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Machiavellianism

FATF: India’s disgraceful role
behind the scenes

Indian duplicity in its dealings with Pakistan
has once again come out in all its ugliness. A
few days ago, India's Minister for External Affairs S Jaishankar said the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government, led by Narendra
Modi, had ensured that Pakistan remained on
the “grey list” of the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF).
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Untapped tax potential
Pakistan collected Rs4.721 trillion in taxes in
the outgoing fiscal year, which was more
than the revised target of Rs4.691tr. The
government has projected a revenue collection target of Rs5.829tr for the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) for the new fiscal year.
The revenue is more than the target after
years but still far less than the potential of
the country.
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Economics

Crushing inflation
Shahid Hussain

International financial institutions have started recognizing Pakistan’s economic revival. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Asian Development Bank have revised up their projection for Pakistan's real Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate to 3.9pc. The growth projection is
impressive but still lower than the region’s average, at a time when people
in Pakistan are facing the worst inflation, which is higher than all South
Asian countries.
Recently, the government increased the prices of flour, ghee and sugar
by up to 53pc for sale through the Utility Stores Corporation (USC). The
price of ghee at USC outlets was increased by almost 53pc from Rs170 to
Rs260 per kg and the price of flour by about 19pc to Rs950 per 20kg bag
from its existing rate of Rs800. Likewise, the sugar price was hiked from
the existing rate of Rs68 to Rs85 per kg, an increase of 25pc. An official
statement said the prices had been revised owing to an increasing gap
between subsidised prices offered by the USC and the prevailing market
prices.
The hike in prices at the Utility Stores is an admission of the worst inflation in Pakistan’s history. In this way, the government admitted that
prices are out of its control in the open market. According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), inflation is higher in Pakistan as compared to other
countries of South Asia. In a report, it said inflation in Pakistan averaged
8.8pc in the first 11 months (July to May) of FY2021 on rising global commodity prices, especially for food and crude oil. The supplement to ADB’s
flagship economic publication, Asian Development Outlook (ADO) 2021,
said the improvement in Pakistan’s estimated growth at 3.9pc in the fiscal
year (FY2021) was supported by the strong industrial growth coupled with
steady remittance inflows. The inflation forecast for South Asia in 2021 is
raised from 5.5pc to 5.8per cent, mainly reflecting a higher forecast for
India, but unchanged at 5.1pc in 2022. Indian consumer price inflation rose
to 6.3pc year on year in May as both food and fuel inflation outpaced expectations.
Elsewhere in the sub-region, inflation in Bangladesh averaged 5.6pc
in the first 11 months of FY2021 as lackluster domestic demand slowed
nonfood inflation early on, the result slightly lower than the 5.8pc forecast
in ADO 2021 for the whole year. Bhutan suffered inflation at 8.2pc in the
first 9 months of FY2021 as food prices jumped. Average consumer price
inflation in Maldives was 0.3pc in the first 4 months of 2021 and is likely to
fall in the rest of the year following the government’s reinstatement in May
of water and electricity subsidies and its plan to cut internet service prices
from July. The Asian Development Bank has projected 7.2pc economic
growth for developing Asia this year, compared with its 7.3per cent forecast
in April.
The data shows that people of Pakistan are facing the worst inflation
in the region. On the other hand, the Pakistan government claims inflation
is under control. "Inflation, which was nearly at 9.7pc in April, has reduced
and the number for June is 8.9pc. There is a need to reduce it further.
There has also been a bit of reduction in headline inflation and core inflation," the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) said in its latest report.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has also revised up its projection for Pakistan's real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate to
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3.9pc. In its World Economic Outlook report 2021 (update), the IMF said,
"Projections are revised up for the Middle East and Central Asia due to robust activity in some countries (such as Pakistan)”. The recovery, however,
is not assured even in countries where infections are currently very low so
long as the virus circulates elsewhere, it warned. Earlier in April, the IMF
had projected Pakistan's real GDP to grow at 1.5pc in the year 2021 despite a higher projected rate of 3pc by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).
The global economy is projected to grow 6pc in 2021 and 4.9pc in
2022. The 2021 global forecast is unchanged from the April 2021 report,
but with offsetting revisions. Prospects for emerging markets and developing economies have been marked down for 2021, especially for Emerging Asia. By contrast, the forecast for advanced economies is revised up.
These revisions reflect pandemic developments and changes in policy
support. The 0.5 percentage-point upgrade for 2022 derives largely from
the forecast upgrade for advanced economies, particularly the United
States, reflecting the anticipated legislation of additional fiscal support in
the second half of 2021 and improved health metrics more broadly across
the group.
The IMF has cut India's gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast
to 9.5pc for the fiscal year 2021-22, from the previous forecast of 12.5pc,
citing the hit on economic activity and demand due to the deadly second
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. Growth prospects in India have been
downgraded following the severe second COVID wave during March–May
and expected slow recovery in confidence from that setback.
The latest international reports on inflation show prices are the highest
in Pakistan as compared to other regional countries. The country’s economic growth is also lower than the regional countries, especially its archrival India. However, the new projections for Pakistan are encouraging and
it will have to take measures to improve its GDP growth rate to meet the
rising needs of its people. However, a high GDP growth rate without relief
to the common people is meaningless. The government will have to take
urgent measures to bring down prices of food, especially flour, sugar and
cooking oil, whose prices have skyrocketed in recent months.
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Machiavellianism

FATF: India’s disgraceful
role behind the scenes
Nasim Ahmed

Indian duplicity in its dealings with Pakistan
has once again come out in all its ugliness.
A few days ago, India's Minister for External
Affairs S Jaishankar said the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government, led by
Narendra Modi, had ensured that Pakistan
remained on the “grey list” of the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF).
“Due to us, Pakistan is under the lens of
the FATF and it was kept in the grey list,"
Jaishankar was quoted as saying by the Hindustan Times while addressing a virtual
training programme on foreign policy for BJP
leaders. He added: “We have been successful in pressurising Pakistan and the fact that
Pakistan's behaviour has changed is because of pressure put by India by various
measures.” During the session, the minister
also credited the Indian government’s efforts
"through the United Nations" for sanctions
on proscribed organisations such as
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed.
A spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad responded
to the disturbing claims by saying it had exposed India’s “true colours” and
“duplicitous role”. As the Pakistan Foreign Office has pointed out, the Indian foreign minister's statement that the Narendra Modi government had
ensured Pakistan remained on the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
grey list has vindicated Pakistan's longstanding stance on "India's negative
role" in the global financial watchdog.
However, it is generally recognised by all countries, including the US
and EU member states, that Pakistan has made serious and sincere efforts
to meet FATF requirements. For instance, the US has said it supports Pakistan’s efforts to meet the global financial watchdog’s conditions and acknowledges that the country has made “significant progress” on the original
action plan. The State Department has also encouraged Pakistan to complete the remaining actions “expeditiously” in the second action plan.
The US statement has great significance as it comes in the wake of
India’s public acknowledgement that it had ensured Pakistan remained on
the FATF grey list. It has long been suspected that India has been working
behind the scenes to ensure that Pakistan remained on the grey list despite the country’s impressive progress in fulfilling FATF requirements.
"While Pakistan has been sincerely and constructively engaged with the
FATF during the implementation of the action plan, India has left no stone
unturned in casting doubt on Pakistan’s progress through disgraceful
means," said the FO statement.
Needless to say, the Indian minister’s statement comes as clear proof
of New Delhi’s negative role in the matter. At the same time it raises questions about the fairness of the decision-making process within the FATF
itself. The episode provides a peek into how various countries deviously
try to influence decisions to advance their political and strategic interests.
In the light of the Indian minister’s admission, neutral observers have
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rightly feared that Pakistan may have been faced with shifting goal posts
in terms of meeting the FATF obligations. It may be recalled here that the
FATF had announced on June 25 that Pakistan would continue to remain
on the grey list until it addressed the single item on the original action plan
that is still to be implemented as well as items on a parallel action list that
was handed out by the watchdog’s regional partner, the Asia Pacific
Group. With Pakistan having made such appreciable progress in its actions, the July 25 decision to keep Pakistan on the grey list came as a surprise. It now transpires how this came about.
In the given circumstances, the FATF must take serious notice of
the Indian minister’s statement and take New Delhi to task for bringing
the FATF into disrepute. If a perception is created that countries are
using the FATF platform to settle scores, then the credibility of the international watchdog comes under a shadow and its mandate loses its
utility and validity.
On its part, Pakistan should take immediate steps exposing India's role
to the international community by bringing the recent "confession" to the
FATF and international community's notice. Pakistan should also consider
approaching the financial watchdog for "appropriate action" in the matter.
Irrespective of what has happened, Pakistan should continue to work
to complete the remaining agenda item and take action against the leaders
of UN-designated terror groups. Pakistan has already done a lot to
strengthen its existing laws and enacted new legislation to fulfil FATF requirements. It is also putting in place the requisite administrative framework
to ensure effective implementation of the laws. Doubtless, it is time the
FATF acknowledged Pakistan’s efforts and moved to strike its name off
the grey list. Also, following the confession by the Indian minister, it should
review India’s credentials for assessing Pakistan in the FATF as co-chair
of the Joint Group.
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Strategy

Building a peaceful and
prosperous Balochistan
Nasim Ahmed

Prime Minister Imran Khan has taken a welcome and long
awaited initiative to tackle the Balochistan issue comprehensively. During his recent one-day visit to Gwadar, while
addressing a gathering of local elders, students and business leaders, he said that he had decided that when the PTI
came to power, the government would pay special attention
to Balochistan, because when the province progressed and
there was peace, Baloch people would automatically feel at
one with Pakistan.
He rightly added that if development work had been carried out in the province, "We would never have had to worry
about insurgents. It may be that they had grievances in the
old times and may have been used by other countries, including India.”
Needless to say, the Prime Minister has made the correct diagnosis about the problem of Balochistan. Successive
governments at the Centre showed gross neglect towards the socio-economic needs of Balochistan. As we all know, Balochistan is the most backward province of the country with meagre education and health facilities
and employment opportunities for its poor millions.
Previous governments made tall promises but did little practical to redress the grievances of Baloch people. The PPP introduced the Aghaz-iHuqooq-i-Balochistan package and formed a committee for exploring
reconciliation prospects. The PML-N also took some half-hearted steps
and included reconciliation with Baloch insurgent leaders as part of the National Action Plan announced in January 2015. Chief Minister Dr Abdul
Malik Baloch was given the task of pursuing political reconciliation with all
stakeholders but the exercise came to naught. With time, the sense of deprivation among the people of Balochistan has deepened as they saw that
the money allocated for the development of Balochistan was not spent in
the right way.
Imran Khan has announced a Rs600 billion development package for
Balochistan, which is a huge amount as compared with the provincial
budget. According to him, the PTI government has given the biggest ever
package to Balochistan because, “We believe that justice has indeed not
been done with the people of Balochistan; they have been left behind." He
added that efforts were being made to set up a desalination plant in Gwadar
as soon as possible. In addition, a 300-bed teaching hospital would also be
built. At the same time, he announced that the government had imposed a
complete ban on the entry of foreign fishing trawlers in Pakistan's waters in
order to protect the interests of local fishermen. Also, out of the total allocation of Rs10 billion for the Kamyab Jawan programme in the province,
Rs5b have been spent on upgrading fishing boats and other equipment.
But the economic development of Balochistan cannot be seen in isolation from the need for political reconciliation without which the province
cannot find durable peace and prosperity. Prime Minister Imran Khan said
during his Gwadar visit that he was considering holding talks with Baloch
nationalists. As a step towards that, the Prime Minister has now appointed
Jamhoori Watan Party chief Shahzain Bugti as his special assistant on rec-
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onciliation and harmony in the province.
It is no secret that India has long been stoking trouble in Balochistan
with the help of its paid agents, the so-styled champions of Baloch rights,
who have done nothing but to lined their own pockets in the name of the
common Baloch people. India is no friend of Baloch people. Its only interest
is in causing bloodshed and mayhem in Balochistan as part of its strategic
game against Pakistan. It is a tragedy that so-called nationalist leaders,
like Brahamdagh Bugti, are playing to the tune of New Delhi and living a
life of luxury on foreign funding.
Now is the right time for the government to start a new process of reconciliation in Balochistan as the security situation in the province is under
control and insurgents don’t pose a serious threat. Another favourable factor is the changing situation in Afghanistan where the Afghan Taliban upsurge will shrink the space for the Baloch insurgent leadership living there.
To this end, organised efforts are needed to engage militants and other
Baloch groups, duped and misguided by self-serving leaders of the Baloch
rights movement, to convince them to lay down arms, join the mainstream
and take part in building a new peaceful and progressive Balochistan with
the CPEC in the lead.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has rightly stated that India was using
Baloch insurgents because of their old grievances, but serious, purposeful
negotiations will eliminate the Indian leverage. In the ensuing talks all
Baloch nationalist parties, which are already in the political mainstream,
should also be involved. The grievances of Baloch citizens are economic,
social and political, and they are as old as Pakistan itself. Shortsighted
policies of the past, including an emphasis on military solutions, exacerbated the feeling of alienation among the Baloch.
Balochistan’s issue can be resolved by employing better political strategies, including the grooming of a new Baloch leadership who can inspire
confidence among Baloch people and command their trust. The new leadership, free from the burden of any past baggage, can also undertake the
long overdue task of revamping the political and governance structure of
the province which is riddled with corruption and mismanagement.
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Data leak

Rights under cyberattack
Muhammad Hassan

It is a shocking revelation that journalists, rights activists, politicians and
government officials were surveilled through Israeli software in more than
50 countries. Preliminary investigations say at least 1,000 people were targeted while the actual number could have been much more than it. According to initial estimates, the malware was used to kill at least two
journalists. The international comFmunity will have to work together to stop
the abuse of such gadgets to ensure protection of human rights and avoid
conflict among governments and states.
The leak was of a list of more than 50,000 smartphone numbers believed to have been identified as people of interest by clients of an Israeli
company, NSO, since 2016. At least one phone number once used by
Prime Minister Imran Khan was on the India list, according to an investigation by 17 media organisations. India was among a number of countries
which used the Israeli spyware in attempted and successful hacks of
smartphones of journalists, government officials and human rights activists
around the world. The spyware – Pegasus – use was reported by The
Washington Post, the Guardian, Le Monde and other news outlets which
collaborated on an investigation into a data leak.
More than 1,000 phone numbers in India appeared on the surveillance list while hundreds were from Pakistan. The numbers included
those of more than 40 Indian journalists from major publications. Prime
Minister Imran Khan, his cabinet ministers, several high-ranking Pakistani officials, diplomats, Kashmiri freedom fighters, Chinese journalists.
Analysis of the more than 1,000 mostly Indian phone numbers selected
for potential targeting by the NSO client strongly indicate Indian intelligence agencies were behind the selection including Indian Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, and even an Indian Supreme Court judge. In fact,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi used the malware to monitor two
numbers belonging to Rahul Gandhi during India’s 2019 national elections, five of his close friends and other Congress party officials were
selected as candidates for possible surveillance in the year before the
2019 vote and coincided with the identification of the numbers of two
staff members, Sachin Rao and Alankar Sawai, who at the time were
working on forthcoming state election campaigns against Modi’s party
in Haryana and Maharashtra.
The Israeli company markets Pegasus as a tool for fighting terrorism
and crime, but the inclusion of a major Indian opposition leader in the
records – alongside political staffers, labour unionists, Tibetan Buddhist
clerics, social justice campaigners and a woman who accused India’s
most senior judge of sexual harassment – raises questions about its legality. At least two employees of the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention based in India, including a US citizen, were also identified,
along with Gagandeep Kang, a virologist and the first Indian woman to
be accepted into the UK’s Royal Society. M Hari Menon, the director of
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s Indian operations, was also selected as a target, alongside several researchers and campaigners working for anti-tobacco NGOs. The motive for the scrutiny is unclear, though
the Modi government has expressed suspicion of foreign funding for
charities, research institutes and NGOs and seeks to tighten restrictions
for bringing in money from overseas. More than a dozen people associated with an Indian cabinet minister, Prahlad Singh Patel, are listed in
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the data including the elected official himself, his family members, advisers and personal staff including a cook and gardener in 2019. A second
cabinet minister for electronics and information technology, Ashwini
Vaishnaw – whose portfolio includes the regulation of the use of digital
surveillance – was also selected as a potential surveillance target in
2017. Journalists emerge as a major focus in the records, including several covering defence and politics at major newspapers. Forensic analysis detected Pegasus activity as recently as in July on a phone used by
Sushant Singh, a journalist who investigated a controversial billion-dollar
contract awarded to one of Modi’s close allies in business to build a fleet
of fighter jets with the French manufacturer Dassault. Reporter Rohini
Singh is facing civil and criminal defamation charges over an investigation she produced into the finances of the son of India’s home minister,
Amit Shah. She was selected as a target over the two years that followed
the publication of the story. Ashok Lavasa was appointed by the government to the Election Commission of India, which regulates campaigning
and polling, and which has for decades enjoyed a near-sacrosanct status
as a symbol of the integrity of Indian democracy.
According to the investigation, the numbers on the list were unattributed,
but the media outlets participating in the project were able to identify more
than 1,000 people in more than 50 countries. They included several members of Arab royal families, at least 65 business executives, 85 human rights
activists, 189 journalists and more than 600 politicians and government officials including heads of state, prime ministers and cabinet ministers.
Many numbers on the list were clustered in 10 countries: Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Hungary, India, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Morocco, Rwanda, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Moroccan security services used
the spyware to target around 30 French journalists and media executives.
On the list were 15,000 numbers in Mexico -- among them reportedly a
number linked to a murdered reporter. A forensic analysis of 37 of the
smartphones on the list showed there had been "attempted and successful" hacks of the devices. Among the numbers on the list were those of
journalists for Agence France-Presse, The Wall Street Journal, CNN, The
New York Times, Al Jazeera, El Pais, the Associated Press, Le Monde,
Bloomberg, The Economist, and Reuters. Three dozen journalists at
Qatar´s Al-Jazeera network had their phones targeted by Pegasus malware, Citizen Lab reported in December, while Amnesty International
said in June the software was used by Moroccan authorities on the cellphone of Omar Radi, a journalist convicted over a social media post.
An Amnesty International investigation into Pegasus says the tool compromised targets’ phones and routed data through commercial services
like AWS and Amazon CloudFront, a move that it said “protects NSO
Group from some internet scanning techniques.” It said it had contacted
Amazon about NSO and Amazon had responded by banning NSO-related
accounts. The company describes Pegasus as a tool for surveilling terrorists and cybercriminals. But the reporting from Amnesty International, Forbidden Stories, and 17 news outlets — says governments deployed it
indiscriminately against political figures, dissidents, and journalists.
The leak must stir governments and global rights bodies to monitor
countries which develop and sell software that infringe personal liberties.
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AJK polls

PML-N ‘revolution’
reversed?
Muhammad Ali
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) was favourite to win Azad
Jammu and Kashmir elections. It won the polls in the valley for
the first time with a simple majority. However, it failed to emulate
the Pakistan Peoples Party and Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz, which made landslide victories when they were in
power in the Centre.
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
emerged as the single-largest party after bagging at least 25 out
of 45 seats in the election. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
came in second with 11 seats, while the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) got only six seats. The opposition parties have alleged rigging and announced a protest movement
against the government, though they have no concrete evidence
to prove it. While pre-poll rigging cannot be ruled out, the allegations of election fraud look unsubstantiated as the government
in AJK was still being run by the PML-N which had itself appointed the Election Commission and its staff, when the election
was held. According to analysts, the biggest surprise in the polls was not
the comfortable victory of the PTI, but the drubbing of the PML-N, which
is notorious for using money and state resources in elections.
It is a fact that there was no apparent rigging in the election but it was
marred by violence and shameless allegations. Two PTI men were killed
in a clash with PPP workers at a polling station in Kotli. Activists of the
three mainstream political parties also attacked each other in other areas.
The tone was set by ministers and leaders of the PPP and PML-N alike.
PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto and PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz
used foul language against Prime Minister Imran Khan. Then, Kashmir Affairs Minister Ali Amin Gandapur accused Maryam Nawaz of spending
public money on her costly cosmetic surgeries and called PPP founder
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto a traitor.
It was the failure of the Election Commission that it could not enforce
its code of conduct. PTI ministers and PML-N and PPP leaders continued
to flout the rules and used foul language against each other but it failed to
stop them. There were also some cases of irregularities, but still the opposition will find it difficult to prove rigging.
It is unprecedented in Pakistan’s history that all the 261 independent
candidates failed to win even a single seat in the election. It shows that
voters in the area prefer political parties to individuals. Three former prime
ministers of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Raja Farooq Haider of the PMLN, Barrister Sultan Mahmood, now in the PTI, and Sardar Atiq of the Muslim Conference, also retained their seats.
The PML-N, the former ruling party in the Centre and local assembly,
faced a humiliating defeat, as it lost the election in Punjab, its traditional
stronghold. The party had also created a false impression, mainly through
the media, that it would win the valley election and uproot the PTI from
power in the Centre and Punjab after successive victories in by-polls.
The election also sharpened differences in the former ruling party. Two
narratives are more visible in the party now. PML-N President Shehbaz
Sharif chose to stay away from the campaign while Maryam Nawaz’s aggressive posture, particularly in the AJK context, proved counter-productive. The election result has also hit the PML-N’s position as the biggest
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party in Punjab. Its vote bank, which remained intact in by-polls, dwindled
in the AJK polls as Kashmiris settled in the largest province of Pakistan
voted for PTI candidates. The PML-N vote bank in Punjab largely remained
intact because of internal differences in the PTI. The PML-N narrative
could not work in AJK for a variety of reasons. Analysts say the party
should not have used the anti-establishment narrative in AJK, which was
difficult to sell to voters in the valley. It is being seen as a failure of the
Nawaz-Maryam narrative, which could further dent the party’s vote bank
in Punjab.
The PPP managed to win a fair number of seats in the election. Its leaders largely targeted Prime Minister Imran Khan and his party, while avoiding criticism of the establishment. It is a great achievement of the party
that it bagged seats almost double than that of the PML-N. The PPP
launched its campaign in an organised manner and much before other
parties. Its choice of candidates was also better than other parties. It was
the first party to name its candidates. According to government ministers,
the PPP used resources of the Sindh government to woo voters and promised jobs to them in the province. On the other hand, a PTI minister was
filmed distributing cash among people during the campaign.
Unlike PML-N and PPP leaders, Prime Minister Imran Khan used his
narrative effectively in the election. He continued to target former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, especially his perceived links with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Reiterating his earlier commitment to Kashmiris,
he twice assured them that Islamabad would grant them the right to live
as an independent nation if they decided to do so even after acceding to
Pakistan through a United Nations-sponsored plebiscite.
Though the margin of victory is not high, yet the result is a sigh of relief
for Prime Minister Imran Khan and his party which suffered defeats in almost all by-elections in Pakistan. The defeat of PML-N candidates for Punjab seats in AJK polls has provided an opportunity to the ruling party to
produce better results in the forthcoming local government elections and
then general elections in 2023. The PTI can defeat the PML-N in Punjab
in local and general elections but it will have to control inflation and create
a large number of job opportunities for people.
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Disparity

Unequal global landscape
Muhammad Zain

Income inequality is increasing in the world. Nearly half of the world’s
population lives on less than $2.50 a day. Over 1.3 billion live in extreme
poverty — less than $1.25 a day while the combined wealth of the
world's top ten billionaires is greater than the total GDP of the 85 poorest
countries on Earth. The world's three richest people have a combined
net worth of $858 billion.
Global spending on defence rose by four per cent in 2019, the largest
growth in 10 years. The increase alone in US spending from 2018 to
2019, $53.4 billion, was almost as big as Britain’s entire defence budget.
The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) said the rise was
fuelled by growing rivalries between big powers, new military technologies and rumbling conflicts from Ukraine to Libya. Beijing’s military modernisation programme, which includes developing new hard-to-detect
hypersonic missiles, is alarming Washington and helping drive US defence spending. Its annual “Military Balance” report said both the US
and China had increased spending by 6.6pc, to $684.6 billion and
$181.1 billion respectively. Europe — driven by ongoing concerns about
Russia — stepped up by 4.2pc, but this only brought the continent’s defence spending back to 2008 levels, before the global financial crisis
saw budgets slashed. Elsewhere, spending in Asia is booming — growing more than 50pc in a decade, rising from $275 billion in 2010 to
$423b in 2019 in real terms as the continent’s economic success has
allowed countries to invest more in their militaries.
On the other hand, more than 3 billion people live on less than $2.50
a day while over 1.3 billion live in extreme poverty. Over 80pc of the
world population lives on less than $10 a day. One billion children worldwide live in poverty. According to UNICEF, 22,000 children die each day
due to poverty. Over 805 million people worldwide do not have enough
food to eat. More than 750 million people lack adequate access to clean
drinking water. Diarrhea caused by inadequate drinking water, sanitation, and hand hygiene kills an estimated 842,000 people every year
globally, or approximately 2,300 people per day. In 2011, 165 million
children under the age 5 were stunted (reduced rate of growth and development) due to chronic malnutrition. Oxfam estimates that it would
take $60 billion annually to end extreme global poverty--that's less than
1/4 the income of the top 100 richest billionaires.
According to the Daily Mail, the combined wealth of the world's top
ten billionaires is greater than the total GDP of the 85 poorest countries
on Earth. The world's richest individuals including Jeff Bezos, Bill Gates
and Mark Zuckerberg have a combined net worth of $858 billion. Meanwhile, the 85 smallest economies in the world have a combined GDP of
just $814 billion, far behind a small handful of rich businessmen. Their
cumulative wealth is even higher than the GDP of developed countries
such as Sweden and Belgium and the oil-exporting powerhouse of
Saudi Arabia. If converted to GDP, the top ten billionaires' combined
$858 billion wealth would make them the 18th richest country in the
world. The elite club would be wealthier than large regional powers such
as Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Iran and Western nations including Austria,
Sweden and Belgium.
On the other hand, the number of people unemployed around the
world stands at some 188 million. In addition, 165 million people don’t
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have enough paid work, and 120 million have either given up actively
searching for work or otherwise lack access to the labour market. “For
millions of ordinary people, it’s increasingly di cult to build better lives
through work,” said ILO Director-General Guy Ryder.
A UN report on the economy showed that developed countries are experiencing slow growth, and some African countries are stagnating. The
consequence is that not enough new jobs are being created to absorb
the growing labour force as it enters the market. In addition, many African
countries are experiencing a drop in real incomes and a rise in poverty.
Eradicating poverty is an important element of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development but, according to the ILO study, moderate or
extreme working poverty – de ned as earning less than the equivalent of
$3.20 per day – is expected to edge up in developing countries.
The World Social Report 2020, published by the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, shows that income inequality has increased in most developed countries, and some middle-income countries - including China, which has the world’s fastest growing economy.
The challenges are underscored by UN chief António Guterres in the
foreword, in which he states that the world is confronting “the harsh realities of a deeply unequal global landscape”, in which economic woes,
inequalities and job insecurity have led to mass protests in both developed and developing countries. The study shows that the richest one
per cent of the population are the big winners in the changing global
economy, increasing their share of income between 1990 and 2015,
while at the other end of the scale, the bottom 40pc earned less than a
quarter of income in all countries surveyed.
One of the consequences of inequality within societies, notes the report, is slower economic growth. In unequal societies, with wide disparities in areas such as health care and education, people are more likely
to remain trapped in poverty, across several generations. Between countries, the difference in average incomes is reducing, with China and
other Asian nations driving growth in the global economy. Nevertheless,
there are still stark differences between the richest and poorest countries and regions: the average income in North America, for example, is
16 times higher than that of people in Sub-Saharan Africa.
As the UN’s 2020 report on the global economy showed, the climate
crisis is negatively impacting the quality of life, and vulnerable populations are bearing the brunt of environmental degradation and extreme
weather events. Climate change, according to the World Social Report,
is making the world’s poorest countries even poorer, and could reverse
progress made in reducing inequality among countries. The UN’s 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, which provides the blueprint for
a better future for people and the planet, recognizes that major challenges require internationally coordinated solutions, and contains concrete and specific targets to reduce inequality, based on income.
Income disparities and a lack of opportunities are creating a vicious
cycle of inequality, frustration and discontent among people across the
globe. Governments and international organisations have a role to play
in levelling the playing field and creating a fairer world for all. They will
have to find a solution to sharpening inequalities, otherwise disgruntlement and conflict will rise and affect all of them.
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Untapped tax
potential
Shahid Hussain

Pakistan collected Rs4.721 trillion in taxes in the outgoing fiscal year,
which was more than the revised target of Rs4.691tr. The government
has projected a revenue collection target of Rs5.829tr for the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) for the new fiscal year.
The revenue is more than the target after years but still far less than
the potential of the country. Pakistan’s tax-to-GDP ratio remains low
at less than 10pc, the lowest in the region, despite massive indirect
taxes collected by successive governments. According to the International Monetary Fund, Pakistan’s tax collection is at least 62pc lower
than its potential. The government has achieved only one target out of
its 10 promised tax reforms-related goals, according to a review by the
Policy Research Institute of Market Economy. Six targets have been
partially achieved, one was less than partially achieved and two remain
unattended. Work in some areas is limited only to files. The only target
that has been achieved is to reduce the transaction cost of paying
taxes and an electronic facility for the payment of all FBR and some
provincial taxes.
Experts say the government cannot delay the reforms after it has given
an undertaking to the lending community to achieve an increase of 4-5pc
of GDP in tax revenues by the end of the IMF programme. The PTI government has signed agreements with international lending agencies under
the umbrella of the IMF's three-year programme that promises about
$38.6b foreign inflows in 39 months from all lenders. It means failure is
not an option. Pakistan will not only have to meet FBR’s revenue collection target, but also nearly double it by 2023-24. It means the authorities
must increase federal revenues up to16.2pc of GDP by 2023-24.
Under the revised agreement with the IMF, Pakistan will take additional revenue measures equal to 1.4pc of the size of its economy or over
Rs700 billion to achieve a tax collection target of around Rs6 trillion in
the next fiscal year. A massive increase in petroleum levy collection
helped hike the government’s non-tax collection. The government’s nontax collection increased by 151pc from July to December. The non-tax
revenue helped restrict the budget deficit to 2.5pc of GDP or Rs1137 billion during the July-December period.
Meanwhile, the World Bank (WB) has projected that the FBR’s tax
revenues could go up to $82.4 billion (Rs12,788 billion) over the next
nine years till fiscal year 2028-29, without any intervention under the Pakistan Raises Revenues project of $400 million loan. However, with intervention in the shape of taxation measures, the revenue is projected to
increase up to $96.6 billion (Rs14,992 billion). On the issue of tax gap
analysis, the WB found that Pakistan’s tax revenue would reach 26pc of
GDP if tax compliance were raised to 75pc, a realistic level for MICs (Middle Income Countries).
Experts say the existing system is a serious threat to the economy.
The accumulation of untaxed wealth, flawed taxation policies and administrative loopholes have led to a situation where Pakistan finds it hard to
put the economy on the path to recovery. Flaws in the tax system have
led to substantial accumulation of untaxed wealth. Pakistan’s tax collec-
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tion system generates less than 10 percent of GDP. Even that collection
is made through indirect taxes, not being the real income.
According to estimates, only one percent of people carry the burden
of the entire state. Despite hectic efforts, only 2.5 million people – out of
the 220 million population – have so far been encouraged to file returns.
Only three hundred companies in Pakistan pay 85pc of the tax. Over
90pc industrial consumers of electricity do not pay sales tax. Over 50pc
companies registered with the Security and Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) also do not pay sales tax. Over 100,000 companies are
registered with the SECP but only 50,000 file returns. There are more
than 3.1 million commercial electricity connections but more than 90pc
of them are outside the tax net. The banking data shows that there are
50m account holders in the country but just 400,000 are paying taxes.
The government aims to bring fiscal consolidation, austerity and additional revenue mobilization. It believes the documentation of the economy and bringing untaxed sectors into the mainstream through various
measures will help recover historic high revenue. It has launched a
movement for increasing tax collection equitably on all taxable incomes.
It is acquiring data of economic transactions from third parties, including
banks, excise and taxation departments and other offices to net tax
evaders.
Undoubtedly, the present system is not sustainable for Pakistan and
its people. Social services can only be provided when there is adequate
collection of revenue. In the presence of the massive loopholes in the
system and a large number of companies and individuals out of the tax
net, there is no wonder Pakistan failed to gain self-reliance even after almost 74 years of its inception. Successive governments relied on internal
and foreign loans to run the affairs of the country. The tax collection figures are horrible but they also provide a huge opportunity to the government to collect record revenue by bringing all potential individuals and
companies into the tax net. However, people should not be harassed for
it. The number of indirect taxes should also be reduced to provide relief
to the common man from rising prices.

August 1-15, 2021

Conflict

War and talks go on
as Taliban dominate
Raza Khan

As war and negotiations are taking place simultaneously between the opposing sides in Afghanistan, a firm commitment has come from the Taliban that they do not want to monopolise power and that peace could only
return to the war-ravaged country when there is an inclusive broad-based
government. While the security situation in Afghanistan has deteriorated,
a very important silver lining on the horizon of the country has emerged
with the statement of the Taliban that they do not want to have power single-handedly in Afghanistan.
In a recent interview to an international news outlet, Taliban
spokesman Suhail Shaheen promised that the militant group would not
capture Kabul by force despite having the capacity to do so. More importantly, Shaheen said the Taliban would lay down weapons when a negotiated government acceptable to all sides in the conflict was installed in
Kabul and Ghani’s government had gone. It means that there is no foreseeable end to the armed conflict in Afghanistan unless negotiations,
which are taking place simultaneously between the Afghan High Peace
Council, headed by former Chief Executive Officer, Abdullah Abdullah,
and the Taliban, succeed. However, due to the obstinate and recalcitrant
stances of both sides the negotiations have remained inconsequential.
The last round of negotiations, dubbed as intra-Afghan dialogue, which
took place in Doha, Qatar, could not make any headway and the only outcome was that the negotiating parties said there would be more talks after
Eidul Azha.
As the Taliban are saying that they would only give up weapons once
the warring factions, including the government of President Ashraf Ghani
in Kabul, come to a negotiated settlement on the future of the new interim
government and also the roadmap for a new political system has been
laid down, Ghani has ruled out relinquishing power at any time before any
settlement. In other words, while the Taliban are stating that Ghani shall
leave power instantly, he has taken the stance that he could only do so
after successful peace talks. In this situation, both sides are looking at
the process of negotiations from their own stated position, therefore, the
talks have become less important.
Against this backdrop, the most important aspect of the unfolding situation in Afghanistan, as mentioned above, is the unequivocal stance by
the Taliban that they do not want to usurp power or appropriate it only for
the group. According to the Taliban spokesman, “I want to make it clear
that we do not believe in the monopoly of power because any government, which sought to monopolize power in Afghanistan in the past, was
not a successful regime. So, we do not want to repeat the same formula.”
This is a crucial statement and stance of the Taliban. It means that they
have come of age and realized their past mistakes and also do not want
to repeat them. Equally importantly, the statement of Shaheen also clarifies another thing that the Taliban have also realized that no single movement through the force of arms could establish a stranglehold on
Afghanistan for long. Therefore, it would be futile to come to power
through the force of arms and then keep other legitimate stakeholders to
power at bay.
Insofar as the stance of President Ghani is concerned that the Taliban
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should first cease fighting and then come to the negotiating table does
not hold any substance in the situation that has emerged in Afghanistan.
Ghani has often said he would remain in office until new elections determined the next government. On his continued stay in power, as said earlier, the Taliban are uncompromising and they have their reasons for it. It
would be tantamount to the surrender of the Taliban, which obviously the
latter would never do. In simple terms, Ghani just wants to prolong his
power while the objective realities have changed. Ghani had come to
power in 2017 after a controversial election as the runner up, Abdullah
Abdullah, also claimed victory and pronounced himself president. It was
only after an America-sponsored tacit deal that Ghani became the president and Abdullah was made the head of High Peace Council, with the
second powerful position in the power corridors of Kabul.
At the moment on the battleground, the Taliban have got swift victories.
Till Eidul Azha on July 20, the Taliban had captured almost half of the 419
districts of Afghanistan. More importantly, they have taken control of
Afghanistan’s important border crossings with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan in
the north, with Iran in the west and with Pakistan (Chaman in Balochistan)
in the east. It seems that it is part of the battlefield strategy of the militants
to first take control of the border crossings with neighbours of Afghanistan
so that to manage the international trade of Afghanistan and generate important revenues from trading convoys and goods. This is a very shrewd
strategy on part of the Taliban as it has two main advantages to the militant group. On the one hand, it would raise large revenues for the Taliban
which it could use to further strengthen its position. On the other hand,
controlling the border crossings with Afghanistan neighbours would deny
a large amount of tax revenue to the Afghan government. In the Taliban's
calculation, it would put a lot of pressure on President Ghani to step down.
However, India, on its part despite opening talks with the Taliban unwillingly sensing the group would soon overrun Afghanistan, has also provided the Kabul government with economic aid and a large number of
arms to fight the Taliban. But it seems that India is wasting its money and
resources as Ghani’s forces are increasingly surrendering to the Taliban
despite his claims on July 20 on the occasion of Eid to step up fighting
against the Taliban.
The other day the top US military officer, General Mark Milley, told a
Pentagon news conference that the Taliban had “strategic momentum” and
he did not rule out a complete Taliban takeover terming it not inevitable.
On their part, the Taliban, as a strategy, have desisted from overrunning
any of the 34 provincial capitals of Afghanistan. However, in the meanwhile
a large number of Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) personnel have
surrendered to the Taliban. But their spokesman, Shaheen, has termed it
not capitulation but realization on part of the Afghan soldiers that fighting
the Taliban was of no use morally, legally and religiously. Although one
cannot buy the argument of Shaheen in this regard yet surrendering of a
large number of ANSF personnel makes a lot of sense as they have no
reason to fight the Taliban when the latter have forced the US-NATO to
leave Afghanistan after 20 years of long occupation-presence in
Afghanistan fighting the militants without trouncing them
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Allegations

Pak-Afghan souring relations
Raza Khan

The official relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have nosedived after
levelling of nonsensical accusations by incumbent Afghan President, Ashraf
Ghani, on Islamabad of supporting the resurging militant group, Taliban, and
a satirical episode in Pakistan’s capital in which the daughter of the Afghan
ambassador claimed to have been abducted by unidentified people.
Afghanistan, on June 19, withdrew its ambassador and five senior
diplomats while Pakistan also recalled its ambassador from Kabul for consultation. Although the trigger of nose-diving of relations between Islamabad and Kabul was the claim of a great staged drama when Silsila Alikhel,
the daughter of Afghanistan ambassador to Pakistan, Najib Alikhel,
claimed to have been abducted by armed people in Islamabad when she
was using a cab for commuting on July 17.
Pakistan’s foreign ministry, in a statement, said that the Afghan embassy had informed it that Silsila Alikhel was assaulted while riding in a
rented vehicle. Police were investigating the “disturbing incident” and security had been tightened for the ambassador and his family, it said. Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan wanted the matter treated as top priority
and the culprits caught within 48 hours. While attacks and abduction of
any diplomat and their family member is condemnable and brings a bad
name to a country but it is important that in the situation it seems more a
drama than a reality. If somebody had really kidnapped Silsila, what could
have been the motive and she or her father even has not come up with
any explanation in this regard. Moreover, keeping in view the highly volatile
situation in Afghanistan and probable threats to the Kabul’s ambassador
in Islamabad, she should have avoided moving around alone. She should
have armed guards of the Afghan embassy with her for protection and her
father could also ask for security from Pakistani authorities. It is beyond
one’s imagination why an ambassador’s family member would roam
around alone when she has all the resources for protection. The mala fide
of the Afghan government was quite obvious in Silsila’s episode, as Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan had ordered an inquiry and its outcome
within 48 hours, in the meanwhile, without waiting for its completion Kabul
withdrew its ambassador and senior diplomats from Islamabad. While Pakistan authorities completed an inquiry within the stipulated time frame and
came up with 700 minutes of footage of 200 close circuit TV (CCTV) cameras in several places of Islamabad and Rawalpindi, where Silsila had
moved in quick succession, the evidence could not prove that she had
been abducted.
The matter of Afghan ambassador’s daughter could be seen in the
backdrop of the unfolding situation in Afghanistan. The case is very simple
to understand from this staged drama. Ambassador Alikhel might be the
envoy of his country at the moment but he is more the representative of
Ghani’s sagging government and its writ, which had already been very
weak in Afghanistan, is evaporating with each passing day at the hands
of the Taliban. Now from this staged-drama of abduction of the ambassador’s daughter, several objectives were aimed to be obtained. The foremost is the personal interest of the ambassador in question and his family.
As the ambassador was sensing the total obliteration of the writ of Ghani’s
government due to the Taliban onslaught and increasing dropping out of
ANSF personnel, he wanted a safe passage and haven for himself and
family in some Western country. For it, he had to stage a drama so that it
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could be feigned that the Taliban are after him and the family. Therefore,
he should be given asylum in a Western country. It exactly happened and
in no time Silsila was granted asylum in Germany as the benign leadership under Chancellor Angelina Merkel has granted asylum to millions of
people from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and other war-devastated countries
during her rule in Germany. Many of these asylum-seekers are economic
migrants, who could not make a fortune in their home countries for being
work shirkers. Alikhel seems to be one such case. The second aim of the
staged abduction of Silsila was more to do with Ghani’s government policy, which may not be perceived as the policy of Afghanistan, rather more
a personal motivation and interest of Ghani and his kitchen cabinet members. Only by making the world believe Pakistan as a “bad guy,” Ghani
could gather some international support as he has already been ditched
by the US for being of no good use. It has been total bad governance by
Ghani during the last many years that he could not stabilize Afghanistan,
the advantage of which has directly gone to the Taliban. The foremost
reason is that Ghani’s government has been involved in large-scale financial corruption and nepotism while he could not rise as a genuine
leader. Thus, the alleged abduction of Ambassador Alikhel’s daughter was
a created event to give personal advantage to the envoy and his family
as well as President Ghani by negatively portraying Pakistan in the international media telling the world and Afghans back home that Pakistan
was behind all the miseries of Afghans. Pakistan-bashing has always
been the favorite pastime of the Afghanistan leadership and typical of a
senseless and tribalistic mindset of the Afghan leadership which could
not learn how to run the state and it cannot be managed either by accusing others but by putting their own house in order. However, apart from
personal advantage in the form of relocation of the ambassador and his
family to a Western country and even of President Ghani to the US, where
he has lived for a long time, the drama would not serve any purpose or
interest of the people of Afghanistan as their lives have become more
miserable due to the civil war.
The frustration of Ghani could be gauged from his total undiplomatic
posture he assumed in a recent meeting of heads of states and governments in Dushanbe, Uzbekistan. During his conference speech, where
Pakistan PM Khan was also in attendance, President Ghani directly accused Pakistan of letting 2,000 fighters enter Afghanistan and fight on the
sides of the Taliban against Kabul’s forces. This is indeed condemnable
because even if the accusation was substantive, Ghani’s government
should have taken it up secretly with Pakistani authorities. More importantly, even if Pakistan had let fighters join the ranks of the Afghan Taliban,
what Ghani’s government has been doing along with its more than 300,000
ANSF personnel not to stop the infiltrators from Pakistan?
Pakistan’s relations with the Afghan government may have deteriorated
yet again but the people of the two countries are linked in a historical and
cultural context. If the relations between the two countries sever, the ultimate losers would be Afghanistan and its people, as they are dependent
on Pakistan, not the other way round. So it is high time that Afghans should
do soul-searching in earnest and make an all-out effort to put an end to 40
long years’ conflict and crisis in Afghanistan, as blaming Pakistan for its
wrong would not make any difference.
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Impediments to exports
Husnain Shahid

Pakistan's exports of goods recorded their highest level of $25.3 billion during
the last fiscal year 2020-21. The exports were higher than the $25.11 billion
recorded in 2013-14. It is an encouraging sign that the country’s exports are
rising despite the onset of the pandemic. However, an even bigger challenge
will be to increase or sustain the momentum, as the country has seen many
bust-and-boom cycles in its history.
The development comes as a major relief for Pakistan that is struggling to
cope with an increasing current account deficit and pressure of repaying multibillion dollars of loans taken from international lenders. However, it is a fact
that Pakistan has never maintained a steady growth of exports. If it performed
well in a year, it fared poorly in the next year. The sharp fluctuation in exports
points out inefficiencies and weaknesses in the system.
Pakistan hopes to increase exports to address its longstanding financial
issues. However, it has never been able to perform according to its potential.
Pakistan can increase its exports by up to $12 billion by 2024 even after taking
into account disruptions due to Covid-19, according to the International Trade
Centre’s latest export potential assessment for the country. More than half of
the country’s exporters struggle with domestic and foreign regulatory barriers,
says Invisible Barriers to Trade — Pakistan 2020: Business Perspectives. The
report, prepared in collaboration with the World Bank Group’s country office,
says market frictions such as regulatory obstacles and lack of information
transparency put up to $7b of the untapped export potential at risk — especially for small businesses looking to trade more across borders.
“There is great scope for the government of Pakistan to streamline
processes, improve quality management and work with exporters to provide
consistent, transparent and timely information,” it said. The report, based on
a survey of 1,152 importers and exporters, identifies the toughest trade hurdles
facing Pakistani businesses. Almost half of these hurdles are homegrown,
which means the government can fix many of the problems holding back exporters. The report suggests ways for the government and the private sector
to crank up competitiveness by addressing issues such as export inspections,
tax refunds, and certification. It identifies the most challenging non-tariff measures that Pakistani businesses face which include: complying with technical
requirements, lack of trade-related information and inadequate domestic infrastructure. Women entrepreneurs also face social constraints and a general
lack of support in government agencies and other institutions.
The NTM Business Survey in Pakistan finds that 49pc of small enterprises
and 57pc of medium-sized firms have trouble with non-tariff measures, while
54pc of large companies consider them to be burdensome. Almost half of the
challenges these firms reported stem from Pakistani rules on matters such as
export inspections, tax refunds, and export certification. These invisible barriers
to trade affect exporters and importers differently, and their impact varies
across sectors.
The publication finds that regulations and the procedures to comply with
them are difficult for 51pc of Pakistani exporters and 46pc of importers. Most
agricultural exporters (60pc) — especially those dealing with fresh and
processed foods — experience difficulties with these measures, as most countries have stringent regulations in place to protect human health and the environment. In comparison, 47pc of the Pakistani companies that export
manufactured goods face problems. Conformity assessment is the top challenge with requirements like testing and product certification are a bigger concern (41pc) than rules related to quality standards, safety, and production
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processes (4pc).
Pakistani exporters say complying with European rules is difficult and the
accompanying conformity assessment procedures are too strict. The neighbouring SAARC countries account for only 5pc of the problems that local exporters experience with foreign regulations. At the individual partner country
level, the United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom are responsible for
the most reported regulations, each accounting for 8pc. German measures
account for 6pc, while Oman and the United States account for 5pc each.
Meanwhile, local regulations account for about 45pc of the troublesome
measures that exporters face. Most of these involve export inspections (31pc),
tax refunds (27pc), and export certification (10pc). Pakistani policies cause
55pc of the problems reported by exporters of manufactured goods, and onethird of agriculture. Large firms (52pc) face more problems with domestic export regulations than small and medium-sized businesses (45pc).
Exporters say the regulations are overly strict or compliance is difficult in
just 12pc of the cases. In contrast, the procedures are the problem in 70pc of
the cases — and most of these occur in Pakistan itself. The remaining 18pc
are difficult due to both the regulation and related procedures, of which more
than two-thirds occur in the country. The most important ones are slow
processes on the necessary paperwork and high fees and charges to obtain
required certification or testing. Informal payments and inadequate facilities
for testing and certification in Pakistan were also frequently reported.
As a way forward, the survey identifies numerous challenges, especially
regarding export-quality management and infrastructure in the country. For instance, Pakistan should increase the capacity of local laboratories to carry out
required testing and certification. Efforts need to be made to strengthen the
capacity of small and medium-sized enterprises to comply with international
market access requirements. The absence of a proper warehouse and cold
storage facilities at major border points is a serious problem that must be fixed.
Trade procedures need to be streamlined and paperwork at government and
customs offices be automated to reduce the administrative burdens and costs
shouldered by Pakistani exporters. Traders need a proper portal that can provide reliable export- and import-related information which should also guide
on trade regulations and procedures, provide facts about relevant agencies,
port authorities, and customs. Finally, Pakistani trade regulations and
processes must be streamlined to facilitate exports. A policy rethink is needed
on advance payment restrictions on raw material imports and processes involving the duty drawback scheme. Export inspection processes at the customs also should be improved. The government should act upon the
guidelines to improve the exports of the country.
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Economic recovery should
benefit all sections of people
Muhammad Asim Nisar

At long last the efforts of the Pakistan
Threek-i-Insaf (PTI) government to stabilize the economy and put it on the growth
path are yielding results. There are unmistakable signs of economic recovery
on many fronts. Last year, exports grew
around 18% in dollar value while imports
rose around 26%.
However, the imports grew at a faster
pace than the exports, resulting in a large
trade deficit of $31 billion. But, let us remember, this is the normal recovery story
in a developing economy where imports
exceed exports, giving a fillip to manufacturing and production activities. Both exports and imports went down in FY19 and
FY20. In the years, the government pursued a macroeconomic stabilisation path,
which slowed the economy down.
The curtailment of imports depends
on the pace of macroeconomic adjustment. If the pace of adjustment is fast, imports will be scaled back in a
short span of time. This will, in turn, reduce exports since they also depend
on imports. The adjustment brought the economy to a level where imports
decreased drastically while exports fell slightly.
A heartening development is a rapid rise in remittances. Bourgeoning
remittances of $29.4 billion played a major role in bridging the trade gap
in FY21. On the other hand, debt servicing requirements were fulfilled
through multilateral financing and commercial borrowing fetched through
Eurobonds and Sukuk.
The government also made untiring efforts to control the staggering
current account deficit. Earlier on, the current account deficit went down a
great deal and it gradually helped in bolstering the foreign exchange reserves of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), pushing them above $18.2
billion. Lately, the current account deficit has increased a little bit but the
overall situation is under control.
The onset of Covid-19 along with an extended lockdown in FY20 provided an opportunity to policymakers to slow down the adjustment process.
The accommodating monetary policy along with a tax amnesty scheme
given to the construction sector greatly helped to propel the current recovery. The policy rate has been kept at 7% in order to give a boost to the industrial sector. Similarly, the tax amnesty scheme has brought boom to
the real estate sector.
As a result, real estate prices have increased a lot in both small and
big cities. Along with the elevated real estate prices, there was a mushroom growth in new housing societies last year.
But there is a flip side to the boom in the construction industry. Fears
have been expressed that the growing pace of real estate expansion will
create environmental and ecological problems in the years to come. Al-
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ready, unplanned horizontal expansion of cities has destroyed a significant
portion of green areas, which has already affected agriculture production.
The current expansion will increase the land stock, which will remain unpopulated for a long period of time. On this basis, the current expansion
would turn out to be counterproductive in the long run.
Despite these odds, the fact is that the current recovery is propelled by
the boom in the construction sector. Construction activity has increased
across Pakistan as consumption of cement has gone up around 18%. Similarly, steel consumption has also increased. The high demand for steel
and cement has boosted these sectors and generated employment opportunities for a large number of people. In addition, glass, ceramics, paints
and other construction-related industries have got a boost.
On the other hand, the higher real estate prices have significantly impacted the sales of automobiles. Most people use their capital gains to buy
high-end cars. According to experts, the higher real estate prices have become a contributing factor in the surge in car sales.
The government intends to sustain the recovery through a lax fiscal
policy where expenditures will increase along with a nominal increase in
taxes. This policy will increase imports, which crossed $6 billion in June
2021. The higher imports will increase the current account deficit and put
pressure on the foreign exchange reserves.
Under the emerging situation, imports will surpass exports by a huge
margin and the balance of payments will come under strain in due course.
If the government does not use the reserves, the pressure will fall on the
rupee in the form of further depreciation.
All told, the economy has entered the recovery phase. But the boons
of the recovery are still limited to a certain segment of the population. The
government must adopt policies to ensure that all sections of the population equally benefit from the economic growth.
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Higher taxes on national
savings certificates
Muhammad Asim Nisar

Pakistan is caught up in a debt trap, and debt management
is a big issue for the PTI government which is taking new
loans to pay off old ones. Among others, National Savings
Schemes (NSS) are a convenient mode of non-bank borrowing for the government. The schemes pay savers a substantially higher return than they earn on saving products of
banks. Banks do not like this and use their clout in the financial sector to block any move that makes the schemes more
lucrative than they presently are.
Lately, investments in NSS have been falling after the
discontinuation of high-denomination prize bonds of
Rs40,000, Rs25,000 and Rs15,000. Total investments in
NSS fell in the first 11 months of the last fiscal year: investors made net withdrawals of about Rs193.5 billion.
A decline in non-bank borrowing via NSS amidst a high
fiscal deficit makes the government more dependent on
bank borrowing. Government borrowing adversely affects
economic activities of the private sector, undermining the
economy’s growth potential.
A decline in NSS investments is a matter of concern for the country’s
economic managers. That is why the government occasionally announces
an increase in the rates of return on NSS. But borrowing by the government from banks keeps growing. Banks have long been enjoying the benefits of this cyclical issue of domestic debt management, while the people
suffer when the profit on the saving instruments of NSS is reduced.
Questions have been asked about a recent increase in tax on the investment income from NSS. The government justifies the move with a view
to containing the high fiscal deficit. It needs to be mentioned here that a
large sum of money that is deposited in NSS is the taxed income of people.
In recent years, however, the government has started taxing at a higher
rate the untaxed money (i.e. the money invested in NSS by people who
do not regularly file their income tax returns). In the new fiscal year, the
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tax rate on the NSS income is 15pc for regular tax return filers and 30pc
for the non-filers, up from 10pc and 20pc, respectively, until last year.
This big jump in the withholding tax on NSS returns will discourage
people, particularly small investors, from parking funds in NSS. There are
two key reasons for it. First, the majority of individuals who invest in NSS
are not on the active taxpayers’ list and, hence, liable to pay 30pc withholding tax, which is too high. And second, the rates of 15pc for tax return
filers and 30pc for non-filers are applicable only if their profits from investment in NSS remain up to half a million rupees. If the profit exceeds the
limit, both will have to pay 35pc withholding tax.
Needless to say, this will encourage non-filers to invest large sums of
money into NSS so that they can earn returns of more than half a million
rupees and are treated on a par with the filers. The stock of investment in
national savings exceeds Rs4.3 trillion. It is not known how much of it has
been invested by small investors. But as far as the number
of investors is concerned, more than 60pc of them are
thought to be small investors.
According to available figures, in the first 11 months of
2020-21, net investments in NSS turned negative due to the
encashment of unregistered prize bonds but investments in
other NSS products also remained negative in totality. The
only product that attracted net investments of about Rs23.6b
was regular income certificates.
Increasing the tax rate on the NSS income for non-filing
small investors is part of the drive for the documentation of
the economy. But the government committed a mistake here:
it could have increased the rate gradually. It is also not clear
whether senior citizens and widows enjoy any sort of exemption from the high rate of tax on the NSS income. All in all,
the new higher rates of tax will have an adverse effect on the
culture of savings in the country. The authorities need to revisit their decision.
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Education

Hiring unqualified teachers
in remote districts
Rasheed Ali

Manzoor Ahmad is not unaware of the importance of education, especially
for girls. His nephew is a schoolteacher and he knows that he is “well-off”
among all his close relatives. Therefore, he is very much convinced that
all his four children, one son and three daughters, in the age group of five
to 14 years, must get an education to the maximum level. But he feels
helpless when it comes to sending them to school on their own, in the absence of a proper conveyance.
He is a butcher and lives at Chak No 338/HR, tehsil Fort Abbas in district
Bahawalnagar. He believes in strictly following Sharia, hence no profiteering, and a very humble living. Mostly, he buys animals on credit and pays
off the price after selling meat. He enjoys a good reputation among people
of the area, so he continues his business one way or the other. But he
doesn’t have enough resources to purchase a motorcycle. “And even if I
get one on instalments, I am doubtful about its regular use due to expensive fuel and uncertain schedule,” he shares his grievances with Cutting
Edge.
Manzoor Ahmad’s village has middle schools for boys and girls, but almost
50% of teacher vacancies remain unfilled. “Neither my children are brilliant
enough to learn their lessons on their own, only by sitting in classes, without the help of teachers, nor I have resources to provide them a pick up
and drop off service at school at Chak No 319/HR (Marot), almost 17 kilometres away from my village, where a sufficient number of teachers are
available to teach all classes regularly,” the man in his early 40s explains.
Chaudhry Rasheed Ahmad, a dweller of a nearby Chak No 330/HR, with
the same grievances, seems more aware of the situation of government
schools. “I have five daughters and one son, and they all are students of
difference classes. Never in our village schools all teacher vacancies are
filled,” Rasheed Ahmad, a small farmer, tells Cutting Edge. “We have a
high school for girls in our village, but only six teachers are serving there
currently,” Rasheed Ahmad says. “Do you think six teachers can teach students of all 11 classes – Katchi (pre-school) plus 10 classes, or only handle
them properly,” he raises a genuine question.
The man, who himself studied until eight class, also wants to send his
daughters to a better school in the area, Govt Higher Secondary School
for Girls, Chak No 319/HR, Marot, but it is situated almost 16-17 kilometres
away from his village. There’s no public transport facility for it and Rasheed
Ahmad also lacks resources to give his daughters a pick up and drop off
facility to help them get a better education.
However, he has a suggestion to offer to authorities concerned. “Almost
22 villages, from Chak No 318/HR to 340/HR, are situated on both sides
of the Hakra Right (HR) canal, in an almost 30-kilometre area before the
start of Cholistan. If the education authorities are unable to fill teacher vacancies in all schools of the area, they themselves, or some philanthropists, should arrange for two, three student-only buses. It would resolve
the issue to a great extent,” Rasheed Ahmad says.
“I believe it would increase enrolment in schools manifold and the literacy
rate in this most neglected far-off area of southern Punjab,” adds the ed-
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ucation-loving farmer.
A post-budget meeting in Lahore endorsed the complaints of Manzoor
Ahmad and Rasheed Ahmad that a majority of schools in remote districts
of Punjab are running with a small number of teachers. Ziaur Rehman, the
chief executive of AwazCDS-Pakistan, told the meeting that at least 81,000
vacancies of teachers in schools of Punjab are vacant currently, while the
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budget 2021-22 made no allocation for the recruitment of new teachers.
The Awaz Foundation Pakistan is a not-for-profit, non-governmental, developmental and human rights organisation, working for socioeconomic
development and political empowerment of marginalised communities, especially women and young people, in the country. The meeting, organised
by AwazCDS-Pakistan, in collaboration with the Punjab Legislatures Core
Group on Education, was attended by 14 community education champions
on girls’ right to quality secondary education, representing southern districts of Punjab as well as 32 members of the Punjab Assembly.
The community education champions expressed their disappointment over
lack of girls’ schools in south Punjab districts. They also seconded the
grievances of Manzoor Ahmad and Rasheed Ahmad that no appropriate
transport facilities are available in remote districts, like Rajanpur, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Layyah, Bhakkar, Jhang, Mianwali, Lodhran, Bahawalnagar,
Vehari, Khanewal, Bahawalpur, Multan and Muzaffargarh.
Ziaur Rehman regretted that 5.3 million girls were already out of school in
Punjab, whereas 32% had left school during the Covid-19 pandemic. However, Qaiser Rashid, additional secretary Planning & Budget for School
Education Department, told the meeting the government had released
Rs14 billion to impart education to 400,000 girls, attending schools for the
last three years. The cabinet had approved the allocation in the last meeting and the amount would be delivered through the Punjab Social Protection Authority.
Ayesha Nawaz, chairperson Standing Committee on School Education,
told the participants that the Punjab Free & Compulsory Education Amendment Act 2020 was with the Education Standing Committee currently, and
the members would soon approve its enactment in selected districts.
Under the act, every private school would have to provide free education
up to 20% of its total students and it would provide access to poor parents
to enrol their children, especially girls, in nearby private schools for free,
she said.
The Punjab Schools Education Department also claims increasing the education budget for the financial year 2021-22. A spokesperson for the de-
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However, he has a suggestion to
offer to authorities concerned.
“Almost 22 villages, from Chak
No 318/HR to 340/HR, are situated on both sides of the Hakra
Right (HR) canal, in an almost 30kilometre area before the start of
Cholistan. If the education authorities are unable to fill teacher vacancies in all schools of the area,
they themselves, or some philanthropists, should arrange for two,
three student-only buses. It would
resolve the issue to a great extent,” Rasheed Ahmad says
partment said the provincial government had allocated Rs442 billion for
education this year, with an increase of 13% compared with the last year.
The government proposed Rs54.22b for development expenditure and
Rs388b for current expenses, while the spending on education would be
17% of the total Punjab budget.
Talking to Cutting Edge by telephone, the official said that out of the
Rs54.22b development outlay, Rs33b had been set aside for school education, Rs15.065b for higher education, Rs755 million for special education, and Rs 2.9b for literacy and informal basic education.
He said that during the year 25% of primary schools i.e. 8,360 would be
given the status of elementary schools and around 40% of the schools
were situated in south Punjab. Over Rs6.5b had been earmarked for the
upgrade of schools to bring around 2m students back to schools, he
added.
The provincial government sanctioned Rs23b for schools being run under
the Punjab Education Foundation, and the Punjab Education Initiative
Management Authority (PEIMA) to help 33m students.
Also, a Rs15b development budget has been set aside for higher education, posting an increase of around 285% compared to the previous year.
The government has also accorded approval to set up universities in eight
districts - Attock, Gujranwala, Rajanpur, Pakpattan, Hafizabad, Bhakkar,
Layyah and Sialkot - while seven more universities would be set up in Bahawalnagar, Toba Tek Singh, Muzaffargarh, DG Khan, Kasur and
Sheikhupura. Over Rs17b funds have been specified for the establishment
of an engineering and technology university in Sialkot. The government
will establish 86 new colleges in different districts of the province.
Muhammad Arshad, the representative of Manzoor Ahmad and Rasheed
Ahmad in the Punjab Assembly, elected from PP-244 (Bahawalnagar-VIII),
has good news to share with the area people. He tells Cutting Edge by
telephone that a decision has been made in principle that all teacher vacancies in southern Punjab districts, including Bahawalnagar, will be filled
soon, on a temporary and local basis. He disclosed that educated locals
would be appointed to schools as teachers to solve the problem of their
transfer every other month. “Efforts will be made to select educated persons from among the applicants to fill the vacant posts through a specially
designed mechanism, approved by the higher authorities, without going
through the process of the Punjab Public Service Commission,” the MPA
elaborates. He claimed that where persons with professional education
degrees were not available, local people with qualifications, like MA, BA,
FA or even matriculation, would be hired to fill the vacancies on a temporary basis and with lesser salaries. Arshad said it was a stopgap arrangement, which was being adopted to avoid education losses in
underdeveloped districts, and it might continue till the appointment of professionally qualified teachers.
However, the MPA, affiliated with the opposition Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N), does not agree with the idea of running student-only
buses in Marot region of Fort Abbas tehsil. He believes buses’ management and their running cost would not be affordable, even if philanthropists
donate them or the School Education Department purchases them.
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Cyber-surveillance

Pegasus spying and
hybrid warfare
Faheem Amir

It is shocking that many governments have used Israel-made malware,
Pegasus, to spy on the phones of politicians, journalists, activists, government officials and corporate executives all over the world.
The Paris-based journalism non-profit Forbidden Stories, Amnesty International, The Guardian, The Washington Post, Le Monde, and over a
dozen other news outlets collaborated to break the mega scandal. According to some hair-raising revelations, the Israeli surveillance company NSO
Group has sold spyware to around 10 countries for conducting cyber-surveillance.
The Mexican defence ministry acquired the software in 2011. It was
used against the current president of Mexico, Andrés Manuel López
Obrador, and 50 of his family members and associates. Mexican journalist
Cecilio Pineda Birto was killed in 2017 with the help of this software. Cecilio
Pineda Birto was writing against the corrupt government, politicians and
police.
However, according to some researchers, an early version of the hacking software was first detected in 2016 when an Arab country used it to
spy on a dissident. The software can infiltrate Androids and iPhones. It enables the operator to record calls, retrieve messages, photos and emails
without the knowledge of the phone user. “Pegasus is probably one of the
most capable remote access tools,” said Alan Woodward, cybersecurity
professor at the University of Surrey in the UK. “Think of it as if you've put
your phone in someone else's hands.” It can be used to read the target's
messages and emails, look through the photos they've taken, eavesdrop
on their calls, track their location and even film them through their camera.
Pegasus' developers have become “better and better at hiding” all traces
of the software, making it difficult to confirm whether a particular phone
has been bugged or not, Woodward said.
According to the report, the phone numbers in the leak span 45 countries, containing the phone numbers of 50,000 individuals. Traces of the
Pegasus malware have also been found in some devices. India has used
the Pegasus spyware to hack phones of Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan, Indian National Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and many other
prominent persons, including journalists, politicians, diplomats, etc. French
President Emmanuel Macron’s phone has also been hacked.
The revelations manifest that the software can be used against dissidents
and critics by a government and spy agency. Authoritarian regimes, like
Modi’s government, etc. have used the Pegasus spyware to commit human
rights violations by crushing their opponents and critics. It is alleged that the
NSO technology was used to assassinate Jamal Khashoggi. His killers got
help from the Pegasus to track his movements and monitor his communications. They also used it to monitor his relatives and friends’ activities.
It is also said that Israel is using spyware against Palestinians. The
Modi government has used the software to suppress dissent, opposition
political leaders, journalists, constitutional functionaries, bureaucrats,
judges, lawyers, scientists, business people and diplomats. The Indian opposition parties have condemned it and called for an investigation into the
matter. “This is clearly treason and total abdication of national security by
the Modi government, more so when the foreign company could possibly
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have access to this data,” said the Congress party, adding, “This is an unforgivable sacrilege and negation of the constitutional oath by the home
minister and the prime minister.”
Sushant Singh, a senior fellow with the Centre for Policy Research in
India, is one of the Indian journalists to have been targeted by the Modi
regime through Pegasus. He wrote: “After I agreed to cooperate with the
investigation, my device was checked by Amnesty International in early
July. They found that my cell-phone had been infiltrated by Pegasus, most
probably in July 2018.”
Digital espionage has now become a very important part of modern hybrid wars. It is now a reality, not a conspiracy theory. Scientific progress
and new inventions in communication have not only changed societies of
the world but also brought about revolutionary changes in the old game of
international spying. In cyber warfare, Israel, Russia and China have
emerged as the most powerful countries in the world. Even America accused Russia of hacking its election. America has also accused China of
hacking its businesses. Israel has established itself as a great power in
the cyberwar by developing Pegasus, Candiru, Verint, Quadream and
Cellebrite software for surveillance. Conventional wars would be over in
the coming years. New wars will be fought in the digital realm. Hostile
countries can use the Pegasus spyware to spy on rivals in a new era of
cyberespionage. India has already used it against Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan, which is very dangerous.
The EU DisinfoLab has already unmasked India’s hybrid war against
Pakistan in its report named “Indian Chronicles”. Other reports say that
India has launched a media campaign worth Rs7 billion against Pakistan.
It has created about 350K+ “Bot” profiles on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter under Pakistani names, mostly with Baloch and Pashtun surnames.
They are also sharing thousands of fake photos/videos of Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and ex-FATA on a daily basis, systematically
manipulating Pakistan’s social media with clever misinformation.
After the report, Pakistan urged the UN to probe India’s phone hacking.
“We have noted with serious concern recent international media reports
exposing Indian government’s organised spying operations against its own
citizens, foreigners as well as Prime Minister Imran Khan, using an Israeli
origin spyware,” the Foreign Office said. “We condemn in the strongest
possible terms India’s state-sponsored, continuing and widespread surveillance and spying operations in a clear breach of global norms of responsible state behaviour,” Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafiz
Chaudhri said. “In view of the gravity of the reports, we call on relevant
UN bodies to thoroughly investigate the matter, bring the facts to light, and
hold the Indian perpetrators to account,” Chaudhri added in a statement.
The PTI government should take every possible step to highlight the
issue in the world. The state should also enhance its cybersecurity. App
developers and phone manufacturers should also improve protection and
security. The UN must form rules to regulate the use of surveillance technology and take stern action against the abuse of the technology. The
media should also highlight the issue to protect the fundamental rights of
people by exposing cyberespionage and digital surveillance.
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Asylum seekers

Canada is deporting its
‘guardian angels’
Stefan Christoff

In 2017, in response to then-United States President Donald Trump’s socalled “Muslim ban”, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau tweeted: “To
those fleeing persecution, terror & war, Canadians will welcome you, regardless of your faith. Diversity is our strength #WelcomeToCanada.” Four
years on, many across the world continue to believe Trudeau’s assertion
that his country’s doors are open to refugees.
The reality on the ground, however, is very different. While routinely
being praised for its extraordinary generosity towards refugees, Trudeau’s
Canada is deporting asylum seekers en masse, amid a deadly pandemic.
According to the latest data published by the Canada Border Services
Agency (CBSA), Trudeau’s government deported some 12,122 people in
2020. This was the highest number of deportations in a year since 2015,
when Stephen Harper’s Conservative government was in power. Thousands more face the risk of being forcefully removed from the country before the end of 2021.
Many asylum seekers currently facing the threat of deportation have
served as essential front-line workers in Canada during the most difficult
and deadly months of the COVID-19 pandemic. Mamadou Konaté, who
fled his home country of Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) in the aftermath of its
bloody civil war and arrived in Canada as an asylum seeker in 2016, is
one of them. In 2020, at the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, Konaté
worked as a janitor in three different long-term care homes (CHSLDs) in
Montreal, Quebec. At the time, like most care homes in Canada, these facilities were devastated by the pandemic and were in desperate need of
essential workers. Konaté tended to and cleaned the rooms of COVIDpositive patients and contracted the virus while doing so. He quickly returned to work after surviving the illness. Despite his service, however, he
is now facing deportation as soon as the Canadian government arranges
for Konaté’s travel documents for Ivory Coast to be issued.
“After years of working in this country, along with many, many others,
contributing a lot, paying taxes, working in difficult jobs, during this pandemic, now the government is going to remove us? Now the Canadian
government is planning to deport us? This is injustice,” Konaté told a crowd
gathered in front of Prime Minister Trudeau’s constituency office in Montreal to protest deportations. “During the pandemic,” Konaté said “many
key jobs were performed by immigrants, by refugees. I am one of those
people, who stepped up, now, I face removal. I worked hard in the
CHSLDs, cleaning many times, even on the night shift. Today, it is hard
for people to know, to understand, the pain that we are going through, while
facing deportation from Canada, after working in essential posts during
this pandemic.”
Konaté’s case is only one of many that illustrate the ever-widening gap
between the liberal Trudeau government’s rhetoric of “embracing refugees”
and the reality on the ground. Since the beginning of the pandemic, Canadian politicians from across the political spectrum have been publicly celebrating essential workers, especially those working in healthcare settings.
For example, in April 2020, Quebec’s Premier François Legault, of the conservative Coalition Avenir Québec, described essential workers on the
COVID-19 front lines – including asylum seekers – as “guardian angels”
and voiced his government’s support for them. A few months later, in December 2020, his government specifically acknowledged the contributions
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asylum seekers have made to the pandemic effort, and initiated the
“guardian angel” programme ostensibly to provide essential workers with
precarious immigration status a direct path to permanent residency.
On the surface, the programme (accompanied by a similar Ottawaled initiative for essential workers outside Quebec) appeared to provide
further proof that Canada is a refugee-friendly country. But in reality, it
was yet another demonstration of the hypocrisy of Canada’s leaders. The
so-called “guardian angel” programme, limited in scope to some essential
workers in the healthcare sector who provided direct care to patients, left
asylum seekers who laboured as front-line workers in other sectors, such
as food packing and delivery, out in the cold. Moreover, it excludes many
others, like Konaté, who worked as janitors, cooks or security guards in
healthcare facilities.
The limitations of this programme show not only that Canada is not as
welcoming of refugees as Trudeau likes us to believe, but also that the selective nature of the country’s immigration policies has changed very little
since the British colonial era. In the early 20th century, exclusionist and
white supremacist immigration policies led Canada to turn away countless
thousands of immigrants from across the world who endured long and arduous journeys to reach the country’s shores. Since then, Canada has
made itself a name as a liberal safe haven for refugees. But as ongoing
mass deportations and the state’s refusal to give permanent residency to
all asylum seekers who served as essential workers illustrates, Canada’s
immigration policies are still neither just nor inclusive.
Moreover, as Trudeau continues with his rhetoric of welcoming all those
fleeing persecution, terror and war, Canada is rapidly militarising its borders. The 2019 federal budget, for example, promised a strategy costing
1.18 billion Canadian dollars ($940m) over five years to beef up border security and to detect, intercept and remove migrants. Today, Trudeau continues to act as if Canada’s doors are open to refugees and the country is
committed to protecting those in need. This, however, cannot be further
from the truth. The country is actually allowing only a select few, who meet
specific criteria, to settle within its borders, and shamelessly deporting
many, like Konaté, who risked their lives to keep the country running at the
height of the COVID-19 pandemic.
So, no – all those “fleeing persecution, terror and war” are not welcome
in Canada. And Trudeau should stop pretending they are.
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Racism

White is not a colour –
white is an ideology
Hamid Dabashi

The rising public conversations about race and racism
in the United States have once again confused millions
of well-meaning Americans into believing that if they
look like what is now socially codified as “a white person” then they must feel guilty about the racist history
of their country. This is a false guilt. Looking at any person and judging the content of their character based on
the complexion of their skin is blatant racism, predicated on a false and illogical premise. It is only white
supremacists who benefit from the confusion of the
term “white” as a colour of skin designation with “white”
as an ideology of racial supremacy.
A reactionary propagandist named Christopher Rufo
is now identified as the chief agent provocateur mobilising racist Americans against a figment of their own
imagination they call “Critical Race Theory” by way of
conflating racism with the designated colour of a person’s skin. The objective is to frighten people to think
that if the colour of their skin is coded as “white” in this
country, then they are the targets of their so-called
“coloured” compatriots’ demands for racial justice.
But the word “white” in the context of talking about
racism is not a signifier for skin colour. In this vital context, “white” is an
ideology. You are only “white” in this sense if you think you are entitled to
certain privileges that must be denied to others whom you in the same
breath call “Black”, “brown”, “red”, “yellow”, etc. “There is no such thing as
race, none” – this is how master novelist late Toni Morrison broke it down
very simply in a famous interview. “It’s the human race, scientifically, anthropologically. Racism is a construct, a social construct, and it has benefits, money can be made off of it, people who don’t like themselves can
feel better because of it … so it has a social function. But race can only be
defined as a human being.”
Precisely in that sense, the word “white” is a signifier of that racism, its
ideological register, its coded symbol. That is all. No human being at birth
is “white”, “Black”, “brown”, “red”, “yellow” or any other colour. They are all
eventually coded with these colours to divide and rule them better. East
Asians are called “yellow”, West Asians and Latinx “brown”, Native Americans “red”, Africans “Black”, all of them set against the fictive centrality of
the Caucasian “white”, which Europeans have racialised and reserved for
themselves and gave to their settler colonial extensions in North America
or Australia as a signifier of superiority. The historical origin of all such
racist designations come to full “scientific” blooming during the period Europeans call – without the slightest sense of irony – their “Enlightenment”.
Racism is the colour codification of the relation of power and abuse,
precisely as sexism is the gendered codification of the selfsame social
malaise. Racism is a byproduct of the colonial conquest of the world for
economic exploitations that needed a cultural alibi and ideological justification. If you think you are superior to other human beings because you
are “white”, or you come from a superior civilisation because you are
“white” then you are a racist – namely, you assume you come from a fictitious race that is superior to other races, whom you therefore feel entitled
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to abuse and exploit.
This is how the British ruled India, the French Algeria, the Belgians Congo,
etc. When Germans slaughtered tens of thousands of Africans in Namibia
between 1904 and 1908, that was predicated on their sense of racial superiority. When they brought that genocide home and perpetrated it on Jews a
couple of decades later, that was based on a sense of racial superiority. In
yet another interview, Toni Morrison was asked, if she would ever change
and write books that “incorporate white lives into them substantially”. She
looked at her interlocutor with a look of not contempt but pity. “You can’t understand how powerfully racist that question is,” she said, “because you could
never ask a white author when they are going to write about white people.”
Morrison is here turning the racist question thrown at her against itself.
The question is asked from the presumed epicentre of a position of power
so assured of itself that is unconscious of itself. Morrison unveils that centre, makes it conscious of itself, and exposes it for the sham that it is. Such
encounters abound in the ideas of Toni Morrison, James Baldwin, and others, where the ideological foregrounding of the very supposition of being
“white” is questioned and exposed. But it is in her novel A Marcy (2008)
that Morrison went back to a point in American history when there was no
American history, namely a time of fluidity in the continental social life before the racial codification of power surfaces in a manner that would be
sustained for the rest of American history.
Set in the late 17th century, A Marcy maps out the continental domain
where the Portuguese, the Spanish, the British, and all other Europeans had
come to overrun the natives and begin importing African slaves, before slavery and the coded colour “Black” had become intertwined. In the book, the
gathering destinies of Jacob Vaark, an Anglo-Dutch trader, his wife Rebekka,
slave girl Florens, Native American farm worker Lina, and a free African
blacksmith whom Florens loves, details a whole different America before
the rise of racism as the defining moment of American history.
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Space tourism

Space travel for the masses?
Don’t be ridiculous
Johnny Luk

Recently, the British billionaire entrepreneur, Sir Richard Branson, successfully
flew to outer space, trailblazing his brand, Virgin Galactic, to the edge of the
outer hemisphere. Later, his fellow billionaire, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, took
his own Blue Origin spacecraft for a spin to the outer limits, managing to get a
whole 10 miles (16km) higher than Sir Richard.
The journeys were heralded as marking a new era of “space tourism”, in
which untrained people could become astronauts, a title previously reserved
for highly trained professional scientists and pilots, to see the earth’s curvature
and enjoy a few minutes of weightlessness. Perfect for that viral Instagram
photo for one’s millions of followers.
But could the idea of space tourism really become anything more than just
an overpriced joyride for the rich? The idea of travelling into space has fascinated human beings for millennia. Humanity has looked to the stars as a tool
for navigation and as a source of spiritual fulfilment. Even now, research from
the US think-tank, the Pew Research Center, suggests 29 percent of Americans believe in horoscopes. In the 20th Century, as scientific discovery advanced, space travel became a symbol of political and ideological prestige,
with the superpowers of that era, the US and the former Soviet Union, battling
it out for space supremacy. Both sides poured billions of dollars into a series of
space programmes that created new rockets, satellites and most famously, led
to humans touching the surface of the moon. It also spun a range of inventions
that were commercialised for wider use, such as scratch-resistant lenses for
glasses, memory foam and LASIK eye surgery. These days, with the Cold War
long over, political pressure to push forward state-funded space programmes
has diminished, with governments even more reluctant to spend after the global
financial crisis crippled government budgets in 2007. Thus, a gap has emerged
for the private sector to step into.
For Branson, the venture was the culmination of a long-held dream to embark on space tourism, having first promised to build a spaceship in 2004, with
the hope of starting a commercial service by 2007. The programme faced years
of delays due to, unsurprisingly, having to battle huge technical challenges, including a fatal crash during a development flight in 2014. The current pandemic
has made it harder too, having forced Branson to sell $650m worth of Virgin
Galactic shares over the past two years to shore up his wider Virgin business
empire. Yet despite delays, Virgin Galactic succeeded in its quest and has
pushed space science forwards as a consequence. It developed a unique flight
path, with a “mothership” carrying the main vehicle, VSS Unity, up 15km in the
air before Unity was released and then activated its rockets to fly an additional
70km above the surface of the earth, to reach the edge of space. Unity then
re-entered earth’s atmosphere with rotating wings – a technology known as
feathering – to smoothly glide back down to earth without the need for a parachute. This meant no parts needed to be discarded, making it fully reusable,
with the plane landing at the same location at Spaceport America in New Mexico, US, making it hassle-free for space tourists to get on and off, just like on a
commercial flight.
Similarly, Bezos’s Blue Origin, which flew higher than its archrival Virgin
Galactic, also utilises advanced science with a fully automated two-part rocket
system, requiring no pilots at all. The launcher, which houses the rocket engine
and propellant, separates after launch, flying back by itself to return to the
launch pad, while the top part of the craft – the crew capsule – safely lands
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using parachutes. It is also equipped with a crew ejection system for added
safety if any part of the launch goes wrong. Thankfully, there was no need for
that on this occasion. Both companies, after years of research and development and sustaining losses, are now finally poised to make money, with a reported 8,000 individuals already reserving tickets for Virgin Galactic flights,
costing at least $250,000 each. Tickets to fly on Blue Origin are speculated to
be priced at similar levels. Some 7,600 people with a lot of spare cash had
registered for the auction of tickets for the flight, with the winner paying $28m,
suggesting there will be strong demand too, at least from the ultra-rich. Indeed,
analysts at the investment bank, Bank of America estimate the total value of
the space industry will balloon from $350b to as much as $2.7t by 2040.
However, before we get too excited, we must call this out for what it is. This
is an entertainment business for the super-rich, backed by a formidable PR
operation. Virgin Galactic and Blue Origin are suborbital space vehicles. They
do not yet fly high enough to orbit earth and are therefore in a wholly different
category to – say, NASA or SpaceX – founded by another very successful billionaire entrepreneur, Elon Musk – which has become NASA’s preferred launch
vehicle, able to resupply the International Space Station or deploy new satellites. Virgin Galactic has confirmed as much, recently replacing its first CEO,
the former NASA Chief of Staff George Whitesides, who led much of the research development phase of Virgin Galactic, with Michael Colglazier, who has
no space background and was previously head of Disneyland parks.
The new space tourist companies are marketing these joy rides as “bringing
space to the masses”. It is true that, before this, if you wanted to fly as a space
tourist, you had to broker with the Russians to pay for a seat on the Soviet-era
Soyuz class spacecraft for a cool $25m, as seven people did between 2001
and 2009. But ticket prices for Virgin Galactic and Blue Origin flights will still be
sky-high, which makes the claim absurd. There is no doubt that seeing the
earth’s curvature could be a life-changing experience but who are we really inspiring here? Emerging scientists or the children of the billionaire set? Meanwhile, despite these new crafts being relatively energy-efficient compared with
older space rockets, they still burn tonnes of fuel to go up and down through
the atmosphere – hardly in the spirit of tackling climate change.
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Politics

The US embargo on
Cuba has failed
Christopher Rhodes

For nearly 60 years, the United States has enforced an embargo against
Cuba, severely restricting the flow of goods to the island. Most US companies are forbidden from dealing with Cuba, and various US laws punish
foreign companies that do business in Cuba. The restrictions are meant
to economically squeeze the island and create enough discontent within
Cuba to force the ruling Communist Party to either significantly reform or
step down.
The Obama administration, with then-Vice President Biden’s support,
sought to rethink the policy and pursue re-engagement with Cuba. Barack
Obama relaxed sanctions, allowed direct flights between the two countries,
and eased restrictions on Americans doing business in Cuba. Donald
Trump reversed Obama’s strategy. He placed Cuba back on the US list of
state sponsors of international terrorism, cut off travel between Cuba and
the US, and barred Americans from sending remittances to their relatives
in Cuba, cutting off a major economic lifeline for many Cubans.
Joe Biden promised to move away from this Trump strategy of “maximum pressures” against Cuba, but has so far not altered any of the Trump
restrictions. The White House admitted earlier this year that “a Cuba policy
shift is not currently among President Biden’s top priorities.” However, the
protests that have been rocking Cuba – some of the largest since the Revolution – have forced the issue. Many Cuban American activists and Republicans are urging Biden to keep up or even increase pressure on Cuba,
and Democrats are divided on whether to maintain or ease the embargo.
The strongest reason to end the embargo against Cuba is the massive toll
that the policy continues to enact on the Cuban population. Both the Cuban
government and the United Nations have estimated that the embargo has
cost the Cuban economy $130 billion over six decades. It’s also worth noting that the US Chamber of Commerce estimates that the embargo costs
the US economy billions of dollars each year, as well. The human toll is
harder to quantify, but has clearly been significant. Human rights experts
at the UN have urged the US to ease sanctions during the COVID-19 pandemic, arguing that such a change will save lives by allowing Cuba greater
access to medical supplies and equipment.
Cuba-policy hardliners have implicitly accepted the human and economic
costs of the embargo as acceptable in order to achieve the goal of undermining the communist regime. They will point towards the unprecedented
level of protests currently going on in Cuba as evidence that the embargo is
working. It’s not. Yes, Cubans are angry at the economic hardships and pandemic suffering happening amongst their population. But as Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel uses repression and anti-US rhetoric to contain the
protests, there’s little indication that the regime is in immediate danger.
The communist regime has already survived the fall of its Soviet sponsor, the death of Fidel Castro, and the handover of power from his younger
brother Raul to Díaz-Canel, who is not a Castro and was born after the
Revolution took power. Sixty years of sanctions have only created hardships for the Cuban people while providing the regime with a convenient
scapegoat to blame for all of their country’s economic woes and societal
discontent.
Counterintuitively, ending the embargo and promoting ties between the
US and Cuba is the greatest weapon that America can deploy against the
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oppressive regime in Cuba. President Obama laid out the strategy when
he opened up travel between the two countries: “Nobody represents America’s values better than the American people,” Obama said in 2014, “and
I believe this contact will ultimately do more to empower the Cuban people.” Exposing Cubans to the freedoms and opportunities available to their
American relatives will increase outrage and pressure towards the Cuban
government for failing to provide these things. And removing the ability of
the Communist Party to blame the United States for its own failures will
lay bare the consequences of the Cuban government’s unwillingness to
shift away from Soviet-era economic policies and political repression.
Hardliners will argue that easing the embargo now will lessen the pressure on the Cuban government by lessening the societal desperation that
has fuelled these protests. And while economic crises can lead to collective
outrage, spontaneous protests against authoritarian regimes usually ends
in renewed repression rather than regime change. Many experts believe
that movements for social change are most effective when people and organisations gain the resources that are necessary for sustained political
and social activism. Loosening the economic vice grip on Cuba will help
to empower its citizens and civil society to stand up to their government.
The administration should be thoughtful about how it rethinks the embargo policy. It need not eliminate the policy all at once, nor should it relent
on pressuring Cuba when it comes to democracy or human rights. But
being thoughtful should not be an excuse for inaction. For example, rather
than dismissing the idea of renewing remittances to Cuba, Biden should
seriously explore ways to allow Americans to securely transfer money to
their Cuban relatives.
Relaxing the embargo will be a risky political move for the president.
Biden lost Florida in the 2020 election after underperforming among Latino
voters, and a radical change in policy towards Cuba could risk alienating
parts of the Cuban American population in the state. Republicans will no
doubt accuse the president of being soft on communism or caving in to
progressive demands. But if Biden truly wants to put principles, and effectiveness, ahead of politics, he should make a bold choice and end six
decades of US failure and Cuban suffering.

August 1-15, 2021

Your View
Pandemic education

Unplanned demolition
The unplanned demolition of Aladin Park in Karachi, which has been going on

When the first case of coronavirus was reported in China in

for over a month now, is playing havoc with the area residents. The pungent

2019, nobody had an inkling it would change the world; appar-

smell of gas leakage has become a matter of routine.

ently forever. While the pandemic has affected all sectors

The gravity of the situation could be gauged from the fact that recently one of

equally, it has caused a drastic impact on education systems

the spots at the site caught fire and the fire brigade had to be called to douse

that have been forced to move on to the digital platforms.

it. Initially, the area was a ‘no-go zone’ in the first phase of demolition, and the

Initially, when a surge in Covid cases was reported in Pakistan,

site was protected by a heavy contingent of police. But there is no protection at

the government suspended all business activities and imposed a

the moment and the site is the hub of activity of scavengers and those living in

lockdown in the country. Educational institutions were shut down

the nearby slums and localities. While the bulldozers are busy razing down

for an unspecified time, but later an online education system

various entities within the fenced territory, the scavengers, drug addicts,

was introduced in the country in line with what was happening

labourers and other needy persons have made their way in the vicinity by

around the world. Although online education was not a novel

knocking down a small piece of the fencing wall. There is a great danger of the

concept, it was relatively new at the school level, and it was

infringers getting electrocuted. They may also get caught by the fires that erupt

challenging because of the electricity and connectivity issues.

in the vicinity almost every other day. Looking at the magnitude of recent con-

Also, online education is not suitable for students of every age

flagration, I am concerned about the people living in the surrounding areas.

group. Students who are 4-10 years of age, for instance, need

Besides, the area is engulfed by thick dust due to the demolition. There are no

more supervision, concentration, time and individual attention to

security guards to monitor the activity. There are at least 200 rag-pickers at the

learn, which is difficult to provide in online classes.

site. Some of them use the abandoned swimming pool, some can be seen

Parents who are well-educated or have hired tutors for their chil-

making good with the iron rods, while others just stroll around.

dren manage to teach their young children properly, but those

The government should have taken pre-emptive measures before starting the

who are less educated or cannot afford a tutor, find it hard to

demolition. The residents of the area inhale the gas that emanates from burn-

adapt to the new system. Online education is expensive in the

ing plastic and dust that comes from the demolished structure. The whole

sense that one needs to have a smart-phone or laptop and a

process is causing breathing problems, itching in the eyes, and there is a pun-

speedy internet connection to attend a class, and not every par-

gent smell of burnt plastic in the air. I understand that the government had to

ent can afford such devices amid lingering economic problems.

demolish the structure on court orders, but the social cost of the demolition

Secondary students who were promoted to the next class with-

could have been reduced greatly had it been planned in a better way.

out the exams also missed the golden time of their life. Tertiary

Farhan Ahmed

education is also affected, but not like the primary and second-

Karachi

ary education, as some universities used to offer distance learning programmes before the pandemic, too. Since the university
students are grown-ups and do not need much supervision, like
primary students do, they are much better off in this regard.

Quaid’s birthplace

Online exams were another problem because of connectivity is-

This refers to the article “Where was Jinnah born?” The writer deserves a
pat on his back for having done a great job by compiling such an authentic report on the subject. I believe that through his arguments, duly supported by evidence which was made available for this purpose, he has
settled this controversy once and for all.
MashAllah Khan
Karachi

sues, especially in rural areas. Besides students, teachers also
faced difficulties because it is very hard to explain something to
a primary student online. Home tutors were expected to cover
the course on behalf of the schools. There is a huge contrast between pre-pandemic and mid-pandemic education and it has impacted students negatively. Students have become lazy and
show a non-serious attitude towards education. Many children
have easy access to mobile phones and that has led them to indulge in more unnecessary activities. Online education has ruined whatever we used to have in the name of education, but it

Harmful drugs

is the only way to continue educational activities as physical

The use of drugs is very harmful to human health. People who get addicted

classes are still a threat to human health. There is no denying

ruin their lives without realising the damage they are causing to themselves.

that contemporary education is the best way to impart learning.

Young addicts fail to focus on their studies and spend their time and money

One can only hope that the pandemic ends soon and students

on drugs. I advise the youth to stay away from this addiction.

can return to their educational institutions.
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A partial skeleton reveals the world’s
oldest known shark attack

Satellites show how a massive lake in
Antarctica vanished in days

Bruce Bower

Carolyn Gramling

Somewhere off southeastern Japan’s coast
around 3,000 years
ago, a shark attacked
and killed a man who
was likely fishing or
shellfish diving. Afterward, the victim’s fishing
comrades
presumably brought the body, minus its sheared off right leg and left
hand, back to land for burial.
A new analysis of that unfortunate man’s partial skeleton, excavated
around a century ago at a village cemetery near Japan’s Seto Inland
Sea, has unveiled that grisly scenario. This individual from Japan’s ancient Jōmon culture represents the oldest known human victim of a shark
attack, say archaeologist J. Alyssa White of the University of Oxford and
colleagues. Radiocarbon dating places his death from 3,391 to 3,031
years ago, the researchers report.
A roughly 1,000-year-old skeleton of a fisherman on Puerto Rico previously displayed the earliest signs of a shark encounter. White’s group
documented at least 790 gouges, punctures and other types of bite damage mainly confined to the Jōmon man’s arms, legs, pelvis and ribs. A
3-D model of these injuries indicates that the victim first lost his left hand
trying to fend off a shark. Ensuing bites severed major leg arteries, rapidly leading to death. After the man’s body was recovered, his mutilated
left leg probably detached and was placed on his chest when he was
buried, the researchers say.
Numerous shark teeth found at some Jōmon sites suggest that sharks
were hunted, perhaps by drawing them to blood while fishing at sea. “But
unprovoked shark attacks would have been incredibly rare as sharks do
not tend to target humans as prey,” White says.

On June 5, 2019, a massive, ice-covered lake sat
atop
East
Antarctica’s
Amery Ice Shelf. Within six
days, all 600 million to 750
million cubic meters of lake
water had vanished, leaving
a deep sinkhole filled with
fractured ice. “The amount of water that was in the lake was twice that
of San Diego Bay. We’re talking about a lot of water,” says Helen
Fricker, a glaciologist at Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La
Jolla, Calif. Now, using satellite data to reconstruct the event, scientists have solved the mystery of the disappearing lake. Most likely, the
weight of all that water fractured the ice shelf below. Channels in the
ice then formed, and the water drained away all at once, in a Niagara
Falls–like rush, glaciologist Roland Warner, Fricker and colleagues report. Before they knew about the lake, the scientists first spotted the
sinkhole. “It was serendipitous,” Fricker says. Warner, of the University
of Tasmania in Hobart, Australia, had been browsing satellite images
of Antarctica in January 2020 while tracking a path of smoke lofted
into the stratosphere by Australian wildfires. Warner saw an icy depression, called a doline, spanning 11 square kilometers and about 80
meters deep. Going through the archives, he, Fricker and their colleagues pinned down when the depression formed. Older satellite images revealed that a lake had been at that spot since at least 1973.
Using laser altimeter satellite data, the team gleaned estimates of surface elevation changes over time and from those estimated how much
water the lake once held. It’s unclear whether the lake’s disappearance
is linked to climate change. Icy lakes and dolines occur regularly on
this ice shelf, Fricker says. But this is the first time that scientists have
had evidence to piece together how such an event happens.
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Prescriptions for fruits and Vegetables a blossoming program
Kathleen Doheny
Chef Michel Nischan has won the prestigious James Beard Award four
times, written cookbooks, and launched a restaurant with the late actor Paul
Newman. But the motto on his website reveals what he's really about:
"Changing the world through food."
As co-founder and chairman of Wholesome Wave, a nonprofit founded in
2007 to solve not just food insecurity but nutritioninsecurity, he wants people
to have not just enough food, but the right foods. And that means foods that
will preserve health and delay or prevent a diagnosis of diabetes, high blood
pressure, obesity, and other chronic ailments. When grocery money is
scarce, experts know, produce is often replaced by cheaper, highly
processed, unhealthy choices. The solution, say Nischan and others, is to
make fruits and vegetables affordable and accessible to people with food
insecurity through produce prescription programs. His organization funds
the National Produce Prescription Collaborative and partners with organizations to offer the programs. Across the country, other coalitions and programs have formed at the state and local levels to do the same.
The premise is simple: A health care provider or a health insurance plan provides a ''prescription" for produce. Patients redeem it at a local farmer's market, grocery store, or a community-based sponsoring organization. The
programs have grown steadily, especially in the past 5 years, according to
a report published this year. Funding has increased but still isn’t enough, experts say. And there are still major gaps in being able to get to produce. The
need is great. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, food insecurity did decline somewhat, from 11.1% of households in 2018 to 10.5% in
2019. But that rises to 34.9% of households with incomes below the federal

poverty line. Single-parent, Black, and Hispanic households are more vulnerable than others. According to the CDC, just 1 in 10 U.S. adults get
enough fruits and vegetables daily. (Recommendations vary by age and sex,
but adult women need at least 1.5 cups of fruit and 2.5 cups of vegetables
daily; adult men, at least 2 cups of fruit and 3.5 cups of vegetables daily.)
The idea of boosting produce intake by writing it as a prescription seems
simple. Instead of waiting until a patient's blood sugar, blood pressure,
weight, or other health measure is so abnormal that medication is needed,
a doctor would refer the patient to a nutritionist and give them access to a
produce prescription program.

Money can buy Americans longer life: study
News desk
Money may not buy happiness but new research suggests it may at least
help Americans live longer.
"Our results suggest that building wealth is important for health at the individual level, even after accounting for where one starts out in life," said
Greg Miller, a faculty fellow at Northwestern University's Institute for Policy
Research, in Chicago. "So, from a public health perspective, policies that
support and protect individuals' ability to achieve financial security are
needed."
But far too many Americans are living paycheck to paycheck with little or
nothing to fall back on in times of need, added Miller, senior author of the
new study. For the study, Miller's team analyzed data from 5,400 adult participants in the Midlife in the United States project. The researchers compared the net worth of participants (average age, 47 years) in the
mid-1990s and their death rates 24 years later.
The takeaway: Those with greater wealth at midlife tended to live longer.
But the researchers wondered if other factors — perhaps familial — might
also be at play. When they focused on a subset of nearly 2,500 siblings
and twin pairs, they found a similar association, suggesting that the connection between wealth and longevity goes beyond genetics or shared
family experiences.
"The within-family association provides strong evidence that an association
between wealth accumulation and life expectancy exists, because comparing siblings within the same family to each other controls for all of the
life experience and biology that they share," corresponding author Eric
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Finegood, a postdoctoral fellow, said in a university news release.
The researchers also re-examined the data using only people without cancer
or heart disease. This was done to find out whether these health conditions
and their related costs could reduce a person's ability to gain wealth and
possibly skew any link between wealth and longevity. But even in this group
of healthy people, the familial link between wealth and longevity remained.
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Escape Room

The World to Come

Ben Travis

Ella Kemp

If it weren’t a sequel to
2019’s Escape Room,
which provided a horror
twist on the booming
trend
for
immersive
themed puzzle environments, you could give Escape Room: Tournament
of Champions some
bonus points for tapping into the zeitgeist: puzzles or not, the last thing
anyone wants right now is to be locked in a room with other people. As
it is, it’s flashy and diverting across its brief 88-minute runtime, but is ultimately a film about brainteasers with very little smarts of its own.
Newcomers needn’t feel worried – the film opens with a comprehensive
extended highlights reel of the previous instalment, which saw Zoey (Taylor
Russell) and Ben (Logan Miller) survive a series of death-infused escape
rooms set up by shadowy cabal Minos, where the super-rich bet on players
and watch the action as sport. If that sounds more than a little Hunger
Games, the comparisons continue into Tournament of Champions, which
pitches the pair back into the game, this time with the same ‘All Stars’ setup as The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. Hoping to capture video proof of
Minos’ twisted games and expose them to the world, the duo are soon
forced to fight for their lives again alongside a spirited but thinly drawn selection of other previous survivors: travel blogger Brianna (Pose’s Indya
Moore), nerve-damaged Rachel (Holland Roden), fallen priest Nathan
(Thomas Cocquerel), and tough guy Theo (Carlito Olivero).

Riders of Justice

Old

Ian Freer

Joshua Rothkopf

While we are waiting for Joel
Coen to finish The Tragedy of
Macbeth and reteam with Ethan,
Riders of Justice fills the Coen
brothers-shaped hole very nicely.
Filled with broken weirdos
whose world turns on a dime between deadpan humour and no-punches-pulled violence, Danish director
Anders Thomas Jensen’s film is underpinned by notions of probability and
predictability but builds a story that delights in twists, turns and originality.
It starts innocuously enough as a twee Christmas fairy tale as, to the
strains of ‘Little Drummer Boy’, a young girl, Mathilde, has her bike
stolen. The theft is the start of a number of tiny incidents — a car that
won’t start, a phone call with bad news, an act of chivalry — that culminate in a train crash killing 11 people. Among the dead is Emma, wife of
soldier Markus (Mads Mikkelsen), currently serving in the desert, and
mother of teenager Mathilde (Andrea Heick Gadeber, perfectly portraying the only voice of sanity in the madness). Markus returns home but is
too bottled up to help Mathilde, rejecting offers of much-needed therapy.
His pain turns to anger when probability expert Otto (Nikolaj Lie Kaas)
and geeky sidekicks Lennart (Lars Brygmann) and Emmenthaler (Nicolas Bro) turn up at his house with a personal connection to the crash and
a theory: the train wreck was engineered by a violent gang, the Riders
of Justice, in order to wipe out a key witness in a trial. Armed with this
information, Markus plots to mete out his own form of vengeance.
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The East Coast setting
is freezing but the embers of love burn
bright
in
Mona
Fastvold’s tender period romance. Keeping
the poetic beauty of
the original short story
by Jim Shepard, The
World To Come sees Katherine Waterston’s Abigail narrate the tale of
this snowglobe-like world in hushed tones, recalling how she came to
meet farmer’s wife Tallie (Vanessa Kirby) and finally understood what
tenderness and companionship felt like, as the two married women fell
fast and hard in love.
Where something like Portrait of a Lady on Fire thrived on the peace
found in eschewing men altogether, Norwegian filmmaker Fastvold finds
dramatic mileage by framing the affair in relation to the ever-present
husbands, with Affleck and Abbott’s gruff and domineering performances only amplifying the urgency of Abigail and Tallie’s affections. Yet
even unrelated to these men, Waterston and Kirby are marvellous: Tallie’s effusive body language — all toothy smiles and a seductive, tactile
closeness with the one she loves — is like the first ray of sunshine after
months of ruthless winter, and Abigail’s candid relief at finally letting
love in is spellbinding.
Unfortunately, this isn’t a permanent idyll. The strength of The World to
Come is as an intoxicating depiction of a true love that can never last.

Nobody expects another The
Sixth Sense from M. Night
Shyamalan — that kind of
poise generally comes only
once a career — but there’s a
cracked conviction to some of
his silliest misfires that can be
enjoyable in itself. (Killer
shrubs?) Old, the writer-director’s latest, is probably the most boring movie
he could make at this point: a perfectly fine, occasionally elegant, sometimes
spooky but rarely ridiculous beach mystery for anyone who hasn’t bingewatched Lost lately. You won’t mind it, nor will you think you’re in the hands
of a master, unless your idea of mastery is informed by certain supernatural
episodes of Fantasy Island. To that gorgeous beach (the Dominican Republic comes off better than most of the cast) a handful of vacationing families are shuttled, buttered up by their resort manager who promises a
“once-in-a-lifetime experience”. Shyamalan is still doing that thing where he
uses realistic adult problems to distract us from the fake stuff; this time it’s
divorce, as a loveless husband and wife (Gael García Bernal and Vicky
Krieps, neither fully persuasive) yell at each other behind closed doors.
There’s a poetry to this idea, but Shyamalan rarely engages with the emotional underpinnings. Marital difficulties have a way of fading, though, when
it’s discovered that everyone on the beach — including lazier creations like
a bratty trophy wife (Abbey Lee), an arrogant doctor (Rufus Sewell) and a
rapper (Aaron Pierre) — is ageing at the rate of several months an hour.
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Court Number One

Love Knot

Thomas Grant

Hina Shamsi

Thomas Grant offers detailed accounts of eleven cases at the Old Bailey's Court Number One, with
protagonists ranging from the diabolical to the pathetic. There is humour
but this is ultimately an affecting study
of how the law gets it right - and
wrong. Court Number One of the Old
Bailey is the most famous courtroom
in the world, and the venue of some of
the most sensational human dramas
ever to be played out in a criminal trial.
The principal criminal court of England, historically reserved for the more
serious and high-profile trials, Court
Number One opened its doors in 1907 after the building of the 'new' Old
Bailey. In the decades that followed it witnessed the trials of the most famous and infamous defendants of the twentieth century. It was here that
the likes of Madame Fahmy, Lord Haw Haw, John Christie, Ruth Ellis,
George Blake (and his unlikely jailbreakers, Michael Randle and Pat Pottle), Jeremy Thorpe and Ian Huntley were defined in history, alongside a
wide assortment of other traitors, lovers, politicians, psychopaths, spies,
con men and - of course - the innocent. Not only notorious for its murder
trials, Court Number One recorded the changing face of modern British
society, bearing witness to alternate attitudes to the death penalty, freedom of expression, insanity and the psychology of violence. Telling the
stories of twelve of the most scandalous and celebrated cases across a
radically shifting century, this book traces the evolving attitudes of Britain,
the decline of a society built on deference and discretion, the tensions
brought by a more permissive society and the rise of trial by mass media.
From the Sunday Times bestselling author of Jeremy Hutchinson's Case
Histories, Court Number One is a mesmerising window onto the thrills,
fears and foibles of the modern age.

Madam Ataturk: A biography
Ipek Calislar
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk is hailed as one of
the most charismatic political leaders of the
twentieth century, but little is known today
about his one and only wife, Latife Han m.
A multilingual intellectual educated at the
Sorbonne, Latife's marriage to Atatürk
raised her to the pinnacle of political power.
She played a central role in the creation of
a modern and secular Turkey and championed the emancipation of women, campaigning tirelessly for women's right to
vote. Throughout her marriage, she stood
beside her husband, acting as his interpreter and diplomatic aide. However, after only two years of marriage,
Atatürk divorced Latife, who spent the rest of her life in seclusion. An international bestseller, this intimate biography vividly brings to life the story
of an exceptional and courageous woman - well ahead of her time - who
lived through a remarkable period in Turkish history.
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Like most young girls, Aaira grew up with
dreams of a happily ever after with her
one and only Saafel was meant to be her
soul-mate. However, life didn’t pan out as
she had expected, throwing its most dark
and stark realities in her face. Left alone
and bitter, Aaira was certain she would
never love again.Then one day, destiny
took a turn; a handsome and mysterious
stranger entered her deserted and monotonous world. Was meeting this man part
of a divine plan? Little did she know that
romance was waiting for her on the streets
of a far off land, holding a cup of Çay and
some crispy Baklava. A modern-day romance from the author of the Quintessential Fat Girl.

1434
Gavin Menzies
In his bestselling book 1421: The Year
China Discovered the World, Gavin Menzies revealed that it was the Chinese that
discovered America, not Columbus. Now
he presents further astonishing evidence
that it was also Chinese advances in science, art, and technology that formed the
basis of the European Renaissance and
our modern world.
In his bestselling book 1421: The Year
China Discovered the World, Gavin Menzies presented controversial and compelling evidence that Chinese fleets beat
Columbus, Cook and Magellan to the New World. But his research has
led him to astonishing new discoveries that Chinese influence on Western
culture didn't stop there. Until now, scholars have considered that the Italian Renaissance - the basis of our modern Western world - came about
as a result of a re-examining the ideas of classical Greece and Rome.
However, a stunning reappraisal of history is about to be published. Gavin
Menzies makes the startling argument that a sophisticated Chinese delegation visited Italy in 1434, sparked the Renaissance, and forever changed
the course of Western civilization. After that date the authority of Aristotle
and Ptolemy was overturned and artistic conventions challenged, as was
Arabic astronomy and cartography. Florence and Venice of the 15th century attracted traders from across the world. Menzies presents astonishing
evidence that a large Chinese fleet, official ambassadors of the Emperor,
arrived in Tuscany in 1434 where they met with Pope Eugenius IV in Florence. A mass of information was offered by the Chinese delegation to the
Pope and his entourage - concerning world maps (which Menzies argues
were later given to Columbus), astronomy, mathematics, art, printing, architecture, steel manufacture, civil engineering, military machines, surveying, cartography, genetics, and more. It was this gift of knowledge that
sparked the inventiveness of the Renaissance - Da Vinci's inventions, the
Copernican revolution, Galileo, etc. Following 1434, Europeans embraced
Chinese intellectual ideas, discoveries, and inventions.
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