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Tsunami of price hike
Shahid Husnain

The new government has increased fuel prices
by an unprecedented Rs30/litre and a similar
hike is expected in a couple of weeks, which
will push diesel and petrol prices to over
Rs200/litre. Under IMF conditions, the power
tariff will also be hiked by Rs7/unit in a phased
manner. Gas is also expected to become dearer
by 40-50pc, while the tax collection target is
being raised, which means the existing rate of
taxes will be enhanced, if new taxes are not
being imposed. It sums up that the people
of Pakistan will face the toughest years of
their lives and they would badly miss the last
government, which had become highly unpopular after an unprecedented price hike in the
country. The situation is expected to worsen
beyond their imagination now.
There is no doubt that the coalition
government had to accept the harsh conditions for the revival of the IMF package
to support the national economy. When in
opposition, the ruling parties contended the
PTI government had accepted undue conditions of the IMF and they would abolish them
after coming to power. They also announced
that they would end the autonomy of the
State Bank of Pakistan after coming to power.
However, they have accepted even harsher
conditions now. The last government had
capped the power tariff and fuel prices until
June 2022, when it saw its ouster through
a no-confidence motion. However, the new
government failed to take decisions timely and
delayed hiking fuel prices, which compounded
the situation. If it had increased their prices
by Rs5/litre every fortnight, people would not
have been overburdened so much and they
would not have felt the pain so badly. As the
government plans to increase their prices by
another Rs30/litre, it should start hiking its
rate by Rs5/litre every fortnight, so that people do not feel much pain. Many experts fear
fuel prices could reach Rs250/litre in a few
months. If it happens, it will really bring life in
Pakistan to a halt.
The hike in fuel rates has already led to
an increase in transport fares. Besides, prices
of food and essentials have also skyrocketed.
A day after the fuel price hike, the government
jacked up the prices of flour at Utility Stores
by 22.5pc. The price of a 20kg bag of flour
increased by Rs180, and it is now selling at
Rs980, while the price of a 10kg bag has increased by Rs90, and it is being sold for Rs490.
Though inflation measured by the Sensitive
Price Index (SPI) fell 0.26pc in the week ended
May 26, owing to a drop in the prices of a few
essential food items, prices are projected to
4

increase sharply in the coming weeks. The inflation rate in April skyrocketed to 13.4% – the
highest pace since January 2020. According to
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, the inflation
rate had accelerated due to a surge in the rates
of food and transport commodity groups. The
constant double-digit inflation in the country
has eroded the people’s purchasing power and
a recent report by the World Bank says that
poor families have to spend half of their earnings on buying food. Average inflation during
the first 10 months (July-April) remained in
double digit and shot to over 11pc — far higher
than the government’s target of 8pc and the
initial projection made by the SBP. According
to the Finance Ministry’s monthly economic update, the overall spike in the CPI is on
account of an increase in the prices of imported

The Rs7.25 trillion tax collection target will be
Rs1.15 trillion, or 19pc, higher than this year’s
revised target of Rs6.1 trillion.
According to the latest SBP report,
“External pressures remain elevated and the
inflation outlook has deteriorated due to both
home-grown and international factors. Domestically, an expansionary fiscal stance this
year, exacerbated by the recent energy subsidy
package, has fueled demand and lingering
policy uncertainty has compounded pressures
on the exchange rate. Globally, inflation has
intensified due to the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and renewed supply disruptions caused by the
new COVID wave in China. As a result, almost
all central banks across the world are suddenly
confronting multi-year high inflation and a
challenging outlook.”

items, as the country is a net importer of items,
like crude oil, pulses and edible oil, which ultimately reflect in domestic prices. The Ukraine
war, supply chain disruptions, and global demand recovery all contribute to price increases.
It further said that high international commodity prices not only keep inflation elevated,
but are also a burden on Pakistan’s external
account and foreign exchange reserves.
On the other hand, the IMF has demanded that Pakistan set the next fiscal year’s tax
collection target at Rs7.25 trillion, which will
require the imposition of additional taxes of
around Rs300 billion, including the withdrawal of agriculture tax exemptions and increase
in the burden on the salaried class. The target
is nearly Rs350 billion higher than what tax
authorities believe can be generated in the fiscal year 2022-23, without imposing new taxes.

Though the rupee has started regaining
after the government has accepted the IMF
conditions, yet the local currency has already
plunged to a historic low of Rs200 against the
US dollar. Its fallout will also start reaching
the common people in a few weeks. In fact,
prices of cooking oil have gone up from Rs520/
kg to Rs550/kg. According to the traders
and distributors, their prices will massively
increase in the coming weeks.
It is clear that rising commodity prices
are an international phenomenon and the
government is helpless before it. The last
government was also criticized for price
hike and when it cited international reasons,
nobody would listen to it. In the situation, the
government should tell the nation it is serious
about solving the issues and lead by example
by slashing its expenditure and perks.
ECONOMICS

Balochistan: Dealing with
the terrorist threat
Nasim Ahmed

Recent months have seen a new wave of Baloch
militancy sweeping through Pakistan. The latest
incident involved a female suicide bomber who
targeted a van carrying Chinese academics at
Karachi University. A burqa-clad Baloch woman
killed four people, including three Chinese nationals (tutors), in an attack on a minibus carrying staff from China-built Confucius Institute at
Karachi University. The bomber was identified
as 30-year-old Shaari Baloch, a married mother
of an eight-year-old girl and a four-year-old boy.
The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA)
claimed responsibility for the attack, the first
major one this year against the nationals of
Pakistan’s all-weather ally China working in
Pakistan. The BLA, which is banned in Pakistan
as a terrorist outfit, said it was their first suicide
attack by a woman assailant.
The Karachi attack has been strongly
condemned by all sections of public opinion
in Pakistan. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has expressed his anguish and sorrow over
the death of “Chinese friends”, saying that “he
strongly condemns the heinous and cowardly
act of terrorism” and promised action against
“the perpetrators.” Immediately after the attack,
Shehbaz Sharif met with Charge d’Affaires of
the Embassy of China Pang Chunxue to offer
condolences for the victims in Islamabad.
Pakistan’s foreign ministry called the
suicide blast “a direct attack on Pakistan-China friendship”. On its part China has said the
blood of the Chinese cannot be shed in vain, and
demanded severe punishment for the attackers.
The Pakistan government has officially stated
that it will do everything possible to ensure
the safety of Chinese citizens, institutions and
projects in Pakistan. It is all the more necessary as the BLA has threatened bigger attacks
on Chinese nationals and China’s interests in
Balochistan and elsewhere in Pakistan. It has
warned that “hundreds of highly trained BLA
members are ready to carry out deadly attacks.”
The latest BLA attack is a serious
challenge for the government of PM Shehbaz
Sharif whose rise to power is seen as a welcome
development in Pak-China relations. Soon after
assuming office, Shehbaz Sharif made positive
comments toward China, while his Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail made meeting officials
from the Chinese Embassy his first formal
encounter. At the same time, the appointment of
Ahsan Iqbal as minister responsible for managing the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor gave
a clear signal that the new government wants a
MILITANCY

warmer and more cooperative relationship with
Beijing.
The Karachi suicide bombing is the latest
in a series of attacks by Baloch militants backed
by India and other hostile forces who want the
province to remain mired in poverty as part of
their plan to exploit the situation for pushing
their larger strategic designs to dominate the
region. The foreign-backed insurgents are
specially targeting Chinese nationals because
of Beijing’s heavy investment in Balochistan,
including the Gwadar Port, which promises to
usher in a new era of progress and prosperity for
Baloch people by speeding up infrastructure and
industrial development in the province.
The insurgent groups in Balochistan
have a history of targeting Chinese nationals in
Pakistan, launching a number of attacks over
the years that include targeting the Chinese
consulate in Karachi, the Chinese-built Pearl
Continental Hotel in Gwadar and the Pakistan
Stock Exchange. In 2018, militants blew up a
busload of Chinese engineers going to work in
Balochistan.
The latest attack on the Confucius
Institute, a soft target, is significant in many
ways. For the first time, the BLA made use of
a female suicide bomber who appears to have
been a well-educated, middle-class woman,
suggesting that the Balochi militants’ narrative
is reaching a wider audience in the province.
Secondly, it shows that Baloch militants have
developed the capability to strike targets in
big cities like Karachi and Lahore. In January,
a bomb was detonated in a crowded market in
Lahore, killing three, and in February, a group
of militants attacked two bases belonging to the
Frontier Corps, the paramilitary force charged
with maintaining law and order in Balochistan.
It seems the disparate Baloch militant groups
are coming together in a bid to beef up their
strength.
By targeting the Confucius Institute,
Balochi militants have sent a clear signal to
thousands of Chinese who live and work in
Pakistan. Not all Chinese living and working
in the region are linked to the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor. Many of them live outside
the security cordon that has been put around
official CPEC projects and they are vulnerable
to militant attacks.
Pakistan’s intelligence agencies are in
possession of hard evidence that India, backed
by the CIA and Mossad, is manipulating the
Baloch cause for its own ends. Funds and arms
are provided to misguided elements in order to
keep the pot boiling in Balochistan and thus

impede its progress. The situation calls for new
security measures by Pakistani authorities for
the protection of Chinese citizens working on
CPEC projects and elsewhere.
In the given circumstances, there is an
urgent need to put in place a special security-cum-intelligence apparatus with a countrywide reach for the protection of Chinese
citizens in Pakistan. To increase its effectiveness, the new security set-up should be jointly
manned and managed by Pakistani and Chinese
experts.
At the same time, steps are called for to
counter the disinformation campaign on the
CPEC and its impact on Balochistan’s economy.
Under the CPEC, not only new industrial and
energy projects are being implemented but an
infrastructure network is also being created
linking Balochistan’s Gwadar port to China’s
western Xinjiang region.
A part of China’s global development
strategy, Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the
CPEC includes plans to build road, rail and oil
pipeline links which will launch Balochistan
into a new development phase, creating thousands of jobs for young men in the province.
As against these realities on the ground, the
insurgents are voicing the false narrative that
Islamabad is exploiting local resources with the
help of Beijing.
Behind the heightened militant activities,
India’s footprints are clearly visible. India has repeatedly objected to the CPEC passing through
Pakistan’s Gilgit-Baltistan province and asked
both Pakistan and China not to alter the status
quo in the area because, according to it, Jammu
& Kashmir including Ladakh is an integral part
of India. It is a political stunt by India designed
to thwart China’s regional development plan
which envisages inclusive growth and prosperity for all neighbouring states. As a member of
QUAD, New Delhi is openly supporting the US
policy to encircle and contain China.
On the publicity front, Pakistani authorities have not yet done enough to expose
India’s game in Balochistan. This gap should
be filled. The message must go home to the
people of Balochistan that militants are not their
well-wishers but are harming the long-term
interests of their children. At the same time, the
conventional and social media should be used to
create mass awareness about the revolutionary
change CPEC development projects are bringing in the lives of the people of Balochistan. A
powerful narrative on this theme should be built
to counter the hostile forces’ negative and fake
propaganda on the CPEC.
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Imran Khan trapped?
Muhammad Ali

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman and
former Prime Minister Imran Khan suddenly
called off his protest after giving a six-day
ultimatum to the coalition government to
announce fresh elections. An abrupt end to
a threatening march is being seen differently
by the government, opposition, media and
political activists.
According to many analysts, the march
was abolished after the establishment forced
the government and the PTI leadership to sit
together on the negotiating table and reach
a consensus on fresh elections. It is said that
most leaders in the Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) were already in
favour of new elections. Reportedly, three PTI leaders were flown to
Islamabad from Peshawar for talks
with the coalition government, with
instructions that the present system
would be wrapped up if they failed
to reach a consensus, because there
was a serious threat of deterioration
of the law and order if the confrontation between the government and the
opposition continued for a few more
days. It is said the “threat” of wrapping
up the system worked and both sides
reached a consensus to dissolve the
assemblies. According to unconfirmed
reports making the rounds on social
media, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has signed a summary to dissolve the
National Assembly and all provincial
assemblies and sent it to President Arif Alvi
and the assemblies would be dissolved before
Imran Khan’s deadline expires.
According to unconfirmed reports, the
PTI chairman had also sought national and
international guarantees for it, which were
provided to him. However, he has rejected the
impression that he had called off his march
after a deal. A day after abolishing the march,
he told a press conference that he had feared
violence and bloodshed between the police
and his activists and again warned of a better
“organised” march after the deadline because
he thought his party was not ready for police
violence it had to face in Islamabad, Punjab and
Sindh. He believes the situation will not be as
unfavourable for his next rally after a Supreme
Court verdict, which allowed his party to hold
a march in Islamabad and ordered the government not to use force against the party.
On the other, many analysts and even
PTI activists believe Imran Khan has been
trapped by the government. It is said the gov6

ernment has not assured him of early elections
and it plans to complete its remaining term
till August 2013. Analysts sympathetic to the
government claim the march had been successfully blocked by the use of force and violence
through the police, but the Supreme Court of
Pakistan thwarted the efforts by allowing the
PTI to hold a rally in Islamabad. The court,
accepting the party’s right to protest, also
restrained the government from arresting its
leaders and workers. It also instructed the
authorities not to make “unnecessary use of
force” and not raid homes and offices of or arrest other PTI leaders and workers and ordered
the immediate release of detained lawyers as
well as those arrested under the Maintenance

cost so they cannot propagate their misleading
agenda. These people have moved from abuse
to bullets. The PTI leadership had gathered
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and was planning to
use the province’s resources and personnel to
attack the federation. They want to come as a
mob that has no legal or constitutional status.
This cannot be allowed,” he asserted.
True to its words, the government used
every possible way to stop the PTI rally. The
local administration in various cities set up
roadblocks to prevent the movement of long
march participants. All bridges and roads
leading to Islamabad, including Motorways,
the GT Road and Highways, were blocked. All
exams were postponed and businesses closed.

of Public Order (MPO) Ordinance 1960, adding
that those involved in “heinous crimes” and
nominated in FIRs would be dealt with by the
high courts. The SC bench, in its order, said it
hoped that the top PTI leadership would also
tell party supporters to not take the law into
their own hands. The court issued the orders
after the PTI had assured it that its workers
would not cause damage to public and private
properties. Allowing the protest on Srinagar
Highway, the court said the flow of traffic
must not be affected, the citizens not troubled
and the protesters should remain peaceful.
Earlier, the government had not allowed
the party to hold its rally in Islamabad and
warned it of serious consequences and use of
force, if the state writ was challenged. Addressing a press conference after a cabinet meeting
ahead of the march, Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said the government would not allow
the PTI to spread “chaos and disorder” in the
guise of the march. “They will be stopped at any

Thousands of PTI workers were arrested
in Punjab in Sindh. They were also brutally
beaten in Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad. The
country has not seen heavier teargas shelling in
its history. However, the PML-N-led government failed to stop PTI activists from reaching
near D-Chowk despite the heavy shelling and
setting up heavy barriers.
It is clear that Imran Khan has won the
first round. However, his activists fear he has
been trapped by the government. The government would not have increased the prices of
petroleum products by massive Rs30/litre to
revive the IMF package, if it was serious about
holding new elections. After announcing the
hike, Finance Minister Miftah Imsail announced that the coalition government would
complete its remaining term till August 2013.
In his address to the nation, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has also ruled out early elections. It means the country will face a really
serious situation in the coming days.
POLITICS

Global food crisis and
the World Bank role
Muhammad Asim Nisar

The world is once again faced with a serious
food shortage crisis. Following the devastation caused by the coronavirus pandemic,
the Ukraine-Russia war has come as another
shock. The two warring countries are among
the top wheat growers in the world and
considered to be the breadbasket of Europe.
Supplies from the two sources have dwindled
dangerously in recent months. The Ukrainian
government has banned the export of wheat
and other food staples in order to protect
essential supplies for its own population.
Wheat prices are soaring, raising the
spectre of severe food shortages and hunger
across the globe. Much of the western US has
been hit by drought, which has been made
worse by climate change.
It is relevant to note here that combined
together Ukraine and Russia make up about 30
percent of global wheat exports. In recent years
growing hunger has afflicted a large number of
people around the world. From 720 million to
811 million people faced hunger in 2020, according to a recent report by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
A recent UN report said that world food
prices, already surging because of the pandemic, reached an all-time high in February this
year, when they increased by about 2.1 percent.
Wheat is a global commodity and war-related
shortages are making prices more volatile. The
United States exports about half of its wheat
supply but is now limiting the supplies.
According to experts, in the coming days,
the situation threatens to become more severe
for countries that rely heavily on grain imports.
They include countries in the Middle East,
Northern Africa and Asia. About one-third
of Ukraine’s total wheat exports go to three
countries: Egypt, Indonesia and Bangladesh.
To deal with the situation, the World
Bank has announced a range of actions as part
of a comprehensive, global response to the
ongoing food security crisis, with up to $30
billion in existing and new projects in areas
such as agriculture, nutrition, social protection, water and irrigation. This financing will
include efforts to encourage food and fertilizer
production, enhance food systems, facilitate
greater trade, and support vulnerable households and producers.
“Food price increases are having devastating effects on the poorest and most vulnerable,” said World Bank Group President David
Malpass. “To inform and stabilize markets, it
OPINION

is critical that countries make clear statements
now of future output increases in response to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Countries should
make concerted efforts to increase the supply
of energy and fertilizer, help farmers increase
plantings and crop yields, and remove policies
that block exports and imports, divert food to
biofuel, or encourage unnecessary storage.”
The World Bank is working with countries on the preparation of $12 billion of new
projects for the next 15 months to respond to
the food security crisis. These projects are expected to support agriculture, social protection
to cushion the effects of higher food prices,
and water and irrigation projects, with the
majority of resources going to Africa and the
Middle East, Eastern Europe and Central Asia,
and South Asia. In addition, the World Bank’s
existing portfolio includes undisbursed balances of $18.7 billion in projects with direct links
to food and nutrition security issues, covering
agriculture and natural resources, nutrition,
social protection, and other sectors. Altogether,
this would amount to over $30 billion available
for implementation to address food insecurity
over the next 15 months. This response will
draw on the full range of the Bank’s financing
instruments developed over the years.
According to the latest report, the World
Bank Group’s global response will focus on
four priority areas: One, it will support production and producers: Take actions to enhance
next season’s production by removing input
trade barriers, promoting more efficient use of
fertilizers, and repurposing public policies and

expenditures to better support farmers and
output. Two, the WB will facilitate increased
trade: Build international consensus (G7, G20,
others) and commitment to avoid export restrictions that increase global food prices and
import restrictions that discourage production
in developing countries.
Three, the World Bank will lay special
emphasis on vulnerable households: Scale up
targeted, nutrition-sensitive social protection
programs and replenish early-response financing mechanisms. Four, the Bank will invest
in sustainable food and nutrition security:
Strengthen food systems to make them more
resilient to rising risks (conflict, climate, pests,
diseases), trade disruptions and economic
shocks – balance immediate/short-term needs
with long-term investments.
According to international food experts,
the World Bank gained extensive experience
in response to the 2007-2008 global food price
crisis through the temporary Global Food Crisis Response Program (GFRP) that received
donor contributions and channeled funds to
49 affected countries through 100 projects.
Since then, the Bank has built up new tools
dedicated to responding to food security crises,
including the IDA Crisis Response Window.
The World Bank also hosts the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program (GAFSP),
which is an existing financial intermediary
fund dedicated to improving food security in
low-income countries and could be replenished to help fund the response to the current
global food crisis.
7

Half-truths about
economy
Husnain Shahid

The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
government has released “statistics” to claim
that its five-year (2013-18) performance was
better than that of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) setup, led by Prime Minister Imran
Khan, who was ousted through a no-confidence motion. The PML-N claims its tenure
was marked by high economic growth, low
inflation and unemployment rates, reduction
in poverty, corruption and debt, increase in tax
collection, and drop in trade and fiscal deficits.
However, if analysed carefully, it becomes
clear that almost all economic indicators in the
PTI government were better than that of the
PML-N regime, except inflation and unemployment.
It is also a fact that high prices are an international issue and the coalition government
has fully realized it after overthrowing the PTI
government as it could not bring down prices
in two weeks, as promised by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif in his interviews before coming
to power. Instead, prices of food and essentials
have skyrocketed in the new government. As
regards employment opportunities, it should
also be kept in mind that the PTI government
had to face the COVID-19 pandemic, which
harmed even developed economies. Still the PTI
government took effective measures to save the
lives and jobs of people, which were appreciated by all world bodies. Despite facing the worst
crisis of human history, the PTI government
created 5.8 million jobs in three years. On the
other hand, the PML-N had not faced such a
situation. It also artificially kept the dollar rate
low against the rupee and pumped $6-7b into
the market every year. It aimed to keep inflation in check but it put an unbearable burden
on Pakistan’s economy. The PTI had to remove
this structural flaw, which led to price hikes in
the country. Though the flexible exchange rate
was one of the IMF conditions, yet it provided breathing space to the national economy,
especially during the pandemic, when all world
economies were suffering badly.
According to the government, when the
PML-N completed its term in 2018, dollar-rupee parity stood at Rs116 but when the PTI
regime was removed through a vote of no-confidence one dollar was equal to Rs189. Here,
the government is telling a half-truth. It did
not tell the complete story. It should also have
informed the nation that it had spent almost
$25-35b in its five years to keep the price of the
8

US dollar artificially low, which overburdened
the economy.
According to the government, at the end
of the PML-N tenure in 2018, the GDP growth
rate was at 6.1pc, but the PTI had brought it to
negative. It is also a half-baked fact. According
to a report released by the current PML-N
government, the GDP growth rate in the PTI
government’s last year remained over 6pc. It
was about 5.5pc in the previous year. The GDP
growth rate remained negative when the pandemic was raging in the world and Pakistan.
The government should have told the whole
truth to the nation.
The inflation rate in 2018 was only 3.4pc
which climbed to 13pc by the end of the PTI
rule. Likewise, food inflation, which was only
2.3pc in 2018, rose to 15pc by the end of the

of default when the PML-N completed its
term and all key indicators proved it. In 2018,
the current account deficit was $20 billion,
the highest in Pakistan’s history, while it was
just $623 million in April 2022, when the PTI
government was removed. Foreign reserves
in 2018 were just $9 billion, hardly enough to
meet the needs of the country for a few weeks.
They were over $22 billion in April. Tax collection in 2018 was Rs3,770 billion and Rs6,100
in 2022. Foreign remittances in 2018 were $19
billion and $31 in 2022, exports in 2018 were
$20 billion and $36 billion in 2022, the total
volume of the economy was Rs3,500b in 2018
and Rs6,500 in 2022.
The PTI government was often criticised
for debt but it is a fact that it obtained less loan
as compared to Pakistan’s GDP than received

PTI tenure, the government claims. There
are two reasons behind the low inflation rate
then. First, international commodity rates
were not as high as they are now. Fuel prices
have reached their unprecedented levels in the
world. The PTI government could not do much
about it. The new government is also helpless
about it, otherwise it would not have increased
petrol and diesel prices by Rs30/litre in one
go, which has not happened in Pakistan’s
history. Then the past PML-N government
artificially kept the dollar-rupee exchange rate
high. Otherwise, prices would not have been as
low. When the current government cites low
electricity tariffs and gas prices, it should also
inform the nation that international prices of
gas have doubled only in a year and Pakistan
has to import it to meet its needs. It should
also tell the nation why it has failed to bring
down their rates now.
It is a fact that Pakistan was on the verge

by the PML-N government. The debt-to-GDP
rate in 2018 was 70pc, but it fell to 65pc in
2022. It is for the first time in Pakistan’s history that its debt-to-GDP ratio has decreased.
The PTI also created 5.8 million jobs in
the last three years despite facing the pandemic. It also distributed Rs3.6 billion under
the Ehsaas programme while the PML-N had
given away Rs1.2b under the Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP) in 2018. Besides,
the PTI also launched low-cost housing, Sehat
card, Kisan card, Mazdoor card, ration card,
interest-free loans, Ehsaas scholarships worth
Rs38 billion, 10 billion tree project, started
work on 10 dams, 31 hospitals, 21 universities
and hundreds of colleges.
The statistics show the PML-N should
not talk about its economic performance
because Pakistan was worse off at the end of
its tenure in 2018 and even the previous PPP
government had fared better than it.
ECONOMICS

Transforming international
power dynamics
Raza Khan

Since the end of the Cold War, most great powers have been pursuing foreign policies focusing
on geo-economics while shunning geo-strategic
aims and ideals. The rise of China and with it
state capitalism also contributed to the emphasis on geo-economics rather than geopolitics.
Geo-economics means that economic
tools, like trade, aid and investment, are used to
achieve geo-political objectives, like controlling
the behaviours and policies of other states. There
is also another aspect of geo-economics, that is
to use geo-political tools, like war, diplomacy
and border management, to attain geo-economic
objectives, for instance GDP growth and improving economic conditions of people.
China seems to be the main advocate of
geo-economics and, therefore, it has come up
with mega projects, like Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), aiming at economically integrating
around 60 countries in the Afro Eurasian landmass. So, the geo-economic focus of Chinese foreign policy has made it a really great power and
it is on the course of becoming a great power
centre of the world. However, another important global power, the Russian Federation, is still
very much engrossed in geopolitics of the past.
This may be so that a self-appointed President
Vladimir Putin has been in the saddle for the
last two decades. Therefore, instead of focusing
all out on the improvement of the economy,
Moscow has been looking for ways and means
to increase its territory, a key geopolitical objective, by continuing to occupy Crimea, which
historically is Ukrainian territory. Although
Russia may have some geo-economic aims by
holding on to Crimea, yet the strategy is mainly
geostrategic in formulation.
After the end of the Cold War and the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the world had
practically become uni-polar. In the post-Soviet
and Cold War era, America has been nearly
dominating the international political scene.
But the dominance had its advantages and
disadvantages. In the Cold War era, the greatest
challenge to US power came from non-state
actors rather than any other state.
The non-state challenge to the US-dominated uni-polar world mainly came from
Muslim militant organisations, particularly Al
Qaeda, which attacked American mainland on
September 9, 2001. In response to Al Qaeda’s attack, America launched the global war on terror
against Muslim militant organisations spread
around the world, particularly in Afghanistan,
GEO-ECONOMICS

the Middle East and South
Asia.
Washington started
peace talks with the Afghan
Taliban to pave the way for
its withdrawal from Afghanistan and it resulted in the
historic February 2020 deal
between the two sides. It is
important to note that the
Afghan Taliban were fundamentally non-state actors but
ultimately able to dominate
entire Afghanistan by force of
arms in September 1996 and
it transformed the group into a state actor by
establishing an iron-fisted rule in Afghanistan.
More importantly, it was the non-state Taliban
militia transformed into a state actor that provided sanctuaries, rally grounds and launching
pads to non-state global militant organisations,
like Al Qaeda and several others Central Asian
and South Asian militias and terrorist outfits.
Activities of the militant and terrorist outfits
precipitated the global war on terror. It shows
that ruthless non-state actors, even if transformed into state actors, are quite dangerous
for regional and global stability. For instance,
Islamic State, which emerged from nowhere in
2014 to dominate large swathes of territory in
Iraq and Syria, which it named Islamic Caliphate, in other words a state, profoundly disturbed
international peace and stability. By the way,
American revolutionaries in the late 18th century, led by George Washington, were acting as an
armed militia. However, the difference between
today’s non-state actors and that of the past is
that the latter more often were motivated by an
articulate intellectual movement. In the case of
the American Revolution, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay,
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and George
Washington provided the intellectual strength
and in the case of the French Revolution, John
Jacques Rousseau, Voltaire and Montesquieu
led the way.
Coming to the threat from non-state
militant organisations to the US power and
dominance in the post-Cold War era, it has
been both ideological (albeit inarticulate) and
financial. However, non-state actors could not
pose as huge a financial threat due to limited
resources vis-a-vis state actors as once the
Soviet Union had posed to Washington and
its dominated international order. Therefore,
America has largely been successful in overcom-

ing the threat from non-state actors.
On the other hand, the international
political scenario has been slowly and gradually changing towards a kind of another Cold
War. It is fundamentally because of the rise of
China as a new global power centre. Moreover,
China has also been adapting soft economic
expansionist policies as is evident from the
programme of President Xi Jinping, the BRI.
Through the initiative, China wants to economically integrate the Afro Eurasian landmass with
Beijing as the centre to get maximum advantage
out of it. Resultantly, yet again the American
global dominance is under threat now from
state actors and in this regard the biggest threat
comes from China. The growing trade standoff
between China and America and the occasional
crossing of swords between them in the South
China Sea and polemics over Taiwan and Hong
Kong are symptomatic of the new Cold War.
In this global scenario, India, which wants
to be another power centre, is siding with
America, because China, its neighbour, is not
only the strategic rival of Washington but also
a potential economic antagonist. Russia, the
successor state of the Soviet Union, is looking
at the situation carefully and doesn’t want to
jump to any side and play its cards close to its
chest. Like others, Moscow would like to get
maximum advantage out of the rivalry between
America and China. Small countries, like
Pakistan, Iran, Egypt and Turkey, are allying
with one side or the other, keeping in view their
economic and security needs.
The global power scene has transformed
with China emerging as an established power
centre and it is an interesting situation but has
its opportunities and pitfalls. On the other hand,
America has withdrawn from Afghanistan.
Our policymakers must act carefully to take
advantage as well as to secure the country from
ill-effects of the situation.
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Social sciences as
important as sciences
Rasheed Ali

During the past several decades, the importance of education in the fields of medical, engineering and technology has been stressed to
the extent that those studying social sciences
and humanities sometimes feel as if they were
superfluous.
However, educationists think the
other way round. Prof. Dr. Sohail H. Naqvi,
former executive director of the Higher
Education Commission (HEC) and presently
the rector of the University of Central Asia,
believes that promotion of social sciences at
institutions of higher education is vital for
bringing about good governance, the rule of
law, peace and tolerance in society. In a talk
with Cutting Edge, he says that he had been
committed to developing social sciences and
a number of practical steps had been taken in
this regard. Subjects related to social sciences
had been included as an integral part of the
BS four-year programme when he was working as executive director of the HEC, he said,
emphasising the importance of close linkages
between campuses and communities.
Prof. Dr. Mohammad Nizamuddin,
Pro-Rector at Superior University Lahore,
completely agrees with the assertions of
Dr. Naqvi. “The study of human sciences
attempts to expand and enlighten the human
being’s knowledge of their existence, their
interrelationship with other species and
systems, and the development of artefacts to
perpetuate human expression and thought,”
he says. “It is, in fact, the study of the human
phenomenon.”
Dr. Nizamuddin told Cutting Edge that
a countrywide consultation process with
stakeholders had been launched to improve
the state of social sciences in the country. He
says that all possible efforts have been made
for the provision of equitable, accessible and
quality higher education in Pakistan. The
educationist also calls upon civil society representatives to work closely with the Higher
Education Commission to secure the goal.
Explaining social sciences, Zafarullah
Khan, former executive director at the Centre
for Civic Education, Islamabad, said that
human science - also known as humanistic
social science, moral science and human
sciences - refers to the investigation of human
life and activities through a phenomeno10

logical methodology that acknowledges the
validity of both sensory and psychological
experience. It includes but is not necessarily
limited to humanistic modes of inquiry within fields of social sciences and humanities, including history, sociology, anthropology, and
economics. Its use of an empirical methodology that encompasses psychological experience contrasts with the purely positivistic
approach typical of natural sciences which
exclude all methods not based solely on
sensory observations. Thus, the term is often
used to distinguish not only the content of a
field of study from those of natural sciences,
but also its methodology.
Referring to the latest developments,
Zafarullah Khan said that human science
has been used to refer to “a philosophy and
approach to science that seeks to understand
human experience in deeply subjective, personal, historical, contextual, cross-cultural,
political, and spiritual terms. Human science
is the science of qualities rather than of
quantities and closes the subject-object split
in science.
“In particular, it addresses the ways in
which self-reflection, art, music, poetry, drama, language and imagery reveal the human
condition. By being interpretive, reflective
and appreciative, human science re-opens
the conversation among science, art, and
philosophy.”
Prof. Dr. Obaidullah, a senior teacher
at the Institute of Education and Research
(IER), University of the Punjab, Lahore, does
not believe that social sciences are unimportant subjects. He says that social sciences
have a wide scope. Social sciences comprise
academic disciplines concerned with the
study of the social life of human groups, animals and individuals including anthropology,
archaeology, communication studies, cultural
studies, demography, economics, human
geography, history, linguistics, media studies,
political science, psychology, social work and
sociology.
He states that social sciences are
sometimes criticised as being less scientific
than natural sciences in that they are seen
as being less rigorous or empirical in their
methods. This claim has been made in the
so-called science wars and is most commonly made when comparing social sciences to
fields such as physics, chemistry or biology in
which corroboration of the hypothesis is far

more incisive with regard to data observed
from specifically designed experiments.
Social sciences can, thus, be deemed to be
largely observational, in that explanations for
cause-effect relationships are largely subjective. A limited degree of freedom is available
in designing the factor setting for a particular
observational study. Social scientists, however, argue against such claims by pointing to
the use of a rich variety of scientific processes,
mathematical proofs, and other methods in
their professional literature.
Another major reference in our society
is religion, as far as the study of social sciences is concerned. Deplorably, one area of
knowledge that has deeply been neglected
by Muslims in the past is the arena of social
sciences. Except for the Islamisation of
Knowledge project and the American Journal
of Islamic Social Sciences, both initiatives
launched by American Muslims in the early
1980s, there has been very little attempt by
Muslims to indigenize social sciences.
Dr. M. A. Muqtedar Khan, an educationist based in the USA, writes in an article
that social sciences, unlike Islamic sciences,
which are essentially normative paradigms,
have an empirical focus. Social sciences
are more interested in understanding and
describing the world as it is, rather than on
postulating on how it ought to be. Without
being prejudicial about what is more important, we must realise that while medieval
Islamic sciences do provide a view of how
the world ought to be a thousand years ago
they do not equip our jurist-scholars with the
training and tools necessary to understand
the world as it is.
Dr. Muqtedar Khan believes that social
scientists must not only be consulted but
also encouraged to research, speak and write
freely on the most important and pressing
issues such as external and internal security, geopolitics, globalisation, inter-faith
politics, economics, social and public policy
and short- and long-term planning. Other
issues that they can enrich are normative
discussions based on empirical experience of
institutions and polities that are best suited
for our times. Social sciences are now very diverse, very complex and very advanced. They
deal with issues uniformly and their findings
impact policy at all levels. There is no denying
the fact that the future belongs to those who
have thought the deepest about it.
EDUCATION

Let sunflower blossom,
cut the import bill
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The word “cash crop” is associated with the
cotton crop in Pakistan, but the concept has
wider scope in the agriculture sector across
the globe. According to agronomists, any grain,
legume, fruit, or other plant crop grown not for
consumption by farmers, but specifically to be
sold for profit are included in the list of “cash
crops”. Some crops grow more densely and
productively than others, meaning that they are
great choices for farmers. These crops give farmers a lot of return on their investment, requiring
relatively little land to produce big results. Local
agriculturists believe oil-producing plants, sunflower, can be more profitable than any other
cash crop, including cotton, in Pakistan, for
being an essential part of the worldwide trade
and food consumption today.
According to a research study conducted
by Agricultural Research Institute, Tarnab,
Peshawar, sunflower cultivation as a cash crop
has increased many times during the last two
decades. The study was conducted to examine
trends in sunflower acreage, production and
trade patterns and to determine its potential to
increase oilseed production in the country and
to identify factors and constraints for fluctuations in sunflower acreage and production.
The study findings say the sunflower
crop also attracted farmers in Pakistan for
being a fast-growing crop that can be planted
in between planting seasons. It tolerates a wide
variety of soil conditions and the crop brings in
high yields. With high demand for sunflower oil
in Pakistan, it has become an excellent source
of income for farmers, and can help support
sustainable growth in communities. The crop
gets ready in just three months.
With an increase in the population at a
fast rate, to meet their food needs and due to
changing weather patterns, the need for changing crop patterns has also increased manifold.
Despite Pakistan being an agrarian country,
food imports increased by 82 per cent in August
2021, compared to August last year, according to
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
The official data showed that ghee and
cooking oil prices at home had increased roughly by 40 per cent, year-on-year in September
2021 — palm oil imports, the biggest component of food imports, more than doubled in
terms of dollar value in August 2021, compared
to 2020. Fluctuating around $2 billion every
AGRICULTURE

year, palm oil is a staple of food imports sourced
from Malaysia and Indonesia, both countries
with which we have trade agreements. In the
first half of 2021, edible oil prices were at a
multi-year high, rising as much as 62 per cent.
Bad weather conditions in major producing
countries and increasing use of biofuels had
constrained supplies.
It must set alarm bells ringing at the departments concerned that the country’s oilseed
production is declining due to falling cotton
production, which leads to a decrease in cottonseed. In the past, the federal and provincial
governments had launched an oilseed promotion initiative and growers received a subsidy of
Rs5,000 per acre for planting up to 20 acres of
canola and sunflower. The initiative resulted in
some planting increases, but a significant breakthrough did not happen mainly due to competition from major crops i.e., wheat and sugarcane,
that have the benefit of support prices.
Agricultural experts say soybean production stands at a very low level in Pakistan,
and it is difficult to increase due to harsh
summer conditions and a lack of planting seed
varieties in the country. In the situation, those
attached with the field would have to look for
alternatives, and the best would be sunflower
in Pakistan. However, the federal and provincial governments would have to take special
measures to make famers go for the “cash crop”.
As most oilseeds are Rabi crops, farmers tend to
opt for wheat over oilseeds. For sunflower and
soybeans, the two crops that could be produced
during the Kharif season, farmers tend to view
cotton, rice, corn and sugarcane as more profitable options.
Imran Nasrullah, Chief Executive Officer/
Country Lead of Cargill Pakistan, says food
insecurity will worsen in Pakistan if the country
keeps growing wrong crops. An MBA graduate
of Imperial College London and a Fellow of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants in England,
Imran says Pakistan is among largest importers of soybean, as well as palm oil and other
food ingredients. Palm oil is one of Pakistan’s
largest imports. He says Pakistan produces
approximately 0.7 million tons of oilseeds,
which is split among canola, rapeseeds, mustard
seeds, sunflower, sesame, and this excludes
cottonseed. Pakistan imports 3.5 million tons
of oilseeds whereas the total requirement is
4.2 million tons. The gap is large because the
population growth and meat consumption is

growing at 2 to 2.5 per cent, he says. He believes
the government will have to incentivise oilseeds
production, especially sunflower, which suits
the local weather conditions and soils.
Muhammad Aftab, Chief Scientist,
Oilseed Research Institute, Faisalabad, says
sunflower is one of the most important oilseed
crops of the world and the third most important
oilseed crop after cotton, rapeseed and mustard
in Pakistan. Pakistan produces only 18 per cent
of required edible oil locally, while the rest
is imported from other countries. Sunflower
contributes 11pc to the local production of oil.
He says the government has launched a subsidy
programme to enhance the production of
sunflower in Pakistan. Sunflower seed contains
40pc oil and is a good source of vitamins A,
B and K. Sunflower oil is considered best for
heart patients as it contains 90pc unsaturated
fatty acids. It contains 30pc monounsaturated
Omega-9 and 59pc polyunsaturated Omega-6.
It has a short growth period (100-120 days) and
can be grown twice a year and has the ability to
be fitted into different crop rotations.
He called upon farmers to bring maximum land under cultivation of the cash crop.
He believes sunflower sowing locally can help
the country slash its import bill. He says the
Agriculture Department has divided Punjab into
three zones for cultivation and better production of the sunflower crop. Growers of Dera
Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur should start cultivation of sunflower in the last week of December
and complete it till January 31, while those in
Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan, Khanewal, Multan, Muzaffargarh, Layyah, Lodhran, Bhakkar,
Vehari and Bahawalnagar should cultivate it
from 1st to 31st of January. Similarly, farmers
of Faisalabad, Mianwali, Sargodha, Khushab,
Jhang, Sahiwal, Okara, Sialkot, Gujranwala,
Lahore, Mandi Bahauddin, Kasur, Sheikhupura,
Nankana Sahib, Narowal, Attock, Rawalpindi,
Gujrat and Chakwal should cultivate the crop
from January 15 to February 15.
He suggests cultivating hybrid sunflower
varieties, like Hi-sun-33, Hi-sun-39, T-40318,
Agora-4, NKR Mini, US-666, US-444, PARSun-3, Oxen-5264, Oxen-5270, S-278, HSF360-A, Sun-7, Arvi-Sun-648 and Arvi-Sun-516,
etc, because the varieties are not only disease-resistant but also provide bumper yields. Farmers
should use 2-kilogram per acre high-quality
seed which has over 90pc growth ratio to complete the number of plants in the field.
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Who will protect girls’
equal right to education?
Dr. Fatima Khan

In the recent past, some young Pakistani girl
students have been honoured and rewarded
for their services in the field of education. Top
of the list was the world’s youngest Microsoft
Certified Professional, Arfa Karim Randhawa
(1995-2012), who won laurels for the country at
a very young age. Various IT parks, scholarships
and medals were named after her.
Another brilliant and extraordinary Pakistani girl is Malala Yousafzai, who is an activist
for female education and the 2014 Nobel Peace
Prize laureate. Various educational institutions,
including Government Mission School, located
near Civil Hospital in Karachi, were named after
her. The brave girl had raised her voice against
extremism in Swat and gave the message to the
world that Pakistanis are peace-loving people.
However, these are only a few examples of
a bright picture. Overall, the situation of women’s education in the country is depressing, and
the voices for their equal right to education are
almost non-existent. The female literacy rate in
Pakistan is among the lowest in the world. The
literacy rate for urban women is more than five
times the rate for rural women, which shows a
huge gap between rural and urban women, as
far literacy is concerned. The school dropout
rate among girls is also very high (almost 50%),
especially in rural areas.
The main reason for lack of parents’
interest in their daughters’ education lies in
the religious and cultural views of the people,
and the traditional agrarian economy. Though
boys in the rural areas often get a rudimentary,
back-to-basics style education, even that is rare
for girls, who typically are put to work as young
as age 6, cooking, cleaning or working in family
fields.
Educationists give various reasons for
the low female literacy rate in the country.
According to them, the first cause of women’s illiteracy is the increase in the population, which
is playing a negative role in female education.
A family having more children and less income,
mostly prefers educating boys only, while girls
learn domestic skills.
Secondly, there is also a misconception
that women merely have to manage a home
after being married, whereas men have to earn;
therefore, education matters only for males, and
not for females.
Thirdly, it is mostly observed that
traditionally, women are considered as the
possession of males of the family. So, the males
12

are responsible for taking decisions about their
lives. In most cases, males do not allow their
sisters or daughters to go to schools or universities. Additionally, some families do not like their
daughters to study in co-education institutions,
thus depriving them of higher education.
Fourthly, the social setup is dominated
by men. Girls cannot move freely; thus, a male
of the family has to take responsibility for her
care. This makes it difficult for females to move
around. There is also a sharp division between
female-oriented work and male-oriented work.
Females are not allowed to work in all spheres

is one reason fewer girls attend high school. A
study in Pakistan showed that the distance from
school resulted in a 20% reduction in attendance, while studies in Egypt, Indonesia and
Africa show that placing schools closer to home
results in higher attendance.
As said earlier, people’s religious beliefs
and cultural norms prove to be a major hindrance in girls going to educational institutions.
A woman researcher quoted a cleric opposing
higher education for girls in his Friday prayers
sermon. The maulana said that the primary
reason why the Muslim world was supposedly

of life, therefore, their education is not considered important. According to official figures,
only one in three women in rural areas can read,
though real figures are far less than that. Overall,
education is “a dream” for boys and “unimaginable” for girls, according to a report issued last
year by the United Nations.
The UN report said that just around 39%
of rural girls attend secondary school in most
developing countries including Pakistan. This
is far fewer than rural boys (45%), urban girls
(59%) and urban boys (60%) among the developing states.
Data from 68 countries indicated that
a woman’s education is a key factor in determining a child’s survival, according to the UN
statistics. Children of mothers with no education in developing countries are 3.1 times more
likely to die than those with mothers who have
secondary or tertiary education, and 1.6 more
likely to die than those whose mothers have
primary-level education, the report said.
The report added that lack of local schools

headed for rampant decline was because “Muslims have become “beghairats” (people who lack
self-esteem) as they send their daughters abroad
to acquire education and invite “God’s wrath”.
This claim shows the mindset which is opposed
to girls’ education. A district programme
manager for an organisation working for women
empowerment and female education in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa told the writer that people
are scared of sending their girls to school.
It is a tragedy that even women are not
convinced of girls’ education in our society. It is
a fact that every barbaric act perpetrated against
women is committed with the help of a ‘female
accomplice’. Whether it’s ‘forbidding’ girls to
attend schools or acts of ‘domestic violence’,
women assist men in building a society which
does not serve as a safe haven for women. Perhaps these acts are motivated by vengeance by
women who once put up with being deprived of
their basic rights when they were young themselves. Girls are only taught by their mothers to
be dutiful wives and daughters.
RIGHTS

Is Putin achieving his
goals in Ukraine?
Leonid Ragozin

The last of the Ukrainian defenders in the port
city of Mariupol surrendered at the Azovstal
plant. The fact that at least half of them belong
to the Azov regiment, created by far-right militants in 2014, offers the Kremlin a chance to
claim major progress with regards to one of the
officially declared goals of its war on Ukraine –
the “denazification” of the country.
Inevitably, the Russian propaganda
machine is now excitedly parading all the
tattoos and patches on the uniforms of the
surrendering Ukrainian soldiers, which betray
the far-right sympathies of their bearers. In
violation of the Geneva Convention relative to
the Treatment of Prisoners of War, pro-Kremlin outlets are circulating videos of POWs,
who are being forced to strip and expose their
tattoos for the cameras of propagandist TV
channels. Filming POWs, including scenes of
their interrogation and torture, is practised by
both sides in this war.
Officials in both Russia and Russian-backed unrecognised statelets in eastern
Ukraine are now calling for a trial of Azov
fighters. Right at the end of the Azovstal
siege, the Russian Prosecutor-General’s Office
appealed to the Supreme Court to declare the
Azov regiment a terrorist organisation. This
would potentially allow Russia to try the
members of Azov in its territory as terrorists.
Alternatively, the Kremlin could stage that
trial in the Donetsk and Luhansk statelets,
which – unlike Russia itself – practise capital
punishment.
The Russian effort to highlight Ukraine’s
troubling tolerance of the far right would
be more convincing if Russia itself weren’t
coopting them as well. The infamous Wagner
Group, a private army that now fights on the
Donbas front near the town of Popasna, for example, includes the Rusich unit, which is made
up of open neo-Nazis from St Petersburg.
But such facts are virtually unknown
to the Russian public, so with the help of its
massive propaganda machine, the Kremlin will
be able to tick off the goal of “denazification”
as achieved, given that Azov is by far the most
symbolic example of Ukraine’s controversial
relationship with the far right. But what about
the other goals?
While many in the West seem to
think that Putin aims to occupy the whole of
OPINION

Ukraine, Russia’s territorial expansion goals
officially declared at the start of the operation
are not nearly as ambitious. They boil down to
establishing control over the entire territories
of Donetsk and Luhansk in eastern Ukraine,
which Russian-backed separatists have only
partially controlled since 2014.
This is a rather daunting task in military
terms because it involves taking over the
best-fortified areas of Ukraine, which have
been carefully preparing for this battle for seven years. The Russian progress in Donbas has
been steady so far, but very slow. The Russians
are now close to establishing full control of
Luhansk region, but Ukraine’s strongholds in
Donetsk region will be a much harder nut to
crack.
In terms of selling the war to the jingoist
part of Russian society, any Ukrainian territory
outside of Donetsk and Luhansk claimed by
Russia is just a bonus. The Kremlin does not
need to obtain any territory outside Donbas to
convince its support base that it achieved its
goals and declared victory.
The fall of Mariupol to the Russian
military represents one of these bonus
achievements. Russia now has a land corridor
to Crimea, which it occupied in 2014. On top
of that, it has ended Crimea’s water and power
blockade, maintained by Ukraine all those
years. The freshwater canal connecting the
Dnieper River to the arid Crimean Peninsula is now in Russia’s hands. So is a nuclear
power station to the north of the peninsula,
not to mention the power grid in southeastern Ukraine which can be now connected to
Russia.
Only historians looking into the Kremlin
archives, years or decades from now, will be
able to reveal the details of Putin’s original plan
for Ukraine.
For now, all we know is that the first
stage of the war included an ill-fated march on
Kyiv and a failed attempt to encircle Ukraine’s
second-largest city, Kharkiv. Was it a part of
the plan for a broad occupation or a way of
distracting Ukrainian forces while Russia was
establishing the land corridor to Crimea?
It may well be an example of what
British political scientist Mark Galeotti once
dubbed the Kremlin’s “adhocracy”. Perhaps
there was not much of a plan – just a desire to
punish Ukraine for refusing to implement the
Minsk agreements, which ended the first war

in Donbas in 2014-15 and envisaged autonomy for the Russian-backed parts of Donetsk
and Luhansk regions within Ukraine. A week
before Putin launched his invasion of Ukraine,
President Zelenskyy had called the Minsk
agreements “vapid” and designed to turn
Ukraine into a losing side.
In that respect, the attack on Kyiv could
have been more of a punitive raid than an attempt to seize territory. The atrocities exposed
after the Russian army retreated from northern
Ukraine suggest that they were not exactly
fighting for hearts and minds in this part of the
country.
If this is indeed accurate, what’s crucial
for the Kremlin is that at the end of the current
war, Ukraine is forced to agree to a truce that
will be much more humiliating than what was
envisaged by the Minsk agreements. If the war
ends with Russia occupying all of Luhansk
and Donetsk plus retaining control of the land
corridor to Crimea, it will be more than enough
for Putin to declare a spotless victory.
But to cement his victory, the Russian
leader will need to convince Ukraine to agree
to a truce under such conditions, and that’s
a totally different story. Ukraine and its
Western allies are hoping that under pressure
from crippling sanctions Russia will eventually
exhaust its military and economic potential
and lose the battle.
This would be a desirable outcome, not
only for Ukraine and Europe but Russia itself,
as it would be beneficial for the country to
leave this dark period in its history behind
as quickly as possible and transform into
something akin to post-1945 Germany rather
than continue acting as an aggressive military
dictatorship and further damage its economy.
But while Russia is expected to lose 11.2
percent of its GDP this year, Ukraine’s economy may shrink by 45 percent by the end of
2022, according to the World Bank. Ukrainian
officials are bragging about a major counter-offensive later this year, fuelled by all the heavy
weaponry Western allies have begun supplying in recent weeks. But it’s unclear if it has
the human resources to mount it. Offensives
lead to considerably higher human losses than
defensive wars and even with all the state-ofthe-art Western weaponry, Ukraine will still
be facing a very formidable enemy. The odds
are high that it will reach its pain barrier long
before Putin’s Russia.
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Public representatives

We have licensing regulations in the country,
allowing people to work in various occupations. Some professionals, like medical
doctors, engineers and lawyers, can have direct
negative consequences for public, therefore, for
individual and public protection, only licensed
professionals are allowed to practise.
While licensing brings economic implications and varied growth, other technical
occupations, like electricians, plumbers and
vehicle drivers, are given due importance. For
state employment, there are restrictions based
on age, gender, geography, education, equity,
diversity, and any other element reflective of
the setting.
In contrast, public office holders are
elected based on their political affiliations
when people vote for any person in their
respective constituencies in the name of the socalled ‘leaders’ of political or religious parties.
What kind of skill set or mindset is brought to
public office in such cases?
Is there some sort of a syllabus that each
political party membership or independent
nomination needs to undergo before being
tried for an office? Are there any compulsory
competence-based set of curricula for the
members and office-bearers within political
parties or independent nominations? I may not
be aware of any such trainings that may exist,
but would like to recommend that educational
commissions need to be consulted to form
independent bodies to monitor the participatory and assessment regulations strictly with
repeat testing and refresher courses for anyone
who takes up a public office, like advisers or
ministers, president, prime minister, chief
minister, etc.
This could be the first step towards
preparing politicians and political fieldworkers
to properly engage with people to recognise
and solve their problems and be their representatives in the real sense of the word.
Amna Siddiqui
Karachi

Israel’s brutal tactics

The sniper attack by the Israeli army in which
Al Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Akleh
was murdered when she received a bullet
that struck her in the head has once again
highlighted the brutal tactics that are being
persistently used by the occupation forces.
A prominent journalist, Shireen, who
started her career in 1997 and spent all her
life highlighting the atrocities of Israel, was
very intimately connected to the people of
Palestine, who poured in large numbers at her
funeral to show their love for her. To make a
bad situation worse, during her funeral in the
occupied East Jerusalem, mourners and even
pallbearers were repeatedly attacked by Israeli
forces. Palestinian flags were snatched and
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thrown away despite the fact that area has
been declared by the United Nations as occupied land. Even the casket carrying Shireen
was attacked, and the procession had a very
difficult time reaching the cemetery and her
final resting place beside her parents.
Along with the population of Palestine,
Israel has brazenly attacked journalists as well
to intimidate the community into not reporting the facts. That Shireen was a Christian
and a national of the United States and yet
she had to face such utter brutality is proof
that Israel is in no mood to put up with any
resistance from any quarter. Only last year, the
world witnessed with horror the Israeli missile
attacks on the offices of Associated Press (AP)
and Al Jazeera in Gaza. The murder of Shireen
was an extension of the same strategy. The
strategy is so obvious that a sketch showing
Shireen, the journalist, as the Statue of Liberty,
as seen above, was carried widely by Arab media outlets and made its way to various social
media platforms. The point is that the Israeli
fascist strategy and the American nexus is no
more a secret.
The unity shown by the people of Palestine in condemning the killing, and in the attendance of Muslims, Christians and even Jews
during Shireen’s funeral once again underlined
the fact that the Palestinians are united against
the Israeli occupation irrespective of religion
or any other consideration. Even in her funeral,
Shireen was able to show to the world the real
Palestine and the real spirit of the Palestinian
resistance.
The international community, especially
the United States and the European Union,
needs to come out of its deep slumber and
indifference regarding the Israeli atrocities,
condemn it for its brutal approach and put
pressure on the occupiers to end the oppression and injustice in the occupied land. The
lukewarm ‘protest’ coming from Western
powerhouses is only exposing their own twofaced approach to human rights.
Asim Daud
Abbottabad

Mercurial politics

The opposition is demanding early elections,
but the question is: given the shambolic state
of economy, can Pakistan afford it? Giving the
looming uncertainty, our foreign reserves are
about to run dry within months, if not earlier.
Who will foot the bill in case elections are
held, say, in a month? Will we go for mere
note-printing to go through the motions of
holding an election? And for what? The results
will most probably be controversial enough to
keep the political uncertainty going anyway.
To stabilise the economy, the government has to strike a deal with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). It has to make tough
decisions. At this critical juncture, the opposition is out there on the roads, once again,

demanding early elections.
If the government succumbs to the
pressure and calls early elections, the IMF
deal would not be possible as lending institutions usually do not negotiate with caretaker
governments.
And by the time the next government
comes to power, Pakistan’s economy would be
in a free fall. Hence, it is in Pakistan’s national
interest that the government should complete
its term, take tough decisions, negotiate and
settle its terms with the IMF and see how to
optimise the deal by using it as leverage in
bilateral agreements with friendly countries.
In any democratic country, rather than
relying on political figure heads, institutions
follow their mandate in accordance with the
law of the land. It is ironic that today’s opposition had the chance to dissolve the assemblies
and call early elections, but chose not to. But it
wants today’s government to do just that even
if it comes at the cost of the national economy.
If the government does not complete its
term and is forced to opt for early elections just
because a handful of people have decided to
raid the capital, it would be a blow to democracy, and set a bad precedent for the future. It
would become easier for any party to block the
capital and force the government of the time
to bow down regardless of what it means for
the national interest. Do we really want that to
happen?
Subhan Khan
Islamabad

Road construction

The town Bhanoth via the Hala link road
connects nearly 20 villages to the National
Highway and Hala city. For the last 13 years,
the road is ‘under construction. In government
files, however, the road has been constructed
successfully four to five times.
People of Bhanoth and nearby villages
are facing difficulties in emergencies due to
the pathetic condition of the roads. Agriculture and fishing businesses are also at a loss as
the sellers face difficulty in commuting to the
market. Can we have this road project actually
completed once?
Kazim Laghari
Matiari

Pakistani dramas

Pakistani television channels air dramas
that are pathetic in terms of characters and
storyline that end up propagating negative
tendencies in society.
Historical dramas, like the famous Resurrection: Ertugrul produced by Turkey and
aired in Pakistan as well, should be produced.
Such content would make it easy for people to
understand our own culture and religion.
Muskan Fatima
Karachi
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With COVID, 2020 was ‘lost
year’ in fight against HIV

Can a cup of cranberries a
day keep dementia at bay?

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
2020 was likely a “lost year” in the
public health battle against the
long-lasting HIV epidemic in the
U.S., a public health official says.
The launch of a federal initiative, called Ending the HIV Epidemic in the U.S., was overshadowed by
delayed diagnoses and treatment due to stay-at-home orders and other
coronavirus-related safety restrictions. “We definitely had a hit from
COVID-19,” Demetre Daskalakis, MD, director of the CDC’s Division of
HIV/AIDS Prevention, told NBC News.
“We don’t really know where HIV transmission is going to land,
but it’s something that we obviously are concerned about,” he said. Public
health officials are talking about the 4-decade HIV epidemic after the
release of the CDC’s annual HIV Surveillance Report. The report includes
2020 data, which shows that HIV testing fell sharply due to interruptions
in clinical care services, hesitance to get health care services, and shortages in materials for HIV tests during the first year of the pandemic.
The pandemic-related disruptions to HIV services could take years
to undo, NBC News reported. The national HIV transmission rate could
potentially also increase again after years of declines. From 2019 to 2020,
HIV diagnoses dropped by 17%, according to the CDC report. Nearly
37,000 cases were diagnosed in 2019, as compared to about 30,600 in
2020. Since 2016, the numbers hadn’t declined by more than 3% annually. “There are likely many more individuals who are undiagnosed than
we have had in recent years,” Hansel Tookes, MD, an infectious diseases
specialist who cares for HIV patients at the University of Miami, told the
news outlet.

Healthy older adults who regularly eat cranberries may see better
memory and brain function, plus
lower cholesterol at the same time,
according to a new study.
The study, published in the
journal Frontiers in Nutrition,
found that people ages 50 to 80 who ate the equivalent of a cup of
fresh cranberries a day for 12 weeks saw significant improvement in
their memory of everyday events. At the same time, the people in the
study saw greater flow of oxygen and glucose to important parts of
the brain that support memory.
The findings are “very encouraging,” says lead researcher David
Vauzour, PhD, especially since the cranberry “intervention” only lasted 12 weeks and yet was able to generate significant improvements
in both memory and brain function. But he cautions that the study
only included healthy older people. So it is not known whether the
memory-boosting effect of cranberries will translate to adults who
already have memory problems, says Vauzour, of the University of
East Anglia Norwich Medical School in the United Kingdom.
Cranberries grow on vines in freshwater bogs, mostly in the
northern United States and southern Canada. They are packed with
micronutrients that have antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties, especially anthocyanins and proanthocyanidins, which give
the berries their red color and have been found to improve thinking
skills. They can be eaten dried or put into foods like smoothies.

Carolyn Crist

Ice at the moon’s poles
might have come from
ancient volcanoes
Anna Gibbs

Four billion years ago, lava spilled onto
the moon’s crust, etching the man in the
moon we see today. But the volcanoes may
have also left a much colder legacy: ice.
Two billion years of volcanic eruptions
on the moon may have led to the creation
of many short-lived atmospheres, which contained water vapor, a new
study suggests. That vapor could have been transported through the
atmosphere before settling as ice at the poles, researchers report in the
Planetary Science Journal. Since the existence of lunar ice was confirmed
in 2009, scientists have debated the possible origins of water on the moon,
which include asteroids, comets or electrically charged atoms carried by
the solar wind. Or, possibly, the water originated on the moon itself, as
vapor belched by the rash of volcanic eruptions from 4 billion to 2 billion
years ago. “It’s a really interesting question how those volatiles (such
as water) got there,” says Andrew Wilcoski, a planetary scientist at the
University of Colorado Boulder. “We still don’t really have a good handle
on how much are there and where exactly they are.” Wilcoski and his
colleagues decided to start by tackling volcanism’s viability as a lunar ice
source. During the heyday of lunar volcanism, eruptions happened about
once every 22,000 years. Assuming that H2O constituted about a third of
volcano-spit gasses — based on samples of ancient lunar magma — the
researchers calculate that the eruptions released upward of 20 quadrillion
kilograms of water vapor in total, or the volume of approximately 25 Lake
ROUNDUP
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High altitudes may be a climate
refuge for some birds, but not
these hummingbirds
Rachel Crowell

Cooler, higher locales may not be very
welcoming to some hummingbirds
trying to escape rising temperatures
and other effects of climate change.
Anna’s hummingbirds live no
higher than about 2,600 meters above sea level. If the birds attempt
to expand their range to include higher altitudes, they may struggle
to fly well in the thinner air, researchers report in the Journal of
Experimental Biology.
These hummingbirds have expanded their range in the past.
Once only found in Southern California, the birds now live as far
north as Vancouver, says Austin Spence, an ecologist at the University of California, Davis. That expansion is probably due to climate
change and people using feeders to attract hummingbirds, he says.
Spence and colleagues collected 26 Anna’s hummingbirds
(Calypte anna) from different elevations in the birds’ natural range
in California. The team transported the birds to an aviary about 1,200
meters above sea level and measured their metabolic rate when hovering. After relocating the hummingbirds to a field station at 3,800
meters altitude, the researchers let the birds rest for at least 12 hours
and then measured that rate again.
The rate was 37 percent lower, on average, at the higher elevation than the aviary, even though the birds should have been working
harder to stay aloft in the thinner air. At higher altitudes, hovering,
which takes a lot of energy compared with other forms of flight, is
more challenging and requires even more energy, Spence says.
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