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The federal cabinet has approved an increase in prices of 37 medicines. It is
the 11th time the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government has increased
drug prices in its three-year tenure. Flour millers in Punjab have hiked the
price of a 20kg flour bag by Rs15 and that of a 10kg bag by Rs10. Weekly in-
flation accelerated by 0.22pc on August 26 as food prices rose at a higher
pace, while on a month-on-month basis, the consumer price index increased
by 1.3pc in July 2021, compared to a decrease of 0.4pc in the previous month
and an increase of 2.5pc in July 2020.

It all happened in a government that claims its policies are aimed at pro-
viding relief to the common man. In his recent address to highlight the achieve-
ments of his government’s three years, Prime Minister Imran Khan claimed
that people were more prosperous today than the past. It amounts to rubbing
salt into the wounds of the common people. As inflation continues to increase,
the government has only piled misery on the common people and they have
reached the conclusion that the government has no qualms about overbur-
dening them and leaving them at the mercy of profiteers and hoarders.

On August 28, flour millers in Punjab unilaterally increased the price of a
20kg flour bag by Rs15 and that of a 10kg flour bag by Rs10. With the latest
hike, the price of a 20kg bag has gone up from Rs1,110 to Rs1,125 and the
price of a 10kg bag has surged from Rs560 to Rs570 at the retail level. Earlier,
the federal cabinet allowed a hike in prices of 37 medicines being produced
domestically, while allowing slight changes in prices of 13 others. It is the 11th
time the PTI government has increased drug prices. Weekly inflation also ac-
celerated by 0.22pc in the week which ended on August 26, as food prices
rose at a higher pace, data released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS) said. It noted a hike in prices of chicken (9.52pc), pulse masoor
(9.32pc), onions (7.55pc), garlic (5.21pc), bananas (5.02pc), pulse mash
(3.33pc), eggs (2.96pc), pulse gram (2.85pc), mustard oil (2.02 percent), and
vegetable ghee 1kg (1.8pc). During the week, prices of 22 items increased,
five decreased, while prices of 24 items remained unchanged.

According to the Asian Development Bank, inflation is higher in Pakistan
as compared to the other countries of South Asia. It raised its inflation forecast
for South Asia in 2021 from 5.5pc to 5.8pc, mainly reflecting a higher forecast
for India, but unchanged at 5.1pc in 2022. The international financial institution
said inflation in Pakistan averaged 8.8pc in the first 11 months (July to May)
of FY2021 on rising global commodity prices, especially for food and crude
oil. In its latest report, the Asian Development Bank said the rural extreme
poverty rate was five times higher than urban extreme poverty rate in Pakistan.
In its latest report, "Key indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2021", it said that
comparing 2020 to 2019, food inflation increased in 29 of the 41 reporting
economies, of which 17 posted food inflation of five percent or higher.

The largest increases in food price inflation were observed mostly in lower-
middle income economies such as Pakistan (11.3 percentage points), Sri
Lanka (10.6 percentage points), the Kyrgyz Republic (10.3 percentage points),
and Bhutan (7.8 percentage points). The economies that reported the largest
declines in the CPI growth rates from 2019 to 2020 were Myanmar (-5.1 per-
centage points); Fiji (-4.4 percentage points); Turkmenistan (-3.3 percentage
points); Mongolia (-2.9 percentage points); Hong Kong, China (-2.6 percent-
age points); and Samoa (-2.6 percentage points). The highest increases were
noted in the Kyrgyz Republic (5.2 percentage points); Kiribati (4.3 percentage
points); Pakistan (3.4 percentage points); Afghanistan (3.3 percentage points);
and Bhutan (2.9 percentage points). The pandemic is threatening Asia and
the Pacific's progress toward critical targets under the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), according to the report.

More alarmingly, the report noted that the pandemic had pushed an esti-
mated 75 million to 80 million more people in developing Asia into extreme
poverty as of last year, compared with what would have happened without
the pandemic. Assuming that the pandemic has increased inequality, the rel-
ative rise in extreme poverty, defined as living on less than $1.90 a day, may
be even greater. Progress has also stalled in areas such as hunger, health,
and education, where earlier achievements across the region had been sig-
nificant, albeit uneven. According to the report, about 203 million people or
5.2pc of developing Asia's population lived in extreme poverty as of 2017.
Without the pandemic, that number would have declined to an estimated 2.6
percent in 2020.

According to the World Bank, Pakistan has seen a higher rate of food
inflation in the region which is partly linked to global trends due to the pan-
demic and partly to domestic policies. "Around 68pc of Pakistan's popula-
tion is unable to afford a healthy diet leading to malnutrition and food
inflation worsens the situation. During May 2020 and May 2021, prices of
food increased by 14.8pc in Pakistan,” the World Bank country director for
Pakistan told a webinar.

It is a fact that the PTI government failed to ensure smooth supplies of es-
sentials and price stabilisation in the first three years of its term. Flour and
sugar shortages persist and their prices continue to rise. The situation is feared
to remain the same or worsen in the remaining tenure of the government. De-
spite massive imports of wheat and new crops, consumers are facing severe
price shocks in flour rates all over the country.

The common people are facing the toughest time of their lives in terms of
rising living costs fuelled by record-high food inflation. In the absence of an
effective price checking mechanism at provincial and city government levels,
prices of daily-use items fluctuate on a daily basis. The prices remained on
the higher side mainly because of currency devaluation. Though the govern-
ment claims it has come out of the economic crisis, yet all indicators paint a
bleak picture for the common people. The prices of essentials will continue to
rise as the government blatantly passes on the costs of its own inefficiency to
consumers.

There are some indicators that the economy is heading in a positive di-
rection, but the common people have suffered badly in the process. The gov-
ernment does not hesitate from overburdening the people with price hikes.
People are worse off in the PTI government. They have been forced to miss
the past Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government despite its al-
leged corruption and ills.

Prices and unemployment have reached their highest level in Pakistan.
The situation has worsened in the aftermath of the pandemic. Undoubtedly,
Pakistan performed impressively to contain human losses during the pan-
demic, but lockdowns and measures to contain the virus have affected its frag-
ile economy badly. All advanced and regional countries, which had better
economies, are recovering fast, but Pakistan lags far behind, though it had
made structural adjustments before the onset of the pandemic.

Rising prices and unemployment are the biggest issues of Pakistanis and
there is no immediate relief for them. Inflation in Pakistan could be 10.2pc on
an annualised basis, which by 2025 is expected to remain around 8.6pc and
the unemployment rate, which till this fiscal year was 4.5pc, may further jump
to 5.1pc. The IMF projected an over 13.3pc increase in unemployment in Pak-
istan in a year. The government aims to introduce more reforms in the next
few months. It means there is no prospect of relief for the people anytime soon
and they will continue to suffer in the years to come.

Economics

Shahid Hussain
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The defeat of the US, the world’s strongest military power, by
the bare-foot soldiers of the Taliban has stunned, shocked
and surprised the world.

The vaunted 300,000-strong Afghan army, trained and
equipped by US experts, melted like butter on a hot plate as
the Taliban closed in on Kabul from all sides. It was a kind of
blitzkrieg action that left the Afghan army no option but to sur-
render completely. The speed with which the Taliban took
control of the whole country made a mockery of all the esti-
mates given by US intelligence outfits.

The reasons for the collapse of the Afghan army are not
far to seek. Hired by a foreign occupation power, the Afghan
soldiers had no motivation, and lacked the will to fight. To
boot, a puppet government mired in corruption could not in-
spire a demoralised and abandoned army to hold its ground
against a band of fighters driven by patriotic fervour and ide-
ological zeal.

The situation in Afghanistan was made worse by wide-
spread corruption from top to bottom. The Kabul regime embezzled much
of the $100 billion of aid to the Afghan army and most of it was shifted to
Dubai using the Kabul Bank and direct flights with millions of dollars in
cash. While soldiers fighting the Taliban were deprived of essential sup-
plies and resources, the Afghan elite enjoyed a luxurious life in their villas
in Kabul and abroad.

Belying the propaganda of hostile forces, the Taliban captured Kabul
without any bloodshed. They followed a carefully crafted strategy for a
peaceful takeover, giving a safe exit to all the people wanting to leave
Afghanistan, including President Ashraf Ghani, Afghan spies, families and
supporters of US and NATO contingents and foreign diplomats.

Not surprisingly, strong negative reactions and comments have been
emanating from New Delhi. The Indian media has gone berserk with fren-
zied whines on the social media as all Indian disruptive schemes and con-
spiracies in Afghanistan and Central Asia have been upended. India’s
20-year investment in Afghanistan to wage a multi-dimensional and two-
front war against Pakistan stands annulled. India stands exposed as a
strategic partner of America, with its capacity to deliver against Pakistan
and China cut down to size.

What next for Afghanistan under the Taliban? It is gratifying to note that
this time around, the Taliban are showing more political maturity, a greater
sense of magnanimity and accommodation and better internal cohesion
and organisation. It is very significant that, at the very start, they an-
nounced a general amnesty for all and no revenge or witch-hunting against
their rivals.

In the first press conference after their takeover of Kabul, the Taliban
spokesman claimed they would behave differently, having learnt from their
past experience. Pledging no victimisation against those who fought
against them, they also sent a number of messages about how they intend
to govern. They vowed to establish an inclusive government, respect
human and women’s rights and ensure that Afghanistan’s soil will not be
used against any other country. This has gone a long way to reassure an
anxious international community. As things stand, they also seem to enjoy

the support of regional states like China, Russia, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey,
Qatar, CARS and many more.

Questions have been raised whether the Taliban rule will be a throw-
back to the past. In recognition of the reality that the international environ-
ment today is very different from the one two decades ago, Taliban leaders
have given broad hints that the future of Afghanistan will be different from
the past. Reportedly, talks between the Taliban and former political foes
are in progress to set up a broad-based government.

Contrary to the propaganda about Islamabad’s support to the Taliban,
Pakistan has throughout played the role of a peace maker because stabil-
ity in Afghanistan is in its own interest. Pakistan played a key role in per-
suading the Taliban to sit on the dialogue table with the US in February
2020 – an opportunity deliberately missed by Ashraf Ghani, who danced
to the RAW-NDS tune.

The final contours of the peace process will take time to emerge in
Afghanistan. This is a critical period and Pakistan must be proactive and
play its role in bringing the process to an early fruition. The pitfalls of a lim-
ited civil war are there. The spoilers, particularly India, do not want peace
returning to Afghanistan. It suits their interest to keep the pot boiling in the
war-ravaged country.

The war of narratives is already on. Attempts are being made to bolster
proxies within Afghanistan to create geographic or ethnic division, fuel
covert war inside Pakistan to disturb the law and order situation in the
urban centers. Hostile forces are also trying to engineer political chaos by
the corrupt political elite, manoeuvre a new influx of refugees and target
BRI and CPEC projects. Islamabad needs to keep an eye on the activities
of hostile forces.

In the given context, Pakistan in coordination with China, Russia, Iran,
Turkey and Central Asian Republics should take the lead role in promoting
peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan. The Taliban will need full political,
diplomatic and economic support from regional countries as well as the inter-
national community so that they can cobble together an inclusive, broad-
based political dispensation for long-term stability in their war-ravaged land.

Nasim Ahmed

The fall of Kabul
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World Humanitarian Day
– a call to action 

World Humanitarian Day is observed every
year on August 19 to pay tribute to human-
itarian workers killed and injured in the
course of their work, and to honour all aid
and health workers who continue, despite
the odds, to provide life-saving support and
protection to people most in need.

The day was designated in memory of
the August 19, 2003, bomb attack on the
Canal Hotel in Baghdad, Iraq, killing 22
people, including the chief humanitarian in
Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello. In 2009, the
UN General Assembly formalized the day
as World Humanitarian Day. We must re-
member that this day honours people who
have dedicated their lives to humanitarian
causes. It is also a day of remembrance for
all lives that have been sacrificed for the
benefit of humanity.

Every year a new theme is chosen to commemorate the day. This year,
the theme was “The Human Race”, and it focused on the need for global
action to combat climate change while standing in solidarity with vulnerable
populations around the world. The United Nations urged people, especially
social media users, to mark the day by expressing solidarity with vulnerable
populations.

People around the world celebrated the day by showing support and
raising awareness among friends and family through messages, wishes
and quotes. They marked the day by doing some good for the world.
Change starts with the efforts of one person and is followed by others who
are inspired. On World Humanitarian Day, experts urged people to strive
to be the person to inspire change for the good of others.

Nelson Mandela once said: “Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity,
it is an act of justice. Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It
is man-made and can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of
human beings. Sometimes, it falls on a generation to be great. You can be
that great generation. Let your greatness blossom.” Nelson Mandela’s
message is still in tune with the spirit of World Humanitarian Day.

In the world of today, climate calamity is the biggest challenge to hu-
manity and its future survival. On World Humanitarian Day, experts warned
people to prepare better for the escalating disasters and displacements
that the climate crisis is creating. This crisis is particularly damaging for
the health and wellbeing of women and girls.

According to an estimate, 80 percent of disaster-related displacements
worldwide have occurred in the Asia-Pacific region over the past decade.
Also, women and girls make up more than half of the displaced population
globally. Globally, there were 300 extreme weather events triggered by nat-
ural hazards in 2019. This was six times the number of disasters since the
1970s. In 2018, climate and weather-related disasters caused 108 million
people to need life-saving assistance.

The climate crisis has been exacerbated by the havoc caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic which has adversely affected human rights and im-
peded progress towards Sustainable Development Goals, including goal
3 on good health and well-being and goal 5 on gender equality.

In Asia and the Pacific, a region already reeling under the climate crisis,
we need to do more in resilience building at the national, institutional, com-
munity and individual levels. This is important to achieve sustainable de-
velopment and realise the rights for women and young people of all nations
and regions. Also, engaging and empowering women and young people
in climate action is a prerequisite for more just, equitable, sustainable and
climate-resilient societies.

Needless to say, civil society organisations have a key role to play in
sharing their skills and knowledge with governments and in shaping gender
responsive and inclusive climate policies. Beyond the network of commit-
ted government and civil society leaders, the United Nations Population
Fund brings decades of experience, innovations and best practice to the
discussion on climate change. In the Pacific, for example, it is supporting
young people’s leadership in climate action to better safeguard the future
for the youth of today. In the Maldives, it is working with women to voice
issues that matter to them, weaving gender equality within the fabric of cli-
mate policy and in Bangladesh, it supports national disaster preparedness
efforts by advocating for a gender-inclusive and transformative approach
including female frontline volunteers. The lessons we have learned from
the COVID-19 crisis is that we all must work together for common good.

Humanity is at a turning point in history. Women, men and young people
of all backgrounds are involved in shaping climate policies, strengthening
preparedness or responding to disasters. They are saving lives and im-
proving the health and well-being of people facing the threat of climate
change. Let us pledge to hold together and save the earth from the looming
disaster of climate change.
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New fears about a loss of lives and livelihoods are
growing after restrictions have been reimposed in the
wake of a new wave of the coronavirus. It is feared the
resurgence in the pandemic could be more devastating
than the first three waves as people continue to defy
SOPs, while positivity rates are increasing in major
cities of Pakistan.

Education institutes have shut and reopened many
times during the pandemic. It means thousands of
teachers and staff of private schools had to live without
salaries for many months as there was no mechanism
to support them, either from their own institutions or
the government. According to the latest data, the num-
ber of active cases in Pakistan has reached the highest
level in 2021. The National Command and Operation
Centre said the number of active cases stood at an all-
time high at 92,844. The number of deaths from
COVID-19 in the country has risen to 25,415 and the
total number of cases has reached 1,144,341.

It is a fact that most people do not want to be vac-
cinated for different reasons. People are not interested
in getting a jab or observing SOPs because the pandemic has not been
as harmful in Pakistan as it was in other countries of the world. According
to government data, the rate of severe disease and death in Pakistan has
been far lower as compared with many European and other countries, in-
cluding its neighbours. However, the infection rate has been rising over a
few weeks, which may harm people seriously.

The Punjab government has reimposed tighter restrictions in major
cities till September 15 due to an uptick in cases in the province. The new
restrictions will come into force with immediate effect in Lahore,
Rawalpindi, Faisalabad, Multan, Khanewal, Mianwali, Sargodha, Khushab,
Bahawalpur, Gujranwala and Rahim Yar Khan, according to a notification
from Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department. Under the
restrictions, market and business activities will shut by 8pm. Saturday and
Sunday will be observed as closed days. There will be a complete ban on
indoor weddings. However, outdoor weddings will be allowed with a max-
imum limit of 300 guests under strict Covid-19 protocols. Shrines and cin-
emas will also remain closed. There will be a complete ban on contact
sports. All gyms will remain open only for vaccinated individuals. Normal
office working hours for public and private offices will continue. However,
the attendance level has been reduced from 100pc to 50pc. The maximum
occupancy level of public transport is reduced from 70pc to 50pc. All
amusement parks, water sports, and swimming pools will remain closed.
However, public parks will remain open under strict protocols.

The province has been witnessing a gradual rise in the infection rate.
Punjab Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid said that Pakistan was facing
the fourth wave of the pandemic and the presence of the Delta variant
posed a huge challenge. The government earlier implemented a policy of
smart lockdowns in which people had liberty to move. However, according
to the new policy, residents of the areas concerned will be informed about
the duration of lockdowns and suggested to store edibles. People will not
be able to move freely, except for emergencies. Edibles will be provided
to them at their doorsteps, through online services. Stringent protocols for

tourism will also be followed in Gilgit-Baltistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Azad
Kashmir and other tourist places.

Pakistan suffered huge economic losses despite tackling the health
challenge most successfully as compared to regional and other countries
of the world. The deaths in Pakistan are negligible as compared to other
countries. However, Pakistan’s economy and poor people are set to suffer
in the new wave of pandemic. According to data released by the govern-
ment, the pandemic caused a loss of over Rs3 trillion to the national in-
come last year and the situation is not certain this year either. The
provision of smooth food supplies and a check on their prices will be a big
challenge for the government if the situation worsens.

People are worried about the possible shortage of essentials and their ris-
ing prices after they had to face the ordeal in the wake of the pandemic last
year. Inflation has already risen and the central bank has warned that it could
rise beyond the target set for the current fiscal year. The International Monetary
Fund has estimated that Pakistan’s inflation may jump up to 13pc, but the
government’s estimate is between 11pc and 13pc for the current fiscal year.

The pandemic is also feared to hit Pakistan’s ranking on the Global
Hunger Index, which is constantly on the decline. The latest poverty esti-
mates show that 24pc of Pakistan’s population lives below the poverty line.
If the rot is not stopped, Pakistan will face serious challenges to feed its
growing population in future. In a report, the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) said Pakistan was among three Asian countries where the rate of
undernourishment due to poverty was the highest. The highest rates of
undernourishment in 2017 were observed in Afghanistan (29.8pc), Timor-
Leste (24.9pc), and Pakistan (20.3pc), the ADB reported in the 50th edition
of its annual statistical report.

Experts say a high population growth rate and unfavourable water and
climatic conditions in the country mean that concerns about food security
may increase manifold over the next two to three decades. The coron-
avirus epidemic poses serious challenges which require short and long-
term solutions.

Pandemic

Muhammad Hassan

Uncertainties deepen
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It appears mankind has harmed the environment beyond repair. Green-
house gases in the atmosphere have reached levels where their adverse
effect is almost impossible to reverse. However, concerted efforts can still
restore some balance, though it will take decades and centuries.

Climate change is intensifying, occurring at an accelerated pace and
is already affecting every region of the planet. It is changing Earth in ways
that are unprecedented in thousands of years, and in some cases, hun-
dreds of thousands of years. Some changes that are already playing out,
such as warming oceans and rising sea levels, are irreversible for centuries
to millennia, according to a new United Nations (UN) report. The report,
made by thousands of scientists across 195 member governments, states
that greenhouse gas emissions from human activities have caused global
warming at a rate not seen in at least the past 2,000 years. It estimated
that human-caused climate change is responsible for approximately 1.1
degrees Celsius of warming since 1850-1900, the earliest period with re-
liable measurements of global surface temperatures.

Alarmingly, global temperatures are expected to exceed 2 degrees Cel-
sius of warming this century unless deep reductions in carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gas emissions occur in the coming decades. Some
changes that are already playing out, such as warming oceans and rising
sea levels, are irreversible for centuries to millennia, according to the re-
port, the most comprehensive assessment from the UN’s Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) since 2013. The IPCC, established
in the late 1980s, consists of thousands of scientists across 195 member
governments, who pore over the most recent published and peer-reviewed
research on global warming and compile the findings into a report on the
current state of climate. The assessment, which includes a look at the fu-
ture risks and impacts of climate change, typically represents consensus
within the scientific community. More than 230 authors contributed to the
latest report.

Experts say it is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the at-
mosphere, ocean and land. No matter what humans do going forward, the
future will be hotter than it is now. Climate scientists have warned that the
increase in average global temperatures should be limited to under 2 de-
grees Celsius, or 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, in order to avoid the most dev-
astating effects of global warming. The 2-degree benchmark was set by
climate negotiators in Copenhagen in 2009, but studies have increasingly
found that the target may already be out of reach. The IPCC has been
warning of the dangers of climate change for more than three decades,
but the countries, especially the world’s biggest economies that are re-
sponsible for the bulk of greenhouse gas emissions, haven't done enough
to address the problems. "The world listened, but it didn’t hear. The world
listened, but it didn’t act strongly enough. As a result, climate change is a
problem that is here, now. Nobody is safe. And it is getting worse faster,”
a UN official said.

The new assessment links human-caused climate change with in-
creases in extreme weather events around the world. The report also de-
tails how the increasing ocean and surface temperatures will cause myriad
physical changes in climate, including drought, heat waves, heavy rainfall
and coastal flooding, in different regions of the planet. “It is virtually certain
that hot extremes (including heat waves) have become more frequent and

more intense across most land regions since the 1950s, while cold ex-
tremes (including cold waves) have become less frequent and less se-
vere," the authors wrote, adding that human-caused global warming is the
"main driver" of those changes. Recent events, including widespread
drought in the western US, heat waves across Europe and North America
and devastating wildfires in Greece, Turkey and the US have highlighted
the consequences of a warming world. “The climate is behaving like an
athlete on steroids," said Erich Fischer, a climate scientist at ETH Zürich
and one of the authors of the IPCC assessment.

Some warming regions are projected to dry out, while others are poised
to get wetter. In some instances, both can happen in the same place, the
averages may not shift much, but the extremes may grow, leading to pe-
riods of drought followed by deluge. This weather whiplash wasn’t appre-
ciated as much until recently and is yet another signal of how humans are
changing the climate. The world has already warmed 1.1 degrees Celsius
since the dawn of the industrial revolution. It is clear that humanity’s gar-
gantuan output of greenhouse gases — currently about 2.6 million pounds
of carbon dioxide per second — is the culprit. Without the combustion of
fossil fuels, the planet would very likely be much cooler. Humans are dan-
gerously warming the planet through activities like burning fossil fuels and
clearing lands for agriculture and urban development.

According to an earlier UN report, South Asia is among the regions ad-
versely impacted by climate change. It noted that extreme weather events
had combined with Covid-19 pandemic, impacting millions of people
across the globe. Pakistan is ranked among top 10 countries of the world,
which were most affected by climate change in the past 20 years. It has
lost 0.53pc per unit GDP, suffered economic losses worth $3.8 billion and
witnessed 152 extreme weather events from 1999 to 2018. According to
international estimates, it needs between $7 billion and $14 billion per year
for climate adaptation. International studies point out that losses from cli-
mate change are compounding with the passage of time. Pakistan is likely
to become the most adversely affected country in the South Asian region,
a study by the World Climate Research Programme and the King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology says. In the next 60 to 80 years, the
temperature in the northern areas of Pakistan is expected to increase by
six degrees. The high temperatures will have an immediate impact on gla-
ciers. The ice will melt rapidly causing floods not only in villages but also
in big cities. This may also lead to extreme climatic conditions, such as
heavy rainfalls and massive droughts.

While it is depressing to think that there are so many changes that are
irreversible for a long period of time, it is heartening to note that the
changes can be slowed down with rapid, strong and sustained reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions. The worsening climate crisis calls for prac-
tical steps to save the world and its population from its adverse effects.
The rich countries will have to lead from the front because they are re-
sponsible for the problem and they have the resources to mitigate it.

Environment

Muhammad Ali

Climate crisis: All is not lost

September 1-15, 2021
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Politics

Muhammad Zain

No-confidence vote: 
Opposition’s new stunt

The opposition is planning to bring a vote of no confidence against Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan and Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar. It is wishful think-
ing of the opposition parties, especially the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), which wants to oust the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government from
the Centre and the biggest province of the country at any cost. The motion
appears to be just a stunt from the opposition parties, which are fighting
against each other rather than the government.

As Prime Minister Imran Khan has dared the opposition may times to bring
a no-confidence vote against him and Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar,
the opposition parties behave as if they are doing a favour to him by not bring-
ing the motion. Pakistan Peoples Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto blames the
PML-N for the PTI governments remaining intact in the Centre and Punjab.
He creates an impression that the PML-N is doing a favour to the PTI by not
moving against it. On the other hand, the PML-N poses as if it can topple the
government anytime but its leaders are against it because of their “principled
stance.” Some media outlets affiliated to the party have ran stores many times
that “change” will begin from Punjab and after the removal of Chief Minister
Usman Buzdar, Prime Minister Imran Khan would also be voted out. People
are told only PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif is against it because he thinks
the time is not right and “unelected” elements would benefit from the situation.
However, ground realities show all stories are planted to give false hope to
party legislators and supporters. If the PML-N had been in a position to oust
the PTI, it would not have wasted even a second.

It appears the no-confidence vote is a new idea of the opposition par-
ties to divert the attention of their supporters from their recent failures and
rifts. The opposition alliance, Pakistan Democratic Movement, under
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, started an anti-government movement with im-
pressive public gatherings. It also won almost all by-polls and embarrassed
the government with the victory of its candidate in the Senate for the Is-
lamabad general seat, which forced Prime Minister Imran Khan to take a
fresh vote of confidence from the National Assembly. However, the gov-
ernment turned the table on the opposition in the election for the Senate
chairman and deputy chairman. The election sharpened rifts among the
major component parties in the opposition.

The opposition alliance had planned to launch an anti-government
“long march” on March 26, but it was postponed because the PPP was not
willing to resign from assemblies and other allies believed the protest
would be ineffective without en bloc resignations. The PML-N also thinks
the PPP has benefitted from the PDM struggle, while it could not make
substantial gains from it, except winning a few by-elections. On the other
hand, the PPP leadership believes the PML-N wanted to use its resigna-
tions for the personal benefits of its leaders.

The opposition alliance appears to have lost steam, but it still can mount
pressure on the government by holding a “long march,” which can even last
for a few days. However, the PPP may avoid it because it has never been in
its favour for many reasons. Some analysts believe Fazlur Rehman is acting
on an offensive policy against national institutions to extract some space for
himself and other opposition parties. The PML-N and the PPP chose Fazlur

Rehman as their leader for his ability to use religion in politics. He is the true
representative of the ideology of Nawaz Sharif. Like Nawaz Sharif, he has no
stake in the system and no fear to lose. He wants to use all options for his po-
litical gains. He will continue to target national institutions to achieve his polit-
ical ambitions because he thinks it is the only option left for him.

It appears the opposition’s protest movement will not be able to force the
government to step down and hold fresh elections. On the other hand, Senate
elections have taken place and the PTI has become the largest party in the
House, displacing the PML-N. It has also solved the ruling party’s problem to
pass laws in the Upper House, which was earlier controlled by the opposition.
The government may not have won a majority in the Senate, but it is in a po-
sition now to call sessions of both Houses together to pass laws, which it has
not been able to do since its installation. In this way, Prime Minister Imran
Khan can reform the system and improve governance.

On paper, it appears impossible that the opposition will be able to bring a
no-confidence vote against Prime Minister Imran Khan or Punjab Chief Min-
ister Usman Buzdar. If the PML-N moves for it, it will backfire because dozens
of its legislators openly meet the chief minister. Many more will vote against
the party line if voting is held. On the other hand, when the opposition created
an impression that Prime Minister Imran Khan had lost a majority in the Na-
tional Assembly after the victory of Yusuf Raza Gilani, he bagged 178 votes
in the 342-member National Assembly, two more than what he had received
when was elected the Prime Minister in 2018.

At the time, the biggest challenge to the government comes from its inability
to solve public issues, not the opposition. High prices and unemployment are
the biggest issues facing the common people. The government has miserably
failed to address them. In fact, it has compounded them with its inaptness and
bad governance. It has completed three years of its term and it is still groping
in the dark. It is disheartening to listen to the prime minister saying he needed
many months to understand the issues of the country and people. He should
have prepared himself for it when he was in the opposition. However, he still
has two years to improve his performance and serve people.
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People are passing through the hardest time of their lives after
prices of essentials have skyrocketed in the country and more
than half of the working-class has either taken a pay cut or lost a
job, or both, because of the Covid-19 outbreak. The nation is once
again apprehensive of a showdown among politicians and fear for
the future of democracy in the country is growing. Dictators and
dictator-like elected leaders have brought Pakistan to a point
where problems of the people have compounded and politicians
change parties to remain in power to line their own pockets.

Like previous governments, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government of Prime Minister Imran Khan is trying to run its affairs
of the country through borrowing. Like the last Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) government, the PTI administration also
relied on short-term foreign commercial loans. The government
is taking new loans to repay old loans. Since repayments have
been made by contracting new foreign loans, it has increased the
cost of debt servicing and little is left for the public.

Skyrocketing prices of essentials have maligned the image of
the government among the public. The PTI had promised to reduce prices
after coming to power. Instead, prices of gas, electricity, foodstuffs and
essentials have doubled, if not tripled, in its three-year rule. The govern-
ment has failed to stabilize prices, which fluctuate daily. It has eroded the
credibility of the government in the public. Their belief in the government’s
ability to perform has shattered badly and they are convinced now they
will continue to face crisis after crisis in the government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

The coronavirus pandemic is projected to push over 10 million more
people below the poverty line, whose number is already 50-60 million.
Between 1.4 million and 18.53m people have lost jobs in the country dur-
ing the pandemic. These are the government's own estimates in the Eco-
nomic Survey 2019-20, and the situation could have been even worse if
analyzed independently.

Pakistan has the world’s second highest number of out-of-school chil-
dren, with an estimated 22.8 million children aged 5-16 not attending
school, representing 44pc of the total population in this age group. In the
age group of 5-9 years, some five million children are not enrolled in
schools and after the primary school age, the number of out-of-school
children doubles, with 11.4 million between the ages of 10 and 14 not re-
ceiving formal education.

According to the Pakistan Education Statistics 2016-17, of the total ed-
ucational institutions (149,852), only 51.5pc of the buildings were deemed
satisfactory; whereas, 21pc don’t even have a boundary wall. In Balochis-
tan, 51.64pc of school buildings required repair; 78.78pc didn’t have elec-
tricity; 70pc didn’t have latrines and 43.8pc of schools lacked clean drinking
water. Over 1.9 million children out of 2.7 million were out of school and
the retention rate from grade 1 to grade 5 was 41pc in the largest province
of the country. A report states that each year 165,869 girls are enrolled in
the primary section and the number drops to 44,076 in the middle section
and further down to only 20,015 in the higher section. In Sindh, 36.5pc of
the buildings don’t have latrines; 42.77pc don’t have drinking water; with

more than 6.4 million children out of school.
Access to safe drinking water and sanitation is still a challenge in Pak-

istan. The total economic cost of poor sanitation in Pakistan is nearly
Rs343.7 billion – 3.94pc of the country’s GDP, according to the World
Bank. According to the United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organisation (WHO), 27,000 chil-
dren die each year from diarrhea-related diseases in Pakistan. Though
prices, health and education are provincial subjects after the passage of
the 18th Amendment, yet the Centre cannot absolve itself of the situation.

In Pakistan, dictators toppled civilian governments and ruled the coun-
try for about 30 years. However, elected governments have also failed to
make a difference as elected representatives proved to be inapt, corrupt,
egotist and tried to concentrate all powers into their own hands. The threat
to Pakistan’s sham democracy has always come from inapt, corrupt and
belligerent politicians.

Pakistan has been a battleground for foreign players since its inception.
Many Pakistanis believe the US interference in Pakistan's internal affairs
is the main reason for weak democracy in the country. It is a fact that the
US masterminded a regime change in Pakistan, when and where required.
Civil governments were toppled in the past when the US wanted to ad-
vance its agenda after a domestic or international crisis. Pakistan’s history
reveals that the US has encouraged military takeovers and then exploited
the “illegitimacy” of the military rulers to advance its designs in the region.

As all dictators have held local government elections in the country, all
political parties have tried to avoid them, even though local bodies are con-
sidered basic democracy all over the world and the best way to empower
people on their doorsteps. According to the Constitution, it is the respon-
sibility of the provincial governments to hold local government polls within
three months of the general election but it has not happened since 2002.

Contrary to its election manifesto, the PTI government has overbur-
dened the common man with price hikes. The government should deliver
now or people will lose faith in politicians and democracy.

Analysis

Shahid Hussain

Compounding problems

10
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After the fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban on August 14, the biggest challenge
to the war-ravaged country and the militia is how to form a new government
that may remain stable and then how to use the state apparatus to address
complex issues of Afghan society.

After the fall of entire Afghanistan, except the Panjshir Valley, north of
Kabul, to the Taliban, negotiations among some key Afghan actors and vic-
tors continue. The main actors taking part in the talks to give a future political
roadmap for Afghanistan include former two-time President Hamid Karzai
and Chief Executive or Number 2 in the Afghan set-up, Abdullah Abdullah,
as well as Taliban’s second-tier leadership. The process of dialogue among
key Afghan actors is a healthy political sign for Afghanistan. Otherwise, the
Taliban are the victors and they could have their way as the entire country
has fallen to them. However, they are demonstrating an extreme sense of
responsibility by sitting with Karzai and Abdullah, who seemingly do not have
any stake in the future power of Afghanistan. In this regard, both Karzai and
Abdullah must also be appreciated for their role. Otherwise, they could opt
for not coming to Afghanistan, in the case of Karzai, and to go out of
Afghanistan, in the case of Abdullah. Karzai is a US resident while Abdullah
could very easily take refuge in a western country. But both have demon-
strated a splendid sense of maturity and sacrifice despite serious threats to
their lives in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. On the other hand, ousted Pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani must be ashamed of himself for fleeing Afghanistan in a
critical hour of trial. He argues that he has left power and Kabul in order to
avoid bloodshed but it is just a lame excuse. He could have demonstrated
leadership qualities and engaged with the Taliban and offered them his res-
ignation in return for the formation of an interim government. One thinks that
the Taliban would have treated him well and it could augur well for
Afghanistan. Nevertheless, kudos to Karzai and Abdullah, who are engaging
with the Taliban in dialogue.

The Taliban are moving very cautiously, demonstrating restraint and re-
sponsibility by not assuming de jure powers despite the fact that they are the
de facto unrivaled power in Afghanistan. As the Taliban have been consis-
tently saying that they do not want to form a government singlehandedly in
Afghanistan despite being the uncontested power to do so, it is indeed great
maturity on their part. However, it has been learnt on good authority that the
Taliban want to have 80 percent stakes in the future government while they
are ready to reserve 20 percent stakes for fellow Pashtuns, the second major
ethnic group, Tajiks, followed by Uzbeks, Hazaras, Turkmen and a tiny
Baloch and Wakhi population of Afghanistan. The manner in which the Tal-
iban, in a matter of a couple of weeks, occupied most of the provincial capitals
of Afghanistan, necessitated more stakes in the government. Otherwise, it
was expected that the Taliban would get around 60 percent stakes in the fu-
ture Afghan dispensation. However, they pushed to get the maximum share
of power in Afghanistan. But as dialogue is taking place in Afghanistan, the
Taliban may reduce some of their claimed share in the future political set-up.
Much would depend upon how claimants to stakes in power articulate their
case in the talks and how the international community put pressure on the
Taliban to accommodate minority groups in the government.

The Taliban have huge challenges to meet despite overcoming the great-
est challenge of forcing more than 3,50,000 personnel of Afghan National
Defence and Security Forces (ANDSF) surrender to them. The foremost chal-
lenge to the Taliban is to fill for the time-being the administrative and security
vacuum created by the dilution of the ANDSF. At the moment, there is a grave

threat from the Islamic State militant-terrorist group in Afghanistan to the peo-
ple and the rulers. On the other hand, there is also a possibility that ousted
Afghan Vice President Amrullah Saleh along with expelled Army Chief Bis-
millah Muhammadi may organise an armed resistance against the Taliban.
Keeping in view the ground situation, an armed resistance against the Taliban
may not be potent but if other Afghan minority groups join in and IS also lends
support to it, the Taliban would face a daunting task to quell it. It would again
deteriorate the security situation in Afghanistan.

In the situation, the Taliban would do a great job on their part by giving
important positions to Karzai and Abdullah in the future set-up. They must
request Karzai and Abdullah to be part of their government to benefit from
their experience in the government as well as stature in Afghan society.
Karzai and Abdullah must also respond positively. As Karzai is an important
Pashtun leader, while Abdullah belongs to the Tajik ethnic group, their inclu-
sion in the government would give it the much-needed inclusive colour and
make-up, which Afghanistan needs critically. Moreover, their inclusion in the
government would delegitimize any claim by disgruntled Pashtun, Tajik and
other minority group leaders to power in Afghanistan.

Another important challenge to the Taliban is that with empty state coffers
they would face extreme difficulty in running the day-to-day affairs of
Afghanistan. The United States has already frozen around $9 billion Afghan
assets in its banks. Germany, the UK and the EU have stopped economic
aid to the country. In the situation, the Taliban would not be able to manage
the routine business of the government for long. They would have to form a
really broad-based government acceptable, if not to all, but most stakeholders
in Afghanistan. In this regard, they could take advantage of the expertise of
Karzai and Abdullah. An important aspect of the Taliban is that they also have
a key affiliate group that is the Haqqani Network. Named after legendary anti-
Soviet Afghan Mujahideen commander Jalaluddin Haqqani, the group has
been instrumental in the Taliban military successes. However, the problem
is that the Haqqani Network has been on the terrorist blacklist of the US and
the United Nations. Recently, Jalaluddin’s son, Anas Haqqani, has also been
engaged in dialogue with Karzai and Abdullah. But if in any manner the
Haqqanis are part of the government, the international community would not
accept it. The Taliban have to keep it in mind and assuage the Haqqanis.

The situation in Afghanistan after the fall of Kabul has entered an ex-
tremely important phase and the future of civil war or peace would depend
on the ongoing dialogue among the Afghans.

Opinion

Raza Khan

After Kabul falls
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After the fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban, Pakistan’s policy on its western
neighbour may undergo significant changes, particularly when Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan seems serious to mend old ways of dealing with the war-
ravaged country.

After the Taliban took control of Kabul on August 14, without any resist-
ance from the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces (ANDSF), the
entire Afghanistan is now under the belt of the once insurgent movement.
Only a small Afghan area, the Panjshir Valley, north of Kabul, is outside the
virtual control of the Taliban. In the situation, Pakistan is well-poised to ex-
tend recognition to the Taliban rule in Afghanistan. If Pakistan does so,
there would be no surprise because Islamabad has been the main support-
ing force behind the Taliban in the last 20 years of resistance against the
United States-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) of which
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has been the dominant part. So
rationally speaking, if Pakistan today extends diplomatic recognition to the
Taliban control in Afghanistan, it would go a long way in legitimizing their
rule in the war-devastated country. However, Pakistan even before the Tal-
iban’s control of Kabul had declared that it would not recognise a govern-
ment that takes power by force of arms in Afghanistan. Moreover, if the
Taliban forced their entry into Kabul, Pakistan had announced that it would
close its borders with Afghanistan. Now an important development in the
meanwhile occurred in Afghanistan. The Taliban did take control of Kabul
but it was not by letting anybody’s blood. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani,
after welcoming the Taliban, immediately left Kabul while the Afghan forces
refused to fight against them. In other words, Kabul fell to the Taliban almost
bloodlessly. It has created a problem for the Pakistani policymakers as the
government in Kabul itself handed over the control of the capital and thus
the country to the Taliban. So, now what Pakistan should do? Either recog-
nise the rule of the Taliban or reject it. Islamabad, keeping in view its core
interest in Afghanistan, cannot do so either. The Taliban control is a vivid
reality and Pakistan obviously has to accept it. However, at the same time
sustainable peace and stability in Afghanistan is not possible by the Taliban
control of the entire country and this is also an obvious fact which Pakistan
equally cannot deny. More importantly, the Taliban have also indicated quite
unequivocally that they won’t wish to rule Afghanistan single-handedly. In-
stead, they would like to form a government in which other Afghan
claimants to power would have stakes. This strategy is in line with the ethnic
mix realities of Afghanistan as Pashtuns, which the Taliban themselves are,
are not the only inhabitants of Afghanistan. There is a large minority of
Tajiks and Uzbeks living in Afghanistan along with other ethnic groups.
Then, the Taliban also must have learnt from their past experiences and
mistakes, as it is said “the experience is simply the name which we give to
our mistakes.” Last time when the Taliban were in power from 1996 to 2001,
until they were ousted by the US-ISAF forces after the 9/11 terrorist attacks
in America, they ruled with an iron-fist and that too singlehandedly. How-
ever, despite that they were able to restore order, they could not provide
the country with a stable government.

Against this backdrop, it would be wise on part of Pakistan to wait and
see until the key Afghan leaders decide how to transfer power to the Taliban
and how to give a roadmap for the formation of future power-sharing and
ultimate formation of a broad-based, all-inclusive government in Afghanistan.

Since the Taliban took control of Afghanistan, dialogue has been taking
place between them and former President Hamid Karzai as well as the head
of High Peace Council and former Chief Executive, Abdullah Abdullah.
Hopefully, there would be an acceptable breakthrough soon and the Taliban
would be handed over the reins of the government shortly, but along with
an agreement on a roadmap for the formation of the next dispensation. In
the meanwhile, Pakistan must expand its ties with the Taliban.

It is important to note that Pakistan has declared that it would go with re-
gional states while taking any key policy decision on Afghanistan. At the mo-
ment, Pakistan, Iran, China and Russia seem to be on the same page
regarding Afghanistan and the Taliban. All the four countries in recent years
have hosted and engaged with the Taliban to find a viable solution of power-
sharing in Afghanistan. On their part, the Taliban have been intelligent to
welcome all countries’ role while at the same time fighting hard on the bat-
tlefront to improve their bargaining position. So, all the regional states, ex-
cept India, now want the Taliban to come to power but as part of a
broad-based all-inclusive government. The Taliban know it, therefore, they
are also treading cautiously. Going with the regional states is a very good
policy on part of Pakistan as it is a better way of achieving foreign policy ob-
jectives in Afghanistan. Realistically, every state must try to realise its own
interest and foreign policy objectives in other states. However, the situation
in Afghanistan has been such that an all-alone policy is not going to work
for any of foreign powers and states interested in Afghanistan. In particular
for regional states, an all-along policy is quite viable because all regional
states, whether Pakistan, Iran, China or Russia, have faced a lot of security
issues from nearly 48 years of conflict, war and crisis in Afghanistan.

Pakistan, since the 1973 toppling of the Afghan monarchy, has faced
unabated terrorist attacks by Afghans or Afghanistan-associated Pakistani
groups on its soil. Russia, when it was the Soviet Union, had to deploy a
large number of its forces in Afghanistan in 1979 to stabilise it and put in
place a communist regime there. However, in return it had to face stiff US-
Pakistan-Saudi-backed resistance from Afghan Mujahideen, inflicting
heavy damages on Moscow’s forces. The Anti-Soviet resistance from Mu-
jahideen in Afghanistan served as a trigger for the ultimate collapse of the
already economically-reeling Soviet empire. The successor Russian Fed-
eration has also faced terrorist attacks by Afghanistan-based militant
groups, like the Independent Movement of Uzbekistan and Chechen fight-
ers. Iran also came on the brink of war with Taliban-ruled Afghanistan in
the 1990s, when the Afghan rulers had killed Iranian diplomats. Since then,
anti-Iran groups, like Jundallah and now Islamic State or Daesh, have also
gained a firm foothold in conflict-ridden Afghanistan. The Taliban, during
their rule, had also hosted Chinese separatist Muslim groups, like East
Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), which has been using Afghan soil to
fight against the Chinese state.

The Taliban have ensured Russia, Iran and China as well as Pakistan
that under their control Afghan soil would not be used against their interests.
However, in the case of Pakistan, the Afghan Taliban still have very close
relations with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the deadliest terrorist
group in Pakistan history. While Pakistan should go along with regional pow-
ers in Afghanistan, it must also try its level best to convince and pressurise
the Afghan Taliban to completely sever their ties with the TTP. 

Viewpoint

Pakistan’s post-Taliban
Afghan policy
Raza Khan
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Economics

Husnain Shahid

Towards sustainable
growth

Pakistan eyes growth of 4-5pc in the current fiscal year after
registering the first recession in seven decades of its history
in the pandemic year that ended in June 2020. The country
grew by 3.94pc in the last fiscal year, against all odds and na-
tional and international estimates. As the pandemic has
started subsiding in the country and the world, Pakistan’s
economy is expected to perform even better, though it still
faces serious internal and external challenges, especially after
the fall of Kabul to the Taliban.

Economic indicators prove Pakistan is moving in the right
direction after the adoption of a contractionary policy by the
government of Prime Minister Imran Khan for over two years.
Pakistan’s exports are growing steadily, though imports are
also increasing. It posted the highest-ever exports for July as
shipments reached $2.35 billion, up 17.3pc. In the first month of the new
financial year 2021-22, exports grew by 17.3pc to $2.35 billion as com-
pared to $2 billion in July 2020. These are the highest-ever exports for the
month.

The government plans to increase exports up to $40 billion during the
current financial year as it focuses on the diversification of unconventional
sectors. Prime Minister’s Adviser on Commerce and Investment Razak
Dawood hopes the country’s exports would reach $50 billion by following
the policy of trade diversification in potential sectors and markets by the
last fiscal year 2023 of the government. Export diversification, focus on
non-traditional sectors and increasing exports to new markets, including
Africa, are key points of the new trade policy. Pakistan has recently ex-
ported the first consignment of 5,500 4G mobile phones to the Middle East.
It also aims to export 30,000,000 motorcycles annually in the coming years.
The country’s Information Technology (IT) exports have also grown by 47pc
and crossed $ 2 billion.

Pakistan’s revenue collection in July rose to Rs413 billion, which was an
increase of over 36pc from last year’s figure, according to the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR). The data for revenue collection in the first month of the
current fiscal year showed a sharp acceleration in economic activity, leading
to a higher collection in sales tax and customs duty. The government, while
preparing the budget for the ongoing fiscal year, had assured the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to raise Rs5.829 trillion in FY22 against
Rs4.721tr collected in FY21. Until July 31, the revenue collection stood at
Rs413b against the projected target of Rs342b. Compared to the collection
of Rs303b in July 2020, this year’s collection posted a growth of 36pc.

Overseas Pakistanis working around the world sent $2.71 billion last
month. The State Bank of Pakistan said it was the second highest level of
remittances reported in July. The inflow of remittances continued with over
$2b for the 14th consecutive month. “In terms of growth, remittances in-
creased by 0.7pc over the previous month and showed a decline by 2.1pc
over the same month last year,” it said. The previous financial year wit-
nessed record inflows of remittances worth $29.4b, with growth of 27pc
which supported the external account of the country. The inflow of remit-
tances enabled the government to bridge the trade deficit as the import bill

increased in every month of FY21. Till the end of 11 months of FY21, the
current account was surplus with $153m but June posted a huge deficit
and the year at 0.6pc current account deficit of GDP.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has also approved new funds
for its member countries, including Pakistan, to help them combat chal-
lenges arising from the Covid-19 pandemic and put the global economy
on a sustainable growth path. Under the new allocations, Pakistan received
$2.8 billion, which lifted the country’s foreign currency reserves to a new
record high of over $20 billion. Besides, the inflows have not only improved
the country’s capacity to make payments for imports and repay foreign
debt, but will also help arrest rupee depreciation against the US dollar and
other major currencies. The foreign currency reserves have been on the
rise for the past two years due to robust inflows of worker remittances, im-
provement in export earnings and growth in investment by non-resident
Pakistanis through the Roshan Digital Account (RDA).

Two years ago, Pakistan’s economy was in recession mode but now it
has come out of the stabilization phase and entered the growth phase. A
few months ago, Pakistan’s GDP growth rate was projected at 2pc but it
grew at 4pc in the previous year while in the current year it is projected to
grow at 4-5pc. According to the State Bank of Pakistan, Pakistan’s econ-
omy has completed the stabilisation phase successfully and now it has en-
tered the growth phase which is evident from the fact that the economy is
now growing at over 4pc.

The widening current account deficit has been a major concern for
many experts but the government believes it is sustainable. The revised
Special Drawing Rights (SDR) of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
will help boost net international reserves, a key metric that takes into ac-
count reserve-related liabilities as well. The IMF allocation could not have
come at a better time for Pakistan that is seeking higher economic growth
in the ongoing fiscal year.

Despite the positives, inflation remains the biggest challenge to the gov-
ernment and people, mainly because of higher food prices, role of middle-
men and imported inflation. The government should provide subsidies to
people on food for a short-term solution and focus on agriculture develop-
ment for a permanent solution to the problem, which has troubled them the
most in the present government.
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The real enemy of the present gov-
ernment is inflation. The ruling Pak-
istan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) may
claim victories in many fields but
unless it defeats the demon of ris-
ing prices, it will continue to lose
popular appeal and have a difficult
time winning the next elections.

Not surprisingly, the opposition
parties are ganging up, saying that
the government has failed and the
economy is headed in the wrong di-
rection with inflation out of control.
They recently announced that they
would restart their anti-government
campaign on the plank of the price
spiral, something they feel is closer
to the heart of the Pakistani people,
thereby unleashing a movement
that finds more traction with the
public in general.

According to some experts, the
unplanned pandemic outlays, thoughtless real estate amnesty pumping
black money into the system, wrong monetary decisions combined with
unorganised taxation drives will trigger a new round of uncontrollable in-
flation. The point is that the opposition is trying to hit where it hurts. It is
true that prices have constantly risen over the last three years, upsetting
the budget of the average household. So people are naturally perturbed
and want the government to take decisive action to arrest the price rise.

On the face of it, the Imran Khan government is secure in the seat of
power but the price hike is its Achilles' heel. According to political analysts,
with the next elections in Pakistan two years ahead the government needs
to be more cognizant of the ills of an ever-prevailing high inflation and,
therefore, needs to act with more urgency to improve the situation.

Inflation is a big headache for most governments around the globe and
many regimes in the past have fallen under its rising burden. A dispassion-
ate analysis of the current situation shows that a significant portion of the
inflation in Pakistan is driven by external factors. Inflation seeps into the
Pakistani economy through poorly selected imports compounded by cur-
rency devaluations. Due to the new rupee-dollar parity, all imported items
have become more expensive – both raw materials and finished goods.
This is what in the main is fuelling inflation.

In our situation, non-economic factors are also at work pushing the
prices up. There are hoarders, smugglers, black marketeers and price
sharks galore, who manipulate supplies and inflate the prices to loot the
consumer. Over the last one year and a half, the raging pandemic has
worsened the situation. Industries have remained closed and production
has dwindled all around. This has created shortages and jacked up the
prices of all commodities. So, it will be wrong to put the entire blame for

the price hike on the government alone.
We must not overlook the fact that the on-going COVID-19 crisis exac-

erbated due to the new Delta variant of the coronavirus is also a big hin-
drance in the way of all governments trying to turn their economies around.
Regarding the measures to contain inflation, the question is how to finance
rising expensive imports while banking on printing money to ease the sit-
uation. As it is, the current policies fuel inflation, which if not reined in now,
may take the form of stagflation which has ravaged many economies in
the West.

By the way, the current inflationary pressures in Pakistan are not tran-
sitory, as some people erroneously think. We must keep it in mind that
whereas some people discuss the effects of inflation on the consumer
index, another likely direction may be the prospect of a market meltdown,
possibly a new depression/slowdown in which the true villain turns out to
be the present obsession with shoring up asset and commodity prices.

A recent study says that sometimes anti-inflationary measures do not
succeed due to radically changing market and regulatory conditions. The
2008 financial crisis in the US showed that measures taken with the intent
of avoiding a depression led to the feared depression. As things stand
today, with COVID-19 still creating havoc and climate change having dis-
astrous effects, governments of developing economies are on the horns
of a dilemma. In other words, they need to ensure that while pushing for
growth and job creation at home they are not indirectly stoking inflation in
their own economies by shoring up asset and commodity prices through
quantitative easing. In our case, the growth strategy should be so devised
that it also absorbs inflationary pressure. A sure way of keeping inflation
in check is to increase the productive capacity of both industry and agri-
culture.

Economics

Asim Nisar Chaudhry

Fighting inflation: 
An uphill task
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There is a consensus of opinion among experts
that Pakistan’s economy has immense potential
for growth which needs to be utilised in a more or-
ganised manner than has been the case so far.

Pakistan is the fifth most populous nation, rich
in mineral and other resources, geographically
well-positioned and has a 990km hot water coast-
line. But despite these natural endowments, we
have not progressed as much as other nations.
Pakistan ranked a low 129th amongst 193 UN
member states in the 2021 Sustainable Develop-
ment Report, slipping 14 steps in five years since
2016. Currently, 8.5 million people are unem-
ployed and around 40 per cent live below the
poverty line, which is evidence of our poor eco-
nomic performance.

Many reasons are cited for our failure to
achieve the optimum growth level. These include
weak state institutions, rampant corruption, a cul-
ture of patronage, a faulty legal framework, incom-
petent political and corporate leadership and absence of a stable and
consistent economic policy framework.

Successive political governments failed to turn around the economy. Each
left the economy in a worse shape than it had inherited. All three major political
parties — the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) -- have broadly similar
positions on the economy though they have approached the problems from
their narrow party angles. They are all committed to a market-based economy
for capital formation and promise to limit the government’s role to guarantee
a level playing field in a conducive business environment. They also pledge
to ensure rule-based governance and achieve distributive justice and envi-
ronmental sustainability. But in practical terms, the performance of all previous
governments has been below par. The PTI government has taken some social
welfare steps to help the weaker sections of society but the final score-card is
still awaited at the end of its five-year term.

Available figures indicate very low levels of investment in both physical
and human capital by businesses despite earning high profits. The 1990
PML-N government relaxed the rules for transferring foreign exchange
abroad that continue to date, meaning national wealth continues to fly
abroad. Besides, as recent sugar and other scandals showed, various
mafias control and manipulate output and prices for reaping monopoly
profits and evading taxes.

Pakistan’s economic problems are structural in nature and impact. A
serious fault has been the inability of economic mangers to understand
market fundamentals. It is no secret that Pakistani businesses can’t access
huge markets next door, while the sources of imports move within a narrow
range. As such, our industries are not competitive, make low profits and
do not invest in technology or innovation.

Until our policies become market-oriented, our economic growth will
remain sluggish. Political instability and the failure of state institutions to

develop a consensus on fundamental reforms of the governance system
and the economy are other factors impeding economic growth. Double-
digit growth in India and China were unimaginable 40 years back. It was
only when they finally embraced the market economy and opened up for
international trade, the pace of development gained momentum. Pak-
istan’s economy too has to break free of the political shackles for the sake
of the future of the teeming millions, according to a leading expert.

At the same time, tax policy needs to be revamped. Under the present
system, the powers of tax collection, investigation, prosecution and adju-
dication are all centered in the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). It is a re-
gressive regime and breeds corruption and sloth.

There are several other factors, such as the absence of long-term na-
tional planning, fragmented decision-making, outdated regulatory environ-
ment, a civil service that mistrusts business, gross mismanagement of
agriculture and knee-jerk changes in policies for short-term revenue ob-
jectives that distort the economic picture. On the one hand, fragmentation
of authority between the federation and provinces and between various
federal ministries, on the other, have created new complexities and slowed
down decision-making. Investment, especially in new sectors, has been
thwarted by lack of policy consistency. Hence, exports have suffered from
low value-addition. Over half of our exports are in categories for which
global demand is declining. Weak economic diplomacy and lack of free
trade agreements stand in the way of export growth.

The neglect of agriculture has also damaged our economic growth po-
tential and prospects. With Pakistan now a net importer of food, the mis-
management of agriculture has become a matter of food security and
unbearable inflation. Textile, the major export sector, is also denied ade-
quate supply of cotton — its principal input. Needless to say, without ad-
dressing the fundamental flaws, our economy will remain moribund and
sluggish, resulting in low GDP growth and wide-spread unemployment.

Asim Nisar Chaudhry

Economics

Pakistan’s unused 
economic potential
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Education

Rasheed Ali

Balochistan’s 100 ‘real,
functional’ schools

Balochistan, “the land of ghost schools and teachers,” has announced
the opening of 100 new middle schools, and allocated Rs1,500 million
in the annual budget 2021-22 for the initiative.

The opening sentence, especially the part in the inverted commas,
should not offend anyone, as there is no finger-pointing in it at all. Few
years ago, a minister had admitted on the floor of the provincial assembly
that there was no record of 15,000 teachers, and 900 schools. Abdul
Rahim Ziaratwal, the education minister in 2016, had made a startling
revelation in the assembly that at least 900 “ghost” schools had been de-
tected with 300,000 fake registrations of students, and out of 60,000,
15,000 teachers’ records could not be found.

In 2017, the Balochistan education authorities again admitted the
presence of approximately 10,000 ghost teachers, and those attending
schools casually. In 2018, Balochistan Education Secretary Tayyab Lehri
told the media that at least 1,800 state-run primary, middle and high
schools in the province had been found non-functional. He claimed sus-
pending 179 teachers, ordering inquiries against 97 and issuing show-
cause notices to 82 others, though the size and gravity of the crisis
needed a bigger crackdown.

Abdul Saboor Kakar, a provincial education secretary in the past
years, had told the media that funding had been stopped to some 650
ghost schools and 450 teachers were sacked, who had never taught at
any school, but were drawing their salaries regularly. In the succeeding
years, what happened to the remaining ghost schools and teachers is
not known. At least, the mainstream print media did not provide any detail
of catching the remaining ghost teachers and identifying other ghost
schools.

This year, the provincial government has announced the establish-
ment of 100 new middle schools. How many of the new schools will be
functional, is anybody’s guess.

Coming back to the budgetary allocations for the financial year 2021-
22, the provincial government has decided to upgrade 198 more schools
in the province. The allocation would be aimed at improving the sector
with the provision of quality furniture, sports, computer labs, science
equipment and other basic facilities to public sector schools in far-flung
areas of the province. According to official reports, there are at least
2,200 schools in the province which are functioning without any shelter,
and 5,000 primary schools are being run by single teachers. According
to official data, Balochistan has some 12,500 government schools, but
more than one third of the primary school age children are out of school,
while 42% of the population aged 10 and above is illiterate, according to
the ‘Education for All’ review report.

In February 2021, Balochistan Minister for Education Yar Mohammad
Rind admitted that there was an acute shortage of teachers in the
province. After giving away appointment letters to 388 male and female
teachers at a ceremony, he also promised elimination of ghost teachers
and employees from the Education Department. Through his pledge, he
once again endorsed in the beginning of this year that the issue of ghost

schools and teachers still persists despite the passage of at least one
decade.

Another related development occurring in the third week of June
2021, was the resignation of the education minister. No new education
minister has been appointed, showing the importance the provincial gov-
ernment attaches to the education sector.

However, to meet the “acute shortage” of teachers in the province,
the government appointed 6,592 staff to the Education Department. Ac-
cording to official documents, the government approved regularisation
of 1,493 GPE (Global Partnership for Education) teachers and creation
of around 2,349 new posts.

In the financial year 2021-22, Rs8.463 billion has been allocated for
the development of primary and secondary education and Rs53.256 bil-
lion for its non-developmental expenditures.

Balochistan Finance Minister Mir Zahoor Baledi, in his budgetary
speech in the house on June 18, said that in the context of Article 25-A
and SDG-4 of the Constitution, a huge amount of Rs1,500 million had
been allocated under the “Read Balochistan, grow Balochistan” initiative.
During the financial year 2020-21, Rs3.542 billion had been released for
197 different projects for the construction of new schools in remote areas
of the province. The finance minister announced that in the financial year
2021-22, it had been decided that 198 schools would be built and up-
graded and 35 girls high schools were being upgraded.

The budget speech, however, brought good news to the higher edu-
cation sector: an increase in the annual grant of universities from Rs1.50
billion to Rs2.50 billion. Also, over Rs97 million were allocated for the
construction of a new boys college in Jiwani tehsil of Gwadar district.
The finance bill said that Rs937 million were being utilised by girls col-
leges under the provisions of various facilities including clean drinking
water, construction of washrooms and other facilities.

However, bad news was that no allocation was made in the federal
or Balochistan provincial budget for the establishment of the much-touted
University of Gwadar. The harbour city is expected to be South East
Asia’s new hub for trade, tourism and investment with an economy of
$30 billion by 2050, as per Gwadar’s master plan. In comparison, Iran’s
Chabahar area, often seen as Gwadar’s rival, has two universities.

The construction of a modern university in Gwadar was first an-
nounced in May 2017 by the then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif as part
of a development package for the port city. It was included in the federal
public sector development programme in 2016-2017 and 2017-18. Later,
in November 2018, a charter for the university was vetted by the Higher
Education Commission and a bill for the establishment of the university
was passed by the Balochistan Assembly. According to HEC official
sources, the federal government had approved Rs1b for the establish-
ment of the university in 2018, and a piece of land measuring 500 acres
was allotted in September 2018. However, the project was apparently
shelved later, and even in the 2021-22 financial year, no allocation was
made for the very important higher education project.
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Violence

Faheem Amir

A degenerating society

Pakistani society is degenerating rapidly. Every segment of society
is becoming extremely unethical, corrupt, violent and callous. Unfor-
tunately, the country’s law has failed to serve and protect the people.
The poor and helpless people, including women, children, and mem-
bers of minorities, are being exploited, tortured, abused, harassed,
and killed without any fear and remorse.

Hardly a day goes by without news of another shocking rape case
in which women, boys, girls and little children fall prey to a nauseating
lust of a criminal or mental deviant. The cases of women’s harass-
ment are increasing. Tragically, even animals are not safe from the
barbarity of the wicked and mentally-ill people in Pakistan.

A case has been registered against five men for allegedly raping
and killing a goat in Okara on July 28. According to the police report,
five men untied Azhar Hussain’s goat and took it to a nearby com-
pound where they raped, tortured and killed the animal. The medical
report has confirmed that the goat was raped before it was killed.

On the same day, a six-year old girl was kidnapped, raped and killed
in Korangi, Karachi. According to the preliminary medical report, the girl
was raped and tortured before being murdered and then thrown in a
garbage dump. Eyewitnesses told the police a rickshaw driver had left the
girl’s body there.

On July 20, Noor Mukadam, daughter of former Pakistani diplomat
Shaukat Mukadam, was allegedly raped, tortured and beheaded by Zahir
Zakir Jaffer, son of a business tycoon, at his residence in Islamabad's up-
scale Sector F-7/4. According to the accused, Noor Mukaddam was be-
traying him. “I stopped her after knowing about her betrayal but she denied
which made me angry,” Zahir Jaffar said. It is also reported that the parents
of the accused and the security guards hid the incident for three hours.

On July 10, the police arrested a man, Qalbe Abbas, who killed his wife
for refusing to “entertain” his friends, Bakhtiyar and Abdus Samad, in
Karachi. According to Quaidabad police investigation officer Zakirullah,
“M.'s husband Qalbe Abbas used to torture her and forced her into pros-
titution.” Abbas, in his confessional statement, told the police that she was
first kidnapped by a taxi driver, Ameer, who took her to his house. Later,
Ameer's wife sold her to Fatima, mother of Abbas, for Rs20,000. After
some time, Fatima married her off to her son who used to torture her and
would force her to have illicit relations with his friends. The investigation
officer said that on the night between June 23 and 24, Abbas came home
along with his friends, Bakhtiyar and Abdus Samad. They were drunk.
Abbas forced her to entertain his friends but she refused, to which they
tortured and stabbed her. They tied her hands and feet, threw acid on her
face and dumped her body at a deserted place.

On August 15, the Lahore police arrested Model Nayab’s stepbrother,
Aslam, for allegedly killing her for honour. According to the police, the
model’s stepbrother, Aslam, has confessed that he first strangled her and
then stripped her body to mislead the police and pose that it was a rape-
cum-murder case. Another woman, a mother of three, was allegedly shot
dead by her brother for “honour” in Lahore a few weeks ago. Mayra Zul-
fiqar, a 24-year-old law graduate of Pakistani origin, who was a Belgian
national, was found dead at her flat with bullet wounds in May.

According to police statistics, at least 6,277 cases of honour killings

have been reported in Punjab alone between 2011 and 2020. There are
also many cases of violence, assaults and harassment against women. A
female TikToker, Ayesha Akram, was assaulted, harassed and stripped by
400 men on Independence Day in Lahore. An FIR has been registered
against the accused. The videos of the attack show the men are tossing
her into the air. Some men are tearing her clothes. The videos are shock-
ing which created deep resentment among the people.

On the same day, another young woman faced harassment in Lahore.
A video shows two girls along with a child sitting on the back seat of a mo-
torcycle-rickshaw that was stuck in a traffic jam as people were celebrating
Independence Day. A man suddenly jumped onto the rickshaw and forcibly
kissed one of the girls, while other people enjoyed the scene. Tragically,
there was not even a single person who could try to stop the idiot.

In spite of arresting the accused, law-enforcement authorities indulge
in gender bias as displayed by the Lahore city police chief in the Lahore-
Sialkot Motorway rape case in 2020. In our patriarchal society, a woman
is considered a creature who “entices” or “provokes” men. This approach
should be changed.

A newspaper writes: “In the Aug 14 incident, a number of arrests have
been made, with the government vowing that more suspects will be taken
into custody. One hopes the perpetrators meted out the exemplary pun-
ishment they deserve. However, nothing will change in the long run. This
country will remain unsafe for women, and gender-based violence will
continue to be massively underreported because victims do not want to
risk being pilloried in the court of public opinion. Pakistani society has a
problem; it needs to acknowledge it. But there are also many who are
outraged and sickened by what they see around them. Their voices must
be heeded, and the state should take the lead in changing a deeply
misogynistic narrative”.

Women should be considered equal citizens of the state, who have rights
under the Constitution and severe punishment should be given to those who
indulge in rapes, harassment and violence against women and children. The
state should educate people about the rights of women through the media.
Without observing ethics, law and morality, no society can sustain. Pakistani
society should adhere to the principles if it wants to flourish. Otherwise, there
would be a real chaotic situation in the coming days.
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On August 26, two suicide bombers killed 72 Afghans and 13 members
of the US military at Kabul airport amid evacuation efforts. The Islamic
State in Khorasan Province (ISKP), the Afghanistan affiliate of ISIL
(ISIS), claimed responsibility for the brutal attack and thus put itself in
the international media spotlight.

Although foreign media started paying attention to this group only
now, ISKP has been terrorising Afghans since 2015 and it will continue
to do so after the withdrawal of US troops. There are two aspects of this
attack that need to be considered. First, ISKP attacked the airport pri-
marily to discredit its rival, the Taliban, in yet another escalation of the
larger conflict between Sunni extremist armed groups. Second, ISKP
made it clear that the Taliban will find it hard to keep its promises to en-
sure the safety and security of civilians, especially women and minorities
under its rule.

The emergence of ISIL, the umbrella organisation that includes ISKP,
has often been attributed to sectarian dynamics and Sunni-Shia conflicts
from the Arab world to Afghanistan and Pakistan. The problem with
blaming violent conflict in this region on tensions between the two sects
is that it ignores how the armed group has had a long, bloody legacy of
stoking intra-Sunni conflict. ISIL was formed by defectors from al-Qaeda
in 2014 in Syria who then attacked their parent organisation and its Syr-
ian affiliate, Jabhat al-Nusra. ISKP was formed primarily by defectors
from the Taliban in both Afghanistan and Pakistan in 2015, who then
went on to attack the Afghan branch. In both cases, the defectors con-
sidered their former organisations not extreme enough or not committed
enough to attack fellow Sunnis, who they considered deviants, or Shia
Muslims.

Essentially the conflict between ISIL and its affiliates on one hand,
and al-Qaeda and the Taliban on the other, represents an oft-ignored
intra-Sunni conflict among extremist groups. Both Syria and Afghanistan
are zones of insecurity that have allowed the formation of multiple ex-
tremist non-state actors, essentially religious warlords. Since these non-
state actors are so close ideologically, their legitimacy is threatened as
long as the other rival exists, and thus must be eliminated immediately.
Defeating their violent competitors delivers the benefits of monopolising
the jihadist narrative as well as gaining new recruits.

This is the conflict ISKP is gearing up for with the Taliban, as the US
withdraws. While ISKP numbers have dwindled to 2,000, it can still chal-
lenge the legitimacy of the estimated 60,000-strong Taliban. With its
forces spread thin across Afghanistan, the Taliban would be particularly
vulnerable to violent terror tactics by its splinter. The roots of the Taliban
in both Afghanistan and Pakistan can be traced to the austere Deobandi
school, a South Asian Islamist revivalist movement. In the 1980s, the
Sipah-e-Sahaba organisation formed in Pakistan, breaking away from
the main Deobandi movement, to focus primarily on an anti-Shia plat-
form. Another group known as Lashkar-e-Jhangvi split from this group
in the 1990s, claiming its parent group had deviated from the original
anti-Shia platform. Defectors from this group would later join IKSP, at-
tracted by its more brutal anti-Shia campaign.

The brunt of the violence by these groups has been borne by the
Hazara, a Shia ethnic minority group, living in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
The community has been historically victimised by different Afghan
rulers, most famously by Abdurrahman Khan who sought to completely
eradicate it in the 1890s. A century later this community endured vio-
lence by the Taliban as it sought to establish its rule over Afghanistan.
In 1998, the armed group massacred thousands of Hazaras in Mazar-i-
Sharif in retribution for the killing of its fighters following a failed attempt
to capture the city the year before.

After ISKP emerged, the Hazara community became one of its main
targets. Some of its most brazen attacks include a May 2020 massacre
at a maternity hospital in a majority Shia Muslim district of Kabul, killing
more than 20 people, including newborn babies and mothers. A year
later, in May 2021, it launched an attack at a school in the same district,
killing at least 90 people, most of them schoolgirls. Calling this a “sec-
tarian conflict” would be inaccurate because that would suggest equality
between the two sides. It would also obfuscate the racism that along
with anti-Shia sentiment drives the attacks on the community, which has
long been wrongly considered “non-indigenous” to Afghanistan by other
ethnic groups.

This is also reflected in the fact that the US-backed Afghan govern-
ment never prioritised the safety of the Hazara and in fact, some of its
members were known to discriminate against the community. The Tal-
iban leaders have repeatedly said the rights of minorities and women
will be protected. However, whether the leaders can keep their own
fighters under control and discipline them when they break their orders
remains to be seen. What is certain is that the Taliban will find it ex-
tremely difficult to rein in ISKP and eliminate its appeal among more ex-
treme elements of the Afghan society and its own ranks.

As for the US, the bloody attack on August 26 will compel the Biden
administration to retaliate, which would ultimately complicate the plans
for a full military withdrawal and potentially even harm relations with the
Taliban itself. 

Terrorism

Ibrahim Al-Marashi

The threat of ISKP in Afghanistan
has been underestimated
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As Afghanistan continues to be in the spotlight of interna-
tional media after the Taliban takeover of Kabul, familiar
tropes are being regurgitated by the usual suspects. The
“graveyard of empires” – is there a more used and abused
orientalist trope? – is a favourite reference in analyses and
commentaries, as if Afghanistan, like other places, has not
been conquered and ruled by foreign forces countless
times in history.

Questions and doubts abound about whether Afghans
are “fit” for the trappings of civilised society, as if these trap-
pings are reserved only for western nations or whether as
“noble savages” they were well-intentioned but just too weak
or naïve to fight for and preserve what was given to them.

But as the western narrative focuses on Afghans and
their supposed “failures”, few have reflected on what the
events in Afghanistan say about America, the retreating su-
perpower, and its increasing inability to decide global mat-
ters. While watching Kabul fall to the Taliban, one was
reminded of a comment by former Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger – “it may be dangerous to be America’s enemy,
but to be America’s friend is fatal”.

The richest country with the most powerful military in the world spent
two trillion dollars, deployed as many as 775,000 military personnel since
the invasion in 2001, and trained, equipped and nation-built for two
decades. And when it decided to pull out, its Afghan allies surrendered
within a week. Is Afghanistan marking the end of the American century or
is it just a temporary blip in its world dominance? Indeed, there are other
similar moments in history where America has shown weakness. There is
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour that decimated the US Pacific fleet
in 1941, which was followed by the loss of the Philippines to invading
Japanese forces. But then the US rebuilt its navy and within three years
brought Japan to its knees.

There is also the 1973 war in which Egyptian and Syrian forces sup-
ported by the Soviet Union launched a surprise attack on territories occu-
pied by Israel. When the US started airlifting arms to its ally, Arab oil
producers reacted by imposing an oil embargo which badly hit the US
economy. But ten years later, it had minimised Soviet influence in the re-
gion and detached Egypt from the Arab nationalist bloc. Perhaps it is too
soon to declare the decline of the US, but the last two decades have
brought significant shifts in global geopolitical dynamics. As Indian-Amer-
ican political commentator Fareed Zakaria argued in his 2008 book The
Post-American World, “The fact that new powers are more strongly assert-
ing their interests is the reality of the post-American world.” Only, he un-
convincingly argued that the “rise of the rest” was the consequence of
other powers adopting US policy principles and ideas.

Looking back, America’s debut on the world stage was dramatic and
epoch-making. By 1913, it had become a major economic power, albeit
one with little interest in global matters. This would change with its inter-
vention in World War I on the side of the Allied Powers, ensuring their vic-
tory. After the end of World War II, it became clear that the US was
replacing the British Empire as a dominant power in much of the world.

And less than 50 years later, Washington stood victorious, as the Eastern
Bloc and the Soviet Union collapsed. As the US came to dominate the
globe, the order was morally underpinned by its belief in “manifest destiny”
and economically underpinned by the US dollar as the reserve currency
maintaining the massive gap between its economic might and its nearest
rivals and its control of the airways and oil supply lines.

This global order has unravelled mostly at the hands of the US itself.
Its moral dimension started to come apart, when the US invaded Iraq in
2003, not only disregarding the United Nations but also propagating lies
about Saddam Hussein’s regime possessing Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion. The credibility of the economic order was in turn damaged by the
great recession of 2008, when major US financial institutions collapsed
one after the other.

All of this coincided with the resurgence of Russia and emergence of
China as the global economic powerhouse. In the 2010s, signs of the in-
ternal socio-political crisis America was going through also started to
emerge, reflected in the rise of Trumpism, the growing racial injustice that
triggered the Black Lives Matter movement and the near-collapse of the
health system amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

Viewing the humiliating withdrawal from Afghanistan within this larger
context, one can say that the century of American dominance may well be
coming to an end. That, of course, does not mean that the US has become
irrelevant. Historically, empires in decline – like the Ottoman in the 19th
century and the Russian in the late 19th and early 20th century – have
continued to wield imperial power and dominate world events.

The US remains the world’s biggest military power. The size and sway
of its economy remains formidable. What has changed, however, is its ap-
petite for direct and indirect conflict to maintain its power. Its allies – in
Afghanistan and elsewhere – are the first to feel this growing American
aversion to global dominance.

Zalan Khan

Taliban

Does Afghanistan mark the
end of American Empire?
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Four years ago, the Myanmar military launched a cam-
paign of violence against the Rohingya, a mostly Mus-
lim minority. Under the banner of a “clearance
operation”, Rohingya communities were attacked, Ro-
hingya women were abused and raped, and men,
women and children were ruthlessly killed.

Soon after the brutal military campaign against the
Rohingya started, Human Rights Watch reported that
at least 200 Rohingya villages were destroyed and
burned by the military, and an estimated 13,000 Ro-
hingya were killed.

Today, more than 890,000 Rohingya refugees are
sheltering in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar region: the
biggest cluster of refugee camps in the world. Some
92,000 Rohingya refugees reside in Thailand, 21,000
in India, and 102,000 in Malaysia. The Rohingya also
make up a portion of Myanmar’s 576,000 internally
displaced persons (IDPs). As we mark the fourth year
since the events of August 2017, it is important to re-
member that the suffering of the Rohingya has not
ended. The community continues to face various
forms of violence and tragic death due to their forced
displacement. Many suffer under horrendous living conditions at refugee
and IDP camps, some have drowned in an attempt to escape and find
shelter in other countries. Local authorities at host countries have also
sometimes been responsible for the victimisation of Rohingya refugees,
with Bangladesh, for example, moving tens of thousands of them to
Bhasan Char, a remote island in the Bay of Bengal, where camps are un-
livable.

While the US government has paid some attention to the military coup
in Myanmar, condemned it and issued sanctions, it has done little to ad-
dress the violence against the Rohingya. The State Department is yet to
declare the human rights abuses and mass atrocities against the Rohingya
a genocide, despite clear and mounting evidence of the crime.

It is important to note that, even before the August 2017 violence, the
Rohingya suffered from extreme forms of discrimination, notably being de-
nied citizenship under Myanmar’s Citizenship Law and being segregated
from other civilians to create “Muslims-free” spaces. These targeted cam-
paigns and systematic violence by the military resulted in the Gambia filing
a case against Myanmar at the International Court of Justice. There is
ample evidence that genocide is being committed against the Rohingya,
and it is past time that the US names it as such.

Now more than ever, a genocide declaration is necessary as the Myan-
mar military cracks down on civilian dissent amid an ever-growing death
toll and continuing atrocities against the nation’s ethnic minorities. In Au-

gust alone, the military has indiscriminately shot ethnic Chin civilians,
shelled villages in Shan state, and attacked clinics and health centres amid
the COVID-19 crisis. Refusing to call the crimes of the Myanmar military
what they are allows the regime to continue undisturbed its campaign of
violence across the country.

A report published in 2002 by the Shan Human Rights Foundation and
Shan Women’s Action Network detailed the extent to which the military
raped and committed sexual violence against women from 1996 to 2001.
Because no serious international action was taken following these crimes,
this same targeted and systematic abuse occurred again in 2017 against
Rohingya women. The lack of serious international action on the junta’s
crimes against the Rohingya has only emboldened it and worsened con-
ditions for all ethnic minorities. As we mark the fourth anniversary of the
August 2017 violence, the US government must reflect on its failure to
name the crimes of the Myanmar military a genocide and take action. A
genocide declaration could spring the international community to action
and help protect the rights of Myanmar’s ethnic minorities and its demo-
cratic development.

As a refugee from Myanmar, I call on the international community and
the US to recognise the violence against the Rohingya as a genocide.
While simply naming the crime will not bring immediate peace and justice,
acknowledging what happened four years ago is a step closer to holding
the Myanmar military accountable and putting a stop to further human
rights violations.

Opinion

Myra Dahgaypaw

It is past time to call 
the violence against 
Rohingya genocide
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Fahd Humayun

The Taliban’s dramatic takeover of Kabul has thrown the future of the US
commitments to Afghanistan, as well as its broader relationship to the re-
gion, into doubt. Questions now loom about Washington’s continued in-
vestment in the neighbourhood and in particular the extent of its
commitment to Afghanistan’s women and minorities, who face an uncertain
future under a fast-changing political reality.

As the Taliban swept through Afghanistan in less than a week, state-
ments from the Biden administration suggested dismay as well as frustration
at the inability of the former Afghan government to hold its own against the
Taliban. In the coming days, some of this frustration will undoubtedly be di-
rected at former front-line ally, Pakistan’s security establishment, which many
in the US see as sharing at least some of the blame for Washington’s failures
in Afghanistan and the Taliban’s ability to ride out a war of attrition against
the numerically superior and better equipped Afghan security forces.

While there has still been no direct contact between the Biden admin-
istration and Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan since January, well be-
fore the collapse of Afghanistan’s military, officials on both sides had been
working together for months to try and expedite an intra-Afghan peace ac-
cord. There have also been quieter attempts away from the limelight to
better the bilateral substance of the Pakistan-US relationship in recent
months. Since the Taliban’s takeover, Pakistani officials have also said
they will not recognise a Taliban government until a regional and interna-
tional consensus on Afghanistan’s future is established.

But with Afghanistan now bracing for a difficult political transition that
many in the US will likely see as a reminder of the strategic futility of a 20-
year-old combat mission, it will not be easy for policymakers in Islamabad
to convince the Biden administration of the necessity of an enduring bilat-
eral partnership.

This does not bode well for regional stability, not least because
Afghanistan’s current moment of political transition necessitates deeper
rather than reduced Pakistan-US cooperation on the following four ac-
counts. First, despite the Taliban’s largely nonviolent takeover in Kabul, an
orderly transition to an inclusive Afghan government under the Taliban,
which does not exclude any political factions and upholds its counter-terror
commitments, is still to be guaranteed. While most countries with skin in
the game have held that a final settlement needs to be Afghan-owned and
led, few players in the region have expressed the importance of this as
frequently as Pakistan. Fewer still have equity and pull with nearly all of
Afghanistan’s many political factions.

Furthermore, the US and Pakistan, along with China and Russia, sat
together in the “Extended Troika” in Doha only weeks ago to consider
plans put forward by Afghanistan’s High Council for National Reconcilia-
tion. The Council’s head, Abdullah Abdullah – along with Hamid Karzai
and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar – is one of several key political actors who will
be negotiating with the Taliban in the coming days. Furthermore, the Troika
collectively agreed that an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned process was the
only way forward for lasting peace and stability in Afghanistan, and also
made clear to the Taliban their expectation that the group would fulfil its

counterterrorism commitments, including preventing violent groups and in-
dividuals from using Afghan soil to threaten the security of other states.
This contractual consensus offers a blueprint that can guide the continued
engagement of key regional players with an inclusive transitional govern-
ment, to ensure that political negotiations between the Taliban and other
factions do not end in an impasse –  or worse – a descent into violence.

Second, any cutback in Pakistan-US coordination in the coming months
could provide a boon to hardline groups such as al-Qaeda, the ISIL (ISIS)
group and the Pakistan Taliban or the Tehreek-e-Taliban (TTP) in eastern
Afghanistan that may try to use the Taliban’s routing of Afghan security
forces, and the accompanying transition more generally, to regroup, foster
instability, and launch attacks on civilian targets. While al-Qaeda remains
a threat to US interests globally, it was also responsible for mid-wifing a
TTP reunification in 2019 which has since reinvigorated its attacks against
the Pakistani state. While the Taliban turns its attention to power-sharing
at the centre, the security vacuum outside Kabul, and in eastern
Afghanistan in particular, will remain susceptible to terrorist exploitation
until a viable political dispensation in Kabul is able to consolidate control
across the country. With the US loss of a political and security partner gov-
ernment in Kabul, the CIA’s reliance on Pakistan’s security establishment
for surveillance and intelligence through its embassy in Islamabad, which
remains one of the largest in the world, may well increase. This is not an
outrageous proposition, given that intelligence sharing and counterterror
cooperation between the US and Pakistan has been extremely successful
in going after and eliminating the TTP and al-Qaeda leadership in the Pak-
istan-Afghanistan borderland in recent years.

Third, Pakistan’s diplomats and legislators, along with stakeholders
from Turkey, Qatar and China, can send clear messages to Afghanistan’s
new political power-brokers about vital prerequisites for international
recognition and international assistance, in the absence of which a less
moderate Taliban-led government can be denied external legitimacy. In
particular, the constitutional rights that have been afforded to Afghanistan’s
women and minorities in the last 20 years can still be upheld but will require
the international community to deftly get the Taliban to agree to a set of
obligations and arrangements to abide by. 

Diplomacy

US-Pakistan cooperation
is more necessary today
than ever before



September 1-15, 202122

Climate

Karim Elgendy

Burning forests and burning
coal: Turkey’s climate conundrum

The forest fires that raged across the Mediterranean have brought levels
of devastation to the Southern coast of Turkey not seen in decades. With
almost 300 blazes and a total scorched area that is nine times the average
of previous years, the blazes initially overwhelmed Turkish firefighters,
and offers of support came flooding in from near and far.

The heavy toll on local communities was evident to all. Eight lives were
lost and tens of thousands were evacuated as the flames approached vil-
lages and cities in Antalya, Mu�la, Ayd�n, Isparta and Denizli. The eco-
nomic impact on the tourism industry in places such as Manavgat,
Marmaris and Bodrum only exacerbated the damages inflicted on this
coastal paradise by the COVID-19 pandemic and global travel restric-
tions.

The environmental losses were no less heart-rending. In addition to
the death of thousands of farm animals and countless trees, the delicate
ecosystems that developed around pine forests and olive groves were
also decimated. With the destruction of the habitats and ecosystem of the
pine honey bees in Mu�la, the bees may not return for decades. The con-
ditions that paved the way for these exceptional forest fires are all linked
to climate change. Average temperatures in the northeastern Mediter-
ranean have been rising steadily since the 1990s, opening the door for
increasingly harsh heatwaves. Indeed, the recent heatwave is considered
the hottest since the 1980s and featured Turkey’s highest temperature
since 1961. The severe drought caused by reduced rainfall in the south-
ern region of Turkey over the last two years has also left soils parched.

As the fires in the south of Turkey were extinguished, its north experi-
enced a different climate disaster. Intense rainfall in the flood-prone Black
Sea region led to flash floods and landslides that killed tens of people in
Kastamonu, Sinop and Bartin, left many unaccounted for, and destroyed
buildings and bridges.

With climate change raising temperatures, decreasing rainfall and in-
creasing rainfall variability around the Eastern Mediterranean, such heat-
waves are forecast to increase further, the fire season is predicted to
extend by two to six weeks, and the probability of intense rainfall events
is expected to increase. As a result, both wildfires and flooding are likely
to become more regular occurrences in Turkey.

Turkish officials are aware that their region is a climate change
hotspot, and that the agriculture and tourism sectors are on the climate
front line. The recent fires and flooding are likely to bring the issue into
sharper focus still, stressing the need for investing in adaptive capacity
and climate resilience. However, Turkey has no access to international
funding to support such investments. Despite having a GDP per capita
below the world average, and despite being responsible for just 0.6 per-
cent of historic carbon emissions, Turkey is not eligible for international
climate finance due to its designation as an economy in transition by the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
almost 30 years ago.

This UNFCCC designation lies at the heart of Turkey’s ongoing climate
conundrum. While countries with higher and comparable GDP per capita
such as Bahrain, China, Malaysia, Argentina and Chile all benefit from
climate funding, Turkey feels unfairly excluded. Yet it also feels the need
to contribute to global efforts against climate change and to transition to-
wards sustainable development.

In an attempt to resolve this dilemma, Turkey turned to self-funded cli-

mate actions that support its national priorities. It also signed the 2015
Paris Agreement, but decided to hold off its ratification as a bargaining
chip in a bid to unlock much-needed climate finance. Given its growing
energy demand, its dependence on energy imports and its renewable en-
ergy potential, Turkey’s chosen climate actions unsurprisingly focused on
energy, a sector where it has made impressive progress. In just over a
decade, Turkey increased the share of electricity generated using renew-
able energy sources such as hydropower, solar, wind and geothermal
from 17 percent to 46 percent. Not only did it achieve its 2023 renewable
energy target five years ahead of schedule but its combined solar, wind
and geothermal capacity has also tripled in a decade, and is expected to
grow by 10 percent every year until the end of the decade. Turkey is also
on track to slow down the growth of its energy consumption by 2023.

To place this in a regional context, Morocco and Saudi Arabia – the
two MENA countries with the most ambitious renewable energy targets
today – both aim to source more than half of their electricity from renew-
able sources by the end of this decade, while the United Arab Emirates
aims to source 44 percent of its electricity from renewables, but only by
the middle of the century. Yet, compared to its MENA neighbours, Turkey’s
renewable energy efforts are often overlooked. The fact that Turkey is on
track to meet its modest commitments under the Paris Agreement is usu-
ally dismissed by commentators, who instead point to its non-ratification
of the agreement. Similarly, its ambitious reforestation plans to grow
seven billion trees by 2023, and its successful Zero Waste Project hardly
get a mention outside of Turkey.

Such lack of recognition of Turkey’s environmental efforts is partly due
to its own actions. Its expansion of coal-powered electricity to replace im-
ported natural gas and its goal to become a natural gas hub for Europe-
bound exports, both appear to place geopolitics above the environment.
Continuing to explore for natural gas in the Black Sea and the Mediter-
ranean at a time when the cost of solar power in Turkey is among the low-
est in the world has also left many observers perplexed.

Turkey’s messaging on its energy transition in its local media has not
helped give it due credit either, as it focused on portraying its renewable
energy capacity as a means to support energy independence, rather than
clean sources that reduce carbon emissions. Yet time is not on Turkey’s
side, with its economic losses from climate impacts in 2017 already esti-
mated at $2b. Its dilemma is also about to get more complicated, as some
effects create vicious cycles that fan the flames of climate change. The
millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide emitted as smoke from the fires in
Turkey alone were comparable to the total annual emissions of Palestine,
while decreasing rainfall is also reducing electricity generation from hy-
dropower dams, leading to more fossil fuel.

Turkey could continue to go it alone, but to meet the climate chal-
lenge it needs all the support it could get, and all the partnerships it
could create. Turkey does not just need access to international finance
and better cooperation with the European Union, but it also needs better
collaboration with its Eastern Mediterranean neighbours who face the
same climate risks.

The recently formed East Mediterranean Gas Forum has demon-
strated that the conflict-ridden region could cooperate on issues of com-
mon benefit. This nucleus of collaboration could be expanded to a
partnership that addresses common climate challenges. 
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Your View

The abrupt withdrawal of the United States from Afghanistan has raised sev-

eral questions, especially in the minds of US taxpayers. They need to know

why their money is invested in controlling countries that have nothing to ben-

efit the American taxpayers and the economy.

Is it the US responsibility to save Western colonisation, and to stop the

spread of communism, anti-Semitism, racial inequality and religious intoler-

ance worldwide? Is the amount spent on foreign aid and wars justified in an

ailing economy marked by poor living standards, deteriorating healthcare

conditions, incompetent education system, and over a trillion dollar in budget

deficits? Where is the next pothole on the road to economic recovery, US

prosperity and US success in international relations? Where will be the next

US war — or a proxy war — that will last another 10-20 years? How much

will it cost? How will the US pay for it? What will be the damages to the econ-

omy and harm to US citizens? The questions are many, but the answers are

none.

Contrary to the reality, US officials have claimed that the goal of ensuring that

Afghanistan was no more a launching pad for international terrorism has

been achieved. Many people have correctly stated that the US could do

nothing but to “keep moving the goal post” in Afghanistan. According to some

estimates, the US lost over a trillion dollars and was left with 2,400 deaths

and over 22,500 injuries.

The US allies, too, lost hundreds of lives, and had thousands of injured. An

estimated 47,000 civilians died in Afghanistan as well, but the truth is that un-

accounted Afghan casualties are many times higher as the destruction

across Afghanistan and wreckage around the country is mind-boggling. As a

nation, the US lost the trust of its allies around the world. Pakistan, Turk-

menistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, among others, are facing humanitarian

and economic dilemma, while Nato allies are facing government changes

and citizen anger due to US actions.

Naturally, it will take years for the truth to surface. The current issue is how to

cope with the damage to the US economy, handle the situation in

Afghanistan and Iraq, and to rebuild the US image worldwide. Shall we wait

until the new government is established in Afghanistan, which will not be our

first choice? Shall we, as a nation, start the healing process and quick nor-

malisation in Afghanistan? Will the formation of some sort of US-Afghan rec-

onciliation commission help? The challenges the US faces in Afghanistan

are numerous and have been made complicated by the involvement of

China, Russia, Iran, Pakistan, India and the Central Asian Republics (CARs).

There are many questions in the domains of security and diplomacy that

have cropped up in the wake of the US debacle in Afghanistan. Internally, the

US democracy itself is in crisis, with racial discrimination and religious intoler-

ance being high, and the economy severely hit by the ongoing Covid pan-

demic. Considering the current US and international conditions, it is better for

the US to first focus on its internal issues and then look around the world.

Afghanistan, the Middle East, the South China Sea and other parts of the

globe can wait. First and foremost, the US needs a stable and strong econ-

omy that may be based on production and growth; not on war.

Dr Jamal H. Qadri

Arizona, US

US humiliation in Afghanistan
Pakistan is blessed with scenic sights that cannot even be enumerated.

Moving from down south to up north, the scenery changes amazingly

from plains and deserts to valleys and mountains. The accompanying

picture relates to one of those uncountable spots in the land. It is just

over a hundred kilometres from Gilgit city; a drive of about 5-6 hours.

The road up to the point is not perfect, but is good enough for the four-

wheelers, and goes right up to Chitral. The dirt road starts from Phan-

der. It is a backward area famous for its fish and castles. There are four

lakes in this small area, of which the Phander Lake is the largest, with

water coming directly from the glaciers. The valley is surrounded by

mountains from all sides; it is really like a diamond in the coalmine!

Imtinan Ali

Nagral, Gilgit

Nature at its best

This is with reference to the report “US freezes nearly $9.5b of Afghan

reserves to block Taliban access to funds”. Why are Islamic countries

hell-bent on depositing their wealth in Western, non-Muslim countries

that freeze their assets — or threaten to do that — on the flimsiest of

grounds. Not long ago, it was Libya, and now it is Afghanistan. The

United Kingdom is holding up massive Libyan funds, and now the US

action against Afghanistan has come even though the Americans

were responsible for bloodshed and mess over the last 20 years. It is

time the Afghans and the Muslim world at large switched from the US

dollar to the Chinese yuan for international trade and business. This

stealing of the money by the West must come to an end.

Angabeen Ahmad

Umm Quwain, UAE

US exploitation

With a looming civil war and the Taliban's growing control in

Afghanistan, the possibility of a mass exodus of civilians is becoming

increasingly high. Thousands of civilians are leaving their homes as

the conflict intensified. Already a large number of Afghans are living as

refugees in different countries, now they are again to take a high

weighted burden, especially Pakistan. But some countries, including

Germany and Turkey, have decided to deport all Afghans back to their

land and the same is being expected from Pakistan. Nearly 3 million of

Afghans are in Pakistan, out of which 1.4 million are settled in Karachi.

By such a large number of refugees, citizens of Pakistan are seen fac-

ing medicine shortage, poor healthcare and education etc.

If our government initiates the measure to deport the refugees, it will

be a praiseworthy step which would surely bring about a positive

change in the lifestyle and livelihood of people. In a nutshell, the wel-

fare of Pakistan must not be forgotten by the world.

Sameer Umrani

Karachi

Displaced Afghans
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How extreme heat from climate change
distorts human behavior

A weirdly warped planet-forming disk 
circles a distant trio of stars

Sujata Gupta Lisa Grossman
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On a sweltering sum-
mer afternoon almost a
decade ago, Meenu
Tewari was visiting a
weaving company in
Surat in western India.
Tewari, an urban plan-
ner, frequently makes
such visits to under-
stand how manufacturing companies operate. On that day, though, her
tour of the factory floor left her puzzled.

“There were no workers there … only machines,” says Tewari of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The missing employees
weren’t far away; they were resting in the shade under a nearby awning.
Scorching temperatures had been causing workers to make mistakes or
even faint near the dangerous machinery, Tewari’s guide told her. So the
company had mandated that workers come in earlier and leave later so
that they could rest during the midday heat. Physiologically, people’s bod-
ies aren’t built to handle heat beyond wet bulb temperatures — a com-
bined measure of heat and humidity — of around 35� Celsius, or about
95� Fahrenheit. Mounting evidence shows that when heat taxes people’s
bodies, their performance on various tasks, as well as overall coping
mechanisms, also suffer. Researchers have linked extreme heat to in-
creased aggression, lower cognitive ability and, as Tewari and colleagues
showed, lost productivity. With rising global temperatures, and record-
breaking heat waves baking parts of the world, the effects of extreme heat
on human behavior could pose a growing problem. And lower-income
people and countries, with limited resources to keep cool as climate
change warms the world, are likely to suffer the most, researchers say.
“The physiological effects of heat may be universal, but the way it mani-
fests … is highly unequal,” says economist R. Jisung Park of UCLA. 

In one of the most complex
cosmic dances astronomers
have yet spotted, three rings of
gas and dust circle a trio of
stars. The star system GW Ori-
onis, located about 1,300 light-
years away in the constellation
Orion, includes a pair of young
stars locked in a close do-si-do with a third star making loops around both.
Around all three stars is a broken-apart disk of dust and gas where planets
could one day form. Unlike the flat disk that gave rise to the planets in our
solar system, GW Orionis’ disk consists of three loops, with a warped middle
ring and an inner ring even more twisted at a jaunty angle to the other two.
The bizarre geometry of this system, the first known of its kind, is reported
in two recent studies by two groups of astronomers. But how GW Orionis
formed is a mystery, with the two teams providing competing ideas for the
triple-star-and-ring system’s birth. In a study in Science, astronomer Stefan
Kraus of the University of Exeter in England and colleagues suggest that
gravitational tugs and torques from the triple-star ballet tore apart and de-
formed the primordial disk. But in a study in the Astrophysical Journal Let-
ters, Jiaqing Bi of the University of Victoria in Canada and colleagues think
that a newborn planet is to blame. “The question is how do you actually form
such systems,” says theoretical physicist Giuseppe Lodato of the University
of Milan, who was not on either team. “There could be different mechanisms
that could do that.”
Astronomers have seen tilted disks of gas and dust around binary star sys-
tems, but not systems of more than two stars. Around half of the stars in the
galaxy have at least one stellar companion, and their planets often have
tilted orbits with respect to their stars, going around more like a jump rope
than a Hula-Hoop. That misalignment could originate with the disk in which
the planets were born: If the disk was askew, the planets would be too.
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The Biden Administration said that a widely used pesticide will be banned be-
cause it's been linked to neurological damage in children.
The new rule to block the use of chlorpyrifos on food will take effect in six
months, the Environmental Protection Agency said. "Today the EPA is taking
an overdue step to protect public health," EPA head Michael Regan said in an
agency news release. "Ending the use of chlorpyrifos on food will help to ensure
children, farmworkers, and all people are protected from the potentially dan-
gerous consequences of this pesticide."
Available since the mid-1960s and among the most widely used pesticides,
chlorpyrifos is routinely applied to corn, soybeans, apples, broccoli, asparagus
and other produce, The New York Times reported. In April, the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals told the EPA to stop agricultural use of the pesticide unless it
could demonstrate its safety. The court order gave the EPA a deadline of Aug.
20 to either prove that chlorpyrifos is harmless to children or to end its use on
food crops. "It is very unusual," Michal Freedhoff, EPA assistant administrator
for chemical safety and pollution prevention, said of the court's directive. "It
speaks to the impatience and the frustration that the courts and environmental
groups and farmworkers have with the agency."
"The court basically said, 'Enough is enough,'" Freedhoff told the Times. "Either
tell us that it's safe, and show your work, and if you can't, then revoke all toler-
ances." Several states have already banned chlorpyrifos, the Times said. Stud-
ies have linked exposure to the pesticide with lower birth weights, reduced IQs

and other developmental problems in children, and a wide range of groups
have long fought for a ban on chlorpyrifos, the Times reported. "It took far too
long, but children will no longer be eating food tainted with a pesticide that
causes intellectual learning disabilities," Patti Goldman, an attorney at Earth-
Justice, told the Times. "Chlorpyrifos will finally be out of our fruits and vegeta-
bles." Chlorpyrifos can still be used on golf courses, turf, utility poles and fence
posts as well as in cockroach bait and ant treatments, the Times reported.

Struggling with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) as a child is
heart-breaking enough, but now new research confirms what many have
long suspected: These patients will often continue to be plagued by ADHD
symptoms as adults.

Only about one in 10 kids with the disorder are likely to have a full and
lasting remission of their symptoms, according to new data gleaned from
tracking hundreds of kids for 16 years. The rest will have ADHD symptoms
fade in and out as they grow from children to teens to adults, said lead re-
searcher Margaret Sibley, an associate professor of psychiatry and behav-
ioral sciences at the University of Washington School of Medicine, in Seattle.

These new findings run counter to previous estimates that as many as
half of ADHD children could be expected to recover completely from the dis-
order, Sibley noted. "ADHD is sort of a waxing and waning or a dynamic,
fluctuating disorder, whereas previously we've historically thought about it
as something you either have or you don't have," Sibley said. Previous stud-
ies of ADHD tended to only reconnect with kids at one point in adulthood,
Sibley said. But in this new study, researchers touched base with a group of
558 children aged 8 to 16 every two years.

"This was a study uniquely positioned not only to see if ADHD went away,
but if it would go away long-term, multiple years in a row, and also if it would
come back," Sibley said. The new research also focused on symptoms of
ADHD, asking participants about specific problems like disorganization, im-
pulsivity, forgetfulness and lack of motivation. "Earlier studies didn't neces-
sarily look at whether someone still had ADHD-like tendencies, even if they
technically no longer met criteria" for a diagnosis of ADHD, Sibley said. "You
can be one symptom short, but still look like you pretty much have ADHD."

Sibley and her team found that as many as 30% of the kids with
ADHD would experience a full remission at some point during their pas-

sage into adulthood. However, most of those kids would later experience
a recurrence of their ADHD symptoms as their remission faded. Overall,
about two-thirds of children with ADHD had fluctuating periods of remis-
sion and recurrence over time. The new study was published in the Amer-
ican Journal of Psychiatry.

According to Dr. Alex Kolevzon, director of child and adolescent psychi-
atry with the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York City, "This
is an important and rigorously conducted study that supports what clinicians
who work with individuals with ADHD have known for decades — the vast
majority of affected people do not outgrow symptoms as previously as-
sumed." One crucial caveat: The kids in this study had all been diagnosed
with "ADHD combined type," and these findings shouldn't be applied to kids
with "ADHD inattentive type" or other subtypes of the disorder, warned Dr.
Andrew Adesman, chief of developmental and behavioral pediatrics at
Cohen Children's Medical Center in New Hyde Park, N.Y.

Pesticide to be banned over links to problems in children

Only 1 in 10 kids with ADHD will outgrow It

Robert Preidt and Robin Foster

Dennis Thompson
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The Night House
Ian Freer

Loud jump-scares are
high on the agenda of
David Bruckner (The Rit-
ual)’s small-scale but
never dull psychological
horror. Rebecca Hall is
Beth, a teacher whose
husband Owen (Evan
Jonigkeit) took his own
life, forcing her to live alone in a spooky secluded lakehouse that would
look at home on Grand Designs. As with all modern Hollywood depic-
tions of widowhood there’s booze (here it’s brandy) and a lot of clicking
through old photos on a MacBook until Beth begins to experience some
weird shit: thuds on the door, a naked phantom on the lake, AOR music
blasting out in the middle of the night.
As Beth suspects she is being haunted by Owen — she also has the
after-effects of a previous near-death experience to deal with —
screenwriters Ben Collins and Luke Piotrowski throw in lots of oddball
details from photos on Owen’s phone of a woman who looks just like
Beth, a cryptic suicide note (“Nothing is after you”), a house over the
lake that is a mirror image of her own, and a clutch of unpleasant blue-
prints. Even on the paranormal terms of a ghost chiller, it is difficult to
join-the dots.
But Bruckner’s filmmaking, save an over-use of BIG sound effects to
create shocks, is elegant, imbuing the lakehouse with dread, while Hall
– a genre stalwart following 

Snake Eyes
Amon Warmann

In an era where franchises are all
the rage, Paramount is sitting on
two behemoths of untapped po-
tential. Despite big box office
numbers, the Transformers fran-
chise has missed more than it’s
hit, while the G.I. Joes have barely
been able to sustain any momentum on the big screen. Much like 2018’s
Bumblebee, Snake Eyes takes the most popular character of its franchise
— who is traditionally mute in the series — and gives him a voice along with
an origin story. Unfortunately, the results aren’t nearly as successful.
Much of the 121-minute run-time is focused on action scenes, which are
a mixed bag. Part of the problem is that the filmmakers have shot for a
PG-13/12A rating that does the film no favours, robbing many fights of
their impact. But there is nothing more tragic in action cinema than not
being able to fully appreciate a well-choreographed sequence because
of shaky camerawork and chaotic editing. Snake Eyes has both, with
overly frenetic scenes that feature too many cuts. It’s a sin all the more
unforgivable when you have someone like The Raid’s Iko Uwais in your
employ. No amount of dramatic fighting poses — of which there are many
— can compensate for it.
It’s a shame, because the performances are solid. Henry Golding shows
flashes of charisma as Snake Eyes, especially in the moments where his
character’s thirst for revenge gets the better of him. And as the heir of the
Arashikage clan, Andrew Koji delivers the film’s strongest performance. 

Reminiscence
Olly Richards

As co-creator of the TV show
Westworld, Lisa Joy is well-
versed in crafting handsome,
twisty, high-concept sci-fi.
Reminiscence has a lot of the
same qualities as that show,
both good and bad. It has mo-
ments of creative brilliance, and just as many of frustratingly loose storytelling.
Like Westworld, Reminiscence has a beautifully considered setting. The
story takes place at some point in the future, in Miami. Climate change has
put the city largely underwater and sent the daytime temperatures rocketing
so high that people live their lives at night. It’s a very clever idea for a film
noir. Everyone lives in the shadows and the city is artfully crumbling. The
stage is set for sin. In this world lives Nick (Hugh Jackman). Nick runs a serv-
ice that allows people to relive happy memories, from times before the world
was awful. His customers are sedated, lie in a techy bath and Nick whispers
gently to them while he watches a visual of their memories on a big, fancy
projector. If you can remember it, Nick can access it. Assisting him is a
warmly cantankerous old friend, Watts (Thandiwe Newton). The world feels
like it has many stories wanting to be discovered. There is so much potential,
yet it doesn’t come together. One night, in walks Mae (Rebecca Ferguson),
a lounge singer, all Jessica Rabbit dress and no backstory. Nick falls for her;
she disappears; Nick determines to find out what happened to her, with only
a few memories as clues. It’s a hoary old noir plot — the grizzled man’s hunt
for the dame with secrets — and the addition of the memory gimmick isn’t
quite enough to make it feel fresh. 

People Just Do Nothing
Beth Webb

It’s been three years since
the west London estate com-
edy People Just Do Nothing
came off the air. The daily
mishaps of the Kurupt FM
crew began life as a scrappy
web series, but through
word-of-mouth they grew to
become alternative national treasures with their clueless brand of comedy
and sweet, shambolic friendships.
The film reunites the characters some years after their cherished pirate
radio station was forced to fold. Leading the pack are MC Grindah (Allan
Mustafa) and his right-hand man DJ Beats (Hugo Chegwin), with “you
can’t hustle a hustler” manager Chabuddy G (Asim Chaudhry) and mates
Steves (Steve Stamp) and Decoy (Daniel Sylvester Woolford) always
close by, if not always useful. After Chabuddy, all loud shirts and with a
suggestion of a ponytail, gets a call from Japan to say that the crew have
garnered a huge local following, they giddily fly over in the hope of finally
scoring a record deal.
Screenwriters Mustafa and Stamp lean on the show’s winning traits to
carry the film. The boys’ gormless, David Brent-style of humour thrives in
their alien surroundings, and the playground-born relationship between
Beats and Grindah hasn’t lost its tenderness. However, in a bid to translate
the boy’s story into a feature-length film, the low stakes mockumentary
format is ditched and replaced with a predictable fable about fame.
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Edge of Eternity
Ken Follett

Edge of Eternity is the epic, final novel in Ken
Follett's captivating and hugely ambitious Cen-
tury trilogy. On its own or read in sequence
with Fall of Giants and Winter of the World, this
is an irresistible and spellbinding epic about
the fight for personal freedom set during the
Cold War. 1961, and in the United States
George Jakes, a bright young lawyer in the
Kennedy administration and fierce supporter
of the civil rights movement, boards a Grey-
hound bus in Washington with Verena, an em-
ployee of Martin Luther King whom he is in love with, to protest against
segregation.In East Germany, teacher Rebecca Hoffmann finds her en-
tire life has been a lie as she is targeted by the secret police, even as
her younger brother, Walli, dreams of escape across the Berlin Wall to
Britain. In Russia, activist Tania Dvorkin narrowly evades capture for
producing an illegal news-sheet, her actions all the more perilous be-
cause her brother, Dimka, is an emerging star of the Communist Party. 

Animal
Lisa Taddeo

I drove myself out of New York
City where a man shot himself in
front of me. He was a gluttonous
man and when his blood came out
it looked like the blood of a pig.
That's a cruel thing to think, I
know. He did it in a restaurant
where I was having dinner with
another man, another married
man. Do you see how this is
going? But I wasn't always that
way. I am depraved. I hope you
like me. At thirty-six, Joan knows
more than most of the price of
pleasure, the quotidian horror of
being a woman at the mercy of a
man. She knows men, too - their penchant for cruelty, the violence
she has absorbed over decades that now threatens to burst from her
own hands.
Reeling from the public suicide of a former lover, Joan abandons her
apartment in New York and drives west for California, in search of the
one person who might help her unravel the past. It's here, consumed
by a familial trauma that slips through the generations, that she finds
herself part of a disparate LA community, while coyotes roam the
sweltering hills above the city, poised for the scent of fresh blood.
In a haunting, visceral novel of women surviving men, Lisa Taddeo has
produced one of the most compelling anti-heroines in fiction. Seductive
and relentless, Animal draws readers closer to Joan and the brutal
mystery of her past, holding them captive until the very last page.

When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi

Anthony Doerr

At the age of thirty-six, on the verge
of completing a decade’s training as
a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was
diagnosed with inoperable lung
cancer. One day he was a doctor
treating the dying, the next he was
a patient struggling to live.
When Breath Becomes Air chroni-
cles Kalanithi’s transformation from
a medical student asking what
makes a virtuous and meaningful
life into a neurosurgeon working in
the core of human identity – the
brain – and finally into a patient and
a new father.
What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do
when life is catastrophically interrupted? What does it mean to have a
child as your own life fades away? Paul Kalanithi died while working
on this profoundly moving book, yet his words live on as a guide to us
all. When Breath Becomes Air is a life-affirming reflection on facing
our mortality and on the relationship between doctor and patient, from
a gifted writer who became both.

All the Light We Cannot See

Open your eyes and see what you can with
them before they close forever. For Marie-Laure,
blind since the age of six, the world is full of
mazes. The miniature of a Paris neighbourhood,
made by her father to teach her the way home.
The microscopic layers within the invaluable di-
amond that her father guards in the Museum of
Natural History. The walled city by the sea,
where father and daughter take refuge when the
Nazis invade Paris. And a future which draws
her ever closer to Werner, a German orphan,
destined to labour in the mines until a broken radio fills his life with possi-
bility and brings him to the notice of the Hitler Youth In this magnificent,
deeply moving novel, the stories of Marie-Laure and Werner illuminate the
ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one another.

David Walliams

Gangsta Granny

Another hilarious and moving novel from best-
selling, critically acclaimed author David Wal-
liams, the natural successor to Roald Dahl. A
story of prejudice and acceptance, funny lists
and silly words, this new book has all the hall-
marks of David's previous bestsellers. Our hero
Ben is bored beyond belief after he is made to
stay at his grandma's house. She's the
boringest grandma ever: all she wants to do is
to play Scrabble, and eat cabbage soup. But
there are two things Ben doesn't know about his
grandma. She was once an international jewel thief. All her life, she has
been plotting to steal the crown jewels, and now she needs Ben's help.




