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Long march & after: Whither
Pakistan politics?
Nasim Ahmed

Pakistan is in the crosshairs of an unresolved
political crisis which erupted with the ouster
of the PTI government in a midnight operation
mounted by the opposition with the help of
defectors from the ruling party. Since that
day the country has known no peace with
Imran Khan running a high voltage anti-PDM
campaign.
After a series of mammoth public
meetings in Punjab and KP, the PTI campaign
reached its climax with a march on Islamabad
on May 25. The whole day on May 25 the
government employed all the coercive powers
of the state to derail the long march. The night
before the police arrested all front and second
rank leaders and workers of the PTI in a
Punjab-wise swoop. The police made excessive
use of teargas shells and lathi charged peaceful
demonstrators. In this respect, the treatment
meted out to Dr Yasmin Rashid, who commands great respect all over the country,
was shameful. Similarly, the manhandling of
Hammad Azhar by the police left a bad taste in
the mouth.
As many analysts have pointed out, it
would have been much wiser on the part of
the government to let the PTI come, have its
say, sit for a dharna, and then go home. But
by using force and shutting down the whole
country, the government was mainly responsible for raising the political temperature in the
country. No wonder, Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah has been widely accused of using
fascist tactics to derail the PTI march.
By contrast, Imran Khan, known for his
impetuosity, acted in a mature manner. He has
been very aggressive in his recent speeches,
but at the last moment he decided that going
ahead with the sit-in in Islamabad might lead
to clashes and bloodshed. His caravan had
proceeded from Swabi to Islamabad, breaking
through the many hurdles and barriers erected
by the government along the way, and his supporters were fully charged. Imran Khan rightly
concluded that his diehard supporters were
in an angry mood due to the Punjab police’s
brutal use of force and would fight back if teargassed in Islamabad. So he called it a day, with
his decision having the tacit support of powers
working behind the scenes to hammer out a
peace formula to bring about a reconciliation
and avoid a likely bloody confrontation.
Imran Khan’s main and only demand is
that elections should be held early and a date
for the same announced. In the beginning, the
4

sitting PDM government seemed minded to go
for early elections but its latest stance is that
elections will be held as scheduled in August
2023. Surely this is not acceptable to Imran
Khan.
In the meantime, the government has
pushed through important amendments to
election and NAB laws through the Lower
House. The PPP and the JUI-F had previously
suggested that an election could be held once
these laws were passed. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had also referred to the possibility
of an early election, inviting Imran Khan to engage in talks but also making it clear that only
parliament would decide when the election
would be held early or not.
On the other hand, Imran Khan has de-

limbo. With the de-seating of ex-PTI members
by the Supreme Court, the fate of the newly
elected Chief Minister Hamza Sharif hangs in
the balance. If he fails to garner enough votes
to win a vote of confidence he will fall from
power. This development cannot without its
impact on Islamabad where Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif maintains a shaky hold.
With the prices rising all round, the next
few months promise to be tough for the people
as well as the government. If the price spiral
is not controlled, the PDM would have to pay
a high political cost in the next elections. As a
diversionary tactic, the government is reported
to be mulling over options to file corruption
cases against former PTI ministers. This will
further embitter the political environment.

manded that elections should be held as soon
as possible and if this is not done he will again
march to Islamabad with full preparations. The
battle lines are drawn and there are no signs
of the country returning to political stability
anytime soon. With each passing day, political division is deepening in society and the
tolerance level is sinking. Apprehensions have
been expressed about the possibility of street
clashes between the followers of the two rival
parties if the crisis is not resolved soon.
The life of the coalition government is
not easy either. The recent fuel price hikes have
hit the common man hard and its popularity
graph is on the downswing. An immediate task
is to present the next budget. Expenditures are
far in excess of income and the dollar is going
up and up.
In Punjab, the government is in a state of

In the midst of all this, Imran Khan is
not going to sit idle. With the two Sharifs
occupying the seat of power in the capital and
Pakistan’s largest province Punjab, Imran Khan
has been attacking the PML-N for pursuing
dynastic politics and infringing the basic rules
of participatory democracy. The PTI also keeps
hammering the theme of ‘corruption’ and ‘foreign conspiracy’.
Sane voices are calling for early elections
as a way to extricate the country from the
present state of uncertainty and fear of more
chaos ahead. But the PDM wants to prolong
its perch in power for as long as possible. But
Imarn Khan is not ready to put up with this. In
the ongoing power tussle the economy is the
main casualty. Politics is the art of the possible.
But our politicians seem to be playing an
impossible game.
POLITICS

Excruciating inflation
Shahid Hussain

The income of the common people has been
slashed by at least 20pc after recent hikes in
petrol, diesel, electricity and gas prices. Inflation was expected to increase in the tenure of
the new government but people were not hoping that all “bombs” will be dropped on them
at once. They cursed the PTI government for
its failure to check prices but the new government has taken such harsh measures in a short
time that they badly miss the last setup.
Undoubtedly, price hikes of petrol,
diesel, electricity and gas were expected after
the past government had signed an agreement
with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). However, the Imran Khan government had capped their prices in its
last months after it felt that it would be
voted out through a no-confidence motion. On the other hand, people were
expecting that the new government
would find a way out to save them from
inflation by taking some out-of-the-box
measures or at least increasing prices
in phases. They did not expect that the
government would overburden them
massively in a week or two. According
to some analysts backing the government, people will get used to high
prices in a few months. It is a wrong
perception. People never become used
to high inflation as it hurts them daily.
The government will have to increase
their incomes if it wants to lessen the
burden on them.
Weeks after coming to power,
the government has hiked ghee and
cooking oil rates by an unprecedented Rs208
and Rs213 to an all-time high of Rs555 per kg
and Rs605 per litre, respectively, even though
the rates still do not exist in the retail markets.
The wheat and flour crisis has also deepened
in Sindh as millers have jacked up prices of all
flour varieties citing suspension in arrival of
wheat from the province’s growing areas to
Karachi.
The government has hiked the prices of
petroleum products by another Rs30/litre after
making a similar increase a week ago. Petrol
is now selling at Rs209.86, diesel at Rs204.15,
kerosene oil at Rs181.94 and light diesel at
Rs178.31. Some experts fear fuel prices will
reach over Rs265 in a few weeks.
To add to the woes of the common
people, the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority has approved a massive hike of
Rs7.91 per unit in the electricity tariff. With
the new hike, the one-unit price of electricity
ECONOMICS

has gone up from Rs16.91 to Rs24.82. The
depreciation of the rupee and rising oil prices
in the international market have been cited as
reasons for the tariff hike. A day earlier, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) had said,
“Pakistan needs to take wide-ranging steps to
repair macroeconomic stability”, indicating
that the revival of the programme would not be
a cakewalk despite the government’s decision
to increase fuel prices by 25pc. The Oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority also determined a
45pc hike in the prescribed prices of natural
gas for the 2022-23 fiscal year to meet revenue
requirements of the two gas utilities — SNGPL and SSGCL.

intensified due to the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and renewed supply disruptions caused by the
new Covid wave in China. As a result, almost
all central banks across the world are suddenly
confronting multi-year high inflation and a
challenging outlook, it noted in a recent report.
It observed that headline inflation rose from
12.7pc (y/y) in March to 13.4pc in April, driven
by perishable food items and core inflation.
The rise in core inflation reflects strong domestic demand and second-round effects of supply
shocks, it said.
Moody’s Investor Service has also
downgraded Pakistan’s outlook from stable to
negative, citing “heightened external vul-

The recent measures are expected to
push up prices beyond the bearable level. The
Sensitive Price Indicator (SPI)-based weekly
inflation for the week ended on June 2 for the
combined consumption group witnessed an
increase of 2pc as compared to the previous
week. According to the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS), the SPI for the combined
consumption group in the week under review
witnessed an increase of 20.04pc. During the
week, out of 51 items, prices of 28 (54.90%)
items increased, 5 (9.81%) items decreased and
18 (35.29pc) items remained stable.
According to the State Bank of Pakistan,
external pressures remain elevated and the
inflation outlook has deteriorated due to both
home-grown and international factors. Domestically, an expansionary fiscal stance this
year, exacerbated by the recent energy subsidy
package, has fueled demand and lingering
policy uncertainty has compounded pressures
on the exchange rate. Globally, inflation has

nerability” and uncertainty around securing
external financing to meet the country’s needs.
“The decision to change the outlook to negative is driven by Pakistan’s heightened external
vulnerability risk and uncertainty around the
sovereign’s ability to secure additional external
financing to meet its needs. Moody’s assesses
that Pakistan’s external vulnerability risk has
been amplified by rising inflation, which puts
downward pressure on the current account,
the currency and — already thin — foreign
exchange reserves, especially in the context of
heightened political and social risk,” it said in
its latest report.
The business community fears the recent
steps will not only push up the cost of production but also jolt the cost of doing business
and ease of doing business indices. Experts
also fear that inflation will reach 30pc in a few
weeks and many people would lose their jobs
in the coming months after the industry is
facing serious challenges.
5

From stability to negativity
Muhammad Hassan

Pakistan’s economy grew at a rate of 5-6 percent in the last two years. The country has not
seen such a high growth rate for two consecutive years and it was hoped that it could break
its boom and bust cycle. However, political
instability has changed everything.
It is a fact that Pakistan has faced booms
and busts every three to four years and failed to
achieve its true potential. Its current account
deficit starts widening when its economic
growth accelerates. However, there was a
strong possibility that the country would
break the cycle and attain sustained growth
as a result of economic reforms. However, the
political chaos has derailed the process again.
As a result, Moody’s Investors Service
– one of the world’s top three credit rating
agencies –downgraded Pakistan’s outlook
from stable to negative. However, it affirmed
the ‘B3’ local and foreign currency long-term
issuer and senior unsecured debt ratings. In its
latest report, it said, “The decision to change
the outlook to negative is driven by Pakistan’s
heightened external vulnerability risk and
uncertainty around the sovereign’s ability to
secure additional external financing to meet its
needs.”
The rating agency assessed that Pakistan’s external vulnerability risk had been
amplified by rising inflation, “which puts
downward pressure on the current account,
the currency and – already thin – foreign
exchange reserves, especially in the context
of heightened political and social risk”. It
noted that Pakistan’s weak institutions and
governance strength add uncertainty around
the future direction of macroeconomic policy,
including whether the country will complete
the current IMF Extended Fund Facility (EFF)
programme and maintain a credible policy path
that supports further financing. “The decision
to affirm the B3 rating reflects our assumption
that, notwithstanding the downside risks mentioned above, Pakistan will conclude the seventh review under the IMF EFF programme by
the second half of this calendar year, and will
maintain its engagement with the IMF, leading
to additional financing from other bilateral and
multilateral partners,” it said.
However, Moody’s assessed that Pakistan would be able to close its financing gap
for the next couple of years. The B3 rating also
incorporates the agency’s assessment of the
scale of Pakistan’s economy and robust growth
potential, which will provide the economy
with some capacity to absorb shocks. These
credit strengths are balanced against Pakistan’s fragile external payments position, weak
6

governance and very weak fiscal strength,
including very weak debt affordability. The
two-notch gap between the foreign currency
ceiling and the local currency ceiling reflects
incomplete capital account convertibility and
relatively weak policy effectiveness, which
point to material transfer and convertibility
risks notwithstanding moderate external debt,
the report said.
The past government was working on a
three-year economic growth strategy, which
focused on trade with China and other sectors
to achieve an average growth rate of 5.9pc and
per capita income of over $2,100 by 2025. The
plan sought to achieve sustainable growth by
focusing on economic relations with China and
the sectors with a competitive advantage.

better crop production also supported the
higher growth, except for wheat whose output
decreased by one million metric ton to 26.4
million metric ton. The size of the economy
reached nearly Rs67 trillion in 2021-22 – about
Rs3 trillion higher than the estimates. In
dollars terms, the volume of the economy in
2021-22 stands at $383 billion. The per capita
income that had been estimated at $1,676 in
the last fiscal year increased to $1,798 –a surge
of $122 or 7pc per person. In rupee terms, the
income jumped from Rs268,223 in 2020-21 to
Rs314,353 in 2021-22.
According to the latest State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) report, “External pressures
remain elevated and the inflation outlook has
deteriorated due to both home-grown and

As a result, Pakistan’s economic growth
rate accelerated to 6pc during the last year
of Imran Khan’s government, which was the
highest rate in four years. The size of the
economy swelled to $383 billion and per-capita
income also increased. According to the Planning Ministry, the provisional Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth rate for the year 202122 is estimated at 5.97pc. The broad-based
growth was witnessed in all sectors of the
economy in the outgoing fiscal year. The nearly
6pc growth rate is higher than the official
target of 4.8pc and far higher than the estimates of the Ministry of Finance, State Bank of
Pakistan, International Monetary Fund, World
Bank and Asian Development Bank.
According to the Planning Ministry, the
agriculture sector grew by 4.4pc, nearly 1pc
better than the previous year. On the back
of the Large Scale Manufacturing sector, the
industrial sector grew at the rate of 7.2pc,
lower than the previous fiscal year. The growth
in the services sector was slightly better than
the previous fiscal year, standing at 6.2pc. The

international factors. Domestically, an expansionary fiscal stance this year, exacerbated by
the recent energy subsidy package, has fueled
demand and lingering policy uncertainty and
compounded pressures on the exchange rate.
Globally, inflation has intensified due to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict and renewed supply
disruptions caused by the new COVID wave
in China. As a result, almost all central banks
across the world are suddenly confronting
multi-year high inflation and a challenging
outlook.”
Inflation in Pakistan has reached over
20pc after massive hikes in fuel, electricity and
gas prices. The rupee has also devalued sharply
in recent weeks. Inflation is feared to worsen.
The present government is also facing problems because the last government had frozen
fuel and electricity prices after seeing its ouster
through a no-confidence motion. It should
not have done it if it would have been certain
about completing its term. Pakistan will have
to ensure political stability to avoid economic
uncertainty in future.
ECONOMICS

Sindh-Punjab water tensions
Muhammad Zain

Pakistan faces a serious water crisis for its
summer crops and the situation has heightened tensions between Punjab and Sindh. The
shortages not only threaten food security in the
country but also undermine national harmony.
The situation is not unexpected. Water
shortages are worsening year by year and summer crops were feared to suffer after experts
had warned of an acute shortfall of water.
However, the Central and Sindh and Punjab
governments failed to take timely measures.
At least, they could have launched drives to
create awareness of judicious water use and its
conservation. The water shortages have also
created tensions between Punjab and Sindh.
It will also add to the political temperature
in the country. Experts say the shortages for
the summer crops have jumped to 30pc from
earlier projections of 10pc, with a drop in
temperature in the catchment areas. It forced
the Indus River System Authority (IRSA),
the sole arbiter of water disputes under the
1991 Water Apportionment Accord, to release
water from the Mangla Dam for the cotton
crop in Sindh as the provincial government
accused the authority and Punjab of stealing
its water share. On the other hand, Punjab
was annoyed at the move, because it feared the
failure to fill the reservoir could worsen water
shortages for both summer and winter crops in
the province. It demanded water distribution
among the provinces in accordance with the
new estimates of shortages and available river
inflows. Besides, Punjab also accuses Sindh of
under-reporting water availability for irrigation in the province.
The two provinces have had reservations
against each other for decades. An accord was
reached in 1991 to solve water disputes among
provinces but it failed to achieve its desired
results. Sindh is concerned because the accord
does not ensure a minimum environmental
flow of river water through the province into
the sea. It opposes the construction of dams
upstream because it fears it would deprive it of
its due water share.
When the water row between Punjab
and Sindh intensified, PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari accused the then PTI federal
government of failing to ensure a fair distribution of water and depriving Sindh of its share.
He said the PTI government had deliberately
created a water crisis in Sindh and must be
held responsible for any consequences. He also
alleged that 2,000 cusecs of water of Sindh
was being stolen through the Chashma Jhelum
Link Canal.
The dispute has not subsided even after
almost all parties have formed a coalition govCRISIS

ernment in the Centre. The PPP is a coalition
partner with the PML-N in the Centre, but it
still accuses the PML-N government in Punjab
of a conspiracy to turn Sindh into a desert as
“the province has not been getting its due share
of irrigation water owing to collusion between
Punjab and the Indus River System Authority
(IRSA).” Adviser to the Sindh Chief Minister
on Agriculture Manzoor Hussain Wassan said
the Chashma-Jhelum and Taunsa-Panjnad link
canals had reached their dead levels owing
to the mishandling of the water situation. He
lamented that many crops in Sindh were about
to be ruined due to an acute shortage of water.
“Sindh has to face up to 53pc shortage of water
than its due share due to IRSA’s incompetence,” he alleged.
According to the Sindh government, the
water level in the Keenjhar Lake has dropped
to an alarming level while water also reduced
in the Chashma and Taunsa barrages by 40,000
cusecs. Cotton and sugarcane crops in Sindh
have dried up due to the unavailability of water
and more crops could be ruined if the drought
situation persisted. Water is not even available
for livestock as cattle have started to die in
Thatta, Sujawal and Badin.
However, opposition leader in the Sindh
Assembly, Haleem Adil Sheikh, claimed that
Sindh was receiving more water than its share.
He accused provincial ministers and local leaders of being involved in water theft. “Feudal

lords and PPP leaders steal water in Sindh and
small growers are deprived of it,” he alleged at
a press conference.
On the other hand, Punjab claims that
Sindh has been fudging data on the availability
of water in its canals by exaggerating transmission losses to get extra share at the cost of other provinces. “Sindh has been tampering with
water availability data in the province and
teams of IRSA during surprise visits have repeatedly found more water at Guddu, Sukkur
and Kotri barrages than was being reported by
Sindh irrigation authorities,” ex-Punjab Irrigation Minister Mohsin Leghari alleged. He said
Punjab irrigation officials deputed at the Sindh
barrages had also been reporting figure fudging
but the IRSA failed to take action. He feared
that the country could face food security if the
Mangla reservoir was not filled and water was
not available for wheat sowing. He accused the
IRSA of releasing additional water for Sindh
under pressure from the PPP.
In response to the allegations, an IRSA
spokesperson claimed that all provinces were
receiving their fair share of water.
Dams and water reservoirs are also
important for meeting the demand of clean
drinking water in major cities. It is hoped the
new dams will be built in the stipulated time,
which would not only provide low-cost electricity to people but also ensure food security
in the country.
7

Economic uncertainty
looms large
Muhammad Asim Nisar

With a sinking rupee, fast depleting forex
reserves and an unrelenting price spiral,
Pakistan’s economy is in dire straits. There
are many downside risks associated with the
economy, which it has been facing in sustaining growth achieved during the previous
fiscal year, according to a recent report by the
finance ministry.
The challenges include accelerated inflation, high external deficits, exchange rate depreciation, declining foreign exchange reserves
and mounting uncertainty.
Although economic growth
remained relatively high, it
might not be sustainable in
the face of macroeconomic
imbalances, the finance
ministry’s Monthly Economic Update and Outlook
for May noted.
The report said that
the primary contributors
to increasing inflation were
a surge in international
commodity prices and a
massive exchange rate
depreciation. In fact, the
depreciation of the rupee,
both against the US dollar
and on a trade-weighted
basis, against the currencies
of Pakistan’s main trading
partners is primarily a reflection of the inflation differential between the country and its partners.
Further, relatively high domestic inflation is compensated by rupee depreciation.
However, currency depreciation itself feeds
into higher domestic inflation. In this sense,
Pakistan is caught in a vicious inflation/currency depreciation spiral.
In the short run, a predicament to stop
this cycle is to pursue restrictive fiscal and
monetary policies, coupled with policies and
announcements that restore market agents’
confidence. In the longer run, Pakistan’s main
problems can be solved by designing a credible
sustainable future economic trajectory that
inspires consumer and investor confidence.
The report noted that economic
decisions were based on expectations about
the future economic path as well as on the
degree of certainty/confidence of development
prospects. An important component of such a
8

process is supply-oriented policies.
It was suggested that Pakistan’s propensity to invest was much lower compared to
high-growth emerging markets and developing
countries. Accelerating the share of Gross
Fixed Capital Formation in GDP would create
additional production capacity to meet the increasing demand of consumers and producers.
Such a supply-oriented framework designed to reallocate the use of national income
from consumption to investment expenditures
may be accompanied by suitable demand management policies.

and contractionary monetary policy might
slow down economic activity in the coming
months.
Exports of goods and services remained
strong in April and it is expected that the trend
will continue on the back of exports-oriented policies and the growth recovery of main
export partners. On a month-on-month basis,
growth in imports of goods is expected to be
negative due to a ban on non-essential and luxury items. Moreover, remittances are expected
to be around $2.5bn. Taking these factors into
account, the current account will stay well

According to the economic update,
although the economy had achieved the GDP
growth of 5.97pc in the ongoing fiscal year, the
fiscal situation and external sector performance were making it difficult to sustain and
impacting the growth outlook in the coming
year. As it is, international commodity prices
are on a rising trend and expected to increase
further in the coming days. The pass-through
of the increase in global commodity prices
is somewhat contained due to government
measures. Even then, it is expected that the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation will
remain in double digits.
The Monthly Economic Indicator (MEI)
remained strong in March due to the unprecedented growth in large-scale manufacturing,
the report noted but added that continuing
geopolitical tensions, high commodity prices

below $1bn in the coming months. During the
first 10 months (July to April) of the current
fiscal year, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
exceeded its revenue target by 5.2pc, the report
noted.
As for the future trends, much will
depend on the estimates and projections in
the upcoming federal budget. In the given
circumstances, it will not be an easy undertaking. Revenues are short of the target, while
expenditures are set to rise all round, especially in view of the astronomical rise in petrol
and electricity rates. The only silver lining in
the dark clouds on the economic horizon is the
promised bailout amount from China and Saudi Arabia. As things stand, the PDM government is proving unequal to the gigantic task of
economic recovery. A long period of economic
uncertainty lies ahead.
ECONOMICS

Aliens in Pakistan
Raza Khan

While the country is faced with multiple
political and economic crises, a key issue seems
to be glossed over by state authorities is illegal
foreigners, particularly millions of Afghans,
gradually pervading into society and the economy of the country.
There have been millions of aliens living
in Pakistan for decades, mostly from Bangladesh, Central Asian States and, above all,
Afghanistan. However, the manner they have
started pervading into Pakistani society is
somewhat unprecedented. It is not only a grave
security threat to the state but also society.
What one could observe in Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and equally in Sindh
and the Punjab is that many Afghans have
taken up businesses in all the four provinces
of Pakistan. Even Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan are not out of the reach of these
Afghans. Now it is very interesting to note
that in recent years innumerable Afghans
have started spreading across Pakistan and
initiating businesses and even have got jobs in
private organizations, whether universities,
schools, colleges or companies.
The fact of the matter is that after military operations started in the former Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), now
renamed Merged Districts (MDs) of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, millions of residents of
the areas descended upon the settled areas of
the province and the country, including Karachi. A very large number of Afghans masquerading as Pakistani residents of tribal regions
also relocated from there. The tribal districts
of former FATA had a sizable population of
Afghans living there since the 1980s, when the
erstwhile Soviet Union occupied Afghanistan.
These Afghans had crossed the international
border and reached Pakistan. The MDs of KP
straddle most of the border between Pakistan
and Afghanistan, known as the Durand Line.
The border was named the Durand Line after
the then British India’s Foreign Secretary, Sir
Mortimer Durand, who settled the border with
Afghan King Amir Abdul Rahman in 1883.
Thus, a large number of Afghans, who
had settled in the former FATA after the 1980s,
relocated to mainland Pakistan in the garb of
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). In other
words, Pakistan’s war on terror and consequent military operations in the border regions
came as a godsend for the Afghans to move on
to the settled districts of Pakistan. It is noteworthy that despite living for more than three
decades in Pakistan, the Afghans earlier had
OPINION

never relocated to the rest of Pakistan
for fear of being caught. The former
FATA provided a good abode to the
Afghans whereas Pakistan also largely
remained unaffected by the presence
of the aliens in the border regions.
The problem started arising when the
Afghans began taking up residences in
mainland Pakistan.
On the basis of money, the Afghans spread to the length and bread
of Pakistan, and their tribal modus
vivendi helped them start huge businesses. Slowly and gradually through
money which the Afghans have earned in Pakistan, no doubt partly due to their sheer hard
work, have pervaded in the country’s economy
and society. There could have been no problem
if the Afghans had been following the law of
the land and engaged in legal businesses across
the country. However, the problem is that they
have established links with criminal gangs in
Pakistan for their survival, economically and
socially. Moreover, their natural rigidity and
taking up sides in local feuds and enmities are
affecting the social cohesion of Pakistan.
Another very important aspect of the
aliens in Pakistan is that although they are our
brothers in religion, yet the fact remains that
the Afghans officially and individually have
never accepted Pakistan as a sovereign state. In
this context, they are a huge security threat to
the country because in the long run whenever
they would have an opportunity they could
weaken Pakistan. Afghan and Indian governments could also use the Afghans to create
problems for Pakistan. It is important to note
that the Afghans have relocated to every nook
and corner of Pakistan with the collusion of
members of Pakistani authorities. Many financially corrupt Pakistani officials have facilitated a large number of Afghans to relocate from
former FATA to every part of Pakistan. Thanks
to these officials, many aliens got Pakistani
national documents and are now “official”
Pakistani citizens.
Pakistani authorities, by helping the
Afghans relocate to the length and breadth
of Pakistan and facilitating them in establishing businesses and to take up jobs, could
not calculate the risks involved in it. Taking
advantage of the situation, illegal Afghans
have started fully integrating themselves into
Pakistani society. However, this is not without
large-scale negative effects for Pakistani
society, particularly in the shape of aggravating
local conflicts and law and order problems for
state authorities and, above all, terrorism.

In the situation, a statement by former
Prime Minister Imran Khan Niazi some time
ago that his government was considering
naturalizing Afghan refugees and Bangladeshis
living in Pakistan was astonishing and had
raised serious concerns in different walks of
life and many political parties too. It could
not be understood in what context he had
made the statement but it seemed at the time
while doing so he was not fully aware of legal,
political and social pitfalls, which such a step
would precipitate. In fact, he was misinformed
and misguided by members of Pakistani authorities, who have facilitated the Afghans to
get themselves integrated into local society by
receiving hefty sums from them.
Later, the former Prime Minister and his
ministers tried to clarify that the statement
regarding naturalizing Afghan refugees in Pakistan was made as there was no other option
to deal with the foreigners living in Pakistan
for long. Some ministers and government
spokesmen unsuccessfully tried to defend the
statement about naturalizing Afghan refugees
by stating that he was just mentioning Afghans
living in Karachi. It did not make sense at
all that a country would take a decision to
naturalize foreigners living in one of its cities
or part and leave others. It is important to
note that Pakistan is under no legal compulsion to naturalize Afghans living in Pakistan
as refugees. Moreover, Pakistan is not even a
signatory to the Convention on Refugees and
Forced Migration. Even Pakistan is under no
legal bar to naturalize children born to Afghan
refugees in Pakistan because their parents have
been living in the country as refugees, not any
other legal status, therefore, children born to
them also do not have any legal rights inside
Pakistan.
The issue of foreigners, specifically Afghan citizens, is quite critical for the future of
the county and it must be taken up immediately.
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Education deserve priority,
attention from the government
Rasheed Ali

The entire educational system of the country
is afflicted with faults and shortcomings. From
setting up of our curricula to its implementation, from writing of syllabus books - approved
by the textbook boards, which are full of errors,
to the quality of our schoolteachers, and from
the construction of buildings for our educational institutions to the availability of facilities,
everything is in a shambles. The real issues are
still to be resolved.
Educationist Zubeida Mustafa feels that
enough concern has never been expressed about
the state of education in Pakistan. In the past,
if there was agitation, it was mostly by teachers
for higher salaries and by parents complaining
against the incessant and arbitrary rise in the
fees of private schools. But their lack of concern
at the poor quality of education has always been
shocking. They have not been worried about the
damage our faulty education system is causing
to the country and its youths.
Some advocacy groups have been pushing
the cause of quality education in the public
sector to exert pressure on policymakers. But
they don’t seem to be making an impact. Some
honest and sincere organisations working to
provide education to the poor do not have the
manpower or funds to lobby policymakers for
change at the macro-level. In fact, disparity
in the education sector and the apathy of the
educated classes are the major culprits for
the current state of affairs in the sector. The
educated classes either fail to understand the
implications of this inequity or they lack the
conscience to play a role in the matter. At the
heart of the problem is the unequal distribution
of wealth that has split Pakistan into a country
with a huge class of the have-nots ruled by an
oligarchy of the haves.
The UNDP’s Human Development Index
(HDI), which now focuses on the equality factor as well, is quite revealing. It informs us that
the values calculated for education would slip
by 46.4 per cent for Pakistan, when adjusted for
inequality. There are only five other countries
(four of them sub-Saharan states and Yemen)
which show greater inequality in their education sector. Many of our upscale schools charge
fees that touch the sky. Yet there are parents,
who willingly pay the fee, because they have
that kind of money. The monthly fee in most
cases is more than what an average worker
earns in a month to feed his entire family of nine
(if we accept the official demographic figures).
The key question is: why is there no protest?
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The fact is that those who are adversely affected
do not understand the importance of education
that is of quality, as they have been denied this
privilege themselves. Now they want their
children to acquire merely a piece of paper
which they believe will open the door of jobs
and upward mobility to them.
And then there are others who are well
endowed themselves and understand that an
education that does not impart knowledge, skill
and the ability to think critically cannot make
much of a difference to the lives of many. They
act selfishly, because they know that the badly
educated will not be a threat to the privileges
and lucrative jobs they hold. This becomes a
vicious cycle as their children alone qualify for
elite schools and then for good jobs. That is how
the concentration of wealth is created. With
the country so badly split between the haves
and the have-nots, it is becoming
increasingly difficult to bridge
the gap. But given the conditions
today, it is unlikely that this
phenomenon can go on forever. Besides, even the privileged and the
rich need the underprivileged to
do the blue-collar work for them.
If the government does not address
this issue, the future is bleak.
There is also another aspect
of the issue. Educationists believe
our educational system creates
hindrances to discovering the real talent of
students, regardless of whether they belong to
the haves or the have-nots. They believe talent
is found everywhere, including in regions generally perceived to be backward and underdeveloped. But the prevailing educational systems
in most underdeveloped countries are unable to
discover real talent. The author of a book, Innovation in Education, Charles Leadbeater, while
introducing those who pioneered education
movements in countries like the USA, Pakistan
and Canada at a conference, related stories from
different parts of the world. He told his audience that “Save the Children”, an NGO working
in Uganda has succeeded in enrolling more than
8 million children and youngsters for a number
of educational initiatives that it launched in
the last five years. It was the determination of
its team leaders that helped them draw a large
number of children to its initiatives, he added.
“There may not be any guarantee that children
would learn once they are enrolled. But it is the
responsibility of the administrators to facilitate
the atmosphere for helping children learn,” he
said, citing another successful example in Co-

lombia, initiated by social activist Ficky Colber
in that South American country. The one-teacher per school system that she introduced in
Colombia saw the birth of at least 60 such
schools throughout the country for children
aged between five and 14. Terming this growth
as an “innovation”, Leadbeater said such novel
methods could be successful in countries where
there is less enrolment of children at schools at
the lower levels.
The author also put forward the success
achieved by innovator Martin Bert in some
areas in Paraguay, through what he described
as his “radical” innovations. Leadbeater said
most of the time it came to his notice that it was
the absence of new ideas and innovations that
prevented their initiators from producing good
results. Speaking later, educational innovator
from Pakistan, Mushtaq Chhapra, recounted his

experiences of almost three decades since he set
up The Citizens Foundation, a successful NGO
in Pakistan. From a modest beginning with a
couple of hundred students, mostly females,
in 1995, his organisation now has a network of
1,833 school units, which are educating 280,000
students through over 13,000 teachers and
principals, and over 17,400 employees. He said
he had faced opposition from ultra-orthodox
sections in the initial years, but the decision
to employ only women as teachers has paid off
and attendance improved significantly over the
years.
Various colleges and universities in
Pakistan have, lately, launched some innovative
educational initiatives including virtual university, open university and distance education
programmes. Ms. Mustafa believes that speedy
help and interest from the government can turn
the Pakistani students into the stars of tomorrow, because Pakistan has been able to produce
individuals of high merit. So, the formula of
making Pakistan’s future bright is to strengthen
the youth. They deserve priority and attention
from the government.
EDUCATION

How to meet national
food needs
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar
What is the use of an agrarian country for
its poor people if they have to purchase one
kilogram of wheat flour for over 80 rupees, in a
monthly income of 15,000 to 18,000 rupees on
an average?
Does it seem an irrelevant question in
Pakistan these days? The Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) says World Food Day is
celebrated every year to raise awareness about
the issue of hunger and healthy food habits for
all. Originally, the day was marked to celebrate
the establishment of FAO in the year 1979, as
recommended by former Hungarian minister of
agriculture and food Dr. Pal Romany.
With the passing years, it led to raising
awareness about hunger, malnutrition, sustainability, and food production. The theme
for the World Food Day 2021 was “Safe food
now for a healthy tomorrow”. However, a book
launched on the day titled “Our actions are
our future: Better production, better nutrition,
better environment and a better life”, seems
more relevant in Pakistan’s context as far as its
title and content are concerned.
James Beard, a teacher at The James
Beard Cooking School in New York City and a
television personality, had said: “Good bread is
the most fundamentally satisfying of all foods;
good bread with fresh butter, the greatest of
feasts!” But, regrettably, people are finding it
hard in Pakistan to provide themselves and
their families with three meals a day due to
food inflation, among other reasons, lately.
In this age of fast communication and
close coordination around the globe, Pakistan
could learn lessons from New Zealand, which is
getting wheat yield up to nine tonnes per hectare. Various other nations are producing five or
six tonnes per hectare. In India, the yield is four
tonnes and in China six tonnes per hectare.
University of Agriculture Faisalabad
(UAF) Dean Faculty of Food Nutrition and
Home Sciences Dr. Masood Sadiq Butt says
that Pakistan’s wheat yield surpassed the 2.5
tonnes-per-hectare level back in 2005 ,and has
since ranged between 2.5 and 3 tonnes with
little yearly variations. Since 2005, per-hectare
yield in Sindh has remained higher than in
other provinces. In 2017-18, Sindh provincial
average wheat yield was 3.3 tonnes per hectare
ahead of 2.9 tonnes for Punjab, 2.4 tonnes for
AGRICULTURE

Balochistan and below two tonnes for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. All provinces need to learn from
the yield-boosting experiences of Sindh at least
even if they don’t consult New Zealand for the
purpose.
Dr. Masood Sadiq tells Cutting Edge that
for taking the per-hectare yield of wheat gradually from the current level of below 3m tonnes
to 6m tonnes within a decade, it is necessary
to make more financial allocations for food
security and crop research. Provinces also need
to draw their own provincial-level grow-morewheat programmes and ensure that provincial
yearly yield rises to the level where it can
impact favourably on average national yield.
The agriculturist says that in the past
15 years, the nation has made several efforts to
develop higher-yielding wheat varieties and
adopted new crop management techniques.
However, on the national level, the focus has
remained more on harvesting a “bumper”
wheat crop instead of making substantial and
sustainable gains in wheat yield.
In the last 15 years, the area under wheat
crop has remained range-bound between eight
and nine million hectares and there is not
much room for increasing the expanse of wheat
cultivation without taking a hit on sugarcane
or rice. Rebalancing allocation of areas under
cultivation of key food crops definitely helps
in obtaining the required volume of a certain
crop, but that is not a lasting solution for taking the total output of that crop to the desired
level year after year. According to a paper of
the Pakistan Agricultural Research Council

(PARC), prepared during the previous government, Pakistan’s wheat requirement would
reach close to 31.5m tonnes in 2025 and exceed
34m tonnes by 2030. The projections are based
on the assumption that the population growth
rate would average 1.8 percent, the per-person
wheat requirement would be 120kg per year
and the country would keep at least 1m tonnes
in food security reserves.
Agriculturists believe that regardless
of all mismanagement and even corruption in
wheat handling in the country, which creates
a repeated wheat flour crisis, two decisive
factors stand out. First, it is wrongly assumed
that our national wheat requirement is around
26 million tonnes, and the crop output exceeding this level is “bumper”. And the second, a
decent increase in the yield like that of 7% in
2016-17 is never sustained.
According to the Pakistan Agricultural
Research Council (PARC) report, the country’s total wheat requirement was projected at
28.8m tonnes for 2020. Officials of the Ministry
of National Food Security and Research admitted in a working paper that in the year 2021,
total wheat requirement was 27.5m tonnes.
Another impediment to producing
more wheat is the absence of provincial-level
initiatives to strike a balance between the imperative of national food security and political
interests that play a pivotal role in setting
short-term policy priorities. The provinces will
have to shun their differences and take more
aggressive measures to meet the food needs of
the country.
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More vigilance, awareness
needed to end discrimination
against women
Dr. Fatima Khan

Khalida Bibi had to face tremendous family
pressure, particularly from her own mother
and two elder sisters, when she refused to
give away her inheritance share in 25-acre
agricultural land, and a shop at the Ghalla
Mandi (Grain Market) in Hasilpur in favour of
her two brothers. All five siblings of Khalida,
including herself, had been married off when
her father passed away.
After the Chaleeswan (the fortieth
day after death) of her father, her mother
asked Khalida and other two daughters to submit an affidavit ‘voluntarily’
stating that they didn’t want any share
in the properties of their father. Her two
sisters agreed to the suggestion readily,
but Khalida didn’t. She believed that she
had an equal right to her father’s properties, like her brothers. Another reason
for her refusal was her husband’s poor
financial situation, who had remained
bed-ridden for years after a major
accident. However, her insistence on not
giving away her inheritance right earned
her displeasure of the family and a social
boycott by her sisters and brothers.
Prof. Dr. Raana Malik says Khalida’s case is not unique or only one case
of its kind. In fact, it’s the story of every
second family in our society, believes the
director of the Department of Gender Studies, University of the Punjab,
Lahore. She says this year, International
Zero Discrimination Day was observed on
March 1, under the theme “Remove laws that
harm, create laws that empower”. She says
that Pakistan has already enacted laws to
end discrimination against women, but their
implementation needs further measures. A
large majority of people are still not ready to
accept and implement laws enacted against the
cultural and social traditions, she says.
Dr. Raana Malik says discrimination
against women begins from the moment a
baby girl is born in a family. Contrary to the
celebrations carried out on the birth of a baby
boy, most families feel aggrieved if a baby girl is
born. During their early years of age, girls have
to face discrimination at every stage in typical
Pakistani families, the expert on gender studies
says. Even mothers, who themselves are
women, give better food, better clothing and
12

a more comfortable environment to their male
offspring than their daughters in their homes,
she explains.
Pakistan currently ranks the second lowest country in the world for gender equality,
according to the Global Gender Gap Index. Although efforts to promote gender equality are
apparent within Pakistan’s Vision 2025, there
is still much more to be done to improve the
realities for women and girls across the country, says Umme Laila Azhar, director HomeNet

lower in rural areas at just 38%. Pakistan has
one of the lowest female labour force participation rates in the region, she regrets.
Agha Intizar Ali Imran, advocate Supreme Court of Pakistan, says although the
principle of equality is enshrined in Article
25 of the Constitution, customary practices,
such as women’s seclusion under purdah,
foster male domination both within the family
and within society. He says that Article 23 of
the Constitution gives women the legal right

Pakistan. She says that gender discrimination
or gender bias is deeply rooted in Pakistani
society, hampering the socio-economic growth
of the country.
The working women rights activist
says that gender-wise, boys outnumber girls
at every stage of education. According to the
United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) Annual Report 2020, 22.84 million
out-of-school children include 12.16 million
girls, which accounts for 55% of the total ratio
of both boys and girls. Illiteracy among young
girls deprives them of their basic rights because they are unable to get adequate knowledge of such rights offered by education or
schooling, she believes. Social indicators show
how vulnerable women still are. For example,
the female literacy rate is 49% against the male
literacy rate of 71%. The female literacy rate is

to own and dispose of property; however,
according to customary practices, women have
only usufructuary rights over land. Even when
women do own property, it is the husband
who manages it.
Also, the legal expert in criminal and
family laws says that the 1962 West Pakistan
Muslim Personal Law Shariat Application Act
entitles Muslim women to inherit all property,
including agricultural property, under customary law, most women do not inherit property.
Social pressures from the family and fear of
isolation may lead women to forfeit their share.
When they do inherit, women often receive far
less than their legal inheritance entitlement,
he regrets. Agha Imran believes more vigilance and more awareness are needed to end
discrimination against women in our society
completely.
RIGHTS

‘Shooting themselves in the foot’:
Mersiha Gadzo

About a month after Russia launched an invasion of Ukraine, US President Joe Biden hailed
the West’s “unprecedented sanctions” on Moscow and said they had caused the rouble to be
“almost immediately reduced to rubble.”
The Russian currency lost nearly half
of its value, dropping to a record low of 143
roubles to the United States dollar on March 7.
Following the invasion of Ukraine on February
24, Western nations imposed widespread
sanctions on Moscow targeting its finances,
including freezing its central bank assets to
block access to foreign currency reserves.
In the first few weeks, panic ensued as
the public tried to acquire as much cash as
possible from the banks and to buy goods as
the price of imported items shot up. Consumer
prices rose by 17.5 percent in April. But the
following month, the Russian rouble rebounded to 40 percent against the dollar compared
to January, reaching a seven-year high and becoming the world’s best-performing currency
in 2022.
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s demand that foreign buyers pay for the country’s
natural gas in the local currency – or else have
their supplies cut – helped prop up the local
currency, among other measures. Iskander
Lutsko, chief investment strategist at ITI Capital, told Al Jazeera three factors have been supporting the rouble: “escalating oil prices due to
sanctions, capital controls, and a drop in dollar
demand and excess FX (foreign exchange)
liquidity due to high FX revenues from exports
of oil and gas”.
Due to sanctions and capital controls, an
“artificial and highly supportive environment”
was created for the rouble, Lutsko said. Russia’s central bank made its third interest-rate
reduction in over a month to halt the rouble
from appreciating. As a result, the Russian
banking system experienced excess FX liquidity that led to a drop in dollar rates, historically
very rare. Energy markets expert Vyacheslav
Mishchenko told Al Jazeera that Russian
financial authorities successfully managed to
deal with the emotional reaction of the population and businesses at the onset of the war.
“The price hike was caused by the first
emotional reaction, because it put a lot of pressure on customers to buy everything,” Mishchenko said. “But then the beginning of April,
WAR

the situation returned to normal. The supply
is there. Yes, there are some troubles with importing goods, but there aren’t too many. The
price hike was mostly on the psychological
side, rather than on the economic side.”
As the European Union continued talks
last month on phasing out Russian energy supplies, Putin maintained that Europe is “committing economic suicide” with its sanctions,
as it would see higher energy prices and higher
inflation. Analysts say Russia has so far made
correct manoeuvres to withstand the effect of
sanctions; the question is whether the West
will be able to weather its own sanctions.
Lutsko said the first five months of
sanctions have been “more like a honeymoon
period” for the Russian economy, but as Europe makes the tough decision to embargo oil
and gas, “there will be very little the Russian
government could do”. With Russia accounting for almost 20 percent of global oil and
petroleum products combined and 17.5 percent
of the world’s gas, making it the largest exporter in the world, there will be implications,
Lutsko said.
The government has become reliant on
oil and gas as its main source of income, which
now accounts for 65 percent of its budget,
compared to only 30 percent prior to the invasion of Ukraine. The EU has been discussing
reducing dependency on Russian energy,
and after haggling for a month, it decided to
ban 90 percent of Russian oil imports to the
EU by the end of the year, part of the bloc’s
sixth sanctions package. The EU finalised the
decision.
The ban applies to Russian oil exported
to the EU by sea, exempting the 10 percent of
imports by pipeline following Hungary’s opposition that it cannot easily get oil elsewhere.
Slovakia and the Czech Republic also voiced
the same concerns. Lutsko said that so far,
sanctions have been beneficial for the Russian
government as it has created huge volatility in
commodity prices. By March 2, oil had surged
beyond $110 per barrel, whereas before it went
for $60 per barrel.
And in the first quarter of the year,
Russia recorded a historic high trade surplus
of $58bn. “The US and Europe, by imposing
sanctions on Russia, they are at the same time
shooting themselves in the foot,” Lutsko said.
“It’s highly unfortunate, especially for the
world’s largest importers of oil. Some have

benefited like China; they have been buying
oil from Russia for a huge discount. It’s more
of a problem for consumers like OECD Europe
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development) and Southeast Asian countries,”
Lutsko said.
Mishchenko said when it comes to
damage inflicted from sanctions, so far “Russia
benefits from the situation much better than
the EU. “The demand for commodities is very
high. Nobody can replace Russia on the global
markets, especially on energy commodities.
The more tension there is between Russia and
Western countries, the higher prices there will
be in specific commodities like we see in the
gas market,” Mishchenko said.
“Despite the restrictions, the dispute,
the ban of some routes, seaports, etc, Russia
exports less in terms of volume but gets more
in terms of money. It puts a lot of pressure on
the dollar and euro, but the Russian rouble is
doing very well.” About 36 percent of the EU’s
oil imports and more than 40 percent of its gas
comes from Russia.
Mishchenko said Russia has been
diversifying its exports for decades to other
markets in the east, including India, China, Southeast Asia and other regions where
there is key demand. China is now Russia’s
biggest trade partner, whereas prior to 2014
when Russia annexed Crimea and sanctions
ensued, its biggest trade partner was Germany.
Similarly prior to 2014, Russia was one of the
world’s biggest importers of food; today, it is
a net exporter. In the last three months, India
has bought four times more crude oil from
Moscow than it used to in the same period,
becoming Russia’s top crude oil buyer, Mishchenko said.
Moscow is now earning a significant
amount in oil export revenue – $20bn per
month, an increase of 50 percent since the start
of 2022. “European buyers are in the same situation – they need to replace Russian commodities, but it takes time,” Mishchenko said. “The
problem is that Russia was such a big, stable
supplier for decades that European markets
will be fighting to get the puzzles of supplies
and it will be disrupting the supply for many
years. “It won’t be so easy to replace one big,
stable supplier, which is your neighbour
geographically, by many different destinations
and suppliers remotely. I think sanctions harm
both sides.”
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Israel’s tour by
Pakistani-Americans

There have been questions on the loyalties
of overseas Pakistanis who are serving the
interest of countries they live in rather
than the national interest of Pakistan.
The news about a group of Pakistani-Americans visiting Israel should not
come as a surprise to anyone, for there are
Muslims, Pakistani-Americans included,
who proudly serve in the United States
armed forces and have no remorse about
having killed people in Iraq, Syria, Yemen,
Palestine, Afghanistan and so on. They
serve their masters well.
In contrast, the Zionists for long
have been actively backing India against
Pakistan, especially in terms of encouraging the insurgents in Balochistan. The
enemies will play their dirty games, and
it is up to us to wake up to reality and
understand the devilish machinations. Everybody knows that despite attacks by the
Israelis on Palestinian women, children
and the elderly at the Al Aqsa compound
and in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the
leading lights in the Muslim world have
continued to get friendly and friendlier
with Israel, ignoring the calls to liberate
one of the holiest sites of Islam.
By extending a hand of friendship,
the Pakistani-Americans have joined the
Israelis in extending the latter’s so-called
campaign to make inroads into the Islamic
world. This, to say the least, is disgraceful.
The Quaid-i-Azam was a strong supporter
of the Palestinian cause. He would always
call for the liberation of the land and its
holy sites, and underscored the sufferings
of the Palestinians. We should all respect
Jinnah’s view on Palestine as his views are
in line with relevant Islamic teaching.
The Al Aqsa is no ordinary site.
Pakistan should never abandon the Palestinian people in their struggle against the
Israelis, and it must stand firm against the
tide of treachery.
Angabeen Ahmad
Karachi

A pleasant surprise

This is with reference to the advertisement
placed by the government of Pakistan
on the occasion of ‘Yaum-i-Takbeer’ in
national newspapers that marked the day
in 1998 when the then government had
publicly conducted controlled nuclear
explosions to join the rank of a handful of
nations with that capacity.
The advertisement came as a pleasant surprise as it acknowledged that the
main architect of our atomic programme
was Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, and his photo14

graph was placed alongside those of Mian
Nawaz Sharif under whose leadership the
tests were conducted. It is never too late
to give credit to those who deserve it, and
that is what the advertisement did.
In the same spirit, let us give credit
for this sudden realisation to the vote of
no confidence and the subsequent change
of government which brought the younger
Sharif to the fore as a representative of
the larger political alliance of which the
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) is a key
component. This, in fact, highlights the
irony that plagues the political leadership
in the country. It forgets or acknowledges
the services and achievements of their
rivals purely on the basis of circumstantial necessity. Simply put, they write and
rewrite the history that suits them, and
if it doesn’t suit them again, they have no
qualms about rewriting it yet again.
As for the advertisement under
discussion, there is another relevant angle
to it. Pakistan is the only country in the
world that celebrates the day it acquired
a weapon of mass destruction. The idea
of celebrating ‘Yaum-i-Takbeer’, as such,
needs to be revisited. To become a nuclear
state was our need in order to restore the
balance of power in the region. Let’s keep
it that way.
Aamir Aqil
Lahore

Shortages of libraries

Libraries are the gateway to knowledge
and help nations prosper and advance in
the long run.
Being a developing country, Pakistan continues to face issues at all levels,
including education. The country’s literacy
rate remains stagnant at 60 per cent. I believe a significant reason behind such high
illiteracy is the lack of public libraries. The
libraries that do exist lack even the most
basic facilities. Books are mostly outdated
and there is a severe shortage of scientific
texts. As can be expected, the situation is
much worse in rural areas, where students
have nothing in the name of a library.
The government should address
this issue on an urgent basis. The initial
focus should be on revamping the existing
libraries. In Sindh, for example, the Daudpota library in Hyderabad, Shah Nawaz
library in Larkana, and Liaquat and Sachal
libraries in Karachi should be provided
with the necessary facilities. After that,
the government should aim at setting up
at least one library in every city, town and
village across the province.
Ishfaque Ahmed Memon
Larkana

An impressive victory

The girls in green deserve a pat on the
back for an impressive victory over Sri
Lanka in a series of One Day Internationals
(ODIs) where the team whitewashed the
rivals. One may already start looking forward to their performance in the upcoming tour to Australia early next year for
three ODIs and as many T20 games.
Women’s cricket has come a long
way in Pakistan and we need to encourage
the girls, the entire team management
and, indeed, the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) to keep the momentum going forward. It will take a lot of doing, but that
is what every meaningful pursuit, every
success takes. The players have shown
us all enough to remain committed to the
task of promoting the activity by making
the effort an inclusive one by taking the
game down to grassroots level across the
country. As for the national team, I hope
the players will get more opportunities to
showcase their talent on the global stage.
Muhammad Bakhtiyar
Turbat

Hockey debacle

The recent failure of the national hockey team to qualify for the World Cup is
unfortunate, but not expected. Hockey is
Pakistan’s national sport, but also happens
to be the most neglected. While governments have never focused on hockey
reforms, politics within the game’s administration over the years has affected the
sport badly, resulting in pathetic rankings
in almost all regional and international
tournaments.
My father used to play hockey
during his years with the Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) so we had great affiliation
and for decades remained glued to the
television screen whenever there was any
match being shown. As a child, I often
heard the phrase that cricket is by chance,
football is by luck and hockey is by
practice. Today, there is no ‘practice’ and,
therefore, there is no hockey. All we have
is hockey politics.
The game needs immediate attention at provincial and national levels with
absolute sincerity. Players need to be
selected and trained with the best possible
facilities related to their health, fitness,
practice and mindset.
The team should be sent on tour to
various countries where they may learn
and see what it takes to be a winning
outfit. It would be great to see Pakistan
getting back its glory in the game.
Naved Zubairi
Karachi
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Trained dogs sniff out COVID-19
as well as lab tests do

How climate change
is affecting our food

Dogs are as reliable as laboratory
tests for detecting COVID-19 cases,
and may be even better than PCR
tests for identifying infected people
who don’t have symptoms. A bonus:
The canines are cuter and less invasive than a swab up the nose.
In a study involving sweat samples from 335 people, trained dogs
sniffed out 97 percent of the coronavirus cases that had been identified
by PCR tests, researchers report in PLOS One. And the dogs found all 31
COVID-19 cases among 192 people who didn’t have symptoms.
These findings are evidence that dogs could be effective for mass
screening efforts at places such as airports or concerts and may provide
friendly alternatives for testing people who balk at nasal swabs, says
Dominique Grandjean, a veterinarian at the National School of Veterinary Medicine of Alfort in Maisons-Alfort, France. “The dog doesn’t lie,”
but there are many ways PCR tests can go wrong, Grandjean says. The
canines’ noses also identified more COVID-19 cases than did antigen tests,
similar to many at-home tests, but sometimes mistook another respiratory
virus for the coronavirus, Grandjean and colleagues found. What’s more,
anecdotal evidence suggests the dogs can pick up asymptomatic cases as
much as 48 hours before people test positive by PCR, he says.
In the study, dogs from French fire stations and from the Ministry
of the Interior of the United Arab Emirates were trained in coronavirus detection by rewarding them with toys — usually tennis balls. “It’s
playtime for them,” Grandjean says. It takes about three to six weeks,
depending on the dog’s experience with odor detection, to train a dog to
pick out COVID-19 cases from sweat samples.

If you lived through 2021, you witnessed some of the most extraordinary weather since recordkeeping
began. In the mild and rainy Pacific
Northwest, a catastrophic heatwave practically roasted berries
on the vine. For the first time ever,
the federal government declared a water shortage at Lake Mead, the
country’s largest reservoir, cutting the water supply for Arizona farmers. Enormous wildfires broke out in California, Washington state,
Turkey, Greece, and Siberian Russa. Meanwhile, extreme rainfall triggered deadly floods in North America, Germany, and China. And in
another historic first, rain fell at the Greenland Summit, a place that
until now has been frozen year-round. All these weather events affect
the food supply in one way or another, whether it’s destroying crops,
leaving areas too harsh for farming, or triggering swarms of locusts
and other pests. Beyond individual events, though, climate change
overall is transforming agriculture. In some countries, farmers’ yields
of wheat, corn, and other crops are declining thanks to severe weather. And in other areas, new weather patterns have boosted them. In
the U.S., annual precipitation has increased over the northern and
eastern parts of the country, while it’s fallen in the South. That affects
what farmers are able to grow. “In North America over the last couple
decades, we’ve seen a northward shifting of growth regions for some
crops, like corn,” says Todd Mockler, PhD, a principal investigator at
the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center in St. Louis.
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The world’s fastest
supercomputer just broke
the exascale barrier
Emily Conover

The first exascale computer has officially
arrived. The world’s fastest supercomputer
performed more than a quintillion calculations
per second, entering the realm of exascale
computing. That’s according to a ranking of
the world’s speediest supercomputers called the TOP500. The computer,
known as Frontier, is the first exascale computer to be included on the
biannual list. Exascale computing is expected to allow for new advances in
a variety of scientific fields that depend on vastly complex calculations. The
exascale milestone “represents an unprecedented capability for researchers around the world to use the computer to ask their specific scientific
questions,” says Frontier’s project director Justin Whitt of Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Tennessee. Oak Ridge’s Frontier clocked in at about
1.1 exaflops, or 1.1 quintillion operations per second. Frontier beat out the previous record-holder, a supercomputer called Fugaku at the RIKEN Center
for Computational Science in Kobe, Japan, which achieved more than 0.4
exaflops. While tentative reports have suggested that some Chinese supercomputers are already achieving exascale performance, they have not been
reported on the TOP500 ranking so far. After about three years of development, Frontier will be ready for scientists to begin using it at the end of 2022.
With its new exascale capability, researchers aim to simulate how stars explode, calculate the properties of subatomic particles, investigate new energy
sources such as nuclear fusion and harness artificial intelligence to improve
the diagnosis and prevention of disease, among many other research topics.
ROUNDUP
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Being tall may increase your
risk for several diseases: study
Ralph Ellis

It’s long been known that tall people
have an increased risk for several diseases, including irregular heartbeat and
varicose veins. But a study adds new
conditions to that list: nerve damage
in the arms and legs, as well as skin and bone infections. That said,
being tall does have health advantages, such as a lowered risk for
coronary heart disease, high blood pressure, and high cholesterol,
according to the study published in PLOS Genetics. The researchers
used data from the VA Million Veteran Program to look at genetic
and health information for more than 200,000 white adults and
more than 50,000 Black adults. The researchers looked at more than
1,000 medical conditions and traits overall. “Using genetic methods
applied to the VA Million Veteran Program, we found evidence that
adult height may impact over 100 clinical traits, including several
conditions associated with poor outcomes and quality of life –
peripheral neuropathy, lower extremity ulcers, and chronic venous
insufficiency,” Sridharan Raghavan, MD, of the Rocky Mountain
Regional VA Medical Center, who led the research, said in a news
release. “We conclude that height may be an unrecognized non-modifiable risk factor for several common conditions in adults.” While
the link between height and common health conditions has been
known for a long time, it’s not been clear if being tall or short puts
people at risk or whether other things, such as nutrition and social
and economic status, are to blame. The study tried to remove those
other factors by looking “at connections between various diseases
and a person’s actual height, and connections to their predicted
height based on their genetics,” the release said.
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