come as a surprise to anyone who has been
following the news from India closely. Since assuming power in 2014,
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has been systematically destroying
the secular, democratic foundations of India and transforming the country
into a strictly Hindu nation. BJP’s Hindu supremacist ideology portrays
Muslims as the nefarious “other”. Moreover, Hindu supremacy is about the
hegemony of upper-caste Hindus. Lower castes, which constitute the majority of the Indian population, are on one hand told to be proud Hindus,
and on the other hand, oppressed violently because the caste system
deems them inferior. It is in this context that anti-caste, Dalit (formerly “untouchable”) scholars such as Teltumbde, as well as Muslim and other dissident academics, are accused of being “anti-national” and prosecuted
with fabricated charges.
Last August, India revoked the special status of Jammu and Kashmir,
a Muslim-majority region over which both India and Pakistan claim jurisdiction. Following this move, the world’s so-called “largest democracy” imposed a communication lockdown in the region, closed all educational
institutions and erected police barracks in university campuses.
Without access to the internet and university campuses, scholars and
students from the region were left struggling to study, teach and communicate with each other and the outside world. To make matters worse,
Hindu nationalist groups supporting the government started attacking
Kashmiri students in other parts of India for merely “looking Kashmiri”.
Scholars working on subjects related to Kashmir, meanwhile, have been
summoned by state authorities to explain why they are doing “anti-national”
research. Attempts by the Indian government and its supporters to silence
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dissenting voices in academia have not been contained within the country’s borders, either. Letters accusing Kashmiri scholars based in the US
of “supporting terrorism” have been sent to the universities they are associated with, and events they participate in have been disturbed by Modi’s
supporters.
Just a few months after the revocation of Kashmir’s special status,
Modi’s BJP rammed the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), which offers
an accelerated path to citizenship to migrants who are not Muslim, through
India’s parliament. On university campuses across India, students held unprecedented, peaceful protests against this blatantly discriminatory law.
These protests were met with brutal state repression. Police and paramilitary forces entered university campuses and fired tear gas and rubber bullets and beat up students. In some cases, officers stood by and watched
as Hindu nationalist groups stormed the same campuses, vandalised property and attacked anti-CAA student protesters.
Indian scholars and students studying abroad, such as myself, watched
these events in horror. Many of us published open letters against the CAA
and in support of the protesters. Despite a large number of signatories including many prominent scholars, these letters made little difference to the
Modi government – it continued its repression of peaceful protesters, which
eventually resulted in an anti-Muslim pogrom in Delhi that claimed 53 lives.
This year, the COVID-19 pandemic provided another opportunity for
the government to clamp down on any criticism of its policies and actions.
As protests became difficult and at times “unlawful gatherings” amid the
pandemic restrictions, the Modi government decided to utilise its powers
to further silence dissenting voices. It started wielding the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act – which gives the state the power to designate an
individual as a terrorist before being proven guilty by trial – against dissident scholars and students participating in anti-CAA protests and anticaste activism.
In July, at the height of the coronavirus crisis, the BJP government also
approved the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) outlining its vision for
India’s education system. Not only does NEP pave the way for further privatisation of education and the erosion of the federal character of the educational structure, BJP’s rhetoric around NEP reveals how Hindu
supremacy is shaping education in India. BJP officials’ discussion of NEP
has been replete with proclamations that education needs to be grounded
in “culture” and “traditions” and that India was a “knowledge superpower”
in the ancient past, before Muslim invasions and British colonialism.
According to Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal, the NEP is based
on the dictum that “nation (comes) first, character (is a) must”. Under this
ideological design, questioning caste oppression, Islamophobia, patriarchy
and crony capitalism is “anti-national” and scholars who dare to do so lack
“character”. The NEP prioritises the development of “practical skills” over
critical thinking abilities. I, myself, have seen what this means during my
undergraduate studies in one of the country’s premier engineering and science institutes, the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT). It means keeping
the curriculum and the university atmosphere strictly apolitical, which ensures graduates obtain remarkable technical skills but remain unable to
think critically and question oppressive structures.
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Your View
Remembering Josh

Farming in KU
The University of Karachi is spread over acres of land, but its vast

I am the grandson of the famous and revolutionary poet Josh Mali-

area lies deserted which can be used to cultivate vegetables to

habadi who died in February 1982 and was buried in the old grave-

meet the growing need of food in the province.

yard of Islamabad in sector H-8. Many years after his demise in the

Apart from several buildings dedicated for faculties, laboratories

1990s, I had submitted a written request to the then chairman of the

and departments, the KU campus houses a separate building of

Capital Development Authority (CDA) to name the H-8 graveyard road

Higher Education Commission, administration, numerous canteens,

in Josh Malihabadi’s memory. No action was taken on the matter.

a residential colony for its employees, bungalows for professors, in-

After some years, the two roads adjoining the graveyard were

cluding the official residence of the vice-chancellor, hostels for boys

named after Patras Bukhari and Faiz Ahmad Faiz. There is no

and girls, official rest house for KU guests, parking lots, a couple of

doubt that both are great personalities, but the fact is they are not

mosques, parks, sports grounds, Rangers’ accommodation and

buried in this graveyard. Later, I sent an application to the CDA of-

water storage facility. Besides, there is a huge and fertile agriculture

ficial concerned as well as the CDA board to name any suitable

land on the premises. While a small portion of the agriculture land

road after Josh Malihabadi. The CDA board recommended that a

is being used by KU employees to grow seasonal vegetables and

road be named after Josh in sector D-12. The CDA also submitted

fruits, its massive area remains abandoned and needs the attention

a summary for cabinet approval to the interior minister, but the file

of the authorities to exploit the agriculture potential. According to

is still pending.

experts, one of the main reasons for the price hike of vegetables is

In the 38 years since Josh’s death, many roads have been named

the low quality of seeds that take more time to grow but produce

after his followers and admirers, but Josh still awaits such a dedica-

tasteless and low-quality vegetables. Most vegetables are grown in

tion. I urge the highest authorities in the land to look into the matter

Punjab, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa compared to Sindh.

and direct the quarters concerned to do the needful.

There is a massive gap between demand and supply of vegetables

Farrukh Jamal

in all provinces. In order to meet the demand, vegetables are trans-

Rawalpindi

ported between the provinces by air and surface, bearing extra cost
that inadvertently is added to the selling price, contributing to the
price hike. This can be controlled by utilising the abandoned land
within Karachi, particularly in Karachi University. High-quality seeds

Migration certificate

will produce high-quality yield, save the cost of inter-provincial

I need a migration certificate from Mehran University of Engineering

transportation, contribute to meeting the food demand of the

and Technology, Jamshoro. I mailed one of the university officials, re-

province and lessen the burden on other provinces. Given the im-

questing for it on Oct 24. After receiving no response, I filed a com-

portance of substantial fertile agriculture land of KU, the Sindh gov-

plaint on the Citizen Portal on Oct 27. On the very next day, I received

ernor, who is also the chancellor the university, the vice-chancellor

a reply explaining the process of applying for the migration certificate.

and the Sindh chief minister should look at what can be done to ex-

An official asked me to submit Rs1,210 as a migration fee and assured

ploit the university’s agricultural land.

me that the certificate would be issued within seven days.
Hasan Adil Malik
Karachi

After seven working days, I sent one of my friends to the university to
collect the certificate, but the staff sent him back, saying the certificate
was not ready. It has been two months now, but I have not received my
migration certificate despite having paid the fee. My friend has visited

ATM troubles

the university several times with an authority letter to collect the certifi-

The salaried class and traders in Buner face great difficulties in

cate on my behalf, but has returned empty-handed every time.

withdrawing money from the banks, as the local ATMs are closed

When I wrote a complaint to the same official again, he advised me to

during the days when the salaries are paid. If anyone inquires

meet the reception desk assistant who told my friend with the authority

about the reason for ATM closure, they are told that the system

letter that the certificate might take more than months. I am extremely

was not working. Under the circumstances, many people have

disappointed with the attitude and lack of professionalism of the uni-

been forced to resort to paying bribes to obtain their hard-earned

versity staff. I have been struggling for more than two months to get

wages. People have been raising voice against this unjust behav-

my certificate, but no official is willing to do the job. I urge the higher

iour of the ATM managers for a year, but have not seen any

authorities to take notice of such unprofessional conduct of the univer-

progress on the issue. The authorities concerned should take ac-

sity staff concerned and bring them to task for creating troubles for stu-

tion against the ATM managers involved in such malpractices.

dents and wasting their precious time and energy.
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Irshad Ullah

Faraz Ali Shah

Daggar, Buner

Lahore
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An enormous supervolcano may be
hiding under Alaskan islands

Arctic squirrels recycle bits of their own
bodies to survive winter

Beth Geiger

Carolyn Wilke

A mysterious, previously
undiscovered supervolcano
may be lurking beneath
Alaska’s Aleutian Islands.
A new study suggests a
wide crater, created when
the supervolcano exploded,
connects at least four existing volcanoes. It’s so big
that if the supervolcano erupted during the last few thousand years, it could
have disrupted civilizations around the world, says John Power, a geophysicist at the U.S. Geological Survey’s Alaska Volcano Observatory.
The discovery, not yet confirmed, emerged from several pieces of evidence
that at first glance seem unrelated, says Diana Roman, a volcanologist at
Carnegie Institution for Science in Washington, D.C. “There’s no one smoking gun,” she says. And in fact, the mythical-sounding Islands of the Four
Mountains, actually six volcanoes located near the center of the island chain,
look like an ordinary volcanic cluster. But taken together, the data point convincingly to the existence of a caldera about 20 kilometers across. The volcanoes’ peaks are arranged in a ring and bathymetric seafloor mapping,
mostly from the 1950s, shows arc-shaped ridges and a 130-meter-deep depression in the center of the ring. Both are clues that the volcanoes are connected by one big caldera, a massive crater that forms when a very large
magma chamber in a volcano explodes and empties.
Gravity data from satellites echo the look of other calderas. And analysis of
such volcanic gases such as sulfur dioxide, as well as patterns of microearthquakes also suggest the presence of a caldera. Some of the clues
that a supervolcano may lurk under the Islands of the Four Mountains, in
the Aleutian Islands chain in southwest Alaska, come from seafloor topography mapping, like this bathymetry map compiled by NOAA. Gray areas
mark the existing volcanoes.

Arctic ground squirrels
can survive harsh winters with below-freezing temps by holing up
for some eight months
without eating. These
hibernators “live at the
most extreme edge of
existence, just barely
hovering over death, and we don’t fully understand how this works,”
says Sarah Rice, a biochemist at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.
By snooping on what’s going on inside these squirrels, researchers
now have a better idea. Nutrients recycled from muscle breakdown help
the animals get by during hibernation, Rice and her colleagues report
in Nature Metabolism. From autumn to spring, Arctic ground squirrels
(Urocitellus parryii) hibernate in bouts of deep torpor. In a state akin to
suspended animation, the squirrels breathe just once a minute, and
their hearts beat five times per minute. Every two or three weeks, the
squirrels revive somewhat for about 12 to 24 hours; their body temperatures rise, and the animals shiver and sleep, but don’t eat, drink or
defecate.
To monitor the animals’ body chemistry, “I worked in dark, cold chambers — utterly quiet —surrounded by hibernating squirrels,” Rice says.
Periodically, she carefully withdrew blood from a tube inserted in their
blood vessels. During the squirrels’ torpor, Rice and her team observed
a chemical signal showing that skeletal muscle was slowly breaking
down. That process would release compounds containing nitrogen, an
element important for making the proteins found in muscle. But hibernators, including these squirrels, are known to hang on to muscle mass
as they hibernate. So the scientists wondered whether the squirrels
build up new stores of protein during hibernation, and if so, how.
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High blood pressure in middle age can harm your brain
Alan Mozes
High blood pressure can begin to take a toll on memory and thinking
skills as early as middle age, new Brazilian research warns.
And you won't be spared simply by keeping high blood pressure at bay
until you hit your golden years, because the study found that even
those who hadn't developed high blood pressure until becoming seniors still experienced a faster decline in thinking skills than those who
continued to remain heart-healthy in their golden years. "As a practical
matter, this suggests that we must prevent hypertension at any age in
order to avoid its deleterious effect on cognitive (thinking) decline,"
said study author Dr. Sandhi Barreto, a professor of medicine at the
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais in Belo Horizonte, Brazil.
Whether or not high blood pressure directly triggers mental decline remains an open question, however, given that "proof of causation is
very difficult," said Barreto. But even if it does, it's not all bad news,
she added, because the results also indicate that thinking skills can
be preserved -- or at least impairment slowed down -- by getting high
blood pressure under control through medication and lifestyle changes.
In the study, roughly 7,000 participants were drawn from six Brazilian
cities and were about 59, on average, when they first enrolled in the
study. Blood pressure history was noted at the study's launch. And during two testing periods -- 2008/2010 and again in 2012/2014 -- participants underwent repeated assessments (for an average of four years)
designed to track changes in memory, language skills, concentration,

attention, motor speed and mental "flexibility."
The team ultimately found that middle-aged and senior participants
whose top (systolic) blood pressure number and bottom (diastolic)
number were deemed "high" experienced some form of accelerated
decline in thinking skills, compared with those who maintained normal
blood pressure readings. Memory took a clear hit among all those with
high blood pressure, whether initially diagnosed before or after the age
of 55, as those folks saw their score on all tests of thinking skills collectively start to fall.

Workers report adverse vaccine reactions
Ralph Ellis
Two healthcare workers at Bartlett Regional Hospital in Juneau, Alaska,
had adverse reactions after receiving the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine. Neither reaction was considered life threatening, the hospital said.
The first worker got the injection and showed signs of an anaphylactic reaction within 10 minutes, Katie Bausler, the hospital community relations
director said in a Facebook post. The worker had “increased heartbeat,
shortness of breath and skin rash and redness. She was given epinephrine
and Benadryl, admitted to the hospital, and put on an intravenous epinephrine drip,” the post said.
That worker stayed in the hospital for two nights. Bartlett Regional Hospital
Emergency Room Director Lindy Jones, MD, said her reaction was serious
but not life threatening. The second worker got an injection and soon experienced eye puffiness, lightheadedness, and scratchy throat, the hospital
said. He was taken to the emergency department and given epinephrine,
Pepcid, and Benadryl. “He felt completely back to normal within an hour
and was released. He too does not want his experience to have a negative
impact on his colleagues lining up for the vaccine,” the hospital said on
Facebook. His reaction was not considered anaphylaxis. More than 400
hospital workers have signed up to receive the vaccine, and 144 got it during phase one of the vaccination process, the hospital said.
The adverse reactions were reported to the CDC. Health authorities have
said people receiving the COVID-19 vaccine could expect physical reactions typical of most vaccinations, such as soreness at the injection site
and fatigue. “We expected that a side effect like this could occur after reports of anaphylaxis were made in England after people there received the
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine,” Alaska’s Chief Medical Officer Anne
Zink, MD, said in statement released by the Alaska Department of Health
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and Social Services. “All sites that are approved to provide vaccinations in
Alaska must have medications on hand to deal with an allergic reaction
and that was the case in Juneau.”
In the United Kingdom, two people had reactions following the rollout of
the Pfizer vaccine. Health authorities responded by saying people with a
history of allergic reactions should delay taking the new vaccine. Paul Offit,
MD, a member of the FDA’s Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee, told CNN that doctors must watch closely for the kinds
of allergic reactions seen in Alaska. "Currently, the CDC recommendation
is that if you ever had a severe allergic reaction to an injectable medical
product, you shouldn't get this vaccine," said Offit, director of the Vaccine
Education Center and professor of pediatrics at Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia.
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Education

The Midnight Sky

Corrina Antrobus

Nick De Semlyen

Education, the last entry in
Steve McQueen’s Small Axe
anthology, is a powerful exposé
of the ’70s British schooling
system. 12-year-old Kingsley
(Kenyah Sandy) is a mesmeric
blend of hungry, shy and determined. With that sweet distant gaze into galaxies unknown, the wouldbe astronaut is capable of whatever future he wants if opportunity allows,
even if his white friends claim “you can’t have a Black man in space”.
His devoted family — played by Sharlene Whyte and Daniel Francis, excellent as his overworked, house-proud parents, and Tamara Lawrance,
as his equally ambitious sister — are worn down but resilient, set to
catch him before he falls. But not without the help of community activists
who find ways to infiltrate Kingsley’s school to bear witness and report
back. Between blatant disregard and using the kids as a bored audience
for guitar solos, the treatment of the pupils is subpar at best, racist at
worst. As an artist, not historian, McQueen doesn't just teach — he also
helps us feel what these lesser-told stories were like. Immersed in the
lush detail of their cosy Caribbean migrant home, we're emotionally
transported to ’70s London and how it played out for this loving family.
McQueen’s own experience of being dyslexic yet gifted looms large in this
fictional story festering in home truths. Education schools us as to where
racism lies within the history of teaching and duly nods to Grenadian writer
and politician Bernard Coard’s 1971 polemical pamphlet,

Come Away
Ben Travis
As the director of Pixar’s
Brave, and a writer on Disney animated favourites like
The Lion King and Beauty
and the Beast, filmmaker
Brenda Chapman knows a
thing or two about fairy tales
and allegorical fables. But while her debut live-action film as director
attempts to reimagine both Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan in quasiretellings — part hypothetical origin stories, part fantasy-infused comingof-age analogy — it doesn’t quite connect in the same way as her
animated work.
If it’s hard to pin down exactly how Come Away positions itself in relation
to Lewis Carroll and J.M. Barrie’s most famous stories — the film never
quite seems sure either. Living in the British countryside, children David
(Reece Yates), Peter (Jordan A. Nash) and Alice (Keira Chansa) let their
imaginations run wild in flights of fancy, dreaming up woodland tea parties
and pirate battles where brandished twigs become swords and spears,
in a summer where the discovery of a washed-up boat brings infinite
promise. But when David dies suddenly — a devastating emotional blow,
the impact of which is cushioned by the PG presentation — Alice and
Peter see their parents (Angelina Jolie and David Oyelowo, among a
starry adult cast) hit hard by harsh reality, grief giving way to gambling
debts and day-drinking. The kids’ attempts to improve their family’s circumstances send them on a dangerous quest, embellished with fantastical flourishes ripped from Carroll and Barrie’s stories.
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It opens with a man with a
hefty grey beard, toiling in
the Arctic to help humanity.
So far, so The Christmas
Chronicles 2. But unlike
that other Netflix offering of
this season, The Midnight
Sky is a sombre, urgent affair. George Clooney’s seventh film as director, it adapts an elegiac 2016
novel by Lily Brooks-Dalton into a double-stranded sci-fi helix about planet
Earth’s last, desperate days. It cuts between a scientist down here trying
to get a message into the sky and the inhabitants of the spacecraft he’s
attempting to reach. And it’s by far Clooney’s most ambitious work behind
the camera to date, not least as he had to toggle technical duties with
maintaining that massive beard. Half of the film sees him channelling both
Iñárritu and DiCaprio, as he drops himself into a kind of polar spin on The
Revenant (scripted by the writer of the actual Revenant, Mark L. Smith).
Clooney’s sickly scientist Augustine Lofthouse (a character name that
sounds like he should be getting upset about a gazebo in a P.G. Wodehouse novel) must trek through a blizzard, fend off wolves and face freezing waters, all the while looking after a mysterious young girl who has
come into his orbit. Presumably there’s a deleted scene in which he wrestles a walrus. As director, Clooney whips up a convincingly bleak tundra.
And Lofthouse is a glum but compelling character, stooped over with regrets but trudging forward with the determination of a man who knows he
has one chance to finally make things right.

The Racer
Ian Freer
The Racer is based on a weird
knot in Tour de France history. In
1998, the world’s most famous
bike race held its initial stages
(the Grand Départ in Tour parlance) in Ireland for the first time,
amidst a widespread doping
scandal that rocked the sport
pre-Lance Armstrong. Kieron J. Walsh’s film takes this potentially engaging
context and squanders it, finding some interesting texture around cycling
procedures but syringing too much melodrama into the film’s system, rendering it a blunt, predictable sports flick.
The Racer centres on Dom Chabol (Louis Taipe), a legendary 38-year-old
domestique, or pacesetter, for a world-beating team. Yet at the start of the
competition, he is dumped for being over-the-hill, only to be immediately reinstated when the team falls foul of the increasingly widespread drug tests.
The film is good on the minutiae of the cycling world, from the drug-laced
blood transfusions initiated by team masseur Sonny (Iain Glen), to the practicalities of urinating mid-race, to some of the japery that goes on between
team members. The toll on the riders’ physical and mental health is tangible.
Yet time and again the drama becomes overwrought. On top of all the cycling
shenanigans, Walsh’s script also gives Dom an estranged sister to deal with,
medical emergencies, a burgeoning romance with a young doctor (Tara Lee),
who gives Dom a sense of what life might be like away from the bike, and
clichéd anxiety dreams about the fear of losing.
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The House of Islam: A Global History

The River of Consciousness

Ed Husain

Oliver Sacks

“Islam began as a stranger,” said
the Prophet Mohammed, “and one
day, it will again return to being a
stranger.”
The gulf between Islam and the
West is widening. A faith rich with
strong values and traditions, observed by nearly two billion people
across the world, is seen by the
West as something to be feared
rather than understood. Sensational headlines and hard-line policies spark enmity, while ignoring the
feelings, narratives and perceptions that preoccupy Muslims today.
Wise and authoritative, The House of Islam seeks to provide entry to the
minds and hearts of Muslims the world over. It introduces us to the fairness, kindness and mercy of Mohammed; the aims of sharia law, through
commentary on scripture, to provide an ethical basis to life; the beauty
of Islamic art and the permeation of the divine in public spaces; and the
tension between mysticism and literalism that still threatens the House
of Islam.
The decline of the Muslim world and the current crises of leadership
mean that a glorious past, full of intellectual nobility and purpose, is now
exploited by extremists and channelled into acts of terror. How can Muslims confront the issues that are destroying Islam from within, and what
can the West do to help work towards that end? Ed Husain expertly and
compassionately guides us through the nuances of Islam and its people,
contending that the Muslim world need not be a stranger to the West,
nor its enemy, but a peaceable ally.

Two weeks before his death, Oliver
Sacks outlined the contents of The
River of Consciousness, the last
book he would oversee. The bestselling author of On the Move, Musicophilia, and The Man Who
Mistook His Wife for a Hat, Sacks
is known for his illuminating case
histories about people living with
neurological conditions at the far
borderlands of human experience.
But his grasp of science was not
restricted to neuroscience or medicine; he was fascinated by the issues, ideas, and questions of all
the sciences. That wide-ranging
expertise and passion informs the perspective of this book, in which he
interrogates the nature not only of human experience but of all life. In
The River of Consciousness, Dr Sacks takes on evolution, botany,
chemistry, medicine, neuroscience, and the arts, and calls upon his
great scientific and creative heroes - above all, Darwin, Freud, and
William James. For Sacks, these thinkers were constant companions
from an early age; the questions they explored - the meaning of evolution, the roots of creativity, and the nature of consciousness - lie at the
heart of science and of this book. The River of Consciousness demonstrates Sacks's unparalleled ability to make unexpected connections,
his sheer joy in knowledge, and his unceasing, timeless endeavour to
understand what makes us human.

The Queen's Assassin

Nautanki Diaries

Melissa de La Cruz

Dominic Franks

Perfect for fans of Sarah J. Maas and Red
Queen, this is the first novel in a sweeping
YA fantasy-romance duet about a deadly
assassin, his mysterious apprentice, and
the country they are sworn to protect from
#1 NYT bestselling author Melissa de la
Cruz. Caledon Holt is the kingdom's deadliest weapon. No one alive can best him in
speed, strength, or brains, which is why he
is the Hearthstone Guild’s most dangerous
member. Cal is also the Queen s Assassin,
bound to her by magic and unable to leave
her service until the task she has set for
him is fulfilled. Shadow of the Honey Glade has been training all her
life to join the Guild, hoping that one day she will become an assassin
as feared and revered as Cal. But Shadow’s mother and aunts expect
her to serve the crown as a lady of the Renovian Court. When a surprise attack brings Shadow and Cal together, they are forced to team
up as assassin and apprentice. Even though Shadow’s life belongs
to the court and Cal’s belongs to the queen, they cannot deny their
attraction to each other. But now, with war on the horizon and true
love at risk, Shadow and Cal will uncover a shocking web of lies that
will change their paths forever.

Nautanki Diaries sits comfortably in
the travelogue niche, yet in the
best traditions of travel writing it
does much more than just describe
the passing scenery. With candour
and a quirky sense of humour, the
author carries the reader on a
twenty-two-day journey on a cycle
from Bengaluru to New Delhi, aiming to reach in time for the 2010
Commonwealth Games. As a
schoolboy, Dominic Franks looked
up to his sports coach, Shikaari, as
a mentor and inspiration. Shikaari
inadvertently planted the seed of a
journey that he himself had made
in 1982 in his young student's mind. Eventually, the author decides to
use the same sort of “doodhwallah” bicycle and names her Nautanki.
Replete with anecdotes and (un)conventional wisdom gleaned from
the conversations he has along the way, Nautanki Diaries is a “cycling
book”-one that allows the reader to share the intricacies of cycling as
a sport, as meditation in motion, and as a craft. As for Nautanki-she
plays her role perfectly, in true heroine style, right till her very last act.
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