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Bracing for
more price
hikes

P

Shahid Hussain

rices have reached a record high in
Pakistan and people brace themselves for more hikes after the Russia-Ukraine crisis has deepened and
crude oil rates have jumped to over
$100 a barrel for the first time in eight years.
The inflation rate, which reached another peak
of 13pc in January, the highest in nearly two
years, is set to increase further. It will also put
pressure on the government which is already
nervous about its future after the opposition
has announced protest demonstrations and a
no-confidence move against it.
Fuel price hikes do not come alone; they
also increase rates of food and other necessities of life. It will also jack up the electricity
tariff, creating another wave of inflation across
the country. Prices in the country fluctuate
with a change in fuel prices, electricity tariff
and the rupee rate against the dollar. Prices
of petroleum products have already reached a
record high. On February 15, the government
increased prices of petroleum products by Rs10
to Rs12 per litre. As a result, prices of food,
essentials and consumer goods have increased
significantly. Flour prices have risen by Rs50
to Rs1,150/20kg bag. The Pakistan Flour Mills
Association said recent hikes in electricity tar-
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iffs, prices of petroleum products and packing
materials forced the millers to adjust flour rates
upward. Transport owners have also increased
their fares.
According to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), Sensitive Price Indicator (SPI)based weekly inflation increased by 0.22pc
while it surged by 18.09pc on a year-on-year
basis in the week which ended on February
17. However, weekly inflation for the lowest
income group decreased by 0.16pc, while it
went 19.40pc up on a year-on-year basis for the
group. For the groups with monthly incomes
of Rs17,733-22,888, weekly inflation slipped
0.26pc, while it surged 16.98pc on a YoY basis.
However, for other income groups, inflation
went up from 0.14pc to 0.45pc and increased
from 16.41pc to 18.43pc on a year-on-year basis.
In January, the inflation rate peaked to 13pc,
making it the highest in nearly two years.
The latest escalation in Russia-Ukraine
tension may also have serious repercussions
for Pakistan, its economy and people. It may
further push up fuel prices and trigger another
wave of inflation in the country. Pakistan’s
import bill may swell and its current account
deficit could widen further. It might also
weaken the Pakistani rupee against the dollar.
Prices of LNG and coal would also move
upwards. If Europe stops purchasing gas from
Russia and switches to LNG
to meet its energy needs,
it will inflate LNG rates,
which Pakistan has to import to meet its energy and
domestic needs. As Pakistan
generates electricity from
imported LNG, it would
further jack up electricity
rates. In recent years, Pakistan had to import wheat
from Ukraine, which would
be available at higher rates
after volatility in the region.
Last year, Pakistan imported
1.39 million ton wheat from
Ukraine.
The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
has already warned
Pakistan that inflation in

the country is expected to pick up this year
before gradually slowing down. It noted that
economic activities in Pakistan had rebounded
strongly from the first wave of the pandemic
but pressures also started to build, reflected
in a widening current account deficit and
rising inflationary pressures. Pakistan’s recent
economic and financial policy efforts, however,
were appropriate to safeguard macroeconomic
stability and debt sustainability, it added.
The IMF reminded Pakistan that continued
commitment to a market-determined exchange
rate and a prudent macroeconomic policy mix
will help reduce the current account deficit,
and ease external pressures over the medium
term. It also urged Pakistan to make extra
efforts to revitalise its economy, noting that
recent policy adjustments in Pakistan were
appropriate to address these challenges and
maintain economic stability. Further ambitious
efforts to remove structural impediments and
facilitate the structural transformation of the
economy will help unlock sustainable and
resilient growth. The IMF pointed out that
making those extra efforts would also foster
job creation and improve social outcomes for
the benefit of all Pakistani citizens.
Last month, the Ministry of Finance
painted a rosy picture of the country’s economy, estimating the average monthly growth
at around 5pc during the current fiscal year
despite inflationary pressures and consequent
tightening of policies. In its Monthly Economic Indicator (MEI) report, it noted that
demand for Pakistani exports was rising, but
warned, “We should not ignore impending
risks including the concerns of the policymakers about inflationary effects and the resulting
policy response.” However, it hoped inflation
might ease out in the coming months due to
the declining commodity prices in the global
market. In addition, relief may also come from
continuous government efforts to soften food
prices in the local markets by following appropriate fiscal and monetary policies. It hoped
the developments and policies might keep the
monthly price dynamics in check and soften
the current stress on the trade balance, easing
exchange rate pressure and subsequently stabilising inflation. “Strong domestic economic
dynamism requires imported energy, capital
goods and intermediate goods, necessary in the
production process. Further, a recent increase
in international commodity prices has inflated
the cost of the imported goods. However,
imports may settle at lower levels gradually in
the coming months,” it predicted.
However, its projections have largely
proved wrong as prices continue to increase
in Pakistan against all hopes and efforts. The
government adds to inflation by increasing fuel
prices every fortnight. A lack of coordination
between federal and provincial governments
also adds to the problem, which is compounded by the absence of local governments. n
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Pakistan’s Islamic finance industry making

rapid progress
I
Muhammad Asim Nisar

n the last few years, the Islamic finance
industry in Pakistan has grown rapidly – a fact which has earned increasing
recognition internationally. In 2021, Pakistan’s Islamic banks maintained their
impressive record of growth. They grew at an
annual rate of 30 percent, which has been the
highest ever growth of the industry since 2015,
with Islamic banking assets expected to reach
Rs5.5 trillion by the year-end 2021.
As per the Global Islamic Economic Indicator list, Pakistan has been ranked 8th with
the sustainable growth of Islamic institutions
in the financial sector and economy as a whole.
In 2021, the Islamic finance sector, in addition
to achieving high growth, introduced several
innovative instruments leading to a significant
increase in deposits and profits.
Among the major developments during
2021, it is notable that the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) has been voted as the best
central bank in promoting Islamic finance for
the fourth time by a poll conducted by Islamic
Finance News, Redmoney Group Malaysia.
The rapid strides taken by Pakistan’s
Islamic finance sector has been noted by many
international financial monitoring organisations, including the Islamic Financial Services
Board which is an international standard-setting body of regulatory and supervisory agencies that promotes the soundness and stability
of the Islamic financial services industry com-
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prising banking, capital market and insurance.
If we have a look at the record of the last
two decades, we find that from its inception
in the 2000s, Islamic banking in Pakistan
has had a continuous growth trajectory. As
of today, there are five full-fledged Islamic
banks in Pakistan, including Al Baraka Bank
Pakistan, Bank Islami Pakistan, Dubai Islamic
Bank Pakistan, MCB Islamic Bank and Meezan
Bank, and 17 conventional banks with exclusive Islamic banking branches in the country.
According to a report, Faysal Bank is in the
process of converting into an Islamic bank.
As of June 2021, Pakistan’s Islamic
banking assets and deposits constitute 17 per
cent and 18.7pc of total banking assets and deposits of the country, respectively. In 2021, the
State Bank of Pakistan issued its 3rd Strategic
Plan for Islamic banking. The targets include
achieving a 30 percent share in both assets and
deposits of overall banking by 2025.
To improve the liquidity management
framework of the Islamic banking industry
and recognise the importance of the Islamic
banking sector in enhancing the effectiveness
of monetary policy implementation, the State
Bank of Pakistan has introduced Shariah
Compliant Standing Ceiling Facility and
Open Market Operations for Islamic Banking
Institutions. The measure is designed to result
in a significant increase in liquid investments
of Islamic banks, along with creating a whole
new Islamic money market segment for the
industry.

Looking at the capital markets, we find
that the size of the Islamic capital market in
Pakistan is growing rapidly, and with this plan
the growth prospects have become brighter.
In this context, the Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) bagged the Best Islamic Stock Exchange Award 2021 by Global Islamic Finance
Awards. The PSX has total listed capital of
Shariah-compliant companies of Rs770 billion,
making up 53 percent of the total listed capital
(including modarabas, Islamic banks, Islamic
mutual funds and electronic funds transfer).
With the issuance of fresh Ijarah Sukuks
of around Rs736b ($4.13b approximately)
during the year, 5 percent of the government’s
domestic debt constitutes Islamic financing as compared to 3 percent last year. The
government is looking to issue Sukuks under
an asset-light structure as part of its target
to increase the shares of Shariah-compliant
instruments in government securities to 10
percent by the end of 2022-23.
It is relevant to add here that the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
gave its approval for the registration of the
country’s first-ever Islamic developmental Real
Estate Investment Trust scheme -- Silk Islamic
Development REIT by Arif Habib Dolmen
REIT Management -- which has successfully
partnered with leading business groups (Yunus
Brothers Group, Fatima Group, Arif Habib
Corp, Liberty Group and Arif Habib Dolmen)
for the project. The Shariah-compliant REIT
scheme will promote investment in undeveloped land in Karachi, aiming to uplift the area
and develop real estate, including construction
and sale of apartments and commercial units
for generating incomes for shareholders.
An important development during the
year was that Pakistan’s leading Islamic bank,
Meezan Bank, collaborated with the National
Clearing Company of Pakistan Limited (NCCPL) to develop new Shariah-compliant products for the country’s capital market. Through
this collaboration, NCCPL and Meezan Bank
introduced the Murabaha Share Financing System, which will help extend Shariah-compliant
stock financing facilities to stockbrokers and
their customers.
Needless to say, the heartening progress
made by the Islamic finance sector is a good
omen for the national economy. Since there is a
growing tendency among the people to invest
in Shariah-compliant banking products, the
Islamic finance industry has a bright future in
Pakistan. n
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Youth – A neglected asset

T

Nasim Ahmed

he problems and needs of Pakistan’s burgeoning young population have not yet received the
attention they deserve. We have
one of the largest youth populations in the world. Currently, 64 percent of
the nation is younger than 30 and 29 percent
of Pakistanis are between 15 and 29. Pakistan
now has more young people than it has ever
had, and this is projected to increase rapidly in
the coming years.
Over the years, Pakistan has grossly
neglected its most precious asset. While the
global trend has seen an upswing in the Youth
Development Index, Pakistan has moved from
the middle to low category in a span of only
five years from 2010 to 2015.
According to an estimate, about 30
percent of young people are illiterate, while of
the four million youth who enter the workforce each year, hardly 40 percent find jobs.
According to a UNDP report, about half of our
country’s youth is not receiving any kind of
education or training, and an overwhelming
proportion lacks a regular source of income.
The situation is fraught with unforeseen
consequences. If the young people are not
meaningfully engaged, growing frustration and
disaffection will drive them to extremism and
other destructive channels.
There is an urgent need for a comprehensive plan to educate, train and engage our
young people. To this end, the PTI government
has taken a number of initiatives, including the
National Vocational and Technical Training
Commission’s “National Skills for All” strategy,
and the Kamyab Jawan Programme which
offers jobs portals and business loans. Punjab’s
Parwaaz programme partners with the private
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sector to upskill youth. That the government is
seriously concerned on this account is shown
by the reference to youths In the National
Security Policy which notes that a “dedicated focus on youths is essential for our future
progress”.
The youth have the potential to transform a country. Properly educated and trained,
they can act as the drivers of future development. On the flip side, their disillusionment
could lead to social chaos and unrest.
In 2017, Pakistan’s National Human
Development Report interviewed about 13,000
young people across Pakistan to gather information for transforming the youth bulge into
a demographic dividend. The voices of youths
were sampled in various ways, ranging from
mainstream social media websites to more innovative approaches such as art competitions,
video messages, radio shows, the Razakaar
programme, the Your Idea Counts campaign,
and the #Khwab Pakistan (Dream Pakistan)
campaign involving young leaders. In addition,
data from national surveys and new data from
a National Youth Perceptions Survey was used
to compile a sub-national Human Development
Index, Youth Development Index, and a Youth
Gender Inequality Index.
The research threw up some very interesting findings: 29 out of 100 young people
were illiterate and only 6 percent had more
than 12 years of education. Regarding employment, 39 of 100 youth were employed, 57 of
100 youths were neither working nor seeking
jobs. Only 4 percent were unemployed and
looking for work. Regarding social engagement
and connectivity, only 15 percent of youths
had access to the Internet, 52 percent owned
a cell phone, 94 percent did not have access
to a library, and 93 percent lacked access to a
sports facility.

There is a serious mismatch between employment market demands and our education
system. Our economy is transiting from agriculture to services, while in the manufacturing
sector we are not technologically competitive.
Investing in the development of this
burgeoning segment of Pakistan’s population
will mean exploiting its enormous potential
to achieve sustainable economic growth. But
the problem is that we lack concrete, longterm youth-oriented development policies and
the requisite implementation machinery. The
absence of customized training and entrepreneurial programmes makes matters worse.
If we want to convert the challenge of
our youth bulge into an opportunity we need
to put the national focus on the two most
important components of change – education
and employment. It is an unfortunate fact that
in the field of education Pakistan is behind
other nations. We need to concentrate all our
energies on overcoming this lag. The many
challenges to education include barriers for
girls’ education, high drop-out rates, low levels
of public investment, and an insufficient number of schools. All these challenges have to be
met head-on for a meaningful change.
Almost 4 million young people enter the
working age group every year. If the current
labour force participation rate and unemployment levels remain constant, 0.9 million new
jobs will be needed every year over the next
five years. If we aim to improve labor force
participation rates, an additional 1.3 million
jobs must be created each year for the next five
years.
Youth unemployment is a national crisis.
There is a sense of general hopelessness and
despondency among the youth about their future. The sooner the government addresses this
problem, the better for the future of Pakistan. n
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Preparing for food
sector shocks

R

Muhammad Ali

ising prices of food have badly
impacted the people of Pakistan.
The country had to import wheat
and sugar in recent years to check
their skyrocketing prices. Besides
food shortages and their high prices, wholesome food has also gone out of the reach of the
majority of Pakistanis.
Pakistan’s economy largely depends on
agriculture but it is a pity that it has been a
net importer of food for many decades despite
being amongst the world’s top ten producers
of wheat, cotton, sugarcane, mango, dates and
oranges, and is ranked 10th in rice production.
Major crops (wheat, rice, cotton and sugarcane) contribute around 4.9pc, while minor
crops contribute 2.1pc to the country’s total
GDP. Livestock sector contributes 11pc to
the country’s GDP (60.5pc in the agriculture
sector) and employs approximately 35 million
people.
Despite its impressive and continuously
growing agricultural production, the country
is still facing high levels of food insecurity. According to a global report published jointly by
FAO, WFP, UNICEF, WHO and IFAD in 2019,
20.3pc of Pakistan’s population (40 million
people) is undernourished/food insecure. The
prevalence of malnutrition amongst children
aged 6-59 months is also very high, with an
estimated 40pc children stunted, 28pc underweight, 18pc wasted and 10pc overweight.
Pakistan has been facing wheat and
sugar shortages for years now while prices
of other food items and vegetables have also
reached abnormally high. On the other hand,
the United Nations has warned that the world
must prepare for further shocks to the food
sector. Compared to other economic sectors,
agriculture is particularly exposed to dangers
such as climate change, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in a report.
The food system must therefore become more
resilient from a biological and socio-economic
perspective in order to ensure that millions of
people can continue to be fed. An estimated
3 billion people cannot afford a healthy diet
today, the FAO authors added. A billion more
could be added if a shock to the economic
system reduced their income by a third.
In the event of disruptions to the food
system, such as extreme weather events or
animal and plant diseases, there is also the
threat of rising prices. Developing and emergOPINION

ing countries are particularly at risk. “The
pandemic highlighted both the resilience and
the weakness of our agrifood systems,” said
FAO director general Qu Dongyu. Even before
Covid-19, the UN agency felt the world was
not on track to meet its pledge to end hunger
and malnutrition by 2030.
The experts recommended that countries
expand the network of their food systems so
that they can better compensate for setbacks. They should also support small and
medium-sized enterprises in the food chain.
According to the data, 11 billion tons of food is
produced annually in the global food system,
that is in the production, storage, processing,
transport, distribution and consumption of
food. According to the FAO, billions of people
are directly or indirectly employed in the
sector.
Meanwhile, the Global Nutrition Report
(GNR), a yearly survey and analysis of the
latest data on nutrition and related health issues, said nearly half of the world’s population
suffers from poor nutrition linked to too much
or not enough food with wide-ranging impacts
on health and the planet. The report found that
48pc of people currently eat either too little or
too much, resulting in them being overweight,
obese or underweight. At current rates, the
report finds, the world will fail to meet eight
out of nine nutrition targets set by the World
Health Organization for 2025. These include
reducing child wasting (when children are too
thin for their height) and child stunting (when
they are too short for their age), and also adult
obesity. The report estimates nearly 150 million
children under five years old are stunted, more
than 45 million are wasted and nearly 40
million are overweight. It also finds more than

40pc of adults (2.2 billion people) are now
overweight or obese. “Avoidable deaths due to
poor diets have grown by 15pc since 2010 and
poor diets are now responsible for a quarter of
all adult deaths,” it noted.
The findings show that diets have not
improved over the last ten years and are now
a major threat to people’s health and to the
planet. It finds people are failing to consume
enough health-promoting foods like fruits
and vegetables, particularly in lower-income
countries. Higher-income countries had the
highest intake of foods with harmful health
impacts like red meat, dairy and sugary drinks.
Consumption of harmful foods is on the rise,
the report found, with red and processed meat
already at almost five times the maximum
recommendation of one serving a week. The
report notes that current global nutrition targets do not mention diet, with the exception of
limiting sodium, and recommends new, more
holistic targets. In line with other estimates,
the GNR calculated global food demand generated some 35pc of greenhouse gas emissions
in 2018. The report called for urgent funding to
improve nutrition across the globe, particularly
as Covid-19 pushed an estimated additional
155 million people into extreme poverty. The
GNR estimates the nutrition spending will
need to increase by nearly $4 billion annually
until 2030 to meet stunting, wasting, maternal
anaemia and breastfeeding targets alone.
Undoubtedly, rising prices of food
are the biggest challenge for the people and
government of Pakistan. The country cannot
afford food imports for long. It has to upgrade
its agriculture sector to meet the growing
needs of its people and save them from possible
supply chain disruptions. n
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Assessing PTI’s
governance quality

A

Raza Khan

s the opposition parties are trying
to dislodge the government of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
by bringing in a no-confidence
motion against Prime Minister
Imran Khan in the National Assembly despite
rifts in their ranks, the quality of governance
of the federal government leaves a lot to be
desired. The biggest problem today in Pakistan
is not a change of the government but how to
improve the quality of governance.
Insofar as the performance of the PTI
government in the last three and a half years
is concerned, it has been nearly pathetic. PM
Imran Khan and his cabinet members seem to
be in self-deception that apart from inflation
the quality of governance, if not excellent, has
at least been “good.” If they are not in self-deception they are feigning that the governance
is quite good. In either case, Pakistan and
Pakistanis are bearing the brunt. The rate
of inflation in the country at this point has
reached not only double figures but is touching
14 percent which is something unprecedented.
When the PTI government came to power on
August 18, 2018, the rate of inflation after the
five-year rule of the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) war around four percent,
well under the double-digit benchmark. It
does not mean that the management of the
economy by the PML-N government was great,
rather it was equally pathetic. However, the
strategy which the PML-N government had
adopted, particularly by its disgraced financial
wizard, Ishaq Dar, was to artificially control
the prices of essential commodities, whether
staple food items or petroleum products. It
obviously led to the accumulation of mammoth public debt, both domestic and foreign.
However, it was up to the PTI government
to manage the situation. PM Imran Khan had
come to power with great confidence that
he would be able to put the economy on the
right track. But with no prior experience of
governance himself or by most of his cabinet
members, the self-confidence soon shattered.
Worst came when he continued to experiment with policies and reshuffled ministers of
key departments frequently, in particular the
finance minister.
In the beginning, the finance ministry
was handed over to what PM Imran Khan believed to be his financial and economic wizard,
8

Asad Umar. However, he was not allowed to
serve in the position for long. Then former
World Bank official and finance minister, Dr.
Hafeez Sheikh, was handed over the finance
ministry. He was lavishly praised by the Prime
Minister but when powerful quarters became
unhappy with his performance, accusing him
of giving in to “tough” demands of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), PM Imran
Khan wasted no time in replacing him. The
next came in Shaukat Tareen, the time-tested
finance minister of Pakistan. There have been
several months that Tareen is there but he
could not arrest the downfall of the economy,
official claims notwithstanding.
When one has to assess the quality
of governance by a particular governmental setup in place for three areas, according
to experts, political governance, economic
governance and administrative governance are
examined. While economic governance has already been discussed, the record of PTI governance in other two key areas of governance has
not been satisfactory. In the arena of political
governance, the PTI government has not been
able to introduce any revolutionary lawmaking
or bring key amendments to the Constitution,
like the 18th Constitutional Amendment,
through which the Concurrent Legislative List
of the Constitution had been abolished and
devolved to the federating units. Such amendments or publicly beneficial legislation could
only be made if a government has an absolute
majority in both chambers of parliament or if

its relationship with the opposition parties
is good or at least workable. The PTI government’s ties with the opposition parties have
never been good. This has been because of the
entire focus of PM Imran Khan on punishing
the opposition parties and politicians for
their alleged corruption. While the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) has been unsuccessfully working to punish the past rulers, the
PTI government could do nothing to help it in
this regard. Despite it, the entire focus of the
federal government on punishing the Sharifs
and Bhutto-Zardaris has been meaningless.
This focus has been sapping the energies of the
government and its machinery to work for the
benefit of the common Pakistanis. Consequently, the financial and social situation of
the citizens has become worse.
In the realm of political governance, the
PTI as a major coalition partner could not even
keep good relations with its allies. Resultantly, all its coalition partners, including the
Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid (PML-Q),
Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA), Muttahida
Qaumi Movement and Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP), have become estranged with it
to varying degrees. This has really affected the
performance of the government.
The worst part of the political governance of the PTI has been that it in addition to
its failure in keeping working relations with
the opposition and good ties with the coalition
partners, it even could not keep discipline
within its own ranks. The obvious example is
the biggest benefactor of PM Imran Khan and
POLITICS

once his close aide, Jehangir Khan Tareer. The
former confidante of PM Imran Khan, Tareen,
leads a group in the PTI, whose members have
disapproved of the policies and modus operandi of the federal government and its government in the Punjab. Consequently, the Tareen
group has gathered steam in the last one year
and now the fate of the PTI government is in
the hands of Tareen, whose treatment by PM
Imran Khan’s government, especially his implication in the sugar scam, has given an impression that the Prime Minister betrays everyone.
On his part, PM Imran Khan has been of the
stand that whosoever has been involved in
financial corruption, even his closest men and
women, would not be spared. However, the
problem has been that his government could
not punish the wrongdoers then what good
this stand has been for is anybody’s guess.

In the context of administrative governance, what has appeared is that civilian
bureaucrats have been calling the shots. This
dominance of the civilian bureaucracy in the
government affairs, despite being meant to
implement public policies, has been because
of the incompetence and inexperience of the
ministers and the resultant confusion. It is said
that PM Imran Khan trusts his Principal Secretary Azam Khan more than his party leaders
or ministers. A proof of this is that while
several ministers were removed from their
departments or given other portfolios, Azam
Khan has remained there without any worthy
performance. This again transpires that the
governance apparatus of the PTI has been
dependent on the civilian bureaucracy rather
than a political support base.
With this kind of governance, the PTI

cannot expect to win another term, claims
by PM Imran Khan and his ministers to the
contrary notwithstanding. In fact, no future
government, whether that of the PML-N, PPP
or any combination of other parties, would be
able to clean the Augean stables and put the
country on the right track. Having a cursory
look at the above mentioned factors and an
analysis would reveal that there has been
incompetence, inexperience and misplace
focus by the PTI government but there is also
a problem with the political system. Rather,
the first is because of the inappropriateness
of the political system. With such systemic
constraints in which a government with a lean
majority and which is dependent upon always
demanding coalition partners cannot deliver.
The problems of Pakistan are such that it
needs to change its political system. n

Can Pakistan break its
boom and bust cycle?

P

Husnain Shahid

akistan has faced booms and busts
every three to four years and failed
to achieve its true potential. Its current account deficit starts widening
when its economic growth accelerates. However, there is a strong possibility
that the country will break the cycle and attain
sustained growth as a result of recent economic reforms.
Recently, the government has finalised
a three-year economic growth strategy, which
focuses on trade with China and other sectors
to achieve an average growth rate of 5.9pc and
per capita income of over $2,100 by 2025. The
plan, to be implemented from the beginning
of 2023, the last year of Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s term, seeks to achieve sustainable
growth by focusing on economic relations
with China and the sectors with a competitive
advantage.
Pakistan’s textile exports have touched
a historic high of $11b during the last seven
months of the current fiscal year, up by 25%
YoY, data released by the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS) shows. In January, textile
exports remained above the $1.5b level as it
was $1.55b, up by 17% YoY. The year-on-year
increase in the exports is due to the strong
pent-up demand ahead of the summer season
in the West while other factors include reECONOMICS

sumption of normal economic activities which
led to shortages at various retail brands, competitive utility and borrowing rates, as well as
continued US-China trade rift, have favoured
Pakistan, a report by Intermarket Securities
(IMS) said.
Pakistan IT exports are also expected to reach $50b in the next few years after
the government has announced a number of
incentives. In a span of two years, Pakistan’s IT
exports have jumped from $2 billion to $3.75
billion. The exports increased by 36% during
the current fiscal year.
The latest data shows Pakistan has
embarked on the road to sustained growth

after decades of failure to reform its economy,
though external and internal pressures still
exist. According to a new report by the Asian
Development Bank, Pakistan has the potential of becoming a hub of economic activity
for Central, South and West Asian countries
if it follows the model of economic corridor
development (ECD). The ADB study, titled
"Economic Corridor Development in Pakistan: Concept, Framework, and Case Studies", examined how Pakistan could address
economic challenges through ECD. “Through
market reforms, Pakistan needs to transform
its economy into an export-led growth trajectory. In addition to improving the economy’s
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competitiveness and productivity with a
vibrant private sector, it is critical to attracting
domestic and foreign investments to support
this transformation," it suggests.
The report observed that Pakistan had
already adopted and implemented an ECD-focused strategy as part of its core development
and growth framework. "ECD can be one of
the most credible ways to help the government
achieve its socio-economic objectives of reaching the upper-middle-income status by 2025.”
However, it cautioned that private sector
development and a fair and efficient tax system
were also required for transforming the economy to export-led growth. Defining ECD, the
study said that it aimed to promote economic
growth by connecting different economic
agents along defined geographic areas.
The study pointed out that Pakistan
currently lacked the administrative machinery
for effectively managing ECD. "Its complex tax
administration and compliance requirements
impede growth and expansion of private
investment, project management and implementation are weak, and a coherent regulatory
framework for land use and urban development is lacking," it noted. When implemented
successfully, ECD supports economies of scale
and scope and induces economic transformation and diversification through foreign direct
investment. By enhancing domestic connectivity and linking lagging regions, including
secondary cities with urban growth centres,
ECD can help Pakistan become a hub of economic activity for Central, South, and West
Asian countries. Pakistan could "revitalise" its
economic growth through facilitating economic centres by bolstering them with an efficient
transport network based on "robust infrastructure and supported by a business-enabling
policy framework".
The study proposed several recommendations which could enable Pakistan to tackle
the challenges, including empowering a central
corridor planning and development agency to
oversee the overall development and management of ECD, strengthening an overall policy
framework for ECD, including streamlining
policies for transport, logistics, public-private
partnerships, land use, zoning regulations,
business regulatory framework and taxation
regimes, providing institutional support for
skills development to align labour force skills
with industry needs. It also suggests linking
current industrial clusters and urban areas
with new industrial hubs and urban centres through infrastructure networks, and
seeks ways to channel partial resources from
overseas Pakistanis into profitable investment
ventures to fund ECD-related projects. The
study also identified four routes that could be
used for a pilot ECD programme: M4 Motorway linking Faisalabad and Multan, N70
(national highway) connecting Multan and
Killa Saifullah, N50 (national highway) linking
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Dera Ismail Khan and Kachlak, and the Hazara
Motorway (E35 Expressway) from Islamabad
to Mansehra.
According to the International Monetary
Fund, Pakistan had entered the Covid-19 pandemic with strengthened buffers and “a strong
economic recovery has gained hold since
summer 2020, benefiting from the authorities’
multifaceted policy response to the unprecedented shock. But external pressures started to
emerge in 2021, including a widening current
account deficit and depreciation pressures
on the exchange rate which also reinforced
domestic price pressures.” It warned that Pakistan remains vulnerable to possible flare-ups
of the pandemic, tighter international financial
conditions, a rise in geopolitical tensions, as
well as delayed implementation of structural
reforms. It reminded Pakistan that strengthening the medium-term outlook “hinges on ambitious efforts to remove structural impediments

and facilitate the structural transformation of
the economy”. To this end, the IMF suggested
increased focus on measures to strengthen
economic productivity, investment, and private
sector development, as well as on the challenges posed by climate change. “Further ambitious
efforts to remove structural impediments and
facilitate the structural transformation of the
economy will help unlock sustainable and
resilient growth. Making those extra efforts
would also foster job creation and improve
social outcomes for the benefit of all Pakistani
citizens,” it noted
The government is set to announce
more incentives for exporters to new markets
such as Africa, South America, and Central
Asia. Pakistan can overcome its economic
problems and solve public issues by enhancing exports and improving tax collection.
It will not only help create jobs but also lift
people out of poverty. n

Lessons
from China
for Pakistan’s
farm sector

T

Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

he Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) ranks China first in the world
in terms of production of cereals, cotton, fruit, vegetables, meat, poultry, eggs
and fishery products. Pakistan is also among the world’s top ten producers of
wheat, cotton, sugarcane, mangoes, dates and oranges, and is ranked 10th in
crop production. Some rankings put the country at seventh place at the crop
production index. Thanks to great importance attached to opening agriculture to the
outside world, China has increasingly closer links with other countries in the field. However, Pakistan, despite having friendship “higher than Himalayas and deeper than oceans”
with it, has failed to learn from it the art to get more yield from the fields.
Lately, there has been more talk of getting help from China to improve the agriculture sector under the framework of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Prime Minister Imran Khan told China’s Xinhua news agency in May 2021 that the Pakistani government was collaborating with China in learning agricultural techniques to
enhance the yield of crops, modernisation of the irrigation system and value addition. The
two neighbours have also launched an online platform to collect and display information
and achievements of agricultural and industrial cooperation between them.
The Pakistan Bureau of Statistics show that the agricultural sector contributes about
24% to the country’s gross domestic product (GDP), accounts for a half of the employed
labour force and is the largest source of foreign exchange earnings. It definitely needs to
change agricultural techniques to get more yields with the changing times. But, it is a pity,
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it is getting far less crop production compared
with other agrarian countries of the world.
A report released by the Pakistan
Business Council - a business policy advocacy
group, said that the country was considered
among nations which were getting the lowest
yield of various crops in the world. Pakistan’s
agricultural productivity ranges between
29% and 52%, far lower than the world’s best
averages for major commodities, the report
says. Pakistan produces 3.1 tons of wheat
from one hectare, which is just 38% of the 8.1
tons produced in France - the world’s best
productivity. Also, Pakistan produces 2.5 tons
of cotton per hectare, which is 52% of the 4.8
tons produced in China.
The report revealed that sugarcane yield
stands at 63.4 tons per hectare in Pakistan,
which is 51% of the 125.1 tons Egypt produces
from every hectare, while maize productivity
is estimated at 4.6 tons per hectare, 41% of
the 11.1 tons that France is producing. In the
case of rice, Pakistan produces 2.7 tons from
every hectare, which is merely 29% of the 9.2
tons per hectare in the US. Also, 50% of the
agricultural products are wasted in Pakistan
due to unavailability of a sufficient cold chain,
logistics and processing facilities. The absence
of efficient, new seed varieties, intermittent
water supply and unenthusiastic marketing are
killing our agriculture, believe agriculturists.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has been
showing special interest in establishing the
farm sector on modern lines with the help of
China. He believes that China leads the world
in agriculture mechanization and Pakistan can
AGRICULTURE

take advantage and learn from it and boost its
agriculture sector. He says that collaboration
with the Chinese Academy of Agriculture
Sciences could be a game-changer for Pakistan. Pakistan needs to exchange expertise on
mechanization, new variety development and
germplasm, he said.
A meeting, chaired by Prime Minister
Imran Khan, was informed last month that
Zhengbang Agriculture Pakistan (Pvt.) Limited
had planned an investment of Rs700 million to
establish an agrichemical plant in the Allama
Iqbal Special Economic Zone (SEZ), Faisalabad.
With an area of 10.93 acres, the plant would
be put into operation by June 2022 to produce
800,000 tons per year. Other projects in the
process of establishment include large-scale
vegetable and grain processing plants in Asadabad, Islamabad, Lahore and Gwadar; and a
meat processing plant in Sukkur with an annual
output of 200,000 tons and two milk processing
plants to produce 200,000 tons a year.
The meeting was informed that China
has been assisting Pakistan to improve the
production of cash crops by imparting valuable
knowledge and technology transfer. The country has also provided Pakistan with unprecedented support during the worst locust attack
last year by sending experts, equipment and
chemicals, saving the country from the threat
of food shortages.
Syed Fakhar Imam, federal Minister for
National Food Security and Research, told
Cutting Edge that tropical agriculture was
developed in China, and Pakistan could learn
from it in order to promote and develop trop-

ical farming in the country. He believes that
there is huge potential for bilateral cooperation
in production, processing and value addition of
tropical fruits and crops, like banana, palm oil,
king grass, etc.
The minister says that Pakistan’s crop
productivity can be enhanced significantly by
improving the availability of quality agriculture inputs like seed, fertilizer, pesticide, herbicide, water and their efficient, judicious and
balanced use. Improvement in farmers’ access
(timely and doorstep availability at reasonable
price and subsidy) to these inputs and services
through improved agriculture credit would
improve land productivity tremendously, he
hopes.
Syed Fakhar Imam says that waterlogged
and salinised lands offer great potential for
agricultural production if they are reclaimed
by providing drainage infrastructure and
using chemical and biological amendments.
These lands are being paid urgent attention
for drainage and reclamation on a priority
basis for productive and sustained agricultural
productivity.
China’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian informed a press briefing recently that as the CPEC had entered its second
phase, more Chinese agricultural technologies
would follow suit and head toward Pakistan.
China-Pakistan cooperation in cultivating rice,
corn, soybean, sugarcane and other crops has
yielded fruitful results and will play an important role in promoting the development of our
bilateral relations and deepening friendship
between our peoples, he added. n
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Another case
of mob lynching

T

Faheem Amir

he PTI government has utterly failed to protect the lives of
people by establishing the rule
of law in the country. Intolerant
and religiously extremist people
are killing their fellow men in the presence of
police without any fear and regret. Mob lynching has become a routine matter in Pakistan
which is very unfortunate and dangerous for
the country.
Another case of mob lynching occurred
last month in Khanewal in the presence of
police, which showed a complete breakdown
of law and order and the failure of the justice
system.
According to reports, hundreds of
people gathered in Jungle Dera village after
Maghrib prayers, following announcements
that a man had desecrated the Holy Quran.
The mob got hold of Mushtaq Rajput, son
of Bashir Ahmed of Chak 12, Khanewal, and
started beating him. The police reached the
spot and arrested Mushtaq, but the mob
snatched him again and beat him up before
stoning him to death after tying him to a tree.
The victim had been mentally unsound
for a long time. According to his brother,
Mushatq had been under treatment for years.
Prime Minister Imran Khan said: “We
have zero tolerance for anyone taking the law
into their own hands and mob lynching will
be dealt with full severity of the law. I have
asked the Punjab IG for a report on action
taken against the perpetrators of the lynching
in Mian Channu and against the police who
failed in their duty.”
Reacting to the incident, PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said: “Events like
the Mian Channu tragedy after the Sialkot
incident are a moment of reflection for us and
the government should conduct a transparent investigation into the tragedy and those
responsible should be punished. The mob
killings are a question mark on the government’s writ”.
“Incidents like the Sialkot tragedy and
Mian Channu lynching are an outcome of the
educational system enforced in the country
for decades,” Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry said, adding that the matter was both about the implementation of law and deterioration of society.
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The minister warned of major destruction if
“reforms are not made at school, police station
and pulpit level.”
Federal Minister for Human Rights
Shireen Mazari said: “The mob lynching of a
man in Mian Channu is condemnable and cannot be allowed to go unpunished. The Punjab
government must immediately take action
against the police that watched it happen and
the perpetrators. Laws exist - the police must
enforce these laws and not allow mobs to rule
the day”.
In a statement, the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) said: “The
state has consistently pandered to political
and religious groups that have never had any
qualms about encouraging religious fanaticism. The HRCP notes with grave concern a
seeming uptick in mob vigilantism and warns
the government that, if it does not push back
against fanaticism on all fronts, it is ordinary
citizens who will continue to pay the price.”
The tragic incident occurred hardly
10 weeks after the lynching of a Sri Lankan
national in Sialkot. In November, religious
fanatics had set a Charsadda police station on
fire after police officials refused to hand over
an alleged blasphemy suspect to them.
After every tragic incident, the PM and
ministers condemn the incident and pledge
to take “every step” for stopping these kinds
of incidents. But, practically, they are doing
nothing. It is a bitter fact that the government
has been mollycoddling extremist forces for

achieving and protecting its partisan interests.
Farrukh Khan Pitafi writes: “In a world
where the rich get richer and the poor do
not realise that things are being taken from
them, religious manipulation works like a
charm. And because the rich have money this
collusion sets the agenda which eventually
envelops the state institutions. Because we
all are primed to do what is easy, not what is
right”.
The Khanewal incident clearly unmasks
the Punjab police’s unprofessional face as it
remained a silent spectator. The police did not
try to stop the heinous crime by dispersing
the crowd. The government should take stern
action against the police officers who showed
criminal negligence in performing their duties
diligently. However, after the incident, the
Khanewal police have arrested a large number
of people.
If the government wants to stop such
tragic incidents in the coming days, it should
implement the National Action Plan in letter
and spirit. The government should also stop
supporting extremist groups. Every effort
should be made to create a trustful and equal
criminal justice system across the country.
The media, including print, electronic and
social media, should be used to disseminate
moderate ideas among the people of Pakistan.
The media should also condemn and discourage extremist views among Pakistanis.
There is no other way to stop mob lynching
incidents in the coming days. n
VIGILANTISM

Russia and the West are moving
towards all out economic war
Maximilian Hess

Russia and the West have been engaged in
a sporadically escalating series of economic
skirmishes for eight years. So far, this economic
tug of war had some notable effects on Russia,
but barely affected the wider global economy.
With Russia’s unprovoked war of aggression
on Ukraine unfolding at a devastatingly rapid
pace, however, that is likely to change.
The first move in this war was made by
Russia and involved Ukraine. In December
2013, at the height of the Euromaidan protests,
Moscow presented the pro-Russia government
of Viktor Yanukovych with a highly complex
$3bn loan, which was laden with unique clauses that gave it significant economic leverage
over Ukraine’s future.
Just a few months later, in February 2014,
protesters deposed Yanukovych’s regime, and
a new debate emerged about whether Ukraine
should pay Russia back. When Russia launched
its initial invasion of Ukraine, seizing Crimea
that March, the Obama administration blacklisted a host of Kremlin officials and announced
a tailored new sectoral sanctions regime. It
aimed to impose direct economic costs on the
Russian state and key enterprises. Although
slightly less stringent and expansive, the European Union imposed similar restrictions.
The United States also moved to help
economically rescue Ukraine and manage its
post-war debt restructuring, with the International Monetary Fund adjusting its rules
in a way that defanged Russia’s earlier loan
chicanery. Russia’s then-Prime Minister Dmitri
Medvedev likened the move to “opening Pandora’s box” for the global financial framework.
The new US measures included limitations on Western investment in Russia’s
oil and gas industry but more significantly
restricted the ability of affected companies
to raise Western financing. Russia’s stateowned oil company Rosneft went from being
among the largest emerging market creditors
to Western banks to being all-but cut-off from
such loans. It had to be bailed out by the end
of 2014, an action that was taken with the
complicity of Russia’s Central Bank, despite it
sending the ruble into free fall. Credit for other
Russian entities declined as well, and the previous spate of Russian IPOs on London’s Stock
Exchange ground to a halt.
After Donald Trump took office in 2017,
the Republican-controlled Congress remained
sceptical about his comments during the transition in which he criticised the Obama adminCONFLICT

istration’s sanctions strategy and praised Vladimir Putin’s response. In a rare act of bipartisan
unity, Congress overwhelmingly passed the
Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act, 419-3 in the House, 98-2 in the
Senate. It further tightened the financial limitations of the sectoral sanctions and imposed
and expanded other sanctions over the Russian
defence and extractive sectors.
Russia responded to these measures with
efforts to build up a “fortress balance sheet’. As
a result, Russia’s net reserve position exceeded
its net foreign debts by mid-2018. This response has not been without substantial costs
for Russians, with underinvestment from the
state and the weakened ruble helping simultaneously drive up inflationary pressures.
But Russia has also quietly inserted
clauses into its own foreign bond contracts
that could have substantial costs for foreign
holders of Russian debt if triggered. It also
expanded its own willingness to finance efforts
to weaken the US-led international financial
order, including underwriting a comically
botched effort by the Maduro regime in Venezuela to launch a cryptocurrency to evade US
sanctions.Moscow has had some more success
in moving to de-dollarise its own economy,
although this has still been notably circumscribed by the fact that Russia is a hydrocarbon-dependent economy and oil and gas are
nearly universally priced in US dollars. Russia
has largely only been able to reach agreements
with partners to settle related transactions
in other currencies, though they were still
ultimately usually priced in dollars.
There had been sporadic indications
in recent years that the economic war was
cooling, though they always proved shortlived. Russia’s power and metals conglomerate
EN+ listed on the London Stock Exchange in
November 2017, but its key shareholder, Oleg
Deripaska, was sanctioned by Washington
less than a year later. Although President
Trump would continue to raise controversy
for his occasional praise of Putin, the move to
sanction Deripaska demonstrated that at least
some in his Administration, which he often
barely controlled, was at least as dedicated as
Congress to not standing down from these economic skirmishes. Yet Trump would approve
a controversial deal loosening the sanctions on
Deripaska nine months later; Deripaska has
since been investigated by the FBI for violating
sanctions imposed on him. He would then belatedly introduce more restrictions on Russian
debt for its attempt to assassinate ex-double

agent Sergei Skripal in the UK in March 2018.
Upon taking office, the Biden administration reset the sanctions policy, focusing on
both blacklisting individuals and entities and
restricting Russia’s access to financing. It also
sought to clearly signal what steps by Russia
would warrant further escalations. This has evidently not deterred the Kremlin. Regardless of
where one comes down on the argument about
whether Putin’s renewed invasion of Ukraine
was pre-ordained or the result of a failure of
diplomacy – we will only know whether Putin’s display of madness during his February 22
incantation of war was genuine or show when
the archives are opened, and it is impossible to
imagine that ever happening now – the threatened Western sanctions now loom. The US
and EU responded to Putin’s recognition of the
Russian proxy administrations in Donetsk and
Luhansk by announcing that they will sanction
Russian primary debt issuance. After yet another embarrassing communications kerfuffle from
Boris Johnson, the UK government announced
it, too, would take similar action. The US has
already sanctioned Russia’s Vnesheconombank
(VEB), a bank often dubbed Putin’s “slush
fund” but which also sits at the centre of the
country’s foreign payments plumbing.
The initial US round of sanctions announced on February 23 already included a ban
on secondary trading of Russian debt issued
after March 1. The Biden administration has
threatened to go further if Russia goes further,
however, and new measures are imminent.
These will include large numbers of individual
members of the Kremlin elite and their cronies,
but blacklisting individuals can only go so far.
The US and EU – and the UK, too, once it gets
its act together – will move to effectively cut
off Russia from global financial markets. This
will have wide-ranging economic impacts, as
Biden himself has already acknowledged. Russia will respond by taking action to weaponise
its own debt stock in the event of a freeze,
but also likely intentionally seek havoc on
hydrocarbon markets. Medvedev has promised
Europe should prepare for sky-high gas prices
for the foreseeable future.
The effects will be felt far beyond Europe. Russia and Ukraine remain the key global
breadbaskets in terms of grain production, and
Russia has slowly been consolidating political
control over its grain trading and fertiliser
industries. The aforementioned Deripaska
sanctions sent aluminium markets into a
tail-spin and many metals could be similarly
affected again in the current crisis.
13

Pak-Russia relations

The prime minister’s decision to undertake an official visit to Russia is welcoming news that was
actually long overdue. Since 1947, India opted to
be on the Russian orbit, while Pakistan opted
otherwise and developed relationship with the
United States. While I would not say that this
decision did not help Pakistan for over 70 years,
the price we had to pay was very high by becoming a US proxy in the region. Russia is one of the
biggest exporters of oil, gas, gold and wheat in
the world. Pakistan badly needs all these items.
Pakistan should try to make an agreement with
Russia for the supply of all these items, either as
aid, on deferred payment, or on a barter basis,
just as it has done with Saudi Arabia. Like China,
Russia should grant scholarships to Pakistani
students and assist in the field of science and
technology. An unwritten defence pact already
exists between the two countries and now is the
time to formally finalise it. If that happens, the
US and its allies will immediately recognise the
Taliban government which will further strengthen Pakistan’s position in the geopolitical arena.
In case things work out well, Pakistan should
offer to send a peacekeeping force to Ukraine, if
requested by the Ukrainian government, rather
than the Russian forces. This will defuse the tension in the region and help maintain world peace.
Zafar Aslam
Karachi

The good old days
of the film industry

Once there used to be camel carts carrying
posters of movies to be screened at 20 different
cinemas in Hyderabad. Along with the cart could
be seen Badamani, a tall, giant of a man pretending to be and attired as the genie from film Saqi
(1952). Cigarette kiosks, hair salons and teashops
would have posters of their favourite films, actors
and actresses. My father once told me that on
the day when his friend Noor was about to be
born, Noor’s father was waiting in a queue to buy
a ticket to watch Dilip Kumar’s Aan (1952) at
the New Majestic Cinema in Hyderabad. There
were more than 20 cinemas in Hyderabad alone,
including New Majestic, Nishat, Capitol, Qaiser,
Noor Mehal, Elite, Firdous, Shalamar, Odeon,
Shams, Rahat, Venus, Bambino, Shahab, Chandni,
Capri, Hill Top, Koh-i-Noor, Chiragh Mehal,
Shaheen, Sangeet and others. Seth Koki was the
main person who used to manage the movement
of movies from Karachi to Hyderabad. The titles
of Hollywood movies were often changed to
entice those who could not make head or tail of
the English language. The change in titles was a
way of giving them an idea of what a particular
movie was about. For example, The Professionals
(1966) became Kiraye Kay Gorilay, Mackenna’s
Gold (1969) became Sonay Ki Talash, Where
Eagles Dare (1968) became Uqabon Ka Nasheman, and The Great Escape (1963) was called
Janam Kay Qaaidi. Back then, the script, theme,
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cast and storyline of movies used to be available
in the form of booklets for sale inside the theatres,
probably costing one ‘anna’. Things started to
change for the worse in the 1980s. Censorship
made heavy inroads and the film industry at large
took a nosedive. Filmmakers and cinema-owners
suffered alike during that extended phase. Losing
hope for a revival, cinemas soon started to get replaced by huge commercial and residential plazas.
The loss of the cinema-owners was the gain of the
builders. About 10 years ago, Hyderabad had four
cinemas — New Majestic, Qaiser, Bambino and
Shahab. Today, there are only two; Bambino and
Shahab. Needless to say, they are in a dilapidated
condition awaiting their own demise. The national film industry till the 1970s was a vibrant entity,
producing films, such as Street 77 (1960), Daal
Mai Kala (1962), Raat Kay Rahi (1960), Shatranj
(1964), Khamosh Raho (1964), and Insaaf Aur Qanoon (1971), giving us a message of social reforms.
Now it has been two years since the so-called
‘Lollywood’ released any film at all. Why is that
so? Why are artists not working on new projects?
Are they afraid of bankruptcy? While the world
has moved on, we are producing low-grade
content both in terms of serials and movies. From
Money Heist to Ertugrul, the approach to concepts and storytelling have changed and Pakistani
audiences enjoy the choices they have. In essence,
the problem is not with the audience, but with
those producing and sponsoring substandard serials and movies. In the name of social drama, we
are producing nothing but trash, with storylines
revolving around romance, divorce, polygamy
and such other stuff. Our filmmakers and artists
should work on fresh ideas.
Saqlain Soomro
Hyderabad

British troops

On Feb 26, 1948, the 2nd Battalion Black Watch
paraded through Karachi, embarked the troopship
Empire Halladale and left Pakistan for good. The
battalion was based at Malir. Their commanding
officer then was Lt-Col Neville Blair. It was only a
couple of years before this departure, in February 1946, that the Black Watch was deployed
to suppress the Royal Indian Navy Revolt in
Karachi. The battalion was led by its pipers in
full ceremonial dress. A convoy of trucks took the
troops from Malir to the assembly point in a local
school. From there they marched through the
Empress Market and Elphinstone Street up to the
Governor House. They paraded for a royal salute
to Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah before
proceeding to the docks to board the troopship.
The kings’ colours and regimental colours were
furled as the battalion marched up the gangway
to reach the Empire Halladale. They were the last
British Army colours to leave Pakistan. The ceremony marked the end of the Black Watch’s long
association with India’s defence. Governor-General Jinnah told the farewell parade: “Though you
are leaving, we will always have the best goodwill

for your nation.”
Dr Sohail Ansari
Essex, United Kingdom

Technology monster

Technological advancements are considered
undeniable features of modernity in relation
to mass communication networks and the free
market. Defined in such a vague sense, the notion
of modernity has long been debated and remains
contested to date. The expeditious expansion of
technology with the tendency to manipulate the
desires of the vast majority to pursue false ideals
and leaving the remaining half alienated and
isolated waiting for their turn to get modernised
seems to have played the role of a monster, causing irreparable damage to the social, political and
moral landscape of society. Speculations about
‘digital dictatorship’ over ‘intimate selves’ indicate
a bigger catastrophe that awaits the human race.
Surveillance of citizens through security cameras
and GPS tracking is just the tip of the iceberg.
In the recent past, the case of hidden cameras
installed in a school turned the attention of
higher-ups towards the long-awaited debate of
the privacy of students and employees at workplace. This cannot be seen as an isolated incident.
Another major problem of the screen-addicted
society is that very few people are aware of the
digital rights or safe internet methods. Acts of
secret audio or video recording and other spying
techniques reflect decaying social and political
norms and the moral bankruptcy of the so-called
educated segment. To our dismay, incompetent
people backed by vested interests rise to powerful
positions within the academic institutions where
they control the entire system. Those who resist
are tackled with the age-old techniques of redtapism, manhandling, humiliation, teasing, fake
cases, etc. At times, I wonder if a place where
access to basic services is denied, where personal
virtual space is compromised, where stealing data
and identity is a norm, where holding individuals
hostage in virtual space by suspending social media accounts should at all be called an academic
setting. They are internment centres. Unfortunately, some of our educational institutions are
now structured around the philosophy of necropolitics, where competent individuals are disposed
of by gatekeepers to serve the dominant order.
The future of an entire generation is at stake. It is
about time we envisaged an alternative educational system where the sanctity of academic
values should be the top agenda. Forgetting petty
departmental interests, imagining real ideological
differences and the student-teacher binary can
be a way forward. Besides, in order to promote
a healthy culture of research and learning in an
academic setting, we should also consider, among
other things, increasing women representation in
anti-harassment committees, restoring student
unions, and setting up anti-bullying committees.
Zarshan Buzdar
Bahawalpur
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Poor dental health
higher in children with
heart conditions

Screen time, at least
a little, may not be
bad for sleep

Children with heart conditions are
more likely to have frequent cavities,
toothaches, or bleeding gums,
according to a new study from the
CDC.
If oral bacteria travel into
the bloodstream, children with heart disease could be prone to get other
conditions such as infective endocarditis, the researchers said. The rare
condition leads to inflammation in the inner lining of the heart and can be
life-threatening. “Therefore, preventive dental care (i.e., check-ups, dental
cleaning, radiographs, fluoride treatment, or sealant) to maintain oral
health is important,” the study authors wrote.
The research team analyzed data from the National Survey of
Children’s Health for 2016-2019, comparing oral health status and recent
dental care for children with and without heart conditions. About 10%
of children and teenagers ages 1-17 with heart conditions had “poor” to
“fair” dental health, as compared with 5% of kids without heart problems.
About 17% of those with heart conditions also had symptoms of poor oral
health, such as decayed teeth or cavities.
Among children with a heart condition, those with lower household
incomes and intellectual and developmental disabilities had worse oral
health. What’s more, one in six children with heart conditions hadn’t
received preventive dental care in the past 12 months. Children with heart
conditions may be more prone to poor oral health and cavities for several
reasons, Karrie Downing, the lead study author and a CDC researcher,
told UPI. They may have surgeries or other procedures that make it harder to care for their teeth and gums.

Here is some encouraging news
for those who enjoy watching
television or playing video
games at bedtime: A new study
finds that contrary to popular
belief, media use during the
hour before you go to bed may not lead to poor sleep.
In a small study, researchers asked 58 adults ranging in age
from 19 to 66 to keep a diary that recorded information about the
time they spent with media before going to bed, where in their home
they used media, and whether they were doing other activities at
the same time. The participants wore small metal discs attached to
their scalp to detect electrical activity of the brain during sleep and
capture information, such as when the person fell asleep, total sleep
time, and sleep quality.
Media use during the hour before people fell asleep was linked
to an earlier bedtime; and, if the participants were using their media
while already in bed and were not multitasking, they also got more
sleep. “The takeaway isn’t that everyone can necessarily watch lots of
TV before bed and expect to be OK, but a little bit of television or a
video game before bed, if it will help you relax, is likely to be potentially beneficial, or at least it won’t harm you if you stop intentionally, don’t allow it to displace bedtime, and keep the session relatively
short,” says lead study author Morgan Ellithorpe, PhD.

Carolyn Crist

Fossils show a crocodile
ancestor dined on a
young dinosaur
Carolyn Gramling

For the first time, scientists have
found indisputable evidence that an
ancient crocodile ancestor chowed
down on a dinosaur. Preserved within a fossilized crocodyliform, a member of a newfound species dubbed Confractosuchus sauroktonos, are the
partially digested remains of a juvenile bipedal ornithopod, paleontologist
Matt White of the University of New England in Australia and colleagues
report in Gondwana Research. Crocodyliforms include modern species
like crocodiles and alligators as well as their ancestors. Those ancestors
lived alongside dinosaurs for millions of years, and previous evidence, such
as bite marks on fossilized dinosaur bones, has hinted that croc ancestors
dined on dinosaurs when the opportunity arose. But fossils with actual
preserved stomach contents are extremely rare. In fact, C. sauroktonos
is only the second extinct crocodyliform fossil with identifiable stomach
contents — and the first to reveal a meal of dinosaur. C. sauroktonos was
about 2.5 meters long — slightly smaller than an adult female American
alligator — and lived between 104 million and 92.5 million years ago in
what is now Queensland, Australia.
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Batya Swift Yasgur

A rare collision of dead
stars can bring a new
one to life
Nikk Ogasa

Like a phoenix, some stars may
burst to life covered in “ash,”
rising from the remains of stars
that had previously passed on.
Two newfound fireballs
that burn hundreds of times as bright as the sun and are covered in
carbon and oxygen, ashy byproducts of helium fusion, belong to a
new class of stars, researchers report in the Monthly Notices of the
Royal Astronomical Society: Letters. Though these blazing orbs are
not the first stellar bodies found covered in carbon and oxygen, an
analysis of the light emitted by the stars suggests they are the first
discovered to also have helium-burning cores. “That (combination)
has never been seen before,” says study coauthor Nicole Reindl, an
astrophysicist from the University of Potsdam in Germany. “That
tells you the star must have evolved differently.” The stars may have
formed from the merging of two white dwarfs, the remnant hearts of
stars that exhausted their fuel, another team proposes in a companion study. The story goes that one of the two was rich in helium,
while the other contained lots of carbon and oxygen. These two
white dwarfs had already been orbiting one another, but gradually
drew together over time. Eventually the helium-rich white dwarf
gobbled its partner, spewing carbon and oxygen all over its surface,
just as a messy child might get food all over their face.
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