Viewpoint

Why did India open a
backchannel to the Taliban?
Abdul Basit

In a crucial policy shift, India recently acknowledged that it had entered into
backchannel communications with the Taliban in Afghanistan.
In early June, the Indian media reported that New Delhi has started talking to certain factions and leaders of the armed group against the backdrop
of the withdrawal of the United States forces from Afghanistan. A few days
later, India’s Ministry of External Affairs all but confirmed these reports, stating that “we are in touch with various stakeholders … in pursuance of our
long-term commitment towards development and reconstruction of
Afghanistan”.
The Taliban’s Quetta-based leadership and Qatari officials have also
confirmed these backchannel meetings. Until recently, India has been reluctant to openly communicate with the Taliban because it feared that such
a move could damage its relations with the Afghan government and its powerful regional and global backers. While Indian intelligence officials have
occasionally connected with Taliban fighters to protect India’s interests over
the years, most notably in 2011 to secure the release of kidnapped Indian
engineers and personnel working in Afghanistan, New Delhi always refrained from establishing a permanent communication channel with the
group.
It viewed the Taliban as nothing but a proxy for its main regional rival,
Pakistan, and believed that it had little to gain from directly engaging the
group. Moreover, New Delhi did not want to compromise its official policy
of not talking to any “militant groups” by entering into a dialogue with the
Taliban, as it believed that doing so would put it under increased pressure
to start talking to Kashmiri rebel groups as well.
But much has changed in the past few years. In 2015, Iran and Russia
started to support the Taliban to stop another armed group, the Islamic State
of Khorasan (ISK), from expanding its influence over Afghanistan. Knowing
the limitations of Afghan security forces and the Taliban’s operational
strength, they opted to form a working relationship with the Taliban to contain the ISK. Since then, the Taliban further established itself as a legitimate
stakeholder in Afghanistan by gradually strengthening its diplomatic relations with the international community, scoring significant territorial gains
against the Afghan government, and clinching a historic peace deal with
the US in February 2020. It is now widely accepted that the Taliban will continue to have a significant influence over Afghanistan after the US completes its withdrawal from the country in September 2021.
All this put India in a difficult position and forced it to rethink its approach
to the armed group. In the end, it decided to form backchannel communications with relatively friendly factions of the Taliban to avoid losing strategic
space to its regional rivals, especially Pakistan, after the US’s withdrawal
from Afghanistan. In September 2020, India’s External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar signalled his country’s interest in entering into a dialogue with
the Taliban for the first time by participating in the intra-Afghan peace talks
taking place in Doha via video link. A senior Indian delegation also attended
the talks. This was the first time that high-ranking Indian officials attended
an event in their official capacity alongside the representatives of the Taliban. Since then, Indian security officials started opening channels of communication with several Taliban factions that are perceived as being
“nationalist” or outside the sphere of influence of Pakistan and Iran.
India has a lot to gain from these backchannel communications. New
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Delhi wants to protect its security interests and investments in Afghanistan
after the US exit from the country. Particularly, it wants to make sure that
Kashmir-focused armed groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-eMuhammad (JeM) do not use Afghanistan as a staging ground to launch
attacks in the Indian-administered Kashmir. Having a backchannel with the
Taliban can help the Indian authorities ensure that Afghanistan does not
transform into a big security threat for New Delhi in the years to come.
The Taliban can also gain a lot from a backchannel with India. The group
will need significant outside help after the US’s exit from Afghanistan to
reach its development and reconstruction goals. India can provide this help
in exchange for security guarantees. India’s outreach to the Taliban can
also positively affect the ongoing Afghan peace process by minimising the
possibility of an India-Pakistan proxy war in post-US Afghanistan. If India
succeeds in establishing an informal bilateral relationship with the Taliban,
Afghanistan can stay out of any skirmishes between India and Pakistan in
the future and instead focus on its own domestic problems and struggles.
But the success of India’s backchannel communications with the Taliban
will depend, at least partially, on Pakistan’s response. At best, Islamabad
will choose to stay neutral, neither encouraging nor discouraging such contacts. At worst, it will move to sideline elements within the Taliban known to
be talking to India and discourage the armed group from communicating
with New Delhi. While Pakistan’s opposition will undoubtedly hinder the dialogue between the Taliban and India, it will not necessarily end it.
The Taliban remained neutral in the face of India-Pakistan tensions over
the revocation of Kashmir’s semiautonomous status in August 2019,
demonstrating that it wants to forge a foreign policy independent of Pakistan. While it is undoubtedly still highly dependent on Pakistan, its recent
territorial gains against the Afghan government, growing financial independence and newly formed diplomatic ties with other influential members of the
international community, gave the Taliban a certain level of independence.
It is now positioned to become a political power accepted by the international community and it is slowly escaping Pakistan’s grip.
All this signals that the Taliban will continue to talk to India despite Pakistan’s protestations. But only time will tell whether this dialogue will succeed
in bringing much-needed security and stability to the region.
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Israeli settlers: The face of US
imperialism in the Middle East
Haythem Guesmi

“Death to Arabs!” “May your village burn!” “A second Nakba is coming!” These
were the slogans young Israeli settlers chanted as they marched through occupied East Jerusalem’s old city on June 15.
The Zionist nationalist march, celebrating the anniversary of Israel’s 1967
occupation of East Jerusalem, had eerie similarities not only with last century’s
Nazi rallies in Europe, but also with the more recent examples of racial hatred
we have seen on the other side of the Atlantic, in the United States.
For example, watching last month’s so-called “March of the flags” in
Jerusalem, it was difficult not to be reminded of the 2017 white supremacist
march in Charlottesville, Virginia, where American white nationalists carrying
tiki torches chanted slogans like “You will not replace us” and “The South will
rise again”. Perhaps the only difference between these two public declarations
of racial hatred and the genocidal intention was the fact that, unlike their American counterparts, the Israeli racists faced no backlash or punishment.
Indeed, as genocidal slogans filled the streets of occupied Jerusalem, the
Israeli police refrained from making any attempts to control the settlers, but
arrested 17 Palestinians protesting against this blatant provocation for “disturbing the peace”. The similarities between white supremacists in the US and
Zionist settlers in Israel are not coincidental. The connection between the two
groups goes much deeper than a shared disdain for “the other”. In fact, the
Israeli settlers epitomise the ideals and policies of US imperialism in the MENA
region. In May 2021, Muna al-Kurd, a young Palestinian woman, accused an
Israeli settler named Jacob of stealing her family home in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood in East Jerusalem. “Jacob, you know that this is not your
home,” she told him in English. The settler replied in a thick US accent: “Yes,
but if I go, you don’t go back, so what’s the problem? Why are you yelling at
me?” Jacob, who gained worldwide infamy after a video of the above interaction went viral, was later revealed to be Yaakov Fauci – a Trump supporter
from New York who is affiliated with the US-based settler organisation Nahalat
Shimon.
No one, of course, was surprised to find out that the new poster boy of violent settler colonialism in Palestine is an Israeli American with apparent ties
to white supremacist politics in the US. Israeli American settlers have long
been leading the efforts to dispossess Palestinians of their homes and land
with the support of the Israeli Supreme Court and the Israeli government. And
the arguments settlers use to justify their violence – that they are the rightful
owners of the land, that they are culturally superior to the Indigenous population, that they are only “defending” themselves – are almost identical to those
that are being used by white supremacists in the US.
The best place to look to understand the obvious parallels between the
goals and methods of Israeli settlers and US white supremacists is perhaps
the life and politics of Naftali Bennett, Israel’s new prime minister. Born to
American parents who emigrated from San Francisco after the 1967 Six-Day
War, Bennett was once the head of the settlers’ Yesha Council, whose objective is “to safeguard Israel’s strategic expanses – between the Jordan River
and the Mediterranean Sea”. He built his political career as the protégé of
Benjamin Netanyahu and boasted of being even more right wing than the warmonger former prime minister. To this day, he is a staunch supporter of the
one-state solution and the annexation of the West Bank by Israel. “I’ve killed
lots of Arabs in my life,” he once declared, “and there’s no problem with that.”
Like the white supremacists in the US, Bennett is adamant that the Indigenous
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inhabitants of the lands his people are trying to claim for themselves are somewhat sub-human, and he is willing to imprison, abuse, and even kill them to
achieve his goals. His story is an ethno-nationalist one penned in Palestinian
blood and stolen soil.
Israeli settlers, from Naftali Bennett to Yaalov Faauci, are undoubtedly genuine embodiments of violent ethno-nationalism and the US brand of white supremacy in Israel. But they are also much more than that. Today, Israeli settlers
are the “Jewish face” of US imperialism in the MENA region. Palestinian-American intellectual and literary critic Edward Said famously talked about the connection between imperialism and Zionism. “There is an unmistakable
coincidence between the experiences of Arab Palestinians at the hands of Zionism and the experiences of those black, yellow, and brown people who
were described as inferior and subhuman by nineteenth-century imperialists,”
he wrote in his 1979 essay, Zionism from the Standpoint of its Victims. “It is
important to remember that in joining the general Western enthusiasm for
overseas territorial acquisition, Zionism never spoke of itself unambiguously
as a Jewish liberation movement, but rather as a Jewish movement for colonial settlement in the Orient.”
For Said, it was clear that the same policies of ghettoised segregation and
pogroms perpetuated against Indigenous peoples and cultures and on which
the very ideas of US nationalism and imperialism were built are integral to
how Zionists have imagined and executed the dispossession and annihilation
of Palestinians. Today, in light of the global dominance of the US, there is little
doubt that Zionism, and thus Israel’s settler colonialism, is an extension of
American imperialism.
And not only Palestinians, but also Jews across the globe, are its victims.
In her popular 2007 pamphlet, The Past Didn’t Go Anywhere, Jewish activist
April Rosenblum argued that “the point of anti-Jewish oppression is to keep a
Jewish face in front, so that Jews, instead of ruling classes, become the target
for peoples’ rage.” She explained how for centuries the ruling classes used
Jews for “middlemen” jobs “that put them in direct contact with the exploited,
disgruntled peasantry, shielding themselves from the backlash for their unjust
policies”. And today, the US imperialists and Zionists are using Jews as a
buffer, a middle agent, to shield themselves from any backlash against their
imperial and ethno-nationalist ambitions in the Middle East.
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Counterterrorism

Kazakh efforts to repatriate ISIL
fighters should be replicated
Talgat Kaliyev

It feels like a long time ago that we fought the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also
known as ISIS). The world has moved on to other
problems since the military defeat of this terrorist
group in March 2019. Yet the challenges associated with ISIL are far from over. As well as the continuing global threat of terrorism, one of the key
issues is what to do with detained ISIL soldiers,
their families, and those that joined the group at
the height of its power.
For one reason or another, roughly 40,000
people travelled to the areas controlled by the
group from 81 countries. The Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) captured thousands of foreign fighters and their families. In January this year, SDF
said it held around 2,000 foreign fighters and
13,000 foreign women and children who are family
members of ISIL-linked fighters.
The question now is what to do with these individuals. While many countries, including those in
the West, have hesitated to repatriate their citizens,
Kazakhstan has taken a very different approach. It
carried out operations “Zhusan” and “Rusafa”, as part of which around 700
of citizens have been brought home, including 520 children. The others are
mostly women. Twenty-five men who were brought back have been prosecuted as ISIL fighters. The effort is based on humanitarian grounds. Many
women and children were stranded without access to basic needs, including food, shelter, clean water, health and education. They were exposed to
abuse, exploitation and potential recruitment by terrorist groups.
Bringing back individuals who were once part of ISIL can certainly carry
security risks. Nevertheless, many of the women were deceived by ISIL
propaganda, then held against their will. Some were simply naive. Crucially, the children had no choice in this matter, and it is therefore morally
and politically right to give them another chance. It is for this reason that
the first president of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, made the decision to repatriate its citizens from Syria and Iraq. This policy has continued
under the current President, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev.
Repatriating the citizens has only been half the battle. It has been just
as important to ensure their rehabilitation and reintegration into society.
The state-run rehabilitation programme has been designed to offer mental
health care, family support, housing, education and job opportunities. Children of ISIL fighters have been given Kazakh birth certificates and Kazakh
names, while women have been issued clean passports and documents
to reduce social stigmatisation and facilitate their integration into society.
Accommodation was initially provided in specially created adaptation centres. They included round-the-clock support from social workers, psychologists, teachers, theologians and medical workers. Most of the children
spoke Arabic, so it involved Arabic language specialists to establish contact. To help the children integrate into society, individual learning pro-
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grammes were developed with the involvement of teachers, who provided
classes in mathematics, languages, and other subjects.
This stage of rehabilitation lasted for a month, after which the families
were transferred to the place of residence of their relatives and friends. An
important part of the rehabilitation programme was devoted to restoring
family ties. The initial rehabilitation stage enabled children to start school
with other pupils, while younger kids joined preschool education centres
and kindergartens. The families have also been offered stationery, clothing
and food supplies, while they get back on their feet. Overall, more than
300 specialists have been involved across the country. As well as giving
families and children a second chance, the policy will contribute to preventing radicalisation and violent extremism in Kazakhstan, as many families publicly spoke about the horrors they witnessed in Syria under ISIL
rule. It will deter others from wanting to join terrorist organisations.
The country certainly faced challenges along the way. Some children
have struggled to readjust. Some relatives and friends of individuals who
joined ISIL decided to cut all ties with them, hampering reintegration efforts.
Nevertheless, the decision to repatriate citizens has been vindicated. The
US State Department, for example, has been highly appreciative of Kazakhstan’s repatriation efforts, and plays an important role in assisting
Kazakh authorities with delivering effective rehabilitation.
Unfortunately, many families from other countries are still left stranded
in Syria and Iraq. The authorities in these countries do not have enough
resources to keep ISIL prisoners and their families in captivity indefinitely,
especially during the coronavirus pandemic. Other countries should
therefore study Kazakhstan’s experience and consider repatriating their
citizens as well.
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Brutality

Roma deaths are newsworthy
in their own right
Carmen Baltzar

On June 19, a Romani man called Stanislav Tomá died in the city of
Teplice in the Czech Republic after a police officer knelt on his neck for
several minutes. A video of the incident, showing Tomá scream and writhe
under the police officer’s knee before ceasing to move, has spread across
Czech social media networks, raising questions about the proportionality
of the force used by the police.
In response, the Czech police quickly embarked on a character assassination campaign against the dead man. They accused Tomá of being a
repeat offender and a drug addict. They shared on social media a video in
which he appeared to be under the influence of drugs prior to his violent
arrest. They also said a court-ordered preliminary autopsy proved his
death was not linked to the police actions, but to drugs.
Questions have been raised by international rights organisations about
the narrative put forward by the police, and there are concerns over the
independence of the autopsy report. Nevertheless, Czech Interior Minister
Jan Hamá ek has publicly thanked the police for their actions and expressed support for their conduct. Tomá is not here to tell his side of the
story.
An independent inquest is the least the family of the deceased deserves. The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) has penned an open
letter to the Czech Prime Minister and the Ministry of the Interior requesting
this, and pressure brought about by media attention could help them
achieve this goal. So far, The Guardian, The Washington Post and the
BBC have reported on the case, which is more mainstream media attention
than violence against Romani people often receives.
News reports compared the death of Tomá with the May 2020 police
murder of George Floyd, which triggered Black Lives Matter (BLM) and
racial justice protests across the United States and beyond. Some reports
even referred to Tomá as “the Czech George Floyd”. It is reasonable to
assume that the elevated consciousness of racially motivated violence
brought about by the BLM movement and obvious parallels between the
case of Floyd and that of Tomá motivated these respected news outlets
with wide readerships to cover this story.
In recent history, Romani deaths have rarely been considered newsworthy. The December 2020 death of a Romani woman named Anna in
the official Roma camp of Scondigliano in Napoli, for example, received
almost no media attention. According to the Italian Roma Rights Group
Movimento Kethane, Anna started to feel unwell shortly after she returned
to Secondigliano from a nearby hospital, where she had given birth to her
sixth child via Cesarean section. The camp had been declared a “red zone”
meaning no one was allowed to leave after many of its inhabitants tested
positive for COVID-19.
Anna’s sister tried to assist her out of the camp to seek treatment every
day for a week while her condition deteriorated, but they were denied exit
by the two police officers guarding the gates. On the last day, after the officers once again refused to let them out, Anna collapsed at the gates, lifeless. Movimento Kethane and Roma activists have been attempting to
draw attention to the case, but only a few local newspapers covered it.
The lack of media coverage of Anna’s death was not an anomaly. Mainstream news outlets have largely ignored the devastating effects of the
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pandemic on Roma, the group facing the greatest structural inequality in
Europe. Enforced containments of Roma camps across Europe due to
COVID-19 left many Romani people unable to meet their most basic needs
and enabled excessive policing. Many Roma living outside official camps
have struggled to make a living under strict lockdowns, but received no
support from governments. Nevertheless, mainstream media paid little attention to their plight.
Mob violence and hate crimes against Roma are also on the rise across
Europe. Romani people are experiencing routine discrimination, enforced
displacement, violent assaults and even pogroms due to their ethnic identity. They are also facing structural police violence and abuse across the
continent. In recent years, the ERRC has documented police forces colluding with far-right groups during ethnic pogroms, torturing Roma in custody, killing them in their own homes, and embarking on punitive raids on
Roma-majority areas.
But reliable data on anti-Roma violence is hard to come by for a number
of reasons. Trust in authorities is low within Roma communities, so cases
are often left unreported. Police violence against Roma is rarely prosecuted or officially acknowledged. The European Union is also careful of
collecting ethnicity data, which would expose the massive scale of abuse
and discrimination facing Europe’s Romani communities. Cases like
Anna’s do not show up in any statistics. It remains to be seen whether that
of Stanislav Tomá will.
All this resulted in the media, and consequently the public, turning a
blind eye to the suffering of Roma. Silence and apathy surround inhumane
treatment. Therefore, there is much reason to be pleased about the attention Tomá ’s case received from the media – even if it only happened due
to the obvious parallels between his case and that of Floyd.
It is, however, also necessary to critically examine the damage that can
be done by attempting to merge the Roma struggle for equality and justice
with the Black Lives Matter movement. Stanislav Tomá cannot be “the
Czech George Floyd” because he was not Black, he was Roma. Suggesting Black and Roma struggles are one and the same is not only counterproductive, but also offensive to both communities.
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Racism

The coloniality of Canadian
Islamophobia – and anti-Islamophobia
Azeezah Kanji

In the wake of the latest fatal targeted assault on Muslims in Canada – the third
in four years – “anti-Islamophobia” is being used as yet another tool to consolidate the Islamophobic status quo.
Political leaders have shed tears for the Afzaal family mown down in London, Ontario on a public street, while maintaining policies that brutalise Muslims
largely out of sight: increasing military spending; selling arms to states that
slaughter Muslims; attempting to deport Muslim refugees to the risk of torture;
and spending millions of dollars to fight the compensation claims of “War on
Terror” torture survivors in court.
Politicians across the political spectrum have embraced the use of counterterrorism to combat “right-wing extremism,” further entrenching legal
weapons wielded overwhelmingly against Muslims in the name of protecting
Muslims. For example, when the Proud Boys were listed as a “terrorist entity”
earlier this year, nine other Islamist-identified groups were also quietly added
to the list – exacerbating the list’s Muslim-centrism under the cover of antiracism. Criminally charging the London perpetrator as a terrorist does not rectify
the counterterrorism “colour line”; it masks it. Nathaniel Veltman, the man who
mowed down the Afzaal family in London, is being prosecuted for an act of
killing already committed, while Muslims are criminalised pre-emptively for acts
distant from any death or injury at all. This has produced a situation in which
Muslims, responsible for less than 10 percent of casualties from public political
violence in Canada since 9/11, have been subjected to 98 percent of completed
terrorism prosecutions.
If Veltman were to have been treated “equally” to a Muslim, he and members of his entire family and community would have been harassed regularly
at their school and work by security agencies, denied security clearances for
playing paintball, surveilled in their places of worship, targeted for entrapment
while struggling with mental illness, placed preventively under suffocating
“peace bond” conditions without trial, and put on no-fly lists on the basis of
name coincidences and racist stereotypes: draconian state powers that should
not be “equalised” but dismantled.
In the days following the attack, Canadian media aired an almost constant
stream of Muslims being interviewed about their trauma, grief, and fear – ostensibly “humanising” Muslims, without questioning why and how the humanity
of Muslims became something that needed to be proved.
Previous mosque massacres – Quebec in 2017, Christchurch in 2019 –
barely garnered a few minutes on the CBC nightly newscast and a marginal
mention on the front page of the national Globe and Mail. Now, while the quantity of coverage has drastically changed, the qualitative framing remains mostly
the same. Islamophobia is distorted as an issue of interpersonal “extremism”
and “hate,” largely dissociated from everyday state practices premised on and
profiting off the devaluation, demonisation and disposability of Muslim life.
Indeed, some of the very same “national security experts” responsible for
legitimising the demonising discourse of “Muslim extremism” are now being
treated as authorities on how to fight anti-Muslim extremism. Professor
Stephanie Carvin, for instance, was exposed last year for baking cakes that
celebrate Muslim drone deaths, yet continues to be quoted in media analyses
of the London killings – proving that it is entirely possible to have your Islamophobic cake and eat it too.
Even progressive pundits have participated in representing Islamophobia
as isolated to particular bigoted personalities and bygone times: placing the
blame on former Prime Minister Stephen Harper and his Conservative Party,
just as endemic anti-Muslim racism in the US was reduced to an anachronism
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by pinning it on Donald Trump. Never mind that Harper’s Conservatives have
been out of power for the last six years, but the toxic mill of state-sponsored Islamophobia has kept churning on. Liberals and Conservatives alike have ratcheted up anti-terrorism powers, resisted accountability for torture complicity, and
refused to challenge Quebec’s ban on hijabs and other “visible religious symbols” for public employees – rights-abusive measures all rationalised as necessary for eliminating the imagined Muslim threat.
When the Conservatives drafted the 2015 Zero Tolerance for Barbaric Cultural Practices Act – effectively labelling and criminalising Muslims in Canada
as “barbaric” – the Liberals supported it. Now that they are in power, the name
of the law, but not its problematic substance, has been changed. In the liberal
approach to “anti-racism,” some of the façade of racial injustice is redecorated
while the edifice survives intact.
When it comes to addressing Islamophobia, appeals for even the most superficial of gestures have been met with resistance. Even after the cold-blooded
murder of six Muslims in a Quebec mosque, it took the government four years
to make the token recognition of the anniversary, January 29, as a Day of Remembrance and Action on Islamophobia: a tiny bandage on a gaping wound.
Just days after the London killings, former Liberal Justice Minister and recently-appointed Special Envoy on Anti-Semitism Irwin Cotler retweeted an article from the right-wing Toronto Sun insisting that “there is no Islamophobia in
Canada,” and that any anti-Muslim animosity is Muslims’ fault. The tweet was
later deleted as an “accident,” following criticism; but Cotler’s long-standing
pattern of blaming victims of racial violence, specifically Palestinians, for the
violence to which they are subjected, remains.
The enduring power of Islamophobia is that there is something in it for almost everyone, from right to left. As is evident in the aftermath of the London
attack, even “anti-Islamophobia” can end up being Islamophobia in another
guise. The tools of state violence (such as counterterrorism) are expanded in
the name of curtailing private violence – cutting off some of the “extreme”
branches of systemic racism while nourishing the roots.
The week before the mass murder of Muslims, a mass unmarked burial
site of 215 Indigenous children was discovered outside one of the country’s
former church-run residential “schools”- more accurately called prison, torture
and labour camps. In the weeks since, hundreds more unmarked graves have
been found. White supremacism is not an anomaly in Canada, but the genocidal ground on which the country has been built.
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Your View
Dow Medical College washrooms

Bank transfer fee

It is disappointing to note that the administration of Dow Medical College

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has allowed the banks to

(DMC) in Karachi pays little attention to the basic but critical elements of

charge fees on inter-bank fund transfer (IBFT) services which

cleanliness, hygiene and sanitation. Despite being the oldest and the best

were made free during the pandemic. The government has re-

medical college in Sindh, the DMC does not have a single clean and com-

cently warned about the fourth Covid wave of the deadly Delta

pletely functional washroom for its students. Not only are the toilets very few

variant. In the light of the announcement, the SBP should im-

in number and far away from the classrooms, but their condition is beyond

mediately restore the free-of-charge IBFT facility.

disgusting. We, medical students, study and raise awareness about the in-

M. Maruf Athar

fections that spread through unsanitary conditions, but are helpless to use

Karachi

dirty washrooms ourselves. The toilet seats are broken, the drains are
clogged, the flush tanks are out of order, and the hand showers leak; and,
by the way, they leak when they are working, which is not always the case.
Moreover, the toilet floor is wet, slimy and smelly. The students have to

FATF grey list

spend approximately seven hours on the campus so they need to use the

It is apropos reports that some forces are using the FATF grey

washrooms. The university needs to ensure that the number of washrooms

list to pressurise Pakistan. Instead of blaming “some forces”

is proportional to the number of students on the campus. About 10 func-

on the issue, we must review our own position. Pakistan may

tional commodes for a university of more than 1,700 students are simply not

slip into the “black list”, if we do not set things right in our legal

enough. No wonder they are found in broken conditions with clogged

and banking frameworks in line with the suggestions of the Fi-

drains. Additionally, the number of janitorial staff should be increased to en-

nancial Action Task Force (FATF). We should also consider

sure cleanliness at least in the relevant area if not across the campus. The

taking appropriate action against perpetrators of money-laun-

authorities concerned should ensure enough hygienic and functional wash-

dering and the facilitating banks to avoid the wrath of the al-

rooms at the highly reputable medical college.

leged “some forces”.
Ayesha M.

Javaid Saadat

Karachi

Lahore

University fee hike

Tobacco-related diseases

The University of Sindh, Jamshoro, has announced a sharp increase in its

More than 160,000 people are believed to die in Pakistan

fee, causing the students and their families a lot of misery. The university

every year owing to tobacco-related diseases, especially oral

is expected to raise its fee by up to 30 per cent. This includes admission

cancer. Around 6,000 new cancer patients are admitted to the

fee, hostel fee, certificates fees and self-finance fee.

Karachi Institute of Radiotherapy and Nuclear Medicine

The students have already been protesting at the main campus and

(Kiran) alone. The government’s inattention towards this sig-

other sub-campuses of the university against this unjustified increase. A

nificant problem is appalling, to say the least. The relevant au-

provincial minister came to negotiate with an offer of reducing 50pc of

thorities must take action against all those found involved in

the increase, blaming the federal government for not allocating sufficient

such criminal activities.
Irfan Rasheed Baloch

funds for the university as well as for the province at large. Needless to

Karachi

say, the students rejected his offer as well as the claims in view of the
18th Amendment. Even if the university is short of funds, it is unfair to
put the burden on the poor and downtrodden students who are already
affected due to the pandemic. During these testing times, instead of providing relief to the affected segments of society, especially students
seeking higher education, the university administration has increased
the fee and added to their sufferings. The officials at the helm must re-

UN utility
Since the establishment of the United Nations, war, famine, illegal occupation and inequity have increased the world over.
Besides, we are about to enter another era of cold war, which

alise that the province has been lagging behind in terms of literacy level.

will further clout the UN’s performance. The UN should brace

The current move will further deprive the poor of a chance to get higher

itself for urgent, far-reaching reforms and modernisation so

education. The administration must take back its decision so that the

that it can finally play a role on the world stage before calls

students may focus on their studies.

grow for this institution to be scrapped for good.
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Focusing on Asian giant hornets
distorts the view of invasive species

This moon-sized white dwarf is
the smallest ever found

Susan Milius

Emily Conover

Fingers crossed for finding
nothing: July marks the main
trapping season to check for
Asian giant hornets still infesting Washington state.
The first of these invasive
hornets found in North
America in 2021, in June,
was probably not from a nest made this year, scientists say. So that
find doesn’t say how well, or if, the pests might have survived the winter. Yet that hornet shows quite well the relentless risk of newly arriving
insects. That initial specimen, a “crispy” dead male insect lying on a
lawn in Marysville, Wash., belongs to the hefty species Vespa mandarinia. Nicknamed murder hornets, these were detected flying loose
in Canada for the first time in 2019 and in the United States in 2020.
Yet the “dry, crispy” male is not part of known hornet invasions, said
entomologist Sven Spichiger at a news conference. Testing shows the
male “is definitely not the same genetic line as the ones we have
found,” said Spichiger, of the Washington State Department of Agriculture in Olympia. Neither the U.S. finds, until now all from Washington’s
Whatcom County, nor British Columbia’s on the other side of the border
are closely related to the newfound hornet. It’s a separate incursion no
one had noticed until now. This oddball new specimen may help correct
the skewed impression that sneaky invasive arrivals are rare. The hornets’ appearance in North America may have been a shock to some,
but in reality, worrisome insects show up often, and will probably keep
doing so. Fortunately making a permanent home is harder than getting
here, scientists say. When news of the Asian giant hornets’ arrival first
broke in 2019, one of the people who was not at all surprised at a foreign species was entomologist Doug Yanega of the University of California, Riverside.

Only a smidge bigger than
the moon, a newfound white
dwarf is the smallest of its
kind known.
The white dwarf, a type of
remnant left behind when
certain stars peter out, has
a radius of about 2,100 kilometers, researchers report. That’s remarkably close to the moon’s approximately 1,700-kilometer radius. Most white dwarfs are closer to
the size of Earth, which has a radius of about 6,300 kilometers.
The white dwarf’s small girth means, counterintuitively, that it is also
one of the most massive known objects of its kind, at about 1.3 times
the sun’s mass. That’s because white dwarfs shrink as they gain mass.
“That’s not the only very amazing characteristic of this white dwarf,”
astrophysicist Ilaria Caiazzo of Caltech said in an online news conference. “It is also rapidly rotating.” The white dwarf spins around approximately once every seven minutes. And it has a powerful magnetic
field, more than a billion times the strength of Earth’s. Caiazzo and
colleagues discovered the unusual stellar remnant, dubbed ZTF
J1901+1458 and located about 130 light-years from Earth, using the
Zwicky Transient Facility at Palomar Observatory in California, which
searches for objects in the sky that change in brightness.
The white dwarf probably formed when two white dwarfs orbited one
another and merged to create a single white dwarf with an extra-large
mass and extra-small size, the team says. That convergence would
also have spun up the white dwarf and given it a strong magnetic field.
This white dwarf is living on the edge: If it were much more massive,
it wouldn’t be able to support its own weight, causing it to explode.
Studying such objects can help scientists understand the limits of
what’s possible for these dead stars.

24

July 16-30, 2021

02
Health

Extreme heat wave taking a deadly toll
Kathleen Doheny
Lisa Jaffe is a Washington state native who has lived in her 115-year-old
house for 5 years. Like many residents of Seattle, she has no central air conditioning but relies just on a portable unit, which she normally doesn't need.
"I have a big tree that gives me shade," says Jaffe, a freelance journalist.
That all worked fine until recently, when the unprecedented heat wave hit the
Pacific Northwest. Temperatures soared in Washington state and Oregon. "It
got up to 107," she says, ''and it didn't get below 86 in the house. My weather
app said it feels like 110. And I wanted to know, to who?" That kind of heat is
universally uncomfortable, but for Jaffe, it adds to existing discomfort. She
has rheumatoid arthritis, and doctors say extreme temperatures can especially challenge those with health conditions and those on medications for
chronic conditions. "It was too hot to sleep," she says. Yet she kept working,
writing with a fan pointed on her. And she put the 4x6 gel packs that are used
to transport her arthritis medication to good use as cooling agents. Then there
was the issue with her dog, who was angry with her because Jaffe wouldn't
allow her outside in the oven-like temperatures. Millions of other residents in
Washington, Oregon, and even up into Canada can relate as they've struggled through record-shattering, dangerous heat. Hundreds of emergency
room visits and hundreds of deaths are being blamed on the heat.
While the temperature was cooling in Seattle -- a balmy 69 in the early afternoon -- that wasn't true region-wide. The National Weather Service is
warning that, ''Dangerous heat continues across interior sections of the
Northwest and Northern Rockies, while extending into the Northern High
Plains." While the Pacific Northwest has borne the brunt of the heat, other

areas are affected, too. The Weather Service says there will be 1 more day
of oppressive heat throughout the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast, followed by a
cold front producing rain and chances of severe weather. Steve Mitchell,
MD, medical director of the Emergency Department at the University of
Washington Medicine/Harborview Medical Center, started his usual clinic
shift at 6 a.m, which was when the heat peaked. He didn't leave until 2:30
p.m. as the heat-related cases began arriving at the emergency room. "I
worked my normal clinic shift and then realized we needed to shift to regional
disaster mode.''

Teens with obesity risk heart attack, diabetes as adults
Marlene Busko
Teenagers with obesity were more likely than their slimmer peers to have
a heart attack, type 2 diabetes, or (self-reported) poor health when they
were in their 30s and 40s, a new study says. Previous studies have reported worse health outcomes in older adults, but this is one of the first to
look at risk in younger adults. The teens with obesity were also more likely
than other teens to still have obesity 24 years later, as well as high cholesterol, high blood pressure, kidney disease, heart failure, cancer, asthma,
and sleep apnea. The results are from a large U.S. study that examined
how obesity at ages 11 to 18 affects health at ages 33 to 43. The findings
show that "adolescence is an important time period to prevent future diabetes and heart attack," says lead author Jason M. Nagata, MD. "Parents
should encourage teenagers to develop healthy behaviors such as regular
physical activity and (eating) balanced meals," says Nagata, an assistant
professor of pediatrics in the Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco. "Teenagers should
know that being active, joining sports teams, and doing physical activity
with friends" is important, he says.
Pediatricians, too, can help guide and support teenagers and their families
to develop healthy habits, and doctors should ask young adults about their
weight history when they are evaluating them for risk of heart disease. But
Nagata, who also treats adolescents with eating disorders, says that "while
I think it's important to adopt healthy behaviors -- like a balanced diet and
regular physical activity -- I would discourage any teenagers from trying
more extreme or disordered eating behaviors for weight loss.” Disordered
eating includes the use of diet pills, laxatives, or weight loss supplements,
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or inducing vomiting after eating (bulimia).
Other studies have shown that "when you use some of these distorted eating behaviors (including crash diets), people actually tend to gain more
weight in the long run," he says. The researchers tracked 12,300 teenagers
who were part of the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult
Health. They determined the BMIs of the teens when they were 11 to 18
years old in 1994 and 1995, and then looked at health outcomes when the
teens were 33 to 43 years old in 2016 and 2018 (about 24 years later).
About half of the teenagers were female, and about two-thirds were nonHispanic white. They had a mean BMI of 22.5 kg/m2, which indicates obesity in teenagers but is a normal BMI in adults.
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Freaky

Black Widow

James Dyer

Nick De Semlyen

Christopher Landon is, it
seems, on a mission to inject some fun back into
the horror genre. After the
peppy but predictable
Scouts Guide to the Zombie Apocalypse, the director struck comedy-horror
paydirt with 2017’s Happy
Death Day and its equally cheeky sequel. His latest, Freaky, doubles
down on that formula, dialling up both gags and gore to deliver an
unashamedly silly splatter-fest that extracts great mileage from a very
simple premise. Filmed under the title Freaky Friday 13th (potential
trademark infringement being the real terror of this story), Landon’s film
wears its influences with pride. Beginning with a viscera-strewn prologue
in which Vaughn’s towering Butcher dispatches a house full of horny
teens, we’re treated to an array of squirm-inducing kills that more than
earn the film’s 15 rating within the first five minutes. Obscured by a tribal
not-hockey mask, the Butcher brings bloody mayhem with items ranging
from tennis racquet to toilet seat, all with tongue placed firmly in cheek
and shot through with a wicked sense of pitch-black humour. Crafting a
film that’s gory but never grim, Landon commits early to rolling out the
Vor-hee-hees, before setting up Blissfield High as a very camp Crystal
Lake. The film’s (knowingly daft) plot is served by a MacGuffin in the
form of a natty-looking Aztec dagger, which proves ideal for teenage
evisceration but also happens to carry an ancient curse.

The Tomorrow War

Fear Street

John Nugent

Ian Freer

Chris McKay's first film as director was The Lego Batman
Movie, a film which hilariously
undercut DC’s most self-serious
superhero by turning him into a
preening, microwaved-lobstereating plastic toy with lines like,
“I also have huge pecs and a nine-pack.” It was an animated action movie
— for kids! — laced with parody and satire. McKay’s first live-action film isn’t
quite the same proposition: it’s a big, blundering, CGI-heavy action sci-fi that
works within its genre mould rather than outside it.
The Tomorrow War is not entirely without a sense of humour, but as with its
noisy, show-offy action sequences, it feels broader, made for the widest audience possible in a way that might inadvertently alienate them. Emblematic
of this tension is Chris Pratt, whose character is a none-more-generic action
star: hunky, chunky and chiselled, certainly, but lacking anything distinctive
or compelling for us to get behind. Pratt easily sells the ex-military side of his
character (it recalls his early role in Zero Dark Thirty), but never quite convinces in his later career as a nerdy science teacher. When he’s given free
rein to crack wise and arch eyebrows in the Guardians universe, he’s electric;
when he’s effectively the straight man, as he is here, his natural charisma is
a little dulled. There seems to be uncertainty in terms of which tone to strike.
At times, it’s suffocatingly serious: Pratt is faced with daddy issues for maximum emotional motivation — as if the extinction of humanity wasn’t enough
to get him out of bed.
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After a few delays, Marvel’s
Phase 4 has finally commenced. Ahead, there will
be kung fu, ant madness
and multiverses up the
wazoo. But instead of
launching straight into the
havoc,
this
particular
stretch is starting, pleasingly, with a relatively contemplative character
piece. It’s odd to describe a film in which a mega-tank driven by a skullfaced maniac obliterates half of Budapest as the calm before the storm.
Cate Shortland’s Black Widow however, while a film that’s technically
inessential — rewinding to near the start of Phase 3, it fills in a gap in the
MCU narrative instead of driving it forward — is a pleasure exactly because it is inessential. It takes a character without a future and gives her
a past, providing one of the OG Avengers with a soulful, funny requiem.
We do get a shocking revelation: Scarlett Johansson’s Natasha Romanoff
apparently knows the dialogue of one of the worst Bond movies, Moonraker, off by heart. But mostly this is about humanising the Widow, who
has not always been well served by the eight previous MCU films in which
she’s appeared (her introduction in Iron Man 2 remains a series nadir). It
opens with a sweet, firefly-lit flashback to 1995, and her childhood, which
warps into a jagged action sequence before our eyes. And the meat of
the story is about her picking up her relationships with her old Russian
sleeper-cell family: ‘sister’ Yelena (Florence Pugh), ‘father’ Alexei (David
Harbour) and ‘mother’ Melina (Rachel Weisz).

Fear Street Part 1: 1994 is a
hoot of a horror film. Inspired by RL Stine’s novels
(slightly more hardcore than
his Goosebumps output)
without being an adaptation
of any one, Leigh Janiak’s
triptych will trace the supernatural history of one small town over three centuries. Part 1 centres on
1994 (hello Portishead, Radiohead, Nine Inch Nails on the soundtrack)
and it will come as no surprise it is a bloody valentine to the stalk-andslash era of horror cinema – a compendium of stabbings, scary masks,
dumbfounded policemen and terrified teens. While it evokes the joys of
video shops, filled with cheapo frightfests with lurid cover art that always
suggested more than the finished film delivered. Fear Street actually
makes good on its promise.
The obvious touchstone here is Scream; the perfectly choreographed
opening gambit sees Maya Hawke in the Drew Barrymore role, getting
more than she bargained for when she answers the phone while staying
late at the mall. Yet where Fear Street smartly departs from the Wes
Craven classic is that there is no self-referencing; no genre-savvy kids
who expound the rules of horror, no classic scary flicks on TV, no cops
called Detective Cronenberg or Captain Romero. Instead, Janiak and
co-writer Phil Graziadei’s screenplay spins its old-school yarn straight
and true and is all the better for it.
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Troy: Our Greatest Story Retold

After the Quake

Stephen Fry

Haruki Murakami

The story of Troy speaks to all of us the kidnapping of Helen, a queen celebrated for her beauty, sees the
Greeks launch a thousand ships
against that great city, to which they
will lay siege for ten whole and very
bloody years.
It is Zeus, the king of the gods, who
triggers war when he asks the Trojan
prince Paris to judge the fairest goddess of them all. Aphrodite bribes
Paris with the heart of Helen, wife of
King Menelaus of the Greeks, and
naturally, nature takes its course. It is
a terrible, brutal war with casualties
on all sides. The Greeks cannot defeat the Trojans - since Achilles, the
Greek's boldest warrior, is consumed with jealousy over an ally's choice
of lover, the Trojan slave Briseis, and will not fight. The stage is set for
the oldest and greatest story ever told, where monstrous passions meet
the highest ideals and the lowest cunning. In Troy you will find heroism
and hatred, love and loss, revenge and regret, desire and despair. It is
these human passions, written bloodily in the sands of a distant shore,
that still speak to us today.

The economy was booming. People had more money
than they knew what to do with. And then the earthquake struck. For the characters in After the Quake,
the Kobe earthquake is an echo from a past they
buried long ago. Satsuki has spent thirty years hating
one man: a lover who destroyed her chances of having children. Did her desire for revenge cause the
earthquake? Junpei's estranged parents live in Kobe.
Should he contact them? Miyake left his family in
Kobe to make midnight bonfires on a beach hundreds
of miles away. Fourteen-year-old Sala has nightmares that the Earthquake
Man is trying to stuff her inside a little box. Katagiri returns home to find a
giant frog in his apartment on a mission to save Tokyo from a massive burrowing worm. 'When he gets angry, he causes earthquakes,' says Frog. 'And
right now he is very, very angry.'

Dare to Lead
Brené Brown
Leadership is not about titles, status
and power over people. Leaders are
people who hold themselves accountable for recognising the potential in
people and ideas, and developing that
potential. This is a book for everyone
who is ready to choose courage over
comfort, make a difference and lead.
When we dare to lead, we don't pretend to have the right answers; we stay
curious and ask the right questions.
We don't see power as finite and hoard
it; we know that power becomes infinite
when we share it and work to align authority and accountability. We don't
avoid difficult conversations and situations; we lean into the vulnerability
that’s necessary to do good work.
But daring leadership in a culture that's defined by scarcity, fear and uncertainty requires building courage skills, which are uniquely human. The
irony is that we're choosing not to invest in developing the hearts and
minds of leaders at the same time we're scrambling to figure out what we
have to offer that machines can't do better and faster. What can we do
better? Empathy, connection and courage to start.
Brené Brown spent the past two decades researching the emotions that
give meaning to our lives. Over the past seven years, she found that leaders in organisations ranging from small entrepreneurial start-ups and family-owned businesses to non-profits, civic organisations and Fortune 50
companies, are asking the same questions.
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In Haleema's Words
Fatima Ahmed
Sensitive, reserved and rebellious, young Haleema Mohammed feels stifled in her wealthy, conservative Muslim joint family in Hyderabad. Her only sources of solace
are her free-spirited best friend Parvati, and her writing
and painting. She pours her pent-up feelings and observations into high-flown, embroidered words and
hides her writings under her mattress. At the first opportunity, she flies the coop and joins Parvati in Bombay.
Life in Bombay in the swinging sixties is a revelation.
Ardent suitors, parties, trips to Goa, occasional trysts
with drugs and hippies Haleema, with Parvatis encouragement, experiences
the fullness of life denied to her earlier. But more is in store: a visit to Amsterdam and a two-year stay in London, new friends, her one true love and new
realizations. But is it all meant to last forever, or will Haleema’s fond dreams
shatter when faced with hard reality? Lyrical and evocative, In Haleema’s
Words will take the reader on a journey through the mind of a passion.

Harbor Me
Jacqueline Woodson
Jacqueline Woodson's first middle-grade novel since
National Book Award winner Brown Girl Dreaming
celebrates the healing that can occur when a group
of students share their stories.
It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly
chat--by themselves, with no adults to listen in.
There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room
(short for "A Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe
to talk about what's bothering them--everything from
Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's father's
incarceration to Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment to
his changing family fortunes. When the six are together, they can express
the feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, they can grow braver and more ready for the rest of their lives.
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