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Democracy or concept of an
elected dictator fortified?
Shahid Hussain

In a belated judgment, the Supreme Court of
Pakistan has ruled that votes cast by legislators
in violation of their party lines must not be
counted while determining the outcome of a
motion. The observation, in effect, has stopped
future no-confidence motions. In fact, if the
issue had been decided earlier, the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf governments in the Centre
and Punjab could still have been intact and the
country would not have suffered the current
political and economic mess.
The court also ruled that the Article
63-A of the Constitution was meant to protect
the fundamental rights of a parliamentary
party, and not those of defectors. However, it
preferred not to answer a question about the
applicability of lifetime disqualification under
the Article 63-A, if a member is found guilty of
defection, and let the parliament decide about
it. “Political parties are an integral aspect of the
bedrock on which our democracy rests. Their
destabilisation tends to shake the bedrock,
which can potentially put democracy itself in
peril,” Pakistan Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial
said in a short judgment on the Presidential
reference about 26 members of the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf, who had voted against their
party lines in the Punjab Assembly during the
Chief Minister’s election.
In the split decision, Pakistan Chief
Justice Umar Ata Bandial, Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan
and Justice Munib Akhtar agreed that dissident
members’ votes should not be counted, while
Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail and Justice
Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel disagreed with
the verdict. The two judges observed, “Any
further interpretation of the Article 63-A, in our
view, would amount to re-writing or reading
into the Constitution and will also affect the
other provisions of the Constitution, which has
not even been asked by the President”.
According to the decision, dissident
lawmakers are not allowed to vote against
party lines on four occasions: the election of
Prime Minister and Chief Minister; a vote of
confidence or no-confidence; a constitutional
amendment bill; and a money bill outlined
under the Article 63-A.
“The first question referred by the
President relates to the proper approach to
be taken to the interpretation and application of the Article 63A of the Constitution. In
our view, this provision cannot be read and
applied in isolation and in a manner as though
it is aloof from, or indifferent to, whatever else
4

is provided in the Constitution. Nor can the
Article 63A be understood and applied from the
vantage point of the member who has earned
opprobrium and faces legal censure as a defector by reason of them having acted or voted (or
abstained from voting) in a manner contrary
to what is required of them under clause (1)
thereof,” the short order said. “Rather, in its
true perspective, this Article is an expression in
the Constitution itself of certain aspects of the
fundamental rights that are inherent in political
parties under Clause (2) of the Article 17. The
two provisions are intertwined. In its essence
the Article 63A functions to protect, and ensure
the continued coherence of, political parties
in the legislative arena where they are the
primary actors in our system of parliamentary
democracy, which is one of the salient features
of the Constitution. Defections are one of the
most pernicious ways political parties can be
destabilised. Indeed, they can delegitimise parliamentary democracy itself, which is an even
more deleterious effect. Defections rightly stand
condemned as a cancer afflicting the body politic. They cannot be countenanced,” it added.
The order stated that the Article 63-A
should not need to be invoked at all; its mere
existence, a brooding presence, should be
enough. The court noted that the vote of any
member cast against party lines cannot be
counted and must be disregarded, regardless
whether the party head, subsequent to such
vote, proceeds to take, or refrains from taking,
an action that would result in a declaration of
defection. Proposing a harsh punishment for
defectors, the court observed, “It is our view
that a declaration of defection in terms of the
Article 63-A can be a disqualification under
the Article 63, in terms of an appropriate law

made by parliament under para (p) of Clause
(1) thereof. While it is for parliament to enact
such legislation, it must be said that it is high
time that such a law was placed in the statute
book. If such legislation is enacted it should not
amount to a mere slap on the wrist but must be
a robust and proportionate response to the evil
that it is designed to thwart and eradicate”.
The decision was warmly welcomed by
former Prime Minister Imran Khan, who was
voted out through a no-confidence motion,
which could not have succeeded if the verdict
had come before voting on the motion. Though
none of his 20 party members had voted against
him, yet their open defection to the opposition
camp led to his ouster from power. However, at
least 26 PTI legislators openly voted against the
party in the Punjab Chief Minister’s election.
The PTI feels its governments in the Centre
and Punjab would not have fallen if the court
also had taken suo motu notice of open horse
trading by the opposition or given its opinion
on the Presidential reference earlier.
Some legal experts say the court has
changed the scheme of the Constitution entirely since now legislators won’t be able to vote
out the prime minister in exercise of powers
under the Article 95. “The head of a political
party will now enjoy unbridled powers. In fact,
the Leader of the House in the National Assembly (Prime Minister) will not face checks
and balances and the concept of an elected
dictator has been fortified,” they claim. Others
say the law on defection clearly says that the
vote of dissidents would not be counted in
a no-confidence motion but still it took the
court two months to reach the decision. Thus,
the verdict failed to serve democracy and the
nation, they argue.
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A more turbulent world ahead
Nasim Ahmed

Every few years, the U.S. National Intelligence
Council comes out with its projection of world
events in the next 20 years. The latest report
titled “Global Trends 2040: A More Contested World” predicts that our world in the
coming decades will become more uncertain
and chaotic due to abrupt demographic shifts,
economic turbulence, runaway climate change
and technological innovation. The COVID-19
pandemic has been cited as an example of the
challenges ahead, with both governments and
multilateral institutions flailing and failing to
cope with the situation.
The “Global Trends 2040” is the seventh
in a series of reports dating back to 1997. It
envisages a world in which America will not
be the sole dominant power. Going forward,
it states that no single nation will be able to
dominate “across all regions or domains.” Rather, rival powers will jockey to shape global
norms, rules, and institutions. Geopolitical
competition between the U.S. and China will
set the parameters of international cooperation
and competition.
The NIC report identifies four main
trends—demographic, economic, climatic and
technological—that will shape the world in
the coming years. Although population growth
will slow down everywhere, yet the world will
have additional 1.4 billion people, mostly in
Africa and South Asia, to reach 9.2 billion in
2040. Humanity will also age rapidly, particularly in East Asia and Europe, and continue to
urbanize, with two-thirds living in cities, up
from 56 percent today.
These trends will put an unbearable burden on the developing countries’ infrastructure
and services, upset public finances in aging nations and increase the flows of migrant labor—
with attendant political tensions. The dramatic
development gains of the recent past will be
wiped out with many countries struggling to
sustain decades of significant improvements in
education, health, and poverty reduction.
The NIC report depicts a depressing
picture of the world economy. It projects an
era of rising sovereign debt, leaving governments with shrinking fiscal space to meet their
citizens’ expanding aspirations, and declining employment opportunities, as automation eliminates many higher-skilled service
jobs. Another major threat will be posed by
growing economic fragmentation due to rising
protectionism, increasing regionalization and
antiquated multilateral trade rules. Income
disparities will sharpen leading to more concentrated economic power. Technology giants
will further consolidate their monopoly positions as institutions of international economic
TRANSITION

governance would prove unequal to the new
challenges.
The “Global Trends 2040” sees climate
change as an irresistible force that will change
the course of world politics. The past 10 years
have been the hottest on record and each of
the last five decades hotter than the previous
one. Governments have now pledged to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, but the current
pace of decarbonization is too slow to stop
the onset of disastrous warming. Extremely
volatile weather conditions will worsen water,
food, health and energy insecurity which, in
turn, would increase political instability and
mass migration, particularly in the developing
world. As the planet warms, there will be more
demand for geo-engineering, including the
deployment of unproven strategies, like strato-

and private actors, threatening privacy and
liberty, and even posing existential risks to
human survival.
Thus, in the years ahead we must be
prepared for a more contested, fragmented and
turbulent world. Rapid technological change,
economic dislocation and pessimism, declining
social trust and siloed information will accelerate the rise of exclusionary identities and
undermine civic norms. Politics will become
more polarized and volatile, and governments
would have a difficult time meeting public expectations in the face of economic, demographic and environmental challenges. Democracy
will be under threat. A more conflict-prone and
volatile geopolitical environment will adversely
affect global multilateralism. International
treaties, organizations, norms and standards

spheric aerosol injection, leading to unforeseen
and unintended consequences.
An important megatrend identified in
the NIC report is the emergence as well as convergence of new technologies. Over the next
20 years, innovations in the fields of artificial
intelligence, network computing, machine
learning, virtual reality, robotics, nanotechnology, space technology, smart materials and biotechnology will completely transform human
life. It is estimated that some 64 billion devices
will be connected to the “internet of things” by
2025 and possibly many trillions by 2040.
There will be stiff competition among
China, the United States and other nations to
dominate the emerging fields. New technologies will also challenge governments and
societies by disrupting industries and jobs,
reshaping relations between public authorities

will be under stress, and the world would
grow more confrontational.
The “Global Trends 2040” also projects alternative scenarios for the future, each
hinging on the quality and direction of the
U.S.-China relationship. The first scenario
dubbed “renaissance of democracies” envisions a restoration of the liberal, rules-based
international order. Secondly, we should
expect a rudderless global system in which the
U.S., China and other powers fail to agree on
common rules and institutions. “Competitive
coexistence” is the third possible outcome
which foresees Washington and Beijing willing
to cooperate on shared global challenges
despite their strategic rivalry. Lastly, the “Separate silos” contemplate the world’s fragmentation into economic and security blocs, or even
great-power spheres of influence.
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Scorching heatwaves
in Pakistan
Muhammad Ali

Pakistan is facing the worst heatwave of its
history as the temperature has crossed 50
degree centigrade in many parts of the country.
The hot weather started much earlier than its
normal time in April and continues without
any sign of relief as May is about to end. Lahore’s weather has never been so harsh. Gusty
winds and rains would break a hot spell until
a few years ago. However, it is not happening
now. It is time to realise that the problem of
climate change has compounded after our
inaction for decades.
The situation is seriously affecting
the workability of people who have to work
outdoors. It is clear that climate change will
affect Pakistan more badly with each passing
year and it would be difficult for people to
sustain their livelihoods. There are also reports
of an outbreak of cholera and other waterborne
diseases in Punjab, Balochistan and Sindh.
According to the Punjab Communicable Disease Control (CDC) Department, over 2,000
children have been hospitalised with cholera
since April 1. The data is only from public sector teaching hospitals in Lahore, and it is safe
to say the cases in private sector healthcare
institutions and other general practitioners
could be much higher than it.
According to a recent report by the UK
Met Office, climate change makes record-breaking heatwaves in northwest India and Pakistan
100 times more likely. The region should now
expect a heatwave that exceeds the record
temperatures seen in 2010 once every three
years. Without climate change, such extreme
temperatures would occur only once every 312
years, the report says. The new study is based
on the heatwave that gripped northwest India
and Pakistan in April and May 2010 when the
region experienced the highest combined April
and May average temperature since 1900, BBC
reported. If climate change follows the Met
Office’s central predictions, by the end of the
century India and Pakistan can expect similarly
high temperatures virtually every year.
Meanwhile, a State of the Climate report
from the World Meteorological Organisation, the UN’s atmospheric science wing, has
revealed that four key indicators of climate
change set new records in 2021 - greenhouse gas
concentrations, sea level rise, ocean heat and
ocean acidification. UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres described the report as “a dismal
6

litany of humanity’s failure to
tackle climate disruption.”
According to the Pakistan
Meteorological Department, the
heatwave will continue in June.
In Jacobabad, the temperature
touched 52 degrees Celsius
recently. According to local officials, most of one million people
of Jacobabad and surrounding
villages live in acute poverty
with water shortages and
power cuts seriously affecting their ability to
beat the heat. Jacobabad is on the front line of
climate change. However, previously, the heat
would be at its peak in June and July.
Commenting on the situation, World
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) Secretary General Prof Petteri Taalas said, “Heatwaves are more frequent and more intense and
starting earlier than in the past. Heatwaves
have multiple and cascading impacts not just
on human health, but also on ecosystems,
agriculture, water and energy supplies and key
sectors of the economy. The risks to society
underline why WMO is committed to ensuring
that multi-hazard early warning services reach
the most vulnerable.”
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, in its Sixth Assessment Report, said
that heatwaves and humid heat stress would
be more intense and frequent in South Asia
this century. “In the pre-monsoon period,
both India and Pakistan regularly experience
excessively high temperatures, especially in
May. Heatwaves do occur in April but are
less common. It is too soon to know whether
new national temperature records will be set.
Turbat in Pakistan recorded the world’s fourth
highest temperature of 53.7 degrees Celsius on
May 28, 2017,” it noted.
Climate change threatens both developing and developed countries. It is said don’t
drink water when in developing countries and
not to breathe when in developed countries.
An international think tank has also warned
developing countries to control the population
because the rapidly rising numbers would make
it difficult to provide food for all. The reduction
in food availability and increasing exposure
to natural disasters are expected to cause the
displacement of one billion people by 2050.
The Middle East is one of the world’s
most vulnerable regions when it comes to
ecological threats over the next 30 years,

according to the first Ecological Threat Register, produced by Australia-based Institute
of Economics and Peace (IEP). It warns of the
mass displacement of 1.2 billion people across
the world by 2050. It named the Middle East
alongside Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and
North Africa as the regions facing the largest
number of ecological risks. The report says
more than one billion people are living in
countries which are unlikely to adapt to new
challenges over the next 30 years.
Socioeconomic risks could increase
significantly for those living in urban areas of
Pakistan and India by 2050 as heatwaves push
up against the limits of human endurance and
survivability, the McKinsey Global Institute
warned in its report. Countries with lower
per capita gross domestic product (GDP) rely
more on outdoor work and natural capital, and
thus have less financial means to adapt quickly.
Also, hot and humid countries like Pakistan
are expected to become significantly hotter
and more humid by 2050. This would impact
workability in urban settings, and the report
expects an average ten-percentage-point loss
in annual share of effective outdoor working
hours in heat-exposed regions between today
and 2050. “Poorer regions often have climates
that are closer to physical thresholds,” the
report said, adding that as heat gets worse,
productivity could tumble.
Environmental degradation now affects
our lives in ways that are becoming impossible
to ignore, from food to jobs to security. The
irony is that most countries, which are worst
affected by climate change, like Pakistan,
have not contributed to the problem. They
are paying the price for the greed and reckless
policies of the advanced countries. The world’s
leading climate scientists have warned that our
current actions are not enough for us to meet
our target of 1.5C of warming. We need to do
more and urgently to save the planet, plants,
animals and ourselves.
CLIMATE CHANGE

Economic revival without
agriculture uplift?
Husnain Shahid

The National Assembly was informed recently
that Pakistan has become a net importer of
food, at a time when its prices are unprecedentedly high in the world in the wake of pandemic
shocks and the Russia-Ukraine war. Pakistan
is importing wheat, sugar and 70pc of pulses,
which is a matter of serious concern. Every
government focuses on improving the economy
but no significant progress is possible without
upgrading the agriculture sector. It is the only
way to provide edibles to the common people at
low prices.
It is a fact that agriculture was ignored by
successive governments in the past. The result
is that Pakistan faces shortages and high prices
of foodstuffs. Wheat and sugar have been in
short supplies and their prices are abnormally
high for years now. The government has been
importing them to check their prices, which
costs it dearly. The situation cannot be allowed
to continue as it will pose serious threats to
Pakistan’s food security and economy.
Pakistan’s food import bill grew by
53.98pc to $7.550 billion year-on-year during
the 11 months of the last fiscal year, mainly due
to sugar, wheat, palm oil and pulses imports.
According to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS), the share of food items in the total import bill reached 15.08pc in the last fiscal year,
compared to 12pc the previous year, making the
country dependent on imports to ensure food
security. The edible import bill of all products
posted growth in value and quantity during
the period under review, a clear indication of
shortages in domestic production. Within the
food group import, the major contribution
came from wheat, sugar, edible oil, spices, tea
and pulses. The edible oil import witnessed a
substantial increase during the period under review in quantity, value and per value terms. The
import of palm oil recorded a growth of 40.61pc
in value in the period to $2.397b from $1.704b
over the corresponding months of the previous
year. Pakistan imported 3.612 million tonnes of
wheat worth $983.326m in nine months of the
last fiscal year. Similarly, the import of sugar
stood at 280,772 tonnes in the period as against
6,210 tonnes in the corresponding period of the
previous year, an increase of 4,421pc. The import bill of pulses, dried fruits, milk and other
food products also witnessed a massive growth.
To stem the tide, the government
announced a two-tier intervention strategy to
transform the agriculture sector to boost its
growth. According to the Economic Survey of
ECONOMICS

Pakistan 2020-21, shrinking arable land, climate
change, water shortages and labour shift from
rural to urban areas are main constraints to the
growth of the sector. The government approved
an action plan with a specific timeline for
interventions, yield gaps and particular sectoral
issues in a two-tier strategy to be implemented both by the federation and federating
units. To achieve the targets of cotton revival,
olive deepening, and genetic improvement in
livestock, first generation interventions aim at
bridging yield gaps, suggesting revisiting the
criteria for induction, performance, evaluation
and cancellation of seed companies, delineating
separate requirements for local seed producers and importers with mandatory local seed
production by the latter.
It also included a system for consumer
traceability for seed authenticity as well as
certified seed track and traceability. The plan
entailed a digital subsidy mechanism (Kisan
card) for inputs, an emphasis on mechanisation
and water efficiency, revamping extension
services, and restructuring research institutes.
It set a Rs1.5 trillion farm credit disbursement
target for the current fiscal, 23.5pc higher than
the previous year’s Rs1.215tr. The initiatives for
promoting farm financing included loan repayment relief to dampen Covid-19 effects, crop
loan insurance, a livestock insurance scheme
for borrowers, regulatory space for innovative
financing, an e-credit scheme in Punjab, and a
credit guarantee scheme for small and marginalised farmers.
The government aims to go for crop
zoning, land consolidation, organic farming,
adaptation and self-discovery with second generation interventions, which include horizontal
expansion, seeking international cooperation in
technology transfer, developing value chains of
various farm and livestock products, setting up
clusters of fruit and vegetables packaging and

processing industries. Focusing the persistent
cotton crop failure, the survey notes biotic
stresses of white-fly and pink bollworm, abiotic
stresses like climate change, heat stresses and
extreme rainfalls, poor agricultural practices,
unnecessary use of pesticides, higher costs of
inputs, lack of early generation seed as the factors contributing to the white lint decline.
It quotes experts as suggesting cotton
zoning with fixing minimum indicative or
intervention prices, and timely issuance of
subsidies as indispensable to revive the crop
and exploring avenues for cotton growing in
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where
pest pressure is low and cotton yields are reportedly higher than traditional areas of Punjab
and Sindh.
The government has set aside Rs12 billion
for the agriculture sector for the current fiscal
year. Over Rs1 billion has been allocated for
tackling the locust threat while another Rs2
billion has been set aside to enhance the output
of crops such as rice, wheat, cotton, sugarcane
and pulses. Over Rs1 billion will be utilised to
increase commercial sowing of olive. Besides,
the government will use Rs3 billion for the
overhaul and improvement of waterways. The
federal government has also announced the
National Agriculture Emergency Programme
that envisages integration of information technology solutions and the agriculture sector. The
government launched interest-free loans for
farmers. Under the scheme, a loan of Rs150,000
could be secured to produce one crop while
Rs200,000 could be borrowed to purchase
tractors or other agricultural machinery.
It is hoped the new initiatives will boost
the agriculture sector. However, the water
crisis is worsening in the country. Recently,
Punjab and Sindh accused each other of water
theft. The country will have to address the issue
for sustainable agriculture growth.
7

Tax reforms: A far cry
Asim Nisar CHaudhary

It is an indisputable fact that our tax system
is outdated, outmoded and grossly unfair. It is
tilted in favour of the rich and powerful and
excessively hard on the common tax payer.
Experts have repeatedly pleaded for radical
revamping and restructuring of the entire tax
system, through low-rate, broad-based and
predictable taxes and a single national tax
agency, but to little avail.
Many times in the past tax policy
reforms have been undertaken but they proved
an exercise in futility. Various tax reform commissions and committees formed from time
to time signally failed to perform their tasks.
In some cases, the solutions they suggested further complicated the problem. Result: our tax
revenue has remained far below its actual potential. Many wellknown professionals,
selected for committees announced by
the government to
remove anomalies
and technical issues
have failed to even
remove the obvious
lacunas, what to
speak of suggesting
a pro-growth and
investment-friendly
tax policy helpful
in creating jobs
from agriculture to
high tech knowledge-based projects.
Over the years
both federal and provincial governments
have done precious
little to revamp the
colonial-era tax
institutions to generate enough revenue
needed to promote economic growth. Complex
tax procedures, growing reliance on indirect taxes, weak enforcement, inefficiencies,
incompetence and corruption are responsible
for low tax collection. Instead of broadening
the tax base and simplifying laws, federal and
provincial governments from time to time offer
amnesties, immunities, tax-free perks and perquisites to powerful segments of society.
In 2020, the federal government obtained
a loan of US $ 400 million for the Pakistan
Raises Revenue (PRR) Project. The total cost
of the PRR Project was estimated at US $ 1.6
billion. The Punjab government also decided
8

to borrow US $ 304 million from the World
Bank for tax reforms and it was approved
by the Planning Commission of Pakistan in
September, 2020. What has happened to these
initiatives nobody knows? The past experience
shows that such projects launched with borrowed money never yield the desired results.
According to an estimate, there are over
4 million people outside the tax net. Further,
tax collection has been showing a declining
trend.
According to the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), the total number of
cellular subscribers as on October 31, 2021, was
187 million (85.33% teledensity). Out of these,
106 million are 3G/4G subscribers (48.19%
penetration), 2 million basic telephony users
(1.13 teledensity) and 108 million broadband
subscribers (40.08% penetration). Not less

having no income or income below taxable
limits.
This is a ridiculous situation. A 75-paisa
federal excise duty on a cell call exceeding five
minutes was levied in the Finance Act 2021,
which is a great injustice to the poor. It was
also in violation of the Constitution of Pakistan. Needless to emphasise, the PTI government must stop taxing the less-privileged and
downtrodden people.
Similarly, taxation on electricity bills and
a number of food items and items of daily-use
by the citizens is totally unjustified. Tax credits for senior citizens and special people that
were available before the enhancement of tax
rates by the Finance Act, 2019, should be restored after the higher tax rates were reverted
by the PTI government.
The government must lower the rate of

than 100 million unique mobile users (many
have more than one SIMs) are paying advance/
adjustable income tax of 10% reduced from
12.5% from July 1, 2021.
In 2015, the average tax paid by the return filer stood at Rs 23,640, which fell to just
Rs 10,914 in 2019. However, the figure crossed
Rs 17,000 by tax year 2020. The paradox is that
the entire taxable population and even those
having no income or income below the taxable
limit are paying advance and adjustable income
tax at source as mobile users. It is estimated
that if all file income tax returns, there will be
a refund payable to at least 80 million people

taxes and allow capital formation to accelerate
high and sustainable growth by investing in
productive sectors and heavily tax unproductive investment in open plots, etc. It is possible
only through a simple tax model as elaborated
in various expert committees’ reports.
All said, there is an urgent need to
replace the existing tax system with a lower,
flat-rate tax system that is simple, broad-based
and easy to understand and apply. Low taxes
with a broad base and simple compliance
procedure alone can enable the government to
collect Rs 10 trillion which is the actual potential of our economy.
ECONOMICS

Fresh wave of terrorism
Raza Khan

As Pakistan is going through a worst period
of political uncertainty and instability, terrorist groups appear to have taken the fullest
advantage of the political vacuum by launching
another wave of deadly attacks, martyring scores
of security personnel. In a spate of incidents in
North and South Waziristan tribal districts
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the contiguous settled districts of Dera Ismail Khan and
Bannu, dozens of Pakistani security personnel
have been martyred in attacks claimed by the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). State forces
in retaliation claim to have also killed dozens of
terrorists.
The series of terrorist attacks in North,
South Waziristan, Dera Ismail Khan and Bannu
districts are critically disturbing and significant
due to several reasons. The foremost aspect of
the terrorist attacks is that it heralds the strong
regrouping and revival of the the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). This does not augur well for
Pakistan and its citizens’ security. The TTP has
been the deadliest terrorist group in the history
of Pakistan, which has carried out unprecedented attacks since its formation in 2007, for more
than a decade in the length and breadth of the
country, particularly Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
former Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA), now merged into the province. Since
the loathsome terrorist attack by the TTP on
December 16, 2014, on a school in Peshawar,
the capital of the province, that claimed the
lives of more than 150 children and teachers, the
security forces have been conducting operations
against the group. The operations significantly
disbanded and weakened the TTP and greatly
curtailed its capacity to attack. However, the
group has been making efforts to revive itself and
regroup and the recent terrorist attacks in both
Waziristans and other districts are the strong
indication of its comeback.
The second most important aspect of
the recent spate of terrorist attacks by the TTP
is that they have come at a time when regime
change was taking place in the country. The
political and some non-political events associated with the no-trust vote against former Prime
Minister Imran Khan and the resultant political
chaos and instability in the country definitely
emboldened the TTP to strike, because in the
situation the attention of state authorities was
divided. So, the top political parties, politicians
and state institutions must understand the
need of political stability to prevent anti-state
elements taking advantage of it. In other words,
if political instability continues in the country
the biggest advantage of the situation would be
MILITANCY

taken by terrorist and militant groups, particularly the TTP.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif visited
North Waziristan on April 22, where he was
briefed by the military high command about
the security situation. It was his first visit to
any part of the country after assuming office.
However, his elder brother, Nawaz Sharif, who
remained the prime minister thrice, a record in
Pakistan, seldom visited the tribal areas, particularly Waziristan. But ousted Prime Minister
Imran Khan during his 45 months in power,
from 2018 to April 2022, frequently visited the
tribal districts. The civilian ownership and lead
in the military operations and developmental
initiatives in the border tribal districts of the
province has been critically important. Noticeably, the coalition government (2008-2013) of
the Pakistan Peoples Party, Jamiat-e-Ulema-eIslam Fazl (JUI-F) and Awami National Party
(ANP) did not take much interest in leading the
war on terror from the front. It was evident from
the fact that then Prime Minister Yusuf Raza
Gilani and President Asif Zardari did not visit
the tribal districts even once.
Another very important aspect of the recent spate of terrorist attacks by the TTP in Waziristan, Dera Ismail Khan and Bannu districts is
that Pakistani authorities have discovered or at
least have claimed that the group launched them
from their hideouts across the border in Afghanistan. It is important to note that since the return
to power of the Afghan Taliban in August 2021,
many commanders and fighters of the TTP, who
were in detention in Afghanistan, were set free
to the chagrin of Pakistan. Since then, a constant
increase in TTP attacks has been witnessed in
Pakistan. It is now an open secret that the TTP
has the support of the Afghan Taliban, which
have been quite close to Pakistani authorities.
The Afghan Taliban regime may not have helped
the TTP carry out the attacks inside Pakistan
but at the same time it has not stopped it from
launching the strikes. Islamabad has asked
the Taliban regime to stop the TTP from using
Afghan soil to organize attacks inside Pakistan
but to no avail. In fact, TTP fighters have been
instrumental in the Afghan Taliban’s victory
against the Kabul regime of President Ashraf
Ghani. Therefore, the TTP has been a benefactor
of the Afghan Taliban, so the latter does not
want to abandon the former. Finding no other
solution, the Pakistani security forces reportedly
launched airstrikes on alleged TTP hideouts and
bases in Kunar and Khost provinces of Afghanistan on April 16. The international media,
quoting Afghan officials, claimed that 47 Afghan
civilians had been killed in the Pakistani strikes
but did not substantiate the claim. Pakistani

military authorities have so far not admitted any
such strikes inside Afghanistan, but on April 17,
the foreign ministry spokesman in Islamabad
urged the Taliban authorities in Kabul to take
“stern actions” against armed fighters launching attacks against Pakistan from Afghan soil.
“Terrorists are using Afghan soil with impunity to carry out activities inside Pakistan,” a
statement, which was unusually harsh, said. The
statement aimed at sending a strong message
to the Taliban regime. It is important to note
that Pakistan claimed that since August, its 119
security personnel have been martyred on the
border with Afghanistan in attacks by terrorists, mostly the TTP. Thus, the TTP attacks are
even driving a wedge between Pakistan and the
Afghan Taliban regime and in this regard Afghan
Taliban spokesman Zahihullah Mujahid warned
that such Pakistani strikes inside Afghanistan
might result in a war between the two sides
which would destabilize the region. Against
this backdrop, the TTP attacks and Pakistan’s
response can result in some grave developments.
This is high time that government
authorities and security forces come up with a
comprehensive strategy and one believes that
they must already be working on it. Consistency
in stability and peace in Waziristan is critical
to the overall security of the country. If we look
at history of terrorism in Pakistan, it was the
Waziristan region in 2004, wherefrom the first
incidence of terrorism had started. Above all,
South Waziristan was the birthplace of the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the deadliest terrorist group of Pakistan history. Both
Baitullah Mehsud and Hakimullah Mehsud, the
two most ferocious terrorist figures of Pakistan,
belonged to South Waziristan. Military operations, including Rai-e-Nijat, Radd-ul-Fassad
and Zarb-e-Azb, eliminated many terrorists and
dismantled their networks. However, it is a fact
that not all terrorists and their foot soldiers, who
have been a part of the TTP or other terrorist or
militant organizations, like Hafiz Gul Bahadur
group of the Taliban, could not be killed or
captured. So, they return to their normal life
after the restoration of peace in Waziristan.
In this situation, the governmental authorities
should concentrate on the de-radicalization and
re-integration of components of anti-terrorism
strategies along with the developmental component. Any successful anti-terrorism strategy
ought to be all-encompassing and holistic. This
is what we have learnt from such strategies
across the world. Unless militants and terrorists
are demobilized, de-radicalized and re-integrated, they would continue to be a threat as they
could regroup and resurge anytime. This is what
appears to be happening in Waziristan.
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A school with little
education opportunities
Rasheed Ali

No head teacher for most part of the year, only
one science teacher for the secondary section,
no clerical staff at all, no science laboratory and
no clean drinking water: this is Government
Girls High School, Chak No 330/HR, tehsil
Fort Abbas in Punjab.
The teacher in-charge has a long list of
complaints to relate if you ask her about the
on-ground situation. The school caters for girl
students coming from at least seven nearby
villages, situated on the brink of the Cholistan
desert. But the educational facility has been
facing so many problems for long that it has
almost failed to retain its
students, she says.
She says that during
the last year, the school
invited community leaders,
made an all-out effort
and admitted almost 20
students to ninth class, but
almost half of them left the
school due to various reasons including the unavailability of science teachers
and laboratory. Only six
teachers are serving at the
high school currently and
there is no math teacher
at all for the secondary
section.
The teacher complains that in the absence
of a head teacher, she had
to manage school affairs.
“There is not a single
clerk in the school, I have
to dispose of all clerical
tasks after the school time,
though I feel really exhausted after taking eight
periods daily,” she adds.
She believes that the school must have
many more students compared with its current
strength of about 300. But sometimes parents
and mostly students themselves prefer going
to the Girls High School Marot – the biggest
town in the area, situated about 13 kilometres
away, due to the unavailability of science
teachers in the Chak No 330/HR high school.
Bilquis Iqbal, a dropout, seconds the
head teacher’s assertions. She had to leave her
education after she failed her eighth class examination. “I never liked mathematics as a sub10

ject,” says Bilquis. “I always found it difficult
to grasp this subject fully even when a teacher
was available in lower classes,” she adds. “And
in 8th class, unluckily we did not have teachers
to teach us mathematics and English subjects,
so I failed my exam,” she explains sadly. “My
father had already told me that whenever I fail
my exam, he will withdraw me from school
and marry me off. Now, I don’t go to school
though I want to, and get education at least to
college level.” And thus Bilquis met the fate of
hundreds of thousands of girls of her kind.
Chaudhry Irshad Ali of Chak No 338/
HR, former naib nazim, says that parents of
his area villages are in a fix as sending their

cerned. According to the report, the national
literacy rate is 46%, and the literacy rate is
26% for girls and 12% for women, though the
figure includes people also who can write their
own names only.
According to the statistics given in the
report, Pakistan enrolled 83 girls for every 103
boys in primary schools. The primary completion rate for girls was only 58% as opposed
to 70% for boys. Of the 6.8 million currently
estimated to be out of school in Pakistan, at
least 4.2 million are girls. Only 35% of rural
women above the age of 10 had completed
primary education.
Prof Ghulam Shabir, a senior teacher at

daughters to a high school about 15 kilometres
away is not possible for them, especially while
no proper transport means are available in the
area. There is no public or private transport
system in the area. Whosoever wants his
daughter to get a proper education in a high
school, has to give her the pick up and drop off
facility on his own, explains Irshad. And it is
a pity that over 90% of parents are too poor to
afford the facility, financially and practically,
adds the ex-naib nazim.
However, a research report, conducted
under a World Bank initiative, shows that
there is nothing new in the situation as far as
the conditions of schools in Pakistan are con-

the Mass Communication Department, Bahauddin Zakariya University Multan, wonders
how come an educated and developed society
can be established if we keep depriving half of
our population of its right to education? Every
year, a number of educational schemes and
projects are announced in the annual budget,
but they fail to bring about any visible change,
he regrets. It seems most of these schemes and
projects fail to see the light of the day, otherwise all Bilquises of the country should have
availed an opportunity until now to get an education in their own locality schools, equipped
with all facilities and trained teachers of all
subjects, of course.
EDUCATION

Why not cheaper
solar energy?
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

In the last week of April, the electricity shortfall in the country went up to 5,500 megawatts
(MW), resulting in power outages of around
six hours a day in urban centres, and eight
hours in rural areas. In the first week of May,
the situation improved a little, with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif claiming an end to
outages, but the rural regions of the country
are still facing up to six-hour loadshedding
daily.
The data provided officially by the
power division showed that current summertime peak demand is 25,000MW, and
the shortfall mostly hovers around 5,000 to
6,500 megawatts. And this is happening in a
country for the last over two decades which
has the potential of producing more than 2,900
gigawatts of electricity only from solar power.
Mind it, 2,900 gigawatts is equal to 2,900,000
megawatts of electricity. One can imagine
how much ease could be brought to industries,
businesses and domestic consumers if only
one-fourth of that capacity is achieved by the
country.
A research study, conducted by four
Pakistani researchers – Shahzada Adnan,
Azmat Hayat Khan, Sajjad Haider, and Rashed
Mahmood – and published by the ‘Journal
of Renewable and Sustainable Energy’, said
that Pakistan is among countries in the world
where the sun warms the surface throughout
the year and, therefore, it has strong potential
for solar power generation. The study was
conducted to explore the areas which are most
suitable for solar energy potential, using 58
meteorological stations covering the whole
country. The study showed that solar energy
could be generated for nine months, from February to October, in Sindh; for eight months,
from March to October, in almost all regions
of Balochistan; for six months, from April to
September, in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Northern Areas and Kashmir regions; and for eight
months, from March to October, in Punjab.
However, it is a pity that despite facing
severe shortage of energy, Pakistan currently produces a meagre 1.16% of its electricity
through solar power, and 64% with fossil fuels.
Other electricity sources include hydropower
at 27% and nuclear at 5%. Renewable energy
sources count for only 4% of total electricity
production.
POLITICAL ECONOMY

According to the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), overall
generation capacity will grow from 33,000
MW in 2020 to around 168,200 MW in 2047.
But coal and hydropower will still account for
36% and 42% of total capacity, at 32,948 MW
and 55,836 MW, respectively.
The energy experts believe that solar and
wind are the cheapest forms of new electricity
generation. “We are set to replace conventional fuels to a great extent for power generation
to meet the future demand growth,” admitted
the NEPRA in a release.
The authority predicted that solar power
plant capex, or capital expenditure (The cost
of long-term improvements) in Pakistan will
drop from $530/kW in 2020 to $371/kW by
2030. A global outlook report that was recently published by SolarPower Europe also predicted that Pakistan will deploy close to 5 GW
of solar capacity by 2022. However, that goal
could not be achieved because of a political crisis and non-implementation of long-term policies. The outgoing government of Imran Khan
had promised that Pakistan would produce
60% of its electricity from renewable sources
by 2030. It had plans to install around 24,000
megawatts of solar and wind power capacity
by 2030, up from just over 1,500 megawatts
in 2021. However, with a before-time regime
change, the fate of the projects has also become
uncertain.
Energy experts and environmentalists
believe that building solar power is well
within the nation’s capabilities, if there is the

political will and funds allocation to support
development. But influential bureaucrats,
policymakers and hydropower lobbies have
always hindered the development of solar
energy plants for their vested interests, claim
the experts.
According to a Germany-based publication ‘DW’, developing solar power would be
cheaper than hydroelectric power in Pakistan,
saying that a $10 billion investment in solar
power could generate 50 to 60 gigawatts of
capacity (50,000-60,000 megawatts). This
would represent 10 times more than what is
produced from the Tarbela and Mangla dams,
the two large hydropower projects of the
country. The report says that finding space for
solar farms, procedural delays in construction
approvals and unattractive tariffs for selling
power to the national grid have been hindering the installation of solar power plants in
the country. “Lack of the political will and
reluctance of government investment dash the
hopes of generating electricity through this
sustainable method,” adds the report.
An economist, Shahida Wizarat, believes that high costs of initial investment is
hampering the growth of solar power, even if
diversifying energy sources makes economic
sense in the long run. If the government plans
investment in the sector, declares it a new
industry, and directs government and private
banks to provide loans to domestic consumers
and industrialists at a minimal interest rate,
the energy crisis could be resolved on a permanent basis in the country.
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Domestic violence still
remains unreported
Dr. Fatima Khan

Ali Hassan says he came across a painful
incident last week which was almost a perfect
re-enactment of an incident he had witnessed
40 years ago, when he was a teenager. On that
day, he was sitting on charpoys in the large
courtyard of their village home, along with his
parents and other siblings late in the evening
when they heard screams of a woman and loud
shouting by a man, who was perhaps beating
her in the street.
“Jeej (Abdul Aziz) is again
having fits of beating Bilquis
(his wife); he is taking her to
her parents house to leave her
there,” Ali Hassan’s mother
grumbled while looking at his
father and her children. “No one
is there to stop that goon, Jeej.
Poor Bilquis; her parents are also
helpless. Every time they had
to send their daughter back to
the home of the goon when the
‘biradari’ pressurises them for
it,” her mother’s moaning continued for a while, until he went
to sleep, with a feeling of pain in
his heart for the poor woman.
Ali Hassan says the cries
of Bilquis, and some other such
women of his village, who had to
face beatings by their husbands
and sometimes fathers and
brothers, kept echoing in his
mind for years, though he had
shifted to Lahore soon after
matriculation in his village school.
Last week, when he was visiting his
first cousin in his native village in Bahawalpur
district, in connection with the wedding ceremony of his son, he again heard the screams of
‘Bilquis’. Sitting under a sheesham tree along
with the family of his cousin in the afternoon,
he heard a woman wailing and crying in the
street, and a man hurling filthy abuses at her
and perhaps also beating her. Ali Hassan’s
bhabhi (sister-in-law) told him that the couple
was living in their neighbourhood, and it was
a routine after every second week for the last
almost one year.
The couple has two children; the woman
does not want to live with her husband.
Whenever she goes to her parents’ home, she
refuses to return to her husband’s home. Then
he mostly brings her home dragging on the
12

street, and sometimes slapping her mercilessly.
That woman’s parents also want her not to get
a divorce, as they are already finding it hard to
marry off their other four daughters, explained
his bhabhi. The matter is never reported to the
police, as neither the parents of the man nor
of the woman support the idea. Whenever,
the ill-fated woman reaches her parents’ home
after getting a beating, she has to return to her
husband due to the pressure of the biradari and
her parents.
Justice (retd) Qazi Muhammad Amin

respect and rights to women by their own
families is more important, as merely making
legislation cannot serve the purpose. Speaking
at the conference, he said creating awareness
among families about rights of women was
crucial, and only that awareness could lead to
the implementation of women rights-related
laws.
The judge wondered why almost all our
laws were enacted in the English language
when a huge majority of our population could
not read and understand it. He questioned

Ahmed says there is nothing surprising in it
that a large number of women do not register a complaint with the police after getting
beatings at the hands of their husbands and
other male members of the family. The retired
judge of the apex court, who is known to have
expertise in criminal law, made a startling
revelation on the basis of a non-governmental organisation’s data that 75% of domestic
violence and harassment cases are not reported
to the police.
He was speaking at a national conference
on judicial response to cases of gender-based
violence, jointly organised by the Federal Judicial Academy and Legal Aid Society, in Karachi
in the second week of May.
A senior judge of the Supreme Court,
Justice Qazi Faez Isa, believes that giving

as to why such laws were not being made in
the Urdu language for the benefit of ordinary
citizens of the country.
Referring to a piece of legislation, Justice
Qazi Faez Isa said that it took 27 years to
rectify an act of rape, which was codified as
Zina Bil Jabr. He questioned as to who would
answer to Allah for the brutality faced by
women during this period.
Justice (retd) Nasira Javed told the
audience that the cases of women affected by
domestic violence and harassment should be
conducted under special arrangements while
they should be decided within two months.
She stressed that NGOs, instead of holding
functions and seminars on rights of women,
should utilise their resources to provide legal
aid to affected women.
RIGHTS

The ‘new’ PM will not be a
panacea to Sri Lanka’s problems
Mario Arulthas

The last week saw the most serious unrest in Sri
Lanka since the aftermath of the Easter Bombing in 2019. A month-long protest in Colombo,
calling on President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
resign, was attacked by pro-government mobs.
Protesters retaliated swiftly, chasing
down those who took part in the attacks,
with videos and photos of stripped and beaten
Rajapaksa supporters circulating on social media. Eight people died in the ensuing violence
across the Sinhala-majority south of the island,
with more than 100 properties torched, mostly
those linked to the president’s party.
The president’s brother, Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa, resigned in the aftermath,
fleeing to a navy camp, a notorious torture site,
in the Tamil-majority northeast. He has now
been replaced by another old face – the United
National Party’s (UNP) Ranil Wickremesinghe, who has occupied the premiership on
no fewer than five previous occasions but has
never seen out a full term. Wickremesinghe
himself has been accused of turning a blind
eye to corruption and scuttling opportunities
for addressing the decades-old ethnic conflict
during his prior stints.
The Rajapaksas’s stunning fall from
grace was precipitated by an economic crisis,
caused by decades of fiscal mismanagement
and exacerbated by their populist policies. Not
even two years ago, Sri Lanka’s most prominent family swept parliamentary elections
in a landslide victory, winning a two-thirds
majority. The Rajapaksas ruled the roost.
President Gotabaya, who also won with a
significant majority in 2019, strengthened his
powers and consolidated the family’s position in state structures and the economy of
the country, amid celebrations by the Sinhala
population. His brother, and former president,
Mahinda won the premiership, and several
other members of the family took control of
key ministries. The UNP was reduced to one
seat. The Rajapaksa victory was almost absolute, with the vast majority of the Sinhala vote
going to their party, the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna, which ran on a populist and racist
platform, promising prosperity, splendour and
the preservation of Sinhala-Buddhist supremacy on the island.
After their election victories in 2019
and 2020, the Rajapaksas wasted no time
in strengthening their grip on the state and
imposing measures that disadvantaged Tamils
and Muslims. From increasing militarisation
OPINION

of Tamil areas, harassment of Tamil journalists and NGOs, to issues such as the forcible
cremation of Muslim COVID victims, the
Rajapaksa government seemed to be intent on
showing non-Sinhala communities that they
were second-class citizens.
The protests in the Sinhala-majority
South, however, did not erupt because of
the longstanding human rights concerns and
accountability demands, but the economic
hardships that the government’s economic
policies brought upon them.
The Rajapaksas promised “vistas of
splendour” and instead brought poverty and
destitution. This resulted in an unprecedented backlash against the government. The

ment expressed concern about the deployment
of the military and condemned the violence
against protesters.
Amnesty International demanded the
immediate rescinding of emergency regulations. Protesters dug in, defying the curfew
and rebuilding the encampments that were destroyed by the pro-government goons. Sinhala
civil society and opposition parties condemned
the government’s actions and reaffirmed their
solidarity with the protesters.
The Rajapaksas managed to push even
those on the fence to the side of the protesters.
They hold the unique record of being the most
universally despised government in Sri Lanka’s
history: despised by Tamils because of the

continuing protection and promotion of the
Sinhala-Buddhist hegemony that has underpinned Sri Lanka’s economic policies since
independence, means that successive governments have made fiscal policy decisions that
are motivated by the desire to maintain the
Sinhala-Buddhist ethnocracy, rather than what
is in the best interest of the country’s economy
and prosperity of all its citizens.
After the assault on protesters and the
ensuing backlash, the state deployed tactics
that are tried and tested among the Tamil population in the northeast, including emergency
regulations granting the military and police
extraordinary powers. Military vehicles can be
seen patrolling Colombo, amid empty streets
due to an on-and-off island-wide curfew, with
soldiers at checkpoints stopping vehicles.
Tensions remain, with the military and
police warning they will shoot violent protesters on sight. Criticism of the government’s
response came swiftly – the US State Depart-

genocidal attacks during the war and continuing oppression; despised by Muslims for enacting discriminatory policies and engineering
ethnic riots against them; and now, despised
by the Sinhalese for bringing economic disaster
upon them.
The appointment of Wickremesinghe
as prime minister is widely seen as a move to
allow President Gotabaya to continue in his
position in the hope that the protests will
eventually dissolve. But this is unlikely to
appease the activists, who are standing firm on
their demand for the president’s resignation.
For Tamils, Wickremesinghe is a familiar foe, and indeed the main Tamil nationalist
parties have slammed his return. The former
current prime minister has rejected accountability for war crimes and even claimed that
he “saved Mahinda Rajapaksa from the electric chair” and protected state officials from
being dragged in front of the International
Criminal Court.
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Feudal lords behind
Sindh water crisis

As Sindh is running short of water, its population, agriculture and livestock are under a
severe threat.
However, the crisis is not confined to
Sindh alone. The entire Pakistan is in the throes
of severe water shortages. That is the main reason why Sindh is being hit hard by the domino
effect of water shortage that actually started
several years ago. Our institutions lack the
requisite competence to handle water issues in
a transparent and proper manner. The authorities, like the Indus River System Authority
(Irsa), do not have competent officials, while
water theft that is depriving people of whatever
water is available is adding insult to injury.
Only influential people have the ‘right to
irrigate’ their lands. The rest have to wait and
see if there is still water left for their irrigation
needs. This blatant theft by the elite is at the
expense of public interest. There is no denying
the fact that the country has been plagued by
feudal culture which is one of the major reasons for our tale of sorrows. A major chunk of
our land is concentrated in a few hands in the
country, while the rest of the population has to
make do with the remaining land.
To make matters worse, water is forcibly
diverted to the agricultural land belonging to
the feudal lords, leaving the rest to wait and
watch in agony. Although there are environmental issues that aggravate the issue of water
scarcity, gross mismanagement, absence of the
right people in the right place and extreme
disparity in water distribution have added to
the magnitude and scale of the crisis.
Considering the problems that have
cropped up owing to lack of seriousness on
the part of those at the helm of national affairs,
planning and rampant corruption within the
system, the population of the people have to
bear the brunt, with water shortage in Sindh’s
barrages and canals having gone well past the
50 per cent mark.
The crisis, beyond the shadow of a doubt,
is of grand proportions, and, predictably, farmers and the poor segments of Sindh are expected
to suffer the fallout of the wrongs perpetrated
by those who wield power. Even if some steps
are taken to overcome the water crisis, it is yet
to be seen how this responsibility is undertaken
that is solely in the hands of the corrupt.
It is regrettable that we are always indolent when it comes to tackling a serious crisis
like the present one, and the population at large
pays for this indifference. While we already
have a fragile economy, this crisis will only
compound our problems. Pakistan counts on
agriculture which accounts for 19pc of GDP, yet
the agriculture sector is the most neglected one.
This crisis in Sindh must serve as a
wake-up call for the other provinces, which
should adopt urgent measures like water con14

servation, go for fair and equitable water distribution among the federating units, and show
a resolute political will to avert the impending
danger of a drought. A United Nations report
has stated that Pakistan is all set to experience
a drought by the year 2025. It is high time the
government and its various agencies took the
matter seriously, taking all the provinces on
board in the larger interest of the country.
Abdul Qadeer Seelro
Larkana

Knowledge economy

Innovative ideas always require fine-tuning by
blending academics and practical perspectives
to achieve the desired result. During the process, accessibility to knowledge leaders plays
a pivotal role. For any business, economic conditions directly impact the company’s growth.
Every industry is just like an atom whose
proximity with other particles determines the
state of the matter.
On the other hand, prosperity and
growth of the economy is very much dependent upon the farsightedness of the knowledge
leaders within that economy; people who not
only keep sight of opportunities at hand, but
also keep an eye on the emerging trends.
Moreover, these knowledge leaders
can equip the investors with the right kind
of knowledge resource that is sometimes
precious, and even though it is available at a
low cost, relatively speaking, it cannot always
reach its rightful user.
Despite rising inflation and setbacks
due to Covid and other elements, Pakistan has
experienced a considerable rise in the number
of start-ups. As per a survey, the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) registered 1,949 new companies in the 2021 fiscal.
Also, according to invest2innovate website, 83
start-ups raised about $350million. However,
considering the gap between incorporations
and success stories is an altogether different
marker and puts a big question mark on the
opportunities available in the market.
The success of these ventures significantly depends upon accessibility to resources that
are not limited to finance. They also include
information that significantly impacts the cost
of investment and enables new entrepreneurs
to revisit their respective business plans in the
initial phase. When it comes to matchmaking
the right idea with the right opportunity, three
key concerns need to be considered. First,
the untapped business market has growth
potential, but is not correctly tapped by virgin
investors. Second, the incentives offered by the
government to the young-preneurs in various
sectors and segments to encourage investment. And, third, accessibility to finance on
investor-friendly terms that at times is either
not available, or, if available, there are several
negative elements attached to it that are not
business-friendly. Unfortunately, this is the

crucial area where the country is lagging behind. The young-preneurs are not conversant
with the available opportunities as neither the
government nor any academic institution has
marketed the niche areas where investors can
test their fates.
The possibilities are often sold to the
established business people. However, when it
comes to new entrants, they are usually pushed
to fight for their fate by putting the burden
of meeting regulatory requirements that are
time-consuming and counterproductive to
innovative young brains.
These issues can be resolved by bridging the knowledge gap at the university level
between professionals as business specialists
and consultants with practical experience who
are not connected with educationists. The
education sector has a theoretical grasp of the
subject, but practical application is lacking at
their end. Therefore, the government, academia
and businesses must formulate ways to connect knowledge and experienced leaders with
young entrepreneurs.In this way, the economy
will not be able to avoid the phenomenon of
brain drain and may flourish by nourishing
the new entrepreneurs with the right kind of
tools to build themselves and the country. The
Greek philosopher was absolutely right when
he said: “The foundation of every state is the
education of its youth.”
Shahid Shoaib
Islamabad

Dengue cases

Cases of dengue continue to rise at an alarming
pace in Turbat. According to media reports, 1,068
dengue cases were reported from January to
April this year. Recently, 360 new cases and two
deaths have also been reported, but the relevant
authorities have failed to control the menace.
No fumigation has been carried out in vast areas
across Balochistan. The provincial health minister and other relevant authorities should take
urgent steps to control the spread of the disease.
Noor Bakhsh Saleem
Turbat

Animals in politics

We have often seen in recent days political
parties mistreating animals for publicity
stunts. A few days ago, a donkey was being
abused at a political rally. Abusing animals
is a crime and is considered a violent act in
civilised countries. The political parties merely
for the sake of seeking attention use these
animals in their rallies and other political
activities. This is blatantly wrong. Political
parties have failed to respect and take care of
human beings, and it is futile to expect them to
be fair to the animals.
Ayesha Hassan
Gojra
YOUR VIEW

UK study key to understanding
child hepatitis cases

Our brains learn from mistakes
and can track performance

As a growing number of children
are diagnosed with acute hepatitis,
scientists are awaiting a study from
the United Kingdom that may shed
light on the cause of the mysterious
outbreak. The World Health Organization said 348 cases of child hepatitis had been identified in 20 nations,
the Voice of America reported. The United Kingdom has reported more
than 160 cases and the United States more than 100. About 70 other cases
from 13 other nations have not been classified.Adenovirus – DNA viruses
that commonly infect the respiratory system – has been linked to most
of the cases but has not been conclusively determined to be the cause.
Scientists have not ruled out a connection to infection from another
virus, COVID-19. “At present, the leading hypotheses remain those which
involve adenovirus — with also still an important consideration about the
role of COVID as well, either as a co-infection or a past infection,” Philippa Easterbrook of the World Health Organization hepatitis program said
recently at a WHO conference, according to Fox News.Easterbrook said
UK researchers are working on a case control study comparing whether
the detection rate of adenovirus differs from that in other hospitalized
children. “That will really help hone down whether adeno is just an incidental infection that’s been detected or there is a causal or likely causal
link,” Easterbrook said. WHO said the viruses that commonly cause viral
hepatitis were not detected in the first 169 cases it investigated, VOA
reported. Hepatitis is inflammation of the liver and can be caused by
infection, autoimmune disorders, or medication. Adenoviruses are spread
by respiratory droplets, close personal contact, and objects that people
touch, but they are rarely associated with liver problems.

Our ability to learn new things and
adjust our approach based on failure and success can be credited to
a multi-tasking group of neurons,
or messenger cells in our brain,
suggest the results of a series of
new lab tests. The study findings,
published in the journal Science, offer fresh insight into how our
brain manages to track and adjust how we function in a wide
variety of situations, whether it’s trying new things or working to
improve skills that aren’t quite up to snuff. “Part of the magic of the
human brain is that it is so flexible,” says senior study author Ueli
Rutishauser, PhD, a professor and director of the Center for Neural
Science and Medicine at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los
Angeles. “We designed our study to decipher how the brain can
generalize and specialize at the same time, both of which are critical for helping us pursue a goal.” To examine this, scientists studied
brain activity in 34 adults with epilepsy who had previously had
electrodes implanted in their brains to help pinpoint the origins of
their seizures. These electrodes were in a region of the brain known
as the medial frontal cortex behind the forehead, which plays a key
role in tracking performance and managing mental skills. All the
people in the study had two common cognitive tests. One, known
as a Stroop task, asks people to read a written word for a color
– like yellow – that’s printed in a different color ink – like purple –
and say the ink color aloud.

Ralph Ellis

High-energy neutrinos may
come from black holes
ripping apart stars
Emily Conover

When a star gets too close to a black
hole, sparks fly. And, potentially, so do
subatomic particles called neutrinos. A
dramatic light show results when a supermassive black hole rips apart a wayward
star. Now, for the second time, a high-energy neutrino has been spotted
that may have come from one of these “tidal disruption events,” researchers report in a study accepted in Physical Review Letters. These lightweight particles, which have no electric charge, careen across the cosmos
and can be detected upon their arrival at Earth. The origins of such zippy
neutrinos are a big mystery in physics. To create them, conditions must
be just right to drastically accelerate charged particles, which would
then produce neutrinos. Scientists have begun lining up likely candidates
for cosmic particle accelerators. In 2020, researchers reported the first
neutrino linked to a tidal disruption event. Other neutrinos have been tied
to active galactic nuclei, bright regions at the centers of some galaxies.
Discovered in 2019, the tidal disruption event reported in the new study
stood out. “It was extraordinarily bright; it’s really one of the brightest
transients ever seen,” says astroparticle physicist Marek Kowalski of
Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron, or DESY, in Zeuthen, Germany.
Transients are short-lived flares in the sky, such as tidal disruption
events and exploding stars called supernovas. Further observations of
the brilliant outburst revealed that it shone in infrared, X-rays and other
wavelengths of light.
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A Denisovan girl’s fossil
tooth may have been
unearthed in Laos
Bruce Bower

A molar tooth from Southeast Asia
probably belonged to a member of a
cryptic group of Stone Age hominids
called Denisovans, researchers say. If
so, this relatively large tooth joins only
a handful of fossils from Denisovans, who are known from ancient
DNA pegging them as close Neandertal relatives. Analyses of the
tooth’s internal structure and protein makeup indicate that the molar came from a girl in the Homo genus. She died between the ages of
3½ and 8½, paleoanthropologist Fabrice Demeter of the University of
Copenhagen and colleagues say. A Denisovan molar that dates to at
least 160,000 years ago was previously found on the Tibetan Plateau.
The newly discovered tooth strongly resembles that other molar,
indicating that the new find is probably Denisovan too, the team reports in Nature Communications. Before the Tibetan Plateau tooth,
all known fossils from the mysterious hominids had been found
in Siberia. Estimated ages of sediment and fossil animal bones in
Tam Ngu Hao 2, or Cobra Cave, in Laos place the tooth found there
between 164,000 and 131,000 years old. It’s possible that the Cobra
Cave tooth represents a Neandertal or someone with Denisovan
and Neandertal ancestry, Demeter says. His group hopes to extract
DNA from the fossil, which could clarify its evolutionary status. It
now appears that at least five Homo species, including Denisovans,
inhabited Southeast Asia between roughly 150,000 and 40,000 years
ago, Demeter says.
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